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US. OEPARTMENT OF HeaLTy, otability of Students' Educational and Vocational Plans *

The purpose of this study was to examine the stability of students' expressed

educational and vocational plans over a two-year period.

The information about the students' plans was obtained by administering Part 1

of the Ohio Vocational Interest Survey, the Student Information Questionnaire, to a

ED 065801

sample of Texas and Wisconsin students. The Questionnaire section contained six

uestions related to the students' expressed vocational plans, subject area pre-
q P P ] P

ferences, high-school program plans, post-high school plans, and interest in a high

school vocational education program.

The subjects for this investigation were selected from participants in the 1969

standardization of the Qhio Vocational Interest Survey. The Texas sample was com-
prised of 738 cighth-grade students who were surveyed again while in the tenth grade.

The 633 students in the Wisconsin sample were surveyed in grade 10 and again in grade
12.

The findings of the survey, are presented in a series of bivariate tables, in

sections 1 - 7 of the accompanying handout. The bivariate tables in sections 1 - 6

identify the number of students responding to the various options for a given question

on both administrations.

The students whose plans remained stable during the two-years

are shown by the frequencies appearing in the diagonals of the tables. Section 7,

—

* A Paper Presented to the Annual Convention of the American Personnel and Guidance

Association, Chicago, March 28, 1972.




k Tables 7a - 7f, summarizes the data given in the bivariaté tables. Table 7a, for
} example, presents the number of students whose occupational plans remained_thc
same on both adﬁinistrations. In the Texas sample, 31.7% of the males had the
same occupational plans at grade 10 as they had at grade 8. The occupational
plans of the Visconsin males were slightly more stable; 37.97% of the males had the
same career plans as seniors as they had as sophomores.
- The students in the Wisconsin sample demonstrated greater stability in their

responses to question 2, Best-Liked Subjects and question 3, High School Plans 1

than they did on the other items in the Questionnaire. The Texas students, on the

other hand, were most stable in their responses to question 5, Interest in Vo-
cational Programs. On the surface, question 5 appears to be the only question
where the younger students (Texas sample) were more consistent than the older ]
students (Wisconsin sample) . However, the data presented in Table 7e, do not re-
flect those students who displayed an interest in taking a vocational program at
the time of the first administration and who subsequently enrolled in a vocational
program. If these students are also treated as consistent responders, the percent-
ages become 63.4, 66.4, 62.0, and 72.0 respectively for the four groups. Thus, the

older students continue to show more stable preferences than do the younger students. ‘ 1

0f all the Questionnaire items, question 6, Vocational Program Choice, had the

smallest number of consistent responses. Thus, while most of the students demon-
strated an interest in taking a vocational program (1244 of the 1371 students sur-
. veyed or 90.7% indicated on at least one of the two administrations that they would

be interested in taking a vocational program), they were uncertain as to the specific

program they would like to take.

-In general, the girls' expressed vocational and educational plans were slightly

more stable than those of the boys in both age groups. As expected, the older stu- o
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dents had more stable plans than the younger students. However, the expressed
plans of the students in bcth age groups under went considerable change. In al-
most every case; at least half or mores of the students‘changed their plans during

the two-year period.
- Reading the Bivariate Tables -

The bivariate tables for the six questions, sections 1 - 6, provide an oppor-
tunity to examine the kinds of changes which took'place in students' plans over
this two-year period. Look first at Table la (Occupational Plans) on page 2 of the
handout. 1In this table, as well as all the remaining tables, the students' re-

sponses on the first administration of thas Questionnaire are summarized at the

bottom of the table and the responses for the second administration are summarized
at the far right. The percentages shown in the summaries are based on the total
number of students as shown in the bottom right-hand corner of the table. For ex-
ample, in grade 8, 3 males or 1% of the 328 students in the sample selected option
#1 and 11 males or 3% of the group selected option #2. In grade 10, 3 males again
selectea option #1 and 12 selected option #2..vThe number reported at the inter~
section of the row and column for a given option identifies those students whose

plans remained the same on both administrations of the Questionnaire. Thus, for

option #1, there was one student who selected this option on both occasions, for
option #2, ;here were~two students who selected the option both times, and for op-
t;on #16, 32 students seiected this optiop both times.

By reading down the columns it is possible to study how the students moved.
For example, 3 students selected option #1 in grade 8, but in grade 10 one of these

three students selected option #1, one selected option #2, and one selected option

#8. By reading across the rows it is possible to examine the scales from which the
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students moved.  (As shown in the right hand column, three students selected option
#1 in grade 10, Of these three, one student had also selected option #1 in grade
8, and two students had shifted from other choices, one from option #2 and one from

option #17.

- Question 1, Occupational Plans -
In the case of Tables la - 1ld, the optibns represent the twenty-four scales

or job clusters used in the Ohio Vocational Interest Survey. These scales are ident-

ified by title in Figure 1 on page 23 of the handout. From gbé data presented in
Table la, it can be seen that the total number of studenfg choosing a given option
does not appear to chénge appreciably over the two years even though individual
students do move from one option to another. The one exception appears to be Scale
24, Medical, where 33 students selected the area in grade 8 and only 18 students
selected it in grade 10. Of these 18 students, seven selected Medical as their
choice on both administrations.

