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ABSTRACT
In this Learnlng Activity Packet (LAP) students,
mostly-ini small groups, analyze.and compare a few major features of

the Canadian and American governments..The LAP is divided into six oo -

learning objectives: 1) Both the United States and Canada are g
sovereign nations. What is soverelgnty? What are nations?; 2) People
throughout the’world are governed in many vays. .Canada and the U.S..
are very much alike.; 3) What is a leader? What kinds of leadelbhlp
exists in your group? How does a leader gain his position? In what
ways is- a leader needed? Nations have leaders..What do they do? In
what different styles do they lead? Are all leaders good leaders? Why
not?; 4) If people are to live under governments, how do they protect
themselves from allowing the leaders and government from becoming too
powerful?; 5) How are leaders chosen? How do you choose the leaders
of your group? How do countries choose their leaders?-U.S..and
Canada? State or province?; and, 6) What is federalism? How does it
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is .accompanied by suggested learning activities..Some other LAPS are
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Americans and Can=22-ans both beliczve that they live in a
frew demccr;%ic nation. Both have a representative-type of

- e = B
government with elected officials actins for the feople. .t

-

*  The two natiens developed with a.common British heritage. ’ e

Un the one hanﬂ, Canada, has copied the English system of -govern-

* P

fment -and has remained within the Commonwealth of Nations - a

—_— *

" “Cooperative group of former En%lisn colonies. On tﬁerother:
hand, the United States separatadigfom‘éreatEBritaincin,the
Revolutionary War, ‘used English ideas and customs as a back-

ground and developed a different system using ideas of the- day

and practices tried out during the colonial period

° Both"nations have a federal structure,rwhich incIudes a
national government with major subdivisions ca’led states in % ‘

the United States and provinces in "anada.

»
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Q ' ’ .
. Q Political parties have become an essential part -of both 7 _ ¥
\7§%‘ 7 oountries An the election process.w/) SR 7

In this*LAP you uili:workfngstlyfinisﬁallféroups;and:exgs L

amine a few of the‘ma;on‘faoto?s?inﬁfﬁége“twotgovernméntsi
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ObJect;Ve 1

. Both the United States and Canada are sovereign natidns.'

What 1is sovereignty? What are nations?

bo  woe

v, . -

Activity 1 7
After reading The Discoverers, p. 42-49, name three (é)

7 )
explorers and*tracé'their areaszof—explbrations. The area in- _
cluded 1s the present New England*and eastern Canadian rngons.f 4 oL
- Activity 2 . e
‘ Given a blank map, and“using p. 53 of New France, shade with
,“f, “

a color key the*Frenqg'and English settlem’nts by 1760.7 ‘Explain
to your group the reasons fdr;portdons of" th;s~area beingrinf -

dispute. - . C s . ..

® : ; =
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Activi y 3 -
' Discuss with a small group the followjng questionS' What
is the way in which a family is governed? Do all families

function in- the same- way9 dow do families compare with nations° -

*
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’Activitt y PR l, if - — ;
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After a century of being a British colony, Canada gained o 7

her sovereignty through an evolutionary process. In 1867 Canada

took a glant step 1n this direction with the passage of the

o
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British North American Act. This act usually called the BNA Act
is reallyzthe Canadian constitution. This act named the ney’

.oe 'country the Dominion of Canada which then Bégan its ng:.
toward fullrindependencé _ Though loosely tied to Greet éritain,
Canada began to ‘act independently with othe" nations. It has,
really been sinceé the-Statute of Westminster of 1931 that Canada
has acted as-a. 1u11 sovereign nation witn the othe; nations.

- - Evén today, she, by cholce, snares the monarch (king oi‘queenQK

: with.GreétrBritainf Thus Elizaﬁethail‘is aisb‘@ueen of Canada.

—_— e ———

&

— SR The United States- declared its independence in 1776 and
7 concluded its war,for independence in 1783 with the Treaty of
Paris.. The new nation slowly gained recognition as a sovereign~' )

nation after & few years of proving its ability to survive.
s

< - Using the above statement make a time line which shows the ' —_—

comparison of the United States and Caneda in the development

L2l
s

. of sovereigntnyrom the time both were colonies of England.rj

a, . . - QH




Objective 2 ~ S \ea”‘

People throughout the world are governed in many ways.

Canada and the United States are very much alike.

2 7

- Activity 1
. Using an encyclopedia or anotheﬁ source look up the defini-

tion of democracyi_ ‘How are systems democratic? -Democracy’

’Kfunctions through our elected representatives - the President

and Vice President, congressmen, senators and the like, in’

= £

'Canada, the members of parliament, ete. Thus both -countries -

are democracies.andrhave aﬁrepresentativeﬂsystem.

.

A‘étivifxa i

In your small group discuss these questions'

What is government? L. = - .

What. kinds of government are there? ‘ ) '

‘What similarities -are there. between the governments of
“the ‘United States “and -Canada? -

How. does a country start its government?

