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AESTRACT

This curriculum guide describes a high school English
Frogram structured to meet the needs of the homeless boys of Boys
Town, Nebraska. The program is individualized, designed to provide as
much tutorial help as possible. The general goals of the program are
to improve communication skills in reading, writing, speaking, and
listening. The guide discusses the following specific components of
the program: grading, the basic skills learning center, oral
‘communications skills, the elective program, and tine summer school
program. Two reading lists are included: a list of literary ,
selections adopted by the majority of the schools in the Omaha area
and a list of high interest books for students with reading
difficulties. Also included is a bibliography of professional reading
tor the teacher in the areas of reading skills, composition and
rhetoric, language, literature, education, and English education.
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The development of an individualizéd program appears to be the
vest method for achieving our goal.
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No attempt will be made here to prove the merits of individ

adical or nev concept. Individualized learninp has alwars been
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It is no
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the aim of every good teacher. Dr. S. Alan Cohen,

[

to Read, discucses the following seven laws of lear:

Fl
"y

2]

i
\l'j
o
o
]
e
w

‘dividunlizes

1. ‘nen to tecach what depends upon the individual's capacity.
2. A motivated learner scguires what he learns more readily than

ordain failure. Realistic goal setting leads to more satisfactnry

improvement than unrealistic poal setting.

;p.‘l“
L]

Active participation b a learner is preferable to passive recen-

5. Meaningful tasks are learned more efficiently than La2sks not un-

derstood bty the learner.

6. Information zbout the nature of a2 good performance, kncwledge of his
= - 1z
own mistakes, and knowledge of successful results ald the learner.

7. The personzl history of an individual - his reaction to authority,
for example = may hamper or enhznce this ability to learn fronm e

given teacher.

The success of is not deter: d by the sh*s cal
structure of the center or by the materials thét are purchased. The success
of the procr in~-
volved. Dr lists

nine prioriti
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"therapeutic cla

Teach pupils to

matehing

Ensure guccess by

Dinenose, guide,

Supply on the spot first zid when naterials do not work or
when they are not available.
Develop new methods to solve the problem in, the future,

Perzonally interact with individuals and small groups.

b

Introduce lectures and other full group activities.
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Philosopny and Objectives

fhis curriculum guide departs frop mest curriculuns in that it deoes not

list specific objectives. 'The develounment of performance obicctiver is abrg-

tinl to ~n individuanlired spproach,

tensive ligt

tencher iz in the learning center and
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Grading
One of the of the lecarning system develowed by Dr. Cohen
is that the rewsirds for 5 stould be intrinsic, not extrin In otler
words, the student's d shoulé be the knowledre that he has ined and the
success trat he ning Systems is designed
so0 that every tas or a prcecedural activity,
provides immediate feedback whether he has achieved .
The ‘entire aystem divides learning into steps so that the student
"ds for achieve=

tie task.
n achieve closure quickl
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BASIC SrILLS LiaRNTNG CELTER

A1l of the courses taurht in the center are
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Lo students (lieterogenceous grouping)
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The rnglish

Zasic Okills Learning Center

taken from the booklet titled "A Brief

vstems -~ Heading' from Kandom liouse, Inc.
eveloped by Dr. S. Alsn Cohen and is
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schools. The

materials put ovt by over thiriy publishers. It is also a classroom manage-ent
syshter put out by Random House bducational Srestems, Inc. The o

of the system include in-service trzinins, The Instructienal
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"It defines the specific reading behavior to be measured,

Intensified Instruction. CStudents learn efficiently throurh en
intensified anproach, using approrrizte materials, technolop:
and systems. The intensive approach means a new role for the
teacher.

they can also evaluate students' performance with a rnovledge
of "what they are eveluating for."
scrintive diccsnosis. and it d;?
e diz;gnosis is g form of diagnosis which doesn't sszlien o nuster

read., Lt has five nmain characteristics:

sually by the nature of the test uszed.

nature of the test item. (Sample Sest items: "Select one of

four alternative titles that expresses the poragraph's main
idea." "Circle the initial consonant in the word.")

It defines the conditions of hehavior, specifying such cir-

cumstances as 'with a2 timed test" and "in
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Tt defines the criteria of mosterv in such terms as "grode

level achievenent" and "vercent correct,"

mastery are determined by the teacher, wno takes into con-



sideralion the entering level of the student, his general

o

level of abilitv, his degree of retardation, and the level
of the materizls available. The teacher sets an expectancy
level hirher than that at which the student is currently
ope grating, but 1Dw enough for the student to reach in a
relatively‘sﬁ@rt time.

