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ABSTRACT
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campuses; and of regional and national norms for junior college
journalism education as a pattern for definition of goals in Alabama.
Questionnaires on journalism instruction were mailed to the 21 public
and private junior colleges and to the 29 public and private senior
colleges and universities in Alabama. The same questionnaire was sent
to the State-supported junior colleges in the four adjacent states of
Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, and Tennessee. A second questionnaire
on student publications was sent to all junior and senior
institutions in Alabama. All Alabama institutions responded to the
first questionnaire, and all Alabama junior colleges and 24 of the
senior institutions responded to the second questionnaire. Sixty
tables present the response data. Results of the study, which relate
to journalism prc :grams in Alabama junior colleges only, show that
junior college journalism education in Alabama is virtually
non-existent. Of the 21 junior colleges, only 5 identified journalism
as a course of instruction. Student publication production is, in
every case, related to classwork. Only.one school has more than one
course identified in the catalogue, and in only one of the 5 colleges
is the journalism instructor educated primarily in journalism. A
number of recommendations are made with respect to State-wide
definition, journalism curriculum initiation, journalism curriculum,
faculty, and terminal" courses..An appendix presents a resolution of
the Junior College Journalism Association. (DB)
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

The phenomenon of growth in higher education is a well-established
fact. At the forcront of growth, however, is a faster than average rate
of increase in two particular areas: (1) Students enrolled in journalism
and (2) students enrolled in junior colleges. The inevitable result of
these parallel circumstances is the rapidly emerging necessity of defining
an area of journalism instruction appropriate to the two-year schools, and
the place of such instruction in the degree program of students who will
transfer to senior institutions for completion of a major or minor in
journalism.

In many junior colleges journalism has met Ped in a haphazard and
unplanned manner and has resulted in unhappy relaL.Lonships between
sister institutions as well as between institution and student. A fairly
typical example is as follows: A junior college offers no academic
instruction in journalism, but its students, faculty, and administrators
want a campus newspaper and perhaps a yearbook or magazine. Experience
with volunteer staffs proves to be less than ideal, so as a means of
obligating students to staff work, a catalog entry is written to describe
a journalism class which may consist of nothing more than staff work on
one or more of the student publications. A faculty member whose quali-
fications may consist only of a light load in other academic areas and
a willing nature is designated as not only publications advisor but as
journalism teacher as well. Thus students are given academic credit for
a scheduled period of more or less directed activity, but often without
formal instruction, without a text, and without a professionally quali-
fied teacher. The seriousness of this travesty is revealed when students
transfer to a senior institution and are found to be incapable of coping
with advanced courses for which they assumedly have the prerequisites.

Agonizing reappraisal has thus been forced on junior college
administrators in many states where this unhappy situation has already
erupted into open controversy. In California where junior colleges
are more numerous than in any other state, senior institutions reacted
to a proliferation of junior college journalism offerings with a
dictatorial refusal to accept any journalism credits from two-year
schools. Junior colleges responded by increasing their journalism offerings
to as much as thirty-six semester hours. In such open feuding neither
institution suffers as do student journalists who are caught in the
middle of the controversy. In several other states, such as Texas,
Wisconsin, Florida, Oklahoma, New York, and New Jersey, variations of
the conflict have also taken place, but in these latter cases with some-
what less traumatic results.
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Table 1 illustrates the scope of journalism instruction in Alabama
as compared with three other states: California, Florida, and Texas.
These three states were chosen because of their national leadership, both
in public junior colleges and in junior college journalism. As is shown
in the table, approximately three-fourths of the public junior colleges
in those three states teach some journalism, while 65% of their junior
colleges offer more than one course in journalism. By comparison, of
Alabama's 17 public junior colleges, less than one-fourth offer any
instruction in journalism, and only one (6%) offers more than a single
course. Furthermore, almost half (43%) of the junior colleges in the
three other states teach at least four courses in journalism, while in
Alabama there is not a single junior college which teaches more than
two courses of journalism.

Alabama thus stands at the threshold of new developments in the
junior college journalism field. It should be possible for the state's
junior and senior institutions to profit from the experiences of others,
and cooperatively to develop a state-wide program that will be mutually
beneficial to institutions at both levels, and most of all beneficial
to the journalism students of the state.

Purpose and Procedure

It is the intention of this study to carefully define the scope
of junior college journalism instruction in Alabama; to define also the
scope of student publication activities in Alabama junior colleges as
a means of revealing potential for journalism instruction on those
campuses; to define also the scope of journalism instruction and student
publications activities in senior colleges and universities of Alabama,
as a means of illustrating transfer opportunities in journalism for
students in Alabama junior colleges; to define the scope of journalism
activities in state junior colleges of the four surrounding states
(Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, and Tennessee), as a basis for regional
comparison; and to propose ideals of curriculum development and teacher
qualifications for junior college journalism in Alabama.

Questionnaires on journalism instruction were mailed to the 21
public and private junior colleges and to the 29 public and private
senior colleges and universities in Alabama. Response from all of
these schools provides 100% coverage of these aspects of this study.
The same questionnaire was sent to the state supported junior colleges
in the four adjacent states of Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, and
Tennessee. No second contacts were made with those schools which
failed to respond, and therefore the returns from out of state are
incomplete and can only be assumed to be representative. A second
mailing to all junior and senior institutions in Alabama sought
responses to a questionnaire on student publications. Again, responses
were received from all 21 junior colleges, thus providing 100% coverage
for this aspect of the study. All but five of the senior institutions
responded to the student publications questionnaire, and of the five
non-respondents, only one (Tuskegee) offers any instruction in
journalism.



P
U
B
L
I
C
 
J
U
N
I
O
R
 
C
O
L
L
E
G
E
S
 
I
N
 
F
O
U
R
 
S
T
A
T
E
S

T
A
B
L
E
 
1

C
O
M
P
A
R
I
N
G
 
J
O
U
R
N
A
L
I
S
M
 
I
N
S
T
R
U
C
T
I
O
N
 
I
N
 
A
L
A
B
A
M
A
 
W
I
T
H
 
T
H
A
T

I
N
 
C
A
L
I
F
O
R
N
I
A
,
 
F
L
O
R
I
D
A
,
 
A
N
D
 
T
E
X
A
S

(
1
)

N
o
.
 
P
u
b
l
i
c

(
2
)

N
o
.
 
T
e
a
c
h
i
n
g

%
 
o
f

(
3
)

M
o
r
e
 
t
h
a
n

%
 
o
f

(
4
)

F
o
u
r
 
o
r

%
 
o
f

S
t
a
t
e

J
u
n
i
o
r
 
C
o
l
l
e
g
e
s

J
o
u
r
n
a
l
i
s
m

C
o
l
.
 
1

O
n
e
 
C
o
u
r
s
e

C
o
l
.
 
1

m
o
r
e
 
c
o
u
r
s
e
s

C
o
l
.
 
1

C
a
l
i
f
o
r
n
i
a

8
7

6
9

7
9
%

6
5

7
5
%

5
0

5
7
%

F
l
o
r
i
d
a

2
7

2
2

8
1
%

1
5

5
6
%

3
1
1
%

T
e
x
a
s

4
2

2
3

5
5
%

2
1

5
0
7
.

1
4

3
3
%

T
O
T
A
L
S
,
 
3
 
S
t
a
t
e
s

1
5
6

1
1
4

7
3
%

1
0
1

6
5
%

6
7

4
3
%

A
l
a
b
a
m
a

1
7

4
2
4
%

1
6
%

0
0
%

4.
)



4

The excellent response to questionnaires thus provides total
coverage of journalism instruction in Alabama and virtually complete
coverage of student publications characteristics in institutions of
higher education in Alabama. Questionnaires were returned during the
summer and early fall of 1970, and therefore most responses are as of
the academic year 1969-1970. Enrollment figures, however, were acquired
from the State Department of Education after the fall term enrollments
of 1970, and are so identified. In instances where school responses
indicated anticipated changes in the fall of 1970, an effort was made
to acquire current data and amend the questionnaires accordingly.

