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PREFACE

While this issuc of the bulletin maintains the established policy of treating a specific theme--
in this case, the causes and consequences of carly school leaving-—it differs from previous
numbers in that it is entirely devoted to an analytical survey of relevant rescarch activities.
The aim of the compilers, Professors Russell Beirn, David C. Kinsey and Noel F. McGinn
of the Center for Studies in Education at the Graduate School of Education, Harvard
University, was to provide an introduction to the subject for pl.nners, practitioners and
researchers concerned with education. The authors first describe the purpose, scope and
orgamzation of the bibliography, and then go on to comment on certain importzant patterns
and problems in the studies surveyed and in particular: the definition and recognition of
«he problemn in different settings; the incidence and treatment of the related factors; and the
rescarch desigi 5 and methodology employed. The opinions expressed are those of the
authors and are not necessarily those of Unesco.

In additior: to the aim formulated above, the IBE considers this work to be a valuable
follow-up tc the 32nd session of the International Conference on Education (Geneva,
September 1970) and to an earlier issue of the Bulletin (vol. 43, no. 173, 1970), both of
whicih had as their main theme the problem: of wastage in education. The present survey,
however, goes mnuch further in two major respects than anything published earlier: first,
it deals not only with the antecedents of early school leaving but also examines in detail the
consequences, and, secondly, it systematically identifies the methods and variables used in
cach study and gives a comprehensive report on the findings.

Inevitably, the material is drawn largely from English Janguage sources and, in particular,
from the USA where theie has been much more research in this field and from where the
relevant materials are more plentiful and accessible. Nonetheless, the major point of
reference in the survey is the Third World and therefore it is to be hoped that future studies
and research projects concerned with the problem in developing countries will have much
to gain froin an understanding of the research designs, mett.ods and findings presented in
this work. It is also to be hoped that it will stimulate others, in different parts of the globe,
to undertake similar surveys, and thereby further contribute to a truly world-wide informa-
tion tool designed to heip improve the efficiency of education.

It only remains for the editors to congratulate the authors for undertaking this extenstve
survey and to express our thanks to them for permitting the end-result of their work to be
published in this periodical.
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FOREWORD

This analytical survey of rescarch on early school leaving has been done under the auspices
of the Center for Studies in Education and Development at the Graduate School of Educa-
tion of Harvard University. The authcrs are indebted to the support and advice of their
volleagues at the Center. They also wish to thank the many individuals in unjversities,
research centres, ministries, and international agencies in various parts of the world who
were 50 helpful in locating and sending research materials.




ERIC

PAFuiToxt Provided by ERIC

I. Introduction

With the rapid expansion of ¢ducation in the Third World during recent years, the old
problem of early school leaving has assumed new proportions and significance. In devel-
oped countries, where the increase of school enrolments has occurred over a longer period
of time and typically was preceded by economic growth, it has been possible to achieve a
relatively high level of expenditure on education that does not jeopardize investments in
other scctors. Here the norm is for pupils to obtain at lcast eight or nine years of education
before leaving school and entering the labour market. In developing countries, how.ver,
as much as a third of the nat'onal budget is often devoted to rapid educational growth;
and this represents a drain on scarce resources that compromises other efforts to develop
the economy in the short term. The major quantitative result of this educational expansion
is a vast majority of pupils who leave school with from one to nine years of schooling. In
view of the sacrifice this investment in education involves, it is generally assumed that there
is a scrious inefficiency in early school leaving and that this is particuiarly costly for deve-
loping countries.

The expansion of primary education may be a response to social demand or the result
of a policy of democratization that stresses the right to education and cquality of oppor-
tunity. But it is also believed that primary schooling will have various deveiopmental
cffects. For instance, it will produce a new type of citizenry that is functionally literate, is
more unified and oriented towards the national state, and operates more effectively in 1he
modern sector. At the secondary level the objective is typically not only selection for higher
education but also the production of middle level cadres that can fulfil manpower needs
in a devcloping society. Indeed, the assumption that cducation can and does perform thesc
functions is often used to justify the relatively high cost that an expanded educatiosal
structure represents for a poor country. Those concerned with the discrepancy betweea
high costs and low rates of retention that imply limited goal-achievemet, are raising a new
set of questions. Why are so many dropping out or not reaching the educational level where
the investment is expected to yield results? Can one identify those factors contributing to
premature leaving t! at are subject to correction by policy measures? What in fact is the
result and relevance of schooling in terms of the intended changes in skills, social functions
or attitudes among those who leave school and enter society? At what educational levels
do these changes appear or not appear, and what do they suggest as to where efforts for
retention should be focused or the nature of schooling be adjusted to meet goals?

Until recently studies in this area have predominantly been concerned with attrition
rates and student flows. However, the increasing pressures for greater efficiency and remedial
action underline the nced for another focus of research. As has been pointed out in a recent
survey of cmerging research needs in educational planning, “‘now there is interest in
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extending these inquiries into analyses of causes of wastage, together with :he cducational,
social and economic consequences of various patteins of system performance with respect
to retention and completions’”.!

Understandably, more rescarch on these issues has been carried out in the West than
in the Third World, and more attention has been given to causes than consequences of
premature leaving.  Yet the problem clearly is more acute, and has more severe cost impli-
cations, in developing countrics. In addition, a good case may be made for the parallel,
if not prime, importance of studics on the consequences of early school leaving. A well-
designed and exccuted follow-up sindy of pupils who have left school can give a basis for
assessing the relevance or cfiectiveness of a school system. And, particularly important,
it can indicate the relative significance, in personal and social terms, of carly leaving at
various points in the school system. Grounds arc thereby provided for deciding how much
aitention should be given to early leaving as a problem, and where in the system priority
should be given to analysing and 1emedying the causes of poor retention.

PURPOSE OF STUDY

As rescarch begins <0 respond more directly to these needs it is desirable to consider the
problems, approaches and content of what has alicady been done. To this end we have
carried out an cxiensive survey of research on the antecedents and consequences of carly
school leaving that has been done in various parts of the world during recent years. On
the basis of this survey we are presenting an analytical commentary on such research and
a sample of the more substantive studies in the form of research abstracts. The abstracts
include the objective of the study, the methods employed and the findings.

Our purpose, then, is to offer an introduction o rescarch on the antecedents and conse-
quences of early school leaving for planners, practitioners, and researchers who are concern-
ed with education. For those initiating or designing future rescarch it is hoped that this
will help them benefit from the strengths, weaknesses, and suggestions of previous work
in the field. The abstracts are given in sufficient detail to enable the researcher to decide
if it would be useful to consult the original source. As presented, they may also help him
1o formulate hypotheses and consider alternative methods for future studics.

SCOPE

The studics sutveyed deal with the antecedents and conscaucnces of early leaving from
formal primary and secendary schools. In general the concentration has been on selecting
studies that analyse processes and relationships between variables rather than merely des-
ctibing the problem. Ca'culations of attrition rates or wastage have been excluded, as have
been macro-studies of educ tinn and development.

The major point of reference ia the survey is the Third World. There nas been relative-
ly little rescarch done on the issucs in these areas; so, in sclecting studies, an cffort has been
made to be as comprchensive as possible in order to give a representative idea of the work
being done. On the other hand, relevant materials for the developed countries, and parti-
cularly the United States, are much more plentiful and accessible. Here, the criteria for
sclection have been more rigorous. The emphasis is on significant contributions that are
generaily based on cmpirical study and offer theoretical or methodological insights, identify
variables, and suggest or test hypotheses. The basic purpose for including such studies is
to broaden the horizon of possible research designs, methods and hypotheses that might
be considered in formulating new studies in the Thira World.

1. Platt, Wilham J. lcsearch for educational planning: notes 01 emergent needs. Paris, Unesco: Interna-
tional Institute for L s.1cational Planning, 1970, p. 26.
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TERMS

The concept of early or premature school leaving is often variable from one type of educa-
tional system to another, and its definition as well as significance is influenced by the parti-
cular settings of different countries. This problem will be discussed in the following section,
but it may be noted here that the definition of “carly”” can be based on two types of norms.
It can be determined by i legal norm, such as leaving school before completing a “‘com-
pulsory’’ stage of educution or before reaching a mimmum age. Or it can be based on a
socially assumed norm, such as a stage or age that is considered to be desirable to reach
before leaving school.  Variations on these norms can range from a system where a pupil
who completes primary school but is only 12 years old will not be considered an early
leaver, to a system where a pupil who passes the minimum school age but does not complete
secondary school is scen as leaving early.

It is well to make a distinction between “‘dropouis’ and “‘leavers”. A dropout will be
considered here to be oue who leaves school before the end of the final year of the stage in
which he is enrotied, whether that stage be primary school or a short or long form of secon-
dary schooling. In contrast a leaver will be defined as a graduate of primary or short form
of secondary school who does not continue his formal education. In some systems only
a limited percentage of primary graduates, for instance, are admitted into the next stage.
Consequently the rest become school Icavers duc to the design of the system, and cannot
be considered to be dropouts. Occasionally reference is made to *‘structural dropouts”,
or pupils who are dgirected into short, terminal tracts or schools on the sccondary level.
This is a particular use of the term dropout, and will appear only in connexion with a few
studics. Both dropouts and leavers may re-enter a school of some type, but with few excep-
tions this falls outside the scope of the studics under consideration.

Because of the diversity of systems and settings, no uniform cross-national definition
of early school leaving is possible. For purposes of sclecting studies the term “‘carly school
leaving™ is uscd to subsume a range of types of dropouts and leavers along the primary-
secondary school sequence. It is understood that what constitutes “carly’ leaving will
have to be viewed in reference to the particular cou iry where the study is carried out.

The ““antecedents’’ of carly leaving comprise those factors outside as well as inside the
school that seem to be related to the departure from school. These factors may have an
associative or causative rclationship to early leaving and may pertain to voluntary or in-
voluntary reasons for departure. ‘‘Conscquences’ of carly leaving deal with the extent
to which post-school characteristics of individuals differ according to their level of schooling.
Differences in characteristics may be identified as being associated with more or less educa-
ticn, but to be considered ultimately as consequences they must be attributable to school,
rather than non-school, influences.

PREVIOUS SURVEYS

In the past decade there have been few surveys of any kind dealing with literature on early
school leaving. The main coverage on an international scale that includes summaries of
works on this problem appeared in the Bulletin of the International Bureau of Education in
1969.1 This is>ue is devoted to an annotated bibliography of published sources on wastage
in primary, sccondary and higher education. There is a section on the causes of wastage,
including dropouts, but stidics on the consequences of leaving arc not included. The single
paragraph summarics tend to concentrate on the findings or conclusions of the study.
A regional survey of literature on cducational wastage and school dropouts in Asia was
prepared for Unesco in 1966. 2 Here the findings of studies on clementary school wastage
arc cummarized but again conscquences are not considered.

). Bulletin of the International Bureau of Education (Genevay, vol. 43, no. 173, 1969.
2. Bulletin of the Unesco Restonal Office for Education in Asia (Bangkok). vol. 1, no. 2, March 1967,
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The only substantive survey to deal with sources on both the causes and consequences
of carly school leaving covered only the United States and was published in 1964. ! In
this report there is a topical discussion of rescarch findings on different aspects of the high
school dropout problem, followed by a bibliography with brief annotations,

Against this background, it will be observed that the structure of the present survey
represents & new departure on two counts. It is the first survey on an internaticnal scale
to include studics on both the causes and consequences of carly school leaving. And it is
the first to provide suystantial abstracts that systematically identify methods and variables
uscd in cach study, as well as reprting findings.

SOURCES CONSULTED

In the course of this survey a wide varicty of published, and in some cascs unnibliched,
sources have been consulted. These include books, monographs, periodicals, international
agency and national government reports, and deoctoral dissertations. Some sources selec-
ted deal exclusively with the topic, while others report on pertinent empirical research in
sections of a more general work. In a few cases a source is included that is not based on a
specific rescarch study but contributes a new perspective that s judged to be useful for our
purposc. Regrettably some types of sources were not consulted, notably doctoral disser-
tations in various parts of the world and many local periodicals concerned with cducation,
since they are difficult to obtain.

On the basis of accessibility and potential use in the Third World, the concentration
has been on sources written in English, French or Spanish. Within these limits, the coverage
has been as comprehensive as possible on recent studies appcaring before 1970,

ORGANIZATION

The commentary in the next secticn reviews the patterns and problems apparent in the
rescarch and discusses future needs in the ficld.

Following this the abstracts of slected rescarch, numbered scrially throughout, are
preseated under two general headings® Part A on “Antecedents’ and Part B on ““Conse-
quenc <™, If a given study deals with antecedents and conscquences, it appears in both
scctions and a cross-reference is given to the number of the other entry (shown in paren-
theses). However, the basic information on the study is only given in the entry that corres-
ponds to the study's principal focus.

Within cach part the abstracts are grouped according to the geographical arca of the
study. Thus studics dealing exclusively or primarily with an Asian ccwmiry are arranged
alphabetically under *“Asia’”.

The , acipal entry for a study includes a key that notes, where relevant, the country
or countries, the time period, and the educational levels that are referred to in the work.
Then, insofar as is possible, the abstract systematically covers the purpose of the study,
the source of the data, the procedure or methods used, and the findings or conclusions.

After reading the commentary there are various ways the abstracts might be used,
depending on onc’s interests or needs. The reader may concentrate on those sources for a
specific geographical arca; or he might select relevant abstracts on the basis of the key or
a perusal of one or more types of subhcadings. For instance, he could look at studies dealing
specifically with carly secondary school leavers or decide if a study is rclevant by reading
the statements of purpose. The final bibliography of studics surveyed includes the number
of the abstract, or abstracts, pertaining to cach work.

1. Miller, S. M.: Saleem, B. L.; Bryce, H. School dropouts: a commentary and annotated bibliography .
Syracuse N.Y., Syracuse University Youth Development Cenier, 1964,
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I1. Commentary on research

The following discussion is not intended to be a summary of research findings about carly
school leaving. Its purpose is rather to describe and comment upon certain important
patterns and problems in the studics surveyed. In particular these relate to: (a) the definition
and perception of early school leaving in different settings; (b) the incidence and treatment
of factors considered as possible antecedents or consequences of carly school leaving;
and (c) the reszarch designs and methodology employed. In addition, it will suggest some
needs and future directions for research in this field.

It is hoped that these obscrvations may be useful in interpreting thie rescarch summarics
themselves and, most importantiy, in developing future studies.

DEFINING THE PROBLEM

A central, if not exactly suiprising, finding of this survey of research is that there is no
“uriversal dropout”. A discussion of early school leaving between three res.a:chers who
have studied the problem in the United States, Western Europe, and Africa or Latin Ame-
rica will concern not one but three quite distinct phenomena.

A uniform, cross-national definition of early school leaving is simply not possible.
Who is considered an carly Icaver and also the significance attached to early leaving both
depend upon the educational setting: the structure of the education system and what that
system is supposed 1o achieve. And of course both educational structures and goals vary
considerably in the 33 countries considered in this research, countries +*at are also highly
differentiated in r<gard to political history, culture and economic developmeat. Educational
objectives may be looked at along two d.mensions. Quantitative objectives can refer 1o
how much schooling is considered desirable or mandatory, and for how many. Qualitative
goals may deal with questions of what kind of schooling and for what purpose.

The point at which cessation of schooling becomes ‘‘dropping out’, and hence a
“‘problem, depends mainly upon the quaantitative factor, i.e., it is related to the intended
—and the actual—shape of a particular country’s educational pyramid. In the Udited
States, which has produced the greatest velume of dropout research, it is considered to be
desirable for everyone to receive 12 years' education and the legal minimum schaol leaving
age is gencrally sct at 16. Since all areat least to begin high school, early leavers are almost
always students who leave the system somewhere between grades 7 2nd 12. In many deve-
loping countries, on the other hand, where the stress is on achieving universal primary
cducation and where relatively few children reach the secondary level, early leavers arc
predominantly those who do not finish primary or, in some cases, those who do finish but
g0 no further.
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The importance of the carly leaving problem and the nature of the concern it evohes
are closely related to a country’s educational purposes; xhere major emphasis is placed on
education as a national instrument vital (o political change or economic development,
carly leaving tends to be evaluated principally in terms of its impact on these collective
goals. The cfficiency of the education system looms as an important question especially
where resources are short: the existence of large numbers of drapouts means the schools
arc not working well, and may therefore jeopardize attainment of the general de*clopment
goal. In these circumstances, the emphasis is on early leavers as an aggregate rather than
as individuals and they arc often dealt with in statistical terms. Early school leaving takes
on a rather diffcrent meaning where education is considered above all as a basic right and
social good to be distributed to as many members of the socicty as possible. Here concern
is more with loss of individual rights and benefits. It must be siressed, however, that a
country’s cducational goals are almost always a matter of priorities rather than cither-or
choices such as production function vs, consumption function, or individual vs. social
development.  For example, certain systems may be concertrating on education for the
development of national consciousness, but at the sare time have a sccondary objective
of extending its benefits to all. Objectives may also differ according to educational level.
That is, within a single system individual opportunity and benefit may be the primary aim
of clementary schooling while sccondary and higher education are mainly for training
cadres who will contributc to national development.

Thie conception and importance of early school leaving is also related to the structure
of the education system, or the rules and paths that determinc the progress of a student
through its various levels. Promotion policies—both within and between cycles—are very
influential. In countries where, for instance, promotion from one primary school grade te¢
another is selective rather than automatic, there is a significant incidence of grade repetition
which tends to be associated with carly leaving. This sort of “‘built-in dropout’ naturalily
does not generate the same concern as dropping out in an automatic promotion system
designed to advance as many children as possible. There also may be different policies
with respect to promotion from the primary to the interinediate or secondary levels. Some
countrics, for example, sharply restrict the number of children who are admitted to post-
primary education. Such countries which sclectively admit children to intermediate or
secondary institutions are less likely to consider children not going on as early leavers than
are those “‘open’’ systems which allow all children completing the primary cycle to go on
if %2y wish,

Another important structu-al factor is differentiation of post-primary schooling. In
countries like France and Germany, many students are channelied into “‘terminal tracks’’,
i.c., intermediate or secondary programmes designed to provide limited further education.
Once entered, these dead-end programmes arc extremely difficult to escape. In much of
West Germany, for example, a student in a non-college preparatory programme who
wishes access to higher education is obliged to make up an almost prohibitively great number
of courses. They thus represent a forced discontinuation ui cducation which is sometimes
labelled ““structural dropout””. Tt appears to be this type of cducational loss that predomin-
ates in Western European secondary cdu~zuon rather than the actual leaving of the system
altogether that occurs in the Unit~2 states.

RESEARCH ON ANTECEDENTS
OF EARLY SCHOOL LEAVING

VARIABLES EXAMINED AS ANTECEDENTS

What kinds of factors have been examined as possible causes ot carly school leaving?
To what extent do they depend on where the rescarch is carried out? Any classificatory
system obviously introduces some degree of bias. However. what has been attempted in
Table | is both a fairly objective breakdown of variables into three major classes and
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an indication both of their incidence in the antecedent research as a whole and of their
relative incidence in studies from developing as compared to developed countries.

In the studies as a wholc, the variables dealt with most frequently are those which we
have labelied school-related. Next most common are family and socio-cconomic factors:

individual characteristics are third. This general order of frequency applies to both deve-
loping and developed arcas, but a more detailed breakdown within the major variable 4

categorics suggests somewhat different frequency patterns in the two groups of countrics.

Table 1. Frequeney of variables cxamined as antecedents of carly school lecaving

Frequency
Varabl -
e lz:‘::z‘:f 2::::,?2‘ Total Per cent
INDIVIDUAL
Sex 11 10 21
Health 3 12 15
Intelligence 12 | 13
Age 5 8 13
Personality factors 11 2 13
Race cthnicity 3 4 7
Religion 2 2
Other | ]
47 38 85
85
18
FAMILY-SOCIAL
General family fuctors
Parental attitudesfaspirations 11 16 27
Family size/stricture 11 | 12
Education of parents 4 7 1
Relationship between individual
and family 6 4 10
Family stability 3 4 7
Family “'demands™ (unspecified) 1 2 3
Study conditions at home 3 3
Language spoken at home ] I 2
Family friends 2 2
Other | |
39 39 78
Fomily social and econontic factors
Class (SES/father’s occupationjcastc) 19 I 30
Income/need for additional funds 8 13 21
Need for child’s labour _1 10 11
28 34 62
Other social and economic factors
Urban rural sctting 4 1 15
Peer relations 5 4 9 -
Marriage/pregnancy 3 4 7 :
Job opportunitics ] 5 6
Local demographic characteristics 2 3 5
Other | ]
15 28 43
183

38
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Table 1 {continucd)

Frequency

Variables Developed Developing 1.,

countrics  countnes Per cent

SCHOOL
Experiences in school

Grade failure/retardation
Fecling about school
Attendance record

Academic achievement record
Educational valuesfaspirations
Extra-curricular participation
Change of schools

Distance to school
Relationship with teachers
Disciplinary problems

Age on centerinz school
Emplovment while in school
Other
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Characteristics of school

Teacher variables

Curriculum variables

Sclection and traching systemi/limits/
biascs

School costs for pupil

Facilities (spacematerials)

Type of school (“incomplete”/private/
public/cosducational)

Status of school/location

Teacher-pupil ratio

School size

Expenditure per pupil

Scheduling

Guidance and social services

Enforcement of attendance

Other
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Schoal-related factors. In developing countries, attention to school factors is divided about
cvenly between the characteristics of the school itself and the individual student’s experience
in school; in already developed areas, the latter tends to come up rather more often.

In both Kinds of countries, school varizbles that appear with relatively high frequency
are: grade failure/retardation, children's feclings about school, educational values and
aspirations, and curriculum factors. Only in developed countries is considerable attention
given to variables such as the record ¢f academic achievement. =xtra-curricular participation
(which scems to be of special interesy in the United States), studant relationships with tea-
chers and disciplinary problems. In rescarch on developing areas such variables arc dealt
with no more than onceor twice. On the other hand, per pupi! school costs, school facilities,
distance the child must travel to school, and “cacher variables” such as teacher training,
arc all taken into account much more often in developing countrics.

Family and social context. The dominant concern within this group of factors is definitely
with aspects of the family’s socio-cconomic class or status, such as income, parental occupa-
tion and caste. This is true for studies in both the Third Worid and the United States/Europe.
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The next largest sub-groups of possible antecedents common to both arc: parental atti-
tudesfaspirations, edication of parents and relationships between the dropout and his
family.

Antecedent studies in developing nations arc more likely to cxamine the need for child
labour, urban or rural scttings, and job opportunities as possible correlates of early leaving.
The only relatively frequent variable which is practically unique to European and North
Amecrican research is family size/structure,

Individual characteristics. The single attribute mos! often cxamined in this category is
sex; it appears as a variable with equal frequency in both groups of countries. Health is
considered nearly as often, but it appears cssentially in studies or: developing countries.
Conversely, the two factors with the next greatest incidence for the entire category, i.c.,
intelligence and personality factors, are found overwhelmingly in wos% on dropouts in the
United States and Europe.

An alternative classification of antecedent variables might divide them according to
whether they are measures of internal traits of the individual, or measures of the environment
in which the individual lives. The former class of variables is sometimes called psycholo-
gical, the latter social psychological or sociological. Psychological variables tend to ignore
the situation in which the perscn is found: causation is attributed directly to characteristics
of the person independent of the environment.

The social psychological variables include two sub-classes. The first looks at charac-
teristics of the environment as they act on the individual and modify internal states and
hence behaviour. The focus is on the interaction between fixed environmental conditions
and vanable states of the individual. The second class looks at variable environmental
factors that influcnce behaviour with internal characteristics or traits taken as fixed.

Some examples may be in order. When dissatisfaction with school is taken to be a
direct cause of dropping out, it is a psychological variable. If a study compared attitudes
toward schoot according to the level of training of teachers in a given school, the measure
of the quality of staff would be a social psychological variable of the first class. A study
that looked at the effect of level of training of teachers among students with different levels
of intelligence, or from differcnt tribes or different social class Ievels, would be using teacher
training as a social psychological variable of the second class.

COMMENTS ON ANTICEDENTS RESEARCH

A later section will comment on the methodological characteristics of research ¢n both the
antecedents and conscquences of early Icaving. Here the intent is to discuss 6 choice,
definition and analysis of antecedent variables

As the brief outline of variable distribution suggests, what is studicd is, at Icast par-
tially, a function of research context. This is influenced by loval differences in cultural
attitudes and in educational and socio-ccoaomic structures or stazes of development. It
is not surprising that distance between iome and school, and child labour, are both im-
portant in developing countriecs where a large proportion of the pogsilation live in hinly
scttled rural arcas and where children are needed and expected to part,-;ipatc in the labour
force. 3

Nor is it unexpected that in Europe and North America, where the $vhool systems can
accommodate most children, factors like space and facilities have not the same significance
as they do for systems still struggling to provide places for all. Certain variables may also
be considered just because data on them, rather than on others, are available. School
records may contain information about fathers’ accupations, tribal affiliation, age, family
size and so on. The information is used because it is there.

Too many studies treat variables as if they operaied alone in a vacuum. As will be dis-
cussed in the section on methodology, this is largely duc to the absence of a concepteyal-
analytical framework that would rclate variables to cach other in the context of ar
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explanatory model. In the one-dimensional studies that stem from inadequate conceptual
designs it is difficult, if not impossible. to identify the kinds and degrees of relationships
between variables.  Much more attention needs to be given to ways in which variables
interact with onc another.

Many of the studies which were surveyed would have been strengthened by giving
more thought to what may be involved in certain variables that on the surface appear to
be quite simple, but in fact may reflect other variabies that produce the phenomenon. For
example, low socio-economic status is 2 frequent correlate of carly leaving. It can be con-
sidered as a direct measure of a family’s inability to support attendance at school, to pay
fees, purchase books, ctc. Or it may be viewed as a proxy variable, i.e., an indircct measure
of other factors that arc a morc immediate or direct cause of leaving school. Used in such
a sense socio-cconomic status may represent a syndrome of values and attitudes that do not
favour remaining in school.

As an illustration of this problem, consider the studics that show a relationship between
family size and dropping out. Does this relationship occur because large families have less
cconomic means to educate their children, or does family size reflect patterns of religious
or cultural attitudes that do not favour education, or does membership in a large family
mean that the individual receives less intellectual stimulation from parents and is therefore
more likely to do badly in school? Again, failure in school might be a direct determinant
of dropping out in systems in which failing children are not allowed to continue, or it could
be a proxy for ncgative attitudes formed towards oneself and the school that eventually
lead to carly Icaving. Or take the variable of age. Dropouts are often over-age for their
grade when they leave, and this may be a direct cause of leaving, particularly in systems
that have an age limit for promotion. But it also is typically a proxy for a scrics of expe-
riences that lead to retardation and carly leaving. Being over-aged may aiso merely mean
that a person started school late because there were no available school facilities or places
when he was of the normal entering age.

The great majority of studies on carly leavers have treated the individual as the object
of analysis and locus of the problem. That is, major attention has been given to the iden-
tification of those traits and states of students, and variables affecting these, that are asso-
ciated with the act of carly Icaving. This attention is consistent with a usually implicit
assumption that dropping out or early leaving is a voluntary and individual act. This assump-
tion is also reflected in the fact that remedial action is generally designed to change indi-
viduals, cither directly or througk mod:fications in their environment. Too little research
has been done on structural characteristics of schools and even less on the active role of the
school in discouraging children from continuing. For instance, in some cases where there
are overcrowded schools there is an active policy of reducing enrolments by failing a fixed
percentage of the children at the end of each school period. Some systems have selection
procedures that filter students for admission into the next level of the system. The school
may “cause” carly leavers by denying some otherwisc eligible students the right to continue
on the basis of characteristics such as age or sex. In such instances the school system chooscs
not to help all of its students develop their abilities and talents, and early leaving rates could
be taken as a direct measure of the exclusiveness of the system.

Finally, it is possible that there may be significant differences between students who
“drop out”” of the system in the middle of a school cycle as opposed to those who Icave at
its complction. Similarly, there may be differences betwees those who feave school during
the middle of a school year as opposed to those who finish the school year but do not reap-
pear for the beginning of the next academic year. No significant research has been donc
on these questions.

A concern for such discrepancices in rescarch is not only important for a more accurate
understanding of the process of early school leaving: their correction is necessary if rescarch
is to make an effective contribution to the decision-maker involved with designing remedial
action for the problem. Thus the researcher must consider variables related to carly leaving
that are subject to change by means available to the decision-maker, and not just those,
such as socio-economic status, that arc beyond the range of his immediate influence. There
should also be an indication of the relative importance of different manipulative variables
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as contributors to carly leaving in a given setting or level of schooling. <01 instance, would
action directed towards feasible changes in individuals or moditications in schools have more
potential for improving retention? Of the contributing variables that may be effected by
action, which are more crucial and should be given prior attention?

RESEARCH ON CONSEQUENCES
OF EARLY SCHOOL LEAVING

VARIABLES EXAMINLD AS CONSEQUENCES

In considering the variables that have been investigated as possible consequences of early
school leaving we arc dealing with about haif as many items as appeared in Table 1 for
antecedents.  This difference in number of variables is consistent with the fact that there
has been much more rescarch on why early Ieaving occurs than on the implications or im-
portance of the phenomenon. A categorization of such variables is again somewhat arbi-
trary. In Tablc 2 we have chosen to group them according to skills and knowledge asso-
ciated with different levels of schooling, psychological states, and types of actual activity
or behaviour. This classification is intended to bring attention to the kinds of potential
outcomes of carly lcaving that would be of concern to decision-makers. It should be appa-
rent, however, that a variable in any given group may be to some degrec related to possible
results listed under another category.

From Table 2 it is clear that the bulk of the research surveyed has been concerned
with measures pertaining to post-school activities and behaviour. Less attention has been
directed to attitudes and values related to cducation, and almost no consideration has
becen given to post-school measures of skills and knowledge attained or sustained with
difterent levels of schooling.

Activities and behavionr. Economic measures related to achievement in the labour market
clearly reccive the most attention as a dependent, or outcome, variable of schooling. Occu-
pational status and mobility, income, job performance and other work-related variables
are examined mnre than twice as frequently as indicators of social and political behaviour.
And the degree to which school skills are used or further training is sought and obtained
is given the Icast attention. This general pattern holds for rescarch in both developed and
devcloping countries, but interestingly the relative emphasis on such variables is less strong
for the latter.

The concentration on economic variables is no doubt due to the value socicties place
on cconomic growth and the strong belief that education has something to do with it.
This belief is tested by rescarch on individual differences in cconomic performance as it
might be related to education. It is also the cas> that economic variables are generally easier
to measure than many of thosc in the other categories. Income is a whole number, employ-
ment is “‘either-or”’, jobs can be scaled accordirg to prestige or importance; and all of these
fit into nice statistical analysis.

Attitudes and values. The second largest category of research variables deals with changes
in the attitudes and values of persons as a function of cducation. Here the emphasis is
on a comparison of individuals with different levels of educational attainment according
to their values and perceptions, or thneir aspirr*ions for the future, rather than their satis-
faction with the present. Often aspirations or satisfactions are linked to the cconomic
realm, so the importance of economic factors is even more dominant in the research than
it appeared above.

It is noteworthy that while more consideration has becn given to variables of economic
behaviour in developed countries, more concern is shown with values and perceptions in
the research on devcloping countrics. The cffect of cducation on attitudinal and value
change is an important contribution expected of education, but its assessment is hindered
by the state of research mcans and capabilities to measure accurately these variables.




Table 2. Frequency of variables examined as consequences of early school leaving

Frequency
Vari-bles Develoned .
_ countries l:counl;ic: Total Per cent
SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE
Literacy 3 3
Knowledge of political/social issues 1 1
1 3 4
4
ATTITUDES AND VALUES
Aspirations
Occupational 5 7 12
Further cducation for sclf 5 2 7
Education for children 2 2 4
Other (migration, marriage, etc.) 3 3 6
15 14 29
Satisfaction
With job 6 2 8
With education 2 1 3
With lifc 1 1
8 4 12
Values|perceptions
Political views/identiiy 2 7 9
Modernism/achievement oricntation/
fatalism 3 4 7
Perception of sclf and options 2 3 5
Level of materialism 1 3 4
Idcal family size 2 2
Other (values of cducation.
innovation, ctc.) 4 2 6
12 21 33
74
ACTIVITIES AND BEHAVIOUR
Educationallintellectual
Further education/training 7 6 13
Reading/media usc 3 2 5
10 8 18
Social[political
Family or marital relationships/fertility 5 5 10
Social/political participation 5 2 7
Migration 1 6 7
Delinquency 2 2 4
Use of lcisure time 3 3
Friendship patterns 2 2
18 15 33
Economic
Occupational sector/level 15 6 2i
Employment/unemployment 7 8 15
Earnings/income 7 5 12
Job performance/learning 6 6
Occupational mobility/advancement 5 1 6
Occupational instability 4 1 5
Other 3 3
47 21 68
119
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Skills and knowledge. Given the basic educational aim of developing intellectual skills and
relevant knowledge, it is surprising that the attainment and maintenance of these capabi-
lities associated with different levels of education have not been given more than passing
attention in follow-up studies. As will be illustrated below, in all countries the assessment
of skills and knowledge is typically left to teachers and cxaminations within the school
system rather than through an evaluation of what the individual actually has and retains
when he has left school.

COMMENTS ON CONSEQUENCES RESEARCH

As in the studies of anteccdents, it is striking that the individual is taken as both the unit
and object of analysis in almost all the research. One could conceive of a study that exa-
mined the cffects of different rates of early school leaving on general Jabour market condi-
tions, or a research on the ecological distribution of carly lecavers according to urban set-
tlements. But instead the research has concentrated on what happens to individual persons
who have passed through varying degrees of contact with schools.

The societal conception of the function of education of course has a pronounced in-
fluence on the major variables investigated in the follow-up study. For example, education
in the Soviet Union is clearly seen as (among other things) training people for service in
the economy. So Russian researchers have made a specialty of investigating relationships
between schooling and skill levels and productivity in the industrial sector. In the United
Siates emphasis is placed more on consequences to the individual as a participant in the
labour market. Heve research tends to focus on employment, income, personal adjust-
ment, life style—all variables indicating outcomes to the person from cducation. In those
developing countries caught up in the surging rhythms of modernization, however, the
effects of education are typically looked at in the context of moving persons from tradi-
tional to modern attitudes and behavioural practices.

Implicit in the research on consequences of education is the assumption that differing
amounts of education result in differing amounts of learnirg. The rescarch appcars to
assume that differences in outcomes (e.g., employment) attributable to diiferences in level
of education completed are a function of graduates knowing more, having different skills
or attitudes, or somehow being different in their person, than dropouts. In fact, however,
none of the research that relates education to social or economic achievement looks to sce
if differences in grade-levels of schooling are in fact accompaniced by differences in know-
ledge, abilities or attitudes. This is not to say that there arc not studies that relate levels
of education and attitudes, knowledge and abilities. But a correlation of educatior: and
attitudes and a separate association of education and job success, are not proof that educa-
tion results in changes in attitudes (abilities, knowledge) which in turn lead to success in
employment (or social behaviour, ctc.).

If studies of the consequences of early leaving are to be used to evaluate cducation—
and that is our recommendation—then it is nccessary to be able to show the link between
the changes that education makes in persons, and the way society reacts to these changes.
As an cxample of the problem, consider the difficulty in interp.eting a reported rescarch
finding that early school leaving results in lower economic productivity, as measured by
income. Invariably we are not given evidence to help us know whether this is due to the
fact: (a) that leaving school early means knowing less, and knowing less means producing
less; or (b) that socicty gives more reward in terms of income to those who have received
or completed more education, without regard to their abilities or valucs.

One of the most pressing needs, then, in research on the conscquences of early leaving,
and hence of education, is to demonstrate the ways in whicli education affects individuals
and how this impact on persons affects their socio-economic roies in society.

The exccution of this kind of research will be much improved by a consideration of
the extent to which differences in the ““achievements” of persons can be attributed to oppor-
tunity. What appear to be differences in the status, capacitics or motives of individuals, as
reflected in differential rates of income oremployment, may in fact be influenced by variations
in the demand for labour. For example, it is possible that at one point in the development
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of a nation’s occupational structure there may be a lugh demand for secondary school
graduates, but little for primary school leavers, whilc at another time the situation could
be the reverse. Obviously in this case the contribution of education to changes in persons
is not the major variable.

Research on consequences will also be improved by attention to the existence of “third
variables’’ that are the real causal element explaining a relationship. The correlation be-
tween education and social participation, for example, could be not causal but rather a
reflection of the fact that persons from the middle class are more likely to obtain education
than those from thke working class, and also more likely, because of experiences associated
with their class membership, to acquire he values that dispose them to certain forms of
social participation.

Finally, research on the consequences of leaving school should examine the costs of
remaining in school as well as the benefits. A good cost-benefit analysis cxamines not only
direct costs, but also indirect and opportunity costs. In the case of education this means
generally income foregone by continued attendance in school. Cost-benefit analyses of the
conscquences of early leaving appear to have been done essentially in the "Jnited States,
and are few at that.

There seem to be several basic reasons for the relative paucity of rescarch on what
happens to children after they withdraw from school. One explanation is that most
research on education is done by people in or oriented to the school system, and this system
generally considers its responsibility to the student to terminate when he leaves school.
Consequently research tends to focus on the school world, and school variables that affect
carly leaving, rather than the outside world and the relation of education to the leaver’s
role in it.