5. It ansvers the question "So Uﬂﬁt shall I do about these
findings?" The teacher doesn't Just record a qualitative
or quantitative designation to a picce of the student's test

bekavior (for example, "Tom only got 40% of the answers right

on the initial-consonant test"); he also records a prescrin-
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The Accagnkbbli tr Concent

An jpportant stimulus to this system's development has been. a movement
gaining force in schools throughout the ceuﬁtrf the movement toward

accountability in a school program means that the

recisely what each student’ will lésrni—and that an

obgarver can see whethéf the student has learned it. Both the teacher
and the student know exactly what the student must learn; they know the
methods and materials hs will use to learn it; and they know what spe-

€ific behavior the student must manifest for him and the teacher to know

m-u,

that learning has occurred.
Motivation

The Student is motivated to continue his involverment in the Reading

M

Center by receiving direct feedbaclz for everything he does (in psycho-
Q '
ERIC logical terms, for every time he responds to a2 learning stimulus). Charts,
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graphs, fichievement Awards

nd chances to spend more time on reading activi-
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are designad to be attractive and inviting. In addition to the kits, work-

books and other prescribed reading materials, they contain bins of irade

books suitable for a wide ranre of inters
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Oral Communication 5kills

The student's prime means of ccmunication are through oral vpresentation.

4=

He communizates through articulation

0

T ideas and events. Therefore, due %2

]

glish program lists

the importance of oral communication skills, the Inglish
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sneecn clas is true that the
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an integrel nart
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every bnglisk class. HNevertheless, the English department believes that

every student will benefit both in his ability to communicate his ideas and in
the building of self-confidence if he takes a speech class. The hasic speech
course it described on the following mage. tore specific objectives can he



Speech treining contiributes to

to the full development of its citizens. Thosce who live in freedon

s
Bty

assume that persuasion is superior to forcej that the methods per-
suasion discussion, and cebate are preferatle to those of dictetion and
coercion. Dut the system of pcrsuasion works only when all sides have

equal opportunity to te heard and have spokesnmen of aﬁprcxlﬂa ely equal

skill t> defend their ideas. It req:

Not only doer speech training contribute to the vizor of a free
o P Q | o

Sggietfj it also cont tributes to the development of the individual within
that so . ies citizens to par-
ticipat iing processes of democrecr.
It ppreciation of the
indivicdu before it wes written
down, Through the tééhﬁiqués
of mode and intellectuals
address pact of radio and
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General 2

1.

2.

3, o]

L. Accueint icetion arts -
stage, radio, te perticipation in

projects as claes
5. Leern to work coope:

hrough denocratic

6. Aid development of critical judgment and the ability to give
1

[:RJ}:‘ and receive criticism in & healthy environment.
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The elective courses are one semester courses. The numher of studenis

in a ¢lazas depends on student ablllt” and course difficulty. The elec-

[l

to meet the necds of both the vocational and

esirne

h

fa

tive courses arc

the college bound students.

The courses marked with an asterisic are ecurses that will ke offered as

T

individualized courses in the learning center.

The number of semester courses required of & student depends on the

type of diploma that the student is working toward.

Crestive Viriting
*Grammar
*Indivicdualized Comoosition

Tre I
Hoder
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i
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VCJ =

Ind1v1dﬁ

*Readings in Lite u
(Guicded Reading Program)
Satire and ﬂuﬁﬁr

O
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ne elective courses are designed to mect the needs of bhoth the

pound student and the college bound student. HNot all of
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section will be taught every year. The
courses that are taught ezch vear will devend on the number of stu-

dents that elect the course. IFurther, since the elective program is’

o

.on, courses may be offered that are not listed

open to ex erimEEtét

The course descriptions that follow this prefac

The teachers who tesch the courses are asked to prepare lesson plans
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danger of losing continuity in an elective program. ‘Mhen the teachers
write their lesson plans, they are asked fo keep the following vnoints
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the generzl introduction to this curriculum guide.
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in the 9th grade. The elective courses must continue to reinforce
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Writing
The gosl of all instruction in writing is to encourarce the stu-
[ [ w3
dent to express himself in writing in & clear and understondzble menner.
£3