The data for the eighth-grade girls (Table 1b) show both individual and group
changes over the two-year period. For exémple, 54 students chose Scale 3, Personal
Service in>grade 8 and 43 chose it in gréde 10. Of these 43 students only 1l had also
selected Scale 3 in grade 8. The number of students choosing Scale 4 dropped from
43 to 28 and those choosing Scale 5 increased sharply from 39 to 78.

- The males and females in the older group (Table lc and Table 1d respectively)
also showed rather sharp changes in group preferences from one grade to another. In
' the-éase of the girls (Table 1d) the changes seemed to follow a pattern similar to

that found in the younger girls. The one difference coming in Scale 9, Nursing and

Related Work. The Texas girls shifted away from this scale while the Wisconsin girls

showed a rather sharp increase in their preference for nursing and related occupations.
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While it is impossible to determine the reasons behind the changes taking
place in the students' occupations plans, the pattern of responses tends to sug-
gest that the students might be moving toward more realistic job choices. 'This

is, perhaps, more clearly demonstrated inthe females than the males.

- Question 2, Best-Liked Subjects -

The students' choices of best-liked subjects are presented in Tab1e§ 2a - 24.
Both male groups showed a shift away from mathematics and science. It appears that
as the courses in these two areas become more difficult, the boys shift their in-
terests to subjects in which they have a better opportunity to experiénce success.
On the other hand, the two female samples did not show any common patterns in their
subject-area preferences. The Texas girls tended to shift their preferences toward
Mathematics and English and away from Social Studies, Foreign Languages, and Music.
The Wisconsin girls showed a -sharp increase iﬁ their preference for Art and de-

creases in their preferences for English, Science, and Foreign Languages.

- Question 3, High School Program -
The students in all four groups showed very noticeable changes in their choices

to question 3, High School Program (Tables 3a - 3d). In the younger sample, both

males and females showed a movement toward the vocational and general programs.

However, where the girls moved toward the business curriculum the boys moved sharply

away from it.

. The tenth-grade sample és a group did not show as much group change in their
choices of a high school program as the younger~students; although, there was still
considerable individual movement. Of all the areas, the students in the college

preparatory program were the most stable. Over 70% of the students who had se-

lected the coliege preparatory program in grade 10 were still enrolled in the program
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two years later.

- Question 4, Post-High Plans -

The post~high school plans of the four groups are shown in Tables 4a - 4d.

It is iﬁteresting to note that some of the students' plans are strongly influ-
eﬁced by the kinds of post-high school educational opportunities that are available
in their local area. The Texas sample was selected from an urban area which had a
local community college. Thus, in the two Texas groups there is considerable in-
terest shown in a two-year college program.

On the other hand, the Wisconsin students show almost no interest in a junior
college program. In Wisconsin there are very few community colleges and the vo- -
cational - technical programs, which are so much a part of mcst community colleges,
are found in community operated, vocational - techmnical institutes. Thus, in the
Wisconsin sample, the students have shown an interest in a vdcational - technical
program which is fairly comparable to the interest shown in a junior college pro-
gram by the Texas students.

Of all the students in both samples, the students who selected some kind of
college training, either two-years or four years, had the most stable plans. If
the two colleges categories were combined, it could be shown that between 7SZand
80% of the students who had initially indicated a preference for some kind of col-

lege training maintained this interest over the two-year period.

= Question 5, Interest in Vocatioﬁal Education -
The data presented in Tables 5a - 5d show an overwhelminé interest in voca-
tional education by the students in all four groups. In the Texas sample, two out
of every three students at grade 8 and grade 10 indicated that they were either en-

rolled in or interested in taking a vocational education program. The Wisconsin




students showed an even greater interest in vocational education with four out of
every five students indicating that they were enrolled in or interested in taking
a vocational program.

The interest in vocational education remained quite stable for these students
over the two years. For example, é total of 225 males in grade 8 (Table 5a) in-
dicated that they were either enrolled in or interested in vocational education.
Two years 1éfer, 163 or 72% of the 225 males again indicated that they were in-
terested in or enrolled in a vocational education program. The Texas girls were
equally stabie with 747 indicating that they were enrolled in or interested in a

vocational education on both administrations of the Questionnaire. The Wisconsin

students were even more stable with 88% of the males and 85% bf the females showing

consistent preferences for vocational education.

- Question 6, Vocational Program Plans -

As reported above, the students who show an interest in vocational education
tend to keep this interest over a two-year period. However, these same students
do not appear to make very stable choices when they are asked to select the specific
program they would like to take. As seen in Tables 6a - 6d, only a few students
made consistent program choices, Where consistency was evident, it was limited to
a few programs such as secretarial practices, general office practices,and practical
nﬁrsing for the girls and general agriculture, mechanics, and electronics for;the

boys.

- Summary -
Data of this kind appear to have particular significance for persons responsible

for planning guidance programs and services and those responsible for curriculum plan-

ning both in the academic areas and the vocational areas. The data show that students

’




interests and plans do change, that they tend to change more in the ecarly second-
ary grades, and that these plans are influenced by the educational opportunities
that are availabie to students in their community. It should also be noted that
many students are interested in courses of a vocational nature; howeve;; they need

more exposure to information about vocational education programs before they can

be expected to make realistic program choices.
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