Rationale for Junior College Journalism

The teaching of journalism at the junior college level has proven
to be an inevitable trend where junior colleges have been longer
established. The trend will undoubtedly extend itself to include those
juciur colleges which are both younger in institutional life and smaller
in terms of enrollment. Several reasons contribute to the expanding
inZ.I.Test in such a curriculum:

(1) The national popularity of journalism courses cannot help but
extend itself to every campus with a liberal arts curriculum.

(2) Journalism is viewed by a large number of students as the most
likely avenue available to them for providing a means by which their
ideas and desires may be projected to both a student and adult audience.

(3) Expanded job opportunities both with the mass communications
media and in more specialized forms of communication proved a vocational
attraction to college young people.

(4) The traditional popularity of student publications on campuses
suggests the practical usefulness of employing academic journalism as a
recruiting agency for student publications staff members. (While this
motive is not academically defensible it can be asserted that combining
instruction with production can be an effective tool of recruitment for
the discipline). For whatever reason or combination of reasons, the
fact is that journalism has been and is growing in importance as an
academic offering at the freshman and sophomore levels in colleges and
universities.

The teaching of journalism at the junior college level should be
designed to fill any one or a combination of three student needs:

(1) For the journalism major or minor, courses paralleling the
first two years of required courses at the senior college or university
to which he will transfer.

(2) For the non-transfer student, subject matter sufficient to
equip him for employment by certain of the media in tasks of limited
demands.
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(3) For the student of any other major, a one or two semester survey
of technique which can strengthen his ability to compose information and
express himself clearly and concisely in his own discipline.

Not only producers of mass communication, but also intelligent
consumers of media content, must be increasingly skilled in the in-
telligent use of the media in a local, national, and world society that
is becoming increasingly complex,

Because the mass wedia provide, in the words of E. W. Scripps,
"The greatest schoolroom in American society," the urgency of fair,
accurate, and responsille news writing cannot be overemphasized. Writing
of trustworthy quality simply is not the product of untrained or even
half-trained journalists.

The burden for journalistic instruction of high quality is in-
creasingly falling upon the two-year colleges because of the trends of
their enrollment and the likelihood that trend will continue. In their
first two years of collegiate study, a large number of students are
strongly influenced and motivated in their choice of a major field of
study and of their life-time vocation. If they are not offered the
alternative of journalistic study, or if that alternative is of dubious
quality and challenge, many talented and aspiring journalists may
alternately elect another field of study and, as a result, as their
life-time vocation.



CHAPTER 2

REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES

A great deal of study has been given in the last several years to the
role of journalism in junior colleges across the nation. Several significant
studies are mentioned here for reference.

(1) Texas and Florida, both of which are characterized by a large
number of junior colleges, have done extensive work in attempting to
define the role of junior college journalism within their own states.
In both cases there has been considerable success, but in both cases the
efforts were tardily begun only after controversy had erupted over transfer
of journalism credits.

(2) State-wide committee meetings and seminars in Oklahoma and
New Jersey have had happier results through the developing of pre-
confrontation definitions with respect to course offerings, teacher
qualificationr, t,,inimum facilities requirements, and transfer guarantees.

(3) Th.: Nevspaper Fund, Inc., an educational foundation of the
Dow Jones Company, underwrote two successive seminars for junior college
journalism teachers in the summers of 1967 and 1968. A total of
fifty-one teachers and advisors from twenty-five states were involved
in these "think sessions." Paramount in their concern were such subjects
as development of a junior college journalism curriculum, maintenance of
quality academic instruction parallel to the assigned task of producing
student publications, upgrading and maintaining professional qualities
in junior college journalism teachers, and developing good working
relationships with other institutions of higher education. The proceed-
ings of these two seminars, while not published for general distribution,
are in the possession of the author of this paper who was employed as
an instructor for both seminars.

(4) From these junior college journalism seminars came the
establishment of a nation-wide organization for junior college journalism
teachers. The Junior College Journalism Association (JCJA), now in its
fourth year of existence, has not only grown rapidly but has achieved the
high professional status of an affiliate with the Association for
Education in Journalism (AEJ). As the single most active nation-wide
voice for junior college journalism, the JCJA has provided a number
of resolutions on curricula, faculty, and transferability of credits.
It has made available a collection of syllabi of journalism courses most
commonly found at the junior college level. Through its national
conventions held in conjunction with those of the AEJ, it provides for
increased and more meaningful dialogue with journalism colleagues at
degree-granting institutions. It further provides a climate for improved
relations with administrators at all academic levels, with student
organizations and student bodies, and with the lay community.

7
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(5) The Association for Education in Journalism has not only made
it possible for the Junior College Journalism Association to become its
affiliate; they have also welcomed junior college journalists at their
annual conventions, included them on their national committees, and made
them participants in some of their programs. Thus, through AEJ junior
college journalists may find what is possibly the most effective way of
establishing happy and mutually beneficial relationships with their
senior institution colleagues.

(6) In an attempt to establish both cooperation and definition,
two other affiliates of the Association for Education in Journalism have
conducted extensive surveys with respect to different aspects of junior
college journalism offerings. The American Society of Journalism School
Administrators (ASJSA) reported in August of 1969 its findings based
on responses from 300 junior colleges in 47 states. The report is
concerned with transfer and terminal offerings, with curriculum and
course content, and with the professional preparation of junior college
journalism teachers. The American Council on Education for Journalism
(ACEJ) was concerned in greater detail with definition of ideals for a
transferable curriculum in junior college journalism. he concern of
the ACEJ survey was with junior college journalism courses appropriate
to the first two years and with definitions of conditions under which
junior college journalism credits should be freely transfereble to a
four-year institution. The ACEJ survey was also concerned with
qualifications of the journalism teacher at the junior college level and
with the granting of journalism credit for staff work on 3tudent
publications.

(7) The Associated Collegiate Press (ACP) and its affiliate,
National Council of College Publications Advisors (NCCPA), three years
ago took note of the rise of junior college journalism and junior college
student publications. In their past three national conventions they have
included on their program specific sessions for participants interested in
junior college journalism. The author of this paper was in charge of the
initial junior college division of the NCCPA program at their convention
in November, 1968, in New York City. The organization has also created
an office of Vice President for two-year colleges.

(8) The Journalism Careers Committee of Sigma Delta Chi
(professional journalistic society) has within the past two years initiated
careers counseling for junior college journalism stude.ts. Committee
chairman, Paul Swensson, speaking to senior college and university journalism
educators, predicted that by 1975 their enrollments in journalism would
double and that "the majority of incoming students are going to arrive from
junior colleges." The report of the Sigma Delta Chi Journalism Careers
Committee takes note of counseling needs for students who will seek
employment after not more than a two-year program as well as for those
who will transfer to a senior institution in pursuit of a degree with a
major in journalism. The author of this paper was a member of the
Journalism Careers Committee and served as chairman of the subcommittee
for junior college careers' counseling.

(9) The National Newspaper Assu4ation through its executive vice-
president, Theodore Serrill, has recognized the potential of junior college

11
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journalism instruction as a means of attracting and educating young people
for the many job opportunities on the nation's newspapers. The National
Newspaper Association has participated on the programs of junior college
journalism seminars and in the convention programs of JCJA. It assisted
financially in the establishing of the JCJA.

(10). A study of journalism education at all institutions of
higher education was conducted last year by Dr. Paul V. Peterson of the
School of Journalism, Ohio State University. In a survey of 2,313 colleges
and universities, Dr. Peterson found that some farm of journalism instruction
was offerd during the previous academic year in 1,147 institutions of higher
education. His report subdivides the list of schools to identify junior
colleges and further subdivides the list by states. From the personal
knowledge of this author there are some errors in Dr. Peterson's report,
but his findings are nonetheless very revealing.

