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"INYRODUCTION TO THE THEMES

The results for the Year 02 assessment (Reading and Litera-
.ture) are the first to be reported by theme. Coneeptually, a
theme defines a set of existing and potential exercises that re-
late to each other in content or some central idea that is mean-
1ngful to the subject "area of ¢concern. This format allows pre-~
senting all relevant results for each theme in a single report.

- The eight Reading. themes are descrlbed briefly at the end of this
1ntroductlon.

In its broadest sense, "reading" can mean.such diverse
things as a fortune teller's "reading" tea leaves, one person
"reading" another's facial expression and so on. National As-~
sessment is concerned with "readlng" in a narrower sense--those
"reading skills” usually taught in the schools~--and the percent-
ages of individuals who have attained those skills.

In everyday life, -people -encounter such diverse types of .
reading materials as books, newspapers, reference works, direc-
tions, sundry graphic materials and others. Many of these mate-
rials can be read "on the surface" or "in depth."” A person may
simply glean, 1$olated facts from reading materials; or he may re-’
late these facts to*recognlze the central idea the facts support,
draw complex inferences from the facts or cdriticize the content.
.In his essay, "Of Studies," Francis Bacon said,

Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed,

and some few to be chewed and digested; that is, some

books are to be read only in parts; others to be read

but not curiously; and some few to be read wholly, and

with-diligence and attention. .- . Reading maketh a

full man; . . .therefore, . . .if [a man] read little,

he--had need have much cunning, to seem to know that he

doth not. .

Some types of reading materials, therefore, neither require
nor merit-a deep, penetrating study that involves high level be-
haviors. Extrapolating from the Bacon quotation, we might say
that a "good" reader can, first of all, discriminate between
those materials that are best read shallowly and those that re-
quire. a reading.in depth. Then when he finds a work that needs
- to be "chewed and digested,"” he is able to do so- effectively. A
"poor" reader, on the other hand, ‘can at best cope with the
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"shallower" types of reading materials andjcan only muddle on the
surface of more profound works. : ———
’ The Reading themes represent both a variety of reading mate-
rials and a variety of behaviors these materials require. They
were developed by members of the National Assessment staff and
reading specialists to cluster the Reading exercises into re-
porting categories that are meaningful to lay persons, scholars
and educators who are concerned_with the reading skills of var-
ious groups of young Americans.

The themes are numbered-~-the lower numbers deSignating
skills that are usually identified with early reading and the i
higher numbers des1gnating high order skills. Successful per- '
formance on exercises in the higher numbered themes requires some
of the abilities measured in the lower numbered themes in addi-
tion to the higher order skill. This increasing complexity is
apparent in the brief descriptions (below) of the Reading themes.
A more detailed description of each theme appears in Chapter 1 of
the respective theme report. - |

Theme 1: Understand Words and Word Relationships

Since most reading materials contain words, any cognitive
behavior toward them requires at a minimum that the reader be
able to understand the meanings of words and how words relate to
form a meaningful whole. Exercises in this theme are of three
types. One type requires the individual to give the meaning of a
word occurring in isolation; another type requires the individual
to derive the meaning of a word from its contextual use; and a
third type requires the individual to recognize when sets of
words relate to form a meaningful whole.

* % % ok % % * % *

A person must be able to do more than merely recognize words
and word relationships. In order to function adequately in
everyday life, he must also be able to glean important facts from
many types of materials. Themes 2-5 are all concerned with a
person's ability to identlfy and extract significant factual in-
formation, but they differ in the method used to present the fac-

tual information.

1gee Chapter 3, General Information Yearbook (Report 02-GIY).
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Theme 2: Graphic:.Materials

Subtheme A: Interpret drawings and pictures

Subtheme B: Read signs and labels

Subtheme C: Read charts, maps and graphs

Subtheme D: Read forms

: —_—
Theme 2 is characterized by materials using a variety of

formats other than line-by-line narrative to convey their mes-
sages. Graphic materials can be used alone in lieu of line-by-
line narrative or can be used in conjunction with line-by-line
narrative to clarify or augment its meaning.

Theme 3: Written Directions

Subtheme A: Understand written directions
Subtheme B: Carry out written directions

Directions are information-imparting materials that tell ho.
to do something. The subtheme understand written directions re-
quires only that an individual Indicate that he could perform
what the directions state, given the opportunity. The subtheme
carry out written directions requires the. individual to actually
perform what the directions state under circumstances that imply
understanding as a prerequisite for adequate performance.

- Theme 4: Referepce Materials

Subtheme A: Know appropriate. reference sources
Subtheme B: Use reference materials effectively

In order to utilize information from reference materials, an
individual must first know which type of reference to consult for
a specific kind of information. This is the requirement of the
subtheme know appropriate reference sources. Once the appro-
priate source 1s located, an individual must be able to extract
the desired information, that is, use reference materials effec-
tively. 1In all but one exercise--which incorporated a real dic-
tionary--in the latter subtheme, facsimiles of reference mate-
rials were used.

Theme 5: Gleaning Significant Fabts From Passages

This theme requires the most concrete:- level of :behavior to-
ward line-by-line narrative. Some exercises require the indi-
vidual to extract certain facts while the passage is still avail-
able to him for reference. Other exercises require the :

»
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individual to recall certain facts when the passage is no longer
available. Still other exercises require the individual-to-dis- .
cern ways in which certain facts relate to each other. While all
three types of exercises are concerned with facts, they require
increasingly high levels of behavior.

* & % * & % * % %

Only if a person can successfully glean important facts from
the types of materials in Themes 2-5 is he able to function ade-
quately in everyday life. A good reader, however, goes beyond
just gleaning facts from materials. He is able to engage in
higher levels of behavior toward the materials. These higher
level behaviors are the 'topics of Themes 6~8. Most of the exer-
cisis involve line-by-line narrative, but- some represent mate-
rials like those in Themes 2-4.

Theme 6: Main Ideas and Organization .

Identifying the main idea of a passage or discovering its
organization requires a higher level of comprehension than merely
gleaning the important facts. Some exercises require the indi-
vidual to identify the main idea being expressed in a passage
either by suggesting an appropriate title or by identifying the
point the author is attempting to make. Other exercises require
the individual to identify the mode in which the author organizes
the facts.

‘Theme 7: Drawing Inferences

Drawing inferences requires that an individual derive a con-
clusion not explicitly stated in the passage but which logically
might be expected on the basis of the organization of the passage
and the information it contains. For some exercises, the indi~
vidual needs only the information in the passage to derive a con-
clusion; for others, however, he must also have some additional
information based upon his prior experience.

Theme 8: Critical Reading

Critical reading requires from an individual the highest
level of behavior--analysis and reasoning. In addition, it re-
quires a reaction to or an opinion about the passage. Critical
reading represents a deep interaction between author’' and reader
that can lead to..an understanding that is greater than the con-
tribution of either.

viii




METHODS OF DESCRIBING THE DATA

In order that the reader of this and other National Assess-
ment reports be able to obtain the fullest benefit and meaning of
the data we describe, we recommend that the reader consult the
General Information Yearbook (Report 02-GIY). This Yearbook dis-
closes the origin, purposes and goals of the National Assessment
project and the philosophy of assessment as contrasted to stand-
ardized testing. The Yearbook also presents the operational pro-
cedures and methods we use to obtain, score, analyze and describe
our data. We believe that this information is essential for the
reader to obtain a full understanding of National Assessment data.

Describing the Lata

We report results for four age levels (9, 13, 17 and young
adult, 2°-35). Within each age level across the nation as a
whole (national level), we give results for four regions of the
country (Northeast, Southeast, Central and West); two sexes (male
and female); two colors (Black and White); four levels of pa-
rental education (no high school, some high school, graduated
from high school and post high school); and seven sizes and types
of community for ages 9 and 13 and in-school age 17 (extreme
inner city, extreme rural, small city, medium city, rest of big
city, suburban fringe and extreme affluent suburb). Type of com-
munity information was not available for individuals in the out-
of-school assessment (young adults and some l7-year-olds). For
this reason, we report for young adults, only the results for
four sizes of community (big city, small place, medium city and
urban fringe). The size and type of community data reportad for
17-year-olds agplies only to those enrolled in school at the fime
of assessment.

Most exercises have answers that can be scored "correct" or
"incorrect." Many others, however, while having answers that
cannot be scored "correct" or "incorrect," have some best answer
or most desirable answer. We use the term--percentage of success
-=to describe the proportion of individuals wﬁo gave the correct,
best or most desirable answer to an exercise. We express a

-

lsee the General Information Yearbook, Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY)
for defini#ions of these age levels and groups.

ix




peréentage of success for the nation as a whole (entire age
level) and for each of these groups on each exercise.

We then determine the difference between the percentage of
success for each group and the percentage of success for the na-
tion as a whole, and the number we obtain is called an effect.
An effect is expressed as the percentage of success for a group

minus the percentage of success for the nation as a whole. For
example:

Northeast . National . = Northeast
$ of Success - $ of Success Effect

kh positive (greater than zero) effect means that a larger
percentage of individuals in a group gave an acceptable answer to
an exercise than did so in the nation as a whole. For example,
if 74% of 13-year-olds in the Northeast gave an acceptable answer,
but only 68% of the 13-year-olds in the nation as a whole gave an
acceptable answer, the Northeast effect for 13-year- . ds would be

Northeast - National ‘. Northeast
% of Success $ of Success ) Effect
74% - 68% o= 6%

A negative (less than zero) effect means that a smaller per-
centage of individuals in a group gave an acceptable answer to an
exercise than uid so in- the nation as a whole. For example, if
52% of 9-year-olds in the West gave an acceptable answer but 60%
of 9-year-olds in the nat on as a whole gave an acceptalle answer,
the West effect for 9-year-olds would be

‘West _ National - West
% of Success % of Success Effect
52% - - 60% = -8

Limitationa of the Data

The National Assessment of Educational Progress was created
to provide data regarding the educational achisvements of various
groups of young ’mericans in 10 subject areas. Within the

2art, Career and Occupational Development, Citizenship, Literature,
Mathematics, Music, Reading, Science, Social Studies and Writing.




limits of error due to measurement3 and sampling error,4 the data.
presented in Natlonal Assessment reports accurately describe the
educational achievements of these groups as they exist in the )
real world. .These data portray the problems facing education--
improving the educational achievements of various groups of stu-
dents. .

Although we refer to the observed difference between an a-
chievement for a group ‘and that for the nation as a whole as a
group effect, we do not imply a cause-effect relationship between
membership in a group and that group's level of achievement. Our
use of the term effect derives solely from a statistical usage.
National Assessment is not intended to provide reasons for dif-
ferences if they exist. Many factors can and frequently do af-
fect the educational achievements of members of various groups.
Consider, for example, a hypothetical group whose achievement is
well above the national level. Most members of the group may at-
tend schools that have excellent physical facilities and high
qgquality faculties, belong to high social-economic families, have
many reading materials available in the home, be encouraged by
their parents and so on. All these factors--and others--could
contribute to the group's high level of achievement while member-
ship in the group itself may contribute very little or nothing.
We . simply cannot assess some of these contributing factors di-
rectly. Some of these factors are points of sensitivity to var-
ious groups. The information necessary to assess certain factors
is often not obtainable (for example; younger children may not
know the information). Other factors may not yet have been iden-
tified. The-factors we assess "stand in" for many other factors
that can and do influence educational achievement and, therefore,
reflect different levels of achievement among groups.

The name of a group rs merely a categorical label. There-
fore, the characteristic(s) indicated by a group's name must not

3Measurement error stems from three basic sources: (1) the meas-
uring instrument; for example, instructions-may be misleading or
questions may be vaguely phrased or contain a tipoff to the cor-
rect answer; (2) the examinee; for example, may be emotionally
upset, physically 11l or handicapped or- lack motivation; and

(3) the measurement 51tuatlon, for example, temperature and’
lighting conditions, noise level, pleasantness of surroundings
and the test admlnlstrator.

44hen data are obtalned from samples of entire populations, it is
improbable that the numbers we obtain are exactly the same as we
would have obtained from the entire populatlon. See the General
Informatlon Yearbook, Chapter 10 and Appendix C (Report 02-GIY)
for a discussion of sampling error and standard error.

SR |
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be construed as necessarily being the cause or even ‘as be1ng a
cause for the high or low achievement of that group compared to
the national level. Often, a disproportionately large percentage
: of members of a group of interest are also members of particular
groups deflned by other factors, all these factors may contribute
X to the group's hlgh (or low) level of achievement.

e v A VI 08 ool TR

The aim of Nat%onal Assessment is to describe the educa-
tional achievements of entire groups, that is, populations.
. While we do not obtain data from all members of any group, we ob-
b tain data from carefully selected representative samples. Even
data obtained in this way, however, are subject to error. Be-
" cause of this error, the group effects we observe in the sample
> data will not be exactly the same as they would be if we were to
‘ assess all members of the group. We use statistical procedures -
. to determlne the probable extent .of this- sampllng error.

Our major concern is w1th the direction of Qgpulatlon ef-
b fects. When we look at each sample effect, therefore, we need to
. ask, "Is this sample effect large ‘enough that we can be reason-
ably certain that the direction of the populatlon.effect is the
~same as that of the sample effect?" - When the size of a sample
effect is at least two times as large as its standard error, the
probability is at most 5% that an effect this large or larger
would be obtained from a sample if no. real population effect in
that direction existed. We call such effects reliable and indi-
_ cate them on exhibits with asterisks (*) to show that the indi-
cated direction is reasonably certain for the population effect.

UV
.

Reasonable certainty of direction is often not the same as
a sample effects' being 1arge enough for the corresponding -popu-
lation effect to be of practlcal importance. This must be judged
by the user. In making such judgments about sample effects, how-
ever, the user must pay attention to their reliability. If a
sample effect is not reliable--if we cannot be reasonably certain
that it has the same direction as the correspondlng population
effect, we cannot place much weight on its size even if we would
judge its size and direction quite important knowing this value
to be the population effect.

PRI
.

Summarizing the Data

Ir summarizing the data for a group, we talk of the group's
overall behavior and certain specific behaviors. An overall be-
havior is represented numerically by the group's median effect
‘and reflects its relative performance as a whole on a theme. A
specific behavior is represented numerically by a group's effect
on a given exercise (or part of an exercise) and reflects its
relative performance only on that exercise (or part). Summary

—~
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Summary statements about a group's overall behavior are derived
from the groyp's specific effects on the individual exercises in
a theme; however, it is often the case that such general state-
ments about overall behavior do not adequately describe some of
the specific effects. Therefore, caution must be exercised when
applying summary statements to individual exercises. Summary
statements -describe a group's overall behavior on a set of exer-
cises, that is, the behavior we would expect from the group based
on the data at hand. 1In addition to describing each group's
overall behavior, we also indicate those exercises on which each
group behaved differently thgn we would expect relative to its
own overall or median level.

In summarizing the data for a theme, we would like to make a
single statement that describes each group's overall behavior
relative to the national levz2l. One suitable number that des-
cribes such overall behavior is the agroup's median effect. It
tells where the center of the distribution of a group's effects
is located, that is, half the effects are above and half below
the median value. However, it could be misleading to say that a
group's overall behavior is above or below the national level
simply because its median effect is above or below the national
level. A group whose median effect is close to the national
level (for example, 0.2) probably behaved more like than very
different from the natlonal level on the given set of exercises
(theme) .

We stated above that we could place little weight on unreli-
able effects. However, if a large enough proportion of ‘a group's
effects--even if none are reliable~-occur either above or below

-the national level, we have an indication that ‘the group's

overall behavior tends to be above or below the national level.
If, in addition to having a large proportion of its effects oc-
curring-in one direction, a group has many reliable effects, we
have an indication that the group's overall behavior differs more
strongly from the national level. -We have adopted the following
rules to describe when a group's overall behavior (1) tends to be
about the same as the national level, (2) tends to be different
(differs weakly) from the national level or (3) is characteristi-
cally different (differs strongly) from the national level.

.1l. A group's overall behavior on a theme tends to be
"about the same as the national level if fewer than

T

5A median is the point in an ordered set of values below which
50% of the values occur. For a more complete description of the .

niedian, see the General Information Yearbook, Appendix E (Report
02-GIY).
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75% of its effects occur either above or below the
national levelé In other words, if a group's
upper quartile® effect is pogitive (greater than
zero) and the lower quartile® effect is negative
(less than zero), the group's overall behavior
tends to be about the same as the national

level.

