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‘ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the historical condltlons and .
- 3001o—p011tréa1 factors affecting the development of Jafpanese

language schools in Hawaii. It traces-.the development of these
schools from the time they were -established to prepare Japanese
chlldrenffor their eventual return to Japan through years of legal
~._ ‘battles and disfavor to the present, when the schools enjoy full :
2‘rlghts to teach Japanese b.t suffer from a lack of student enthusiasm
and motlvatlon because of American acculturation on the part of the
third and fourth generation Japanese-Amerlcan children. (VM)
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The paper I am going to present now is;a brief social history of the
Japanese language in Hawaii. This history is sociolinguistically interesting

. because it shows that in a multi-cultur'al and mylti’f—lingual country like
' the United States, the rise and fall of the Iangfjage of a minority ethnic .
group is very much determined by the soc10—poht1ca1 conditions-of the ’ S N

country. It also shows that the motlyahon of the chlldr'en of a minority
ethnic group to learn the language their parents or grandparents depends

. greatly on the same soc10-—poh§1ca1 conditions and their natidnal and .
cultural identity.

~

Betwee“\ 1885 whenﬁasswe Japanese lmmlgratlon began and 1924
when it was halted by the U.S. Government, about 150, 000 Japanese came
to Hawaii to worl</on its sugar plantations as contract farm laborers.
Two—thwds of /thom eventually returned to Japan, but thé rest stayed on
and. became founders of the Japanese community in.Hawaii. Today the
Japanese lmmlgrants and their offspring Japanese—Amemcans constitute
~ roughly 2 “third of the population of the State of Hawaii, that'is, about
' 230, 000

.'f - . T t-
v When Japanese immig'r'ants first came to Hawaii, it was still a
ngdom Almost all of these contract farm laborers did not entertain
- /'thé intention of permanently settling down in Hawaii. Théy were to return
‘to Japan as soon as they had saved a sufficient amount of money. In this
situation their main concern regarding their children was about how they
could bring them up as Japanese citizens while living abroad.
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The first Japanese School in Hawaii was built in 1894 and many others
were subsequently established. Since the purpose of these private schools
was to educate the children of the Japanese-simmigrants as Japanese citizens,
every effort was made to operate thesé. schools like those in Japan. Their
curriculum emphasized the teachlng of the Japanese language, Japanese
history. Japanese geogr'aphy, and moral. The textbooks were the same as
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those used in Japan and the same holidays were observed. The children

.. were taught to sing the Japanese national anthem.

In 1898 Hawaii became aU.S. Terr itory and the Japanese community
encountered the first of -the many problems to corne later with regard to
the education of their children. Th1s was the problem of dual citizenship.
Every child born of Japar.zse lmmlgr'ant parents acqu1r'ed Japanese '
citizenship as required oy the Japanese taw. The under‘lymg assumption was
that all Japanese abroad and their foreign-born chlldren were to return to
Japan eventually.- Under the U.S. law every persor born in the United States
and its territories acquires U.S. citizenship automatically. And thus,
since the annexation of Hawaii to the United States, the children Of the
Japanese immigrants acquired two citizenshi PSs, American and Japanese, as
soon as they were born. They were Japanese-Amemcans from the Amenrican
stund but they weré American-Japanese from the Japanese. stand. As-a
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—matter of- fact, @ new- Japanese term-was coined: to iabel these American-
Japanese. The term was nisei, mmeaning second generation. Thic term has
since then become an English word to refer to the children of Japanese
immigrants, that is, Japanesé~Americans. -

1+ The dual citizenshi p of the Japanese-Americans complicated the
nature and way of their formal education. What developed as a result
was a dual-educational system. The Japanése-Americans.as U.S.
citizens were required to attend regular public scheools where the-medium
.of instruction was, of course, English. Then, in the afternoon after
school, they were forced by their parents to attend private Japanese
:schools to learn things Japanese. Thesé Japanese-Americans were caught

between the efrc ~t of the pubhc schools to- Americanize them and the effort
of the Japanese schools to Japamze them.
¥

It is understandable that Hawaii, as a new territory of the United States ’
took the task of Americanization very ‘seriously, and the.Japanese schools
_came under attack. The pohtlcal pr'essure to put thé-Japanese-schools out
of existence kept building up 'until it climaxed: during and 1mmed1ately after

"World War I. The Americanization rmotto of the time was "one Jlanguage
‘under one flag. "

In order to comply with this Americanization movement, the Japanese
schools changed their-goals and: cu:‘;-r"iculum'dr'astic':ally They now became
_Japanese language schools and sto;/){)ed teaching Japanese history and
geography. ‘They began editing textbooks locally. In K 9‘19 these Japanese
language schools got together and"made the followmgffr‘esolutmn (Ozawa,

1972, p. 92) to announce their mtentlon publicly:
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"We, the representatives of the teachers and principals
of the Japanese Language Schools, institutidns:and educational
homes under the control of the Japanese Educational Association
of Hawaii solemnly-declare that we have been bringing up the
Japanese boys and girls in the Territory of Hawaii in accordance
with the true ideals and principles of the United States of America.

"We, the ’representatives of the Japanese institutiou:us in the
Ter‘r'ltor'y of Hawaii hereby resolvé to seek betterment of the

‘educational system of the language schools, institutions and
educational homes in ‘Hawau.

