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! POPULATION CEEDACYRRISTICS ~ THEHIR PULoyToNshIe 70 LUU20L & COLLEGH RNRDLIIEIITS

AL no time in the history of 1llincis has the dorand upon c.aucalional services
beon ac oy e2L a5 it Baes boen Gurding the past two Cecaldes. Pwo fclors are @ opon-

sible for «hio phoacmenon; (@) & dramatically incroasing anhoy of youth in cur

population now rcoresent’ o o 1larg 2 procortion of the tolal pom
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creasced rotention of these youth in the educatlional viveline.

Nuambers of Youwth

The incrcasncd birth rates crporicnesd ofter 1945 contirucd at a high level un-
til 1965 vhen they &wopped to the bir:h ratis typical of the depression yesirs., The
higher birth rates experienced during the twenly vear per 'od {ollowing WW IV hive
creatnd a "bulge" of youny poople (f2¢ Tigure 1), and this "bulge"” of ages 5 through
24 in 1970 repreoents 377 of the State's total populatica.

The 17-year-old population (derined as the average of 17 and l8-yecar-olds) pro-

vides a convenient group te study in detail. They can be compared to high school grud-

[0

uacion reott hecausc hjgh school conplction 1s normally accommlished within the state
of reside.ize; the 1l7-vear-old population forms the base for policy regarding higher
educution cnrollments; and the characteristics of the Illinois 17~ycar-old population
can be ciudicd thiough 1988 by utilizing the recent census tabulation of the live pop-
ulation by age groun.
Figuce 2 presents the growth of the 1l7-year-old population frem 1230 through 1970, .
and it projccts this age group thriough 1288. The 1l7-yecar-o0ld population is not pro-
jected to pcak until 1978. It will decrease by approximately 20% between 19878-1986
then inctc( $¢ (it when the children born to the members of the post ¥ II ".aby boon"
‘who are now child bearing adulis) begin to create a new buige in the l7-year-old pop-

ulation.
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The norironial scale of Tigare 2 can ke shifiad to the right by 12 yorrs to oroe.
the  ptlation profile of the S5-ye.r-old population. (Thai is, the 17-year-old repula-

tion o 1950 was Lhe S-year-alad populacicen of 1246, ‘fnc peeplc who graduated fror nigh

v =

schiool in 1350 bigan “heir school cavcers in 174%.) 1t is intcre~iing to Lri -~ Lhe

past clerentary schocel enrollmint pros wwen which Lezan in the rly 19505, and Lo ob-
serve the fact that wiile elementary scheol enrsojlirent pressures have !ogun Lo decreasc

in the past few years, they will hcad up agsin by 1275, Dven if the birth rate continnes
o decline Guring the 1270's, th2 totel nurber of children born to the jwrlers of the

post W TI "bhulge” will very likely centinue to increase through 1290.

Edvcational Li~inmert

Within the lJast three dccades, a high school cducation has becone the norm of
educatiorzl attalmnment for the youth of the Siate and the ilation. Tigure 3 prescnts

for the State of Tllinois a comparisun of the 17-vear-old population to the nuriber o

high school degrees awarded over tirme. The proportion of high schecl graduzies arong
the 17-year-old population hes doubled since the late 1930's and stands at a cur-cu!
graduation rate of approximately &£0%. ‘the important featuxe of this figure is the
fact that high school graduates derived from the 17-year-old population arc leveli
off. 1ncreases will continue Lo occur more slowly in the prepceilicn of students ob-
Lalnlw; high school degreez, but the numbei of people achieving this level of educa- -
tional attainment will peak in the late 1970's, decrease for approximately a decade
then rise again to a now high before the end of this centuvy.

