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FOREWORD

Education in America today appears to be headed into one of the

most exciting eras in educational history. A primary reason for this is
the apparent desire of educational leaders for common sense change.
This educational leadership spans the entire breadth of educational
levels from the local to the national. At last, those who have the
power to influence change are responding to the frustrations as well
as to the dreams of education's benefactors.

{ For too long the school -curriculum has been .dominated by those

- who have held a rather limited view as to what constitutes an educated
person. . The result has been a curriculum embracing a long string of
"minuses" for its contribution to skill training which leads directly
to employment. Even the '"muffled" voices of those who have applauded
such education have conversely sounded a strange attitude that it is
for "someone else's children."

Hopefully, we have now reached a level of educational maturity
which practices the concept that "there is dignity in work." When
we have reached this pinnacle of educational maturity, teachers at
all levels will bs willing to take a new look, as they must, at
their subject area fields. After having done so, they can be ex-
pected to do some "plowing-up" and "re-sowing" with new and exciting
methods, techniques, and media. This means a change in thinking so
that preparation for a career becomes accepted as one of the clear .
and primary objectives of our system of education.

This compilation of ideas, sample activities, and other infor-
mation has been done with the desire and hope that it can serve a
useful purpose in the hands of classroom teachers, counselors, career
education leaders, and school administrators. It is proper that we
recognize the assistance and sound advice of my office staff in the
persons of Sally Weems, Billye Jackson, and Ken Morris. They have
been invaluable in making the compilation possible.

J. H. McMinn, Coordinator
Research, Curricula & Teacher Education
Division of Vocational-Technical Education
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Introduction to the Career-Centered Curriculum

O e

The Need for Career Education

The basic intenticn of educatian is to prepére students to live
fruitful and rewarding lives; however, many students exit from school”
ill-prepared for living in our complex society.

Students are indicating that the education they are now receiving
is not relevant to-their needs, This is particularlj true whéfe careers
are concerned. Perhaps, some of the problems our society n&w faces,
sych as drug abuse, racial unrest, unempléymen%c and violence, are
demonstrative of the irrelevancy of our present educational system.

Career education cannot be considered the panacea for the ills of
s;ciety, but it is one positive approach to solviﬁg some of the
dilemmas which now challenge us. The need for a change from the traditional
to a curriculum emphasizing preparation for life is suppérted by the

following statements:

1. The school drop-out rate increases by three-quarters of a

million people per year.

The traditional curriculum has emphasized\preparation for
college; however, only 20% of the jobs in the United States
require a_baccalauréate degree.

Colléges and universities are currently graduating more
studeﬁt; than there are jobs for these graduétes.
Unemployment in the United States is a major problem.

(Unemployment among teenagers is approximately'five times

higher than it is for adults).




Approximately 2.5 million students exit from tﬁé

" formal education system each year without adequate
career preparation,

Training programs existing outside the school structure
are extremely costly. .‘

The influx of women and black workers into‘the lab;r
market will require expanding training opportunities.

A solution td und;remployment is a mounting issue.

The increase in welfare recipients requires more tax !

dollars.
In 1970, only about one student out of six Qas enrolled

in occupational preparation,




-The Career-Centered Curriculum

A Definition

The career-centered curriculum is a design and a process which aims
at preparing students for life, especially their working lives., It is
based on the supposition that in order to be successful in life, people
need: (1) sociological skills to participate in community, state, aqd
" national affairs; (2) psyéhological skills to aéhieve self-awareness and to
.develop personal qualities that chafﬁcterize the effectiQe worker; and
(3) occupational skills to earn a living and to serve as a base for
growth and advancement in a career field.

The career-centered curriculum attempts to provide these minimal

skills through a developmental program divided into stages of awareness,

exploration, preparation, and continuing education.

Awareness Stage "

The function of thé awareness stage whichAspans grades K through 6
is to broaden pupils"horizons as related to caréer knowledge and to
correct distoétions that many children have concerning careers. The
task of expanding career awareness ig accomplished by guiding elementary
-pupils through a study of careers found in such familiar settings as the
family, school, neighborhood, community, and state.

