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BARBARA TRYFAX :
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| :
THE ROIE OF HURAL WOMEN IN THE FAMILY

The desire to improve the situation of women oooupiéa the

ocentre of attention today in Poland as everywhere in the world. .

The statement that working.women, partiocularly those with lar-
_ge families, are ovéerworked has become a truism. But it is not
generally known that the life of rural women is much moxe dif.
ficult. The changes im the Polish family and in the woman’s
social functions in the last 25 !i:arn have been the subject of
ceaseless scientific research,
ment of the Yillage and of iculture at the Polish Acade
0of Sciences has pmade a oonsiderable contribution in this field.
The research conducted there ia the basis for the reneralizat-
ions of the present paper. The findings of that research indi-
oate a ireat gayp in living conditions between urban and zursl
women, due to the differentiation of their respective sconozic
and social conditions and to the differing family patterns.
It may be asked whether the rural family today i{s subject

. to the same processes of change as the urban family. The =ans-

wer would be complicated. Jor rural women are under tae influ-
ence of traditional patterns of life 2nd work on the farn
vhich springs from an attitude shaped over many centuries “that
land is the absolute value, But they are at the same time sud-
Ject to the influence of factors stemmi from the city which
revolutionigse the life of the rural family. In the olash (3 4
oultures and systems of values the rural wozan is dail con-
fronted with the difficult problem of choice hetiween the good
of the farm and her own welfare. This is why the woman’s quocs
tion in general and the question of the wonan on the ferm  are
two different matters. While in relatitn to the wurban woOman
the question is one of emancipation in the sphere of vocatio-
nal and intellectual equal rights, in resmnect to the rural wo-
. man it is etill a matter of breaking down the traditioral dbar.

riers of prejudices and standaris, of the aspiration to one
day free herself from the archaic system of relationships,

The pre-war peasant generatioh considered the land

farm as the highest value. Thig attitude, flowing from the
economie struc of the Polish village, designated the rxole
of women, absolutely subordinated them to the *regime of the
fara® and turned them into an element of Productiomn. ‘oman's
social imolation, deeponed by the endogamiu tendenc.es of pea-
sants” marriage, limited to the minimun woman’s schers of ao-
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tivity and introduced an outright division into male and fema.

le sphares 0f culture, interests and asctivity.

The modernm woman aontinues to be subject also to the in-
fluence of historical conditioning, despite the great changes
we deal with later, Prior to 1939 Poland was azong the = most
densely populated agricultural countries. Thus in 1931 there
were 75 persons per ha of disposable land for whom agriculture
" constituted the only source of maintemance and 105 persons per
100 ha of arable, Agrarian overpopulaticn, the accompany
-fragmentation of farms, the low levels 0f technical equipmén
and 0f productivity- all this found reflection in the great
differentiation of living standards of the various groups of
thé rural population. -

Demographic pressure which oreated a marginal, redundunt
population unsble to find employment in non-agricuitm'al bran.
ches of production, effected &  permanent hunger for land €8
the only mezns of existence and in the emergence of ever shar.
per struggles for its possession.

' The viclent evolution impelled by the war, the changes in
the social structure and technical transfomation that follow.
ed could not but introduce new elements ir the 1ife of rural
‘womer. With the econmomie ‘and social ohanges commenced the pro-
cess of the cultural transformation of the rural commnity,
which effected basio changes in the position of the rural wo-
man, But the integration of cultures and customs does not Pro-
ceed r=pidly and without conflict. The different tngo of cha-
nge in the rural as oompared to urbam areas is conditioned by
their different starts. And the dirsction of change in the
former 1s limited by the fact that the pezsants” petty cormod-
ity production mnst after all remain in contradiction with the
conception of modern 1life. The development of social aware-
ness, charges of attitudes and customs in the whele complex
Esycho’-eocial structure of the rural oommunity-its women ino-
uded~ trall behind the penetrationm into the village of the
mass media and conpsumers” durable goods. . .

A statistical evaluation of advances of rural woDem,
withodt interpretation, without mtmtini the dAifficulties
complitations and paradoxes accompanying the advance, vou.l&
hence be misleading and without purpose. For though much has
changed in the 1ife 0f the rural woman, the prevailing patterm
0f her mocial role and position still di*fers greatly from the
model suggested by comstitutional provisions.

- Three factors exsrt & partiocularly strong influence on
the situation of Poland“s rural women: the dustrialization
of cultural regions, the aotivity of pudlic or sations
and the development of cultural-educational institutions.

