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FOREWORD

The NEA Research Division's stndies of the status of the American Public.
School Teacher represent a quinquennial census of the teaching profession. pro-
viding basic data on the professional and personal characteristies of feachers, the
current status of their teaching conditions, their home and family life. economie
status. and - civie and community activities, Comparative data over a period of
vears provide identification of developing trends in the composition of the pro-
fession, the characleristics of leaching serviee, and the position of teachers in
society. This information shonld be helpful to professional associations in the
conduet of professional negotiations, development of legislative programs. and
planning services to meet the needs and interests of their members, as well as to
public officials and laymen coneerned with the life and work of publie-school
teachiers in the United States,

The current report presents data on the status of teachers in school year
1970-71 and on trends during the period 1961 to 1971, a decade marked by
change no less in education than in other arcas. Two changes may be briefly noted
here:

® The continuing rapid expansion of the profession during the 1960°s has
brought into teaching a considerable number of new teachers, the addi-
tion of whom has contributed to making the teaching profession vonng-
er, more dynamie, and more professional.

® The widespread adoption of professional negotiations during the second
half of the 1960’s has contributed not only to a partial rise in the
economic statns of teachers but also improvements in teaching condi-
tions,

It is hoped that the findings presented in this report will assist in identifying

problems and opportunities for future positive developments in the teaching pro-

fession.

GLEN ROBINSON

Director, Research Division

Jy
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HGNLIGNTS

Highest degree held

Less than bachelor's ... ............
Bachelor's . ......... ... i,
Master's orsix years . ..............
Doctor's .. i e

Median years of experience
Total years of experience

All teachers .. .................
Men ....... i,
Women ...... i

Years in present system:

All teachers ...................

Teachers teaching for first year

Allteachers ...............c.....

Distribution of teachers by school
level

Elementary . ..........coivvuunnn.

Elementary-secondary

combinations ..................
Junior highschool ................
Junior-senior high school ...........

Senior high school (3-year

and4d-vear) ....................

Distribution of secondary teachers
by subjects taught

Agriculture .. ... i,
Art i e e e e e
Business education ...... .. [
English ..........cciiiiiean...
Foreign language .................
Health and physical education .......
Home economics .................
Industrialarts ....................
Mathematics . .............cvunnn
Music ......coiiiii it
SCIBNCE « vttt it e e
Social studies ......... ... 0.
Special educetion .................
Uther . ... .. i

Two or more subjects, teaching each

half-time orless ................

*Excluded from this tabulation.

1961

146
6:9
231

0.4

110
7.1
14.2

6.2
4.6
7.4

8.0
10.9
6.6

56.9

1.6
15.2
6.6

19.7

26
2.2
7.6
19.0
4.1
8.2
5.1
5.5
11.4
1.7
1.7
129
0.3
1.0

6.7

1966
Percent
7.0
69.6
23.2
0.1

8.0
6.5
10

5
4
5

Percent
9.1
8.1
9.6

Percent
52.5

23
14.8
6.9

23.5

Percent
1.9
2.0
7.9

18.1
6.4
6.9
5.9
5.1

139
4.7

10.8

15.3
0.4
1.9

*

1971

29
69.6
27.1

0.4

[ Qe Qe

[3)]

9.1
9.8
8.8

52.7

1.2
15.6
4.6

26.0

0.6
2.7
5.0
2.4
53
5.1
6.2
14.4
3.8
10.6
14.0
11
1.0

College credits earned in last 3 years
Percent having earnad credits:

All

Mean
All

teachers . ...................

number of semester hours earned:
teachers ....................

Median age
All teachers . .....................

Sex and marital status

Men
Sin

gle oo e

Married . ......... ..o,
Widowed, divorced, separated ......
Women.............ccoviivvnnnn.
Single . ....iii i .
Married............ccoiiiin.,
Widowed, divorced, separated ......

Percent with employed spouses

{fult or part time)

Allteachers .............cccuuunn.
Men ...t i i i e

Vio

MEN ...t iiiiiiitee ceneonnn

Marriad teachers . ..................
Marriedmen ....................
Marriedwomen . ................

Teac)hers' children
Percent v/ho have children:

All

teachers ....................

Men ..... . i

Wo

L1

Ownhome .......................

19861

40.9
336
45.5

31.3
5.4
25.2
0.7
68.7
16.9
42.8
2.0

49.5
32.4
57.3
73.2
40.5
92.5

58.0
70.8
52.2

1966
Percent

36
33
40

Parcent
31.1
6.2
24.3
0.6
69.0
15.8
44.8
8.4

Percent
51.0
35.7
57.9
73.9
45.7
89.1

Percent

57.6
66.0
53.8

Percent
61.6
95.9
58.5
35.3

21

1971

61.1
£8.3
57.4

35
33
37

Percent
8.1
88.3
3.6

34.3
5.2
279
1.1
65.7
14.2
44.0
7.5

54.4
449
59.4
75.8
55.1
88.9

56.8
65.6
52.1

66.9
94.8
47.6
43.6

3.6
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Mean annual contract salary*® 1961 1960 1971 Length of school year 1966 1971
All teachers ... ................... $5,264 $6,253 $ 9,261 C.assroom teaching days.
Men L. 5,568 6,639 9,854 Mean number of days:
Women ,......... ............... 5,120 6,077 8,953 All teachers ... . ............. o 181 181
e e e Elementary ... ................ I E: 2 181
*1961 frgures include, 1966 and 197 1do not include, extra pay SQCONTATY - o vo o o 180 181
for extra duties. Mean number of nonteaching days:
All teachers . .. .............. 5 4
Elementary ... ............. ... 4 4
Total income {including spouse’s SECONUArY ... 5 5
if married)
All teachers ... . . . ... 15,021 Size of schoof staff
Single teachers® .. ................. e ... 10,385 Mean number of classroom teachers:
Married teachers . .. ... u .. . ... 17,093 All teachers . ... ....... ... .. .. .. ..., 39 42
Married men .. .ooveneen . . ... 15,006 Elementary .............. . 23 25
Married women .. ............... e ... 18510 Secondary .. ... ... 57 61
Mean number of additional professional
* Includes widowed, divorced, separated. personnel in school:
Allteachers .. .................ovvrn ., C 7
Pupil load oY e
Elememary teachers: PRGN rer e e
Mean number of pupilsin class. . . .. . 2 28 27 Teachers with male principals Percent
Secor dary teachers:
. Allteachers . .....................c. v, ... 891
Mean number of periods taught
Elementary . ........... ... . Cae 80.3
Perday v 5 5 5 Secondary 98.8
Mean number of pupils taught ~ VEEIEE e e '
perday ..o 138 132 134 Race of principal Percent
Black . ....... .. s 5.7
Lunch period White ... Lo 97
Mean number of minut-s: Other ... .. ... . c 2.7
All teachers . ................... 40 38 37
Elementary . ................... a4 41 19 Race of majority of pupils taught Percent
Secondary .................. ... 35 35 34 Black . ..o e e Ca 12.3
White .. ... . e e e P 841
Percent of teachers who eat lunch Other . ... . . .. e Ce 20
with pupils: Percent Noracial majority ... ......vvevrer e . 1.7
All teachers .., ................. 38.8 46.9 30.5
Elementary . .................... 50.5 62.8 40.5 Economic class of majority of pupils taught Percent i
Secondary . .......... .., 23.1 204 19.6 Upperclass ..........0vvuiirerennnennnn.. .. 09 X
' Upper middleclass .............c.oouvvnen.. o219 :
Lower middleclass ............ . oovin.n., ... 36.8 -
. . Lowerclass . ........oovvvuiieninnnnn.. ... 152 §
Secondary teachers’ unassigned periods Perrent Mixed eCOnomic classes . . . ... .. ............ .. ... 282 3
per week H
No unassigned periods .............. 214 229 19.4 Type of community where school is located Percent :
1-4 unassigned periods , ., . .......... 9.5 7.3 5.5 [T T .. 34.4 :
5 or more unassigned periods ...... ... 69.1 69.8 75.0 City~250,000 or more population . .......... ... 208 ;
Innercore . .......... e ... 106 g
Other partofcity ...................... cae 10.2 !
Mean number of hours per week spent City—less than 250,000 population .. ......... .. 13.6 H
on all duties Suburban ... .. ... .. e s 244 !{
Allteachers .................... 47 47 47 Ruratorsmalltown ........................ B ) !
Elementary ............ovvvunn., 49 47 46 Smalltown ...... ... ... 280 .
Secondary ................ ..., 46 48 48 Rural............ e e . 13.2
Q . 6
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LIST OF TREND TABLES

o Hghestdegree held 0000000 12
2 Reeeney o lughest degree 0000000 L Lo 13
Lo Type of inddatio cat which teachers prepared for degrees 0000000000 0L 13
f. Recenes of entey into teaching profession .00 0o I
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B Numberof breabs inservice 0 e 1
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16, Percent of 1otal teaching time spent outside major Field of preparation ... ... ... 30
17, Number of pupils in class, elementary teachers not departmentalized ..o L. 30
18, Mean number of pupils per elass, secondary teachers 000 000 o0 31
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. INTRODUCTION

THE CONTINUING NEERD tor comprehensive and
timely — information  about  the  publie-school
teachers  of  the United  States led  the NEA
Research Division in 1930 to initiade a series of
repoits devoted specifically to this purpose. Every
five vears sinee that date,  the division  has
condacted  questionnaire surveys of  nationwide
simples  of teachers in public elementary and
secondary schools, covering various aspects of the
teacher’s professional, family. and civie life. Over
the years as changes have oceurred in the life of the
nation e in education, the questionnaire has
andergone revision and updating, so as to provide
data  of  contemporary  rvelevanee  as well  as
continuing  mformation  on  matters of  lasting
importance to the teaching profession,

The most reeent of  these  surveys  was
condueted in spring 1971, Results are reported
here, together with selected comparative data from
previous studies. The object of the report is to give
an aceount of the status of the American teaching
profession at the beginning of the 1970’s and of
the changes that have occurred during the 1960’s.

Sampling Procedures

Selection of participants for the survey was
accomplisied by means of a two-stage sample
design, The first stage was a probability sample of
school systems drawn from a comprehensive file of
public school systems, classified by enrollment into
nine strata; cach stratum was represented in the
first-stage  sample. Superintendents of the 406
school systems selected received a request for the
direetory or roster of teachers in the system for the
current year, or in the case of some large school
systems, for a random sample of teachers. All the
superintendents in the sample responded with
usable lists of names,

From these lists the second-stage sample was
sclected by using a sampling fraction that resulted
in a sclf-weighting sample of 1,889 teachers. Each
teacher in the United States had a 1-in-1,000
chanee of being selected.

Questionnaire

In Februwy 1971, a four-page, O-kitem
questionnaive: was mailed to all teachers in the
sample.  Thirty-nine  of  the  items  on the
questionnaire were identieal with or closely similar
to questions asked in one or more of the previons
surveys. The questionnaire was composed of nine
sections, as follows: (a) Professional Preparation,
(b) Teaching  Experience,  (¢) Present Teaching
Assignment. (d) The  Teacher and His Family,
(¢) The Teacher and the Community, (f) Profes-
sional Growth  Activitics, (g) Feonomic Status,
() Retrospeet and Prospect (on teaching career),
and (i) Professional Satisfactions and Problems.
The questionnaire is reproduced in full in Appen-
dix B,

Follow-ups and Responses

Over a period of 12 weeks after the initial
mailing, five follow-ups were conducted, resulting
iit a return of 1,592 questionnaires. Among these
were a few respondents who could not be classificd
as classroom teachers according to the Resecarch
Division’s definition of this term. For the purposes
of this and other Research Division studics, a
classroom teacher is one who is employed at lcast
half-time during regular school hours in classroom
teaching. Elimination of nonclassroom teachers
produced an adjusted sample size of 1,819, of
which the 1,533 usable replies received represent a
response rate of 84.3 percent. See Table A.

Analysis of Data

Data were analyzed with reference to the
following characteristics of respondents: sex, age,
geographical region, size of school system, and
school level (elementary- secondary). Table B gives
the composition nf the sample with regard to these
subgroups.

Distribution of responses has not been
reported for subgroups consisting of fewer than
250 respondents because of the larger sampling




N

error imvolved. Means and medians, howeser, are
reported whereser applicable exeept for subgroups
of fewer than 100,

Refated Studies

The two  previons  stidies in this series,
conducted in 1961 and 1966, offer comparable
data on o number of items. Data from the 1956
study  have not been included in this report for
comparative purposes hecause of the difference in
sampling methods in wse at that time, Data from
the 1961 survey were analvzed on slightly different
bases from those used later:s the 1961 stady,
however.  does  provide  comparable data for
subgroups  based on sex and school level, The
extensive analysis of data made in 1966 enables
comparison in most eases with all 1971 subgroups
reported,

in addition to condueting a national suryvey in
1971. the NEA Research Division also cooperated
with L NEA-affiliated state education associations
in surveving the status of ‘teachers in Alabama,
California, Florida, Ceorgia, Kansas, Kentueky,
Michigin. New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Washington, and Wisconsin,
State questionnaires were developed by adapting
the  national  questionnaire,  and  data were

TABLE B.-COMPOSITION OF SAMPLE BY SUB.

TABLE A.—SAMPLE AND RESPONSE, SURVEY OF
STATUS OF AMERICAN PUBLIC-SCHOOL TEACHERS,

1970-71
Group Number or
percent
1 2
Sample size—number of questionnaires
mailed. .. co i e e 1,889
Number returned and identified ........ 1,692

Number of replies from persons se-

lected in the sample who were not

currently classroom teachers. . ....... 58
Adjusted sample size, omitting the

estimated total number other than

full-time classroom teachers ......... 1,819
Number of usable replies from futl-

time classroom teachers ............ 1,823
Percent of response, based on ad-

justed sample size .. .....o0vvvnn.. 84.3

GROUPS
ltem . Number ___Percent
ST N S
SEX
Men ..o 526 34.3
Women ..ot inie e, 1,007 65.7
AGE
Under30......0000eivnun. 562 37.1
30:30. ... 345 22.8
4049 ....... .0 i e 270 17.8
500rmore .....ccvvvininn 338 22.3

GEOGRAPHICAL REGION"*

Northeast ............c0un 351 229
Southeast ................ 310 20.2
Middle . ...........covuutn 498 32.5
West .....ovviiiiiiinnns 374 24.4

SCHOOL SYSTEM SIZE

25,000 or more enroliment . . . 432 28.2
3,000-24,999 enrollment . . . .. 689 44.9
Less than 3,000 enroliment . .. 412 26.9

SCHOOL LEVEL
Elementary ............... 807 52.6
Secondary ......... .00 726 47.4

*NORTHEAST—Connecticut, Delaware, District of
Columbia, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode
Island, Vermont, SOUTHEAST—-Alabama, Arkansas,
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West
Virginia, MIDDLE-Illinois, Indiana, lowa, Kansas,
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota,
Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin, WEST—Alaska, Arizona,
California, Colorado, Hawaii, ldaho, Montana, Nevada, New
Mexico, Oklahoma, Oregon, Texas, Utah, Washington,
Wyoming,

processed by the NEA Rescarch Division. State
associations will issuc their own reports of findings,
which are therefore not included in this report.

