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ABSTRACT
In 1969 the Dean of the School of Literature,

. Science, and the Arts at the University of Michigan appointed an ad
hoc committee to study the possibility and plausibility of
establishing a Bachelor of General Studies degree. After careful
consideratior. of the curricula offered in the school, it was
recommended that (1) the Bachelor of Science degree be changed to a
Bachelor of Science degree in a discipline; and (2) :hat the Bachelor
of Science degree be expanded in certain areas and kecome known as a
Bachelor of Science in General Studies. As of May 1, 1969, students
enrolled in the School of Literature, Science, and the Arts were
eligible for the Bachelor of General Studies (BGS). This document
presents the graduation requirements for such a degree, the process
of selection of a degree program, information concerning the election
of and counseling for courses, and the procedures for changing degree
programs. (HS)
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.. areas of disagreement among members of the comaittee on some . '

The charge to the ad hoc committee by the Dean of LSeA
was to draw up in detail a proposal for a Bacheloxr of 1
Studies degree and_to submit a report to the Dean and Faculty

‘as sooil'as possible. The establishment of the ad hoc committee . '

and its charge were the consequence of action taken by the LSeA"
Faculty at its last meeting, March 3, 1969. This report and £he
proposals which are contained herein represent'the unanimous
recommendations of the committee.to the Dean and Faculty.

The committee urges support for the proposals.

- In assuming its responsibilities to carry out the charge -
given it, the committee engaged in research on degree programs
in general, in examination of the distribution of courses
by level taken by a sample of graduating seniors, and in
discussion with both faculty and students. While there were

pointe. the disagreéments were in large measure related to
details, rather than substance. There was unanimity of
opinion on all of the substantive issues. .
What follows is a preface to the two proposals which the
commnittee wishes to place before the Faculty for action. We

“hope that these introductory remarks will prbvide a background

against which to consider our recommendations.
It was agreed that any proposed program have educational
objectives that are in concert with those stated on page 6
of the 1968-69 LSeA Announcement. The Announcement states that
"As its primary goal, the College aims at expanding the intel-
lectual frontiers of each student by stimulating him to explore
the unknown by providing him with knowledge, not -in the narrow
sense of facts alone, but in the broadest sense of new aware-
ness about man and his surrouﬁdings....ln addition, the College \ -
strives to give a student the ability to compare, contrast, T
analyze, classify;“diééﬁihiﬁgéé;ﬁgfiticize,.gvaluate and qhooseu |

' .
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lntelllgently “from among the myriad experlences and- ideas which
confront him. " ) |

It was also agreed by the ad hoc committee that these
objectives could be achieved through a variety of approaches.
‘The tésk then was to examine and evaluate such alternative
routes, and to recommend to the Dean and Faculty those whlch v
would best meet the needs of our students and a changing soc1ety. \
To this end, Professor E. Lowell Kelly prepared a report on _ }
~ "Baccalaureate Degrees." His full report is included as an
_ addendum to the committee report. The main points are sum-

marized here,
In 1960, Eells and Haswell recorded a total of 2,452
different degrees which had been offered in the United States, . .
1,600 of which were still obtainable in 1960. Of these 1,600
degrees, 108 represented varieties of what might be called the
"traditional® A.B., and 426 were designated as B.S. degrees.
There are 65 degrees in the liberal arts, 10l in the i
humanities, 208 in natural science and 93 in social science.
Although the “sxmple“ A.B. (or B.A.) and B.S. are the most
~ commonly awarded undergraduate degrees, there is virtually

-

no uniformity among degree granting institutions with respect to:
admission requirements or cirricular requlrements for the
granting of either of these degrees. .

While the authority to grant degrees is vested in the
corporation, regents or controlling board of an institution,
decisions regarding curricular requirements are usually left S

to the respective faculties. Unfortunately, Professor Kelly
was unable to ascertain a summary of recent data with respect
to required ‘coursesi. However, such a summary for the situation
thirty years ago was available for 8l instithtions(29 state and
55 private). These data are summarized in the following ‘table.

Ty e e s




Subijact | Required In Elective In Total

English 78 ' , 6 : &4
Foreign Language _ v .