Look at Harrington, Howaeople Live in Ganada, p. 56~68

‘Activity 3 B —_7:i '77 E;ifejir‘vr

Using transparency #2 mark on- it,with a transparency marker,

i 7 showing the. matching role for each part of- the two governments. . :

Ac tivitx ¥ 7**:,—'?j Vl}f",rf;

£

Using the two pie graphs which show the spending of eacb
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of uses. What does it tell you about. the goals and responsip

5ilities of each oountry?

Activity 5 S - S .
With a friend plan to change a 1aw in both countries. Use

the chart of p- 58 of "How People Live in- Canada and the’ trane-

parency #8 on the American process. Each one of you takz a

»

different country 2 ‘d_enplain to the other the steps to be taken.

=

The law might be: - - ) - o : S
A law to provide a moratorium -(to stop for a while)

" on deer. hunting for ‘one year in order to restore the“;’”“‘ **

£

7 dcer population. o T

Another might be: o ' - T .

s

- - A-law to limit theé school week to four days in order

te provide for more teaching mater*als with the saving

q——

. In salaries and costs of school plant operations from

‘the £i1fth day. - PP e -

-

Or one of your oholce.
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- and Canada and for 5 additional countries. L '*‘;7'

Objective 3 ] . . 7

Vhat is a leader? What kinds of leadershlphave ycu seen

in yonr group? How does a leader gain his position? 1In what
- way 1s a leader needed?, Nations have leadefs. What do they do°

In what different "styles" ‘do they 1ead? Are all leaders good

=

leaders? Why not? -

AT

Activitv 1

Form a small ‘group_and discuss these 1deas of 7eadersh1p.
.

What are the qualities of leadership needed for each of these .

groups°
s - -

a. your classroom o ' o

b. football team - -

¢. people stranded on an uninhabited island’
d. a clud

e. the government - |

Which qualities appear to oe the uame" How- do. pecple become
lleaders? Who are'the,govefnment}igadefs,§ou4§now{of and atiwhatl
levels of goverément do they fgadﬁ In %hatfwag‘do.they do their
Jobs well? | o o

£

Activitz 2 . | . 7, 4 : -

Many countries have a. "heagfpf/state" as the- single na*ional

. leader; some have more than one leader. Using an- encyc‘opedia °.

name the heads of state ?nd their titles forzthe United States -
‘*-.ﬁ

- — T eees




Activity 3 oL

Some nations have a head of state.wno is also the head o?
tne government: In ocner countries these pd%itions'are’separated.
Using 2 transparencies, #5 and #6, and*their overlays dealling
with this topic point ou'r 4 or 5 specific differences between
the United States and Canada covering such topics as duties, )
responsipilities, appointment, ete. - =

e

=

o .

,Objective e
' If people are to 1ive under governments, how do they protectu

themselves from allowing the leaders and the government from-

boomu s N o S o Spt 7S »
v

becoming‘too powerful. -

Activitx 1 - 7 ) o ; - -

b - -

=

/ In your small group, discuss these questions

e
z =

. How do people Peel ‘about rules°
- What 1s ‘good about rules? - .
Yhat rules do you: -have.at home9 Good? Bad?.
What rights do you have at -home? ’
What rules -ape-there at school?

—

g’& - = " N ) - =

Activitz 2 . - .

Both Canada and the United States ane nations whose govern-
ments are‘ﬁ?fined in their constitutions. Among its purposes the
‘United States Constitution (1787) provides for the onganization,

operation, and duties of the government while the British North

. America Act (1867) carries out a similar functior for uanaqa.




The BNA Act was an act of the British ?arliament. ~There are-

" "branches® of government in both countries:

L

. %
Execu¥tve . « . . . Administers the government
- ‘carries out the 1aw

. Iesiglative . . . . makes the law
’ Judicia} e o e . interpretc the laws -
in the.bnited.Stafes;the three b?anches aée cleerly sepénebe,
This system is called "separation of powers" - The separation o
of power is aided bydanother 1mportant principle known -as "checks ’
and balances" and it works to prevent any.one of ‘the three .. - -

brancneg from.becoming toq pogerfnng

However, in Canada Uv is the parl*dhentary system which

provides;ror "cheoks". The executive’and 1egislat1ve branches

are nerged;; The oppositien political’party, called Her MajestV'
Loyal Opposition, aCuS as a- check on the majority (Her Majesty s ‘

Qovernment) o }‘tffi, —'f k :fx,',' -

Use transparency #H and discuss with your group the manner

-

7 1n which. each system works'.” ,:T:; :f;ﬁfli'fl s

jActivity_ 3 - . ) T i@

Both countries have common’t‘
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following portions of documents compare ‘the ancient law with
current Amefican and Canadian constitutional 1awshv

1. Magna Carta, June 15, 1215

"No free man shall be taken or imprisoned or B
disposed, or outlawed; or banished...except - -

by the legal judgement of his’peers or by the

law of the land.™

Canadian Bill of Rights, Augugt 10, 1960

"No law of ‘Canada shall be construed or applicd

80 as to '

(2) authorize or. éffect the arbitrary detention,
1mprisonment or exile of any person.......

U. S. Constitution, December 15, 1791 - -

"In all criminal prose'utions, the accused -shall
enjoy the right to a speedy -and public trial, By
an impartial jury Of the State and district where-
"in the crime shall have been: committeg....”

