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ABSTRACT
B The trends in populatlon d1str1butlon and .the
3 compos1t10n of Iowa's. population are reported in this document in
. order to prov1de the leaders and citizens of Iowa with information to
~ assist them in making decisions relatlng to growth and development
. Birth and death rates, rural and urban residence, population by race,
" ’and age structure are dlscussed under the heading of United States
“and Iowa Population Trends. Rural-urban trends and migration are:
. discussed under the headings of Area Population Trends and County .
'ijopulatlon Trends. It was found that populatlon growth has remained
- steady and that out-migration has declined in Iowa between 1960 and
©1970. Significant shifts have occurred in the number ‘and proportion
-of people living in rural and urban areas--the rural population has
“continued. steadily to decllne, while the trend toward urbanization
_ has continued. The Black population (1.2% of the total population)
... has_ increased more than 7 ¢000, up about" 28% from 1960. American.
,“Indlans, Jafpanese, Chlnese, and other races increased from nearly
. 3,500.in" 1960 to slightly over'9,000 in 1970. The findings also
i 1nd1cated that, dur1ng the. 1960s, Iowa's b1rth rate has decllned and
'its death rate has increased and that-the 65 and over age' group SR
'increased by nearly 22,500, an increase. of from 11.9% to 12.4% since DR
71960 Some 1mp11catrons of the populatlon shifts are dlscussed in = l
7W*terms of employment trends and the plannlng of communlty serv1ces., 1
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SUMMARY

In 1970, Towa's population was slightly more than 2.8‘million. A !
Although the 'populatioi’ growth rate in Iowa has been steady, its growth
‘rate has not kept pace with the national growth rate, During the past '
decade, the .net out-migration totaled about 180 000, compared to nearly
236,500 from 1950 to 1960. .OQut- -migration decllned 1n both number and
percent from the prev10us two decades.

Wlthln Iowa,'slgnlflcant sh1fts have occurred in.the number and
proportion of people living in rural and urban .areas.  The rural popula- . ‘
tion has continued to' steadily decline, while the trend toward ‘urbanization .
~has continued. Generally, the larger urban and suburban communities have
- experienced a greater growth rate than Iowa's smaller commun:.tleso " The
only category of communities: wh1ch remained relatlvely constant in popula—‘
tion was the communltles w1th less than 1 000 populatlona

Vearly 82 percent of Iowa's nearly 33 000 black populatlon 4in l970
~was located in urban' communities within six count1es, ‘Polk, Black Hawk ,

fV‘Scott Linn, Lee and Woodbury. Dur1ng the past decade, the black popula-

_"tlon 1ncreased by 1,000 or more in Scobtt, “Black Hawk, and Polk counties.
Although representlng a relatlvely small proportlon (1.2 percent) of the
total pc;ulatlon, the black populatlon increased by'more ‘than 7,000, up

- about 28 percent: from 1960. Ame11can ‘Indians, Japanese, Chlnese and

other races 1ncreased from nearly 3, 500 in 1960 to sllghtly over 9, 000
- in 1970, : . :
With a decllnlng blrth rate and an. 1ncrea31ng death rate durlng the
1960's, ‘the natural increase in population’ (excess of .birth: over deaths)
decreased. In 1970, “there were approxxmatelv 85,500 feWer 1nd1v1duals
in the 0-9 age category than in’ 1960, while. the 10 2 age cateoory increased
by nearly 153,500, - with cont1nu1ng out mlgratlon, there were approx1mate]y
- 40,500 fewer persons, in. the 25-44 age range than in1960,  During. the past -
10 years, the 65 and over. age group increased. by nearly 22,500, " This
represented 12.4 percent of Iowa's populatlon, up from- 11. 9 percent in 1960,

- »In:1970, Iowa was surnassed only by Florida in the percentage of its popula-

t10n 65 years ‘of ‘age" or older.' There has been a tendency for Iowa - popula—‘ .
‘tlon to become older.' e o : v :
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The trend toward a gredter concentration of-Iowa's‘population in‘thé
uiban and ‘suburban areas -of eastern and central lowa continued during the

‘past decade, During the sameé period, the more rurally oriented areas of

northern, southern, and western Iowa: cont1nued to decline in total popdlatmno
While out-migration and populatlon decline in rural areas has continued,

the number and proportion of Iowa's population living in urban communities
0£.2,500 or more has continued to increase.. With the exception of. the
Davenport and Cedar Raplds Areas ‘which had a net 1n-m1grat10n, all areas ‘in .
Iowa experienced a net: out-mlgratlon° The :areas which. are.predomlnately,
ruyal tended to have.the hlghest rates of‘out-migration. ‘

i . . 4
!

o Durlng the past decade, 25 count1es 1ncreased in to§a1 pOpulathH
compared to 41 in the previous decade,; Sevent].four counties had popula~
tion decreases compared with 58 in 1950 60, -Generally, counties experienc-
ing the greatest increase in population were located in eastern and central
Iowa. ' The: rural counties in southern, western, and northern Iowa tended
to decllne in populatlon durlng the past 10 years. ,

In 1970 17 counties were c]asslfled as 100 percent rural, i.e., 100

" percent of the populatlon lived in 1ncorporated communities of less than

2,500 and ouLlylng rural areas. . Fifty-eight counties had between 50.and
100 peccent of the populatlon 11v1ng-1n rural areas.  Twenty-four counties. .
had . 50 percent or more of the residents living in urbanized-areas and 1ncor-'

‘porated commun1t1es of 2, 500 or more out51de urbanlzed ‘areas.

, Approx1mate1y SO percent of Towa's populatlon 11ved in 15 metropolltan
counties in'1970 that had one or more population centers of 25,000 or more,
while: approx1mate1y 50 percent’ 11ved in’ 84~ count1es, ‘none of: wh1ch had a-
population center of 25,000 or more. In ,comparison. w1th the" preV1ous decade,

'th1s reflects a cont1nued trend toward urbanvzatlon in Iowa..

Only seven'counties showed“a net'ln-mlgration during the;past decade,

_wh11e 92 counties: experlenced a net out—mlgratlon.v Althougn the det out-

migration in lowa" decrlned approx1mate1y 56,000 during the: past decade as’ .
compared 'to the previous decade, 16" counties showed an increase in the. per-

‘centage net out- migration during the pnst 10 years. The rate of out-migration

declined in 73 counties during the past decade.” In general the rate of out-"

‘mlgratlon declined" s1gn1f1cant1y in several southern Iowa counties.