A more cynical explanation argues that few systems do follow-up studics on early
leavers because the carly leaver is not seen as a problem. Systems may want to control
who drops out, but early school leaving is taken as given. It may cven be seen as a desirable
phcnomenon that reduces pressure on limited facilities at a higher educational level. This
and the above argument are related io comments in the previous section on the assignment
of responsibility for leaving the school to the individual instead of to the school.

Finally, there would seem to be little reason for comparing persons on the basis of
years of education completed if it were assumed that any education invariably makes an
important and linear contribution to individual development and success in life. In fact,
this assumption about the value of education is nearly universal, and some unknown pro-
portion of educators see no need to test it out.

Follow-up studies of school leavers with differing amounts of education can, however,
serve several important purposes. This type of study provides vital data for a better aca-
demic understanding of the process of education and social change. In additicn it can inten-
tionally or implicitly, validate notions about the antccedents of early leavir.g insofar as it
shows that individual characteristics related to lower success in employment, for instance,
are also those that lead to early leaving. But of particular importance to the administrator
or planner are those contributions it can make to decision-making. Three examples may be
mentioned.

Studies of the consequences of early leaving can suggest to the decision-maker how
much he should be concerned with it as a phenomenon. How much of a problem is it, to
society as well as individuals, in what respects and to what extent? For instance, how much
is it actually connected with a greater probability of delinquency, political disaffection,
reduced incidence or performance in employment?

Such studies can also provide a basis for deciding where in the education system most
attention should be given to measures to increase retention. Where are the thresholds in
the system which apparently must be reached by the student for there to be significant dif-
ferences in the social effects of schooling? Is there a difference in these effects if the student
leaves after two years of general as opposed to specialized education a: the secondary level?
This evidence may be used for informing the decision-making process of those responsible
for education or it can be conveyed to potential school leavers. In tne United States for
instance, results of follow-up studies are used to convince students to complete high school.
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And of particular importance, this type of study can provide a vital perspective from
which to cvaluate an education system and 1ts effectivencss in reaching its objectives.
If dropouts do not differ in sigmificant ways from those who went further, the schools have
failed. Is there a difference in regard to skills and attitudes — and the degree to which they
are sustained — in respect to measureable gains in socio-economic functions? Or is the edu-
cation given rclevant to the actual needs and roles of the leaver in society ? If not, the ques-
tion is why and what changes within the range of options available to the decision-maker
might bring an improvement. If a central goal of ¢ lucation is an improvement in the qua-
Ity of productivity of individual lives, and hence national hfe, it is clear that an evaluation
of education should include the relatior.s 1ip between schooling and Iife in socicty rather
than just focusing on the pupil while he i, in the closed environment of the school.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Many of the cntical comments in the preceding pages turn upon the rescarch methodology
used in the study of early school leavers. This section identifies and discusses some of the
major types of methodological problems secn in (hese studies. The primary intent is to
alert the reader to such shortcomings so that the abstracts of research will be read more
critically and future research efforts will be more soundly conceived.

In a general sensc one can divide the research between studies that describe the pheno-
menon and those that analyse the process. Research on early school leaving can very legi-
timately be for purposes of description. Educational administrators and policy makers,
for instance, are concerned about the possible scope of the problem of school wastage,
and want good data. It is important to know who is leaving school, at what points they
are leaving, and something about where they g0 or what they do when they lcave. This
can be called descriptive data. However, studics designed to analyse the causes of carly
leaving and the consequences that can be attributed to it must necessarily differ in metho-
dology from the descriptive reports that predominate in the | terature.

A common and serious problem of many studies that purportedly set out to analyse
the causes or conscquences of early :eaving is that they actually end up merely describing
the phenomenon.  Usually this happens because the design of the study or the quality of
the data do not permit anything else. Often the research is able only to collect information
on a few variables that cannot be related to each other except through inference; or none
of the variables can reasonably be said to be measures of causal factors in the process or
implications of early leaving. The result is doubly unfortunate because the remaining des-
criptive data is often of poor quality and, due to rough or incomplete samphing procedures,
we are not sure how representative it is even for descriptive purposcs.

Analytical studies, then, are all too frequently weak at one or more of the following
levels. These are: (a) orientation to a theory or model that suggests hypotheses as to the
nature of the process; (b) choice of a research design that is appropriate to the model or
puipose; (¢) use of sound research technigucs (sampling, reliable measures, etc.) required
to carry out the design; and (d) analysis and conclusions that are related to the purposc
and derived from the data rather than going beyond them.,

The nced for an analytical study to have a unifying orientation towards theory, or
at least hypotheses as to the process, does not require much elaboratio:.. Theories establish
boundaries for the causal links between phenomena and describe the nature of these links.
The use of hypntheses derived from theory directs attention to specific causal links, encou-
rages the rescarcher to examine other possible explanations for a relationship, and reduces
the likelihood of his being content with associational studies. Theories, or a sct of hypo-
theses, on possible causal relationships will both shape the rescarch design and provide a
meaningful framework in which to look at findings. For the researcher concerned with
helping the decision-maker, it is important to note that theorics and hypotheses should
inciude, and can be built upon, sets of operational variables; that is, variables that can be
influenced by the action of educational or other authorities.
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The sccond potential weakness, that of research design, is a major area of difficulty
in the studics surveyea, In discussing problems of design some reference will be made to
the third and fourth types of weakness in analytical studies, but for a specific consideration
of these aspects the reader i referred to standard manuals of methodology and analysis.

The definition of causz-and-effect relationships imposes strict demands upon the re-
scarcher. Theoretically the experimental research design is the most completely satisfactory
onc with which to determine causal relationships. As in scientific experiments, the rescarcher
starts with a similar group of pupils, exposes some to specific ““treatments’ while being
sure that others are not cfiected by this intervention, and then determir es which changes
occur in the treated (experimental) group but not in the untreated (control) group. In this
way the rescarcher indentifies which variables represenied in treatments apparently causc
change, such as dropping out or not dropping out, and which do not have an effect. In
such rescarch a number of conditions must be mct in order to prove cause-and-effcct rela-
tionships. 1 The temporal order of events must be established; thus the design has to assure
that the events causing change precede the indicators of effect. Other possible causes beyond
those being controlled must be eliminated; here theory aids in setting the boundaries, and
control measures (c.g., control groups, screening of variables, 1andomization, counter-
balancing, ctc.) are used to prevent extrancous causes from producing changes. There must
be an empirical demonstration of the relation between the independent variables (trcat-
ment) and the dependent variable (cffect); hence the controlled empirical experiment.
Finally, the rclationship between variables must be shown to be constant or invariable:
therefore one must be able to repeat the experiment and obtain the same results.

Obviously the experiment is not gencrally available to the student of carly school
lcaving. Educational policy-makers have neither the time nor the authority to manipulate
some of the factors involved in early lcaving, or to assiga students randomly to one or an-
otherexperience for the purpose of studying the phenomenon. In view of these constraints
the general absence of this type of design in the literature surveyed is not surprising. How-
ever, the researcher should be concerned with elements and considerations involved in this
research method that might be simulated in other designs to make them more reliable.

In the studics surveyed there are a varicty of rescarch designs that range from those
that do not use features of the experimental method to others that incorporate an increas-
ingly larger number of these ciements. For purposes of simplicity we shall consider four
general types.2 The non-experimental designs deal only with a group of carly school lcav-
ers, observing their characteristics before and/or after the point of leaving (henceforth
designated as X) without referring to a control group of pupils who remained in school
beyond that point. The other three types of design do use a control group. However, they
all differ from the experimental model in that they do not start with a random sclection of
pupils and then experimentally treat one group to sce how it differs from the untreated con-
trol group. They differ from each other in the exisence or nature of an attempt to esta-
blish that the two groups would have been equivalent had it not been for factors producing
or resulting from X as it occurs naturally. The correlational model involves a static compa-
rison of early lcavers and a control group, and typically compares them at one time after
X without referring to whether their pre-X characteristics were similar or different. The
ex-post facto design deals with the two groups after X and attempts to cquate or match them
as they were before X, but does this on the basis of retrospective data. Finally, the longi-
tudinal design directly gathers data on the two groups at various points before and after
X, and tries to cquate the two groups on the basis of the data collected before X.

The non-experimental approach is a common and particularly inadequate one for the
purposes of establishing causation. This design may appear as X O, where X 1epresents
the event of carly leaving and O stands for the observation or measurement made after the
fact of certain characteristics related to carly leaving. This is the study where a rescarcher
gathers 1 group of early leavers, and describes their characteristics. He then makes state-
ments about how the carly Icavers are different from those who did not leave without

L. Derived from David Kline, “ Rescarch methods for educational planning*’ (in preparation).

2. Much of this discussion i1s based on idcas generated from: Campbell Donald T.; Stanley. Julian C.
Experimental and quasi-experimental designs for research. Chicago, Rand McNally and Co., 1963.
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ectually teferring to the characteristics of the latter. Sometimes the data on early leavers
pre-dates their departure from school, in which case the design could be represented as:
O X. Even if before and after data are gathered, involving an O X O design, the deficiencies
ate clear. It would be partially uscful for descriptive purposes if steps were taken to assure
that these pupils were representative of early Icavers as a whole, but this is usually not done.
Howcver, the basic problem is that we cannot know whether the described characteristics
are unique to carly leavers since no data are collected on those who did not leave carly.
Thus there is no basis for saying these factors are causes of carly leaving. In the X O model
we do not have an idea as to the many other things that could have happcned since leaving
school (X) and might influcnce the nature of the data collected later 0).

In a correlational design for studying the causes of carly leaving the rcsearcher obtains
data on oth carly leuvers and those who remained in school, and attemipts to find some
difference between the two groups in regard to the independent variables. He may use a
corrclation statistic or a group diflerence statistic, but he is attempting to associate the
condition of carly lcaving with some particular trait, attitude or behaviour. The use of a
group remaining in school as a control makes this approach a significant improvement
over the X O design. It is now possible to establish what is unique to one or the other groups,
and therefore possibly a causative factor.

Two varietics of the corrclational dcsign used for the causcs of carly leaving may be
meationed. The first is a notably weak form for dealing with causation. It can be repre-
scnted by X 81- in which the X Oy line stands for persons who Ieft carly, and were observed

)

afterward, and O2 stands for pupils who remained in school but on whom observations
were taken at the same time as those for the carly Ieavers. This approach is used in studics
that ask carly leavers for information related to their leaving or determines how the carly
leaving group differs from the control group and infers that the unique characteristics of
the leavers are causes. Apart from the fallibility of memory and self-reported cavscs, after
the fact, this approack suffers major deficiencies in being unable to isolate true causative
factors. Factors genuinely responsible for carly leaving may have been operative prior
to the period the person was asked to recall as well as those escaping his observation.
Differences observed between the two groups may be coincidental rather than active causcs,
and may be influenced by things that have happened to the lcaver group since departing
from school. For instance, the act of leaving school has probably meant that the person
has been exposad to a series of experiences unlike those of the pupil remaining in school;
these might have produced some of the differences as well as influenced the leaver’s percep-
tion of his past experience. In addition, the rescarcher is hard pressed to obtain a truly
representative sample of carly leavers since some unknown number may have returned to
scheol and others have disappeared.

The second variety, which represents some improvements, is where observations are
made on a group of pupils before some of them leave carly. Here the procedure is 8' X. An
)

example of this is the study that takes measures of pupils’ intelligence or grades in school,
their attitudes or participation in school activities, and relates differences on such variables
to whether the pupil leaves school carly or remains. But again there are problems in esta-
blishing truc causation. The factors that “‘really’’ cause carly leaving may already be active
at the time of the observation, and the difference between O;1 and Oz is not in fact what
brings about X. That is, those who are to be carly leavers may have alrcady “‘selected
themselves into’” this group and be different from the pupils who remain in school in other
and more important ways than those observed. As in the previous case, the Oz group is
not a genuine control group, alike in every way cxcept for the critical factor producing
carly leaving. For that reason these designs should be used in studies of carly leaving only
with great caution.

Studics of the consequences of carly leaving are the ones that make the most use of the
X 81 corrclational design. Here the Oz group may refer to those who have had more educa-
t

tion than that represented by X or have successfully completed an educational cycle before
leaving. An cxample of a study using this design would be one that examines differences
in income of persons according to their level of education, and secks to attribute a variation




ERIC

PAFulToxt Provided by ERIC

in income to differznces in the amount of schooling. This approach shares with other corre-
lational models the same general probiem of not establishing that the two groups were equi-
valent except for X. Again cvents or characteristics prior to the act of leaving school may
well be the major determinant of post-leaving differences. For example, if family attitudes
toward cducation lead to carly leaving, the same syndrome might well be associated with
motivation 1 the labour market and differcrzes in income. In this case the act of carly
leaving might not be the causative factor, although the X gv design would show significant

1]
differences.  This rescarcli procedure also caanot fully control the nost-school history or
the development of the two groups of persons that might cause difierences.

The ex-post fucto design is similar to the preceding one, but uses retrospective data
in an attempt to match dropouts and non-dropouts according to sclected variables before
X. If we use M to indicate this retrospective matching, or cquating, of the two groups, the
design would appear as: :} X g;~ For example, an investigator may scleet persons whose

intelligence test scores were in the same range, and/or who came fron: the same socio-
cconomic level, and/or who participated to the same degree in school activitics. This match-
ing is intended to climinate differences briwees toe two groups that may have existed
even before they left or finished school. Thes, for instance, only the fact of leaving or con-
tinuing school would scem to explain differences in consequence variables.

The effort is noble but is limited for two major rcasons. First, matching gencrally
requires a reduction in the number of persons used in the research, often to very small
numbers if scveral matching variables are employed. This casts doubt on the representa-
tiveness of the final sample. More important however, there are almost certainly more
variables operating than are available to the rescarcher, or on which he could match groups
if he could mcasure them. Only if one could climinate 2ll of the potentially significant
differences between the two groups, apart from their difference in educational level, can a
true causal relationship emerge.

A quasi-experimental rescarch design that is longitudinal avoids many of the difficul-
tics noted above. While a longitudinal study is rare in the rescarch surveyed, it is the next
best after the pure experimental model for dealing with problems of causation. Here data
are collected for carly leaver and control groups for different points over time. This design
can include part, all or more of the following pattern:

01 03 0Os X 07 O9 On
0: 04 O¢ Og 010 012

A longitudinal study on the causes of carly leaving gathers data on carly leavers and
the control group of those continuing school for a series of periods before X and probably
once again just after X, the point of leaving. ldcally this would be a **forward"” study in
which a representative cohort of enrolled pupils is taken . 1d studied directly at various
times over subscquent years. As a group leaves school early at a given point they are quickly
interviewed and the data gathered on them and their environment in previous years is com-
pared with that of a cohort segment remaining in school. In principle the rescarcher looks
back over the data until he finds a point in history wi 1 there were 50 significant differences
between the two groups. Observations after that point may give him valid information about
causes of carly leaving. This approach allows the rescarcher io gather information close
to the time it is operative, permitting greater accuracy and a consideration of a wider range
of variables. However, the number of years required to carry it out is often discouraging.
So the more common approach is a “‘backward” study that uses retrospective data for
several points in the past. Less time-Consuming and less accurate, this type of study starts
with O; and Os when carly lcaving has taken place and the two groups can be separately
identified. The rescarcher then looks backward in time to obtain information for Oy,a,s
and Oz,4,6 On the two groups. Working from a distance he depends on historical data from
the permanent record file of the student, if there is onc available in that education system,
or through recall techniques. Inevitably here the accuracy and variety or variables examined
must be considerably less than in the case of the “‘forward’’ approach.

&
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In view of the time or accuracy constraints of stch forward and backward approachcs,

a collapsed longitudinal design is worthy of consideration. Conumon n other rescarch,

this 8- % 8* design is hairdly s=presented in the studics suiveyed on the causes of carly
4

1

leaving, 1 Here, for example, t.i» researcher could take a sample of pupils cnrolled in the
current year that is representa we of types of schools and settings in the system. Pupils,
their families and school personnel are interviewed and data from schoel records gathered.
‘Then shortly after the begirning of the next schgml year the enrolment lists are consulted
to determine who has left school. Interviews are repeated for post-X data, including the
stated reasons for leaving, 1f backward data is wlso gathered some of the advantages of
a perspective on pre-X matching and developmental differentiation between the two groups
mentioned before can be included, subject to the limitations of retrospective data. The
02 Oj comparison could serve as a control for any differences between the O, O, data not
duc to X.

A longitudinal design for studying consequences of carly leaving deals with post-
school measures on the carly leaving group compared with those of a group that leaves
later. However, it differs from the correlational model for determining consequences in
at least two important respects. 1t can include information on the pupil before he leaves
carly (X) that can serve as a control for knowing if his subsequent differences from those
with more education arc duc to pre-X characteristics or to the fact of leaving early. By
having a scrics of obscrvations starting short!v after the act of leaving it is more sensitive
to poteniial influences that are not related to the person's e’ucation; hence it is more able
to control the extrancous factors causing differences. As ith longitudinal designs for
studying the causes of carly leaving, the approach can be forward, backward or a combina-
tion of these. The pros and cons are similar to those discussed above.

More longitudinal rescarch is needed. That is casy to say, but difficult to 1calize.
Administrators and rescarchers are often not of a mind. nor in a position, to wait too long
for results. Forward studies depend upon a longer term commitment and there is always
the .isk that this greater time investment can end up with less than the desired results.
Backward studics often suffer from having to deal with imperfect data or a limited number
of variables that compromise its potential,

Nevertheless the longitudinal design has clear advantages and merits prime consider-
ation as a rescarch option. The causes and consequences of carly leaving are both on-
going processes in time; causes arc cumulative before the act of leaving, as arc conscguences
afterwards. Thus i1 is best that these be studied over time. The design that includes mea-
sures of early leaver and control groups over time can better separate the genvine causal
factors from those that arc merely coincidental. By suggesting « pattern of development
of the causcs and consequences of early leaving, it is the best of the feasible methods for
indicating the points at which intervention might have the greatest effects in changing the
pattern.

Where it is not possible to carry out some form of experimental or longitudinal re-
search, there is a need for more sophisticated statistical analyses that simulate soma of the
positive features of these methods. The contribution of correlational and ex-pest facto
rescarch could be increased with the use of multivariate designs employing cither correla-
tional analysis of variance or non-parametric techniques. By considering the effect of two
or more variables at once it becomes possible to identify collinearities that posed as causal
relationships. Highlighting interaction effects can reveal relationships hidden in simpler,
two-variable analyses. For example, factors associated with dropping out for boys may
be linked to continuation for girls—without scx taken into the consideration the relation-
ships arc not secn. In general, more third-variable analyses arc needed. Techniques such
as path analysis and multiple classification analysis can be used to simulate some of the
propertics of longitudinal studies, allowing more reliable statements about causality than
are possible from the same data analysed with simple associational analyses.

1. A variety of this design hus been developed by Johr Oxenham for a stady of dropouts in {ndonesta
(unpubhshed paper).
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This discussion, with its emphasis on the defects of research designs typicallv used in
the studics surveyed, should not be construed as meaning this research is of no value. Even
with limited rescarch designs and tools there are various types of real contributions. Useful
hypotheses, for instance, arc suggested and some make progress towards establishing a
probability of causation in certain scttings. The purpose, rather, has been to point out the
need to exercise extreme caution in the interpretation of reported rescarch findings. 1, the
process there has also been an intent to raise considerations that will improve methodolo-
gical procedures in future studics.

MEEDS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH

A thorough critique of rescarch on the antecedents and consequences of carly school lcaving
needs to go beyond questions of methodology. As has been noted, the question of remain-
ing or leaving school is bound up with the contribution that education can make to the
individual, and to society. Research on the phenomena must therefore direct itself toward
the imporiant issue of the kinds of contribution education makes. As noted carlier, if
persons with different levels of education do not differ significantly from cach other cn
various measures, we are led to believe that education makes little difference. In such a
case, why worry about dropouts?

It seems much more important at this time in history to devote major attention to the
study of the consequences of school lcaving, rather than to its antecedents. As we fearn
more about how and in what ways cducation makes its contribution to individual and
socictal development, in this age, we can develop a better understanding of the attitude
we should take toward the early leaver. We recommend that rescarchers use studics of
school leavers to learn more about what purposes education can serve.

Have studics of consequences looked at outcome.  © geauine significance to persons
and society? The emphasis on economic variabies certan.. s responds to impertant human
needs. But in short supply is corresponding research on other variables. For example
we need studics that test the relationship of schooling to co-operativeness instead of jndi-
vidual competitiveness, that indicate whether rersons with higher levels of education con-
tribute more to society instead of just to themselves. Even apart from the question
whether schools really do develop people instead of just award them certificates which
society recognizes and pays for with increased rewards of income and status, there remains
the important question of other dimensions of return that individuals and socicties might
demand from their cducation systems.

For example, are those persons with more years of school more or Iess likely to remain
loyal to the political system? One of thz primary functions of education in some socicties is
political socialization ; doschools achieve it, or are carly leavers as likely to support the regime
as thosc who continue school? Some education systems claim to favour the development
of creativity in children: are those who leave school less likely to have this talent than those
who remain in? Does education Icad to a sense of personal fulfilment; are those with more
education, independent of the rewards they reccived from socicty because of their degreces,
more likelv to feel themselves developed than those who interrupted their education for
some rcason? A handful of studies have been donc on these yuestions, barely pointing
the way toward good research.

Do children Jearn anything in school that is of value? This question has been difficult
1o answer because of the absence of instruments that could assess the learning of material
independent of the subject matter of the schocls themselves. This situation may be changing.
For example, the National Assessment Program in the United States has shown that it is
possible to develop tests of understandings and abilitics not based on curriculum goals,
that arc particularly relevant to the daily life of juvenile and adult citizens. For cxample,
the Program has tests of citizenship behaviour, of knowledge of scicnce in everyday life,
or of ability to express oneself effectively in written language. With these instruments it
may be possible to determine if schooling contributes to the learning of behaviours genuinely
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important for everyday life. Similar research cfforts need to be adapted for countries in
stages of industrial development, and with cultural and puiitical arrangements, or goals,
that are different from those of the United States. Studies on the consequences of school
leaving could employ instruments of this kind to assess directly what schooling accomplishes.

Analysis of the kind described above forces the schoolmen to consider what they are
doing with their schools, and may provide answers to the attacks of critics like lllich ard
Freire. The former denics that schools accomplish anything except the sorting of persons
on the basis of class characteristics, while the latter claims that schools do well, too well,
at socializing us into mindless acceptance of a passive role vis-i-vis our cnvironment.
Together both urge that education be secen as a truly developmental force, gencrating
among all men an awareness of their tremendous potentialities as moulders of the world
in which they live and giving the insights and skills nece:sary to remake the world according
to their sclf-developed version of it. The criticisms of Illich and Freire focus on the mass
of people denied access to schools and the larger number who are systematically weeded
out before having enough exposure to begin to benefit from education. Other critics focus
on the remaining few who may reap the cconomic rewards of educational certification, but
arc as alicnated from themselves and from truth as those who never went to school, and
perhaps more.

Most of this is polemic and there is as vet little empirical justification for the argument.
The controversy has raised dust, but this should be taken as cvidence of concern rather
than proof. The importance of the challenge is so great that empirical rescarch needs to be
done immediately. Some of the research evidence clearly suggests that it is the orgamization
or climate of the school system itself that discourages students and promotes carly leaving.
Hence the problem may be less a matter of the characieristics of the student and his family
milicu, as is ccmmonly supposed. and more one of the discouraging school that is inadequate
tc meet the deiands and needs of all children who enter it. Such questions require more
precisc cvaluation.

Needed too is research on some of the technical aspects of education. What goes wrong
in schools that push children out? What aspccts of the curriculum could be modified to
increase the retention power of scheols? More than that, how can curriculum be modified
so that all children learn more? What kinds of teachers are most likely to fail children, and
to force them out? How can teacher training programmes, normal school and in-service
arrangements, be modified io improve the abilities of teachers to involve students, to catch
them up in their own education? To what extent do physical facilities contribute to the
carly leaving of children? What role do grading policies play? In short, how can the school
be modified to decrease the dropout rate, and to increase the positive consequences of
education?

A healthy socicty worrics about its illnesses and outcasts. It is equally appropriate
that in the development of nations there be concern about the large number of children
who start the ecducational path for a better life but leave, or are pushed off, without achicving
the intended gains. The study of carly school leavers thus takes on a fundamental impor-
tance in the conception of a humane anc productive socicty.
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[1I. Research abstracts

A. ANTECEDENTS OF EARLY SCHOOL LEAVING

l. Arnholter, Ethelwyne G. School persistence and personality factors. Personnel and
guidance journal (Washington), vol. 35, no. 2, October 1956.

Country. US.A. Date. 1951-52. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Secondary (high school graduates vs. dropouts).

Purpose of study. An cvaluation of the extent to which dropping out/staying in was
affected by: (i) student s personality adjustment; (if) his mother’s attitude toward school.

Source of datajprocedure. Subjects were selected from the Arsenal Technical High School
in Indianapolis: 25 dropouts * from the entering class of September 1947 were matched
by age, sex and 1Q with graduates from the same class. (i) SES 2 was held * somewhat
constant ** by including only subjects whose fathers were in the following occupational
categories : clerical, sales, service, skilled and semi-skilled. (iii) The California Mental
Health Analysis, and the Rotter Incomplete Sentence Blank were used to evaluate the
student’s personality adjustment. (iv) Specially devised interview schedules were admi-
nistered to cach student and cach mother in order to explore their attitudes towards
education.

Findings

(@) Personality adjustment. (i) In the California Mental Health Analysis the variance
of total scores indicated that graduates were significantly better adjusted than dropouts;
(ii) the Rotter Incomplete Sentence Blank test showed that while the two groups did
not uiffer significantly on over-all scores, graduates did have a significantly better school
adjustment; (iii) girls tended to show a higher level of adjustment than cither dropout
boys or graduate boys.

(b) Mother's attitudes. The difference in the statements of graduate mothers ™ and
mothers of dropouts indicated that a relationship did exist between the mother's attitudes
and the scholastic achievements of the': children. More mothers of graduates had

I. No information 1s given as to how long dropout group had been out of school.
2. Socio-Economic Status is abbreviated as SES throughout the following absiracis.
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expected their children to graduate, felt their children were happy in school, would have
been concerned at their dropping out. and thcught that their sons and daughters had
mirde good adjustments since Ieaving high school.

. Bernstein, Basil. Sociul structure, kwguages and learning. In: Passow, H., et al., cds.
Lducation of the disadvantaged: a hook of readings. New York, Holt, Rinchart and Winston,
1967.

Type of study. Discussion.

It is suggested that the learning difficultics characteristically cxperienced by the fower-
class child (including reading problems, short ateation span and inability to deal with
abstractions) arc directly related to the limited linguistic resources provided by his
background. Such a child learns a form of language which * symbolizes the normative
arrangements of a lecal group ™, a form of language which is typically condensed and
rigid, characterized by restrictive meanings and limited formal possibilitics. He is at a
loss in Icarning situations dependent upon sophisticated and highly developed verbuli-
zation; heis not cquipped with the linguistic tools for verbalization and conceptualization
that arc sccond nature to the middie-class child. The natural linguistic patterns of the
lower-class child isolates him from the school environment; he is defeated from the
outsct.

3(66). Bicnstock, Herbert. Realitics of the Jjob market for the high school dropout. In:
Schreiber, D., ed. Profile of the school dropont. New York, Viatage Books, 1968.

Country. US.A. Type of study. Analysis of aggregate data.
Educational level. Secondary (high school graduates vs dropouts).

Source of duta. (i) U.S. Burcau of the Census—Graduation status in 1960 of October
1959 high school seniors by sclected demographic and economic characteristics and by
sclected measures of ability. (i) U.S. Burcau of Labor Statistics—Employment data for
1940-1962.

Findings

(i) The dropout rate was 66 per cent higher among non-white male seniors than among
white male seniors, and ncarly 100 per cent higher among non-white girls than among
their white classmates; (ii) the incidence of dropout was twice as high among students
from families carning under $6,000 av among thosc from familics with incomes of over
$6,000; (iii) dropout rate was inversely related to 1Q scores; (iv) the percentage of
students leaving school carly in ru:al, non-farm areas was 8.9, in rural, farm arcas 11.3,
in urban areas 14.1.

4 (67). Bowman, Paul H.; Matthews, Charles V. Motivations of youi™ for leaving school,
University of Chicago, Quincy (Illinois) Youth Development Project, 1960.

Country. US.A. Date. 1951-59. Type of study. Analy-is of ficld study data.
Educational level. Sccondary (high school graduates vs. dropeats from grades 7-12),

Purpose of study. To identify distinguishing characteristics of dropouts; to investigate
experiences leading to carly school leaving; to investigate what happencd to dropouts
after leaving school—how successful was their adjustment to the adult world?

Source of data. A longitudinal study of a cohort comprising afl children (N=487) who
were in ihe potential graduating class of 1958 in Quincy schools, and representing a
ncarly complete cross-scction of a Midwestern community of 45,000 people.

Procedure. (i) Data was collected on the entire group (thcir SES, ability, achicvement
in school. psychological and social adjustment, ctc.) for § years following the 6th grade.
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(ii) All students who left before graduation (N=138) were interviewed approximately
six months afterwards concerning their reasons for leaving, certain aspects of their post-
leaving experience and therr future plans. (iii) Supplementary data was obtained th-ough
interviews with parents and emplovers, as well as from courts and other community
agencies where relevant. (iv) The following comparisons were made: all dr-pouts vs
all stay-ins: early vs. late dropouts: dropouts vs. control stay-ins? matched for sex, SES
(Warner Index) and intelligence (Chicago Primary Mental Abilities Scales V, R, and S).
(v) A follow-up made a year after graduation (i.c. June 1959) provided further informa-
tion on part of the study population—their marital and vocational histories in particular.

Findings

Over-all dropoiits vs. stay-ins. The comparison indicated that (i) while dropouts covered
a wide range of intellectual ability, as « group they were significantly below the stay-ins;
(ii) there was a very disparate distribation or social classes within the two groups, i.c.

Class Dropauts Stav-ius
ps 7%
Upner and upper suddle 1.4 1.7
Lower nuddle 10.1 31.2
tipper lower 40.6 37.2
Lower lower 47.1 19.2

Compuarison of drapounts hy age at leaving. Students dropping out at an carly age (i.e. 15
or younger) did not ditfer significintly on ability, SES or rersonality from those leaving
later—with the exception cf early dropout boys who were significantly (.05 level) lower
in SES than cither late dropout boys or girls.

Dropout-control comparisons. (a) In spite of the SES matching (based on ratings of
father's occupation. family's housing, etc.), further socio-cconomic differences were
nevertheless evident between dropouts and stay-ins. Particularly notable was the larger
percentage of dropouts who lived and had attended clementary school in homogencous
low status arces of the city.

(b) Family size and birth order—Dropoiits more frequently come from large fumitics
(of five or mere children) and were less frequently firstborn or only children than control
stay-ins.

(¢) S<heel experience—(i) Even though dropouss and controls were matched on ability,
the control group had an outstandingly beiter academic record. (ii) Dropouts made
reasonable progress in reading during carly primary years and were not severely retarded
at grade 4 level. However, in grades 4-7 they fell behind and were sceriously below
average by junior high schiool. (iii) Dropouts were slightly older than controls when
they began elementary school and were retarded four times as often during their school
careers. They continued to be held buck v.ell into the upper grades, whereas there were
no contrels retarded after grade 5. (iv) The attendance record of the dropouts grew
progressively worse throughout high school--it was far below that of controls, (v) Drop-
outs participated in fewer extracurricular activities and also participated less intensively
than did controls. They tended to feel cither excluded or disinterested. (vi) While 80
per cent of controls worked part-time while attending school, only 40 per cent of dropouts
did so. reflecting a sceming lesser concern with work and monctary rewards. (vii) 70 per
cent of dropouts and 92 per cent of controls felt able to get along well with all their
teachers.

(d) Dropouts as scen by peers and teachers (based on sociometric tests admiristered to
students in grades 6 and 9 and on teacher ratings of students made at the same levels)—
Dropouts did not emerge as a distinct class in the grade 6 tests and ratings. In contrast,
by grade 9 they stood out as a group characterized by both teachers and classmates as
withdrawn (or sometitnes aggressive), deficient in leadership qualitics and lacking friends.
This cmergence of an identifiable pattern of essentially anti-social behaviour seemed to

1 The controf students were mterviewed the summer following grade 11. Those who subsceeicntly

dropped out m grade 12 were chiminated from the control group.
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be related to the change from ncighbourhood clementary school to the heterogencous
and more demanding atmosphere of the high school.

(e) Scif-reported reasons for lcaving school—Just did not like it, 21 per cent; academic
failure, 20 per cent; poor social adjustment, 18 per cent; work/financia! need, 16 per
cent; pregnancy, 9 per cent; teachers unfair, 6 per cent. The reasons given indicated that
dropouts did not see cducation as a means to practical ends, did not value education
in atsclf and that they felt rcjected by, and had rejected, the school. Controls, on the
other hand, viewed cducation as a good in itself and as essential to job success.
They also reported an active parental interest in their staying in school whercas dropouts
felt their parents were indifferent.

(f) Further evidence of the dropouts’ negative attitude toward both school and their
role in it was provided by an analysis of personal values or concepts thought to be asso-
ciated with school persistence (as measured by Osgood’s Semantic Differential Test).
Dropouts saw “self,’” “ father,”” and “school ”” as less positive and valuable than con-
trols; they also conccived of “self”” and “school’’ as “less industrious’*. !

(8) On the California Test of Personality (administered in grade 6, at least three years
before any substantial incidence of dropping out), total adjustment scores of dropouts
were fower than control scores, but only at the .10 level of significance. On subscales
measuring scif-adjustment and social adjustment, the gap between dropouts and controls
widened (reaching the .02 Ievel of significance or better). Three-way analysis of variance
indicated, however, that these resnlts were not specifically attributable to dropout-
control differences.

(h) When the cohort reached grade 10, the California Psychological Inventory was
administered to all those still in school, including 55 of the dropouts. Both controls and
dropouts had below average scores. However, dropouts scored significantly (.05 level)
below controls on scales for * capacity for status, » socialization, communality, res-
ponsibility, intellectual efficiency, achievement via conformance and achievement via
independence.

(i) One further test of personality adjustment, a sentence completion test designed to
evaluate progress in developmental tasks of adolescence, was given in grade 10 to 105
controls and 45 dropouts. Controls tended to score more favourably on all scales, but
on 3 out of 4, (those dealing with * achieving autonomy, ** * learning of psychological-
social-biological role ”’ and *“ scif-acceptance ') the difference was not statistically
significant. But the dropout personalities were significantly marked by alack of acceptance
of and respect for others. Their atttude toward other people was one of suspicion and
hostility and their disagreements tended to be person-centred rather than problem-
centred.

Conclusions

Findings showed that dropouts typically came from homogeneous arcas of low social
status. Their parents did not seem to place a high value on school persistence and
ncither did the dropouts themselves. They gencrally felt frustrated and insccure in the
school situation. Academically they were below average in grades and reading abi-
lity. Dropouts were sometimes characterized as withdrawn and sometimes as aggres-
sive, but cither way they were not successful in peer group relationships; had trouble
making friends, lacked leadership qualities and did not involve themseives in extra-
curricular programmes as much as stay-ins. Their personalities tended to be immature,
iriesponsible and defensive. As a group, dropouts married early—the girls were most
likely to be sexually precocious. The dropouts’ characteristic fack of skill, responsibility
and personal-social adjustment made it difficult for them to obtain and hold jobs while
attending school and afterwards as well (see section on Cansequences).

. The concepts success. Iove, faith. imasination, mother spparently did not chiait significantly different
reshonses from the two groups.
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5.

Recommendations

(a) Emphasis on early identification of potential dropouts and on preventive programmes
which, in order to be effective, must be initiated in grade 7 or earlier and should extend
through school leaving.

(b) More attention to grouping for individual differences. Special education groups
(e.g. those with learning difficulties or social adjustment problems) should be accom-
modated through special programmes both academic and extracurricular.

(c) Counselling programmes to be set up in the intermediate elementary grades.
(d) Some kind of supervised part-time work experience for vocational preparation.

(e) Back-up work by entire community, e.g. by business in helping to develop experimental
work programmes and by social, welfare and health agencies working to improve socio-
economic conditions.

Cervantes, Lucius F. The dropout : causes and cures. Ann Arbor, University of Michigan

Press, 1965.

Country. US.A. Date. 196]. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Secondary.

Purpose of study. To test several hypotheses about early leavers, including: (i) the typical
dropout would have an unsatisfactory famiiy relationship; (ii) his family would have
fewer close friends and rewer * problem-free ’ friends tha~ the graduate’s family;
(iii) his own friends would tend not to be approved by his parents; (1v) his school
experience would be characterized by low level of participation and chronic trouble with
authority.

Source of datafprocedure. 300 high school students (150 graduates and 150 dropouts)
from urban blue-collar families with annual incomes averaging slightly under $5,000.
Interviews, questionnaires and Thematic Apperception Test were used to study subjects
in pairs—one dropout and one graduate—matched on age, sex, 1Q, SES and school
attended.