The study of careers is not intended to supplgnt any instruction
at the elementary level; rather, career information and activities should

be integrated into the existing curriculum in such a manner that the

regular subjects become the media through which careers are presented,




Opportunities are provided for pupils to become aware of. tasks
common L0 certain careers by incorporating work activities into
instructional proceedings. Pupil participation in the tasks involved
in completing the as:zigned work not only increases their awareness of
these tasks, but also facilitates their learning behaviors such as
cooperation and dependability needed fo; entering and maintaining

employment.

Exploration Stage

The exploration stage encompasses grades 7 through 10. At this -
level students are encouraged to explore their interests and abilities,.
to undertake a study of careers, and to partic{pate in career related
experiences.

Guidance personnel working with individuals and small groups assist
students in their self-exploration. Various inventories are administered
"and intéipreted to students to expediate their beginning a detailed
study of themselves.

During grades 7 and 8, students explore careers on a broad base.
Procedures foélexploration vary but éenerally follow the pattern of
integrating career information and experiences intc existing classes and
adding special classes such as Occupational Orientation.

Occupational Orientation classes give distinctive impetus to career
exploration by directing students through a study cf five units of
investigation, namely: (1) self-exploration; (2) industrial, trade and
craft occupations; (3) consumer 'and homemaking occupations; (4) public
service occupations; and {5) production, distribution, and management

occupations.




Students in grade 9*narr6w their fields of exploration to particular
career clusters of their own interests. Simulated work experiences
which allow ;tﬁdents to assess their performances, aptitudes, and interests
are emphasized. The shops and laboratories related to different studies
offer natural settings for work simulations,

Having progressed through the awareness stage and three years of
exploration, the tenth grade st;dent may Select a career cluster that he
wishes to explore in depth. Guidance eff ‘ts ere intensified to add

more assurance of a wise selection. Teachers of English, mathematics,

science, and social studies add new relevance to their subject by

relatiag them to careers; thus, students are motivated to better performance in

these classes.

Preparation Stage

The preparation stage is focused in grades eleven and twelve and hag
as its aim preparing students for the world of work. Preparation is
accomplished in various ways utilizing ongoing programs. For the student
whese career choice requires a baccalaureate degree, asgistance is provided
in the selection of rroper courses of study that will lead to entrance
into college. Guidance coungelors also provide information concerning
colleges and universities in order to facilitate the student's gelection of an
institution that best meets his particular needs.

Students who desire to begin work after high school graduation can
enroll in one of the vocational education programs to receive training.
These programs differ somewhat Zrom éne school gystem to another, but
usuully selections can be made from agricuitgre, auto mechanics, building

trades, consumer economics, metal trades, industrial drafting, industrial




electricity, and office occupations.

Cooperative vocational education, a vocational education program employing
on-tha-job training correlated with classroom instruction, can be utilized
to expand training opportﬁnities. The operational base of the cooperative
progran if bFoad enough to offer students career trainiﬁg in most

Y

occupational areas found within the community.

f

Continuing Education

’ The progy-m for continuing education exists for those no longer enroiled
in regular school programs who desire to learn new skills or update their
exiating skills. Training programs are essentially the same in the

continuing education stage as they are in the preparation stage. Structerally,
programs are cpen-ended in order to allow trainees to‘enter at any time

and exit upor achievement of a certain level of competency.

Summary
The career-ceatered curriculum is designed to assist students,in
selecting and preparing for careers. While emphasis is placed upon
occupational skills, they are considered only one facet of the total program,
The sociological and psychological skills necegsary for effective living
are deemed equally important.‘ |
The curriculum is developmental in nature encompassing four stages
ranging from a broad survey approach to specialization in particular careers.
Provisions are made for re-entering the system for learning or improving skills.
In its implementation, the concept of the career-centered curriculum

does not advccate the abrogation of existing curriculums, Its intention is

to revitalize existing curriculums around a career development theme util{zing




the expertise of counselors and teachers in the creation of a total school

experience that me:ts the needs of students and society.