9.
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‘ INTRODUCTION*

Iowa has experlenced rapid ShlftS in its. popu1ation distribution.V
The technological progress in agriculture has reduced the number of farms
and the farm population. While population has been rapidly declining iri
" the predominately rural areas, a trend toward urbanization and the creation
of ilarge metropolitan areas has continued. ' These shifts in population
distribution have~had~a significant impact on Iowa‘s‘communities.

The maJor obJectlve of this pub11cation is to. prov1de the 1eaders
‘and citizens of Iowa with information about the trends in population‘A
‘distribution and the composition of Iowa s p0pulat10n. This information
will assist them in making decisions’ affecting personal, community, -area
;and statew1de growth and development.“ :

UNITED STATES AND IOWA POPULATION‘TRENDS

In 1970, Iowa's population was 2,825,041, ThlS represents an increase
of nearly 600,000 since 1900. ' During the same period “the popu1at10n of
‘the United States increased from about: 76 million to approx1mate1y 203 m11110n
‘(table 1). Although the. population growth rate in Towa has been steady, its"
growth rate has not kept pace with the national growth ‘rate. Iowa, the
nation's fifteenth most populous:state in 1910 had s11pped to the twenty—
fifth most populous state in 1970.

able»l. Unlted States and Iowa population trends 1900-1970°

Census ——POpulation‘Totalsz ‘ ——Percentage'Change—Lf R Iowa s Qank

Year United States 'Iowa‘ United States .- Jowa Among States
1900 175,994,575 2, 231 ,853 ¢ ---f;' : f —-tes 10

1810 91,972,266 2,224,771 +21.0°. - -0.3 | 15

192G . - 105,710,620 2;404,021 +14.9 4801 16

1930 122,775,046 - 2,470,939 . +16.1. +2.8 19

1940 131,669,275 2,538,268 +7.2 #4207 0 20

1950 150,497,361 2,621,073  +14.5 +3,3 22

1960 179,323,175, . 2,757,537 +19.0 +5.2 24

1970 ¢ 203,184,772 2 823 041° ~ +13.3° .. 42,4 25

' Source:‘ U.S. Bureaufof‘the~Census.

' Towa has experienced some - signiflcant populatlon trends. ~In 1dent1fying
'Mthese trends; three- major components of population’ shifts ‘and’ changes were

~fcons1dered--b1rth rates, death rates and migration.‘ The birth. rates:. used in
‘ this pub11cation are ”crude" birth rates, i.e., the number of" children born

© .per. 1 000 population. The death rates. are also computed on the" 1,000 popu1a—“ P
”ftion base.k ‘When' b1rths outnumber deaths,‘a ”natural 1ncrease"’1n popu1ation L
‘”occurs. If deaths exceed births, then a. ”natural decrease" in p0puiation o

resu1ts.0, ‘ , : :

* Prepared by JohniL;‘TaitwandiArthur‘Johnson;TExtension Sociologists.
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‘ Migration, the third‘major component considered, is a two-way process.

In any area, some’ people move .into the area, others move away. In this ;
publication, ''met migration”'figﬁres‘will be discussed. ‘Only. the net migra-.
tion figures are given in this pUblicatioﬁ'although'thesg reflect the .degree

or intensity of the two-way process.

Birth‘and Death Rates

- Table 2 shows: the trends in.birth and. death ratéérfbr the United States
-and Iowz. Little difference exists in the birth trends for the nation and .
Towa, 1In 1940, the death rates for the U.S. and Towa were similar. Since
‘1940, Iowa has Shownfa~élightly higher death rate than. for the nation. The
slight ypward trend in death: rates in'Iowa‘reflects the increasing proportion
of the ‘aged (65 or older) among Iowa's population. ' ‘ -

Table 2. Birth and death rates for the United States and Iowa, 1940-1969.

——— Death Ratel

Census Birth Rate!l :
Year United States ‘Towa United States . Towa
1969 1756 - 172 g 10.7
1960 ' 23.7. 23,3 9.5 1 10.4
1950 - 41 ‘ 24.1 9.6 10.3
0.8

1940 194 8.6 1 . 10.4

1Per 1,000;popﬁ1ation; ‘ ‘ .
Last complete year for which data were available. e
Sources: ' Vital Statistics Rates in the United States, 1940 and 1960,

Iowa Vital Statisticé'  B

In fig. 1, .the birth and 'death rates for Iowa are presented for the 15-
Yyear period, 1955-1969. The birth‘rates per 1,000 population have declined
“from 23.9 ‘in 1955‘toﬁ17.2'in‘l969;‘fSince 1959, birth rates have shown a
‘ steady decline until'1969_when7they.showedva slight increase. Death rates
have remained relatively constant during the 15-year period increasing from
10.0 per 1,000 population'tq 10,7 in 1969. ' BTN '
o During 1960-70, the natural increase (excess births over deaths) in
-.Towa's population was 247,544 (table 3), 1If there had been zerc migration’
- during’ the past decade,gIowa,would‘have"had a potential population:of
‘3;005;081'in1197o,”_sihcevlowa's~popu1ation was. 2,825,041 in 1970, this
~means. that the'netfmigration‘from-the state ‘during the;last‘deéadeIWas[‘ ST
-180,040%,. This was ‘a decline of 6.5 percent. 'Since most of the natural .
'cincrgése,hasinbt,bégn'maiﬁtéinédfdﬁe to_IQ$é‘EhfqughTmigfatidh,”ﬁheﬂstateFs
‘tqtalﬁpopﬁlatiOn,has,ipgréaSed.1ess;than'itAwquldjhaVe”ifTall7t e natural. -
“incregsg,had<f¢mainedjwitﬁingthe“stategﬁjﬁ" e S e

*Migfgtionudataciﬁ'Ehié‘publicatidn are based upoplanaleisfmade'by e
“Dr. H. C. Chang, AssistantﬂPrpfessOI,Sociqlogy,gIowa State,University_:

Ames, Towa. 1971,
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; Out-migration‘during the past'decade declined by 56,275 from. the high‘
:out—mlgratlon level of 236,315 during the previous decade..” The .nei out-

migration during the. past lO years represented the lowect out mlgratlon
durlng the past three decades. ‘ '

