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The off:.ce for Children in uassachusetts, ~created by
a state law in 1972, is a unique- approach to children®s services. A
r - 'strong point of the legislation: creating the Office is a provision
-that mandates the establishment of local “councils for children across
- the state, The Office for Children plans to- -establish 35 to 40 local
eouncus. “The local councils’ ull have the power: to review budgets
__,_fmding pu:oposals, to evaluate and monitor programs, to develagp -
-—-_information and teferral ‘services, and to ‘make recommendations on
- _needs and priorities regarding children's: sexvices. .These
B - recommendations will form the basis of ‘the policies and priorities
- “adopted. -In addition to the local councils, a state-wide council on
- ‘children will consist of- representatives from each local coupncil and )
“-enough-additional - -appointments to insure- strong -consumer .
~ representation i. the state level.:The-state-wide council will sexve
-r—:‘*asf a_forum and advocate -for issues that affect the common interests
= of children across- +the state. It is ‘expected- that at least half of
" “the ‘councils will be established by June 1973, and that all will be
- operating ‘before the end of the year..One of the immediate goals of
-~ “the Office is to stimulate the creation of local supportive services
--for childrén who are -in -immediate danger of institutionalization.
l—"— other responsibilities of the Office-are: to set standards for all
child-care centers and systems, pronde for inspections of -
facilities, review state-budgets involving children's services and
make-recommendations, draw -up guaidelines- for the developnent of day
care secvices in the state, and othets. . (DB) —_
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. -THE OFFICE 'FOR CHILDR"N

~ DESPITE A _RECOGNIZED NEED FOR MORE AND BETTER SERVIGES T0
CHILOREN [IN. HASSAGHUSETTS, ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN, BOTH INSIDE _ B
_AND OUTSIDE OF GOVERNMENT, HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO MAKE A SIGNIFICANT N -
TIMPACT ON PRIORITIES OR PROGRANS IN- THE MAJOR STATE DEPARTMENTS _
-+ CONCERNED wuru CHILDREN. SERVICES TO CHILDREN REHAIN FRAGHENTED -
A AND uucoonolunreo WITH AT LEAST FIVE MAJOR STATE DEPARTRENTS . o
_HAVING RESPONSIBILITY FOR HEETINchHlLDREN's u:ens. ComPLEX - o :
GUIDELINES, INFLEXIBLE opennr:nc Pnoceoones, AND UNREALISTIO DE- - -
unuos ou srnrr rnne HAV *nesULteo IN A BUREAUCRACY- WHICH 1S .OFTEN ‘
INCAPABLE or aespononuc “TO CHILDREN IN GRISIS. Buocers AND PRO- - =
»cnnn oectswoﬂs couruuue TO sanut 'CHILDREN. A VARIETY OF CHILDREN'S
lurenesr GROUPS’ AGROSS THE STATE FIGHT THEIR owiy BATTLES WiTH ' 2
covenuneur, OF TEN GOHPETING AGAINST EACH OTHER FOR INSUFFICIENT —_—
; “FUNDS, AND HAVE' BEEN UNABLE T0 ORGANIZE INTO A CONCERTED VOICE <.
1 - FOR ‘THE NEEDS OF . cHlLDREN. LITTLE SOLID DATA EXISTS WHICH CAN BE i
USED T0 oocuneut THE. exreur or AND NEED FOR CHILDREN'S SERVICES ’
IN THE STATE. PARENTS HAVE LITTLE VOICE IN THE PLANNING, OPER-
fnruou Aua~evnnunroou OF PROGRAHS _WHICH DIRECTLY AFFECT THEIR LIVES.
j; “THE - OFFIGE FOR- CHILDREN IS THE RESULT 'OF AN EFFORT TO AD~ "
oness THESE Pnobueus. TH!S - OFFIGE AND THE LAW: HchH cnenreo T
(CHAPTER 785, Acts or 1972) REPRESENT A UNIQUE . APPROAGH TO CHILDREN'S
- senvucss AMONG srnre covenunenrs -ACROSS, THE NATION. ’ : - —

o : WHAT IS - THE srnucruaE~or THE Orrlce FOR CHlLoneu9 ls IT JUST :

~ANOTHER- BUREAUGRAQYE - . -3 - i
“m——*

- o .