2a. A group's overall behavior on a theme tends to be
above the national level if at least 75% of 1its
eifects are positive. In other words, if a group's
lower quartile effect is positive, the group's
overall behavior tends to be above the national
level. ’

2b. A group's overall behavior on a theme tends to be
below the national level if at least 75% of 1its
effects are negative. In other words, if a group's
upper quartile effect is negative, the group's
overall behavior tends to be below the national
level. . :

3a. A group's overall behavior on a theme is charac-
- teristically above the national level if at least
75% of its effects are positive and if more than
50% of its effects are reliably greater than zero.

’ - ) @
3b. A group's overall behavior on a theme is charac- R
" teristically below the national level if at least’
75% of its effects are negative and if more- than
50% of its effects are reliably Iess than zero.

Both directional tendencies and directional characteristics
provide a means of comparing each group's overall behavior with
the national level. They do not tell us, however, on which exer-
cises a group behaves quite differently than we would expect on
the basis of its overall behavior.

6The lower quartile is the point in an ordered set of values

below which 25% of the values occur. The upper quartile is the
point in an ordered set of values below which 75% of the values
occur. For a more complete description of the quartiles, see the
General Information Yearbook, Appendix E (Report 02-GIY). '
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Atypical Group Behaviors

In addition to describing each group's overall behavior
relative to the national level, we describe each group's specific
behaviors relative to its own overall leyvel of behavior. As we
stated earlier, a suitable number that describes a group's
overall behavior is its median effect. Note on Exhibit M-l how a
group's effects distribute around the median point. An arrow (=)
indicates the location of the median point of each distribution.
For many. groups, some effects stand notably apart from most of
those in the distripution. We can think of these outstanding ef-
fects as representing a group's atypical behaviors, that is, the
group's specific effects that differ markedly from its overall
behavior (or median level) We have -adopted the following rule
to identify those exercises on which a group exhibits atypical
behavior.

If an effect for a‘*given exercise departs from the median
effect by an amount at least two and one half times as s _large as
the pooled standard error’ of all the group's eifects for a glven
set of exercises (theme), the group's behavior on that exercise
is atypical. Again, look at the example exhibit (M-1). The zero
line (55 represents the national level of behavior. An effect is
represented by a box with an X ([X] ) unless it is atypical. An
atypical effect is represented by an open box ([]).

If a group s overall behav1or has no d1rect10na1 tendency,
that is, if it tends. to be about the same as thé national level,
it suffices to say that an atypical behavior is high or low for
that group. See, for example, the distribution of effects for
the small city group (SC) on Exhibit M-1.

on the other hand, if a group's overall behavior has either
a directional tendency or a directional characteristic above the
national level, or if a group's overall behavior has either a
directional tendency or a directional characteristic below the

national level; it is not sufficient to say that a group's atyp- -

ical behavior is 51mpl—_ngh or low. Consider, for example, the
distributions for two groups from Exhibit M-1. The overall be-
havior for the no high school (NHS) parental education group is
characteristically below the national level, and the overall be-
havior for the post high school (PHS) group is characteristically

7Chapter 10 and Appendix C of the General Information Yearbook

(Report 02-GIY) discuss the meaning and use of the standard.
error. Appendix C gives the formula for the pooled standard .
error we use.
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Exhibit M-1
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KEYS:

Region

SE
W
C
NE
Sex

M

- F

Southeast
West
Central

. Northeast

Maie
Female

Color

B
W

Black
‘White

Parental Education

NHS
SHS
GHS
PHS

Size

No High Cchool
Some High 'School

. Graduated from High School

Post High School

-and Type of Community (STOC)

EIC
ER
SC
MC
RBC
SF
EAS .

Size

Extreme Inner City
Extreme Rural
mall City

dium City
Rest of Big City
Suburban Fringe
Extreme Affluent Suburb

of Community (SOC)

BC
SP
MC
UF

"Big City
Smaller Places
Medium City
Urban Fringe

/

1,
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above the national level. The atypically low behaviors of the
NHS group are even farther from the national level than its own
median level® while the atypically low behaviors of the PHS group
would be closer to the naticnal level than its own median level.
Conversely, the atypically high behaviors of the PHS group are
even further from the national level than its own median level
while the atypically high behaviors of the NHS group are closer
to the national level than its own median level.

-

It seems logical that we consider together (1) those atyp-
ical behaviors that are farther from the national level than a
group's own median level and (2) those atypical behaviors that
are closer to® the national level than a group's own median level.

In summary, in the age level chapters (3, 4, 5 and 6), we
give particular attention to those exercises on which each group
had atypical behaviors. If a group's overall behavior has no
directional tendency, we describe the group's overall behaviors
as being either high or low. 1If a group's overall behavior has
a directional tendency or a directional characteristic, we des-
cribe the group's atypical behaviors as farther from or closer to
the national level than the group's own median level.

8an atypical effect (or behavior) described as closer to the na-
tional level most often is. less extreme in the same direction as
a group's tendency or characteristic. It sometimes happens, how-
ever, that a "closer to" atypical behavior occurs in the opposite
direction from the national level as the group's median level.

" - We use the single term, closer to, to describe all atypical be-

haviors that depart.from a group's median level in the direction
of the national level.
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CHAPTER 1

THEME 4: REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are unique in that they are organized to
facilitate retrieval of specific types of information. By the
same token, an individual is usually seeking a specific kind of
information when he "roads" or uses reference materials. The
process of gleanlng information from reference materials is
regarded as a study skill. In this light, the process of glean-
ing information from written directions (Theme 3) and from charts,
maps and graphs (Subthcme 2C) can be regarded as a study skill;
and these materials can be regarded as types of reference materials.

Besides understanding words and word relationships, in order
for an individual to utilize reference materials effectively, he
must first know what refererce source to use. Once he has located
the proper source, he must know how to locate the specific infor-
mation he is seeking. The exercises in Theme 4 are divided into
two subthemes on this basis.

A. Know appropriate reference sources.
B. Use reference materials effectively.

Subtheme A requires that the reader know the kinds of infor-
mation contained in various reference sources. An exercise in
this subtheme typically asks, "In which of the following would .
you look to find 2"

Exercises in Subtheme B generally consist of a facsimile of
a reference source from which an individual is required to extract
certain bits of information.

In everyday life, individuals frequently need .to obtaln
certain specific kinds of informatioh. %Therefore, a good working
knowledge of reference sources and a prof1c1ency in gleaning this
information from them is one of several necessary readlng skills,
but it is not sufficient for adequate functioning in everyday

.1ife, since people must cope with still other types of reading

materials.




CHAPTER 2

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

In summarizing the data for Theme 4: Reference Materials, we
compare the overall performance of the various groups to the
national level on the set of exercises representing Theme 4. An
overall performance represents the behavior we would expect, on
the basis of the data at hand, from a given group on reference
materials.’

Exhibit 2-1 shows the median group effects at each age level.
Exhibit 2-2 chows the directional tendencies and the directional
characteristics! of ithe overall group behaviors represented by
the median effects.

1. A zero (0) indicates that a group's overall behavior
tends to be about the same as the national level.

2a. A plus sign (+) indicates that a group's overall
behavior tends to be above the national level.

2b. A minus sign (-) indicates that a group's overall
»-wibeﬁavior tends to be below the national level.

3a. A double plus sign .(++) indicates that a group's
overall behavior is characteristically above the
national level. ’

3b. A double minus sign (--) indicates that a group's
overall behavior is characteristically below the
national level. :

lphese terms are defined in Methods of Describing the Data, in the
section Summarizing the Data.

z 3




EXHIBIT 2-1

Madian Group Effects at Each Age Level

Age Level 9 13 17
No. of Effects (17) (26) (22)

Region
Southeast
West
Central
Northeast

Sex
Male
Female

Color
Black
White

Parental Education
No High School
Some High School
Graduated High School
Post High School

Size and Type of Community¥
Extreme Inner City
Extreme Rural
Small City
Medium City
Rest of Big City
Suburban Fringe
Extreme Affluent Suburb

SO WwS
[ ] [ ] ) [ ] ® L ] ®
AT & > O

H

Size of Community
~ Big City
Small Place
Medium City
Urban Fringe

*Pype of community information was not available for out-of-school
individuals (young adults and some l7-year-olds). Size and type
of community median effects at age 17 apply only to those in
school.




EXHIBIT 2-2

Directional Tendencies and Directional Characteristics -

Age Level 9 13 17 Adult
Region
Southeast - - -— -
West 0 0 0 +
] Central + + ++ +
Northeast 4 + + +
o ’ Sex )
i ] Male -- - - 0
Female . ++ ++ ++ 0 ’
1 Color
4 i Black - - - —
White ++ ++ ++ ++
Parental Education
No High school - -- - -
Some High School - - - - -
Graduated High School + 0 + +
Post High School T4+ ++ ++ ++
Size and Type of Community#*
Extreme Inner City - - -
Extreme Rural - - -
Small City 0 0 -
Medium City 0 0 0
Rest of Big City + - +
Suburban Fringe + 0 +
Extreme Affluent Suburb ++ ++ ++

Size of Community

Big City -
Small Place 0
Medium City 0
Urban Fringe +

*Type of community information was not available for out-of-school
individuals (young adults and some 17-year-olds). Size and type
ofhcommunity median effects at age 17 apply only to those in
school.




CHAPTER 3

RESULTS FOR AGE 9 -

The 9-year-olds participating in the 1970-71 Reading assess-
nent were born during the calendar year 1961. About three fourths
of them were enrolled in the fourth grade at the time of the
assessment, and most of the remainder were enrolled in the third
grade.

First, we describe each group's overall behavinc on the
Theme 4 exercises, then we indicate those exercises onrn which the
group's performance differs atypically from the group's median
level. Finally, we present each released exercise and an exaibit
showing the results for each group on that exercise.

Seventeen specific effects (behaviors) on reference materials
are summarized at age 9. Ten of these represent released exer-
cises and are described in detail. The other seven behaviors
represent unreleased exercises to be used in future assessments.
Exhibit 3-1 s’.ows the distribution of the 17 effects representing
Theme 4 for each group relative to the national level indicated
by the § line. EFEach group's median level is indicated by an
arrow (+). Each specific behavior is represented by a box with
an X (1) unless it differs atypically from the group's median
level; then it is represented by an open box ().

When a group's overall behavior has been described as tending
to be above (+) or tending to be below (-), or as characteristi-
cally above (++) or characteristically below (--) the national
level, a specific behavior for that group can be: (1) atypically
farther from the national level than is the group's median level
or (Z) atypically closer to' the national level.

When a group's overall behavior has been described as tending
to be about the same as the national level (0), a specific behavior

!An atypical effect (or behavior) described as being closer to
the national level may be (1) less extreme in the same direction
as the group's tendency or characteristic, or (2) it may occur
in the opposite direction from the national level as the group's

/'

median level.

'




EXHIBIT 3-1a L

Distribution of. Effects for 2ge9

Region Sex Color

’4.9 3.1’ ’2.2 ’14.9
-3.0 2.3 2.2 2.7



§
!
!
i
?

o
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EXHIBIT 3-1B

Distribution of Effects for Age 9

Parental Size and Type of
Education - Community

b

Median
Effect

N
+ L 2
P
‘ L J

NHE BHE OHE PHE £C ER SC MC NKCHF ©RS

-9.9._ 1.7 -14.9 -1.6 0.6 9.1

-2.8 7.2 -8.2 0.2 5.3
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for that group can be atypically high or low relative to the group's

“median level.

Region

"With a median effect of -4.9, Southeast 9-year-olds had an
overall behavior characteristically below the national level.
They had no atypical behavio:s.

Western 9-year-olﬁs had a median effect of -3.0 and an over-
all behavior that tended to be below the national level. They
had no atypical behaviors.

: Central and Northeastern 9~-year~olds had median effects of
3.1 and 2.3, respectively. The overall behavior of both groups
tended to be above the national level. The Central group had no

“atypical behaviors, but the Northeastern group performed atypi-

cally farther from the national level on Exercise R408 tbhat
required knowing that an encyclopedla is the best source to find
out about windmills. ’

-~

Sex

While boys had .1 median effect of -2.2 and an overall behavior
characteristically below the national level, girls had a median

. effect of 2.2 and an overall behavior characteristically above

the national level. However, both boys and girls performed atypi-
cally closer to the national level on Exercise R41302 that
requlred detecting from a TV Guide that they could not watch an
entire zoo program if they watched the entlre movie because they
overlapped in tlmlng.

Coior

While Black 9-yea~-olds had a median effect of -14.9 and an
overall behavior characteristically below the national level,
White 9~year-olds had a median effect of 2.7 and an overall
behavior characteristically above the national level., Both groups,
however, performed atypically farther from the national level on
an unreleased exercise (U410) that required them to recognize
which of several reference sources they should use to find out
about ,the Declaration of Independence. Blacks also performed
atypicaliy farther from the national level on a released exercise
(R408) that required recognizing the encyclopedia as the best
source: to*flnd out about windmills.

10
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Parental Education?

The no high school group had a median effect of -9.9 and an
overall behavior characteristically below the national level.
Their behavior was atypically farther from the national level on
Exercise R41303 that required determining from a TV Guide that
the reason no new program was listed on Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m.
was that the baseball game ran until 4:00 p.m. ’

With a median effect of -2.8, the some high school group had
an overall behavior that tended to be below the national level.
They performed atypically farther from:the national level on
Exercise U410 that required them to recognize in which of several
sources they could find out about-the Declaration of Independence.

With a median effect of 1.7, the graduated from high school
group had an overall behavior tending to be above the national
level. They had no atypical behaviors. ]

The post high school group had a median effect of ‘7.2 and an
overall behavior characteristically above the national level.
Their behavior was atypically farther from the national level on
Exercise R408 that required recognizing the encyclopedia as the
best source to find out about windmills and on Exercise U410. that
required recognizing in which of several sources to find out about
the Declaration of Independence. However, they performed atypi-
cally closer to the national level on another unreleased exercise
(U404) that required recognizing which of several depicted sources
would give the meaning of words.

Size and Type of Community?®

With a median effect of -14.9, the extreme inner city group
had an overall behavior characteristically below the national
level. They had no atypical behaviors.

The extreme rural group had a median effect of -8.2 and an
overall behavior tending to be below the national level. However,
they performed atypically closer to the national level on Exer-
cise R411 that required recognizing that in a telephone directory,
Jones would be listed between Johnson and Judson.

2gee’ the General Information Yearbook, Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY)
for definifiqns of the parental education groups.

’See the General Information Yearbook, Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY)
for definitions of the size and type of -community groups.

11
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The small city, medium city and rest of big city groups had
median effects of -1.6, 0.2 and 0.6, respectively. All three
groups had overall behaviors that tended to be about the same as
the national level. None of the groups had any atypical behaviors.

The suburban fringe group had a median effect of 5.3 and an
overall behavior that tended to be above the national level.
Their behavior was atypically farther from the national level on
Exercise R41ll (Jones in telephone directory).

With a mediaﬁ-effect of 9.1, the extreme affluéht suburb
group had an overall behavior characteristically above the national
level. They had no atypical behaviors.

The data for each released exercise representing reference
materials are presented in the following manner. The upper part
of the left page shows the exercise number and age level. Then
the exercise is shown as it appeared to the respondent except )
that the correct answer is indicated. The percentage of 9-year-
olds choosing each answer is also shown. B

The exhibit on the lower part of the page shows the national
percentage of success and the percentage of success for each
group both tabularly (leftmost column of figures) and graphically

- (horizontal bars). The second column of figures on the left side

of the exhibit shows the effects for all groups with asterisks

(*) indicating those that are reliably different from the national
percentage of success. The effects can also be seen graphically.
Note the vertical dashed line descending from the end of the
national percentage bar. This allows a visual comparison of each

group percentage of success with the national percentage of
success.

The right page again gives the exercise number and age level.
It also gives the objective and major subobjective for which the
exercise was written and a brief description of the exercise with
unusual or interesting responses pointed out when appropriate.

12




RELEASED EXERCISES




Exercise 406 -~ Age 9
»

Nat'l 8 What is the BEST way to find out if there is some-
Cchoosing thing about Eskimos in & book?
Each Answer N

48.4% @ Look in the index.

10.0% Look in the glossary.

[a)
20.3% ¢ Look at the title page.
9.0% O Look through all the pages.
[a)
[a)

9.3% Skim through the introduction.

2.9% ‘I don't know.

