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ABSTRACT

" American Indian Education has been built upon the
premise that the Indian had a great deal to learn from the white man
and that the white man represented the highest level of achievement
that mankind had reached in the evolutionary process. Education is
supposed to teach the Indian respect for law and order while he
witches the law being violated before his eyes. The Indian is taught
to revere knowledge while he watches incompetents achieve the most
startling success. He is taught to expect an equal opportunity while
he knows that he will be denied that opportunity because of his race.
If Indian education is to succeed in the tribal setting, the
communities must become, as they were in the past, the producers of
education. The way to initiate this change is to work on the content
of education and not on the techniques and procedures of education.
- The study of tribal customs must be initiated, and they must be
taught in school on an equal basis with other academic subjects,
Indians must have basic courses in reading, writing, and arithmetic
to serve as tools for the real educational experience of learning the
traditions, customs, and beliefs of the tribal ccmmunity. That
communities produce educational experiences, educational training
does not produce communities is a basic thesis to which the community
Colleges are making a significant contribution by providing centers
for an ongoing cultural life. (FF)
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HOW DOWS A NATITVE AERTICAND
LEAL WITH SucCThTY 2

onc of the assumptions of the American oducational system is
that it prepares individuals to live in socioty, The thoory of cdu-
cation apwpears to be that if every individual receives an adequate
preparation in the basic facts of western man's existence he or she
can thereafter fuﬁction as a useful and law-abiding citizon of the
nation. The belief in education as the basis for a democracy has been
a favorite thesis throughouvt the centuries of American existence and
the free public school has heen a tangible doemonstration of this.
belicf.

As one looks around American society todav, however, +the cld
belief in the saving virtue of Cducation is badly shaken, The smartest
and bast educated men are busy stealing from each other. The federal
government is for sale to the highest bhidder, And the corporate mind
with its carrot stick of profit swinging cayly before it wanders down
the road of sccial and ecological destruction watching its television
cecnrercials convince it that all is well. The informed citizenry, tne
beneficiaries of the free public education, remain locked in a prafound
ignorancé-and could care less. Even the language has becqme so corrupted
as to be meaninglegs. No public official tells lies anymore, he gimply
has a credibility gap. People aré not nurdered, they are wasted, or in
Ehe case 5f the CIA, terminated under extreme circumstances.

In such a society it goes without saying that the best learned
s ' .

\ . A
lessong’ are not those of the classrcom but those of the political caur.

cus. Unless one can find salvation in the political machinations of

his group he can hardly find salvation at all. As.a result we have
not only the manipulations of corporations and « political parties but
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every facet of hméri'an soclal existence 1s now determined by power
vhich ig excrcised with contemnnt toward anyone who guestions its usc.

Such a state of affairs should not bq unexpected. The very basis
of Amcrican cducational thcory’lacks moral and cthical content., It does
not speak of the relationshins between people and between groups of
peeple. It merely provides sufficient tools for individuals to use
to climb the ladder of social, cconomic, acadenmic, military, and in-
tellectual pyramids witheut regard to the means used to achieve the
ends desired by the individual. Little can be said about the way thinags
ought to he., Social sciences can simply describe the manner in which
they appear to coperate given the conditions under which they arise.

In this whirlpool 6f'disorder Indiaﬁ education is supposed to
orient Indian children to the mvsteries of the world of the white man.
It is supposed to teach him respect for law and order while he watches
the law being blatantly violated before his eves. He is taught to
revere knowledge while he watches incompetents achieve the most startl-
ing success. He is taught to ecxpect an equal opportunity while heknrows
thet he will be denied that opportunity because of his race. And the
major task of Indian education, if we listen to the multitude of peonle
now engaged in its mysteries, is to reduce the drop-out rate which
translates, keep them in school longer and feed them more lies.

Indian education has been built -upon the premise that the Indian
had a great deal to ledrn from the white man and that the white man
represented the highest level of achievement that wankind had reached

in the evolutionary process. The white man's religion was the best,

his economics were superior to any that had been discovered, his sense

of justice was the keenest, his knowledge of historv the greatest..

The Indian's task was to-consume the little bits and pieces of the

’

white man's world in the expectation that some day he would become
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as r;x;m't as the whi.tc: man, The totality of the white man's hinowloedge
was supposed Lo be the unfolding of the wiacdom of the ages that had_
been painfully abgumulatcd by the scries of brilliant men that preceded
him.

In the old treaﬁy*signing days many Indians came to feel that
perhdpsvthis supcrior knowledge gave the white man his right to do
what he did, Bows and arrows were uﬁeless against guns. Ponies could
not outrun trains. Iron kettles were sunerior to earthen pots and
hides. So the education provisions were written into the treatics and
from tribe td tribe the peovle began to slowly change their ways to
conform to £he white man's way of doing things. The expectation that
onc day the fuzzy picture would clear and the Indian would stand as
equal to the white man grew over the generations., Today when we are
asked what our problems are, we continue to reflect thié ancient helicef.

"Give us more education," we cry, "and we can bccome self-sufficient”.

But there is a real question that we have failed to examine when

“we talk about education as one of the answers to our problems. What is

cducation? What is it that we must learn if we are to adjust to the
type of society in which we find ourselves? To answer this question

we must probe back into the beginnings of the western mind and discover,

if possible, the basis for advocating the free public education. I

belleve that we caﬁ find at least part of our answer in the influence

of the Christian religion on the Qestorn mind. That religion has taught
the westerners how to think about society} the world, and the individual
person and it has given the western societies the confidence in them-
selves fo that they either refuse to examine thelr premises or they.

see no need to go intsc what they would consider fundaméntal truths

off the nature of the world.
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The westoern nind s dependent unon two types of thought, Grook

and Hebrew, which have intertwined together to form the Christian

t

scheme of thinas as 1t has been brought to this country. CGreeck philo~
sophy traditionally emphasized the pursuit of knowlodge'by the in-
dividual who reccived a diyine call to seek knowledyge. Socrates, Plato,
and Ariétotle all made efforts to elaborate a basic theory of the world
in which the concentration of -the individual was on revealing the true
nature of thé world - the search for ultimate réality.lWestcrn scignee
has inherited the Creek tendenéy to classify and categorize the facts
of existence into systematic fields of knowledge. Behind tﬁis tendency
is the idea that by knowing all of the facts of existence an individual
caﬁ achieve the wisdom necessary to understand himself and his society.
¥hen the Platonic philesophy -was put into effect in Syracusc it turned
out to he a disaster. |