How does the Illinois erxrerience cormparce with national trends? Table 1 presents

for eacn of the census years since 1930 a compurison of the high school graduaiion rates

for the state of Tllinois and for the llation. It demonstrates that while Illinois'

high school graduation rate lagged the Nation's graduation rate through the 1940's and
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. G
1650%'s, a renaruable "cateh uep" Leriod crcwred din vhe 3960's.  Chis catch up re-
i
flects the primary aud socondary schqol enrollment prescures in the 1950's and

1860's and it ig at least “ible foxr the college Tevil enrollmeant

pressures of the 19460's.  During the nex® dfecade, ihe 111inois high school gradoaticn

ratn is proiccied to continuas to lay behir? the @ »tionel graduation ra: -

v
)
TABLE J.(l) )
i 17~Year 014 i 1igh School Yigh School
Population | sraduates Graduales As % of 17-

(in thousands) in thonenpis) 11 Year-0ld po wlation

Ui ted Stotes Tilincis finitea .‘:'-;;';._-:‘:;_‘?:-?ﬁ.nais'“ni':r_;E_ Sil-e T inois

(<) (%) g

1930 2,307 135 667 38 25 28 f

1340 2,486 135 1,271 70 3] 52 i

1250 2,128 108 1,200 58 56 54 !

19690 2,71¢ 137 . 1,864 83 6o 61 )

1870 3,750 201 2,905 153 7 76 i

Projectaed 1980 4,042 221 3,386 176 84 80 f

1Y -

-

An increccing proportion of Illinois high scliool graduates have sought somc cduca-
tion beyond the 12th grade and this has becen especially true during the last decade.
College aticendance stalistics are not as casily related to the college age group becse
many studcn’s elect.to attend college in states other than their home state. However,
Tllirois has historically cxported more of its college age youth than have miarated into
Illinois fiom other states, and while approximatcly 5% of the MNation's college age pop-
ulation arc residents of 1llinois, our colleges and universities enroll €% of the Nation's
college studcnts., Add to this the net number of studenis migrating out of the State to
enroll in colleges, and it is obvious that while our primary and secondary schools are
not as degree-productive as the national averxage, those who do graduate from Illinois

high schouls e¢njoy a higher collcge participation rate than the national average.
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Tabic
Hation and ti State of Tilinois during the pisi decadc. And it prescnls fall coliege

enrollment staistics for the same period. While the size of the college age population
increazed by opproximarcly 50% over the docada, the nuibrr of cnrolled college age youlih

more than Goublaed.

TABLE 2(]')

Collenz hoe roplation Fall hoadooant onrollment
) (in thourasis) in v.onsapas)
Unitrd Stnles Tilino's Unit 1 State ilinois
b '60 L oTe0 | T en ' b 60
e index urtear Indeax Nuabor Indes Humber ndox

56 160 200 100
777 154 295 148
14 439 220

w

1660 9,550 100 480 1co
1865 12,127 127 564 122
1970 14,142 148 727 151 Y

[
7

oW

~
W

[

?c';

Futvre college enrollments are more unceriain. W¥hile the college age population
can Lo projected from live births which have alicady occurred, a range of colles~ en~
rollments must be projected because college enrollments are influenced by manv factors
including the state of the cconcmy, changing attitudes toward education, financial sup-
port for college students, the changing structvre of higher education, changes in ad-
missions practices, ectc. Table 3 presents estimates of the college age population
through 1485 and a range of enrollment estimates for ‘the Nation and the State oi JTllinois.
1t shows that (a) the college age population will not increase as much during the 1970's

as it did during the 1960's; (b) college enrollment during the 1970's will increase at




l:ash as rapidly as the age grouw: incroases; (¢)  colless enrollment Jduring the 1370's

v

could porsibly increase ab a rate more than doubsle the increase in the ags group.

—— iy

" rasL e 31

v
b College Age Low Esbtimate Hich Hstimate
Population Fall Envollment rall Tnrolliment
e i thonsands) ..lln rhousands) L L Ehorpeande)
Enir 1 Biareg 111in035 s iinired s.ates iliincis  Hrai-o 3rate~ | T1Vinois
s b '70 b '70 b '70 b '70} b 70 b '70{ b '70 b 'vcf T
Murrboer  Trdex | Huwbrr  Tndexjjlirie - Indey | llurier Indru] Mumber  Tnilex i b cher ndey;
1279 (ack)] 14,142 100 727 100 7,414 100 43¢ 100 l 7,414 100 439 io0o
I975{est)i 15,900 1L2 516 itz 3,594 1ie 526 120 i 9,700 131 4859 127
1930 (est)] 16,735 118 870 120 9,118 123 540 123 ! 11,449 154 659 150
1375 (asth 15,777 1i2 81¢ 113 8,559 115 530 21 ‘ 10,854 l4ag 609 139