Although there are o variet; of avproaches to the improvement of writ-

grovth in writing skills., That premise is that a student learns to

write by writing. Therefore, written assignments that will provide

b
\J

Kty

the student with 2 variety of writing experiences must be made an inte-

Enl - 5 _ -
£

grel part of all the elective courses, TFurther, merely assigning

written work will not help the student. The practice in writing should
also be structured and evaluated., To zchieve this, teachers ere in-

and mark both

bl

4

7. Reward crestivity in writing at all levels of ability,



Literature teachers often ovtimistically presume tha* the s

forgetting that the read-

|

s for instruction in reod-

ing skills improvement. Ior this reason, the followins list of read-
& H £3

ing skills hos heen reprinted from the English Journ

pp. 773<h).. The teacher should review this 1list in orgonizing his

i

lesson plan

competencies

underst
detzils
* avents.
III. 8kills : ]
specif rd i 2
ing to t n ;
locate y orzenize, snd use infor-
mation 1d.
IV, Creative =2 g ity to draw conclus
malke inferences; to events and to ore
gained througt
information in
t information in
if: purpose; to dis
an oevant, the img
to d 2tween cause an
and
v, Res re, Underztandi
* living through
and feel; how
literary situs
's life: how =
develops plot; acter; now cha
of different liter the writing an
of literature; now *he lite re i

visualizing characters and setting; hovw
(&) '
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The major reason for teaching literature is to have the students
develop a mature appreciation for and understznding of literar: works
so that they will develon both perssnally and socially. The readings

should sréuwn_the student's intellectual curiosity and give him a

This guide does not intend to dictate to the teacher the literary

st be utilized. The following criteris are given
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select

2. Be relevant to the varying interests c? the students.

3. Enable the students to relate themselves to the kind of
world in whien thev live.

L, Provide ideal images of what they may become.

~J
L]

. Read some more, 4, Read

=
=
-

anything. 5. Read about everything. 6. Read enjovable things.

7. Read things you yourself enjoy. £. Read, and talk about it.

9. Read very carefully some things. 10. Read on the run most things.
1. Yut 12, Just resadl.!
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are to turn cut students that will want to read, we cuannot

rely solely on limited assigned reading. That means that during the

school yea
guiding th
the types
an exceller
reading.

determiné

cultivate

iy
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ding 1i
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rs we must cultivate in our students the habit of rezding oy

[

em to read material that thevy will enjoy. An evaluation of

and amount of outside reading also presents the teacher with

nt oopeortunity to evaluate the student's attitude toward

Tt is left up to the discretion of the individual teacher to

the type and amount of outside reading. The objective is to
a desire to read. The appendix does contain recommended
sts for the various levels. The teachers should usc these
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hmerdiecan Literature
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The literature selections in this
of the Americean snirit by the country's oulstanding writers from colon-

ial times to the present day. These selections reflect American princi-

ples and ideals. They are zlso selected for their artistic merit, and
ther contain ideas for meaningf ul discussion. The discussions and writ-

ten assignments attempt to broaden the student's understanding of how
present day fmerican ideals have developed through the years. This

course is open to juniors and seniors.
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to distinguish between good and medi literature. This course is
open to juniors and seniors.
Explorations in Literature
This is an excellent course for students who profess to be non-
ders. The books are selected for thier interest and readability.
The course is develoved around a mini-course format. The literature

selections for the mini-courses are taken from mystery stories, adven-
ture stories, sports stories, znd science fiction. It is the aim of

this course not only to get the student to read, but also to express

himself in sweech and writing.
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Through the use of a mini-cours
5

a
o

duced to the literary giants of many ages. The selections cre taken

from Greek literature, Roman literature, the Rible, Aythologyr, the epic,

and hoped for geal is to have the students leave the course with the

desire to continue reading selections from the classics.

