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The reading interests of students has always been of partioular concern to
school libreriens, This particular research project focuses on the reading
Intorests of Junior high school students, specifically the students at
Harletta Junior Hich School in Marietta, Georglas Same of the questions that
this project will seek to answer are the followings

1, Is there a difference between the roading interests of sixth graders,
seventh graders and eighth graders?

s 2+ Do reading interests of junior high boys differ from those of Junior
high girls?

3e Do reading interests of junior high white students differ from those
of junlor high black students?

lis Is there a difference in the reading interests of A-B students,

C-D students, and E students (above average, average, and bolow
average students)?

Se ‘hat are same of the factors that influence Junior high school
students to read?

6e ¥hat do junior hiph students want to read about most?
7. What do Junior hich students 1ike to read about most?

86 How much time do Junior high students spend in reading for class
ascsigments and reading for personal enjoyment?

9e that are some of the favorite titles and authors of junior high
students?

The reason for this study is to help determine the types of books that
Junior hich school. students road, Specific titles of books will be listed, but
we wlll bo concerned more with the contents of books, We hope that this study
will help librarians in the selection of books that satisfy the needs of

studonts and contribute to the educational growth and personal develomuent
of Jurlor high school students,

. A survey of the literature concerning the reading interests of students
covers the period fram 1930 to thy presente The studies rangs from short
perlods of time to long periods of time, from limited generalisability to
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extensive application, and from around grads five to grade twelve, with most
studies being made in the grade six to nine range, In the area of reading
intorests of atuden‘ts, Colbum (1930) and Rankin (1944) established such basie
themes as adventure, mystery, Tomance, sports and animal stories, a')d sclence |
ard invention stories as being popular with studonts, Witty (1961), Vaughan |
(1963), King (1967), and Jungeblut (1965) reitorate these bagic thames in
thoir studies, with science fiction appearing more often as a favorite subject
of stories, Later studies by lapides (1971) and Wilson (1971) indicate a ]
gro'gr‘d.t of inte;est in books dealing with contenporary life: dwug addiction,
crime, Vietnam, Negro prohlems, In the area of reading interests of boys and
girls, Colburn (1930) and Ranicin (1941), through Norvell (1950) to Vaughan (1963)
and Plerim (1968), seem to have arrived at the same opinion that girls read
more than boys and that the reading interests of boys and girls differ
significantly, Intelligence as a factor in reading interest was studied by
Rar'ein (1944), Pllgrim (1968) and King (1967) who arrived at sinilsr conolue
sions: the slow and the bricht students have similay readtng interests,
t differ only in quantity and rate of reading, However, Norvell (1950)
indicated in hiss tudy that there 1s a docided difference in the reading intere
ests of ‘brisht and slow children, Studies of factors that influence etudanta
% read, made by Witty (1961), Jones (1965), King (1967) and Pllgrin (1968),
revealed that television, radio and movies rated high among students, As fay
as lisy 3 of favorite titles and authors 1s converned, studies made _by Rankin
(19..4). Colburn (1930), Norvell (1950), Moses (1962), Leng (1968). Wilson (1970)
Lapides (1971) indicate a basic change in particular titles, with a few

classic authors, such as Twain, Alcott, Dickens, and Stevenson, appearing
on most lists,

It scems that vhat 45 currently popular makes the reading lists
of students, Of this, Lapides says, “The free reading of students reflects
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that of the society of which they are a part,"l Ildttls has been done
surveying the reading interests of black students or the influence of favorite
school eubjects on reading interests, The goneral conclusion arrived at from
this survey of the literatuwre indicates that basic interests and differences
remain about the same, vhile individual titles and authors vary with the
timeo,

The results of this study may serve the following purposest

le Ald 1ibrarians in book selection,

2+ Help in the preparation of reading lists,

3e Doternine types of stories and characteristios of stories that
interest junior high school studonts,

)ie Furnich teachers with information on subjects (topics) that
currently are of interest to Junior high students,

Yany chjectives could be set concerning this project, out the following
vill apply directly to this studys

‘ .
| 1o To deternine the roading interests of sixth graders, seventh graders,
i and eiphth graders,

2¢ To determine the rcading interests of Junior high boys and girls,

3e To dotorming the reading intorests of Junior high vhite ani black
students,e

e To deternine the roading interests of above average, averags, and
bolov average studonts,

Se To doternine whut Luflusnces Junior high students to read,

6e To dotermine if there 1s a relationship between the favorite school
subjects of junior high students and their reading interests,

Data for the fifth objective will bo made according to grade levels, sex, race,
and grade averape, Dosides the above objectives, the following w11l also
constitute a part of this studys

rLinda Lepidese "A Decade of teon~age reading in Baltimore, 1960=1970.*
Top of the News, April, 19 T, pe 285,
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1. To dotermine the amount of time spent by Junlor high students
reading for class assipments and reading for Pleasure,

Ze To determine junlor high studonts' preference of the sex of
characters in books,

3e To tabulate the preferences of jun‘or high etudents concerning the
characteristics of books that appeal to them,

e To dotormine which of the following topics Junior high students vant
%o read about the mostr ecrime, druz addiction, sexy stories, broken
homes, early marriages, stories about Negroos, Vietnam, sports,

Se To deternine which of the following factors help junior high students
decido to reads interest in the subject, 1iked other books by the same
author, recommondation by another porsone

6e To determine vhat junior high students like to read about,

7¢ To obtain a 1ist of titlos and authors of books thzi aye currently
of intcrest to Junior hich students,

