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ABSTRACT o

A search of the literature of librarianship reveals
tiiat very little has been written concerning library school student
associations. Two gquestionnaires were designed; one to be sent to the
deans or directors of American Library Association accredited library
schools; one to be sent to the presidents of student associations at
2ierican Library Association accredited library schools. . Each
questionnaire contained questions which were identical, and questions
that would be answered only by the group receiving it. .The questions
explored three broad categories in relation .to library school student
associations--(1) structure, (2) activities, and (3) .relationships. .
The report is presented using each of :these categories as a chapter;
questions are presented, results noted and analysed. .A summary . .
section presents a composite picture of the present situation of - f
library school student associations. - (Author) - "
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- RICHARD BURKE EGGLETON. Library School Student Associations:

A Profile. A Research peper for the M.S. in L.S. Degree.
August, 1972. 69 p. Adviser: K. Shearer
A sesrch of the literature of librariénship reveals

that very liptle has been written concerning library school
student associations; Tﬁo questionnaires were desipned;
one to be sent to the deang or directors of American Tibrary
Association aceredited library schools; one to be sent to Y °
the presidents of student associations at American Library
Association aceredited library schools. Esach questionnaire
contained queétions which were identical, and questions
that would be anawered only by the group receiving it. The
guestions explored three brosd categories in relation to
library school student essociations---(1) structure, (2)
activitiés, snd (3)'relationships. The report is presented
usipg each of these cstegories as a chapter; questions are
=presented,'résu1ts noted and snalysed. A summary section
presents o compbsife pictqré of the present situstion of

library school student associstions.
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INTRODUCTION

The need for fesearch on library school student
agssociations is beyond question, Searches in the indexes

and abstracts of librarianship (Bibliography of Library

Economy, Library Literature, Library and Information

Science Abstracts) reveals that very little has been writ-

ten on the tépic; Searches through the catalogs of area
1ibraries,'apd the book catalog of the Schonl of Library
Séience of Cdiumbia University show this ssme dearth of
“material on student associationé at librery schoois. What
has been written are reports on special ad hoc groups of
students formed to meet specific problems or crises. The
Scope.heré is related, put much broader.
The aims.ﬁere threefold: to gather information on:
(1) the current organizational structure of library school
student associations snd pfoblems which appear to be s
function of that strﬁcture;.(E) the kind and regularity
of sctivities sponsored by library school student associa-
tions;.(B)'the formal and infofma} relstionships of library
school student associations with the faculty and'edmiﬁistra-"
tion of 1ibrary'schoolé.
With regard to the structure of student aésociations,
the research tried to ascertain what type of gévering

structure was favored by library school student associations.
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Oth.» sreas of 1nVestigation were: (1) the financial circum-
stances of the.associations, (2) committee membéréhips held
by students; (3) how much help is given by the library
Qchool administration in tﬁe way of the matefial needs ( ex.
space,'suppliés,.etc.) of the essociation; (l) the‘authority
of deans over student associations; and (5) how student
association'officers are nominated and elected.

Concerning the activities of student associatvions, an
attempt was made to discover the.range and number of écﬁiv-
ities sponsored by student associations during the past
school year (1970-1971). -This time period was used so that
a better juhgement of the'cﬁrrent status of the student
association as reflected in its activities could be found.

In connection with the relationships of student associ-

ations, the research attempted to detect the attitudes of

student assbciation lesders and deans of library schools
toward each'éther, ahd their attitudes toward the role of
student associations in library.schools. |

Ad hoc‘stﬁdént groups formed at library schools are
covered very indirectly. Respbndents were quefied as to
whether any such groups had~been formed recently, the name
snd purpose of the group, and the relationship of the new
group to the official student association and the library-
school adminigﬁfétion. ‘The main thrust of this section
wes to find Quﬁ ir these éroﬁps had been formed bocsuse
of some perceived or pesl defect in the regular student

organization.
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| v  “As noted earlier, the literature found dealt with ad
% . hoc groups af-iibrary schools and was of little direct use.
It.did, hqwéver, give the fesenrcher.ideas for questions

- ' A and therefore indirectly cbntributed to_the research., A

bibliography of thuse articles is appended at the end of the

t . report.
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METHODOLOQOGY

Realizing that there are literally hundreds of educn-
tional programs’in library sclence in this country, the.
study was limited to those progrems accredited by the
American Library Association (hereafter.AﬁA), This was
done for several reasqns.- First, the resources of the
student reéeercher wére limited, as no outside reséarch
funds were obtained; Secondly, schools accredited by ALA
| would offer the édvantage of a certain degree of likeness.
A1l would be graduate progréms which would have to meet
- standards set by ALA. This is not to say that the group is
very homogeneous, but that it 1s_the most nomogensous
group one could arrive at without gathering much previous
information on the respondents. An official ALA 1list
dated Feburary-1971, wéa used as the source for schools and-

addresses. (see American Libraries pp. . Feb. 1971)

The main vehicle of the research was two quostionnaiﬁes.
One questionnaire Was designed t§ be sent to the deans of
the 1ibrary schoblq, the other to the presidents of student
associations.gt librsry schools. These two quastionnaires
'contaihed many dfvthe same_questions,,the approach being |
to ascertain the attitudes of each group and the validity
of the answers to certain factual question. Each of the

questionnairesvalgo c@ntaingd different questioqs which
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were included because they could be best aﬁswered only by
the groub réceiving that ?9rticu1ar question, Questions'bnly
on the dean's questionnaire were questions numbered 8, 13,
1i;.. Questiéns only on the president's questéoﬁnaire were
questions numbered 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 27. All other ques-

tions were paired on the two questionnaires, though the

numbers do not correspond. Both questionniires are apponded
at the end of this report.

The questionnaire for the desns was mailed during May
of 1971. The deans were asked to fill out and return the
questionnaire., They were 3lso asked to fill out and return
the postcard included. 6n'this'postcard they were asked to
write the name and permanenﬂ home sddress of the student
(or ex-student) who is (or was) president of his school
student aésociation during the greater part of the 1970~71
academic year. If no sﬁudent gssoclation existed ot that
particular school, the dean was instructed to £ill out only
the first part of the questioﬁnaire; This method was used
for seversl reasons: (1) if no student association existed
at a school, then it would not be necessary to send a
questionnaire for the president of the student association.

It might heve ended up on the desn's desk and caused confu-

sion, since it was very similar to the dean's'questionnaire;

(2) it was felt that the response rate of the presidents

would be greatef if their questionhaire was addressed to
them personally, rather than a title; (2) it would he im-

portant to reach ‘the presidents who had served some time in
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office, not newly elected prosidents, if the answers to the
questionneire were to be usefui; () it would prevent any
major consultation between the dean and the association
president in providing answers. It is for these ressons
that the guestionnaire for the pre’elidents was not sent to a
title but to an individual named by the dean. This did
raise several problems, the worst being the failure of some
desns to return the postcard'even though there was a stud-
ent sssociation at their schools. They did return their
questionnaire, from which the existence of a student associ-
ation could be fnthomed; but neglected to return the post-
card with the name and permaﬁent home sddress of the associa-
tion president as spécifiﬁd.

As noted before, if the school did not have a student
association at that éime, the desn was asked to fill out
only the first four questions on his questionnaire and
" return it to the researcher. These questions asked if
there nad ever brsen a student association at that school,
+he cause of its demise if one had existed, and the deasn's
opinion of'sﬁudent nssociations. The denns at those schools
having student associstions were instructed to skip nmuestions
numbered 2 and 3. since these questions were intanded fér
those schools not hsving student associations.

As the postecards were received from the deans, the
questionneires 1’'or the president of the studernt association
at that school was mailed to the individual néxﬁed by the

desn.
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A cover lotter naccompanying each of the questionnsires

nssured both proups that the dnta gathered would be used

only to project profiles and would not he publicly connected

with scho‘ovl'é or individuals.
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STATTISTICS

The popﬁlaﬁion consisted of 53 deans (see: ALA 1ist of
accredited library Schoois Feb. 1971) of whom L6 (86%) ro-
turned the questidnn'aire. of vthese L6, §1 reported having
student associaticns; 5 'reported not having student associa-
tions. Thirty-six of the deans r;epor'ting student associations
returned the poétcard as per instructions; lj failed to return
the postcard; 1 postcard was returned too late to he used.

