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ABSTRACT

Women are taught from a very early age that their
major role to be played in society is that of wife and mother. This
lesson appears to be reinforced throughout a girl's life, especially
if she is educated in coeducational - institutions. .In such sexually
mixed institutions, girls are not only in competition for men, but
they are in competition with men as well. Thus, the female faces an
identity crisis that would be avoided. At single sex institutions,
women can compete among themselves in the sciences as well as in
traditional female areas. Women in women's colleges are able to
develop leadership qualities in student government and college
committees without sacrificing their feminity. .If the women's college
should disappear from the higher education community, women will be
the ones to suffer from immeasurably poorer educational
opportunities. . (HS)
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S abandon separate education. tl e

" '“'-.".f.'_";least impl:.c:.tly, one. that argues that co-education is the anly sensibl

- flwhat I would regard as a very real danger that a foolish and uncritical

American Alumni Council
" Hartford Conference
May &, 1970

) Tha.nh you very much.v‘ La.dies and gentlemen*' I was a.nnounced, at"least
in the preliminary progra.m, as spea.king on "The Why-Not of Co-Education.
My immediate reaction, when I read that title, was that I didn t like 1t.
‘Nevertheless, 1 deliberately didn’t ask that 1t should be changed because o
I wa.nted to use it to make a pomt Thc 1ssue, as I see 1t, is not and
:-'should not be, why not co-education, but why is sepa.rate educat:.on somd.:”"‘ "
I’m not going to try this morning to convert co-educational mstitutions, |

- 'old or new, to separate education, but I am goz.ng to try to say why I th:.nk' S

| ) 1t is mportant to urge that the others wait a minute before all of them

The case for separate education needs to be made, I ,Judge, at this

"_fconference (and Others °f smilar chara,cter) where th g tone seems to be, at’ -

Aarrangement in higher education. It needs to be made in general beca.use of L

conformity with fashion may have very real social J.osses. This is an area.-- j'i

' j'jl:.ke many others w:.th which we are fa.miliar 1n our society over the course

: of American h1story--in which the net disadvantages of progress made may not , ‘

, 'be seen until 1t 1s too late.T In trying to ma.ke this ca.se, I am go:.ng to
.emphasize separate education for women, a.nd not because I think the ca,se

. does not exist for separate education for men. B I think one most certainly L

_‘ does, perhaps especmally at the pre-college level but includmg the college' R

g ‘J.evel. I'm making the case for separate education for women, not because I L




‘fV]f?about educatlon, I thlnk I can smy In these prec1ncts,
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' lack acqualntance w1th the three maJor types of 1nst1tutlons, s1nce ‘I have
flived and worked 1n all three k1nds. I want to make th1s case because of
the s1gn1f1cant and serious d1fferences .in how the soc1ety consp1res agalnst
young women and in consequence may handlcap them as adults. _f: |
I should polnt out at the outset that I am speaklng for’ myself and not‘fj
for Mount Holyoke College, though I recognlze that there are p1tfalls in |
”,'attemptlng to ma1nta1n the d1st1nctlon._ If I needed to be remlnded of th1s pi”

,? problem my memory would have been refreshed by the recent v1c19s1tudes in

- 1[?31New Haven.[ Nevertheless, 1t 1s essentlal that I make that p01nt because,.‘v

gpllke any other reasonably aware 1nst1tutlon, we are prPsently 1ook1ng at

' :_7,‘th1s questlon.: We have a commlttee, made up of faculty, trustees, alumnae,-gfiﬁ;iffi

o gfstudents, and admlnlstratlon, who are examining the matter of the future

r“? policy of Mount Holyoke concernlng co-educatlon.