0.2 No response

36 12 379 (1UYB06013 ROD30039 913

WATIONAL AND GROUP PERCENTAGES OF SUCCESS
H
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|
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|
|
|
)
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|
|
|
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Suburban Fringe #9600000000000000000000000000000000000spootes
Extreme Aff Suburh (IITTITTT] stesee eseny (1]
a2

- ————— A ————————— . 7 —— ——— o V" ———
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Exercise 406 -- Age 9

Overlaps: Age 13

Objective III: Use what is read.

-Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

While this exercise asks for the best way to find out if

. there is something about Eskimos (not necessarily as the main .

topic) in a book, .the question could be generalized to any topic.
Only 48% of 9-year-olds correctly responded "Look in the index."
The answer, "Look at the title page," attracted twice as many
responses as the other incorrect answers. A book containing
"something about Eskimos" might have the word "fskimo" or some
other indicator in the title, but not necessarily.

15
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Exercise 408 -~ Age 9 A
ﬁ * Read the question and £ill in the oval beside the correct answer.
- Nat'l -If you had to tell your class about windmills, which
Choosing of these would b the BEST book to use? -
4 Each Answer .
5.8% O An atlas V
) *26.2% © A dictionary
57.4% @ An encyclopedia - ‘
3.8% O The Yellow Pages in the telephone book
6.2% O I don't know.
0.5% No response - «
. e - »
i + { L B
.
X
¥07 03 03+x408013 RO0300R0 9 13
'
NATIONAYL AND GROUP PERCENTAGES OPF SUCCESS
% OF GROYP PRRCENTAGE OP SUCCESS
3UCC23s  ERPECT YARIABLE _____ GROUP
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
+ + + + + + + + + + +
51.“ ——- ”\‘X‘IONAL ...‘..“.‘.“.‘l..‘.‘.‘...“l.“..““....‘.“' '
I ]
| |
REGION | ]
47.6 -9,8% Southeast EERIIIITI I DL LT PPy P Y P TP YT T A 1
80.4 -7, 0% Hest AL I I PP PR P PR T Y T Py P P P P ey | ]
62.1 4.7 Central SESSEEULENALSIEELELENELEEILLLEIEELTLLTAIIISREYINS |
66.5 9, 1« wortheast SESssAssSESEnsEseen sssss ssgasssssse |
| |
) | B
SEX | ]
56.7 -0.8 Male SSSSSSREENESRSININEEtNEENTISISLSIESSSSSIRSES| |
JSR.2 0.8 ®omale ELITTTTTTE PR E P YT PPTY PRves ssee t |
. 1 |
| !
COLOR | |
36.5 -21.0% g8lack LTI AT T I LT PO PP T P YY) i N |
f1,7 4,2¢ white ETTTTT T T T TY PY PPOey [TTY Y] fess |
| |
PARENTAL_2DUCATION { |
44.1 -13,3 N> High School SEESELELLLELENLLLE L FELLLLLLEAEEEE LS | |
52.7 -4.7 Some H#igh School b . bbb b hdddd | 1
SY,.6 -2.8 Graduated High sch. SENRELEEILELL NSS4 SILELLILLTLELIILRIIIS000S | ]
71.3 13,9~ Post High School LIS ENEILELIINLEEIISINRSSEINERISEERIFISRRESINESS ]
! t
SIZZ=AND-TYPE - | |
OF_COYNUNITY ] |
9.9 =17, 5% Extteme Inner City s ssessen . ] ]
49.0 -8.5 Txtreme Rural  es» b . | ]
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Exercise 408 ~- Age 9

Overlaps: Age'13

Objective III: Use what is read.
Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

-
-

On this exercise, 9-year-olds had to select the best refer-
ence source where they might find information about windmills.
Fifty-seven percent of them correctly said an encyclopedia, but
nearly half that many (26%) said a dictionary. A dietionary
would give information about windmills in tihe sense of defini-
tions but not as thorough as that in’ an encyclopedia. Perhaps
some 9-year-olds do not know what an encyc¢lopedia is.
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Exercise 409 -- Age §

Read the qulliion and £i11 in the oval beside the correct answer.

1f you.like books which ere NOT ebout people, which

Nat'l &
g::gl::g'.t one of the following would you read?
4.8 O The Jazz Men
4.18 O Johnny Tremaine
7338 @ ALl ebout Plephants
11,78 & Who's in Charge of Lincoln?
5.7% O 1 don't know.
0.5; No response
y-

N08 03 3/t 03ex4090

X op 6300P
S0CCEST  RRPECT
73.3 -
€1.2 =S.1¢
13.5 0.2
72.8 -0.8
7.5 8.2+
7.1 -2.2
75.8 20
58 -18, 6+
5.8 2.5¢
63.5 -9,7¢
73.7 0.8
,1'. 902
79.9 6.7¢

2.1 -1.2
5.8 2.5
0.5 7.2% %
8.6 5.3
77.% 8.2 .

11 119000R0
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€OL0R
Black
thice
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11X
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4edium City
Rest Of Big City
Subucban Pringe
fztreme Aff Suburd

9 13
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Exercise 409 -- Age 9

Overlaps: Age 13

Objective IV: Reason logically from what is read.

Subobjective A: Draw appropriate inferences from the material ;

' that is read and "read between the lines" where
necessary. )

Seventy-three percent of 9-year-olds were able.-to say that
if they wanted to read a book NOT about people, they would read
All about Elephants!

v




Exarcise 411 -~ Age 9

You want to call Mr. Jones On the telephone. You look in the

L

AT Vi) e g DTG YL RSt

telephone book for his number. You would £ind it between which

nanes?

Nat'l 8

Choosing

zach Answer «

2,18 © Jackson and Jacobs '
3.08 O Jacobs and James
20,08 <D James and Johneon |
62.5% @ Johnson and Judson
3.0 O Judson and Justus
.48 O 1 don't know,
1.2% No response
;
i
39 08 /1 Oaexs1101) 20033020 9 13
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Exercise 411 -~ Age 9
Overlaps: Age 13

Objective III: Use what is read.
Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

Here is an exercise on locking up a name in the telephone
directory. This particular task requires being able tc alpha-
betize to at least the third letter in the names. Since the
third -and fourth answers .re directed at the name Johnson, 9-year-
olds had to recognize that Jon...as in Jones comes after Joh...as
in Johnson, not ahead of it. Sixty-three percent succeeded, but
20% said Jones would be between James and Johnson. Apparently,
they did not carry their alphabetization far enough. .

o
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Enercine 412 =~ Age 9

(Give gictionary to stedeat.
Ask the firet two’' questions and record the main points of nis
responees.)

41201 .
riret ask: “wWhat is & dictionary?®
7.0
~ (dictionaryt ’A »ook that felle you what words mes
A book that tella you how to use wrdo.'i
41202 -
Then ask: °What does the werd ‘define’ mean?®_°°
17.40

®° (Define: 'ro give the metning of wﬁo‘
tell what the werd medns,

-

{If the student defines.both worde ocrrectly, Tead A-E ts him and
roverd his anowers, even if he cannet 4o 30me or sll of the teska.
1f de cannot define one or deth of the voua, give him the detini-
tion(s), um the uethu:y and shovi u! Aim & word and its
detinicion § $ 03 th A.

It he anovers A, aither a. “!

B-E. If Mo cannet anawer A, uvo the definition{s)

nOre and repeat A. If he answers A, aither eonocuy
Smoetly, continue vith 3-2. If he ateps werking, m
Aim to continue. If he otill cannet answer A, 4. t »

. explein the situation in A, and 9o to the aet e,

w10 223 177 15°x812900 11030020

41203

91.3% words det

41204

Tell me the last word dafined in the °P* section.

$3.00 ﬁd“J

41208

201l me the number of the last pege in the
dictionary.

2. _432/

41206 R

Tell me the aunder of the ’o!conmlenmeca
tind cut vhat the wecrd “baks” nesns.

71.2% J -

41207

Tell e the werd which is defined just befors the

word *hovse® ant the word which is detined juat
sfter the werd "house.*

Just befors
€S.4%

Just after
41200

38.7% All five parts correct (41203-07)

*other Acceptable Words

sl) around, allspice, anm, anun, alluaion, ally,
sluminun, alma mater, &
alme, slas houss, sloe, aloft, sloha, along, slongeide,
aloof, sloud, slp, slpacs, sipha, slphadbet

13 17
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Exercise 412 -- Age 9

Overlaps: Ages 13, 17 and Adult

Objective III: Use what is read.
Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

For this exercise, 9-year-olds were given an actual iiction-
ary and then were asked to find a number of things in it. On
part 41203, 91% could give at least three words listed on page
15. On part 41204, however, only 53% couvld give the last word
(python) defined in the "P" section. On part 41205, 93% could
give the number of the last page in the book. ©On part 41206,
71% could give the number of the page where they could find out
what the word -"bake" means. On part 41207, 65% could give the
words defined just before and just after "house." Thirty-nine
percent were correct on all five parts (41208). The exhibit con
the opp051te page pertainz to the percentages of. 9-year-olds 1n
the various groups who were correct on all five parts.
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Exercise 413 -- Age 9
{Give the student a copy of the TV schedule* and v to him,
“Here is part of a TV guide you might £ind in a ;paper. After N
you have read it, I will ask you some qutstions wuout it. You
may look at the schedule as many times as is necessary to answer
the questions.”) .
2:00 p.m. - [2] ~Super Mutt - Cartoons
. -
1
raterial oo /eted Hice.
-r‘o cafyr/,/ﬂ"
. . .- < . X . )
re<trictrms .
L 4 . .
- ~ popular music of 13cal groups. = v B ]
(Read the questions to the student and record his answers.)
41301
Which program is being run for at least a second time?
i oy _hvtien)o - .
: .
¢
¢ *Adapted from TV Guide (® Magazine, with permission. .
+ TR
X111 02 3/1 01*Xu13010 21030939 ) 9 1317 . , . i .
— ; - . R
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41302
Nat'l If you watched the entire movie, could you
Choosing algo see the entire program about the San
Bach Answer Oiego Zoo?

41.5% O Yes

48.0% @ o

9.5¢ < I don't know.
l.0% No response
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41303

Why ie there no new program lieted on Channel 4
beginning et 3:00 p.m.?

44.0%

11 92 5,1

< np

$0CC233

TR

22.)

51.9

5.1
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83.9
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4.7
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At what time are the cartoons shown?
13.00 _Sf- o0 L2-rn.
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41305

How long is the program on Channel 6 at
pom.2?

Nat'l ¢
Choosing 3:00
Each Answer

A17.1% 30 minutes

58.9% 60 minutes

8.2% 90 pinutes

o
L
o
o

2,198 120 minutes

12.2% - -I-don't know.

1.58 No response
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41306 Summary of the five parts

0.6% No response
7.2% O parts correct

16.3% 1 part correct

22.9% 2 parts correct
23.2% 3 parts correct
18.9% 4 parts correct

16.8% 5 parts correct

Al 8 st ¢ mismomrionns

The exhibit below gives the percentages of the various
groups responding correctly on all five parts.
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Exercise 413 -~ Age 9

Overlaps: Ages 13, 17 and Adult

Objective III: Use what is read.

"Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

This exercise asks for a variety of information one might find
in a TV Guide. On part 41301, 37% of 9-year-olds were able to
recognize that the word meant that "Children's Variety"

. was being run for at least a second time. On part 41302, 48%

could tell that if they watched the entire movie, they could not
also see the entire program about the San Diego Zoo. On part
41303, 44% could tell that no new program was listed on Channel 4
at 3:00 p.m. because a baseball game on that channel lasted until
4:00 p.m. On part 41304, 73% could give the time (2:00 p.m.)
that the. cartoons are shown. On part 41305, 59% could tell that
the 3:00 p.m. program on Channel 6 lasted 60 minutes. Eleven
percent of 9-year-olds responded correctly on all five parts.

30




CHAPTER 4

RESULTS FOR AGE 13

The l3-year-olds participating in the 1970-71 Reading assess-
ment'were born during the calendar year 1957. About three fourths
of them were enrolled in the eighth grade at the time of the
assessment, and most of the remainder were enrolled in the seventh
‘grade.

First, we describe each group's overall behavior on the
Theme 4 exercises, then we indicate those exercises on which the
group's performance differs atypically from the group's median
level. Finally, we present each released exercise and an exhibit
showing the results for each group on that exercise.

Twenty-s;x spec;flc effects (behaviors) on reference materials
are summarized at age 13. Fourteen of these represent released
exercises and are described in detail. The other 12 behaviors
represent unreleased exercises to be used in future assessments.
Exhibit 4-1 shows the distribution of the 26 effects representing
Theme 4 for each group relative to the national level indicated
by the § line. A group's median level is indicated by an arrow
(+). Each specific behavior is indicated by a box with an X
() unless it differs atypically from the group's median level;
then it is represented by an open box ([J ).

When a group's overall behavior has been described as tending
to be above (+) or tending to be below (~), or as characteristi-
cally above (++) or characteristically below (--) the national
level, a specific behavior for that group can be: (1) atypically
farther from the national level than is the group's median level
or (2) atypically closer to! the national level.

When a group's overall behavior has been described as tending
to be about the same as the national level (0), a specific behavior

!an atypical effect (or behavior) described as being closer to
the national level may be (1) less extreme in the same direction
as a group's tendency or characteristic, or (2) it may occur in
the opposite direction from the national level as the group s

median level.
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Median -4.7

Effect

EXHIBIT 4-1A

Distribution of Effects for Age 13

Region

W

0.4

Sex Color

<

2.6

NE

2.0

-2.9 -16.3

3.0 2.8
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EXHIBIT 4-1B

Distribution of Effects for Age 13

Parental Size and Type of
Education Community

v

Median-13.4 0.8 -701 -102 -105
Effect
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for that group can be atypically high or loﬁ relative to the
group's median level.

Region

Southeastern 13-year-olds had a median effect of -4.8 and an
overall behavior characteristically below the national level.
However, their behavior was atypically farther from the national
level on four parts of the released exercise (R413) regarding the
TV _Guide and on parts of two unreleased exercises (U41803 and
U4I902) regarding a library card: R41302 required recognizing
that they could not watch the entire zoo program if they watched
the entire movie because of a time overlap; R41303 required rec-
ognizing that a new program was not listed on Chann:: 4 at 3:00
p.m. because a baseball game ran until 4:00 p.m.; R4i304 required
identifying the time cartoons are shown; R41305 required identify-
ing the length of the program on Channel 6 at 3:30 p.m.; U41803
required recognizing that the book was originally in a foreign
language; and U41902 required determining whether the book was
illustrated. '

With a median effect of 0.4, Western l3-year-olds had an
overall behavior that tended to be about the same as the national
level. However, they performed atypically low on Exercise U41401
that required recognizing how to obtain long distance information
from a telephone directory. .

Central and Northeastern l3-year-olds had median effects of
2.6 and 2.1, respectively. The overall hehavior of both groups
tended to be above the national level. The Central group had no
atypical behaviors, but the Northeastern group performed atypically
high on the part of the TV Guide exercise (R41302) regarding the
overlapping times of a zoo program and movie, and on Exercise
R42003 that required recognizing which of several articles would
most likely appear in a weekly news magazine.

Sex

While boys had a median effect of -2.9 and an overall behavior
characteristically below the national level, girls had a median
effect of 3.0 and an overall behavior characteristically above
the national level. Both boys and girls, } owever, had behaviors
atypically farther from the national level on Exercise U41606
regarding the use of a newspaper directory. Both groups per-
formed atypically closer to the national level on Exercise U41801
that required identifying the topic of a book from a library card,
and on Exercise R42001 that required recognizing that movie
reviews would be in the cinema section of a weekly news magazine.




Color

i While Black l3-year-olds had a median effect of -16.3 and
an overall behavior characteristically below the national level,
White l3-year-olds had a median effect of 2.8 and an overall
behavior characteristically above the national level. Both groups
performed atypically closer to the national level on Exercise
U41901 that required giving the call number from a library card.
Blacks also performed atypically closer to the national level on
four other exercises: R408 required recognizing that an encyclo-
pedia is the best source to find out about windmills; R409 '
required recognizing which of several books would not be about
people; R415 required that a passage on the definition of the
word "beat" most likely came from a collection of essays; and
R42002 asked for the page on which science news could be found in
a weekly news magazine.