The other aspect of western thought is the Christian cmphasis
on individual salvation. The message of the early Christian church and
the message of many right wing Christians’foday is ﬁhat the individual
can be saved from the evils of the world by unc;iﬁical acceptance of
the facts of the Christian religion. Ry affirming belief in the data
compiled about Jesus of Mazareth a Christian is "saved” from whatever
demons inherit and inhabit the.earth. Mot only in this philosophy
completely divorced from the realities of thevworld, it does not take
into account the inter-workings of groups of men as they form the
small communities in which they live. Inherent in the Christian religion
is the idea that if every-individual‘behaves accoraing to the bhest of
his ability the conglomerate of individuals who form a society at any
one time will act morally and éthically towards one another and towards.
the other societies with which they have contact.
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A great deal of the thinking of present day educatbré still
dcpenas upon the Creck-Christian assumptions concerning the nature
of man and the world he lives in. A great deal of the academic pur-
suit in American universities dces not concern the problom of an in-
dividual acting in a socicty as it does simply measuring the events
of that society. fhe assumption that an individual, given sufficient
data concerniiag the world, aﬁd having a purity of heart towards the
subject matter Le is asked to consume, will become a useful member
of socicty ;emdins the hasic thesis_behind public education.

The western mind has never guestioned the fact that human Seings
appear to.act differently in groups than they do when acting as soli-
tary individuals. Nor has it ever found that solitary individual who
acts in the manner which western thinkidg projects. Man is alsd found
in groups of peorle and to find a solitary individual one would ha&e
ﬁo travel to the far corners of the earth and discOver a hermit, one
who had given up all reletionships with the outside world. Such a
person would naturally have few ethical or moral dilemmas sincc such
guestions arise in conjunction with the'nérmal centact with people.

When this attitude toward knowledge is made the chief factor
in determining theée nature of education we haQe a phenomenon in which
the facts of theé world are taught without regard to the relationships
which they share one with another. Thus we learn about the nature of
poiiticsj the nature qf economics, the nature of sociology, and the
nature of anthropology, yet we are not told and are incamable of learning
whether or not these fields have any relationship w!th each other.
Western education does not concern itself with rélationships, only

‘with facts. It assumes, with no basis for doing so, that the relationship®:
o '
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will work themselves out in some kind of divine pre-established bar-
mmny..The nresent state of American society testifies to the fact thnt‘
such a nfo«astablimhed harnmony docs not and cannot cxist whenever a
signifjcant nurber of individuals are involved.

The assumption.that’peoplé become qgood and useful citizens or
that they are capable of eﬁrninq a living or making a contribution
to the collection of knowledae Ly cohsuming a sufficient numbef.of
facts is not only ill-founded, it precludes any search for the real
maning of things. At best it produces a short term type of logic which
we have seen in Catch-22, in the rhetoric of the Viet Nam war, and in
the variocus assumptions that are made daily in society. We feel that
President Nixon did'not-knoﬁ about Watergate'because we have been
taught that Presidents do ac£ that way. And that is the only basis for
our belief - we have been taught certain probositions to be true and
we have little critical apparatus to refute our beliefs.

The strucgles of the sixties over new concepts of social justice
have been largely waged on the basis of the old logics which were part
and parcel of the western educational system. Integration, for example,
meant that everyone had .to be th~ same but the failure to define what
that same was meant the eventual doﬁnfall of the theory of integration.
And it_was_people within the'black community who, upon the passage of
thé Civil Richts legislation to esgtablish equality, awoke to find them-
selves still black, still bound to the.ghettosg and still discriminated
against. The'assumption with the Civil Rights movement was tﬁat by forcing
people to respec£ the Civil Rights laws equality could be achieved. It
was a simple matter to simply by-pass these laws and establish new:
relationships of radigm more sophisticated than before which returned
many of the sﬁme behavioral patterns to the way that the white majority

O

vfﬂ{U:‘ wished them to be.
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" american sccicty has been based upon the strong and mystical
belief in the salvation of the individual citizen., and while there
wvere few people this belief had some_validity}.whon the mid-vaestern
‘cities were small citics of less than 50,000 it was possible to grade
the opportunitics and efforts for self-government according to the
peculiaritics'éf the city. MNow they arc apProachinq a half million
or morc and they have inherited all those problems which were formerly
considered to be mental diceescs of the eastern establishment. The
rquéd individualism of the old America has been replaced with the
large corporate conglomerate. The old family grocery store, gas station,
farm, or businass has fallen victiﬁ to the intrusions of the corporatiop.
The distribution system of the nation has made it impossiblé for a
single business or family to survive as a unit. The communications
media has acted to homogenize us to certain beliefs and ways of thinking

whichh create in us a "herd" instinct for survival far different than

‘that in which we are taught to believe.

Perhaps the chief proof of.the value of the old individualism
was the abiiity of the gystem to point out the individuals which it
had produced as an indication of its truth. As we have secn, those
that the system has produced in recent years are hardly fit to be
applauded‘if we have any sense of cthies or morals left. The old ability

to point at successful individuals was based upon an avareness of the
p !

' past and the perpetuation of a tradition of "what made America great".