As-you, the educator, read the following
by Dr. Stephen Cory, read intently, for
the next two pages point out better than
many voluminous works the need for

changes in our attitudes about education
and teaching. )

-
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THE POOR SCHOLAR'S SOLILOQUY

S € N

" by ‘ e
Stephen M. Corey, Professor of Education
University of Chicago

" No, I'm not very good in school. This is my second year in the seventh grade
and I'm bigger and taller than the other kids. They like me all right, though, even
if I don't say-much in the schocl room, because outside I can tell them how to do a
lot of things. They tag me around and that sort of makes up for what goes om in
school. o

I don't know why the teachers don't like me. They never have very much. Seems )
like they don't think you know anything unless you can name the book it comes out of.
I've got a lot of books in my own room at home .... books like Popular Science,
Mechanical Encyclopedia, and the Sear's and Ward's catalogues, but I don't very often
just sit down and read them through like they make us do in school. I use my books
when I want to find something out, like whenever Mom buys anything second hand I iook
it up in Sear's and Ward's first and tell her if she's getting stung or not. I can
use the index in a hurry to find the things I want. .

In school, though, we've got to learn whatever is in the books and I just can't
memorize the stuff. Last year I stayed after school every night for two weeks trying
to learn the names of the presidents. Of course, I - . some of them like Washington
and Jefferson and Lincoln, but there must have been thirty altogether and I never did
get them straight. I'm not too sorry though because the kids who learned the Presi-—
dents had to turn right around and learn all the Vice-Presidents. I'm taking seventh
grade over but our teacher this year isn't so interested in the names of the Presi-
dents. She has us trying to learr the names of all the great inventors. The kids
seem interested.

I guess I just can't remember names in history. Anyway, this year,- I've been
trying to learn about trucks because my uncle owns three and he says I can drive one
when I'm sixteen. I already know the horse power and number of forward and backward
speeds of twenty-six American trucks, some of the Diesel's and I can spot each make
a long way off. It's funny how that Diesel works. I started to tell my teacher about
it last Wednesday in science class when the pump we were using to make a vacuum in a
bell jar got hot, but she said she didn't see what a Diesel engine had to do with our
experiment on air pressure, so I just kept still. The kids seemed interested though.
I took four of them around to my uncle's garage after school and we saw the mechanic,
Gus, tearing a big Diesel truck down. Boy, does he know his stuff.

I'm not very good in Geography either. . They call it economic geography this
year. We've been studying the imports and exports of Chile all week, but I couldn't
tell you what they are.  Maybe the reason is I had to miss school yeaterday because
my uncle took me and his big trailer truck downstate about two hundred miles and we
brought almost ten tons of stock to the Chicago Market.

He had told me where we were going and I had to figure out the mileage...He
didn't do anything but drive and turn where I told him to. Was that fun! I sat
with a map in my lap and told him to.turn south or southeast or some other direction.
He made seven stops and drove over.five hundred miles round trip. I'm figuring now.

10




what his oil cost and also the wear and t=zar on the truck —- he calls it depreciation
so we'll know how we, made out.

I can even write out all the bills and send letters to the farmers about what
their pigs and beef cattle brought at the stockyard. 1 only made three mistakes in
seventeen letters last time, my aunt said -- all commas. She's been through high
school and reads them over. I wish I could write school themes that way. The last
one I had to write was on, "What a Daffodil Thinks of Spring," and I just couldn't
get going. '

e

1 don't do very well in school arithmetic either. Seems I just can't keep my
mind on the problems. We had one the other day like this: ‘ -

If.a 57 foot telephone pole falls across the.cement highway so that

e

17 1/6 feet extend from one side and 14 9/17 feet from the other, -
how wide is the highway?

That seemed to me like an awfully silly way to get the width of a highway. I
didn't even try to answer it because it didn't say whether the pole had fallen
straight across or not. e

Even in shop I don't get very good grades. All of us kids make a broom holder
and a book end this term, and mine was sloppy. I just couldn't get interested.
Mom doesn't use a broom any more with her new vacuum cleaner, and all our books
are in a book case with a glass door in the parlor. Anyway, I wanted to make an
end gate for Uncle's trailer but the shop teacher said that meant using metal and
wood both and I'd have to learn how to work with wood first. I didn't see why but
I kept still and made a tie rack at school and the tail gate after school at my
uncle's garage. He said I saved him $10. )

Civics is hard for me, too. I've been staying after school trying tc learn
the "Articles of Confederation" for almost a week because the teacher said we
couldn't be good citizens unless we did. I really tried, because I do want to be
a good citizen. I did hate to stay after school, though, becausé a bunch of boys
from the south end of town have been cleaning up the old lot across from Taylor's
Machine Shop to make a playground out of it for the little kids from the Methodist
Home. I made the jungle gym from old pipe and the guys made me Grand Mogul to keep
the playground going. We raised enough money collecting scrap this month to build
a wire fence around the lot.