Both groups had behaviors atypically farther from the national
lavel on three exercises: R41303 required recognizing that no
new wrogram was listed on Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m. because a base-
ball game ran until 4:00 p.m.; R41304 asked what time the cartoons
are shown; and U41803 required .identifying from a library card
that a book had originally been in a foreign language. Blacks
also performed atypically farther from the national level on
Exercise U41606 regarding the use of a newspaper directory and
on Exercise U41902 that required determining from a library card
whether a book is illustrated. Whites also performed atypically
farther from the national level on Exercise R41301 that required
recognizing from a TV Guide which program is a rerun and on
Exercise U41802 that required identifying from a library card
when the author died.

Parental Education?

The no high school group had a median effect of ~-13.4 and an
overall behavior characteristically below the national level.
However, they performed atypically closer to the national level
on Exercise U41901 that asked for the call number on a library
card. They had behaviors atypically.farther from the national
level on four exercises: R41303 that required recognizing that
no new program was listed on Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m. because a
baseball game ran until 4:00 p.m.; U41606 regarded the use of a
newspaper directory; U41803 required identifying from a library

t

2see the General Eggormation Yearbook, Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY)
for definitions ot the parental education groups.




card that a book had originally been in a foreign language; and
U41902 required determining from a library card whather a book is
illustrated.

The some high school group had a median effect of -5.0 and
an overall behavior that tended to be below the national level.
However, they performed atypically closer to the national level
on Exercise R409 that required rececgnizing which of several books
would not be about people. Their behavior was atypically farther
from the national level on four exercises: U41801 asked for the
topic of a book from a library card; U41802 asked when the author
died; U41803 required xecognizing :hat the book had been in a
foreign language originally; and U41606 regarded using a news-
paper directory.

With a median effect of 0.8, the graduated from high school
group had an overall behavior that tended to be about the same
as the national level. However, they performed atypically low
on Exercise U403 that required knowing in which of several sources
to find the meaning of a given word, and they performed atypically
high on Exercise U41802 that asked when the author died (library
card). .

The post high school group had a median effect of 7.2 and an
overall behavior characteristically above the national levei.
Their behavior was atypically farther from the national level on
four exercises: R41303 required recognizing that no new program
was listed on Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m. because a baseball game ran
until 4:00 p.m.; U41606 regarded the use of a newspaper directory;
U41803 required identifying from a library card that a book had
originally been in a foreign language; and U41902 required deter-
mining from a library card whether a book is illustrated. However,
their behavior was atypically closer to the national level on
five exercises: U404 required recognizing whichk of several
depicted sources tells the meaning of words; R409 required recog-
nizing which of several books would not be about people; R4ll
required recognizing that in a telephone directory, Jones is listed
between Jobnson and Judson; U41901 asked for the call number from
a library card; and R42002 asked for the page in a weekly news
magazine where science news could be found.

Size and Type of Community?

With a median effect of -7.1, the extreme inner city group
had an overall behavior characteristically below the national

3see the General Information Yearbook, Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY)
for definitions of the size and type of community groups.
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level. They performed atypically farther from the national
level on four exercises: R41303 that required recognizing that
no new program was listed on Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m. because a
baseball game ran until 4:00 p.m.; R41304 required recognizing
what time the cartoons start; U41802 required.identifying from a
11brary card when the author died; and U41902 required deter-
m1n1ng from a library card whether a book is illustrated.

With a median effect of -4.7, the extreme rural group had an
overall behavior tending to be below the national level. They
performed atypically farther from the national level on Exercise
R41303.

The small city, medium c1ty and rest of big city groups had
median effects of -1.2, 1.0 and =1:5, respectively. All three -
groups had overall behav1ors that tended to be about the same as
the national level. The small city and rest of big city groups
had no atypical behaviors.——The-medium city group performed ’
atyplcally low on Exercise R406 that requlred recognizing that the
index is the best way to find something in a book,

With a median effect of 2.8, the suburban fringe group had
an overall behavior that tended to be above the national level.
However, they performed atypically high on Exercise R41303.

The extreme affluent suburb group. had a median effect of 5.7
and an overall behavior characteristically above the national
level. Their behavior was atypically farther from the national
level on four exercises: R406 requlred recognizing that an index
is the best way to find something in a book; U41606 regarded
using a newspaper directory; U41802 required identifying from a
.library card when the author died; and U41902 reguired determining
from a library card whether a book is illustrated.

The data for each released exercise representing reference
materials are presented in the following manner. The -ipper part
of the left page shows the exercise number and age level. Then
the exercise is shown as it appeared to the respondent except
that the correct answer is indicated. The percentage of 1l3-~year-
olds choosing each answer is also shown.

The exhibit on the lower part of the page shows the national
percentage of success and the percentage of success for each
group both tabularly (leftmost column of figures) and graphically
(horizontal bars). The second column of figures on the left
side of the exhibit shows the effects for all groups with asterisks
(*) indicating those that are reliably different from the national
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percentage of success. The effects can also be seen graphically.
Note the vertical dashed line descending from the end of the
national percentage bar. This allows a visual comparison of each
group percentage of success with the national percentage of
success. ’

The right page again gives the exercise number and age level.
It also gives the objective and major subobjective for which the
exercise was vritten and a brief description of the exercise with
unusual or interesting responses pointed out when appropriate.




RELEASED EXERCISES




Exercise 406 -- Age 13

Nat'l & What is the BEST way to f£ind out if there is some- .
Choosing’ thing about Eskimos in a book? -
Each Answer
67.9% @ Look in the index. .
7.9% ¢© Look in the glossary.
7.6% O Look at the title page. . o .
2.7% O Look through'all the pages. . .
12.8% ¢ Skim through the introduction.
0.2¢ © Idon'tkmow. - . '
0.9% No response -
by .
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Exercise 406 -- Age 13
Overlaps: Age 9

Objective III: Use what is read.
Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

~ 3 . ~ .

While this exercise asks for the best way to find out if
there is something about Eskimos (not necessarily as the main
topic) in a book, the question could be generalized to any -
topic. Sixty-eight percent of 1l3-yedr-olds correctly responded,
"Look in the index." = : ~ :
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Exercise 408 -- Age 13

Reed the question and £411 in the oval beside the correct enswer.

Nat'l §
Choosing
Each Answer
2.4
6.08
89.5%

0.5%

An atlas
A dictionary
An encyclopedia

1.4% I don't know.

0.1% No response

TI? 02 371 03%x808013 R02399%0
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SIZE-A%D-TXOE

Pxtreme Inner City
rxtreme Rurel
Smell City

dedium City

Rast 0f Big City
Ssburbsn Pringe
Sxtrene A£f Subucrd

If you had to tell your cless about windmills, which
of these would be the BEST book to use?

The Yellow Pages in the telephone book
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Exercise 408 -~ Age 13
Overlaps: Age 9

ObjéctiQe III: Use what is read.

- Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

On this exercise, 13-year-olds had to select the best refer-
ence source where they might find information about windmills.
Ninety percent of them correctly said an encyclopedia.
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Exercise 409 -- Age 13

Read the question and fill in the oval beside the correct answer.

2xtreme Aff Suburb

Nat'l s If you like books which are NOT about people, which ~
Choosing one of the following would you read?
Each Answer
3.1% O The Jazz Man
1.9% O Johnny Tremaine 1
88.0% @ All about Elephants
3.7% ¢ who's in Charge of Lincoln? .
2.8% & 1 don't know.
0.5% No reaponse .
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Exercise 409 -- Age 13

Overlaps: Age 9

Objective IV: Reason logically from what is read.
Subobjective A: Draw appropriate inferences from the material
: that is read and "read between the lines" where

- necessary.

Eighty-eight percent of 13-year-olds were ahle to say that
if they wanted to read a book NOT about people, they would read

All about Elephants.
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Exercise 411 -- Age 13

You want to csll Mr, Jones on the telephone. You look in the
telephone book for his number. You would f£ind it -between which
names?
Nat'l §
Choosing
Each Answer
0.2%
J.8%
8.8%
86.3%

Jackson snd Jacobs
sacobs and James
James snd Johnson
Johnson snd Judson

3.08 Judson snd Justus

0 00000

0.2% I don't know.

0,68 No ‘response
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Exercise 411 -~ Age 13
Overlaps: Age 9

Objective III: Use what is read.
Subobjective A: Obtain information efficiently.

Here is an exercise on looking up a name in the telephone
directory. This particular task requires being able to alpha-
betize to at least the third letter in the names. Since the
third and fourth answers divide at the name Johnson, 13-year-olds
had to recognize that Jon...as in Jones comes after Joh...as in
Johnson, not ahead of it. Eighty-six percent succeeded, but 9%
said Jones would be between James and Johnson. Apparently they
did not carry their alphabetization far enough.
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Exercise 412 -=- Age 13 41203

Open the book to page 15 lnd tell me any three

97.28 words delined on that page.*
(Give aictionary to wtudent.

\. ks ¢&“¢ L, DLlFcels
2. Qlltale, Gler, Qllaiil
responses.)

3 .ma...‘.-,_m,,_mgfgl_a—
41201

41204 ®

Ask the first two questions and record the main points of his

Pirst ask: “what is a dictionary?®_ e Tell me the last word defined in the "P" section.

92.6¢ 9.4y _’%d‘_}

T I Aln ERT AN AT ik B et

*(pictionsry: "A book that tells you what words mesn.® 41208
A book that tells you how to use words.®)
s ) Tell me the number of the lsst page in the
. 41202 dictionsry. .
3 XA

Then ask: “Whst does the word ‘define’' mesn?”
by D t
Y 78,08

Tell me the number of the psge on which you can
*¢(pefine: "To give the meaning of vordl, or tind out what the word "bake” mesns. _
"To tell what the word mesns.®) -

$3.2% 451/

41207

(1t the student defines both words correctly, resd A-E to him and

record his answers, even if he cannot do some or all of the tasks.
P . If he csnnuc define one or ‘both of the words, give him the defini~-
tion(s), usirng the dictionary and showing him a word and its
definition if necessary, then continue with A.

Tell me the word which is defined just before the
word "house” and the word which is defined just
after the word "house.®

. Just before
If he answers A, either correctly or incorrectly, continue with 95.00
B-E. If he cannot answer A, give Rim the definition(s) once more Just after w
+ and repest A. 1If he then answera A, either correctly or incor-
rectly, continue with B-E. 1f he stops working, encouTage him 41208
to continue. 1f he still cannot answer A, discontinue, explain
the situation in A, and go to the next exercise.) 82.8V All five parts correct (41203-07)
*other Acceptable Words [

all sround, allspice, allude, allure, allusion, ally,
aiuminum, alma mater, almanac, almighty, almond, almost,

. alms, alms house, aloe, aloft, aloha, along, alongside,
- aloof, aloud, alp, alpacs, alpha, alphabet
! T15 123 177 15¢x812080 R1930nP) 91317
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Exercise 412 -- Age 13
Overlaps: Ages 9, 17 and Adult

Objective III: Use what is read.
Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

For this exercise, l3-year-olds were given an actual diction-
ary and then were asked to find a number of things in it. On
part 41203, 97% could give at least three words listed on page 15.
On part 47204, 91% could give the last word (python) defined in
the "P" section. On part 41205, 98% could give the number of
the last page in the book. On part 41206, 93% could give the
number of the page where they could find out what the word "bake"
means. On part 41207, 95% could give the words defined just
before and just after "house.". Eighty-three percent were correct
on all five parts (41208), The exhibit on the opposite page
pertains to the percentages of lB-year-olds in the various groups

who were correct on all five parts.
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B 'vise 413 - Age 13

{Give the student & copy Of the TV schedule® and say to him,
*Nere is part of ¢ TV Inuo you might £ind in e newspaper. After
you have read it, I will ask you some questic.. sbout it. You
asy look et the schedule as anny times as is cicessary to answer
the questions.®)

2:00 pon., [ Super Mutt = Cartoons

maversal e letesd .
e Vo eo}>yﬂ7ﬁ*

re s;‘;/c,v‘: ms X

- i

popular music of local groups,’
{Read the questions to the student and record his anevers.)
41301

Which program is being run for at least ¢ second time?
62,48 %

*Mapted from TV Guide Q Magazine, with permission.

202 15 /1 010x013010 R10300R0 P 137

RATIOBAL ABO GROOP PERCEWNTAGES OF SUCCESS

3;;2;15 ﬁg’ - PRRCEUTAGE OF sSUCCRSS
4 ). SO}
nun (] 10 20 30 .0 50 €0 70 80 90
3 3 3 . . ., 3 . 3 3
8.0 aew BATIONAL ses00e LTI 117
|
|
59.6 -8, 80 1zaioy Southsast 4 ]
70,2 1.9 st sssesnes $000900000000000000000c000 Q0
7.9 €. 5¢ » Central . . s4s000000000ge00ee
68.9 0.0 Yortheast 000000000000 00000 *
]
334 :
6.8 5. 00 Xgle eses 1
3.7 5,30 remals e se0esee qesee
]
SoLOR :
46,3 22,10 Black seee (L1 ese ]
2.0 ., 5 hite eos eseee (TTTT]
|
[}
ZARSETAL _SRUCATION |
51.8 -17.0¢ Po Nigh SChaool seessssen ]
59.6 -8.8¢ Some Nigh School o ]
70.5 2.1 Graduated Nigh Sch, . Sseonseee [}
.0 970 Post Nie¢h Scheol oy (L
) ]
SILS-APD-TIPE :
Se.0 «18,00 Sxtreme Sanet City eese e 1
$6.7 -11. 6 Sxtrene RuLal sedseveceesee see eseesssees 1
7.1 -1.3 Small City evee o0 ssee o
70,0 1.6 4edium City sssesesscesege
72.8 [ 23X ) Rest Of sig City
1.6 32 Subuthan Fringe ssececee ssges
6.3 8.0 Bxtteme Aff Subuch

- - - - - - - - - - - - - § O
3




- ey
o v A S o oo 5

41302
Nat'l 8 If you watched the entire movie, could you
Choosing also aee the entire program about the San
! Each Answer Diego Zoo? .
i 2,40 O Yes '
i
72.18 & No 4,
. .48 O 1 don't know.
1.28 No response
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At what time are the cartoons shown?
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* Chooeing 3:00 p.m.?
. Each Answver
%
A 14.8% O 30 minutes
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0.3%
4.9

“7.2%

11.3%

15.5%

26.6%

34.40

No response

0 parts correct
1 part correct
2 parts correct
3 parts correct
4 parts correct

S parts correct

Summary of the five parts

The exh: 't below giver the percentages of the various'
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2 177  15~x813060 27913030
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a 3.8« PTamsle
COLOR
5 -18. 7 slack
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S -22.9n Earz %o Migh School
k] -9,5* Some High School
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SIZE=AND-TYPE
DF_CONAGIITY
? ~18, 1¢ 2zttewe Innec City
1 -10.2 Sxtrteme Rural
1 -8,20 Small civy
1 3.7 Madiam city
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4 9.8 Zxtcama A{f Subuch

-groups re¢ -onding correctly on all five parts.
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Exercise 413 -- Age 13
Overlaps: Ages 9, 17 and Adult

Objective III: Use what is read.
Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

This exercise asks for a variety of information one might .
find in a TV Guide. On part 41301, 68% of l3-year-olds were able
to recognize that- the word iReEeat] meant that "Children's Variety"
was being run for at least a second time. On part 41302, 72%
could tell that if they watched the entire movie, they could not
also watch the entire program about the San Dlego Z2oo. On part
41303, 69% could tell that no new program was listed on Channel 4
at 3: 00 p.m. because a baseball game on that channel lasted until
4:00 p.m. On part 41304, 84% could give the time (2:00 p.m.)
that the cartoons are shown. On part 41305, 61% could tell that
the 3:00 p.m. program on Channel 6 lasted 60 minutes. Thirty-four
pE{cent of 13-year-olds responded correctly on all five parts
(41306) :
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Exercise 415 ~- Age 13

Read the paragraph and answer ‘the question which follows it.

Anv artsmpt to label an entire generation is unreuuding,
Yo Copopriph¥- resirietims

young generatiod has done that continually from early youth.® = ~*

g;:;ti:g Where would you MOST likely f£ind this paragraph?
Each Answer - T

13.2% In the encyclopedia

38.7% In a collection Of essays

2.0% On a sports page

36.8% In the Dictionary of American Slang

9.0% I don't know.
0.8% No response

..

e*This is the Beat Generation,” The Character of Prose, Clellon
Holmes, reprinted by permission o e New York Times.