- The industriesliration process is accompanyed by a tenden-
cy to the feminigation of the farming vocation. Teas in
1931 the percentage of the population maintaining ftself sole-
1; by agriculture amcunted to 60%, it dropped to 47.1% . in
1950, to 38.1% in 1960, only 33,5% in 1966 and stands at about
30% ‘.:og:i. The 8 in .the po tions wocational structu-
re, resulting from industrialization, affect women to a rmoh
lesser degree, 1If occupation in agriculture im 1950 is <taken
as 100, then it stood in reference to women at 102 in 1960 and
at 91 for men. The outflow of labour power to industry hence
pertains chiefly to men. Women tend to remain on the farm thus
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effeoting the femiaization of the farming vocation. This situ~
ation has undoubtedly exerted an essential influence on the
ghanges in the position and rols 0f women in the peasant fami~
> £ ; ]

: Public organisations play no small role in aotivising the
rural inhabditants, in revolutionising thsir outlook and in
progtding them oconcrete ald in their work. The prinecipal wo-
men’s organiration in the rural areas is the Ciroles of HRural
Housewives whioh work in collaboration with the Agricultural
Ciroles, Their number has been wing year by years fronm
27,713 in 1966 to 30,508 in 1967, 32,154 in 1968 and ' over
33,000 in 1971, This necessarily means an increase im the nume
ber of members, which counted 890,000 in 1970. The Circles of
Rural Housewives funotion in 80,6% of Poland’s hamlets,

Theae Ciroles conduot varied activities. In 1970 they
conduoted 3073 kindgrgartene, 1040 Ela rooms, 4800 eduoationnl
courses in hygiene, 11,673 courses in onutio eoconoy inolude
ing 7642 on famn{ diet in whioh 253,787 people participated.
Besides, the Circles of Rural Hous ves secursd the partici-
pation of as many as 135,726 farms in & ocontest they organized
on oleanliness in the home and garden. : -

It may be emphasized, without citing more g.fun-, that
the .otivirg'of publio organisations is & powsr foroe in-
fluenoing the tempo of change in the lives of rural women. In
the sphere of practioal pursuits publio organisations faoilia
tate the adaptation of rural women to the basic okanges in the
struoture of everyday 1life effectad by industrialization and
the ocultural-educational revolutior. What is the nature of
these changes and how does the situation of rural women pre-
sent itself? .° N ’ ’

Fositive ohanges are ‘observable in many spheres of  wo-
man’s 1ife. They pertain to nev patterns of matrimony, a new
attitude to prooreation, growth of their authority, gradual
elimination of self-surhcient household economy, & progress.-
ing process of mechanization, access to rural women cf sohool-
ing and extramural education, )

' The new situation beoomes svident from the time women get
married.’ In the traditional system of rural rslations marriage

-vas often for the women am unjust and humiliating transaotion,

for the highest value here too was the land. Marriage vas as &
rule oonsumated among peasants cfter oonsideration-of fanzily,
economic and environmental interests. It was very oftem a trs-
dj.ng agreenment in whioh praotioal considerations were upper-
OBt

There is an improvement in the legal and scoial situation
of rural women entering matrimony. This is more evident in in-
dustrialized than in agrigultural regions. Because of the
growth of gainful employment outside agriculture, the process
of emancipation from the rofim of the individual farm and
from the diotation of relatives and neighbours prooceeds more
rapidl; in the form:y, One exprsssion of thess changes is the
coupls’s proplrt{ consideration which is not based om ths si-
miliar size of the farms Of the contracting facilies nor on
ths convenient location of +the lands. lack of land has osased
40 te & criterion of negative selection of matrizonial part-

ners . . .
.ramily oompulsion im relation to marriage hes concilezcde
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1y weakened. The weakened authority of the parents- formerly
latont in their undivided rule over the land- is expressed in
the lower agé of marriage and feolining difference in the age
of married couples. Interfevence by the commnity has weakenmed'
to 2n even creater extent, in investigation of the selection
of mates by territory and religion shows the rapid disappear-
ence of many forms of endogami. .