Dad says I can quit school when I'm fifteen and I'm sort of anxious to becaus
there are a lot of things I want to learn how to do and, as my uncle says, I'm not
getting any younger.




RESPONSIBILITIES OF PERSONNEL
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RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE ADHINISTRAIOR IN THE CAREER EDUCATION PROGRAM

(The Leadership Function)
Sponsoring a preliminary survey of existing school services, f;cilities,
and resources to determine~the school's readiness for a career education
program. .

Getting assistance from specialists regarding techniques of initiating a

‘ career education program.

Discussing budgetary requirements of the career education program with the
board of education. .

Planning preliminary meetings of the school staff to discuss approaches to
establishing a career program.

Selecting an advisory committee which is acceptable to the faculty and
community.

v
Cooperating with this committee in determining a plan of action.
Providing sufficient time so that the plan of action can be carriéd out,
Selectiqg staff members who are interested, capable, and qualified.

(The Support Function)
Providing suitable space and facilities for housing the staff and materials.

Arranging in-serﬁice education activities fis &ca:. nembers.

Encouraging staff members to secure additionai knowledge about career
education through college courses, on-site visitr - programs already in

~ existence, and reading professional publications.

Encouraging constant evaluation of the program and supporting changes that
seem to be necessary as a result of such evaluation.

Encouraging members of the teaching staff to participatz fully in carrying
out career activities within the framework of their own classes.

Continuously interpretung the career education program to the community.




RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CAREER EDUCATOR
Assume the leadership for implementing career education concepts into
the curriculum.

Informing the administration how themconcepts and objectives of the career-
centered curriculum are being carried out.

Maintaining good public relations.

Submitting progress reports to the state project director.-

Assisting occupational orientation teachers in implementing the program in
their respective segments of the program,. .

Arrange and coordinate career education in-service training.
Supervising the budget.
Supervising the ordering of materials.

Assum~ re: onsibility for o~ ‘ue-scene in-service training ofrfaculty
and staf’.
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10.

11,

12.
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RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE OCCUPATIONAL ORIENTATION TEACHERS 4

Cooperating with teachers in an effort to provide worthwhile activities
of a career-centered nature which would add relevance to the academic
program of study. :

Coordinating career activities to prevent duplication.

Developing a time schedule in cooperation with each teacher whereby a
planning session can be held on some tegular basis.

e———

Acting as a consultant upon whom the teachers ﬁay call for suggested career
related activities.,

Providing a prolific source of céreer materials through a well organized
career resource center. . : :

Surveying local career resources and arranging for utilization of these.
Acting as, a source of referral for teachers who determine a definite area

of career interest which needs to bte explored by any one student or a group

of students. -

Maintaining a personal file on all career-centered curriculum students,

Working cloéely with the guidance counselor in administering tests for the
purpose of self-analysis. !

Keeping written records of career related instructional procedures being
vsed in the classroom.

Assisting in conducting career education in-gervice training. -

Communicating to the career educator how the concepts and objectives of the
career-centered curriculum are being carried out in their respective segments
of the program. .




1,

2.

‘3.

4,

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COUNSELOR

-

Gathering data on students through a variety of tools and techniques such
as interviewing, testing, case conferences, etc., which would serve as a
future reference in the career development process.

Coordinating this data and supervising its maintenance through cumulative
records. .

Counseling with pupils concerniné educaticn and career plans,

Collecting, organizing; and maintaining information of an educational,
vocational, or environmental nature.

Presenting this information to pupils through assemblies, homeroom programs,
career conferences, college days, and other group procedures.

Assisting in career in-service education of all staff members.

A

Serving in a public-relations capacity ky maintaining close work
- relationships with various community agencies.

oy e
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10.

1l.

12.

13.

14,

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE TEACHER

Making every effort to understand the values.a:nd purpores of the program.