(11) In addition to all of the organizational and institutional
interests displayed in junior college journalism, a large number of
individual studies have been undertaken, both by journalism faculty
members at senior and junior institutions and by graduate students in the
form of theses and dissertations. Five articles have appeared in
Journalism Quarterly since 1965 on the subject of junior college journalism.
Studies of an official or semi-official nature have been undertaken by
journalism faculty members in institutions in California, Texas, and
Florida. Among the many theses dealing with junior college journalism
is a rather definitive study completed in May of 1969. It compares and
evaluates the junior college journalism curricula of sixteen schools
in eleven states.



CHAPTER 3

JOURNALISM CURRICULA IN JUNIOR COLLEGES

Development of a journalism curriculum in junior colleges has more
often than not been an accidental and haphazard evolution. The states in
which junior colleges are most numerous are commonly also the states in
which journalism programs in junior colleges are best developed. This
is not to say that their development is either uniform or of commendable
quality. Some of the more outstanding examples may serve as an
efficient springboard for the development of a more carefully planned
journalism curriculum for Alabama junior colleges.

Appropriate Subject Matter

A study completed in 1969 by the American Society of Journalism
School Administrators tabulated responses from 350 junior colleges with
at least one response from all except three of the 50 states. The
response indicated that 244 of the 350 junior colleges replying offered
some sort of journalism instruction. In all cases it was indicated that
credits offered in journalism were intended to be transferable to senior
colleges for application to a degree program. However, "a significant
proportion" (the exact number is not indicated) reported that the primary
purpose of their instruction in journalism is to produce student publications.
(It was further noted by the ASJSA report that "journalism programs
recognized as superior operate on the assumption that publications are a
by-product, not a purpose.")

From the ASJSA study, 89 of 350 reporting junior colleges indicate
that they teach four or more credit courses in journalism. A total of 191
out of 350 offer more than a single course in journalism.

Further analysis of the ASJSA study reveals the courses most
commonly taught in junior colleges across the nation. The course
appearing most frequently is Reporting and Newswriting, with 254 such
courses taught by the 350 reporting junior colleges. The second most
popular course (145 courses) is Introduction to Mass Communications. In
third place is Photography (64 courses), and in fourth place is
Editing (61 courses). These four are byfar the most popular courses
offered in journalism; no other course is offered by as many 1.s 20
junior colleges of the 350 respondents.

In several states, as well as at the national level, some attempt
has been made on several occasions to define a curriculum in journalism
appropriate to the first two years of collegiate study. As a single
example of such a definition within one state, the Publications Advisors
of Texas Junior Colleges adopted in annual convention October 17, 1967,
a recommendation that there be defined at the state level a core curriculum
in junior college journalism consisting of a maximum of 12 semester hours
credit. Nine of these credit hours, the recommendation said, "should be

11
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in areas of introduction to mass communication, reporting and news writing,
and news editing." The recommendation further suggested that each junior
college should then have the option of offering an additional three-hour
course in a related area, such as photography, advertising, or an addi-
tional course in reporting or editing. The recommendation was unanimously
approved by representatives of 26 junior colleges in Texas. The
recommendation was then submitted to the Coordinating Board, Texas College
and University System, for its consideration in a comprehensive proposal
for journalism education in the state.

The Coordinating Board modified the Texas Junior Colleges'
recommendation by asserting that each junior college should be permitted
to offer six semester hours credit in organized courses in journalism.
(The emphasis on organized courses was enlarged upon to exclude credits
for publications staff activity.) The Coordinating Board further stipulated
that these six hours were to be equally divided between courses in
introduction to mass communications and news reporting and writing. It
was further provided that selected junior colleges should be permitted to
offer two additional courses but with the stipulation, that these additional
courses should be in the areas of news writing and reporting, news editing,
advertising, and photography.

The Junior College Journalism Association meeting in annual convention
with the Association for Education in Journalism at the University of
Kansas,August, 1968, adopted a resolution which asserted a similar concept
of junior college journalism instruction. The JCJA resolution proposed
the development of from six to twelve semester hours or the equivalent
in quarter hours of junior college journalism courses coordinated in
subject matter with those offered in the first two years of four-year
colleges or universities in the geographic area.

Further, the second annual Junior College Journalism Seminar
sponsored by the Newspaper Fund, Inc., at the University of Texas in
June, 1968, addressed itself collectively to the subject of journalism
curriculum for the junior colleges. Seminar members, journalism teachers
from 23 junior colleges in 13 states, agreed that nine semester hours in
journalism ax.' generally acceptable for transfer to senior institutions.
It was also generally agreed ;:Eat subject matter appropriate for these
nine semester hours usually is limited to (1) Introduction to Mass
Communication, (2) Reporting, and (3) Editing. The seminarians proceeded
to outline three semesters of study in these subject areas, but they
recognized that implementation of such a curriculum must be locally and
regionally subject to area needs and transfer considerations.

Transfer Considerations

Nationally and historically, junior college journalism instruction
has been limited to only a few of the larger of the two-year schools.
In recent years, however, with the growth of both the junior college system
and the popularity of journalism as an academic subject, it has increasingly
become a catalog course. Unfortunately, the quality of the curriculum
seems not to have kept pace with the enlargement of course offerings and
their catalog descriptions.
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Lester Benz, writing for Journalism Quarterly after mail questionnaires
were sent to a large number of the two-year schools, asserted that in many
junior colleges the purpose of journalism courses was only to staff the
school publications. Junior college people took vigorous exception to what
they thought too sweeping an indictment, but in far too many cases what
Benz said is entirely the case. Journalism departments in senior
institutions had noted that junior college transfers, some having up to
12 hours credited to them in journalism, still lack the knowledge that
should be associated with those hours of transcript credit. On other
investigations, they:have on many occasions noted that junior college
teachers of journalism are often revealed to have little or no formal
training in the field and that they owe primary allegiance to another
teaching discipline. They note also that junior college publications are
testimony of limited journalism instruction and that junior college budgets
for journalism often reveal pitifully inadequate funding.

In the light of these observations, it becomes quite understandable
that a university's journalism department may seek to protect itself and
its degree program by rejecting some or all junior college journalism
credits as satisfying degree requirements for a major. The task of
separating valid from worthless credits is an impossible one.

On the other hand, it can be argued quite logically that junior
college journalism curricula can and often do equal those of many
senior colleges at the first two-year level. Typically smaller classes
and a two-year curriculum enable the junior college journalism student to
more quickly become a functioning part of publications staffs where he
may gain practical experience (if it may be assumed that this experience
is preceded by instruction of high academic quality).

It should also be pointed out that students in their freshman and
sophomore years are anxious to identify with a major field of study.
If they are denied access to journalism until their junior year, it is
likely that a percentage of them will in the meantime have been lost
to another discipline.

Terminal Programs

As junior colleges have grown in both number and size, certain
typical characteristics emerge. Among them are (1) an "open admissions"
policy which allows enrollment by any person with a high school diploma
(and in many instances by those without a high school diploma); and
(2) an emphasis upon "terminal" courses of study, i.e., curricula
intended not for transfer to a degree-granting insitution, but rather
for specific job preparation within a two-year course. These characteristics
combine to suggest that a high percentage of junior college students will
not transfer to a senior institution for completion of a degree program.
According to State Board of Education figures, only about 20 per cent of
students who enroll in Alabama junior colleges will transfer to a senior
institution for any additional study and', of course, not all of these
will complete a degree program. Curriculum planning at the junior
college, therefore, must be simultaneously and dually concerned with both
the degree-bound student who will continue at a senior institution and
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the so-called terminal student who plans to enter the job market after notmore than a two-year instructional program. Some programs of study fall
naturally into the "transfer" or "terminal" categories. Other disciplines,
journalism included, have been tested in first one and then the other of
these categories or have been offered in both simultaneously with astudent option as to his own enrollment.