Of the 36 questionnaires sent. to the presidents, 26 were

returned (72%).
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PROBLEMS AND CAUTIONS

The research was not without its problems. They 1limit
" the usefulness, but do not by any means make it worthless.
Questior:. number five on tﬁe deans' questionnaire was
worded:
"What is. the enrollment at your school?"
a. Full-time equivalent __
b. Real full-time
¢, Part-time o
The resesrcher thought that 1t would be useful to compare
the results by size of student body, in order to see if this
faétor had any significent effect on the snswers. It was
also hoped that some comparison might be made between those
schools with large numbers of part-time students and those
with few part-time students. It was only after the question-
naires were already in the mail that the problem with this
ciuestion was realized. Due to the various methods used to
compute full-time equivalent and the differing difinitions
of "part-time" at each institution, it would be Zmpossible
to make comparisons on. the basis of reported size. There-
fore, no cmni)'a.r.isons using enrollment as a factor were make.
In mailing the questionnaires to the deans; a stamped,
self-addressed envelope was includéd. The compléted question-

naire could then be returned without eithsr trouble or expense




to the schools. Hoﬁever, United States stamps were plaoced
on the return envelopes sent tb the Canadisn schools accre-
dited by ALA., The fasct fhat these stamps could not be used
by the Canadisns to return the questioﬁnaire was pointed
out t.d the researcher by a Canadian dean. In these few
séhools, the:mailing expense was borne by the school.
Several of the questiomaires from both deans nnd
president.s' included comments which suggested that certain
quest.ions were invalid, or did not fit the sitﬁation at
their school. In doing survey research there is always the
daﬁger of over generalization in Questions. Comments were
noted and in most instances were a result of the misreading
of a question, In no case did it sppear that it was the
structure of the question which caused the problem, as
most of the respondents answered correctly. Minor problems
with individual questions =2nd czutions as to the number
responding to individusl questions, will he discussed with

that porticular guestion as the report progresses.




THE QUESTIONS
| The questions from both quesationnaires have been assipgn-

ed to one of the three broad to;piés covered in this report:
the structure, the ec'tivi'ties, and the relntionships of |
librarj school student associations. Eazch of these topics
will be cbvpfe.d in turn, reporting on the results of those
éuestions assigned to that topic. IEach question or paired
questions for a given topic vill be presented, the results
tendered, problems not'ed, and conclusions drawn.

Questions numbered 1, 2, snd 3 on the dean's question-
nalre deal with the lack of s student sssociastion and were
answered only by those five schools not having student
a.ssociationé. They aré presented in this section immediately

below,

Desnsg! questionnsire, question number 1:
"Do you have a library school student association at your.
school?"

a,” Yes '.b. Yo

As noted before, 16 questionnaires were returned by the
deans and hl of these reported having student sssocistions.
If one projects this percentage (41 of 6 = 89%) against the

tot2l universe o‘rA53 schools, one can estimate that there are
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about |7 student associations in all.

Deans' questionnaire, question number 2:

"Have you ever had such an association at your school?"

a., Yes ____ b, No __

This questi‘on was to be snswered only by those schools not
having student sssociations (5). Of the five reporting not
to have student associations, .three repoi'ted having had
associations in the past, two reported to never have had =
étudent association at their school. Of the tﬁo schools
reporting ne\r:t.ar to have had a student association, one was

8 newly accredited school on the West coast and one an older

university in the deep South. '

Deans! questionnaire, question numb e 33
"If such an associstion has existed in the pas.t, t0 vwhat
ceuse (8) would you attribute its demise?"
8. student apathy _ ; b. problems of continuity ; c.
poor leadership__; d. faculty or admistration displeasure
3 6. spl;’xtting into several groups__ ; f. other(s)__ _;
0f the three schools reporting that they had had student
sgssocliations '_in the past, oné school ciﬁed student apathy
end problems of continu_ity as the reasons for the demise of
the student association. The second school reported that
th_e downfall of the association had been caus.'ed by student
apathy, prob'lema" of continuity, and poor le adership. This

;
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schoel also noted that "the faculty regrets the demise of the
L.S. Student Associstion since it was an effective channel of

commnication.” The third school reported that, "as for our

vsch'ool, we no lénger have a Student Association since the

new Charter ond. By-Laws of the University have created a
"Joint Committee" of faculty and students where any and all

issues of interest to the students may be debated."

1.6




_ STRUCTURE OF STUDEN? ASSOCIATIONS
The questions given below are paired guestions which j
will be discussed here. Questions from the president's
questiomnaire are numbered 1, 2, 4, 5, 9, 15 and paired (
with numters 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12 from the dean's question-
naire. The following questi:ons ‘from tke prosident'=s ques-
tionnaire are unpeired: 3, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 1k, 27

and on the dean's quest‘ionnaire‘ question 8 is unique.

Deans' questionnaire, question number 6: (paired) .
"Which of the followihg do you supply the student associations?”
a. office space_; b. telephone_ ; c. office supplies__

d. money_; e. secretarial help__; f. duplicating

facilities ;3 g. nothing__3 h. other(s)

Presidents' questionnaire, queétion number 1:

"Does your school meke any of the following facilities

available to the library school student association?"

a. office space_; b, .telephoné_; c. office supplies__;

d. discretionary money_; e. secretarial help_; f.

duplicating facilities_ ; g. nothing_; h. other(s)

These questions were péired so thet.the true extent of

the support given by library schools to student associations

g,
g could be pgauged. The deans' responses to this question show
} . . : ‘
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that nll items nre given at one pluce or snother but that
there are more favored items among the group. The items in
order of favor are:  duplicating facilities (‘37), office
supplies (31), secretarial help (21), office space {(18),
telephdne (15), money (6). Items included under "other" by
the deans included meeting rooms (3) and postége (1). Dwo
deans reportad that they give nothing to their student
associations. Of course there is a great deal of variation
amoﬁg the schools in the numﬁer of items supplied. Cne :"Ltem
is given by 2 ‘schools, 2 items by 8 schools, 2 items by 1L
schools, li items by 8 schools, 5 items by 6 schoolé, and 6
items by 1 school. One school replied: "We have paid the
expenses (full) of the four officers to attend either the
Los Angles or the Dallas ALA (three went to Los #Angles) and
to attend the state Library Association meetings."

The  response from the_ presidents' group to their ques-
tion on this matter produced rather interesting results.
In almost =all cases the president reported that they were
receiving more than the dean at that school héd said they
were given. In only three cases was there a great differ-
ence between what the dean said he was giving and what the
president saidlthey were receiving. In one of these cases
the dean claimed he was supplying 3 items, the president
claimed he 'ws_as feceiving none; in a second case the desn
claimed he was glving 6 items, the president reported he
was getting only 2; in the third case the desn reported he
was giving 3 :ltéms, the presideht reported to be receiving

il |
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only 1.

Deans' questionnaire, ‘question number 7: (paired)

"of those not now prdvided, which would you give if asked
by the student association?"
av_3 bo__3 co_3 di_3 e._; f._;_; Z. 3 (refers to
items in question nuxﬁbexj 6)

Prosidents! questionnaife, question number 2:
"Hlave you asked for any of the sbove and been refused?"
(refers to items In presidents' question number 1)
a. Yes__; which of the above z;.b.c.d.e.f.g.h.; (other)
b. No _

The response to this question ‘is very interesting, Of
the l16 questionnaires returned by deans, 23 did not answer
this particular question. No other question had such a low
response rate. 0f thé remaining 23 deans, li reported that
they would offer offico space if asked; i reported that |
.they would éive telephones if requested; 3 reported that they
would aid with office swplies if requested; | desns replied
that money would be given if asked; 3 desns would offer
secretarial. help upon request. The remaining 5 deans re-
pqrted thét nothing furthef would be given 1f.re'quested. or
the 5 desns whp_ would not give any fﬁrther aid, a1l were
already givihg 3 items from the list to thelr student asso-
ciation_s.

As for the response to the presidents! question, 22

19




officera replied that they had not asked for additionsal ail
from the sc‘hdol administration. One might assume (a) need
for the additional items did not exist or (b) officers
hesitated to ask for additional support.

Three presidents had asked for further aid and been re-

fused. 1In one case the association was receiving 3 items

and requested 2 additidnal; the second association wns
receiving 2 items and had been refused 1 additional; the
third association was recei\;ing 5 items and was refused a
6th_. In all three cases the dean of the schocl had reported
on question 7 of his questionnaire that he would give no

further aid.