But people are having an increasingly difficult time findingvAmeriCan.
greatness today. Instead. the cyhicism and despair on every side, in

the liberal community aé well as the conservative community, would
indicéte that the ideal conception_of American-histbrf as the unbeatable
march of progress has been large debunked. |

The Justification for the displaciweno of the American Iandian, as
J ( } I .
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dovelopad in Anerican history courses wen® right along with the old
belief in progress and‘rugged individunli=sm. Indians had to bo replaced,
the belief went, beocause it was necessuary to create the great soclety
of which we are the bcneficiuricé. put today with an incrcasing awarcenosd
of poverty, racism, ecological disaster, and political corruption, it
is no longer poSsible to justify any actions teren by the hmcrican
social or political system. And it is not possihiz to justify them to
even those Americans who still believe the old myths.

k]

History, for the Ameiican society, has vanished. It has been ya-
placed with a timeless and mindless wanderind. Pebple are looking Lo ;
the educational system to retrieve them from the senuvc of disaster
which they feel and the cducational system tightens its belt and starts
to guather even more data on the stéte of society in effect increasing
the sense of hopelessness and lost whicﬁ people feel. Progress has
reversed itself and even‘thé advertisements tell us that the il.ccmpanieﬁ
and auto manufacturers are trying to reverse their destructive impact
on American life. By lessening the amount of desﬁruétion on our lives
these corporations proclaim that they are making progress. We can thus
peasure progress by measuring how little damace we contiaue to do, not
how many creative things are accomplishedg

Withih this general feeling of socigl confusion a number of
ideas have been advanaed which give hove to those keen enough to per-
ceive them. The trendé in recenﬁ court decisions has been to emphasire
the intércst of society cver and against the interests of the private
corporation or the state in develbping its plans. Civil Rights cases
are more frequently framed'in terms of class actions rather than in

seeking redress for individuals. Justice William O. Douglas' disscont

in the casc of Sierxa Club., v. Morton cven raises the question of

‘E T}r whether a nature feature such as a canyon can have leyal standing to
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protect itrelf against exploitation from develapers. Thesc ideas are
relatively new and ﬁho concern of the loqai procescas and the people
who work in them Lo give groups of people and cven natural landmarks

a status in the cyes of the law would indicate that a whiole new con-
ception of the world is being forced into being whether the old belicfs
wish it or not.

What Qe are sceing in the field of law with the development of
public interest law firms, class actions, and ecological sults is the
shift in emphasic on the absolute rights of the individual and his
use of the property he owns to an emphasis on the values and concerns
of arouns of people. Perhaps no better example can bg made than thao

recent cage involving the education of the Amish children in Cisconsin.

“In the case Yeder V.‘Sﬁate which was decided in the Supreme Court in
1271, the state of K:sconmln arqgued that i1t was the hest custodian
of Lhe morals and values of society and that the Amish had to bow to
thw wishes, wizdom, and policies of}the.state board of education and
allow Lhcwr children to be educated in the public schools.

The Supreme Court peinted out, to the great eruarr*;smcnt of

the state

~

of Wisconsin, that the tradifions. customs, and beliefs of

the aAwmish, when consistently followed produced‘a‘society in which-
btoren ma*tlngO%, juvenile delinguency, poverty and crime were virtually
unknown., When the Amish record wis balanced against that of Wisconsin

it became apparent that the values of the Amish were far superior to
thoge of the state of Wisconsin. This important case set the precedent
thaﬁ where a group has peculiar belicfs, traditions and customs and

it can show beyond a doubt that itS’way of life is superior to that

of the surrounding'society, and that it consistently practices its
customs with beneficial results, the state cannot use its powers ovaer

Q : -

B ‘ individuals to force members of +h- syt s e . . .. .
Lg;g; cen ]b“F” of that community to accept its institubions
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The parellel here with the tribal commonitic: is chvions, Tf

we o conld show that our customs, traditions, and belicfs were a vital

Fh

part of ouvr community life and had the effcct of reducing or ¢liminating

)
L

the statistics of poverty and fallurs which vresently characterizo thon
Qe could remove oursclves from the effect of the socicly avound uc.
Perhaps the chief difference betwoen Indian communities and the Anish

is that for a century we have been-daniced the richt to practice our
cusztomns and £raulblon ch have not kent them alive and have nob used
them to hold cur communitics together. They do not have much jplace in
our lives todav snd are too often regarded &s relics of tho pa-~. Tiws
we are trappoed inte being the recipients of the American educational
system because we have failed or been denied ﬁhe right to live according

to our own dictates.

|"

Another development in the legal field of arest importance is

o

the emerging scnse of justice which seeks to create the idea of com-
pensaLion for crimes rather than retribution. The traditional scnse of
justice in the western tradition is the 0ld Testament idea of an "eye

for an eye". This conéept is just short of savagery yet it has béﬁﬁ

the fav011t0 concept of Protestant America which has had .a najor influ LN
in the interpretation of law and the developmant of penalties for criminal

law. "nrha as important and intimately related tc the penalty nature

23]
o]

of Criminal law is the recent abolishment of the death penalty. We sco
the spectacle of the conservatives trying desperately to re-instate
the death penalty in spite of the overwhelming testimony of experts thatl

4

i1t does not deter murder. The conscrvatives are willing that a feow
innocent people be killed so ong as they can kill those they are
certain are guilty of murder. Such an attitude is even pre-0ld Testament

since even God was willing to spare Sodom and Gomorrah for the presence.

RIC
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of ten rightrous men.

Lo ocapital punighwent has fallen, even if only terperarily, <o
compensaticn for the victinm of crimes is becoming an important aupect
of criminal law. Criminal law had develeped as a mweans of the otatoe
ﬁrotectfng the property of individual citizens There was no attempt
to force corgensation to the victius of 2 crime by the state. A victin
could sue in civil court if he had the neans. But in general the tendency
was to usc the laws and institutions of the state to nunish the per-
petrator of the crime while loaviﬁg the victinm uncompoensated. Todoey the
1dca of conwensation for the victim has been discussed in Congress and
in several states and numerous propesals have been introduced to make
corpensation a chief part of the criminal law on both the state and
federal levels,

These ideas are ndt, as we have scen, a part of the westorn
tradition of law. The idea of spreading the loss of a crime over the
members of a society ié not a westoern idea where every man is responsi-
ble for higs crimeg and only for his crimes, Western nations had no idea
of the corporate nature of scciety and hence to develop a criminal
law in which thé corporate nature of guilt and responsibility was recog-

ized was far beyond the ability of western men to comprehend. Thesc
ideas are basically derived from the tribal conceptions of socict ty. In
a great many tribes retribution for murder was the last Step’in the
process of settling the criminal nature of murder. More often than
not the family of the murdered person would adopt the murderer and the
murderer had to becorme a member of the family to replace the person he