Some pressure for terminal programs in journalism has been
initiated and perpetuated in various states by local or regional repre-
sentatives of the mass media. Typically it is the small weekly newspaperor the small local radio or television station which is willing to hire
a journalist with the limited training of a two-year program. Compara-tively lower pay scales commonly generate unrest and disappontment
among such employees and thus a high turnover of employment. An extensivestudy made in California in 1967-68 by the Journalism Association of
Junior Colleges and the California Newspaper Publishers' Associationrevealed some stated willingness on the part of daily and weekly news-
papers to hire persons with less than four-year degrees in journalism.
However, the number of such opportunities was found to be small, the payscale low, the job assignments unattractive, and opportunities for
advancement very limited. It was concluded that there was little reasonto build up or promote terminal

courses in journalism in California's
junior colleges "unless there are compelling local reasons which transcendthe basic picture provided by the survey."

The 1969 study of junior college journalism by the ASJSA found thatonly 15 percent of junior colleges report that they have any sort of
terminal program in journalism, and many of these list the same coursesfor both the terminal and transfer programs. The study earlier revealedthe same preference order of course offerings. The most commonly offeredcourse in programs identified as terminal was reporting and writing;the next most commonly offered course was found to be introduction to masscommunications; and photography and editing are next most commonly
offered. No other courses, in reported terminal programs, even approachthese four in popularity.

Curriculum building in both transfer and terminal journalism
programs is typically by different groups of people; yet the results arestrikingly similar. For the first two years of a degree program,
journalism educators typically and commonly define approximately thefollowing sequence of courses: English, four semesters; history andgovernment (or another social science), four semesters; natural science,
two semesters; math, two semesters; introductory journalism courses, twoto four semesters; and electives to provide for specialization in anarea of interest or for beginning courses in a minor. A terminal programin journalism based upon the typically stated desires of prospectiveemployers in the media commonly includes the following: English, foursemesters; history and government (or another social science), four
semesters; natural science, two semesters; math, two semesters; in-troductory journalism courses, two to four semesters; and electives toprovide for specialization in an area of interest or for beginning coursesin a minor. It is obviously assumed by prospective employers thatterminal students in journalism should have a good grounding in English,

16
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a basic knowledge of the social sciences, some acquaintance with science
and math, and a number of introductory courses in journalism. The only
significant differences to be noted are in the area of options. The
terminal program would commonly encourage students to take additional
journalism courses or related skills courses, such as typing and other
business courses.

Many of the two-year schools have initiated journalism curricula
identified as terminal, but have shortly abandoned the dual system as
being unnecessary and duplicatory.

Journalism is not just a skills course, although skills are involved.
It is not just a manipulative course, although manipulations must be
learned. It is not just a vocational course, although a vocation with
the media is typically envisioned as a goal. The responsibility and
professional competence expected of a journalist ultimately demand more
than a "skills" approach to his education. One junior college in
California, which experimented with a terminal program and then abandoned
it, now states as its policy, "We discourage terminal approaches because
the journalist must be well educated if he is to help society significantly."

Still it must be assumed that a portion of those who enroll in a
journalism curriculum will not complete a degree program, but will seek
employment with the media after some limited education. At whatever point
a student may choose to "terminate" his formal education and seek
employment, he should have some degree of competence with which to
present himself to the media for employment. He should take with him,
however, the full knowledge that his preparation is sufficient only up
to a certain point and that his compensation and potential for advance-
ment will similarly be limited.

There is no practical need for junior colleges to distinguish
between academic and terminal programs in journalism. Offering the same
progression of courses for those interested in journalism, the two-year
institution will provide equally for the degree-bound student and for
the one who will seek employment after one or two years' study. At
whatever point a student ceases his formal study to seek employment with
the media, his course content to that point should have been the same
as the degree-bound student; his credits should be equally transferable
should he later choose to go on to a senior institution; and his work
to that point should in no sense be "terminal" if he should later
choose to use it as a base for additional educational pursuits.

Teacher Qualifications and Load

When journalism department heads in senior institutions discuss
junior college journalism transfers, they inevitably complain that
junior college journalism teachers are ill-prepared, overloaded, or
both. Unfortunately, the complaint is typically true.

National studies of junior college journalism instruction reveal that
the vast majority of journalism teachers in the two-year institutions have
their highest degree from a field other than journalism; that all too

17



frequently they have no academic training or media experience to prepare
them for teaching journalism; that they commonly also teach in other
academic departments; and that they commonly are assigned non-teaching
duties which demand a great deal of their time and for which there is
no corresponding reduction in their teaching load.

All too often, these problems are rooted in as administrative view
of journalism as being primarily related to school publications rather
than to academic instruction. Too often a faculty member is assigned
the task of publications sponsorship based solely on comparative size
of teaching loads and with no consideration of personal preparation or
interest. Because of insufficient volunteer staffs for publication of
a purely extracurricularnewspaper and yearbook, courses are defined in
name and description alone, giving allegedly academic credit to staff
members. If then, the faculty member tries to validate the catalogue
description with adequate academic instruction, he finds himself
hopelessly overloaded and cannot do a satisfactory job either in teaching
or in sponsoring publications. In addition, administrators frequently
think it reasonable to also assign the publications advisor additional
duties in school publicity, public relations, photography, catalogue and
brochures preparation, and sponsorship of related student clubs and
activities. It is not uncommon, therefore, to find the junior college
journalism teacher and publications advisor to be the most overloaded
staff member on campus.

In other academic disciplines, English as an example, consideration
is given to the large volume of student writing which must be carefully
read and evaluated. This is particularly relevant also in journalism
courses, although administrators are typically unaware of this.

At a seminar of junior college journalism teachers, including 24
participants from 14 states, a resolution on journalism teacher workloads
was unanimously adopted and recommended to the Junior College Journalism
Association, which also adopted the resolution. It proposes that the
combined duties of journalism teachers and advisors should not exceed
the average teaching load on the same campus, and in no case more than
a 12 semester hour load or its equivalent. It was further specified
that advisorship to any student publication should be considered the
equivalent of at least one 3-semester hour course, and that additional
responsibilites should also be considered in reduction of the teaching
load.

Supervision of any student publication demands more time than can
be appreciated by any one who has not had the experience. Advisors to
publications will typically agree that equating one publication to one
3-semester hour course is a most conservative estimate.
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CHAPTER 4

JOURNALISM EDUCATION IN ALABAMA

This study was undertaken initially as a means of defining the scope
of journalism instruction in junior colleges in Alabama. It was quickly
discovered, however, that the scope of such instruction is so minimal
that little would be revealed by restricting the study to such a
narrow definition.

Junior Colleges

Journalism instruction in junior colleges is more commonly found in
those geographic areas with a comparatively large or rising population.
Map 1 illustrates trends in Alabama population, by counties, between
the census years of 1960 and 1970. Three of the four state junior
colleges offering journalism instruction are in counties which showed
a population increase. Comparison of Maps 1 and 2, however, will reveal
major populated areas of Alabama not served by a junior college journal-
ism program.

Alabama has a total of 21 junior colleges; 17 of them are state
supported and 4 are private schools. The state schools range in size
from Jefferson State Junior College (Fall, 1970 enrollment of 4,753),
to Albert P. Brewer State Junior College (Fall, 1970 enrollment of 444).
All four of the private junior colleges in Alabama are even smaller in
enrollment than the smallest of the state junior colleges. Table 2 lists
Alabama junior colleges and their enrollment trends, while accompanying
Map 2 locates those junior colleges by number.

Journalism instruction in junior colleges is also typically related
to size of the school. Nationally, journalism programs are commonly
found most frequently in schools with student population of over 1,000.
In Alabama, eight public junior colleges exceed this enrollment, but
only three of those schools offer any instruction in journalism. Only
one of the private junior colleges has attempted to offer journalism
and its declining student population apparently is dictating
exclusion of such instruction from its curriculum.

The map of Alabama, which accompanies Table 2, serves to locate
Alabama's 21 junior colleges by corresponding numbers. Because junior
college students are typically commuters, a 30-mile radius has been
scribed around the location of each junior college offering some in-
struction in journalism. This serves to indicate the very minimal
coverage of the state by even the limited journalism instruction
available in those schools. Furthermore, for all practical purposes,
the circumference drawn around Cullman College (No. 5 on the map) no
longer indicates journalism instruction on that campus, since classes
have failed to make in recent semesters.