(at least one) 68 - ) 14 - Lof
Mathematics - 61 . 23 . .75
Natural Science .62 32 - 84
History 41 . 43 84
Physical Education 38 _ 46 ' 84
Philosophy 32. . 52 84
Psychology ‘ 21 63 84

# Apparently not even offered in 2 institutions

Examination of this table and other relevant data makes

it obvious that every faculty has the right to create any

s

./{

degree  that it desires, that it can assign to the degree
anyllabel it chooses, and most_imporiant, that it can designate
the requirements it believes appropriate to those to whom

. the degree may be awarded. It was from this vantage point that

' the ad hoc committee undertook the study of the current degree

P
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programs offered by the College of LStA.
Two broad alternatives suggested themselves as solutions
to the problem confronting the commlttee. One was to recommend
the retention of the current degree programs (A.B., B.S. and
B.S. in Chemistrxy) with the addition of a new degree program,
” Bachelor of General Studles. The other alternative was to
retain the A.B. as it now stands (unless modified by action
of the Faculty on the issue of the language requirement) and
restructure the B.S. degree to accommodate the changes sug-
gested in the original resolution which resulted in the creation
of the ad hoc/commlttee. A third alternative was briefly
con51dered and quickly reJected. It was that we reccmmend no
ﬁ//’degree or modification of any presently offered degree. . .
The course of action taken by the ad hoc committee was
to choose the second alternative, Such a course of action would
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permit the "traditional" meaning of A.B. to be retained
without modification, while allo&ing flexibility by providing
for those students whose educational goals require differing ;
curricular patterns. : é
The ad hoc committee will, in its formal propogals, N ﬂﬂ' !

recommend that the Bachelor of Science Degree be restructured
so as to permit the attainment of a B.S. in a particular '
- discipline or a B.S. in General Studies. The details of the R
restructur.ng will be found in the proposals. The major o '

—

distinction between the two types of B.S. degree is that . .
one will be "discipline" oriented and the other "student" | .
........ - oriented. The latter would assign to the student responsibility "
| for planning an appropriate academic program. Thus, the
student will, if he elects the B.S. in General Studies, enjoy
the advantage of greater freedom and.flexibility; and he
will incur the risk that his decisions will occasionally be
contrary to his best interests. _ |

A chart comparing the present A.B., B.S., and proposed o
restructured B.S. programs is: appended to this report. Also
appended to the report is an analysis of the courses taken by . \
a sample of 101 students from among those who obtained a ]
Bacheloxr's degree from the College of LSEA in the Fall 1968
This report was prepared by Mr. Olsen of the statistics sectlon' ‘ R
of the Registrar's Office. ' Examination of the report shows

that by far and away most of the courses elected by this sample
of students were at or beyond the 300 level. Thus, it is
entirely reasonable to expect students to be able to elect 4
60 hours of course work at the 300 or above level as part of .-
the total of 120 hours required for graduation.

One final comment. The committee's recommendations are ' IR

in the form of two separate resolutions. Each can be acted

Sl

et
~upon separately by the Faculty or, if the Faculty so desires,

as a single resolution. We are presenting the proposals in
the . order in Whlch we bellcve that they should be taE*“‘up,
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‘that 'is, resolution 1, pertaining to the establishment of a

B.S. in a Discipline; and then resolution 2, pertaining to

the establishment of a B.S. in General Studies. It is our

hope that the Faculty w111 look with favor upon these ' o
resolutions. '

Several alternative titles for these programs were discussed. The
. most favored is the one suggested. However, the Committee does not feel
- that title of the degree is the mos$ eritical issue. Rather, we should .
focus on the substance of the proposals. It is pertlnent to note that C B
of the 1195 L.S.A. degrees awarded in 1968 870 were B.A,! ). 289, B.S., : ' by
and 36 B.S. in. Chemistry. , L S

e Nt et cemen .o | .
h " sres e,

a Respectfu11y submitted,

Herbert S. B. Baraf, '69
Simon Z, Benninga, ‘69 _
Philip J. Elving, Chemistry
cLo . E. Lowell Kelly, Psychology
PR ... . = Charles B. Maurer, German,
I e E Residential College
Martin P. McLaughlin, ‘71
George Piranian, Mathematics
DPeter A, S. Smith, Chimistry
Ronald s. leofsky, Ps chology
and sPeech(Chaxrmany




e Resolution I

L/ o
1 President and the Board of Regents of The University of Michigan

that the current Bachelor of Science degree be restructured

'so as to become a Bachelor of Science in a.Discipline in the
College of LStA, that this degree be made available to students
in the College in addition to the present baccalaureate degree,

-

and that the proposed new degree be goveined by the following
! - rules: ' '

' 1, Admission Requirements ‘ :
' The requlrements for admission to the College
- of LSeA shall be the same for all students admltted