Findings

) School experience. The dropout was commonly characterized by: (i) failure of one
or more grades (particulariy grades 1, 2, 8 and 9) —85 per cent of those studied were one
year behind, 53 per cent were retarded two or more years; (i) academic performance
consistently below potential and below-average grades and reading achievement;
(iii) frequent change of schools; (iv) irregular attendance and much tardiness; (v) no
participation in extracurricular activities; (vi) behaviour problems requiring disciplinary
measures; (vii) feeling of not belonging.

(b) Peer group relationships. These were characterized by: (i) friendships with individuals
who were either much older or much younger than themselves, were not approved by
their parents, were not school-oriented; (ii) exploitative sexual relationships.

(c) Psychological orientation. Thematic Apperception Test results indicated that dropouts
tended to be resentful of all authority (home, school, police, job, church) and to have
both weak self-image and weak deferred gratification pattern.

(d) Family. Typical among families of dropouts were: (i) an unhappy situation in which
communication, mutual acceptance and sharing of pleasurable experiences were lacking,
i.e. in which family solidarity was minimal; (ii) parents inconsistent in affection or
discipline; (iii) a greater number of children than parents could readily control; (iv) weak
or absent father figure; (v) parents not educated beyond grade 8; (vi) a lack of close
family friends—the few friends dropout families did have were often * problem units ”’
(i.e. “vorced, deserted, delinquents, drepouts).
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(€) Financial need. This did not appear to be significant in determining school continua-
tion although the sample was drawn froin lower socio-cconomic strata, only 5 per cent
of the dropouts left school because they could not afford to continue.

Conclusions

Of the substantial number of variables affecting the dropout, his relationship with lus
family was considered to be the crucizl one. Although his chances of abandoning schocl
increased with the number of negative factors working against him, a favourable family
relationship would cnable him to overcome almiost any disadvantage. Of the graduates
64 per cent reported that their homes were happy, while 62 per cent of the diopouts
described their homes as unhappy. Supporting the positive fanuly relationship of the
graduate was a circle of family friends—a sort of modern synthetic kinship system
providing perscnality stabilization und value reinforcement for the developing individual.
The graduates’ fumilies had twice as many such friends as those of the dropouts.

Recommendations

The possible manipulation of the family rclationship variable js acknowledged to be
limited and problematic. Itis suggested, how cver, that an attempt to atlect the pre-school
child and his parents can be made through parcntal enrichment progratmes and pre-
school parent-child socialization centres. Alterations in school curicula and government
and business work-training programmes offer curaure possibilitics of varying eificacy.
Strong, sympathetic student-tcacher relationships (all too uncommon in the dropout’s
experience) could help to compensate for deficiencics in family situation.

6. Cheal, John E. Factors related to educational output differences among the Canadian
Provinces. Comparative education review (New York), vol. 6, October 1962.

Country. Canada. Date. 1958-60. Type of stiudy. Analysis of aggregate data.
Lducational level. Primary and sccondary (grades 2 to 11).

Purpose of study. To identify relationships betwecn provincial cducational outputs (as
reflected in school holding power) and sclected cducational, cconomic and demographic
variables.

Source of datafprocedure. The retention rates of ten Canadian Provinces for grades
2 to 11 (derived from a longitudinal study by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics) were
selected as the principal output indicator, and were correlated, inter alia with: teacher
qualifications; provincial expenditur-s on education; gencral cconomic productivity;
educational level of adult population; population size and degree of urbanization.

Findings

(@) Economic factors. Higher educational output was significantly associated (at the
01 level) with: higher per pupil expenditures; higher teacher salaries; greater ability to
support education (net personal disposable income per weighted school-age child); the
productivity of a region (higher per capita net value of production).

(b) Demographic factors. No significant relationship was found between cducational
ouptut and population size, rate of growth, or degrce of urbanization. However, there
was a negative correlation (.05 level) between pupil retention and regional * educational
necd ’ (i.e. ratio of school-age population to working-age population).

(¢) Educational and other factors. (i) Increased 1ctention was also significantly (.01 level)
linked to higher teacher qualifications (as measured by the percentage of teachers holding
university degrees) and to the educational level of the adult population (mecasured by
median years of schooling of the 30-39 age group selected as 1epresentative of the parent
population). (ii) Strong negative correlations were evident between cducational output
and: the percentage of the Roman Catholic population; the “degree of denominatio-
nalism’” in the school system.
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7. Deutch, Martin. Early social environment—its influence on school adaptation. In:
Schreiber, D., ed. Profile of the school dropout. New York, Vintage Books, 1968.

Country. US.A. Type of study. Discussion.

This paper argues that whereas there 1s a higher incidence of psychological malfunctioning
among middle-class dropouts, carly lecaving among lower-class children is more likely to
be associated with “ sociocognitive dissonance ** and gencral communication problems.
(i) The lower-class child lacks contiguity of school-faculty oricntation with home-family
orientation from which the middle-class child benefits. (ii) Perceptual and developmental
demands of school are unfamiliar to the lower-class child. (i) The lower-class child is
more likely to fail because of poor preparatior  He lacks the value system, psychological
coping mechanisms and family-school support which enable the middle-class child to
deal with failure; therefore, failure has a dysfunctional, alienating effect upon him.
(iv) Teachers whosc attitudes, teaching methods and preferences are middle-class oricnted
further alicnate the lower-class child. (v) The lower-class child internahzes teacher’s
expectation that he will fail.

8 (69). Dillon, Harold J. Early school leavers: a major educational problem. New York,
National Child Labor Committec, 1949,

Country. U.S.A. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Dropouts fromn grades 7-12.

Purpose of study. To determine what measures schools might take to increase their
holding power.

Source of data. A 10 per cent sample (N = 1,360) of all youth who left school volun-
tarily ! during 1945-46 in several Midwestern communities sclected to provide repre-
sentative cross-sections of the population with regard to social, economic, racial and
educational backgrounds.

Procedure.  Information (on social characteristics, school performance, reasons for
leaving, etc.) was gathered through school records, teachers’ appraisals and personal
interviews with the dropouts 2 themselves.

Findings

(a) Family background. (i) 51 per cent of the dropouts came from families of 5 or more
children, 64 per cent from families with children under 16 (thus suggesting that younger
children in the family to support might be an cconoraic factor in early leaving); (ii) although
the percentage of leavers from broken homes (29 per cent) was 10 per cent higher than
the national average for the 14-17 age group, the average leaver lived with both parents;
(iii) less than 11 per cent of the group came from homes where a language other than
English predominated—thus the majority did not seem to be handicapped by * foreign-
ness ' (iv) the distribution of occupations among parents was fairly normal—factory
work predominated among fathers, and clerking, restaurant work and selling among
mothers.

(b) School experience. (i) The great majority of leavers had spent most of their school
years in the same school system from which they later withdrew (79 per cent entered
the system in grade 1, 91 per cent during clementary school). Thus unfamiliarity with
the local school system could not be considered relevant in most cases.® (i1) Over 50
per cent of the dropouts had repeated one or more grades. Three out of four had failed

1. Those who were expelled or who left for military service were excluded from this samble.
2. Out of school for periods ranging from several months to more than one year.

3. This seems to be contradicted by the subsequent report that approximately two-thirds of the leavers
had changed schools three or more times!
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subjects duning junior or semor high school—and nearly half of these failed three or
more subjects. Withdrawals from both junior and senior high schools were most common
in the grades most frequently failed (i.e. grade 9 for junior high and grade 10 for senior
high), suggesting that the discouragement resulting from failure might contribute to
the student’s decision to terminate his education. (iii) Nearly 40 per cent of the dropouts
had IQ’s of 95 or over and were thus considered educable in programmes of secondary
education; nearly 20 per cent had 1Q’s above 105, a level considered adequate for post-
high school education; the relationship between low !Q and early leaving appeared to
be strongest at the lower grade levels—thus, more than three-quarters of those who left
scl.ool in grades 7 and 8 had IQ’s below 85; of those with IQ’s above | 14, approximately

% per cent reached grade 1! or 12. (iv) Of those for whom data were available, 73 per
cent had not participated in any extracurricular activity.

(c) Reasons for leaving (as report<d by dropouts themselves several months to a year or
more after leaving school). (i) Primary reason for leaving: preferred work to school,
36 per cent; needed money to buy clothes and help at home, 15 per cent; was not interested
in school work, 11 per cent; disliked a certain teacher, 8 per cent; could not learn and
was discouraged, 7 per cent; was failing and did not want to repeat grade, 6 per cent;
wanted spending money, 6 per cent; ill health, 5 per cent; parents wanted youth to leave,
2 per cent. (ii) When asked what changes in school might have encouraged them to
remain in school, ithe dropouts mentioned (in order of frequency): provision of work
experience; specific vocational instruction; services of a guidance counsellor; more
personal contact with teachers; more participation in school activities; opportunity to
change courses; smaller classes with individual instruction; transfer to another school.

Recommendations

In order to increase the school holding power, centred around the manipulation of
school-related factors, is was. recommended that schools should: know the student as an
individual and obtain his confidence ; develop greater variety and flexibility in programmes
so that more students have an opportuxiiy to achieve in programmes that are meaningful
to them; give grade repeaters something rew the second time round rather than repe-
tition of the identical subject matter with the teacher who failed him; demonstrate
relationship between education and life; p-ovide occupational information; extend
social experiences; make special provision for above-average students; begin counsclling
early; secure parental interest and co-operation.

9. Elder, Glen H., jr. Adolescent achievement and mobility aspirations. Chapel Hill, N.C.,
University of North Carolina, Institute for Research in Social Science, 1962.

Country. US.A. Date. 1960. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. In-school students, grades 7-12.

Purpose of study. To test the hypothesis that potential dropouts are characterized by
low aspirations with respect to educational goals—the lower a student’s aspirations, the
more likely he is to be nut of school by grade 12.

Source of dara. Partial results of The Adolescent Study sponsored by the National
Institute of Mental Health, for which information was collected by questionnaire on
approximately 25,000 junior and senior high school students in both rural and urban
areas of Ohio and North Carolina.

Procedure. (i) Analysis for this repoit was done on random subsamples comprising
40 per cent of the sampled students in grades 7-9 and 60 per cent of those in grades 10-12.
(i) Questionnaire data on family, social status, academic achievement, motivation and
goals were used in an attempt to identify and analyse correlates of attitudes considered
to represent low levels of aspiration, i.e., uncertainty about completing high school
and a generally negative outlook toward school.
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10.
A study of dropouts: Dade County, Florida Public Schools 1960-63. Miami, 1964,

Findings

(a) Social class, parental education and ** parental independence fraining . These were
strongly related to certainty about completing high school: (i) Over 90 per cent of the
junior high school respondents with parents high in social status and education and
active 1 independence training definitely believed they would graduate; among students
whose parents were low on all 3 variables, only 45 per cent of the boys and 60.8 per cent
of the girls expressed ceriainty about graduating; (ii) Analysis of variance indicated
that paternal independence training (see Conclusion) was the most influential of the three
variables.

(b) College aspirations. (i) Determination to finish high school was considerably greater
among students who expressed intentions of going to college. Such intentions, wiilc
not necessarily realistic among younger students, were interpreted as reflecting gencrally
high aspirations. (i) However, high parcntal goals were much less effective in stimulating
dctermination to graduate. Thus, among children who did not plan to attend college,
38.2 per cent indicated that they definitely did not cxpect to complete high school despite
the fact that their parents were insistent on their having a college education.

(¢) Academic achievement (year's grade average as cstimated by respondents themselves)
and academic motivation (student’s place in motivation quartile 1, 2, 3, or 4 determined
by scores on 5-item scale). (i) Among 1,766 junior and scnior high school students with
grade averages of A or B, nine out of ten definitely planned to graduate from high school.
Variations in motivation did not appreciably affect this determination. (ii) However,
among low academic achievers (with grade averages of C or below/) the situation was
reversed, i.e. level of motivation made a great deal of difference among both sexes;
among boys and girls with C averages who were in the lowest motivation quartile,
approximately two-thirds planned to graduate; among those in the first quartile, appro-
ximately 85 per cent were certain of finishing school; among those with D or E averages,
the percentage committed to graduating was from 22 to 27 per cent higher in the first
motivation quartile than in the fourth.

(d) Negative attitudes toward school, (i) 80 per cent of the students who expressed un-
certainty about finishing high school had felt at one time or another that school was a
waste of time. (i1) Less than 40 per cent of the same group said that they would be
“very disappointed ’ if they could not graduate.

(€) Religion and social class. (i) The effect of religion (Catholiz vs. Protestant) on certainty
about completing school and on attitudes toward school was relatively small. (i) The
expression of negative attitudes (feeling that school was a waste of time, lack of dis-
appointment at idea of not finishing) was consistently more common among lower-class
students.

Conclusions

The potential dropout was thus seen as likely to be low on academic motivation and
grades, indifferent to college, and to have parcnts low on socio-cconomic status and
independence training. This last variable was suggested to be of critical importance.
Those who had been given * jcasonable ** freedom and responsibility by their fathers
were most likely to develop the positive, self-confident, striving approach so relevant to
success in school.

Florida Dade County Public Schools, Dcpartment of Research and Information.

Country. U.S.A. Dare. 1960-63. Type of study. Analysis of ficld study data.
Educational level, Dropouts from grades 7-12.

Source of data. A threc-year longitudinal dropout study in Dade County, Florida.
Of an initial random sample of 4,810 grades 7 and 10 students enrolled in 1960, a total
of 471 dropouts (115 having left during grades 7-9, 356 during grades 10-12) and 354
graduates were studicd.
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Procedure. Information on dropouts was obtained through school records and a detailed
exit interview admunistered by a counsellor-interviewer. A considerable part (sce below)
of this data was compared with similar information on the control group of 354 graduates.

Findings

(a) Dropouts only. (i) Distribution by sex: boys represented 42.6 per cent of those
dropping out at the junior high level and 60.1 per cent of the scnior high dropouts.
(i) Socio-economic studies: 35.2 per cent of the dropouts were rated as below average
in SES, 62.0 per cent as average and 2.7 per cent as above average. (i) Employment:
77.3 per cent of the dropouts were not working for pay at the time they left school.
(iv) Pecr status before withdrawal: the majority (72 per cent) of dropouts were accepted
by their classmates; 18 per ccnt were well-liked and 10 per cent disliked or ignored.
(v) Reasons given by dropouts for lcaving:

Junior high Senior high

. . % 7%
Not interested in school 34 22
Discouraged by lack of success . 1
Suitable programme not available *
Marnagc or pregnancy 29 17
To cnter ecmployment 8 14
Eulistment in armed forces . 13

* Incidence of this reason not indicated for these grades.

(vi) Educational plans: among junior high dropouts, 20 per cent of boys and 60 per cent
of girls had planncd at the time of starting junior high to finish high school; among
senior high dropouts, 87 per cent of boys and 76 per cent of girls had planned (in entering
senior high) to graduate,

(b) Dropoutigraduate comparisons. (i) 74.3 per cent of the dropouts were retarded one
or more years at time of withdrawal compared with only 17.8 per cent of gradyates;
(ii) the mean number of subjects failed by dropouts was three time as great as number
iailed by graduates; (iii) reading achievement of dropouts appeared to be significantly
lower; (iv) most of dropouts were below average mentally (as indicated by SCAT and
Otis intelligence tests)—their test scores were significantly lower than those of graduates,
and the measured intelligence of junior high dropouts was also significantly lower than
tkat of senior high dropouts; (v) only 21.6 per cent of scnior high dropouts had parti-
cipated in extracurricular activitics at any time during their high school carcers—91.9 per
cent of them (vs. 34.2 per cent graduates) were not involved in any activity at the time
they left school; (v1) 40.1 per cent of dropouts (vs 14.5 per cent of graduates) came from
homes broken by dcath, separation or divorce; (vii) major wage-earner was in professional/
managerial occupation in 25.9 per cent of graduates’ familics compared with 9.5 per cent
of dropouts’ familics; (viii) nearly twice as many mothers and fathers of graduates had
graduated from high school—with regard to completion of college, there was an even
wider gap between parents of graduates and thosc of dropouts.

11, Friedenberg, Edgar Z. An ideology of school withdrawal. In: Schreiber, D., ed. Profile
of the school dropout. New York, Vintage Books, 1968.

Type of study. Discussion.

The central hypothesis in the argument advanced is that the school system is the crucial
variable upon which dropping out depends. The dropout is characterized as being
generally disadvantaged and of a low-income background; however, it is not these
factors but rather his victimization by American education that is responsible for his
dropping out. He is pushed out by a system that fails to be * meaningful to him on his
own terms ", a system wholly geared to middle class values and norms which arc wrongly
forced on him. School is an arena where middle and lower-class core values clash; it
is one long process of alienation which the dropout is entircly justified in trying to cscape,
Nothing will alleviate the dropout problem except a radical reorientation of educational
values.

Q
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12. Hard, Harold C. Do school costs drive out the youth of the poor? Progressive educa-
tion. January 1951.

Country. U.S.A. Date. 1947-48. Type of study. Analysis of ficld study data.
Educational level. Sccondary.

Purpose of stuay. To test the hypothesis that, duc to prohibitive costs, lower-class
youth tends to be excluded from participation in extracurricular activitics.

Source of data. 1947-48 Basic Studics of Illinois Sccondary School Curriculun: Frogram
covering 79 schools with enrolinents of 100 to 2,000.

Procedure. (i) Students were interviewed in order to Lscertain the extent to which they
ok part in three types of activity (including leadership, sports, clubs, etc.) (ii) The
average costs of participation in various activities were computed and the correlation
between students’ SES and their level of extracurricular participation.

Findings
Costs of extracurricular participation ranged as high as $19 per year per pupil for certain
club memberships and as low as $0.40 per year for others. Pupils of the upper socio-

cconomic group were substantially (1.1 to 6.5 times) more likely to be involved in
extracurricular programmes.

Conclusions

Costs of extracurricular participation are prohibitive for lower class youth. Thercfore,
their level of participation is very low. This is associated causatively with the fact that
72 per cent of all dropouts in the schools studicd come from low income families.

13. Hayes, James E. The relationship of certain school factors to the holding power of
sclected Towa sccondary schools. Ed.D. dissertation. State University ot fowa, 1958.

Country. US.A. Date. 1957. Type of study. Analysis of ficld study data.
Educctional level. Secondary (high school graduates vs. dropouts from grades 9-12).

Purpose of study. To determinc the relationship of certain school characteristics (size,
programme of studies, physical plant, ctc.) to the varying rates of dropout in a number
of Jowa public high schools.

Source of data. A 10 per cent stratified (by sizc) random sample of Iowa public high
schools providing a total of 73 schools for study: Group I, 32 schools having 10-99 pupils
cnrolled in grades 9-12; Group II, 17 schools having 100-249 pupils; Group I, 15
schools having 250-499 pupils; Group 1V, 9 schools having 500 or more pupils.

Procedure. (i) The holding power of cach school was assessed on the basis of dropout
ratios calculated from the number of pupils entering grade 9 in September 1951, 1952,
and 1953 who withdrew before graduation and the total number of pupils enrolling in
grade 9 in thosc years, less those transferring to other schools. (i) Field workers visited
each school for purposes of evaluation using scales developed by the Cooperative Study
of Secondary School Standards to rate schools (on a 5-point scale with 3 = good) on
their programme of studies, guidance programme, cxtracurricular activitics, and phy-
sical plant. They also used specially developed measures of teacher and student morale.
(iii) Findings were analysed by means of zero-order intercorrelations, scatter plots,
testing of null hypotheses (cmploying the “t ** statistic).

Findings

(a) School size. The schools of the middle sizes (i.c. those having 100-499 students)
appeared quite clearly to have rates of holding power superior to both the very small

schools and the very large ones. Group 1l schools had the highest retention rates (89
per cent), Group IV the lowest (76 per cent).
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| (b) Guidance programmes. In no phase of the analysis did finungs anproach significance
for a relationship between helding power and guidance programiies. However, it is A\
stressed that schools scored consistenily lower on guidance than on any other factor 2

studicd—inded most of then: did not employ practices sufficient to be described as ’
guidance programmcs. »

(¢) Programme o stucdies. Ner was there any suggestion that this factor was associated N
with holding power. Correlations were gencrally positive but low betveen retention

levels and such factors as breadth of clective offerings generally, exten' of clective

offerings for boys/girls, provision for individual differences between students, and pro- 3 .’g
vision for library. ¢ &
(d} Physical plant. Witl: a siugle exception (a significant negative correlation with holding

{ pov.er for boys in Group 1l schools) there was no association between holding power S
and the two aspects of physical plant which were considered, i.c., facilities of instructional |

programmes and provision of clean and attractive buildings and grounds. .

(¢) Extracurricular activities. Correlations between such activities (their extent, breadth
and degree of accessibility to all students) and holding power produced the most con-
sistently significant (.05 level) results in the entire study but, even so, the significance of
the relationship did not persist in Group | and 111 schools.

(f) Student morale. The "t test results indicated a significant difference in student morale
(i.c., liking for school, rating of teachers and counscllors® between high retention and
low retention schools in Group 1. Otheriwise, there was no evidence that this factor
exerted any influence on holding power.

(g) Teacher morale. Only 1 schools of moderate size (Group 1) was there any significant

association between holding power and teacher moyale based on teachers® ratings of
morale and f degree of co-operation between teachers and administrators.

~

Conclusions

No clear relationship of holding power to goodness of school factors studied was -
discernable, except in the case of extracurricular activities. The significant influence of s
this variabic (also confirmed by other studies) secemed logical since ~ where the extra-

curncular progrumme is broad and offers students of all groups and levels of ach'evement

participation and success opportunities, it appears that the many stud=nts not scholasti-

cally inclined or successiul may find the measure of satistaction necessary to continue

in school . The other significant relationships were so few and erratic as to be almost

certainly duc only to chance. However, since findings were generally positive, though

not significant, it is suggested that improvement of school programmes and services .
might also improve, at least to someextent, school holding power. Beyond this, it appears
that non-school factors not within the scope of this must be taken into account.

14. Larsen, Roland S. A study of sclecied personality factors associated with high school
dropout. Ed.D. dissertation. Michigan State University, 1964,

Country. US.A. Date. 1963. Type of study. Analysis of ficld study data.
Educational level. Secondary (high school graduates vs. dropouts from grades 10-12).

Purpose of study. (i) To identify certain personality characteristics which were common
to students who dropped out of school but differed trom those of students who reached
graduation. (ii) To develop sclected items from the Minnesota Counselling Inventory
(sce below) into a predictive instrument for the identification of potential drepouts. .

Procedures. (i) A survey of 19 Minngsota public high schools in cities with populations
under 50,000 produced a group of 400 dropouts (200 girls and 200 boys) wlo met the A
necessary criteria, i.e. had taken the Minnesota Counsclling Inventory (designed to ¢
assess non-intellectual aspects of an individual’s personality structure, wersonality {

Q
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.

dynamics and personality problems) as 10th graders during the first semester of the years
1956-59, and had subsequently left school before graduation. ! From the same schools
400 graduates were chosen at random for comparison with the dropouts. (ii) In order to
double cross-validate findings, the sample was divided into four pairs of subgroups,
two of which paired 100 girl dropouts and 100 girl graduates in cach and two of which
paired 100 boy :ropouts and 100 boy maduates in cach. (iii) Fach dropout-graduate
pairing was compared on responses to the 355 items of the MCL. Items on which dropouts
and graduates differed significantly (105 level and above) were used to design scales
predictive of dropout personality. (iv) To confirm the validity of these scales in discri-
minating between dropouts and graduates they were then applied to the re-paired
subgroups.

Findmings

Significant variations revealed by the initial MCI 1item analysis anc¢ >v dropout scale
scores appeared to suggest the foflowing pattern of personality difterences in dropouts
and graduates. (i) The most pronounced differences between dropeuts ~itd graduates of
both sexcs related to their feelings about their homes and familics. Dropouts expressed
a high level of dissatisfaction—home was often scen by them as a * stressful, unhappy
place *°, lacking in an atmosphere of love and concern. Many had negative feelings not
only toward parents but also toward other family inembers. With parents there were
frequent conflicts of values and ideals and a sense of poor communication. Dropouts
were particularly resentful of parents’ interferences in their lives. (ii) With regard to
interpersonal relationships outside the family, the dropouts tended to experience difticulty
and tension in group situations. They were uncasy and unsure of themselves with other
people. This was particularly true of girl dropouts. Dropouts of both sexes felt that
others were not concerncd about them. (iii) Dropouts, the girls especially, seemed to
lack joie de vivre, to find lifc less interesting, challenging and rewarding than the graduates
did. (iv) Both male and female dropouts lacked self-confidence. were uncertain of
themselves and their ability to do things, and often had trouble in facing difficult situa-
tions. (v) Male dropouts did not scem to experience unduc anxicty. Girls, however,
were more likely to be fearful, insecure and worried; they were also more casily dis-
couraged and depressed than cither girl graduates or boy dropouts. (vi) Dropouts,
once again girls above all, were prone to feelings of futility about life and the future
and often felt like giving up. (vii) Dropouts more often mentioned having ™ strange and
peculiar ’ (sic) thoughts and cxperiences. (viii) Difficulties in concentrating were more
common among dropouts who often saw the nselves as daydreamers. (ix) Dropout
responses indicated higher levels of hostility and mistrust and stronger urges to violate
social codes and conventions aggressively, c.g.. by hurting some one or by breaking
things. (x) Guilt feelings were more prevalent among dropouts; they were often concerned
about past errors and remorsefu! about the way they had led their lives. (xi) Dropouts
of both sexes described specific health complaints more often than graduates.  Girl
dropouts werc more anxious about their health than their male counterparts.

Counclusions

It was noted that girl dropouts differed more consistently from girl graduates than boy
dropouts did from boy graduates. Thus it seemed that the dropout personality scales
developed would be most useful in the identification of potential female dropouts.

. Lichter, Solemon ., et al. The dropouts. Glencoe, 1ll., The Free Press, 1962.

Country. U.S.A. Date. 1954-58. Type of study. Analysis of ficld study data.

Educational level. Secondary.

1. The sclection process climmated: transfers and drobouts who later returncd to graduate: those with

questionable validity ©* scores on the MCL: and 62 male students dropred at random in order that sample
would comprisc cven number of both seves.
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Purpose of study. (i) To investigate relationships between potential carly school leaving
(and other school problems) and emotional and personality disturbances in students.
(i) To attempt preventive treatment for identified potential dropouts.

Source of datafprocedure. Chicago public high schools were asked to refer potential
A dropouts (only those considered intellectually capable of finishing school) for clinical
4 analysis and treatment. Of 105 referrals, a treatment group of 70 (of which 30 eventually
left school) was studied intensively over a three-ycar period.

Findings

(i) 76 per cent of the study group had character problems, i.e. maladaptations of the
entire personality; in such cases, school was only one of many arcas of maladjustment.
(ii) Personality formation was frequently immature; students were unable to © inction at
high school Ievel. (iii) There were striking differences between the problems ¢ »ysand
girls: the boys had chronic school problems which had begun in elementai, school,
frequently used school as a * psychodynamic arena ™ for working out conflicts derived
from other arcas of their lives, and had problems manifested by inactivity, passivity,
withdrawal, ineffectuality, non-achicvement; the girls often had school problems only
with onset of adolescence, tended toward active troublemaking and rebellion in all arcas
of their lives (thus school did not secem to serve the same psychodynamic function for
girls as for boys), and tended to be aggressive and defiant. (iv) A strong similarity was
found between character formations of parents of potential dropouts and the children;
many of these mothers and fathers had immature personality formations and parent-
child relationships were generally unhealthy and distorted.

Conclusions

Although the incidence of emotional disturbance among the potential dropouts was
high, no single typical disorder could be identified. The results of clinical treatment
indicated that alleviation of personality problems was achieved in 48 per cent of the
treatment group o 70. On this basis, manipulation of the complex variable of personality
problems could be inferred to have some chances of success (about 50-50).

16. Liddle, Gordon P. Psychological factors involved in dropping out of school. The High
school journal (Chapel Hill, N.C.), vol. 45, no. 7, April 1962.

Country. U.S.A. Date. 1951-60. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Primary and sccondary.

Source of datalprocedure. A longitudinal study of 1200 students from elementary school
to carly adulthood in a Midwestern city of 45,000. All children in the public schools
who were in the fourth and sixth grades in 1951-52 (i.c. the potential high school gradu-
ates of 1958 and 1960) were studicd, regardless of whether they stayed in school or
dropped out. Comparisons were made between dropouts and graduates matched on
SES (low) and 1Q (also low).

Findings

(i) Results of the Semantic Differential Test indicated that a pervasive sensc of failure
Wias common 12 dropouts. They tended to place a lower value both on themselves
and on their sc. and to sce themselves as less industrious than did the control group.

(ii) The dropouts as a group had below average social and personal adjustment. Their
sense of isolation, rejection and defeat produced a lack of respect for others and a general
pattern of aggressiveness.  (iii) First-born children and children from small familics
dropped out less often than those from larger families—perhaps because they received
morce parental attention. (iv) Few of the dropouts’ parents took an active interest in
what their children were doing at school. In contrast to parents of graduates, they
secemed to be concerned more with “ staying ou. of trouble ** and * gelting by ** than
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with high achiecvement. (v) Lower class children who attended predominantly middle-class
schools with a strong emphasis on achievement were much less likely to leave school
carly than children of low SES at predominantly lower class schools.

17. Livingston, A. Hugh. High school graduates and dropouts—a new look at a persistent
problem. Scheol rexiew (Chicago), vol. 66, 1958.

Country., US.A. Date. 1944-56. Type of study. Analysis of ficld study data.
Educational level. Primary and sccondary.

Source of datafprocecre. A twelve-year study of 309 students in Hllinois from first grade
to high school graduation or dropping out (193 graduates and t16 dropouts covered).
Twenty-four possibly influential variables were analysed for degree of relationship
with graduation or non-graduation.

Findings

(i) Significant relationship with persistence in school existed for 18 of the factors, the
most important of which were (in descending order): participation in extracurricular
activitics at secondary school level, mental ability, reading level, elementary school grades
failed and clementary school participation. (ii) Ins:gnificant factors included: sex. race,
age at school cntrance, activity of mother, occupational status of principal wage carner
and number of intradistrict transfers.

.

Conclusions

Multiple-correlation analyses reinforced the “elief that dropping out of school is a
complex sequence of cvents that varies for each individual; however, the study revealed
a dropout prototype characterized as follows: limited mertal and academic skills;
limited academic success at school; unsuccessful in social relationships at school;
home cnvironment unstable or uninspiting.

18 (72) Lovett, Stephen K. The post-secondary school adjustment of matched groups of
graduates and dropouts with special reference to underlying familial differences. Ed.D.
dissertation. Harvard University, 1955.

Sec Consequences cntry for complete description of study.

Purpose of study. Since the entire sample was comprised of students who might normally
have dropped out, an attempt was made—through investigation of possible differences
in family life and other factors—to find out why only some of them had actually done so.

Procedure. The questionnaire (cf. Consemences) included 20 items which permitted com-
parison of dropouts and graduates on variables relating to: (i) family/home, i.c., parental
aspirations, closeness of family, and independence allowed child within family group;
(ii) outside the home, i.c., school activities. cducational attainment of friends, and
relationships with tcachers.

Findings

(a) Familylhome. (i) Both fathers and mothers of graduates were significantly more
persistent than parents of dropouts in wanting their sons to finish high school. (i) Almost
all respondents in both groups reported that they got along well with their parents while
in high school. However, more dropouts than graduates felt that their families were
closely knit. (iii) Dropouts and graduates did not differ with regard either to freedom to
come and go on school nights during high scheol or to use family automobile. However,
more graduates did hold part-time jobs and own cars during high school.

(b) Outside the .ome. (i) Dropouts were more likely to have dropouts as fricnds while
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graduates were more likely to associate with other graduates. !  (ii) Participation in
extracurricular activitics was greater among graduates. (i) There was no significant
variation between the two groups with regard to level of dislike for their high school
teachers; however, more graduates listed teachers whom they had liked. (iv) Nine
dropouts, but no graduates, claimed that they had left school Targely because of dislike
for teachers. !

Conclusious

The above findings (as well as the impressions gained over a series of interviews—see
Consequences)y were construed as evidence of an underlying difference between dropouts
and graduates with regard to family attitudes and values which possibly influenced
both school and post-school adjustment.

19. Mannino, Fortune V. Family factors related to school persistence. Journal of educational
socielogy (Washington), vol. 35, 1962.

Country. US.A. Date. 1958. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. In-school students and dropouts from grades 7-12.

Source of datalprocedure, Study of families of 77 dropouts in rural northwest Florida
comparcd with control group of 34 familics of in-school students of similar socio-
cconomic background. Interviews were conducted witk mothers of cach dropout and
cach in-school student.

Findings

(i) No cvidence of any relationship between school persistence and: the opinions of
mothers on cducation; mothers’ expectations regarding school attainment: mothers’
expectations regarding occupational achievement: acquaintance with families having chil-
dren known to have withdrawn from school. (ii) However, there were significant differ-
cnces between the two groups as follows: a larger proportion of mothers of in-school
children showed interest in and encouraged their children's schooling: and a larger
proportion of these same mothers stated that they were acquainted with families with
children attending college.

Conclusions

While both groups scemed to have taken on middle<class educational values, only onc
group (the mothers of in-school children) had found cffective and meaningful ways to
realize these valucs.

20 (73). Miller, S.M.; Comings, Carolyn; Saleem, Betty. The school dropout problem.
Syracuse, State of New York, Division for Youth, 1963. (Part I).

' Country. US.A, Date. 1959-62. Type of study. Analysis of ficld study data.
Educational level. Secondary (dropouts from hish school).

Source of datafprocedure. A descriptive profile of 565 students who had dropped out
of high school (in Syracuse, New York) during 1959-60 was compiled, using data from
the follow ing sources: school records, work permits filed at Syracuse Board of Education,
New York State Employment Service, Welfare Department, Armed Forces Examination
Station, Central Registry of Juvenile Offenders, Police Department Identification Burcau,

Findiugs

(i) There were 10 per cent more boys than girls among the dropouts., Males were older
at the time of leaving school and more likely to be retarded in grade level. (i) The analysis

I. Fach respoadent was ashed to name his three best fricnds while in high school. Educational attainment
of cach friend listed was determined through school records.
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21.
of the school dropont. New York, Vintage Books, 1968.

of family backgrounds showed that 58 per cent of the dropouts came from large familics
containing four or more children and that although 23 per cent were from homes broken
by death, divorce, ctc. 56 per cent were living with both parcnts (it is suggested that this
relative home stability may have been duc partly to under-reporting of low-income
familics likely to be Iess stable). A comparison with the occupational structure of the
Syracuse labour force indicated that parents of dropouts were for the most part in
blue-collar jobs (71 per cent). Over 40 per cent of dropouts’ families had received welfare
assistance at some time. (iii) Of 236 dre.pouts tested, 61 per cent had 1Q's of 90 or
higher: the group’s mean 1Q was 92.8, only slightly below the national mean. (iv) At time
of Icaving, approximatcly 80 per cent were at least one year retarded and 23 per cent
were scverely retarded (1.c. three or miore grades behind); (v) The reasons for abandoning
school nost commonly given by dropouts themsclves were ™ to go to work " (29 per cent)
and “age ™" (18 per cent). (vi) Of the sample, 26 per cent obtained onc or more work
permits in the period 1957-61; 23 per cent of these permits were obtained prior to dropping
out (boy~ tended to start work as pinbovs or stockboys while girls began in sales or
clerical jcbs as waitresses, or as kitchen helpers).  (vii) Of the boys and girls studied,
20 percent had been listed with the Central Registry of Juvenile Offenders during 1957-60;
more than half of these had two or more listings. Boys were apprchended more often,
were more likely to be repeaters and committed more serious offences. The most common
scrious offences among both seaes were those rzlating to property; howeser, over-all
patterns of types of offence were quite different for boys and girls.

Pearl, Arthur. Slim and none—-the poor’s two chances. In: Schreiber D..ed. Profile

Couritry. US.A. Type of study. Discussion.

The disadvantaged, poor child fails mainly becausc the educational system never gines
him a chance; track systems discriminate against the child of low SES; carly labelling
of poor children as = dumb ™" irrevocably afiects their sclf-image, learning capacity and
aspirations; school rules are differentially enforced in favour of the middle-class child;
cducation is totally removed from the life experiences of the poor; schools offer no
mcaningful linkage with future for the non-college bound student; the poor child gets
no rewards from the system—his school eaperience is a prolonged reinforcement of
humiliation.

22. Sando, Rudolph F. A comparatisve study of carly school leavers. Ph.D. dissertation.

University of California (Berkeley), 1952.

Country. US.A. Date. 1949-51. Type of study. Analysis of ficld study data.
Educational level. Secondary (grades 10 and 11).

Purposc of study. To compare opinions of high school dropouts and non-leavers (and
their parents) regarding various aspects of their school experience: curriculum, extra-
curricular activities and relationships with other students and with teachers.

Source of datafprocedure. (i) Of a total population of 1,191 students enrolled in grade
10 in 1949-50 in cight high schools (Contra Costa, California) the first 100 who dropped
out before January 1951 were chosen for study. (ii) Each dropout was paired with a
non-leaver of the same sex and SES ! in order 1o control the effect of these variables.
{iii) Interviews based on 1llinois Inventorics of Pupil and Parcent Opinion were conducted
with students and parents in both dropout and non-leaver groups.