Presidents' questionnaire, question number 3:(unpesired)
- "Does your student association have a written constitution?"
a. Yes

b. Wo

————

Of the 26 questionnaires retﬁrned from presidents, 23 report-
ed the existence of written constitutions or by-laws for the
student sssociation. The remaining 2 presidents reported
that they did not have éu_ch, but 2 of these were at schools
recentlj_ aceredited bf ALA. This response would seem to
point up the fect that stﬁdent associations have found thst
consti_tut‘ions- were necessary or useful in conducting their
business and s'olving the probl"emé involved in running =2n

organization with the high turn-over characterized by these

<X
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groups.

Deans? questiomnaire, question mumber 9: (paired)

"Do rapresentatives"of the student body serve on committees

with the faculty?"

a. Yes___. Which of the following? 1. instruction _; 2.
research _ ; 3. doctorate  ; Ly... admission's and
'avim_-ds_____;.s. cufriculm_____; 6. library__ 5 7.
grievanée___; 8. Exeminations___ 3 9. other(s)___

b. No _ - Why not

Presidents! (iuestionnaire, question numher l:
Quest_:ion worded exnctly as deans' question number 9 ghove.
This question offers quite a problem. Because each

school callsl it's committees by different names and these

coomittees having had varying functions, the usefulnsss of

thlis questicn is in doubt. This is a situction where the
survey approach was not sble to cope with the varying con-
ditions s;nd definitions possibie within the universe. How-
ever, several conditions can be noted., First, stud'ents

serve on all‘ types of committees. Again there 1s a range

of schools -- schools where students serve on all committees
to schools 'where studehts serve on no coomittees. Secondly,
some kinds of ‘comittee membérships are more readily given

to students thaﬁ othérs. The committees which students are
readily admitted membership on aphp_ear to be the least import-

ant and powerful in terms of the total picture. These com-
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mittees are 1library, curriculm, and grievance. One nS-

sume from this that these 1eass important (relatively) com-
mittes memberships are given to the students as n sop to
student demends for some control. Comments by desns range

along a continuum from strong support of student membership

A i

on ¢11 committees to those stating students have neither the

time nor the expertise for such cormittees,

beans' questionnaire, question number 10: (paired)
"How are student committee members chosen?"
a, elected by student body___; b. appointed by the dean___ 3
c. sppointed by student sssociation _; d. selected by

faculty members of the committees__; e. other_

Presidents' questionnaire, question number o
Question worded exactly as deans!' question number 10 sbove.

The most populsr method for selecting the student mem-
bers to serve on library school committees is to have them
appointed by the officers of the student association. A

method wused by only slightly fewer, is to elect the student

members. It should be noted that some schools use more than
one method to £ill such committee seats, At 2 schools the

deam picks the student members of some or all of the commit-

tees on which students have a seat(s).

Presidents' questionnaire, question number 6: (unpsaired)




"Do students represent a mejority on any of the committees?"
a. Yes__ Which? |
b. No __

Of the 22 presidents answering this question, 19 report-
ed that students do not form & majority on any of the com-
mittees at their schools. The 3 remaining presidenta report
a8 thus: at one schobl students have a majority on the "Fun-
damentals" (the core courses) committee; at the second
school the president notes that students hold » majority on
the library comit.tee srd student affsirs committee; and at

the last school the president reports that the students

have a majority "on almost all committees."

Presidents' questionnaire, question nﬁmber T7: (unpaired)
"Does the student association collect dues?"
a.‘ Yenr _ How much per member?
b, No ___ |
Twenty-five of the 26 presidents who retuvrned quesfionﬁeires
responded to this question. 0f this number. 16 reported
they did not collect any dues, while 9 replied that they
did collect dues. Dués ranged from $1.00 per semester to

$3.00 per year. At some schcools only those who pay their

dues sre considered members of the 'student associa{;ion.
Also at some schools the administration assists by collecting

the dues in the' form of student fees which are then turned

‘over to the student association. This would help to streng-
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{hen the position of the student association by giving it »
sound financial base nnd making membership synonymous to

registering in the school.

Presidents' questionnaire, question number 8: (unpaired)

"If no dues are collected, how does the association pay for

it's sctivities?"
 Five of the schools that do not collect dues report

that funds are raised through the sale of coffes at their

schools. One school holds a book sale which brought in quite

a sizeable amount of money. Three of the schools receive
money from the general university student government. One
school repqrté that its student association is budgeted
$100.00 by the dean. It should be again noted.that under
déans' question numbered 6, 10 deans reported that some funds
are made available to the studeht agsociations at their
schools. Four of the presidents reported that activities
are funded on & "pay-as-you-go" basis which was termed "a
very uns:atisfactbry method" by 1 of this group. . Another
student association sadly quipped "We run a véry, very low

budget association."

Deans'! guestionnaire; question number 11: (paired)

"Does the stud_ent association have a faculty advisor?"

"a, Yes What is the advisors role and author'ity?

24
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b. No __
Presidents' questionnaire, question number 9:

Question worded exactly as deans question number 11 above.
By a margin of almost two to one both groups report
that the student association at their schools ha.ve a faculty
advisor. The deans view the role of the advisor as advisory
(16), as a liaison between the students snd Ffaculty(6), and
as 2 means of bringing some continuity to the student assoc-

iation (2). The presidents view the role of the faculty
advisor as more of =n advisory nature, as a smaller percent-
age cited the 1iaison aspect of the position. }As far as the
authority aspect, only one comment was received: "Approves

expenditures in theory, In fact....exercises no authority."

Presidents' questionnaire, question number 10: (unpsired)
"Are all students in the library school sutomatically con-
sidered membérs of the association?"

a, Yes

b; No Please explain

Only li of the 26 presidents responding to this question
replied that not all students are considered members of the
student association. Of these ., 3 cited the need to pay

dues as prerequisite to organizétion membership and the

fourth did not explain.

€3

v

Ky

o F

o
B
-/)
Vi
i

L L o




Presidents' questionnaire, question number 1l: (unpaired)

"What is the structure of offices of the student associntion

at your school? (i.e.. President, Vice-President, Sed., etc, )"

Twenty-two of the presidents reported that the associn-

tion at their school had the standard structure of President,
_Viee-Présidgnt, Secretary, T_x;easurer (or Secretsry-Treansurer)

as the .executive body to govern the sssociation. Three other

?ssociations had » different structure which might be worth

notiﬁ{;. "Nine Council members are elected nt large, nine

more nppoihted by the council- they organize themselves os
they see fit;usually a President, Secretary, and financlal

officer."” A second school had this organization: "President,

Vice-Presideht_, Se.cretary-‘l'reaaurer, plus four elected mem-
bers that make up an executive board." A Hortheastern
school had this rather interesting structure: "President,

Vice-Pres.{dent, Secretary, Treasurer, Members-at-large,

( one member-at-large for each 50 étudents). This body com~

‘prises the Student Council which is the governing body of

. the studerjt association."

Presidents! questionnsire, question number 12: (unpaired)
"How do the main officers of the association come into power?" _

a. .elected by'.‘studént body _; b. appointed by the dean__ 3

c. picked at.:. réndom_;. d. other

A1l but two ‘associations hold direct elections for the

main officers-of the student sssociation with a1l 'é_tudents
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eligible to vote. At one school "a committee of seven 1s

elected by the student body-then the officers are elected
by the committee." The other school has this system: "The
executive committee (those students showing active interest
by attendance at meeting, etc.) elecf the officers-all
students sre considered members of the executive committee

if they attempt to take an active role."

Presidents!' questionnaire, question number 13: (unpaired)
"If the officers are elected in some manner, could you explain

how they are nominated?"

The majority of the associations hold open nominations
for major offices. Ten associations report that they choose
nominees for offices at general meetings of the student bodr,
Eight otheré‘report that nominatiohs are held in an open
manner, usually with a nominations box or some similar do=-
vice.- At 6 schools the association has sa nominating committee
which chooses those who will run in the election. These
conments heip to explain the procuss: "A nominating commit-
tée (composed éf volunteers) pfoduces a slate of candidates";
"By a nominating committee led by one of the Executive
Committee members who chooses students to help with committee
work - this'cqmmittee solicits nomination suggestions as
wall as supggeats nominees.'; ﬁBy nominating committee
appﬁinted by Executive Board". From these comments the

variety of'methods used can be noted.
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Presidents! questionnaire, question number 1l (unpaired)
"Who mey vote for officers if elections are held°"
A all suvudents; b.. atudents and iaculty, c.

other

Twenty-three asgsocistions report that all students may

vote in elections for officers, One association reported
that only members of the_student association may vote. Two

associations did not respond to the question.