;.e - to candidacy for any Bachelor s degree,

naF and

2. Electlon of Degree Program _

' Sometime during their’ ‘freshman year students
will be expected +0 elect a degree prugram. Students
in good academic standlng may transfer from one

a///degree program to another, but they must meet the
7 recuirements of the programs to which they transfer,

g : 3. Graduation Requirements for the Bachelor of Science
o " in a Discipline

" Completion of 120 hours with an overall grade
- average of C or better, Each department will set its

own requirements for concentration; not more than

. 45 hours in any one;department shall be credited toward .

the degree, and at least 30 hours of the student‘a'
program shall be free electives not specified in the .
departmental concentration requirements,

4, guidance and Consultation
The election of courses for the freshman year
shall be subject to approval by one of the des;gnated




P N LN P S 52" P

.5._ I - b
o Freshman Counselors. ‘“hercafter, students seeking
' the degree B.S. in a Discipline shall have their
programs of study approved by concentration advisors
from the department in which the student will ' . -
concentrate.
5. Graduation with Distinction
Students who achieve a grade-point average of
o at least 3.2 (at least 3.6) shall be recommended for ¥
i .- a degree with distinction (with high distinction). |
:: | ;..zi’f'/?I - Coe o ;
‘«’A‘/_.l/f" . i . ‘/’ ~ T ,
o SIS !
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‘Resolution II

Be it resolved that the College of LScA recommend to the
President and the Board of Regents of The University of Michigan
that the current Bachelor of Science degree be restructured
so as to also become a Bachelor of Science in General Studies
in the College of LScA, that this degree be made available
to students in the College in addition to the present bacca-
lauvreate degree, and that the proposed new degree be governed
by the iollow1ng rules:

1. Admission Requirements !
The requirements for admission to the College
of LSEA shall be the same for all students ddmltted

to candldacy for any Bachelor's degree.

2. [Election of Degree Program,
‘Somctime during their freshman year students

will be expected to elect a degree program, Students

iwﬂ,ﬂe~f*”“_‘“'- in good academic standing may transfer from one

e ==~ degree program to another, but they must meet the

| e

requirements of the programs to which they transfer,

3. Graduation Requirements for the Bachelor of Science in

General studies
| Completion of 120 hours with an overall grade
~average of C or better. This shall include 60 hours

. . of work in intermediate or advanced courses (courses .

e numbered'300 or higher), and the average grade of C
must ‘be achieved for these 60 hours as well., Not

- more than 20 hours earned in any one department shall

. be credited toward the 60=hour requirement. Up to
20 hours of the 120 hours may be elected outsxde of
the College of LSEA.

u.: Guidance and Consultation

 The election of courses for the freshman year

|

r
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shall be subject to approval by one of the

designated Freshman Counselors. Thereafter, students
shall be encouraged to seek advice from the Counselling
Offices or from individual faculty members; however,
each student shall assume the resbonsibility for s
planning an academic program that is commensurate '

with his ability and aspirations and that satisifes

lﬁg : - the degree requirements. After the freshman year, ST _.\y
- - a counselor's approval of elections is not required., . e

Graduation with Distinction

Students who achieve a grade=-point average .of
at least 3.2 (at least 3.6) shall be recommended for
a degree with distinction (with high distinction).

A - . T .

- Lo, - P - . o
L < .. N N - . . b
- - - g . - . -




7

T o | ADDENDUM I

LS&A ad hoc COMMITTEE ON AN ALTERKATIVE DEGREE : (

. SOME_NOTES AN (UOTES REGARDING BACCALAUREATE DEGREES

) N
"The use of academical degreas, as old as the thirteenth century, is
visibly borrowed from the mechanic corporations, in which any apprentice,
after serving his time, obtains a testimonial of his skill and a license

to practice his trace and mystery,*® :
Edward Gibbon, Autobiography (1796)

"Academric degress of various types ama granted annually to more than
a haif'millicn men ard wonen by tha movre than two thousand fastiiutions of
- higher education now in existance in the United States. These dcgrees vary
////////greatiy in level, in roquirements, in nomenclature, in development, in-
" significance, and ia inherent value."