Findmgs

(a) Performance. The only significant difference betw cen the two groups was that dropouts
reported lower grades.

1. As rated in Stms Socio-Econonne Scale.
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(b) Opinions and attitudes {(dropouts vs. stay-ins). (i) Dropouts expressed more dissatis-
faction than non-leavers with : relationships with teachers and other students; teachers’
nterest in them and knowledge of their special needs; amount of help received from the
school on social problems; and discipline. They also had a stronger feeling of ** not
belonging ™. (ii) Dropouts were also more critical of school curriculum, more dis-
contended with: the varicty and usefulness of subjects offered; the amount gained from
their school work; the vocational and curriculum guidance offered by the school.
(ii1) There were few differences between dropouts and non-leavers regarding participation
inextracerricular activities and the cost of such activities. Most striking was the discovery
that a large percentage of both groups did not participate and felt that costs were pro-
hibitive. !

(c) Parents. Significant differences of opinion appeared between dropouts and their
parents, with the latter less critical and less dissatisfied than their children (except in
regard to extracurricular activities). No comparable gap existed between non-lcavers and
their parcnts.

Conclusions

Early leaving relates as much to a student’s thinking an? feeling about school as to
socio-cconomic and schoo! characteristics stressed in previous (pre-1952) studies.

23. Thomas, Robert J. An empirical study of high school dropouts in regard to ten possibly
related factors. Journal of educational svciology (Washington), vol. 28, 1954.

Country. US.A. Date. 1947-51. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Secondary.

Sounrce of dutalprocedure. (i) A random sample of 434 students were selected from a
grade 9 class beginning high school in 1947. (ii) Each member of the sample was studied
for the duration of his high school career, i.e. until he cither dropped out or graduated.

Findings

(i) Age, sex, ethnic background, reading ability, grades, choice of curriculum and distance
travelled to school were not significantly associated with dropping out. (ii) Significant
correlations did cxist between school persistence and the following variables (in order
of strength of corrclation); participation in extracurricular activitics, IQ, and SES
(father’s occupation).

Conclusions

Of the ten variables analysed, extracurricular participation appeared to be the one most
strongly related to the likelihood of completing high school.

24 (78). US. Department of Labor, Burcau of Labor Statistics. School and early employ-
ment experience of youth. a report on 7 communities 1952-57. Wisshington, U.S. Government
Printing Office, 1960. (U.S. Department of Labor Sulletin no. 1277)

Country. US.A. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Sccondary (high school graduates vs. dropouts from grades 8-11).

Sonrce of datalprocedure. (i) Bureau of Labor Statistics surveys covering 22,000 students
(10,000 dropouts and 12,000 graduates) in seven areas ranging from 30,000 to 350,000
in population. (i) Basic data (1Q, school performance, etc.) were obtained from schools
in cach area on all students who, during the period of [ to 5 years prior to the survey,
had cither dropped out or graduated but not gone on Uy college. (iii) Personal interviews
with a subsample of 4,000 provided supplementary information.

L. These findmgs would mimply that :xtracursicular participation is a function of socio-cconomie level
rather than an independeat “ social ™ antecedent of dropping out.
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25.
vol. 24, 1959.

Findings

(@) Mental ability. Twice as many dropouts as graduates (45 and 21 per cent respectively)
had below normal 1Q’s (under 90); three times as many dropouts (31 per cent compared
to 10 per cent of graduates) had IQ’s of a level (under 85) generally considered too low
for acquisition of the adequate reading ability essential for completion of most senior
high school subjects. At the other end of the spectrum, only 6 per cent of the dropouts
had IQ’s of 110 or over compared to 16 per cent of the graduates.

(b) Grade retardution. Of the dropouts 84 per cent were retarded by at least one year;
53 per cent by two or more years. Retardation was consistently more common among
boys than among girls.

(¢) Reasons given for leaving.' Adverse school experience (falure resulting in grade
retardation, dislike of teachers, gencral lack of interest, ete.) emerged as the most
important single reason for dropping out in both personal interviews (35 per cent of
cases) and school records (22 per cent). The second most common reason for leaving
was to go to work (18 per cent of cases). Early marriage was a major reason among girls
(27 per cent of cases in interviews, 21 per cent in school records) but hardly 1-gured at all
among the boys. Only 4 per cent of the Jropouts were noted in school records as having
ieft because of adverse home experience: in interviews, 8 per cent of the dropouts
themselves gave this rcason.

Youmans, E. Grant. Factors in educational attainments. Rural sociology (Madison),

Country. US.A. Date. 1957. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Secondary.

Purposc of study. To test the hypothesis that educational attainment is influenc 1ot
only by social status, but by certain other home, school and community factors  aell.

Source of datafprocedure. A sample of 480 families from three low-income farming
areas in Kentucky. Familics were divided into three social status groups (according to
Sewcll socio-economic status scale). Interviews were conducted with 480 mothers and
439 children (63 per cent currently in high school and 37 per cent having dropped out
during the three years previous to the survey).

Findings

In the lowest social status category 50 per cent of youths were attending school as
opposcd to 80 per cent of the highest status group. In cach status category, the youths
currently in school posscssed more favourable educational values than the dropouts;
however, the mother’s educational values were associated significantly with child’s school
persistence only in the lowest status group. The relationship between 1Q score and
staying in school was most pronounced at highest social status levels. Thus, the incidence
of quitting school was eight times greater among high IQ, low-status children as among
those with high IQ and high social status. Dropouts in all status categories reported
morc often than stay-ins that they had stayed home to do unpaid work during their ast
yearatschool. Participation in extracurricular activities appeared to influence both high-
ana low-status youths not to abandon school.

26. Douglas, J.W.B.; Ross, J.M.; Simpson, H.R. Al our future: longitudinal study of

secoirdary edncation. 1.ondon, Petcr Davies, 1968.

Country, England, Wales, and Scotland. Date. 1957-62. Type of study. Analysis
of field study data.

L. It 1s suggested that reasons for leaving given in interviews rellect. to some eatent, what actually

happened after the student left school rather than the precise motivation at the time of leaving.
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Educational level. Sccondary (4th, 5th, and 6th year).

Purpose of study.  An investigation of school, home and other factors affecting the
secondary school progress (academic performance and Iength of school life) of a group
of students over a period of five years.

Source of data. This report is based on the continued analysis of the National Survey
sample—a group of 5,362 boys and girls comprising a representative sample (overloaded
at a ratio of 4:1 with children of middle-class familics) of all those born in Great Britain
in 1946. This cohort has been studied since carly childhood with regard to their family
background, physical characteristics and health, personality and behaviour, ability and
academic achievement.

Procedure. The methods of obtaining the data and the age of the child at the time when
the data were collected were as follows: (i) Interviews with mother by school nurses or
health visitors provided information on general home circumstances and on parents—
their background, cducation, personality and health—8 weeks, 2, 4,6,7,8, 9, 11 and
15 years old; (ii) medical cxaminations—6, 7, 11, 15; (iii) tests of intelligence and attain-
ment (administered in school)—8, 11, 15; (iv) teacher reports, including behaviour
ratings, attendance records—7, 10, 13, 15, 16; (v) questionnaires completed by survey
members themselves—13, 15; (vi) questionnaires completed by headmasters on both the
school leaving age and cxamination results of survey subjects and on staffing, facihtics,
ctc. of schools—11, 15,

Fundings

(2) Educational status of group at end of five-year period. Fifty per cent left school at
carliest opportunity, i.c. at minimum leaving age of 15 which they reached in middle of
4th year secondary school; 10 per cent left at end of 4th year; |5 per cent left during or
end 5th year (mostly at end, after * 0" level exams); 25 per cent were still in school.

(b) Social class and ability. Upper m.ddlc class pupils were 2% times as likely to stay on
after the minimum leaving age as lower manual working class pupils, 4 times as likely
to complete their fifth year of secondary school and nearly 6 times as likely to start the
sixth year. The longer school life of middle class children was partly a function of their
higher measured ability: however, the influence of social class persisted even with ability
held constant.

(c) Primary school bachgronnd, The incidence of staying on at sccondary school—
especially among working class children—scemed to be greater among those coming
from primary schools with predominantly middle class intakes.

(d) Regional educational provision. The patchy distribution of grammar schools
throughout the country produced regional differences in leaving patterns. The percentage
of pupils of all levels of socia! class and ability staying on after the minimum lcaving
age was highest in the arcas providing the most selective school places.

() Family factors. Low levels of parental interest and encouragement were associated
with poor school performance and carly leaving in all social classes. High interest was
closely linked to high achicvement, good results in * 0 ** level exams and longer school
life. Early leaving was also more common among children suffering from family strains
such as a father’s long-term unemployment or the death of a parent after an extended
illness. It was prolonged stress that depressed educational attainment—shocks such as
a father's sudden death had no apparent effect. Length of school life was approximatcly
cqual among children from onc- and two-child families. Students from familics with
threc or more children tended to leave school sooner (even those of middle class back-
ground).

() Personality and hehaviour. Pupils described by teachers as troublesome, poor workers
or inattentive in class were more likely at all ability levels to leave early than those who
were favourably assessed. Those showing many signs and symptoms (such as stam mering,
nail biting, bedwetting, unexplained vomiting and abdominal pain) of disturbed behaviour
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tended to leave school sooner. Inall social classes and in all types of school, the incidence
of early leaving was higher among delinquents (almost all of whom were boys) than
non-delinquents.

(g) Attendance. Absence from school at either primary or secondary level was associated
with poor test performance and carly leaving, particularly among lower class pupils.

(h) Physical fuctors. Poor health in childhood, even severe illness, did not affect school
leaving age. Boys and girls who reached puberty at an carly age stayed on longer at
school than later maturers.

Elder, Glen H., jr. Family structure and educational attainment: a cross-national

analysis. American sociological review (Washington), vol. 30, February 1965.

Country. U.S.A., Great Britain, Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, Mexico. Date.
1959-60. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.

Educational level. Secondary.

Purpose of study. To investigate the effect of parent-adolescent relations on the likelihood
of a child’s reaching secondary school.

Source of datajprocedure. A secondary analysis was made of material from 1,000 inter-
views originally obtained by Almond and Verba during their 1959-60 survey of political
behaviour in various countrics.

Findings

Parental dominance (authoritarian family structure) was negatively associated with the
probability of getting as far as sccondary school in all five countries. In the United
Statcs, the Federal Republic of German' and Great Britain, the largest percentage of
children attaining the secondary level ha 1 backgrounds combining democratic parent-
child relations ¢nd cgalitarian (as oppostd to * father-dominated **) conjugal relations.
However, comparable cducational achicvement in the male-oriented cultures of Italy
and Mexico was most likely to occur among students froi: homes where parent-child
rclations were democratic but conjugal relations were fathe:-dominated. The association
between degree of parental dominance and educational attainment was strongest among
urban-born (except in the U.S.A.), middle-class individuals—its relative weakness among
persons of rural background was attributed to lack of educational opportunities in rural
areas.

Conclusions

The combination of fuctors most favourable to extended education was: youth, democratic
upbringing, urban birth and male sex. Converscly, the least favourable configuration
was: age, authoritarian upbringing, rural birth and female sex.

28. Eggleston, S. John. Some environmental correlates of extended secondary education
in England. Comparative education (Oxford), vol. 3, no. 2, March 1967.

Country. England. Date. 1958-63. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Secondary (4th and Sth year).

Purpose of study. An investigation of the relationship between selected school and
community variables and the incidence of staying-on beyond minimum leaving age in
English non-selective secondary schools.

Source of datalprocedure. From 260 non-selective schools (240 modern and bilateral
secondary and 20 comprehensive) located in a ** representative *” group of eight English
local education authority areas. The schools were examined and rated ¢n the following
variables: size, age and condition of school buildings; material environment (i.e.
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specialist teaching facilities); provision of extended courses and success rates in associated
examinations; intake of students and retention rates of selective schools in the same area;
SES of surrounding area (as measured by Juror Index). These variables were related by
product moment correlation to school holding power as reflected by : extent of staying-on
after age 15 (as a percentage of total 14-ycar-old age cohort in school the previous year);
and cxtent of staying-on after age 16 to enter a fifth year of school (as a pe:centage of
total 14-year-old age cohort in school two years previously).

Fiudings

(i) High incidence of staying-on at both 15 and 16 was associated most strongly with well
devcloped programmes of cxtended courses and next most strongly with successful
examination results—particularly in G.C.E. 5th and 6th year examinations, (i) School
size proved to be the next most important factor—Ilarge schools being significantly (.01
level) more nikely to have greater holding power among both 15 and 16 years olds; it is
suggested that this refiects the availability to large schools of better staffing and facili-
ties for running successful examination courses. (iii) While related significantly to higher
retention rates in both age groups, newer school buildings and superior material environ-
ment appeared to be much more important for the initial decision to stay on at 15—
perhaps because by age 16, the pupils had internalized the goals of the school and
become relatively indifferent to the architecture. (iv) In the survey arcas as a whole,
staying-on in non-sclective schools showed no relationship to either level of intake or
holding power of selective schools; this evidence refuted the hypothesis that a high
selective intake would drain off able pupils from non-selective schools. However, in
arcas where secondary school systems were most conventional (i.e., tripartite rather than
comprehensive), the hypothesis was reversed: i.e., staying-on in non-selective schools
was positively and significantly correlated with high levels of intake and retention in
ncighbouring selective schools. (v) Retention rates were highest in schools located in
areas of superior SES (the corrclations were significant at the .01 level for staying-on
after 16 but only at the .05 for staying after '5); this * stronger relationship with the
external environment ** among older students is seen as a corollary of the concomitantly
diminished influence of the school’s physical environment (see (iii) above). (vi) Compre-
hensive systems were superior in holding power to tripartite systems; this was attributed
principally to their location in areas of higher SES.

29. Girard, A. Sclection for secondary cducation in France. In: Halsey A. H., et al., eds.
Education, economy and society. Glencoe, I1l., The Free Press, 1961.

Country. France. Date. 1954. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Primary.

Source of datajprocedure. A survey of 18,331 school leavers: 5,208 aged 11 or over who
were lcaving elementary school to pursue further education (secondary senior clementary
and technical) and 13,123 aged 14 or over who had stayed the full elementary course and
had thus, in most cases (85 per cent) reached the terminal point in their education. The
geographical distribution of the sample was fully representative of all parts of France.
The two groups were compared by social class, family size, and scholastic achicvement
in order to assess the relationship of these factors to continuation of education.

Findings

(a) Family size. The 11-plus leavers continuing their schooling tended to come from
smaller families than did the children who had remained in the elementary system.

(b) Scholastic achievement (as mecasured by teachers’ ratings of students on a five-point
scale). This was the factor most directly influencing a child’s chances of further educ-
ation. The distribution of academic ratings among continuing students remained con-
stant regarcless of SES, e.g. approximately 66 per cent of “continuers’’® from both farm
and professional families were rated *“ good *’ or “excellent ** students.
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(¢) Sucial class. The rates of continuation differed significantly by social class. Only
13 per cent of agricu'tural labourers’ children and 21 per cent of unshilled workers’
children undertook post-primary education, vs. 39 per cent of tradesmens’ children,
68 per cent of industrialists” and 87 per cent of children of professionals.

Conclusions

It is suggested that raising the standard of living would extend to more children the
material and psychological environment favouring scholastic achievement.

30. Girard, Alain; Bastide, Henri; Pourcher, Guy. Enquéte nationale sur |’entrée cn sixiéme
ct la démocratisation de I’enscignement. Population (Paris), vol. 18, no 1, janvicr-mars
1963.

La stratification sociale et la démocratisation de Penscignement. Population (Paris), vol. 18,
no 3, juillet-septembre 1963.

Country. France. Date. 1962. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Primary and secondary.

Purpose of study. An analysis of factors influencing the post-elementary school destina-
tions of a nation-wide sample of 20,770 students—with particular reference to evaluating
the progress of *“ democratization ** of secondary education.

Source of data. A stratified random sample of 1,163 schools designed to iepresent the
entire population of public and private elementary schools in France.

Procedure. Phase I (June 1962). The principals of the schools selected were asked to
provide the following information on all students completing the clenientary cycle
during 1961/62: their academic performance (grades and teachers’ evaluations); family
background (occupation of parents, ctc.); family’s wishes with regard to further education
of child. Phase 2 (September 1962). Principals were asked to indicate what had happened
to these students.

Findings

(a) Principal destinations. Approximately 20 per cent of the entire sample stayed behind
to repeat a grade during 1962-63. Of those not repeating: 55 per cent had entered
secondary school cither general or secondary (25.4 per cent) or lycee (26.6 per cent);
42 per cent continued in primary schools (an essentially terminal system offering limited
further education up until the minimum school leaving age); 2 per cent had abandoned
the educational system altogether in order to go to work. !

(b) Age and sex. Pupils who left school for employment tended to be over-age; their
average age was 14.2 years compared to 12.1 for the entire sample, 11.7 for those entering
Iycées and 12.6 for those staying in primary system. Destinations did not differ substan-
tially by sex.

(¢) Regional differences. Rate of cntry into secondary school increased with population
density:

Percentage of students entering Iycée,
colleges. er gencral secondary

Rural arcas 42 (14 lycée)
Villages and towns of ynder 10,000 57 (18 lycée)
Towns of 10,000-200,000 plus 64 (43 lycée)
Paris and environs 72 (33 lycée)

Regional variations in type of secondary education pursued were a function of: (i) availa-
bility of lycée facilities (relatively few in countryside and small towns); (i) socio-economic
structure of population. Incidence of early leaving was related inversely to population

1. Data such as this on students who leave school altogether are relatively rare 1n European studies.
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density; thus less than | per cent of students from the Paris area dropped out to go to
work compared to 3 per cent of those in rural areas.

(d) Type of elementarv school. The rate of entry into sccondary school was somewhat
higher (especially with regard to lycées) among students from private clementary schools
than among those from public schools. However, the type of elementary education
received did not affect the likelihood of carly leaving.
(¢) School success. Academic aptitude and achicvement {as rated by clementary school
teachers on a 5-point scale) were closcly related to student destinations:

Destination

Teachers® ratmg Work Termmal primary .. Secondary
C.E.G. yeée

% % % %
Excellent 1 2 20 13
00 1 13 46 47
Average 15 38 28 34
Mediocre 38 33 5 5
Bad 45 14 ] 1
100 100 100 100

Almost half of those abandoning school for employment had been considered poor
students. However, success in school proved to be in substantial measure a function of
social class, a student’s chances of being rated gocd or excellent increasing more or less
directly with his father’s SES (sec also @®)).

(F) Effect of retardation. A special analysis of members of samples who had repeated the
last grade of clementary school during 1961/62 indicated that the over-all pattern of
destinations did not differ substantially among repeaters and non-repeaters. Nonetheless,
repeaters were a good deal more likely to leave school to go to work, particularly in
rural arcas.

(&) Family and SES. (i) Access to secondary school was linked more closely to social
status (as reflected by parental occupation) than to any other factor. The ratc of entry
to ycees and C.E.G. of children with parents in professional or upper-level management
positions was approximately 90 per cent—twice as high as the rate for children of workers
and three times that of children of agricultural workers. Those working-class students
who did manage to get into sccondary schools more often attended C.E.G. while students
of high SES usually enrolled in lycées. (ii) Low status groups, both urban and rural,
were markedly over-represented both among children lez- “g school to work and among
those channelled into terminal primary courses. (i) T..  .fects of SES persisted regard-
less of grades. Thus, even the very important achievement of academic success (sce (f))
did not necessarily guarantee entrance to secondary school, while high SES often helped
to overcome the disadvantage of poor academic performance. (iv) The post-elementary
choices made by students reflected closely the educational aspirations their familics
expressed for them. But the wishes of parents, like the academic success of their children,
were very much a function of social status. (v) The advice of teachers regarding the
course of study most appropriate for each student, supposcdly based only on academic
aptitude, appeared in actuality to be affected considerably by child’s SES (i.e. to a
greater extent tnan could be accounted for by the relationship between SES and grades).
(vi) For the study population as a whole chances of attending secondary school were
inversely related to the number of children in a student’s family. But once again the
influence of the factor varied according to SES. Coming from a large family was a
definite disadvantage for a lower class child, whereas in high SES groups family size
made hardly any difference.

Conclusions

Opportunities for secondary schooling have definitely improved, partly because of the
cxpansion of general secondary cducation, but they arc not distributed cquitably.
Differential access to secondary schools continues to be above all a result of the profound
and pervasive influence of social milicu.

1. Colléges d'enscignement général.
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31. England. Ministry of Education. Early leaving. A report of the Central Advisory
Council for Education. London, Her Majesty's Stationery Office, 1954.

Country. England. Date. 1952-54. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Secondary.

Purpose of study. (i) To investigate factors influencing the age at which boys and girls
leave sccondary schools which provide courses beyond the minimum school-leaving
age (15); (ii) to determine the extent to which it is desirable to increase the proportion of
those remaining at school until approximately age 18.

Sowrce of data. A stratified random sample comprising 10 per cent of the whole popula-
tion of grammar schools in England. The schools were stratified before selection by:
type (provision for either or both sexes); status (maintained or direct grant); region.

Procedure. (i) The heads of the 120 schools selected were asked to complete questionnaires
on the backgrounds, school records, potentialities and, where relevant, the reasons for
leaving school of all pupils who had begun grammar school in 1946. Responses from
114 schools provided data on 8,690 pupils. Classified as “ early leavers * were: those
who neither completed the basis 5-year secondary course nor obtained a School Certificate
(these * very early leavers ** numbered 1,627, i.e., 18.8 per cent of the total sample);
those who left after five years instead of following an advanced course. (jiY A second
questionnaire elicited information from principals on the programmes and practices of
each school and on employment opportunities in the surrounding area for school leavers
of various ages. (iii) The above data was supplemented by obtaining the views of grammar
school boys and girls on their school experience, reasons for leaving, etc., through
questionnaires administered to: National Servicemen (N = 274); members of youth
organizations (boys and girls) who had left grammar school at varying ages (N = 301).

Findings

(a) Sex. Boys tended to stay longer * in school and to do better academicaily than girls
(e.g. 16.5 per cent of boys sampled left before completing the 5-year course compared
with 21 per cent of girls). The greater propensity of girls to leave early was interpreted
as a confirmation of the common belief that many parents attach less importance to
therr daughters® education than to their sons! The reasons for leaving most frequently
mentioned by both principals and the girls themselves were: desire for independence and
financial inability of family to keep them in school.

(b) SES (bascd upon father’s occupation) and the influence of the home. Children of
parents in semi-skilled and unskilled jobs were heavily over-represented among very
carly leavers:

Perceniage of Percentage of very
Father's occupation total sample early leavers
Semi-skilled 15.3 29.2
Unskilled 5.6 40.1

Findings further indicated that even when children from such backgrounds er.:ered
grammar school i:i the top selection group, their academic performance was much n:ore
likely to decline than that of fellow students with parents in professional and managerial
occupations.

(c) Academic ability. Of those thought suitable (by heads of school) for following
advanced sixth form courses, approximately 33 per cent of the boys and 39 per cent of
the girls left too early to take such courses. Headmasters mentioned difficulty with
school work as a factor in 17 per cent of the early leaving cases; however, among the
members of youth organizations questioned, academic difficulties were mentioned as
reasons for leaving by only 4 per cent of the boys and 3 per cent of the girls.

1. This difference persisted regardless of social class—except among verv early leavers from professional/
managerial backgrounds.
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(d) Financial considerations. Shortape of moncy was seen by principals as affecting
11.1 per cent of boys leavmg carly and 18.5 per cent of the girls—among the lc.ucrc
themsclves, this reason was given even more frequently.

(¢) Infiuence of employment. (i) The percentage of carly leavers influenced by employment
considerations (* chance of a good job which might not have been available later **)
was as follows:
Girls Roys
YA v
According to head of school 7.5 229
According to girls or boys themselves 12 45.83

(ii) The conditions of entry into many occupations did nothing to encourage a longer
school Iie—indeed they scemed in effect to discriminate against older school lcavers:
craft apprenticeships were normally oren only to boys between 15 and 17; office and
clerical carcers often failed to offer sufficient incentives—in terms of salary andjor
grade—to enter at 18 rather than 16; most professions rarely offered enough inducement
to older, more edvcated entrants to compensate for the delay in acquiring full profes-
sional qualifications caused by prolonging their education. (iii) In some arcas, parti-
cularly in country districts, students were forced to choose between leaving school at 16
in order to get local jobs not avaijlable later or leaving the district itself in order to seck
non-Jocal opportunitics.

(f) Influence of school. A high rate of premature leaving was more common in girls’
and mixed schools than in boys' schools. It was suggested that the trcatment by some
schools of sixth form courses as very separate from the main five-year course might make
the sixth form seem cven more inaccessible to a child already hesitant about staying
more than five years.

Conclusions

Of all the factors affecting early leaving, a child’s home background was judged to be
the most critical. It was suggested that the disadvantages of the semi-skilled and unskilled
workers’ children who were so heavily over-represented among very carly Ieavers included
not only such physical factors as overcrowded homes and inadequate heating or lighting,
but also the social assumptions of their parents. While these working-class mothers
and fathers had generally left schoo} carly themsclves, they did not necessarily lack a
sence of the value of education. But extended schooling could not be taken for granted by
ther as it was by those in professional occupations. And if it was not taken for granted
by th.c parents, it could not be by their children.

Recommendations

There should be: legislaiion providing for payment of more adequate maintenance
allowances to families with children in school up to any age; more boarding facilities
to accommodate children whose progress is inhibited by adverse home conditions;
expansion of facilities for work after school hours for non-boarding boys and girls who
have poor working conditions at home; regular personal contact to be maintained by
school with students’ families; treatment of whole work of the school, including sixth
form, as continuous; increased numbers of craft apprenticeships for 17- and 18-year olds;
in.reased incentives to complete sixth form before entering clevical or professional
occupations.

32 (83). Jackson, Brian; Marsden, Dennis. Education and the working class. London,
Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1962.

Country. England. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.

FEducational *~vel. Secondary.

Purpose of study. To ascertain why relatively few working-class children (compared with
many middle-class children) successfully complete the full grammar school course.
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Source of datalprocedure. (i) A sample of 88 working-class and 10 middle-class students
drawn from pass lists (for Higher School Certificate and G.C.E. Advanced Levei) at
all grammar schools in an industrial city of 130,000 in northern England. (ii) A group
of 12 working-class students who had left graminar school carly. The subjects and their
parents were inter viewed (separately) in their homes from 5 to 14 years after the children
had left grammar school.

Findings
(a) For the middle-class child and his parents, the system ., values, demands and aspirations

represented by the grammar school was already familiar and was very definitely felt by
them to be susceptible of manipulation.

(b) This sense of integration with the system was accompanied by a shrewd awareness
of its operation which had important concrete results. For example, a middle-class
parent was far more likely than his working-class counterpart to choose a primary
school that would prepare his child for the crucial eleven-plus cxams and be willing
to interfere at school on the child’s behalf.

(c) The working-class child who succeeded at schoo! under such circumstances tended to be
atypical of his class. (1) The majority of such children came from the upper strata of the
working classes. Over one-third of their parents had connexions with the middle class
and were considered to be “ sunken middle class *’ rather than truly working class.
(ii) They were members of small familics—more than one-third were only children.
(iti) They lived in favourable, socially mixed districts and many had attended primary
schools with a predominantly middle-class tone. {iv) Their parents, although possessing
little education themselves, ! placed a high value upon education and exerted considerable
pressure upon their children to achieve in school. (v) With regard to the middle-class
world and its values, parents were both aspiring and deferential and the same qualitics
were prominent in the school carcers of their children. High academic aspirations were
accompanied by a positive orthodoxy—a highly developed capacity for accommodation.
These superadaptive children wasted little energy in clashing with the aliecn world of
the grammar school; they quickly integrated themselves and indeed were frequently
leaders and prefects at school.

Conclusions

Grammar schools represent a powerful institutionalization of middle-class values.
The degree *o which a child succeeds within this system depends upon the degree to
which he is middle-class—either by origin or by assimilation.

33. MacPherson, John S. Selection in Scottish secondary schools. In: Halscy A.H. et al.,
eds. Education, economy and society. Glencoe, 111, The Free Press, 1961.

Country. Scotland. Date. 1947, Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Secondary.

Source of datafprocedure. A scven-year follow-up of a representative sample of 1,208
children from the 1947 Scottish Mental Survey of all children born in 1936. A group
test score, an 1Q and various sociological data were recorded for each child in 1947;
subsequent information was obtained through home interviews and questionnaires filled
out by heads of schools.

Findings

(i) Of the entire sample, only 12.4 per cent completed the 5-year secondary course and
only 6.2 per cent attained good leaving certificates. (ii) Academic success was found to
be a function of the interaction of the following variables: high 1Q, success in courses,
higher occupational classes of fathers and certain personality traits (perserverance,
conscientiousness, will to do well). (iii) Relative influence of 1Q and SES: for boys from

1. A subsample of 10 working-class familics had less than one-sixth of the schooling (measured in unit. of
secondary and higher education) possessed by the 10 families in the middie-class sample.
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a blue-collar background the likclihood of completing the S-ycar secondary course was
40 per cent for those with an 1Q of 120 or morc and 20 per cent for those with an 1Q of
under 120; the likelihood for boys from a white-collar background was 66 per cent for
those with an 1Q of 120 plus and 50 per cent for those with an 1Q of under 120.

Couclusions

In the light of the complex combination of factors required for academic success. it is
suggested that wastage in the secondary schools is overestimated, i.e.. that the percentage
of carly leavers who would have attained good leaving certificates had they remained in
school is Iess than is gencerally thought to be the case.

34. Netherlands. Central Burcau of Statistics. A study of school careers in the V.H.M.O.
In: Aualysis of stadent performaunce. The Hague, 1965. (Statistical investigations on educa-
tion and leisure, 1)

Country. Netherlands. Date. 1949-59. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Secondary {grades 1-6).

Purpose of study. To determine what factors infiuence the duration of study beyond
primary school.

Source of datalprocedure. A longitudinal analysis of a cohort comprising all pupils
(N = 15.052) entering the first grade of V.H.M.O. (grammar) schools in 1949. At the
beginning of the school year 1949-50 all grammar schools were asked to collect certain
information about each entering pupil: his sex. age on entering. SES (father’s occupation),
rural/urban residence and previous schooling. Each autumn for the following ten years
(i.e. until the last pupil of the generation had left school) these records were updated
with regard to the school-careers of the cohort, i.c. repetition, promotion, transfer ! and
dropping out.

Findings

(i) Nearly onc-half of the entire 1949 gencration failed to complete their studies. The
incidence of early leaving was equal among both sexes. (ii) Previous schooling and
geographical environment (town vs. rural arca) proved to be of little importance in
determining school success. (iii) The following table indicates some degree of association
between SES and persistence in school:

Student's social status Leaving carly Finishing studies
(futher < occupation ! 03¢ rerls boys rirls
P " VA Te
Higher 39 39 61 61
Middlc,
salaricd 43 45 57 55
independent 53 54 46 46
Lower
clerical personnel 46 54 54 46
fabourc™ 55 57 45 43

However, more detailed breakdowns deraonstrated that the effect of SES upon chances
of obtaining a leaving certificate varied according to whether or not students repeated
grades along the way: among non-repeaters, higher SES did not appear to provide
any particular advantage—the same proportion (approx. 22 per cent) of boys from each
social grouping finished school; among those who did suffer retardation, however,
chances of eventually completing their studies increased with social status—thus 40 per
cent of upper-class repeaters gained their certificates compared with only 23 per cent of
working class repeaters (it is suggested that this was duc principally to the fact that
upper class students were less often taken out of school after doubling a class, perhaps
because their families were in a better position to finance the extra expenses incurred by

1. In the casc of students transfernng to other V.H.M.O. schools. thc rccords were continucd by their
new schools.
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having to repeat a year). (iv) Almost the entire group (95 per cent) of carly leavers had
made insufficient progress in school by the time they Ieft andfor had repeated at
least onc grade. (v) The age at which students started grammar school significantly
atfected their subsequent carcers—the younger they were, the better their chances were
of completing their secondary studies. Only about 20 per cent of children entering at age
11 left school prematurely compared with about 50 per cent of those beginning at 13
(the most usual age) and some 80 per cent of those not starting until 15. This effect of
age persisted regardless of sex or grade retardation.

35 (88). Schwartzueller, Harry K. Educational aspirations and life chances of German
young people. Comparative education (Oxford), vol. 4, no. 1, November 1967.

Country. Federal Republic of Germany. Date. 1965. Type of study. Analysis of
field study data.

Educational level. Elementary and secondary.

Purpose of study. An analysis of ™ differentials in cducational life chances ™ among
German students, with special emphasis on antecedents and ctfects of the crucial educa-
tional carecr decisions madc at 10 or Il ycars of age regarding the level of schooling
(clementary vs. secondary) to be pursucd.

Source of data. A sample of 2,555 students (aged from 14 to 17) from three regions of
the Federal Republic Gerinany which were selected to represent three different types of
socio-economic circumstances. ' Within cach arca, pupils from tw o highly differentiated
school systems were surveyed: (i) secondary ( Realschule or Gymnuasium), oricnted pri-
marily toward attainment of Abitur (the prerequisite to higher education at university
or higher technical school); (ii) elementary non-Abitur oricnted, leading generally only to
trade school apprenticeships or to 2-3 years technical/academic training at sub-Ahbitur
levels.

Procedure. Questionnaires completed by the sample provided data on family SES (based
on father’s eccupation), circumstances surrounding the choice of clementary or secondau y
school. and students’ educational and occupational aspirations.

Findings

{i) Socio-cconomic status proved to have been a major determining factor in the choice
between secondary and clementary school: 68 per cent of the boys and girls entering
secondary schools came from * upper clite.”” or * middle white collar ** familics compared
with 31.1 per cent from * lower and middle manual worker ** backgrounds; of those
entering the clementary system, on the other hand, 82.6 per cent were children of manual
workers and only 17.4 per cent came from clite and white-collar groups. (1) Awareness
that the secondary/clementary choice had existed was much lower among clementary
school students-——ncarly half of them (against only 4 per cent of sccondary students) felt
that the questicn of secking admission to secondary school had never arisen. (iii) Ele-
mentary students who had been conscious of a decision-making process frequently felt
that they had not been involved in it at ail (only a ™ negligible ™ percentage of secondary
school students cxpressed similar feelings).

Conclusions
See entry in section on Consequences.

36 (90). Abcernethy, David . The unemployment market: perceptions of Southern Nigerian
school children. Stanford University, n.d. {mimco}.

Description of study. See Consequences entry.

I. The regions were: o heavily industrialized region. & weallhy agricultural repoe: and i relatively
underdeveloped regron. both agriculturally and indusirally.
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Findings

Termination of education after primary school for the majority of pupils is attributed to:
(i) uneven cducational expansion—secondary schools are simply unable to absorb the
vastly increased output of primary leavers resulting from the introduction of universal
primary cducation in Nigeria; (ii) imbalance between education expansion and cconomic
growth—slow rise in the number of jobs; (iii) non-egalitarian naturc of post-primary
education—in secondary schools (where, unlike free primary schools, individuals must
bear the bulk of costs) wealth is introduced as a recruitment factor.

37. Adler, Chaim. Secondary school as a selective factor, from a social and educational
point of view. Ph.D. dissertation. Hebrew *Jniversity (Jerusalem), 1945.

Country. Isracl. Date. 1959-60. Type of study. Analysis of ficld study data.
Educational level. Sccondary (grades 9-11).

Purpose of study. To investigate social mechanisms, other than ascriptive variables such
as social class and ability, responsible for early school leaving. Particular attention was
given to an examisnation of the influence of the school as a social institution and of
other social systems such as family and peer groups.

Soui ce of datafprocedire. A two-phase survey of Jerusalem high school students. (i) The
first stage was the completion of a 115-item questionnairc on all pupils in grades 9, 10
and I in full-time zcademic high schools in the summer of 1959; a total of 1,017 question-
naires (of a possibie 1,278) were completed. (ii) Hypotheses based on data collected were
tested in the sceond stage several months later when 174 of the study group had dropped
out. Half of these early feavers were compared with a control group of stay-ins matched
on ability (as indicated by scholastic standing in three subjects) and social class.

Findings

(i) Early school fcavers differed from those who continued in .chool in that they parti-
cipated more in peer group activities; however, they lacked influence and standing
within such groups and had fewer intimate relationships =wvithin them. (ii) Early lcavers
tended to have fewer personal relationships with teachers than students who stayed on;
their relationships with their families were also less satisfactory. (iii) Affective oricntation
toward high school was characteristic of dropouts. They also lacked positive attitudes
toward Icarning. (iv) Both very strong and extremely inhibited mobility aspirations were
found to be related to dropping out. (v) Future rians of early leavers were vaguc and tended
toward short-range planning. The dropouts lacked confidence in their ability to realize
future plans. (vi) Parents of dropouts were likely to be less permissive than those of
stay-in students.

Conclusions

With regard to reducing the incidence of dropout, the principal manipulable variable is
the school system itself. It should initiatc both quantitative and qualitative changes
designed to accommodate a wider range of student needs and orientations.

38. Camecron, John. Wastage in Tanganyika with special reference to primary schools.
Teacher education (London), vol. 6, no. 2, November 1965.

Type of study. Discussion.

