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ABSTRACT

The presentation of the book "Animal Farm" by George
Oxwell to sophomores at East Orange Catholic High School, New Jersey,
as a "political document® is discussed. Through research, panel
discussions and voluntary comments, the students studied the book in
depth compar it to the power struggle between Stalin and Trotsky
in soviet Russia. Although some students confronted this book for the
second time, getting to the roots of it presented more of a challenge

during the two and a half week geriod, and encouraged further
research into history and politics. (LS)



LA, AT 0 A, .mm‘. it | o M. OF ANTMAL FARM

1 HAS BEEN MEPRODUCED EXACILY AS RECHIVED FROM ThE bare E. Schaef 7] PERNISSION
RN 0 RARLTB OGAAT1. P 0 VOV O O mf’éiaﬁz'ﬁ. Chtholdo Ig;.‘gh Sohooy, M COMYRIOHT oWi.” "
STATED DO HOY NECESSARKLY MPRESINT OFHICIAL OFHCE OF EDUCATION Enst Orengo, Nede
POSITION O POLLCY. 1970 |
N~ Orwoll's Anymal Farm is wsuelly introduced at the Junior high achool lovel.
- o
N~ Rocently, the editor of a nationed womon's magrrine noted thet even hor eight=
. .
& 0 yoar—old daughtur was rording it., Wistfully, tho oditor edded "I wonder if she'll
= [
v o wndorstand tho part about *some enimels are mére oquel thon othors',"

As o pareble or falry story (to use Orwoll's ovn doseription), Andmnl Fexn

. v -'.‘..,.- '-Jr‘-k .

oan by prosonted to youngor students, Thoy'll 1like it Just bocause it's about
enimels, Howover, at Enst Orengo Catholio, & revised currioulum- had suggostod
Anlmnd, Ferm for sophomores. Whon I ennounced this to wy two sophomore clessos,
I wes grootod with such romarks as “Oh » L road that in oighth' gréde" end "Yoeh,
thet wes oute.,” Sophomores een be protty blesb, Hoir wos I to inturost them in
( & work that wes for many of thom "secocond timo round ," oven a childhood souvenir?

In the .profnco of our edition,' & Signet Classic, I found a oue, o quote from
Orwell himself: |

FORE L LT FR T 0

Andmrl Ferm was tho first book in which I tried, with full

consciousness of what I wes doing, to fuse politicel purpose
and artistic purpose into one whole, - _

R R

Polities, specifically the power struggle betuoen Stalin and Trotsky in Soviet
Russia, ere the roots of Animnl Farm, Reed as & parsble, the book is a potent
argumont against totaliterienism in genorale- but reerd as a parallel to historicel
ovonts, it acfjuiros evon more verecilty end forco, Insterd of child's pley, it

" bocomes chellenging edult materierl, in & sonse o mystery story for which only

thorough resesrch esn provide tho koy. This was how I docided to present Animel

CS 200 101

Forn to my sophomores, some of whom wore elresdy ts»k:h;g Modern‘ Buropeen History.
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From the first, I deeided thet this would not be ore-wny coymnicstion, Best
. Orenge Cotholie believes In ond encourrgos irdopendont study. It would be up to

the studonts to "decode" Orwell, to dig up those historicel roots snd fit the
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vardous plocvs togothor,

In our oponing disoussion of -Andmel Frxm, I pointod out that Oz-woll wes
dnspired by actusl ovents in Soviet Russin. Calling for voluntoors. I aesignod
roports on both Tro!sky and Stalin, East Orango Catholio studonts are usunlly
vagor for extra ore. °t go at loast twolvo studonts in oach olass ‘rospondod, One
girl produced a 24-pago roport in which she doveloped tho parnllels botwoon .Stalin
and Napoleon, Trotsky and Snowball, The resoerch reports were prosented to tho
olass, sparking further disoussion,

For two suocessive wooks, I also aseignod penels on Aniuel Forme Those |
five-monbor penols were chosen from e 1ist made up et tho start of the term,

I had collectod the studonts! Roeding Comprohonsion scores, thon grouped them
accordingly so all panel mombers would be at epproximetoly the samo lovol, To
épur the penels, I would give them five proliminery questions such as:

1. What :fs the meaning of totaliterianism?

2, Who or what does Mr. Jonos roprosent?

