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FOREWORD

Although there are over one hundred definitions o “a qifted
person” in use today the following definition will be used

throughout this publication:

A gifted student is one who possessss intellectual,
ereative, aesthetie, leadership or other qualities
S0 supertor to his peers that he requires an education
which is differert from that received by his peers.

In my experience as Consultant for the Gifted with the

Minnesota State Department of Educaticn, I have noted that
each of the problems cited in this publication has been of
deep concern to a substantial number of teachers and admin-

istrators.

Hopefully, the solutions suggested will serve as catalysts
for developing your own solutions for your qifted students

in your school.

Lorraine Hertz

U S. DEP/ RITMENT OF HEALTH,
EDUCL TION & WELFARE
OFFICE OF ENUCATION
THIS DOCUMENY HAS SEEN REPRO
DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIG
INATING IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPIN
IONS STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY
REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDU
CATION POSITION OR POLICY
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SECTION ONE
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PROBLE"

A gifted high school student wants to start colleae ins:ead of
completing his senior year.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

Encourage him to visit classes at a nearby colleqe if
possible.

If student is a junior encourage him to take a night school
class or attend summer school at a college if nossible.

If his parents agree to this step, make arrangements for
student to take college entrance tests and follow through.

It might be desirable for an alternative nlan to be
developed so that he can return to high school if his
initial college experiences are not satisfactory.

Be sure that the student and his family realize that he
cannot be qranted a high school diploma unless he meets
all requirements.




PROBLE™

A aifted student's creative thinking ability is far superior
to that of his classmates.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. The teacher could teach .he class how to do Creative

Problem Solving i then urae the class members to use
this approach in their work.

2. The student should be aiven many onportunities to develop
and implement his own ideas whenever nossible.

3. The student could be encouraqed to work with aroups of
students who are working on projects that stimulate
creative thinking.
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PROBLE™

A qifted student's creative writing ability is far sunerior to
that of his classmates.

(3]
.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

]

Provide many opportunities for student to write & ° ~s
he cculd substitute a creative writing assiam o
another one occasionally.

Initiate a class newspaper or maqazine project so that
those who enjoy creative writing could do extensive work
and have a finished nroject.

Arrangements might be made to start a school newsnaner or
magazine. It might he an after-school club.

If the student is not yet in high school, the high school
newspaper staff might consider his servina as a junior
reporter.

He miqht be encouraged to write a play to be presented
by his class.




PROBLE™

A qifted student's individual 1.0. reported by the psychologist

-
i:

™

nd he is attendi.q a school where the average 1.0, is
icw 100's.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

Give diagnostic reading and math tests to neln determine
at what qrade level he is ahle to function in those
subjects.

Study the results of the diagnostic tests and his emo-
tional and social maturity in order to decide if he
should do advanced work in certain subjects or if he
should be double-promoted or if there are opnortunities
for his assianed teacher to nrovide an apnr¢eriate
education for him.

Plan for the student to snend some time with a aroun of
children close to his mental ability in a non-araded
activity or club such as Junior freat Books.




PROBLEM

The gifted student purposely enrolls in "easy" courses in order
*o ensure A's,

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Encourage administration to aive areater weiahting to
the grades in honors courses. Students are concerned
with class rank and honor points when they are apnlying
to colleges.

2. Counsel with student about the imnortance of various
courses to their future nlans.

3. Urge administration to urge teachers of honors courses
to aive arades on the basis of achievement rather than
based on the curve. It may be nossible that all of the
students should earn A's or B8's.




PROBL™
A gifted student's achievement test scores are inconsistent
with his tested [.0.
POSSIBLE SOLUTINNS
1. Have student take another I.N. test to rule out error.
2. Compare his achievement test scores with nrevious ones

in order to decide whether to readminister the achieve-
ment tests.

3. Study the curriculum to determine whether there is
sufficient academic challenge for him to use his intel-
lectual ability.

4. Give him a chance to test out some of his classwork and
then nrovide a charice for him to do advanced work.




PROBLEM

A qifted student's math ability is superior to that of his
classmates.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Administer a diagnostic math test in order to determine
what nlacement would be most suitable. Care must be

:? taken that student is not required to do written work

4 that is beyond his ability.

iy 2. An opnortunity should be aiven to the student to test out
Nk of units or math courses so that he can nroaress in math

by taking advanced courses.

¥
:{ 3. In certain cases individualized math programs might be
used by this student.

4.;%Care~shou1d be taken that the student is not enrolled in
a mavh class that is not challenging to him.




PROBLEM

A gifted student attending a school with modular scheduling
appears to be wasting his free time.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Discuss the situation with the student and ask him to
keep a simple record of what he does in his free time.

2. Consult his teachers to find out how he is doinq. If
his assignments are too simple for his abilitv his
teachers micht be urged to assian him more anpronriate
things to do.