This article is in part a critigue of Sidney Collins’ report on wastage (see following
summary). The validity of Collins’ methods and findings arc brought into question and
it is argued that Collins much exaggerates the influence on wastage of high tition fees,
migration to urban areas and inadequate government educational policics. In the second
section (dealing with the problem of wastage in more general terms), Cameron warns
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against over-rating cultural differences as causes of dropping out. Stressing the similarity
of children everywhere, it is suggested that a major cause of school desertion common to
both developed and developing countries is “ the revolt of the young against what is
meaningless, dull and uncomfortable in their education *”. Legal enforcement of school
attendance is recommended as a crucial weapon in the reduction of large-scale wastage
at the primary level.

39. Collins, Sidney. The social and economic causes of wastage in schools and other
educational institutions in Tanganyika. Teacler education (London), vol. §, no. I, May 1964.

Country. Tanzania. Date. 1961. Type of study Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Primary, middle and secondary (technical).

Source of data. (i) A survey of primary and middle schools in five Tanganyikan provinces;
(ii) Questionnaires administered to a 25 per cent sample of students who dropped out
of cvening classes at the Dar-cs-Salaam Technical Institute.

Findings

(i) Causes of wastage in primary and middle schools: inability to pay fees; student’s
obligations to family and land; parental attitudes, i.e. assigning a low value to education—
in some pastoral areus, cattle were viewed as a better and more prestigious investment
than cducation for children. particularly daughters; the high rate of migration from less
developed rural areas to towns and industrial centres; early marriage; illness and mal-
nutrition.

{ii) Factors associated with withdrawal of secondary level evening students: prohibitive
costs of tuition, books, transportation; demands made by student’s family; lack of
suitable place to study; difficulties in getting hold of necessary textbooks; absence due
to leisurc activities; illness or tiredness after working all day; student dissatisfaction with
incfficent teaching methods and lack of guidance.

40 (95). Elkan, Susan. Primary school leavers in Uganda. Comparative education review
(Oxford), vol. 4, no. 2, October 1960.

Description of study. See Consequences entry.

Findings

(i) Tribal affiliation did not relate strongly to the likclihood of a child’s lcaving school
after primary grades 5 and 6. It is suggested that membership in a minority tribe (gene-
rally to be equated with economic disadvantage) was a powerful determining factor at
an earlier stage, i.e. that it tended to prejudice the child’s chances of entering school at
all. (ii) Of the 206 children who left the educational system altogether, 119 had failed
either the Primary Leaving Examination after grade 6 or the end-of-grade examination
after grade 5, 42 had passed their examintions and 45 left school before the examinations.
Vicwed differently, of the 731 children in the sample who passed their examinations,
only 6 per cent left school compared vvith 26 per cent of those who failed. (Examination
failure was argued to be a function not merely of low innate intelligence but of multiple
factors including poor physical condition of children, disadvantageous home conditions,
inferior teaching, ctc.) (iii) There was no indication that children abandoned school for
economic reasons, i.c. their labour represented an income to the family.

41 (96). Foster, Philip J. Education and social change in Ghana. London, Routledge and

Kegan Paul, 1965. Chapter VIII.

Country. Ghana.  Date. 1961. Type of study. Analysis of ficld study data.
Educational level. Secondary.
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Purpose of study. To investigate patterns of achievement, selection and recruitment in
Ghanaian secondary schools.

Source of data. Questionnaire administered to a sample of 963 fifth form students (775
boys and 188 girls) from 23 schools representing a 50 per cent stratified (by fifth form
size) random sample of public secondary schools.

Findings

(i) A certain amount of cthnic sclection appeared to be at work (particularly for girls),
favouring enrolment of southern urbanized ethnic groups. However, these apparent
cthnic incqualities werc seen as explicable in terms of other variables described below.
(ii) Recruitment persistently favoured students whose fathers belonged to higher levels
of occupational and educational hierarchy: 40.3 per cent of sampled students® fathers
were in white collar occupations (these occupations represented 6.9 per cent of all aduit
males in Ghanaian labour force) 32.5 per cent of fathers were farmers and fishermen
(62.8 per cent of adult male labour force); 58 per cent of studerts’ fathers had more
than primary education compared with 14.9 per cent of adult male population. (iii) Urban
origin corrclated positively with access to secondary schools.

Counclusions

In spite of the correlation between parental occupation and educ: tion and access to
sccondary school, Ghanaian secondary schools still draw upun a relatively wide segment

of the population and function as highly effective channcls for social and occupational
mobility.

42. International Labour Office. Interim report on education in a rural arca of Western
Nigeria. IToadan, ILO Mission, 1967. (Fact-finding report on the ILO Pilot Project Area,
Education section)

Conntry. Nigeria. Date. 1966. Type of study. Analysis of (i) field study data,
(ii) aggregate data. :

Educational level. Primary (grades 1-6).

Source of data. A survey of primary school wastage and other aspects of education in a
rural area of Western Nigeria (undertaken in connexion with an ILO pilot project for
the United Nations Development Programme).

Findings

(a) Wastage patterns and population. Rate of wastage was inversely related to village size.
The over-all wastage for the primary cycle was estimated as follows: in villages of less
than 7,000 people, 84.9 per cent; in those of 1,000-2,000 people, 63.2 per cent: in those
of 2,000-5,000 people, 52.8 per cent. These figures compared with an over-all wastage
rate of 47.2 per cent in towns of over 5,000 and 20.0 per cent in Tbadan city.

(b) Teacher-related causes of rural wastage. (i) Poorer teachers tended to be relegated
to village schools—the better qualificd teachers were concentrated in towns and citics.
(ii} Teachers often lacked sense of commitment to their work: 56.9 per cent of village
teachers surveyed indicated that they would prefer to take another job at the same
salary rather than continue to teach. The main reasons for dissatisfaction with teaching
were: lack of promotion, lack of interest in the work and poor conditions of service.
(iii) 69.5 per ccnt of teachers surveyed never stayed more than one or two years at any
primary school. Village schools suffered most from this rapid turnover.

(c) Other reasons for leaving school. Cost of education; loss of child labour to parents;
lack of incentives to finish education (scarcity of jobs for primary lcavers); children’s
dislike of severe discipline in schools; teachers’ interest in maintaining a high percentage
of passes, resulting in dcliberate discouragement; parental discouragement at children’s
lack of progress; poor health.
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43. Kaypaghian, Fiammetta P. A study of elementary school girl dropouts and non-
dropouts in Addis, Ababa, Ethiopra. Ph.D. dissertation. Harvard University, 1960.

Country. Ethiopia. Date. 1957-58. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Primary (grades 6-8).

Source of datalprocedure. (i) A questionnaire measuring attitudinal and other variables
was administered to a sample of 255 elementary school girls (in grades 6, 7 and 8) from
three randomly selected public schools; (ii) the following autumn, after 208 of the sample
had returned to school and 47 had dropped out, 12 hypotheses regarding differential
characteristics of dropouts and stay-ins were tested against questionnaire results.

Findings

(i) Dropouts were significantly morc likely than non-dropouts to: hold more traditional
family values; have a less modern definition of the female role; have a less modern
attitude toward education; conform to traditional Ethiopian customs; have poor family
adjustment; suffer from poor health; feel some financial need. (ii) On the other hand
there was no significant association between dropping out and: high SES *; child labour
(working for family); absence or presence of clear education objectives; school adjust-
ment (as reflected in positive attitudes and secure, happy relationships); transfers from
one school to another.

Conclusions

Manipulation of school factors such as curriculum content, scholarship aid, etc. is
recommended as a solution to the dropout problem.

44. Kazamias, Andreas M. Education and the quest Sor modernity in Turkey. Chicago,
University of Chicago Press, 1966.

Country. Turkey. Type of study. (i) Primary and secondary analysis of field study
data; (ii) analysis of aggregate data.

Educational level. Primary/secondary.

Source of data. A study of cducational modernization in Turkey, drawing upon earlier
rescarch material and aggregate data as well as a new casc study of secondzry school
students.

Procedure. (i) Examination of various studies (Robinson, Eastmond et al.) and statistics
(principally Ministry of Education) provided insights into patterns of attrition in both
primary and secondary cycles. (ii) A special survey was made in 1962-63 of 5,500
secondary students at 93 lise (general secondary) schools (public, private, foreign-
operated and minonity-operated) chosen from lists made available by the Ministry of
Education. Inorder to create a profile of students at this relatively advanced educational
level, information was collected (by questionnaire) on their social background as reflected
in father’s occupation, education of parents and place of residence.

Findings

(@) Patterns of attribution. (i) In the five primary grades, dropout rates were higher
among girls—of the pupils enrolled in grade 1 in 1953-54, 52 per cent of the boys were
enrolled in grade 5 in 1957-58 against only 34 per cent of girls ?; this situation reversed
itself in middle school (grades 6-8) and /ise (grades 9-11) where girls had greater staying
power. (ii) Wastage was considerably higher in rural areas—in village schools, the
1957-58 enrolments n grade 5 represented only 35 per cent of the original cohort who

I. Hypothesis had been that girls of high social status did not need education for purposcs of advance-
ment or prestige.

2. It would seem that grade retardation as well as drowout is a factor in such statistics.
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had started school five years carlier, while in urban schools, the percentage of the original
grade I students reaching grade 5 was nearly twice as great (69 per cent). It is suggested
that rural childien have little motivation to persist with their schooling, because extensive
education is not highly valuel among villagers who tend to consider it irrelevant. Lack
of middle school and /ises in rural arcas means that for many children the only way to
continuc beyond primary school 15 to go to a town or city. This alternative is often
prohibitively costly in terms of actual expenditures for child’s travel and maintenance
and labour foregone by families who nced child’s help at home.

(b} Lisc case study. Urban, white-collar children, whose parents were also well-educated,
were over-represented in the lises, particularly in the non-public ones. (i) Of the sampled
students 44 per cent had fathers in professional and official (government, administrative
and clerical) jobs, although such occupations engaged only 5.5 per cent of the gencral
male population; farmers, fishermen and hunters comprised 62.3 per cent of the male
population, but less than 10 per cent of /ise students’ fathers were in these occupations.
(i) Although more than half of the students’ fathers had secondary or higher education
(meaning that they were definitely an elite group as compared with the general popula-
tion), a substantial number (20 per cent of entire sample, 32 per cent of public school
civ:ldren) had fathers with only incomplete elementary education or with no formal
schooling at all. (iii) Educational and occupational levels of girls’ parents tended to be
higher than those of boys’ (reflecting the continuing lag in cducational opportunities for
any but the most privileged girls).

Conclusions

Children of urban, white-collar, well-educated parents have the best chances for a /ise
cducation. However, there are significant variations in this clitist selection process,
particularly 1n the public schools.

45. Maleche, A.J. A study of wastage in primary schools in Uganda. Kampala, East
African Institute of Social Research, 1960. [mimeo]

Country. Uganda. Date. 1958-59. Type of study. Analysis of ficld study data.
Educational level. Primary (grades 5 and 6).

Source of datajprocedure. A survey, undertaken by the East African Institute of Social
Research of children leaving school after primary grades S and 6, with special emphasis
on those dropping out of the educational systera completely. The sample comprised a
total of 1,238 students (including 205 dropouts) from randomly selected schools in four
districts of Uganda. Dropping out and continuation in school were analysed in relation
to age, tribe and school performance; with the help of former teachers and classmates in
locating the children in the sample, a brief follow-up study was made of each case through
informal interviews with parents, relatives, etc.

Findings

(i} On the whole, children who dropped out were a year or two older than those who
remained in schocl; (ii) the major tribe of each district was predominant among both
dropouts and stay-ins; (iii) the majority of those who dropped out had failed their examina-
tions; (iv) the follow-up revealed further factors associated with dropping out, i.c.,
shortage of money for fees and school uniforms, parental indifference to education,
especially for girls, shortage of post-primary education facilities, and a desire to carn
* quick moncey *.

46. Maleche, A.J. Sociological and psychological factors favouring or hindering the
cducation of African women in Uganda. Kampala, East African Institute of Social Rescarch,
1961. [mimco)

Country. Uganda. Type of study. (i) Analysis of aggregate data: (i) discussion.
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Findings

Educational wastage among girls is associated with: (i) shortage of trained women
teachers, due mainly to precipitate termination of teaching careers by marriage, which
means that the “special needs ** of girls are not satisfactorily fulfilled, furthermore the
neglect of girls in mixed classcs taught by men leads to discouragement with schoolwork ;
(ii) an educational system which favours boys; (iii) the parental attitude which regards
education for girls as a poor investment, believing that a family will reap better returns
from educating its sons and, furthermore, that ecducation makes girls discontented and
immoral; (iv) disadvantageous home conditions such as the excessive demands made on
child’s time and encrgy by home dutics before and after school, the inadequate facilities
for studying, and the undernourishment and lack of slecp common to children of large
and improverished families; (v) the cultural gap between home and school—the average
home is more likely to neutralize rather than supplement education received in school;
(vi) the limitation of out-of-school associations to mothers and girl friends who provide
no intellectual stimulation; (vii) early conditioning to an inferior status which inhibits
aspirations and achicvement.

Conclusions

The strongest tncentive for change in the educational position of the African girl is the
example being sct by the clite of literate women. By their outlook and achicvements
they arc establishing a model for the future.

47. Angles, Cipriano. La descrcion escolar y sus causas segtn el inventario de la realidad
educativa del Peru (Educational wastage and its causes according to an inventory of the
cducational factors in Peru]. Educacion (Lima), tomo 24, nam 23, 1960; tomo 25, 1961.

Country. Peru. Type of study. Analysis of (i) field study data and (ii) aggregate data.
Educational level. Primary.

Purpose of study. The analysis of social, economic und psychological factors <vhich
generate carly school leaving during the primary cycle.

Source of data. (i) A survey of 11,422 primary schools (in 1,470 districts) having a total
dropout population of 81,641 for 1956—tcachers in cach school were asked to indicate
the causes of dropping out among their pupils. (ii) Correlation of regional dropout
rates with selected demographic variables.

Findings

(i) The single reason for early leaving most commonly given by the tcacher was work;
19.07 per cent of the dropouts left school to enter employment, presumably because the
economic circumstances of their families left them no other choice. (ii) THness accounted
for another 14.70 per cent of school desertion—diseases such as smallpox, scarlet fever,
amoebic dysentery and tuberculosis caused children to leave school for fear of contagion
as well as for actually becoming sick; in jungle arcas, illness was the principal causc of
early leaving. (iii) Change of residence and/or change of school accounted for 16.63 per
cent of the dropouts. This was seen at least in part as a function of a high rate of internal
migration in Peru—from country to city. The transplanted children of migrants werc
often confronted with impossibly overcrowded urban schools plus the necessity of
travelling through dangerous neighbourhoods to reach school—both factors which of
course worked against persistence in school. (iv) 9.90 per cent of the dropouts left because
of absences' in cxcess of the maximum allowed by law (a student who is out of school
more than 30 per cent of the time may not take the final course examinations). (v) Death
was the reason for 1.40 per cent of dropout. (vi) Analysis of dropout Ly regions yielded
some evidence of an association between low population density and high levels of school

1. This 1s, of course, merely an immediate cause.
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desertion. The great distances which children were obliged to travel to classes were a
.najor problem in such sparsely populated arcas. (vii) An examination of the possible
* other causes '’ (38.3 per cent of dropouts) showed both schoo! and non-school factors.
The school-related factors were: static curricula and poor teaching methods—both
il-suited to the interests and abilities of pupils; inadequately trained and poorly motivated
teachers—>50 per cent of primary school teachers in Peru had no professional traming
and 35 per cent had not gone beyond primary school themselves; lack of physical
facilities and overcrowding of existing schools, e.g. in the Sierra region where desertion
rates werc very high, places were uhavailable for 53 per cent of those who enrolled in
primary school; ill-treatment of students by teachers through excessive discipline and
through a tendency to look down on those of lower socio-economic status; failure to
standardize promotion examinations. The home-related factors were: broken homes
and unsatisfactory relationships with parent; illegitimacy—many schools at post-primary
level refused to admit illegitimate children; negative attitude of parents toward education
produced by wretched school conditions; cultural tendency to favour males—the edu-
cation of girls was not considered as important

48 (105). Consejo federal de inversiones. La desercion escolar en la Argentina [School
wastage in Argentina). Buenos Aires, 1964,

Country. Argentina. Date. 1950-60. Type of study. (1) Analysis of aggregate data;
(ii) discussion (cf. Consequences).

Educational level. Primary.

Source of data. A survey of primary school wastage (based on Ministry of Education
statistics) in all Argentine provinces. Although the principal orientation is quantitative,
a tentative analysis of correlation coefficients between levels of wastage and selected
educational and socio-cconomic indices is included.

Findings

{a) Sev. The dropout rate was consistently higher among males in all parts of the country,
irrespective of degree of urbanization and development. The suggested reasons arc:
(i) that boys were more likely to be pulled out of school early because they were necded
in the labour force; (ii) that girls enrolling in first grade were already a more select group
than their male counterparts by virtue of having overcome considerably more obstacles
just to go to school at all—their chances of success, therefore, 're better from the start.

(b) The incidence of school desertion was lowest among private school students, with
89 per cent reaching grade 6 (presumably a reflection of above-average SES of children
in such schools).

(¢) Structure of education system. (i) The level of wastage did not relate significantly to
teacher-pupil ratio or expenditure per student; (ii) a significant association was evident,
however, between lower wastage rates and the greater number of teachers per school and
the greater number of students per school. This relationship was seen as demonstrating
the cffect of urbanization—the superior efficiency of urban schools, however, being not
merely a function of * greater accumulations of persons ” but of the operation of a
complex of factors favouring educational achievement.

(d) Demographic and economic structure. (i) The dropout rate correlated negatively with
gross per capita product livestock, agriculture and industry. This relationship was
strongest in the urban/industrial sector, where the need for educated peoplc is greatest.
Industrialization thus precipitates a reduction in wastage; on the other hand, a high
educational level can function as an antecedent of industrialization. (ii) The dropout
rate increased as infunt mortality rate (considered an indicator of level of social develop-
ment) went up.  Low educational levels and high mortality thus acting as mutually
reinforcing components of the vicious circle of social under-development.
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Canclusions

No simple linear relationship between the volume of educational expenditure and the
cfficiency of education system (i.e., reduction of wastage) can be assumed. Educational
underdevelopment is so intimately related to socio-economic factors that only a broad,
integrated approach to the entire configuration of problems can be useful.

49. Hamuy, Eduardo. El problema educacional del pueblo de Chile [The educational
problem of the people in Chile]. Santiago, Editorial del Pacifico, 1961.

Country. Chile. Date. 1953-61. Type of study. Analysis of (i) aggregate data and
(ii) field study data.

Educational level. Primary (grades 1-6) and middle school (st year).

Source of datafprocedure. A large-scale study of non-enrolment and primary schoo!
wastage in four Chilean provinces. Data were compiled (from cenisus figures, enrolment
lists and school principals) on 52,800 15-year-olds and an analysis was made of the
relationship of several variables (economic level, rural/urban residence, sex, ctc.) to
premature school leaving. The results were adjusted against a more intensive analysis
(using personal interviews) of 683 of the cases.

Findings

(a) Fuctors not assaciated with early leaving. These were: sex; size of school popula-
tion; type of primary school (public/private).

(b) Variables associated with early leaving. (i) Wastage increased as population density
declined. Students in urban schools had a significant and consistent advantage over
those in rural schools with regard to their chances of completing the primary cycle: in
the city of Santiago, 41.1 per cent of students starting school reached the sixth grade
compared with 13.5 per cent of those in the rural areas of Santiago province. (ii) The
chances of dropping out increased in dircct proportion to the age of the student upon
starting school: of those starting at 6 years of age, from 40.4 to 57.8 per cent got as far
as grade 6; of those starting at 9 years of age, from 14.4 to 26.8 per cent reached the same
level; of those starting at 13 years of age or over none. (iii) According to the school
principals, children from low SES familics were more likely to leave school early. In
Santiago province, for example, 79.8 per cent of the entering students from high-level
families recached grade 6 compared with only 27.8 per cent of those from low-level
economic backgrounds.

(c) Further manipnlation of the age, residence and SES factors. This was conducted in
order to investigatc possible interactions. It was found that: (i) a positive correlation
between age on entering and likelihood of leaving carly persisted regardless of variation
in the urban/rural factor; (ii) while the effect of famuily SES was not upset by variation in
age factor, it was significantly altered by manipulation of the residence variable; thus,
it was possible in some cases for retention ra.es to ve higher among low SES urban
students than among middle SES rural ones.

Conclusions

The correlations revealed by the study between school desertion and variables considered
to be functions of social position (economic level and area of residence) are interpreted
as confirming the following broad theory: in any underdeveloped country, poor enrol-
ment and large-scale desertion are the inevitable consequences of an incgalitarian social
structure in which education is of marginal social and economic utility for the great
majority of the population.

50 (106). Kahl, Joseph A. The measurement of modernism: a study of values in Brazil and
Mexico. Austin, Texas, University of Texas Press, 1968.

Description of study. See Consequences entry,
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Findings
(i) The father's SES was the best single predictor of a man’s educational attainment :

Average education

Occupation catesory of father of respondents *

Low manual 1.5

1igh manual 24
Low non-manual 2.8
High non-manual 3.8

(i) The respondents’ perception of educational goals held for them by their fathers
appearcd to be significantly related to their actual educational actievement. The amount
of education received increased with * perceived pressure ”’ from fathers, except among
sons of hugh non-manual fathers. (i) The size of the town in which a man grew up
exerted considerable influence on the amount of schooling he obtained. Those raised in
large citics (100,000 or over) had a distinct educational advantage.

Kimball, Solon T. Primary education in Brazil. Comparative education review (New

York), vol. 4, po. 1, Junc 1960.

Country. Brazil. Type of study. Discussion.

The tremendous wastage in Brazilian primary schools (iess than 20 per cent of children
who cnrolin first grade complete the four-year primary cycle) is attriouted to the following
factors.

(i) Deficiency in number and professional training of teachers: only 55 per cent of primary
school teachers (in the entire country) are normai school graduates; primary teachers
arc often married women whose family obligations take precedence over those of the
school.

(ii) Implicit philosophy that it is desirable to eliminate, as early as possible, students
who show no aptitude for academic achievement; the system favours those who will
make the best candidates for secondary school and university—it is not interested in
making primary cducation effective and meaningful for the others.

(iii) Factor. related to class: lower class children arc markedly deficient in the veibal
skills which have been found to correlate highly with saccess in school—over-academic
orientation of primary schools favours upper class children who generally have greater
verbal facility; critical attitude of muddle class tcachurs toward lower class pupils.
(iv) The system of school organization which permits frequent changes in teachers.

(v) Negative home cnvironment- parental indéfference, fajlure to provide incentives for
school achievements, lack of asssstance with homework.

Lunazzi, Jos¢ M. Deszreidn escolar » anailabetismo [School wastage and illiteracy].
Plata, Universidad Nacionai de La Plata, 1947,

Country. Argentina. Type of study. (i) Analysis of aggregate data; (ii) discussion.
Period covered by statistics. 1923-39,

Educational level. Primary (grades 1-6).

Source of datajprocedure. A survey of wastage in the public primary schools of the
province of Buenos Aires, using provincial statistics as a basis for a profile of attrition
patterns for 1923-39. While the approach is primarily descriptive, considerable attention
is given to a discussion of possible causes “or dropping out.

Findings
(@) Descriptive. (i) Sex was not significantly related to dropping out. (ii) Location of
schools appeared to be directly related to wastage, with rural schools having the highest

1. Educational code: 1 = incomplete primary; 2 = complete primary; 3 = incomplete secondary:
4 = complete secondary; 5 = post-secondary.

z
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losses. For instance, in 1938, 7.74 per cent of students in urban schools reached grade 6
compared with 0.29 per cent in rural schools. (iii) Delayed enrolment and high rate of
repetition resulted in large numbers of over-age children in cach grade. This eatreme
heterogencity with regard to age was inimical to effective schooling and, therefore, an
important cause of wastage.

(b) School-related factors associated with school desertion. (i) The general orientation of
school i.e. the relevance of its curriculum and methods in terms of cultural, societal and
parental ideals and goals, and the cxtent to which it succeeds in making schooling a
positive experience for the student. (ii) The physical condition of the school and the
distance which student must travel to reach it. (iii) The high percentage of schools
comprising less than the full number of primary grades—particularly in rural arcas.
(iv) Scheduling of school which conflicts with other aspects of child's life—home duties,
ctc. (v) Unsatisfactory relationships with fellow students. (vi) Burden of expenditure
for clotling for school, textbooks, etc. (vii) Failure in school. (viii) The frequent cancel-
lation of classes duc to absence of teachers or for insignificant holidays.

(c) Family-related factors associated with school desertion. (i) Chronic migration which
repeatedly interrupts child's schooling. (ii) General depression of homme environment
crecated by harsh struggle for survival—constriction of parental outlouk, bitterness,
hostility. Often included is a negative attitude toward ceducation for their children.
(iii) Lack of parental confidence in the school and its teachers.

(d) Otlier factors. (i) Inability of child to adapt himself to social and academic demands
of school; (ii) illness; (iii) high mortality rate among school-age children in c<ome areas.
Conclusions

Any attempt to reduce wastage must give consideration to all of the above factors.
However, it is particularly important to establish a closer, more positive relationship
between home and school.

53. Puerto Rico. Camara de representantes. Comision de instruccion. Estudio sobre
desercion escolar! [Study on cducational wastage]. In: Estudio del sistema cducativo. Rio
Picdras, Universidad de Puerto Rico, 1960. Vol. I, p. 921.

Country. Pucrto Rico. Date. 1957-58. Type of study. Analysis of tield study data.
Educational level. Primary (grades 1-6), intermediate (grades 7-10).

Purpose of study. To identify factors contributing to carly school leaving during cle-
mentary and intermediate cycles in both urban an¢ rural areas.

Source of data. (i) A * representative ** sample of 634 public school dropouts ? pre-
dominantly from agricultural and blue-collar families, drawn from six school districts
which had the highest wastage rates the previous year and also represented the island
geographically. (i) A control group of 586 in-school students matched with the dropouts
on: age, sex, grade, economic status and residence (urban/rural).

Procedure. Through interviews with children (tive months after leaving school) and parents
(as well as with some tcachers) in both experimental and control groups, data were
obtained on 46 variables which were analysed for possible relationships to school deser~
tion.

Findings

(a) Non-significant factors. There was no relationship whatsoever between dropping out
and the following variables: mother’s age; father's cducation; size of family; source

1. This same study trecated by I. Rodriquez Bar in * Desercion escolar: hallazgos sobresalientes y
algunas interpretaciones **, a report given at a Workshop on Services for Chuldren and Youth in Faerto
Rico in May 1962,

2. Apparently middle-of-the-year dropouts only.
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ofincome; balance between family income and expenditures; number of schools attended :
number of grade failures; interest in specific vocational courses.

(b) Significant factors. (i) Family: both urban and rural dropouts were more likely than
stay-ins to have poorer relationships with their familics (brothers and siswers s well
as parents) and a higher incidence of incapacitating illnesses (tuberculosis, alcoholism,
insanity) among members of family; in urban areas, dropouts sufiered more than stay-ins
from: overcrowding in the home, conditions causing imbalance in the normal rhythm of
family life (e.g. lack of income, unemployment, imprisonment, hospitalization, ecmigra-
tion), and family problems such as parental desertion —twice as many dropouts had been
abandoncd by their fathers; level of father’s education did not prove to be associated
with leaving at ail. However, in rural arcas mothers of dropouts tended to be less
cducated-—42 per cent of them (against 26 per cent of stay-ins’ mothers) had never been
to school. (ii) Delinquency : substantially more dropouts than stay-ins had had problems
with the police—particularly in urban areas. (iii) School experience: dropouts were
generally from 1 to 2 years over age for their grades; they also tended to have poorer
attendance records and lower levels of class participation than stay-ins; and regardiess
of urea or cducational level, dropouts were consistently characterized bv greater dis-
satisfaction with school and lower academic aspirations than students who had continued
in school.!

54. Vasquez, Judith, ct al. Ausentismo y desercion escolares: contribucion docente para la
reforma educativa ecuatoriana [Abscnteeism and school wastage: the teacher's contribu-
tion to the cducational reform in Ecuador]. Cuenca, Editoriai “asa de la Cultura, 1965.

Country. Ecuador. Type of study. Discussion

In this collection of brief papers presenting the opinions of eight primary school teachers,
suggest causes for poor attendance and school desertion include: (i) Negative parental
attitudes toward education, ranging from indifference to hostility and stemming from
the parents’ own lack of schooling (one author asserts that most peasants arc * irres-
ponsible semi-illiterates ™), their concept of education as irrelevant, and resentment at
losing child’s help with agricultural and domestic duties. (ii) Seasonal demands of culti-
vation and livestock-raising in an economy where child labour is taken for granted.
Several teachers mention the difficulties caused by the coincidence of the beginning of
the school ycar with the period of sowing crops. The obligation of many children to
help their families at this time results in their prolonged abscnce during the crucial first
month of the second year. (iii) Deficicncies in teachers, not merely in regard to academic
qualifications, but—much more critically—in regard to less tangible qualities of spirit
and understanding. Mention is also made of the failure of some teachers to adapt
themselves to the rural environment which they may view as alien and/for inferior.
(iv) Failure of local officials to enforce attendance laws—and of parish priests to instil
in their congrega:i.ns a sens+ of their * sacred duty ** to educate their children. (v) Mal-
nutrition and su=.cptibility to disease common among rural children due to low standard
of living. (vi) Bad weather, poor roads and long distances between home and school.
(vii) Influence of older friends who encourage. students to Icave school and seek work.
(viii) Race and sex—desertion was most common among Indians and girls.

55. Williams, T. David. Wastage rates and teacher quality in Guatemalan primary schools.
Comparative education review (New York), vol. 9, no. 1, Fcbruary 1965.

Country. Guatemala. Type of study. Analysis of aggregate data.
Period covered by statistics. 1959-63.

Educational level. Primary.

1. Since the drovouts were interviewed several mont's after leaving school, these aftitudinal differences
could as easily be “ consequences ** as ” causes °°.

-




69

hant et of

Source of dwalprocedure. Primary enrolment figures from the annual reports of the
Oficina de Plancamiento Integral de Educacion (covering 279,134 Guatemalan children
in public primary schools). Wastage rates were computed for both urba: and rural
schools aud corrclated with proportions of * qualified teachers ** (those having 2-6 years
of post-primary training).

Findings

(i) Consistently indicated a strong relationship betw. - retention rates and the relative
qualification of the teaching force; rural areas in which qualified teachers constituted
a third or more of the teaching force had cousiderably better retention rates than rural
areas in which less than a third of the teachers were qualified. (i) Over-all rural wastage
rates were much higher than comparable urban rates (although migration from the rural
arcas to the urban admittedly exaggerated apparent rural wastage to an indeterminate
extent). This difference was related to the significant variation found between rural and
urban areas in respect to teacher quality, the proportion of quaiified teachers being
ncarly three times as great in urban areas.

Conclusions

It is hypothesized that when the proportion of qualified teachers falls below 33 per cent,
the resources devoted to education have been almost completely wasted, i.e. wastage
rates become so high as to represent almost total loss.

56. Alvi, Nasir R.; Khan, Surrya B. Extent and causes of dropouts in girls’ primary in D.G.
Khan District. Punjab Institute of Education and Research, Punjab University, 1965. !

Country. Pakistan. Date. 1959-64. Type of study. Analysis of ficld study data.
Educational level. Primary (grades 1-4).

Source of dataprocedure. (i) The extent of wastage was measured by following a cohort
for four years from primary grade 1 through grade 4. (ii) The causes of dropping out were
identitied on the basis of questionnaires submitted to teachers and further interviews
with parcuts, teachers, district cducation staff and union council chairmen.

Findings

(i) The most frequently mentioned cause of dropyping out was poverty. The bulk of the
population were extremely poor tenants who were obliged to put their children to work
in order to supplement their income. (ii) Other causes were (in order of frequency of
mention): unfavourable attitude toward education for women; lack of religious education
in schools; migration; unsatisfaciory teaching methods; hostility among the landlords;
lack of means of communication; school failure.

57. Bux, Zakia K. Dropout factors in primary school. Bulletin of education and research
(Lahore), vol. 1, no. 3, Spring 1963. (Institute of Education and Research, University of the
Punjab.)

Country. Pakistan. Date. 1959-60. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Lducational leve!. Primary (grades 2 and 5).

Source of datafprocedure. An investigation of factors associated with dropping out in
girls® primary schools in 15 villages in the Lahore area. (i) Sclected possible causes of
dropout were rated on a special scale by all 36 of the headmistresses and teachers at the
sample schools. (ii) Supplementary opinions on causes were elicited through interviews
with 30 of the teachers plus 25 mothers of dropouts.

1. Abstracted from summary in Bulletin of the Unesco Regional Office for Education in Asia (Bangkok),
vol. 1, no. 2, March 1967.
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Findings

(a) Rating scale. There were a number «f different factors causing dropout. Among
these, poverty was given as the principal ciuse by 53 per cent of the teachers. Lack of
interest in education, parental orthodoxy, absenteeism and marriage were considercd
as the principal cause by 25, 11, 8 and 3 per cent, respectively, of the teachers. Continuous
illness, long distance from school, and trausfer were cited only as secondury causcs.

(b) Interviews with teachers and headmistresses. (i) The ranking of causes was similar
to the rating scale results, except that in the interviews, 83 per cent of the teachers
(compared with 53 per cent on the scale} named poverty as the primary reason for leaving
school. (ii) Teachers felt that lack of parental interest in the child’s education was related
to parental illiteracy. (iii) 80 per cent reported that soon after dropping out, many girls
secured menial jobs in order to supplement family income.

(<) Interviews with mothers. (i) 80 per cent of the mothers said that because of extreme
poverty they * could not even think ** of educating their children. (ii) 60 per cent
mentioned other reasons for discontinuation of schooling, including: feeiing that
education was * literary ", irrelevant to the child’s future role in the community, that it
did not train the child to assist in parents’ work; idea that education was particularly
unnecessary for girls.

Conclusions

The study indicated poverty and lack of parcntal interest in education to be the main
causes of early school leaving.

58. Dandckar, V. M. Report of investigation into wastage and stagnation in primary
education in Satara District. In: Primary education in Satara District: report of two investiga-
tions. Poona, Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics, 1955.

Country. India. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Primary.

Source of datafprocedure. An investigation into the extent and causes of wastage and
stagnation in Satara district primary school. ?

(i) A representative sample of district schools was chosen and the staff of each school
was asked to prepare a list of all pupils who had left the school without passing primary
grade 3 between | June 1942 and 31 December 1945. (ii) Questionnaires completed by
the schools elicited information on selected characteristics of dropouts as well as teachers’
opinions rzgarding reasons for leaving. Data was obtained on 1,778 dropouts (all male).
Findings

(a) Stagnation. At every level, boys who dropped out had spent more years in school
than those who successfully completed the same level. Thus, for example, the average
number of ycars spent in school by those leaving in grade 2 is 5.685 compared with only
4.236 ycars by thosc who passed the same grade.

(b) Age. The mean age of dropouts in all grades was well above the average for the grade
as a whole. The average age of all boys in grade | was 9.47 years; thai of grade i dropouts
was 11.17 (over-age reflecting cither late enrolment or inability to maintain normal
rate of progress).

(c) Caste. The distribution of wastage consistently reflected the rigid incquality of the
caste system. Incidence of dropout was much Inwer among children of the literate castes
(Brahmins, ctc.) than among those from cultivating and artisan castes.

(d) Income. Wastage was also more prevalent among lower income groups (although
data did not appear to support any ncat linear relationship).

I. This is the second of two maior studics of education in Satara. For a swinmary of the first, sce the
section Consequences, item no. 110.
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(¢) Occupation of parentsfguardians.

Occupation Toral nastage cases
Agriculturc * . . 4107
Artisans and hereditary village servants 20.50
asual fabour 18.37
usiness, salaricd cmployment 6.85
Other 6.86

(f) Reasons for dropping out as noted by teachers.

Tends family cattlc/sheep/goat

n
Migrated to other place 18.67
Employcd on family tfarm N . 13.44
Employcd in non-agricultural family occupation 1.26
Seching casual employment 1n village 4.67
Truant 1.41
Intcllectually subnormal 1.46
Other causcs 23.34

59. University of Delhi. Agricultural Economics Resecarch Centre. Primary cducation in
rural India: participation and wastage. Delhi, 1968.

Country. India. Type of study. Analysis of (i) aggregate data and (ii) ficld study data.
Educational level, Primary (grades 1-4).

used in the computation of cross-sectional retention ratios, i.c. number of students in
rimary grade 4 in relation to the number of students in grade | at same time. (ii) These

Source of datafprocedure. (i) State level primary enrolment statistics * for all-India were

cspecially for this report from rural schools in 20 villages (in Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh) which were under study by the Agricultural Economics Research Centre:
retention ratios for village schools being unavailable, the = percentage of eligible children
attending school ** was chosen instead as the wastage indicator and was correlated with
the * annual family income ”’ (less than 1,500 rupees compared with 1,500 or more)
and “ caste > (Harijan and non-Karijan); hypothesized link between seasonai agricultural
activity and school absentecism was investigated by asking head teachers to estimate
attendance declines during sowing and harvesting time. (iv) Whenever possible, hypotheses
derived from aggregate data were checked against ficld survey resuits, and vice versa,

Findings

() Factors internal to educational system? (i) Retention ratios failed to show any signi-
ficant statistical association with the following indices of rural educational quality:
educational expenditure per capita; prima-y school expenditure per capita; average
annual cost per pupil in primary school; <:ident-teacher ratio in_primary schools;
number of available schools per lakh of population; proportion of schools (in state)
having playground facilities; percentage of rural population served by primary school;
facilities within a walking distance of one mile. (ii) However, one measure of educational
quality—the proportion of trained teachers in rural schools—did correlate significantly
with retention.

