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ABSTRACT

, American education must develop a system for
promoting understanding among and with minority cultures. Curriculums
should be designed which add relevancy to the education of minority
groups and abandon the traditional ideas of Americanization which
call for, among other things, the foreigner to become a good speaker
of English. English-as-a-second-language programs have helped to
develop a kind of mutual respect for foreign and American cultures.
Bilingualism is making negative contributions to the American
educational scene. These negative aspects should be taken into
consideration when developing curriculums which will incorporate
minority recognition while operating within the English language
framework. (VM)
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In this modern age of jets and ABMs,fbf'Space ships and
astroasauts, where man seams to be expanding nis horizons to
sclence fiction like proportions, one might feel somewhat
trite in wakling a plea for better human undefstaﬁding. Perﬁ@aa f@:h&u%”v
hgp@fggking for this little bit of kindness stzitt seem a
monumental task, as cbmpared to that of putting space ships in
orbiti%ecause when working with machinés, the scientist works
with facts and figures, which 'if correctly programmed, will
prove true.' iWnile, wnea working wifh huzan beings, the
scientist does not work with simple facts, but rather with

J

fprr : S '
complex p interrelationsihips which are relevant to that indi-

vidual 1a that culture at that specific time in history.

[43]
[}

Stientists rave long been invesﬁigatin" ways by which to
promote vetter understanding among human beings of all races.,
In one of these sciences, called socio-linguistics? Wnarf
writes, " ahat needs to be clearly 5220 by the anthropolo-

gist who, to a larze extent has gottea the idea that lin-

P} 21 .40k e -

guistilecs is merely a hiznly specialized and tediously tech-
alcal pldgevnnole in a far corner of the anthropological

. e e e o . t . "
worikshop, 1s that linguistics is esseatlally the guest of

meaaing, It may seem to the outsider to bs inordinately

o)

osorbed in recording hair-splitting distinctions of sound,
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performing pnonetic gymnastlcs, and writing complex grammars

wnich only grammarians read, But the simple fact is that its

real concern is to liznt uv the thick darkaess of language,

of a given communicy, witi the light of tails "goldeu some-
taiang", as I have heard 1t Called this transmvbing principle
of.meaning. As I have tried to show, this amounts to far more
tnan learning to sveak aund undpratand the languaze as the

practical language iteacher concelves thess ends. The investi-

gator of tae culture should hold an idsel of liaguistics as
that of nsurlstie zpproach to problems of psycholegy which
!

T A) . A ‘\) .c
nitnerto he may nave suranx Ifrom coasidering- a ¢lass through
wileh, wien correctly focussed, will appear the TRUZ SHAPES
7 of tnoze feoreces wnlch hitherto have been to him but
: 1,
. . PRI CO . . ' !
tne inscrutivle blank of irvisible and todiless thought,'
On close examinaticn of this idea, it would anpear to tais
writer toat the lack of lupleuentution of princinles which arve

involved nere,in ths opest,-weuld acecunt for wmuch of the ra-

clal misunderstandiing we Amerlcans sufler from todav,

T W T SN Sy

. . ] ) £ - .
grammar vs Usage )
Jremmariens have been arcuing the battle of "suying 1t the
; 1] . . 1 . . _ 1" ‘
propar way'(stendard Boglish) vz, "saying 1t like it is ’ ‘
(noa-stundard fuglizh) for 2 countlass number of VOIS,
L. "hicking in Primivive Communities®, B,L, waorf, Language,
Toousht and Rzality, ad. J.2, larrcll, The Fassachusetts
Institute of Tecnaology, 1955, ¥, 73% 3
o L ™ S YO S St e
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x And, 1t appears trat wnild& this magnificent intellectual
pattle nas been raging, little, if any considerstion has
oveen given to the ethnologlceal value of the learzing of a

language. 3apir noted long ago that, "... in languzge, no

0t speak exactly alike, However, unless

~
-

two individuals migz

two individuels fcllowed some general predictable pattern,
_ 2,
tnen, comwunication wouid break down." Wnen coming to a

foreign country, tne immigrant is expected to coanform to the
language and tihe culture of that people. If he doesn't, he's

ol of stap wita that culture and his success in that so-

SR R e v e
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: ciety is limited. 1In the past, speakers of oreign langusages,

