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ABSTRACT

This mont :-by-month calendar of suggested sensory
activities is intended to “e part of the science curriculum in
kindergarten and the prim:ry grades. It takes advantage of the
child's natural interest in ezamining the world around him. Lists of
natural and man-made objects approprizte to each schocol month are
divided accor-'ing to the sense to which they appeal mest. (KM)
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On Sensory Experiences

Sensory experiences were at one {ime both incidental and
accidentai activities of the early childhood program. Today, however,
as planned components of science, they are a distinct measure of
quality in the kindergarten-primary grades.

Children, of course, like to explore and examine., They want
to know about animals, plantz, energy as well as weight, taste, odor.
They are intensely interested in the manipulation of anything from the
natural world. Sensory activitics, either of short or long duration,
actual.y deal with many aspects of science and can be as inclusive as
teacher and children desire.

Although dimensions of sensory experiences are unlimited,
certain activities seem to appeal to many young children. Given the
opportunity, youngsters wili move quickly from one item of interest
to another,vworking briefly but intensely until they have explored
them all.

Sensory programs do need to allow for incidental contri-
butions but the basic program should be organized and not fragmentary.

As a beginning, the following list suggests selected monthly
activities that appeal to young children,

Charlotte G. Garman
Editor
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