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A course curriculum was developed by the faculty of

Mount 8t. Joseph College in order to facilitate an interdisciplinary
approach to education. It evolved from a recognition of the need for
synthesization of knowledge gained py students from study in many
areas. The program was undertaken in the fall of 1971 and has
developed so that courses, institutes, worxshops, and entire major
programs have been initiated on an interdisciplinary plan. Results
have been limited to favorable student/teacher comment,.
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EXCELLENCE IN TEACHER EDUCATION KENTRY
COLLECE OF MOUNT ST. JOSEI'H

INTER-DISCIPLINARY APPROACH TO THACHER PRAPARATION

SUMMARY

The faculty of Mount St. Joseph recognized the need for eliminating fragnen-
tation o . the educational process, Thay began seeking ways to enable studunts %o
achieve a synthesiztion of their areas of study,

The graduation requirements of the college were studied and revised to allow
more elective selections and to increase course time allotments, Ome primary
objective of this action was to increase the possibility of inter-disciplinary
courses,

The education department fsculty investirated the implications for the rrep-
aration of teachers. A need was expressed for future professionals in related
fields to become acquainted with the roles of others and to begin communicatiag
at the undergraduste level. Consequently, seminars were planned in which frtuce
nurses, dietitions, and area specialists participsted together,

Another outcome was the dcv.lopﬁent of methods courses taught by tesms which
include educetion department faculty as well as faculty from other departments,
An example of this is the course "Discovery Approach to Science' in which the biology
department chairman brings scientific expertise and members of the education
departiaent contribute in areas of pedagogy. These courses are open to education
majors in the specific field being covered,

Since it is vital that future teachers have a balance between professional
and general education courses, it wes deemed necessary for plans to be formulated
to incresse the aveilability of inter-disciplinary courses in the liberal arts
sress. Censequently, feculty tesms were forwmed to plan snd implement programe
vhich cross disciplimary lines. An example of this 1a the ceurse in "Eco-ethics”
taught by feculty members from the seciolegy, theelogy, and science depsrtments,




SUMMARY (continued)

The concept of inter-disciplinary courscs hes the whole-hearted support of
administration, faculty, and students, Thearefore, more courses and programs of
this nature are being developed each semester and more students are seeking to

include some of these courses in their total programs,
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EXCELLENCE IN TEACVER EDUCATION ENTRY
COLLECE OF MOUNT ST. JOSETH

INTER-DISCTPLINARY APPROACH TO TEACHER PREPARATION
CASE STUDY

The faculty of the College of Mt, St, Joseph met frequently over a pe-iod
of two years seeking to construct a valid, imaginative, and totally educaticnal
curricular tynthesis, Attention was directed generally to basic principles of
education, and precisely to the liberal arts ~ourses, The guiding priuciples
underlying proposed chaage were:

1. The liberal studies required by this collegs should not

be merel, of scademic disciplines; rather tiiey should
concern the functioning components of our society

as these affect the i1ives and well being of all. Thus
relevance on various levels became a mrjor eriterion
of course and program construction,

2. Within this context, the mind and work of the past
assumes 3 great importance, The humane scholar has
the special obligation and privilege of interpreting
the past to each new generation of men.

3. The present by implication is of paraumvuat importance.
Our curriculum {s an incisive analysis of past and
present, leading the student toward a confident po-
sition in the world,

4. The liberal srts curriculum also looks to the future,
because past and present decisions determine future
movement. Thus the student will hopefully realize

that her dynamic efforts can change future society.




CASE STUDY (coniinued)

5. Artificial departmental lim'ts ouglt not be maintainad
when content suggests otherwise, Therctor: inter-
departmental, team-taught courses are proposed wher-
ever such technique seems helpful,

From this basis the course curriculum was adopted as a vehicle for developing
inter-discirlinary courses and programs. The course curriculum is an academic
degree program defined by a total ot successfully completed courses, préportioned
into liberal education, a major or concentration, and electives, The number of
courses per semester is limited to 4-5 for credit,

The rationale of the course system includes the following:

1. A course cwrriculum deepens the student's academic

experience by allowing her to pursuc fewer areas
in depth rather than scatter her encrgies over six
or seven subjects and feel fragmented or disconnected.

2, Because many of the liberal education courses must
rely on interdepartmental cooperation (in divisional
rather than departaental offerings) it leads the student
to synthesize her knowledge expericnce more readflv,

3. It tends to eliminate academic matter of a i... relevant
nature; at the same time it allows the student more
time to follow specific interests stimulated by the
course coantent.

