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Introduction

The research for this paper was made possible by a Faculty Summer
Research Fellowship from the University of Vermont and a Grant from the
William H. Donner Foundation to the Canadian Studies Program at the
University of Vermont,

I would like to thank Robert Stanfield of the Department of Sociology
at the University of Vermont for much valuable counsel. I would also
like to thank Sister Yolande and Joycé Delaricheliere Macnamara for their
liason with the schools, Thanks also go to—ka&hy Greer who typed the
questionnaires and the paper, And I would like to thank the teachers and
principals of the two school systems. And finally, thanks to my wife, Anne,

who made the job of collating and interpreting the data considerably easier.
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In an earlier paper, 'Value Orientations of French Canadian and Anglo-
American Children in Three Northeastern Vermont Communities ' (Woolfion, 1972)
differonces in cultural outlook based on the Strodtbeck-Kluckhohn value orien-
tation model were explored. The purpose of the following paper is to compare
differences in value orientation of the French Canadian children in the public

schools with those in a nearby parochial school.

Method of Study

The sample.

The original study was done with three third grade classes in three dif-
ferent communities in the Spring of 1972, The study of the parockial school
children was done the following Fall with the children in Grade four--the
differerce in Grade allowing for the start of a new schcol year. My sample
of Frenc: Canadian chiidren in the public schools contained thirteen boys and
ten girls whose parents were of French Canadian background and who still
spoke French, to some extent, at home. The parish class contained five boys
and eleven girls of comparable background. Although the.sample of French
Canadian children in the parish class is numerically smaller, they represent
a larger percentage of the total sample in the parish class: that is, sixteen

out of thirty (537%) as opposed to twenty-three out of sixty-six (357).

The Questionnaire

The twenty-two item questionnaire employed in the previous study was again
used--and the same format followed; an oral presentation of the stories or
examples w’'th instructions for marking an X in the appropriate triangle, circle,

or square to correspond to the pupils' choices.




Findings

The children in the parochial school responded to the testing situation in

8 manner similar to that of the children in the public schools: that is, they

had no difficulties answering the questions: most of them did not need to wait

for the signal to mark their choices; and they seemed to enjoy doing the project,
There are a number of areas where there is similarity in orientation

selections of the children in the public and parochial school systems. As

shown in Table one for example, when given the choice between making things--

goal orientation--and thinking about things--kg}gg orientation, all the groups

show orientations towards goals,

TABLE ONE: QUESTION 2

Jimmy likes to spend his time making things, He likes to draw pictures,
make airplanes, and build kites, He works very hard to get things finished,
And when he finishes making something, he likes to hoid it up and look at it,
If it is an especially good job, he really feels proud and happy. His brother,
t like to do any of those things, He

If you like to make things and get them done, 1like Jimmy does mark an X in
the square, 1f you like to think about different things like Bobby does, put

Your X in the triangle, If you don't know, or think either way is fine, put
your X in the circle,

Goal orientation Ambivalence Being Orientation
(square) {circle) (triangle)
Parish School Girls 5 4 2
Public School Girls 5 5 0
Parish School Boys 5 0 0
Public School Boys 8 4 1
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In addition as shown in Table Two, all groups show orientations favoring

parantal guidance and control.

TABLE TWO: QUESTION 7
Some parents are always telling their kids not to do this and not to do
that, They believe that this is the only way to make sure that their kids
behave themselves., Other parents let their kids do just about what they want
to do, Those parents believe that kids will learn to take care of themselves
that way.