Organization of thc Report

This report is organized in eight sections
including this introduction. The first four sections

=
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following  the introduction  concern different
aspeets ol the  teacher’s  professional  life, as
follows: (1) Professional Bachground, covering
preparation and  experienees () Teaching
Assignment,  including — characteristies of — the
teacher’s present position and conditions of serviee
and chareteristies €' wehool's stalf and puepils:
(IV) Professior = the and (V) Altitades
Toward the Profes “wo more sections, VI9and
VIL covers respeetive, e teacher's personal life
anel - hiseivie and community life. The former
reports on the  characteristies of  teachers as
individuals and members of families and on their
ceonomic status, The latter deals with teachers'
relations  with  their  communities  and  their
activities as eitizens, The coneluding seetion (V1)
gives a compilation of data from preceding seetions
in the form of selected prodiles dexeribing the
clementary teacher and the seendary teacher, the
man teacher and the woneen teadcher.,

In addition, three appendises inelude  the
following material: Appendin A is a teehaical note
on sampling variation and the inlerpretation of
statistical  data: Appendix B reproduces the
questionnaire used in the survey; and Appendix €
gives complete Labulations  of responses to all

questions i the order of their ocenrrenee in the
(uestionnaire,

Each of the siv seetions (I-VI) which report
results opens with w brief <uwgmary - ol major
findings and trends in the arca under discussion,
These are subsequently  diserssed in more detail,
together with additional points the importanee of
which does not warrant their inelusion in the
sumraary. To o avoid  unnecessary - repeticons,
material inelided  in the appendises i nol
reproduced in conjunction with  the  test,
Therefore, the reader is repeatedly referred to the
appropriate seetions of the appendises for the
exael wording of questions and for complete
tabulations of responses, Tables accompanving the
text are for the most part comiaed Lo reporling
trend data, combining  seleeted material from
Appendix C with comparable data from 1961 and
19606,

Caution

In using these data, the reader is advised to
keep in mind that they are sample results and
therefore small differences may not be statistically
significant, Appendix A shonld be consulted for
assistance in interpreting doubtfnl points,
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I PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND

Summary of Major Findings and Trends

® Nondegree teachers almost entirely dis.
appeared Trom the profession during the
1960 Ninety-seven pereent of - 1971
teachers hold at least a hachelor's dearee,
Bachelor's degrees inereased in the fiest
halt of the decade, master's degrees in the
~ceond half,

) Men continue 1o have academie qualifica.
tions superior to those of women, but
women bave improved their eredentials
greatly io the past decade, with a large in-
erease in hachelors degrees and a small in.
erease in master’s degrees,

o Small school systems <till lag hehind large
andt mediumesize systems in the prepara-
tion level of their teachers but show some
signs of catching up. Nondegree teachers
- small systems have heen greatly re-
dueed sinee 1966, but higher degrees are
still sparser than in medinm or large svs
tems,

® I'wo teachers in 5 have received  their
highest degeees within the past five vears,

® \u inereasing mijority of teachers have
obtained their degrees from publie institu.
tions. Threefourths of all bachelor’s and
of all master’s degrees held by 1971 teach-
ers came from public institutions,

®  Thirtv-five percent of the 1971 teaching
force entered the profession within the
previous five years,

® About | teacher in 10 was teaching for
the fiest time during the 197071 schood
_\'(':ll‘.

® The colleetive experienee of teachers de-
creased from a median of 11 to a median
of eight vears during the past decade.

®  Men teachers have more experienee than
they did 10 vears ago: women teachers
have less. The median for both sexes is
now the same,.

o lLarge and medinm svafems have more
experieneed feachers than small svstems,
but the experienee of teachers large
svatems has decreased in the past live
_\'c'ilrh.

® About half of all feachers have taught in
more than one school svstem,

® Approximately 3 leachersin 3 have moved
from one school svstem to another in the
state where they are now teaching, Oue
leacher in 5 has moved across state lines
during his carcer, and | teacher in 9 has
lost retivement credit because of interstate
mobility.

® Droken serviee is rarer among teachers
than it used to be. Ten years ago more
than half of all women teachers had had at
least one break in serviee, but in 1971, 6
wonen in 10, and two-thirds of all
teachers, reported no breaks in serviee,

® Nearly 9 teachers in 10 planned to
continue teaching in the 1971-72 <chool
vear, The vast majority  intended  to
continue in the e sehool system, but 5
poreent |)|:ln|u'(| to move to another
system,

Preparation

Questions 1. 2, and 3 concerned. respectively,
the highest degree held by the teacher, the year in
which the highest degree was received, and the
type of institution from which cach degree was
received, See Appendix B, page 96, and Appendix
G, pages 102-10.1.

Highest degree held. Table | shows the up-
grading of teachers’ preparation since 1961. The
pereentage of nondegree teachers decreased by
about half from 15 to 7 percent from 1961 to
1966 and again by about half from 7 to 3 percent
from 966 to 1971. Teachers with the bachelor’s
as their highest degree rose from 62 to 70 percent
hetween 1961 and 1966, but show no change
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since: those with a master’s degree or six years of ie credentials has had greatest impact at the cle-

preparation, having shown no significant change in mentary fevel where most teachers are women, The

the fiest half of the decade, have inereased from 23 proportion of clementary teachers without degrees

to 27 pereent in the last 5 years, has been reduced from about |in din 1961 to 1 in
The change  has  occurred  chiefly  among 20 ten years later, Higher degrees also show an

women, aising them to the same level of minimum increase among clementary teachers but arve still

qualification as mea. In 1961, 1 womanin 5 lacked more prevalent at the secondary level.

a degree, but by 1671 almost all women (97 per- Nondegree teachers have tended to comprise a

cent), like almost all men (98 pereent), had at least larger proportion of the older teachers who entered

the profession some time ago when lower standards

a bachelor’s degree. The inercase in women with a
of admission were in effeet. In 1966, teachers with-

master’s degree or six years from 10 to 19 percent,

though small, is statistically significant. Men teach- out degrees amounied to 18 percent of those age
ers, however still greatly exeeed women in the pro- 50 or older, a much larger percentage than found

in any of the younger age eruups. Retirement and
veplacement by better qualified younger teachers,
combined with the imposition of degree require-

portion with advanced degrees.
Because men teachers are conceentrated in sec-
ondary schools, the upgrading of teachers” academ-

Table 1. Highest degree held

Sex School level
Total Men Women Elementary Secondary
1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971

Less than bachelor’'s 146 7.0 29 42 16 21 193 95 34 238 129 46 23 06 1.1

Bachelor's........ 619 69.6 69.6 551 632 548 65.1 726 774 622 71.4 745 61.6 67.7 64.2
Master's or six years 23.1 23.2 27.1 398 348 426 155 17.2 190 139 157 209 354 315 339
Doctor’s ......... 04 01 04 09 04 06 0.1 ... 03 01 ... ... 07 03 08

N-umber reporting.. 1,881 2,344 1,633 590 730 526 1,291 1,614 1,007 1,071 1,230 807 810 1,114 726

NPV RSP RN L

N N
LSS SN S ST

T e S G

Age

Under 30 __30-39 40-49 50 or more
1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971
Less than bachelor's ... 2.9 0.6 2.3 2.9 4.7 1.8 17.7 7.7
Bachelor's . .......... 86.3 83.8 €7.2 €2.6 57.8 60.4 58.9 61.4
Mast.r's or six years ... 10.8 156.7 30.3 33.6 374 37.9 32.1 30.7
Doctor's ............ .. .. 0.2 0.9 - 0.7 0.3 0.3
Number reporting . . ... 781 562 524 345 403 270 593 339

School system size Geographical Region

Large Medium Smali Northeast Southeast Middle West
1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 19717 1966 1971 1966 1971
Less than bachelor's .. 25 1.4 42 26 142 5.1 7.1 37 43 19 123 46 34 08
Bachelor's .......... 68.7 66.2 701 679 69.7 760 64.7 5956 77.2 77.4 67.2 693 705 730
Master'sor six years .. 28.3 319 257 289 16.0 189 280 359 182 20.0 205 26.1 262 259
Doctor’s ........... 05 05 ... 06 ... ... 02 09 04 06 e .o ... 03
Number reporting .... 559 432 1,032 689 753 412 556 351 517 310 682 498 589 374

Al




me nts. have reduced this pereentage to 8 percent in
1971, which is still significantly largee than thet
found among yvounger teachers. A concomiiant
change has heen the inerease in advanced degrees
among the oldest teachers. the proportion of which
now approaches that found in the 30-39 and 40-49
age gronps, A further sign of upgrading in teachers’
preparation is the increase of master’s degrees
among teachers under age 30 from 1 to 16 per-
cent in the past five years,

Small school systems showed a much larger
pereentage of nondegree teachers in 1966 than
medinm-size or large systems. This pereentage has
deereased considerably in the past five years, from
I4 to 5 percent, but the proportion of teachers in
small systems with degrees beyond the bachelor’s,
less than 2 in 10, is still much smaller than the
approximately 3 teachers in 10 in medium and
large systems who hold higher degrees.

Possession of at least a bachelor’s degree is
now in general abont equally widespread geograph-
ically. A substantial decrease since 1966 in non-
degree teachers in the Middle states has brought
this region more into line with the rest of the coun-
try. Advanced degrees, however, vary in different
regions. In the Northeast, teachers with a master’s
degree or six years have increased from 28 to 36
percent since 1966. This region now has the
highest percentage of teachers with advanced de-
grees; the Southeast has the lowest percentage.

Recency of degrees. Tablc 2 compares the
recency with which 1966 and 1971 teachers had
received their highest degrees and shows little
change between the two years. Since the question
asked respondents just to indicate the year in
which they had received their highest degrees with-
out specifying whether the degree was a bachelor’s

Table 2. Recency of highest degree

1966 1971
Within previousSyears ......... 41.2 43.0
6-10yearsago ......co00nuon 191 18.5
11-20yearsago .. ..oovuevovnns 17.9 201
More than 20 yearsago ......... 14.8 15.4
Have less than bachelor’s degree .. 70 3.0
Number reporting ............. 2,332 1,56523

$oi.
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Table 3. Type of institution at which teachers prepared
for degrees

1961 1966 1971

BACHELOR'S DEGREE

Public .....ovvvvn vt 69.5 70.6 76.3
Nonpublic............... 30.6 29.4 23.7
Number reporting .. ....... 1,582 2,101 1,438
MASTER'S DEGREE

Public vvveviiiniinnn, e 66.1 76.1
Nonpublic............... - 313.8 23.9
Number reporting . ........ . 526 410

or higher degree, the more than 40 pereent found
obtaining degreces within the previous five years re-
flects both the influx of new teachers after com-
pleting their bachelor’s and the concern of experi-
enced teachers for continuing their education.

Men’s degrees tend to be more recent than
women’s. Two factors may account for this: men
are younger than women and they are more likely
than women to obtain degrees beyond the bach-
elor’s,

Although the recency of teachers’ degrees nat-
urally correlates with age, it is interesting Lo note
that 22 percent of teachers age 50 or older received
their highest degree within the past 10 vears (i.e.,
at age 40 or later) and 9 percent within the past
five years (i.e., at age 45 or later).

Type of institution. Classification of the type
of institution at which a teacher prepared may be
made on two bases: (a) whether the institution is
publicly supported or not; dnd (b) whether it is
primarily an undergraduate institution for the
training of teachers or a comprehensive institution
of higher education. On the first basis, Table 3
compares the type of institution from which bach-
elor’s degrees had been obtained by 1961, 1966,
and 1971 teachers and from which master’s degrees
were obtained by 1966 and 1971 teachers. Data
show an increase hetween 1966 and 1971 from 71
to 76 percent in bachelor’s degrees, and an even
larger increase from 66 to 76 percent in master’s
degrees, taken by teaehers at public institutions.

To classify institutions on the second basis,
both public and nonpublic institutions were sub-
divided into colleges or universities with profes.
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sional schools sueh as Taw and medicine and col-
leges or universities without such professional
schoolse A majority of bachelor’s degrees, G- per-
cent. were found to have been reeeived from un-
dergradnateinstitutions — without  professional
schools, while a majority of master’s degrees, 58
pereent. had been received from institations with
professional schools, The latter finding indicates
that most teachers with advaneed pre paration for
their profession have received that preparation in
the same Kind of professional atmosphere as the
members of other professions, Such teachers, how-
ever. constitute only about 15 pereent of the
teaching profession asa whole,

Experience

An important factor to keep in mind in con-
. 3 . [ I3
sidering data on teaching experience is the over-all
growth of the teaching profession during the
1960°s, The total number of classroom teachers in
public clementary and secondary schools, reported
by the NEA Research Division’s Estimates of
School Statistics,!  inereased from | 403,336 in

TEstimates of School Statistics, 1971-72, page
b3,

Table 4. Recency of entry into teaching profession

Total Men

1960-61 1o 1710888 in 1965-66 and 1o
2,0062.243 in 197071 for a total inercase of
658,907 or A7 percent over the decade, Viewed
from the terminal point of the decade, this means
that 32 percent of 1971 teachers were filling new
positions added to the profession during the ‘pre-
ceding 10 vears. The inevitable effeet of such
growth is to hring into the profession a substantial
number of new teachers above and beyond those
replacing former teachers lost by normal attrition,
This has an obvious hearing on questions related to
the length, variety, and continuity ol experience
shown by teachers as a whole,

Length of service,  Questions 4 and 5 con-
cerned, respectively, the year in which the teacher
first began full-time teaching, and the number of
years of experience he had had both in his total
carcer and in the school system in which he was
currently teaching. See Appendix B, page 96, and
Appendix G, pages 105-107.