In this study, jJunior hipgh school studcnts refers to students in grades
six, seven, and oichts A-B students refors to students with a scholastio
everage between 85 and 1005 C-D students, between 60 and 853 and E students,
bolow 60, Reading interests rofors to types of stories and books that
appecl to Junior high school students,

The target population for this study is the 1300 students at Marietta
Junior High School, 1ith approximately the tollow:.ng_ percentagess S0% boys,
507 girlss 7075 vhite, 30% blacks 40-60 A=B students, 30=50% C~D students,
10~15% E studentse The variation in percontages for grade average is due to
the chenpos in averages fram quarter to quartor, and to the difficulty for
studonts to determine the specific group in vhich their grades fit,

The sample consists of £ifty studonts fram each grade level, The sample

responses wore determined as followss

Sixth prades Two classes wore randomly selected, each with approximately
twenty=five to thirty studcnts, From all the responses, fifty were selected




=l

40 03%ablish representativeness of the group for sex, race, and grads average,
This is a type of stratified sampling,
Seventh and eichth pradess In each grade level, there was a selection

of ¢lass "blocks" ihich had a reprosentative grouping of students by sex, race,
and grade averare, Then there was a random selection of one of these "blocks"
for sach grade lavel, Finally, from approximately sixty responses from each
erado lovel there was a solection of fifty responses to further establish
representativeness of the groups,

Al*hough variables as such do not apply to this type of survey, yet the
folloving can arbitrarily ba establisheds the dependent wariables are the
factors huing surveyed for, such as reading interests, time spent reading for
assigments and enjoyment, vhat students want to read about, what helps them
decide to read, etce The independent variables are grade level, sex, race,
and prade averages —

To determine the reading interests and other information, a questiomaire
wes adninistered to the sxwple, Some ideas for this questionnaire were talan
from one used in a survey by Martin (1963), A copy of this questionnaire
aproars on pe 30=324 The validity and relimbility of the questionnaire
were established mainly by two pilot studies, each involving the administration
of the quwstionnaire to three students fram each grade level, Further testing
of the auestionniire was effected hv the judpmont of two teachers from each
grado level, and the sugpestions of two instructors at tho University of
Georrla serving as advisors for this projecte

The first step in the procedure: for this survey was to0 obtain pemmissior.
from school authorities to conduct the survey, Then the grades were selected
a3 the sample population, trying to keep the same representativeness in the
samnls vopulation as the percentages in the target population, The two pilot
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studles were then made and any revision of the questionnaire attended to, The
questionnalrs was then given to the classes selectede The researcher adninise
tered all questionnaires, with teacher assistance, and gave all directions needed,
Lit2e erplanation was given concerning definitions of any termsy little was
asked by students. Ths researcher and toachar cireulated around the classroom
to be sure mumbers were mut for preferonces, not merely checkse In a few
casesy with E students, oral questioning and help were given to complete the
questionnaire properly. In this type of procedure, 1007 response was anticle
pated and obiainod, The information was then keypnchad on punch cavrds,
Numbers on the questionnaire indicate "fields" on the card for various items
of Information, The cards were then fed into an IBM 709l cauputer to produce

printecuts of desired information, The print-outs included the followings
1, Reading interests ofs

ag boys £) all black students
b) girls g) all vhito students
¢) 6th graders h) A<D students

d.; 7th graders 1) C-D students

o) 8th graders J) E studonts

2 "hat Junior high students want to read abouts
= game categories as # 1,

3e Favorite school subjects of junior high studentse
= only by grade levolse

e Timo spent reading for class assipmmentss
~ samo categorios as # 1,

fe Time spent rcading for personal enjoyments
- gamo as # 1, '

6e Choice of sex of characters in bookss
= samo as # 1.

Te Characterlstics of books liked by studentss
= same as # 1.

8¢ Yhat makes students want to reads
= samo as #f 1

9 'hat helps students decide to reads
= sams as # 1,
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Listing of favorite titles and authors was done manrally, since there was

such a variation 4n choices, Data on the nunched cards were run on the BMD

(Biomedical) Program on the IWI 7094, vhich produced about 15,000 lines of

Print-oute Relevant data were then collated and adjusted for interpretation,

A flouchart of these procedures can be found on Pe 28=29, ;
Since the BD prorsrom used for thie survey also produced information not |

perticulerly relevant to this study, it was necessary to select ths pertinent j

data, tronsfor the data to a prepared form and then tabulate the results in J

a momer suitable for the framework of this survey, In all cases vhere

preferences or choices vere made, a weighted fom was used to help decide the

£im) order of proforence, The velights used werc as followss

lthod ¥ Mothod IT Mothod IIT
1st choice - § 1st choice « 3 1st choice = 2
2nd choice = 2nd choicc » 2 2nd choice =~ )
3rd choice = 3 3rd choice » 1
it cholco - 2

5t choico - 1

Mothod I was used for Table G Kinds of books Junior high school studonts
liko to roade

Mothod XTI was used for tho Tolioving tcobless
Table E: that Junior high studonts want to read about, -
Tahlo Gs Characto:istics of stories liked by junior high studente,
Table It Yhat Junior high students like to read about,

Yathod IIT was used for Table Js YFavorite subjects,
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A1l tables indicate order of preferencea. Far Tables 0, E, 0, I, and
J, mmbers following each factor indicate the welghted count for that Jactor,
A1l other tables indicate the mmher of studento solecting the particular
factore If total rnmbers for axyr particnler response do not add wy to the
mmbor in Table AA, it is dus to tho fact that sme etidents did not ansvey
that particulsr question, Table AA indleates the mmber of recporces by
grade, sox, race, and grade average, .

