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ABSTRACT . .

The Hispano comprises the largest ethnic group in
Colorado; yet a large segment of the community remains in a state of
gross poverty and low educational attainment. The most prominent
contributing factor is the lack of salable skills and academic
preparation needed in today's highly technological society. This
document addresses itself to the educational problems. The general
objectives which are realistic in terms of assisting the Hispano
child to compete in his present school situation and in preparing him
for future occupational and social endeavors are to (1) instill the
desire to become a useful, contributing member of society; (2)
‘develop an appreciation of the Hispano culture and heritage and for
the Anerican way of life; (3) develop acceptable standards of
aspiration, self-respect, good mental health, and the powers of
self- expression; (4) increase his ability and proficiency in the use
of the English language; (5) develop his ability to work in the
typical classroom and compete with his peers; and (6) corxrelate
English and Spanish in all areas of the curriculum where it is
feasikle. Specific recommendations are made in the areas of
integration, use of Title I funds, curriculum, oral language, reading
and other academic areas, personnel, and parental involvement.
(Author/NQ)




ED 069455

' Board. Hopefully, in the ensuing dialogue and

US. OEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
EOUCATION & WELFARE
OF FICE OF EOUCATION

THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO.

OUCEO EXACTLY AS RECEIVEO FROM =M DU

THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIG. MEMORAND Uit

INATING 1T _POINTS OF VIEW OR OPIN.

IONS STATEO 0O NOT NECESSARILY

REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EOU.

CATION POSITION OR POLICY

T0: Denver Public School Administration and
Denver Board of Education

FROM: Hispano Educators and interested lay citizens

SUBJECT: Recommendation for enhancing the educational process for
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"INTRODUCTION

The Hispano in Colorado comprises the largest eth-
nic minority group in the state, yet very little
attention has been given to his problems, and,
much more specifically, to his educational prob-
lems. This document addresses itself to these
particular problems.

It is inconceivable that a nation considered one

of the most progressive and wealthiest in the world
should have such a disproportionate number of poor
and illiterate people in its midst. Illiteracy and
poverty breed misery, poor health, discontent, hun-
ger, 1mmora11ty, and alienation. :

Unfortunately a large segment of the Hispano com-
munity in Colorado finds itself in a state of grxoss
poverty and low educational attainment. There are
many contributing factors, the most prominent being
the lack of salable skills and academic preparation
needed in today' s burgeonlng and highly technologl-
cal society.

In order for us to outline an educational program
which will be effective and meaningful for the His-
pano, it is imperative that we have a clear under- .
standing of the basic objectives necessary for him
to compete in the dominant society.

Following are the general objectives which are real-
istic in terms of assisting the Hispano child to
compete in his present school situation, and in pre-
paring him for future occupational and social
endeavors.




Grngral QuiBECTIVES

1. To instild in the child the desive to
become a useful, contributing member
of society -~ -

2. 7To develop an appreciation of the His-

pano culture and heritage -~ ~

3. To develop an appreciation for the

American way of life ~ -

4. To develop acceptable standards or
levels of aspiration, seclf-respect,
and good mental health ~ -

5. To develop thc powers of self-expression
which will inevitably lead to a new
sense of accomplishment and contribute
to the learning process -~ -

. 6. To increase his ability to communicate
in English and develop proficiency
in luanguage for everyday communication -

7. To develop his ability to work in the
typical classroom and compete success-
fully with his peers ~ -~

8. To corrclate English and Spanish in all
areas of the curriculum where it is
feasible.

Please contlinue -r
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These genrcral objectives in and of thenselves

do not give any Jirection to what we¢ feel should be an
effective educational program for the ftispano. Follow-
. ing are the specific recommendatrions. The need is Fipst
;established; then the statement of objective is made;
and finally the activities to accomplish the goal are
outlined. We have detailed spccific educational pro-
grams wh1ch we would like .to sec adopted to enhance the

education of the Hispano children in our schools




INTEGRATTION

integration, we fecl, is a vital part of any
quality cducation program. If a child is going to have
ali: of the experiences necessary for him to compétc ef-
fectively in this complex, middle-class-oviented socievy
( ~of ours, he wmust have the opportunity to come ian daily
contact with individuals of different ethnic backgrounds,
economic levels, and religious beliefs. Desegregation in
and of itself will not solve many of the problems con-
fronting these childven. If bringing children of differ-
ent backgrounds together is going to be of any value,
certain steps must be taken to insure that true integra-
tion actually occurs, and that it is not just a mere

movement of bodies.