"in'the outcome of those de11beratlons.¢‘ﬁ?-ff“

Let me offer one other precautlon

LI thlnk it i 'important in 1ook1ng'“'“”'

"f at th1s 1ssue to keep-the educatlonal d1scussion separate “_;i,

,_tﬁ'flnanclal I thlnk that 1t 1s exceedlngly 1mporoant 1n all of our thlnklng, 3;ffftga
'-f[not to mix the problemg the questlon, of the f1nanc1al future of the 1nde-r¢.7«-4:337
',fj pendent college or unlverslty, espec1ally the small one, w1th the educatlonal 'ﬁ'.i

E questlon of how 1t should execute 1ts m1sslon.: Th1s 1s not because I am un- 5577*":

o aware of the flnanclal problem and not because I am unaware of the poss1b111ty¥pfl

o ithat f1nanc1al questlons may, 1n a number of 1nd1v1dual 1nstances, settle the:f;fi?f[

vissue. Rather it 1s because it seems to me: that there 1s much too much of

v ,pf;the current rhetor1c that 1s merely partlally dlsgulsed ratlonallzatlon of a '*fi”;?3

v“<f1nanc1al s1tuatlon in nom1nally educatlonal language.. We know 11ttle enoush tfe;ﬁ:w

wn.thout corrupt mg

. I WO'lJld no‘b wa,nt to _predn.ct e




] what we do know.with dirferent, althoughfnot necessarilydirreievant,i
considerations.' | o o | |
'.The'essential paiﬁt'iﬁ”tﬁé case, it‘seems tdime,"ié the substantiaifjf”ﬁl
"why" of d1vers1ty. Not the why'of custom, not the why of hablt, and
.: certa1nly not the why of devotlon to the fetlsh of cholce as such, although.

it has w1despread currency in a soc1ety where one is urged, at every hour

of the day over televlslon and radlo, to do the th1ng of one S cholce as “.AV"

1f there were no h1erarchy of values by wh1ch to test one s preferences. ’

'f;;There is a substantlal wby of d1verszty, partlcularly as 1twaffects young

I would llke to start from the p01nt of soclal condltlonlng,lhow the l
:,7 soc1ety consplres agalnst the young.{ I am golng to over slmpllfy, but you
',agwlll forgive me.‘ Wlth the boy, the young man, soc1ety places an enormous

“t;'emphasls on h1s chooslng, on his dec1d1ng or thlnklng Very early about whatfi

‘jihe Wlll choose to make of hlmself.f He 1s asked--by h1s aunts and unclesS

| *w;;khls grandparents and parents, hls frlends and h1s teacher_,

'else--from about as early as he can llsten, what he 1s g01ng to be., What

'fff.ls he golng to make of hlmself? What he 1s g01ng to do9:€The emphasls 1n

i h1s condltlonlng 1s on that klnd of cholce, on competltlon, 1n a struggle

7,'1n a not too frlendly world

, Thls klnd of condltlonlng may, w1th the young man,‘often be harsh and_
o ha.nd:.cappmg Bu:t that is nort the pomt thﬂt I Want t° P""’s"e here th"s.
'rfmornlng- I mentlon 1t only to draw a contrast Because, w1th the glrls,.;

.”?7fthe pattern 1s sharply dlfferent , Desplte some changes w1th1n the;last
"half-century, ‘the cond:.t:.onmg pattern for the Y°‘m€ glrl is dne "hlcn

%hassumes unlformlty) wh1ch assumes the absence of the klnd of ch01ce that




B _,'f:vv_iadults is enormous._., We certa:.nly also know~ that vm the decades :ahead such

R :_'what the new def:.n:n.tlons of women's roles w:.ll be 1n the decades ahead, we_-

 1s thrust, if not imposea, upon the boy. In spite of th:ej' p'fé?senéé or som;
-alternative models in the adult soc1ety around the young g:.rl, the standard

pattern still is for her to assume that there is one thJ.ng and one thmg

only that she will do.a.nd should do and mustvdo.‘ Now th1s kmd of condition- |
;ing, I would argue, is- wastei‘u.l enough when a woman in later, adult exper1- ‘l

. ence is substa.nt:.ally support:.ve of the early tralnlng. When the exper:.ence .

she has as an adult is cons1stent w1th the k:.nds of e}mectatlons concernlng o

'her usefulness ’ her satlsfactlons ’ and her way of l:|.fe that she has acqulred y
through such earl;r cond1t:|.on1ng, the results may be wasteful for soc1et,v and