(b) External factors. (i) There was no significant link between retention ratios and:
historically prevailing literacy rates in states; degree of urbanization (ratio of urban

1. Incidence of wastage inversely rclated to sizc of agricultural holding.

2. Data from thc Ministry of Education, the 1961 Census and the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT).

3. Findings in this scction were considered tentative because of * certain inconsistencics in the data
available for analysis *°,
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population to total state population); degree of industrialization (level of ner capita
power consumption and percentage of state income derived from agriculture). (i) Aggre-
gate data for income and cnrolment in relation to retention indicated a strong positive
association between rural per capita income ! and retention ratios; the field survey in
\ 18 of the 20 villages showed that the percentage of children attending school was
R 7 systematically higher among familics in the high income bracket (1,500 rupees or over
per annum). (iii) Membership in non-Harijan (i.c. higher) castes was positively rclated
to higher levels of school attendance among children in 90 per cent of the villages.
However, since the lower castes also tended to be poorer. it seemed very possible that
the apparent cffect of caste wus itctually due to low income level. The influence of caste
did persist within cach income group, but these income categorics were so broadly
detined that it was not feasible to effectively hold constant theincome factor. (iv) Teachers
in the 24 primary schools studied described a sharp drop in attendance {most acute
among low-income, low-caste children) during peak agricultural seasons.

Conclusions

Findings scemed to suggest that cxternal fuctors stemming from * social and economic
backwardness *’ were the principal causes of wastage. Without attention to socio-econo-
mic problems outside the school, cfforts to improsc quality of education—school facilities,
etc.—would bring about only marginal improvements at best. Howcever, an attemptto
synchronize school schedules with agricultu al a:ctivities could be very useful.

60. Hag, M. Scrajul. Dropout in primary schools. Dacca, Institute of Education and
Research, Dacca University, 1961.=

Country. Pakistan. Type of study. Analysis of ficld study data.
Educaticral level. Primary (grades 1-5).

Sonrce of data. Case study of 251 dropouts (200 boys and 51 girls) from [2 rural primary
schools in the Dacca and Noakhali districts.

Findings

(1) Reasons (order of importance not indicated) for abandoning school were identified as:
domestic and other work (usually helping out in parents’ profession); parental neglect;
poverty; school failure; lack of interest in school; the nlea of having grown up (in the
casc of girls); marriage; admission to madrasha; lack of transportation. (i) Of the 251
dropouts, more than half were retarded in school: 89 by 1 year, 31 for 2 years and 19
for 3 or more years.

61. India. Ministry of Education. Report of the Education Commission 1964-66: cducation
and national devclopment. Delhi, Government of India Press, 1966.

Country. India. Type of study. Analysis of (i) aggregate data; (i) field da. .
Educational level. Primary (grades 1-7).

Source of duta. A large-scale government survey and evaluation of all levels of education
throughout India.

Findings

(a) Special consideration was given to be particularly high rate of attrition in primary
grade 1 aitributable to: lack of educational equipment ir schools; over—crowded classes;
unsuitable curricula; poor teaching of beginning rcaasng; examination system (it is
suggested that end-of-grade cxaminations for grade 1 be abolished); inadequately
trained teachers; failure of teachers to make the introduction to school life pleasunt;
irregular attendance; heterogencity of grades with regard to age of pupils (in 1961-62,

1. Gross value of state agricultural output divided by number of rural population.

2. Abstracted from summary in Bulleun of the Unesco Rerional Office for Education in Asia (Banghok).
vol. 1. no. 2. March 1967.
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for instance, only 31.7 per cent of children cnrolled in grade 1 were in the prescribed
6-7 age-group).

(b) Throughout the rest of the primary cycle (2-7) the causes of the wastage which
persisis (though at a lesser rate) were identitied as follows. {i) Economic causes —About
65 per cent of dropout at these levels was due to poverty. After the age of 9 or 10, the child
becomes an cconomic asset to his parents because he can work with them or carn some-
thing outside the home—thus he is withdrawn from school. (i) Educational and social
causes—accounted for another 30 per cent of wastage, and included : incomplete schools
not tcaching the full cycle of courses; luck of ancillary services such as school meals and
health clinics; = dull character ”* of majority of schools: high rate of repetition which
discouraged children from persisting with their education; carly betrothal und marriage;
failure of both parents and children to perceive advantages of staying in school; reluctance
to send older girls to mixed schools or schools without women teachers.

62. India. National Council of Educational Research and Training. Department of

Educational Administration. Wastage arnd staguation in primary and middle schools in India:
)4 P

project report. New Delht, 1966. ¢

Country. India. Dute. 1962-64. Type of study. Analysis of ficld study data.
Educational level. Primary and middle.

Source of datafprocedure. A study of wastage and stagnation in four selected localities.
with emphasis on identification of causes. (i) School factors were correlated with rate of
dropout in each sciicol sampled. (ii) Variables relating to the student and his family
were studied by statistical analysis of differences between stay-ins and dropouts (and
their parents) as revealed on interview schedules. (i) Evaluation of the relativeimportance
of causal factors was based on discriminant function analysis of juantified interview
data and on an opinion poll of tcachers, educationists and parents.

Findings

(a) School-related. (i) Wastage was less in schools which had teachers with higher
qualitications, provided ™ co-curricular activitics *”, and did not have double shifts.
(ii) Dropouts tended to be oldes than stay-ins, to have poor attendance records and
academic achievement inferior to that of stay-ins.

(b) Fumily-related. (i) More dropouts than stay-ins had lost one or both parents. (ii) More
dropouts came from poor and socially handicapped families. Incidence of dropout was
highest among children of familics cngaged in agriculture, labour and handicrafts.
(iii) Amount of parcntal schooling correluted positively with wastage rates.

(c) Relative importance of factors. The first six variables discriminating dropouts from
stay-ins were in order of importance: school attendance; parental views of child’s
cducational performance; motivation from home for learning; pupil's academic per-
formance; social position ; age on entering school.

63. Koizumi, Kihei; Amano, tkno. The process of cradicating wastage in primary education:
Japan’s expericnce.  Rescarch hulletin of the National Institute for Educational Rescarch
(Tokyo), no. 8. April 1967.

Couutry, Japan. Type of study. Analysis of age cgate data.
Educational level. Primary.

Purposc of study. A historical survey of primary school wastage (including dropping out
and retention) which attempts to detine and analyse the chiunging dimensions and causes
of the problem over a serics of Rostovian stages in Jupan‘s educational development
from 1872 to the present.

1. Absiracted from summary i Bidletrn of the Unesco Recional Ofice for Education mr -taa (Banphok).
vol. 1. no. 2, March 1967.
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Sonrce of data. Primary school retention rates from 1877 on, surveys on causes of
dropping out (from 1895), other statistical and analytic materials from the Ministry of
Education. There is no discussion of methodologies anywhere in the paper.

Findings

(a) Period I: 1872-85 (* stage of preparing conditions for takc-off *’). High levels of
wastage in the four primary grades during this period are attributed to : most importantly,
a_promotion system by which pupils were promoted only through achievement tests
given every six months; inappropriate curricula (transplanted upaltered from advanced
countrics) ill-suited in standards and content to the Japanese people, who gencrally
desired a much more practical education: poor physical facilitics in schools; need for
child labour on farms in an cconomy where agriculture was still by far the dominant
sector; resentment incurred by heavy burden people were obliged to bear in financing
cducation; delay in establishing, and enforcing, compulsory primary education.

(b) Period 11: 1886-99 (" take-off **). (i) By this time, some of the above problems had
been mitigated by government counter-measures (zuch as simplification of curricula,
introduction of annual promotions, legal specification of the period of compulsory
cducation, strengthening of attendance enforcement) designed to adapt primary cducation
to prevailing economic, social and cultural conditions—and wastage was diminishing.
(ii) Retention rates by sex for the years 1892-99 showed a much higher attrition rate
among girls—a reflection of the lack of understanding regarding the importance of
cducation for women. (iii) The initial surveys on causes of dropping out madec in 1895-96
concluded that poverty accounted for approximatcly 50 per cent of carly Icaving, illness
for approximately 11 per cent. * other ** reasons for 38 per cent. (iv) Further government
attempts to improve primary education included: abolition of achicvement tests for
grade promotion, establishment of standards for cducational facilities and cquipment
and still siricter enforcement of school attendance.

(c) Period 111: 1900-19 (** the drive to maturity **). (i) Although the extension of com-
pulsory cducation to six ycars in 1908 produced a sharp increase in dropping out, the
over-all reduction of wastage was so substantial® that the Government gradually lost
interest in making surveys on causes of wastage. (it) However, it did continuc its counter-
measures during this period: the Primary School Order of 1900 abolished cxaminations
for graduation and provided for tuition-free compulsory education.

(d) Period IV: 1920-present. (i) Once the cnrolment of schnol-age children had reached
almost 100 per cent, the most important causes of wastage were physical handicaps,
illness, poverty and lack of parental interest in education. (ii) By 1967, -~ almost all **
those who started first grade apparently completed nine years of primary education.
Among out-of-school children (both dropouts and those who had never attended—
totaling only 0.001 per cent of the school age population) 86.7 per cent were physically
handicapped.2  (iii) Current wastage problems in Japan centre around long-term
abscntees (more than 50 days a year) and slow learners.

Conclusions

Elimination of wastage depends primarily upon the cffective manipulation of educational
factors (curricula, promotion systems, allocation of financial burden, ctc.) in association
with the over-all plan for socio-cconomic development of the country.

64 (111). Philippines. Bureau of Public Schools. Survey of dropouts in elementary schools: a
Joint project of the National Economic Comncil and the Buean of Public Schools. Manila, n.d.?

Country. Philippines. Date. 1955-56. Type of study. Analysis of ficld study data.
Educarional Ievel. Primary (grades 1-6).

1. Of those entering scliool in 1919. only 11 per cent left before completing <ix grades.

2. This rather remariable iformation follows fast upon the statement that = it is not possible 1o indicate
precisely... quantiy and causes ™ of current wastage!

3. Abstracted frem summary in Bulletn of the Unesco Regional Office for Education m Asia (Bangkohk),
vol. 1. no. 2, Muarch 1967,
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Source of datafprocedure. National survey on causcs of carly school leaving among
16,183 primary school dropouts sclected at random from 43 school divisions. Data were
obtaincd through questionnaires and through home intervicws with dropouts (1 to 4
years after leaving school) and their parents.

Findings

The survey showed that 39 per cent of early leaving was due to economic factors; 35 per
cent to educational factors; 17 per cent to home and social factors; and 9 per cent to
illness and hcalth disorders.

65. Unesco. The problem of educational wastage. Bulletin of the Unesco Regional Office
Jor Education in Asia (Bangkok), vol. 1, no. 2, March 1967.

Type of study. Secondary analysis of aggregate and field study data.

Purpose of study. To review the Asian situation with regard to cducational wastage
(dropping out and grade repetition) and to summarize results of selected research on
this problem and its causes.

Source of data. Country reports, ficld studies and other materials presented during the
Unesco-sponsored Technical Seminar on Educational Wastage and School Dropouts
held in Bangkok in 1966.!

Findings

(a) Socio-economic factors. These were the most frequently mentioned causes of wastage
and comprised: (i) family poverty necessitating use of child labour, mainly in domestic
work, leaving children little time to study and ultimately resulting in their failure in
school; (ii) malnutrition and poor health conditions associated with poverty; (iii) level
of literacy in family and educational status of parents—Iranian and Indian studies
showed an inverse relationship between the incidence of wastage and both the number
of literate family members and the amount of schooling possessed by parents; (iv) the
traditional attitudes toward education, particularly for girls; (v) hnguistic-cultural
differences affecting minority groups, e.g., research in Thailand and Iran demonstrated
that failure in school, leading to repetition or dropout, was more likely among pupils
whose parental language was different from the medium of instruction in school.

(L} School factors. (i) Dropout rate tended to increasc with: grade repetition (high
incidence due mainly to formal examinations given too carly in child’s cducational
career); irregular attendance; incomplete primary schools (Afghanistan, Cambodia,
Laos, Iran); diversity of age composition (over-age children likelicst to abandon school).
(i) There was little cvidence of an association between dropout/repetition and class
size or the pupil-teacher ratio. (iii) A number of studies identified * lack of interest in
learning ** as a major reason for wastage. It is suggested that, in the majority of cases,
such lack of interest results from inter alia, ill-conceived teaching methods and materials
which minimize the chances of meaningful learning.

(c) Orher. (i) In all countries (except Laos and Thailand) the wastage rate was higher
among girls. Possibly because the social and cultural factors which contribute to low
femalce enrolment also operate to increase wastage among those who do enrol. (ii) Holding
power cf rural schools was markedly inferior to that of urban schools.

Conclusions

Wastage, particularly in the beginning grades, screens out pupils on the basis of factors
more related to their environment than to their abilitics.

1. Participating countrics: Afghanistan. Burma, Cambodia. Ceylon, Republic of Chena, India. Indonesia.
Iran. Republic of Korca, Laos, Malaysia. Mongolia. Nepal. Pakistan, Philippines. Singapore. Thatland,
Republic of Viet Nam,
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B CONSEQUENCES OF EARLY SCHOOL LEAVING

66 (3). Bicnstock, Herbert. Realities of the job market for the high school diopout. In:
Schreiber, D., ed. Profile of the school dropoit. New York, Vintage Books, 1968.

See Antecedents entry for description of study.
Findings

(i) A 1ajor change n job patterns is causing a rapid decline in the occupations (bluc-
collar and farm) which traditionally have absorbed dropouts. The expanding category
of white-collar jobs requiring an ever-higher level of education and skills is the very one
least accessible to the growing number of dropouts. For example, less than 7 out of 100
of thosc whe leave before graduation find work in clerical and related occupations (in
which education completed averaged 12.5 years in March 1962). (ii) Unemployment
rates for high school dropouts are more than 50 per cent higher than for graduates.
(it} The student who drops out after one to thre years of high school can expect to
carn $31,000 less during his lifetime than his classmate who stays on to graduate.

67 (4). Bowman, Paul H.; Matthews, Charles V. Moti-ations of youth for leaving school.
Quincy (I11.), University of Chicago, Youth Decvelopment Project, 1960.

See Antecedents entry for description of study.

Findings

(a) Dependency. Even though the dropouts had been out of school for six months, 77 per
cent continucd to live at home and 27 per cent of them (compared with 18 per cent of
control stay-ins) were still dependent on their parents. Only 55 per cent (compared with
70 per cent of controls) were self-supporting.

(b) Employment. Six months after leaving, almost half the dropouts were holding jobs
of a temporary nature with no opportunity for advancement—this included work as
dishwashers, service station attendants, deiivery boys, odd manual labour, etc. Most
of the controls, on the other hand, had minaged to find work which offercd them a
chance to get somewhere. Over-all the dropouts made poorer work records, held their
jobs a briefer time and reccived fewer advancements than the controls. The follow-up
a year later showed a substantial improvement in the job status and performance of
both groups. For :xample, only 25 per cent of the dropouts remained in the bottom
category with regard to type of work. However, the gap between the two groups persisted;
the stay-ins were still at an advantage.

(c) Anzitnde towards school. The dropouts’ attitude was preponderantly negative. Only
29 per cent recalled liking school, while 67 per cent had disliked it. Among the controls, ?
72 per cent liked school and only 12 per cent did not. Nonctheless, half the dropouts
said that if they had it to do over, they would stay it: school.

(d) Plaus for the futnre.

Dropocts Conrols

% %
Marriage 31 14
Scrvice 19 19
Finish high school 19 —
Post-high school ¢ducation —_ 37
Employment 5 28
None I5 5

I. Who. it must be reterated, were still in school when interviewed.
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(c) Marriages. (1) In June 1959 (1.e. one year after graduation for stay-in members of
cohort) 40 per cent of the dropout boys and 80 per cent of the girls were married (against
29 per cent control boys and 41 per cent control girls). (ii) Half the dropout marnages
(compared with only 1 in 6 of control marriages) were rated ! as * distinctly below
average >’. While 70 per cent of control marriages were considered above average, only
25 per cent of dropouts were in this category. Early dropout marriages (very often
forced by pregnancy) were not as successful as those made by dropouts after the age
of 18.

(f) Personality adjustment. Re-administration of the California Psychological Inventory
to 20 dropouts a year after leaving school showed that those who had jobs or had married
scored more favourably on this test than they had in school; those who had not found
work or who drifted from job to job scored even lower than previously.

68. Cantoni, Louis J. Stay-ins get better jobs. Personnel and gnidance journal (Washington),
vol. 33, May 1955.

Conntry. US.A. Date. 1954, Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Secondary.

Purpose of study. To test the hypothesis that amount of education correlates positively
with level of job attained.

Sow ce of data. Follow-up of 468 working-class students attending high school between
1939 and 1943; 269 of them (55 per cent) had dropped out of school before graduaticn.

Findings

(i) Graduates had 14.0 mcan years of schooling compared with only 10.8 years for
dropouts. Only rarely did the latter undertake further course work after abandoning school.
(i) There was no unemployment in either group. (iii) On a 5-point scale (I = unskilled,
2 = semi-skilled, 3 = skilled, 4 = business/managerial, 5 = professional and high
exccutive) mean job level for dropouts was 2.6 against 3.2 for graduates.

Conclusions

Declining number of unskilled and semi-skilled jobs increases pressure on dropouts and
makes it even more important for them to stay in school.

69 (8). Dillon, Harold J. Early school leavers: a major educational problem. New York,
National Child Labor Committee, 1949.

Sce Autecedents entry for description of study.
Findings

(2} Manner of obtaining jobs. Approximately 85 per cent of the early leavers had entered
work directly from school, but on'v 13 per cent had sought school guidance in making
occupational plans and still fewer (5 per cent) took :.dvantage of the school placement
facilities; the rest had found work cither through a friend or by * shopping around *’.

(b) Occupational instability. One-third of the dropouts had held three or more jobs during
their first ycar out of school and more than half of them had left their initial type of
employment for other arcas of work.

(¢) Relevance of schoolmg, Neaily 40 per cent of the sample indicated that none of the
subjects taken in school were helpful to them in their work.

1. Low ratmgs were given when there was evidenee of quarreliing, threats or plans for separation or

divoree, desertion, husband 10 jul, sexuai promiscuty.  Marnages preeipitated entircly by pregnancy

were alvo rated low. Subjective imipressions (on suceess of marriage) of marriage partners, and of their
relatives were also tahen into account.
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(d) Job satisfaction und occupational preference. (i) When asked what kind of work they
would like, * if they had their choice *’, the majority of the dropouts expressed a desire
to leave the arca of employment in which they were working. Less than one-third wished
to remain within their present arca of work, and of these only half were satisfied with
the jobs they actually had—the rest wanted higher level positions. (i1) 172 of the dropouts
expressed an interest in various professional and technical occupations, all requiring at
the very leas* a high school education (and some requiring college and graduate work).
However, only a small proportion of those mentioning such choices had the ability
{r.e. 1Q scores) to undertake the necessary specialized training. This gap between aspira-
tions and qualifications appeared to indicate the extent to which school leavers’ ideas
about occupations and job requirements were “ picked up in a haphazard manner without
the aid of a counsellor or teacher ™.

(€) Further educanon. Only 20 per cent of the dropouts had taken any additional training '
(such as short-term training courses or on-the-job training) since leaving school.

70. Greene, Bert . A study of sclected dropouts—a decade or more after leaving school.
Ph.D. dissertation. University of Michigan, 1961.

Country. US.A. Date. 1960. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.

Educational level. Primary and secondary (high school graduates vs. dropouts ? from
grades 2-12).

Purpose of study. To determine what had happened to selected dropouts since leaving
school with regard to employment experience., further education obtained, leisure
activities and attitudes about education.

Source of data/procedure. (1) From the records of all grade 6 children in the public
clementary schools in Ypsilanti, Michigan, data was obtained on their fathers’ level of
cducation. ~ (ii) This provided a sampling frame of 172 dropout fathers and 193 graduate
fathers, from which 50 dropouts and 25 graduates were randomly selected for comparison.
(iii) Personal interviews provided information on 44 of the dropouts and 23 graduates. *

Findings

() Employment. (1) Graduates tended to be in higher status occupations—352 per cent
of them held white-collar jobs compared with only 6 per cent of the dropouts, 84 per cent
of whom were semi-skilled or unskilled workers. (1) Both dropouts and graduates
reported that family influence was an important factor in their choice of career. Howeve r,
while 27 per cent of the graduates credited their school experiences with helping them
choose, not a single dropout mentioned his school, in fact 44 per cent of dropouts said
they took what they could get. (i) When asked what they hiked about their jobs, the
reasons given most often by dropouts related to economic satisfactions (adequacy of
wages, job security, retirement benefits, etc.), while sraduates tended to stress “achicve-
ment-related ego satisfactions ™ relating to responsibility, opportunities for decision
making, complexity of work, use of skills and talents, reward and recognition from
others; both groups gave considerable importance to “ curiosity-related ego satisfactions *’
(defined as chance to learn new things, interesting and varied work); the primary source
of dissatisfaction among both groups was extrinsic, non-monetary factors (unpleasant
place to werk, too much pressure, place of employment or hours inconvenient, dirty or
hazardous work). (iv) Assuming present qualifications only, 68 per cent of the graduates

I. Whether there happened to be any overlap between the high-asprration dropouts and those who
undertooh some sort o1 further schooling 1s not indicated

. Only 10 per cent nad completed less than 7 gradzs.

3. Only fathers of sixth graas children were used on the assumption that a parent with a child in sixth
grade would be Iikclv to have aeen out of school himself for at feast 11 years.

4. Four of the gracuates were jormer dropouts who had eventually obtained therr high school diplomas-
these were classified 4s dropouts within this study.

5. The categories of ** uchievenient-related cgo satisfactions ** and * cuniosity-related cgo satisfactions **
seem somewhat arbitrary ard often overlap.
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said they wanted to continue just what they were doing, while only 25 per cent of the
dropouts were satisfied with their current work, i.e., 75 per cent would have preferred
to enter another occupation; this willingness to change jobs was reflected in the fact that
the mean number of jobs held by dropouts was 5.1 against 3.6 for graduates.

(b) Attitudes regarding education. (i) Both groups thought it was important for their
children to receive an education. Most of the dropouts (75 per cent) stressed the cffect
it would have on employment while graduates tended to relate 1t to social adjustment.
(i) Dropouts seemed to be less sure than graduates that they could keep their children
in school until graduation. (iii) Of the dropouts, 14 per cent had one or more children
who had already dropped out while none of the graduates’ children had left school early.
(iv) When asked how much they were bothered by not having completed high school,
the dropouts responded as follows: bothered a great deal, 33 per cent; sometimes
bothered, no use thinking about it. 27 per cent; a little at first, not now, 14 per cent;
not at all, 10 per cent. 81 per cent said they would stay in school long enough to graduate
if they had it to do over again. However when asked if they would actually like to return
to school now, only 35 per cent said yes. Of the 65 per cent responding negatively,
three-quarters felt they were too old.

(c) Continuing educatior. (i) The graduates were generally more aware than dropouts
of opportunities for further education and training—all the graduates in the sample,
compared with only 66 per cent of the dropouts, knew of the enistence of an adult
education programme in the community. (i) All of the graduates had taken part in at
least one type of continuing education programme ! and 54 per cent had participated
1n more than one type of programme. Among the dropouts, on the other hand, 64 per
cent had not taken advantage of any form of continuing education.

Type of continuing Dropouts Graduates
education participating participaling
"% %%
Trade school 10 26
Apprenticeshinp 10 21
Correspondence courses 17 32
Adult education courses 8 37

(iij) More graduates than dropouts had obtained additional traning and education
during their military service. (iv) The pattern of early leaving scemed to carry over to
the dropouts’ performance in trade school and correspondence courses, where they were
less likely than graduates to have completed the courses they started. However, in
apprenticeship programmes, the dropouts’ persistence was equal to the graduates’—the
rate of completion in both groups was 100 per cent.

(d) Leisure-time activities. (i) Dropouts and graduates gave approximately the same
percentage of their leisure time to the following kinds of activities. Solitary activity:
active (gardening, home workshops, reading, creative arts, collecting things, fishing.
hunting) 38-42 per cent; passive (watching television or sports events, listening to records,
going to movies) 26-29 per cent. Social activity: with family, 5-6 per cent; community
interest, 4-5 per cent. However, while graduates spent 26 per cent of their time on social
activity with friends, dropouts spent only 17 per cent in this manner. (i1) Type of mate-
rials read: both groups read paperbacks almost exclusively, but ncither dropouts nor
graduates had used a public library in previous month; a higher percentage of graduates
favoured news magazines, professional journals and picture magazines.

Having read
at least 1 book

Reading Reading at least in month prior
newspapers I magazine to inlerview
% % ‘e
Dropouts 80 50 21
Graduates 100 84 37

1. Continuing edication was understood to include. correspondence courses. trade schools. aduli

education programmes. apprenticeships. college courses.
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(iii) Membership in organizations: 73 per cent of the dropouts (against only 26 per cent
of the graduates) did not belong to any organization; the two groups also differed
markedly on type of organizational affiliation, the overwhelming majority (85 per cent)
of dropouts who joined anything chose social organizations, whereas among the gra-
duates, 43 per cent were involved in youth work or community organizations, 29 per

) cent belonged to professional socicues and only 14 per cent to social organizations.
Post-high school organizational afliliation did not appear to be related to participation

in high school activities; however, there did seem to be some correlation between orga-
nizational affiliation and participation in some form of continuing education.

(e) Special case studies of the four dropouts who later completed their high school training.
Several factors were identified common to their respective experiences: (i) in all cases, the
decision to complete their education was made after a change of reference groups;
(ii) none of these former dropouts returned to the public schools but instcad completed
their training cither during their military service or through correspondence courses;
(iii) three out of four were seniors when they left school. These findings suggested the
following hypotheses: the more grades a dropout completes before leaving school, the
morc likely he is to complete his education later; the more the structure of continuing
education programmes differs from the typical school situation which alienated him
earlier, the morc likely a dropout is to take advantage of such opportunities.

71. Lipset, S.M.; Bendix, R. Social mobility in industrial society. Berkeley, University of

California Press, 1959. Chapters V-VII.

Country. US.A. Date. 1949-50. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.

Educational level. Primary, secondary and university.
Source of datajprocedure. A survey of labour mobility among wage earners in Oakland,

California, carricd out by the Insutute of Industrial Relations of the University of

California. Questionnaires were administered to 935 principal wage earners (ranging
from unskilled to high level white-collar) in families residing in clusters selected at
random within 55 of the 72 census tracts in the ity of Oakland (17 tracts considered
to represent extremes of poverty and wealth were eliminated). Complete job histories
as well as information on cducational and family background were obtained from all

respondents.
Findings

(a) Education and first job. (i) Among respondents who had completed 0 to 8 years of

school, only 20 per cent started their careers in white-collar jobs compared with 35 per
cent of these with 9-12 years of education and 67 per cent of those with 13 or more years.
(11) However, family background (as reflected in father’s occupation) tended to qualify
the influence of educational attainment on first job; thus, of men with 9-12 years of
education whose fathers held manual jobs, 70 per cent started their own careers in
manual occupations against only 50 per cent of those at the same educational level but

with non-manual fathers.

(b) Education and career. The table suggests that, while access to at least one non-manual
job was open to the majority of men at every educational level, the chances of spending
amajority of one’s carcer in non-manual work were more rigidly determined by schooling:

Percenmage
ever having held

Lducation attamed nansmannal jolr

8 yrs or less 67
(N 228)

Some high school 68
(N -147)

High school graduate 77
(N

Some college 8y
(N 73

College graduate 98
(N - 45)
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Percentuge of
rotal career spent
m non-manual jobs
32
35
51
63

86

Percentuge of
total carecr
w manual jobs
60
57
44
31
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(c) Vocational guidance. Men who left school carly cut themselves off from a source of
much-nceded vocational advice (not usually available until high school); 87 per cent
of those who did not go beyond clementary school received no vocational guidance from
teachers.

72 (18). Lovett, Stephen K. The post-secondary school adjustment of matchied groups of
graduates and dropouts with special reference to underlying familial ditferences. Ed.D.
dissertation. Harvard University, 1955.

Country. US.A. Date. 1954. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.

Educational level. Secondary (high school graduates against dropouts from grades 10
and 11).

Purpose of study. To investigate the effect of high school graduation on pupils who might
normally be expected to leave school before graduation.

Source of data. A follow-up study of the occupational and social/civic adjustments—
3 to 8 ycars after leaving school—of 124 male graduates and dropouts in an industrial
community of 50,000 persons.

Procedure. (i) Using data on 1,316 graduates and 521 dropouts from four classes,
62 pairs of dropouts and graduates were matched on known characteristics of dropouts
as establishcd by previous studies: average in grade; sex (male); low intelligence ratings;
sub-standard school achievement; low SES and limited education of family; and broken
homes where possible. (ii) A questionnaire was admimstered to the sample through a
series of interviews, generally in their homes. (iii) The research design provided for a
preliminary investigation of possible differences between dropouts who left in grade 10
and those who left in grade 11. (iv) The dropouts were subsequently combined into a
single group and contrasted with the matched group of graduates on 78 variables related
to: earning a living, social and civic participation, leisure time activities, conserving and
preparing for the future, and personal feelings with regard to education.

Findings

Although the two dropout groups did not differ significantly, the grade 11 dropouts did
compare favourably with grade 10 dropouts on 52 of the 78 variables considered.

(@) Earning a living. Graduates and dropouts did not differ significantly with regard to
occupational adjustment as meast.red by: weekly pay, number of jobs held, number of
advancements, job satisfaction and attitude toward chances for advancement. However,
graduates tended to score somewhat more favourably on these indices.

(b) Conserving and preparing for the future. (i) The following significant differences
emerged: a greater number of graduates held health, accident and medical insurance;
far more graduates than dropouts had obtained additional education after terminating
high school. (ii) Graduates and dropouts did not differ on the remaining indices, i.e.
accumulation of savings, home and automobile ownership, amount of life insurance
and occupational aspirations (what job individual would like to have when he reached
age 40).

(c) Leisure time activities. (i) Graduates and dropouts did not differ significantly in their
reading habits (number and type of books, magazines and newspapers read). Both
groups generally confined themselves to pocket book westerns and mysteries, picture
magazines and local newspapers. However, more dropouts than graduates read foreign
news. (ii) Patterns of radio listening and television viewing (number and kind of pro-
grammes) were similar among dropouts and graduates—except that more dropouts
reported watching particular TV shows regularly. (iii) The two groups did not differ
importantly with regard to participation in sports and hobbies.
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(d} Social and civic participation. (i) No significant contrasts ecmerged between dropouts
and graduates regarding the following: extent of participation in social and civic orga-
nizations (membership, financial contributions, office-holding, ctc.); voting (number of
registered voters, percentage voting in last election and percentage planning to vote in
next election); traflic violations and arrests for other offences. (ii) An awareness of local
issues and stands taken on them did not vary significantly between dropouts and gra-
duates; on national issues the graduates tended to be more knowleigeable (3 out of 5
cases), but in regard to positions on issucs, the iwo groups differed only once—more
graduates opposcd the McCarthy committee; graduates and dropouts did not differ
significantly on 8 of 10 items concerned with knowledge of and positions on international
issucs, though, more graduates had knowledge of NATO and more graduates favoured
resumption of Korean peace talks. (iii) Church attendancs was higher among graduates
than dropouts--there was no important difference with respect to amounts of money
given to church.

(e) Personal feelings about education. Regard for school and educational aspirations for
own children were both significantly higher among graduates. The investigator also
reports his subjective impression that many dropouts felt handicapped—socially and
occupationally—by not having a complete high school education.

(f) Home life. Repeated visits to homes of graduates and dropouts produced a strong
impression of a basic difference in living patterns. Among the graduates, family life
appeared 1o be ordered and social customs and courtesies were obscrved; the dropouts,
on the other hand, were indifferent to these niceties and seemed haphazard and careless
in their family life.

Conclusions

Although the graduates scored more favourably than the dropouts on 54 of 78 variables
relating to post-school adjustment, few of the Jitrerences between the two groups reached
a significant level. Of those that did, only th~ somewhat greater knowledge of the gra-
duates regarding current affairs was considered to be a conscquence of schooling. The
other significant differences, e.g., in church attendance, amount of additional education
obtained, insurance held, etc., were seen as more likely to stem from family background !
than from high school training. It was conciuded that prolongation of the educational
expericnce through completion of the last years of high school did not significantly
affect the post-schoo! adjustment of graduates who might ordinarily have dropped out.

73 (20). Miller, S.M ; Comings, Carolyn; Saleem, Betty. The school dropout problem.
Syracuse, State of New York, Division for Youth, 1963. Part 1.

See Antecedents entry for complete description of study.
Findings

(a) Work experience. (i) Examination of work permits revealed heavy concentrations of
dropouts within a f2w employment categories: 86 per cent of girls were in wholesale or
retail trade, professional or manufacturing categories and 68 per cent of boys in wholesale
or retail trade, entertainment or manufacturing. (ii) Occupational classifications assigned
to the 199 dropouts (35 per cent of cntire sample) who applied to the New York State
Employment Service indicated that: only 35 per cent of them were classified as white-
collar workers—more than twice as many girls as boys were in this category, boys were
classified for a wider range of jobs than girls; the largest catcgory for girls was clerical
and sales; for boys, it was semi-skilled manual Jabour.

(b) Armed services. Of the boys in the sample 11 per cent entered the service in most
cases after spending some time on the labour market.

1. As investigated clsewhere in the same study—see Antecedents.
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() Police arrests after age 16. (1) Of the 1959-60 dropouts 12 per cent had been arrested
onc or more times by March 1962. Senous crimes constituted 35 per cent of the offences.
with property offences remaining most common among boys (sec Antecedents entry).
Five times as many boys as girls were arrested and boys were more likely (just as among
juvenile offenders) to have been arrested more than once. (ii) Cross-tabulation of Juven-
ile Offcnders Registry and police records showed a remarkably small overlap—only
5 per cent of all dropouts had both a juvenile and a police record. This seemed to
indicate that delinquency once started is not a continuous pattern.

74. Muecller, Richard J. A follow-up comparison of post high school success of matched
high school dropouts and graduates. Ph.D. dissertation. State University of Towa, 1963.

Country. US.A. Date. 1962-63. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Secondary (high school graduates against dropouts from grades 9-11).

Purpose of study. To explore the consequences of not compicting high school through
a comparison of attitudes and post-school expericnces of dropouts with those of gra-
duates of comparable ability and socio-economic background.

Source of data/procedure. (i) Population sampled: school rosters were used to identify
all scudents entering grade 9 in 18 eastern Iowa high schools in September of 1955 or
1956—14 of the schools were located in communities of 200-8,000, 1 school ina community
of 16,000, and 3 in communities of over 30,000; the dropout group was non-restricted,
i.e. it compnised all those from the two grade 9 classes under consideration who had not
entered grade 12 but were known not to have transferred to another school; matching
was used in order to obtain a group of graduates of approximately the same sex, ability
(dichotomized as high or low according to composite scores on Iowa Test of Educational
Development) and socio-economic status (high vs. low according to Warner Scale
rating of father’s occupational status). (ii) Instrument and response: a questionnaire
(designed to elicit facts, attitudes and unstructured gencral comments) was mailed to
all subjects and those not responding within a few weeks received a second copy.

Respondmng N-responding Years out of school
o/
Dropouts 50.1 173 5-7
Graduates 62.0 253 24

In a special follow-up, 26 non-respondents (13 graduates and 13 dropouts), representing
8.2 per cent of the total non-respondent group, were contacted personally and filled out
the questionnaire. (iii) Analysis: Comparisons (both over-all and according to stratifi-
cation by sex, ability and SES) were made between graduates and dropouts by analysis
of variance of 20 variables relating to vocational experience, community participation,
recreation, further schooling, attitudes toward education, etc.; further comparisons were
made by percentage tabulation of responses to a series of items dealing with marital
status, voting record, etc.; almost all comparisons in both groups differentiated between
initial respondents and non-respondents interviewed in the special follow-up.

Findings

(a) The 255 separate analyses of variance resulted in 45 statistically significant (at the
.05 level) differences, nearly half of which clustered around four variables.! The
resulting trends indicated that graduates: had achieved higher occupational status than
dropouts; attended church more frequently; visited the public ibrary more often; were
less likely than dropouts to express dissatisfaction regarding the exclusivity of the extra-
curricular programme in their schools.