~0t 99 &zt 02+Ys15311 R12000R0 13 17

BATIONAL AND GROUP PERCENTAGES OF SUCCESS
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Exercise 415 -~ Age 13
~—Qverlaps: A§e717

§ Objective I: Comprehend what is read. _ A |
Subobjective C: Read paragraphs, passages and longer works. ]

| - This passage discusses the meaning cf the word "beat" as 1
| | used in the "beat" generation. Thirty-nine percent of 1l3-year- i |
olds recognized that the passage would most likely be found in a

g . collection of essays. However, nearly as many (37%) thought it

¢ \ would be found in the Dictionary of American Slang and 13% thought

: the encyclopedia.
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Exercise 42

Read the tal
the questiol

0 -~ Age 13

ble of contents

ns which follow it.

Art 54
Books 82
Business 71
Cinema 81
Educstion 38
Law 52
Medicine 59
Music 46
42001
Nat'l 8 Under what hesding would you
Choosing reviews of 8 current movie?
Each Answer
26.3% @ Cinema
2.6% O Business
54.2% O  Thester
12.7% O  Television
3.3% O I don't know.
0.9% No response
<10 7% /1 01*X820010 R10300R0
.
% Nr GROUP
S0CCPSS ERRECT JARIABLY GRODE
26.3 - NATIO®AL
pegrow *
19.2 =T. 1= Southesst
28.1 1.8 Vest
28.7 2.8 Centrsl
29.9 2.6 wortheast
sex
23.1 1.8 Nsle
W6 -1.7 Temale
COLOR
1.3 -12.5= Lot Blsck
23.0 2.6 white
PARCNTAL ZDUCATION
13.3 -13.0* %o Migh School
19.3 =-7.0% Some High School”
24.9 -1.4 fradusted High sch.
38.7 8. 4n Post High school
SIZE-AND-TIOP
OF_CONYUNITY
17.8 -8.5¢ Sxtreme Inner City
19.1 7.2 . Zxtreme Rural
25.1% -1.2 Smsll City
24.1 -2.2 Yedium city
20.2 =6.2 Rest Of Big city
2.9 6.6% Suburbsn Pringe
39.3 13,0+ Bxtreme Aff Suburb

from s weekly news msgszine .né answer

Pecple 37
National 11
Press 66
Science . 51
Sports 60
Television 45
Theater 64
world 24

look to locate the
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42002

Nat'l &
Choosing

Each Answer

0.6%
94.9%
1.0%
1.3%

1.5%
0.7%

on which page would you find science news?

3?7
Sl
64
[:38

0 0000

I don't know.

No response

*19 08 4/1 02+£420020 R1I3023C
< n¥ SPOBP
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42003

)
Which article would you be MOST likely to

j : Nat'l $
i Choosing £ind in this magazine?
! Each Answer
12.0% ¢ *The Life of Lou Gehrig*
2.7% ¢ "How to Become a Golf Expert”
6.8% ¢ *A History of Baseball in America®
. 60.3% @ “outstanding Sports Fvents of the Week?"
:
i 16.84 O I don't know.
g —tads /J No resp
¢
!
1
1 ;.i—_—_
- - - } ’
l oL T
3
:
P10 04 &/1 0urX420030 R1030199) 13 17
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42004
0.3%
2.9

29.8%

49.5¢

17.6%

Summary of the three parts
No response

0 parte correct

1 part correct

2 parta correct

3 parts correct

The exhibit below pertaine to the percentages who
responded correctly on all three parts.
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Exercise 420 -~ Age 13

Overlaps: Age 17

Objective III: Use what is read.
Subobjective C: Obtain information effzczently.

-

This exercise presents a table of contents such as might be
found in a weekly news magazine. On part 42001, 26% of l3-year-
olds correctly answered that the reviews of a current movie would
be located in the cinema section. However, 54% said "Theater"
and 13% said "Television." It seems likely that most 1l3~-year-
olds did not know the meaning of "Cinema." On part 42002, 95%
correctly gave the page where they could find the science news.
On part 42003, 60% correctly stated that, of the titles given,
they would most likely £find "Outstandlng Sports Events of the
Week" in a weekly news magazine. Only 18% of l3-year-olds
responded correctly on all three parts (42004).
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CHAPTER 5
RESULTS FOR AGE 17

The 17-year-olds participating ia the 1970-71 Reading as
ment fall into two classifications: (1) the "in-school" 17wy
olds and (2) the "out=-of-school" 17-year-olds who were not enr.
in public or private schools because they either dropped out or
completed high school early. The latter were included to provide
in the assessment a more balanced representation of all l7-year-
olds. The "in-school" 17-year-olds participating in the assess-

at the time of the assessment; of the remainder, about half were
enrolled in the tenth grade and about half in the twelfth grade.
The "out-of-school" 17-year-olds who participated in the assess-
ment were (1) not enrolled in public or private school during
March, 1970, and were born between October 1, 1952, and September
30, 1953 or (2) not enrolled in public or pPrivate school during
January, 1971, and were born between October 1, 1953, and Septem-
ber 30, 1954,

First, we describe each group's overall behavior on the
Theme 4 exercises; then we indicate those exercises on which the
group's performance differs atypically from the group's median
level. Finally, we present each released exercise and an ‘exhibit
showing the results for each group on that exercise.

Twenty-two specific effects (behaviors) on reference materials
are summarized at age 17. Twelve of these represent released
exercises and are described in detail. The other 10 behaviors
represent unreleased exercises to be used in future assessments.
Exhibit 5-1 shows the distriputionhof the 22 effects representing

by the # line. = group's median level is indicated by an arrow
(+). Each specific behavior is indicated by a box with an X ([§)

in the sample to obtain a larger representation.- It was deemed
that one year's difference in age would make little difference in
the way they respond since they were out of school.
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EXHIBIT 5-1A

Distribution of Effects for Age 17
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EXHIBIT 5-1B

Distribution of Effects for Age 17

Parental ) Size and Type of
Education Community
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unless it differs atypically from the group's median level; then
it is represented by an open box ([J). .

When a group's overall behavior has been described as tending
to be above (+) or tending to be below (-), or as charzcteristi-
cally above (++) or characteristically below (--) the national
level, a specific behavior for that group can be: (1) atypically
farther from the national level than is the group's median 1eve1
or (2) atypically closer to? the nationdl level.

When a grouvp's overall behavior has been described as tending
to be about the same as the national level (0), a specific behavior
for that group can be atypically high or low relative to the-group's
median lev 1.

Region

Southeastern l7-year-olds had a.median effect of -7.4 and an
overall behavior characteristically below the national level. How-
ever, they perrormed atypically clrser to the national level on
Exercise R41208 that required performing a variety of tasks with
a dictionary, and on Exercise R421 that asked for the pages indi-

cated in an index that gave information on earthworms. Their

behavior was atypically farther from the national level on three
exercises: R41303 required recognizing from a TV Guide that no
new program was listed on Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m. because a base-
ball game runs until 4:00 ; .m.; R42001 required recognizing from
the table of contents of a ‘eekly news magazine that movie reviews
would be in the cinema section; and R42204 required giving three
facts about a program listed in a TV Guide.

With a median effect of 0.2, Western l1l7-year-olds had an
overall behavior that tended to be about the same as the national
level. They had no atypical behaviors.

Central l7-year-olds had a median effect of 3.5 and an over-
all behavior characteristically above the national level. They
performed atypically farther from the national level on Exercise
U41802 that required recognizing on a library catalog card when
the author died. They performed atypically closer to the national
level on Exercise U417 that required recognizing which topic in an
index comes first in a book.

i
H

2An atypical effect (or behavior) described as being closer to the
nat10nal level may be (1) less extreme qh the same d}rection as

a group's tendency or characteristic, or (2) it may occur in the
opposite direction from the national level as the group's median
level.
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Northeastern l7-year-olds had a median effect of 2.5 and had
an overall behavior tending to be above the national level. Their
behavior was -atypically farther from the national level on Exer-
cise R42003 that asked which of several articles would most likely
appear in a weekly news magazine. However, they performed atypi-
cally closer to the national level on Exercise R415 that required
recognizing that a passage.on the meaning of "beat" most likely
came from a collection of essays.

Sex -

While boys had a median effect of -1.4 and an overall behavior
characteristically below the national level, girls had a median
effect of 1.4 and an overall behavior characteristically above the
national level. However, both boys and girls performed closer
to the national level on Exercise U417 that required recognizing
which topic in an index comes first in the book, and on Exercise
U41801 that required determining from a library catalog card the
topic oF the book. Both groups performed atypically farther from
the national level on Exercise R41305 that asked the -length of the
program on Channel 6 at 3:00 p.m. and on Exercise U41902 that
required determining from a library catalog card if a book is
illustrated.

Color

While Black l7-year-olds had a median effect of -21.6 and an
overall behavior characteristically below the national level,
White 17-year-olds had a median effect of 2.9 and an overall behav-
jor characteristically above the national level. However, Both
groups had behaviors atypically closer to the national level on
four exercises: R41208 required performing several tasks involving
a dictionary; U41901 asked for the call number from a library
catalog card; U42002 required determining from the table of contents
of a weekly news magazine the page where science snews would be
found; and R421 required determining from an index the pages on
which information on earthworms could be found. Blacks also per-
formed atypically closer to the national level on Exercise R41304

(TV Guide).

Both groups had behaviors atypically farther from the national
level on three exercises: U41802 required identifying from a
library catalog card when the author died; R42001 required recog-
nizing from the table of contents of a weekly news magazine that
movie reviews are found in the cinema section; and R42204 asked
for three facts about a program listed in a TV Guide. Blacks also
performed atypically farther from the national Tevel on Exercise
U41606 that required using a newspaper directory.
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Parental Education?

_ Although the no high school group had a median effect of
-14.2 and the some high school group had a median effect of -6.5,
the overall behavior of both groups was characteristically below
the national level.

The no high school group performed atypically closer to the
national level on three exercises: R41208 required performing
several tasks involving a dictionary; U41901 asked. for the call
number on a library catalog card; and R421 asked for the pages
indicated by an index where information on earthwoyms could be
found. Their behavior was atypically farther from the national
level on four ex«rcises: R41l5 required recognizing that a passage
on the meaning of "beat" most likely came from a collection of
essays; U41802 required determining from a library catalog card
when the author died; R42001 required recognizing from a news
magazine table of contents that movie reviews would be found in
the cinema se:tion;'and R42204 asked for three facts about a.
program listed in a TV Guide.

The some high school group performed atypically closer to the
national level on Exercise R41304 (TV Guide) that asked what time
the cartoons are shown. Their behavior was atypically farther
from the national level on five exercises: U41606 regarded using
a newspaper directory; U41802 required identifying from a library
catalog card when the author died; U41803 required recognizing
that the book had originally been in a foreign language; R42001
required recognizing from a news magazine table of contents that
movie reviews would be in the cinema section; and R42204 asked
for three facts about a program listed in a TV Guide.

With a median effect of 0.6, the graduated from high school
group had an overall behavior tending to be above the national
level. They had no atypical behaviors.

The post high school group had a median effect of 6.3 and an :
overall behavior characteristically above the national level.
Their behavior was atypically farther from the national level on
six exercises: R415 required recognizing that a passage on the
meaning of "beat" was most likely from a collection of essays;
U41606 regarded the use of a newspaper directory; U41802 required
identifying -from a library catalog card when the author died;
R42001 required recognizing from a news magazine table of contents

’see the General Information Yearbook, Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY)
for definitions of the parental education groups.
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_that movie reviews are in che cinema section; R42003 required
-recognizing which of several articles would most likely appear

in a news magazine; and R42204 asked for three facts.abou* a pro-
gram listed in.a TV Guide. Their behavior was atypically closer
to the national level on five -exercises: R41208 required several
tasks involving a dictionary; R41304 required recognizing from a
TV Guide when the cartoons are shcwn; U41901 asked for the call
number from a library catalog card; R42002 required identifying

from a news magazine table of contents the page where science
news could be found; and R421 required identifying from an index
the pages where information on earthworms could be found.
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Size and Type of Community"

With a median effect of ~7.8, the extreme inner city group
- had an overall behavior characteristically below the national
level. Thay performed atypically farther from the national level
‘ on Exercise U41801 that asked for the topic of a book from a
- : library catalog card and on Exercise R42001 that required recog-
f nizing from a news magazine table of contents that movie reviews
are in the cinema section.

O

[

The extreme rural and small city groups had median effects
of -3.4 and -2.4, respectively. The overall behavior of both
i groups tended to be below the national level. The extreme rural
4 group performed atypically farther from the national level on
‘ Exercise R42204 that asked for three facts about a program listed
in a TV Guide. The small city group had no atypical behaviors.

T R

With a median effect of 0.4, the medium city group had an
overall behavior that te~"ed to be about the same as the national
level. They had no atyr .al behaviors.

P e T

The rest of big city and suburban fringe groups both had
median effects of 2.5. The overall behavior of both groups tended
to be above the national level. Neither group had¢ any atypical

--~—behaviors.

N

With a median effect of 7.6, the e .reme affluent suburb
group had an overall behavior characteristically above the national
level. They performed atypically farther from the national level
on Exercise R42001 that required recognizing from a news magaz 1€
table of contents that movie. reviews are in the cinema section.
However, they performed atypically closer to the national level
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P A WYL A Ve P, o RTNR e SR

“cee the General Information Yearbook, Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY)
for definltions of the size and type of community groups.
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on Fxercise R421 that required identifying from an index the pages
where information on earthworms could be foun?.

: “The data for each released exercise representing reference
materials ‘are presented in the following manner. The upper part
, of the left page shows the exercise number and age level. Then
| 5 +  the exercise is shown as=1g’appeared to the respondent except

' that the correct answer is indicated. The percentage of 17-year-
’ '~ olds choosing each answer is also shown. The size and type of
¢ community information applies to "in-school" l7-year-olds only

(labeled "171S").

The exhibit on the lower part of the page shows the national
percentage of success and the percentage of success for each group
f , both tabularly (leftmost column of figures) and graphically (hori-
zontal bars). The second column of figures on the left side of
the exhibit shows the effects for all groups with asterisks (*)
indicating. those that are reliably different from the national
percentage of success. The effects can also be seen graphically.
Note the vertical dashed line descending from the end of the
national percentage bar. This allows a visual comparison of each
group percentage of success with the national percentage of success.

The right page again c¢ives the exercise number and age level.
: It also gives the objective and major subobjective for which the
’ exercise was written and a brief description of the exercise with
' unusual or interesting responses pointed out when appropriate.
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Exercise 412 -~ Age 17

(Give dictionary to student.
Ask the first two questions and record the main points of his

responses.)

41201
First ask: “"What is a dictionary?" *

94.7%

*(Dictionary: "A book that tells you what words mean."”
“A book that tells you how to use words.")

Then ask: “"Whsat does the word 'define’ mean?” **

** (jefine: "To give the meaning of words,” or
"To tell what the word means.")

(1f the student defines both words corractly, read A-E to him and
record his answers, even if he cannot do some or all of the tasks.
If he cannot define one or both of the words, give him the defini-
tion(s), using the dictionary and showing him a word and its
definition if necesssry, then continue with a,

If he answers A, either correctly or incorrectly, continue with
B-E. If he cannot answer A, give hIm the definition(s) once more
and repeat A. If he then answers A, either correctly or incor-
rectly, continue with B-E. If he stops working, encourage him

to continue, If he still cannot answer A, discontinue, explain
the situation in A, and go to the next exercise.

S12 028 1/2 15X412080 R10300R0

41203

open the book to page 15 and tell me any three
98.1% words defined on that page.* .

1. Z " ALl
2 Jlrcede, Bller, Laie)

3-4@4@#4_4&7?&'4%"““

Tell me the last word defined in the "P" section.
96,38 __DesZhun) :
41205

Tell re the number of the last page in the
dictionary.

.08 _ 32

41206

v
41204

Tell me the number of the page on which you can
£find out what the word "bake” means.

.y %

41207

Tell me the word which is defined just before the
word "house® and the word which is defined just
after the word “"house.”

Just before
98.0%
Just after

41208
91.8% All five parts correct (41203-07)

*Other Acceptable Words

all around, allspice, allude, allure, allusion, ally,
aluminum, alma mater, almanac, almighty, almond, almost,
alms, alms house, aloe, aloft, aloha, along, alongside,
aloof, aloud, alp, alpaca, alpha, alphabet

9 13 17 A
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Exercise 412 -- Age 17
Overlaps: Ages 9, 13 and Adult .