Table 4 compares “the recency  with which
1966 and 1971 teachers entered the profession,
while Tables5 and 6 give the 10-yvear trend in, re-
spectively, the total length of teachers’ experience

Sex School level

1966 1971 1966 1971

Within previous 5 years 35.1 35.3 40.9 37.1
6-10yearsago ...... 16.7 18.4 26.6 22.7
11-20 vyearsago . .... 17.4 22.0 22.5 27.8

More than 20 years ago 30.9 24.3 9.8 12.4

Number reporting .. .. 2,335 1,525 728 525

School system size
Large Medium Small

Women Elementary Secondary
1966 1971 1966 ~1971 1966 1971

324 343 29.5 33.9 41.2 36.8
121 16.1 13.7 14.8 20.0 22.3
15.1 19.1 16.5 21.7 18.4 22,5
40.4 30.5 40.3 29.6 20.5 18.3

1,607 1,000 1,223 802 1,112 723

Geographical region
Northeast Southeast Middle West

1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971

Within previous

Byears ........0.. 315 37.1 37.2 332 348 367 393 376 31.3 309 36.2 379 33.1 332
6-10yearsago....... 19.4 193 16.7 187 146 16.8 202 198 126 195 151 165 18.7 184
11-20 years

-1 T 22.7 25.7 17.0 230 140 168 162 224 182 221 162 184 190 26.7

More than 20

yearsago.......... 26.4 17.9. 29.1 25,0 36.6 29.7 243 20.1 37.8 274 325 27.2 292 216

Number reporting .... 556 431 1,030 683
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Table 5. Toral years of teaching experience, inc!uding current year

Total Men

Sex School level

Women Elementary Secondary

1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971

Onevyear......... 80 9.1 9.1 109 8.1 9.8
Twovyears........ 6.3 9.3 77 94 100 6.7
3-4vyears.,....... 13.2 144 156 186 17.0 157
5-9vyears........ 19.4 21.7 240 26.1 30.7 26.0
10-14vyears...... 151 142 156 17.7 153 20.1
15-19 years...... 104 98 97 39 85 098

20 or moreyears .. 27.6 21.4 18.3 134 104 121
Number reporting.. 1,852 2,332 1,523 586 730 523
Mean ........... 13 12 1" 9 9 10
Median .......... 1.0 80 8 71 65 8

School system size

1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971

66 96 88 65 74 76 100 11.0 108

49 9.1 8.2 5.1 88 76 80 100 7.7
10.7 132 155 11.2 122 16.4 159 167 147
16.3 17.7 230 182 198 214 21.0 239 27.0
138 137 133 137 141 143 168 14.3 17.2
134 104 96 131 11.0 104 6.7 85 8.9
343 265 21.6 322 26.7 225 216 15.7 137

1,266 1,602 1,000 1,060 1,220 800 802 1,112 723

15 13 12 15 13 12 " 10 10
14.2 10.0 8 13.3 100 8 88 7.0 7

Geographical region

Large Medium Small Northeast Southeast Middle West

1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971
Onevyear ........... 7.7 6.7 92 95 100 11.0 85 63 83 88 09 107 94 99
TWO Years .......... 74 65 103 76 95 90 119 66 79 62 95 87 80 86
3-4years.......... 13.1 19.3 14.6 12.9 150 16.1 168 21.2 128 124 134 154 145 13.1
G-9vyears.......... 228 24.6 22.3 242 202 232 249 244 169 265 21.7 230 231 231
10-14vyears ........ 16,0 18.6 14.8 155 12.0 127 13.2 181 130 121 146 13.1 157 196
15-19years ........ 1.2 10.2 8.4 11.0 107 6.8 72 86 99 118 108 89 109 99
20 or more years. . ... 218 14.1 205 193 226 21.1 176 150 31.2 222 200 202 183 158
Number reporting .... 556 431 1,027 683 749 409 554 349 516 306 677 495 585 373
Mean ., ...oovservrnns 13 10 1 12 12 1 1 10 14 12 12 1 1 1
Median «....oovunnn 9.0 8 8.0 3 8 7 7.0 7 110 8 80 7 80

and the length of their service in their present
school systems.

Data indicatc a fairly constant rate of entry by
new teachers into the profession during the 1960’s.
In 1966, 35 percent of all teachers had entered the
profession between 1961 and 1965, and a similar
35 percent of 1971 teachers entered between 1966
and 1970 (Table 4). Percentages of those teaching
for the first year in 1961,1966, and 1971 do not
show significant difference (Table 5).

At the other end of the spectrum, however, a
decrease has occurred in the proportion of the pro-
fession representing older teachers with long ser-
vice. The percentage of teachers with 20 or more
years of total teaching experience declined from 28
to 18 percent over the decade as a whole (Table 5),

while the percentage of teachers who had begun
their careers more than 20 years earlier decreased
from 31 to 24 percent just in the second half of
the decade (Table 4).

This change has taken place among women and
has had its principal effect at the elementary level.
In 1961, onc-third of all women teachers had 20 or
more years of experience; by 1971, this proportion
was down to about one-fifth (Table 5). Again, the
proportion of women who entered the profession
more than 20 years ago dropped from 4 in 10 to 3
in 10 between 1966 and 1971 (Table 4). Changes
among elementary teachers are closely similar to
these. Elementary schools, however, continue to
have a larger proportion of teachers with long ex-
perience who began their careers many years ago
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than secondary schools. although the pereentage of
secondary teachers with 20 or more years of expe-
riecnce has also deercased sinee the beginning of the
decade.

The general trend has been to a decrease, oc-
curring chiefly in the first half of the decade, in the
total years of expericnee among teachers as a
whole. The median for all teachers dropped from
Il to 8years’ total experience hetween 1961 and
1966, although there is no evidenee of further
change in 1971, The mean in total years of expe-
rience, however, which had decreased from 13 to
12 years in the first half of the decade, continued

Men aud women teachers exhibit contradice-
tory trends in - experience. The experience  of
women teachers deereased throughont the decade,
with the median alling from 14 years in 1961 to
10 years in 19066 to 8 yearsin 19715 Int the expe-
rience of men teachers inereased in the second half
of the deeade, with the median rising from 6-1/2
years in 1966 to 8 years in 1961.2 These trends
show predictable effects on the experience patterns
of elementary and sccondary teachers. Experience
of clementary teachers declined throughout the de-
cade; that of secondary teachers decreased slightly
in the first half of the decade but shows no change

decreasing to 11 years over the sccond five-year 2 Decimals were not carricd on means and me-
period. dian in the 1971 survey.

Table 6. Years of teaching in present system, including current year

Sex School level
Total Men Women Elementary Secondary

| 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971
Oneyear......... ... 178 165 ... 169 157 ... 182 169 ... 154 156 ... 203 17.3
Twovyears........ ... 125 117 .... 144 93 ... 117 129 ... 118 114 ... 134 119
1-2vyears........ 26.7 303 282 327 31.3 250 240 299 298 243 27.2 27.0 300 337 29.2
3-4vyears........ 180 174 194 218 201 207 163 16.2 186 17.5 16.1 19.2 187 18.8 19.56
5-Ovyears........ 220 21.7 234 250 26.1 258 206 19.7 221 20.3 21.7 23.1 242 21.8 236
10-14 years...... 111 130 133 94 118 165 119 136 11.7 126 151 12.1 9.2 108 14.7
15-19 years...... 8.1 68 70 44 60 57 98 72 77 87 714 76 7.2 6.5 6.3 .
20 or moreyears .. 14.1 10.6 88 67 47 6.2 17.4 135 10.2 16.6 127 10.8 10.7 85 6.6 i
Number reporting.. 1,870 2,0°87 1,416 588 721 492 1,282 1,566 924 1,063 1,191 735 807 1,096 681
Mean ........... 9 8 8 6 7 7 10 9 8 10 9 8 8 7 7
Median . ......... 6.2 5.0 5 46 4.0 5 7.4 50 5 70 6.0 5 5.3 4.0 5

School system size Geographical region
Large Medium Small Northeast Southeast Middle West
1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971

DA 3 o 3B S mitglaiid B i e B BT

Onevyear ........... 131 122 185 16.1 20.4 215 1569 145 145 163 19.2 186 205 156
Twovyears.......... 97 94 132 115 137 143 143 74 106 11.3 130 140 121 127
1-2vyears.......... 228 216 31.7 276 341 358 302 219 266 276 32.2 326 326 283
3-4vyears.......... 143 226 175 183 196 178 181 234 168 163 165 186 18.4 19.1
5-9vyears.......... 241 244 222 240 19.3 212 221 262 182 241 243 225 215 214
10-1d vyears........ 176 16.2 124 135 105 10.1 11.0 120 13.0 121 131 125 149 16.8
15-19vyears........ 7.9 6.6 68 76 60 64 60 68 102 74 57 67 59 72
20 or more years . .. .. 13.2 8.6 95 9.1 105 8.8 127 9.8 164 124 82 71 6.7 7.2
Number reporting .... 544 394 1,008 645 735 377 547 325 601 282 662 463 577 346
Mean.........o.... 10 8 8 8 8 7 8 8 10 9 8 7 7 7
Median ............ 7.0 5 5.0 5 40 4 50 5 6.0 5 5.0 4 40 5
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in the second half, most likely as a result of the
balancing effect created by the newly increasing
experience of men and the continued decreasing
experience of women,

Further evidence exists which suggests the pos-
sibility of departare from traditional career pat-
terns of men and women. Men, it has long been
assumed, tend to leave teaching either for more
lucrative employment outside education or {or po-
sitions in educational administration. Women, on
the other hand, supposedly tend to oceupy
themselves with teaching before and after marrying
and raising their families. The distribution of re-
sponses by sex in Table 4 lends substance to these
ideas. Two-thirds of all women teaching in 1971
had hegun their careers either within the previous
five years or more than 20 years carlier, while 6
men in 10 were recent entrants to the profession,
having begun their careers within the previous 10
years, However, there are signs of change: the per-
centage of women in the middle range, who began
their careers between 5 and 20 years before, has
inercased from 27 to 35 percent hetween 1966 and
1971 and the percentage of men whose carcers
started more than 10 years ago has risen from 32
to 40 percent in the same time. The increase in
proportion of men with between 10 and 20 years’
total experience from about 2in 10 to 3 in 10 over
the decade as a whole also suggests that men are
staying with teaching longer than they uscd to.

Large school systems have lost the unique posi-
tion they held five years ago when they had teach-
ers of greater experience and longer service with
the system than medium or small systems. The me-
dian has declined from 9 to 8 years in total experi-
ence (Table 5) and from 7 to 5 years in length of
service with the system (Table 6) among teachers
in large systems. This change has apparently come
about through the replacement of older teachers of
long expericnce by beginning teachers within the
past tive years. The percentage of teachers in large
systems who began teaching more than 20 years
ago has decreased substantially (Table 4) as has the
percentage with at least 20 years of total experi-
ence (Table 5), while percentages of teachers with
3-4 ycars’ total experience (Table 5) and with 3-4
years’ scrvice with the system (Table 6) show in-
creases of similar magnitude.

Small systems, however, continue to have
teachers both of lesser total experience and of less-
er experience with the system than medium or

17

large systems. Nearly 3 teachers in 8 in small
systems are in their first two years of service with
the system.

Geographically, the most noteworthy feature
in teaching experience is the deercase in the South.
cast siace 1966, The median in total experience has
fallen from 11 to 8 years and the proportion of
teachers with 20 or more y ars of experience de-
creased from 31 to 22 pereent (Table 5), while the
pereentage who had started teaching more than 20
years carlier declined from 38 to 27 percent. These
changes have brought the Southeast more into line
with the rest of the country in the length of serviee
of its teachers.

Mobility. Question 6 asked respondents to
specify the “umber of other school systems in
which they had tanght in the same state where
they were currently teaching and the number of
systems in which they had taught in another state.
Question 7 followed up by asking those who had
taught in other states whether they had lost retire-
ment credit and how many years of credit had
becn lost. See Appendix B, page 96, and Appendix
C, pages 108-110.

Table 7 compares the total number of school
systems including the present one in which 1966
and 1971 teachers had taught. The slight decrease
from 55 to 52 percent in teachers who had moved
from one system to another is statistically signifi-
cant. In both surveys, teachers who had moved
were found to be about evenly divided between
those who had taught in only one additional
system and those who had taught in mo.e systems.

Women and elementary teachers have tended
to show more mobility than men and secondary
teachers, but mobility among the two former
groups has decreased since 1966. This change may
be related to the decreased total experience of
women and elementary teachers.

Younger teachers with shorter experience be-
hind them have naturally taught in fewer systems
than older teachers. Among teachers age 50 and
older, nearly 3 in 4 have moved at least once and 3
in 10 have taught in four or more school systems
(i.e., changed teaching jobs at lea- t three times.)

Teachers in large systems are less likely to have
moved than those in medium systems, and those in
medium systems less likely than those in small
systems, while the Northeast has fewer mobile
teachers than the rest of the country. Similar mo-
bility patterns related to system size and geograph-
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Table 7. Number of school systems in which teachers have taught, including present system

Sex School level
Total Men Women Elementary Secondary
1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971
:' One system .. ....... 45.1 48.6 52.7 54.3 41.7 45,5 41.2 47.2 49.4 50.0
) Two systems . ....... 26.7 271 27.8 26.7 26.2 27.2 25.9 27.0 27.6 27.1
, Three systems ....... 13.7 12.9 10.0 11.1 15.4 13.8 156.1 13.2 12.2 12.5
l/ Four or more systems . 14.4 115 9.5 8.0 16.7 13.4 178 126 108 103
Number reporting . . .. 2,335 1,460 729 505 1,606 955 1,222 758 1,113 702
} Mean .............. 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
| Median ............ 2.0 2 1.0 1 20 2 2.0 2 20 2
:
) Age
; Under 30 30—-39 40-49 50 or more
3 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971
One system .......... 67.7 70.5 45.4 36.6 349 42.8 228 27.3
Two systems ......... 25.9 22.7 28.2 34.7 28.2 27.6 24.5 26.0
Three systems ........ 5.4 5.8 17.0 18.4 16.7 15.2 19.8 17.5
Four or more systems . . 1.0 1.1 9.4 10.2 20.2 14.4 329 29.2
Number reporting .. ... 781 556 524 331 401 250 587 308
Mean............... 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3
Median ............. 1.0 1 2.0 2 2.0 2 3.0 2
School system size Geographicai rsgion 1
Large Medium Small Northeast Southeast Middie West ‘
1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 i
3
M
Onesystem......... 55.3 589 45.1 479 377 385 586 575 451 47.2 399 428 385 487 35
Two systems ........ 23.0 248 291 26.1 26.2 31.0 249 264 284 269 26.7 281 269 2u5 H
Three systems .. ... .. 124 8.1 13.6 155 151 136 95 103 142 155 16.3 146 143 110 3
Four or more systems . 9.3 8.1 12.3 104 211 16.9 7.0 58 123 104 171 146 20.3 139 1
i
Number reporting .... 557 419 1,029 651 749 390 555 341 514 290 679 474 587 355 ¢
Mean.............. 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Median ............ 1.0 1 20 2 20 2 1.0 1 2.0 2 20 2 20 2

ical region were also found in 1966, but the per-
centage of mobile teachers in the West has de-
creased since then.

Teachers are more likely to have moved within
the same state than across state lines. Almost twice
as many report that they have taught in another
system in the same state (39 percent) as report that

they have taught in other states (20 percent). .

Seven percent of all teachers have taught both in
another state and in another system in the same
state where they are now teaching.