3. It may be what ohservers feel is wasted time is really
very important for his personal development.

4. He might be encouragqed to take an extra class during his
free time.




PROBLEM

A aifted student's reading ability is supberior to that of his
classmates.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Administer a diagnostic reading test in order to have
information on which to base a reading nlacement decision.

2. If student's social and emotional maturity are such that
he can gain from placement in a reading class with students
older than he, explore this possibility with administration
and the classroom teacher who will be jnvolved.

3. If classroom teacher has time it might be a aocod thing
to have student have his own reading class. The disad-
vantage of this is that the student misses the fun of
sharing his delight in readina with another child.

[$2]
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PROBLTM

A nifted student nas the abilitv tc read with an advanced class
but is not able to comnlete accompanyina written workbook
assignments.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Coordinate reading schedules between classroom teacher
and teacher who has his reading level aroup so that
student has his nhonics work with his classroom teacher
and his oral reading and discussion with advanced teacher.
He should not do any writina in a workbook until nrintino
or writing are easy for him.

2. If he is in ai-ades 4-6 his teacher might want to use the
Self-Managing Readina fGroup Plan (available from L. Hertz,
#638 Capitol Square, St. Paul, 55101) for a small qroup
of able readers.

3. Investigate the Junior Great Books proaram for qrades
3-9.




1

PROBLEM

A qifted student's science ability is superior to that of his
classmates.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Rive student many opportunities to conduct and desiqn
experiments that will orovide additional depth to his
understanding.

2. The student could benefit from designinag and imnlementing
a research studv in a scientific area in which he is
interested.

3. MNon-qraded science interest qrouns could be introduced
into the elementary school day or as an after-school
activity.

4. In the elementary school the student could be asked to
desian and conduct experiments for his class and for
other classes, nreferably with the coopmeration of other
students.
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PROBLE

A qifted student's ability to comprehend and use social studies
concepts is sunerior to his classmates.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Have students take unit test before beqinning the unit
to determine what activities he will work on. It's
nossible that he could spend his time on creative or
research nrojects rather than the standard curriculum
for the unit.

2. Many alternative assiqmnments should be provided for the
class includina some which are extremely challenqging.

3. A group of students might benefit from nlanning their
. own activities,




PROBLEM

A qifted student's spelling ability is far superior to that
of his classmaies.

PUSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

I. fGive him a chance to test out of spelling tests. ONne way
might be to dictate the words for the coming two or more

weeks and then requirina him to work only on the words he
missed.

2. A group of able spellers could dictate to each other and
learn how to administer their own spellinq nroqram.

3. If he consistently makes no or few spelling errors, his
spelling period might well be used for different activities.
These activities should be jointly nlanned by the student
and his teacher.
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PROBLEM

A qifted student has transferred in from a school where his
education was at a much higher intellectual level than the
one now heinq offered to his chronoloaical neers.

POSSIBLE SNLUTINNS

1. Compnare his achievement test res<ults from his old school
with those of his nresent classmates and with those in
the next hiaher aqrade.

2. Use the results of the study in 1. ({above) and an analysis
of his social and emotional maturity and his narents'
wishes to decide on an appronriate grade nlacement.

3. If the student is to remain with his chronoloaical neers
make every effort for him te have some of his classwork
with students who are at his academic level (whether or
not they are in his room or in an advanced arade.)
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PROBLEM™

aifted student does not comnlete his assinnments.

POSSIBLE SOLUTINHS

Re-examine his assignments in liaht of the evidence vou
have of his mental ability in the subject. If the assian-
ments are not challenqging for him aive him some that are.

Perhaps his assianments should be shorter in lenath until
he has learned to complete what is assianed.

A qroup of students could work on a plan of alternative
assiqgnments. It might be wise to have him on this
commi ttee.

Ask student for progress renorts on lona-ranae assianments.

Offer to help student when he aets boaaed down on his
assianments.
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! PROBLE™

} The aifted student completes his assiqnments cuickly and then
often disturbs his classmates while he waits for them to finish.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Re-examine student's assianments to see if they can be

made more challenging. Be careful not to aive him addi-
| tional work, just somethina instead that is more annro-
nriate for him.

rY

If possible try to inciude other students in some of his
specially designed assianments.

3. Give student an opvortunity to test out of some required
work. He might be better off studving a different
subject or enrollin- in a different course.

e Koane

4. Work with the studer: to nlan a nroiject he can work on
in his spare time.

(8]
.
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y PROBLEM

The qifted student, sometimes because he hurries to be the
first one finished, does .1is work in a careless and slonpy
fashion.

PGSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Discuss the problem with the student and jointly set up
standards of work that will be acceptable.