If you think parents should tell kids not to do things all the time, put
an X in the square, if you think parents should let kids do what they want to,
put an X in the triangle. If you don't know or think either way, put an X in
the circle,

Parental Discipline Ambivalence Frecdom
(square) (circle) (triangle)
Parish School Girls 7 4 0
Public School Girls 10 0 0
Parish School Boys 4 ) 1 o
Public School Boys 11 1 1 -

Moreover, in response to Question 12, Table 3, all of the grouns show

o-ientational preferences towards planning and preparation,
TABLE THREE: QUESTION 12

Billy, when he starts a picture, gets ovt all his colors and starts to
draw things on his paper right away. If it doesn't turn out the way he wants
it to, he gets another piece of paper :s:d starts all over again, Mark doesn't
do things that way. Mark likes to sit for a minute and think about the kind
of picture he would like to draw and the colors he would like to use. He

doesn't start his drawing until he's made up his mind about what's the best
way to do it,

If you like to start right in like Billy put your X in the square, if you
like to think about it first, like Mark put an X in the triangle, If you don't
krow, or you think either way is fine, put an X in the circle,
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Spontaneity Ambivalence Planning

(square) {circle) (triangle)
Parish School Girls 0 1 10
Public School Girls 0 0 10
Parish School Boys 0 0o 5
Public School Boys 0 2 11

And, again, we find a similar orientation towards preparation being

]

shown in the response to question 13 (Table 4). There is somewhat more

"present ' and ‘ambivalent” orientations among the French Canadian boys in

g

the public school system, but almost half did choose future orientation (467)

TABLE FOUR: QUESTION 13

Jimmy always stays out until the last minute when he's playing at bedtime.
He says that tomorrow it might rain and he won't be able to play outdoors.
Johnny, who lives next door, is different. He likes to go in a little early,

so he can get all his things ready for school the next day before he goes to
bed,

If you like to play till the last minute like Jimmy, put an X in the
square. If you like to go in early and get things ready for tomorrow, like
Johnny, put an X in the triaugle., If you don't know or think either way is
fine, put an X in the circle,

Present Ambivalence Future
(square) (circle) (triangle)
Parish School Girls 2 2 7
Public School Girls 2 0 8 "—
Parish School Boys 0 1 4
Public School Boys 3 4 6

There are also similarities in attitudes towards emotional control and
expression, as can be seen in the response to Question 18 (Table 5). They
are all strongly oriented to self control,

N




TABLE FIVE: QUESTION 13

Some kids when they fall down, start to 2ry right away, but then they feel
better right away too, Other kids, when they fall down, try very hard not
to cry so that people will say that they are very brave,

If you think its all right to cry when you hurt yourself, put an X in
the square, If you think you should hold it in, put an X in the triangle,
1f you don't know, or you think either way is fine, put an X in the circle.

Emotional Expression Ambivalence Containment
(square) (circle) (triangle)
& o Parish School Girls 1 5 5
Public School Girls 0 5 5
Parish School Boys 0 ;; 5
;Lblic School Boys -3 1 9

There are some areas, when ome divides the group along sexual lines, where

one finds similar responses among the members of one sex, but differences in

the responses for the other. For example, as in their answers to question
three (Table 6) given the choice between independent effort with that of
seeking parental advice, both the public school and parochial school boys
seemed more responsive to independance,

The percentage of boys in both groups choosing independance is similar--
about 607%--although a larger percentage of parish school boys chose parental
advice--40% as opposed to 8%, and a large percentage of parish boys we ‘e
ambivalent--31%. But as seen in Table 7 the difference in responses between
the public school girls and the parish school girls is considerably more
striking,

TABLE SIX: QUESTION 3

Mary has to do a problem in arithmetic. But she is having a lot of
trouble adding things.up. She works and works and finally she get the right
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answer. Jane, tooO, is having a problem vith ari

help.

1f you like to work on arithmetic problems
an X in the squarée. 1f you like to ask your mot

—

your X in the triangle. 1f you don't know, or if you think either way is

fine, put your X in the circle.

thmetic., But as soon as she
sees that she 15 having trouble, she goes and asks her mother or father for

by yourself, like Mary, put
her or father for help, put

Independence Ambivalence Parental Advice
(square) (circle) (triangle)
Parish School Boys 3 0 2
Public School Boys 8 4 1

The public school girls show much stronger

orientations towards indepen-

dent effor t than do the parish school girls--the parish school giris show

much greater ambivalence to the question,

TABLE SEVEN: QUESTIUN 3

Independence Ambivalence Parental Advice
Parish School Girls 2 7 2
Public School Girls 7 1 2

On the other hand, when given the choice about planning a party by them-

selves or having the teacher plan the party in Question 11 (Table Eight) the

girls appear to have reversedtheir roles.

