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The author discusses how the civil rights movement in
Northern Ireland captured international puilic at*ention during the
1968-1969 period, through some of the rhetorical efforts of its
leaders. Prior to 1968 the Irish Republican Army movement faced
problems or apathy among its followers and negliect by governments of
botn Northern Ireland and England. Leaders then decided that* dramati
action was required to give the movement more necessary television
£xposure. In 1968, therefore, they embarked on strategies of
agitation and confrontation, which a“tracted the attention of th

™,

media, especially when the Noirthern lreland government overresacted to
che situations. With their expanded visibility I-R.A. activists began
to exercise some degree of sophistication in their use of the media

L0 exploit the government reactions and win international sympathy
£

X

i

-or their cause. (Author/RN)




)
V)

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

U 5 DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
EDUCATION & WELFARE
OFFICE OF EDUCATION

FTHIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REFROD
DUCED EXADTLY AS RECEIVED FROM
THE PEASON OR DRGANIZATION OR'G
INATI 1T POINTS OF viEW OR OPIY
10KS ATED DO NOT NE Ri
REFRESENT OFFICIAL O
CATIUN POSITION OR POLICY

FILMED FROM BEST AVAILABLE COPY

ELAND:
TION MEG7In

BIRAIGLION T8 HER
HIUGHTELY M&TFHAT &

“F.

O - Thin CORy
HEES L HAHIED

tH ATLAT
L THE PODYHICHT F



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

The dilemma faced by civil rights activists in Northern Treland
priov to October, 1968, was not a particularly unusual one for those con-
cerned with changing the stakus-quo: they were ignored by the establishmznt,

i

had limited resouvces and virtually no access Lo recular, parliamentary

[

ectives. Thus, new strategles and tacties had

[—

chunnels to promote their ob

to be utilized that would call attention to Ltheir grievances and force the

establishment to deal with their demands.

The discussion will first examine the plDblCm of Northern Ireland

in terms of the sourcecs of Catholic-Protestant confliet and the grievances

of the Catholic minority; next the nature of earlv civil right rhetorical

activity will be briefly explored. This scrves primarily as a contrast to
the media exploitation strategies which will provide the bulk of the paper.
Why, first of all, the need for civil rights agitation? Here, the

historical background is exceedingly complex. It goes subs tantially beyond

the conception ¢f two communitlies bitterly divided over reli igion.  The

religious labels conveniently identify disparate cultures and national
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When Northern Iveland was established in 1920, Catholics, feeling
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bitter and betraycd, deliberately opt system and the entires

state was erected without their participation. This meant that imbalance
was built-in fixture. Successive Unionist governments, far from attempting
te ameliorate the problem of a deeply divided community, took steps to
exacerbate it. Worse, these behiaviors were deliberate. Theirs was a
paranoid political system buiit on the conception of the Catholic minority
#s a threat to the State and an ovcasional border raid by IRA gunmen

reinforeed this seige wuntality. Obviously, there werc--and arc--somz real

abtdon into a
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united Treland--the pervasive influevce of the Roman Catholle church not

But active Protb

goes reasons currently advanced. Rather, 1 think,

Macaulay put it well when he observed that Ulsker Protestants exhibited "Thao

faults which are crdinarily found in dominant casteos and scets.' The

But some attitudes change. T the Catholic community, the earl
Ly, b

1960's marked the cmergence of a larger,

e
i
s
i
o
e,
i
0
3
i
Tl
[
K
P
1
o
th

class. This group was less preopared to acquiesce in the accept

ed inferiority or diserimination and more

assumed 1 r
dissatisfaction of the minority generally. The main ineluded:

chronically high uncmployment in heavily Catholic areas; job

company rules; disenfranchisement in local elections; gerrymandering, which

ancd sther harsh

geveral gvoups attempting to lobby

only bwo aspacts

thelr activicies.

of tho Unionists., Thev
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could then ¢ quikt

British, it follows that British subjecis awve

The significance of this tactic is that it turned aside contentions

rding the state Indeed, it tacitly acceptad that
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1 accordance with the norms
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right, demanded performance i:

and attempted to

e fit

was nob a sectarian is . TFraonehise reform,

many poor Protestants as well. 'This orientation was maintained in later

The second aspect of note recarding this inilkial gﬁv;l rights

activity was its obvious failure. Using traditionmal rhetorical means--such
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as pamphlets, petitions, speeches, deputations to Stormont and

(whnich still had ultimate conskitulticnal authority over Ulstex)--the ecivil

Wosgtminstor

atlempt ted to obtain action on Catholie srisvanc

had no desire to involve ditself in Northern Ireland af

Ysez no evil, hear no evil" attitude. Stormont simply ignored them. As

Martin Luther Hing once remarked, privileged groupsz seldom give up the
privilegesz voluntavily.

greabter minority
petitioning and

stminztar
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quite significanc in
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woman who just happened to be a local Unioni

lia could bhe exploited.

g Catholic Stormont M.P., Austin Curric,

ate an incident drametizing housing diseriminacion

in the Dungannmon Counky Tyromne area. Barly in 1968, Currie arranged fo:
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two Catholie families to each illezally oecudy council houses is

of Caledon. One of the squatting families moved and the Unionist county
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council alloecated the house to

it officialls se cerotary.  Under

no conditions co as a priority tenant. Nevertheles

sion of her house, right next door to the
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Family which had been served notice to either vacate or be evicted.