OBJECTIVE .. ..

To provide, as soon as possible, a systematic,

well-planned integration process which takes into consid-

eration all 2f the needs of children tov be integrated,

ACTIVITIES TO ACCOMPLISH

Y Tc make certain that recciving schools
arc cognizant of the NLEDS of chil-
dren they are receiving ~ -

Y To provide PRESERVICE AND IN-SERVICE
TRAINING FOR ALL STAFF of receiving
schools, s6 that they have a good
understanding of the lispano cul-
ture, the history, and the socio-
economic background of the children
they are to receive - -

Y To make certain that, if BUSING is in-
volved, YOUNGER CHILDREN DO NOT SPEND
AN EXCESSIVE AMOUNT OF TIME RIDING ~




Integraticn

Y To tuke into consideruiion the impor-
tance of PARENTAL INVOLVLEMENT in
the entire school program, and to
insure that provisions are made for
their involvement in the new school
setting ~ ~

Y To take into considevation children's
participation in EXTRACURRICULAR
f ACTIVITIES, and to make certain that
each child has an opportunity to par-
ticipate without any hardship to him -~ -

/Y To make certain that children from the
lower socioeconomic strata do not
suffer UNDUE EMBARRASSMENT in the new
school setting BECAUSE THEY DO NOT
HAVE MONEY for fees, school lunches,
or anything clse which might tend to
set them apart from the other chil-
dren in the school.




USE OF TiIitg FLINDS I seLecr TARGET SCHOOLS

It is wey) established thrcughout the nation that
the most effective uze of Tictle I funds eCcurs when fundg
are concentratrad jgq areas with highest impaction of low-~

income children, Diverting these funds over g large num-

ber of schools has not only provej incffcctive, but
wasteful .,

OBJECTIVE

To concentrate the majority of the Title I funds
on the schools with the highest impaction of low-incone
children.

ACTIVITIES 0 ACCOMPLISH .. ..

Y To take at least one-half of ths Title
I funds ecach Year and use them to
DEVELOP QUALITY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
in eight target schools . .

Y To provide COMPREUENSTVE IN-SERVICE
: TRAINING FoR TEACHERS in the culture
and history of the Hispano, uand
SENSITIVITY TRAINING to bring about
better understanding of the child's
total background . . '

Y To develop quality educational programs
in each of the schools selected,
through the use of the SYSTEMS ANALY-
SIS APPROACH . .

Y To provide IH{SPANO AIDES for each
teacher in grades ¥ - 3, and one His-
Pano aide for eVery two teachers in
grades 4 - 6, 45 well as COMMUNITY
REPRESENTATIVES in high school and
junior high school . . _ s

Y To pProvide the MATERJALS AND EQUIPMENT
necessary for every teacher to do anp
adequate job of providing for indivi-
dual differences . .




Use of Title T Fuiudc

Y To poeavide SUPPORTIVE SERVICES acces-
sary to Jo a comprehcensive job of
assessing and prescribing for the
necds of the children involved ~ -

Y To provide PREVOCATIONAL AND VOCATIONAL
PROGRAMS for the children not planning
to sttend college. ‘he Metro Youth

) ’ Center conccpt could be followed ~ -~

Y To provide QUALIFIED COUNSELORS for
every elcmentary and secondary school
with high impaction of low-income

. children ~ -

Y To provide for the SOCIAL AND CULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT of the children in the
schools selected, by providing field
trips and music and art appreciation
COUTSCS ~ ~

v To provide for all of the NEEDS of the
children involved, such as health,
food services, fees, work-study pro-
grams, and clothing - «

Y To devcelop a TEAM OF EXPERTS in the
system to assist other teachers to
understand better the culture and
history of the lispano, as well as
to understand the Hispano child him-
self . - '

v To CONTLNUE AND EXPAND THE YOUTH MOTI-
VATION CLUBS, in order to give stu-
dents involved assistance in develop-
ing into better citizens of the school
community, as well as enhancing their
own self-imuge.




RELEVANT CURPrCULUN

Teaching the drsudvantnged Hispano ¢hild is a chal-
lenging task. jack of experionce-building circumsthnces
which are generally prerequisites for success in the
middle-class curriculum, peusnlizes thc'Hispano child from
the moment he enters the publie scheol. The attempt to
mold the child into the prescent curriculum, with little
consideration for all the shortcomings he manifests, can
be largely remcdicd if teachers learn how to adapt the
curriculum to the child’s needs. Research has identified
behavioral characteyistics that teachers can learn to rec-
ognize, so that successful curriculum adaptation can be

made when working with the Hispasns child.