Rural and Urban Residence

' w1th1n Iowa, s1gn1f1cant sh1fts have occurred in the number and pro-
portion of people living in rural and urban areas (fig. 2).- Accordlng to ,
the 1970 Census definition, the: ‘urban’ populatlon c0mpr1ses all pELSOHS R T SR
llVLng in urbanized areas. and ‘in places of '2,500. 1nhab1tan:s or more out- . s
side urbanized areas. The populatlon not classlfled as urban const1tutes
the rural p0pulat10n.’ ‘

~In 1900, approximately 75 percent of Iowa's population l1ved in rural

areas, wanile 25 percent resided in urban areas, Since 1900, the rural
population has been steadily declining both in number of resldents and the
. proportion of the state population, whilé the trend: toward urbanization has
continued. The 1960 Census represented the first time in history that. a
maJorlty (about 53 percent) was class1f1ed as urban. Dullng ‘the 1960's,
- the trend: ‘toward further urbanlzatlon continued. . By 1970, ‘the pr0port1on

"of the populatlon llVlng in urban communities had increased 'to 57 percent,
whiile the proportlon class1f1°d as rural cont1nued to decllne reachlng '
approx1mately 43 percent.j - : :

- Ic table 4 populatlon trends of 1ncorporated commun1t1es accord1ng .

to size are presented. The growth of ‘Towa's 1ncorporated communities - - ¥
" reflect the, general movement of Iowa toward a more: urbanlzed state, Generally,'f

the larger urban and: suburban communities have experlenced a, greater growth
rate than Iowa's smaller commun1t1es.‘ The only category of 1ncorporated
fplaces which remained relatively constant in population were the ‘incorpor-.

ated communltles with ‘less. than 1,000 populatlon. “The trend. in- Iowa has been
“toward a greater concentratlon of p0pulat10n in- urban commun1t1es.'

:'Poleatlon §z Race

. In table 5, the race dlstrlbutlon Lrends of Iowa S populatlon are .
presented Durlng the past two decades, the" black p0pulat10n increased by
12,904, - This represented an increase from 0.7 percent ‘of the population in
1950 -to 1.2 percent in 1970. The whlte p0pulat10n increased by 183,881
durlng the same. perlod : Although the white’ populatlon increased'in numbers,

~the white proportlon ¢f the total p0pulat10n decllned from 99 2 percenL in’
: 1950 to 98 5 percent in 1970 o »

i
i

Race d1str1but10n of Iowa s p0pulat10n, l950 l970

Table 5 d
S Race’  wo, s oo g nes g
o Black 19,692 0.7 . 25,354 0.9 32,59 = 1.2
| White 2,599,546 9.2 . 2,728,709 '99.0 - 2,783,627 98.5
Others 1, 835; 20,1 354740 00T 19,018 '©0.3
_',TOTALA 2 621,073 100.0 - 2,757,537 100.0 :;{.2 825 041' ©100.0

,\Source:__U.SokBureau_of‘the‘Census S
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The races catugorlzed as others 1nclude Amerlcan Ind1ans, Japanese
4and Ch1nesen'”0ther"races 1ncreased by 7, 1€3 dur1ng the past-20 years,
' This. represented an 1ncrease from.0.1 percent of the populatlon to 0 3
Tpercent. : :

Nearly 82 percent or | s black populatron was ]1v1ng in

six counties in 1970, Thg, PO ...ion trends in these six ‘coprties
during the past decade arc b uiin table 6. Within these countics the

black. populatlon was predomlnately located 'in the cities of. Waterloo
; Keokuk Ft. Mad1son Cedar Rap1ds, Des M01nes, Davenport ano SlOUX Clt)-

Table 6 Black populatlon trends in slx Iowa count1es,'

‘Black’ Populatlon S B

TR, ‘ '1960';~ 42919700 70 Change . Change
"+ Counties v v No."““‘ . Ne. . Ne. - S 1960- 1970 -
. Black’ Hawk f‘k A 850._‘;" L6, Bhh 1 794 L3700
i Teel 'b‘ L 1,039~ o 1,033 . S 26 Sy "X‘—O-_6 ‘
- Linn S ‘:_,”‘ 1,183 - . 1,807 Coexs 52.8"
. Polk . ,10,535 \ 011,916 \“1,3811“; L 13,1
Sseott o [‘ 1,866 - o 451600 02,294 0 122.9
: ‘W00dbury"p B | 257»‘ gf,vf 1 013H‘T‘ ‘ ,-244, e =194

if”Source Computed from U. S Bureau of the Census data.w

The black p0pulat10n 1ncreased by more than 1,000 in Black Hawk Polk
o and Scott counties w1th Scott County exper1enc1ng the greatest 1ncrease.
'._Woodbury County had the greatest decline in black : populatlon during, the
past decade, Although represent1ng a:.relatively.small proportlon of .the.
total, the black populatlon is predomlnately located in'Iowa's larger urban’
flcommunltles.n T ! : = L v

- Age‘Structure:

‘ Dur1ng the past decade, changes occurred in the age structure of
~ 'Iowa's populatlon.; Flg, 3 presents’ the age pyram1d for 1960 wh11e f1g 4
‘,presents the age ‘structure. for 1970 ‘ ‘

i The age group 0-9° dec11ned by 85 720 dur1ng the past decade, wh11e
“‘the - -age: gr0up 10-24" 1ncreased by: 153, 512 "In 1970, approx1mately 45 per—
‘ cent of Iowa s p0pulat10n was 24 years of age and under.; o :

: The 25 44 .age gr0up dec11ned by 40 297 dur1ng the past decade. The
45~ -64; age’ group 1ncreased by 16, 736.. The over 65’ age group 1ncreased by
22, 608. In.1970; 12.4" percent of Towa's" population was 65 years. and- over,
- This. cOmpared to:11.9 percent in. 1960 ~In"1970, Iowa was surpassed only
by Florida inthe’ percentage of . 1ts populatlon 65 years. of" age . or older.,
‘There has been a tendency for Iowa s populatlon to become older ‘
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AREA" POPULATION TRENDS

. The area pOpulatlon, rural- urban and m1gratlon trends are presented
in this section.: :The areas for .this- analysis- are the 16 mul ti- -county areas
‘suggested for plannlng purposes.‘ Flg. 5 presents the lf multi-county areas
and therr major cities. :