TABLE AA

Responses to aquestionmaire

o | 1w | ow Totals
Poys 25 23 26 0
Girls 25 27 - 76

hite 33 37 36
Black 17 13 U,

C~D 3 12 18

106

Ly

A-3 . k) 34 27 92
u3

5 ]

=
(o)}
&




Time apent readin: for class asaipmenta

TABLE A

6 o 8w Boye Oizls
0=1 hrs (20 O=l hrs (18) 1-2 hrs (19) || 1=2 hrs (24) 0=l hrs (28
1-2 hrs (13 1=2 hrs (15) 3=5 hrs (15) || 0=l hrs (23) 1~2 hrs (23
3<5 hrs (13 3=5 hrs (15) Ol hro (13) || 3-5 hrs (21) 35 hrs (22
6=10 hrsé L) C=10hrs( 1) 6-10 hwrs( 2) || 6=20 nxel })) G-10 hrs 3
10+hrs (0) 0+hrs (1) 20+hrs (1) |{10¢ hes (0) 10+ hrs ( 2
ihito Black A-B €D E -
1=2 hrs (37) 0=l hrs (23) [|1=2 hrs (30) O« hrs (18) 0=l hrs 57
3=5 hrs (33 1-2 hrs (10 3=5 hrs (28 1.2 hrs (13 1-2 hra (4
0=1 hrs (20 3=5 hrs (10) || 0=1 hrs (26) 3«5 hrs (13) 3-S5 Hrs 52
6~10 hrs( 7) 10+ hrs ( 1) || 6=10 hrs 6; 6=10 hrs( 0) 610 hrs(1 |
0+hrs (1) 6-10hrs( 0) ||20+hrs ( 2) 10+ hrs ( 0) 10+ hro (o)
TADIE B
Time spent reading for enjoyment.
6t Ith 8th Oirls
1-2 hvs (25 12 hrs (13) 0=l hrs (1)) || O=l hrs (2 1~2 hrs (21,
0=1 hrs (13 0=l hrs (13) 1=2 hirs (12) |12~2 hrs (19) 35 urs (21
3«5 hrs (12 3-5 hrs (10)  3<5 hrs (10) || 3-5 hrs (11) 0«1 hrs (15
W+ hrs ( 6 6=10 hrs( 9) 10+ hrs 8; 6=10 hrs 9; 10+ hrs (11
6=20 hrs( 4) 10+ hrs (5) 610 hra( 6) ||20+ hes ¢ 8) 610 hrs(10
Thite Black | AB C-D E
1«2 hrs (33 0-1 hrs (20) || 1=2 hrs (26) O=l hrs (17) Oel hrs (7
3«3 hrs (22 3«5 hrs (10 3«5 hrs (19 1-2 hrs (12 3«5 hrs (3
0= urg (20 1-2 hrs ( 7) || 20+ hrs 2% 35 hrs (10) 1=2 nrs (2
6=10 hrs(16) 10+ hrs ( ) || O=l hrs (16) 6«10 hre( }) 10+ hrs (2
20+ hrs (15) 610 hrs( 3) | 6«10 hrs(15) 20+ hrs (1) 6«10 Hra(O
Conclusionss

1, Tables A and B indicate that junior high school students spend more

timo reading for enjoyment than thoy do reading for class
assigmonts,

2e There 1s little difference in the time spent reading (for class assigne
nents or Zor enjoyment) botucen sixth, seventh, and eichth graders,
although eighth graders are inclined to read more, Oirls tond to read
more than boys, whitos moro than blacks, and the above average and
average students more than the below average and average students,

3e For all jundor high school students, the averege per stulent is about
tiro hours per weck reading for class assigments, and a little more
than three hours per weck icading for personal enjoyment.,
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TABLE C
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Kinds of books Junior hirh students like to read

6th Tth 8th
IIyst/De‘b 138 lyst/Det 151 Myst/Det L6
Lrwor 125 Adventure 116 Adventure 107
Romance 11 Hunor 103 Uporis 101
Sports o2 Sports 80 Ranance 9%
Adventure 79 Rouar Humoyr oK)
Animnl 5, 61 Biow > Biography 70
Biogrephy 56 Animol 54 59 Sei Fic 50
Sc¢i Fie 50 Sel Fic 53 Animal 8 50
Westorn h2 Western 25 Western 29
Boyy Oirls White Black
Sports 205 Iyct/Det 267 || Tiyst/Det 305 Tyst/Det 130
Yot/Det 17 Ramance 215 || Huor 263 Sports 10l
Adventure 171 lumor 187 || Adwonture 229 Romance 9%
humor 134 Adventure 149 Romance 170 Advontwre 82
Blography 96 Biography 103 || Sports 168 Blogrephy 82
Sci Fie 9. Aninal S, 085 || Animal S, 12 Humor 63
Animzl S 83 ¢l Fic 77 Biography 135 Seci fic L8
Romance 67 Sports 67 Sci Fic 120 Animl S8 Lk
Vos tern 6L Vestern 6L || Vestern 67 Yestern 29
A-D oD E
izst/Det 269 fyst/Det 223 Sports )
Humor 231 Adventure 99 Myst/Des 39
Agverture 1089 Sports 87 Adventure 30
Romnnce 186 Humor 86 Romance 23
Sportc 139 Romance (3 Humor 19
Biogrophy 117 Bilography 65 Animal 8, 18
Sci Fic 108 Sci Ic L9 Diography 17
Animal S4 99 Animal S, L9 Scl Fio n
Uestern 40 Uestern L0 Western 8
SUMTIARY
Myutery/De tective 1742
Humorous 1309
Adventure 1256
Ronanco 113
Sports 1089
Biography 816
Aninn) siories 680
Science fiction 665
Wousteins 376




