CHAPTER V

NEws AND PuBLIC >mm>me PROGRAMMING

From April 23 to April 29, 1972 public television broad-
casters provided 2,876 news or public affairs programs to their
viewers for a total of 1,958 hours. This amounted fo 13.1 hours
ver broadcaster, 19.2% of all air time. One thousand, one hundred
and forty-six hours of news/public affairs were broadcast during
the evening on weekdays. These hours accounted for 58.5% of all
news/public affairs hours and 47% of all weekday evening pro-
gramming on public television. (See figure V.1l.) It should be
noted, however, that the week in question was right in the middle
of presidential primary campaigns in an election year. The pro-
portion of news coverage may have been abnormally high, .

Two different descriptive variables were applied to the con-
tent of news/public affairs programs. Respondents were asked to
identily the format or nature of the programs and the scope of
coverage. Thus, Figure V.2 indicates that when all news/public
affairs programs are considered, 7.8% of the hours broadcast were
news reports, 1l.5% were documentary programs, 27.1% were news
analysis, 12.3% were single topic news reports, and 41.2% were
wm the nebulous region of "Other" public affairs programming.

The percentages reported in Figure V.2 rerxraseut proportions
of hours within news/public affairs programming. Naturally, the
proportion of total broadcast hours is lower for each subcategory.
Table V.l indicates, for example, that news analysis represented

Single topic - news reports and documentar.es each amounted to about
an hour and thirty-seven minutes of air time per broadcaster,
roughly 2.3% of the broadcast week. News reporting took 1.5% of
total hours broadcast, an ave:sge of just over an hour per week.

The other variable applied to news/public affairs programs is
detailed in Figure V.3 and Table V.l. Respondents indicated that
39.6% of the hours of this kind of programming were devoted to

national material, 5.6% were devoted to international material,
and 28.3% were devoted to some combination of national and
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FIGURE VI,5
GENERAL AUDIENCE PROGRAMMING BY BROADCASTER Tvrpe*
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3.55 hours per broadcaster - 5.2% of average air time for the week.
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FIGURE V.1

News/PuBLic AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING BY DAY PART

[Figures in brackets indicate news/public affairs broadcast hours]
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Once again, analysis by population category provided no clear
interpretation of the data.

General audience programming hours included 22.5% repeated
material from the prior week. BAbout 32.5% of the general audience
programs originally broadcast were repeated later in the week. Color
broadcasts represented 70.4% m‘ﬁwm woch of mmbmﬂmw mcaprbom pro-
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FIGURE V.2

News/PuBLic AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING BY FORMAT
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FIGURE V.3

News/PuBLIiC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING BY ScorE
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reflect the limited school day. If "Sesame Street" was broadcast
during the period, an hour was lost for other instructional pro-

grams.

Perhaps the growing use of instructional television distribu-
tion centers (up from 35.8% to 40.8% of all instructional hours) is
~indicative of a more important trend in instructional TV. Since
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international coverage. The total comes to 73.5%
public affairs air time devoted to national or int.
issues. Local and regional issues occupied 24.8%
devoted to news or public affairs (4.3% of total a

TABLE V.1

News/PuBLIiC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING BY FORMAT
ScoPE AS PERCENT oF ToTAL BroaDcAsT Hour

Percent Hours Perce
Format of per Scope of
Total Broadcaster Tots
News Reporting 1.5% 1.03 Local 3.(
News Analysis 5.2% 3.56 Regional 1.:
Single Topic National 6.¢
News Report 2.3% 1.62 National/
Documentary 2.2% 1.51 Internat'l S.
Other P.A. 7.9% 5.42 Internat'l 1.(
other/ 2.1
No Answer
Total 19.2% 13.1 Total 19.

It might seem that the PTV system was heavily
national and international issues. To some extent
true - and of course this was a hot national polit:
However, it should be noted that broadcasters prese
audience with 311 hours of local and regional news,
programs during one week, an average of over two he
caster. These were not the same types of programs
sented as local news by commnw@rcial stations ~ fires
weather, and sports - rather, they tended to be do
discussions, verbatim coverage, and in-depth report
local political and social significance.
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that were taped and then played at the discretion
caster. Thus, 33.6% of all hours were transmitted
nection, far less than the 49.8% of all hours prov
interconnected lines. The key is that 44.4% Pp al
inally provided by PBS interconnection was HgDN de
casters and aired at their convenience. =8|



SUMMARY STATISTICS ON TYPES.OF PROGRAMMING
Total hours broadcast -by-149 broadcasters: 10,202

Percent of Wesk Hrs. per Broa@caster—r
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