" OBJECTIVE .. .

To develop a curriculum which is relevant to the
Hispano or any educationally disadvantaged child in our

schools.
ACTIVITIES TO AZCOMPLISH

Y To make provision Fer a COMPREMENSIVE AS-
SESSMENT OF STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES,
and to prescribe accordingly for each
child o

Y To assign & TASL PORCE which will work
toward idurtiiying the differences in
the langnags development of the Hispano
and the Anczle ciisld, and to develop a
program that takes into consideration
these differences + -

Y To provide for individual differences
through the use i UNGRADED PROGRAMS
at the primary level, and the LEARNING-
CENTEWR CunitpPrT at the intermediate and
junior high level ~ «




Relevant Curz. . -
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Y To provide lor UOESHAVICE AND IN-SERVICE
. TRAINTRG 70 Tea0He2S, so they can put
. : into uvoe wio revisecs curyciculum -~ ~

’ v To provide {or a SEUHENTIAL INTRODUCTION
for al? chiidiwn 14 the world of WORK,
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- ' their chao:os iton, taking into con-
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ticn of oy coneoptual skills.
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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A hecalthy self-inage eiolves from success and acceptance.

OBJECTIVE ..

To place emphizsis on styles of learning and suc-

cessful methods of tcaching reading, which result in con-

tinual progress of ti- student. To introduce the various

approaches to teivioss of reading who are incli

main with outmodcd and ineffective approaches.

ACTIVITIES TO ACCOMPLISH . ..

ned to re-

v Frequent, sornstant, MEANINGFUL EXPERI-
ENCES to aid concept-building and lan-

guage growth, »nd which make

material purposeful .. .

Y DEIMPHASIZE the usc of BASAL READERS
and teatbooks with which children do
not find sueccess.  Replace classrooms
with a variety of reading materials

and aids

reading

' Develop SPOHENTTIAL, MEANINGFUL TEACHING
METHODS to assure more success 1in
/ word st:u.b ) siructural analysis,

and com:vohcusion o o

Y Acquaint toavinors
various AV DL et
REALING suih as:

B

. Languags iNits
. Linpuistic materials

»f reading with the
:S TO THE TEACHING

. Englith-as-a-Second Language

nnterials

. Languige Fxperience approach

to srading
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/ Remedial programs should utilize UNTRIED
I APPROACHES ) instead of more emphasis
on the frasal reading program ~ -

/  RESEARCH 11LiS should be formed tc deter-
mine nhec learning-style differecnces,
if any, of the Hispano student, as Ccom-
pared to niddle-class Anglos ~ ~

/ Develap materials on LISTENING SKILLS,
activitices, and lessons ~ ~

/ Less capitasis on grade-level testing
from standardized tests until MORE
REA;LGTIC TESTS can be developed - ~

/ Convenient CENTERS TO perceptually

. HANDICAPPED ¢hildren, emotionally
' disturbed children, and other spe-
cial cases - -~

/ RELUCE CLASS S1ZE to a manageable num-
ber, aleng with the utilization of
- well-trained aides, which will allow
' for more cffective, quality instruc-
tion, iudividual help, and ample time
for chitdren to complete a task. A
aonypraded program is recommended at
the nrimary level ~ -

J A compr fenzive PROGRAM OF SENSITIVITY
TRAL ::o. +OR TEACHERS AND PERSONNEL
werkims % Hispano students to set
up real .. successful geals, and
to real hat a restricted infor-
mationo: aciground does not reflect
inna: e wuwntal deficiercy of a child.
Teachor saptctation is a prime fac-
tov in the success of a child ~ ~

/ Pareat involv.ment to form SMALL STUDY
GiolUes. 1nform parents as to school
prenriams, Ways they can help, and

$FRIC A
e ) jjl .!j ' |
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Sueeess iun H-oailay

oLtice ailds wivich pertain to the
success of the cihrld - -

Y Make target-area scheol situations
attractive enough, either financi-
ally or by eliminating pressures,
to ENCOURAGE CAPARLE, QUALIFIED,
DEDICATED TEACHERS to serve

- -~

Y EVALUATE PERSONNEL in  target-area
schools who are not working effec-
tively to promute academic success
in keeping with the child's expec-
tancy. Replace thesc positions with
expericnced, successful people who
show true dedication - -~

v Requirce COLLEGE OR IN-SERVICE CLASSES
by teachers and coordinators to
study current successful methods in
the teaching of reading. Many
teachers have not changed the ap-
proach tec tecaching reading for many
years.