Deans! questionnaire, question number 12: (paired)
"What official authority (if any) do you as dean have over

the student asgsociation?”

Fresidents' questionnaire, question number 15:
"What officinl authority (if any) does the dean have over

the student association?"

A1l 37 of the desns snawering this question replied
that they had no- authority over the student association
at their schools. ?our desans did not respond to the question,
The presidents of. the student associations responded to
this question'somewhet'dirrerently. Nineteen of the pres-
idents agreed that the dean at thelr schools did not have

an authority over the student association. However, 3
presidents reported the dean has some suthority in student
association matters.' Comments received were: "Has the

finsl say"; "Very 1ittle direot control but there would

be interferenoe-if there wes a need"; "Theoretically none-




however it is underatood that when he spesks, he is not to
be oprSed. Too much of'a students’fufure is dependent on
him to oppose him effectively." The deans of these 2 schools
all reported that they had no authority over the student

association.  Four presidents did not respond to this ques;

tion.

Presidenfs' questionnaire, question number 27:(unpaired)’
"Does the graduate school at youf university have any con-

trol over the student ass'n?" a, Yes __ How?

- b. No _ _

Twenty-three prgsidents noted that the graduate school
at thelir university'had no cdntrol over the.library school
student association. One president did not respond to the
question. Two presidenté reported that the graduate school
at their univérsity did have some control over the library
school student association. 'One of these presidents con-
mented: "Must have written coqgtitution, a faculty advisor,

and other requirements to use university facilities.

Deans' questionnaire, question number 8: (unpaired)

"Does the administrative office of the school retain any of

the pecofds of the student sssociation?"

a. Yes____Which? , b. No.
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Seventéep deans reported that they keep some records of

the student sssociation in the school offices, 23 reported
they did not, and 2 did not respond. Items included such
things as minates of.maetings, constitutions, 1ist of of-
ficers snd committee members, publications,ete. Those scho-
ols keeping files offered comments such as: "Records are
transfered from class to class"; "Only between presidents";
"Any items given tb the faculty adviesor..... who is an ad-

ministrative officer of the séhool."
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ACTIVITIES OF STUDENT ASSOCIATIONS
The questions pgiven below sre the questions which will
be discussed in this chapter. They are all from the presi-
dents! queséionnaire,'quesfions numbered 16, 17, 19, 20, 21
and pertain ta the social activities of student associations

and means used by presidents to communicate with members.

Presidents' questionnaire, question number 16:
"Does the student association publish or has it published
snything in the last yoar?"

a. Yes What? - How many?

a. No ___
Publication activities were in progress at 17 of the
- schools, 8 presidents reported no publications, and 1 pres-
ident failed_to ansWwer the question. Newsletters wefe being
published by 12 associgtions! course evaluations by 6, pnd'

handbook-directory type publications by 5.

Presidénts' questionnaire, question number 17:
"Has any contact with another 1ibrary school student assoc-

iation been made in the 1sst yesr?"

- The presidents at 12 schools reported that some contact
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had been méde with another libeary school student association
during the preceding yenr. No contnct with other nssocia-
tions was reported by 12 presidents, and 1 president did

" not answer the query. Mosf contact consisted 6f fhe exchange
of newsletters witb other associatiéns though activities such
as Joint parties'nnd lectures, and a few questionnaires were

mentioned by seversl association presidents.

Presidents? questionnaire, question number 19:
"Has the librafy séhqol student association sponsored any of
the following during the past year? How many of each?"
a.__;party; b._ __d#nce; c.__ ‘trip; d.__ speaker;
e.__ plenic; f.__ informal coffée;‘ g.___dinngr; h.___other

A1l events mentioned were being held at one school or
another, HOWeQer, certain activities were more highly
favored. Parties, speaskers and coffees were far out in
front as the,ﬁost popular, There was slso a great differ-
ence from one school to the other ss fo the number of
activities sponsored. At one extreme are associations which
sponsored no activities or merely a coffee or two, on the
other extreme were those associations sponsoring 511 types of

activities multiple times.

Présidents'«quéstionnaire,-duestion number 20:




"What channels of communication do you use to communicate

with the student body as sssociation president?"

More than one method 1s used by most of the presidents,
but some methbds were more often uaéd than others. Methods
in oi'der of t_he mos;c use were; bulletin boards '(20), meet-
ings (12), word-of -mouth (12), student newsletter (8),
student mail boxes (7), memo read in classes by the faculty

(3).

Presidents' questionnaire, question number 21:
"Is this communication on a regular basis?"

a. Yes___ b. No How often?_

Only 9 _pr"e'sidents reported that communications with
the student bvody were on a regular bhasis. éixteen of the
 presidents reported it was not on a regular basis and could

best be described ns "{pregular and issued only as needed."




RELATIONSHIPS OF STUDENT ASSOCIATIONS
The questions given below are the paired questions

‘which'will be discussed in this section. From the presi-

dents' questionnaire, questions numberedv18,'22, 23, 24, 25,
26, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 are paired with
questions 18, 19, 20, 21, 4, 22, 23, 15, 16, 7, 24, 25, 26,
27, 28 from the deans' questionnaire. Questions from the.
‘deans' queétionnaire unpaired and dealt with here are

numbers 13 and 1.

Presidents' questionnaire, question number 18: (paired)
"Do you think library school students should attempt to

form some sort of national organization or federation?"

R Yes___ Should membership be 1limited to library school

students?

b. No ___ Why not?

Deans' questionnaire, question number 18:
Question worded exactly as presidents' question number 18
above.

Seventeen presidents felt that library school students

should form some sort of national orgenizstion. Fifteen

of the 17 in fevor of orgsnizations would limit membership

to librery school students. One did not specify and 1 would
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not limit membership to library school students.

Eight presidents did not feel that library séhool
students should attempt to form a national 6rgnnizntion.
Arguments against such an organization vere typified by
commenté such as: A"Membership wouid be transient - no
continuity."; “Their time as students is short, and member-
ships in related organizations open."; "Students should join
the various national professional aésociations since it is
such a ghort time until a studént becomes a.practitioner."

Whereus the majority of the presidents were in favor of
a natlonal student organization, the majority of the desns
were ngainst~§uch a plan., Twenty deans were against such an
organization, only 11 in favor, and 5 did not reply. These
comments from the deans against such an organizetion help
explain their reasoning: '"They have other alternatives
which appear'ﬁore viable~-JMRT, Bets Phi Mu, etc."; "Lsck
of time for this activity."; "They could be more effective
as members of the Junibr Members Round Tsble.'; "What is to

be gained?"; "Problems are local in nature."

Presidents' questionnaire, question number 22: (paired)
"Do you feel the presence of a doctoral program would (does)
meke for » stronger siudent association?!

a. Yes b. Uo Comments

Desns' questionnsire, question number 19:

Worded exactly as presidents' question number 22 above.
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It should be noted at this time that several respondents
misinterpreted this question. It was hoped that even though
a doctorsl program did not exist at a particuler school, the
dean or president would make a quess as to the effect of a
doctorsel program on the then existing student sssociation.
Those schools having doctoral progreams did not face this
problem, and were sble to interpret the question properly.
Thus several individuals did ndt respond to the question or
did not snswer in a usable fashion.

The presvidenté, as a group, did not feel the presence of
a doctoral program would strenghten student associations.
Only 7 of the 20 responding thought such programs would make
associations"stronger. Six did not reply or reply properly.
These comments were received: "Doctoral students have 'not
participated very much."; "Doctoral students are frequently
more concerned with other things than student sssociations.";
"We have severanl doctoral students on our Executive Committee.
They provide for some degree of cdn'tinuity."; "Four of eight-
een Council members sre D.L.S. candidates -for the most part
they are a real strength...'"; "As I view the proposed
doctoral program here, doctoral candidates will have prob-
lems quite different from those of the other students. 1
do not see how they could cbntribute' to our association.';
"It would bring rﬁore students on campus for longer periods

of time --- contact is our biggest problem, since most

library school students slso wo‘k full or part-time and do

not stick around."; "Concentraaion on class work creates
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enough apathy now, and a doctoral program would only increase
such apathy.i" The precedihf; cbmmentary appears to prove
nothing --- presidents at schools now having doctoral pro-
grams dis_agree as to whether guch programs add support to
sﬁudent aséociationé; presidents at schools not 'having. |
.do_ctoral programs dissgree a3 to thé probable gfrect of such.
The majority of the deans felt the presence of a doc-
toral program would strengthen student association. This
is in contrast to theprgsidents' view and they scored 19
beliéving it would strengthen, 12 'believing it would not;
and 11 not replying or replying incorrectly. Representative
comments received from deans include the I‘ollqwirig: "our
doctoral students declded two yearu ago to form'_their- own
separate asiociation, with their own officers."; "If not
completely dominated by the advanced group."; "Gives
continuity end more experience."; "Doctorsl students have
made a greater commitment and stand in an iﬁtermediar-y posi-
tion..."; "Doctoral students usuaily' prefer to have their
own s'eparate organization."  Again there sappears to be a

division of opinion.