During the initial planning, course desigu, and implemsntation stages, the
faculty desired a way to provide each studeat with opportunity to attain broad
intellectual formetion through experience in the different ways of knowing provided
by the liberal arts, to develop expertise in a particular area of knowledge, and
to coastruct an academic program designed according to individual needs and inter-

ests which builds upon the student'’s previous academic experience.



CASE STUDY (continued)

Accordingly the facul:y of the Ccllegn has provided that each stud-nt should
take approximately one-third of the coursework in the liberal arts distributea
proportionately among the:: four divisions:

1. Theology-Philosophy -- because they provide insight

into man's search for meaning and the reason for his
eristence,

2, Numanities -- bacause they enhance cur understanding
of human experieance and our apprec! .tion of the forms
~»{ aesthetic expression.,

2, History-Social Sciences -- because they provide a
perspective on the development of the human person,
society, and culture,

4, Natural Sciences-Mathematics -- becuuse cheir maethods
contribute to our knowledge of the world around us
and are of great significance in contemporary culture,

Within this framework, the student and the faculty adviser determine the
courses vhich will lay the foundation for s liberal education, The completion
of this coursework is the beginning or foundation of a liberal education to be
furthier developed both within the major field and by the thoughtful choice of
electives.

As A result of concentrated efforts of all depertments working together,
the present college curriculum now contains many courses of an inter-disciplinary
nature. The following course descriptions are selected examples of the inter-
disciplinary approach as applied to teacher preparation.

Course: Techniques of Discovery

Instructors: Mr, Schutzius -- English Department

Sr. Martha Glockner -- Philosophy

Course Description:

The course includes the study of foimal logic, 1.e., processes

Q of inference, induction, and fallacies; and the study of discovery




CASE STUDY Course Description (continued)

techniques useful for subjects and problems which in-
volve hunan agencics and contingencies and which are
thercfore not capable of being completely dealt with by
the procedures of formerl logic. Such discovery tech-
niques are konown as heuristic models, I.e., & series
of questions or prescribed intellectual procedures
which produce provisional answers or provisional
lines of development., The effect of a hcuristic
is to cause one to focus on a subject or problem
multi-dimensionally, This increases ones understanding
both of the subject or prohlem at '.ond und of the way
others might see the same subject o- problem. Hence,
heuristic procedures are useful both for generating
informatior and provisional approaches and for analy-
zing a potential audiences position of a given 1issue,
Course: Change through Visual Medis
Instructors; Mr. Gutting ~- Theater Department
Mr. Schutzius -- English Department
Course Description:
A practical workshop in the production and use of 16 mm
film and video-tape. Utilizing cameras, video-tape
recorders, microphones, and wonitors; participants
have the opportunity to lesrn skills needed to produce
a one-half inch video tape or sixtien mm. film from
original conception to presentation, including research,
shooting, editing, playback, and fecdback. Lectures
and demonstrations will preceed organization into
production groups. Guest experts in selected production
areas are invited for clessroom discussion of the actual

ERIC production problems of students.




CASE STUDY COURSE3: (continued)

Ccurse: The Discovery Approach in scicuce
Instructors: Sr. faui. =-- blology vepar.ac:it
Mrs. Lane -- Education Department
Miss Wuggoner -- Educstion Department
Course Description:
Ir answer to the recuest of several junior elementary
educatlon majors s new half-course fesred to assisting
elementary education and secondary science majors in
learning how to present science effectively., It con-
sists of selected science topics prosented using a

process approach,

Course: Student Teaching Seminar
Instructors: Education Department Nembers
Guest Lecturers
Course Description:
This course is wmainly topics relsted to nursing
and teaching. The students are majors of professional
fields, The subject titles and lecturers are listed
below:
Title: Non-graded and Open School
Guest Lecturer: Sy. Marilyn Joseph and 5r. Cecilia
Title: Evaluation as a part of the Teaching-Learing Process
Guest Lecturer: Part I Sr. Bsrbara Geoghegan
Title: Evaluation Part I1 Sr. Barbara Geoghegan
Title: The Administrator and the Beginning Teacher
Guest Lacturer: Mr, William Loughery
Title: Hamilton County Diagnoetic Staff -- Part 1
Title: Hamilton County Diagnostic Staff -- Part II
Title: Placement Services

