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Abstract

The Vineland Social Maturity Scale (VSMS), despite its limi-

;:ations, is an excellent clinical technique and includes psycho-

rrtric and questionnaire characteristics. It is a good single

measure of adaptive behavior. The VSMS Profile in this paper

uses content categories different from the original Scale, but

based upon the same items. It lends itself to identifying

personal-social strengths and weaknesses of youngsters and

special education students. The Profile is recommended to

school counselors, school psychologists, and teachers.
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The Vineland Social Maturity Scale (VSMS), despite its lim-

itations, is an excellent clinical technique (Pedrini & Pedrini,

1966). It is more clinical than psychometric in nature, even

though the VSMS results In a quantitative score. It is more

than a questionnaire and more than a rating scale. The inter-

view technique is helpful in obtaining data relevant for counsel-

ing and remediation. The behavior-observation technique is help-

ful in assessing interview-validity and social-interaction. The

VSMS is a good single measure d adaptive intelligence or adap-

tive behavior, especially for youngsters.

The VSMS appears to have inspired other scales. Some of

them are included in various mental measurements yearbooks (e.g.,

Duros, 1972). Many studies have been generated by this Scale,

Profiles for the Vineland are not new. In his book, the

author of the VSMS, Doll (1953, p. 577) included a profile that

was developed by Myer. Profiles were also developed by iscoe

(1960) and Holroyd (1966). Pedrini and Pedrini (1966) re-grouped

the VSMS items using logic and reasonableness. The Profile

presented in this paper uses the newer content areas. It is

different in other respects also, e.g., in inclusion of scor-

ing criterion, and in format. The ability levels of youngsters

in various areas of personal-social functioning can be readily

noted. Pre-school, early-school, and special-education students

could profit from this kind of analysis. The VSMS Profile is

recommended and should be helpful to school counselors, school

psychologists, and teachers.
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