(text continued on p. 24)
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ALABAMA JUNIOR COLLEGE

TABLE 2

ENROLLMENT TRENDS

Junior College
Total
Enrollment

Percentage
of Change

per year 1966-70

1. Alabama Christian
1966 274
1967 301 +9.9
1968 313 +4
1969 333 +6.4
1970 282 -15.3 +2.9

2. *Alexander City State
1966 842
1967 958 +13.8
1968 1,151 +20.1
1969 1,115 -3.1
1970 1,151 +3.2 +36.7

3. Albert P. Brewer State
1969 204
1970 444 +117.6 **

4. John C. Calhoun State
1966 1,229
1967 1,473 +19.9
1968 1,612 +9.4
1969 1,797 +11.5
1970 2,087 +16.1 +69.8

5. *Cullman College
1966 154
1967 162 +5.2
1968 186 +14.8
1969 152 -18.3
1970 136 -10.5 -11.7

6. Jefferson Davis State
1966 370
1967 517 +39.7
1968 547 +5.8
1969 663 +21.2
1970 613 -7.5 +65.7
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TABLE 2 continued

ENROLLMENT TRENDS

Junior College
Total

Enrollment

Percentage
of Change

per year 1966-70

7. Enterprise State
1966 800

1967 849 +6.1
1968 926 +9.1
1969 1,050 +13.4
1970 1,387 +32.1 +73.4

8. James H. Faulkner State
1966 1,010
1967 1,008 -.2
1968 1,350 +33.9
1969 1,189 -11.9
1970 1,086 -8.7 +7.5

9. Gadsden Technical State
1966 1,729
1967 2,143 +23.9
1968 2,352 +9.8
1969 2,403 +2.2
1970 2,727 +13.5 +57.7

10. Patrick Henry State
1966 346

1967 366 +5.8
1968 462 +26.2
1969 436 -5.6
1970 528 +21.1 +52.6

11. *Jefferson State
1966 3,108
1967 3,601 +15.9
1968 4,343 +20.6
1969 4,084 -6.0
1970 4.753 +16.4 +52.9

12. Theodore A. Lawson State
1966 660
1967 702 +6.4
1968 752 +7.1
1969 826 +9.8
1970 1,205 +45.9 +82.6
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TABLE 2 continued

ENROLLMENT TRENDS

Junior College
Total
Enrollment

Percentage
of Change

per year 1966-70

13. Lomax-Hannon College-High School
1970 6***

14. Marion Institute
1966 407
1967 407 0
1968 435 +6.9
1969 395 -9.2
1970 303 -23.3 -25.6

15. Mobile State
1966 649
1967 767 +18.2
1968
1969

906

895
+18.1
-1.2

1970 915 +2.2 +41.0

16. *Northeast Alabama State
1966 768
1967 755 -1.7
1968
1969

638
702

-15.5
+10.0

1970 695 -1.0 -9.5

17. Northwest Alabama State
1966 451
1967 489 +8.4
1968 618 +26.4
196 9

1970
624
579

+1.0
-7.2 +28.4

18. Snead State
1966 392
1967
1968
1969
1970

405
629
752

882

+3.3
+55.3
+19.6
+17.3 +125.0
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Junior College

TABLE 2 continued

ENROLLMENT TRENDS

Total
Enrollment

23

Percentage
of Change

per year 1966-70

19. Southern Union State
1966 423
1967 472 +11.6
1968 535 +13.3
1969 579 +8.2
1970 612 +5.7 +44.7

20. *George C. Wallace State
1966 525
1967 669 +27.4
1968 724 +8.2
1969 774 +6.9
1970 1,027 +32.7 +95.6

21. Lurleen B. Wallace State
1969 293
1970 595 +103.0 **

Junior Colleges offering Journalism courses.
Irk Junior Colleges established since 1966.
*** Lomax-Hannon Junior College-High School is included in this survey,

but does not have sufficient enrollment to be considered in the
enrollment change statistics.
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Journalism instruction on junior college campuses in Alabama is
most frequently under the direction of the English department. In addition
to three schools with such departmental identification, one other school
teaches journalism under the heading "Language Arts," and one school
identifies it separately as "Journalism." (See Table 3)

Journalism instructors on the five campuses arc, in most cases,
educated primarily in another discipline. In two instances, the
journalism instructor has no credit hours in journalism and in only one
instance does the instructor have a degree in journalism. All five
instructors, however, have completed the masters degree. In each of the
four state junior colleges, the journalism instructor has had some
related media experience. In all five junior colleges, the journalism
instructor is also responsible for supervision of the school newspaper
and in three instances, for the school yearbook. (Sec Table 4)

Journalism courses taught in Alabama junior colleges bear some
resemblance to each other in course title and catalogue description.
Three schools describe their single course as "Introduction to
Journalism" or "Introduction to Journalism Writing." It is apparent
in each of these three instances that the course is made up of newspaper
staff members and the directed activity of the newspaper constitutes a
major portion of the course work. One state school describes two
separate courses in its catalogue but again, it is apparent that students
in these courses (which are not taught simultaneously) are also primarily
concerned with publications production. Two schools describe a publications
lab, which may be taken repeatedly for one quarter hour credit each
quarter. (See Table 5)

Facilities available to journalism (though not always exclusively
for journalism's use) are obviously limited, although only one school
specified "inadequate facilities" as being one of their problems.
Four of the five schools have a lab or a newsroom, but telephones,
typewriters, and photographic equipment are available to only three
schools; a darkroom is available in only two schools; and printing
facilities in only one school. No schools have wire service.
(See Table 6)

Problems noted by questionnaire respondents are in most cases well
supported by statistical data in other tables of this study. One person,
noting his own inadequate preparation in journalism, said, "There needs
to be a qualified person holding this job down." Another comment dealt
with the burden of publications supervision in addition to a normal
teaching load: "One person cannot operate well doing the work of two."

It is difficult to draw conclusions from salary information because
of the fact that in state junior colleges salaries are determined accord-
ing to a standard scale. (See Table 7) These data could not take into
consideration, however, the academic preparation and experience in
journalism of the journalism teacher. They also failed to consider the
demands upon a journalism teacher's time for supervision of student
publications, photography, and related activities.

(text continued on p. 32)
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Map 3

ALABAMA STATE VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS
(Numbers correspond to Table 8)
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ALABAMA VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL SCHOOLS

TABLE 8

Name of School Location

1. Alabama Institute of Aviation Technology Ozark
* 2. Alabama School of Trades Gadsden

3. Ayers State Trade School Anniston
* 4. Bessemer State Technical Institute Bessemer

5. Calhoun State Technical School Decatur
6. Carver State Technical Trade School Mobile
7. Drake State Technical Trade School Huntsville
8. Gadsden State Technical Trade School Gadsden
9. Hobson State Technical Institute Thomasville

**10. Ingram State Vocation School Deatsville
11. King State Technical Institute Selma
12. MacArthur State Technical Institute Opp
13. Muscle Shoals Technical Institute Muscle Shoals
14. Northwest Alabama State Technical Institute Hamilton
15. Nunnelley State Vocational Technical Institute Childersburg
16. Opelika State Vocational Technical School Opelika

*17. Patterson State Vocation Technical School Montgomery
18. Reid State Trade School Evergreen
19. Shelton State. Technical Institute Tuscaloosa

*20. Southwest State Technical Institute Mobile
21. Sparks State Trade School Eufaula
22. Trenholm State Trade School Montgomery
23. Tuscaloosa State Trade School Tuscaloosa
24. Walker County State Trade School Sumiton

*25. Wallace State Technical Trade School Dothan
26. Wallace STS of Cullman County Hanceville
27. Wenonah State Technical School Birmingham

* Schools offering offset printing.