- Conclusions « Table Cs

1. As indicated by Table C, mystovysdotective stories uve most
popular in all grades,

2¢ Boys and slover studonts prefer sports stories, with mysteryw
dotective stories ruming close behind,

3e Mlumorous stories, advonture, and' remance and love storics

rank in the first five favoriteg, after mystery-dstective
storlcs,e

he “'esterms show a tenacity {or lsast favorite, and science

, fiction stories proved to bo surprisingly low in the
| ratings,

5e "hite and black students show no great differences in thedm
reading prefercnces, uith nystery, adventure, ramance, and
sports listed in the first fve cholcas,
6e Murses and muwsing storlos, not listed in any of the choices,
might be of significant interest to girlse, A check of the
doily checkout cards indicates this area as being of intorest
%o nany Junior high school girls,
Te ore conclusions ropurding this table are found in the
Overall Conclusions on page 23¢
It secms, then, that. a current favorite story would have a basig
mystery and detective plot, uith plenty of t.dventure, sama romance,
perhaps a bit of humor for comle roliof of tenvlon, with the hero

(or heroine) being associated 1rith same sporting activity, such as

autauobile or motorcycle racing, or ore of the moxe conservative

sports like swimaing, tonnis or footbeall,
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TABLE D

Yhat influences Jumior hirh students to read

oth Ith 8th Boys Oirls
liappzines 18  lbvies 17 lacozines 16 || TV movies 22 lapazines 22
IV programs 15 TV movies 16 lovies 11 || Mopgazinee 21 Movics 19
TV movies 5 lhpazines 9 TV movies 10 || TV programs 15 1V movies 19
Radio prog 1 TV programs ); 1TV progr 10 (| Movies 10 TV prog 17
lovies 1 BRacdloprog 0 Radio prog 2 || Radio prog 2 Radio prog 1
¥alto Black A=B oD E
lagezines 32 TV prog ) lagazines 29 TV prog 3 TWpog 6
IV movies 27 TVmovies 1 || TV movies 25 lMagazines 12 T movies §
Hovies 26 lagozines 11 ||Movics 2 TVmovies 10 Magazines 2
TV prog 18  Movies 3{|TVprog 13 1IMovies 5 lovies 0
Radlo prog 1 Radio prog 2 |{Radio prog 0 Radio prog 3 Radio pro O

e = —— e T -

SUMIARY

Mapazinos 172

T movies 154

TV programs 129

Movies 106

Radio programs 12

This question mipht have been nisleading, since 1t did not indicate
wother the factor of magazines influenced the students to read books

or to read mapgazines, We will asswe it was understood to yefer to
roadirg books,

Conclusions « Table D3

1. lagazines seem to have the greatest influence on Junior hich students
in encouraging them to read,

2e Tolevision movies and television programs also exert a definite
influonce in reading incentive, although the actual mamney of
notivation vms not surveyode

3e Movics and television movies also have a considerable offect on
reading motivation in the seventh am eighth grades, but not so in
the sixth prade, Porhaps parontal regulations regarding television

and movies have a bearing on this,
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ZABLE ¥
Yhat Junior hish students want to Yead about
Sth Jth Sth
Sexy s torles 58 Sports 62 Drugs 69
Drugs U7 Sexy stories 61 Sexy stories 63
. Sports 46 Crime W Crime 48
Barly marriages L) Drugs k3 Sparts Lo
Crimo l) Early marriages 27 Early marriages 26
Neproes 31 Neproes 24 Vietnam 23
Broken homes 30 Victnom 23 Broken homes 16
Vietnom - 5 Broken hames 21 legroes 15
Boys Girls thite Black
Sports 113 Drugs 109 || Soxy stortes 135 Negroes . &)
Sexy storles 108 Early marriages 75 Drugs 115 Sexy sbories L7
Crine 69 Scxy stories Th {{ Crimo 113 Drugs L
Drugs 50 Crime 6L || Sports 110 Sports 38
Nogroes 35 Droken homes 59 ||Early marriages 71 Early marriage26
Viotnom 31 lNegrocs 3A ||Brolzon homas 52 Crime 20
Early morriages 22 Sports 35 || Vietnam 37 Vietnam 1,
Broken homes 8 Vietnom 20 ||HMeproos 3 Brolkon homes 11
A-B ey E '
Sexy stories 16 Scxy stories S7 Sports 21
Druge 99 Drugs 53 Crime 12
Sports 87 Sports L0 Drugs 1
Crine 86 Crime 35 Nogroes n
Larly marriages 71 Negroes 34 Sexy stories 9
Broken homes ks Viotnm 19 Early marriages 8
Viotnam 27 Early marriapes 18 Vietnam 7
Nogroes 23 Droken hames 1 Brokon hames 5
sunnny
Sexy stories 728
Drugs 6,0
Sports 592
Crime 532
Early marriapes 308
Nogroes 276
Broken hames 246
Vietnam 206
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This rection shows the greatest variations between groups, with the exception

of grade level, The term soxy stories was not explained to any of the groups

answering the question and no students asked for any explanation,

Conclusions « Table E:

1.

2.