E A - srnouc¢Poyn1 or THE LEG SLfIlgy CREATING THE. OFFIGE FOR

Tl CHILDREN 187A° ABLISHAE ;
- couuclLs FOR cn.-on N’Acnoss -THE - STATE. fTue OFFIGE HAS ACCEPTED , %
vtue peveuopnsur or~'usse couucuLs qs 17s. Htcussr Pnnonurv DURING 4
lTs r’ksr Yenn—or OPERA¢ION.. THE OFFICE ron CHILDREN'S ABILI?Y
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SOF cHILDREN'S Paocnnns? I

P o el —

CONST.IUENCY FOR CYILDREN. THE COUNCILS CAN TAP GRASS ROOTS OR-
GANIZATIONAL ENERGY AND FUNNEL IT INTO THE CREATION OF SERVICES
FOR CHILDREN, THE KEY TO THIS STRENGTH WILL BE INFORMAT ION SHAR—
ING BETWEEN THE LocAL couuclLs AND THE OFF.ICE, —

THE . OFFICE 'FOR CH ILOREN PLANS TO ESTABLISH 35 T0 40 LOOAL
couuclLs. GEN;RAL couuclL nsnsznsuup VILL BE" ‘OPEN TO ALL INTER--
ssrso PERSONS IN EACH AREA AND YILL BE GENERATED ruaoucu AN INTEN=
SIVE PUBLICITY cnnpnlcu AT THE LOCAL LEVEL. ELEGTIONS WILL BE
HELD AMONG THE GENERAL HEHBERSHIP TO ESTABLISH PROVISI10NAL BOARDS
rc ‘ACT AS DEOIS!ON—HAKJNG BODIES AND PUT THE LOCAL COUNCILS IN
no,lou. THE OFFIOE wlLL REQUIRE THAT AT LEAST FIFTY PERCENT oF

tzncu BOARD “CONS1ST" oF- PARENTS‘AND cousunzas WHO HAVE NO' F!NANOIAL
rursassr |"g;cv101uc ssavucss ro culLoRsn. THE LOOAL ‘COUNCILS
wlLL HAVE THE POWER TO Revosw ‘BUDGETS AND FUND ING PROPOSALS, TO
EVALUATE AND HONITOR PROGRAHS, TO DEVELOP, lnroannruou AND 'REFER-
“RAL szavuczs, AND TO nnxe REOOHHENDATIONS oN uszos AND PRIORITIES

’,REGARDJHG OHILDREN'S SERVlcEs.r THESE REOOHHENDATIONS WILL FORM

rae BASIS oF rns POLIClEs _AND PRIORITIES ADOPTED BY THE Orrucs FOR
CHlLDREN.‘ : N .

In Aoolrlou TO THE LOCAL COUNCILS, A srnrz-wlos COUNCIL ON
cHlLDREN WILL couslsr OF - REPRESENTATIVES FROM- EACH LOCAL councIL
AND Euoucu ADDIT'ONAL APPOINTHENTS TO INSURE STRONG CONSUMER REP-
BESENTATIO“ AT rus srnte-stcu. THE STATE-UIDE couuclL WILL SERVE
As ‘A.-FORUM AND ovocnrs roa |ssuss WHICH: AFFEcT THE COMMON INTER=-

ESTS OF OHILDREN AOROSS THE STATE.

.

" The TASK“OF ESTABLISHJNG THE cHILDREN'S couuclLs IS WELL UN~-
osawnv. lt 18 expscrso THAT AT LEAST HALF OF THE COUNCILS WILL BE
—ESTABLISHED av Juua .973 AND THAT ALL WILL BE OPERATING BEFORE THE

~*suo oF THE YEAR._, T
. ‘ -y
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WHAT~GONTROL ooes rnz OFFIOE FOR' CHILDREN HAVE OVER THE QUALITY
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‘chnouh CARE FACILITIES, "Ti:& OFFICE W1' . DEVELOP AND REVISE REGU=
LATIONS FOR Aonussuoﬁs, TRANSPORTATION, PHYSICAL PLANTS, STAFF,
PROGRAHHING, HEALTH. AND NUTRITION, RECORD KEEP ING, oRcAulerton,.