2. If there are others whose work is careless involve them
in a joint setting of standards. Be consistent in
accenting only what meets the standards you jointly have 2
set. ’

3. Find ways to recognize the carefully done work (by nuttinq
on bulletin boards, printina for distribution, etc.) and
ignoring the work that is completed first unless it is
according to standard.

4. If he hurries to be the first one finished, try to find
ways to build his self-concent so that he won't need this
type of recognition.

(6]
.
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PROBLEM

The qifted student refuses to work on drill activities which
he feeis h2 doces nct need, e.q. handwriting, arithmetic facts.
POSSIBLL SOLUTIONS
1. Provide samples of hiagh quaii.y work in his needed drill

area for him to compare with his own work.

2. Jointly set up a standard which, when he achieves it, will
sianify that further drill will not be needed.

‘F . AZ

3. Give him options as to when he can work on his drill
activities. He may prefer to do the nractice at home
rather than miss interesting activities at school.
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PROBLE"

The qifted student has extremely hiah standards of perfection
and spends an inappropriate amount of time on his assianments.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Discuss the problem with him and jointly set up a scale
of anpropriate times to spend on assiqnments. Ask him
to record the time spent on each assianment. Use this
as the basis for vour joint evaluation of his work.

2. Through the use of a variety of activities, planned by
you so that he will be successful, try to develon his
self-concept so that his secure eqo will allow him to be
less than nerfect sometimes.

3. Discuss this matter with his narents and encourage them
to heln him to feel more secure.




PRNBLEM

The gifted student refuses to do in-deoth work, nreferring the
assianments which are extremely simnle.

POSSIBLE SOLUTINNS
1. Ask him to serve on a conmittee to nlan ontional assign-

ments. Include on the committee class members who are
creative and enjoy- challenging work.

2. Arrange group assianments and include him in a qroun of
students who get satisfaction from in-depth study.

3. Occasionally qgive simnle assignments.

4. MWork with a committee with him as a member to set up
standards for types of assianments.
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PROBLEM

The gifted student enthusiastically volunteers for many
projects but does not complete them.

10.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

Set up a time when a project is to be completed.
Help him plan a project that can be comnleted rather easily.

Monitor (or set up a monitoring system) nroqress on the
project.

Encouraqge informal progress reports.
Reinforce completion of each project.

Do not accept his offer to start another project until
each nrevious one is comnleted.

Offer to help toward the end of the nroject if he is
boaged down.

Speak to his parents about the necessitv for comnleting
activities at home.
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PROBLEM

The qifted student acts in a bellinerent fashion when he
does not net his own way.

POSSIBLE SOLUTINNS

1. Speak to him about the necessity for all students to have
chances for their ideas to be used.

2. Discuss a system of tallying with him in order to demon-
strate how often he acts in a belligerent fashion.

3. Make sure that the student understands which of his
actions reveal his demands for his own way.




PROBLEM

The aifted student acts in a super-sophisticated manner,
seeminaly daring his teachers to just trv to teach him some-
thing.

POSSIBLE SGLUTIONS
1. Enlist the help of this student and others to nlan a

unit and share in the teaching of it. (He may very well
have some very useful ideas.)

~o

Re-examine the curriculum to see if his classes are
sufficiently challengina for him.

3. He should be qiven chances to test out of various units
and aiven aporonriate alternate assianments.

23
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PROBLFM
A aifted student does not like to have his readina lessons
with children in an advanced arade.
| POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Find out from the child what aspect of the lesson he does

| not like and investiqate modification of the lesson if
feasible.

2. Investigate nossibility of his having his reading lesson
with another aroup working at his reading level.

~ 3. It may be necessary for the :4ild to do individualized
‘ ., reading in own room.




PROBLEM

The aifted student polarizes the class through socially
destructive methods.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Design opportunities for the student to aain social
aoproval from his classmates.

2. Teach the class the Creative Problem Solving nrocess and
then make use of it whenever a controversy comes up in
the class. The student might be helped to learn how to
conduct the Creative Problem Solvina sessions and thus
change his nolarizing attitude to a coonerative attitude.

3. Re-examine the student's educational proaram in order to

decide if it is sufficiently challengina. If not, make
appropriate chanaes.




PROBLEM

The aifted student refuses to do an assignment unless he will
receive a qrade for it. In some cases he miqht do the assian-
ment but in a very careless, haphazard fashion.

(&2
.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIOMS

Hold a class discussion about arades: whv they are
necessary, when they are needed and when they are not
needed.

Consider using various methods of evaluation other than
qrades. Perhaps comments will be more satisfactory.

Discuss the problem with the student and ask for his
ideas for evaluating assianments.
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PROBLEM

A gifted student refuses to narticinate in community activities.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Ask him to be a member of a planning committee whose job
it is to work with community nrojects.

2. The student has the right to choose his extra-curricular
activities and in many cases his decisions skould be
respected.