‘Motherhood was another element which determined = women’s
forrer neiativo situation, Bringing many children into -  the
world burdened them with duties and respomsibilities, chained
them to chores which 1limifed their mentusl horizons and warped
the development 0f thei:r personality. The idea of birth ocont-
rol has now penetrated the village causing a decline in the
hirth rate. fn fact, the index of decline is greater tham 1in
th2 citles, but there 1s still a clear differenence between
fertility in the city and in the country, where that coeffic-
ient 1s much higher, : :

In the £irst post-war decade the necessity of recouping
the bilological losses caused the demogravhic process in Polan
to develope not only spontaneously but also under the stirmulus
of state poliry which provided economic incentives for raising
the birth rate in city and country. But there was a great dis-
proportion even then between the fertility of urban and . rural
women. This was 2ssoclated primarily with the culture of sex
life, with different views on the functions of the family, the
level of medical care 2nd with the pressure of factors related
to worldview. ‘fhen the cult of mothers rewarded for bearing
many childiren oame to an end, the coefficient of childbirth
underwent -a furher differentiation as bHetween ruzal and wurban
families, The phase of birth control cormenced later in the
country, while the evening of the level and the shaping of a
uniform model for all communities is a matter of the future.

The drop in the number of children per reasant family is
not ejual for zll communities. That tendency is undoubtedly
stronger in urbanized reglons. The average for industrialized
regions 13 three children per fa=mily, But deviation from the
average is 80 lerge that it is not possible to treat = couaty
28 an uniform comminity in this respect nor to seek an expla-
nation of this oscillation in socia.f categories.

4 clesh of attitudes and contrary tendencies appears at

thé point of intersection of two economic and civilization
systems, An element 0f conscious decision is beginning to sha-
pe-up from the conflict between the o0ld and new standards.

This is why the tendency 1s asserting 1tself, among others, of
a drop in the birth rate in reasure with the decline in the
age group of the mothers, Por the younger age groups have +to

“a greater extent been embraced by the birth control movement,

The smaller number 0f children borne by ounf women also -
sults from the bhetter knowladge of sema.{ matters and the ac-
ceptance of the urban patiern of co-living. :
These tendencies may be szid to apply on a nationsl sca-
le. Differences in the fertility index is already smsll bet-
ween young women 0f town and country. But they very clearly
rise with mothers past .the age of 30. In that group the pro-
portion of urban women who s¥ill give birth to children is
sm2ll, dut it is different in the rural areas. The gpread bet-

_ ween the indices for city and country rises in measure with
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the successive birth of each ohild by womex over 30: in the
case 0f the third child-almost double end im the case of the
eichth=by 4 times. : '

The factor differentinting views on the desirable nurber
of ohildren is no longer sccnomic conditloms amd particularl
not the size of the family farm. It i3 rather the now mor
end eivilizations pattern, the way of life, sooial seourity=-
in a word, the elements of.life contained in the conception
1nduatriaiization and.urbanizetion, A lower birth rate was al-
ready observable in the preceding generation in suburban wvil-
lages. This tendency is weeker in the present generation, when
the oatalyst of change is not only the proximity of the city
with its entire complex of tralts of the contemporary family
model., It .18 alsoeor perhaps primarily, direct contact /by me=-
ans of gainful employment and eduoation/ with ' . institutions
which do not face the task of propagandizing tke idezl of the
small family, but iz expressed in concrete 214 in its reali-
zation.

4 third element of change in the social position of rural
wonen is the rise in thelr authority. Two closely interrelated
factors have ererted a decisive influenoe om chances in the

* family structure and the divisior of roles., Ths t flows

direotly from the prooesses of jndustrialiszation, The constant
2igration to the cities, at first embracing the -surplus of
manpower and then elso the indispensable handc on the farms
ccniracts the f{-mily working group. The location of 1ndustri’:d.
rlants in 2gricultural regions intemsifies the process of spa-
tial mo™ilily 2nd facilitates the emergence o0f tha eategery of
a duel community affiliation, i.e., those who combine employ-
ment 11 town with recidence in the country and operation of a
fzrm. 4 second important imdicator of change ir the situation
of women is the chanre in the cultivation structure, to the
veretable 2nd aninal raising typee The change in the m2in di-
rection of production develors most sharply in industrialized
2nd urbanized regions, zore suited to the marireting o2  high
quality agricultural produce. . . : )