3.

ke

Sixth, seventh and eighth graders selected sexy stories, drug
addiction, sports and crime among the first five, The first choices

varied for each of the grades, but the difference between the first
and second choices was generally small,

A large variatlion existed in the preferences of boys and girls,
Boys raturally are more interested in sports than are girls vwho

rated sports storles qulte low, but rated drugs and drug addiction
as thelr first choice,

The difference in first choices of white and black students was
expected, with thite stulents showing 1ittle interest in stories
about Negroes, while black students rated stories about Negroes
firaste Houwever, both white and black students gemorally agree on

their interests in sexy stories, drug addiction, crime, and sports
storles,

The above average and average students agree right down the line
up to the fifth cheice in their interests, while the slower
students agree generally with them, but rate sexy stories fifth
and show a predominant interest in sports stories,

A Baltimore reporter wrote, in 1970, "This Year, you've got to be

young, or in love, or black, to appeal to teenagers."2 We might, by

implicotion, assume that being young and in love applies to interest in

sexy storles, in the drug scene, and in eporting activities, If this

assunption is correct, then the Baltimore reporter's statement would also
apply now, to junior high school students,

-i—Lapides. op cito’ Pe 290,
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TABLE F

What helps Junior hiph students decide to read

Sth Ith 8th Boys Oirls
Interest in | Interest in Interest in Interest in Interest in
subject 22 subject 28 subjcet 31 |{subject k7 subject )

Recom, by Know Recom, by Recome by " Recome by
another 13 author 11 another 10 {|another 13 another )9
Know Racome by Know Know Know

- author 8 another 9 author 8 |{author 11 author 16
White Blacl A-B C~D B

Interest in Interest in Interest in ?r;t:emat in , Inuroat in
subjoct 59 'subject 28 || subject 52 subject 2k subject n

Know :Recom. by Recom, by Recome by " Know
author 22 !another 11 || anothor 22 another 10 author b §
Recom, by Know Know . Know Recom, by
another 21, !|author 5 ||zuthor 15 ' author 10 another 0
SUMMARY
. Interest in subject 348
Recommendation by another 128
Read books by same author 10
ppe——

Conclusions = Table Fi

1. From the data in this table, it is easy to see that junior high

students read principally because of their interest in a particular
subject, which 18 an expected reaction,

2+ Recormendation by another person may be dus to peer influsnce, teacher
influence or librarian influonce, This could be an area where teachers
and librarians can be more active amd influential in reading guidance,

i 3e Reading other books by popular authors does not show up as a strong
influence in helping junior high students decide to read, yet
personal experience and observation as a Junior high school 1ibrarian

indicate that this factor is more important than it appears on this
surveys
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TABLE G

Characteristics of storiss

6th Ith 8th
Love 56 Scary incide 49 Excitement 67
Scary incid 53 Suspense u3 Suspense L9
Excitement 53 Action 37 Action Ll
Surprise 51 Humor 3k Love L1
Action 32 Excitement 3l Humor 29
Humor 28 Love 30 Surprise 29
Ridiculous 19 Surprise 23 Scary incid 29
Suspense 8 Ridiculous 17 Ridiculous 17
Boys Girls White Black
Lzcitement 88 ZExcitement 96 (| Excitement 109  TFoxcitement ]
Action 84 love 87 || Scary incid 104 Surprise 48
Scary incld 63 Seary incid 68 || Love 9%  Love L7
Hunor 43  Surprise 64 || Action 88  Scary insid 27
Suspense I!s  Suspense £6 || Suspense 85 Action 25
Surprise 40 Humor 43 (| Humor 83  Humor 18
Love 4O Action 29 || Surprise 55  Suspense 15
Ridiculous 17 Ridiculous 25 || Ridiculous 36 Ridiculous 6
AB gD E
Scary incid N Excitement 79 Excitement 16
LBxoitenont 90 Surprise 40 Surprise 15
Love 83 Love 32 Action 13
Action 78 Scary incid 29 Love 12
Hhumor 67 Suspense 27 Scary incid 11
Suspense 63 Humor 24 Suspense n
Surprise 52 Action 22 Humor 3
Ridiculous 31 Ridiculous 11 Ridiculous o
SUMMARY
kxcitement 707
Love, romance 553
Scary incidents 52l
Plonty of action 452
Surprise 116
Suspense 401
Humorous incidents 377

Ridiculous incidents

168
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Conolusions « Table Gt

1, The overall responses indicate excitement, love, scary incidents,

actlon, and surprise as being prime ingredients for stories that
apneal to junior high school studentse

2+ The suspense and action preforences of seventh graders may replace
the single factor of exciterente Sevoral terms, such a3 excitoment,
action, suspense, and surprise, overlap in meaning and the students
probably did not differentiate very keenly betwcen theme

3e Girls'! choice of excitement over luve is a bit surprising, but the
lou rating of love in the boys' preferences 1s note

e There 1s a general tendency of agreement between white and black
students in their preferencess

Se Considering the first four cholces of above average, average, and
below average students, we mote that excitement, surprise, and
action are dominant factors, with love and scary ineidents oc
necessary ingredionts in storiese

6s In this table, ;3 in other tables, consideration shoud also Se
glven to some of the factors rated low on these lis*-, No%e sho:"d
be taken and a relevancy estabiished concerning some o2 the lese
preferred, but nonethsless preferred, factorse
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TABLE H

Sex of characters

6th Ith Sth Boys Oirls
H&Fr 35 MeP 26 &P 30 MN&P 39 M&F 52
Female 7 MorF 15 Mor P 17 MorP 17 MorPF 19
Male L Male 5 Male 1l Male 8 Femals S
HorP L Female ) Female 2 Female 7 Mile 2
ihite Black A-B C=D E

M&F 65 M&F 26 (|M&F 64 M&F 21 Mar 6
Mor® 24 MorPF 12 MorP 16 MorPF 16 MorP )
}ale 9 Female § Male 7 Female 5 Female 2
Fenale 7 Molo h Foadle §© Male 2 Male p

SUMMARY
| Male and female 28l
Yale or female s
Female 48
Male Lo

Conclusions = Table H:
1. This table illustrates the obvious, the normal, the expested,