Presidents’ qﬁestidnn.air‘e, question number 23:(paired)
"Do you think A.L .A. and other professional organizations

are doing enough for library school students?"

a. Yos b. Ho  Comments

Deans! questionnaire, question number 20:
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Worded exnctly ns presidents! question number 23 above.

The presidents, by n large majority, were unsatisfied
with A.L.A.'s support of library school students. The vote
was 5 yes, 20 no, 1 no answer. Comments were received from
so many presidents only a few can be presented. "The A.L. A..
Students-to-Déllss program is a good idea, but some attempt
should be made to encoursge students to take advantage of
studenﬁ membership rates st the start of the students gradu-
ate school experience. Also, memberships should be processed
more quickly."; "Desides the trip to Dallas and one nutional
scholarship, what do théy do?"; "I'd 1like to see a grenter
asttempt to get the student body out to sttend meetingg, get
involved in pvrofessional offairs; kept informed of new
dévelopments. “e "ittle effort has been maede to involve
students nctively in urofessional organizntions. A.L.A.
Students~to-Dallas is 2 beginning but it reeds to continue."

The deans were not quite as eritical a2s the presidents
of A.L.A.!'s effort to help 1library schools students. Seven-
teen deens thought *.L.A. was doing enough for the students,
20 deans felt. they were not giding the students sufficiently.

Comments received from deans included: "AL.A., despite
its cl1aims, has shown little real interest in library edu-
cation."; "They could do more to raise money. for student
2id.":; "Anything further should be done by students and not
by outside organizations."; "Students-to-Dallas 1 9. 2 breask-
through."; "They are trying."; “Nore scholsrships needed.";

"A.L.A. should do more to involve students in association




activities."; "Stronger sssocilation scholarship help, more
encoursgement snd information on how to bacome involved in
AL.A.. 'Studéntﬁs-to;Dallas program was very gbod."; "The
Students-to-Dallas is an excellent project and I hope it

may be contin'ued.v Students are'weldlo"me at A.L.A, meetings."
The desns thus present a wide spectrum of opinion on A.L.A.'s.

involvement with library school students,

Presidents' questiomalre, question number 2z (paired)

“Do. you feel the‘ library school student sssocistion at your
school has vbeen effective thic paét years"

| a. Yes Why ? b, No____why not?

Deans! qﬁestionnai’re, question number 2l1:
Worded éx'act.ly as presidenﬁs' question mnumber 2l above,
N:l'nete_en‘ of the '26 presidents felt thet the student
association at their schools had been effective in the past

year. These comments received from presidents better explain

their feelings: "We got student representatives on the

schools admissions committee and introduced some reforms in

the handling of student files. s "More effective than hefore,
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but the dean sets limits."; "It was there when needed to
calm situations “and straighten out confusions. It also :
provided a means of personal communic ation between US and

THEM."; "Studenté have won active voice in curriculum commit-

tee."; "'Feedback.from faculty and students indicate the at-

mosphere in the library school has changed...not 'qﬁite 80
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apathetic."; "Students have grown more negative and the facu-

1ty has become to defensive to listen to legitimate complaints."
The deans overwhelmingly felt that the student associa-

tion at their schools had been effective. Only 3 deans were

.unsatisfied with the effectiveness of the sssociation at

ﬁheir schools in the past year. Two desans commented: "Stud-

ent apathy and lack eof follow through."; "Just the nature of

the student body this year. Not very interested in associ-

ation despite attempts to arouse interest by meetings, cof-

fee hours, seminars, picnics."

Presidenﬁs"questionnaire, question number 25: (paired)
"Do you feel library school student associations are needed?"

a., Yes b. No Comments

Deans' questionnaire, question mumber l:
Worded exactly as presidents! question number 25 above.
‘Every_single president fesponding felt that library
school student sssociatlions were needed. Severnl offered
comments: '"Such associations could involve students more

in the profession, above and beyond class work."; "Communi-

cation between students snd the administration is alwsys
desirable. - The student association facilitates this."; "To s

provide » feeling of professional identity."; "Even when ?ﬁ.

very little is actually done, such organizations can pro-
vide the framework for channeling sfudent complaints and

sﬁggestions to the faculty and administrstion -- such a
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aafety value i3 extremelv valuable in these agitated dnys."
A1l the deans but Y were in agreement as to the need
for student associations. Three did not answer the ques-
i:ion, and one was "uncertain". However, comments received
from somé deans supgest less‘ than total support: "Useful,
and serve some good pui'poses, but schbols existed quite
well even before and/or without such association.") "Depends
on their ovbjectives and SCOpe.“; "Uncertain - can provide
good communications with faculty, yet on the other hand con
be a2 mouthpiece of an unrepresentative or energetic few."
On the other hand many deans offered comments expressing
greater sﬂppbrt for student associations: '"Very useful to
me s director to have a responsible student viewpoint."
"I csn not imagine directing the school without one."; "It
strengthens the faculty-student relationship and pfovides
the student‘b_ody with officlal channels through which their
opinions can be voiced." Thus, although almost all desns
felt there wss =2 need for student assodiations, support of

asgo.’ations runs from shallow to deep.

Presidents' questionnaire, question number 26: (paired)
"Do you feel that the personality of the 'average' library
school student prevents or hinders them from forming strong
student associations?" Yes__ ‘No____ Comments

Desns! questionnaire, question number 22:

Jorded exactly as presidents! question number 26 sbove.
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This question reaimsed quite a storm of protest from
some presidents and deans., They remarked that there was
enough sterotyping of librarians that was false, that there
wes no "average" library school student, etc., etc., The
researcher does not believe all 1ibréry school students are
homogeneous by any means, but that perhaps librarianship
attracts persons with similaer traits snd personality types.
This would no doubt hold true for many occupational groups.
Again this does not mean that all library school students
would possess this or that trait, some would not, but that
taken as a group they tend to e.xhibit certain quelities.
The aim of the question thus was to determine if the person-
ality traits (whatever they were) of 1ibrary school students
had sny perceivable eff'ect on the ability to form strong
student associations,

The preaidents were almos.t evenly divided on this
question. The score ran 13 "yes", 11 '"no", 1 no answer.
Corments réceived from presidents included: "The majority
appesr pretty passive and/or apathetic. .."; "They sre not
particularly aggressive and tend to be loners."; "Apathy
rules unlesa stamped out."; "They're apathetic beyond be-
lief..."; 'We have no *average' library school student here.
We have a lot of dynamic students but all with differing
personalities and sappeareances.'; “Toq many do not want to
get involved in anything - many lack any commitment to the

profession they are entering. Many have no interest in the

real world.
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The desns were much more decisive in their voting: only
8 checked "yes", while 30 checked "no", and 3 did not reply.
Comments received included: "I can't really conceptualize
an "average" .student these days."; "Prncticni time problems
are more of a factor 'than personality."; "Ogrs is fairly
strong snd has considerable perticipation but many students
sre passive."; "Our physical facility promotes informal,

friendly student-faculty and student-student relstionships."

Presidents' questionnaire, qﬁestion numher 28: (paired)
"Do you feel your library school student association should
take a stand on socisl and politicel issues?"

a. Yes__ Db. No Comment s

Deans!' questionneire, question number 23:

Worded exa.ctly as presidents'! question number 28 above.

The vote by the presidents was _10 in favor of associa-
tions taking s stand, 1l against, and 2 not answering.
Sever=l presidénts commented: >"But ﬁand-wagonism should be
avoided'; "We. are presently considering formation oI" an SRRT
affilate.... "; "We expressed concern over the loss of Cana-
'dian} publishing firms to foreign cbntrol."; "We have done
some lobbying in regard to "library legislative matters; firm-
ly condemned tha.Cambodian horror gﬁd sent fepresentatives
to see officials in Washington abbﬁt it; and have protested
| formally egainst seversl locsal library actions."