Both these phenomena have their given soclal effects.
There is a definite riss in the authorit; of woren 1n't‘_~.e fa-
mily. This does not:result a sudden change of the Den“s atti-
tude $0 the role of the wife as an equal partmer but is the
consegnence of o determining economic situation, The husband ‘s
undert gainful employment outside agriculture cregtes a
ney economic necessity. The wozmen falres over the actual direc-
tion of the farm., If the rural woman’s social position is mea-
sured on t-e scale of prestige in the family and community,
then it must be said that this prestire is positively correla-
ted with the farmer s undertaking work outside scriculture.
The shift of one or both of the partmers in matrimony to ano-
ther vocational group changes the role of the woman in the fa-
mily, raises her authority. Her sphere of competence and her
range of decision making undergo a cWnge. The fact that she
contracts trade agreexents, Dorrows machines from the Agricule
tural Circle, acquires investnent credit, for breeding ar
equipping the home with modern facilities is a gmince of her

authority. She reaches out beyond the family group. Pormexly

subordinated to the father or hus 9 deprived of the riFht
to herself deternine her fate, siynow begins, as an ejual »f
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the head of the family, not only to decide on interaal family
affairs and to participate in official delidberations but also
. to step outside in the name of the "head® and the entire fami-
The differsnces in the position of the wives of farmers

and of the wives of part-time farmers 2¥e an evident . expres=

sion of the ohanges oococuring under the influence of the fac-

tors tranatonug':ho soci and occupational structures of

rural families. further elements seem essentisl to an eva-

luation of that phenomenon: the age of the husband e gd axt-

side ug!i,cultun and his place of employmente. Obeervation sug-

gests conolusions in this respect. Mrst, the o e8 in

the role of the woman in the family develop more rapi vhen

the husband traveling to work bdelomgs to a younger afo group.

The younier gonoration is marked by a greater elasticity: of

views and atfitudes and by a greater inclination to ) s

whioh yield the village not only a greater cach income t

whioch also bring mew urban patterns in the sphere of interper-

sonal relations. Secondly, changes in the woman’s.femily role

occur to a grester degree in the case of couples ' where the

husband travels to work outside his permanent place O0f resi-

denoe. Whereas those who work in production plants or institu-

tions located within the village treat their wives considerab-

ly worse in respect to partioipation in management and decis-

ion making. Is ocase the place of work is located at a _greater

distance from the hore, not only the time spent in  traveling

plays a8 role but also !h. oontacts in the new environment.

This.influences a much Etoator loosening of ties to the <farm

than in the ocase of oyment within the village. The woman

then dbecomps the a manager of the farm and that changes

her farily status, miking her an egual partmer. -

In the sense of the division of oompetence, the model of
the peasant fmi]l;y approaches the urban model. The main deter-
minant of chenge~in the nrban family is the wife’s gainful oc-
cupation. Whereas the chief determinant of c! in the rural
- family is the husband’s loymsent outside oulture. Both
determinants effects the P of similar struetural charao-
teristics in the families of working women in town and in the
families of part-time farmers in the rural areas, There is a
clear differentiation in the division of labour betwesn - the
three family oategories: of farmers, part-time farmers and
those mintaining themselves exclusively by work outside agri-
culture. Parmers families still present many elements of pat-
riarchal systems- in which the deciding voice. was always with
the father  or husband. The woman plays here a subordinate ro-
les Whereas the two other types of families gravitate ever mo-
re toward democratio relations. ! o

. division into spheres of male and femsle decision-ma-

is delineated on this stage of family 1life, To the men
still most often velong matters of trade and production, - to
the women questions of componionate life and upbringing, The

use of family funds is shaping up on new principles. Two fi-
-nancial models of the rural fm& ‘are obserwvable: when agri-

culture is the only means of . e there is most often &
common- treasure; when there are other, or only other,’ sources
of naintenznce, the family funds are handled by the yonan-

which also attests to the extemsion of her sphere of competen=
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A fourth fuctor comditioning positive chance in the 1ife
of the rural womsn is the tendencg 0 1imit the self-suffic-
iency of the pezcsint family, The household 1is to a consider=b-
le degree emmcipntingh:taelf today from the status of an ag-
ricultural workshop. fanily, as & vital proup in rural
society alss. constitutes, as is lnowm, an economic team to a
much greater degree tham does the oity family, The role of wo-
man in this team is not limited t¢o participation in vegetable

and animal production according to the truditional division o!

labour. In the pre-industrial period women vere responsible
also for a broad range of noneazricultural vroduction. The
folk saying: ®"The pessant supports only one corner of the
house and the woman the other ‘three® charscterizes the impor-
tance of the woman’s work for the peasant family,

