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ABRSTRACT

Basic steps in planning outdoor education day camping
programs are outlined to assist and to serve as a planning guide for
teachers. Day camping programs are defined as usually consisting of
an outdoor grade level environmental activity which provides all
students within a particular grade the oprortunity to be exposed to
outdoor environmental learning experiences. The program planning is
discussed in terms of (1} the organizational process: determining the
curriculum content for the day camping program, incorporating a
multi-disciplinary approach to program planning, and implementing the
instructional program and schedule within a structured time period;
(2) the orientation programs; and (3) the school policy. In the
concluding comments it is stated vhat the day camping experiences
provide the student with a greater appreciation and understanding of
the local environmental problems that are in existence closer to
home. An 11-item bibliography is provided. (FF)
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DAY-CAMPING PROGRAM Wy
PREFACE

"Basic Steps in Planning Outdoor Education Day Camping Programs",
preposes in this brief {orm, to define, assist and serve as a planning
guide for teachers who for the first time will become involved in this phase

of the environmental education program.

Basicaliy, the question of what constitutes a day-camping program
and in what form should such a program be organized and administered, poses

a definite problem to many classroom teachers and curriculum coordinators.

It is for this reaser that this basic quide came i~% being.

Harry C. Thompson
Director - BOCES
Qutdoor ELducation Program

L1970




BASIC STEPS IN PLANNING
OUTDOOR LDUCATION -
DAY-CAMPING PROGRAMS

SCHOOL DAY-CAMPING DEFINED

Day-camping programs usually consist of an outdoor grade level
environmental activity which provides all students within a particular
grade, the opportunity to be exposed to- outdoor envirormental learning
experiences, (lasses are held at one or more outdoor environmental areas
and the number of outdoor sessions will be determined by the size of the
grade involved in the program. The number of students or classrooms
which will participate ir each outdoor session depends upon the following:

" Size of the environmentel area to be used.

The availabie naturai instructional resources existing

in the area.

The convenience by which numbers ¢ teachers cam be

made available for the outdoor promranm at any cne time.

Desired student group s-ze for efSiciznt instruction.
ORGANIZATIONAL PROCESS

DETERMINING CURRICULUM CONTENT FOR DAY-CAMPING PROGRAM -MULTI

DISCIPL INARY APPROACH ‘

The classroom teachers and students cooperatively plan and identify
the subject matter which is to be contained in the course content. Subject
matter that can best be taught and learned in the out of doors in the areas
of ecology, geology, aquatic science, anthropology and astronomy, should be
identified and placed within the proposed curriculum pragram. The most
important and necessary prerequisite required of fhe classroom teachers and

other participating staff personnel, is the visitation to the. environmental
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grea prior tn the pre-plaonning sessions., & visitetinn te the proposed outdoor
site provides the teacher with s first hand observation of the existing natural
resgurces and other iastructional and orgenizationzl possibilities avaiiable.
1t further assists in familiarizing the teacher with.the ceodgraphical
position of the site which is necessary for efficient planning.

The Classroom teachers while invelved in the process of determining
curricwium content, should when ever necessary, scek out the services of
other school staff personnel who can contribute fo the development of the
curriculum. (Curriculum specialists, science coordinators and department
chairmen),

Instructional and learning situations can only be meaningful to
the student if they relate directly to the curriculum and to the educa®-r
needs and interests of tne sarticipants, For this reas n, it s importzat
to provide for student partizization in the tote1 planni g process.

MULTI-DISCIPLINARY AFPRCACH TG PROGRAM FILANNING

Many day-camping schinol sianning grouns have incornorated into
their envivonmentic® uryicuiun programs the rulti-disciplinary zoproach.
Academic disciplines such as mathematics, art, social studies and music
become an integral part of the curriculum, especially structured for Tearning
experiences in the out of doors. The inclusion of the multi-disciplinary
aspect into the environmental curriculum provides enrichment and diversity to
the over a]i.program. The broader and more diversified the day camping
program tends to become, the oreater the appeal to a 1arger number of students
and their educational interests.

No better resources exist for those interested in the subject of art,
than the out of doors. As a result of the use of adapted mathematical techniques
to environmental teaching, the height of trees can be determined and the

distance between mountain tops can be e asured ~ Music in the out-of-doors is
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a natural and can be applied in many impressive ways. Many academic
disciplines can be adapted for instruction in the cut-of-doors.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM AND SCHEDULE
AITHIN A STRUCTURED TIME PERIOD

Fo]lowihg the completion of the planned curriculum course in
environmental education, it is important to select outdoor sites and areas
which contain the required resources for the implementation of the
instructional program. Because of the need for a diversified number of
natural resources for teaching purposes, a multiple number of areas may have
to be considered from the stand point of their availabis resources; For
example, to teach aquatic or marine sci-ce, a «ater loczzion is needed,
Wowever, an ocean, beach or pond site m:  not contain the natural resources
for instructiom in other areas of phasec .7 the -urriculum. It is advantageous
to locafe a site which contains within iz confinasz, a ~ylZirle number of available
natural resourzes.