_ FluAucuuc, AonlulsraArlou, AND .THE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF
PARsurs, CHILDREN AND STAFF. THE Orrlcs WILL RELY ON RECOMMENDA-
TIONS raon Locac GOUNGILS, PROPRIETORS, AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC IN -
osnsa 'TO FORM SGUND AND. REALISTIC REGULATIONS, - . S -

Tue OFFICE WiILL ALSO SEE THAT 'ALL PRIVATE FAGILIT!ES ARE N~

y svscrso-nscg“;auv AND VILL PROVIDE GONSULTATION TO HELP -THEM MEET
asquuaensurs. IN ADDITION, ALL STATE KGENCIES AND INST|TUTIONS- -
senvunc cHlLDREN VlLL aeceuve rue snns scaurluv 8Y THE OFFICE, WHICH _
ls RESPONslBLE }oa Appaovruc rusn Auo~u5LP|uc THEM 'MEET 1 TS STAND-— -
—Anos., The RESPONSIB!LITY roa LlcENSING AND APPROVING Paocanns Is
NOT JUST A CHORE FOR THE OFFIGE roa CHILDREN, BUT RATHER AN IMPOR-
TANT CONTROL OVER rus QUALITY oF cHlLDREN'S CARE,

b

Bdﬁcsr REVIEw . -

R

“FoR THE FIRST Tuns, rus nounroaluc AND EVALUATING OF THE srnrs's
ssavucss FOR cHlLDREN ARE“UNDER ONE ROOF AND ou THE WAY TOWARD A
GOORDINATEO svsrsn. Foa THIS AaaAucensur TO BE EFFECTIVE, THE OF=-
rncs ‘FOR- CHILDREN Wit ava ou AND svsu BE DIREGTED BY THE DILI=
csucs _AND . suruuslAsn OF THE‘AREA*GOUNGILS. )

Tus OFFI1CE Is RESPONSIBLE FOR REVIEVING STATE BUDGETS THA: IN-

VOLVE cu;uonsu's ssnvucss, AND ron MAKING asconnsqurlous TO THE

SecaerAav oF HunAu SERVlcEs AND rue Goveanon. THis UILL IMVGIVE L__~

ANALYZING THE cnnun-as;utso PnocaAns or THE MENTAL HEALTH, YouTH -~ —

Ssnvucss, PusLlc Hzi’gu, Eouckrcou, AND PuaLlc _WELFARE DEPARTMENTS,

R EXAHINING tusn’lu TERNS oF QUALITY AND AVAILABILITY AND MAKING CON-
 CRETE asconnsuonruous{ro THE' Govsauon. e

: Tus OFFlcE HAS Accéss ro euocst AND PLANNING ‘INFORMATION OF
Y~DEPARTHENT AND UILL ,AKE THIS INFORnATUON AVAILABLE TO THE

_jysLL-lnronnso Puach, THE OFFICECAN : :

EFPEé VE ADVOGATE‘POR ADD'iTIONAL AND l'iPﬂOVED GHILDREN'S SER-
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WH¢T 1S THE PROJECT FOR CHILDREN?
’ ONE OF THE tnnsouare GOALS OF THE OFFICE FOR CHvLoneu IS 10
STIHULATE THE CREATION OF - LOGAL SUPPORTIVE SERVIOES FOR cHlLDREN
N tHHEDIATE oauc:n OF INSTITUTIONALIZATION. TOO MANY PARENTS '

) aav: essu FRUSTRATED WHEN A STATE AGENCY CANNOT PROVIDE SUPPLE-
nsuranv SERVICES FOR A" CHILD WITH COMPLEX PROBLEHS. Orreu ‘SUCH
PARENTS EVENTUALLY FACE THE DIFFICULT CHOICE BETWEEN SENDING THE

e ——

PR e
cnn.o TO0 A oTATE INSTITUTION OR KEEPING l-ll" AT HOME LU!TH NO SUP=~
PORTIVE SERVIGES AT ALLo, .

'“The Pnoaecr roa CHlLDREN IS AN ourcnowru or A cOOPERATIVE
fsrroar or rue vantous srareroepanrneurs THAT orrta CHILDREN'S
seavsces. ,JT UILL ATTEHPT TO FILL THE GAPs BETWEEN EXISTING
srare AGENGY PROGRAHS BY ALLOVING PRlVATE enoups TO DEVELOP
v LOGAL SERVICES. WHICH cau BEGIN 70 nenovs THE' NEED FOR INSTITU~
; Tsous. -Tuaoucu tue Paoaecr A Nuaseav SCHOOL - M1 GHT DEOIDE TO
. |uc;uoe enorloNALLv DISTURBED OR PHYSchLLY HAND.ICAPPED CH L=
oReu ev BRANGHING INTO. SPEGIALIZED OR INTEGRATED DAY CARE/SER=
' . .A PARENT“GROUP MIGHT oecloa TO ronn vu-none cOUNSELLI.u
. on EHE RGENCY - SERVOcEs T0 FAHILIES OF - nsranoso OR EMOTIONALLY DIS=
7UH€E0‘GHILDREN. ‘OTHER cnoups Nlcnr DEVELOP PROGRAMS FOR THE
PHYSIGALLY OR" HULT!-HANDIGAPPED, on FOR YOUTHFUL orrenosns.‘"
THs PROPOSALS OF cnoups wusuauc T0 BE FUNDED BY THE Pnoaecr
ron CulLDRENNGTI:TBE APPROVED av THE - LocaL couuchs, WHERE
Tugilsxlsr. COUNclLs wiLL BE PROVIDED TEGHNIGAL ASSISTANGE BY
“A TEAH cONSISTING OF AN OFFIGE FOR" CHILDREN REG1ONAL DIRECTOR
AND srarr on LOCAN FROM oruen DEPARTMENTS URTHIN Hunau SERVICES,
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WHAT brnea RespduslalLlfxes DOES .THE OFFICE FOR CH!LDREN HAVE9'