The develcopment of industry took over part of traditional
family production. It repvlaced the voman, in 2 certain cense,
provided better and cheaper clothing, bed linem, food artic-

les. 4 characterietic feature of 1n§z’zstrial society is the -

factory production of consumers’ iooda 0f everyday use on the
basis of a specialized division of labour outside the family.
The same applies to a number of household services, The trans-
ition from & natural to a commodity economy which is charac-
terized by the growth of employmsnt outside agricvlture and
expansion of consumption goods production effected a Ddasic
transformation of the structure of the family group., The fami.
1y lost of its previous functions. It ceased to be e
mlti-branch workshodp producin% for itself the greatest part
of articles of everyday use., It also ceased to be the only up-
bringing-educatio; centre. Its functiorn of providing insu-
rance to the aged and crippled weakened. Companionate life and
entertainment moved outside the home and even beyond the cire-
le, 0f relations and neighbours, The growth of industry, which
separated the srheres of domestic and vocational ocoupations
in relation to the urbarm family, now effects also a chance of
relations between the farm and the hdusehold for peasent  fue
milies. Because of women’s gainful employmert there is a shift
in proportion between women's domestic and outside contacta in
the urban family. Today the home absorbs to a lesser degree
the time and interests of the mother co-maintainer of the f:-
mily. The same Dhenomenon is gradually mihifesting 1itself in
the village, except that it is more cowplex here, .

The natural persent family economy was the basis for the
labour relations in the village., Almost all thelr needs Ixn the
realm of clothﬁ.ng uousehold implements and other consumptior
goods were satis iod by their own labour vhich occupled every-
one- from the childrem to the aged. Tradiiion=l ferzing  met-
hods were practiced in all of Poland during the inter-waxr pere
104 and even after. The traditional forms of r8ising agrioul-
tural orops and of animal husbandry commenced- to be eliminsted
from the farm wife’s tiins budgst only in the last decade. This
tendency first developed in suburban areas where the possibi-
11ty of providing the family with foodstuffs frees the  wonan
from making butter, sausiges and b > bread. But ss we shall
gee later, the elimination of self-suffioiency by 23 means
signifies the disappdarance of all forzs of home manufacture.

The last manifestation of positive changes in the situate

8
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“ion of the rural woman is her access to education, This iz ac=

tually & separate question o?f sreat importunce we only  touch

here in passing, There is considerable micro and maero rese~-.

arch belng conducted or the level of education of the youth.
But there hoas been =10 comparative research on the educationzl
level of different age proups of rural women. Some light on
this question is thrown by the Diaries of Zural Wozmem, 1200 of
whick vere subzitted at 2 contest organized by The Institute
9f Development of the Village and Agriculture. Those show that
ever more farm women hive been acquiriag a vocationel and se=-
coninry educction. A cozparison of two cenerations shows a
rreat difference Hetween them in this respect. 0f 150 wozen
who submitted diaries, and were over 50 years of age, 11 did
rot atitend any school. The rTest, except for two school tea-
chers, could at most boast of having completed elementary
school. But the vest majority dropped out after the  fourth,

.third or even second form due to poverty. Wherees women of the

-

younrcer ard middle generations had a di?ferent start, Of the ~

total of 933 who provided this information 155, or 16.2%, con-
tinued post-eleunentary schooila studies. .

But the rise im woman's authority ané prestige and access
to educstion do not signify an improvement in her situation {n
all sphcres of 1ife, - for they do not mean a decline in her
productive responaibilities. On the contrary. There i3 8  pa-
rallel increase of her burdenes, For the form wife now worls
in —zny cases in the f1leld 2nd garden not only for herself bvut
fcr her husbaond end children as well. ost cemerally, the 24~
ditional labour durden of the modern rural woman is %He re=
sult, 25 indiczted above, 62 her husbani’s ceinful empleynent
off ithe farm, changes in the attitude to childrem and srowthk
of the family’s nmeeds. On the back of the part-time <¢€armer’s
wife falls the burden o0f the farm worlz, of marketing =27ricul~
turzl and anieal producis, household duties and core of the
children., The women ceases to be e helpiag hand in the 2anmily
and is becoming its head and manaser of production, but she is
nore than ever bdurdened with lzbdour in different specizlities.