Inter- and intra-state mobility among teachers
in different size school systems and different geo-
graphical regions do not conform to system-size
and geographical patterns of over-all mobility.
Fewer teachers in large systems than elsewhere
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Table 8. Number of breaks in service

Sex
Total . Men Women
1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971
None ..........., §5.9 62.2 66.4 76.0 80.5 79.4 46.6 53.9 59.6
Onebreak ......... 26.7 24.0 16.4 17.0 31.3 27.7
Two breaks . . ...... 441 8.3 7.2 24.0 2.7 3.0 53.4 10.8 9.4 '
Three breaks . . ..... 1.9 2.0 e 0.6 2.8 2.7 . *
Four or more breaks . 0.9 0.4 0.2 ... 1.2 0.6
Number reporting . . . 1,837 2,337 1,526 583 730 525 1,254 1,607 1,001
Age
Under 30 30-39 40—-49 50 or more \
1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 ‘
None ............... 90.8 90.7 66.2 65.2 49.6 56.5 31.3 35.0 ‘
Onebreak ........... 8.6 8.9 24.3 24.9 35.0 29.0 46.1 44.0 ‘
Two breaks .......... 0.5 0.4 7.1 8.4 10.9 10.0 17.3 15.6 K
Three breaks . ........ 0.1 ce 1.1 1.4 3.5 3.3 3.6 4.5 4
Four or more breaks . . . 1.3 1.0 1.1 1.7 0.9 8
4
Number reporting .. ... 781 562 523 345 403 269 588 334 3
School system size
Large Medium Small ;
1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971
None ............ 67.3 73.6 63.7 65.5 56.4 60.5 :
Onebreak ........ 239 19.7 26.3 24.9 29.2 27 .1
Two breaks ....... 6.1 37 7.2 7.9 . 11.3 9.8
Three breaks ...... 1.3 2.5 1.7 1.5 2.7 2.2 3
Four or more breaks 1.4 0.5 1.1 0.3 0.4 0.5 E
Number reporting .. 557 432 1,030 684 750 410
Geographical region .
Northeast Southeast Middle West
1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 :
None ............ 71.7 72.6 56.6 66.3 59.9 63.6 60.8 64.4
One break ........ 22.2 225 30.6 24.6 28.1 24.8 25.7 23.7
Two breaks ....... 4.9 3.4 9.7 7.8 9.6 8.7 8.7 8.4
Three breaks . ..... 0.7 09 2.7 1.3 1.8 2.0 2.6 3.5
Four or more breaks 0.5 0.6 0.4 cen 0.6 0.8 2.2
Number reporting . . 555 351 516 309 679 495 587 371
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Table 9. Reasons for break (most recent) in service

Total

1966
Marriage or full-time homemaking ........ 1.9
Maternity or child-rearing............... 1.7
Spouse’s work tock us to another community 1.2
Furtherstudy . . ...................... 38
Employment in a position outsic  education 39
Employment in another educational position 0.2
Military service .. .....ooinii i 1.6
Other ..ot e s 1.6
Reason not indicated .................. 1.9
No break inservice . ... ................ 62.2
Number reporting ... .................. 2,337

*Responses of men not tabulated separately in 1966.

have moved at all, but almost as many have moved
between states (22 percent) as within the same
state (25 percent). In medium-size systems, how-
ever, where there are more mobile teachers, almost
twice as many have moved within the same state
(39 percent) as between states (21 Percent). Again,
the high degrec of mobility found among teachers
in small systems is very largely intrastate mobil-
ity: 52 percent of teachers in small systems have
moved within the same state, compared with 16
percent who have moved across state lines. Geo-
graphically, the Middle stands out from the rest of
the country in having a larger proportion of intra-
state mo bile teachers.

Sixty-one percent of teachers who have moved

. between states have lost retirement credit and 16

percent do not know whether or not they have lost
credit. Years of credit lost range from 1 to 23 with
a mean of 4. Teachers who have lost credit com-
prise 11 pereent of the profession as a whole. If the
youngest teachers who are least likely to have
moved are excluded from consideration, 16 per-
cent of all teachers age 30 and older are found to
have lost retirement credit because of interstate
mo bility.

Continuity of service. Question 8 concerned
the number of breaks in service the teacher had
had, and Question 9 followed up by asking about
reasons for breaks in service. See Appendix B, page
96, and Appendix C, pages 111-13. Further infor-

mation on continuity of service was obtained from

1

e

Sex
Men Women

1971 1966" 1971 1966 1971
6.4 - 0.2 17.4 9.7
12.5 - 0.2 17.0 18.9
0.9 . v 1.7 1.4
3.7 - 5.7 3.1 2.7
35 c 6.9 2.6 1.7
0.5 o 0.2 0.2 0.6
1.8 . 4.8 0.2 0.3
2.0 . 1.6 1.9 2.3
2.2 - 1 2.1 2.8
66.4 v 79.4 53.9 59.6
1,626 - 417 1,607 1,001

Question 62, which asked respondents to indicate
on a double- column response checklist in which of
several activities they had been engaged the pre-
ceding school year (1969-70) and in which they ex-
pected to be engaged the coming year (1971-72),
See Appendix B, page 101, and Appendix C, pages
225-27.

Table 8 shows the decrease from 53 to 40 per-
cent in women teachers with broken service, while
Table 9 reveals that the percentage of women who
have interrupted their careers for marriage or full-
time homemaking has been greatly reduced since
1966, declining from 17 to 10 percent of all
women. These trends may be influenced by the
decreasing proportion of older women teachers.

Women are still more likely to have broken
service than men, and the principal reasons for
breaking service remain homemaking or child-rear-
ing. Twenty-nine percent of all women, accounting
for 19 percent of all 1971 teachers, have broken
their service for one of these two reasons. The per-
centage of women breaking service to raise families
does not show significant change from 1966.

Among men, the principal reasons for an ab-
sence from teaching are other employment (within
or outside education, though chiefly the latter),
further study, and military service. Higher percent-
ages of men tha.a of women report breaking service
for other employment and furthier study.

Younger teachers are naturally less likely to
have had a break in service than their older col-
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Table 10. Activities last year and next year

Sex
- Total Men Women
1966 1971 " 1966 1971 1966 1971
Last Next Last Next Last Next Last Next Last Next Last Next
year year year year Yyear year year year year year year year

Full-time teaching ... .......... 874 91.3 882 894 896 923 896 925 864 908 874 87.8

Same school system ............ 805 856 839 846 816 854 856 868 80.0 857 830 834

Another school system .. ........ 6.9 5.7 4.3 48 80 69 40 b7 6.4 51 44 44

Not teaching full-time ........... 12.5 88 119 105 105 7.7 105 7.4 136 9.2 126 12.2
Attending college or university .
full-time . ......... ... ..... 8.6 1.7 7.0 1.4 72 24 65 1.2 9.1 14 73 15 “
Military service . .. ............. 0.2 e 0.3 ... 07 ... 10 ... - 01 ... ... .

Working in nonteaching position . . 1.1 1.5 1.4 21 19 35 22 34 0.7 05 09 15

Homemaking and/or child rearing . 1.6 2.9 2.0 32 ... ... ... 02 2.4 42 30 4.7

Unemployed and seekingwork . . .. 0.2 0.4 0.3 03 01 04 02 0.2 02 003 04
Retired ...................... e 1.5 0.1 22 ... 04 ... 12 0.1 1.9 02 27 ¥
Other ........... ..., 0.9 0.8 0.8 1.3 06 10 06 1.2 1.1 08 09 14
Number reporting ... ............ 2,336 2,263 1,480 1,446 727 712 506 493 1,609 1,661 974 983
Age o
Under 30 30- 39 40- 49 50 or more ]
1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971

Last Next Last Next Last Next Last Next Last Next Last Next Last Next Last Next
year year year year year year year year year year year year year year year year ;
d ]
Full-time teaching . ... .. 72.3 86.3 77.6 845 90.0 91.3 90.8 93.6 953 97.2 945 96.6 97‘.3 93.7 97.9 87.7 §
Same school system .. .. 59.6 75.0 70.9 754 835 86.8 86:4 89.4 90.8 94.7 92,6 950 958 92.3 96.3 86.7 ‘
Another school system . 127 11.3 6.7 91 65 45 44 42 45 25 19 16 15 14 16 1.0 §
Not teaching full-time ... 278 137 224 155 82 88 92 63 47 29 55 36 27 63 2.1 123 5
Attending college or uni- =
versity full time ...... 217 32 158 24 33 16 35 06 20 1.3 16 1.2 05 02 03 06 ;
Military service ....... 05 01 09 ... 02 il
Working in nonteaching ‘%
position ............ 21 28 13 35 11 18 24 30 05 05 08 04 03 02 09 a
Homemaking and/or %;
chiid rearing......... 22 60 31 75 21 34 18 18 15 08 19 ... 0 ... 03 ,:;é
Unemployed and seeking &
work . ............. 04 05 04 02 02 06 ... ... ... ... 04 08 02 02 ... 06 3%
Retired ............. cee e e 02 oL Ll L. L. oL, ... ... ... 02 B4 06 101 g
Other ............... 09 11 09 17 13 14 75 09 07 03 08 1.2 08 03 ... 10 ;&%
Number reporting ...... 779 751 550 536 523 507 339 330 401 395 258 258 591 572 320 308 %
4
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r Table 10. Activities last year and next year {Continued)

Schoo! system size

Large _ Medium Snrall

» © 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971
Last Next  Last Next Last Next lLast Next Last Next Last Next
L year year  year year year year  year year  year  year  year  year

4

Full-time teaching .... 885 919 913 893 869 91.3 873 893 871 90.6 860 89.¢r
L Same school system .. 844 84.3 87.7 849 80.1 86.1 83.7 845 780 821 799 844
Another school system 4.1 2.6 3.6 4.4 6.8 5.2 3.6 4.8 9.1 8.5 6.1 5.4

Not teaching full-time . 11.6 8.2 86 106 13.1 86 126 108 129 94 140 10.2

Number reporting . . ... 558 542 416 411 1,027 993 670 644 751 728 394 391

Geographical region
Northeast Southeast Midd!le West
1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 197
Last Next Last Next Last Next Last Next Last Next Last Next Last Next Last Next
year year yedr year year year year year year year year year year year year year

Full-time teaching ...... 88.9 91.9 89.4 87.7 884 91.1 87.2 88.2 86.3 90.0 86.9 90.6 86.2 92.1 88.9 90.4
Same school system . ... 82.8 86.5 85.6 84.7 833 86.7 83.2 84.7 78.4 82.1 821 848 78.2 87.7 84.9 84.0
Another school system . 6.1 54 38 30 51 44 40 35 79 79 48 58 80 44 41 64
Not teaching full-time ... 11.1 81 106 123 11.7 88 128 11.6 136 100 131 95 138 8Q 11.0 96

Number reporting ...... 553 540 341 334 514 497 208 288 681 655 476 467 588 571 365 357

leagues. The higher incidence of broken service
among teachers age 50 and older than among those
age 40-49, and in the 40-49 age group than in the
30-39 group, is probably a reflection of the succes-
sively larger proportions of women in the older age
groups. The same pattern related Lo age is obsery-
able amoug both 1966 and 1971 teachers, but bro-
ken service among teachers in the 40-49 age group
is rarer than five years ago.

Large systems have a greater proportion of
teachers with unbroken serviee than medium
systems, and medium systems a greater proportion
than small systems. This pattern is a new devclop-
ment since 1966 when large and medinm systems
had similarly higher percentages of teachers with
unbroken serviee than small systems. The North-
cast continues to show, as in 1966, a larger per-
centage of teachers with continuous service than
other regions. The Southeast, however, shows a
large decrcase since 1966 in the percentage of
teachers with broken serviee; this change may be
related to the large decrease sirce 1966 in this re-
gion in teachers who had begun their careers more
than 20 ycars carlicr.

Table 10 compares responses of 1966 and
1971 teachers as to what they had been doing the
year before and what they planned to do the next
year. Data show a fairly high rate of ycar-to-year
continuity in teaching scrvice. Eighty-eight percent
of 1971 teachers had also been teaching full time
in 1969-70 and 89 percent planned to teach full
time in 1971-72. These percentages do not differ
greatly from percentages of 1966 teachers in regard
to 1964-65 and 1966-67.

Most of the teachers who were not teaching
last year were attending college full time. Most of
those not planning to teach the coming year would
be cither engaged in homemaking or child-rearing,
or retired, or working in a nonteaching position.
Women are most likely to leave teaching for the
home and family, men to leave for nonteaching
work. In both 1966 and 1971, the pereentage of
women indicating that they planned to leave
teaching the next year for homemaking and
child-rearing exccede! the percentage who re-
ported that they had returned to teaching after
being at home the preceding year. This diffcrence
indicates a continuing small but permanent loss of




women to the profession for the fulfillment of tra-
ditional feminine roles,

The youngest age group, which inchides new
teachers entering the profession right after college,
('\p('(-h'(ll\' shows fewer teachers in full-time teach-
ing the previous year than planning to contime
teaching the next vear, while the oldest teachers,
some of whom are bound to retire, show a smaller
pereentage planming to continue teaching the next
year Ill.m had been teaching the year he hn(' How-
ever, the youngest teachers also show a signifi-
cantly higher  dropout  rate  than any other
age group except the oldest, Fifteen pereent of
1971 teachers under age 30 did not intend to con-
tinue teaching in I‘)?I-"’ half of these planned to
leave for  homemaking or child-rearing. Among
teachers age 50 and older, the perrentage pl.mnmg
to be retired the coming year has doubled from 5

23

pereent in 1966 to 10 pereent in 1971, No evidenee
exists, however, for significant change in the 2 per-
cent retirement rate for the profession as a whole,

These data also shed additional light on teach-
cr mobility sinee respondents were asked to indi-
cate whether full-time teaching last vear and next
vear were in the same or different sehool svstems,
Comparison with 1966 shows that slightly fewer
teachers moved from one school svstem to another
between 1969-70 and 1970-71 than had moved be.
tween 1964-65 and 1965-606.

Teachers under age 30 are more likely to have
moved since the preceding year or to be planning
to move the next year than older teachers. A
smaller pereentage of 1971 teachers under r age 30,
however, than ()i 1966 teachers in this age group
reported that they had taught in a different school
system the year hefore,
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HI. TEACIUNG ASSIGNMENT

Summary of Major Findings and Trends

Slightly more than half of all teachers are
still found in elementary schools. Most
men still teach in secondary school, the
largest proportion in senior high school,
and most women still teach in elementary
school, bul more women now than 10
years ago are senior high-school teachers.
Departmentalization of clementary teach-
ers has increased four-fold over the past
decade. One clementary teacher in 5 is
now teaching on a departmentalized basis,
English, mathematics, social studies, and
science remain the four subjects most
commonly tanght by sccondary teachers.
Women still tend to teach English, men to
teach science and social studies.

Tewer teachers are teaching grades or
subjects outside their major field of
preparation than 10 years ago, but |
teacher in 7 continues to be o scriously
misassigned that he is teaching at lea-t half
his time outside his major field.

Mean class size in elementary schools has
decreased from 29 to 27 pupils per class
since 1961, but sccondary teachers still
carry a pupil load of more than 130 pupils
per day.

Sccondary teachers average 26 periods of
53 minutes cach of classroom teaching (in
addition to homeroom, study halls, and
other assigned responsibilities) and 5
unassigned periods per week out of the 34
periods in the school schedule.

Teachers continue to work a mean of 47
hours per week on school-related activi-
ties, as they did in 1961, but they now re-
ceive compensation for all but 8 of these
hours, compared with nearly 11 hours of
noncompensated activity in 1966.

Lunch periods are slightly  shorier than
they were at the beginning of the devele,
but reqnirements that teachers cat lunch
with their pupils have been cased in the
last 5 years, and a mnajority of teachers,
even at the clementary level, now have
duty-free lunch periods.

88 percent of teachers have to attend reg.
vlarly scheduled faculty meetings. Annual.
ly elementary teachers attend a nean of
17 meetings of 49 minutes length: second-
ary teachers an average of 14 meetings of
53 minutes length.

181 days of classroom teaching still
represent the mean length of school year,
but teachers have fewer extra nonteaching
days than 5 years ago. Extra days now
average 4 per year.