Objective III: Use what is read. .
Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

——

For this evercise, l7-year-olds were given an actual diction-
ary.and then were asked to find a number of things in it. On
part 41203, 98% could give at least three words listed on page 15.
On part 41204, 96% could give the last word (python) defined in
the "P" section. On part 41205, 99% could give the number of the
last page in the book. On part 41206, 97% could give the number
of the page where they could find out what the word "bake" means.
On part 41207, 98% could give the words-defined just before and
just after "house." Ninety-two percent were correct on all five
parts (41208). The exhibit on the opposite page pertains to the
percehtages of 17-year-olds in the various groups who were correct
on all five parts (regarded as success on this exercise).
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Exercise 413 == Age 17

.

R

(Give the student a copy of the TV schedule* and say to him,
"Here is part of a TV guide you might find in a newspaper. After
you have read it, I will ask you some questions about jit. You

' may look at the schecdule as many times as is necessary to answer
the questions.”)

-

2:00 p.m. [2]  Super Mutt - Cartoons

praderial Aelefed Aee

i
i
§
!
1 | e
i
- ko copyripht
! restriefrms
> |
i t
! .
f popular music of local groups. -

(Read the questions to the student and record his answers.)
41301
which program is being run for at least a second time?

83.9% P 2

*Adapted from TV Guide (B) Magazine, with permission.
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41302

1If you watched the entire movie, could you
Nat'l ¢ also see the entire program about the San
Choosing Diego 200?
Each Answer

11.6% O Yes
84,7 - Yo

2.6% < 1 don't know.
0.6% No response

.
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! beginning at 3:00 p.m.? .

» .

i ¥Why is thefe no new prograr listed on Channel 4
f

84.2¢

T
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41304
; At what time ere the cactoons shown?

| o 00 pon.

o e en
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Nat'l ¢
choosing

Each Answer

9.3%
69.4%
1.2%
0.3%

13.9%
5.9%

$26 16 10/

ek

52.%
62.2
67.1
0.2
75.6
.9
82.0

How long is the program on Channel 6 at
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3:00 p.m.?

30 minutes
60 minutes
90 minutes

120 ninutes

1 don®t know.

No response
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41306 Summary of the five parts

0.2% No response

1.3% 0 parts correct

3.9% 1 part correct

5.84 2 parts correct

9.8% 3 parts correct

25.5% 4 parts correct

53.4% S parts correct

The exhibit below pertains to the percentages of indi-

viduala in the various groups who were correct on all
! five parta.
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Exercise 413 -- Age 17

Overlaps: Ages 9, 13 and Adult

Objective III: Use what is read.
Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

This exercise asks for a variety of information one might
find in a TV Guide. On part 41301, 84% of l7-year-olds were able
to recognize that the word meant that "Children's
Variety” was being run for at least a second time. On part
41302,-85% could tell that if they watched the entire movie, they
could not also watch the entire program about the San Diego Zoo.
On pazt 41303, 84% could tell that no new program was listed on
Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m. because a baseball game on that channel
lasted until 4:00 p.m. On part 41304, 92% could give the time
(2:00 p.m.) that the cartoons are shown. On part 41305, 69%
could teil that the 3:00 p.m. program on Channel 6 lasted 60 min-
utes. Fifty-three percent of l17-year-olds responded correctly on
all five parts (41306).
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Exercise 415 ~-= Age 17

Read the paragraph and answer the Question which follows it.

Any attempt to label an entire generation is unrewarding, and

sraferial aeleted HAae
Yo .. c7>7r.:7/r7" reHriatrs
"

 wiu UG

young éenerntioﬁ‘;;;—é;;; ;hae conel;:a;ly from early youth.*

g::;il;g Where would you MOST likely find this paragraph?
Each Answer

4.9% In the encyclopedia

67.0% In # collection of essays

1.1% On a sports page

21.1% In the Dictionary of American Slang

5.1% I don't know.
0.7% No response

#*This is the Beat Generation,” The Character of Prose, Clellon
Holmes, reprinted by permission of the New York Times Company.
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Exercise 415 -- Age 17

Overlaps: Age 13

Objective I: <Comprehend what is read.
Subobjective C: Read paragraphs, passages and longer works.

This passage discusses the meaning of the word "beat" as
used in the "beat" generation. Sixty-seven percent of 17-year-
olds recognized that the passage would most likely be found in a
collection of essays. However, more than one in every five (21%)
chose the Dictionary of American Slang; 5% thought the encyclopedia.
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Exercise 420 -- Age 17

Read the table of contents from a weekly news magazine and answer

the questions which follow it.

-
o
o

e e e e e e i e o e o e e ot o t e e

Art S4 People 37
Bocks 82 National 11
Business 7 Press 66
Cinema 8l Science 51
Education 38 Spoxrts 60
R Law 52 Televison 45
: Medicine 59 Theater 64
’ Music 46 World 24
i
42001
Nat'l % Under what heading would you look to locate the
Choosing reviews of a current movie?
! Each Answer
61.7% @ Cinema
0.8% O Business
30.7% < Theater
5.6% < Television
! 1.1% © 1 don't know.
R 0.2% No response
H
H .
.; B
i
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on which page would you find science news?
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¥Which article would you be MoST likely to
£ind in this magazine?

<O *The Life of Lou Gehrig"
O *How to Become a Golf Expert”
O *A History of Baseball in America®
@ “outstanding Sports Events of "the Week"
O I don't know.
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M 42004 Summary of the three parts

) 0.1% No response
N 2,5 O ﬁazts correct
' 17.1% 1 part correct
35.7¢ 2 parts correct

44,6% 3 parts correct

The exhibit below pertains to the percentages who
re< onded correctly on all three parts.
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Exercise 420 -- Age 17
“OvVerlaps: Age 13

Ohjective III: Use what is read.
Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

This exercise presents a table of contents such as might be
found in a weekly news magazine. On part 42001, 62% of 17-year-
olds correctly answered that the reviews of a current movie would

b be located in the cinema section. However, 71l% said "Theater"
¢ t and 6% said "Television." It would seem that about one third of

! 1l7-year-olds do not know the meaning of "cinema." On part 42002,
) 96% correctly gave the page where they could find the science
news. On part 42003, 65% correctly stated that, of the titles
given, they would most likely find "Outstanding Sports Events of
the Week" in a weekly news magazine. Forty-five percent of
17-year-olds responded correctly on all three parts (42004).
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gxorcise 421 == Age 17

Nere ie part of ar index page from & sclence book,
On which pagea would you f£ind information about earthworme?

water,52,60-65,140-152

RIC
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B,
Zach Answer
0.2% < s ,
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Exercise 421 -- Age 17

Objective IXI: Use what is read.
Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

This exercise gives a facsimile of a portion of an index s
from a science book. Ninety-eight percent of 17-year-olds cor-
rectly gave the pages (195,196), listed under "werms," where they
would find information about earthworms.
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Exercise 422 -- Age 17 42203
Hera is part of a television viewing guide* you might find in a Nat'l &
newspaper. Read it end then answer the questions which follow it. Choosing Whet will Bob Johnston play in the movie?
Each Answer
3:00 p.m. [71  Movie - Mvaterv _
6.7% < The sidexick
) ) 2.18 € The escaped convict
84.5¢ @D The master detective
1.1% < None of the a%ove
Frice P(&f'/d/ e /e Yead ! 1.48 < 1 don't know.
< 4.0% No response

Hecw Yo cepyright

JesYriefrens

. .- .

1.1% No

response

' 42204
74.08 All three parta correct

*Adepted from TV Guide () Magazine, with permission.
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Exercise 422 . Age 17

Objective III:
Subobjective C:

-
a facsimile of Part of a ov gui

Pieces of information from the oy Guide are requireq, Success

on this éxercise jg regarded ag Being able to answer a]
parts co 34 ¢+ 92% of l7-year-olds re
n part 42202, 86%




CHAPTER 6
RESULTS FOR YOUNG ADULTS
The young adults (ages 26-35) participating in the 1970-71

Reading assessment were born between April 1, 1935, and March 31,
1945. ‘

First, we describe each group's overall behavior on the
Theme 4 exercises, then we indicate those exercises on which the
group's performance differs atypically from the group's median
jevel. .Finally, we present each released exercise and an exhibit
showing the results for each group on that exercise.

Seven specific effects (behaviors) on reference materials
are summarized at the young adult level. Six of these represent
released exercises and are described in detail. The other behavior
represents an unreleased exercise to be used in future assessments.
Exhibit 6-1 shows the distribution of the seven effects for each
group relative to the national level indicated by the g line. A
group's median level is indicated by an arrow (+). Each specific
behavior is indicated by a box with an X (@) unless it differs
atypically from the group's median level; then it is represented

by an open box Q).

When a group's overall behavior has been described as tend-
ing to be above (+) or tending to be below (=), or as character-
istically above (++) or characteristically below (--) the national
level, a specific behavior for that group can be (1) atypically
farther from the national level than is the group's median level
or (2) atypically closer to! the national level.

When a group's overall behavior has been described as tending
to be about the same as the national level (0), a specific behavior
can be atypically high or low relative to the group's median level.

l1an atypical effect (or behavior) described as being closer to
the national level may be: (1) less extreme in the same direc-
tion as a group's tendency or characteristic, or (2) it may occur

in the opposite direct.on from the national level as the group's

median level.
/"




EXHIBIT 6-1A

Distribution of Effects for Adults

Region Sex  Color
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Median
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EXHIBIT 6-1B

Distribution of Effects for Adults

Parental Size of Community
Education

Median
Effect
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Region

With a median effect of -8.1, Southeastern young adults had
an overall behavior characteristically below the national level.
They performed atypically farther from the national level on
Exercise U417 that required recognizing which topic in an index
comes first in a book.

The Western, Central and Northeastern young adults had median
effects of 1.5, 3.0 and 2.5, respectively. The overall behavior
of all three groups tended to be above the national level. None
of the groups had any atypical behaviors.

Sex

Men and women had median effects of -0.6 and 0.6, respectively,
and the overall behavior of both tended to be about the same as
the national level. However, men performed atypically high and
women performed atypically low on Exercise U417 that required
recognizing which topic in an index comes first in a book.

Color

Black young adults had a median effect of -18.5 and an over-
all behavior characteristically below the national level. They
had no atypical behaviors.

White young adults had a median effect of 2.3 and an overall

behavior characteristically above the national level. They had
no atypical behaviors.

Parental Education?

With a median effect of ~-5.4, the no high school group had
an overall behavior characteristically below the national level.
They had no atypical behaviors.

The some high school group had a median effect of ~1.7 and
an overall behavior tending to be below the national level. They
had no atypical behaviors.

2See the General Information Yearbook, Chapter 3 (Report $2-GIY)
for definitions of the parental education groups.
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The gradﬁated from high school group had a median effect of
2.8 and an overall behavior that tendad to be above the national
level. They had no atypical behaviors.

With a median effect of 7.6, the post high school group had
an overall behavior characteristically above the national level.
They had no atypical behavio.s.

Size of Community?

With a median effect of -2.8, the big city group had an
overall belavior that tended to be below the national level. They
had no atypical behaviors.

The small place and medium city groups had median effects of
-0.2 and -0.1, respectively. The overall behavior of both groups
tended to be about the same as the national level. Neither group
.had any atypical behaviors.

With a median effect of 2.2, the urban fringe group had an
overall behavior that tended to be above the national level. They
had no atypical behaviors.

The data for each released exercise representing reference
materials are presented in the following manner. The upper part
of the left page shows the exercise number and age level. Then
the exercise is shown as it appeared to the respondent except
that the correct answer is indicated. The percentage of young
adults choosing each answer is also shown.

The exhibit on the lower part of the page shows the national
percentage of success and the percentage of success for each
group both tabularly (leftmost column of figures) and graphically
(horizontal bars). The second column of figures on the left side
of the exhibit shows the effects for all groups with asterisks
(*) indicating those that are reliably different from the national
percentage of success. The effects can also be seen graphically.
Note .the vertical dashed line descending from the end of the
national percentage bar. This allows a visual comparison of each
group percentage of success with the national percentage of success.

3see the General Information Yearbook, Chapter 3 (Report 02-GIY)
for definitions of the size of community groups.
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The right page again gives the exercise number and age level.
It also gives the objective and major subobjective for which the
exercise was written and a brief description of the exercise with-
unusual or interesting responses pointed out when appropriate.
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Exercise 412 -- Adult 41203
96.7%
(Give dictionsry to student.
Ask thc first two questions and record the main points of his
responses.)
41201 41204
First ask: "What is a dictionary?” *
94.28 93.2%
s(Dictionary: “A book that tells you what words mean.” 41205
"A book that tells you how to use words.")
41202
98.0%
Then ask: “"What does the word 'define' mean?” **
; R - 41206
87.5%
s¢ (Defina: "To give the meaning of words,” or
*70'tell what the word means.”)
6.9%
41297
(If the student defines both words correctly, resd A-E to him and
record his answers, even if ha cannot do some or all of the tasks.
If he cannot define one or both of the words, give him the defini-
tion(s), using the dictionary and showing him a word and its
definition if necessary, then continue with A,
If he answers A, either correctly or incorrectly, continue with 94.7%

B-E. If he cannot answar A, g /¢ the definition(s) once more:

and repeat A. If he then answ s A, either correctly or incor-

rectly, continue with B-E. If : stops working, encourage him to" 41208
continue. If he still cannot answer A, discontiaue, explain the

situation in A, and go to the next exercise.) — 86.9%

Open the book to page 15 and tell ma any threa
words defined on that page.®

Tell ma the last word defined in the 'P" section.
Do Z oo
ra

Tall me the number Of the last page in the
dictionary.

422

Tell me the number of the page on which you can
£ind out s At tha word "bake® means.

74

7ell me the word which is defined just befora the
sord "house® and tha word which is defined just
aftar tha word "house.”

Just before

Just after mi éd‘t

All five parts correct (41203-07)

*Dther Acceptable Words

all around, allspice, alluda, allure, allusion, ally,
aluminum, alma matar, almanac, slmighty, almond, almost,
alms, alms house, aloa, aloft, aloha, along, alongside,
aloof, aloud, alp, alpaca, alpha, alphabet

A72 918 1/2  15%X412080 R10300R0 921317 A
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Exercise 412 -~ Adult

Overlaps: Ages 9, 13 and 17

Objective III: Use what is read. .
Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

For this exercise, young adults were given an actual diction-
ary and then were asked to find a number of things in it. On
part 41203, 97% could give at least thres words listed on page 15.
On part 41204, 93% could give the last word (python) defined in
the "P" section. On part 41205, 98% could give the number of the
last page in the hook. On part 41206, 97% could give the number
of the page where they could find out what the word "bake" means.
On part 41207, 95% could give the words defined just before and
just after "house." Eighty-seven percent were correct on all five
parts {(41208). The exhibit on the opposite page pertains to the
percentages of young adults in the various groups who were correct
on all five parts (regarded as success on this exercise).




Exszcise 413 -~ Adult

(Give the atudent a copy Of the TV schedule* and say ¢o hinm,
*"Here is part of a TV Guide you might £ind in a newspaper. After
you have read it, I will ask you some questions about it, You
may look 8t the schedule ar many times as is necessary to answer
the questions.”)

2:00 pom, {Z]  Super Mutt - Cartoons

prraferiel deleted ofce

o 4—77 I’l;h*

reshre fems

U e _(hhliane ﬁdﬂ"ﬁ' ‘
/7

*adapted from TV Guide () Magazine. with permission.
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Cheosing

Lach Answer
9.1
87.8%
2.2¢

A6 12 SN

-0.9 Sasll place

1f you watched the entire movie, could you
elso see the entire program sbout the San
Diego 200?
O Yes
& ¥o
€ 1 don't know,

No xesponse
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41303

Why is there no aew peogram listed on 3:anel ¢
dejinning st 3100 p.n.?
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At what time are the cartoons ehown?
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3 Nat'l s How lonc s the program on Channel 6 at
by Choosing 3:00 pome?
- Each Answer
3
3 10.5% < 30 minutes
¥
3 80.4% @ 60 minutes .
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¢ 0.5% < 120 minutes
i 5.8% ¢ I don't know.
0.9% No response
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Summary of the five parts
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0 parts correct
1 part correct

2 parts correct
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The exhibit below pertains to the percentages of young
adults in the various groups who answered correctly on
all five parts.
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Exercise 413 -- Adult
Overlaps: Ages 9, 13 and 17

Objective III: Use what is read.
Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

This exercise asks for a variety of information one might
find in a TV Guide. On part 41301, 84% of young adults were able
to recognize that the word meant that "Children's
Variety" was being run for at least a second time. On part
41302, 88% could tell that if they watched the entire movie, they
could not also watch the entire program about the San Diego Zoo.
On part 41303, 89% could tell that no new program was listed on
Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m. because a baseball game on that channel
lasted until 4:00 p.m. On part 41304, 94% could give the time
(2:00 p.m.) that the cartoons are shown. On part 41305, 80%
could tell that the 3:00 p.m. program on Channel 6 lasted 60 min-
utes. Sixty~-two percent of young adults responded correctly on
all five parts (41306).
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CHAPTER 7

AGE COMPARISONS

Chapters 3-6 have been comparing the percentage of success
for each group with the national percentage of success within
each age level. When an exercise has been administered at more
than one age ievel, we can compare the percentage of success for
a given group at one age level with that group's percentage(s) of
success at the other age level(s) to determine the percentage
increase or-percentage decrease between one age level and the next
higher age level. We can also determine the overall or ret per-
centage increase or percentage decrease between the lowest age
level and the highest age level when more than two age levels are
involved.