‘Here.there h=zs not been, like in the city, a division in tine

and space between dJozestic and vocatio ¢ Drofessional tasis.
K Men the peazant Lfamily begins to base its existemce on
two equally ixportent meusns of maintenance, the dezecxription
*sainfully empleyed® does mot reflect women’s actual status.
There 45 no question ere of a dual vocation, as 1is the case
with the husband., It would be more correct to compare her oc-
cupations with these of a working woman engaged on many  Jobs,
vith the important difference that the 8 hour working day s
not observed here. 3zinful employment outside agriculture
plzys a deciding role in the ranze of woman’s oocupations,
‘fen the husband works off the farm the sum of the tasks per-
formed by the womam on the form is greater tham those of the
cther faaily members. Even when the traditional division of
lzbour brezlks dovm, its adjustment to concrete needs and con-
ditions of au agricultural enterprise does not =mesn a decline
in the range of woman s respomsidilities. True, she ofter ts-

"kes thne place of the hushand in carrying out various activite

ies, but she does more of them than under the previous system
o relations. . R
The household chores also increased. .8 ‘#e s&iv, when the
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husband goes to work off the farm the wopan st at least par-

tly ta® over his work there. Theoretically, che shpuld do so0
at the expense of the household as is the case with married’
woman ln urban families who go to work. But there is. mo cor-
respondence here between theory and reality. The division of

-labour in the household botween the partners in matrimony  is

more traditional in character than in relation to farm work.
0ld ways of thinking are strong here: the woman is. relegatod
to the kitchen and procreation. Those women are in the worst

situation whogse hushande are engafed in non-a.fricultural occu-
e

pations at home, Such husbands help very 1litt with the farm
work and share in the household chores in the least degree,

The relation. of the “en to housevork reguiri greater
physical effort is mot uniform, i8 & rule men.in a , family
categories participate in such chores as carrying weter, But
this attitude is only universal in landless families or those
maintaining themselves exclusively by far:nigg. Whereas the
husband s help.in the heavy chores is much rore rare among
part-time farmers. ) .

The question of the division of labour in the family is
reflectad in the diaries and daybooks of farm wives. On the
whole women cozplain of too many tzsks. . young woman going to’
live with her husband after marriage on his parents’ 18 ha
farm toile from dusk to late at nizght, rising at 3 in the mor-
ning, soon stops comforting herself with the Migh, egrnings.
While writing vith pride in her diary that they made 50,000

zlotys on rapeseed alome, she at the same time doclares withg

bitterness: "ihat zood is the property to me if we can’t enjoy
it... We con only think of love omn Sundaye.. And I thought
that merriage/is only homey, only love®., /Diery number 158/,
There are ther conmplaints of stingy husbands who keep the
money under lock and key, don’t want even to deposit 1t in =a
savings bank, saves 1t for the children. "But hov does he know
if there will be children? For he has no time for that",

If the entire time budget of the rural woman be divided
into six parts, namely: field wor), work in the garden, house
ciiores, trade contacts, contact w.th imstitutions, free <time
occupations, then it turms out t 2t household ard farily obli-
gations, 1.e., housework is the most important. While bwrdened
with farwork, which reaches its highest intemsity during har-
vesting, sowing or haymaking and*8ircging absorbs all  members
of the family, the farm woman spends most of her time, on a
yearly scale, on the Liusehold. This attects to the rank of
this sphere of activity and to the approach toward the faorily
model of many Western European countries, shere the proportion
of work input in the household is rising in the generzl t{iwe
budret. Tais seems to contradict what was said earlier regard-
ing”the elimination from the time budget of certain  occupst-
ions associated with manufactured articles and a self-suffic-
ient economy. But it turns out that the elimination of the
above does not reduce the sphere of household tasks.

It is difficult to enumerate at one brez=the all ' these
highly veried tasks, of which there are in general more than
105. The activities of provisioning and keeping the house in
order, so familinr to town women, apply here too. But besides
+hat chores appsar which are characteristic for the rurel con-

runity. Por despite all ecomnmio and social changes the iden-
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tification of production and household interests contiaues he-
rel We thus find in the 1lists tasks connected with processing
agricultural and animal products Woth for home use and for the
market . However, as indicated, self-pufficient économy is .on
the whole boooming an anachrogism on a national scale owing to
the growth of industry which agroducea"bettor and cheaper, The
fara wife ever more raresly bakes bread, churns butter, prepas
res sausages, spins wool, weaves linen. But this does pot meaa
that prooosui ¥

requires an evon greater work expenditure because of the r;::

the household. Women who
preserves and jamg, The contemporary peasant family is not sae
tisfied with soup copked cnoe a day but demand & varied diet
rich with time consuming salads and greens. The same pertains
to questione 6f hygiene. ‘Lmndorig is easier due to the washe
ing machine but 1t is done more often and mors painstakingly,
for such is the desire of the new peasant family. :