— - ) - L
- M - = - - - = *

. 2. The Brifish Bill of Rights, 1688 - -

. "Subjects, which are Protéstants; may provide and
keep arms, for thelr common defense.",’

.- U. §. Comstitutdon, 1791 . T
Article 2 |

. ", . .the right of the people to.keep and bea" '
U Arms, should not be 1nfripged " Ny

T

3. The British Bfll of Rights, 1688

"Excessive bail ought not- to-be' required, né.
.excessive fines- imppsed, nor cruel and unusual
punishments inflicted.?ri




-

~ . . Canadian B11l of Rights, 1960 Mol -
", ..no law of Canada shall be construed or applied
.50 as to

(b) impose cr authorize the imposition of eruel

and unusuil treatment or punishment."
/

With two other*pegg;e think up a situation vhere each of thé | .°
three laws would give a’ eitizen protection. . Take one of the a
three and share your ideasaw;th the other two students. ‘ L
Activity 4 © o D | .
Using the ¢hart on pagell draw a line between Canada and 7 o
'the United States shoewing corresponding “ights. o ,"’ - , S
- 5




RIGHTS

BILL OF
CANADA 1960
Part 1,

1. . It is hereby recognized
and declared that in Canada
there have existed without

. discrimination by reason of

race, national origin,’ colour,

~ religion, or sex, the follow=
ing human rights and funda-

' mentdl freedoms, namely

(a) The right of the individ-}|

ual fo iife, libert&,ﬁSeCurity‘

of the person and enJo&ment
. of ‘property, and the right
" not to be deprived thereof

except by due.process oﬂ;iaw;‘

(b) the right of the individ-] .

ual to equélity before the
‘lawg .

(e) freedoﬁ'of‘rgligidﬁ}

(d) freedom ofrsbeeéhéf

(e) freedom of aéééﬁblyiang;;§

’assocéstion; and . S

peaceably to aéSémble,;and to

(f) freedom of the- press.

UNITED STATES (1791 declared in'
: force) -

Article 1 * L

.

Congress shall make no laws
respecting‘an establishment of

feligion, or prohibiting the
&

- free exercise fhereof or:abridélhg :

the freedom of speeék, or of the

press; or the right of tlie .people—

3

petition the Government for a -
redréss of grievances. - .~

[

e
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,Objective 5. - ' - e

N =

How are 1eaders chosen? How de you chodse the leaders of

wo———. oo
.

;“_your group? How do countries choose their 1eaders° United

—

'1ﬁStates and Canada° State or province° ' "; o

H -
o - i

3
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o ‘Activi‘cx e

Though political part

o period, enecessar’ £60
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United States. The leader of the—maJdrity party .becomes the
Prime Minister. ﬁé is an elected. member of the House of Commons
: T :s been eler;ed from a riding or Constituency (like our .

Congressionai district). He is not elected by the country as a

Wl.‘l(;)i‘le.: Tt } - :—-

L2

The leader of the largest minority party usually becomes

the Leader of Opposition.- ) iﬁ Ly .

Having recently eyperienced'the American convent;ons, com=.

. pare the Canadian proeess with the American}, ggquOathe-tyo

systems differ° This may be in

Activitx 2




14
Canadlan with the American eiectioﬁ‘syétém.

-

:0bjective 6 S

! ~ What 1§ fedéralism? How does 1t work? What are the sim-
ilérities between the two countriéé? . T .- ¥
Activityrle_rr“ﬂ- e T A

Eoth the United States and Canada began when thei” political ;ﬂ

. : -subdivisions were Joined.r The UnitedVStates was formed at the - f' T

f"'i

-

-

eral éapital 1n7 :,‘f
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=Washington. Canada's capital, Ottawa, was selected by Queen

Victéria. _The states and provinces have responsibilities which -

-are thelrs alone. “There are other responsibilities which they

7 2 .
share with the national government. A third group of res ponsi-

bilities, the largest ‘are those which are assigned to the nation~;

Eal government alone.

3 X o~
Vo A
5 = s =

As you are well aware, the Great Lakos are polluted. Who

should clean them up - the states ofwthe Unlted Statss bordering

upon them or the neighboring Canadian p*ovincesV Yet other

people in addition vO those living in neighboring states and

¢ provinces also Drofit from th”*use of the‘G:rat Lakes and the”

éapital in hi’ W

ment. Our states ha
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After reading "The Provinces" in Canada, Giant of the North,

p. 58‘59 list 10 responsibilities of’the rrovinces. Look at"

the United States Constitution. Compare the“provinciai resp,nsi-

At

bilities with the states.

Aétivitz 3 ; ]

Contrary to the hopes of the Founding Fathers of Carada, the
provinces have iuch. more power than originallJ intenﬂ=3; ,Inithe'
United States the opposite situatlan has taken place. In spite
of the probable intent of the Ame"ican Wounding Fathers when

writing the United States Constitution, otr Federal gove ent*-jii

——

A0 Former state a*‘fairs

- has taken an ever increasing ,ox'

ertion *even at the‘iocal

. Discuss'f Whatf’

Thisef
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