We compare the percentages of success for 9, 13 and l7-year-
olds and young adults (26-35) all obtained at the time of the
1970-71 assessment. Therefore, we are not justified in assuming
that four years later, the 9-year-olds (for example), when they -
are l3-year-olds, would necessarily attain the same percentages
of success as the 13-year-olds in the 1970-71 assessment. Like-
wise, we are not justified in assuming that four years earlier
the 13-year-olds, when they were 9-year-olds, would have neces-
sarily attained the same percentages of success as the 9-year-
olds in the 1970-71 assessment. This is because the experiences
between age 9 and age 13 could be quite different for the 9-year-
olds and the 13-year-olds in the 1970-71 assessment. These
statements generalize to the comparisons we make between any two
age levels.

For each exercise, an exhibit shows the percentage of success
for each group at the relevant age levels, the percentage dif-
ference between each adjacent pair of age levels and (when appli-~
cable) the pgrcentage difference between the lowest age level and
the highest age level. For example, look at the Northeast region
at ages 9, 13, 17 and adult for Exercise 41208.




R R

Age Percentage Percentage

Level of Success Difference
Northeast 9 39.7
13 . 84.5 9~=>13 44.8
17 90.4 13-->17 5.9
Ad 86.0 17-->Ad ~-4.,5
9~~>Ad 46.3

We see that the percentage of success for 9-year-olds was 39.7
and for l3-year-olds was 84.5 with a percentage difference going
from age 9 to age 13 of 44.8. Likewise, the percentage of success
for 1l7-year-olds was 90.4 with a percentage difference going from
age 13 to age 17 of 5.9; and the percentage of success for adults
was 86.0 with a percentage difference going from age 17 to adult
of -4.5 (a percentage decrease). The net percentage difference
going from age 9 to adult was 46.3. When a percentage decrease
occurs, it is indicated by a minus sign (-) as in the example
just shown. The bars on the graph portion of the exhibit also
indicate the percentages of success for the groups at each age
level. A dashed vertical line descends from the end of each
national percentage bar. This allows a visual comparison of a
group's position relative to the national level from age level to
age level.

Special note should be made of the white space between the
end of each bar and the 100% vertical line. This white space
represents the percentages of individuals who did not succeed on
an exercise at each age level. This white space or percentage of
failure must be taken into account when we consider the percent-
age increase from one age level to the next. Consider the fol-
lowing examples:

1. If the percentage of success for a group at age 9
is 20 and the percentage of success for that group
at age 13 is 50, the percentage increase is 30.
On the face of it this seems like a reasonably
large increase, but 50% of the 13-year-olds still
failed.

2. If the percentage of success for a group at age 9
is 95 and the percentage of success for that group
at age 13 is 99.5, the percentage increase is 4.5.
Oon the face of it, this seems to be a small
increase. However, only 5% of the 9-year-olds
failed, therefore, there could not be a large
increase going to age 13.

3. An exercise may be extremely difficult for both
age levels under consideration in which case we
would expect a small or no percentage increase.
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Of the released exercises representing reference materials;
four were administered to 9 and l3-year-olds; six were adminis-
tered to 9, 13 and l7-year-olds and young adults; and four were
administered to 13 and 17-year-olds.
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Exercise 406 -~ Ages 9 and 13

What is the BEST way to find out if there is something about
Eskimos in a book?

e & AT T

Nat'l &
Choosing
Each Answer

[

Age s Age13
48.4% 67.9% Look in the index.

P

10.0% 7.9% Look in the glossary.

20.3%  7.6% Look at the title page.

9.08 2.6% Look through all the pages.
9.3% 12.8% Skim through the introduction.

2.9%  0.2% I don't know.
0.2% 0.9% No response

%06 12 3/1 01+X806013 R00300R0

913
T12 12 371 019X406013 R00300R0 913

NATIONAL AND GROUP PERCENTAGES OF SUCCESS
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Exercise 406--- Ages 9 and 13

Objective III: Use what is read.
Subobjective C: Obtain information.efficiently.

While this exercise asks for the best way to find out if
there is something about Eskimos (not necessarily as the main
topic) in a book, the question could be generalized to any topic.
Forty-eight percent of 9-year-olds and 68% of l3-year-olds cor-
rectly responded "Look in the index"--a 20% increase from age 9
to age 13. This means that more than 30% of l3-year-olds failed
to demonstrate knowledge about how to find a given topic in a
bOOk . . "
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Exercise 408 -~ Ages 9 and 13

Read the question and £ill in the oval beside the correct answer.

If you had to tell your class sbout windmills,
which of these would be the BEST book to use?

The Yellow Pages in the telephone book

ERIC ¢

A FullToxt Provided by ERIC

Nat'l §
Choosing
Each Answer
Age 9 Age 13
5.8% 2,48 O An stlas
26,28 6,08 O A dictionsry
57.4% 89,5 @B An encyclopedis
3.8 0.5%
6.2¢  l.4% O 1 don't know.
0.5% 0.1 No response
N07 03 3/1 03*X508013 RO0300R0
T13 02 3/1 03eX408013 R00300R0
AGE PERCENTAGE
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NATIONAL 9 57.8%
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Exercise 408 -- Ages 9 and 13

Objective III: Use what is read.
Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

This exercise asked which of the several reference sources
listed would be the best to use if one wished to find out about
windmills. Fifty-seven percent .of 9-year-olds and 90% of l3-year-
olds correctly said an encyclopedia--a 33% increase from age 9 to
age 13. Of the 10% who failed at age 13, most (6%) said a diction-

ary, which was a quite popular respcnse at age 9 (26%).




Exercise 409 == Ages 7 and 1)

Read the question and f£ill in the cval bezide the correct answer,

Nat'l ¢

Choosing

Each Answer 1f you 1ike books which are NOT about people., which
. one of the following would you read?

Age 9 Age 1) .
. 4.8% 3.1 O The Jazz Man
3 4,18 1.9 O Johany Tremsine
i 03.3% 00,18 @ Ald about Elephants

.74 3.7% €O ¥ho's in Charge of Lincoln?
i S.7%  2.8% ¢ I don't know. l
i 0.5%  0.5% Ko response
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Exercise 409 -- Ages 9 and 13

Objective IV: Reason logically from what is read.
Subobjective A: Draw appropriate inferences from the material

that is read and "reaq between the lines" where
necessary. )

Seventy-three percent of 9-year-olds and-88% of l3-year-olds
were able to say that if they wanted to read a book NOT about
people, they would read All about Elephants. This represents a
percentage increase of 15 from age 9 to age 13. Perhaps: those
who failed at both age levels were confused by the negative
phrasing of the question.
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Exercise 411 ~- Ages 9 and 13

You want to call Mr. Jones on the telephone.

telephone book for his number. You would £ind it between which

names?
Nat’l ®
choosing
Zach Answer
Age 9 Age 13
2.18  0.28 ¢ Jackson and Jacobs
3.08  0.88 €O Jacobs and James
20.08 8.88 O James and Johnson
62.5¢ 86.3% @ Johnscn ard Judson
3.08  3.08 O Judson and Justus
8.4% 0.3% O I don't know.
1.28 0.6% %o response
%09 08 371 Os*X&11013 20030020
T11 15 377 Os*X811013 20030020 ,
AGE PERCERTAGE
BATIONAL 9 62.5
BATIONAL 13 86.3
BEGION
Southeast 9 55.6
13 83.9
vest 9 59.8
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13 89.0
Sortheast 9 66.8
Lk 83.7
SEX
Rale L 58.2
13 [
Pemale 9 66.6
13 8.8

SATIONAL AND

9-=>13

9-->13 28.1
9-=>13 22.%
9-->13

9-->13 21.8

You look in the

913
913

GR00P PERCENTAGES OP SUCCESS

PERCENTAGE OP SUCCESS

90 100

PERCESTAGE
0 10 20 30 80 50 60 70 80
. . . . . . . . .
000000000000 00e TYTYYY I
1
23.8 e ssee seeee e ]
| |
1 1
1 1
[} 1
9-=>13 28.3 aee ) Y]
.o e | [}
seee goosse )
sere goee 1
seennny )
¥ l
17.3 snssnnee ) seny
i 1
1} 1
1 i
ssssssete ] 1
9-=313 25.9 FYTY) ssnee "”e * 1
seee goee |
200ge0s0ssessssessgee

- - - - - TS - - . -y =h o = = P




Q

ERIC

PAFullToxt Provided by ERIC

¢
H

%09 08 3/1 0sexs11013 20030020
T11 15 371 08exs11013 &0030020

NATIONAL
SATIONAL

Black
white

PANENTAL BDGCATION
So High School

Some High School

Gredusted Righ Sch.

Post Bigh School
S122-AND-TYPE

[]

Extteme Inner City

Extreme Rursl

Smell City

Bedium City

test Of Big city

Suburbsn Pringe

Extteme Aff Suburd

AGY
i |

PSRCENTAGE
OF SUCCESS

62.5
86.)

S0.0
78.1
65.2
88.5

2.3
79.7
62.45
8.9
67.7
87.€
73.1
90.2

81.5
93.0
66.8
82.9
57.8
89.3
62.8
86.8
61.9
79.2
75.9
85.8
73.0
88.6

SATIONAL AND GROUP PERCENTAGES OP SUCCESS

9==>13

9-->13
9-->13

9-->13
9-->13
9-=>13
9-->1)

9-=>1)
9-->1)
9-->13
9-->1)
9-=>1)
9-=>1)
9-->13

PERCENTAGE
IPFERENCE

23.8

28,1
23.)

37.8
21.6
20.0

17.1

31.5
16.8
3.9
23.6
17.3

9.9
15.7

91
s 1

(] 10 20
. . .
ssse ssse
sses ssse

PERCENTAGE OP SUCCESS

€0 7 80
.

(211 ]

sesscsssgessessasasassasy

—— ] —— — — -

8000000000 00000000000000000000000000000007F(000000000000000000

124

-
o
o

——— — —— o —— — —— — ———— ———— ——— — o —— — — . —— — — —




Exercise 411 -- Ages 9 and 13

Objective III: Use what. is read.
Subobjective A: Obtain information efficiently.

Here is an exercise on looking up a name in a telephone
directory. This particular task requires being able to alpha-
betize to at least the third letter in the names. Since the
third and fourth answers divide at the name Johnson, 9 and 13-
year-olds had to recognize that Jon...as in Jones comes after
Joh...as in Johnson, not ahead of it. Sixty-three percent of
9-year-olds and 86% of 1l3-year-olds succeeded. However, 20% of
9-year-olds and 9% of 13-year-olds said Jones would come between
James and Johnson. Apparently, they did not carry their alpha-

betization far enough. .
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Exezcise €12 -« Ages 9, 13, 17 and Adult

(Givs dictionary to student.

Ask the first two quastions and record the main points of his
Tesponsss.)

41201

Me 9 Age 13 Age 17 Adult Pirst ask: °what is a dictionary?®e
77.38 92.68 &7V v

*{Dictionazy: °A book that tslls
you wvhat words mean.®
“A book that tells
you how to use words.®)

41202

Then ask: °What does the word
‘define’ mean?” °°

17,48 76,08 89.5%  97.5%

**(Defins: *To give the mesning of

words,® or
°To tell what the word
means.®)

(1f the student defines both words correctly, read A-E to him

and record his answers, even if he cannot 40 some or all of the
tasks. If he cannot define one or both of the words, give him
the definition(s), using the dictionary and showing him s word and
its definition £f necessary. then continue with A,

If he answers A, either correctly or incorrectly, continue vith
B3-E. If he cannot answer A. give the definition(s) once more
and repeat A. If he then answers A, sither correctly or incor-
zectly. continue vith B-E. If he stops Working. encourage him
to continue. If he still cannot answer A, discontinue, explain
the situation in A, and go to the next exsrcise.

n10 023 172 15¢X412000 R10300R0
T15 02B 172 1591412080 R10300R0
S12 028 172 1591812080 R10300R0
A02 018 172 15%X412080 R10300R0

9 13171
913 1712
913171
9131712

41203

e 9 e 13 e 17 Adult Open the book to page 15
409 Mg 13 Meli Mdule and tsll me any three words
91.3% 97.2%  98.1%  96.7% defined on that page.®

/7771799 Vi

€204 Tell me the last word

defined in the °P° section.

£3.08 91.48  96.3v LN

41208 'rol(-. the nusber of the
last page in the dictionary.

92.9% 97.9%  95.0v 9500 é&

41206 Tell me the number of the
page on which you can find
out what the word “bake®
means.

70.28  93.28  97.0% %N ﬁ

41207 Tell e the word which is
defined just befors the word
"house® and the word which
is defined just after the
word *house.”

Just before
€5.4% 935.00 98.08 .M
Just after

41200
38.78  82.8%  91.8%  96.9% All five parts correct
(€1203-07)

sother Acceptable Words
all around, allsplce, eilude. ellure, allusion. ally.

aluminum, alma sater, slmanac, almighty. almond, almost,
alme, aims house, aloe, aloft. alohs, along, elongside,
aloof, aloud., alp. alpaca, alpha, alphabet

WATIONAL AND GROUP PERCENTAGES OF SUCCESS

AGE PERCENTAGE PZICENTAGE
LEYEL OF SUGCESS EIPPBRENCE
NATIONAL 9 38.7
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nriomtr 17 91.8  13-->17 9.0
WATIONAL A 86.9 17-->24 =-6.9
9-=>a4 88.2
EGION
Southeast 9 368.2
13 81.3 9-->13 63.1
17 90.1 13-->17 8.9
Ad 81.9 17-->ad =-8.2
9-->2d4 83.7
vest 9 32.4
13 83.0 9-->13 51.0
17 90.8 13-->17 7.8%
Ad 868.2 17-->ad =2.6
9-~>Ad 55.8
Central 9 82.9
13 82.2 9-->13 39.3
17 98.9  13-->17 12.8
ad 89.9 17-->ad =5.0
9-=->a4 47.0
N¥ortheast 9 39.7
13 88.5 9-->13 an.8
- 17 90.8 13-->17 5.9
Ad 86.0 17-->ad =-0.5
9-->A3 86.3
SEX
Bale 9 35.5
13 78.4 9-->13 82.9
17 90.2 13-=>17 11.8
Ad 88.2 17-->Ad =6.1
9-->A4 88.7
Pemale 9 82.2
13 86.7 9-->13 48.6
17 93.8  13==>17 6.7
Ad 89.6 17-->ad =-3.8
9-->24 47.8%
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AGE PERCENTAGE
LEYEL QP SUCCESS
‘maTIomt 9 38.7
NATIONAL 13 82.8
WATIONAL ” 91.8
NATIONAL Ad 86.9
COLOR
Black 9 21.9
13 72.9
17 81.9
ad 74.0
Vhite 9 81.8
13 848.7
17 93.1
Ad 88.6
PARENIAL EDUCATJION
No High School 9 31.5
13 13.9
17 86.8
ad 82.5
Some High School 9 27.6
13 79.1
” 86.8
At 85.2
Graduated High Sch. 9 80.9
13 83.7
7 92.5
ad 89.7
post High School 9 87.9
13 89.3
17 98,9
Ad 92.9
NATIONAL 9 38.7
NATIONAL 13 82.8
NATIONAL 1718 92.%
SIZE-AND-TIPZ
OF_CONNUNITY
Pxtreme Inner City 9 23.5
13 17.8
1718 86.6
Extreme Rural 9 358.2
13 83.1
1718 91.7
Small City 9 35.5
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1718 91.5
Rest Of Big City 9 81.5
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171s 95,0
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13 90.8
1718 96.9

9 13172
9 1317 2
9 1317
9 1317 2
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Exercise 412 -- Ages 9, 13, 17 and Adult

Objective III: Use what is read.
Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

For this exercise, 9, 13 and l1l7-year-olds and young adults
were given an actual dictionary and then were asked to find a
number of things in it. On part 41203, 91%, 97%, 98% and °7% of
individuals at the respective age levels could give at least
three words listed on page 15. On part 41204, 53%, 91%, 96% and
93% of individuals at the respective age levels could give the.
last word (python) defined in the "P" section. On part 41205,
93%, 98%, 99% and 98% of individuals at the respective age levels
could give the number of the last page in the book. On part
41206, 71%, 93%, 97% and 97% of individuals at the respective age
levels could give the number of the page where they could find out
what the word "bake" means. On part 41207, 65%, 95%, 98% and
95% of individuals at the respective age levels could give the
words defined just before and just after "house." At the four
age levels, respectively, 39%, 83%, 92% and 87% of individuals
answered all five parts correctly (41208). The exhibit pertains
to the percentages of 9, 13 and 1l7-year-olds and young adults in
the various groups who responded correctly on all five parts.
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Exerciss 413 == Ages 9, 13, 17 and Adult

{Cive the student a copy of the TV schedule® and say to him,

“Here s part of a TV guide you might find in a newspaper. Af
you have read {t, I will ask you some questions about it. You
Fay 100k at the schedule as many tizes as is necessary to answer
the questions.®)

2100 p.n.