The . mu1t1 county area populatlon trends are presented in f1g. 6.
During the past two decades, seven areas in eastern and central . Iowa
(10 - Cedar Rapids,. 9 - Davenport, 8: - Dubuque, 11 - Des Moines, 7 -
Water'- ", 016 - Bur11ngton, and 6 -~ Marshalltown) 1ncreased in total popula-
e ‘ne rate of population, growth declined in- these seven, areas- dur1ng
she - « decade-as c0mpared to 1950 60 ‘

Four areas that 1ncreased s11ght1y in populatlon dur1ng 1950 1960
declined during the ‘last 10 years. The areas were Council Bluffs (13),
~FEt. Dodge (5), Sloux Clty (4), and Mason Clty (2) :

| [ T
"' Spencer . .. §- . Mason City . . : mrah\‘ o

ekl ZERSEEY KB T SR

4 -

SRR PO
=1 Fort Qodge )

- Sioux City’ b Watver’lqo‘

e f?Ddbgddeh“

. Cedar‘ Rapids~

Carroll

e

.+ Des Moines

Council Bluffs

3

f‘\'ér‘eStlon , “f‘ﬁ_"ottur:n‘wa‘ L

Fig. 5. M'ultil‘c‘ou‘ nt'y,vAkeas‘ svuébgﬂes:édfffo.rr :é.an‘n,;ﬁg’ "pujfpdse;g’an'd_ Major',c':at"i’es. S

. Durlng both the 1950 60 and 1960 70 decade,, f1ve areas’ dec11ned 1n

_'populatlon-uDecorah ¢ Spencer (3),° Carroll (12), Ottumwa (15), ‘and’

" Creston ' (14). - In the Decorah, Spencer and Carroll areas, ‘the rate of p0pu1a—_
‘tion decline 1ncreased during the past 10 years, wh11e the populatlon decline
‘in Ottumwa ‘continued at approx1mate1y the same’ rate ‘as- the; prev1ous decade.;

‘gThe rate of population decline in Creston slowed from -14 4 percent in the
_previous decade to -10. 4 dur1ng the 1960 70.

”:Rural-Urban Trends‘

‘ Table 7 presents the mu1t1 county rural urban populatlon trends.“In
1lb4-areas,. the trend. toward urbanlzatlon cont1nued dur1ng the past 10 years;
';¥Whlle the percentage of:: the p0pu1atlon 11V1ng in rural areas continued to
»dec11ne.‘ In, the Dubuque area (8), ‘the percentage of the. populatlon c1assl-
fied as 11v1ng in rural and urban areas durlng the past. decade remained
constant .In one area, Bur11ngton (16), the percentage of the ‘population
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*‘classlfled as 1rv1ng in rural areas 1ncreased Tha populatlon of: the
major .urban centers (Burllngton i rt Madiscn, ‘and Aeokuk) w*thln the
Burllngton area dec11ned dur n4~the past decade. : L

More than 50 percent of the popu‘atlon 11ved in urban’ conmunlfles of
2,500 ‘or . more in half of the 16 areas. . These areas. were Sioux C1ty (4),
‘Waterloo (7), Dubuque (8), ‘Davenport (9), Cedar Rapids (10), Des: Moines:
“(11), Council Bluffs -(13), and Burlington (16). “The Davenport area w1th’
80.5. percent ‘had . the hlghest percentage 11v1ng in’ urbar communltles° V

In e1ght areas, 50 percent or.. more of the popu tlhﬂ Tiyed Uy rur11u

communltles. The areas were Decorah (1), Mason . . -, Speraer (3, T

T cFOrt Dodge (5), Marshalltown (6), Carroll (12),"Creston (14)’ and Ot Lumra !“.;;

(15). ' The Decorah and’ Creston -areas, w1th 77.8 percent and 77.5 percent,’.

‘ ~respect1ve1y,had ‘the’ h1ghest percentage of 1ts populatlon living in- towns “” L

"gtof 1ess than 2 500 and the 0pen country._

'Mlgratlon R L

The mu1t1 county mlgratlon trends are presented in- flg,17 The

_;‘pDavenport and: Cedar Raplds areas, whlch had a net 1n-m1gratlon of: approx1-~
‘ Qmately 3, 400 and 2 700 respectlvely, were “the only ‘areas’ to have net’in-

;gmlgratlon durlng the 1960 s.. ‘During the'previous- decade, the’ Davenport
vvarea had .a net out-mlgratlon of -4,469 whlle the Cedar Rap1ds area had
-a net 1n-m1grat10n of 2 384 DR : \ -

The remalnlng 14 are n Iowa exper1enced net out-mlgratlon durlng
,both 1950= 60 ‘and 11960-70. The net out-mlgratlon durlng the: past decade
- for: these ‘areas ranged from approx1mate1y -5, 300 ‘in the Marshalltown area '
L to approx1mately 26 700 1n the Sloux Clty area. B b : :

hﬂ Fourteen of the 16 areas experlenced out-mlgratlon dur1ng both decades.'

-~ The net out-mlgratlon dec11ned int these 14 areas durlng the past decade,f'
giw1th the exceptlon of the" Waterloo ‘area’ whlch 1ncreased from nearly :
1T 300 in: 1950~ 60 to" approx1mate1y 18, 200 in. 1960- 70, ThlS was: the. only

farea in Iowa 1n wh1ch net‘out-mlgratlon 1ncreased durlng the past decade,-ff

|
i
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COUNTY POPULATION TRENDS

In table 8 “the. p0pulat10n trends of Iowa count1es durlnn 1950- 70 are.
presented S1gn1f1cant changes have occurred ‘in populatlon trends of

counties durlng the ,*st two ‘decades. - Dur1ng 1030 -60, 41 count1es increased”
~in population, whiie %3 declined. ' From 1960 to: 1970 only 25 count1es in-
‘ creased 1n populatlon whlle 74 had a populatlon decﬁease._

Table 8 Populatlonttrendsjof,Iowa counties, 195071970.