{

had killed. The idea behind this tradition was that scciety had suffered

enoudgh by the loss of one of its members, Killing in vengoeanea would

only compcound the erime against the society over and above the crime
O

[]{U: against the family or the victim.
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Companrsation for lesser crimes was a way of life in nearly cverny

Aid not make sense to Indians to jail a percon for

Indian tribe °F
infrina T the tribe's customs. Tt was sufficient punichmont
for the be known and for the tris family, clan, or band to

know albout the cxiise. The duty under the laws of meny tribes was for

[y

the relaetives of the crininal to compensate the family of the viclim
or the victim for the rash act of the criminal. It would bo even more
accurate to gpeak of transgressor since the very conception of the

criminal is forecign to the custorne of most tribes,
!

it least in the field of law when we speak of the differences

between Indian customs and the laws of the white man we arc speaking o

two different systems of thought and what we are sceoing at Lhe present
tirne is the breakdown of all the concents which the white man has and
the gradual substitution of the old Indian concepts in their nlace.
The old theory of punishment and indivicdual richts is being replaced
by thg concern for and the acknowledgmant of the whole social order.
In thisvfield the rglationships between the parts of the society ane
becoming more important than the respective entities which serve to
comhosa that society. We see a shift from factual law toO relationshin
law ahd.thc ewmphasis is becoming more of & concern for the totality of
society and not for its individual parts. The tribal customs which were
dcbunked as primitive are going to be seen ag more sophisticatnd than
anyone imagined and the ficld of law will in the futurc be Indianized
rather than civilized becuuse the conception of civilization has becong
to primitive for modern socicty.

In the field of.ccopomics a major broeakthrough is being discussed.
ft is the guavantecd annual income. The idea has had suﬁmort from hoth

conservatives and liberals although thoy differ in both ideology and
2 Y h
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‘J'.n the moanner in which they intend to carry the vrogram oat, In the
last élcctioh thin intempcraﬁa'rcma:ks cf Huhbort Hunphfcy,and GCroroge
HeGovern in the California primary sidetraclked the idea of the vunranteod.
anpual irncome when Humuhrey hogan to malle cutraveous claims thdt the
MeGovern idea would bankrupt the nation. Yet the idea has substaﬁtial
merit when one considers thot at every lovel of existence there are
stbsidies made available to parts of the societv by wovernmeni programs.
Corporations get tax breaks, small companies get speclal tax rates,
individuals get a variety of subsidies from guaranteed hanking undar
the Pederal Depositvlnsuxance Corporation to the Federal Houging Authority
whichisuppoxts their thirty uvear mortvages. Postage 1s subsidized, food
is subsidized, aiflines are -subsidized, Everyone is subsidized.
It remains but a step forward at some future date when the nature
of subsidy is finally accopted by both likerals and conservatives and
the guaranteed annual income is made a pars of-the_generai social pro-
gram.of the federal qovernment. At that point we-will have gotten far
avay from the old conservative and Christian idea that God looks out
for *hose that help themselves. This theory incorporated itself into
the western viewpolnt during the davs of the post-Reformation period
shen affluence was considared a divine sign that the individuval was onc
ofvthe clect., The arcument went that God havinq chosen a ccrtain number
~0f people from before the beginning of the world to be saved, would
nefurally give those Qeople during their time on éarth the best possiliin
constJonn, meaning wealth, and that by following the Christiane virtues
of hard \Oju, singleminded purpose in life, and pxo*y the clect would
naturally prospecr.
Durlhg the arguments over thé theory of evolution the scientific
stablishment transformed that idea into the jungle law of the strvival
o of the fittest. The presence of inherited wealth has never been considcerco
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Ly the conscrvative as cheating the basic premise of Loth the salvation
of the chosen and the suorvival of the (ittest, Yet this Jdualistic
theory of individualism saw itself justificd only in those that sur-
vivaed. Tt never cuesticned what harvened to those that did not "makoe it".

When the guarantecd annual iancome eventually becomea a reality it
BN ~whahbly take at least one form of intellectuel argument., Tt will
Iz said that a humaﬁ being has the right not only to civil cixstence
urnder the laws of the statce but to.the irreducible satisfaction of
food and shelter. And it will be considercd a major breakthrough for
vestern man to Lave gdvancﬁd to this degree of sophistication. The
problem is that the idea if neither new nor is it derivative from tha
traditions and thoories of western educational institutions. Paul Radin,
noted anthrolpogist, and it is rare @hat ong can depend upon the flrdnv<
of an anthropologist, finds that the right to food ans sheltor wvas tne
basic fact of Indian tribal existernce. It was the level boyond which
a human being could not be reduced in any Indian tribe.

Rather than learning about- the benefiﬁs of western'cépitalism
in the educatuonal process,.one would do bettef o learn about the
old Indian customs and traditions and spend time meditating on the
means by which such ideas con be transfofmcd into ppolitical and economic

| :
reality in contemporary America. Again whenr we reach the plateau of
the guaranteed annuel incons we hgve reached the concepltion of society
has having a few baszic felationshipé whfch mast be given to all members.
We no longer have an individualism which blesses the fortunate or corrupt
few while damning the majority of people. We have passed from the con-.
centration on the facts of individual existence to the relationships
between all membeYs of a sociéty. We have, in effect, recognized again
the corporatae or guroup nature of social cxistencae.