Haiter C. Eells, Degrees in Higher Education

" The bachelors degree was apparently first granted by guilds or groups of scholars

in the thirteenth century. AL that time it was not in fact a degree but a certificate

" of admission to further training for tha title of Master or Ductor. Upon veceiving
the disignation "bachelor" tha person became arn apprentice; after a period of time
ha took an exemination calied the determina to bzcome a journeywman and a final exam-

- {nation after which he was awardad the titie of Master, Doctor or Pravessor, these
-~ %eyms being used syronymously and Intewchangeadly. The bachelors degrre or diploma
* has had very different meanings at different times and in diffevent countries. It

is not used at all in many European countries today. In Framce it 1s the dipioma
awarded at the end of the period of secondary education. On the other hand, it was
early adoplted by OxFford end Tater by Cambridge and siuce the Tirst Amarican insti-
tutions of higher learning were patierned after Cambiidge, the practice of using

the bachelors deyree to designate compietion of four years of coilege was esfabiishad -

in the United States even before tha Revolutionary Wer. In England 1% is typically
givea after threa years ¢f study, 1t being assumed that college prepai-atory work is
scme what more adequate than in America. . ' .
During the pre-Revaiuticnary period there were tut four typas of bachelors
degrees offered in the United States: arts, law, medicine and tueology. Laler came
- the distifction betiween the bachelor or arts and the bachelor of scieace degive.

The number of institutions authorized to grant cdegiees in the Unitled States
{ncraased very slowly in the 17th and 18th century. During the next two centuries,
however, the {ncrease was extremely rapid and by 1961-62 tha education directory
Tisted 2040 institutions of higher education, most of which granted degrees. OF

 these some 690 were juniov colleges conferring only the associate degree, 1430
offerad both baccalaureate and/oi first professional degrses, 700 awarded masters
degrees cnd more than 200 programs leading to the doctorate.

The ropid increase in the nember of colleges and universities was moive than
paralieled by ¢h2 fncrease in the number of degrees offered. 1In 1872, there were
fourtacn varieties of degices conferrad by 298 colleges, howaver, only a dccade

later, the author of the First rublished American handbook on degrees wrote, "1 A
find that most pzople who are fairly educated do nct know what ome quarier of the

IToxt Provided by ERI
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degrees mean ... Lo have now 1rove than sinty degress in common use. wnu.d seem

that a diractory of degi'ees must be prepared to exnlain and de.une the mean ings of

all these to the pubi ic.““ By 1898 a published directovy of degrees gave detailed
Infoimation on 242 degrecs and their abbreviationsi

But the end was not yet, the most receat wabulation (Eells and Haswell, 1960)
recorded a total of 2452 differant degrees which had been offerad in the United
States at some time, 1600 of which were in use in 7260. While many of thase 1600

_are varieties of professional or graduate degrees, tiere were 108 varieties of tha
A.B. and 426 of the B.S.! Although American ingenuity seems 10 have exceedzd that
of any other national gioup, the British were not tco far behind; for exampie 633
¢iffevent degrees ave offered by diffevent_ins _jjucioqg_jguzggﬁpr1txsh Commonwealth.

— = Looking only at the daccalaurcate degrees, scme iindication of tnﬂir distribu-
tion §s suggested by the Ffollowing breakdown: in Tiberal avis 55, in humanities 101,
fn natural sciences 208, in sncial sciences 93. Waile the slmp]e A.B. {or B.A.) and

_the B.3. degireas are by Tar the most conmonly awarded by undeigraduate institutions,
theve is practically no uniformity among degree granu.nq institutions with respact
to admission raguirements or curricular requirements for the award ef either of these
degrees. Originally, instruction at Harvard was emcluﬂ.v~14 in Latin so veading and
writing competence in the language was expected at the ©ime of adnission. ?ecausa
of the strong emphasis on the Classics in many early co!]eqes, Gresk was also scme
times requiied for the degree. Only niuch later was Toreal instrustion in wedern
foreign Tanguages considerad an sppropriate subject maitter for the coilegn curriculumi

As indicated above. there is almost no-un l”onn;t/ with respact %0 eithar ad-
mission or curricuiar rrguirements for eitner of the degrees. Traditionaily uhe
Tiberal arts includad the so called trivium (grammar, vhetoric and didaczic) 2
the quadriv.um (arittmetic, geometry, astronomy and music). To these seven cru-
ditfonal iiberal arts, Oxford added philosophy (natural, moral and netapﬁyszca1)
Howaver, one of the pervasive featuras of American education has been the emphasis
on the elective system. One of its first proponents was Thomas Jeffarson who argucd
for the Treadem of choice amongst couraes, & practice which he termed "tha 1ibaral-
fzation of the curriculum“. As early as 82? the Univer51uy of Virginia replaced
its single curricuium with elght. In 1826 the e;ec«:vp systoem was Intiroduced at