Each r=zsource site (fizld e:xiacy. forest =cole  amrric and
marine sciesnze, etc ) within an envivonmencal area can be considered and used
as a teaching station, areund which groups of students rotate during the
instructional pre:ady. “eehing stations involving program subjects other
than those rejati.. . .o’ science, can be established at other convenient
and appropriate sit ., within the environmental area. Teaching stations are
identified with the subjecf of instruction at the particular station.

A comprehensive deily time schedule should include allotted time
periods for every activity or subject which occurs during the visitation
to the environmental area. Time allotments which relate to the instructional
periods should be great enough in number so that it is possible for every
student to receive instruction at each of the established teaching stations

duringithe course of the day. Time allotments also have to be scheduled for
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HGA= T LHUCL Ol gulIVicies, suCit @5 L2 Tunch period and a time needed
for clean up of the area and preparation jor the return trip to school. It
will be necéssary for each student-section within the total group, to have
its own specific time schedule to follcw during the course cf the day.

Each member of the instructions?

W

taff as well as any supervisory
-personne} should have definite assignments and responsibilities for whichr
they are accountable. The instructional staff is zssigned to those teaching
stations for which they are best aualified and know?edéan?e. Iﬂgghe event

<

that 1t i~ impossibia ¢ men a iec ing station because o - tack of know-

ledgeable personnel in that parfic. v instructionsl ares, o litienal staff
assistance should be  ught from o0 - levels or departian . Within they

school system. There +5 usualiy a »-uith of irsuructiors] T.oient rejated l

U MesT educational feids within @ 47 tpierg’ arafecaiia) swreoL this talent

snould te solicited and made av + . o implass Nt an asnot v sagvriTipating
G camring cmaff with ©oeir ingTruft: nal assignments. An efficiently p]anneq

assignment schedule for the teaching staff, determines to a great extent the
value of the instructional phase of the over-all day camping program.

ORIENTATION PROGRAMS

There are three phases of orientation and planning associated with most \
educational projects. These important planning phases are identified as the pre-
planning, the experience at the day-camping area and the post p?ann1ng periods. \
The degree of success to which the project m}éht result, depends upon the
thoroughness of the planning and orientation program, particularly, the initial
pre-planning stage. Every facet of the program should be covered in detail
during the pre-planning sessions. Student committees must be formed and assigned
specific responsibilities that relate to the organization and conduct of the
trip. Details and plans for the operation.of non-instructional activities should

be cafefu11y checked. The matter of Tunch and its preparation, akrangements for -
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Evaluative information and data showid be Sorihcomins From all
individuals, includirg parents. who are involved in any wav with the day-
camping program.- Evaluatisn guestiornaire forms and tests are appropriative
for use in the post-nleaning ghase in addition to the use of the interview
and theme writing techniaue. FEvaluation tests and forms are more appropriaté
if developed and formulated to meet the local situation and needs. It is only
as a result of a documentad evaluation proaram that the true value of the
day-camping progrin car be determinec insc¥ar as the indisidusl student
participant 15 concerned.

SCHOOL POLICY DAY-CAMPING £ROGRAN

Many problems arz eliminatea if aot solved as o resuls of 2 sound and
thorough policy prograw which relates directiv %o the canduct of students
participating in the wav-camping prograr  3School sponcorad rolicies can be

identified as rules and reguiations and or procedures which guide the actions

7

and attitudec of students while iaveived in the several phases of the outdoor
program. Reguleticns governing the care and respect of the natural resources
and ecoiogy of the area, procedures for keeping the area clean and free of litter,
rules and regutations which protect the student from physical injury or harm
while in the out-of-doors are most important and essential. Suggested guides
which deal with inter-group courtesies make for a more pleasant and meaningfu?
experience and contribute greatly to the human relationship values of the program,
Suggestions and orocedures governing the building and extinguishing of cooking
fires should be included in the pre-trip planning sessions. Any other policies,
guggestions or regulations that wiil make for a more efficient, safe and educational
experience are beneficial and flecessary.
COMMENTS

The day-camping activizies serve %n a dual capacity to the implementation

of a comprehensive school environmental program. In many situations, this type
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of class level program is considered as an intermediate step between the
visitations to local school environmental sites or the conventional field
trip and the resident camping experience. Secondly, the financial responsibility
or expense for the day-camping procram is of a much lesser consideration than
for cther environmental projects,

Furthermore, the day-camping experience in most cases, nrovides
the student with a greater appreciation and understanding of the more local
environmental probiems that are in existence, closer to home. It cerves as
3 very worthwhile basic technigue for instilling within the mind of the student

the necessary interest and concern for his or her environment.
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