‘ for her, but they probably are not ser:.ously harmful We know that even

today th.at is far from unlformly the exper:.ence. - All we have to do 1s w1tness o

‘_ the crop of bored and frustrated suburban housewlves 2. over-educated dla.per

changers, and under-ut:u.l:.zed community workers.. The contrast between the

vearly condltlonlng and expectat:.ons of glrls and the:|.r later exper:n.ence as L

""'".-..adult exper:.ences w:.’l be even less cons:Lstent w:.th the xpectat:.ons ,_hat are_.,,

v developed by th1s k:.nd of cond1tlon1ng., Even 1f we cannot know now precn.sely, ‘

" know they w:.ll be dlfferent. S .
The pn.nch comes, I thmk, from two facts, and I a.m qu1te certam that P

.'they are facts. One 1s that the soc:|.al condltn.onmg of the women who wn.ll

o be ‘-I-O years old 1n the year 2000 :|.s already substantlally complete. ’."—;.E

'year-olds today who wn.ll be forty :Ln the year 2000 have been exposed now, 5_:

:v*v_most of them, to lO very 1mporta.nt vears of condltn.on:.ng 1n the pattern that
I have J'U.St descr:|.bed The second fact is- that th:|.s cond1tlon:mg process,

'v.'lf our past exper:.ence is any gu.lde at all, is llkely to change much less




o "to be a des:.rable female.. ThJ.s 1s a false cho:.ce but that does not' make 1t

'_J.ng process to whlch I have referred. i
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-'find such an accepta‘ble way of ha.ndl:.ng the problem, _or do not f:.nd a wa.y of. &

‘vaste in this false but real s:.tuat:.on, 1s, _I thmk mcalculable, espec:.ally

=2

rapidly than the character of the adult environment itself. The experiences

to wh:.ch women will be exposed w:.ll cha.nge, as you well know. The cond:.t:.on-
ing that is given to the young girl, part:.cularly the pre-adolescent g:.rl,
is not likely to change with'a.nythlng like the same rapidity. Th:.s is because
it comes from so many sou.rces, is sub,)ect to so l:.ttle plannmg and control i
and because it rests so heavily upon convent:.on, upon hab:.t.

The potential cruelty a.nd tragedy of th:.s s1tuat1on are. exempl:.f:.ed by

an essent:.ally false cho:.ce that a great many young women feel compelled to

i make, at least unconsc:.ously At a po:.nt, say, in middle or even early

) adolescence. when many g:.rls are beglnnmg, to fmd themselves 1ntellectually, A
" are abo.lt to d:.scover that they may have capac:.ty and prom:.se, and a.re begm-
n:.ng, therefore, to fmd themselves vocat:.onally, at least by :.mpl:.cat:.on,

| _vb;'bthey are l:.kely to feel a f'onfl:.ct, and a serlous one, between those verv :

excltmg and J.mportant pOSSJ..blll‘bleS and the equa.lly strong and natural pull

any less real. It 1s a cho:.ce that 1s thrust upon them by the very"conda.tn.on- .'

There are, of course, a great many young women who even at th:.s age f1nd SR

_ acceptable, comfortable ways of me.klng the cho:.ce or of deallng w1th 1ts
e falsity Gn.ven the very w:.de range of d:.fferences amo..g g:Lrls m character,

, personal:.ty, talents, and matur:.ty, th:.s 1s to be expected. But many do not

' .handllng 1t that is 1n a.ny reasonable degree easy.. 'l'he personal a.nd soc:.al

’”_1f the ‘young woman cnooses consc:.ously 'or unconsc:.ously to subordmate her R

g development as a person and an 1ntellect to her_ success as a female. S




solely on her assert::.on, a. ‘case would no,_longer exi
namely, that; young women need an’ educat:.onal experlence that

‘needs of women in a cha.nglng soc1ety

-65"'

cIf this kind of waste is to be,minimized, these many young women need

_ @ setting in which they can work through this question with a minimum of .

compulsion and a maxlmumvof opportunity for rational and healthful develop-

ment. Working out an individual solution, or rather establishing the basis

for a solution, to the difficult problem of a complex of alternative or.

successive roles, requlres a growth m self-awareness, a consc:.ous intellectual

' grasp of the complex:.t:.es and. dllemmas J.n the problem, a.nd above a.ll a self-

conf:.dence tha.t w:Lll remforce comm1tment a.nd support fresh starts as the

" time arr1ves to move from one phase of @ complex l:.fe to another., Accompl:.sh- -
. ing these thmgs wn.ll always, in any c1rcumstances, be d:l.ff:.(.ult The:Lr _’
achievement, 1t seems to me, is far more l:.kely m a setting that is essent:.ally._'_,.