Percemtage . 1950:1960 - 1og01970
Change .. =~~~ - " Number.of . - . Number of
. B .. Counties o Counties
‘ Over 10% Increase ;,Ev p”" - ,12;fu"l':‘ ‘f,gf, p‘ - ;11;’;6
0 < 10% Increase.. .. . SR ‘v293"‘f'i ST e 19
: 0‘- '10% Decrease '_‘ B - TS S P S 53
¢_Over 10% Decrease ;dyr-u SR & L :7g01.‘1f,;1ﬁxwhff f21§ ‘

;_Source Computed frcm u. S Bureau of Census data.,;f,
‘ F1g.‘8 presents the county populatlon trends for 1960 70 The percent-i »
1kage changes in. populatlon of~ count1es ranged from ‘an ‘increase of 34, 4 PErcentj}»

‘1n Johnson County to a. dec11ne of l9 4 percent in’ R1nggold County.,vl

Count1es LHOW1ng ‘the' greatest 1ncrease in- populatlon dur1ng l960 70 were:~

rlocated in eastern ‘and: central Iowa., In eastern Iowa, Johnson, Scott Linn-

¥ oavL

and Dubuque counties 1ncreased more ‘than 10 percent in. pOpUl&thﬂo_ W1th
the. exceptlon of: Johnson County in. whlch the growth of ‘the " ‘University of

‘deowa 1nfluenced the" populatlon 1ncrease “the’ glowth of- the urban" centers of o
,‘,cDavenport Ceda“ Raplds and Dubuque 1nfluenced the populatlon 1ncreases in
g;these count1es.,‘. ‘ « SRS

. In central Iowa, Warren and Story count1es eXperlenced more than lO
percent 1ncrease in populatlon., A maJor factor affectlng Story County s,

‘f?growth rate has, been the growth of IOWa State Unlver51ty, whlle the prox1m-‘
-iity of Warren’ County to the. Des Moines* nntropolltan ‘area has’ 1nfluenced A

_ ~ Polk: County, conta1n1ng Iowa's. largest c1ty, had a p0pu-“ o

‘%latlon growth rate of 7 afpercent dur1ng the‘past decade. ,, ‘ e

its. growth rate:

Most counrles exper1enc1ng populatlon growth had a: populatlon centerff'h

greater than 255,000, ‘or ‘were. located adJacent ‘to; count1es with' large urban Lg,f
,?5centers. i One' rural; county, Sioux, had‘a: ‘growth’ rate of 6.1 percent “The ...~
;ﬂgrowth in manufacturlng employment dur1ng the past decade 1n Sloux County
”",contrlbuted to 1ts populatlon growth S L

Approx1mately 75 percent of Iowa s count1es decllned 1n populatlon

E ddurlng’the past: decade.; R1nggold County eXperlenced ‘the sharpest decllne,nd
Gae =194, percent followed by ‘Adams ,
» “?Taylor, -14 6 Percent Franklln ‘.14 3 percent'vand Wayne,’-14 2 Percent5+”

1503 percent Osceola,‘-15 0 percent;
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Generally, the rural count1es in southern western, and northern Iowa .
" declined in population. during the past 10 years. 'The two southernmost. tiers
of counties had . the aharpest populatlon declines. The decllne in agricultural
employment : 1n rural counties” without a suff1c1ent increase in employment in

‘other, sectors to offs t"the agrlcultural employment decllne has
‘in; out mlgratlon from rural countles° » '

'Rural-Urban Trends s

Table 9" presents the rural urban trends of Towa' s count1es

‘Seventeen counties. were class1f1ed as’ 100 percent rural ‘These
that had mno 1ncorporated placcs of 2 500 ‘or: more in 1970 This
20 rural count1es 1n 1960 ' : ERREREE

Flfty e1ght count1es had between 50 and 100 percent of the

11v1ng in; rural areas._ of . these 58 c0unt1es,‘seven experlenced
“in’ the percentage of the populatlon 11v1ng in rural” commun1t1es

resulted

1n 1970

‘were count1es~
,comparcs with

populatlon_

‘an increase

dur1ng the -

7 last decade.; Generally th1s trend reflected Dopulatl .n increases in rural
,;}areas adJacent ‘to urban‘areas or 'small" towns under 2 500 wh1ch are w1th1n o

‘~commut1ng d1stances of larger populatlon centers,,xq‘.

Table 9 Rural urban populat:on trends of Iowa count1es, 1970

Countlesjszg”"[f j”fb‘ff,f\‘,;f‘Countles Over 50% : Count1es 507
100% L. oo ot o But Less. Than v . or More s
Rural - o oot ©100% - Rural 5 "Urban.
Adair "'Allamakee RRE Floyd f‘*fﬁ[v' “Monroe ; Black Hawk
Adams. . ‘”‘_sAppanoose 4 90 Franklin .0 yMontgomery Cerro Gordot
Butler .7 Audubon’ " . ' Greene 'b‘h‘i'[f:O Brien: ‘ **Clay L
jACalhounﬂhptgt;,Benton‘” 5 fpl_nGrundy s Osceola . Clinton"
- Clayton .- . ' Boone" ;,fi 'ﬂiHamllton‘v ,Vﬂjf;PalofAlto;“v S Des. M01nes'
_‘;:Fremontﬁj“,_ihVBremer .o *Hancoek T Plymouth v Dubuque I
., !Guthrie "+ . 1Buchanan o R Hardln‘gh;‘ fruigPoweshlek v"j.* Emmet
Ida [f‘[" ' 'Buena’ V1sta]f‘ yLHarrlson;Q:’ff‘fySac "Jefferson
Iowa‘friipV . Carroll™ .+ Henry:: : »’:*;,Shelby Johnson‘;_
‘Keokuk ~”‘;Vhﬁ/Casszg;F’]\f'VNfHoward 1sgg:f7;ﬁ81oux ; ‘Lee: L
. Louisa. . . " Cedar . ﬂff3Humbold1'{‘]f“t Tamai,Qf" ‘Linn-
,Pocahontas *'<JCherokee . Jackson” - Warren .. ‘”*“Mahaska
‘.Rlnggold vﬁChlckasaw 5plulv‘Jasper V~~ﬂj”wiinash1ngtonQ“- “Marion ,~L<~
“Taylor. ' ' ;QfClarke iﬂ'(iyﬁ“fJones'xv’1ff“fusW1nnebago S ‘Marshall:
" Van- Burenjjjx‘]Crawford e ofKossuth e j"l«hnneshlek" Muscat1ne ‘
' ‘Wayne .. s Dallas ‘dwii;n‘f;Lucas e "**erght - Page
“Worth: “d;"' 'TDav1s15[U -y Lyon: e : Polk
FREURE R *Decatur "\g3} Mad1son‘ ,,,3 Pottawattm1e
Debaware * T Mills Scott ‘ :
D1ck1nson ”ijU‘Mltchell . Story ?
Fayette 1j;ﬁyfjﬂ M0nona : Uilon‘fﬂlu ‘ R §
o ‘ Wapello N “f‘~‘*»ﬁ
 Webster - f‘? Lo
"yWoodbury ;