O
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in order to insure the scieetion of

sensitive prrsonnel to better fultill !

A
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and dynazmic force in our school systen.

OBJECTIVES .

sensitive to the nveds of Hispano children.

ACTIVITIES TO ACTOMPLISH
Schools should wmale a sincerve

Y O OHISPANG Ui
TEACHYER
RECRUTTMENT TEAMS

[y

VACAXRTS, auch gy remuneration
professional advancement

and other Jdopartment heads - -

TION OV HISPANO STUDENTS ~ <
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of recruitment and Li:ing of Hispano and other

Y The Adminisiration of thg Denver Pubilic
commit-
ment to HIRYE MOGRE HISPANO EDUCATORS

VICATORS, ADMINTSTRATORS,

5 oshould be included IN THE

i

vV Previde INCENTIVES U ENCOURAGE Job
targvi-area assignments., Provide

oppostunit, for future growth and/or

Y o Establi<h miitel LIND OF COMMUNICATION
with aven CCLLEGE-PLACLMENT BUREAUS

Y Place RECEHILING EMPHASIS on collescs
and universities with HIGH CONCENTRA-

Y The Denver Iublic Schools should CONTACT
ALL OTHER SOURCES OF POSSIBLE TEACHER
RECOMMENDATIINS, such as teachers!

virtitment procedures and
policics of the Denver Public schonl Systen be revised,
more competent and
the educational
that Hispano
educa.ors be given the epportunity to become an integral

To bring about u chuige in poiicy, and procedure

personnel

~
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Personnel

4 associatlons, state departments of
education, teacher-placement bur-
eaus (national and local) + -«

Y HISPANO EDUCATORS should be placed in
POSITIONS OF AUTHORITY where they
will have an opportunity to partici-
pate in decision-making - -

Y The Denver Public Schools should fur-
ther PROMOTE THE RECRUITMENT of
other PERSONNEL who are SENSITIVE
TO AND UNDERSTAND THE NEEDS of His-
pano students ~ -

Y PLACEMENT:

» Great stress should be placed on
' the primary level.

. Prospective teachers should be
given an indication of school-
area placement.

. New tcachers, out-of-state, and
tenure teachers should be in-
formed that intensive in-
service training will be pro-
vided to acquaint them with the
life-style and methodology which
will reach the Hispano child if
assignment is to a school which
is highly Hispano-impacted.




PARENTAL ITRNVOLVEMENT

The neced foir parcental involvement in the educa-
tion of Hispano students is imperative. In order to
establish the positive attitude needed to succeed in
school, and to develop continuity in the total educa-
tional experience of these children, the parents must
be involved. The parents must not only understand and
give support to the efforis of the school system to ed-

-ucate thei; children, but they must be helped to devel-
op positive types of experiences which will enable them

to provide incentive and motivation in their children

to succeed and progress in school.
OBJECTIVE -. ..

To involve the parents of Hispano children in all
school activities, be they educational, cultural, or so-
cial. This will aid these¢ children in becoming more suc-
cessful in their entire educational experience. A spe-
cial effort should be made to make the llispano parent

welcome.

ACTIVITIES TO ACCOMPLISH ..

Y Develop a SENSITIVITY OR CULTURAL -
ORIENTATION PROGRAM FOR all SCHOOL
PERSO:NEL concerned with the His-
pano ~ -~

Y Continue ongoing PROGRAM OF TEACHLR-
PARENT CONFLRENCES ~ -~

v Develop a liaisor between school and
home: A NEIGHBORHOOD AIDE -~ -~

¥ Conduct SCHOQOL-COMMUNITY MEETINGS on
a regular basis to discuss problems
of general concern ~ ~




Parental Involvement

Y Establish TEACHER HOME-VISITATION
PLAN to create better teacher-
parent relations - .

Y Develop SOCIAL kinds of FUNCTIONS
IN THE SCHOOL AND OUTSIDE THE
SCHOOL, where school personnel,
parents, and children come to-
gether in an informal manner - -

Y Make CURRICULUM RELEVANT to NEEDS
OF COMMUNITY. '

Fred Arguells and John F. Gareia
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