Teachers in large systems have a heavier
pupil load and a very slightly lighter work
load in hours per week than teachers in
medium and small systems. More teachers
in large than in small systems have
benefited from  the reduction of
noncompensated hours, the introduction
of duty-free lunch periods, and the elimi-
nation of extra nonteaching days.

58 percent of 1971 teachers have tenure,
and an additional 9 pereent have continu-
ing contracts.

The typical teacher’s school is larger than
it used to be. Elementary teachers now
average 25 classroom teachers and 4
additional professional personnel in their
schools; secondary teachers average 61
classroom teachers and 9 additional
professional personnel.

37 percent of all teachers report that there
is team teaching in their schools and 12
percent are themselves members of teams.
3 teachers in 10 have the scrvices of a
teacher aide available to them.
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® Y teachersin [0 report toa mitle prineipal,
Faen in clementary sehools, where most
teachers are women. 8 10 10 are under the
supervision of a male praneipal,

® 6 pereent of all teachers have a black
principal, and 12 pereent report that a
majority of their pupils are black.,

® The largest proportion of teachers deseribe
a majority of their pupils as lower-niddle
class in socioeconomie stalus,

® | teacher in 3 teaches in an urban area,
and I in 5 in a large city of at least /.4
million population. One teacher in 8 is
employed in a rural area.

Teachers' Positions and Conditions
of Service

Grades and subjects teught. Question 13 con-
cerned the classification of the teacher’s assign-
ment by school level; Question 12, the specifie
grade levels he was teaching; and Question 16a,
addressed to secondary and departmentalized ele-
mentary teachers, the subjeet ficld in which he was
teaching the greatest part of his time. Question 14
asked respondents to indicate the pereentage of
their weekly time spent teaching grades or subjects
different from their major field of preparation. See
Appendix B, pages 9697, and Appendix C, pages
117-24,

Table 11 shows that little change has occurred
in the distribution of teachers by school level dur-
ing the past decade. Elementary teachers decreased
slightly from 57 to 53 percent between 1961 and
1966, and senior high teachers show an inerease
from 20 to 26 percent over the decade as a whole.
Among sccondary teachers, combined junior-senior
high assignments have declined since 1966 from 15
to 10 percent.

The distribution of men by school level is simi-
lar to that found in 1961. The decrease in men
elemeutary teachers in the first half of the decade
has been fully compensated by an increase in the
seccond half of the decade. The distribution of
women shows hnth the decrease in elementary
teachers and the increase in senior high teachers
that have occurred during the 10-year period.

A< in 1966, small school systems have a
smaller percentage of junior high teachers and a
larger percentage with combined junior-senior high
assignments than medium or large system:, but
combined elementary-secondary assignments in
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small systems show a small but significant decrease
in the last 5 years, '

Responses to questions addressed specifically
to departmentalized and nondepartmentatized ele-
mentary teachers made computation of the propor-
tion in cach category possible. Comparison of re-
sults with those obtained in 1961 and 1966, shown
in Table 12, indicates that departmentalization of
clementary teachers nearly doubled in the first half
of the decade, rising from 5 to 8 pereent, and then
more than donbled again in the second half of the
decade, rising further to 21 pereent,

Departmentalization of clementary teachers is
important in connection with Table 13, which
shows the trend in specifie grades and combina-
tions of grades tanghe b+ clewentary and secon-
dary teachers, In contrast to previous years, the
1971 percentage of elementary teachers teaching
more than one grade is closely similar to the 1971
pereentage of departientalized clementary teach
ers.

The distribution »f clementary teachers shown
in Table I3 reveals the predominance of six-grade
clementary school thronghout the 1960’s and the
contiming paucity of kindergarten and prekinder-
garten teachers ir comparison with percentages
teaching in cach of the first six grades. Secondary
teachers show a decrease since 1966 in the per-
centage teaching more than one grade in junior-
senior high in confromity with the decrease in
combined junior-senior high assignments.

Alihough it might be expected that teachers in
such argas as kindergarten and special education
would be more frequently found in large school
systems, analysis of responses does not give evi-
dence of such difference. Analysis of responses by
sex, however, reveals that almost all men ele-
mentary teachers are concentrated in the upper ele-
mentary grades: less than 1 percent of all men
teach in grade 3 or below, compared with 33 per-
cent of all women.

Table 14 compares the number of different
grades taught by all teachers in different size
school systems and different geographical regions
in 1966 and 1971. In large systems the percentage
teaching more than one elementary grade has in-
creased from 10 to 16 percent. Small school
systems in both years predictably show a smaller
percentage teaching only one ade and a larger
percentage teaching more than one grade
junior-senior high than medium or large systems.

RS

NN

et Vet val A A WK AR e




26
Tabie 11. Classification of teaching assignment
School level Sex

Total Elementary Secondi.y Men Women
1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971

Elementary teacher. ... ... 489 ... o923 L. 1 ) ... 636
Middle school teachct ™. ... ... 38 ... ... 72 ... ... ... ... ... a0 < |
Total elementary .... b56.9 525 527 100.0 100.0 1000 ... - ... 220 17.3 247 729 68.4 673
Junior high teacher .... 152 148 156 ... ... ... 353 31.2 329 241 223 238 11.2 115 113
Junior-senior high
teacher ............ 66 69 46 ... ... ... 153 145 96 131 130 7.8 36 4.1 2.9
Senior high teacher . ... 197 235 26.0 ... ... ... 458 496 550 369 430 416 118 147 17.9
Elementary-secondary
combination ........ 1.6 23 1.2 ... ... ... 36 48 25 39 44 21 0.5 1.3 0.7
Total secondary ...... 431 475 474 ... ... ... 1000 100.1 100.0 78,0 83.2 753 27.1 316 328
Number reporting ... .. 1,881 2,344 1,533 1,071 1,230 807 810 1,114 726 590 730 526 1,291 1,614 1,007
Age
Less than 30 30-39 40-49 50 or more
1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971
Elementary teacher ..... - 45.4 - 42.6 - 47.4 - 61.9
Middle school teacher® .. - 5.0 . 3.2 - 3.0 e 2.4
Total elementary ...... 43.9 50.4 46.0 45.8 51.1 50.4 69.0 64.3
Junior high teacher ..... 18.8 18.9 15.6 13.3 14.6 18.1 9.3 10.6
\ Junior-senior high
teacher . ............. 9.2 5.7 9.2 5.8 5.7 3.0 25 2.7
Senior high teacher ..... 24.5 23.8 27.3 330 27.0 28.1 17.7 21.8
Elementary-secondary
combination ......... 3.6 1.2 1.9 2.0 1.5 0.4 1.5 0.6
Total secondary ........ 56.1 49.6 54.0 54.1 48.8 49.6 31.0 35.7
Number reporting . ..... 781 562 524 345 403 270 593 339
School system size Geographical region
Large Medium Small Northeast Southeast Middle West
1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971
Elementary teacher... ... b3.7 ... 466 ... 476 ... 479 ... 513 ... 500 ... 463
Middle school teacher* ... 2.3 ... 41 ... 49 ... 48 ... 42 ... 40 ... 21
Total elementary ... 538 56.0 51.3 50.7 531 525 498 527 557 555 535 540 509 484

Junior high teacher ... 174 188 179 179 88 85 183 160 122 142 133 137 156 190
Junior-senior high

teacher ........... 41 1.6 50 38 114 90 72 48 108 58 b7 46 4.4 3.2
Senior high teacher ... 240 23.1 247 27.0 216 27.4 232 262 203 229 23C 259 27.3 286
Elementary-secondary

combination ....... 07 05 11 07 50 27 14 03 10 16 44 18 1.7 08
Total secondary ..... 46.2 44.0 487 49.4 468 47.6 501 47.3 443 445 464 460 490 51.6
Number reporting . ... 559 432 1,032 689 753 412 556 351 517 310 682 498 589 374

*Middle school teachers not reported separately from elementary teachers in 1961 and 1966.
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Tahle 12. Departmentalization of elementary teachers

Elementary total
1961 1966 1971

Departmentalized .. .. ... 4.7 7.8 20.6
Not departmentalized ., . .. 95.3 89.8 76.1
Not responding . ..... ... - 2.4 3.3
Number reporting .. .. ... 1,071 1,230 807

The West is the only geographical regien to show
major change since 1966: in this region, the per-
centage teaching only one grade has deereased and
the pereentage teaching more than one grade in-
ercased not only at the elementary level bt also at
the junior high level.

Table 15 shows for the past decade the distri-
bution of secondary teachers by the subjects they

Table 13. Grades taught by elementary and secondary teachers

27

were teaching. Little change has oceurred cither
among, secondary teachers as a whole or amony
secondary men and women separately. English re-
mains the subject taught by the largest pereentage
of secondary teachers (20 percent), followed hy
mathematies and social studies (14 pereent cach),
and science (11 pereent), Different fields remain
firmly identified with men and women. No men re-
ported teaching home economics and no women
reported teaching indnstrial arts (although a frae-
tion of a percent identificd themselves as vocation-
al education teachers), or agriculture, or driver edu-
cation (included in “other™ on the table). In aca-
demie subjects, a higher percentage of women than
men teach English, and higher pereentages of men
than women teach social studies and science. In less
major fields, percentages of women teaching busi-
ness cducation and foreign languages are higher

Elementary Secondary
1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971

Prekindergarten . ....................... .. 0.1 R
Kindergarten .......................... 5.0 5.1 5.2
Grade 1 ....... ... . ... i 16.8 15.7 12.9
Grade 2 .............. ... . ... . 134 11.6 12.9
Grade 3 . ... ... ... 11.4 14.8 10.7
Grade 4 ....... e e 11.8 10.7 11.3
Grade b .......... ... 11.3 9.7 8.8 ce -
Grade 6 ............. ... 11 10.1 11.7 RN 0.2
Grade 7 ... ... .. 20 14 1.2 - 4.6 4.4
Grade 8 .......... .. .. 1.5 0.4 1.9 ce 4.1 4.0
Grade 9 ......... ... 3.7 5.4
Grade 10 ... ... ... ... .., 2.9 2.1
Grade 11 ... ... ... ... .. 1.4 1.5
Grade 12 . ... ... ... 3.7 36
Total teachingone gradeonly ............. 84.3 79.6 76.6 . 20.6 21.0
More than one grade elementary ........... 14.5 17.6 21.5
More than one grade junior high

{grades 7-9) ............... ... ... .... 20.2 229
More than one grade senior high

(grades 9-12) ....... e 40.7 46.3
More than one grade junior-

seniorhigh........................... 14.0 7.3
Elementary-secandary

combination ......................... . .. .. 4.7 2.4
Special education . ..................... 1.2 2.8 1.9
Number reporting .. .................... 1,013 1,227 805 - 1,110 723

*Secondary teachers not tabulated separately in 1961.
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Tabie 14. Number of grades taught
|
| School system size
Total Large Medium Small
1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971
Onegradeonly ............ 51.7 50.3 53.0 50.4 55.5 53.8 44.7 45.0
More than one grade
elementary .............. 9.2 11.56 10.0 16.0 6.1 8.3 13.0 12.1
More than one grade
juniorhigh............... 9.6 10.7 12.1 12.8 11.0 1.7 5.7 6.8
More than one grade 3 or
4-year seniorhigh ......... 19.3 21.9 18.0 18.3 20.1 22.2 19.1 25.3
More than one grade
junior-senior high ......... 6.6 3.5 3.6 0.9 4.7 2.2 1.4 3.3
Elementary-secondary
combination ............. 2.2 1.1 0.7 0.5 1.0 0.7 5.0 2.4
Special education .......... 1.5 1.0 2.5 1.2 1.3 1.2 0.9 05
Number reporting ... ...... 2,337 1,528 552 431 1,032 685 ‘753 412
Geographical region
Northeast Southeast Middle West
1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971
Onegradeonly ............ 51.56 53.0 55.9 55.9 47.7 49.9 52.3 43.7
More than one grade
elementary ............... 7.7 9.7 8.1 11.0 11.6 12.3 8.9 12.6 '
More than one grade
juniorhigh ............... 12.6 10.0 7.0 8.1 9.3 9.9 9.4 14.5
More than one grade 3- or i
4-year senior high ......... 17.7 21.5 16.9 17.7 19.7 21.8 225 26.0 1
More than one grade i
junior-senior high .. ........ 7.0 4.0 10.1 4.5 5.6 3.8 4.4 1.6 %
Elementary-secondary ;f
combination ............. 1.3 0.3 1.0 1.6 44 1.6 1.7 0.8 :
Special education . . ......... 2.2 1.4 1.4 1.3 1.6 0.6 0.7 0.8 ?
- Number reporting .......... 555 349 517 310 680 496 585 373
than percentages of men. Mathematics is the ex- Improvement during the 1960’s in correcting
ception, for percentages of men and women teach-

the misassignment of teachers appears in the data
in Table 16. Misassigned teachers have decreased
from 31 to 23 percent since 1961, most of the
change occurring the second half of the decade.
Paradoxically, the correction of misassignment has
been made where it was least needed, reducing the

ing in this field in 1971 do not show significant
difference.

Principal subjects taught by departmentalized
elementary teachers are English, mathematics, and
social studies. It thus appears that the recent in-

crease in departmentalization at the elementary
level represents departmentalization of the basic
curriculum, rather than the addition of departmen-
talized teachers in such specialties as art, music, or
physical education.

proportion of teachers teaching some but less than
half their time out of field, while there is no evi-
dence of change during the 10 years in the propor-
tion of badly misassigned teachers who are teach-
ing half or more of their time out of field.




Improvement has taken place chiefly at the
sccondary level, reducing the proportion of mis.
assigned: secondary teachers so as no longer to ex-
ceed the proportion of misassigned  clementary
teachers, Both men and women have been affected
by the change, but men still have a larger propor-
tion misassigned (3 i 10) than do women (2 in
10).

It might be thought that misassignment would
relate to age, with the older teachers receiving
more suitable assignments because ol seniority. In
1966, this appeared to he the case, sinee the age
groups under 40 showed a greater percentage of
misassigned teachers than the older age groups.
However, the chicf beneficiaries of improvements
made sinee 1966 have heen teachers in the 30-39
age group, which now has as few teachers mis-
assigned as the oldest age group (less than 1 in
5), while 1 teacher in 4 in age groups under 30 and
40-49 is teaching at least some of his time out of

field.

Table 15. Subjects taught by secondary teachers
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Correction of misassignment has oceurred pri-
marily in medium and small systems. 1o large
systems, | teacher in 5 is seriously misassigned and
teaching half or more of his time out of ficld, a
larger proportion than found in either medium or
small systems,

Geographically, the Northeast shows the
greatest improvement in the assignment of teach-
ers, with the percentage of misassigned teachers de-
ereasing from 27 to 15 percent in the past 5 years.
The West continues to stand out in having more
misassigned and more seriously misassigned teaeh-
ers. One teacher in 3 in the West is misassigned and
I in 4 is teaching at least half his time outside his
major ficld of preparation.

Pupil load. Question 15 concerned the num-
ber of pupils in the classes of nondepartmentalized
elementary teachers and Question 16 concerned
the average number of pupils per day taught by
sccondary teachers. Sec Appendix B, page 97, and
Appendix C, pages 121-29.