’.:*Changed category from 100 percent rural in. 1960

w;*W*Changed category from 50 percent or more urban 1n l960

”*NChanged ‘category from'.over. 50 percent’ but less than 100 percent rural'1n 1960
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Although 57.2: percent of ‘the statés populatlon 11ved in urban areas
in 1970, 0n1y 24 countiés had 50° percent or:more of the ‘residents living
Jin: urban1zed areas and 1ncorp0rated places of .2, 500 or more’ outs1de urban—7
ized areas.. . Thls compares to 23 countlas wh1ch ‘were - 50 percent or more
urban 1n 1960 L o =
Table 10 presents the populatlon trends 1n metropolltan and non-
metropolltan count1es, '1950-70..  For the. purposes of . compar1s0n,‘count1esl
‘which had one or more p0pu1at10n centers. ‘of 25; 000: or -more were: ‘classified ,
'as metropolltan ;wh11e the rema1n1ng count1es were c1assf1ed as’ nonmetropolltan.u fkf

;i Table 10 Populatlon trends in: metropolltan and nonmetropolltan c0unt1es,'

‘ 1950 1970
LT o 2 E A R
\ TYPes‘of“CQuntles o S f%“,-T,g o wd el S
T B 1950 1960 1970
“‘i“"“MetrOPOlltanl - RPN “ 4 k RT
_Population 1,051, 5337\? 1 262 ,247 701,425,161
S % ofState Total e e a0, 1~',7 k 45,80 G 05046
°/° Change : . » - “ . . “ “ ,:’ s . 20 0 R ‘1 1209 L
thOnmetropolltanz ﬁﬁ‘h " vh‘h‘ Juphhj' i/_M“Exk:;‘;W., ..a‘,‘,,
m‘Number ~“23” B _;f.iéf i “86§i\' ‘?{‘S 85;&9 S 8h
3 ‘POPU1at10n e O '569 540 . 0 1, 495 290 8 1 399 ;215
% of State Total Lo ‘ 59 9“f‘, : QH 54 2S' 49 4o
°/o .Change “ S Sl -4 :' -6 4

-

ylcountles wh1ch had one or. ‘more populatlon centers of 25 000 or moLe.k,Inlf”
1970, these countles were Black Hawk " Cerro Gordo Cllnton Des M01nes, T
Dubuque, Johnson L1nn Marshall 'Polk, Pottawattamle Scott Story, Wapello i‘.“fj¢
Webster and Woodbury. ; G C : L ; R

,xZCountles wh1ch d1d not’ have a‘popu1atlon:center of: 25 000 or more,kancIudes:ff
~all count1es not mentloned in ‘above: footnote for: 19701 BN s
Source v Computed from the U S.;Bureau;of‘ he Census‘

Slnce 1950 the number of c0unt1es hav1ng one or more populatlon’centers

"‘of 25 '000; or ‘more has 1ncreased from: 13 to’ 15 S In 1950, approx1mate1y 40"‘““k‘

n;.;metropolltan count1es, wh11e nearly 50 percent of the tota1 p0pulat10n res1ded
" in 84 ' nonmetropolitan: count1es‘1n 1970 ' oy e

.;percent of Iowa s populatlon 11ved in 13 metr0polltan count1es, while " v A
‘g.approxlmately 50 percent of Iowa ”‘populatlon 11 ”1n 15 metropolltan count1es
7:1n 1970 ERRTREr A :: S ‘ ; T

; In contrast the nonmetropolltan or rurally or1ented count1es have FAR
jhcontlnued to; dec11ne in both total: popu1at10ndand ‘the® pr0port10n of ‘the’ state~»1,I s
total. In- 1950 nearly 60. percent of Towa' s;populatlon lived in: 86 n0n-gq,‘5u.v- R

"5toward urbanlzatlon 1n‘Iowa.g




]fs:these count1es were predom1nately rural

";;percent t0\-6 2 percent°

quha lower b1rth Tate and: lower natural‘inc

..22..

14.3 perceut Story—-12 0. percent Scott--5 5 percent L1nn—-3 3 percent :
fDallas--Z .5 'percent; and Muscat1ne--0 7 percent° Johnson and- Story countles,W
where two of ‘the throe state unlvcrbltles are- located had s1gn1f1cant :
1n«m1grat10n,, The remaining" counties. ohow1ng net 1n-m1grat10n were- e1ther

counties with maJor urban centers or . ountles adJacent to metropolltan
centers. ‘ \ el U Sy

N1nety-two countles experlenced ‘a net out-m1grat10n durlng the past N
10 years. The . net out m1grat10n ranged from: -0, 6 percent in. Marshall uounty
to'a’ h1gh of 2 6 percent for’ Osceola County '

‘ Although 56 000 fewer people moved out” of the state dur1ng the past
,gdecade as: compared to . the prev1oub decade.rl6 c0unt1es showed an 1ncrease
S inthe’ percentage net out—m1gratlon durlng the past lO years.\ These e
fcountles include. Buchanan, Cedar, Cerro. Cordo, Cllnton, Emmet Fayette,,
rFranklln,‘Hamllton, Howard, Iowa, Jackson, Jasper, J0nes, Osceola,
-+ and” erght With: the exceptlon of Cerro Gordo

_“exper1enced 1ncreas1ng out
:‘Iowaogl“" ‘ Y :

, ,nghe rate of out-mlgratlon decllned in 73 countles dur1ng the ‘past-.
;,decade compared: to-'the: prev1ous‘one. In general the rate of out-m:gratlon
&hdecllned s1gn1f1cant1y in# several,southern ‘Towa count1es.j Many of: these
~“counties: experlenced hlgher out-m1grat10n dur1ng the 1950" S-; The three S
‘1}southern Iowa c0unt1es ewperlenclng the” greatest decllne in net out-mlgratlon{
'were Appanoose w1th a ‘decline from -21 7 percent in 1950 60" to -5, 3 percent
"‘.durlng 1960-707 Unlon,f-lS 6 percent to -2 8 percent and Decatur -21 5

The out—m1gratlon of youth and younger famllles has resulted in’ both

‘ rease (excess . of b1rths over deaths);
v Of Iowa .99 count1es, seven had a natural decrease “An populatlon dur1ng v

p?the past 10 years.ﬁ The count1es and the1r‘natural decrease (excess of deaths
_3fover b1rths) during the ‘past” -decade were"[Taylorﬂ; 94 Wayne s
Ejﬁl67 Decatur, 152 Lucas,‘l36 Rlnggold‘.lOO and, larke, 7°
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" IMPLICATIONS

Although Iowa's population growth rate has been steady, significant
population trends have occurred within the state during the past twenty
years. - An 1mp0rtant factor affecting population changes within Iowa has
been the continuing advances in agricultural technology. With the replace-
ment of labor by capital, the number of farm families has continued to
decline. -

- Projections for the next 10 years suggest that the number of farm
families will continue to decline. Although the rate of movement of
people away from farms has remained high.in the past, the number of ‘people
involved has decllned as the size of the farm population has declined.