3. The student r.jht be encouraged to find out who the
communi ty agency serves, how, and why.
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PROBLE*

A aifted student acts much less mature than his classmates
hecause he is a vear younger than they.

-

POSSICLE SOLUTIN'S

1. Study his achievement test results with those of his
classmates to see if he has some areas in which he needs
heln to bring him to the level of “is class.

2. If his achievement is sunerior to his colleaques reduce
his assianments if he anpears to be tense about them.

3. Excuse him from social responsibilities that miaht be more
than he can easily handle.

4. If his oroblem is severe it miqht be suqaested that he
work with a school counselor and nerhans desian a nroqram
where he will take two years to do a year's work and
thus re-enter his chronoloaical aqe aroun.

[0
.




PROBLE™

Tne student prefers solitary activities to those which involve
other students.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

Observe student in an attempt to discover if his desire
for solitary activities is caused by morbid withdrawal
(fear of participating with others because he might not
succeed) or healthy solitude (when he nrefers a solitary
activity to aroup participation).

If his withdrawal appears to be due to fear, consult with
nsychologist and counselor for careful testina and
recommendations.

It is important that the student be given obportunities
to succeed in aroup experiences. Plans should bhe care-
fully made so that the students he works with are very
supnortive and that the tonic is one in which he has some
expertise.

Use a socioaram to heln you decide on a student with whom
he can be naired for certain activities.

Encourage him to continue with some of his solitary
activities. lork toward a healthy balance.
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PROBLEY
The qifted student acts in an arroaant manner toward his
classmates.
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Discuss this problem with him in an attemnt to help him
realize what he is doina and how he is causing his
classmates to be unhanny.

2. Discuss this nroblem with his parents in order to aain
their cooperation.

3. Provide many opportunitics for' manv members of class to
receive recoanition.

4. Program him with other qifted children so he can realize
that he is not the only able student in the school.
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PROBLEM

The aifted student often misses school through feianing jllness.

POSSIBLE SNLUTINMS

1. Discuss this problem with his narents in order to be
sure that his illnesses are not actual. It miaht be
necessary for him to have a complete physical examination.

2. Try to find out why he nrefers to miss school and design
a plan for remedying the problem. He may need help in
completing his assianments if unfinished assignments are
the cause.

[#%)

Encourage student to help plan activities which will be
held in the classes.

4. It might be necessary to counsel his parents so that they
will not allow him to stay home without aood reason.

(@3]
.
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PROBLEM
The aifted student is so anxious to nlease and to be nerfect
that he shows many sians of nervousness.
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
1. Provide many opportunities for student to earn your

approval and also the apnroval of the class other than
signs of perfect work.

2. Cut down on his assiqnments so that he will feel less
pressure to be nerfect.

3. Schedule him into some "nurely for fun" activities with
a few easy-aoina students.

A. Discuss this problem with his rarents and urae them to
accent less than nerfect behavior.




PROBLE™

The aifted student acts as the class jester and spends much
enerqy aetting his classmates to nay attention to him.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

Provide many opportunities for him to aain recoanition
from his class members for nositive activities. He could
be a leader in a aroup, be on a nlanning committee for a
party, etc.

Discuss the problem with the student and help him to
realize that his actina as the buffoon in the class
prevents many of his classmates from aettina to know
his many fine qualities.

Encouraae him to use some of his abilities to nroduce
something special such as a provocative newsnaner article,
a pboem or an artistic project.
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PRNBLEM

The aifted student refuses to heln classmates with their
assianments.

POSSIBLE SOLUTINNS

1. Determine why student does not want to help his classmate.

2. If his reason is important to him it miaht be wise not
to nursue this demand on his time.
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PROBLEM

A qifted student is withdrawing from physical education
activities because he does so noorlv in them.

POSSIBLE SOLUTINNS

1. Work out an exchange proqram with a teacher in the arade
beneath yours where a few of vour less able nhy.ed. stu-
dents will have their phy.ed. with the younger children
and an equal number of the younaer children will join
your class.

2. Divide your students into nhy.ed. squads occasionally
according to physical ability so that they nractice on
needed skills.

3. Try to avoid competitive games for a time until the
student has reqained his confidence.

4. FEncourage his family to find out-of-school satisfyina
physical activities for him.

5.

6.
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PROBLEM

The student possesses leadershin abilities so superior to his
classmates that he is so often chosen to be the leader in school
activities that others do not have a chance.

POSSIBLE SNLUTINMS
1. Work out a schedule and make assinnments of all students

to nositions of leadershin.

2. Work out a system of revolving phy.ed. squad cantains.
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PROBLEM

A qifted student s ridiculed by his classmates for being
smart.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

Carefully observe his classroom behavior to determine what
he does that causes the ridicule.

Meet with the student to discuss your findings with him.