Guest Lecturer: Sr. Angels Mery -- Director of Placement Otfice,



CASE STUDY Subject Titles, Lecturers (continued)

Title: The Teacher and Multj-Media
Guest Lecturer: Mr, Roger Fransecky -- Director of the liulti-Media Center, U,of (
Title: Pupil Personnel Services

Guest 'ecturer: Mr. Donald T. Yester -- Director P-P Services
Northwest School District

Title: Job Interview

Guest Lecturer: Mr, Forest Orcbaugh -- Personnel Director,
Cincinneti Public Schools

Enclosed with this report are brochures of two institutes which have an
inter~disciplinary format using guest lecturers. They are the Ecwienicali Institute

on Religious Education and Puturology Institute.

The Education department expects that our student-teachers will realisze
these objectives. L

l. To prepare a basically wel)-educated individual who
is able to synthesize all components of her liberal
arts education with her profession 1l preparation,

2. To heip to develop prospective teachers who heve the
conceptual background to call upon when solving prob-
lewms relating to their role as professional educators
with other professionals in soctety,

3. To prepare the professionally competent individual
who is aware of her role as a teacher and also aware
of the inter-relationship of her roie to other pro-~
fessionals

4. To prepare a professionally competgnt prospective teacher
vho has developed the competence necessary for vorking
with and relating to differentiated personnel in the

school system.




UbJLTIVLS (continued)

e To sssiat prospective teacli:rs (n :xperienclng st the

coiLlege level tes.-tcachin, ss one claiue, for rec:-
fiiing their teaching role in the schaol systea.

The persorael involved in this program imcluded foculty frem all divisiouns
of Lhe ccllege rrogram, la eddition to this sel.cted guost lecturers were utliiszed,
Specitfic oxswples of these personnel are foun. in the progrem deacription,

One of the advantages of this program vis that the inter-disciplinary courses
vere developed by the cooperating departments snd, therefore, éid met cequire
additionsl muney. °Eich Jdejartment shared th.e finsacial butden of develeopusat ond
iaplemsntation of the inter-disciplinary apyproach to tescher education,

Evaivation and {eed-back to date has bu::.x linited to statemsants from (o per-
atiag School persounel and student teachers, ‘he Cooporating Tescher'’s evalustiea
of the student teacher has frequently finclui-. staterents asttesting to the fndi-
vidusls cammend of her owvm subject watte nderateanding of flelds other thea
her oW, Our secendary teachers are fr-qua.. . loyed by sghenle because they
hove taie inter-diaciplinary backgreund. 1hese scheols fiad this baskgreund very
weful {a develeopiag humentistic curriculums, It is the intention of the Bdusatics
Sepertment to decumen, this program further by the use of on adepted Allpore-
Verasn-Liandsey Scale of Values ond the Purdue Student-Tessher Opintensizre. 1Ia
odéigtion plans ave belng made with the Personnel Director of ene oschool system ¢o
iaplonsat further evelustion of cur gredustes ewpiged by that distriet.

The (nter-diseiplinacy appresch to edusstion contridutes to the faprevemset
of tossher edusation becsuse 1t provides & pregren thet will divect the prespective
teacher (ato & course of preparstion thet ensdles her to dovelop cortain compema-
cles, These inslude the awerenses of the vericus reles she aust 000ums 1ia s present
and future oricnted school systen, the sdility tevwerk offestivelp with a wide venge
of humsa (ndividusis, and the bochgreund to operste 0 a claseresn reseusde poveen,
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EXCELLENCE IN TEACUMER EQUCATION DNTRY
COLLECT OF MOUNT ST, JOSKPN

INTER-DISCTIPLINARY APPROACH TO TEACHAR PREPARATION

ARSTIMECT
A course curriculum wae developed by the facsulty of )ount St. Jese: |lege

ia evder to focilitate an inter-disciplinary appresch te edusstion. It evelved
frem & vecognition of the need fer syanthesisation of kasvwiedge gained by students
frem study in weny aress. The pregren we undertahen ia the fall of 1971 ead hee
doveloped 00 thet courses, iastitutes, worhsheopo, and entire ms jor pregrams heve
boon faitisted on an inger-disciplinery plaa, The education majers gain insights
fate their mwm oubjest arcas 20 they relate to ether ficlds, The future prespects
fer further dovelopment of the fater-dicciplinary appresch are sssured by the
enthusioon of esduinistration, fasulty, end studeats,