The parish school girls are more strongly oriented towards doing the

planning themselves rather than relying upon the teacher;

girls, on the other hand, are more ambivalent.

the public school




TABLE EIGHT: QUESTION 1!

i
’ Suppose your teacher said you could have any kind of Valentine's party

| that you like. Some kids think that the teacher should plan the party because
' she's given lots of parties and knows the best way to do them, Other kids think

that all the kids should help to plan the party because everybody is doing it
together and that's the way to really have fun,

If you think the teacher shculd plan the party, put an X in the square,
1f you think the kids should plan {t, put your X in the triangle. If you don't
know, or you think either way is fine put an X in the circle.

>
Collectivity Ambivalence Lineality

Parish School Girls 7 2 2

1 Public School Girls 2 5 3

In a more important situation as in Question 4 (Table 9), however, the
boys and girls appear to reverse their positions, The girls of both groups
,_____u«Nl£an2d_;nnn:ds.theqseaeée%s~dﬁfﬁ§—fﬁz choosing:
TABLE NINE: QUESTION 4

Your school is going to have a very special visitor-like the President
of the United States, Everybody thinks that one of the children should make
a speech welcoming him to the school. But John thinks that the children
themselves, should pick the child who is going to make the speech, Barry,
however, thinks that the teachers should pick the child who should make the

speech,

Collectivity Ambivalence Lineality
Parish School Girls 2 0 . 9
Public School Girls 1 1 8

On the other hand, as seen in Table Ten thz boys' choices are quite
different., Here, the parish school boys appear to lean towards doing the
choosing themselves whereas the public school boys are much more clearly in

favor of letting the teachers make the choices,

v Collectivity Ambivalence Lineality
Parish School Boys 3 0 2
Public School Boys 1 0 12




Marcel Rioux in his book, Quebec in Question, indicates that both

£ndopcndcncc and passivity are part of the historical inheritance of the
freach Canadian: [or the girls, the conflict appears in social events; for
the boys, it appears in political roles,

There are some questions where both the boys and girls of the parish
school contrast with their public school counterparts, One of the places
where this occurs as shown in Question 6 (Table Eleven) is in response to
the choice between mothers remaining at home or being allowed to go out to
i work,

lere the results show an interesting about face: both groups of girls
ave ambivalent, but the parish school girls seem much more receptive to a

carcer for women thantheir public school counterparts, On the other hand,

the parish school boys appear much more conservative than thelr UblIi¢ sthodl

peers,
TABLE ELEVEN: QUESTION 6

Some kids think that mothers should stay home and take care of their
families--do the cooking, cleaning, and washing, That's the most important
thing they can do. Other kids think that it Jdoesn't really matter who does
the gooking, cleaning, and washing, as long as somebody Hdoes them, They think
that mothers should be able to go out to work if they can and want to.

If you think mothers should stay home put an X in the square, if you
think that mothers can go out to work, put an X in the triangle, If you don't
know put an X in the circle,

Housewi fe Ambivalence Wage Earner
Parfsh School Girls 0 7 4
Public School Girls 4 4 2
Parisg—gchool Boys - 4 0
4

Public School Boys
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The parish school boys do on the whole, appear to be more coaservative
than theiv public sclicol counterparts, but as one can see in Table Twelve,
the parish school girls do noc,

Here 55% of the parish schoc® girls selected the modern orientation
while only 10% of the public school girls did; on the other hand, 60% of the
parish school boys chose the traditional orientation while only 39% of the
public school boys did.