everal years ngo there waz a Loeryible concorn about the cologicasl

disasters being visited upen the planct. The college students did their
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usuad incane type of protest and buried new cars wilh agreat gynbolic

ceremonies, donated’a week eond.a year to piching up the benr bottlos

from the roads where they had dcpdﬁitcd ther the nighﬁ pelore, and vowed

never again to cut down a retwood tfeo. The oil companices trotted out

over-aged and paunchy astronauts who solemnly testified to us on tele-
jon thet their oil company had spent a decade developing a new qaé

sdditive which prevented air pollution. The Interior Department fired

Smoky the Bear whose only concern was prefenting forest fires and agt

& ncew mascot, . » who was the archctype‘ecolqgiﬂt with an

image just short of St., Francis of Assisi,

The result of this outpouring of faith in the Awmcricaen future of
ccological concern was the estbalishmehﬁ, for a time, of several ecologlcald
journals and the prevention of the SST for a Short time. Rumors are
provalent that President Nixon intends to cet his SST yet cven thougﬁ
Pritain and France have nearly gone bankrupt with theiys, Yet as supee-
fizial as the €logical rovement has been there have been some permahent
gains made. The number of law suits presently beging taken by the
public interest ecological and conscivation organizations has grown and
the inéreasing problems have become more serious so that the problew, if
not solved, can no &onger ke ignored. |

The ecologiciel movement has been the movemont in contemporary
America that has most blatantly copled the American Indian. A great deal
of the sympathy for Indians derives from an acknowledgment by whites
that Indians did not dastroy the balance of nature and that the tribal
values of living in harnony with the environment were much mcre advancad
and meaningful than were the western ¥/UERy/@V/¢OEEypEEAY, values of con-
tinuél rearyvangement of natural features on bchalf of man's industrial.
neceds. We necd not discuss'thc ecological movenmert other than Lo, say

o that it aleo approcehes but docs not yet eqgual the tribal velaes of
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andt cxercised a areat deal of inflnconce over the decisioﬁs nade by

the chiefs. In most tyibes the property of the home bolonged to the
woran and the children were regarded as her special rosponsibilitios.
Hardly a tribe can be found wherce the role of women was not revered
and where a sﬁecial place was not found for them. In the women's
lib2ration movemant of todéy we find a helpless American society
trying vainly to find a mlace for women and attempting, as in the case
of Civil Rights, to pretend that fundsmental differences do not exist.

- !

In sﬁitevof the pretense at civilizatuon American society has |
been tnable %o reconcile itself with its children. The revolts of the
sixties vere a fundairental vrotest bv the ypunq.peoule'against ihe
hypocrisy of their elders and juvenile delinguency has been a con-
tinuing problen that has grown in violence and comnlexity. One of the_
efforts to reduce juvenile.delinquency has been the Rig Brother Pro- -
gram. In this progfam an adult unrelated to the troubled boy has been
appointed to talk and work with him. It is felt that children without
fathers or with problems do better by relating to an,adﬁlt who 1s not
difectinq—involved with daily family oroblems. i

The Big Brother program has been onae of the_informal means, that
is, the mecans used'outside the formal institutions, to solve thé pro-
blem of juvenile delinquency. It has generally meant that American
society has had to go beyond the confines of the family to find a
means of introducing young people into the customs and responsibilities
of adult citizenship. This concept is, of course, old hat for the
people from Indian tribes. Many tribes had a kinship sstem whereby
the training and counseling bf the young of both sexes was done by a
more distnnt family member than the father or mother. Uncles on the

father's side would train the hoya and sisters on the mother's side



wvould vork with the airls., At Toast part of the fnciinq Lehind the
Kinchiv relationships was the cfifort to keop the parents and the
chiildren awéy from a disciplinarian relationship which might iﬁjure
the hasic family unit.

he a means of maintaining Tooe iV o0 0 ;an““ e LGS
relationships which a society must have o survive, the old tribal
customs appear to be far qdvaﬁced vhen compared with the institutions
of contemporary America. The kinship system worked in such a way that
no oxphags existed and the need for institutional care or cor-.itment
of troubled young peoplé did not exist bcéause no rclatinchips of on
alienated nature were allowed to exist. The whole fabric of the tribe
depended upon a complex series of relationships wﬁich bound everyone
tb a great wany relatives who had reciprocal duties touvard cach other,
s the social problems in American Sociot§ conﬁinua to increase and
intersify prograns such as the Big Brothers will be expanded and perhans
éventually made a reqgqular part of the social iﬁstitutions.

There are a number of othervdevelopments today that portend a
radical change in gocial thinkinq in America. Even the conséﬁvative
desire to return the forms of government decision-making to the local
communities appears to be a form of political fragmentation reminsicent
of the old tribal band structures iather thzn zn accelerated ei ort to
make the political structures revelant to the mass of citizdns. on the

whole one can easily find an abandonment of the western and Christian

ideology of society and a shifting of emphasis to social forms that

.

are parallel and sometime nearly identical to the customs, tr adition:s,
and beliefs of many of the old tribal structures. AL this point, i:en,

we must examine the attitudes. of those programs and people workino in
e ! .
the field of Indian education to determine at what point in the proc s
Q :
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Indiun cducation actually ralatec boe the worxld aszs we know it ond as
we are seeing it adapt to changina social realitics.

2t hest Indian education 1s an ill-congeive B o o e T ey e

-

of the Protec’ »t 77 : gonerallties vinch are cherishod by the
conenrvative Qlcments'in America. Hearly cvery program avail - lo has
& basis of motivation as an eloment. Peonl ; think that thore tusnt bo

ne wohy to get an Tndian child intere Lcd Jn education and -7 Lantial
egearch funds are available to determine how you "motivate" a child,
Sam Deloria has pointed out thét motivation is trying to fini & way
Lo make someone do something you want -him tg do, not a proce- s of gatting
£ eone interested in doing what he wants %5 do. ut the’én@ 7 roduct
¢” scheol wort 1s 00 oftén mere recitation of learned facts v .ich have
Le o avvanced in a nanner plﬂasing ﬁo the teacher. Thus woti o -ion is
demonic at bhest and a catastrophe induced by professional igrorance at
worst,