Cooperating with the administration and career staff in carrying out policies
considered essential to the development of career education.

Exchanging information with colleagues that would ‘be helpful in meeting the
objectives of the program, and which would help students make a better personal,
social, or education adjustment.

Observing pupils in various activities in and out of the classroom, noting

their patterns of behavior in group situations and becoming aware of their
interests, attitudes, values, work habits, etc.

Recording behavior which they feel is a significant.indication of career
choice to be filed for future reference during career counseling.

Instilling proper attitudes toward work and study.
Giving pupils individual assistance in making desirable social adjustments.
Becoming aware of careers related to the subject areas taught,

Creating methods of relating to and incorporating career information into
subjects taught. :

Creating in the students an awareness of possible careers in which they will
be involved in the future.

Cooperating with occupational orientation teachers in planning career
related activities to be implemented in the classroom. .

Providiag information that will help students to make appropriate educational
and vocational choices.

Communicating to the occupational orientation teacher how the concepts ‘and
objectives of the career-centered curriculum are being carried out.

Referring students who show definite interests in specific career areas to the
occupational orientation teacher and/or counselor for additional information,
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10.

11,
12,
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15,

16.

17,

18.

19,

20,

21,
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RESPONSIEILITIES OF THE TEACHER AIDES

Type tests, handout materials, class records, correspondence, etc.

Duplicate materials as requested by teachers (spirit duplicating
machine, mimeograph, etc.) . :

Record test marks and homework.

Monitor study activity based on standards established by the
teachers.

Maintain inventory check on teaching materials and supplies,
Under direction of teachers organize and maintain files.

Accept telephone calls, take and deliver telephone messages for + -
teachers. N

Maintain orderly arrangement of classroom storage equipment
and instructional material.

~.Be alert to and attend needs for tidiness and readiness of class-

room for desirable learning environment.

Transfer appropriate anecdotal information from office records to
student cards,

Keep attendance records.,

Monitor groups on field trips, assembly programs, etc.
Monitor make-up tests. -
Distribute and collect student materisals (health cards, etc.)

Handle routine interruptions, i.e., notes from other teachers,
messages, retc,

Assist students in preparation of bulletin board displays.

Fill in appropriate information on report cards, fﬁilbre
notices, letters to parents, etc.

Handle make-up work and tests for absentees.
Operate audio-visual equipment and materials,
Prepare visual materials for instruction as determined by teachers.

Carry out other assignments of a similar nature as requested by
teachers.

18
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CAREER-CENTERED CURRICULUM CONCEPT CHART

. (The concepts found on the following
chart are those suggested for imple- \
mentation in a Career-Centered )

Curriculum) -
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Career
Activities




T

in'plaaning career activities to be utilized in the career-centered
curriculuin programs, teachers need to give speciai attention to the
appropriateness of these activities.

A good activity implemented to the wrong group at an improper level
can prove futile; thérefore, it is necessary to know something of the
nature of the students who will be involved in the activity before the
nature of the activity can be identified.

I have attempted.to amalyze the developme;tél tasks and characteristic
reactions gf certain séages of develqpment and from this analysis dgéernine
the nature of the career activities that would best suit students at
various developmental stages.

This guide is brief and certainly is not all_inqlusive concerning
what a teacher needs_ to know about pupils in a class. It dﬁes, however,
emphasize the importance of knowing the pupils to whom career activities
will be addressed, and. it can be used as an aid in developing activities

to be utilized in the career-centered curriculum.

Ken Morris, Program Officer
Career-Centered Curriculum
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SAMPLE OF CAREER' ACTIVITIES

The following are samples of the activities
prepared by the teachers of the New Albany

o . ) City Schools during the school year, 1971-
1972, in order to carry sut caceer related
activities within the framework of their
regula:r classroom settings. Xt is not the
intent of this material to serve as a
specific guide but as a reference for ideas
in carrying out future activities.

Activities are divided into three groups:
elementary school, middle school, and high
school. Most material is presented according
“ to subject area rather than grade level
because many activities are flexible enough
to be used at different levels.




Sample Activities
for the
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Grade Levels 1-5
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Sample Activities
for the
MIDDLE SCHOOL
Grade Levels 6~8
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