) dedicated to that obJectIve.-’

This, 1t seems to me, is the new m1ssion of the separate women' s college..

B R Ma.ry Lyon s h\,tpothesn.s, that women ca.n be educated to the same 1evel as men,

. ,__ha.s been val:.dated long s1nce.. If the case. for the woman s college_rested o

today rests on a propos:.t:.on emergmg from the very success of her underta.klng, _

.'s d:.fferent, not SRER

in spec1f1c a.cadem:.c content but 1n 1ts moaa comm:.tment to meet1ng the spec1f1c_i-

If you ask whether th1s can or should be attempted by co-educat:.onal

Hkinst:.tut:.ons, the a.nswer 1s yes._ But w1th:|.n the pred1cta.ble future I doubt R
that it wn.ll be done by such 1nst1tutn.ons, or. wn.ll be done as successfully as o
:in the women s r'olleges.A The spec1al courses a.nd counsellmg a.rrangements for
s women cen be prov1ded, of course . But the total setting, wh1ch really determ:.nes o

the exper:.ence, as e all should know, ‘is not l:.kely t° be support:.ve t° ma.ny




-7-
wamen in a co—educational institution.i Faculties and administrators delude
themselves, and have for years, with the notion that because a student, |
whether a boy or a girl,_ is 1n tutelage 1n the classroam for 15 or so hours |
a week, that tutelary exper:.ence is having a dec1s1ve mpact on hm. We | -
know that is not quite the case. Hopefully, the classroom has some influence
by itself, but we lknow perfectly well that it is the total setting,in which
) the instruction. occurs that is really importa.nt. .. And:".t is‘th.i.s total setting
| that Rosemary Park refers to in the 1nterv1ew that was reported recently in

'the Ch.ronlcle of Hn.gher Educat:.on, 1n wh:.ch she sa1d tha.t she serlously

questions "whether womer. in a totally co-educat:.onal sn.tuatlon get as good
a deal :.ntellectua]_..y as they do a.t a women S college
‘ It is perfectly clear that, among other thlngs, the ch01ce of courses

'a.nd ma,jors by women are s1gn1f1ca.ntly dlfferent m a. women s college and in |
a co-educatlona.l one. ThlS can't all be seJ_'f‘-se’.ectJ.on. It is true, for
"‘_,-example, that the college wh1ch I ha.ve the pr:.v:.lege of heading now 1s one

" that has been d1st1ngu1shed over the years 1n the sc1ences, and undoubtedly
'there has been a klnd of self-perpetuat:.ng quallty in tha.t ach1evement But
I know also that on that campus 1t is not unfemlnn.ne to be a phys1c1st or a :' i;_:_-.'
_ chem:.st or a mathema.tlcla.n or blolog:.st It is not expected as-a result
of the subtle cond:.tn.on:Lng that goes on there, that one makes one's cho:.ce -
of major accord:Lng to the role-condltn.onlng that the g1r1 has rece1ved from
her fam:.ly a.nd her ea.rly educatn.on. : Not that we don t have a. ch11d stud,{ :
center; not that we don't do work in developmental psychology, not that vie _'
don't do a great many other th1ngs of speclal mterest to women. But the : v'
opportunlty is also there, w:Lthout any 1oss of status or self-regard, to

-pursue a ma;)or that the student as a person feels is rn.ght for her, w1thout




~-8-
u.ny concern for what may be "the thing for a glrl to do." Women on their
| , own campus, as Margery Foster, Dean of Douglass College, pointed out in a
report very recently, are first-class citizens, thoroughly able to gain the

} experience and the confidence that comes from successful leadership. It is

woman on a co-educat:.onal ca.mpus becomes an ed:Ltor or the pres:.dent of a

student body, 1t is front page news in the New York Times or an equlvalent .

b i T . .