2+ The fact that some students mention male only or femals only
should be given same consideration 4n book selection,
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TABLE ¥

What Junior high students like to read about

W1d/ilate Probe 22

Fairy tales 17

hé Wld/Nate Prode U3
L2 Biography 37
39 Homa & school 35

Fairy tales 25
Invention 23

6th Jth 8th
Falwy tales 7h lature Sk History
Home & school 56 Home & school L7 Nature
ature 31 Biography

Poetry 27 History

Science 26 Invention

History 23 Nd/ilate Prob, 25

55
51

Biography 20 Poetry 16 Science 20
Invention 19 Science 12 Poetry 7
Boys Girls White Black
History 8l  Home & school 1) || Nature 105  Home & school 55
Nature Th Falry tales 72 || History 91  Fairy %ales 46
Blozraphy 53 lature 56 !l Home & school 83 History 29
Invention 53 Biography 50 || Piography 76 Biography 27
Wld/ilate Probe Ll  Wid/late Prode 16 || Wld/Nate Probe 71  Natura 25
Science 36 History 36 ||Falry tales 70  Inventlon 22
Fairy tales 34 Poetry 36 || Invention 59  Poetry 22
Homo & school 2} Invention 28 || Science 37  Science e
Poetry 1y Science 20 || Poetry 28  Wld/Maie Prodels
4.3 g=D E |
Home & school g8 lature A Falry talee X2 |
Naturo 83 Home & school )0 Wld/Nate Prod, 11 )
Biopraphy 71 Fairy tales 36 Science n ‘
History 70  H.ustory 32  History 1 g
Fairy talss 68 Biography 26 Hame & school 210 ‘
W1c¢/llate Probe 60 Invention 23 Poetry 6 |
Tavention 53 Scienco 21 Blography A |
Pootry 29 Poetry 15 Nature 6 ‘
Science 2l Wld/llate Probe 13 Invention 5 I

SUMMARY
Home and school 552
Nature 526
History U73
Fairy tales L2
Biography 410
World/Wational Problems 35)
Irrvontior; 325
Science 226 -
Pootry 200
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This table lists areas of reading interests different from those on
Table C (Kinds of books junior high studonts like to read) and Teble E
(*hat Junior hich students want to read about)e The cholces listed in
Table I are more conservative and academie than they are current and
controversial, Table I expands the cholces of reading interests amd also
widons the librarian's spectrum of book selection,

Corclusions « Table Is

1. Sixth graders! first choice of falry tales is probably a carrye
over from their elementary school days. Seventh graders! first
cholco of natire might indicate their expanding inquisitivencss,
Eighth graders! first cholce of history might reflect tha
pressures or influences of social studies or history classose

2¢ The overall choices of home and gchool, nmature, and history
reflect the influences of the worlds Junior high students
assoclate withs home, school, am. the world around them,

3¢ Boys generally disagree with ¢irls as shoum by the girls! first
choice of home and school, and the boys rating this factor quite
love The boys! first choice of history may be surprising in light
of their traditional interest in science and invention,

he Whites generally disagree with blacks in this question, although
there is some proxinity of cholces, such as history and blography,

S The above average and average students show a definlte agreement in
preferonces, while the below average students generally have their
perticular, separate preferences,
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TABLY &

Favorite school oubjects

Sth It 8th
Art 36 Pul.C.E* 29 Soce Studies 48
Reading 30 For, Lang, 19 Science 17
Science 28 Home Ec, 19 Home Ec, 17
Soce Stude 26 Art, 18 lath 15
lath 11 Masie 17 Art 13
Music 5 Shop 12 Musie 13
. Shop 5 Math 10 For, lang, 13
Soc, Studies 10

| * P.E.CoEe = Program of education and career exploration,
~ this course 1s offered only in tho seventh grade,
The Forelgn Language 1s Spanish,

SUMMARY
l' Social Studles 8
Art 67
Science L6
Reading 38
Iome Lconomics 38
Jath 36
Music 35
P.E.C.E, 3k
Forelgn Language 32
Shop 19
English 11

Conclusions « Table J3

There seems to be no 3lgnificant relationship between favorite
subjects and reading intcrests, The results of this question
may reflect toacher appeal more than subject appeal, Soms
significonce may exist in elchth praders! cholca of Social
Studlos as thelr favorite subjoct and History in Table I (What
Junior high students 1ike to read about) as thoir favorite
reading interest,




Sixth
Cradet

Seventh
" Grade:

Bighth
Gradet
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TABLE X

Pavorite titles and authors

TITLES

AUBIRS

Little house on the prairie (5)
Farmer boy (L)

Hary Ellis, student nurse (L)
Homer Price (l4)

Sister of the bride (L)
Hucklsberry Finn (3)
Charlotte's web (3)

Boxcar children (3)

Bride wore braids (3)

Helen Keller (3)

Seventeenth summer (2)

Tom Sawyer (2)

Surprise Island (2)

= 73 other titles listed

————

Beverly Cleary (7)
Mark Twain (gg

E.B, White (L)

Laura Ingalls Wilder (3)
Alfred Hitchcock (2)
Hope Newell (2)

Scott 0'Dell

Phyllis Whitney

Keith Robertson

Arnold rlljott

= 15 others mentioned

Tom Sawyer (7)

Love Story (6)

Year of Janie's diary (5)
Charlotte's web (5)
Incredible journey (5)
20,000 leagues under the sea (3)
Flowers for Algernon (3)
Yrinkle in time (2)
Johnny Reb (2)

Treasure Island (2)

My friend Flicka (2)
Huckleberry Finn (2)

Gone with the wind (2)
Miss Pickerel series (3)

=~ 117 other titles listed

a. e - . .