The deans vote was 11 in favor of stands, 17 against,
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12 not snswering. Comments received from deans included:

"Depends- i.e. Cambodia, yés; abortion, no."; '"They would
be better employed in the limited time available in pre-~
pering themselves for a new career."; "There are mahy many
opportunities for them to perticipate in other campus organ-
izations which address ‘themselves to social and policat issu-
es."; There appeai's to be a sizable attitudinal difference
between thé deans and presidents on this problem. The deans
appear to favbr the "neutrél organizations, active indivi-
duals" spproach to matters of political and socisl importance.
The presidents (of a group of them) reflect a philosophy
which contends that all of 1ife is political and individuals
sre impotent in political matters today. Both points of
view have both young and older aavocatos; however one would
guess that the politicized organization concept is more
widely favored by the young and the individusl in politics

style has more support among older persons.

Presidents' questionnaire, quest‘ion number 29:(paired)
"How would you‘des_cribe.th-e relationship between the student
association and the faculty end administrstion?"
a, ___'_co-Opérative & interested
b. __ friendly
¢c. ___ indi ftérent
d. __unco-opérntive

e. hostile

/.}4




Desns! questionnaire, question number 15:

Worded exactly &s presidents' question number 29 sbove.

The response from the presideats was 17 "co-operstive &
interested"; 6 "friendly"; 1 "indifferent"; 1 "unco-operative";
1 no reply. The president reporting sn "unco-operative" re-
lationship with the school administration was contradicted by
the desn at that institution who thought the relationship was
"co-operative & interested." ‘nother president, salthough
claiming the relationship was '"co-operstive & interested",
commented that thevr-e was "a good de=l of suspicion between
the two groups."

The deans expressed grester uniformity: 39 checked
"co~-operative (: interested", 1 "friendly", aﬁd 1 "indiffer-
ent." Only 1 comment was received from a dean: "I feel »

better relationship could not be hoped for. It is excellent."

Presidents' questionnaire, question number 20: (paired)

"If the snswer to question number'29 was elther unco-operstive

or hostile, could you explain further?"

Deans! questionnaire, question number 16:
Worded exactly as presidents' question number 20 above except

for question number.

No dean reported a relationship of unco-operativeness

or hostility,thus none snswered this question. The 1 pres-

ident who thought an unco-operative relationship existed

between the student association and the school administration



commented: "The administration is fond of the associstion as

'eyewash', it is something to show visitors and the univer-
- 8ity adminisfration; however the dean and other faculty mem-

bers prefer not to be bothered w:'lthbideas from the group."

Presidents' questionnaire, question numeer 31: (paired)
"Do you feel n psarticular faculty mem'ber' (or a group) has a
great deal of unofficial influence over the student associa-
tion?" o '
a. Yes__ This is one person__ ;3 a group__ ;
b, Ho ___

Comments

Deans' questionnaire, question number 17:
Worded ekéctly CE: ] presiden'i:s' question number 31 above.

Eight presidents felt there was some unofficial in-
‘rluence on the student association, 18 did not. Of the 8,
i felt it was one individual, Iy felt it was a group. Only 1
president offered =a eomme‘nﬁ:‘ "Because we worked closely
ﬁith the Deah_ in all mattefe'effecting students, he natural-
1y exercised influence."

Seven deans thought there was some uneffic'.al influence
exerted onlthe"stude.nt aseeciation, 34 did not. Of the 7,
6 felt the 1nf1uence was exerted by an individual 1 by a

group. No comments were oﬁ‘ered by the deens.-




Deans' questionnaire, queation number 13: (unpaired)
"Do you ever officially commnicate to the student body
through the library students association?"

- a., Yes__ When? , How?

b. No
Thirty-six of the deans reported that they sométimes
communicate to the student body through the student associ-

ation. Five deans x‘eported they did not. The means of

commnication noted most were meetings (12), memo to stud-

ent association officers (ll), and newsletter (3).
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Deans! questionn}aire, question number 1l: (unpaired)

by aianleiale Mo

"Do you feel library school student associations could
ef'fect greater change by exerting more pressure on the 3
faculty and administration?"

a, Yes

b, No

Corments

There was some misunderstanding of the word 'pressure'
in the question by some of the deans. These deans had vis-
iona of students occupying offices, sssaulting the fsculty,
etec. They tended to overresct to the question and meade

“pledges to fight to.the end. However, most of the desu.s

understood thé.question as vit wss meant to be understood;

Yould increased organized activity be likely to incrense

change (no mention is made of progress). Twenty-four of the
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denns agreed thsat asuch "pressure" would likely produce change,
12 felt it would not, 5 did not reply. 3Jeverel deans offer-
ed comments: "Students ore sometimes too polite."; "Our's
exercises a good deasl of influence - and for the bheat!;
Sufficient as is."; "Our student associntion makes for =»
grent denl of constructive change in a mature and informed
menner, I think they know the faculty would f;eel that
'pressure! as 1t 1s currently being used, would have =

constructive effect.”

The last part of both the presidents' »nd deans' ques-
tionnaire dealt with the formation of smecisl student groups
nt 1ibrpr:f schools. This ares was mentioned in passing on
page two of this report. The presidents were nsked only
about the past year - the year they wonld have knowledge of.
The desns wefe nsked about the M“past few yesrs" as it was
ngsumed they would have greeter knowledge of the immedinte
past. The following paragraph was inserted before the set

of queétioris on each of the questiomnsires:

s "The literature reports the formetion of many special
groups composed of library school students (e.g. Con-
gress for Change, Student Action Commi*tee, Library
Students Organized to Safeguard Freedom to Resd,
etc.). 'The questions below concern the relptionshin
of the repular student association to these speclal
groups.'"

The questions in this group follow below:

Pnesidents' questionnaire, question number "2 (peired)

"Were any such groups formed at your school during the past

year?"

a. Yes___ (If "yes" proceed to the next question)
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d. other .
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b. No __(If "no" you are finished - thank youl)

Deans' questionnaire, question number 28:
Worded exactly 88 presidents? question number 32 asbove except
inste~d of "past year" inserted was '"past few years",

ot one of the 26 presidents returning questionnaires
reported thé Fformation of an ad hoe group during the past
year. They therefore did not answer questions 32-36 on
their questionnaires as these were to be snswered only if
a new organization had ﬁeen formed at their school in the
past year. Thus they will not be discussed further.

Three deans of the )1 reporting noted the formation of
organizationé during the pést few years vhich matched the
type of organization being investigated. Thus, deans ques-

tions nunibered 25-28 were snswered only by these 3 deans.

Denans' questionnaire, question number 25:
"Was this new group formed becsuse:

e regular student associdétion was considered ineffective

b. rem(xlz;r s.tudent gsgoclation dominated by faculty mem-
er(s .
c. the student sssociation (or ma jority of the student
body) refused to swport the goals or methods of the
new group. ' . :

Two of the 3 cited "othexr" as the reason for formation
of the new group, the third dean cited hoth "d"-other and

"a"-ineffectirvenéss of the student sssociation. Two comnents

49




were received: "International problemsa; 1.e., Cambodia. Stud-
ents wanted n specinl non-official action committee."; "Organ-
ized as a for-credit seminar. Supplementnry rather compe-

titive with the student association."

De ans' questionnaire, question number 26: : r
"Does this new group still exist?" |

a. Yes _ Name ¢ purpose of group

b. No __

Two deans reported that the new group still existed,
the third reported it did not. The new groups still in
existence are the Congress for Change and Library Science
Students for Pe=ce énd Justice. In neither cese did the

dean report the purpose of the group.

Deans' questionnalre, question number 27:

"If suchh a group novw exists 2t your school, how would you

describe the rel ationship of the regular student sssociation
to it?" | |

A. ___co-operative and interested .

b. __friendly |

¢. __indifferent

d. unco-operative

e. _ _hostile

Comments




Of the 2 desns with new nssociation still in existencs,

1 djid not answer, and 1 eited "a"~"co-operative and inter-

ested."