3. Whet is the moaning of 0ld Mpjor's droam? |

b, Contrast the cheractors of Napoloon énd Snowball,

5. How do the pigs graduslly essert their priority?

'fhosa penols renged far end wide. The initiel rosoarch reports stizmﬂ.atod.
21l sorts of ennlogles. Old Major wes soon as o oomposite of Mrrx end Loning
one student noted that I;Iajor's soull had been put on displey just es Lonin's body
hed bocome en object éf public roverenco.. Sﬁo.wball' "vivecious" porsonz-lity
wes compared to Trotsky's; student rosearch revealed thet Trotsky had beon Leonin's
first choice as his heir, Napoleon gradual]y omorged as a Stalinist figuro: his
viclous pups grow into the socrot police-- their attacks on the wesker animels
corrosponded to the bloody purges of the 1930's. Mr, Jones obviously represented
tho old rogimo and Moses, his raven, wns a symbol. of Brthodox roligione- st first
bennod in the U.S.S.R, but later to somo oxtent tolersted, |

- Onco startod, the parsllels camo thick end fast, Napoleon's rapprochoment

{more)
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with tho humns, his negotintions .with Frodorick, roonlled the Nazi-Russien pooco

pnot. As with Frodorick's forgod bank notes, thoro was Hitler's histordcel botreyel,

( Animnlism, like Conwwxism. had boon a visionery droam :botrnyod and corrupted
by groed end tho lust for powor. The students could sev the relationship between
'bho pro:)octod windmill and Stalin's five-yonr plans, Poor Boxor, saoriﬁ.ood to

~ tho Gluo Boiler, bocamo e typo of the loyal soolalist worker who never reaped his

rowerd. Squeslur, of courso, symbolized propeganda, Creftily, ho menipulated the
shoop and rewrote the Commandments, finally reducing thom to/no. "All enimals are
oequrl but somo animals are more oqual tha_n others,"” Whon Napoloon at last sits
down with his humen noighbors. the students could seo the perallel to Stalin's
allisnce with eapitalist powers during World Wer II,

Throughout this Animel Fepm unit (which lasted about twoand-e-half wooks),

the students took tho initiative in trecing Orwell's ellogory, Thoy alse sbsorbod
. & Jot of recent history, following Trotsky to his assessinetion in Moxico-- and
- Stalin in his rise to the most docorated heré of tho U.S.S.R. Fortunately, while
C ~ tho unit was in progross, East Oranze Cutholie had o visiting collego profossor
locture on tho history of Commmism, Though it was not required, quite e fow of
my sophomores attondod this locture. . Some of thom indicetod that thoy onjoyed it
more bocause thoy felt knowledgeable ebout the subject,

It is sometimes ergued that English toachers should concontrate on toaching
velues rathor than liturary tochnies, In presenting Animn) Form as o frevnkly
political documont, I think I was being true to Orwell's own veluos, It wes not
his intont thet Andmel Ferm be rosd in o vacuum; in 1945 ho simod ot an eudience
vhich hed lived through mich of this history. To offor the book £s an Aesop-like
oxerciso soomus to be short-changing o1e of the most ineisive writers of our.time,
I,hp_qughhz:qs_oarch, penel discussions, end voluntary communts, my sophoimores studied
Apimel Ferm in dopth sand they oxperionced the joy of discovory., "So thei's what

c it mornsi" is just enother ey of deseribing insight, which is vhet most English
toac.:hors ore striving to ‘achieve, |

(more) 3

-



Z

¥
&
£
&
b
i
;._1
5
q_.
¢
]
¥
i
£

BT N R TR 2 TR PR T o e S e

n

is

. renlisod tho book was a "mook!
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As for litorary velues, I also taught Animnl prm &8s an oxemple of sat.iro.
& gonre wu would explore mch more thoroughly in a letor unit, My studonts

to uso thoir om torm-- but having absorbed so
much background, they kmgﬁ vhat the mockery was all about,

What 4s most importent, hovover, is that they onjoyod tho procuss-- even

those sophomores who wore oconfronting Andmal Farm "tho sceond time round," This

timo. thoy got to tho roots of tw. in faot and substence, The Selry story hed

bocomo edult entorteinment, instructive ond thought-provoking, which is Just

vhat Orwoll moant it to be,
As for that womon's megarine oditor, I hopo that somuday heor oight-yoar-old

daughtor will teke & socond look ot Anime) Fapm, too,
¥