"Fur‘ther,,_we resolve-to the-best of oU‘ﬁ ability with the
movement of the Americanization of the:boys and girls ncw on
fozot, in order that the true -aim of the movement may be attained.”

" The Japanése Educational Association of Hawaii.
March 11, 1919, Honolulu, T. H.

»

»

Ti'\e Japanese language schools tried to convince the Erritorial
Government that their new purpose was to teach the: Japanese language
to Japanese-Americans so that they could commumcate w1th their
lmmlgr'ant parents, who were not allowed to become U.S; citizéns

then, and so-that they could become good-will ambassadors between the
United. States ‘and Japan. ,’

All thése efforts by the Japanese language, schoo/s did not _satisfy the

‘.Hawau Ter‘r‘ltomal Government. Several laws were passed in 1920's to

contr‘ol xfor'elgn language 'schools in Hawaii. Ih;essence, these language
school c:ontr‘ol laws required that (1) foreign languages be taught only after
the thlrd grade, (2) ail foreign language textbooks be -approved by the
Te.l:l;‘{tohal Department of Education, (3) all for‘e1gn ‘language teachers be
cer'ttﬁ.ed by the Department of Education, and (4) one dollar per pupil &
semester‘ be paid by foreign language schools to the Territorial Government
(see Japanese Educational Association of Hawaii, 1937)

. |

FO F-'or' all practlcal _purposes, to .obey these control laws meant for the

_ Japanese language schools to close their buisiness, especially because

there was httle hope that many of their Japanese-speaking teachers could

~pass- the cer*t1fymg examination: THus, thesé schools took the issué,

finally,gto the M. S. Supreme Cotirt. In 1927 the Supreme Court passed
the unanimous decision that the Hawaii language control laws were
unconstltutlonal As.a result, the Japanese language schools in Hawaii,

© that onc:e seemed destined to-die-out, began prospering. In 1939, just
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before the outbreak of World War II, the number of the Japanese language
schools in Hawaii r‘eached 194 and thelr' pupils numbered about 38,000.
According to one sur'vey; (Smith, 1939), the Japanese—Amer'lcan.» of

‘this period still learned Japanese as their first language at home and
. English as their second language in public schools, and about 50% of -

their convérsation was carried on in Japanese even in public high schools
It may be additionally reported here that many parents sent their
Japanese-American children—--about 2,000 in 1940--to Japan for hlgh
school and higher education (Okahara, 1964).
Then came the most crucial trial of all for the Japanese—-Amiericans.

. "As soon as World War II broke out, martial law was declared in Hawaii,
and_on the second day of the war the leaders. of the Japanese language |
scl%ols and the Japanese commumt:y were-arrested as enemy aliens and
‘sent-to the so-called. rélocation camps The Japanesé language schools
were shut down and thé state-wide "speak American” campaign bégan, '
Ammediately. The Japanese-Americans not only tried to speak Engllsh )

only while their parents spoke Japanese in whispers, but also volunteéred

to serve in the U.S. army. We have heard much about the brilliant
‘records of the 442nd and 100th battalions that consisted, of Japanese-Americans.
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When the war was over, the problem of double identity of the

-Japanese—-Americans was solved greatly. Many of them deno(inced”theii"
Japanese citizenship. The war-time "speak Arre rican” movement almost
became a habit among the Japanese—Amemcans and they began raising
their childrén in English. Their immigrant- parents abandoned the thought -

..of returning to Japan, and, for the first time, the Japariese! 'commumty
was permanently settled in Hawaii-both physically and psychologically.
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In 1959 when Hawaii became the 50th State of the Union, every
foreign language control law was abolished. Prior to this; in-1952, the
- ‘Walter-MECarron Act was passed and every Japanese immigrant now
- could apply for U.S. citizenship. Today, in:Honolulu alone, there are
-two_ Japanese language radio stations, one Japanese language television
station, two daily Japanese language newspapers, and four bookstores
. that -speécialize. in Japanese books and magazines. The members of the
.- Japancse commum"y are free to-be as' much Ameérican or Jdpanese as they
wish to be, at teast, from the language point of view. One may say that
the: Japanese community in Hawau "has never had it so good."
4 .o )

But it is ironic tnat the Japanese community may never have it so
good again in the future. . The identity of Japanese--Amer'lcans in Hawaii
-is now unmistakably American (Kumda, 1972), .and to young
Japanese-Afericans, i.e., sansei and yonsei=~the third and fourth
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generation Japanese-Americans, learning Japanese is like learning \

' " French or Russian." In terms of language they are acculturated in
American culture. ) : '

In 1 948, many of the Japanese language schools were reopened
: but there no longer'was the enthusiasm of the {p e-war years, Today
T ) there are-82 Japanese language schools and only out 9,000 pupils--
about one-fourth of the pre-war figure—are enroll in them. The
teachers are constantly complaining that parents are‘sending their
children to the Japanese language schools justf to keepiﬂ‘im off the
X street (Hawaii Hochi, 19869). Itis.ironic that the Japanése community
: .-as a v‘\'/h'qle‘fought so hard for the right to teach Japanese tx
- Japanese-Americans and now that that right is not questioned\by anybody, -
1t is found dlfﬂcult to motivate them to learn it.

RN

To conclude this paper; 3 I want to say 51mp1y that it will be i terestmg
to watch the fate of the Japanese language sd'\*ools in Hawau in the future.
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