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ABSTRACT

The principles of Benjamin Bloom's “Taxonomy of
Education Objectives" for the cognitive domain are followed in the
development of this independent study unit. The sequence uses the
Egyptian Rossetta Ston= 'as the common knowledge base and illustrates
how the six principles of the taxonomy of the cognitive domain can be
applied to the design of a study unit which 1ncorporates all levels
of the taxonomy. (Author/SHM) .
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"What does a student do who 'really understands' which he dees not
‘do when he does not understand?" This is the classic guestion posed by

Benjamin Bloom et al on the very first page of the Taxonomr of Educational

Ob,jec'c.ives.1 The amuthors of the "ta.:-:c_monw" developed a system of classifi-
cation of educational objectives in the cognitive area (remembering and
recalling knowledge, intéllectual abilities and skills for dealing with
materia.ls and problems). The classes of the taxonomy are sequential
(rather than arbitrary), hierarchical (from simplest behavior to the

most complex), and cumulative (each class is unigue but makes use of and

is built on the behaviors found in the preceeding classes)‘. Sii major
classes were established: (l) knowledge (i.e. remembering and recalling),
(2) comprehension, (3) epplication, (4) analysis, (5) synthesis, (6) evalua-
tion; and each major class and sub-class wvas dgfined so as to make clear the
specific behavior appropriate to each ca.tegory.

The taxcnon.'.y Tor tht cognitive domain can be a valuable aid Lo teau'uu-rs‘
developing indeprendent study units in the social studies. Materials can be
prepared that allow students to range through all the leveis of cognitive
thought as they pursue a varticuvlar topic. The following sequence, vhich
uses ‘the "Rosetta Stone" as the common knowledge base, is an attempt to
illustrate how the principles of the taxonomy of the cognitive domain can
be applied to the design of a "mini-independent study unit" that ranges

through ell levels of the texonomy.

1Ben,ja:mi_n Bloom et al, Texoncnw of Educational Objectives, The Classification
of Education:! Objectives, landbook I: Cognitive Dorain (New York: David
HcKay Company, Inc., 1956).




1. mIOrJLuD' =
“On a map of Egypt, locate or place an X on ihe approxlmate
location where the Rosetta Stone was found.

2. CO""’P.'..‘HE.‘ 10
~ Scholars who have studied the hierpglyvhs (sacred writing of
the Egyptian priesthood) of the ancient Egyptians discovered
that the groups of hieroglypihs written within oval rings (the
so~called cartouches) on the Egyptian monuments gave the names
X of kings.
R Champollion, a French scholar who studied the Rosetta Stone,
- was able to identify a cartouche naming Ptolemy (Ptolemais)
and a cartouche naming Cleopatra. The names written in hieroglyphics
are as follows:

No. 1. Pwlemy, (Ptolerais)

 @REN

l

No. 2. Clevpuatra, ’C_..co“aor
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Study the cartouches (with the knowledge that sigrns 10 and 11
always accompany the endings of female names) and see what
relationshins you can discover between and among the various
signs.
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3. APPLICATION: .
Here is a simplified kgyptian alpliabet which was developed
by scholars following the research done on the Rosetta Stone.

The Alplabet
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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‘rest’, per thouse’, using a for 5 and e, il o for o

Try to write your name and the
friends in hieroglyphics,
simplified Egyptian alphabet.,

alphabet contained mainly cons
find an appropria
can simply omit i

Proccdure adopted
NAME IN ENGLISH
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te vowel sound in the
t as did the Egyptians
by Egyptologists.)
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the principles of the
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NALYSIS:

Using your knowlegge of the cartouches f
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or Ptolemy (Ptolemais)



SYNTHESIS:
"¢ know that the Rosctta Stone hears a trilingual inscription
recording a Gecree of 196 B.C. under Ftolemy Epiphanes: in
hieroglyphs (the sacred characters of the priesthood), in
demotic (the popular cursive writing of the day), and in Greck.
In fact, the decree closes with the rcsolution that it be
inscribed on "hard stone," in the "sacred, the native, and the
Greek letters." How would you account for the prescription
that it be inscribed in these three particular "letters" ?

EVATLLUATION:

The Rosetta Stone was discovered in 1799 by . Becuggard, an
officer in the French army, near the town of Rosetta, Egypt..
Three yecars later the stone wwas brought to England and deposited
in the British Museum, where it can be found today.

Some people have suggested that the Rosetta Stone be returned
to Egypt. VWould you favor this?