Mark Twain (8)

Erich Segal (5)

Robert L, Stevenson (5)
Beverly Cleary (L)
Margaret Mitchell ()
E.B, White (L)

Alfred Hitchcock (3)
Carolyn Keene (3)

Laura Ingalls Wilder (2)
Edgar Allan Poe (2)
Louisa May Alcott (2)
C.W, Anderson (2)
William Shakespeare (2)
Jules Verne (2§

Martin Luther King, Jr, (L)
The Pearl (3)

Call of the wild (3)

The God machine (3)

Tell me you love me, Junie Moon (3)
Love story (3)

Swiss Family Robinson (2)

Tom Sawyer (2)

Little YWomen (2)

Sister of the bride (2)

. Dan'l Boone (2)

Black Stavlion (2)

Late for Boston (2)
Peanuts (2)

= 9 other titles listed

= 3l others mentioned
Mark Twain (7)
Charles Dickens (1)
William Steele (L)
Beverly Cleary (3;
John Steimnbeck (3
Jack Loandon (3)
Martin Caidin (2)
Walter Farley (2)
Edgar Allan Poe (2)
Erich Segal (2)
Edwin Cordon (2)
Catherine Peare (2)

= 26 others mentioned

© emaaee
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The preceding 1ist of titles and authors does not present an accurate
Pleture of reading interests, less than 603 of the s tudents listed any
titles or suthors, and fewer than 15% 1isted five authors and five titles,
However, the titles and authors are listed here to give an indication of what
1s more or less of current reading interest to junior high students, Mary of
the titles and authors retlact the types of stories junior high students
indicate they prefer, Not all responses are listed, Numbers in parentheses

indicate the number ¢? times a particular title or author wms listed, No number
after an author indicates that name was 1listed only once,

OVERALL CONCLUSIONS

1, There 1s a difference in the first proferences of sixth, seventh, and
elghth graders in their reading interests, All grades chose nysterye
dotective storics, The next four choices differ generally in position,
but indicate a gemeral apgreement in reading interests,

2¢ Boys differ noticeably from girls in their first cholece of reading interests;
boys naturally choose sports stories, and girls choose mystery-dotective
stories first, Girls rank ramance socond, while boys rank this factor
quite low, Boys 1ist sexy storles second on Table E, indicating they
differentiate between sex and love, The next four cholces also indicate
a goneral agreement in reading interests,

3¢ White and black students agree in their first cholce of reading interests
and gensrally agree in the next four or five areas of interest,

le Above average and average students both selected mystery~detective stories
as thelr first choices below average students list mystery-detective
stories a close second behind sports storles,

Se Tho primary factors influencing Junior high students to read are magazines

and television movies and progrems, We can see in this information an ares
vhere teachers and librarians can exert influence and giidancs toward some
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of the better, classisal programs and movies on television, and in
acquiring current mapgazines of interest to Junior high students,

Junior high students are in tune with the world, as shown by their desire
%0 read sexy stories, and to read about drugs and drug addiction, sports,
crime, and early marrinpes, This information presents very formidable

and influent!al areas for librarians to acquire books dealing with these
current ideas and contemporary happenings which captivate the minds of
Junior high studentse..books which “reat some of these cuntroversial and
delicate subjects in healthy, stralghtforwvard, informative ways, not
blatantly or unrealistically,

Conservatively, junior righ students prefer stories about nature, home and
school, history, fairy tales, and blography, These appeal to their
romantic, imaginative and inquisitive natures, Book selection and reading
guidance could be key factors in influencing and directing the reading of
Junlor high studente in these conservative areas as well as in contemporary,
controversinl, current affairs,

Junior high 2ehool students sp2nd more time reading for persona) enjoyment
than for class assigmments, On the average, a junlor high student spends
about three to five hours each weel reading for enjoyment and for ¢lass
assigmmonts, Reading speeds and reading comprehension of individual
etudents would affect the efficlency of a three=to=five-hour period of
reading,

The listing of titles and authovs follows the trend of reading surveyss
students read what is currently of interest, with a base of some classical
writers, Students could not generally remember authors 3 they remember

stories batter than titles s Judging from their questions concerning books
and stories.
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The applications of the data found in thie survey are left tp to
individuals interested in young people and readinge Some applications are
implled in this report, but specific directions are left up to individuals
and individual situations,

Marjorie Sullivan szys, "Building the young adult collection, we look
for quality of text and format as well as appeal, level of difficulty, and
develommental and curricular usess Of these, 1t s appeal vhich whisks
the book from the shelf,"3 Wrile a book nay be appealing, it may also
help the individual to grow 4in knowledge, to mature in spirit, and to
develop self-motivating ambitionse In book selection, we should "be
guided not so much by our assessment of a book's literary worth, as by our
assessment of 1ts relevance to the readerts situation and his needs, "l
Book selection and reading guldance can not be fully learmed in schools
of education, but they can be learned more practically right 4n a school
library or a school classroom or a school playground where ‘eachers,
librarians and students meet on common grounds and mingle freely with
free oxchange of ideas,

This survey has endeavored to discover some of the thinge which agpesl
to teonagers, to establish same of theiy needs, and to determine the
structures which make up their worlde We hope that this survey helps
librarians and teachers in supplying reading materials of interest and

value to the studenic they serve and in guiding and directing the reading
of these studentse

3 Tarjorio Sullivan, "Books, readers, and individuals,® Top £ the News,
April, 1971, pe 297,

4 Ivor J. Lengs Children in the Library, Cardiffs University of Wales
Prosse 1968’ Pe 180,
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SURVEY OF READING INTERESTS