. significant, as Dean Foster also points out in that report, that when a
)

|

|

document. It is not front-page news when a woman becomes the edltor of the'

F " L student paper on a women s college campus, or the pres:.dent of the student
f body, or the cha.:.rma.n of the student academ:.c pol:.cy comm:.ttee. or a member
} . of & faculty commu.ttee, or any other pos:.t:.on of. 1eadersh1p.. That 1s wha.t
she is there for. That is her opportunity. 'I'hat is her very spec:.al
challenge in the settmg that ‘can be prov:.ded by the woma.n s college. ' |
| Th:.s sett:mg, in order to be effect:.ve, Loes not requlre a convent
| atmosphere, and 1t is perfectly cons:.stent w:Lth a.rrangements for excha.nge |
: :'a.mong va.rious 1nst1tutn.ons at a tlme when m1x1ng a.nd compet:.t:.on w:.th men T
- are des:.red and tJ.mely. GJ.rls don't all develop at the sa.me rate 9 any more
.than men do. There is no reason’ to doubt that 1t is a good 1dea for ma.ny
| of our students ’ part:.cularly in the1r aun:.or or senlor year, if they WlSh
4w, as many of them do, to ta.ke courses and sem:Lna.rs at Amherst or. the |
Um.versn.ty of Massachusetts, where they are mtellectually fu_lly in compet:.-
vt:.on with men. If they are ready for 1t and they wa.nt 1t, fl.ne Nor does o
it do a bit of ha.rm that we have approx:.mately twenty young men, excha.nge
l-students from men's colleges, who are 11v1ng on - our ca.mpus th1s year 1n |

' 'addltlon to the A.mherst a.nd Un:.vers:.ty students who are there ta.k:.ng 1nd1v:.dual

'courses. But this is a woman's ca.mpu.s a.nd the glrls are flrst class c:.t:.zens




' tha.t I ha.ve presented a:l_rea.dy are essentlally the ma,Jor ones. At the practl- e o

cal 1evel 1t is entlrel:/ poss:Lble that unth:.nk:.ng fash:Lon and the -fact that

~0=

there, a fact that is a little rough on some of the ‘bows o discover, though
they thoroughly enjoy themselves, judging from the.repo:rrts that I have had
from them. There is, I repeat, no reason ‘why'a."woma.n's .colle'ge' requires a
convent a.tmosphere for its educational. effectiveness. Btrt I would l:..ke to
suggest tha.t the woman on a co-educatlona.l campus who is still trying to find
herseLf as a person and who feels that she must both compete with men and
compete for men 1s g:wen a. pretty rough dea.l In those c:chumsta.nces is

may be much easier a.nd much more natural, to use a word tha.t 1s much

a.bused when the sub,]ect of co-educa.tlon 1s under d1scuss1on, to become a ,‘

‘ pom-pom g:Lrl

Other a.rguments that I could ralse a.re less SpeCLf‘Ca.lly educatlonal

, m character, such as the pomt, of whlch I am :1.':1crea.s:.ng15r persuaded, that
there is a grea.ter llkellhood of reca.ptur:.ng a genu:me sense of communlty L

_on a women s college campus than on a co-educa.tlonal one. But the arguments

- most sepa.ra.te college.. are small—-wlth a.]l of the econom1c problems Wthh -

tha.t s1tua.tlon mplles--may make the woman s co]lege, as well perhaps as

the sma.ll co-educa.tlonal or men's college, non-v1ab1e. That 1s not yet

clear. But 1f it becomes certam, 1f the woman s co]lege d1sa.ppea.rs, .£ am '

persuaded that the educatlonal opportun:Lt:Les for ma.ny women w111 be 1mmea.>ur-

.. ably poorer and that the soc1ety w111 ha.ve suffezed a very ser:Lous loss.

Thank you.