It may be necessary to have a class meeting to discuss a
nroblem. It might be wise to disquise the problem so that
he will not receive additional ridicule.

Provide opportunities for the student to work with groups
of students who have similar mental ability, even though
it might mean leaving his classroom for short nerjods.




PROBLE!

The aifted student brings contraband items to school to net
his classmates' attention.

POSSIBLE SGLUTINNS

1. 'eet with the student and see if he can determine the
reasons why specific items are contraband.

2. Design a number of nrojects or activities for the student

so that he can aain the social annroval of his classmates.

3. If the problem nersists, confer with his narents and plan
some joint action.
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PROBLEM

A qifted student is known to be qiving away dollars to encourage
friendships and also often takes things.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Observe the student and gqather data to be sure that you
have accurate information.

2. Design some experiences so that the student will receive
social approval from his classmates.

3. Discuss this probiem with a counselor, nsychologist, his
last year's teacher, the princinal and others knowledgeable
in this area and design a nlan to solve his nroble:.




PROBLE!
A gifted student has emotional nroblems of such severity that
he is unable to function in his reqular class.
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Discuss matter with school counselor, nrincinal, psychol-

0gist, or other people knowledaeable in this area and
follow their advice.
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PROBLEM

A qifted student is so hyperactive that neither he nor his
classmates can function well in class.

™~
.

5.

6.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

Niscuss the problem with his former teacher, the principal,
psychologist, his parents and others who can heln you
desian a program to help alleviate the nroblem.

A possibility to consider might be operant conditioning
wherein he receives a reward for every veriod of non-
disturbance.

He might require a shorter school dav with a qradual
increase in time at school.

His assignments should be examined so that adjustments
can be made where necessary.




42

PROBLEM

/; The aifted student tries to mononolize class discussions.

POSSIBLE SOLUTINNS

1. Hold a number of lessons on class discussions. Stress
the necessitv for allowing all to particinate.

2. Ask the class to decide on how many comments should be
the maximum for one person per session.

3. Whenever a student exceeds the maximum he should be
asked to step out of that particular discussion.

4. Offer students many opportunities to hold small qroup
discussions.




PROBLEM

The qifted student uses his verbal ability to araue with the
teacher and his cla~smates.

POSSIBLE SOLUTINNS

Teach class the rules for debating.

2. Whenever student initiates an arqument record nis point
of view, ask for a volunteer to take the onnosite noint
of view and schedule a debate. Insist that the debaters

prepare carefully for the debate. Give them sufficient
time for preparation.

3. Hold the debate in class. Ask a well-aqualified nerson
to judae the debate.
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PROBLEM

The qifted student reads at his desk instead of payina atten-
tion to class activities.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Study the class activities in order to decide if they are
interestina and challenqing to a qifted student.

2. It might be a wise choice for him to be excused from
paying attention to a lesson too simple for him,
Perhaps he should be excused from t“e room during these
activities.

3. Make arranaements for him to participate in challenqing
classroom activities.
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PROBLEM
The gifted student nretends he does not know somethina or does
poorly on written work in order to aain the respect of his
classmates .
POSSIBLE SNLUTINNS
1. Desian exneriences for the student so he can aain the

social approval of his classmates.

2. Be careful not to praise him for his mental abilityv in
front of the class.

3. Arrange for him to have some short term or lona term
classes with students with mental ability similar to his.
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PROBLEM

The gi€ted student nossesses advanced knowledae of a school
related subject bul refuses to qive a renort to the class.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

—

Ask him if there is another way that he would enjov
sharina his knowladge with the class.

2. Student has the right to choose not to aive an extra
renort.

3. Perhans the student miaht like to substitute his interest
report for a required assiqnment.




PROBLEM

A qifted student's attitude in school is one of qeneral
boredom,

POSSIBLE SNLUTIONS

1. Carefully examine student's daily schedule and compare
it with achievement and intelligence testina results to
decide if he needs more challenaina work.

2. Invite student to test out of various units (and perhaps
some classes) to ensure that his studies are not too
simnle for him.

3. If you find that his classwork is anpronriate for his
mental level then nive onen-ended assiqnments.

4. Ask student to be a member of a committee to nlan
assiqgnments for a unit.




SECTION FOUR

PARENTAL PROBLEMS

OF

GIFTED STUDENTS
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PRNBLEM

The qifted student has parents who show no interest in their
child's schoolwork or activities.

POSSIBLE SNLUTIMNS

1. In a conference with the narents emnhasize how few neople
are born with their child's intellectual ability. Without
mentionina his actual 1.0. one could sav somethina like
this:

“Only one person in one hundred has a mental ability
like your child's.” (1.n. of 136) This Table may
be interesting to vou.