Deons' questionnaire, question number 28:

"If such a group noii exists at your school, how would you 1
describve the relationship of the school administration to it?" i 4
A. ___co-operative and interested
b. __ friendly |

c. ____indifferent

d. ___unco-operative - | B *
e. ___hostile |

COmments

Of the 2 deans with new associations still in existence
at their schools 1 reported "a"-"co-operntive",' and the

other report_ed “b"-"friendly". o comments were received.




| SUMMARY

This résearch can .not be considered conélusive e.vid-
ence as to any of the questions raised. Problems of re-
search desigr;, quegt'ion design, and sémple size prevent it
from claiming scientific sanction. It 1s, however, the only
known work bn the topic and qe‘rtainly its results can lead
future researchera into more detailed and useful explora-
tion of the sub1ect.

From the results one can dfaw a composite picture of
the situation as reported by the questionnaires, giving
oversll trends,

1.) Library schools are giving .adequate material support
(paper, use of office machiﬁes, etc.) to student as-
socistions. Most presidents are satisfied with the
level of support and most desans would meet some
additional requests.

2.) Student sssociations tend to be structured orgenizsu-
tions with written constitutions and/or by-1laws,
Electior? and nominations for the most part are held
in an open; democratic fashion, and {111 the standard
get of offices so common in Americaen orgasnizations--
Presideﬁt, -‘V_ice-Prssident-, Secretary, Treasurer (or

Secretary-Tz?easuéer) .

W
L]
S

Financial problems sappear serious slthough several




h.)

5.)

6.)
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associations are on fix;m ground due to Student Govern-
ment or University funding. Others limp along on
special "sales (coffee, books, etc.), small dues, and
pay-as-you-go activities, This state is probably the
main reason that assoclations have suffered pc;or sup -
port from student bodies.

Although set in the formal university setting and in
most cases having a faculty adviser, and acceptiing
university supplies and funds, both deans and pres-
idents agree student associations exercise =z great
desl of freedom, with little formasl control from either
deans oz; graduate schools. There asppears to be some
amount of informal control wittingly or unwittingly

exercised by deans by virtue of their positions and

. the students insecure role in the power structure.

Student associations have gailned some access to the
power structure of the library school through the
appointment of students to various school committees.
They almost never form a majority on a committee how-
ever, and are likely to be allowed only on "safe, rela-
tively unimportant' committees. Communication between

student association presidents and student bodies tends

to be irregulsr and takes many forms.

There is division of opinion among both deans and pres-
idents 2bout the need for a national student federation
and the effect of doctoral programs on student associs-

tions. Thqre is genefal'agreement that A.L.A. is not

23
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doinz enough to aid library achool students. Doth denns

~nnd presidents folt that student nssociations had been
effective during the past year. Thers wns some strong
sgreement, that student nssociations were needed, although
sprinkled with doubts from some desns. There wns great
divisioh over the hypothesls that the personality of

the "average"ilibrery school student might have an ef-
fect on the strengfh of student associations,

7.) There was sharﬁ division over the gquestion of student
sssociations taking stands on socisl ahd“political
jssues. Some deans felt greater pressure, if exerted
with restaint by student ~ssociations, would increrse
chanpe., DBoth desns and presidents felt the relation-
ship between-student associations and school administfn-

tions wss 2 good one.

This combosite, of course, represents a generalizastion.
Yet it quite frirly représents the results of the study.
Marther resesrch in this ares could incrense our knowledge
of the relstionships greatly;‘ Although library school
student associations do not hold the future of /American
librerianship in their hands, they do exist, they do fun-
ction, end they do have an effect on library education in

America,




™ T 7 T < ey ~ T Y R T T e e r——— . . -

|
APPENDIX




-53-

School of Librsry Science
University of Worth Carolina
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

2751

Denr
i am engaged in a research project under the direction
of Dr. Kenmnmeth D. Shearer, Jr., Assistant Professor of

Library Scignce and- Research Assoclate in the Institute for

Researéh in the Social Sciences. The aims of this resesrch
are to compile a2 profile of the structure, activities and
relationships of library school students assoclations. The
scope ¢f this research does not include such orgsnizations
as A.L.A. Junior Members Round Table, Beta Phi Mu, or ad
hoc committees formed in times of crisis. It is interested
only in "regular' student associations as they exist in most

library schools. Questionnaires sare being sent to A.L.A.

accredited library schools and to the presidents of student

associations at these schools. You can be assured that

answers will be kept confidential and in no way connebted to
e particular school or individual.

Thellitérature on library school student associations
is very sparse -- your returned questionnaire will be great-
1y sppreciated. Please complete it as soon as possible.
Thank you. |

Sincerely yours,

Richard Eggleton




#NOTE#*

On the enclosed postcard please print the name and

permanent Home address of the student (or ex-student) who is

(was) Erésident of the library school student association at

, your school during '70-'71 academic year or the greater part

of the '70-'71 acsdemic year. This information is needed

80 that a questionnaire may be sent to these people. If you
would fill 6ut the card and mail it right away I would be

very gfateful. Again thanks!




Directlons

Please f111 out ss completely a8 possible -- your comments
are appreciated but not needed to complete this questionnaire.
However, feel free to comment on any section or to add fur-
ther comments on the back.

% A COPY OE THE STUDENT ASSOCIATION CONSTITUTION AND ANY
PUBLICATIONS OF THE STUDENT ASSOCIATION WOULD BE APPRECIATED
IF AVAILABLE %

1. Do you have a librsry school student association at
your school?

a. Yes  (If "yes"'proceéd to question number I

b. No ___ (If "no" please answer quéstiqns 1-5 only)
2. Have you ever had such an association at your school?

a. ‘Yes_ -

b. Nd

AP ]
Y

If such an association has existed in the past, to what
cause (s) would you sttribute it's demise?

3. student spathy___; b. problems of contimuity _;
c. poor leadership ;3 d. faculty or administration

displeasure ; e. splitting into seversl groups

e. other(s)

.. Do you feel library school student associations are
needed? '

n. Yes H b; No H

Comments

5. Vhat is the enrollment at your school?



a. Full-time equivalent

b. Real full-time ..

¢. Part-time

6. W?ich of‘the following do &ou supply the student associa-
tion? ) , - . .

a. office ‘'space__ ; b. telephone__ ; c. office supplies_ ;
d. money___; e. secretarial help__ ; f. duplicating

facilities___; g. nothing__ ; h. other(s)'

7. Of those not now provided,.which would you give if asked
by the student association?

c. s d. ; ©. ; T. 5 8. 3

a. __; b.

we

8. Does the administrative office of the school retain any
of the records of the student association?

a. - Yes Which?
b. No '

c—

9. Do representatives of the student body serve on cormittees
with the faculty? '

a. Yes _ Which of thé foilowing? l.instruction ;
2. resesrch ;s 3. doctorate s I, admissions
& awards ; 5. curriculm ; 6. library ;-

7. grievance ; 8. examinations ; 9. other(s)

b. No . Why not?

10. How are student committee members chosen?
a. elected by student body__ ; b. appointed by the dean_ ;

C. appoihted'by the student association__.; d. selected

by faculty members of the committees 3 e. other

&
1t




11,

12.

13.

b,

15.°

16.

Comments

-3

Does the student association have a faculty adviser?

2., Yes What 1s the sdvisers role sand éuthority?

b. No

What official suthority (if any) do you as dean have
over the student association? "

Do you ever officially communicate to the student body
through the librery students association?

a. Yes. When?. . How?
b. No |

Do you feel library school student associations could
effect . greater change by exerting more pressure on the
feculty and administration?

a. Yes '

b. No

Gommehts

How would you describe the relationship betw2en the

‘'student association and the faculty and administration?

a. __co-operative and interested
b, __ friendly

c. ___indifferent

d. __unco-operative

e. ___hostile

If the answer to question number 15 was either unco-opera-
tive or hostile, could you explain further?




-~
17. Do you feel s pnrticuiar freculty member (or a group) has
a great deal of unofficial influence over the student
agsociation?
a. Yes ' This is one person__ ; a group___
“b. No

Comments -

18. Do you think library school students should attempt to
fornm some sort of national organization or federstion?

a..Yes  Should membership be limited to library
- school student?

b. No - Why not?

19. Do you feel the presence of » doctoral program would
(does) make for a stronger student associstion?

a, Yes-

b. No

Comments

20, Do you think A.L.A. snd other professional organizntions
are doing enough for library school students?

2. Yes

b. No

Comments

21. Do you feel the library school student associastion st
your school has been effective this past yeer?

a. Yes ' why°

b. No . Why not?