With fewer people on farms, the potential for further large scale m1gra-
tion from farms is more limited.

The significant decline in agricultural employment in rural counties
without a sufficient increase in employment in other economic sectors to
offset agricultural employment decline has resulted in out-migration . and
depopulatlon of many rural counties. The decisions of individuals  to
migrate from rural areas has a significant impact on the people who remain
and their community institutions. With out-m1grat10n from rural areas,
there are fewer people to support the existing social, economic, pOlltlcal
and cultural 1nst1tut10ns.. Net migration loss affects schools, churches,
bus1nesses, local government and other" communlty services which meet
people’ s needs. ‘ : R o S

In- many predomlnately rural areas, leaders. and citizens w1ll be 1 :
faced with future dec1srons on how to provrde quallty goods and services - B
. for fewer people.: Declslon-makers will be faced with the alternatives of L
living with rising econcfiic costs and a declining clientele or explorlng ' ’
the poss1b111t1e" of merglng act1v1t1es and facilities with other communl-
ties on'a mult1 communlty, county, or area b881bo ‘

Dec1s10n-makers and’ c1t1zens in predomlnately rural areas may wish
to cooperate in securing new export employment -- employment that depends
upon demands' for goods and services originating outside the area.~- in an
attempt to offset the expected decline. in farm employment. Although it
‘is unllkely that all rural communities wiil be able to acquire new employ-
_ment opportunltles, it is posslble that.several communities cooperating and
planning - together on ‘a county, multi- county or- area basis may obtain new
employment Opportunltles to offset the eXpected populatlon decllne.

ot L - Other factors affectlng the COmp081t10n of the populatlon in rural -
i ’ " areas 1nclude the select1V1ty of- mlgratlon and the decllnlng birth rate. = ..~
§ . . With the: out-m1grat10n of young. pe0ple and the decllnlng birth’ rate,‘the ‘ ‘
R ‘”natural increase. .in populatlon (excess of b1rths ‘over. deaths) in rural
‘areas has: decllned The 1mp11cat10ns are that there will be a’decline - R
: 'Jh“school enrollments, partlcularly in . the rural elementary grades durlng”my
‘the next few years.‘ With-the: decllne 1n enrollment some ex1st1ng educa- -
L tlonal fac111t1es may not be ut111zed ' : ‘

mic

BIA i Toxt Provided by Eic [0




-25-

Another result of the out-migration of young people and young families
from rural areas is the tendency for the remaining populatlon to become
older. A concern of decision-makers and citizens in Iowa is providing
quallty services for its senior citizens,  Services needed by the senior
citizens include housing, health care, transportatlon, recreatlon, social,
financial and others., ‘

The trend toward urbanization in Iowa has resulted in the rapid
development of urban and suburban communities. 'Suburban communities adja-
cent to Iowa's. largest urban centers of Des Moines, Cedar Rapids .and Davenport
had the highest growth rates during the past decade. With population in-
creasing in the urban, suburban, and outlying rural areas adjacent to urban
centers, the population in metropolitan areas has increased significantly.-

The expanding population base in Iowa's metropolitan areas has created
an increasing demand for more goods and services.  People need health care,
employment opportunities, schools, llbrarles, churches, streets, public
water supplies, public sewage systems, garboge disposal, police protection,
fire protection, parks, playgrounds, civie centers, shopping centers

_transportatlon systems, etc,

1f high quality services are to be provided in the metropolitan areas
to meet present and future needs, ‘it will be necessary to plan for their
future growth and development. Successful planning in metropolitan areas
will require ‘the fullest cooperation and participation of both leaders
and citizens across town, city, and- cOunty lines. Success and progress in
the future development and growth of Iowa's. metropolltan areas can be
achieved if leaders ‘and c1t1zens face the problems .squarely and deal with
them cooperat1vely.

‘The. cont1nu1ng trends of decllnlng populatlon in rural areas and
1ncreas1ng population in urban. areas within Iowa suggest the need to con-

stantly re-evaluate the 1nst1tutlonal balance. Institutional balance is
_the relatlonshlp of number, location“and quality of churches, governmental
functions, medical services, " schools, shopplng centers, voluntary groups
and other social systems attempting to serve: people's needs. With a con-
tinued decline in total populatlon in rural areas, there are fewer people
to ‘support the’ ex1st1ng social, economic,. governmental and cultural insti-
tutions which" provide the goods ‘and services to meet people s needs.. .In
urban ‘areas, there is an expanding populatlon base. to .support the existing
community.. 1nst1tutlons which' provide the 'goods and services:to meet the
~ needs of people.‘ In both rural and urban areas, declslon -makers: and
'_c1tlzens need to consider these trend 1n adJusting ex1st1ng institutions
0% reorgan1z1ng 1nst1tutlons to meet the social, economlc,vgovernmental
,’and env1ronmental needs of Iowa s peopleujk' ‘ SR o
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APPENDIX A

County population. trends, 1950-1970,

Percentage

- Population Totals
- ‘ o Change

Cdunty‘

1960

1970

1960-1970

Adair
Adams
Allamakee
Appanocse
Avdubon

Benton

Black Hawk °

Boone
Bremer
Buchanan

' BuenaVViéta

Butler.
Calhoun
Carroll
Cass

- Cedar

Cerro Gordo

. Cherokee .