7]

Super Mutt = Cartoons

rrraterial Adeleveo
e V2 co)syr;ylﬁ‘-

Foehrc fems

37.3% 6840

23.9% . 4

*Adapted from TV Guide (DMagazine, with pernission.

N11 02
T02 15
S06 16
106 12

N
n
in
N

01#x413010 R10300R0
01+x413010 R10300R0
01+x413010 R10300R0
01+x413010 R10300R0

AGE2 PERCERTAGE
LEVEL QP _SUCCESS

NATIONAL 9
NATIONAL 13
NATIONAL 17
NATIONAL Ad

Southeast 9

West 9

Central 9

- Ad

Northeast 9

Male 9

Female 9

37.3
68.4
83.9
8u.2

36.3
59.6
76.6
76.1

35.1
70.2
79.9
81.0

40.0
18.9
88.6
88.4

31.5
68.0
87.3
87.9

33.6
63.4
82.1
83.1

81.2
13.7
85.7
85.1

ter

9 13171
9 1317
9 13 17 a
9 13 17 a

MATIONAL AND GROUP PERCENTAGES OF SUCCESS

PERCENTAGE PERCENTAGE OF SUCCESS
FERENCE
bie Ace 0 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
+ + + + + + + + +
t
9==>13 31.1 [IIITTTITIYIT LTI LYY ] i [
13-=>17 15.5 LIITTT1] 1 ‘ttttttttttttttottt;tttttttttt’
17==>Ad4 0.3 1 ;tttttttttt;
9-=>Ad 6.9 | | |
| | |
: | |
t““‘t““‘“‘d‘t““““| : :
9==>13 23.3 EXTTY Y] 4 s | |
13==>17 17.0 sssssss sss88s [ sss spssssss |
17-=>ad -0.5 haidd T sssgessss |
9-->Ad 39.8 | | |
SEEE L EELLLELEEEEREEEERES | | |
9==>13 36.1 sEEE e [ ] * ‘t"t |
13=-=>17 9.8 (IITTTTYT] [ 9 ssasy s |
17-=>Ad 1.1 yresies pessssssss |
9==>Ad 46.9 1 | |
ssssss LI TIITT Y] ¥ ] t
9-=5>13 34.9 ssssse LI TTT] [ pesss |
13-=>17 13.7 [TII1T] IIIITTT] [ EXITT] PEEssssstssfnns
17==>A4 =~0.2 sEEERS [ L sssy ssssgesse
9-->Ad 48.4 | | ]
‘t“'t“t“‘t“t“““‘t“' ] |
9-=->13 30.5 AL II LTI I LTI YT T ? sy ]
13~=>17 19.3 [ sEgsEssssnEsIfes
17=->A4 0.6 [IIITITIIT T £ 4 SEEEPEEEREEEEREP 4
9-->Ad 50.4 | i |
| | |
| i |
. I | |
SERELLELELEEL L LR LSS ' | |
9-~>13 29.8 [TTTT] [ (I11] t ]
13-=>17 18.17 [ITT YT ye [ sss |
17==>Ad 1.0 1] prsses gressssnsss|
9==>Ad 49.6 | | |
sERES seees [ ] ] |
9-=>13 32.5 [TTTT] [I111) ¥ press
13-=>17 12.0 sssse [ ssass [ sssssssgs
17-=>Ad -0.5 s L] [ I 11T
9~=>ad 43.9 | | ]
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N11 02 371 01eXa13010 R10300R0
102 15 371 01eX813010 R10300R0
$06 16 371 01eXa13010 1030020
A06 12 371 01eX413010 R10300%0
LEYEL
NATIONAL 9
SATIONAL 13
RATIONAL 17
NATIONAL Al
<OoLOoR
Black 9
13
17
Al
white 9
13
17
Al
DAREXTAL_ZDUCATION
o High School 9
N 13
17
Ad
Some Higa School 13
17
Al
Graduated High Sch. 9
13
17
Ad
Post High School 9
13
17
Al
NATIONAL 9
NATIONAL 13
RATIONAL 171s
SIZE-AND=TYPZ
" Age
Pxtreme Innar City 1;
1718
Extreme Rural 9
13
1718
Small City 9
13
1718
fledium City 9
13
1718
Rest Of Big City 9
13
. 1718
Suburban Pringe 9
13
1718
2xtreme Aff Suburh ;
1
1718

37.3
68.8
83.9
8n.2

26.6
46.3
59.2
65.0

39.0
72.9
87.0
86.5

28.2
51.4
67.8
7.6

36.5
59.6
78.9
84.1

35.3
70.5
82.6
86.1

84,5
78.0
90.8
91.7

37.3
68.4
84.8

25.6
54.8
80.4

34.1
56.7
82.6

35.6
67.1
84.6

40.3
70.0
79.9

36.3
72.8
90.8

80.0
71.6
87.9

4.3
76.3
88.1

9
9
9
9

13 17 A
13 17 a
13 174
131714

NATIOMAL AND GROUP PERCENTAGES OF SOUCCRSS

PERCENTAGE
DIEPEREECE

9=-->13
13-<>17
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Nat'l & I£ you watched ths entire

Choosing movie, could you also see
Zach Answer the entire program about

the San Diego 2002
Age 9 Age 13 Age 17 Adult
41,56 22,48 10,88 LI O Yes
45,18 72,18 84,74 87.3% @ No

9.58 4.4 2,84 2,28 O 1 don't know,
1,08 1,28 0.8% 0.9% No response

-

J S S

02°X413020 R210300R0 913172
02°%813020 21030080 91317
029X813020 £1030080 913172
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Why is there no new program
listed on Channel & begin-

Aqe 9 Age 13 Age 17 Adult ning at 3:00 p.um.?

44,08 €9.0t  84.2¢ 82,8
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Nat'l ¢
Choosing
Each Answer

Me 9 Agel3 Agel” Mult

17.18 14.8% 9.3
58.9% 60.5%  69.4%
8.28 2.9% .28
2.18  1.0% 0.3%

12.2¢ 14.8%  13.9%
1.5 6.0% 5.9%

10.5%
80.4%
1.9%
0.5%

5.8%
0.9%

How long is the program on
Channel 6 at 3:00 p.m.?

0 0000
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60 minutes
90 minutes

120 minutes

I don't know.

No response
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Exercise 413 -- Ages 9, 13, 17 and Adult

Objective III: Use what is read.
Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

This exercise asks for a variety of information one might
find in a TV Guide. On part 41301, 37%, 68%, 84% and 84% of
individuals at the respective age levels were able to recognize
that the word [Repeat] meant that "Children's Variety" was being
run for at least a second time. On part 41302, 48%, 72%, 85% and
88% of individuals at the respective age levels could tell that
if they watched the entire movie, they could not also watch the
entire program about the San Diego Zoo. On part 41303, 44%, 69%,
84% and 89% of individuals at the respective age levels could tell
that no new program was listed on Channel 4 at 3:00 p.m. because
a baseball game on that channel lasted until 4:00 p.m. On part
41304, 73%, 84%, 92% and 94% of individuals at the respective age
levels could give the “time (2:00 p.m.) that the cartoons are shown.
On part 41305, 59%, 61%, 69% and 80% of individuals at the
respective age levels could tell that the 3:00 p.m. program on
Channel 6 lasted 60 minutes. i .

139




Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

{
‘
H
3

et T Tl ¢ A S 7o

Exercise 415 -- Ages 13 and 17

Read the paragraph and answer the question which follows it.

Anv attemot to label an entire Qeneration is unrewarding, and

o copiy right rESVIKims

you;xg éeneration has done that continuallyﬂf;c‘x; vear»‘l;-i'outh.'

Nat’l ¢
Choosing
Each Answer

Where would you MOST likely f£ind this paragraph?

Age 13 Age 17

essays

13.2% 4.9% O In the encyclopedia
38.7v 67.11 @D 1In a collection of
2.0% 1.13 < O0n a sports page
36.8% 2.1y O

9.0% s.11 O I don’t know.

0.8% 0.7% No response

In the Dictionary of American Slang

e*rhis is the Beat Generation,” The Character of Prose, Clellon
Holmes, reprinted by permission Of the New York Times Company.

TOY1 99 8/1 02¢x315011 R10000R0
s08 11 &/% 02°Xx315011 R10000R0

AGE  PEBRCENTAGE
E¥EL QT SUCCESS

NATIOMAL 13 38.7
NATIONAL 17 67.0
REGIQN
Southeast 13 35.3
17 59.6
West 13 38.9
17 69.7
Central 13 80.8
17 72.2
sortheast 13 39.8
17 65.2
SEX
fale 13 3.8
17 63.8
Pemale 13 83.1
17 69,3

13 17
13 17

SATIONAL AXD GROUP PERCENTAGES OP SUCCESS
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13-->17

13-->17
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13-->17
13-->17

13-->17
13-->17

PERCENTAGE
DIpPRREACE

28.8

2.3
30.8
31.5
25.8

30.3
26.2
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SIZZ-AND-TYPE ! :
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Small City 13 36.5 20000000000000000000008 . ]
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171s 78.7  13==>17 36.6 sogeee esegenee
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WATIOMAL AND GROUP PERCEMTAGES OF SUCCESS

-
o
o

- ————————— ———— ——— " — - — =

- ———— — —— - —————— -




i
|t b e s ¢ o e o m o

Exercise 415 -- Ages 13 and 17

Objective I: Comprehend what is read.
Subobjective C: Read paragraphs, passages and longer works.

This passage discusses the meaning of the word "beat" as
used in the "beat" generation. Thirty-nine percent of 13-year-
olds and 67% of l7-year-olds recognized that the passage would
most likely be found in a collection of essays--a 28% gain from
age 13 to age 17. At both age levels, most of those who failed=--
37% at age 13 and 21% at age 1l7--thought it would be found in
the Dictionary of American Slang.
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Exercise 420 -- Ages 13 snd 17

Read the table of contents from s weekly news magazine and snswer

the questions which follow it.

Art 54
Books 82
Business 71
——== ~Cinema 8l

Bducstion 38
Law 52
Medicine 59
Music 46

42001

Nat'l ¢

Choosing

Bach Answer
reviews of 8 current movie?
Age 13 Age 17
26.3¢  61.7¢ @™ Cinema
2.6% 0.88 O Business
54.2¢ 30.7¢ O Theater
12.7% 5.68 O Television
-3.3s 1.1 O I don't know.
0.9% 0.2% No response
T10 08 371 01%x420010 ®10300R0
08 08 371 01%X820010 R10300%0
AGE PERCENTAGR PERCENTAGE
LEYEL QP SUCCESS DIPRERENCE
NATIONAL 13 26.3
NATIONAL 17 61.7 13-->17 35.8
G
Southssst 13 19.2
- 17 46.6 13-=->17 27.%
fest 13 28.1
17 65.9 13-=>17 37.8
Cantrsl 13 28.7
17 65.% 13-->17 36.6
Worthesst 13 28.9
17 67.0 13-->17 38.1
SEX
Hsle 13 28.1
17 60.9 13-->17 32.8
Pemale 13 28.6
17 62. 13-=>17 37.9

People

Nationsl

Press
Science
Sports
Televis.
Theater
World

don

Under what heading would you look to locate the

13 17
13 17

NATIOWAL AWD GROUP PERCENTAGES OF SUCCRSS

PRRCENTAGE OF SUCCRSS
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PORCRNTAGE OF sucCCess

Nat'l ¢
Choosing
Each Answer Which srticls would you be MOST likely to
tind in this magezine?
Age 1) Age 17
12.08 7.9 O “"The Lifs of Lou Gehrig®
2.1 3,08 O “"How to Become a Golf Expert®
6.3 .78 O "A Niatory of Baseball in Americs®
60,38 65.18 @D “Outstanding Sports Evanta of the
Week”
16.8¢ 16.6% I don't know,
1.48 3.0 No response
T10 08 S/9 0&°X820030 R10300R0 1
S08 08 S/ 08eX820030 3103000 13
NATIONAL AND GROUP PBRCBNTAGSS OP SUCCESS
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341
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Pemala 1) 61.0 ssoesseee
17 67.0 13==>17 6.0

147

-
o
-]

- - ——— - ———— - - - -




T10 08 S/1 04ex820030 R1030020
S08 08 S/1 08ex820030 R10300%0

BATIONAL
EATIONAL
{1 %]
slack
Vhite
PAREXIAL_PRUCATION

¥o Hiqh School

Some High School
Grajuated High Sch.
Post High School

BATIONAL
FATIONAL
SIZE-AXD-TIRE

gxtreme Innec City
txtreme Rural
sasll City

Hedium City

Rest Of Big City
Ssbucban Pringe
Extreme Aff Subutb

ace
2L

PERCENTAGE
QF_3UCCESS

60.3
65.0

4.0
9.7
62.8
67.0

39.8
49,1
58,7
53.3
9.9
68,9
65.9
78.1

50.3
65.9

63,1
63.7
S51.8
€2.8
9.9
59.8
6§0.9
68.8
50.7
63.9
61.1
7.0
65.2
78.9

RATIONAL AND

PIRCENTAGE
DIRRERENCE

13==>17

13=>17
1322217

13317
13e=217
132317
13eed1?

132517

1322517
1322317
13=>17
132317
132517
13=2>17
13==>17

(N

0.6
€2

%7
1.5
S.0
0.2

S. 6

0.7
1.8
0.5

3.5

$.2

9.9
13.8

L111] . 0000000000000 0¢

0000000000000000 LL11] 4 L]
000000000000000000000000000
0000000000000000000000000000 “..‘.“..‘.“"“"““‘

« &
137
13
GROUP PRRCEETAGES OF SUCCESS
PERCERTAGE OP SUCCESS
[ 10 20 30 a0 S0 €0 70 (14 90 100
* * * * * * . * * *
000000000 t00 . . )
.o : 1Y)
[ |
[ |
[ |
[ |
(S|
oo ¢
geeege
[ |
[ |
[ |
[ |
[ |
[ |
|
[}
[}
*

- - —— S - —— - - - - - . - -

148




f

Exercise 420 -- Ages 13 and 17

Objective III: Use what is read.
Subobjective C: Obtain information efficiently.

This exercise presents a table of contents such as might be
found in a weekly news magazine. On part 42001, 26% of l3-year-
olds and 62% of l7-year-olds correctly answered that the reviews
of a current movie would be located in the cinema section. How-
ever, 54% of l3-year-olds and 31% of l7-year-olds said "theater."
On part 42002, 95% of l3-year-olds and 96% of l7-year-olds cor-
rectly gave the page where they could find the science news. On
part 42003, 60% of l3-year-olds and 65% of 17-year-olds correctly
stated that, of the titles given, they would most likely find
"Outstanding Sports Events of the Week" in a weekly news magazin-.
This represents a percentage increase of only 5 from age 13 to
age 17. At both age levels, 17% admitted not knowing the answer.
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