TABLE TWELVE: QUESTION 1

Sucie really loes the old things in her grandmother's house. She really
likes the old, old clock that sits on top of the fireplace in her grandmother's
living room, %hen Susic dreams about the houce she is going to have when she
grows up, she likes to dream about having that old, old clock on top of her
fireplace in her house, Susie's sister, Vicky, thinks differemtly, She has
no interest at all in any of her grandmother's things. To her,.they are just
old-fashioned things. When Vicky dreams about tne house she is going to have

when she grows up, she dreams about having brand new furniture and the latest
kind of stove and refrigerator,—_

What do you think about old things? Do you like them like Susie does, or
do you like only new things like Vicky does? If you think like Susie, put your
X intie square, if you think like Vicky, puf your X in the triangle, if you
don't know or think either way is fine, put your X in the circle.

Traditional Ambivalence Modern
(square) (circle) (triangle)
Parish School Girls 4 1 6
Public School Gigls 5 - 4 1
Parish Schaol Boys 3 2 Y
Public S;hool Boys S 4 4

We find tae same kinds of comsiderations in the response to question 9
(Table Thirteen) in dealing with traditional home remedies or modern medicine;

although tha parish and public schoo’ girls are closer together.
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Again, the parish boys seem much more conservative than their public
school counterparts; the differences between the parish and public school

pirls are slight.
TABLE THIRTEEN: QUESTION 9

Billy thinks his grandmother knows just what to do about a cold. She
gives him lots of juice and puts him to bed with lots of blankets. His brother,
Peter, doesn't believe that his grandmotner really knows anything abcut what
to do for a cold. He says when you have a cold vou should go to the doctor and
he can give you some pills or medicine that will really help.

If you think Billy's grandmother has the best way to help, put an X in the
square, If you think pills or medicines will help put an X in the triangle.
1f you don't know or think either way will help, put an X in the circle.

Folk Medicine Arbivalence Modern Medicine
(square) {circle) (triangle)
Parish School Girls 3 7 1
Public School Girls 2 6 2
Parish School Boys 3 1 ) 1
Public School Boys 1 5 7
Conclusions

The number of children of similar French Canadian background were limited;
thus the results can only appear as suggestive rather than conclusive. This
is especially true of the parochial school boys--numbering only five.

At any rate, all of the Franco-American groups showed similarities in
their choices on certain questions: that is, they appeared to like to have
definite goals, plan before acting, and be prepared. They all preferred
parental guidance and control in matters involving discipline. And, they
preferred to keep their emotions under control rather than allowing them to be

expressed in times of.stress,




There were, however, scme differences between the responses of the chil-
dren in the two school systems, Some of those differences could be seen only
in terms of sexual dichotomies, On the question of homework, the public school
Franco-Amedcan girls seemed to be more independent than tne parish school
Franco-American girls, On the other hand, the parish school girls seemed to
approve of planning a party themselves rather than letting the teacher do it
for them, while the public school girls were more ambivalent. And yet, when
it came to a question of important decision making, the parish school Franco-
American boys showed a greater interest in letting the children rather than
the teachers decide than did either the public school boys, parish or public

- school girls, Here, there seems to be a male-female difference between
politics and social events--both the parish schooi Franco-American boys and
girls showing greater interest in peer group collective action i their
respective areas of interest,

In some ways the parish school Franco-American girls appear to be more
modern than their public school counterparts: they are more receptive to
their mothers having careers and less interested in traditions. On the other
hand, the parish schiool Franco-American boys seem more conservative than their
public school counterparts: they are less receptive to career oriented mothers;
more receptive to traditions than the public school boys; and more willing to
accept traditional folk remedies than are the public school boys.

Thus, there appear tc be different rates of acculturation reflected in
these groups., All of the groups tend to be more conservative than their Anglo

Amecican peers, but on some questions the mrish school Franco-American girls,




unexpectedly, appear to be more modlern than their public school counterparts;

on the other hand, the parish school boys are definitely more traditional than
their contemporaries in the public schools. Further studies of social,
cconomic and demographic kinds need to be done to put this apparent abberation

in its proper perspective,
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