Mechanizaticn in the village pertains primarily to' field
worke But gradual progress in this respect is visidble also  id
the sphere of women’s work, This docsn't change the fact though
that the rural housewife works very hard. The sessonal nature
of her tasks and the rhyths of labour in the garden exclude
the possidbility of adapting them to hsr will, Iron sconomié
lat necessitates constant alertness, multiplying oneself, dos
ing two things at the same time, leaving a job only in orxrdet
to return to it. : .

The oxtent Of 1he woman’s work in the household ar? gare
den or plot allotment also shapes a new attitude to the égild
in the peasant family. This is assoclated with the modern con-
ception 0f life and workx in the village. It fradually.oomes to
a division between woriring time and leisure time. With the a{-
pearance of the latter conception the efforts of the family
are concentrated on obtaining produetion resulis dbut also on
reducing the production processes by better organization of
the farm work. This new attitude to life and to farming cannot
bui influence the situation.of the children, who benefit “to
1arhaps & greater degree than the other members of the family
from tme new scale ol values. The peasant family furthermore
appreciates the meaning of education. This is why ever greater
importance is attributed to the children getting an -education
and acjuiring vocational skills, which is unavoidably connec-

ing demand of the fami in the sphere of provisioning '
running Y Son't bake bdread cr cake malke

. ted with reduction of thelir work on the farn.

There is still another determinant of thes child’s posit-
ion and conditions. In the traditional family model the child
constituted the cheapest labour power, an indispensable ele-
ment of production, and its value was the guusge of economic
suitability. This conception has nbv undergone a thoruvugh re-
volution, Although the individual farm, subject to iron econo-
mie law, continues to use child ladbour, the share of that 1la-
bour in the production process is no longer a chief conside-
ration while its sphere and r do not determine the place
of. the child in the family wor tean. There is a c in
the attitude of parentas to théir offspring who are raige not
only to successively look after the chickens, geese, cows A and

horses, but are to ths parents un end in thenmselves and réqu- .

ire warxrmth, concern and care.

ng disappears. from the time budget. At times 1% -
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The new attitude to thé child is expressed in its being
freed from an excess of production responsibilities, in assur-
ing an education, in organizing rest and reoreationm, vithin
pos3sibilities, in care for its health, The alternative ~"who
to cure f£irst, the child or the cow® is always resolved tod.
in favour of the child, This is attested by the’ frejuemey of
visi$#® to doctozs. It is the woman who most frequent%y takes
over the traditional c)xildren'q production obligations, It may
be sald in this sense too that her burdehs increase as a re-
-sult of the changed attitude to children. ~
. -It should be added that all these additional burdens are

roportio-

nately to:the stremgth and possibilities of =211 fa.migy mene
bers. The woman undoubtedly pays the highest price for her ovmn
and the family‘s ndvance. Although the socio-ecomomic transe
formations -enabled women to free themselves from male hegemony
and assured them the position of parimers in decision-maling,
the fact remains that they work the hardest and that . her own
advancement and that of the other menbers of the farily take
place in good measure at thelr expenmse. !

It i3 itrue that- the transformations have released proces-
ses of emancipation owing to which the rural woman is brealring
out of thg narrow circle of household.production interests,
Jbhat her political awareness 1is aroused, expressed in her pars
ticipaticp in pudlic life. On the other hand, however, the

burcen of| greater responsibility on the farm and &t home ° 28
well as the rising needs of the family under the influence of
urbanization hamper the development 0f her DPersonallity and ma-
ke difficult her benefitting from the attaimments of 'culturg
deupite the zreater opportunities in this sphere.
There 18 thus nbgervable an ambivaleat attitude

men’s part: they on the ome hand desire to accept urban . pat-

terns and ax'ei on the other -hand, afraid to do so. For that im . °
o

their conception would mean ne lectinf the production of the
farm. This attitude 1is particularly glaring in corrunities
where & real possibility appears to rise t0 the level of the
city in tre sphere of the faciliti»s-of modern industrial ci-
vilization. . .- .