~ Harvard, Under Presidunt Eliot's influence, by 1324 ail courses except a Tew in
the Tresiman yzar wore - 2lective. As a reaction to the excesses of the clective
system, many institutions adopied the prasent distributicn-majov-minor systen.
After World War T many colleges began requiring survey courses in the natural |
sciences, the social sciences and in the humanities. ilowever, in spite of all of

- the experimentation and much debatc, there fs still wide variation 1n practice with
,lit tie or no effort to standardize. ~ :

The resuit s that vin{le the uuhcvity o graast degrees s vested 4w the
corporaticn, the regenis ar the coeatroiling beard of an instiy t tion, d«cis1cqs ve-
garding curricuier r;qu.reaea»s for dogrees ave usudily left entiraly 1a tha hands
of the faculty. I have not bzen able to obtain any recent summary of the situation
with respect to required courses but thirty years ago the situation in 84 institu-
tfons (29 state and 55 private) was as follows:

l
|
!
|
!

° F.S. Tkomas, Unlversity D?gre@ ﬂhat They Mean, What They isdicate, and How
10 Yse Then, I B ‘ _ . ' S
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Subject Requirad In Elective In  Total
“English 78 o 6 84
Foreign Language , '
(at least one) . G8 14 - 8Z*
Mathamatics 61 : 23 . 75
. Natui-al Science ' 52 32 .. 84. S o
., History v 41 Co 43 ' 84 . v ¥
Physical Education 38 a5 84 - _ I
Philosophy 32 52 84 '
Psychology 21 63 - 84

* Apparentiy not even offerad {n 2 institutions

From the above it is obvious that every Taculty has the right to create any

" degree that 1t wishes, to give it any label it choocses and to designate whatever

- combination of requirements it believes appropriate to those to wihom the degree is
awarded. In this connection the foliowing quotation stating the requircment for the
first bachelor of aris degree given in the United States s of interest: ‘ : .

"Every Schollar, that oa proofe is feund able to read the Originalils

" of the 01d and New Testament into the Latine tongue, and t¢o resolve them
" Logfcally; withall being of godly 1life and conversation; And at any publiek

Act hath the Approbation of the Overseers and Master of the Colledge, is
fit to be dignified with his first Degree." 2

Laws of Harvard Coliege, 1642.

It is clear that at the present juncture the faculiy of LS2A has one of two oo
proad alternatives available to vesolve the {mmediate issue of the forefgn language /. °
requirement. W can continue to restrict ourselves to the 2.B. and B.S. (and B.S.
in Chemistry{) but modify requirenents fow these degices so that thase two {o threa)

. broad labels cover many very different types of educalional programs. To de so will
inevitably result in what many of our colleagues regard as cheapening or devaluing

the traditional A.B. degree. (I have to smile at this since originaily Artes refers

. to skills and rot to amything very avty or aestheticl). As of the moment there is

relatively iittle distinction between the degree A.B. or B.S. 1n fact a student who

has sixty or more houvs in the natural sciences and mathematics may choose 10 recejve

efther of the two degrees. Alteimatively we may wish to provide more than the two

(or three) degrees and establish different curricuiar requirements for each. This

would pemmit those who do not wish to see the traditional meaning oF the A.B. mod-

1fied, to vretlain any language or any other distributicn requiraments they wish and .

at the szme time permit those of us who Teal that it is possible to provide a "Iiteral

- education” without {nsisting that avery student folilow the same curricular pattern,

__—to award one (o more) new degrecs which we believe would serve an educational necd

for a substantial aumber of our students and which could be administered in a manner
to insure that it would ba fully equal {n prestige to the ¢raditicnal A.B. and B.S.
I am sure that ali- of-us;—even-those-ofuswho-disagree-most-with vaspect. to the
means would endorse the following quotation. . R S .

T T
- .

-2 S.E. Morison, The Founding of Harvard College . -

[RURU . . - - - hd _ : i : I




s .. ' i
‘t ' .: ‘ iy om E "“"‘{
- X . 1
h ; 5
"The coliege, or department, that meets i%s wesponsibilities of _ f%

providing a well-reascned, well-rounded education for young pecple in ‘ i

the years to come will have a vaculty which will not hesitate to speil
out loud and clear the values and cumpetencies they want their graduates
to possess. Tiese curriculum makers will then set about working with
experts in all disciplines to avail their students of experiences that
will develop them. If the college catalogue does not casry the courses,
they will put them in it. I their offerings look different and even
s?ig??]y ?wry. so be ft. Happily, more and move institutions asre coming
to this view.