Chickasaw

Clarke. -

Clay
Clayton
Clinton
Crawford
Pallas

- - Davis
Decatur
 Delaware
Des Moines

‘Dickinson. . = [
: ‘Dubuqﬁej_“ .
.- Emmet- " .
. Fayette . .
cFloyd e e
' Franklin

" Fremont
-+ ..Oreene .

Hamilton

‘105893'

15,982

16,015
10,919

23,122
122,482

28,037
21,108

22,293

214189

17,467
15,923

23,431
17,919

L9,89L

18,598 .
15,034
. 8,222

18,50k
21,962

55,060
. 18,569

2ly,123

9,199 &
10,539
-18,L83. .

o ly,605

012,57

So.80,048

co1h, 8710

- 28,581

9,487
. 6,322
14,948,
15,087
9,595

22,885
132,916

26,470
22,737
21,746

20,693

16,953

14,287
223,912

17,007

17,655

49,335
17,269

14,969.

7,581

18,464
20,606 -

56,749

19,116
26,085

8,207
29,737
18,770

‘46’982

12556§ﬁ53",

90,609 .
14,009
126,898 1
19,8600
13,255

19561960

41145[

I .
wWHWMO O
- L] .

I 2.2.
- 2.5
10.9
-'509
2.0

o 1
HOW=a.08  F LR

WAVIOMIL DV Ne M0 OV e R

=129

C.=15.3

-6.3
" -6.3
12.1

10.3
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County population trends, 1950-1970 (continued).

County ‘ ‘ Population Totals .Peg;ZEZ:ge
1950 1960 1970 1950-1960 . 1960-1970
Hancock 15,077 14,604 13, 330 - 3.1 -8.7
Heréin = 22,218 22,533 . 22,248 1.L -1.3
Harrison - 19,560 17,600 16,240 -10.0 -7.7
Henry 1R,708 18,187 18,114 - 2.8 -0.4
Howard 13,105 12,734 11,442 -'2.8 -10.1
Humboldt 13,117 13,156 12,519 0.3 -4.8
Ida 10,697: 10,269 9,190 - 4.0 -10.5
Towa 15,835 16,396 15,419 3.5 -6.0
Jackson - 18,622 20,75L 20,839 1L 0.4
Jasper 32,305 35,282 '35,425 9,2 0.4
Jefferson 15,696 15,818 © 155774 - 0.8 -0.3
~Johnson -~ 15,756 53,663 = 72,127 S 17.3 34,4
Jones : 19,401 . 20,693 19,868 6.7 -4.0
Keokuk: 1 16,797 . 15,h52 0 13,943 - 7.8 -10.0
Kossuth ‘26 2bl1 25,31k - 22,937 - 3.5 -9.4
lee L3, 102 f uu,zov‘ 42,996 2.6 -2.7
‘Linn | 1ou 274 - 136,899 . 163,213 31.3 19.2:
‘Louisa S 11,101 - .10,2%0 -~ 10,682 = - 7.3 3.8
Lucas 12, 069 10,923 10,163 - 9.5 7.0
- Lyon ‘ ‘1h,697 © 0 1h,u68 13,340 - 1.6 -7.8
Madison 13,131 12,295 11,558 - 6.0 -6.0
‘Mahaska 24,672 23,602 0 22,177 . - L4.3 -6.0
Marion 25,030 25,886 26,352 = 0.2 1.8
Marshall - 35,611 37,98 41,076 6.7 8.1
Mnlls : 1h,06h - 13,050 11, 832 - 7.2 - 9.3
 'M3tche11 13,945 1,043 - 13,108 0.7 6.7
Monona . 16,303 . 13,916 12,069 -14.6 -13.3
Mcnroe . 11,81 10,463+ - 9,357 ~11.h -10.6
M‘O‘ntgom‘eryﬂ oo 15,685 . ’ _“'_"l).l L67 12,781 - 7.8 " -111._7 :
"Muscatjne Lo 32,148 33, 8&0]; 37, 181_ 5.3 9.9
7“O'Br1en S 018,970 “ ‘18,8ho;“r?;k, - 0.7 =7.0
‘.. Osceola o700 10,1810 10,06L =11 -15,0"
- Page - Qa »3'7rj23;921‘”ﬁg;ﬂ.21,023 , -12,1 =120 °
. Palo Alto. C015,891 0 1k, 736 013,289 0 o =i7.3 -9.8
r P1ymouth I ‘-23 25255;‘;~523“906~; ‘~24;312}[j7f 2.8 1.7
‘ ~fPocahontas ‘f”f'"'15 b96f}“7 ‘ lh 234 12 729,f‘3f.”

J;-‘;Polk e 226 ,olc fkﬁzée 315 286,100
#gfyPottdwattamle 69,682 83,192 86 9g13  e
f;Poweshlek - 19,3hhf¢ ”_5; 0 ] ,

9,528
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Laumty pwpulation trends, 1950-1970 (continued)., ;
| Population Totzls ‘Percenta'ge
Comumty , - Change
. 1950 1960 1970 1950-1960 1960-197C
Sac 17,518 17,007 . .15,573 - 2.9 -8.4
Scott 100,698 119,067 142,687 18.2- '19.8
Shelby 15,942 15,825 " 15,528 - 0.7 . -1.9
Sioux 26,381 26 375 27,996 - 0,02 6.1
Story hh 29l b9 327 62,783 11.4 27.3
Tam 21,688 21,413 20,147 -1.3 -5.9
Tayior 12,420 - 10,288 8,790 -17.2 -14,6
Uniom 15,651 o 13,712 13,557 -12.4 -1.1
Van Buren 11,007 9,778 . 8,643 =11,2 -11.6
Wapedlo h7‘,397 46,126 42,149 - 2,7 ~8.6
Warren 17,758 20,829 27,432 17.3 31.7
- Washington 19,557 19,406 18,967 - 0.8 -2.3
Wayne 11,737 . 9,800 8,405 -16.% -14.2
- Webster Lh, 241 CL7,8100 48,391 8.1 1.2
Winnebago 13,450 13,099 . 12,990 - 2.6 -0.8
Wimeshiek 21,639 21,681 1,758 0.1 0.5
Woodbury = 103,917 107 849 103,052 - 3.8 - -4.4
Worth. 111,068 10 259“3 8,968 ~-T7.3. -12.6
~ Wright 19,652 ~19,uu7 .17,294 - 1.0 -11.1
TOTAL 2,621,073 2,757,537 2,825,041 5.2 2.5
Source: Bureau of  the Census data,
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