** For prison inmates only.
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It is not unusual for junior colleges to consider the possible
inclusion of printing instruction with journalism. In other states, this
has typically been abandoned where it has been tried, because of the
distinctions between technical instruction and academic instruction. Of the
26 Alabama state trade schools, five offer instruction in printing. (See
Table 8 and accompanying Map 3) One of these is related to a junior college
(G. C. Wallace) and Table 6 reflects the availability of printing facilities
to junior college journalism on that campus. Location of the five trade
schools offering printing instruction, as indicated on Map 3, reveals
reasonably good coverage of the state in this related vocational instruction.
Major population centers are apparently adequately served by these five
schools.

In order to view journalism in Alabama junior colleges in comparison
to that in neighboring states, identical questionnaires were mailed to
state supported junior colleges in Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, and
Tennessee. No followup effort was made as a means of acquiring total
coverage. Only those who responded to the initial mailing were included
in these comparisons. (See Tables 9-13) Therefore, the information for
neighboring states is not complete, as is the case in Alabama. But it
may be reasonable to assume that the responding sample of slightly over
507, (33 out of 63), may be sufficiently representative to provide a
fair comparison. Table 9 is comparable in content to Table 3 for Alabama;
Table 10 to Table 4; Table 11 to Table 5; Table 12 to Table 6; and Table
13 to Table 7.

In each state except Tennessee, the percentage of junior colleges
teaching journalism is greater than in Alabama. Only in Florida, however,
is the number of courses per school significantly greater than in Alabama.
Course descriptions in schools of neighboring states are commonly inadequate,
because of the listing of courses only by number, rather than by title.
Catalogue descriptions of courses in out-of-state schools were not
available.

Journalism instructors in all of the surrounding states are apparently
better qualified to teach journalism than is the typical case in Alabama.
A significant number of the instructors have their highest degree in
journalism, and 14 of the 26 instructors have sufficient hours credit in
journalism to equal a major.

Responses from neighboring states indicate an apparent inadequacy of
facilities, which is comparable to the situation in Alabama. Salary
distribution of instructors in neighboring states reveals an obvious
disparity in state scales between Florida and Mississippi. Limited
response from Georgia and Tennessee makes figures for these states difficult
to assess with any significant meaning.

Analysis of student publications characteristics on the 21 junior
college campuses in Alabama reveals varying degrees of interest in and
potential for the initiation or expansion of journalism instruction on
those campuses. Table 14 identifies newspaper and yearbook advisors for
the various junior colleges; Tables 15 through 23 tabulate characteristics
of the student newspaper, its faculty advisor and staff; and Tables 24

(text continued on p. 43)
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through 31 tabulate similar information about the yearbook, its faculty
advisor and staff.

In all five of the Alabama junior colleges which teach journalism,
the same person is designated as both teacher and newspaper advisor.
In three of those instances, the same person is also yearbook advisor.
(Compare Tables 4 and 14) Characteristics of the student newspaper
(see Tables 15 through 20) and of the student yearbook (see Tables 24
through 28) reveal a degree of interest by students and a degree of
interest and financial investment by the schools that can hardly be
considered trivial. In many schools, student publications are considered
on the level of an extracurricular activity, a student club, or a public
relations arm of the administration. Without debating the merits of
these concepts, it should be possible to note the obvious relationship of
these activities to the academic discipline of journalism. A newspaper
advisor must of necessity provide at least informal instruction to his
volunteer staff of reporters and editors. For the faculty member, this
represents a portion of his load which is neither identified nor compensated;
for the student staff members, this represents a portion of their education
which does not appear on their transcripts; for the school, this represents
an undefined portion of their curriculum which does not appear in their
catalogues or in their reports of instruction.

This is not to say that academic credit should automatically be given
for student participation on a publication staff. It does suggest the
possiblity of offering journalism instruction on a respeCtable academic
level and relating that instruction to student publications staff work as
a laboratory of experience.

Faculty advisors to student newspaper staffs (see Tables 21 through
23) and to yearbook staffs (see Tables 29 through 31) must certainly be
dedicated individuals. Most of them teach a normal or near-normal load
of classroom instruction, commonly in a discipline other than journalism.
Many of them have administrative assignments which, if the titles are
sufficiently descriptive, must occupy a great deal of their time. Many
advisors are responsible for two or more publications (in some cases, a
publication other than newspaper and yearbook). Many advisors are also
responsible for public relations and publicity for their campuses.
Many others are responsible for supervising club activities which may or
may not be related to journalism and/or student publications. Compounding
the problem of apparent overload in many cases, is the apparently
inadequate preparation of most advisors in journalism training and/or media
experience. Nevertheless, it is apparent that many advisors were them-
selves members of student publication staffs when they were in school and
many of them have been advising publications staffs for a number of years.

Senior Colleges

As listed in the 1970-1971 educational directory of the Alabama
Department of Education, there are 29 senior colleges and universities
in Alabama. Of these, two are controlled by the State Board of Education,
ten are state universities, and 17 are private institutions. (See Tables
32 and 33) Map 3, which accompaines Table 32, locates these 29 senior

(text continued on p. 63)
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institutions by corresponding numbers.

Because senior institutions are typically much less dependent upon
commuter students than are junior colleges, less importance is attached
to the location of schools with respect to the offering of journalism in
geographic areas. However, Map 3 includes a scribed 30-mile radius around
each of the senior institutions in which some journalism is taught, with
a bold circumference indicating those three schools which offer a major
program in journalism. A more significant correlation is the offering of
journalism in schools with sufficient population to support the discipline.
All five of the state-supported institutions which teach journalims have
a student population in excess of two thousand and the two institutions
granting degrees in journalism have enrollments of above ten thousand.
Of the five private schools offering instruction in journalism, three
have enrollments in excess of one thousand and one private institution
offering a degree in journalism has an enrollment of more than two thousand.
(See Table 32)

Only three schools, two state-supported and one private, offer a
degree with a major in journalism. The University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa
has the only graduate program in journalism in the state. In addition,
its Journalism Department offers an undergraduate major and minor, as does
the Journalism Department of Auburn University. One private school,
Samford University, also offers a major and minor. Troy State University
has declared its intention of offering a minor and has scheduled additional
courses to be included in their curriculum as this program evolves.

In the seven other schools where journalism is offered, courses in
journalism are offered within the English Departments of those schools.
The scope of their offerings ranges from one course to four courses. The
nature of questionnaire responses from those schools indicates that in at
least a large proportion of them the courses in journalism exist primarily
to support student publications, as was discussed in a previous chapter of
this study with respect to junior colleges.

Faculty qualifications in those schools offering a degree in
journalism are generally quite high. The University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa
has a faculty of ten, three of whom have a PhD degree. Nine of the ten
earned their highest degrees in journalism or mass communication. The
two members of the Auburn faculty have the masters degree; one has both
degrees in journalism, the other a bachelors in journalism. Of Samford's
five journalism faculty members (four of whom are part-time in journalism)
three have their highest degree in journalism. In the other seven schools
where journalism is taught, a total of only three of their faculty members
have their highest degree in journalism. (See Table 34) In many of
these latter cases, faculty members are also assigned classes in other
disciplines, or other duties. (See Table 35) Of the twenty-five college
instructors in Alabama who teach journalism, twelve devote their full time
to this discipline and all of these are in the degree granting institutions.
(See Table 36) Sixteen have their highest earned degree in journalism or
mass communications and thirteen of these are in the three degree granting
institutions. (See Table 37)

(text continued on p. 89)
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Map 4

ALABAMA SENIOR COLLEGES
(Numbers Correspond to Tables 32 through 61)
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ALABAMA SENIOR COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

TABLE 32

ENROLLMENT TRENDS

Total
Percentage

of Change
Senior Colleges Enrollment per ye 1966-70

1. Alabama A and M College
1966 1,745
1967 1,989 +14.0
1968 2,076 +4.4
1969 2,342 +12.8
1970 2,755 +17.6 +57.9

2. *Alabama State University
1966 1,671
1967 1,734 +7.2
1968 2,169 +25.0
1969 2,603 +20.0
1970 2,524 -3.0 +51.0