S e N ——— e o Ao et e
S AR ST S N e A Taosd L

In thinking ahout the type of young pcople they would like to sea Lo
in thelr graduation ceremonies, most faculties will envision a youngster SRS
who is articulate, both in speech and writing, one who has a feel Yor S i
language, a vespect Tor clarity and, it is to be hoped, a knowledge of :
some language other than his own. This young graduate will be at home SR
fn the world of quantity, number and measurements; he will be abie to T S
iecognize the differance betviean fact and opinion; and he will be Yogical
yet quite capable of imaginative and creative thought. This 1deal grad- , :
uate will kncw both the woirlds of nature and the worlds of man, and he v
will not be afraid to apply what he knows with the Jjudgement ard discrim- S
ination which come from deep knowledge of other persons, other times and

- places. He will never be merely a type: - He will have acquired the bent
- and skill for perpetual self-renewal, and he will have a vaiue system and
a yen for excellence which serve him well in a rapidly changing world."

Brazzfel. H. F., Curriculum Development and the Larger Léaraings,”“
- Educ. Pecord, 1906, 46. 335-346. .

As I see it, the task o7 oui ad-hoc committee §s threefold: {(2) to establish a
new cuririculun pattern which we believe will as often (or pevhaps more often) achieve i
this type of product of LS&A, (b) to find a distinctive label (and set of letters) @ ..
to designate the new degiee and (c) to convince the majority of the faculty of LSZA o
that there s a need for and extensive faculty support of the new degree program.

' IR

Harch 14, 1969 . .— -
_E, Lowell Kelly )




e am——

ADDENDA II

Report of the Statistical Division

of the Regiétrar‘s Office .

. Harris D.

by

Olson

" The following is a dxstrlbutlon of courses taken(l.e., not of

hours): . .
: At level '_':“ uumber of courses

100 - 1122 - -
200 Th2
300 757
400 - 1014
500 244 h
600 11
900 '3

" of the 101 people, 25 received credit for the following courses,

and thus did not actually have 120 hours upon graduation:
T of these recelved credit for English 123,

3 " (]
15 ” ll. "

:Latin 232,
French, SpdhlSh, and
History at the 300 level.

Of these same 101 people, 24 attended another(not The Un1vers1ty

of Mlchlgan) college between the freshman and senior year, i.e., - .. -

it could have been summer school, a year abroad, etc. Also,

3 persons attended another school or college thhln the
Unlver51ty for one or more terms, 1.e., they began and ended =
in LSeA but spent one or more texms in the Medzcal School, or -
at the Dearborn Campus, etc.;;;, luu,_,,,w,, _
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- : S ' ADDENDUM III
| Comparison between Present B.A. and Proposed_Restructured_B.S. Programs o |
] - o
S . R Proposed B.S. in a
Present B.A. Proposed B.S. in G.S. Discipline
i .
&M Admission Requirements As listed in same same
J . Announcement . . ’
] ,\‘ .. . . . . . - .
! =~ Foreign Language Require. L4th semester - none none - may Um HmQCPHmm
3 proficiency . by Department of -
; SR : : no:nmSWHmﬂHoa A
{ | English Composition onm.nmwi:: B yx mffm.mosn K none-’ -:
Distribution Requirement 3 courses in Zmﬂ .N..dosw : sosowl Ucw.mwcmNSWHicwn“
: , . Science, 3 courses . SIS elect at least 30 hours
in mcamswnwmm 3 outside field of Concen-"
courses in moowmﬁ tration - Department om N
Sciences - with 2 / Concentration estab~ : el
. courses in one .w;. " lishes HmacerBmSWm /DU»
; department - - ° n/ R e
M . . —_ T ‘. - % . . : . N . Y
) / . ) . * c T . - ’ - ... - - . .. N R - ST
oo:nmSﬁHmﬁHos wHomHmSm Departmental, Inde- ' none . . , o JE e a.;/»
“ pendent Studies, SRS ST S S
| - Liberal Studies, N e S T .wwcxﬂﬁﬁ;nﬁf
m HSﬂmHmmmeﬂBmsan :/.. B RECRY
w wﬁomﬁmam <N .wﬂ/
. .o ) /.. . . ] . . ..
Limits on Hours maximum of #o in maximum of 20 in one WSmxvaca om cm in one . -
/ one Department Department at or above -Department may be .
M - ’ the 300 level credited nﬁmmwﬂmm toward ﬂrm
1 toward the degree degree S .q
!l Requirement on Number of none .;../. mO,. / Vb:o.
M Hours at or beyond . R Ty o -
_M 300 level \ - )
b / CRN ,,/: .N
| RN N L
. N\ - .
. N ., . (continued on next page) y
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GPA Requirement for Courses
at or beyond 300 level

Total Number of Hours
Required for Graduation
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COLLEGE OF LITERATURE, SCIENCE, ANDL THE ARTS
BACHELOR OF GENERAL STUDIES
As of May 1, 1969, students enrolled in L.S.& A, are eligible for a new
degree program, the Bachelor of General Studies (BGS). The following infor-

mation is intended to explain the provisions pertaining to the BGS degree.