But the pattern of education thrust upon Indian childzen, the
motivation-rocitation syndrome, is_good Protestant theclooy. One is
fright.ned to death by tales of a burning hell and thus roti ated. Then
one is taught the basic facts.of the salvétion story and is -sked to
belisve that they actually happencd gome timc and some plaéi long 2go.
Whether the facts of educational content can be attached to - motivation
mechanism or not has probably not entered the mind of the e her or
the professinnal ecucator. He is chiefly concerxned with runr g a'smoothe
operation, not with tie developmont bf any siqnifiant complor of
relationsl ips wﬁich would orient the student towazrd the world he will
fiece.s 17 Tadian edvation can be purged of this relic of the Reformation

it would &2 one of th: significant events of our generation. Motiv.tion

i ut best high .5 confidence games playved on children and has g




part in a reeaningful educationsl process,

Another facet of Indian &ducation is .o assunntion which has
Leen bratiooonally held by cducators that it must be compensatory. Tl
initiol difficulty with the English which most Indian children expcyicenco
is interproeted as. indicating a fundamental mentél defect which must be
ohercome with compcnsatory programs. Even the current fascdnetion with
bi-lingual programs dees not do justice to the native languages. It is
concerncd nrnwaLLly with finding a new way to teach English not a way
té expand and develop either thought processes or native languages.
Classifying Indian children as needing compensatory educational programs
is a forfeit of the cultural values of the Indian people in favor of
an ill-cefined and unrelated Anglo cultural context which at best is

Cpreeking apart because of its interla ipqonsistoncies.

The whole idea of ¢ mnoﬂ,a ocv prograns nust be shifted in em-
phasis. The programs must come full circle and be viewad asz having an
integirty in themselves as vehicles of Indian cultural expressien and
survival. The idea of compensation involves, at its deepest level, the
racial connotation that only those of white heritage are cqpable of
civlized behavior. It further indoctrinates children into ethno-centiic
hbeliefs in which English appears as the natural language with all other
languadaes appearing as divergent and lesser tongues. It may come a& a

surprise to many Americans but a majority of the world dees not spaeak

J

English. And probably a majority of the educated people in the world
do not even speak it., It represents at best a Protestant conceptualizatio
of salvation, the idea that the lesser races of men cannot enter heaven
or ciwvilized existénceiuntil they speak the mother tongue and until they

adapt themsclves to the ways of God's pecple.

,. .

One of the less frequently articulated assumptions we find in

O
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(v . education ia thot educatvion will give the individual Indian
the opportunity enjoyed by othor Armcricans to cormpeile in the ccononic
realm, Education hus been lookaed upon 08 a.uurc ey to crployemnt in
the fieclds of lucrntive endsavor. In & fundamental manncy it presently
is that key -since the majoriﬁyvof good.job opportunitiés'whl ch presoslly
axist have qual%ficuti@ns which can only be saitisfied by cducaticoal
achigvements. as measured in de¢grees and cert ificate
Buﬁ the employment opportunities are gradually shrinkting as the
concern of society changas from social problems to economic ventures
of wery complex magnitude, Already some types of jobs are far heyond
the possibility of the vast. majority of Indian people for they involive
not only education but informal political or family alliances which
Indicm people, simply becouse they are Indian pecnle, lack. Jdbs in
tha stocok market, in the upper cchelons of the enexray iﬁdustry, in
the political parties, and in corporate':irms with a strong fawily
| .
tradition are already beyond the reach of all but the most unusual
Indian people.
| Thus to advocalte educaticn as the key tohqpcning empioymeht
ppportunitics is in a certain sense usless. Ry the same token soma
notice must be taken of the series of jobs that are specifically designa.
for Indians, jobs which cannot or should not be filled by non-Indians.
' /

“ Many of these are in government and many more are going to be opening
up in tribal programs and developments on ox near reservations. The
interpretation of education must theréfore be related not to a vocation
in ¢eneral terms but a vocation in specific tribal or Indian terms.

We do not need accountanté or doctors in a general sense hut in a
specific community or problematic sense.
The cld Protestant cconomic theory worked ”lth the unique hanrd-

- v Y . B | i ] ] 1 "‘tr.-- » - LRl . : ! .
[]{U:~01A1ng and PlOUf individual who had the world at his feet and had only
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to knock and all doors would he opencd Lo hin, Egeality of oppoviuni by

in the cconondic [leld was an American truism which was raraly auestioncd.

l

'

Today it is not only under guostion bul in view of our prosent examplaon
of public ethics and ﬁorality, it has become the latast of the big
rmerican lies Lo be exnosed. Even the togthst of individuals apparentily
riceds plenty of unmarked bills to ensure his succcess on the climb @ -
ards

Education for life employment has thus been taken from its hasisg

as o an lnﬂl”ICUQl enGeaveor and wade into a cermmunity need with some now
been :

community rclationships. It has or is being Indianized. The only problaem
is that Indian educators have not advanced in their thinking about the

goals of education and the generalized and obsolete picture is still

oing ﬁrnsanteu to Indian children. Bducation must row be ingcrpreted
inoa total community sense and a o sense of commundtv recnonsibility must
be developed in educational programs that is‘at least os strongvaﬁ the
taechnical skills which are uiven in Jpecific ol areas.,

The final uncheallenged assumption concerning Indian education im

-

one quite frequently made by policy-makers at the state and federal

level. It involves such a complete misunderstanding of culture as te
display the lack of education and awarsness on the part of those who

hold it so appauling as to be ridiculous. Indians receivec citizenship

in 1924 and for at least the majority of this century have been relatively

quite in their protests. The majority of peeple in this country have

come’ to believe that Indians are as natural a part of this nation as

O

are the Pilgrims - and about as relevant. So the majority of people will
tell you that Indians are just as good as everyone clse and that we should
have the same opportunities as evervone else. So far so good. The prebhlon

0

is that this sense of equality is allowed to cover over the vast qulf

RIC
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that cuicto betwoon tho culbural  valucs of thoe respective tribes and
the rost of mmerica. There is no culturul:tradition_which binds Ihdiann
to the rest of amorica outside of the Jobhn Waynn moviﬁﬁ and the popular
books on thc vars of thg Plains Indians, The reliciouvs traditions are
greatly divergent. Cultural attitudes toward Listory, toward languoce,
towand social forms of activity, and towards many other things are at
almost polar copwositésy
| Tt is within the erperience of every one of ué here that there

are so hany vays in which Indien behaviors based upon cultural beliefs

and practices differ from those of the rest of society. I will give but

one example of this gulf allowing you to speculate on others of vour

v

arpericnee. In many tribes when ¢ person wishes to indicate disapproval

one simply remains silent., It is not good msaners to telk and disaqroe
with the person propcsing the course of action with which onc disarrecs,