THE OFFICE WILL NOT DIRECTLY BE RUNNING cHlLDREN's SERVICE
PROGRANS, BUT VILL USE AVATLABLE FEDERAL-STATE FUNDS TO PURCHASE
SERVICES FROM PRIVATE Aceucles. THE OFFICE WILL BE PRIMARILY
aespousxeLE FOR ADVOCATING, STIMULATING,- AND COORDINATING THE
DEVELOPHENT AND OONTINUATBON OF ‘PROGRAMS THROUGHOUT THE Com= ’

MON\VEALTH.'

&

IN ORDER  TO ACCOMPLISH TH1S THE OFFICE WILL BE ACTIVE IN
4SEVERAL AREAS. FOR.EXAHPLE, I PLANS TO PROVIOE TECHNIGAL AS-
'slsrauce AND CONSULTATION FOR ANY PRIVATE GROUP OR PUBLIC AGEN-
.7 GY WISHING TO DEVELOP cnlLoneu's SERVICES. . IN ADOITION, THE
“OFFIcE WILL AGTIVELY PARTIGIPATE IN ORAFTING LEGISLATION, TES—
W‘TIE} BEFORE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES;” AND INFORM GROUPS AND INO IV~
IDUALS ON THE COUNGCILS OF PENDING BILLS SO THAT THEY MAY BECOME
s ADVOGATES THEMSELVES, ’ - -
i ;f" THE OFF IGE_ FOR CHILOREN HAS A SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY IN o
.1’_BEE£EE_IB_DAY CARE. UNDER THE LEGISLATION THAT GREATED 1T,
. THE OFFICE 1§ cnnnceo VITH DRAVING UP GUIDELINES FOR THE DE- , :
;VVELOPMENT OF DAY’ CARE. SERVIGES IN EVERY REGION OF THE STATE, .
“ANY 'STATE AGENCY WiSHING’ %G“EE;‘UP DAY CARE SERVICES MUST CON- A
FORM TO THESE GUTDELINES, WHICH WILL BE BASED ON PRIORITIES
. < AND' STANDARDS FORMULATED BY THE LOCAL COUNGILS. IN ADDITION,
'THE OFFicCE WILL" ADVOCATE THE DEVELOPMENT OF DAY GARE SERVICES
Tunoucnour~7ue STATE, lNcLUDING PROGRAHS WHICH ALSO SERVE CHIL-
~DREN WITH" SPECIAL'.NEEDS," VITH ACTIVE, LOCAL INPUT THIS POLILCY
SHOULD RESULT INA MORE COORD{NATED AND RESPONSIVE DEVELOPHENT ,
' OF DAY cARE W EVERY connunurv. : _ C

'WHAT SHOULD A PARENT oo IF A CHILD 1S NOT RECEIVING NEEDED SER=

" IDENTIFYING ALL THE
Foa THIS IT WILL DEPEND on THE DIL-

INDIVIDUALS, AND PUBLI.C AND PRIVATE
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" AGENCLES WHO MAKE CONTAGT WITH THENM.

N C 6.

AND SERVICE ﬁROVlDERS ARE URGEd T0 GONTAOT THEIR REGIONAL OF-

Y
FICE OF THE OFFlGE FOR CHlLDREN, VHIOH WTtL 8E OPERATING AN lN-
FORMAT.ION AND REFERRAL SERVIOE FOR OHILDREN IN THE REG!ON, iN
COMJUNCTION VITH THE. GEN RAL OFFOGE. : !
. -

' PARENTS, FOSTER PARENTS, - =
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