(1

1. The birth rates botween 1915 and 1965 created a youth pulge on our population
vhich has in .curn created increased dnmand upon the State's educarionral servicess from
kKindergarten through college. bDuring the past decade, tiie college age ropulation of
Iiliroils has increosed Ly ahout 50%. During, the n.xi decade, the college agy2 population

e
H

in the State of 71linnis will increase by about 203. Tn

o
[Xe]
&
o

61% of Tllinois' 17-vear-
old population gradinated feem high schicol and in 1970 763 of Illinois' 17-year-w.id pop-
nlation graduated fecom high ichool. During that poriod, an increasing proportion of
thoan high school jeaduates have ciarolled in institutions of higher education. The high

school participation rates have reached ncax saturation, and by the middle of this

decade the real numk :xs of l7-yzar-olds will begin to decrease, reflecting the declining

birihvates vhich ushered in the dcende of the 1960's. However, before the end of the

ERIC ,
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cuntury, enrollipent demand will sebside then ineriace «xain &t differont tincs for cach
soegment of the educational viprline.

2. As the children ¢f the youth Lulge mature, they crveatle Cifforential der nd
upon cach segment of the elacationa? pipeliue ficm kindo. jarien throuch collaeve.  And

¥
By

s 4. vy ¥ - e Y~ - - T P ST s PO I 2 . .3
it can Le antici the lato 1970's the leading edye 0f a sccond bulue will

boyia in kindergarien &s the trailing c¢od of the first bhulg.: ends in collcge.

3. During the past fgw docades increasingly more pecorle have becn educated and
the average person has been enrolled longerx in the cducational wipeline.

4. WVle are approaching the end of the exponcntial exiansion of "consumtion" of
educetion:

(a) Projections of enrollment in the primary schools will devend entirely upon
the numb rs of births during the 1970's and not on changes in rates of cnrollmenl since
nearly all persons of compulsory schwol ages axre enrolled.

(b) Projections of enrollment in sccondary schools will increase until the mid
70's, decrsase for approximately 10 years, and therxeaficr be depencent upon the number
of Lirths during the 1270's. Increascs in Lhe proportion of students of high school
age attending and graduating from high school will very likely be small.

(c) Projections of college cnrollmenis are mosl uncertain but it can be azssumed
that. college enrollmen! pressures will conitinue to increase at a declining rate until
the end of the 1970's. During the 1970's and beyond, college enrollment will derend
upon & myriad of factors and the wost significant of these factors is public policy
yet Lo be developed.

5. Vhile the Illinois high r hool graduation rate is lowecr than that for the Nation,

the college participation rate of people wvho do graduate from IJlinois high schools is

higher thar the national average.




populaticn data frim Cansus of the Poovlitlicn; 1900 Porule- ion data
source - unrublished data
¢ -

ata, TLnous Serics P=2L <2705 Ha Conal envellrens and deareo

- data scurce - Qffice of IDducation Jrod-ctions ¢f Bducational Sialistics 1o 1980-91

. ) (1971 c¢dition); Statce (raduztion cil. .ourcer -~ Qffice of tue O erintandent of Pub-
lic lncstruzticn; frale vollivy andc Beores Seurce - Bwean of Lrnstitutional Re-

gearch, University of 171i50is.
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APPENDIY2 Tal e T

GRTUP,

1940 - 1970

SPLTT OF IT1T0IS

Age
Groun

T

TOTAL

Under 5 yeore
5 Lo ¢ ywars
10 to 14 vyears
15 to 18 yecars
20 to 74 vyears
25 to 29 years
30 to 34 years
35 to 39 yearns
40 to 44 y.ar

It

y

11,113,995
936,050
1,094,592
1,134,693
1,011,662
843,644
747,420
636,444
608,497
660,435

| 1940

30,081,193
1,130,246
1,002,802

868,370
636,563
581,748
608,892
679,502
709,164
676,771

8,712,117
842,827
684,347
565,347
542,280
639,444
712,53)
691,503
678,289
622,686

7,897,241
546,90
542,740
018,260
672,950
687,842
682,556
643,170
612,917

579,785

4% to 49 years 663,810 643,632 562,734 561,573
50 to 54 years 626,744 572,020 528,615 493,12¢
55 to 59 vears 568,193 513,756 479,109 385,521
60 to Gi ye=ars 477,54 433,269 401,148 - 300,782
65 to (9 years 377,859 373,445 311,223 235,125
7¢ to 74 years 294,427 281,978 207,718 165,281
75 and ovex 421,308 319,500 235,360 167,587
Median Aue 28.6 31.2 32.7 31.5
Age T PiRcEwr pisTRrRiBuUTiow ]
Gronp 1570 i 1960 1950 1040 |

TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under 5 years 8.4 11.2 9.7 6.9

5 to 9 years 9.9 9.9 7.¢ 6.9
10 to 14 years 10.2 £.6 6.5 7.8
15 to 19 years 9.1 6.8 6.2 8.5
20 to 24 ycars 7.6 5.8 7.3 8.7
25 to 29 years 6.8 6.0 8.2 8.7
30 to 34 years 5.7 6.7 7.9 8.1
35 to 39 years 5.5 7.0 7.8 7.8
40 to 44 years 5.9 6.7 7.1 7.3
45 to 49 years 6.0 6.4 6.5 7.1
50 to 54 years 5.7 5.7 6.1 6.2
55 to 59 years 5.1 5.1 5.5 4.9
60 to €4 vears 4.3 4.3 4.6 3.8

5 to &7 yoars 3.4 3.7 3.6 3.0
70 to 74 years 2.6 2.8 2.4 2.1
75 and ovey 3.8 3.2 2.7 2.1
Median Age 28.6 31.2 32.7 31.5




Number of

17-18/2

Year 0lds

APPENDIA TABLL 31

Fducational Atrvain~ient of Iilinois

17-18 Ycar 0lds
3.930-1968

Runher of
High School

o | - 5]
Grraunt g

135,211
135,149
135,088
135,027
134,966
134,965
134,844
134,783
134,721
134,660
134,599
131,985
129,371
126,756
124,142
121,528
118,913
116,299
113,685
111,070
108,456
111,342
114,227
117,113
119,999
122,884

38,159
39,683
46,395
"8,759
55,745
54,163
56,671
56,954
62,761
64,639
69,912
69,253
69,090
61,594
57,296
55,666
60,030
61,746
62,849
58,913
57,679
55,581
58,820
59,309
60,170
61,413

“Ratio of
High School
Graduste s
to 17-18/2
Year Oldg

Ratio of
17-18/2 to
Total 1llinois’
Population

28.22
29.35
34,34
36.11
41.30
40,15
44,25
£2.26
46,59
48,00
51.94
52.47
53.40
48.59
42,71
45.81
50.48
53.09
55.78
53.04
53.18
49.92
51.49
50.64
50.14
49.98

1.77
1.70
1.76
1.75
1.75
1.74
1.73
1.73
1.72
.71
<. 70
1.66
1:63
1.60
1.59
1.56
1.45
1.39
1.34
1.24
1.24
1.26
1.28
1.30
1.31
1.32
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APPERDTX TABLFE

I

Educationzl Attainr.eant of llllruls
17-18 Year 0lest

1230-1968
(concludad)

>J:4

Nuwber of

unber of

Ratio of

Nigh School

Graduates

Ratio of
17-28/2 to

17-18/2 High School to 17-1£/2 Total Illincis
Year Year Olds Graduates_ Year QOtde Yopulotion
1956 125,770 64,439 51.24 1.33
1957 128,656 63,036 49.00 1.34
1958 131,542 66,473 50.53 1.35

1959 134,427 72,135 53.66 1.35
1960 137,313 82,922 60.39% 1.36
1961 143,454 86,270 60.14 1.40
1662 149,595 62,925 62.12 1.44
1963 155,736 96,170 61.75 1.49
1054 161,877 102,620 63.39 1.53
1965 168,018 115,006 68.45 1.58
1966 174,159 112,304 64.48 1.62
1367 180,301 141,883 78.69 1.67
1968 186,442 140,648 75.44 1.71

Data for age groups and Total Tllinois Population for the years 1930, 1940, 1950 and
1960 were obtained from Census of Population, Burcau of Census.

Data for age groups and total population of the years in between these years were pro-
jected from strajght-line equations.

Data fox number of high school graduates from 1930-J966 weve obtained from DBicinnial
Report of the Superiniendent of Public Instruction of the State of Tllinois.

Data for number of high school graduates from 1957-1968 were obtained from Cffice of

Superintendent of lublic Instruction, State of Illinois.
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