The boycotl or diseoproval by withdrawal is used guite freovently on

the inter-tribal level to indicate disagreement. Anglo tradition dic-

vl

tates a farx different kind of behavior. To indicate disavproval in

white scciety the practice is to "spaak now or forever after hold vour

peace”. Disavproval is vocal and shattering,

Many tribal elections are he;d on important policies and proposals
and they have a dual nature. Traditionel Indians reqgard them as devices.
df the white man and refuse toiparticipate in thenm. Their absence is not
interpreted as an Indian form of protest. Itvis given an Anglo inter-
pretation and when no dissenting voices are heard Anglos assume ghat
the proposed couvrse of action has the approval’of the tribe. Oftén the
exact opposite is true. To assume, therefore, in Indian education thaf
the learncd reactions of the teaching methods §ill indicate a constant

attitude by the students of their involvement with the material is at

RIC
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Onc cannot rid cducotion of the Protestont ideolosios without

least Toolherdy and comctimes provents ony activity frow occurrino ot

—

also purging the content of material from all of the western cvorLonng.

) . 4

In order to develop an acdeqguate educational program for Indian chil
i ]

we must change not only the techniaues of teaching hul must o

] 50

e

Login

to develop a new concent of history in which £he immediate comunily

cxnericnces of the respective tribes arc related Lo world history as

T
4.

a whole and not to certain segments of American history, Even

.

current tribal histories arc derived from the recorded encounters

the tribe and the white man. Little credgnce is aiven to trib
and Jol‘JOLC and it is'generally grected as priumitive poetry
recounized et all, A comparison of trihal folklore with the G
Lden ‘*or“ places the respective tribailstories at least on o
the western mythclogjeén

v
4

[

Native Anmricun history should be the coming new fiel

ectual pursuit in our communities, It should be practiced in

dermic setting, in our organizsticdnal lives, and in the reservation
4
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intell-
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urban communities. For the nast contury we have been intellectually

overwhelmed by the prospeclt of the asclute might of white socicty. ¥

7

v

have not been able +o conceive the world as it might be in the post~

;
western historical period and the folklore and idealized history of

S

Pilarim fathers and the

]

e

as the incevitalkle result of the strivinags of mankind.

r hectic dcscen’an% has heen made to appear

and

@

Today we know bhetter. America an society i1s in one phase of collapsc.

! . y . : . . . '
It will probably not collapse altogather in the immediate future. )

-

it will continue to make radical changes if only to survive and for

the most part these, changes are in the direction of a type of

A0

t

society

that will be very compatible with the old tribal customs and traditiops.
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Inelead of continuing to aceent vnevitically the contentions ar thoe
Jnalo historion ve showld place a nmajor crphasis on retrioving oun
own tribal hifd:OrjfyT, reclaim our immadicte past and undevstand (e
changes that have token place in our comrmunitics in this contury,

and find an dinterpretation of these sxporiencos that can orient u:s
todiny and enalsle us to project a firmer P“'i; for community oxictonen
in the futurc.

Tt may appear sinculorly difficult for some ofidiur communitieos

to develop a tribal history that varies From the standard historv we

have been taught in school. The usual method of developing a historical
explanatior is to relate it to interpreiations of events Lhat arc alroody
known oy popularized. Thus a tribal history mav suffer the handicop of

appearinge to be simply an alternative version of the Americ can hsitory

t3-

story. JJust as we have never had an individnel in pearfeok foolatian

so we have never had tribes in porfect isclation. Fvery onn of our
tribes has had contact with its neighbors on its borders and their
story, the complex story of‘th all cf the tribes have relatoed to onc
another, can possibly form the basis for new tribal histories.

A good éxample of this can be made if one considers a history

of the Siow: from the viewnoint of the relatiocnships between the

Sloux gnd Chippewa ar the Sioux

-

and Crow, or even the Sioux and Pavwnee,
rather than simply the Sioux and the invading white men. The white man
of course comes intp the story and dominates much of the discussion

of the wars and land cessions, Rut the fact that the tribes have had

continuing relationshins with one another on the regional bhasis is a

story that will buttress efforts to develop valid tribal histories.

A history is merely a se ed collection of facts without the

humen dimension to give it flesh. Thus to develop a tribal history




waking any effort to undersglond the changing vnlues'and.cuthmm iooUo
foll dnto the Lrap of western historians who [lall to recognize the
chanaing attitudoes of l(;]:c311}>s3 as determinative of {he mesing of many
eventss They pretend thol cultural attitudes rowain constant while
change takes on a good ox bad connotation as techrnolooy and natural
disaﬁtorﬂ force adaptation, We must dovote considerable Lhought to the
eramination of whore our tribes have beoen, how they hA;.\vc chonged their
patte J‘:né of social adjustrent to cenditions, and determine whether the
values of the past can bo translated into new wnotterns of action orv
mhethef they can remain in the forms in which we have tried to nresorve
t}h:' Tl

We have already scen the majér rovements in Amcrican society in
which the premiscs of western cocial reality have bceﬁ shifting away
from their moorings toward a more tribalized undorstanding of Life as

I .
a cormunity with an identity of its oun. The translation of customs
and values must be deliberate and specific. We must advocate strict
establishment of sonme practic:é which we find are beneficial and have
the discipline to carry themn out in our éwn lives and community actions.
In order to make this type of re-ordering possible we must come to an
acknowledaemant of what our communities aétually are, not what we wisgh
they were or what we would like people to think they should be.

We are presently in danger of finding ourselves in great embary-
agsmant, We tell our.audiences ét Indian Awareness weeks that Indiéns
do not worship money while our tribal councils are leasing their sacrod
mountains for royalties, while our tribal politicians are seceking
better and NHighexr vaying dobs, and while some of our reservation leaders
are taking advantﬁge of their people with favorable leases of tribal

lands, appointments to speclal jobs and committeces, and other favors.
\‘1‘ R . .
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Ouy arctivists chasbtize the white man for his destiuction of naturoe

3

end admwonish people to respect the Sacrod Hanrth %wtutn while thoy are

throwing thoir cempty beer cane alonag e rond and many of cur communi Gioo
Look like junk yards with their old ciars and dostroved bhuildings. While

wnoare poor there is ro excuse for us being elther destructive or dirty

about the way we livoe.