The Minority Experience

The students in this course will be concerned with the culture

and heritage of various peoples as seen in literary selec'iens which
deal with the lives and customs of specific ethmic groups

grouns to our literary culture.’

lodern Literature

develop the sxills to analyze literary works more intensively, organize.

and beliefs in a written naper, end better

his place in the universe.

understand himself and 1
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Readings in Literature
This individualiced ananrozch to literature is basically & guided

reading progrom. Students are assigned to the individuzlized learning
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to introduce him to the better writers

"have influenced literature. The only specific objective that can be

books. If the course does motivate the student to continue reading

books and develop a desire for the knowledge, insight and aoppreciation

that one gets from rezding, the course will have fulfilled its uliina

Every effort was made to include great literature as well 2s relevant
literature for today's youth. In addition, using the Dale-Chall rezd-
ability formula, the selections were made so that the reading level

ranges from grade 5 to the college level. Laboratory cards are pro-

vided for each title. The cards include a student introduction, mean-

student is also told how many books he will have to read to receive a

Q ) )
ERIC certain grade. This is done on an individual basis.
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several well-known humorists and satirists, the student will try writing

his own humor and satire.

Understandin
These are excellent cou

basic skills,

and I1

["’1
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s
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rses for studernts who are deficient in

reading the selections in most literstur= courses.

1is is an excellent course-for the student who has had problems

Materials from the

in
t program vere selected for their high interest and readabilitv and
include works by authors from all over the world. The selections are
grouped into theméiig units. A reading and writing skills improvement

progran




Creative VWriting

Students learn tm write only by writing, editing, and testing tne

effect of their
hovever, should not be routine. It should be enjovable and rewardir

m
L

and encourzge the students to use their imagination. o achieve this
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aim, the materiale used in this course zre designed to stimulate the

student's imegination and provide him with a variety of writing experi=

ences. These experiences should provide en orportunity for every studen

to discover and know himself and provide an opportunity for every student

to observe, reflect upon, osnd reveal experiences in writing for others.
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those students who think that they would
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red review of grammar. The course

4]
[&]
=y

is individuslized so the student will be working only in the area

ot

This elective c.urse is designed to give a2 student who wants to

improve his writing the chance to do it in a setting that permits him

to work and learn at his own rate.
This course includes doth a situdy of grammar and a variety of

writing experiences. The student uses a programmed text and a varle+"

of filmstrips for grammar study. A student can skip all or part of

ERIC
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Journalism = The School New

This workshop course is directed toward the publicati-n of the

sgchool newspaper, The Covbov Grzette. It should be limited to students

of at least s is placed on news
editorial, s=por and feature writing along with column tryping and
page layout.

iirected toward the production of the
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cal manuals, letter writing, application forms, jobd hunting, job in-

" terviews, employer-employee reletions, and job resumes. The primary
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Tic course is taurht in the ‘individuslized learning center. It

in streamlining threir

overconing nine brakes
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Ind

that slow down reading; developing efficient ere movements; learning to

study effectively; knowing how to take shortcuts utilizine techiniques of

skimming, scanning, previewing and overviewi

studied. \ritten and‘or orsl reaction and revcrting are exnected.
Lhe primery objective of the course is to develop the student's reading

the students will

students are to

will face, the:
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semester credit.

Students select the courses either because they need to make up

credits or because they wish to take additional courses. In addition,
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all choir students are required to attend the summer schcol session be-
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The English department offers generally the same courses during

a full semester's credit by working in the center for two aours a da-.
The number of elective courses that are offered depends on how many
students sign up for a course,
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List A: Literary Selections
List B: Interest - Low Level Zelections
The following book lists are presented here for the benefit of teachers

neither mandatory nor exhaustive. The first list contazins selections that

have been, with few exceptions, adonted by the majority of

public, parochial,

and private secondary schools in the Omaha area.
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vy

of

I .ﬂ‘

| contains books that were selected on the basis

interest. The selections were made with the thought in mind that t-

material should be of th

m

appropriate level of difficul

able in type, and it must be of the appropriate interest level.

reader will not be interested in reading material that he cannot read, no
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Balzanc
Barrett
Bellany
Bennett
IBronte
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Bunyan
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Butler
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Golding
Goldsmith
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Hamilton
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Burdick
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Burn
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Kaufman
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Molloy
Mitchell

Tunis
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Neigoff
Anderson
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So You Lent 1

Wilt Chamberlain

Power and Sail

Strike.
Toung Szorts

Pro Cuarte
They Pay
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taemi illan,
Handonm Aﬁggﬁg

Qahan,
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LeFevre, Car
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Schell, Leo

others. The Teaching of Reading. D. C. Heath and

Aichard Braddock, eizl.,
Chmﬂﬁ;lgﬂ, Ilklﬁals.
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