Secondary by sex

Secondary total Men Women
1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971

Agriculture ... i 2.6 1.6 0.6 4.6 2.9 1.0 . - .
1Y o 2.2 20 37 1.6 1.5 3.1 2.9 2.5 4.4
Business education ............. ... 7.6 7.0 5.9 53 4.9 3.6 10.5 9.5 8.8
English ..........ccoviiiiinn, 19.0 18.1 20.4 11.2 11.4 - 13.2 28.9 26.1 29.1
Foreignlanguage .................. 4.1 6.4 4.8 25 4.2 2.3 6.1 9.1 7.8
Health and physical

education ..........iieniienen.. 8.2 6.9 8.3 8.7 6.6 7.0 7.6 7.3 10.0
Home economics . .. .ocvvvvvnvnnne 5.1 5.9 5.1 e ce . 11.7 13.0 11.3
Industrial arts®. .. ....ovuinernnin.s 5.5 5.1 6.2 0.8 9.3 109 . . 0.6b
Mathematics . ........covvvvnnnnn. 11.4 13.9 144 13.3 15.0 15.2 9.1 12.6 13.4
MUSIC...ovi ettt ittt et re e e, 1.7 4.7 3.8 2.3 5.4 49 0.9 3.8 25
SCience . ..ivvit it i 11.7 10.8 10.6 17.0 15.7 16.5 5.0 5.1 3.4
Social studies .. ...vveviie i, 12.9 15.3 14.0 15.8 19.4 19.6 9.1 10.5 7.2
Special education ................. 0.3 0.4 1.1 0.5 0.3 0.8 oo 0.4 1.6
Other . ..o ivi it iiieiiiiiiennenn 1.0 1.9 1.0 1.2 35 1.8 0.9
Teaching in more than one field,

half or less time ineach ............ 6.7 ¢ c 6.2 ] ¢ 7.3 ¢ ]
Number reporting . ................ 778 1,088 707 436 594 387 342 494 320

8|ncludes vocational education.
byrocational education only.
¢Not included in tabulation.
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\; Tahle 16. Percent of total teaching time spent outside major field of preparation

Sex Schoo! level

Total Men Women Elementary Secondary
1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971

None ...........u.u . 691 71.0 77.3 61.0 61.2 694 727 755 81.4 742 753 783 62.3 66.4 76.2
Some but less than 50% .. 17.1 129 7.4 224 181 107 146 108 57 140 94 58 210 170 9.1
50%—-99% ............ 73 83 7.2 85 10.1 106 69 7.4 56 78 95 B4 6.6 6.9 6.2
100% .....0cvu e e ... 65 77 80 81 107 93 58 63 73 39 59 76 100 9.7 856
N.amber reporting . ..... 1,881 2,344 1,633 590 730 526 1,291 1,614 1,007 1,071 1,230 807 810 1,114 726
Age
Under 30 30-39 40—-49 50 or more
1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971

None ......vvvvvnnun. 68.2 72.4 67.9 81.2 73.0 74.4 76.2 82.9
Some but less than 50% . . 16.8 10.4 11.8 5.2 11.3 7.2 9.6 5.1
50%-99% .......... ... 8.4 9.2 9.7 6.4 6.1 8.1 8.5 4.8
100% oo vvvvviiien v 6.4 7.8 10.5 7.2 9.4 10.4 5.6 7.4
Number reporting ...... 781 562 524 345 403 270 593 339

Schoo! system size Geographical region

Large Medium Small Northeast  Southeast Middle West
1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971

None .,......ovivun 71.6 745 723 794 689 76.7 732 852 758 813 721 76.3 635 67.9 i
Some but less than50% .. 126 58 125 7.1 138 9.6 128 35 125 7.6 132 9.2 133 83 i
50%99% ............. 7.2 88 78 67 99 68 62 54 64 41 80 7.2 122 117 %
100% «0ovvini i, 8.8 109 73 68 74 170 77 60 52 68 66 72 11.0 120 3
Number reporting ...... 559 432 1,032 689 753 412 656 351 517 310 682 498 589 374 ,

Tables 17 and 18 give the 10-year trend in Table 17. Number of pupils in class, elementary teachers

class size for elementary teachers (not departmen- not departmentalized

talized) and for secondary teachers. Both show a

decrease in average class size since 1961. Mean class 1961 1966 1971

size at the elementary level has crept slowly down-

ward from 29 pupils per class in 1961, to 28 in ~ Fewerthan25 .. 224 2.8 28.3 )
1966, to 27 in 1971. For secondary teachers, the gggg """"" g:g g?g gsg i
mean number of pupils in a class has decreased 35 or more 19.0 131 8:3

from 27 to 26 in the last five years. The decrease

from 19 to 8 percent over the decade as a whole in Number reporting 978 1,150 614

the percentage of elementary teachers with classes

of 35 or more pupils indicates substantial reduc- Mean.......... 29 28 27

tion in oversize classes in elementary schools. * : Median ........ 30 29 27




Because secondary teachers teach several dif-
ferent classes cach dav, their total pupil oad is
better indicated by the total number of pupils they
teach per day. Comparative data from 1966 and
1971 on number of sccondary pupils taught per
day are shown in Table 19 and reveal little change

3l

Table 19. Number of pupils taught per day by secondary
teachers

1966 1971

for the 5-ycar period. :e\(/)ver1 t;;an 100 .o 3(2)1 ;i?
Tables 20 and 21 compare average pupil load 125:149 oy 226 26:9

in large, medium, and small school systems in 1966 150-174 oo 19.3 21.4

and 1971 for nondepartmentalized  clementary 176199 - o oo 7.5 5.4

teachers amd for secondary teachers (with depart- 2000r more .. ...l 8.5 6.7

mentalized  elementary  teachers ineluded).  Al-

though in large and medimm-size systems a small Number reporting .......... 1,025 681

decrease has ocetvred in the mean number of

pupils per clementary class and large systems also  Mean ................ ..., 132 134

show a decrease in the mean number of pupils Median ................... 130 130

taught per day by departmentalized teachers,
large-system teachers still carry a heavier load than
teachers in medium systems, while teachers in me-
dium systems have a heavier load than teachers in
small systems. The 29 pupilsper ¢lass averaged by
clementary teachers in large systems in 1971 is still
as high as the mean class size for all elementary
teachers in 1961. Among departmentalized teach-

Table 20. Mean and median number of pupils in class,
elementary teachers not departmentalized, by school
system size, 1966 and 1971

ers, those in large systems arc responsible for 16 School system size 1966 1971

more pupils per day, and those in medium systems Large

for 12 more pupils per day, than those in small MEan .« oo 30 29

systems. Median ... .ooonnnnnneee. 31 29

Weekly work load. Question 17 asked respon- Medium

dents Lo state the exact length of their required Mean ..........coovennnn. 29 27
Median .................. 29 27
Small

Table 18. Mean number of pupils per class, secondary Mean ...........ooinunnn 26 26

teachers* Median .................. 27 26

1961 1966 1971
Fewer than 20 . . 17.8 20.7 155 Table 21. Mean and median number of pyplls taught per
. day, secondary teachers and departmentalized elementary
2024 .l 206 18.6 223 teachers, by school system size, 1966 and 1971
2529 ......... 27.9 28.9 30.5 » DY school system size, 1360 an |
30:34 ......... 23.7 20.6 23.4 :
..... 10. .3 3 ?
35 or more 0.0 " 8 School system size 1966 1971 ;
!
Number reporting 753 1,008 672 !
Large l
Mean.......... 27 27 26 MR e o 5
Median . ... ... 27 27 2 edian ...l 14
. Medium
*Average in 1961 computed from number of pupils Mean ................... 137 137
enrolled in each class taught; 1966 and 1971 averages Median .................. 132 135
computed from average number of pupils taught per day, Small ’
multiplied by 5, divided by number of class periods taught Mean ................... 122 125
per week. Median .................. 120 120
i
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school day, and Question 18 asked them to give
the mumber of hours and minutes per week they
spend on school-related activities, both those for
which they reecived compensation and those that
were not compensated. See Appendix B3, page 97,
and Appendix C, pages 130-33.

Results show that teachers have on the average
a required school week of 36-1/2 hours. In addi-
tion, 83 pereent report that they devote a mean of
8.2 hours per week to noncompensated school-
related activities, and 42 percent report a mean of
6.2 hours per week spent on activities for which
they reecive compensation. The total work week
for all teachers averages 47 hours.

Table 22 compares the length of required
school week reported by teachers in 1961, 1966,
and 1971, Little change has occurred in the course
of the decade for teachers as a whole. Sceondary
teachers continue to have a slightly longer required
week than clementary teachers, but the precentage
nf secondary teachers with a long required week of

Table 22. Length of required school week

40 or more hours has decreased from 19 10 12
pereent since 1961,

Length of required school week is inversely re-
lated to size of school system and tends to be
shortest in the Northeast and longest in the Middle
seclion of the country. Although a majority of
teachers everywhere report a required week of be-
tween 35 and 40 hours, 1 teacher in 4 in large
systems has a required week of less than 35 hours,
compared with about 1 in 8 in medium and small
systems. Conversely, a higher percentage of teach-
ers in small than in medium or large systems report
a required week of at least 40 hours. In the North-
east, 3 teachers in 10 have a required week of less
than 35 hours, and very few a week of 40 hours or
more, but 1 teacher in 5 in the Middle states is
required to be at school at least 40 hours per week.
Responscs by system size do not show significant
change since 1966, but a decrease has occurred in
both Middle and West in the pereentage reporting a
required school week of 40 or more hours.

School leve!

Total Elementary Secondary :

1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 ;

Less than 35.0 hours 14.7 16.8 16.4 16.6 20.4 18.3 12.2 12.9 14.5 (
35.0—-37.4 hours . 71.5 23.9 37.9 41.1 38.2 36.5 37.6 3
37.5-39.9 hours ... 30.0 34.2 . 73.4 27.2 33.0 69.0 32.9 35.6 §
40.0 or more hours . . 138 14.5 1.4 10.0 1.3 10.6 18.8 17.8 12.3 3
i

Number reporting . . . 1,866 2,199 1,524 1,067 1,125 799 799 1,074 725 §
;

Mean ............ 36.8 36.5 36.5 36.6 36.0 36.3 37.0 37.0 36.8 ;
Median ........... 37.5 36.5 36.3 37.3 36.5 36.3 37.7 375 371 |
I

Schoot system size Geographical region ‘

~ Large Medium Small Northeast ~ Southeast Middle West !

1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971

Less than 35.0 hours .. 27.0 259 133 134 135 116 339 31.3 139 114 11.9 121 82 124
36.0-37.4 hours ..... 41.2 39.8 425 390 322 341 431 40.1 482 400 313 330 356 406
37.6—-39.9 hours ..... 247 275 315 37.8 319 350 206 255 280 408 308 342 395 369
40.0 or more hours ... 7.0 6.7 127 96 225 194 25 32 99 78 259 206 166 99

'Numberreporting .... B27 432 969 684 703 408 529 349 475 307 336 494 559 374

Mean .............. 355 358 365 366 370 37.2 350 353 365 368 31.5 37.1 37.0 36.6
Median............. 365 363 335 367 375 375 3.0 354 365 367 37.56 375 375 365

32
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Table 23. Number of hours per week spent on noncompensated school related activities
School level Sex
Total Elementary Secondary Men Women
1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 J
3hoursorless...... 7.6 16.4 8.3 16.7 7.0 16.0 7.1 17.4 7.9 15.8 g
4-6hours......... 21.4 29.3 22.2 321 20.5 26.5 211 30.0 21.5 29.0
7-9hours . ...... . 16.3 13.9 18.3 144 141 13.4 15.2 14.5 16.8 13.6
10-12hours ... .... 26.5 23.7 25.9 21,2 27.0 26.3 27.8 23.0 25.8 24.0 ,";'-
13—-15hours....... 12.8 9.8 1.7 8.3 14.1 11.5 13.4 8.5 12.6 10.6 :
More than 15 hours . 15.4 6.9 13.6 7.3 17.3 6.5 15.4 6.5 15.4 7.0
Number reporting . .. 2,109 1,271 1,077 651 1,032 620 677 447 1,432 824
Mean............. 10.8 8.2 10.3 7.9 11.2 8.4 10.8 8.0 10.7 8.3
Median ........... 10.0 7.5 10.0 7.0 10.0 8.0 10.0 7.0 10.0 7.5
School system size
Large Medium Small

1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971
3hoursorless ............ 6.6 17.7 8.8 16.1 6.8 15.3
4—Bhours ... 23.5 32.6 19.8 28.0 22.0 28.1
7-9hours .....ooivuvnunn 16.7 13.6 17.6 14.6 14.2 13.1
10-12hours ............. 27.7 20.4 25.8 23.3 26.4 28.1
13—15hours ............. 10.8 7.9 12.1 104 15.3 11.0
More than 15 hours ........ 14.6 7.8 15.9 7.6 15.4 4.3
Number reporting. ......... 498 368 933 676 678 327
Mean ......oovvivnueiens 10.3 7.9 10.8 8.3 10.9 8.2
Median .........oovvvvinn 10.0 6.0 10.0 7.5 10.0 8.0

Table 23 compares the number of noncompen-
sated hours 1966 and 1971 teachers expended on
school-related activities and shows a very consider-
able decrease in the course of the five-year period,
from 10.8 to 8.2 in mean number of noncom-
pensated hours. The change shows throughout the
distribution, with percentages of those reporting 6
or fewer hours increasing, and percentages of those
reporting more than 6 hours decreasing.

The decrease in noncompensated hours has oc-
curred among both elementary and secondary
teachers and among teachers in different sjze
school systems. Although a mean of 8 noncompen-
sated hours is common to teachers in large, medi-
um, and small school systems, the lower median of
6 hours found in large systems indicates that a
greater proportion of teachers in these systems

have fewer hours of unpaid work than teachers in
smaller systems.

Comparative data on extra hours for which
teachers receive compensation are not available
from earlier years. In 1971, fewer teachers re-
ported compensated hours than reported noncom-
pensated hours. Among those who do receive com-
pensation for extra hours, men and secondary
teachers average 7 compensated hours per week,
and women and elementary teachers average 6
compensated hours per week.

In Table 24, the total number of hours de-
voted to all teaching duties by teachers in 1961,
1966, and 1971 are compared. A mean of 47 hours
per week was found in all three studies. Changes in
the distribution of teachers by total working hours,
however, show a tendency, manifested chiefly in
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the first half of the decade, toward an equalization dary teachers; in 1971, secondary teachers had the
of work load among teachers. Teachers wurI\Ing higher average of 18 hours, compared with elemen-
less than 35 hours a week deereased from 1 in 4 to tary teachers' 46 hours.
Ein 10 during the 10-year period, while those with Sinee teachers in large systems and in the
a work week of 60 or more hours decreased from Northeast tend to have a shorter required school
Il to 5 pereent. In the same time, teachers giving week,itis not surprising to find that they also have
between 40 and 50 hours a week to school work a slightly shorter total working week than others.
increased from 38 to 58 pereent. The mean length of total wmklng week for teach-
Greater reduction in the proportion of teach- ers in different size systems and in al! geographical
ers with a light weekly work load has occurred at cegions exeept the West is similar to that found i in
the secondary level while elementary teachers show 1966, but Western teacaers now average 40.7 hours
a large - deerease in the pereentage devoting at least per week instead of 48.4 hours.
60 hours a week to teaching duties. Ten years ago Secondary teachers’ week. 'or secondary teach:
clementary teachers averaged 49 hours of school ers an additional measure of the working week is
work per week, compared with 46 hours for secon- available in secondary scheduling by periods. Ques-
!