Aoloxge gap has grown up betweon the reality of Tndian life and
the favorable picturces which the popular books on the Plains Indians
invoke. People visitine resevvations are justifiably purzled at the

o

apparzent lack of concern they see in Indian coﬁmudities for comeunity
lifeo Wemust find a way to institute mere cormunity acitivties so
that the peowple do not find themselves victims of continued spiritusl
poverty, individualized 1ike manv white communitics, ancd hmimloxs helora
the massive povements of the nodorn world.

The whole edncation vrocuss must be reccegnized as eing fundapent-

ally different when one passes from white socrelty to Indian society.

If it is not presently recosgnized as distinct then we nmust make it so.

Léucation in white society appears Lo be a creotor of conwunitics. Tt

is oriented toward the producticn of income-producing skills and the
housing, businoss, entertainnment, and recreation sections of white
cornmunities reflect this fact. At persent onc could draw a.qraph of the
income levels of the various white coimmunities according to the housing
and shopping DdLLorLu and when these patterns are overlaid with the
forces ¢of law and order and the processes bf governrent they ars thoughﬁ
to be communities

But in the tribal setting communities are the produccers of edu-
cation. At least they were 1n the past and welcan make them so today.

When communLL1n% produca education then the groupings of the community

(T . L . ‘ . -
F lCrefluct the charisma, wisdom, or activities of the various parts of
i
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Lhr'kﬂurnmnmity and Lhe respective activitios can be vicowed in relabion
Lo thediy dnoortonce bo the eommurni G Y. In that way the socrodness of
the community can be protected and doeveloped cventusl? bocoming the
majority fooiure of the comweunity,

The bo £ oway that we can initi.on this chan%g= Snth beain Lo
work on the .ntent of cducat’ n and not on the techr fe 5 and Yaao
cedures of cfueation. We mush  niitlate the stuady ol o0 1L custong on
o grand scale and thoy nust be tavghit at school on e o sl basis with
any other ccademic subject, Dut they must not be confined to the scehool
or classyoom. They must be under constant discuzsion within the comuauni by
itself and be suhijecth to continual end disciplined ﬁse by the people.
Pérhaps the first feature of revival would he +o begin cowprehensive

studies of the old clan and kinship vattorne and establish soclal rules

for thoe re-instizution of sone of the old rnatterns o

~

Kirnship resnonsi-

L.J

bility. There is no gocod renson whyy wo cannolt expecth ;vory"Indian to
acﬁept the cld sccial respensibilities for his extended family and why
wercannot enferee social responsibilities for relatives on a de]Wh“JUL;
and measurehle scale of behavior, |

Soma customs, of course, canuot be immediately instituted, 4
old days of the past are gona and we must racognize that fact of our
existence. That deoes not prevent vs from csﬁablishinq new customs.

The give-aways can be re-designed to assist in placing -a better financial

floor under some of our poorer people and other Indian customs of re-

“distributing wealth can be modernized so that real econonic prograess

is made by the community as a whole. There is no reason why the more
affluent members of an Indi ian community could not create all kinds of
programs rrom their own resources feor the benefit of the pceoy and older

peopic. All we need do is accopt the responsibility for beginning new

customs and have the intention and discipline for carrvina them out. :
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the ipmediate cormumicy. Dy Jifting our visien the woitty cuar:olo <

Viee oneo lived in o world in whiach oven the far horicons woie
incufficient to conture owr cunivits. The reservabion cxporidncm ﬁns
seyveod o limib our vision oo i boundarvies which fhc anvermnent bas
peoyod osut for o us, Ve shouwld rejeoct such arbitrary limitzs and hogin Lo
vixnalirn the reservabtion not as the limit of our‘horizon hut.am o
centor of our own univaense, We must exiend the sctwork of ouvr relation-

shrive 10w the rescrvations oubtwards and not contirae the narrow vision

of the r st whor our concorn is enly with the cvents and problems of

=

“

our dailly existence will be overcom: by the view of our future and
aur communities will kegin to ensrce as sacred places of our comaunity

]
¥

life, not as depositories of the dvegs of Indian .sociaety.’
Qur finel taszk must bhe Lo transiorny the focus of our communilios

rom mere political surdivisions of resarvation or state siructures

b

to centers of activity of an ongolng culwural ife. The rocent developn-

ments of the community colleges on rescrvations are o significant and

giant step forward in this process and one could alwost projact a

better future on the hasis of having tricd to develon these collegos.
We must support and expand thelr activities as quickly as possible,
They support the basic thesis of this paper, that communitios producs

educational experiences, educational training does not produce communitios

It is this fact of human existence which, I believe, distinguishes

Indian cormmunities and people from the non-Indiang.

We need not, in Indian education, concern aurselves with much
of the subject matter that wo have previously considered to be impo:n cant}
Instead we must have(basic courses or reaaing, wriuving and arithiocic,
which serve as tools for the r2al educational experience of learning
the tyaditions, customs and beliefs of the tribal communitf. We have

no usa for the knowledge of the names of the Prasidents of the United
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Stoatos aod the soovencs dn vhich Uasy held ofiice 0 pe bty ahatr oot
to . bBut we st svhstid Lo for themn a listing of the groat chiofs,
he. onoond leadoers o ous oowamuenl les, Woe most know aboud thoeilr lives

Uashinoaton and

as arately ond Intoanaboly oas owe
rby o Lincoln. And we west undarctand thot we ciand in that Lradition
and © ve a respon.ibility to cersy it forward. If we can change our

cone b of educorion to irclude the seccifically ITrdiar things of life

we oo oonly to wateh and waib and coon woe shal

1

ho secing that wo
are tar ahcad of the rost of socicty which hog vet Lo claim the roality

of life as a people who understand who they are and what they are about.