22, Do you feel that the personality of the "asverage" librsry
school student prevents or hinders.them from forming
strong student associatlons?




{
,} a. Yes
| Comments

b. No

23. Do you feel your library school student associstion
should teske a stand on social and political issues?

a, Yes

b, No ___ . o

Comments

The litersture reports the formation of many -special groups
composed of li.brary' school students (e.g. Congress for
Change, Student Action Committee, Library Students Organized
to Safeguard the Freedom to Read, etc.). The questions
below concern the relationship of the regular student sssoc-
_iation to these special groups.

2y, Were any such graups formed st your school during the
past few yenrs?

~.,

. Yes_ (1f "Yes" proceed to the next question)

Ay

b. No ___ (If "No" you are finished - thank you)

25. Was this new group formed because:

8. regular student association was considered in-
effective. :

b. regular student association dominated by raculty
member(s)

C, the student associstion (or a majority of the -
student body) refused to support the goals or
methods of the new group.

d. other




26,

27-

28,

-ﬁo-'

-6

Does this new group still exist?

8. Yes ~ Name & purpose of group

b.

If such a group now exists at your school, how would
you describe the relationship of the regular student
association to it?

8.
b,

C.

d.

e,

- Comments

___pb-opefative and interested
__friendly |
___Indifferent
___pnco-Operative.

___hostile

If such a group now exists at your school, how would
you describe the relation of the school administration °
to 1t?

a.

b,

c.
d.

8.

___co-operative and interested
___friendlf |
___1ndifferent ' p -
___unco-operative

___hostile

"RETURN TO:
Richard Eggleton
School of Library Science
" University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
27514




-61-

School of Library Scilence

University of North Carolina

Chapel Hill, North Carolina

2751l
Denr
I am engaged in a research project under- the direction

of Dr. Kenneth D. Shearer, Jr., Assistant Professor of Library
Science and Research Associate in the Institute for Reasearch
in the Social Sciences. The aims of this resesrch are to
compile a profile of the structure, asctivities, and relstion-
ships of library school student sssociations, . The scope of
this research does not include such organizations as A.L.A.
Junior Members Round Table, Beta Phi Mu, or ad hoc comz;aittees
formed'in times of crisis. 1t is interested only in the
"pegular" student asso;:iation as it exists at most library
schools. Questionnaires sre being sent to 2l1 A.L.A. acctre-
dited library 'schools and to the presidents of student nssoc-
istions st these schools. You can be sssured that answers
will be kept confidential and in no way connected to a part-

icular school or individual.

The literature on library school student associntions is
very sparse -- your returned questionnaire will be greatly

appreciasted. . Please complete it as soon as possiblé. Thank

you.

Sincerely yours,

Ridherd Eggl'eton



Directions

Plense-‘fill out as completeély as possible -- Your

comments osre sppreciated but not needed to completé this

questionnaire, However, feel free to comment on any section

3

or to add further comments on the back. :

3% A COPY OF THE STUDENT ASSOCTATION CONSTITUTION AND AITY ;
J
{

PUBLICATIONS OF .THE STUDENT ASSOCIATION WOULD BE APPRECIATED

IF AVATLABLE <¢

1. Does your school meke any of the following facilities
availoble to the library school student sssociation?

a.___ office space; b.___ telephone; c.__office supplies;

d, ___discretionsry money; e.__ secretarial help;

f.__duplicating facilities; g.  nothing;h. other(s)

2. Have you asked for any of the above =nd heen refused? ’
a, Yes__ Which of the sbove? a,b.c.d.e.f.h. (other)
b, No
3. Does your student association have = written constitution?
a., Yes____
b. No ___
l.. Do representstives of the student body serve on any
committees with the faculty?

5. Yes___ Which of the following? 1. instruction__;

2. research___; 3. doctorste_ ; l.. adnissions

- & awards ;s 5. curriculm $ 6. 1librery :

7. grievance__ ; B. examinations ; 9. other(s)




b.. No ___ Why not?

How nre these student committee members chosen?

B, elected by student body; b. appointed by the denn

C, appointed by the student asssociation; d.__ selected

by faculty members of the committees; e. other

Do student represent a majority on any of the committees?

e Yes_Which?

b, No ___

Does the student association collect dues?

a, Yes How much per member?

b. No

If no dues are ccllected, how does the associstion pay
for itts sctivities?

Does the student sasociation have a faculty adviser?

a. Yes__ What is the advisers role and authority?®

b. No ___

Are all students in the library school automatically
considered members of the association?

a, Yes:

b. No __Please explaln

11, What is the structure of offices of the student associa-
tion at your school? (i.e. President, Vice-President,
Sec., etec.) .




12. How do the main officers of the association come into

H
%,
power?

a.___elected by the student body; b. gppointed by the
dean; c. picked at random; d.___;other

13. If the officers are elected in some manner, could you
explain how they are nominsted?

1. Who may vote for officers if elections sre held?

a.___nll students; b.___students and faculty; c.__other

15. Uhat of'ficial control (if sny) does the dean have over
the student association? '

16. Does the student association publish or has it published
anything in the last year?

a, Yes What? How many?

b. No

17. Has sany contact with another library school student
association been made in the last year?

a, Yes Vho? What? Why?

b. No

18. Do you think 1ibrary school students should attempt to
i . form some sort of nation:al organization or federstion?

a, Yes Should membership be limited to library school
students?

b. o ' “hy not?

o7




-19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

2.

‘b. No Wny not?

-65-

-
Hns the 1ibrary school student =association sponsored
any of the following during the past yesr? Ilow many
of each?
8. party; b. dance: c. trip; d. spenker;

e. picnic; f. informal coffee; g.  dinner;

h. other(s)

What channels of communication do you use to communicate
with the student body as association president?

Is this communication on a2 regular basis?
n. Yes

b. No

[fow Often?

Do you feel the presence of 2 doctornl program would
(does) make for a stronger student associastion?

3., Yes
b. No

Comments

Do ‘you think A.L.A. and other professional organizationéi
are doing enough for library school students?

a. Yes '
b. No

Comments

Do you feel the library school student nssociation st
your school has been effective this past year?

rp. Yes__Why?




25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

b6

-5
Do you feel 1ib£ary school student associations sre needed?
a. Yes___ |
b. Nob___
Comments

Do you feel that the personslity of the "avernge"
library school student prevents or hinders them from
forming strong student associations?

a. Yes.
b. No

w—— -y

Comments

Does the Graduate school at your un1vers1ty have any
control over the student a8s'n?

a. Xes Jow?

b. No

——

Do you feel your library schqdl‘student association should
take a stand on social and political issues?

2, Yes
b. No

Comments

How would you describe the relationship between the
student association and the faculty and sdministration?

8. co-operative and interested
b, friendly
c. indifferent

d. unco-operative -

e. hostile




20, Jf the snswer to question number 29 wns either unco-
operative or hostile, could you explain further?

71, Do you feel a particular faculty member (or a group)
has a great deal of unofficial influence over the Cg
student association?

G

a., Yes This is one person ; a group :

A A b i g

b. No

Comments

The literature reports the formation of many special groups
composed of library school student (e.g. Congress for Change,
Student Action Committee, Library Students Organized to

Safeguard the Freedom to Read, etc.). The questions below

concern the relationship of the regular student sssociation

to these specisl groups.

22. Were sny such groups fromed at your school during the
past year?

n.Yes (If "Yes3" proceed to the next question) ‘

b.No (If "o you are finished - thank you!)

23 Was this new zroup formed because:

n.__ reguler student association was considered inef-
~ fective. 4 |

b.___regular student associatlon was dominated by
T faculty member(s). )

c. there was no regular student associntinn.

d.__the student association (or a majority of the
T~ student body) refused to support the goals or 4
methods of the new group. T i

e .____other' ?;»\




2.

Does

a. Yes; Name & purpose of the group

b, No

-68-
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1his new group still exist?

What happened to it?

If such a group now exists at your school, how would
you describe the relationship of the repular student

ngsociation to it?

a.

-

O,

c.

d-l~

e,

co-operative and interested

friendly

___indifferent

unco-~operative

hostile

If such a pgroup now exists nt your school, how would
Fou describe the rolntionshlp of the school administrs-

tion to it?

8.
b._
Co___
d.__

e,

co-operative ard interested
friendly |
indifferent

unco-operative

hostile

RETURN TO:

Richard Eggleton :
School of Library Science
University of Horth Carolinam
Chepel Hill, North Carolina

27514
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