3. *Auburn University
1966 12,603
1967 13.055 +3.6
1968 14.422 +10.5
1969 16,701 +15.8
1970 14,225 -14.8 +12.9

4. Florence State University
1966 2,682
1967 3,007 +12.1
1968 3,054 +1.6
1969 3,214 +5.2
1970 3,235 +.7 +20.6

5. Jacksonville State University
1966 4,255
1967 4,934 +16.0
1968 5,440 +10.3
1969 5,722 +5.2
1970 5,645 -1.3 +32.7

6. Livingston University
1966 1,175
1967 1,326 +12.9
1968 1,651 +24.5
1969 2,031 +23.0
1970 1,812 -10.8 +54.2
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TABLE 32 continued

ENROLLMENT TRENDS

Total
Percentage

of Change
Senior Colleges Enrollment per yeas 1966-70

7. *Troy State University
1966 2,720
1967 3,938 +44.8
1968 4,481 +13.8
1969 5,380 +20.0
1970 5,732 +6.5 +110.7

8. University of Alabama (Birmingham)
1966 3,682
1967 4,262 +15.8
1968 4,309 +1.1
1969 4,847 +12.5
1970 4,907 +1.2 +33.3

9. University of Alabama (Huntsville)
1966 2,488
1967 2,470 -.7
1968 2,719 +10
1969 2,900 +6.7
1970 2,630 -9.3 +5.7

10. *University of Alabama (Tuscaloosa)
1966 11,975 +2.0
1967 12,257 +2.4
1968 12,822 +4.6
1969 13,035 +1.66
1970 13,017 -.1 +8.7

11. University of Montevallo
1966 2,361
1967 2,466 +4.4
1968 2,000 -18.9
1969 2,188 +9.4
1970 2,454 +12.2 +3.9

12. *University of South Alabama
1966 2,599
1967 3,355 +29
1968 3,882 +15.7
1969 4,713 +21.4
1970 5,221 +10.8 +100.8
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TABLE 32 continued

ENROLLMENT TRENDS

Senior Colleges
Total
Enrollment

Percentage
of Change

per yeLir 1966-70

13. *Athens College
1966 752
1967 1,180 +56.9
1968 1,279 +8.4
1969 1,487 +16.3
1970 1,077 -27.6 +43.2

14. Birmingham Southern
1966 992
1967 1,068 +7.7
1968 1,101 +3
1969 1,005 -8.7
1970 1,050 +4.5 +5.8

15. Daniel Payne College
1966 433
1967 391 -9.7
1968 326 -16.6
1969 345 +5.8
1970 227 -34.2 -47.6

16. Huntingdon College
1966 972
1967 944 -2.9
1968 828 -12.3
1969 816 -1.4
1970 790 -3.18 -18.7

17. *Judson College
1966 401
1967 429 +7
1968 440 +2.6
1969 431 -2.0
1970 438 +1.62 +9.2

18. Miles College
1966 1,024
1967 1,025 +.001
1968 1,065 +4.0
1969 1,000 -6.1
1970 1,139 +13.9 -11.2
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TABLE 32 continued

ENROLLMENT TRENDS

Senior Colleges
Total
Enrollment

Percentage
of Change

per year 1966-70

19. Mobile College
1966 331
1967 326 -1.5
1968 372 +14.1
1969 406 +9.1
1970 506 +25.6 +52.9

20. Oakwood College
1966 479
1967 626 +30.5
1968 552 -11.8
1969 607 +10.0
1970 569 -6.3 +18.8

21. *Samford University
1966 2,809
1967 2,757 -1.9
1968 2,717 -1.5
1969 2,908 +7.0
1970 2,663 -8.4 -5.2

22. Selma University
1968 365
1969 361 -1.1
1970 380 +5.3 **+4.1

23. Southeastern Bible College
1966 151
1967 160 +4
1968 159 -.6
1969 172 +8.17
1970 187 +8.7 +23.8

24. *Spring Hill College
1966 1,297
1967 1,236 -4.7
1968 1,022 -17.3
1969 970 -5.0
1970 970 0 -25.2
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TABLE 32 continued

ENROLLMENT TRENDS

Percentage
Total of Change
Enrollment Per year 1966-70

25. St. Bernard College
1966 760
1967 786 +3.4
1968 816 +3.8
1969 873 +7.0
1970 651 -25.4 -14.3

26. Stillman College
1966 648
1967 713 +10.0
1968 802 +12.5
1969 513 -36.0
1970 651 +26.9 +.5

27. Talladega College
1966 398
1967 498 +25.1
1968 579 +16.3
1969 546 -5.8
1970 532 -2.6 +33.7

28. *Tuskegee Institute
1966 2,702
1967 3,039 +12.5
1968 3,184 +4.8
1969 3,228 +1.4
1970 2,918 -9.6 +8.0

29. Walker College
1966 744
1967 717 -3.6
1968 790 +10.2
1969 783 -.9
1970 732 -6.5 -1.6

* Senior Colleges offering Journalism courses.

** Selma University's percentage of increase is based on figures from
1968-70, instead of dating from 1966.
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Facilities available for journalism instruction arc apparently
reasonably uniform among six of the ten schools, with the least facilities
consistently indicated in the schools teaching four courses or less in
journalism. The three degree granting institutions each list identical
facilities except that only the University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa has
wire service facilities and printing facilities. By evaluation of the
department heads of these three insitutions, facilities are deemed adequate
at Auburn and Samford, but inadequate at the University of Alabama.
(See Table 39) The reason for this evaluation is made apparent in Tables
41 and 42, which define courses and enrollments.

The single most popular course is the Introductory Survey, or
Fundamentals of Journalism, offered by nine of the ten schools. However,
analysis of catalogue descriptions seems to indicate a wide disparity of
subject matter included in this initial course. Writing and editing
courses are next most frequently named, followed by reporting, history,
and feature writing. (Sec Table 40)

Enrollment by courses during the past two academic school years
was tabulated for the ten schools in Alabama offering journalism.
(See Tables 41 and 42) Of the total reported enrollment for the two
academic years, the University of Alabama recorded 79.3% of the state's
enrollment in all journalism courses. Auburn University recorded 9.8%
of state enrollment; Samford reported 5.2%; and the other seven institutions,
those offering journalism courses but less than a major program, enrolled
5.7% of Alabama students taking jourualism.

The University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa offers the only graduate work
in Alabama in journalism. Since major revisions of the graduate program
became effective during the sumer of 1970, the course listings of Table 42
are not current, and are amended by Table 43, which indicates the current
graduate curriculum and the current year's enrollment.

Student publications on senior college and university campuses in
Alabama were also surveyed as a basis for comparison with junior college
publications. Tables 44 through 61 (Alabama Senior College Publications)
are parallel to Tables 14 through 31 (Alabama Junior College Publications).

(text continued on p. 111)
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CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The preceding chapters have been concerned with an analytical study
of journalism instruction in Alabama junior colleges; of journalism
instruction in Alabama senior colleges and universities as a transfer
consideration; of journalism instruction in state junior colleges in
neighboring states as a basis for comparison; of student publications,
their staffs and advisors, on all Alabama campuses as a means of defining
related areas of activity and interest; and of regional and national norms
for junior college journalism education as a pattern for definition of
goals in Alabama.

Since it is the defined intent of this study to be concerned
primarily with junior college journalism, conclusions and recommendations
will only be set forth with regard to the two-year schools. Data on
senior institutions, while presented only for their relevance to two-year
programs, suggest possible conclusions within their own sphere, and
if such are obvious they may speak for themselves. However, conclusions
and recommendations are hereinafter set forth only with respect to
journalism programs in Alabama junior colleges. Reference to State
Vocational Schools and Alabama Senior Colleges and Universities will
be made only as such may relate to the two-year schools.