"

; citizens of bi-cultural backgrounds nave been "out of step"
N D ) h

(”g and nhave suffered 2 limited amount cf succass in our coun-
try eitner because of thelr lack , of facility .

witn staandard 2nzlish or tecauss of their lack of desire to

conform ( in speaking and otuarwise) with 2 sociaty which %
places little v lua on the unique contributlions which theif %

Ca e vt e . -
pi-cultural bacrzzrcunds wmignt oriang to that society., One need g
only go to a Mexieczan "jamaica", to a Zoriugsse "Pzsta" or to é

an Italien "Santc" To Ses how nlghly the Latins esteem thelr

language; where everyone snezks the mether tonzus and where

-

P

the most respected is often the child who s )eaks his native
tongue tne best.
IZ tinis child's ability to sneak his own language well

evokes pralse and admiration from his owa cdontrymen, would

(;5 it not evoke even oreater praise frow them for the foreigner
o 2, Sapir, £., Language, ¥ew York, 1941, ». 97,

Aruitoxt provided by Eric

%
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(to their etanic background) who learns not only to speak
thelr languagze but who also learns to understsnd their cul-

tural differences as well?

3 S e g R, g s 50T L

On the other hznd, there is the child who comes to the

T4, vz v

Msenodl uaable to spsak his native tongue, elther because he

) . o those -
Is asnamed to identify with who sveak it, or because he is
caugat in the dllema of having to make 2 choice between the
two. Haven't many teacters oeen mislej into thiaking thet

Py :
bi-linsualism is ths reasodqPedro or diovanni can't speak
p ) 0 ks
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Inglisn well? How Surprised they might be 1f they learned

now inadeguately he was able to speak his native tongue, as

& well,

T N

e (?; Tt woukd sppears that ta—theday end=sme;=shere "relevancy”
P s
;' seems to be the keynote for motivationy would it not appear
&
i tnat our country has been wastving good eager mincrity miunds
? by not making their education relevant to their culture and
needs? One seed onlx search his memory of 2 couple of old 4
é, class lists to fiad at least a handful of names of "drop-usuts" %
& ' i
X w20 with a little investigation would prove tals poiat out,. g
é: ve,as teacners, know from experienée that wnen racial é
i ‘ g
? ' misuanderstanding occurs in the classroom, it is often caused 'g
by prejudices wnich the child experiences in his home, Often, ? |

the Latino cnild comes to tre scnool fealing defensive abvout :
his color, and insecure apout his Englisn. Many times ha is : !

unsuccessful in the classroom because of this. Because :this

[T
(ot cormercmrmerte e e ST T T P S

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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1s usually coupled with poverty and i1lliteracy in his home
and vecause he is often a target for abuse from nis class-
mates, thsse coaditions will frequently make him want to

hold on to his difference; his language. He will hold on

to this means of identity even if it means not succeeding

in the American society.

A Lack of Minoritwv Rocoznition

Califoraia snares a common bordsr with her neighbor,

I P ORUNp RO ST L EY

souta of tne border iexico., 3very vear, thousands of Americens

TR ey

P cross Jver the border to relax in the sun, take in the sights,
and eajoy the charm and hospitality of a people who are, by

b nature, friendly, casuel and hospitzble, At first meeting,

; qu 1t not being unusual for a Mexican to invite a norteamericano
to his nom= to share a humble meal of beans 2nd tortillas _ 4

around tne Xxitcnen stove with nis happy brood of children

and proud wife. Although the meal is not funcy, you enjoy 5

it beczuse of its uaiqueness.-end beceuse of the warmth you

T TR A e

wnare with your nosts. At the end of the vacation you re- I
- turn nowe, go back to the job, =ad often talk about your .

bleasant experlence to thne surprise of co-workers who gensrally

Tl o .
thougst of HMexican food as hot and aggrevatin

ry

5

r and Mexlcansg f“F&“
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California, and the natidn as a whole, suffers from thils
lack of interraction; fron this lack of ut.derstanding of other
cultures and of thelr contributions to the over-all American
community. America is a minority! America 1is still that
meltiﬁg pot of races which the Statue of Libe;ty welcomed
to its shores.
Still, in larze cities like Los Angeles, San Diego and
San Francisco, wnere there are major Spanish speaking con-
nunities, one would expect to find curricula developed long
ago to,encourage an uaderstaanding of Spanich speaking people;
one which would promote racial pride and dignity. Quite the
contréryl Althouga we hear rumble; of task force committees .
=