1. Breakuowns by sex, ability and SES meant that a total of 15 comparisons was made on each variable.
The maximum number of significant differences obtained on any one variable was 9.
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{b) Analysis of the rernamung variables failed to reveal any consistent pattern of differences
between dropouts and graduates. The variables and the numb.r of comparisans which
were significant (out of a possible 15) for each were as foll¢ws: opinion of United
Nations, 3 (graduates more critical); number of sports equipment items owned, 3: level
of satisfaction with programmes and educational services provided by school, 2 (dropouts
) more dissatisfied); mean number of books read, 2; amount of further schooling, 2; civic -
participation (level of membership and activity in community groups), 1; amount of
wages currently earned, 1; job satisfaction, 1; wage satisfaction, |: amounts and kinds
of reading, 1; mobility (intention of leaving community), 0.

(c) Neither non-respondent dropouts nor non-respondent graduates differed from their
respondent counterparts on the variables discussed in paragraphs (a) and (b), except as

’ follows: dissatisfaction with programmes and educational services provided by their
schools was greater among non-respondent dropouts than among respondent dropouts;
graduate non-respondents showed a higher level of reading interest than graduate
respondents. (For further variation among non-respondents on other variables, see
below.) .

(d) Supplemertary results from tabulations. (i) Voting record: among respondents,
22 per cent of graduates had voted in a local clection compared with 17 per cent of
dropouts; however, among non-respondents 15 per cent of the dropouts and nonec of
the graduates had voted. (ii) Kinds of further schooling:

Respondents Non-respondents
dropouts graduates dropouts graduates

% % % ’%

Business school 1 5 0 7
Correspondence school 12 2 7 7
Trade school 5 10 7 0
Collese or junior college ] 21 0 15
Military training 5 5 0 0

(i11) Allocation of surplus tax funds: among respondents, 43 per cent of dropouts and
37 per cent of graduates advocated spending such funds on improvement of schools:
among non-respondents, the two groups differed much more, with twice as many
dropouts (62 per cent) as graduates (31 per cent) supporting spending on schools.
(iv) Marital status: differences emerged along two dumensions—first the percentage of
group marricd and the incidence of martal instalility (divorce, separation, etc.) were
higher among dropouts than among graduates, regardless of respondent of non-respon-
dent status; secondly, at the same time, non-respondent. as a group had a higher incidence
of marriage, separation and divorce than respondents. (It is pointed ot that the usc-
fulness of these findings is limited because length of time of marriage is not controlled.)

Conclusions®

With regard to the majority of variables explored, dropouts did not appear to differ
substantially from graduates—at least during these early years after lzaving high school.

75. Sorensen, Mourits A. Low ability dropouts versus low ability graduates. Personnel
and guidance journal (Washington), vol. 39, October 1960.

Country. U.S.A. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Secondary.

Source of dataprocedure. (i) Former students from a sinall Minnesota high school were
chosen according to the following criteria: born between 1930 and 1934, out of school
at least 5 years; having below-average measured intelligence (IQ of 95 or less or ACE
score below the tenth percentile). (i) Data was collected on a total of 15 graduates and
9 dropouts through: questionnaires mailed to traceable respondents and reliable members
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of the community who knew the current status of the subjects. (iii) The post-school
success of graduates and dropouts was rated on a 3-point scale as follows:

Rating Rating
hcome Purticipation in church
SO - $3.000 1 Inactive i
$3.001 - $5.000 2 Attends regularly 2
$5.001 and up 3 Attends regularly and 1s a
leader in church affairs 3
Cnvie participation Occupational level

Known arrests other than Unskilled 1

traffic violations i Shilled 2
Votes but is inactive 2 Professional 3
Votes and 1s a community

leader or local government

othicial 3

Findings
Average scores
dropouts graduates

Income 1.8 2.2
Church 1.7 2.1
Cuvie participation 1.6 2.0
Occupation 1.7 2.3
Over-all 1.7 2.15

76. Swanstrom, Thomas E. Gut-of-school youth, February 1963. In: Schreiber D., ed.
Profile of the school dropout. New York, Vintage Books, 1968.

Country. US.A. Date. 1963. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Lducational level. Secondary.

Purpose of study. To ascertain the respective positions of dropouts and graduates in the
labour force.

Source of data. Monthly survey (February 1963) of the labour force, conducted for the
Bureau of Labor Statistics by the Census Burcau through its current population survey.

Findings

(i) Further training: high school graduates were 3 times as Jikely as dropouts to have
cntered some sort of training programme (accounting, secretarial, electrician, etc.) (i) Un-
employment : dropouts were twice as likely as graduates to be looking for work. Year-
round employment was much more common among graduates. (iii) Job aspirations:
uncmployed dropouts sceking work were more willing than graduates to accept salaries
of less than $40 a weck for full-time work. Clerical work was sought much less frequently
by both male and female dropouts than by their graduate counterparts.

77. U.S. Department of Labor. Manpower report of the President: report on manpower
requirements, resources, utilization and training. Washington, U.S. Government Printing
Office, 1963.

Country. U.S.A. Type of study. Analysis of aggregate data.
Educational level. Sccondary.

Source of dara. Special Labor Force Reports Nos. 21 and 22 and other Labor Department
statistics on employment of graduates and dropouts.
Findings

(i) 350,000 students over age 16 dropped out of school between January-October, 1961;
of these, 27 per cent were unemployed in October 1961 compared with only 18 per cent
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of 1961 high school graduates; the dropouts’ special difficulty in findings jobs was attri-
buted not only to their limited education but to their relative youth (most were between
16 and 18). (i) While unemployment declinea among both groups as they grew older,
drepouts continued to find themselves at a disadvantage in the work world; for cxample,
those who had dropped out in 1959 had a rate of unemployment twice as high as that
for 1959 graduates. (iii) Even when they did find work, dropouts obtained much less
desirable jobs than high school graduates.

78 (24). U.S. Department of Labor. Bureau of Labor Statistics. School and early employment
experience of youth: a report on 7 communities 1952-57. Washington, U.S. Government
Printing Office, 1960. (U.S. Dept. of Labor Bulletin No. 1277)

Sece Antecedents entry for description of study. See also entry S0 (Wolfbein, Secymour L.)
which is based on this survey (this abstract will deal principally with those survey findings
not discussed by Wolfbein).

Findings
(a) Marital and parental status at time of interview (1 plus to 4%; vears after leaving
school).

Ma.r’ried With g/luldren

7o .

raduates 40 51
malcs 24 50
females 51 52
Dropouts 41 68
males 21 56
females 66 73

About 30 per cent of the married girl dropouts had two or more children compared with
only 12 per ceat of married girl graduates.

(b) Owutmigration. Dropouts and graduates did not differ significantly with regard to
this variable, e.g., 48 per cent of both male dropouts and graduates had left their home
communities by the time of interview, frequently in order to enter military service.

(<) Entry in labour market—first jobs. See Wolfbein.

(d) Job a* time of interview. (i) Among the 40 per cent of the school leavers who had
changed jobs since entering the labour market some upgrading in occupation was evident
for both graduates and dropouts; however, progress was greatest among graduates.
(it) It is suggested that the exposure of this sample to the labour market was too short
for the gap in occupational status between dropouts and graduates to reach its fullest
extent.,

QOccupation Male Female
dropouts graduates dropouts graduates
pA % pA pA
Sales 8 13 15 7
Service 6 2 16 4
Officc work 2 7 16 72
Skilled and semi-skilled 36 49 9 6
Unshilled 35 18 37 3

(e) Wages. Graduation from high schoo) made a substantial difference in ecarning power
among both boys and girls (see also Wolfbein).

(f) Unemployment. See Wolfbein.

(g) Parr time work. More common among dropouts than graduates, regardless of sex;
more dropouts also worked longer hours.

(h) Post high schee! training and job aspirations. (i) Only half as many dropouts as
graduates (10 against 20 per cent) had taken additional training after leaving school.
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(i) However, an equal proportion (12 per cent) had definite plans for future training.
Of these, 40 per cent of the boys against 33 per cent of the girls planned courses Ieading
to a high school diploma. (iii) The great majority of both dropouts and graduates
appeared to regard their exit from high school as the end of their education. The job
aspirations of both groups tended toward positions that were already within their reach.

' (i) Unaccounted-for time. Time spent in unspecified kinds of activities outside of work, 7
home responsibilities, military service, etc. since leavin g school was twice as great among
dropouts as graduates.

79. Wilson, Alan. Residential segregation of social classes and aspirations of high school
boys. American sociological review (Washington), vol. 24, 1959.
Country. US.A. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. See below.
Purpose of study. To investigate the effect upon educational aspirations of high school
students of the tendency of school districting to segregate youths of different social strata.
Source of data. A sample of 1,355 boys from eigh: high schools stratified according to
the characteristic backgrounds of students, approximatc!v as follows:
Predominant SES Predominant educational level
Schools of parents of parents
Group A high high (85 * fathers and 90 % mothers
s, high school graduates or “somc
college or more ™)
Group B middic intermediate
(lower white collar)
Group C low low (54 ¥ fathers and 45 % mothers
* some hich school or less ')
Procedure. Evaluation of data included an examination of the influcnce of fathers' and
mothers’ educations upon student aspirations with regard to higher education.
Findings:
(a) Percentage of students aspiring to go to college by school groups and fathers’ edu-
cation:
Father's education School group
A B C
% b %
College graduate 88 73 73
Some college 79 68 58
High school eraduate 74 51 3
Some high school 63 39 30
Grammar school or less 32 29 33
(1) Percentage of students aspiring to go to college by school groups and mother's
education:
Mother’s education School group
A B C
% % %
College graduate 87 77 67
Some college 87 54 53
High school graduate 74 54 35
Some high school 50 35 39
Grammar school or less 44 34 24
(C) Percer:tage of students aspiring to go to college by fathers’ and mothers’ education :
Fathers’ education Mothers’ education
Less than
College High school high school
% % %
Some college or more 85 72 53 ‘»
. High school graduate 71 50 37 F

Some high school or less 40 38 31
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Conclusions

The education of either father or mother had a strong independent effect upon students”
aspirations. The data did not ubst .ntiate the notion that the mother’s education is
more influential thun the father ~ -cach made an independent and ctnulative impact
of about the same degree o the child's aspirations. (The only asymuactrical cifects
manifested themschves in thc most extreme, and rarest, combinations, e.g. if the father
had not completed high school, the mother’s level of education made little difference.)

80. Woltbein, Seymour L. Transiticn from school to work: a study of the school leaver.
Personnel and guidance journal (Washington), vol. 38, October 1959.

Country. US.A. Type of study. Analysis of ficld study data.
Educatioual level. Secondary (high school graduates vs. dropouts from grades §-11).

Source of datalprocedure. Burcau of Labor Statistics survey of 10,000 dropouts and
12,000 graduates in seven U.S. communitics. A subsample of 6,500 was chosen for
follow-up and data on their v ork experience since leaving school was obtained through
personal interviews, cither with students themselves or with familics and neighbours (s.2
also entries 24 and 78 for a more detailed report on the Burcau of Labor Statistics survey).

Findings

(a) Dropouts did not differ from graduates in the readiness with which they found
employment after leaving school: 70 per cent of the boys and 80 per cent of the girls in
both groups got work within a month after beginning to look.

{b) Occupational distribution. (i) With regard to kind of job obtained, girl dropouts
differed sharply from girl graduates: while, 64 per cent of graduates entercd white-
collar clerical jobs, only 15 per cent of dropouts did so. The great majority (73 per cent)
became waitresses, sales clerks and unskilled labourers. (i) The gap between male
dropouts and graduates was much narrower. About 37 per cent of the ropouts started
work in unskilled factory jobs or as filling station operators or labourers against 28 per
cent of graduates. Approximately half of cach group went into various clerical and
semi-skilled work. ! (iii) Girl graduates had the advantage of having completed commer-
cial co.rses which were highly related to job requirements; among the males, however,
very few graduates or dropouts had had extended vocational training.

(c) Earnings. Among both sexes. graduates did rauch better than dropouts in terms of
carnings. For example, four times as many male dropouts as graduates were at the lower
end of the wage scale (i.c. carning less than $40 per week); at the upper end of the scale,
only 20 per cent of the drcpouts earned $80 per week or more compared with 31 per
cent of the graduates.

(d) Unemployment. The table shows the percentage unemployed at time of interview.
Deeper investigation in some arcas indicated that boy dropouts were averaging three
times as much unemployment as graduates since leaving school.

Boys Girly
areas graduates dropouty eraduates droponty

o 7o ‘o X
i 4 22 5 26
2 3 27 5 35
3 8 24 7 35
4 9 18 12 50
s 5 10 3 12
6 8 25 8 35
7 8 13 § 10

1, These figures relate to first jobs—it 15 emphasized that, according to other data. greater dufferences
between graduates and dropouts develop with time.
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81. Youmans, £. Grant. The rural school dropout: a ten-year follow-up study of Eastern
Kentucky Youth. Bulletin of the Burcau of School Service, College of Education, University
of Kentucky (L.cxington), vol. 36, September 1963.

Comntry. U.S.A. Date. 1960. Type of study. Analysis of ficld study data.
Educational level. Secondary (high school graduates vs. dropouts from grades 7-11).

Purpose of study. To compare the post-school expericnces, attitudes and aspirations of
rural high school graduates and dropouts —with special attention to the experience of
individuals who had moved 1o urban areas.

Source of dataiprocedure. A joint study by the U.S. Departinent of Agriculture and
the University of Kentucky Agricultural Experiment Station.  Using grade 8 enrolment
lists for the school ycar 1949-50 in 11 rural counties of Eastern Kentucky, an attempt
was made 10 years later to follow up as many of the 757 onginal enrollees (males only)
as possibie. Of these, 307 (150 of whom were in urban areas) were located and inter-
viewed personally.

Findimgs

(i) In rwal areas, amount of forimal education signiticantly affected over-all occupational
achievenient; in urban areas it did not. However, in both urban and rural areas, a
greater proportion of high school graduates than dropouts held higher status white-
collar jobs. :ii) Regardless of residence, no significant variation appeared between
dropouts and graduates with regard to: gross annual income;! unemployment; job
satisfaction. (iii) Neither rural nor urban graduates and dropouts differed on general
achievement orientation; higher job aspirations and sta-ed intentions for realizing them
were more characteristic of graduates than dropouts only in the country. (iv) Among
subjects living in cities, educational level was not associated with membership in com-
munity organizations (such as fabour "nions): but in rural arcas, significantly morc
‘graduates than dropouts did belong to organizaticns (mainly churches). (v} Of the men
in urban centres 55 per cent expressed a desire to move elsewhere; however, this feeling
did not correlate with the amount of schooling they had hzd. (vi) Dropouts registered
substantially more pessimism than graduaies—in both residential categories—about the
world and their place in it (as reflected in alienation und cstrangement from others,
confidence in community leaders, belicf in the American creed of progress and achieve-
ment, faith in the future). (vii) In estimating * how much formal education a young man
needs these days 7, rural graduates and dropou ts did not differ; but in citics, substantially
more graduates felt that the young man should complete college. In both urban and
rural groups, educational attainment affected the wish to do things differently if given
a chance to start over, with significantly more dropouts expressing such a desire.

Conclusions

The principal inference is that the rural schocl system of Eastern Kurtucky is not well
equipped to prepare its youth for employment in urban arcas (based mainly on the
finding that so many of those in urban centres—both graduates and dropouts—expressed
a desire to return to rural Kentucky).

82. Ecole pratique des hautes étedes. Centre d’étude des techniques économiques modernes.
Le cofit et les résuftats de ,'éducation. Compte rendu des travaux effectués et projet d’étude
du Groupe de recherches sur 1'économie de I'éducation. Paris, 196-? (Section 1, B).

Country. France. Dute. 1964-ongoing. Type of study. Analysis of field study |
data.

1. These findings appear to contradict many brevious studies correlating graduation with higher income
and occupau.onal status. It 1s suggested in the present study that they be viewed with reservations due to
the probability that over a longer periwd of time the graduates will carn more money than the dropotts.




Educational level. Primary, secondary, post-secondary.

Purpose of study. To determine, as part of a larger study of educational costs and returns,
the relationships between level of education and salary levels in selected arcas of employ-
ment.

Louirce of data. A survey covering 100,000 employees in 10 firms representing four
sectors of economic activity: manufacture of paper and cartons, textiles, electronics
and small business. The preliminary analysis presented here deals with a sub-sample
of 3,000 representing a population of 60,000 persons ! working in either electronics or
small business.

Findings

(i) Educational levels in the business sector, with an average of 10 years’ schooling per
employee, proved to be substantially lower than in electronics (where 12 years’ schooling
was the average); 10 per cent of the electronics sample had done érudes supérieures (i.e.
had completed 16 years’ schooling) compared with only 6 per cent of business employees.
(ii) In electronics, access to management levels was determined above all by education;
in business, however, access to higher levels opened up with age and seniority—without
a minimum level of education being demanded; a man with no more than a Primary
School Certificate could attain the middle levels of management by age 30 and the upper
levels by age 50. Indeed, 22 per cent of those holding managerial positions in business
had only 8 years or less of school; in electronics, on the other hand, only 5 per cent of
those at this educational level were able to reach management status.

Conclusions

The predominant factor in the determination of salaries appeared to be education i1. the
electronic sector and age in the busi:.ess sector.

83 (32). Jackson, Brian; Marsden, Dennis. Education and the working class. London,
Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1962.

See Antecedenis entry for description of study.

Findings

All but two of the early leavers entered clerical occupations. Although they had rejected
the middle-class values of the grammar school, their experience there had a significant
effect on their subsequent position within the towa’s social hierarchy; they were unable
to merge again into the working class. Friendships with other grammar school boys
and girls * became the dominant associations in their social lives. Some efforts were
made to obtain further formal education but were generally abandoned.

Conclusions

Even the incomplete grammar school education to which the early leavers were exposed
appeared to have a lasting effect on their lives, particularly in severing them irrevocably
from the working-class world.

84. Kar'an, I 1. Kak zavisit proizvoditel’nost’ truda ot urovija obrazovanija [The rela-
tionship between productivity and level of education). Skola i prizvodstvo (Moskva),
no 2, fevral 1967. ?

1. Unfortunately this rather brief summary report does not include a detailed description of the study
population, number of variables analysed, ctc.

2. Whether these were also early leavers is unfortunately not indicated.
3, This summary is based on CIRF Abstract No. 3B/14998 (vol. 6, 1967).
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Country. US.S.R. Date. 1965. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. 5-10 years general education.

Purpose of study. To examine the effect of differing levels of gencral education upon the
performance of workers in several Moscow electrical engineering firms.

Source of datafprocedure. Various aspects of performance were compared for workers

matched on occupation (carrying out identical operations and using the same equipment),

s™ill level and years of experience, but differing in educational background (having from
- "M years’ general schooling).

Findings

(a) Productivity. In general, up to the age of 45, productivity among machine tool setters
continued to rise at a rate that was directly related to their level of education. On the
average, the productivity of workers who had completed 8 years of schooling was 35 per
cent higher than that of co-workers with only 5 years’ education.

(b) Damage to tools. Workers with less education (5 to 7 years) were mostly likely to
cause damage to lathes and drilling machines; their inability to repair the equipment
resulted in a great deal of idle time. Those having 9 or 10 years’ education, on the other
hand, carried on their work with a minimum of idle time so incurred.

(c) Competence in related trades. On the average, each additional grade of general
education completed increzsed by 50 per cent the rapidity with which workers were able
to master skills and knowledge required for trades related to their own occupation.

(d) Work methods. Findings indicated a strong correlation between amount of schooling
and the contribution to working methods: 5 per cent of workers with 5-6 years of
schooling helped to rationalize pr.:duction compared with 25 per cent with 9-10 years of
schooling.

(e) Promotion and upgrading. The number of years it took for a machir -tool setter to
be promoted to a higher skill category was inversely related to his edv-ational level:
with 5-6 years of education it took 5 years; with 8 years it took 2-3 years; with 10 years
it took 1 year.

85. Kotljar, A.E. Raboéuja sila v SSSR [Manpower in the USSR]. Moskva, Izdatel’stvc

* Mysl’ , 1967.!

Country. US.S.R. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.

Educational level Up to 10 years general education.

Source of data. Research carried out among workers in Azerbajdzan petroleum industry.
Findings

(i) Workers’ progress in skill levels correlated positively with the amount of schooling
they possessed. Of all those reaching the rather high skill level categorized as “ 5 *’:
59.5 per cent had 10 years’ general education; 15.0 per cent had 7-9 years; only 25.0 per
cent had 6 years or less. (ii) Level of general education also affected the amount of time
spent by workers in acquiring the practical experience necessary for higher skill levels.
For example, workover drillers having only 5 years’ general education had averaged
13 years and 4 months to work up to their current skill level—while drillers with 8 years’
general education required an average of only 8 y»ars to achieve the same level.

1. Summarized frem CIRF Abstract No. B/17373 (vol. 7, 1968).
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86. Kozlova, D.I. The influence of education on the labor of textile workers. In: Noah H.}.,
cd. The cconomics of education in the U.S.S.R. New York, Frederick A. Pracger, 1969.

Country. U.S.S.R. Type of study. Analysis cf field study data.
Educational level. Primary and secondary (grades 7-10).

Purpose of study. A preliminary investigation of the relationship between education and
productivity among workers (having 7-10 years’ education) in two textile enterpriscs: a
cotton combine and a weaving factory.

Sow ce of datafprocedure. (i) The survey was restricted to workers in the “ basic trades *’
of each enterprise (i.c. spinning and weaving) who were comparable in terms of type
of work done and equipment used. (i} In order to control for tne influence of extensive
work experience, the sample included only those aged 18-25.

Findings

(i) At the weaving factory the gencral educational level of the workers proved to be higher
(60 per cent possessed grade 9-10 education and 40 per cent grade 7-8 education) than
at the cotton combine (where only 47 per cent had grade 9-10 education and 53 per cent
had grade 7-8). In consequence, the weaving factory workers were more likely: to tulfill or
over-fulfill production norms; to master ancillary skills and new types of equipment
more rapidly; to 2 oid spoilage in production. (i) Workers with grade 8 education
were most active in production; those who had completed 9 to 10 years’ schooling had
lower participation rates. (iii) Interviews with workers indicated that higher educational
levels produced a certain intellectual dissatisfaction with work. (iv) Individual-team
training seemed to be the best preparation for work in the trades surveyed. The alter-
native, production training in factory or general secondary schools, appeared—because
of organizational inadequacies—to be less effective. For example, school graduates often
had to be retrained on the job.

87. Mikulich, A.P. The influence of different levels of education on labor productivity :
a calculation, In: Noah, H.J., ed. The economics of education in the U.S.S.R. New York,
Frederick A. Praeger, 1969,

Country. U.S.S.R. Date. 1962-63. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Primary and secondary (grades 7-10).

Purpose of study. To determine the influence of different levels of general cducation
on the productivity of piece-wotkers in a cross section of occupations.

Source of data. 237 workers in an electrical equipment factory and 388 workers in %
machine construction factory, all having from 7 to 10 years’ schooling.

Procedure and findings

(a) Workers were grouped according to level of qualifications (Skill Grades I or II), and
within cach skiil grade by years of education completed. Average fulfiliment of pro-
duction norms was calculated from output data for each subgroup.

(b) In order to control for the effect of experience, a cocfficient of influence of years of
work experience was calculated separately for each educational grade group by dividing
the average index of over-fulfillment of norms by the average years cf work experience.
Comparison of these coefficients of influence established the presence of a definite
positive relationship between the workers’ educational level and their output. (i) Thus
for electrical workers in Skill Grade I, for example, over-fulfillment of norms increased
by 3.44 per cent per year of experience for men with a grade 7 education. while for those
with a secondary education (10 years) over-fulfillment increased by 5.67 per cent pet
year of experience. Secondary education also heightened productivity in Skill Grade 11,
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althougt the difference it made could not be considered statistically significant. (i) Among
macninz construction operatives, however, coefficients of influence varied significantly
by cducation 1 both skill grades: 1n Skill Grade I the percentage increase in over-ful-
fillment of procuction norms per year of experience was 6.44 per cent for 7 years’ educa-
tion and 8 per cent for 10 years’ education; in Skill Grade II the increase was 5.30 per cent
for 7 ycars and 7.50 per cent for 10 years.

(c) A look at the educaiion-output relationship from a somewhat different angle, 1.c. diffe-
rences in norm fulfillment by level of education and by average length of work experience
for each educational group, showed that among electrical workers in Ski.1 G1.-de I averaging
4.4 years experience, the level of fulfillment of norms for those with 7 yea-s’ schooling
was 115.1 per cent, for those with 10 years, 124.8 per cent. Within the other skill grades
of both factory groups, norm fulfillment varicd as follows: (1) electrical wor kers at Skill
Grade I1, with an average of 5.3 years' experience had a norm fulfillnent o! 127.6 per
cent with 7 years' schooling and 130.3 per cent with 10 years; (it machin« construction
workers at Skill Grade I, with an average of 2.4 years’ experici ... had a no-m fulfilliacnt
of 124.9 per cent with 7 years’ schooling and 135.3 pet cznt with 10 years.

(d) Calculaticn of regression coefficients of labour productivity and work eaperience for
each educaticnal group within the same skill grade showed that increases in schooling
made only a rery small difference in the productivity of workers with no experience.
But among experie:uced workers, norm fulfil'men: per year of experience did indeed rise
significantly with level of education.

Conclusions

While the study findings could not pretend to describe the actual dependence of labour
productivity on level of general education, they did tend to indicate an associztion
between schooling and output.

88 (35). Schwartzweller, Harry K. FEducational aspirations and life chances of German
young people. Comparative education (Gxfoid), vol. 4, no. 1, November 1967.

Sce Antecedents entry for description of study.
Findings

(a) The type of schooling reccived by students had a definite effect on their plans and
aspirations. (i) Well over two-thirds of the elementary school st:dents expressed no
interest, felt no aspiration, had formulated no plan to pursue a level of education higher
than the “ normal ”’ and mandatory, trade school apprenticeship. Only 18 per cent
of the boys and 25 per cent of the girls were planning on other kinds of further education
(generally specialized iechnical). While 13 per cent of both boys and girls indicated an
interest in university study, only 4 per cent oi the girls and 7 per cent of the boys expressed
a desire to attain the high school level * (4bitur) necessary for university admission.
(ii) Among secondary school pupils, on the other hand, 67 per cent of the boys and
52 per cent of the girls indicated intentions of pursuing a course of study leading to the
Abitur; similar proportions wished to study at a university. Of those not planning an
academic carecr, 22 per cent of the girls and 11 per cent of the boys had taken steps to
cnter a higher technical school of some sort. Most of the remainder were going to
begin on-the-job training as apprentices.

(b) Once a student had been channelled into a level of schooling his aspirations were
further influecnced by other variables. Among girls, “ recognized ability * (i.c. grades)
was more important than SES. Goal-sctting among boys, however, was more significantly
Affected by social class origins. For example, an clementary school boy of white collar

. I Attainment of high school Ievel for clementary students reauires making-up many academic subjects
Q not included in the clementary curricula,
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background who was not an exceptional student was as likely to plan to go beyond the
trade school apprenticeship level as one from a manual worker family who had an
exceptional academic record. It thus appeared that, within a given level of scnooling
the distribution of educational opportunities was equitable for girls but not for boys.

Conclusions

(i) The course of study * chosen ** at age 10 or 11 in effect sets the upper limits on a
child’s educational and occupational possibilitics. For secondary school pupils, the
path toward the upper levels is open and, more importantly, structurally continuous.
For clementary school pupils, on the other hand, the path toward the upper levels lacks
structural continuity. (i) In making the crucial secondary/elementary choice, lower
SES children and their familics are at a disadvantage since the sociocultural climate in
which they live de-emphasizes the value of a general education and thus creates a self-
imposed barrier to upward mobility.

Zhil’tsov, E.N. Statistical methods of evaluating the complexity of labor. In: Noah, H.J.,
The economics of education in the U.S.S.R. New York, Frederick A. Praeger, 1969.

Country. US.S.R. Date, 1960’s. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Primary and secondary (grades 4-10).

Purpose of study. To calculate the relative influence upon worker qualifications of
certain basic training factors: gencral education, specialized training and work experience.

Source of data/procedure. A sample of 242 workers, aged 25-30, from the metal repair
shops of an ol processing works. (i) Workers’ qualifications were rated and expressed
as skill grades ranging from 3 to 6; (ii) analysis of variance was used to measure correla-
tions between the skill grades and general education of workers (range 4-10 years). pro-
duction experience (1-11 years), specialized training (dichotomized simply as * ‘vith **/
" witheut *); (iii) the share of each factor in determining qualifications was calculated.

Findings

(v) Identification of significant relationships. (i) General education. A direct and signifi-
cant (.01 level) relationship was demonstrated between worker qualifications and amount
of general cducation, The level of education (grades 4to 10) and the related skill grade
(3 to 6) wercas follows: grade 4--3.0; 5—3.2; 6-3.7, 7—4.1; 8—4.3; 9—4.4; 10—4.5.
(i) Specialized training. Analysis of a sub-sample of 123 worker-operatives (i.e. only
those having 10 years’ general education) showed that those with specialized cduca-
tion had significantly higher skill ratings (avernge 4.70) than those without (average
4.10). (iii) Production cxperience. Here the base for analysis was restricted still further,
i.e. to only those worker-operatives (N = 102) having 10 years’ general education plus
specialized training. Product.on experience (from 0-1 to 11 years) and worker qualifica-
tions (skill grades from 3 to 6) were significantly linked: 0-1—3.7; 2—4.1; 3—4.1;
4—4.5;5—49; 6—4.4; 7—4.9; 8—5.2; 9—5.5; 10—5.1; 11—5.6.

(b) According to calculations of relative influence, general education accounted for
9.7 per cent of the total variation in qualifications, specialized training for 7.5 per cent
and production cxperience for 37.0 per cent. Thus the combination of these three
training factors determined 54.2 per cent of skill variations, with production experience
being by far the most crucial factor (3.7 times as important as gencral education). The
remaining variations (45.8 per cent of the total) were ascribed to other factors not
studied, such as ** responsibility, initiative, etc, .

90 (36). Abernethy, David B. The unemployment market: perceptions of Southern Nigerian
school children. Stanford University, n.d. [mimco]
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Educational level. Primary and secondary.

Source of data. A survey of 1,360 school children—20 pupils from the top grade of cach
of 68 schools (primary, secondary modern and grammar) selected from 9 geographical
zones in Southern Nigeria.

Findings

(i) Children in all grades tended to be optimistic about their chances both for further
education and for obtaining work upon leaving school. (ii) Their occupational preferences
were as follows: primary school pupils favoured teaching and nursing; secondary
modern students—teaching, nursing and clerical work; the greatest range was found
among grammar school students, whose choices included professional, minor medical,
clerical and teaching positions. (iii) Students’ estimates of income expected after school
increased with the amount of education they had. (iv) Success in continuing their
schooling or in getting a job was viewed at all levels more as a matter of having money
and “connexions ”’ rather than intcllectual capacity or academic qualifications.
(v) Primary school children, who would be most affected by unemployment, tended
not to see it as a distinct problem, whereas among grammar school children, (the least
likely to have to worry), unemployment was regarded by over S0 per cent as Nigeria’s
greatest problem; as their educational level rose, students tended increas'ngly to blame
government for unemployment.

91. Abernethy, David B; Combe, Trevor. Education and politics in developing countries.

Harvard educational review (Cambridge, Mass.), vol. 35, no. 3, Summer 1965.

Type of study. Discussion.

This rather general discussion includes a brief consideration of political participation
among primary school lcavers and dropouts. The principal argument is that these
groups are not necessarily “ political dynamite . They stand at the perimeter of signi-
ficant political events—hardly at the centre. Some school leavers join political party
youth brigades and serve as minor party activists. Their involvement in political disturb-
ances is likely to take the form of arson, assault and intimidation—rather than ravolution.

92. Anderson, John E. Primary school leavers in rural areas. Paper presented at University
of East Africa Social Science Conference in December 1966. [mimeo)

Country. Kenya. Date. 1964-66. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Primery (grade 7).

Purpose of study. A gencral look at destinations of primary school leavers and a more
specific investigation of rural leavers living at home without wage employment.

Source of data. Follow-up studies of two small groups of primary school leavers in two
riral areas of Central Kenya (Tew and Kibuyu).

Procedure. (i) Tetu. Sixteen months after leaving primary school. 203 male leavers were
traced through former headmasters, teachers and schoolmates. Whenever possible, the
leavers and their parents were interviewed. Special attention was giver to 47 boys who
lived at home and had no paid jobs. (ii) Kikuyu. An informal edu:ational * ¢club
was started among a group of unemployed 1964 school lea.rs living ut home. Diaries
kept by club members ! and conversations were used to develop a profile of the kind

s

of life they led. N

1. Numbe)r of members vaned but 15 indicated generally to be quite small (duti. ate available for only
12 people).
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Findings

(a) Tetu—destinotions of primary leavers. (i) 16 months after leaving school, 15.5 per
cent of the Jcavers were back in primary school repeating Standard VI, mainly vith
the objective of ootaining a K.P.E. Certificate and/or better grades nd conscquently
a secondary school place; (i) 42 per cent had gone on to some type of sccondary school
(iii) 9 per cent of the 203 leavers had found paid work—most of them had left home in
order to do so; (iv) 32 per cent were unemployed and one-quarter o1 these were living
at home.

(b) Kikuyu—memployed leavers hving at home. (i) Most boys worked on the family
land, ran crrands and helped in household maintenance in return for the keep provided
by their parents. Respect for parents was sustained, although family tensions increased
as boys grew older and sought more independence. (i) Sporadic efforts were made to
obtain regular wage employment. Most boys also did varying amounts of casual work.
(iii) Several belonged to a Young Farmers Club. However, land shortages diminished
the possibility of their realizing any desire to become farmers. (iv) All the subjects were
interested in education, both in terms of its status value and its use as means to mobility.
Those who had failed to obtain their leaving certificates were anxious to retake the
cxaminations. Several boys enrolled in correspondence colleges. (v) Although a certain
degree of frustration seemed inevitable under such life conditions, the boys manifested
very little overt hostility to any particular person or group.

93. Callaway, Archibald. Unemployment among African school leavers. Journal of
modern African studies (London, New York), no. 1, 1963.

Type of study. Discussion.

An immense broadening of the educational base throughout much of Africa has resulted
in a constantly growing surplus of primary school leavers. The traditional economics
of East, West and Centra' Africa (75 per cent of whose populations are cngaged in
agriculture) are unable to absorb them. The cfiects of primary school education on the
young African school leaver include: (i) disruption of his traditional-rural orientation,
instilling the belief that his future lies not with village and farm but with the city and the
exchange economy; (ii) development of new horizons and expanded ambitions: (iii) in-
adequate training. The primary leaver heads for urban areas where his /outh and lack
of qualifications for the jobs he desires plus the §anitations of the labour market combine
to make his position extremely difficult. He suffers from long-term uncmployinent and
poor living conditions, and as he becomes disillusioned and desperate, he is more likely
to engage in delinquency. The gap between aspirations and sealization niakes him
susceptible to political azitation.  Collectively, all of this merns mass unemp'oyment,
urban overcrowding, tremendous wastage of human resources. and a potent.uily dan-
gerous instability.

Conclusions

Recommendations for intervening in this process include: (i) reduction of rate of expan-
sion of primary school opportunities iu favour of develuping sccondary, technical and
univer.ity education; (ii) the improvement of agriculture so as to a.ivact more school
leavers into what must for some time remain the dominant sector of the economy;
(iii) development of transitional enterprises (small business, crafts, ctc.; (iv) governmient-
sponsored work and training programmes for primary school leavers.

94. Callaway, Archibald. Un»mployment among schoo! leavers in an African city. Paris,
Unesco: International Institute for Educational Planning. 1966. [mimeo]

Country. Nigeria. Date. 1964, Type of study., Analysis of ficld study data.

Educational level. Primary and secondary (grades 6-9).
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Source of data. A study of unemployed male school leavers based on @ sample survey
of households in three representative sections of Ibadan, Nigeria.

Findings

Of the total sample population of 4,450 one-quarter of the malc labour force were not
working; 78 per cent of these unémplcyed men were school leavers. (i) Length of
unemployment (tirae spent in city seeking job): less than 1 year, 35 per cent; 1-2 years,
21 per cent; 2-3 years, 26 per cent; 3+ years, 13 per cent. (ii) Previous working expe-
rience: never had a job, 58 per cert; had held one job, 26 per cent; had held moere than
one job, 16 per cent. Those who had held (and lost) one or more jobs expressed feelings
of insecurity regarding employment. (iii) School leavers’ assessment of their personal
economic situation was realistic enough but their understanding of the regional/national
situation was considerably less; the burden of improving the employment problem was
invariably placed on government. (iv) Realism about job aspirations and willingness
to revise them downwards was directly related to the degree of economic pressure on
the individual. (v) More than half the men had come from outside Ibadan and many of
these migrants lodged with relatives in the city; thus the close family system facilitated
the village-city transition for schooi leavers, although it frequently meant a heavy burden
for city relatives. (vi) School leavers who migrated from rural areas often also maintained
close ties with home villages (but there were relatively few permanent moves back to the
country). (vii) Of the -snemployed leavers 40 per cent were engaged in further educatior
through unofficial training institutions or by correspondence; the most popular courses
were those in typing.

Conclusions

In spite of the tremendous problems created by the expansion of primary education
encouragement may be drawn from the evidence that primary education does raise
productivity and that therefore many employers prefer to hire school leavers.

95 (40). Elkan, Susan. Primary school leavers in Uganda. Comparative education review
(New York), vol. 4, no. 2, October 1960.