Concrete postulates ‘for improving the situation of rural

' women are being voiced by pclentific institutioms and  publie

nrganizations. Organized child care in the ruril arsas is a
condition sire jue non of relicving mothers of excessive up-
bringing duties. State outlays on-child care amount to several
milliard zlotys ammally. The child in the village needs other
forms of care than his counterpart in town, 1if only fox the
reason 0f the different character of women s work znd the dif-
ferent kind of health care needs. The villare needs creches ,

kindergartens, summer care centres, organized colonies, camps
and vacation places for rural children. . :
Socizal benefits for rural housewives also Tequire. - wmuch

improvenent. There are mo statistics relative to the number of
rural women-wives of farmers and part-time farmers- who bene~
£it from free vacations or sanatoria. The fact that the number
is very small is not due to their excellent state of health
and the proverbial peasant brawn, but to various other factors
which )imit their utilization of preventive medicine and tre-

ements w”e
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The populariszation of sedical knowledge and ion of -
medical care should be regarded as dasic <factors lueneing , .
birth control. Emlightemment activities, -schools of health, S .
courses, lectures tslks would help iduee the size of the .
peasant family and the birth rate. Serviciw for the village is -
another provision ia the improveasat ' progrsame, ' prisarily ;
those which lighten women’s work: laundries, -bakeries, dutcher
shops and slaugbter s clothes repair, hoae removation,
linen, underwear, tallor and stocking repair s -ote. The
nusber of these services oontinuss to be below ! rising de-
macd. ' : g
v . Nor does the provision with rural retsil outlets .l
. correspond to modern demand. Rural woasa lose too much time

shopping trips to town to buy artiecles of prime need which
should be available in village retall stores. o .
Lsbour ssving facilities, such as: electricity, running
water, central heating, dathroeas, etc., serve to raise the ru-. -
ral level of civilisation., In this respect there is a sharp .
contrast between town and country. - : \
The number, the state, .oqu.l.ront end personnel of - the N
culture centres are not alwayt adequate ia  the rural areas. STy
7 - They and thie mess media will not contribute to arousing inte- s
, rest in and creating cultural hedbits if pot worud by wide- ;
ly organized undertakings in the form of red prioce tickets
/ for artistic presentations, sdjustment -of agutodus schedules 4
and transportetion of villagers to the theatre, art exhibi - ;o
’ tious, concerts; ete. : . !
A . Unfortunately rural wosen 46 not enjoy equal rights as '
_ / yet, Their development is still the bonds of hebit

—

e

and belief, work relations and conditions of life, entagoniam -
between their aspirations and the form of their realisation.
This is why the studies comducted tbs Institute of the De-
velopmeut of the Village end of culture at the Polish Aca-
deny of Sciences are such practicel importance., Aware of
the imperfection and gsps in 8 ressarch, we regard it as
an introduction to more fundsmental studies om the positioa of
rurel women and how to make their lives fuller and richer. .
Iomattunmtmmammizomtm
ge8 in the position of rural women is the ocomw. ’
the. limitations and imperfections eonnested wi’h faemily ( 1%
. They have ceased to be work
, P cipate more in the life of the vill and have sany
' E cases becoas the hndlotthot-ui-ﬂ sore of the ferm.
Their degree of initiative and inve e .
takings and participation in the activity of politieal, social i
and cultural orgamisations are an expression of their level of |
awarensss and of their role in thé local hierarchy ef suthor- [

L e e et e T o

ity. ’

: The fact that rursl women have been rTesching out beyond ]
the bounds of the farm and the femily 18 also a gaugs eof the gy
attitude of the rnu{ group towards them.An ever wider. L - v

ot :

cipation of wosen in local governmemt and public éffice
' servable., The formerly traditional rural u—tw
? . fact that wonmen are mot. teachers and nurses also
sicians, veterinariens, soco ciens, hemlet sgromomists aad
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that they even occupy positions as chalrmen of 1local Peoples
Councils, The village acknowledges this when it elects women
to govermment posts. X . ’

The woman's social position has changed not only in the
family, but also in the community. A woman participant im the
conpotition for diaries by rural women(orgenised bz“:!.n Insti-
tute of the Development of the Village Agricul under
the Polish Academy of Sciences) excellently characterises this

day lasbourer, scullion: todcy I am a citiszen of the Poli
public". X '

“ . new status when she wrote:"No one says today about me: bognr. :
sh Re- |
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