>3 fond '
working at developing these, I w0u1dAtha% this is Jjust another

device to keep the genesral public from getting restless, And

restless tney arse. Not until recent years have we seen any
efforts at meeting the demands of these Americaus., Recently,

we've seen pressuresgroups-force Boards of Educaziion into

initiating special prozrams ia vi-liazual z2ducation in Span-

3

e

sh, Cainese, Fillpino, Swanlli, gnd‘who—knows- what next. Do

taese programs represent the desires of the thiaking minority ?

Not always., Howevar, these prograns are the dirasct result _ 3 :
: ' _ : 3

of the indiffersace which we "Americans" have toward minority 3

Ceniil

culturss in our sacietby.
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Bi-Culturalism in our Schools?

rerhaps tne best way to answer this question might be:
"If minority people find themselves dis-enchanted with the

. e

American day, what happeas nexté” Iaére are evidences of
disencnantment with America in minority peoples all around
us. iany feel alienated from the country of their birth.
wnenvyouﬂﬁind_tnird, fourth, and fifth Zeneration Spanish-
speaking studeats refusing to speak zood Bnglish; (even though
most could) when you find these same students rallying to-
getner in a type of athnic identity'under the symbolic,
La Razal, Amerlcan education is indeed heading for difficul- -
ties witn these studeats now and with them later as adults.
American ZEaglish, ax‘it nas been taugnt in the'past, has

encouraged thils minority neglect; has, indeed, encouraged

isolatlioanism. * Znglish purists have neglected to rscognize

Lok g

)

tne wealtn of language -whichns the 3panish-speakian bring to
glish.

£3L-/ Bi-Linzualisme Positive Americanization?

S

D St o ar a2 P } 9 . LR Y o’ a

Auerican education‘has seen a ney 2mphasis in minority g
education;?he area of pi~lingualism. Is this a nsw animal %
in the educational menagerie or is titis an old friend.turnéd g
hostlle with a few spots and a guick temper. I think the g

g

latter. TYears ago, Americanization was the name siven to

tnat course of study walcn incorporated all iiscinplives in-
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volved 1in teaching the foreigner to become a good speaker of
fnglish and which taught him the basics of Amerlcan govern-
ment, and the Awerican ¥Way. No more such animal, Minority
cultures no longer want to be"Americanized" in the strict &
sense of the word., They feel a naturél afinity to their
native culture and dislike having to relinquish this. Al-
though it might appear to be hair-splitting, when English
has been taugiht as a second language (ESL) equal recogunition
is apparent to botn the native laguage and to the second
language, faglisnh. When studeats are taught the various
disciplines in tnelr native 1anguagé instead of Englisﬁ,

it would appear tnat the opposite.is true.. BExperience has
taugnt this writer that when bl-lingualism 1s maintained,

so separatism is aocurished.

v

But why are more pressurs groups for bl-lingual studies

emerging? Is it because of receant contributions to the

learning process by édhcatidnal psychologists? one need

only listen to tne radio for a couple evening to h2ar some

radical miinority leader tell you.that in order for "his" .. . .

pminority childrea to succeed, they must lezrn thelr studies

in tnelr native tongue. Hozwashl Ts this the kind of learn-

ing whicn will make the cnild successful in hils community
as an adulyv citizen? Will +thes2 children be able to com=-

pete on the same zrowdds with their more fortunate, "aative

samerican" zisters aad brothers? I rathber doubt it.
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£5L, as I have seen 1t evolve, has made proper contributions

to the American educational process in its effort to develop

a kind of mutual respect for foreign and American chltures.
Let's not confuse this with bi~lingualism, Bi-lingualism ,
is making negative contributions to the Americsmn educational
scene; but we can still profit by our mistakes... by taking in-
to consideration these nevative aspects vwhen developing
curriéula whiéh will incorporate mirnority recognition while
operating within the Znglish language framework. If Ameri-
can edﬁcat,ars don't recognize this need, we'll have our
schools divided.