I. BGS Graduation Requirements:

1. Like the AB (BS) student, the BGS student must complete 120 hours
with an overall grade average of '"C" or above. He must, however, complete
at least 60 hours of work in intermediate or advanced.courses--courses
numbered 300 or higher--and must achieve a '"C" average grade for these
60 hours as well,

2. Not more than 20 hours earned in any one department may be credited
toward the 60-hour requirement. (This rule does not preclude a student from
taking more than 20 hours in a department if the hours are below the 300
level or if a student takes more than 60 hours of 300 and 400 level courses-.
Students are limited, however, to a total of 40 hours in a single department
within the basic 120 hours required for the degree.)

3. Up to 20 of the 120 hours may be courses from other schools and
colleges of the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, except for those courses
expressly excluded by the College Executive Commlttee. Courses having a
highly specialized or technical content such as Education School "E" and "F"
courses and Business Management 450 and 451 are considered unacceptable.

4. Neither distribution nor concentration requirements are required
for the BGS. Even if a student completes a "concentration' as defined under
the AB (BS) program, however, the spirit of the BGS degree precludes the
formal certifying of a concentration program on the official transcript.

II. Selection of a Degrég ?foéfém:.“

Sometime during their freshman year, students will be expected to elect
either the AB (BS) or the BGS degree program. Students in good academic
standing (2.0 gpa or above) may transfer from one degree program to the
other. (Students who have been placed on "Action Pending' status by the
College Administrative Board are not eligible to transfer from one degree
program to another. )

Students with more than ninety hours, since they presumably have
insufficient time remaining to meet the spirit of a new degree program,
normally are not eligible to switch programs. Students with questions about
their eligibility should censult with Dr. Charles G. Morris, in the Junior-

‘Senior Counseling Office.

18




Page 2

Students while enrolled in the honors program must be working toward
che AB (BS) degree.

III. Elections and Counseling:

The election of courses for the freshman year shall be subject to
approval by one of the designated freshman counselors. Thereafter, students
shall be encouraged but not required to seek advice from-the Counseling
Offices or from individual faculty members; each student, however, shall
have the ultimate responsibility for planning an academic program which
is commensurate with his ability and aspirations and which satisfies the
degree requirements. Although students need not obtain a counselox's"
approval of elections after the freshman year, all normal college regulations
such as those regarding appropriate course loads and drops and adds continue
in force. Students are expected to ¢arry a minimum of 13 hours. Students
who desire exceptions (i.e., reduced course loads or changes in elections
after the third week) will need to consult with a representative of the
Administrative Board in the appropriate counseling office.

IV. Procedures for SwitchiﬁgﬁDegreé Prdgrams:

Students on the AB (BS) program who wish to switch to the BGS must
consult with a counselor to discuss the change and to obtain the necessary
form. TFreshmen and Sophomores should see their regular counselor in 1213
Angell Hall. Juniors (55-84 hours) and Seniors with 90 hours or less:
should see their concentration advisor; if they have never seen'a concen-
tration advisor, they should see Dr. Morris in 1223 Angell Hall. Seniors
with over 90 hours must also see Dr. Morris. Once a student has seen a
counselor and arranged to go on the program, he needs only to identify
himself at the reception desk in the appropriate counseling office as a
BGS student to obtain necessary election cards and drop-add forms, subject
to the restrictions noted in item III above.

Students on the BGS program who wish to switch to the AB (BS) must
also consult with a counselor. Freshmen and Sophomores who wish to switch
from the BGS to the AB (BS) program should see a counselor in 1213 Angell
Hall. Juniors and Seniors should see an appropriate concentraticn advisbr to
determine if all distribution and concentration requirements can be met within
the normal 120 hours; Juniors ‘and Seniors who have questions about their
eligibility and Senlors who have completed over 90 hours must also see
Dr. Morris in 1223 Angell Hall.