£r
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Currie, amazed at the unbelicvabla stupidity ox arrogance--most likely bo''i--
demonstrated by the Unionist council, siezed the opportunity. Thus, a few

days later, the

following Currie

and had to be carried out. Camerus from Ulster alevision and B.B.C.
Northern Ireland recorded the scene and viewors say one Mrs. Goodfellow,

her three children and all of thelr possessions deposited on the streeb in

wpt at utilizing a

as

conceivably would dowos
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tion behind them, Currie and
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With the

Ling Northern Treland Civ

4 and Dungaunnon, an area plagued with Injustices.

5

the Eowns of Coali
The question was, how to gtructure this agitation to obtain the

greatest possible madia exposure? Marches in Northern Ireland were common-
place but their purposcs wera traditional and ccmmemorative: Catholic march
marking the 1916 Irisa rebellicn, drangemen celebrating the Protestant
victory at the Battle of the Boyne, ecte. Hence, the proposed march had to
be glaitly apart from the n@rmai gectarian proce zéiansg saveral lactics
helped achieve this cnd.

Ep¥

lmportant identifying label. They wa

'H

Lvil rights, nol Catholic Rishis. As

wveire to ba avoide: An even wmore important tactic, in terms of both its

symbolic and practica’

was the Dungannon cily cenker which meant the marca would pass thiough a
Protestant aLg4==n} cusltonm Em!:athélL; processions. Organizers
saw the the differenca
betwean

more Linvediate, practical benefi

alwost assumedly would vesvlt in authorities ba

revouting it. By adamately wefusinz to be rero

Organirzers weve vory nuch coucerned thot
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rasonable, pon=violeont deusrt




that it came [rom the other side. So to Lhe surprise of evaryone, noa

participated and Che demonstrat

prosccded a
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participants staged a peaceful sit-down meating. As onc indicabioun

that the American protest model was not far out of wind, the weeting closed

The succesg o

the Dungannon warch prompted a group i

Ulster's sccond largest city, to organize a simil

was apparent that the outcome of ave

¥
-
T
i
o
(!
#
4
"
o
o
s
'—.A
[
=
[l
b
1T
i‘-—
o

and whereas local authoritics were in control in Dunganiion, the Ulste

Ministry of Fowme Af] active interest in the intended Darry

demonstration. The agitators. vsing tha same march route tactic, proposed

to demonstrate in the eity center. The Hom

e Affairs Minister, gne of the

that civil rights was just anothar I.R.A.

The demonz

Dungannon group,

was vecognizably high.  Obviously, a nowsworchy

event was developing

cultivated contacts among

members of che hrel

veezarally avoidad

nature of their provosed demons

tration., As

O
EMC tended Lo gpeak les:
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denongtrabla

not informed on specific urievances werc provided with a rationale ganeral

The details of the October 5, 1968 demonstration in Derry need not
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concern us. The general expectarion that a tense, unsophisticatec

lishment would over-react was confirmed. Again, the all-important televisi

and rampaging water car mons.  Soon these limages were on the world's TV

More than auything else, the events in De rry accomplished the

initial purpose of bringing civil rights gricvances! to broad, general

attention. In the process, a civil rights movement was formed and energized.

and rapressive laws. Tor the first time in nearly a generation, Northern
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Treland was thrust promimently back British politics.

The events subsequent to this--the farm, direction and demise of th
movemaat, the rebirth of the I.R.A. and present violence, are beyond the

scope of this paper. However, scveral closing observations regarding this

case study seem appropriate. In wmany instances, you no doubt noted the

strategies and tactics discussed here were not par ticularly unfamiliar, -
L find this reassuri for it suggests the possibility of more precise
theory construction regawrding the rhetorical development and sustenanca of
soclal movements--theorics applicabla across cultural bDuﬂd ies: For
example, my case appears to have some obvious com mparisons to the agitation-

E16

(Ccontrol paradigmn sugsested by Bowers and Ochs. Obviously, closc study of
o . : :
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hat Dritish obgervoers
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many diverse api Lot-movenant gituantions will be requived for us to

thearatical