Conclusions

It is only obvious to conclude that junior college journalism
education in Alabama is now virtually non-existent. Of the 21 public and
private junior colleges in Alabama, only 5 identify journalism as a
course of instruction. In every case, catalogue definition and/or
questionnaire response relates classwork to student publication production.
In only one case is more than a single course identified in the catalogue,
other than inclusion of a repeatable publications activity course for one
non-transferable quarter-hour credit. In only one of the five junior
colleges is the journalism instructor educated primarily in journalism,
and this one is newly hired.

It therefore seems reasonable to conclude that nowhere in Alabama's
junior colleges has journalism been taught as an academic subject, i.e.
on a comparable basis with other academic disciplines and for the primary
purpose of instruction rather than production.

Recommendations

On the basis of the statistical and descriptive data herein compiled;
with respect to guidelines and examples provided by national journalism
organizations and within other states; and upon the personal knowledge and
experiences of the author; the following recommendations are offered:
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(1) With respect to state-wide definition:

a. Recognizing the privilege of each junior college to
determine its awn curriculum, it should nevertheless be defined, perhaps
in the form of statewide guidelines, what minimum standards should be
expected of journalism instruction intended to be for transfer credit.

b. Junior college administrators should seek in one of their
meetings, or in a meeting called for the purpose, to agree upon basic
characteristics of a program of journalism instruction.

c. Senior institutions in Alabama which offer a degree with
a major in journalism should agree upon recommendations for subject matter
appropriate to the two-year program, based upon that which they can accept
in transfer toward a degree in journalism.

d. Junior college administrators, collectively or individually,
should consult with representatives of senior institutions offering degree
programs in journalism, to discuss continuity of coursework for journalism
majors. Emphasis should be not on a segmented program, but on a continuous
program involving more than one campus.

e. Junior college administrators and senior institution
journalism representatives should jointly seek to profit by the examples
of other state systems and the guidelines of national organizations concerned
with journalism education. Studies and recommendations are available from
the Association for Education in Journalism, the Junior College Journalism
Association, the American Council on Education for Journalism, the American
Society of Journalism School Administrators, and many state and regional
organizations.

(2) With respect to journalism curriculum initiation:

a. Before any junior college offers instruction in journalism,
it should first be determined at top administrative levels that such will
be offered as a respectable and defensible academic course; that it will be
funded as an instructional item; and that it will be treated equally with
all other academic courses of instruction in all respects.

b. As a rule, it should be assumed that journalism instruction
is likely to attract sufficient enrollment to justify its existence only
in junior colleges with total academic enrollment in excess of 1000 and
with a pattern of enrollment growth.

(3) With respect to junior college journalism curriculum:

a. Journalism curriculum at the junior college should be
initially limited to not more than two courses; and as locally demonstrated
demand grows, the curriculum could be increased, but in no case to more than
four courses. Unless class enrollment should prove untypically large, not
more than one course of a two-course curriculum, nor more than two courses
of a four-course curriculum, should be offered simultaneously.



113

b. Course content in a junior college journalism program
should be limited to approximately the following: a course in introductory
survey of journalism; a course in reporting and news-writing; a second
course in reporting and including some basic editing; and a course as
locally demanded in such related work as photojournalism or advertising.
(See Appendix A)

c. Course instruction should be comparable to similar courses
in degree-granting departments of journalism. Class time and class work
should involve academic instruction. This is not to say that outside
writing assignments cannot be both for class grade and newspaper publication,
but the emphasis should be on instruction, with writing for publication as
a by-product, or laboratory type adjunct.

d. Textbooks appropriate to the courses
and used as guides, and related library sources should
continuing basis. Library holdings should include not
basic journalism books, but a collection of newspapers
one nationally prominent paper (as the New York Times,
or Los Angeles Times).

should be adopted
be developed on a
only a variety of
including at least
Washington Post,

4. With respect to journalism faculty qualification and assignment:

a. The faculty member who teaches journalism should be
highly qualified academically, and ideally should also have some media
experience. As a minimum, he should have the equivalent of a college major
in journalism, or meet the Southern Association standard for a primary
teaching field, as is the case in other academic disciplines. To compro-
mise at this point is to raise serious question as to transferability of
journalism credits from the school. (See Appendix A)

b. The faculty
be assigned additional duties
relations, photography, etc.
as part of the person's total
to dilute quality performance

member who teaches journalism will likely also
in publications sponsorship, publicity-public
These duties should be realistically equated
assignment, lest a personal overload tend
in all areas of assignment. (See Appendix B)

5. With respect to "terminal" courses in journalism:

a. It should be recognized that in schools where a separate
"terminal" program in journalism has been identified, it has tended to
include a curriculum almost identical to that for a transfer program.
A junior college should not dilute its instructional effort nor handicap
a potential "late-bloomer" by defining separate curricula.

b. Technical courses related to journalism, such as printing,
should be left to the technical schools. Care should be taken to identify
journalism as an academic curriculum subject to transfer, and distinct from
technical or skills courses which may be frankly terminal in nature.

6. With respect to steps toward journalistic growth and development:

a. Junior college administrators should encourage and make
it possible for their journalism teachers and/or publications advisors to
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belong to professional organizations and to attend a national convention at
least annually. (Association for Education in Journalism meets in August;
Associated Collegiate Press meets in November).

b. Junior college journalism teachers and/or publications
advisors should be encouraged to visit a junior college campus where there
is a strong journalism program, and/or to visit a senior institution which
offers a degree program in journalism, at least annually.

c. Junior college administrators should make it possible for
their journalism teachers and/or publications advisors to continue their
graduate education in the field by attendance at summer school, short
courses, workshops, etc., at every reasonable opportunity.

d. Junior college publications advisors and staffs should be
encouraged to submit their publications for critique and/or competitive
judging annually, and to attend advisor and staff workshops whenever
possible.
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APPENDIX A

JUNIOR COLLEGE JOURNALISM ASSOCIATION

RESOLVED:

1. That further development of junior college journalism curricula
for students who plan to transfer to senior colleges and universities
that offer freshman and/or sophomore level journalism courses be
stimulated and advanced by:

a. coordination of journalism courses with those offered
in the first two years of four-year colleges or universities in
the region in order that, as a minimum, transfer credit in those
particular courses may be facilitated, and

b. coordination of liberal arts course requirements to
correspond generally with the liberal arts courses required of
journalism majors (or pre-majors) in the regional four-year
colleges or universities in order that transferring students
may not fall behind in their degree programs, and

c. the development of from 6 to 12 semester hours, or
the equivalent in quarter hours, of junior college journalism
courses, taught by faculty persons with a minimum of 18 semester
hours in journalism, or their equivalent,* and coordinated where
possible with senior college courses, and strengthened through
standardized (though not necessarily uniform) course outlines
and materials, teaching aids, and utilization of professional
resources.

*This minimum faculty preparation requirement was subsequently increased.

Adopted in National Convention, August, 1967.
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APPENDIX B

JUNIOR COLLEGE JOURNALISM ASSOCIATION

RESOLUTION ON WORK-LOADS OF JUNIOR COLLEGE JOURNALISM TEACHERS

With the increasing recognition that effective communication is
essential to every aspect of modern society, the quality of junior college
journalism instruction assumes added significance.

Traditionally, the teacher responsible for journalism instruction
in most junior colleges also is assigned as adviser to student publi-
cations, and therefore serves to implement theory and principle in
laboratory extensions of the classroom.

A wide variance exists among junior colleges in the work-loads
of teacher-advisers. Therefore, we believe it desirable to clarify
the dual role of these key individuals and to establish guidelines
as to the equitable evaluation of their responsibilities. The quality
of journalism instruction and of student publications depends on
establishment and acceptance of these guidelines.

We therefore strongly propose that:

1. The combined duties of teacher-advisers shall not exceed
the prevailing average teaching load among teachers in
other disciplines. For journalism teachers, a 12-hour*
load or less is realistic.

2. Advisership to any regularly-issued student publication
shall be equated as teaching at least one three-credit-
hour course.

3. Assigned additional work responsibilities should be
equated appropriately in terms of proportional relief in
teaching load.

*The resolution refers to semester hours.

Adopted in National Convention, August, 1968.
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