Country. Uganda. Date. 1958. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Primary (grades 5 24 6).

Source of datafprocedure. A survey of 1,238 children who had been enrolled in 1957 in
primary grades 5 and 6 at 17 schools randomly selected from three Uganda districts
(urban and rural); 206 of these children left the school system altogether (including 34
who were untraceable). A research worker visited the sample schools in order to ascertain
from headmasters, teachers and former schoolmates what had happened to the pupils
enrolled in grades 5 and 6 the previous year. This information was used as a starting
point for follow-ups based (apparently) on home interviews with dropouits and their
families.

Findings

(@) Boys (N = 135). (i) Only 14 of the male dropouts were employed in or learning a trade
and only three were helping relatives in business. The majority (91 of them) were at
home—farming, etc. (ii) Further investigation of how this majority actuaily spent their
time revealed that a good deal of it was occupied by searching for paid work or visiting
friends. (iii} Although only four of the sample boys were currently looking for wotk in
town, others had apparently already made similar attempts and subsequently returned
to the farm. (iv) In the rural areas, considerable dissatisfaction was expressed over the
minimal contribution the school leavers were making to farming.

(b) Girls (N = 71). Six of the girls were employed or learning a trade. The great majority
(57) were at .iome; 6 of these were married and 16 were unmarried but pregnant.




ERIC

JAFulToxt Provided by ERIC

«

98

Conclusions

The 5 or 6 years of education seemed to make little difference to these school leavers in
terms of the occupztional choices available to them.

96 («1). Foster, Pilip J. Education and social change in Ghana. London, Routledge and
Kegan Paul, 1965. Chapter VI, ?

Country. Ghana. Date. 1959. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Middle school (form 1v).

Source of datafprocedure. Sample comprised 210 boys in S randomly selected middle
schools in Accra dus to leave school the following month—the majority were not going
on to secondary school.? The students were asked: (i) to indicate jobs they would prefer
if they could choose absolutely freely; (i) what sort of work they in fact expected to get.

Findings

(@) Preferred jobs: artisans and skilled workers, 51 per cent; white-collar, 30 per cent;
farmers/fishermen, 10.5 per cent.

(b) Jobs expected: semi-skilled or unskilled, 35.2 per cent; artisans and skilled workers,
22.4 per cent; whitecollar, 21 per cent; petty trade business, 9.5 per cent; farmers/
fishermen, 6.7 per cent.

Conclusions

These results do not substantiate the commonly held belief that school leavers prefer
white-collar occupations to all others and are unwilling to work with their hands.
Instead, the boys studied had a moderate level of aspirations and expectations and a
realistic view of the occupational structure. However, in spite of their reasonable
expectations most mi~dle school leavers will not find employment due to the nature
of the labour market they are entering.

97. Hunter, Guy. Manpower, emplovment and education in the rural economy of Tanzania.
Paris, Unesco International Institute of Educational Flanning, 1966. {African research mono-
graphs)

Country. Tanzania. Date, 1965. Type of siudy. Analysis of aggregate data and
of field study data.

Educational level. Primary (grades 7 and 8).

Purpose of study. To analyse employment opportunities for Tanzanians having no
education beyond the primary level.

Source of data. National education and labour statistics and projections, supplemented
by impressions derived from a month-long survey of primary leavers in five regions.

Findings

(i) National planning projections for 1969 forecast a total of 23,000 new jobs—for which
40,000 grade 7 leavers would have to compete with 243,000 sixteen-year-olds entering
the labour market as well as with unemployed adults and leavers from previous years.
(ii) It was estimated that approximately 25 per cent of these 40,000 would be able to
find paid employment each year; the rest would have to be absorbed into the rura}
economy. (iii) Entry levels for training programmes have risen steadily; these oppor-
tunities grow increasingly beyond the reach of the grade 7-8 leaver. (iv) The regional

1 Ficld study reported in this chapter differs from that of Chapter VII (entry 41),

2. Previous figures given by Foster indicate that only 5.3 per cent of middle school pupils continue
to sccondary school.
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survey revealed a widespread feeling among Tanzanian officials and others that primary
leavers were extremely unwilling to return to work on the farm. This attitude was
frequently attributed to the type of primary education they had received. (v) Rural
primary leavers tended to leave their villages to seek work in the towns, where they
generally stayed with relatives while job hunting. Failure often forced their return to
the village. However, once casual local employment (e.g. for neighbouring farmers)
enablei them to eamn a bit of money, many set off for the towns a second time, only to
be deieated again.

98. Jorgensen, Erling. Utilization of the graduates from technical and vocational training
institutes in Tunisia. (Report of a sample survey conducted by Ford Foundation in
co-operation with the Ministry of Youth, Sport and Soci: | Affairs, Tunisia). Tunis, Ford
Foundation, 1966. {[mimeo]

Conntry. Tunisia. Date. 1965. Type of study. Analysis of field stuuy -.ta.
Educationel level. From 9 to 14 years schooling.

Purpose of study. To examine relationships between the level and type of technical
education received and the following variables: (i) current occupation—to what extent
were technical graduates actually using their education in the Jobs for which it was
intended?; (ii) attitude toward white-collar compared with technically oriented/blue-
collar occupations; (jii) other aspects of job experience, including use of public placement
service to obtain employment. )

Source of datalprocedure. The survey was restricted ! to technical graduates from two
major educational channels: (i) from vocational training programmes under the
Ministry of Social Affairs—a random sample of graduates of Centres de formation pro-
Jessionnelle pour adultes (FPA), and Centres de Pperfectionnement professionnel (CPP)
(i.e. lower and higher levels of vocational training); from technical education provided
by the Ministry of Education within the regular school system—a non-random sample
(stratified by residence, type of education and different branches of technical education
within each school) of graduates of Colléges moyens (CM) (lower secondary technical
school) and Lycées techniques (LT) (higher secondary technical schoci). The instrument

used was a questionnaire submitted to 815 respondents; valid data was obtained on
641 of them.

Findings

(@) Cheracteristics of respondents studied. Age, 18-25; sex, 624 males and 17 females;
marital status, 85 per cent single and 15 per cent married; background, generally urban
(80 per cent born in towns of 2,000 plus inhabitants); years out of school, from 1 to 4;
father’s occupation (in percentages)—agricultural worker or day labourer 30, indepen-
dent farmer 15, manual worker 14, clerical or sales 13, shopkeeper 18, libera! occupation
(including administrative jobs) 4; awverage total years of schooling—FPA (N = 102)
-11 years, CPP (N = 209) 9-11 years, CM (N = 187) 11-12 years, LT (N = 143)
14 years.
(b) Current occupation. (i) Further education: of the total sample, 19 per cent were
engaged in some sort of further education; the most educated group, the lycée technique
graduates, seemed to a very high degree to consider their education as preparation for
university and high school studies (nearly 50 per cent of them were students as compared
with 17 per cent of collége moyen graduates and less than 5 per cent of FPA and CPP
graduates). (ii) Unemployment: unemployment was highest (35-40 per cent) among
FPA graduates withlower level vocational training while for the CPP graduates, averaging
the same amount of schooling but having completed more advanced vocational training,
there were only 5-6 per cent unemployed; LT and CM graduates had unemployment

1. Types of institutions excluded: very elementary pre-apprenticeship schools, agriculture-oriented
schools and the most advanced type of technical educaticn (Cours de promotion supérieure de iravall).
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rates of approximately 3 per cent and 12 per cent respectively. (jii) Occupational distri-
bution: the majority of the actively empluyed technical graduates were in occupations
corresponding very closely to the technical education received; the correspondence
between technical training and current job appeared to be strongest among FPA and
CPP graduates—who tended to stay within the specialities for which they had been
prepared—and consiaerably weaker among those from lower secondary technical
schools (CM) who were more widsly distributed among the various occupations; the
LT and CM graduates—the two groups who had obtained the most education—were
the most likely to be drawn off into teaching or white-collar work (it is suggested, however,
that not all of these positions were as unrelated to their technical background as might
at first be supposed).

{c) Attitudes. (i) Regarding white-collar compared with blue-collar jobs: the pattern for
the group as a whole indicated an over-all preference for blue-collar occupations; at
the same time, the attitudinal data reflected a stronger inclination toward white-collar
positions than the graduates’ actual occupational choice secmed to do—particularly
among LT and CM graduates; favouring of white-collar jobs scemed much more common
among LT and CM graduates. (ii) Ideal occupational status: public employment
attracted the greatest percentage of graduates as a whole—32 of LT graduates, 58 of CM,
57 of CPP, 70 of FPA ; self-em:ployment was favoured by only 10 per cent of the group
as a whole and was most popuar with FPA and CPP graduates.

Conclusions

The pattern of current occupations of the graduates corresponded very well to the
technical education received. There was no general bias towards white-collar jobs—the
data did not support the hypothesis that Tunisia’s scare supply of technically trained
manpower tended to seek white-collar employment.

99. McQueen, Albert J. Aspirations and problems of Nigerian school leavers. Kampala,
East African Institute of Social Research, 1963. [mimeo]

Country. Nigeria. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Primary and secondary.

Source of dataprocedure. Preliminary resulis of an ongoing study of 876 employed and
unemployed male leavers from primary and secondary schools in Eastern and Western
Nigeria. School leavers were located through former headmasters, through registration
at Federal Labour Exchanges and places (such as motor pools) where they tended to
congregate. Information on the educational and occupational aspirations of the boys
was obtained through questionnaires and participant observation.

Findings !

(@) General ideas on meaning of success in life. In a sample of 630, educational attainment
and material and financial possessions were most frequently mentioned as criteria of
success; 60.3 per cent of these criteria could be categorized as “ achievement-oriented *’
(it is hypothesized that achievement or.entation correlates positively with length of
exposure to western education).

(b) Educational aspirations. In a samnple of 669, 84.3 per cent of all leavers (77.7 per cent
of primary leavers, 92.8 per cent of secondary) expressed a wish to further their education ;
75 per cent of those indicating such ambitions were actually engaged in some kind of
studies (private, correspondence or evening school). The likelihood of continuing
education increased 'with amount of schooling already possessed-—thus 91.1 per cent of
grammar school leavers were going on compared with 58.3 per cent of primary leavers.

1. For various subsamples only—due to fact that analysis had not been completed.
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(¢} Occupational aspirations. “n a sample of 206, it was found that secondary school
leavers preferred higher status occupations (84.1 per cent desired top professional or
white-collar jobs) than primary leavers (37.6 per cent of whom wanted comparable jobs).
The latter more often (42 per cent) favoured skilled and semi-ski'led work. Both groups
showed considerable willingness to revise job expectations downward if necessary.

(d) Job ratings. The rating of various oc-upations by 114 unemployed primary lcavers 4
revealed two significant points: factories and factory work were very highly regaried,

being equated with modernization, high wages and large-scale employment; schocl

leasers were not opposed to farming per se, 67.3 per cent expressed strong interest in

modern farming compared with only 23.4 per cent for traditional farming.

(€) Unemployment as an issue. In a sample of 477, 58.2 per cent of primary and secondary
leavers blanied government for unemployment among school leavers.

Conclusions

The popular contention that school leavers are hindered by unrealistically high aspira-
tions apprared to be negated by these research findings.

100. McQueen, Albert J. Education and marginality of African youth. Journal of social
issues (Ann Arbor), vol. 24, no. 2, 1968.

Country. Nigeria and Africa generally. Type of study. Discu:sion and analysis of
field study data.

Educational level. Primary an2 secondary.

Source of data. (i) An attitudinal survey (conducted in 1962) of 876 male primary and
secondary school Jeavers in Nigeria; (ii) a wide selection of earlier 1elated research. ]

Findings

African schools today are only partially accomplishing the crucial task of re-orienting

their students from traditional to modern thinking and life styles. Primary school

leavers, and to some extent secondary leavers as well, emerge as transitional persons,

caught between the traditional and modern worlds. Most leavers have become modern

in self-concept and aspirations—theze is, for example, a positive correlation between

educational level and aspirations toward positions in modern sector of economy.

However, they are not qualified to fill modern occupational roles. T e principal skill

acquired in primary school is a low level of literacy, but this is of no use in economies ]
whose manpower needs are for technical, supervisory and managerial skills requiring .
post-secondary education. The surplus of poorly qualified primary leavers results in a

fierce and discouraging competition for the unskilled jobs that do exist. The “ transi-

tional >’ individuals are also often marginal in the sense that they have undergone

partial socialization in twc widely different socio-cultural spheres—the traditional from

which they originate and the modern to which they aspire—and hence do not truly

belong to either; the resulting conflict of values and goals causes a psychological state

of uncertainty which inhibits their ability to adapt to their environment. Marginal-

transitional youths are characteristically non-political in orientation but hostile toward

society and inclined to various types of crime. However, positive, supportive relation.

ships with family and traditional community can sometimes perform a stabilizing function,

101. Tibawi, A.L. Arab education in mandatory Palestine: a study of three decades of British
administration. London, Luzac and Co., 1956. Ch. VIIL

[

Country. Palestine. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.

Educational level. Primary (grades 4 and 5).
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Purpose of study. An assessment of education under the mandate in terms of, inter alia,
the success of the elementary school system in effecting “ permanent ** literacy among
those who completed the minimum period of schooling.

Source of datafprocedure. (i) In 1932 the Mandatory Department of Education adminis-
tered standardized achievenicaat tests in language! and arithmetic to 902 males (who
had attended primary school during the Mandate or the Ottoman period) in 54 villages.
(ii) In 1942-43, the present author gave the language portion of the 1932 tests to 340
persons all having four or five years of primary schooling. There were 300 males from 10
areas chosen to represent differing levels of social development (nomad, rural und urban),
and 40 females from the urban areas of Jaffa and Majdal.

Findings

(a) Tne 1932 sample. (i) Among 740 r =n who had obtained an average of 5.1 years of
education under the Mandate 24 per cent failed in Arabic and 18 per cent failed in
anthmetic; (i) of 162 having an average of 4.9 years of schooling under the Ottomans,
53 per cent failed in Arabic and 34 per cent in arithmetic.

(b) The 194243 sample. (i) Test results among the male portion of the sample indicated
that permanence of literacy was very much a function of the social environment of the
individual after leaving school; where circumstances afforded no opportunities for using
his skills, a man soon lapsed into illiteracy. For example, a Bedouin boy occupied in
tending cattle and having no access to printed material had become totally illiterate only
three years after completing four years of primary school. (ii) Achievement of literacy with
any chance of retention seemed to require a minimum of five years of schooling with
suitable accommodations and equipment and competent teaching staff. In backward
areas, even five years was insufficient. (iii) The cntire group of 40 girls (half of whom
had four years’ and half five years’ education) had lost their literacy skills within 5-11
years after finishing school. This lapse occurred regardless of the apparent advantages
of an urban environment and despite the fact that all 40 were in occupations expected
to promote literacy (dressmaking, home management, domestic service, etc.)

102. Wallerstein, I. The road to independence: Ghana and the Ivory Coast. Paris, Mouton
& Co., 1964,

Country. Ghana and Ivory Coast. Date. 1955-57, Type of study. Analysis of
field study data.

Educational level. Incomplete primary through university.

Source of data[procedure. A study of a non-random sample of 204 leaders of voluntary
associations (political, professional, social, etc.) in Ghana and the Ivory Coast. The lists
of voluntary organizations were compiled for Accra and Abidjan, then stratified by
type and level (national, local, etc). In each city, a sample was selected comprising one-
half of every variety of organization and interviews conducted with one leader per group
(usually the president or secretary). Educational attainment of respondents was correlated
with occupation, aspirations and political attitudes.

Findings
(i) Educational level was closely correlated with occupation;
Educational level
elementary
Occupation category or less seconda-y university
% % %
Trader and seller, artisan 319 6.5 3.7
Junior civil servant 38.9 23.9 3.7
Scmior civil servant, businessman,
professional, teacher 29.2 69.6 92.6

1. Including “ asscssment of ability *o read orally and silently the language commonly used in corres-
pondcnce, to understand the material read and to convey it in writing .
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(i) Schooling was somewhat correlated with o<cupational aspirations for some, but high
aspirations were common both 2mong those with elementary education or less and those

with secondary or higher. (iii) cducational level appeared inversely related to support
of the majority party:

e Elementary or less Secondary or more '
°. %
f’ Supported majority party 71.6 50.5
Supported opposition or were ncutral 28.4 49.5

103. Yaukey, David. Fertility differences in a modernizing country: a survey of Lebanese
couples. Princeton, Princeton University Press, 1261,

: ‘ Country. Lebanon. Date. 1959, Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Primary, secondary, university (0 to 11 or more years schooling).

Purpose of study. To analyse relationships between social background characteristics

(religion, education ! and rural/urban residence); fertility rates; and relevant attitudes
and practices.

Source of datafprocedure. A cross-sectional sample of 901 Lebanese women. The pro-
cedure comprised: (i) interviews with all eligible women (i.e. those who were Lebanese
nationals, married onl, once, and married for over 5 years) within small areas (in Beirut
and two isolated villages) purposively selected to produce a sample representing all possible
combinations of the background variables; (ii) elimination of educated village couples
(either member having received an eiementary certificate) on the basis of their “ mar-
ginality ** to the main distribution of the sample—the remaining cases fcll into the three
categories of rural uneducated, city uneducated and city educated; (iii) information on
fertility rates, conception control and feelings about ideal family size, which was correlated
with social background data.

Findings

(i) Uneducated Moslem women from both rural and urban areas had high fertility rates
while the urban educated women had moderate rates; the uneducated rural Christian
women also had high fertility rates but both the uneducated and educated women from
uarban areas had low rates. (ji) Of 648 women, only 59 per cent would “ offer specific advice
to a close friend on family size’* — 90 per cent of educated city women expressed willing-
ness to do so (irrespective of religious affiliation) compzred with approximately 70 per cent
of uneducated city women and 30 per cent of village uneducated. Among those willing
to advise, however, the number of children suggested was not affected by educational
level. (iii) The likelihcod of inducing abortions and/or ever using any method of con-
ception control was considerably greater amorig educated women (the comparison
was possible only among city women due to lack of data on rural educated women.)

Conclusions

In the Lebanon, the western-oriented Christians tend to be considerably more advanced

in the transition from traditionalism to modernism than Moslems—it is this fact that
- accounts for the differential effect of education (and of residence) on fertility within the
two groups.

104. Carnoy, Martin. Education in Latin America: an empirical approach. In: Viewpoints
on education and social change in Latin America, Lawrence, University of Kansas Center of
Latin American Studies, 1965, (Occasional publications no. 5)

Country. Mexico. Date, 1962-63. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Primary through university,

1. A woman’s educational status being defined as the highest level of schooling attained cither by the
woman herself or by her husband.
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Source of datafprocedure. A non-random cross-sectioual sample of 4,000 urban male
wage-earners in three Mexican cities: Mexico City, Puebla and Monterrey. Fifty
establishments of work and all sectors of the urban economy were represented. Earnings
were analysed by age, educational attainment, city and industry where worker was °
employed and father’s occupation, and the private rate of return was computed for
various levels of schooling.

Findings

(i) Even small increascs in amount of schooling raised income considerably. For example,
the years of schooling (without other variables) in relation to the average monthly
earnings of 27-year-olds was: 0-2 years, 556 pesos; 3-5 years, 759 pesos; 6 years, 919
pesos; 7-9 years, 1,286 pesos; 10-12 years, 1,739 pesos. Among wage-earners having fin-
ished a given level of schooling, manipulation of the variable of father's occupation had no
significant effcct on the income stream. (ii) Private rate of return to educational expen-
ditures of students and their families was high at all levels of schooling, particularly the
last two primary grades:

Return per annum Investment in
% Years of schooling
21 2-4
49 5-6
36 7-8
17 9-11

Correction for effect of other variables indicated that the rate of return was not signifi-
cantly affected by variation in father’s occupation; however, additional correction for
industry and city worked in and whether studying while wor''ing did lower rates of
rzturn on both primary and secondary schooling.

Conclusions

Even taking into account income foregone, and the effects of certain variables such as
occupational choice, keeping a child in school is an excellent investment. It deserves to
be supported by, inter alia, making educational investment capital available to families
through long-term loans and subsidies.

105 (48). Consejo federal de inversiones. La desercidn escolar en la Argentina [Schoci
wastage in Argentina]. Buenos Aires, 1964.

See Antecedents entry for description of study.

It is suggested that persons who fail to complete the primary cycle not only cannct
continue their formal education, but are also unable to benefit from on-the-job training
which provides technical knowledge crucial to greater productivity. Such on-the-~job
training is obviously most necessary in the industrial sector; thus dropping out hag its
wnost powerful negative effect on the urban/industrial labour force.

106 (50). Kahl, Joseph A. The measurement of modernism: a study of values in Brazil and
Mexico. Austin, University of Texas Press, 1968.

Country. Brazil, Mexico.  Date. 1960 (Brazil); 1963 (Mexico).  Type of study. Ana-
lysis of field study data. :

Educational level. Primary, secondary and post-secondary.

Purpose of study. To clarify the process of transition from traditionalism to modernism.
Within this context, education is identified as a key-sorting mechanism in modern
societies and an intensive exploration is made of its relatiunships to other indicators of
socio-economic status and to various values and attitudes.

1. Camoy points out that the heaviest dropout in Latin American primary schools occurs during 3rd
and 4th years. It is interesting to note how much lower—relatively—the rate of return is for these years.
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Source of Jata. A non-longitudinal, cross-cultural study based upon: (i) questionnaires
(including =pecially developed value scales as well as standard questions) administered
to quota semples (see Procedure) comprising 740 Mexican workers and 627 Brazilian
workers; (ii) supplementary qualitative material derived from tape-recorded free inter-
views wi-h some 25 meut in each country.

Procedure. Place of residerice and occupational level were the principal criteria governing
the distribution of the samples within each country. (i) In order to represent two well
separated points on the traditionalism-modernism axis, two kinds of communities were
chosen—capital cities and provincial towns of 5,000-10,000 people. (ii) Witkin each
city or town, firms were selected to represent a wide range of enterprises (fron: small
office establishments to large, modern automobile plants). (iii) Within each establishment,
selection was confined to men aged 25-49, in order to concentrate on the peak years of
occupational career. (iv) Respondents were chosen to represent most grades of skill
aod income ! within both white-collar and non white-collar categories.

Fendings

(a) Education, income and occupation. (1) In both Brazil and Mexico, a linear relationship
was evident between education and income:

Education Educution and income ratios *

Brazl Mexico
Post-secondary 2.7 2.6
Complete secondary 2.3 2.2
Incomplete sccondary 2.1 2.0
Complcte primary 1.7 1.7
Incomplete primary 1.4 1.3

A further breakdown of income-education data by place of residence revealed some
variations. Of particular interest, in Brazilian provincial towns, there was no income
diffcrential between the incomplete and complete primary levels.

5
(ii) A close examination ¢f the education-occupation correlation indicated that the
relationship was most reliable at the extremes of the status hierarchy and considerably
less so in the middle. Thus among 172 Mexicans having complete secondary or some
post-secondary education, all but 31 were in white-rollar jobs; at the other end of the
scale, of 249 having only incomplete primary schooling, all but 10 vsere manual workers.
On the other hand occupational distribution was much wider among those at the middle
educational Jevels:

Occupar..:n s} group ?
C D E

Education A B F Total
Complete primary 40 57 8 28 22 4 159
Incomplete secondary 16 36 25 40 25 18 160

(iii) Data for both countries appeared to suggest that the full effect of education on
career only manifested itself over a period of time—and that its influence exceeded that
of on-the-job experience. The following shows the correlations of education, first job
and current job:

Brazil Mexico
Education and first 5 0.60 0.56
Education and curre .. occupation . 0.72 0.65
First job and current occupation 0.61 0.52

I. Pcasants and men at the very bottom and top of cducational and occupational hierarchy were
excluded as being too different n their ways of lifc to fit into the research design.

2. Monthly income cxpressed as a multiple of the average carnings of unskilled workers in provincial
towns.

3. A = unskilled or semi-skilled manual: B = skilled manual: C = foremen; D = clerks or salesmen;
E = supervisors with fewer than 5 subordinates: F « executives with morc than 5 subordinates.
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Half the men with primary education stasting work with white-coliar jobs ended up
in manual occupations; however, less than § per cent of thuse with secondary education
who started with white-collar jobs lost them.

(b) Education and political ideology. Political radicalism (here defined as emphasis on
socialism and nationalism) showed a negative and linear relationship to educational level
(correlation—0.25). Thus, in both countries, primary school men tended to be radical
and secondary school men conservative.

(c) Education and job and life satisfaction. Job satisfaction did not vary by broad educa-
tional strata {primary against secondary) but by income level within those strata. Low
income relative to educational attainment resulted in discontentment. Life satisfaction
(in Mexico only) was based on a scale which measured the extent to which a man felt
life had been good to him in comparison with others. It wae higher among men with
secondary education, with one significant exception: those in the lower-middle income
group scored lower on life satisfaction (2.4) than primary school men in the upper-
middle income group (2.7).

(d) Ideal family size by educational level (Maxico only). The relationship between the
number of years of education completed and the jdeal family size was as follows:
1-3 years—4.2; 4-.5—3.9; 6—3.8; 7-9—3.7; 10-11--3.4; 12-13—3 4.

(¢) Education and modernism. Correlation of * modernism ”’ scores—high modernism
manifested by activism (as opposed to fatalism), individualism, preference for urban
life, low stratification of life chances, low integration with relatives, etc.--and amount
of education pointed up the foliowing patterns. (i) In both countries, men who had
reached secondary school were characteristically modern in outlook—it made little
difference whether they had had partial secondary, complete secondary or post-secondary
schooling. (ii) Modernism increased with amount of education. However, the educational
ievel at which the sharpest upward difference occurred varied by the respondents resi-
dence. Among men in metropolitan are2s, the critical step was from incomplete to
complete primary schooling. In provincial areas, a comparable heightening of modzrnism
did not occur until the transition {from primary to secondary—thus reflecting the
relative tenacity of traditionalism in provincial regions.

107. Salas S., Irma; Saavedra E., Enrique. La educacidn en una comuna de Sémtiago [Educa-
tion in a commune of Santiago]. Primera parte: La comuna. Santiago de Chile, Universidad
de Chile, Instituto de educacidn, 1962.

Country. Chile. Date. 1958-ongoing. Type of study. Analysis of aggregate and
field study data.

Edi ational level. Primary through university.

Purpose of study. A four-part survey of the San Migue! district of Santiago aimed at
description, evaluation and eventual improvement of its education system.

Source of data. (i) Ministry of Education, National Bureau of Census and Statistics,
and Health Centres, etc.; (i) information collected from schools and through interviews
in San Miguel.

Findings

(i) The educational level of San Miguel was one of the lowest in metropolitan Santiago:
82 per cent of the population had only a primary school education or less; 19 per cent
had no schooling whatsoever. Associated with this educational deficiency was a generally
poor standard of living. (ii) The under-cducated labour force of San Miguel had only
limited access to metropolitan area jobs requiring higher levels of schooling; its members
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therefore tended to be heavily concenirated in occupations (such as industry and com-
merce) which made fewer cducational demands an<” were usually badly paid. (iii) Income
and education were directly related:

Years of Average monthly Percentage increase
schooling Im'gmc (base: $76.967)
None 16.967 —
1-3 22.330 32
4-6 28.112 66
7-9 34.136 101
10-12 68.185 302
13 4 86.300 409
Conclusions

The situation in San Miguel, then, was one of complex circular causation in which low
educational attainment led mainly to inferior jobs (mostly in secondary sector} vielding
low income; inadequate earnings resulted in poor living conditions which in turn were
not conducive to improving school persistence and performance. The destruction of
this vicious pattern could not be accomplished without a transformation of San Miguel's
education system.

108. Peru, Servicio del empleo y recursos humanos. Centro de investigaciones sociales
por muestro. Caracteristicas socioecondmicas de la poblacidn de la ciudad de Arequipa.
Vol. 1:.Encuesta de hogares [Socio-cconomic characteristics of the population of Arequipa.
Vol. I: Enquiry in the homes]. Lima, 1966.

Date. 1965.

Educational level. Primary through university.

Country. Peru. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.

Source of datajprocea:re. The entire metropolitan area of Arequipa was divided into
681 primary units containing approximately 50,000 dwellings. From these a random
sample was drawn in two stages (using a rate of selection of 1/80) yielding 637 dwellings
which comprised 1,817 percons over 12 years old. A questionnairs was successfully
administered to 82 per cent of the sample, i.c., 1,486 persons. Results were coded and
tabulated to produce a socio-economic profile of the population,

Findings

(a) Education and income. Results consistently indicated a strong and positive education-
income correlation,

Level of schooling Mcdian monthly inzome (in soles)
males females
None 750 300
Incomplete primary 850 300
Complete primary 1400 500
Incomplete secondary 1400 750
Complete secondary 2650 1850
Incomplere/complete higher 4350 1850

(b) Education and employment{unemployment. As level of education rose, incidence of
under-employment declined. No comparable relationship manifested itself between
education and unemployment. The rate of unemployment was as high among those

with both complete and incomplete secondary schooling as among persons with no
schooling at al:.

(¢) Education and emigration. Plans to emigrate from Arequipa were somewhat more
common among persons having more education.

1. These figures indicate that the person who drops out before completing the primary cycle can expect
little or no financial return on his education.
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(d) Education and occupational mobility. Occupational mobility (rated as high upward,
moderate upward, none, and downward) was calculated for 334 heads of household by
comparing their occupations with those of their fathers. Among those categorized as
having high upward and moderate upward mobility, the greatest percentage 740 and
72 rer cent respectively) had only primary schooling. This was interpreted as indicating
that a high leva of education was not a prerequisite for upward mobility.

(¢) Edncation and educational aspirations for children. The amount of education desired
for children, both male and female, increased directly with the cducational level attained
by the parent. However, educational aspirations for sons were consistently higher, irrespec-
tive of parent’s schooling.

() Satisfaction with amount of schooling possessed. Eduzation appeared to be highly
regarded among _ .ople in all educational groups with the great majority indicating 2
desire to have reached at least one level higher than they actually had. For instance:
(i) among those with no sch:.oling, not one reported satisfaction with his status—67 per
cent would like to have had primary and 33 per cent secondary cchooling?; (ii) among
persons with primary education, only 14 per cent were contented with thc amount of
education received and 53 per cent wished for sccondary and 20 per cent for higher
cducation; (iii) of those who had been to secondary school, 19 per cent felt satisfied,
26 per cent indicated a desire to have more secondary cducation and 55 per cent would
have liked to have higher education; (iv) 54 per cent of those who had had higher educa-

tion expressed themselves as satisfied, the rest would have preferred more higher educa-
tion.

i09. Shoup, Tarl S. The fiscal system of Venezuela. Baltimore, Johns Hopkins Press, 1959.
Country. Venezuela. Date. 1958-59. Tyrpe of study. Analysis of aggregate data.
Educational level. Sec below.

Source of data. Report of the Commission to Study the Fiscal System of Venezucla.
Findings
Rate of return to education in terms of individual carning power:

Level of education Aze period Average annual carninss
(Bolivars)
Iiliterate
Farm labourer { :gég :05((),8
Urban labourer { ég'ﬁ §;28
Primary school { gﬁi ;%
Sccondary school { ;gg_%, :§%
. 22.35 30.000
University { 36-50 45.000
51-65 58.000

110. Gadgil, D.R. Report of investigation into the problem of lapse into illiteracy in the
Satara District. In: Primary education in Satara District: report of two investigations.
Poona, Gokhale Inctituie of Politics and Economics, 1955.

Country. India. Date. 1941-43. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Primary (grades 2-4).

Purpose of study. To investigate the * durability of results ** of the primary school
system, as wneasured by retention of literacy among ex-pupils who tad been out of
school from 5 to 30 years.

1. Here. as_throughout much of the report. no distinction is made between the complete cycle and any
part thercof.
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Source of datafprocedure. (i) A preliminary list of former students who had left school
between 1911 and 1936 was drawn up from the registers of district schools. (i) Through
the assistance of local headmasters, 2,678 such persons were located. lnformation on
their school careers was collected from school registers and from the individuals them-
selves. (iii) Subjects were iested for literacy retention and classified as literate, semi-
literate or illiterate; their test performance was analysed in relation to amount of edu-
cation completed and other factors. !

Findings

The results indicated a strcng relationship between the tendency to lapse into illiteracy
(or semi-literacy) and the level of schooling received. Thus:

Educational level * Literate Semi-literate Hiiterate
at time of leaving school % % %
Primary 2 66.9 17.5 15.6
Primary 3 87.8 8.2 4,0
Primary 4 96.9 2.0 1.1
Primary 5 pass 99.6 04

Even more important than the extent of lapse into illiteracy and semi-literacy was the
pervasive non-use of skills regardless of educational level attained. ¥n the majority of
cases reading and writing habits were not developed, and thus, although there was no
actual lapse into illiteracy, the educational effort was just as effectively wasted.

Conclusions

At the least, completion of 4 years of education is necessary to ensure life-long retention
of literacy.

111 {64). Philippines. Bureau of Public Schools. Survey of dropouts in elementary schools,

a joint project of the National Economic Council and the Bureau of Public Schools. Manila,
nd.?*

See Antecedents entry for description ot study.
Findings

Of 16,183 dropouts who had been out of school from 1 to 4 years: 47 per cent were
employed at home; 34 per cent had no work of anykind; 11 per cent were self-employed;
8 per cent held regular jobs. The majority of the employed worked only on a part-time
basis, and the largest proportion were engaged in unskilled or blind-alley occupations;
©2 per cent received less than the lowest basic wage.

112. Schuman, Howard; Inkelcs, Alex; Smith, David H. Some social psychological effects

and non-effects of literacy in a new nation. Economic development and cultural change
(Chicago), vol. 15, no. 1, 1967.

Country. East Pakistan. Type of study. Analysis of field study data.
Educational level. Primary.

Purpose of study. To develop a more differentiated view of the way in which literacy is
associated—and not associated—with social psychological characteristics relevant to

participation in economic and political development “at the level of the common
man ”’,

1. Literacy defined as * ability to read printed matter with understanding: to writc matter dictated so
as to convey to a reader what had been dictated **. Semi-literacy defined as retention of reading skill only.
2. Understood as being in a giving level without having completed it—cxcept in the case of “ Primary
1V pass ** which means successful completion of the last year of the lower primary cycle.

3. Abstracted from summary in Bulletin of the Unesco Regional Office for Education in Asia (Bangkok), vol. I,
no. 2, March 1967.

FY NPT ISR FU PSP UTIIIRORE (R




110

Source of data. Lengthy structured interviews with 562 literate and illiterate males from
two samples: (i) 385 urban factory workers (all of rural origins) selected by modified
random sampling® from 46 factories providing a cross-section of industry in the country;
(i) 177 rural cultivators selected by modified quota method? from the same general
rural areas where the factory workers originated.

Procedure. During the interviews a questionnaire eliciting extensive psychological data
was administered to all the subjects; respondents claiming literacy were given a functional
literacy test on which they were scored from I tc 4 on their reading of a short newspaper-
level passage; the relationship of measured literacy to level of education was tested by
means of product-moment correlation ; question naire responses of literates and illiterates
were contrasted within each occupational setting (rural and urban-factory) in order to
separate the effects of literacy from those of occupational category and urbanization.

Findings .

(a) Literacy and educational level. Product-moment correlations between literacy ratings
and reported years of schooling were 0.82 in the rural sample and 0.85 in the factory
sample—indicating thereby that degree of literacy was almost identical with amc int of
primary education.

~ (b) Effects and non-effects of literacy. (i) Irrespective of occupational setting, literacy
was positively correlated (at 0.02 or 0.01 level) with: level of political identity, i.e. a
man’s ability to think of himself primarily as a member of the new political state (as a
Pakistani rather than as a man of village “x** or “y **); aspirations for post-high school
education for son; a man’s willingness to consider inncvation in agriculture, i.e. to
encourage his son to use new methods of cultivation. (ii) Literacy had a minimal effect
upon: respondents’ feelings as to * whether an increase in profits resulting from harder
work on their part would go mostly to themselves or mostly to others »’; willingness/
unwillingness to move 1,000 miles to West Pakistan for a Jjob that would double present
income; ability to recognize opinion-diversity among peers. (However, responses to
- each of these items did differ significantly by occupational setting) (iii) Literacy and
occupational setting had independent and approximately equal positive correlations
with: frequency of radio listening; ability to recognize a camera; the belief that man
will “ some day understand the causes of floods, droughts and epidemics **.* (iv) Neither
literacy nor occupational setting had any independent effect upon: attitudes toward
family planning; the belief that the more material possessions a man has, the happier
he is. It was only in conjunction (i.e. among urban litcrates) that these two variables
produced a significant (0.02 level) increase in receptivity to the idea of birth control
and a marked drop in materialism—this latter was completely unanticipated,

Conclusions

Literacy does not appear to completely pervade and shape a man’s entire view of the
world; its principal sphere of influence is the symbolic world of idias, information and
persuasion where vicarious and abstract experience is especially meaningful. Literacy
specifically, and education more generally, are most likely to change attitudes which
depend relatively little on an individuai’s concrete social situation.

1. Werkers of non-rural origins werc screened out and “ morc educated > men (having 4 to 8 years
schooling) were dehberately over-sampled.

2. Also over-representing the more cducated.
3. This fast being construcd as a response to technological change.
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