The child whose is equalled or
10 is: excelled by:
160 ........... 1 out of 10,070
15 ........... 3 out of 1n,000
152 ..., 8 out of 10,100
148 ........... 2 out of 1,700
144 .., ......... 4 out of 1,N0N
140 ........... 7 out of 1,000
130 ...oaa.s., 2 out of 100
125 ..., 6 out of 17
40 11 out of 199

2. Heln the parents to see that a nift like their child's
must be nurtured and encouraaqed.
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PROBLEM

The aifted student has parents who aive him an inordinate
number of chores at home making it difficult for him to com-
nlete his homework. Sometimes he may be forced to miss
school due to babysitting resnonsibilities.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Please refer to page 48 for infcrmation that should be
useful in explainina the great qift that their child
possesses. He must have a steady, thorouah education
in order to build a strona foundation for his future.

2. Try to help the parents to realize that time for him to
comnlete his homework and nerfect school attendance must
not be denied to their children.

49
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PROBLEM

The aifted student has parents who are anti-intellectual and
are anxious that their child aet a job as soon as nossible.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Please refer to page 48 on a suqgestion to heln the
parents understand their child's abilitv.

2. Help the parents to undsrstand that a thorouah education
including college may weil heln him to succeed in an -
extremely desirable k'nd of work.

3. Discuss this matter with the student and nive him some
ideas on how he can use his interests in a lifetime
occunation.




PROBLEM

The aifted student has parents who are not satisfied with
anything their child does that is not perfect.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Discuss this problem with the parents and heln them to
understand that extremely hiagh demands on anyone often
can make the person unable to function in a healthy man-
ner. A aifted child usually wants to do well, he enjoys
a challenge because he has succeeded in the past. He
needs a supporting, complimentary environment. Even
though he may not be perfect in everythina he still is
a most worthwhile nerson.

2. It might be advisable to work out a nlan with the parents
so they can conscientiously find ways to honestly accept
their child's less than perfect achievements,

o "N o A
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PROBLEM

The qifted chily has parents who do not conscientiously follow
an adequate ontical, dental and nhvsical care reqime for
their child.

POSSIBLE SNLUTIONS

1. In a narent qroup conference stress the vital part that
adequate sleen and breakfasts play in a nroductive school
experience.

2. Teach a health unit if possible and as part of it ask
the children to keep exact records of their hours of
sleep and breakfast menus. This could well be followed
up with a general report to parents about the results.
(A class newspaper report miaht be less threatening to
the parents than a letter from the teacher.

If you have evidence that the student's parents are
deficient in their health care it miqght be wise to ask
the school nurse to meet with the parents.

52
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PROBLEM

The qifted student has narents who do not demand that their
child be responsible for comnleting tasks.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. 1In a parent conference help the parents to realize how
vitally imnortant it is that their child learn to be a
responsible worker. Perhans you and they can design a
cooperative plan of simple rewards (probably oral rather
than material) for each comnleted task. It probably
would be wise to assiqn a minimum of tasks at first
with gradual increase as the program becomes successful.
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PRNBLEM

A aifted student has parents who have babied him to such an
extent that his inability to do a number of simnle tasks has
caused his classmates to lauah at him.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Discuss this matter with his parents and help them to
develop a plan for encouraaing their child to be inde-
pendent of them. Stress the imnortance of their being
absolutely consistent.

2. Find opportunities to quietly reward (by ook or word)
every sign of his indenendence that you observe in
school.




PROBLEM

A qifted student has siblings whose ability is superior to
his and this fact is often discussed at Pome. The reverse
situation where his ability is superior to his siblinas is
also a problem.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. In a conference with the parents stress the harm that
could be inadvertently done by nraising one child. It
is very difficult for a child to qrow un feeling he is
either superior or inferior to his siblings. It qets
in the way of developing a loving relationshin within a
family. It is most helpful if parents can realize that
each child has a number of fine qualities and that it
is most unfair (and destructive) to in any way compare
these qualities.




PROBLEM

A nifted student has a family situation where he has almost
no contact with his father and his mother dominates his
experiences at home.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Try to arrange for student to have nositive educational

and recreational exneriences with men on the staff.
‘ Perhaps he could have one or more lessons per week with
a group of children in one of the male teacher's rooms.

3 2. If the father is in the home try to encouraae him to
have some special reqular activity with his son.

3. Encourage the student to participate in community
activities where he would come in contact with men and
boys.
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PROBLFM

A qifted student has parents who want school to be more open
and follow a "free school" nhilosonhy.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Encourage the parents to do an extensive study of neigh-
boring free schools and to spend as much time as possible
observing the schools. It often is advisable to spend a
whole school day followina a child and keeping a record
of everything he does durina the day. Then invite the
narent to do the same thing at their student's school.

2. After they have qained a qreat deal of data, trv to visit
the school they recommend vourself.

3. Discuss with your principal the nossibility of incorpo-
rating some aspects of the "free school" into your school.
Perhans a one hour "free choice” period ner week could
be tried or some other adjustment.




