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ABSTRACT : .
Ih this article, the author describes her experience

teaching English as a second language to kindergarten children of

varied language backgrounds. Teaching activities, classrpom

procpdures, and materials are discussed. The basic objertlve of the ;
program is to increase the children's English vocabulary and to ;
provide cultural- education. Ideas for nelghborhood field. trlps are i
included. (VM) . g
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Thie semester I was aasigned as a volunteer to work at P,S5. 13 - \
’ . in Queens in the English as a Second Language Program. " The program is

supervised by Miss Jeanne Linden, a remarkably dedicated teacher. Miss .
Lin&en is assisted by several parent-aides during the week and also by
myself on Fridays.. Since my specialty is early chkidhood‘l work with .
several grouﬁs of kindergarten children each week. I have five groups,.
eachﬁwith apqroximately'aeven children, and I spend fifty minutee with ,

each group, ss Linden is extremely cooperative and worka conacientiouely
3 with the parent-aides in order to follow~ug the units I begin on Fridays.
' Unfortunately, I was not assigned to the ac:ool until March 19th ad since,
then two weeks wépe.loet due to the Easter vacation. However, every little
bit that can be'deﬁe.for'theae children is tremendously beneficial,

Tﬁe‘ESL progreﬁ at P,S. 13 is state-funded and thus receives at

wealth of visuai and liatening ﬁaterial. Miss Linden is a very generous

)

supervisor and constantly offers new materials and suggestions for the .

program, . |
| The children involved in this program are newly-arrived immigranta
from numerous fereign countries, including Japen, Burma, Greece, Ecuador;
Puerto Rico, Haiti, and several -others. Since most of the children arrived ' s
in this country th}s year, the basic objective of the program is to increase '
their English vocabulary and to familiarize them with our culture so that
school will become a relatively comfortable situation, -

In addition to the materials aveilable at P.S. 13, I use a set of

home~made flash cards for developmeht of a basic vocabulary and for practice
in 1iateﬂing t0 the sounds of the qu}ieh language. The set includes cards

o Keeeth NotHER.

295-28 A)W/M/OL SO
Queens Vitepee yy?

&
=
3
I3V

‘




[ A

WWWW—WWWWW?Wﬁwvﬁ T

- o = S
. . - % N ' ~
for teaching initial consonant aounds, colors, parta of. the body, animals,

abticles of clothing, and other useful items. I try to get the children
into the habit of speaking in sentences and after each child speaks I
. - repeat his sentence for reinforcement. | . ' |
Miés'linden and 1 both feel that experience is the best teacher and
| e hava planned the units for the children accordingly. The first unit’
was ebout the Z00, For this I used the program'a beautiful collection of
. - andimal visual aids, Thechildren absolutely adored thege pictures and are
- now &ble to identify many animale found\at the zoo, »
i When I teach the naming of things, I use this pattern' "What !'s :QEL/

l
this? This is a lion." I feel that children should hear the flow of the

- - vords éa it generally occurs ip'apeech so that they.wfgl be able to speak
and ﬁndqratand Engii@h’in i£a natural fo}m..I try to speak in as ﬁatural
| a tone and rgpe'of speed aé possible, | S ;
Five yeur old children havé ;ncredibly short attention spans so'I
.try to include savaraltaét;vitiea in each leaaon.f For example, we begin
} with our greetings: "My name iﬁ Miss Katchor.k‘What'a your name?" "My
neme is Maria," "Good morning, Maris," M"Good morning, Miss Katcher."
"Hoﬁ are you ‘today, }ﬁria?" "I'm fine, thank you," With diaiogues such
as this the round robin technique of allowing each child to ask the
: questibns works beautifully, We then practice awhiile witﬁivocabularj and
sound flash cards. Next we have a "discussion” aboué'the animal pictureé
I mentioned, After our discussion the children practice listening to a
regbrd about the sounds_ that apé.animals make and are then given an op=-

portunity 4o act out the role of the animal of their choice, Finally,

they cahcolor a rexograph of their favorite apimal, This unit on the o
200 provided several opportunitige to learn various conéepts such as number -
one tiger, two monkeys, three giraIfZa, etc.* We alao considéred siénificaht'
feaburea of each amimal = the etripea of a tiger or zebra, an elephant'a trunk,

a camel's hump, thel_ggg neck ofoa giraffe, and the long tall of monkgy.
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" ‘The mors English the children hear and the more they are allowed to uae,
:'-the quicker they will acquire fluéency. And young children are amazingl,y

mba .g,. 1
. ‘

,'T" " flexible. M‘ter one year in school they are generally quite fluent. . L

SEHR During the week the: parent=aides continued the unit on the zco.
mee Iirden provided in*eresting stories and poems to be read to the

g children ebout the zoo. Also, visual aids were used- cone‘okntly.

| - Our next unit was naturally the circus, Vieual aids, storles,

’

. poeme, & mrty with peanuts, popcorn,- and crackerjacks, plctures of -

| " clawne to be oolored vere all incorporated into the lessons,

- ' Last week, however, was the highlight of my " experience .at P.S. 13. L
M’. Mlss Linden'e suggestion, I decided to take the children for & walk to | |
the neighborhood sup rket. I combined groupe because this was to be an
entiro morning affair. I was accompanied by another aide and the ten ’

' children who remembered to bring back bheir parent consent forme. .

B I ¥as amazed that the children did not, get bored at all since we

: wero out of the echool for more than an hour and then continued our leeeon
tin echool with a frult party. The walk iteelf provided & great number of
1earning experiences, 'from talking about a garbage can, a i‘ire hydrant '
| ’_..,'and. a mailman to learning about croeeing the street, Once inside, the ’
.'A':-' f,.eupermarket, the children were in heaver., Everything interested 'the.m, B

'i; ' . ;

' : Y from toys to chicken. Finally, we got to the fruit counter, s poke about

o _ . "the various fruite on display and then picked out the frult we wanted to : f
b ' . :A . ‘ 5
: -~buye “When we were leaving the store, Spiroe asked me for "one cent for ‘

candy" so each child had his turn to buy a plece of gum from the _machine. | ; -

o On the way back to school we noticed several different doge... Naturally

e ] L

_'f ‘the.children vere very excited and'i therefore decided i:hat we will take )
) ,.a. walk to the ned ghborhood pet shop next week.. ‘

¢ “ “v - . This week the parent~aldes will follow-up our supermarket trip and

7L0}I‘f7l . foveers, St
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frult perty with a planting projects They will use the seeds T kept ,»:\f

{from the various frﬁits via ate. . | :

My experience at P.S. 13 has been a delightful one, Miss Linden ‘

o K could not have been more cooperative and the children's progfesa has z

been quite rewarding. Hcwever, the sch:ol desperately needs more ex- ‘

Iperimced ESL teacherns, One is certainly not enough! Also, Miss Lind\;n |

" explained that if there are budgetary cuts, ﬁhe ESL program will be the
- '. . first to.go. This probiem exists in varying degrees througho;xt the

- "city and the children are always the losers. I feel very strongly that . !

the, newsis of these ixmﬂgrn.nt‘ children must be reéognized and that they

nust be allowed to get the educatiofi they deserve, L (
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