Table 24. Number of hours per week devoted to all teaching duties

School level Sex
Total Elementary Secondary Men Women

1967 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971

Less than 35 hours  11.2 14 08 84 1.6 09 151 14 05 128 1.7 06 10.6 1.4 0.8
35-39 hours .... 14C 100 94 135 122 127 147 76 59 131 78 75 143 11.0 104
40-44 hours .... 194 285 294 182 30.7 335 209 26.2 250 200 281 274 19.1 287 304
45-49 hours .... 185 30.1 287 203 31.1 26.0 161 290 316 180 293 310 188 304 275
50~54 hours .... 17.56 17.2 19.2 173 140 17.7 17.7 205 20.7 19.1 193 17.5 16.8 16.2 20.
55~59 hours .... 80 74 82 91 59 59 66 89 106 7.2 82 104 84 70 70
60 or more hours . 114 5.4 45 132 46 33 89 64 58 98 55 55 120 54 3.8

Number reporting. 1,745 2,079 1,372 988 1,056 711 757 948 661 540 669 481 1,205 1,410 891

Mean .......... 47.3 474 469 485 46.5 458 459 48.3 481 468 478 47.6 476 47.2 465
Median ......... 46.4 465 46.3 47.4 455 450 449 47.2 47.4 46.1 46.9 46.7 46.6 46.2 46.0
School system size Geographical region
Large Medium Small Northeast Southeast Middle West

1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971

Less than 35 hours . 2.6 0.8 11 1.0 1.3 0.3 40 1.8 0.7 0.4 1.2 0.5 0.2 0.3

35-39 hours . ..... 138 140 98 78 74 71 17.2 132 93 70 74 74 66 102
40—-44 hours ... ... 301 329 283 304 275 237 31.0 319 297 325 262 248 276 304
45-49 hours ... ... 291 258 308 289 297 316 250 29.1 336 258 297 31.2 323 274
5054 hours . ..... 144 143 17.4 182 191 263 122 150 16.6 19.6 21.6 219 17.7 193
56—-80 hours . ..... 67 82 68 86 86 73 74 55 50 92 83 90 83 87

60 or morehours .. 3.2 4.1 58 5.2 67 37 32 33 52 55 57 52 7.4 36

Number reporting .. 452 392 921 626 666 354 500 326 441 271 606 443 532 332

Mean ......ovnn.. 46.1 459 475 471 482 47.6 455 456 47.3 47.3 482 47.8 484 46.7
Median .......... 457 450 46.5 46.3 47.5 47.5 447 448 462 46.3 472 47.3 47.4 460
P




tions 16 b, e, d. and { asked =econdary teachers
how many class periods they taught per week, how
many class periods there were per week i their
schools. how long these class periods were, and
how many unassigned periods they had cach week.
See Appendix B. page 97, and Appendix C. page
129.

Tables 25 and 26 give comparative data for the
decade on the number of class periods in the
weekly school schedule reported by secondary
teachers and on the average length of these periods.
Little change has occurred in 10 years in cither the
average number of periods or the average length of
periods in the weekly schedule. In both 1961 and
1971 a large majority of secondary teachers were
in schools with either 30-34 periods or 35-39 peri-
ods per week. In 1961, however. this majority was
evenly divided between those reporting 30-34 peri-
ods per week and those reporting 35-39 periods per
week, whereas in 1971 a higher pereentage report
30-34 than 35-39 periods per week. In regard to
the average length of periods, the pereentage of
teachers reporting periods of an hour’s length or
longer has decreased between 1961 and 1971,
while the percentage reporting periods of 55-59
minutes has grown.

The relationship between the length and num-
ber of class periods per week reported by seeon-
dary teachers is shown in the table below.

Percent of
secondary
teachers

Length and number of periods in school reporting
Less than 50 minutes:

Fewer than 30 periods . ............. 1.0

30—34periods ........0 .. 1.6

35—39 periods ........... PR 9.7

40ormoreperiods ................. 13.7
50-59 minutes:

Fewer than 30 periods .............. 2.5

30-3dperiods ......0.iiniiiinas 22.8

35—39periods ..... ... 00iuunn, e 20.6

40or morve periods . ... i 4.3
60 or more periods:

Fewer than 30 periods .............. 2.8

30—34 periods .......... e 17.9

35—-39 periods ....... e 2.4

40ormoreperiods ....... .00 iunn 0.4
Number reporting ............... e 670
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The most common form of scheduling 1= the
period of 30-39 minutes scheduled either 30-3.1 or
33-39 times a week.

Table 27 shows the number of periods taught
per week by secondary teachersin 1961, 1966. and
1971. The mean of 26 periods a week has not
changed in 10 years, but the distribution shows a
trend toward the equalization of work load. with
an inerease from 45 to 58 pereent over the decade
in teachers teaching 25-29 periods a week and de-
creases in the percentages of those teaching more
or less than this number.

The relationship between the length and num-
ber of periods per week taught by secondary teach-
ers is shown in the table below. The largest propor-
tion of secondary teachers, nearly one-third, teach
25-29 periods of 50-59 minutes cach week. Next
largest is the proportion, 15 pereent, who teach
25-29 periods of an hour or more. It seems clear
that shorter periods result in a lighter workload for
the secondary teacher, since regardless of the
length of periods most secondary teachers teach
25-29 periods a week; no matter how long periods
are, few teachers teach fewer than 25 & week.

Percent of
secondary
teachers
Length and number of periods taught reporting
Less than 50 minutes:
Fewer than 25 periods . ............. 4.2
25-29periods ..... .. i 1.4
30—34periods ..........00iiiin 8.8
350rmoreperiods ...........0.... 2.5
50—59 minutes:
Fewer than 25 periods .............. 6.9
2529 periods ......... .. 0000 31.8
30-34periods ......... 0 10.7
35ormoreperiods .......... .00 0.6
60 or more minutes:
Fewer than 26 periods .............. 6.1
2529 periods ........c.00 i 14.7
30—34periods ......... . i 2.3
35ormoreperiods . ......00iiiin.. .
Numberreporting ...........000vvn.. 692

Table 28 shows the number of unassigned peri-
ods per week secondary teachers had in their
schedules in 1961, 1966, and 1971. The mean
number of unassigned periods a week has increased
from four to five in the second half of the decade.
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Six in 10 seco idary teachers have five unassigned
periods a week, or the equivalent of one a day, but
I teacher in 5 still reports no unassigned periods in
his schedule.

These data indicate that secondary teachers
spesid an average of 23 hours a week in actual class
room instruetion in addition to other responsibil-
ities, such as study halls, homeroom, work with
student groups or regularly scheduled conferences,
and that they are provided with an average of
slightly less than 4-1/2 hours a week at school for
activities such as lesson preparation and grading
papers. This amounts to about 12 minutes of prep-
aration time available in the school schedule for
each hour of clessroom instruction.

Table 25. Number of class periods per week in school,
secondary teachers

1961 1971
Fewer than 30 periods . .......... 3.0 6.4
30-34periods .........0innnn, 40.1 42.2
35-39periods . ........c. 0 40.2 32.8
40-44 periods ............... .. 14.0 14.2
45 or more periods . ............ 2.7 4.4
Number reporting .............. 736 677
Mean .. ..ottt 34 34
Median ...........c..oiviiat. 36 35

Table 26. Average length of class periods, secondary
teachers

1961 1966 1971
Less than 45 minutes .. 6.6 10.9 9.1
45-49 minutes . ...... 19.5 16.9 18.0
50—54 minutes .. ..... 23.0 17.0 221
55—59 minutes ....... 20.8 28.2 27.7
60—64 minutes . ...... 25.4 241 20.6
65 minutes or more ... 4.7 2.8 24
Number reporting . .... 753 1,045 700
Mean............... 55 53 - b3
Median ............. 55 55 55

& 36

Table 27. Number of periods per week taught by secondary
teachers

1961 1966 1971
Fewer than 20 periods . 3.7 4. 1.0
20—-24 periods ......, 19.2 17.2 16.0
25—29 periods ..... " 45.0 51.56 57.9
30 or more periods .. .. 32.1 27.2 25.0
Number reporting .. . .. 760 1,027 699
Mean............... 26 26 26
Median ............. 28 25 25

Table 28. Number of unassigned periods per wezek, sec-
ondary teachers

1961 1966 1971
None............... 21.4 22.9 194
1-4 periods ......... 9.5 7.3 5.5
Speriods............ 57.6 53.4 69.2
6—9 periods ......... 4.7 6.4 5.1
10periods .« ovvvuvnnn 5.3 8.7 9.6
More than 10 periods . . 1.5 1.3 1.1
Number reporting ... .. 738 1,114 726
Mean............... 4 4 5
Median ............. 5 5 5

In comparison with secondary teachers, de-
partmentalized elementary teachers tend to teach
more periods of shorter length and to have fewer
unassigned periods per week. They also carry a
slightly heavier load in average number of pupils
taught per day.

Lunch periods. Question 20 was composed of
three parts, asking respondents to indicate the
length of their lunch period, whether they ate
lunch with their pupils, and if so, their reason for
eating lunch with pupils. See Appendix B, page 97,
and Appendix C, pages 136-38.

Tables 29, 30, and 31 give the 10-year trend in
the length of teachers’ lunch periods, the propor-
tion of teachers eating lunch with their pupils, and
teachers’ reasons for eating lunch with pupils.

The mean length of teachers’ lunch periods has
decreased only slightly since 1961, but a drop in
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the median length of laneh period from 40 minutes
in 1961 to half an hour in 1966 and 1971 shows
that many more teachers have a shorter linch peri-
od than at the beginning of the 1960's. Elementary
teachers have tended to have longer hineh periods
than secondary teachers, It hineh periods have
shortened at both schoot levels, The median length
of elementary teachers' hinch periods in 1971 was
40 minutes instead of the 45 minutes found in
1961. For sccondary teachers, the median length
of lunch period in 1971 was 30 minutes, slightly
below the 34-minute median found 10 years car-
lier. Lunch periods tend 1o be a little longer in
large than in medium or small school systems and
shorter in the Southeast than in other regions of
the country.

The trend in eating lunch with pupils shows a
large increase between 1961 and 1966 and an even
larger decrease between 1966 and 1971 in the per-

Table 29. Length of lunch period
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centage of teachers who cat luneh with pupils. 'The
explanation for this appears in the increase during
the first half of the decade, followed by deerease in
the second half of the decade, in the pereentage of
teachers compelled to eat hineh with their pupils
beeanse it was either enstomary or required in their
schools. Evidently, during the first half of the
1960’s the requirement to cat laneh with pupils
was imposed on a large number of teachers, who
obtained release from this requirement du-ing the
sececond half of the 1960's. The difference between
the 1961 and 1971 percentages of teachers caiing
hanch with pupils is explained by a decrease in the
pereentage who prefer to cat luneh with their
pupils.

As would be expeeted, a larger proportion of
elementary than of sccondary teachers have tended
throughout the decade to eat lunch with p\lpilS.
Consquently, the impaet of the imposition and

School level

Elementary Secondary

Total

1961 1966

Less than 30 minutes . ........... 20.5 234
30-39minutes .. ...l 29.3 32.6
40-49 minutes . . .......... .. ... 20.5 21.4
50-59 minutes . . ....... .00l 11.4 9.7
60 minutesormore ., ............ 183 131
Number reporting .. ............. 1,848 2,271
Mean ................ .. .00 40 38
Median ..........oiivvennnn 40 30

School system size

Large Medium Smal} Northeast

1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971

22.0 15.0 20.4 18.4 27.8 26.7 25.9
35.9 254 26.3 277 34.7 395 450
24.1 16.4 21.5 286 259 21.2 19.0

9.4 13.5 10.7 111 e3 8.6 7.4
8.8 29.7 21.2 14.4 3.3 4.0 2.8

1,611 1,062 1,186 795 796 1,085 716

37 44 4 39 35 35 34
30 45 40 40 34 30 30

Geographical region
Southeast Middle West

1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971

Less than 30 minutes .. 19.5 1856 26.7 23.1 21.8

30—39 minutes ...... 327 347 335 363 31.1
40—49 minutes ...... 228 27.7 203 226 21.8
50—-59 minutes ...... 129 11.0 84 86 9.0

60 minutes or more ... 12.1 82 11.1 9.4 16.3
Number reporting ..., 544 427 993 680 734

Mean .............. 39 38 36 36 39
Median............. 35 35 30 30 35

235 248 223 359 407 228 191 120 9.6
36.4 238 298 432 450 274 342 376 36.2
225 236 263 139 92 216 242 252 341

89 90 110 43 39 106 87 139 130
86 187 105 29 1.3 174 138 11.3 71

404 546 345 4839 307 660 492 576 367

36 40 38 31 29 39 38 40 39
30 40 35 30 30 38 35 40 40
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subsequent cemoval of requirements for cating
luneh with pupils has been geeater at the element
ry than at the secondary level although it has alse
affected secondary teachers, The pereentage of ele-
mentary teachers required to eat lunch with pupils
has decereased from 45 to 26 pereent in the last five
years, and 1971 marks the first time in the period
covercd by these studies that a majority of clemen
tary teachers have had a duty-free huneh period.
Six elementary teachers in 10 now have a duty-free
lunch period, as do 8 in 10 sccondary teachers.
Amoung hoth ¢lementary and secondary teach-
ers, most who eat lunch with pupils do so all the

Table 30. Eating lunch with pupils

time rather than on a rotating basis, and most do
so because they are required to, rather than being
influenced by the custom of their schools or their
own preference.

Only about 1 teacher in 4 in large or medinm
size school systems now cats lunel with pupils. but
the proportion of small-system teachers cating
haneh with pupils has also decreased in the past five
years from 6 in 10 to 4 in 10, Geographical differ.
ences are very large. The pereentage of teachers in
the Southeast eating lunch with pupils (60 percent)
is Tour times as great as in the Northeast (15 pers
cent). The Middle and West with 26 and 27 per-

School level

Elementary Secondary

Total

1961 1966

Yes, all thetime ................ e 29.4
Yes, on a rotatingbasis ... .. ...... R 17.4
TotalYes .....coovvivivnnnnn. 38.8 46.8
No ..o 61.2 53.1
Number reporting. . ............. 1,864 2,287

School system size

Large Medium Small

1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971

21.0 411 28.0 16.6 13.1

9.5 21.7 12.5 12.8 6.5

30.5 50.5 628 405 23.1 29.4 19.6
69.4 49.5 37.2 59.6 76.9 70.6  80.3

1,521 1,065 1,197 800 799 1,090 721

Geographical region

Northeast Southeast Middle West

1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971

Yes, all the time ... .. 234 178 27.0 19.6 37.2 265 142 6.9 59.9 497 241 175 239 149
Yes, on a rotating basis 128 7.0 173 81 210 149 209 81 121 107 190 83 17.0 120
Total Yes .......... 36.2 248 443 27.7 582 414 351 150 720 604 431 258 409 269
No ............... 638 752 556 723 418 585 648 851 280 396 569 742 592 752
Number reporting.... 547 428 1,003 683 737 410 549 349 496 308 664 496 578 368
Table 31. Reason for eating lunch with pupils
School level
Total Elementary Secondary
1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 1971
Custom or requirement .. ........ 26.9 4.1 24.1 37.0 56.2 32.8 13.5 24.4 14.5
Custom .. ..ottt oo 84 5.8 e 10.8 7.0 5.8 44
Requirement .........cc...... v 32.7 18.3 e 454 25.8 .. 18.6 10.1
Own preference ................ 11.6 39 4.4 13.0 3.8 5.1 9.6 4.0 3.9
Reason not indicated ............ 0.3 1.9 2.0 0.5 2.8 2.6 cae 0.9 1.2
Do not eat lunch with pupils ... ... 61.2 53.1 69.4 49.5 37.2 59.6 76.9 70.¢C 80.3
Number reporting .. ... .......... 1,864 2,287 1,521 1,065 1,197 800 799 1,090 721
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cent, respectivelycating luneh with pupils exeeed
the Northeast by o considerable marging but both
are far below the Southeast. Although most teach-
ers everywheee who eal luneh with pupils are re-
quired 1o do so, the custom ol the school is more
extensively operative in small sy=lems and in the
Southeast than elsewhere in causing teachers to cat
with oupils.