PROBLEM
The qifted student has parents who have catered to their

child's mental aift to such an extent that he has an arroaant
attitude toward others.

POSSIBLE SNLUTIONS

Discuss this matter with the parents and help them to
understand that their child's qifts are imnortant only

if he is able to make wise use of them. If he antagonizes
other people he will be nrevented from havina the hapoy
Tife which often is the very foundation for success.




PRNRLEM

The qifted student has narents who nressure the school to
double-promote their child.

i POSSIBLE SOLUTINNS
l 1. Carefully study test results, and evidence of social
)

and emotional maturity of the student.

2. Discuss the matter with the princinal, school nsychologist,
counselor, and other experts in this area.

all alder than he?

4, Share this accumulation of information with the parents.
It miqht be the best solution for him to be double-
promoted. If there is some doubt it mioht be a aood idea
to table the question for 6 months or a vear and then
open it up for further discussion.

5. An important factor to remember is that many children
do very well being a year younger when they are in ele-
mentary school but the junior and senior hiqh years are
filled with agony because they are too immature. It is
also very difficult to gracefully have them repeat a vear.

'
'
3. Find out something about the child's friends. Are they
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PROBLEM

The gifted student has parents who usually find fault with the
school and share their observations with their child.

POSSIBLE SOLUTINNS

1. In a conference with the narents onenly discuss their
concerns about the school. Try to make chanaes whenever
possible. Stress the need for tne student to respect
the school in order for him to care about his present
and future education.

2. Follow un on the narents' suqgestions for imnrovement
whenever feasible. It is very possible that the parents
have some justified complaints.




PROBLEM
The qifted student has narents who are so anxious for him to

be nopular that he is prevented from doina what he nrefers in
his free time.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

In a conference with the parents stress the values of a
fine intellect, of the needs the student has to pursue
his intellectual interests. Dr. Abraham Maslow's con-
cent of a self-actualized person stresses that he
probably has one or two close friends and has no need to
be “popular”. The student's nersonal needs and desires
should be respected as much as possible,




PROBLEM

The student has narents who are pressurina him to achieve to
a deqree which anpears to be beyond his ability.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Discuss his achievement test results and your expectations
for the student with the parents. Emphasize his strona
points and try to a’leviate their anxiety.

2. It may be possible to qroup the student with others of
similar ability for some work so that he can receive
some hiqh arades.

r A
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INTELLECTUAL AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS

0OF

GROUPS OF GIFTED STUDENTS
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PROBLEM

A group of aifted students in the class are far superior
intellectually to their classmates.

} POSSIBLE SOLUTIMMS

L 1. Study achievement test results of these students and
: administer reading and math diaanostic tests to them.
|

2. Work with this data to design some aroun classes in the
areas in which they are most advanced.

3. Provide nroner instructional materials at a level which
will be challenqing to them.

4. Provide many opportunities (perhaps science, social
studies, art, music, and phy.ed.) where they will be
in classes with all their classmates.
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PROBLEM
A small group of qifted students have readinq ability which
is sunerior to that of their classmates.
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
1. If this occurs in qrades 4 to 6 follow the "Self-Manaqing

Reading Group" plan which can be obtained from L. Hertz,
#638, Capitol Square, St. Paul 55101,

2. Encourage the P.T.A. to hold a training session for
Junior Great Books volunteer leaders and offer the course
in school.

3. Desiqn a readinqg class for this aroup,




PROBLEM

A small aroup of aifted students nossess creative uriting
ability that is superior to their ciassmates.

POSSIBLF SALUTIONS

1. *eet with these students to jointly nlan an activitv
embodyina creative writina that they w11 enioy. Do
thev want to start a newspaner, a magazine, a noetry
book, a book of short stories, write and nroduce a nlay,
an operetta, etc?

2. Help them to set up a time schedule and resnonsibilities.

3. Cooperate with the aroup by makinq arranaements for
publication of their nroduct. Sometimes narents are
hanny to do the typina.

A, They miqght be excused from lannuane lessons in areas
they have already mastered.
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PROBLF"
N small aroup of oifted students nossess spelling ability
which is superior to that of their classmates.
POSSIBLE SOLUTINNS
1. Call the aroup together and ask them to helo nlan their

snellina aroup activities.

2. They might choose to do two or three weeks' snelling
words in one week. They might choose words to study
instead of those they already know.

3. See that their plans are carefully worked out and help
them to carefully carry them out.

A6
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PROBLEM

A small group of gifted students have qgiven evidence that -
their thinking is much more creative than their classmates.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Teach them the Creative Problem Solvina Process which
can be obtained from L. Hertz, #638, Capitol Sguare,
St. Paul 55101, and encouraqe them to use this to solve
various problems they identify.