Militant young people, of all minority races are.showingb
thelr diszust with a system which does not recognize thelr
uniqueness; one walcn does ﬁot offer them the opportuaity
they deserve. It's not uncommon to hear young rascist mili-

tants talk about "oqr‘s;de[

ﬁpﬁ 'the enemy" for to them a real
war already exists. Théﬁéﬁey fight is one which has a daily
battlefield in the classroom; one wnich 1s daily lost by

the minority student undls; tho consclenulous school teacher
who does not have at his commanleither the proper training

nor the proper educational Iframework within which to instruct

his students in a mutual respect and understanding.
In his book, ILanguage Todav, Mario Pei writes, " It is not

R . wh . ' .
the word that differs, (u g?‘ultura] misunderstanding occurs)

but ratrer the though?t ccncent it is meant to symbolize. The
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only way to make ths same word mean the same thing to all

-

men 1is to subject all people to the selfsame life experience,
’ . 3 . _
wnich is manifestly impossible.” If this is so, how can we

bridge that long span of time and human indifference amoug

=
d.
poet
]
t
Uz

our many American cu. in order to develop a closer

narmouy and better understanding amonyg them?

SO0Mg POSITIVE SUGSA3TIONS:

How can we work to promote better uaderstanding among/with

wminority cultures?

l. Review curricula in order to incorporate wnits of study
in English, Social 3tudizs, Forsign languazes, etc., which

emphasize better understanding of minority nrobdlems,

Y

. In fngzlish, books waich nromofe nuristic Baziish should
be abaadoned, Tney snoull be replacedl by Eaglish books
which promote a betler understandiaz of neople through

L | [}

an evhnological study of dialect.

ve gty

3. Audio-Visuzl aids to compliment tuess should be developed,

4

emphasize cultural coniributions,

4, In-3ervice coursas should be dsveloped to iastruct teachers

in metnods aad vrocedurss for teaching these.
- 9

a2veldp these units of

o
o
(1)

and para-professionals not oaly ¢

as whills keeplinug

ot
=
XD
!:;
}—-.
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study but also to tzach arcet ar

~ . - - ———1 W s s o

B U T
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iy

« Multi-cultural courses of study should be developed which-*

5. ©Bpecial inceativs pnay siould be provided to eacourazz teachers

5. Pel, Mario, Lazanzuage Today, Munk and Wegnalls, 19467, P, 96.
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them up to date.

7. Texibook companias snould be encouragad to develop texts
wnlech focus favorable attention to the uniqueness and posi-
tive contributions of minority Americans. Texts whaich
"tell it like 1t is". .

8. Bxperts be made available and funds be set aside to develop
linguistic programs in schools. Programs wnlch are aimed
at overcoming speclfic difficuities which a given minor-.
ity, say the Spanish-speaking or ths Chinese, have in

the learning of Hazlish.

A Look to the PFuture

',)K}wénty years agzo, our country was , for all sakes and pur-
poses, a welleruun macaias, Students took showers, cut their
nair and on the surface, all looked shlp-shape. Today, our
studenﬁ complexion has changed conaslderably. Our country will
never return to that -kind- of ‘normalcy, though verhaps, it's
just as well,

One need notv be a fortune teller to se2e what America has 1in
store for itself should 1t continue along its vresent course,
Minoritles, wietner they be white, brown, fed or yellow, are
coming into thelr ovm. They expsct and demand recognltion.
They want to aspire 1o the same kKiads of dreams which any

hzrd-working, capable maa nas the right to.

R R L T o OISR L LY I
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i This is the task of the American educator as a whole; of

i

} .

i the' English teacher in particular, It is our job to eguip

our studeuts with the tools to help them accomplish their

; dreams. The quastion is, "Will we wait ten vears to recog-

2 ailze the p.oblem 2s it really exists?" or will we work at

/ iaveloping a systam of 4merican educaition today which will

b result in a Ddetter uaderssanding of all cultures and a stron-

" . . ~ '

? ger, more unified America in the future? As a minority

¢ . ‘ '

¥ American, I sinceraly hope so.
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