5/16/69
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ELECTION OF BACHELOR OF GENERAL STUDIES PROGRAM

EBffective with the : teri, 19_

my Gegree program to Bachelor of General Studies.

Name

I will chanae

Student: Numbher

Present Address

L.ocal Phone

Date

I have discussed this change with the student.

Jr.-Sr. Counselor

Date

P B G w Gy WD W G W T S G A S A ama e B B0

Bring the completed form to 1223 Angell Hell
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THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN « ANN ARBOR

COLLEGCE OF LITERATURE, SCIENCE, AND THE ARTS

F/CULTY COUNSELORS FOR JUNIORS AND SENIORS
1223 ANGELL HALL

Beginning with the texrm, 19 you are considered to be a candidate
for the degree of Bachelor of General Studies in the College of Literature, Science,
and the Arts. A copy of this letter will be sent to the Office of Registration and
Records to inform them of this degree change,

As you know, BGS students méy elect courses and make course changes (in the
first three weeks of a term) without a counselor's signature. You should obtain the
necessary materials to elect or change courses from your counseling office.

It is presumed that BGS candidates come under the same general College regulations
as other students. Exceptions such as late course changes, extensions cf incompletes,
election of a reduced course load, withdrawal from the College, ahd the like will
require the approval of one of the members of the Admlnlstratlve Board in your
counseling office in lieu of a formal counselor.

While you will not have a formal counselor, I encourage you to make use of the
counseling facilities as one source of information in planning your work. In
particular, although the College will not certify the completion of a concentration
program as part of the BGS degree, it may be possible for you to meet all concentration
requirements with the assistance of the concentration advisor. In such a case, he
may be willing to provide you with a letter to the effect that you have met the
concentration requirements and have the equivalent of a concentration in that
department. Such a letter might be useful to you in applying to graduate schools, for
example. :

Although a number of graduate schools have indicated that their admissions offices !
will honor the BGS, there is no indication that individual departments within those
graduate schools will share in this evaluation, and individual departments eventually
make the decision whether or not to accept an applicant. Therefore, if you anticipate
postgraduate study, you would be wise to write to the departments to which you intend to
apply asking for their evaluation of the BGS degree. If you have not yet given thought
to post«rraduate work, it seems that now is the time to begin doing so.

It is important that you realize that the freedom to structure your education in
a way meaningful to you carries with it the responsibility for meeting the few requirements
for graduation set for the BGS degree, and that you will be able to complete your degree
requirements in the normal amount of time. If I or any other member of the Administrative
Board can be of help in giving you an interpretation of the requirements, or in evaluating
your progress in meeting the requirements, please don't hesitate to call on us.

Sincerely yours,

Charles G. Morris

jea For the Administrative Board

cc: Office of Registration and Records
File




L Interpretation of 20-hour rule for BGS degree

The regulations governing the BGS degree are minimal and, with one
exception, clear. The exception is the 20-hour limit on upper level work
(i.e. 300-level or higher) in one department. The Administrative Board
has made the following interpretation of that regulation: a student is
limited to 40 hours of work in a single department. There is no limit on
the number of those hours which may be upper level courses. However, no more
than 20 hours of upper level work may be counted from any single department
in satisfying the requirement that of the 120 hours for graduation, the
student "shall include 60 hours of work in intermediate or advanced courses."

Consider the following student's credit distribution:

Dept. Dept. Dept. Dept. Dept.
b A B C D - B

40 -

7

%

Hours of

%,
1

C:[ Lower level courses (100~ and 200-level)

m Upper level courses applicable to 60-hour minimum

m' Additional upper level courses

This student has taken the maximum of 40 hours in Dept. A, and less than
the maximum in the other four departments. He has a total of 60 hours of
intermediate and advanced work (20 hours from Dept. A, 20 from Dept. B,

15 from Dept. C, and 5 from Dept. D). 10 hours of advanced work in Dept. A
were not able to be used to satisfy the minimum 60-hour requirement.
However, Dept. A indicates clearly that the BGS degree does not limit a
student to 20 hours of advanced work. The BGS progran simply will not count
the extra advanced work as part of the 60-hour minimum which is required;
those extra hours are considered to be elective hours.

Note also that a BGS student may elect up to 20 hours outside of LSA.
Therefore, it is possible that Dept. D and Dept. E are non-LSA departments
(e.g. Education, Business, Art, Music). In the case of the student above,

5 hours of non-LSA work were counted in the minimum 60-hours of advanced
work. ‘

5/1/69