2. Encourage them to teach the total class the Creative
Problem Solving Process.

3. Encourage all members of the class to do creative
thinking.




PROBLEM

A small aroup of aifted students nossess math ability whiczh
is superior to that of their classmates.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Administer an appronriate math diagnostic test to these
students.

2. Study math achievement test scores of these students
along with their diagnostic math test results.

3. Design a math curriculum for this aroup of students which
will be appropriate for their ability. It might be
necessary for them to have learning materials different
from those usually taught in your arade so discuss this
matter with the princinal.
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PROBLEM
A group of gifted students is registered in an independent

study course and the students are completing their work
hurriedly and carelessly.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

—
.

Call the grrup together and jointly set standards for
the course. It is important that they realize that
Independent Study is reserved only for those who are
willing to maintain the standards.

2. Periodic scheduled conferences should be held with each
i student in order to monitor and evaluate his progress.
At these times it might be wise to make some changes in
the overall plan.

-
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PROBLEM

A small qroup of aqifted students has develoned a disdainful
attitude toward their less capable classmates.

POSSI1BLE SOLUTIONS

1. Schedule a number of discussion sessions with these
students in order to help them to become more sensitive
to the needs of all people.

2. An important aspect of these sessions would be to help
them to realize that they did not earn their ability,
that they just happened to receive some aifts. A crucial
question for them to face is, "How do they nronose to
use their ability?"




PROBLEMS

A small aroup of aifted students mononolize classroom
discussions.

POSSIBLE SOLUTINNS

1. Please see page 42 which has sugaestions for one-person
discussion monopolizers.

2. Have small aroup discussions. If all of the usual
monopolizers make up a aroun they might quickly realize

how difficult it is to have neopnle mononolize discussions.

After a few of these sessions this qroun miaht be willina
to set some standards for discussions.

3. Another benefit of having the usual monopolizers in one
group is that other aroups will beqin to develon more
discussants.

n




PROBLEM

A group of parents of qgifted children s nressuring the
school district to start an "open" or "free school."

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

1. Please see nage 57 and adant ideas for an individual
parent's interest in a "free school" to this nroblem.

.Y
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PROBLEM

A number of qifted students have joined forces and are
deliberately becoming disruntive in class.

POSSIBLE SOLUTINNS

1. Re-examine the types of assianments these students are
given and compare their test results with their school
experiences. s their work challenging enough? Are
they able to do the investiqative, in-depth kind o
orojects in which they would be interested? Is the work
so dull and boring to them that their disruptive activ-
ities are qivina them the excitement they crave?

2. Incorporate this qroup of s*-udents in a pianning meeting
so they can develon some nrajects in which thev can use
their crzative enerqy.

3. If the curriculum adjustm:nts are not necessary or
successful it might be necessary to meet with them to
reset standards for classroom behavior.

-
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PROBLEM

Solutions to a qifted student's school problems involve the
cooperation of other teachers. This cooperation is not
forthcominag.

6.

POSSIBLE SOLUTINNS

Ask the nrincipal for suagestions on how to obtain the
teachers' cooneration.

Ask the other teachers if they have some suqdestions
which you might use instead.

Develon other solutions which 4o not involve other teachers.

Develop other solutions which invoive teachers who are
more receptive to the plan.
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PROBLE™

A number of nossible solutions to nroblems recognized in
teaching have been submitted to the administration but no
action is forthcoming.

POSSIBLE SNLUTIONS

1. Ask for a ccnference with the administration in order
to nrovide a rationale and clarify the suaaested solutions.

Ask the administration if there are any asnects of the
solutions which they feel should be eliminated or
redesiqned.

Solicit other nossible solutions to the nroblem from
the administration.

Identify models of programs similar to suoaested sclu-
tions so they can be visited.
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PROBLEM

A aifted student's needs have been diagnosed and a number of
possible adjustments in his program have been made to the
administration but approval of any one adjustment has not
been given.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

. 1. Ask for a conferance with the administration to provide
a rationale and clarify the suaqested adjustments.

2. Discuss the problem with the school counselor, social
worker and/or psycholoqist for innut in order to redesign
the suqgested adjustment.

(¥ ]
.

If the counselsr, social worker and/or psycholoaist
approve of the suggested adjustments, ask them to relay
their support to the administration.

4. If the administration refuses *o accept all of the
suggestions, ask for their help in developing some
other ideas.
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PROBLEM

The teachers and administration aporove of a suadgqested solu-
tion to a nroblem recognized in a qifted student (or a group
of aifted students) but the superintendent does not sunport

the plan.

POSSIBLE SNLUTINNS

1. Use a different approach in presenting the proposal
to the supmerintendent.

2. Ask the principal to discuss the nroposal with the
superintendent and find out if he has a nlan that could
be substituted.

3. Develop some alternative proposals to submit tc the
superintendent.