Faculty meetings. Question 23 asked respon-
dents whether they had to altend regnluly sehed-
uled facuity meetings, and if so, how many meet-
ings per year of what average duration. See Appen-
dix B, page 97, and Appendix G, pages 139-H.

Results show that T teachers in 8 attend regu-
| lar facully meetings, The proportions of elemen-

tary and of secondary teachers attending faculty
meetings are similar, hut a slightly smaller, though
still large. majority of teachers in small systems (8

|

.
in 10) than in medinm or large systems (9 in 10)
attend regular faculty meetings.

Flementary teachers attend more faculty meet-
ergs per vear Hun seeandary teachers do, but more
elementary teachers have shorter meetings. The
medi: fength of elementary teachers’ meetings is
15 dcates, while the median among secondary

T et TR

tew biers ds ore hoar,

Pl table below shows the relationship be-
teen the munber and length of Jaaity meetings
atlended by elementary and secondary teachers,

Number and length of
faculty meetings Elementary Secondary

Fewer than 5 meetings
Lessthan Thout ........ 33 3.3
1 hourormore ......... 3.3 3.1
5—14 meetings
Less than Thour ........ 27.8 26.2
1 hourormore ......... 20.8 35.8
15—24 meetings
Less than Thour ........ 9.6 8.4
1hourormore ......... 8.2 8.9
25—34 meetings
Less than thour ........ 6.4 3.3
1 hourormore ......... 4.0 1.8
35 or more meetings
Lessthan 1hour ........ 10.8 6.5
1 hourormore ......... 5.8 2.7

Number reporting ........ 582 550
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[ is reasonable to expeet that facully meeting s
would be seheduled on a monthly, biweekly, -
weekly basis. Monthly meetings would fall in the
range oi 3-14 a yeor, Iiweckly in the range of
15-24 a year, and weekly seheduling would pro-
duce 35 or more meetings a year, It thus appears
that scheduling of fucully meetings is most com-
mouly done on a monthly hasix at both elementary
and secondary levels, but that elementary teachers
are more likely 1o have monthly meetings of less
than an hour and secondary teachers to have
monthly meetings of an hour or longer. Biweekly
scheduling would appear to b about equally com-
mon for clementary and secondary teachers hul
more common than weekly scheduling for secon.
dary teachers, Elementary teachers are more likely
to have weekly meetings than secondary teachers,
bt for both elementary and secondary teachers
weekly meetings are more likoly to be shorter than
one hour than to be an hour or longer,

Teachers in large systems tend to have more
faculty meetings than teachers in small school
systems, The proportion of teachersin large or me-
dinin systems attending 30 or more meetings a year
(I'in 5) is twice as great as the proportion in small
systems (1 in 10).

Contract year. Question 19 asied respondents
to state the number of days of classroom teaching
and the number of additional nonteaching days of
contract scheduled for the 1970-71 school year.
Sce Appendix B, page 97, and Appendix C, pages
134-35. Table 32 compares the number of teaching
and of nonteaching days reported by teachers in
1966 and 1971. Changes in the number of teaching
days reported show a tendency to greater uniform-
ity in length of school year. The percentage of
teachers reporting 180-181 days of classroom teach-
ing has increased from 46 to 54 percent in the past
five years. This trend appears at bhoth elementary
and secondary levels and in large, medium, and
small systems, but the change has been greater in
small than in medium or large systems. In 1971,
the pereentage of teachers reporting the 180-181
day teaching year is greater in small systems (60
percent) than in medium (53 percent) or large sys-
tems (50 percent). Large school systems, where |
teacher in 4 reports 184 or more days of classroom
teaching, still have a longer teaching year than me-
dium or small systems.

Geographieally, the Northeast still has the
lorzest teaching year and the West the shortest.
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Distinet geographical differences appear in the dis-
tribution. Northeastern teachers are about evenly
divided between those reporting 180-181 teaching
days and those reporting more than 181 days,
while extremely few have a teaching year of less
than 180 days. In the Southeast, however,
two-thirds  continue  to report the  traditional
180-181 davs of teaching, Both Middle and West,
on the other hand, show the trend to greater uni-
formily in length of teaching year. Pereentages re-
porting 180-181 days a year have inercased sub-
stantially in both regions sinee 1960. However, the
long school year still tends to be more common in
the Middle and the short school year more com-
mon in the West; | teacher in 5 in the Middle
reports 184 or more days of classroom teaching,
while more than 4 teachers in 10 i the West report
a teaching year of fewer than 180 lays,

Additional nonteaching days of contract have
decreased from a mean of five to four days since
1966, but the approximately 4 teachers in 10 re-
porting five or more nonteaching days show no
sign of change. Teachers who do not report any
nontcaching days have increased from 1 in 4 to
ncarly 1in 3 in the past five years.

Secondary teachers continue to have more

nonteaching days than clementary teachers, a mean continuing contract. Continuing contract is most
of five compared with four days. At both school prevalent among teachers in the Southeast (18 per- 4
levels, however, the percentage not reporting any cent) and more widespread among teachers in the 3
nonteaching days has increased since 1966. West (13 percent) than in the Middle (7 percent) g

In 1966, teachers in large and medium systems but very rare in the Northeast (1 percent). 4
averaged more nonteaching days per year than i
teachers in small systems. but a mean of four School staff and pupil characteristics 3
nonteaching days is shared by teachers in large, Size of school staff. Questions 10 and 11 con- ,:
medium, and small systems in 1971. It is in large cerned, respectively, the total number of classroom A
systems, however, that the percentage of teachers teachers and the total number of other full-time :
not reporting any nonteaching days has increased professional staff in the schools to which teachers §
most greatly. This percentage has grown from 23 were currently assigned. ;
to 43 percent in the past five years-and now ex- Table 33, which shows the number of class- ]
ceeds the percentage found in medium or small room teachers in schools as reported by teachers in E
systems. 1961, 1966, and 1971, reveals that schools became

Although Northeastern teachers have more larger during the 1960’s. Teachers reporting a class-
days of classroom teaching, they have fewer room teaching staff of fewer than 25 decreased g,
nonteaching days than teachers in other regions of from 48 to 37 percent in the 10-year period.
the country. The mean number of nonteaching £

days in the Northeast, already the smallest in the
country in 1966, decreased still further from three
to two between 1966 and 1971. The Southeast,
stilt with a mean of seven, continues to have the
highest number of nonteaching days. The percent-
age of Southeastern teachers with more than 10
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extra nonteaching days of contract remains consid-
crably greater than the pereeatage in any other re-
gicn of the country,

Contract status, Question 22 asked respon-
dents whether they had tenure, continuing con-
tract, or neither in their present school distriet, See
Appeundix B. page 97, and Appendix C, page 139,

Results show that more than half of all teach-
ers have tenure, about | teacher in 10 is on contin-
uing contract, and 1 teacher in 3 has neither tenure
nor continuing contract. Proportions of men and
women, and of clementary and secondary teachers,
with Lenure or continuing contract are generally
similar, but not surprisingly fewer teachers under
age 30 than in tne older age groups have permanent
contracet status.

A majorily of teachers in large, medium, and
small.systems have either tenure or continuing con-
tract, but the larger the system the greater the pro-
portion with permanent status. About 3 teachers in
4 in large systems, compared with 2 teachers in 3
in medium size systems, and with 6 teachersin 10
in small systems have either tenure or continuing
conlract.

A higher percentage of teachers in the North-
east than in other regions have cither tenure or

Elementary teachers continue to report fewer
teachers in their schools than secondary teachers.
Elementary teachers average 25 to a school, com-
pared with secondary teachers’ 61 to a school. A
majority of elementary teachers are still assigned to
schools of fewer than 25 teachers, but the propor-
tion in schools of this s°ze has decreased during the

\lo w4
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Table 33. Number of classroom teachers in schoo!

Total

School level
Elementary Secondary

1961 1966 1971

Fewer than 25 teachers . .. 48.3 43.5 37.2
25-49 teachers .. ....... 32.7 32.8 34.4
50—99 teacners ......... 15.1 17.0 20.7
100 or more teachers .. ... 3.9 6.8 7.5
Mumber reporting .. ..... 1,879 2,324 1,522
Mean ................. C.. 39 42
Median ............... .. 27 31

School system size

Large Medium Small

1961 1966 1971 1961 1966 197

67.5 66.0 58.9 228 18.5 13.2
28.0 30.2 34.1 39.0 35.7 34.9
3.9 3.1 6.6 29.9 32.6 36.3
0.6 0.8 0.5 8.3 13.3 15.5

1,069 1,223 799 810 1,101 723
23 25 ce 57 61
20 22 ce 45 50

Geographical region
Northeast Southeast Middle West

1966 1971 1966 1971 1966

Fewer than 25 teachers .. 281 26.7 41.1 382 58.0
25-49 teachers ........ 380 348 314 319 31.0
50—99 teachers........ 21.6 254 200 223 94

100 or more teachers.... 12.2 130 77 1.4 1.5
Number reporting . ..... 549 422 1,024 688 751
Mean ................ 50 52 43 42 26
Median .............. 34 40 29 30 21

past five years from the two-thirds characteristic of
the first half of the decade. About 6 elementary
teachiers in 10 are now in schools of fewer than 25
teachers. Secondary teachers in schools of fewer
than 25 teachers have decreased steadily over the
decade from 23 to 13 percent, while the percentage
of secondary teachers in schools with 100 or more
tcachers has approximately doubled from 8 to 16
percent.

Not surprisingly, size of school correlates with
size of school system. Change since 1966, how-
ever, has been conecentrated chicfly in smaller
syslems, where the mean number of teachers per
school has increased from 26 to 31 and the per-
ceniage of teachers in schools of fewer than 25
decreased from 58 to 46 percent. Geographically,
Northeastern teachers still report the largest num-
ber of teachers in their schools and Southeastern
teachers the smallest, but the greatest change in the
past five years has been the reduction of the pro-
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1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971 1966 1971

46.3 347 304 486 386 489 40.6 41.0 383
380 31.6 207 384 406 304 349 317 33.1
131 227 278 11.7 167 148 177 189 20.9

24 11.2 123 14 38 58 67 82 175

412 552 350 514 308 676 493 582 371

31 47 51 30 36 38 40 M4 42
26 34 39 25 29 25 30 28 32

portion of teachers in the Southeast and Middle in
small schools of fewer than 25 teachers.

In addition to classroom teachers, a mean of
seven other full-time professional staff members,
such as counselors, librarians, nurses, and adminis-
trators, was reported by 87 percent of respondents.
More secondary than elementary teachers reported
more additional professional staff; 92 percent of
secondary teachers reported a mean of nine addi-
tional professional staff, while 83 percent of ele-
mentary teachers reported a mean of four addi-
tional professional staff.

As would be expected, the number of
nonteaching professional staff in a school corre-
lates with the number of classroom teachersin the
school, as shown below. Twenty-two percent of
the teachers in schools with a teaching staff of less
than 25 failed to respond to the question on addi-
tional professional staff, and it is possible that
some of these are in very small schools which do
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not have any full-time professional staftf in addition
to classroom teachers,

Mean number of other
professional staff

Number of classroom
teachers in school

Fewerthan 25 ........... 3
25—-49 ... ... ... 5
50-99 ................. 10

The correlation of the size of teaching and
nonteaching professional staff makes it inevitable
that the greatest mumber of nonteaching profes-
sionals shonld be reported by teachers in laree
school systems and in the Northeast and lowest
mrnber of nonteaching professionals by teachers in
small systems and in the Southeast.

Spm ial staffing arrangements. Two questions
concerning special aspeets of staffing in schools
were Quiestion 21 on team teaching and Question
31 on teacher aides. See Appendix Ii pages 97 and
98, and Appendix C, pages 138 and 145-46.

On the former question, nearly 3 teachers in 8
report that there is team teaching in their schools.
inchided in whom is | in 8 who is himself team
teaching. Among clementary teachers | in 6 is
team teaching, twice as large a proportion as
among secondary teachers. However, a higher per-
centage of secondary teachers, 40 percent, than of
elementary teachers, 34 percent, report the exis-
tence of team teaching in their schools.

A greater proportion of teachers in large and
medium-size systems (4 in 10) than in small
systems report the existence of team teaching in
their schools. In all three system-size groups, how-
ever, about onc-third of those who report team
lcachmg in their schools are themselves members
of teams.

The services of a teacher aide are available to
29 percent of all teachers, representing 42 percent
of elementary teachers and 16 pereent of secon-
dary teachers, but most of these share the aide’s
services with other teachers. Only 6 percent of all
teachers and 9 percent of elementary teachers have
an aide to assist them alone. Availability of aide
services tends to be equally widespread in different
size school systems and different geographical re-
gions, but the 10 percent of teachers in the West
who have aides of their own more than twice as
great as in the other regions.

The type of assistance which teachers most fre-
quently receive from aides is secretarial help. Fig-
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ure | shows various types of assistance performed
by teacher aides and the pereentage of all teachers
with aides and of all clementary teachers with aides
receiving each type of assistance.

The school principal. Questions 25 and 26 con-
cerned. respectively. the sex and the racial-cthuie
origin of teachers” principals. See Appendix B page
97, and Appendix C, page 1413,

Results indicate clearly that most <chool prin-
cipals are white males. Eighty-nine percent of all
teachers. representing 80 percent ol elementary
teachers, and 99 pereent of secondary teachers, are
under the supervision of a male principal. and 92
percent of all teachers are supervised by white prin-
cipals. A higher percentage of elementary teachers,
T pereent, than of secondary teachers. 4 |)('r(-(-nl
have black principals. l()U(lh(l they comprise 6
percent of all teachers re |)(>rl|nu black prine ||m|~

Women and blacks appear more frequently a
the pnn(lpals of fteachers in large than in
medinm-size or small school systems, On(‘ teacher
in 5 in large systems has a woman as principal and
1 in 8 has a black principal. Th