N

é Tnis questionnaire is part of a study being conducted at Marietta
unior Hipgh School concerning the reading interests of Jundor high

school studentse Your answers will holp us in declding the kinds of books
to buy for the school library,

This 18 not a test, Ancwer exactly as you feel. There are no
right or urong ansuwers, Most of the questions can be answered by a check
or a numbere All the information you give is confidential,

EXAMPLE: UWaich of the following foods do you like best? Indicate
your preference by writings

' 1 in front of your first cholce
2 in front of your second choice
3 in front of your third choice

Choose THREL onlys

seeee hot dogn seeee hamburgers

escee "sloppy Joe" secee Dizza e
eeses Ncat loaf seeee fried chicken

(T turkey salad eeeee ham

#**%*%*%*%*****#***-ﬁ#*********ﬂ#*******

GRADE: 6= 78 SEX: male (1) = female(2) RACE: wvhite(i)}s black (2)

Ec’zsje one) (cir k one) (cir&g_\one)

e Yhat two school subjects do you like best? Indicate your preference

"7*-by writings
$-9 1 in front of your first choice
2 in front of your second cholce

¥ Choose T'D onlys
eseee Sclence (o) eseee English (o ) eccee PELC.E, (os)
eseee Hath (060) eseee Home Economics (o¢) esecee Music (/0)
sseee Social Studies(63) I Reading (o) eooes ShOP Cn)

eecee Forelpn Languape (ou) eeeee Art (0¥)

24 Wiat was your prade average for the last marking period, Check ONEs
1o,
C’" scese AmB (1) YY) c-D('l) ecees B (3)

3e Hou much time, on the average, ¢ .. u spend each week reading for class
C/ asslgmments ouiside of school? Check onet

eeeee loss than 1 hour a week (1)
sssee 1 = 2 hours a weelk (2)
essee 3 = 5 hours a week (39

TIT ) 6 « 10 hours a8 week (y)
eeees MOXrc than 10 hours a weok ($)
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/én How much time, on the average, do you spend each week reading for
k_’l Jour ovmn enjoyment? Check ones

essee less than 1 hour a week (i)
eseee 1 = 2 hours a ueek (2)

essees 3 = 5 hours a week ¢3)

esses 6 = 10 hours a woek (V)

eseee Mmore than 10 hours a woek (5)

5e ¥hat kinds of books do you like to read? Indicate your preference of the
following kinds of stories by writings

1 in front of your first choice
2 in front of your second choice
3 in front of your third choice
L in front of your fourth choice
5 in front of your fifth choice

Choose FIVE only, READ THE WHOLE LIST FIRST BEFORE YOU CHOOSES

eseee detectlve & mystery emﬁ@ sssee romance, love etm".!.e(_/&

esees humorcus stories(sy cssce scienc::’icéion@ 1

esssse SPOXrts StOIﬂ.eﬁf eseee advcnt 20 B
Ty’ westen@ - essee biogramy (bOOkB abOllQI,
sssee animal storie ’17 \. real peopls)

é\\-.'hich of the following has made you want to read? Check onet
22

- essee telovision programs (not including movies) (1)
sseee tolevision movies (2)
essee radio programs (3

essee MOVies (not 'anluding ™ movies)(Q)
sssee Martazines ¢ §)

Te ¥Wnilch of the following toplcs do you read about, or want to read about,
- most? Indicate your preference by writings

1 In froat of your first choice
2 in front of your second choice
3 in front of yowr third choice

Choose THREE onlys

essee Crims é} L essss bDroken haué,? -
eseee drug addiction 2 ¢ - esees OArly mand.agog?/ .
ecsee BoXy storles(as sssee Btories about Negroe@l

ecoee 8tOries agbout Viehﬂ{z/‘ YY) Bport@_/
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8. *hich of the following do you 1like to read about most? Indicate your
preference by writings

1 in front of your first choice
2 in front of your second choice
3 In front of your third choice

Choose THREE onlys

eeees home and sc.hoo@ .....mtlu{i_6;
eeess falry tales(32 eesoinventiof3y
ecses scionce@, eeesshistory 3y
Sesee biocralily({i .....poetn!;yQL‘f
sesee world or national problemg3s _
“hich of the following helps you to decide to read a boek? Check ones
’ @ esses Interest in tho subjoct ¢1)

eeses recommendation by ancther person (2)
eeses liked other books by the s=me author (3)

10s *hich of the following characteristics of books do you like most?
) Indicate your preferenco by writings
1 in front of your first choice
2 in front of your second choice
3 in front of your third choico
Chooso THIEE onlys:

coces excitanen@ / eesee mpeme@.\'/\ \
secee mxrpriscﬁg esese plenty of aotj.p@g.
eease Bcary incIidentg ¥3. esee, love themoa@‘?' -

eesss ridiculous incidentQ‘f, seees humorous i:cidens qs;\‘
1. ¥hat 2o you 1ike “he characters of bosks to be? Check nmes '
(7 eees made only (1)

seeee fennlo or\ly ()
eeeee Male and female (3)
esess cither malo or female (%))
12, In tho space beloy, name your three favorite authorss

............................0................
2.............................................

3..............0.......0......................

13¢ In tho space below, write the titles (and authors, if you remember) of the
£ive books you liked bosts

TITIE AUTHOR (4f ;rou remember)

1........................................... ................................

2.....0..................................... ................................

3..............................&............ ................................

h........................................... ................................

s........................................... ..O.....................‘.......

Lumbors In blus and 41n parentheses identify items in a choice,
Numbors li.n red refer to columns on punchiod cards,

cireled




