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, Journalism growth continues
r, at hefty 10.8 per cent rate

By Paul V. Peterson
Ohio State University

(v In the fall of 1970 it appeared that

\ 'the great growth which has character-

ized journalism enrollments in the Unit-
ed States was showing some signs of
slowing down, And indeed figures com-
piled cspecially for this survey indi-
cated that the rate of growth was 5.9
per cent over the 1969 figures, while
the 1969 total represented a growth of
13.7 per cent over that of 1968.

But a survey of fail 1971 journalism
enrollments shows that 36,697 students
rew claim journalism as a major, com-
pared to the 1970 figure of 33,106.
And that is a growth rate of 10.8 per
cent,

And, as has been the case in previous
survays, there are undoubtedly many
students majoring in journalism who
have not been reported. For example,
of the slightly more than 200 colleges
and universities offering majors in
journalism, 162 replied to this survey.
And since the survey requested statis-
tics only on students who are admin-
istratively under the cortrol of the
school or department of journalism, it
is possible a fairly large number of
persons oriented towards the mass
media (such as those majoring in
speech or education) do not show in the
final . ~ures herein.

Texas at Austin again leads the list
of total journatism majors, with 1,128
students, This is the first time that a
single school has topped the thousand
mark, although Texas at Austin almost
did it last year when it led the total
enrollment Kst with 997, Florida, with
922 students, is second, a spot it also
held last year.

Others in the top 20 include, in rank
order: (3) Georgia, 911; (4) Missouri,
879; (5) Michigan State, 812; (6)
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Minnesota, #77; (7) Ohio, 642: (8)
MNorthwestern, 607: (9)  Brigham
Young, 596: (10) Houston, 595: (11)
San Jose, 586: (12) Illinois, 584: (13)
Kent State, 584: (14) Tennessee, 374.

(15) Indiana, 553; (16) Nebraska at
Lincoln, 549; (17) West Virginia, 538;
(18) Oregon, 521: (19) South Carol-
ina, 517; an (20) Oklahoma, 507.

These 20 schools accoui for 39
per cent of the total enrollment in all
162 schools, If all schools which en-
rolled 300 or more during the fall of
1971 are considered, they account for
22,355, or 61 per cent of the total.
Forty-three schools reported 300 or
more Najors,

In terms of doctorate cnrollments,
Minnesota with 52 topped all other re-
porting schools, followed by Illinois
with 50, and lowa with 46. Others re-
porting more than 20 such majors are:
Southern Ilinois, 35; Indiana, 29: Stan-
ford, 27: Syracuse, 22: Texas at Aus-
tin, 21: and Wisconsin at Madison, 21,

But in terms of total graduate enroll-
ments, Missouri with 200 students
topped the slate, with Northwestern
reporting 153, Syracuse 147, and
Minnesnta 144, Others in the top 20
include: (5) Ilinois, 143: (6) Ball
State. 124; (7) Columbia, 125; (8)
Tesus at Austin, 108: {9) Indiana,
105; (10) Stanford, 95; (11) Wiscon-
sin at Madison, 94; (12) lIowa, 85;
(13) Ohio State, 81; (14) Oregon,
80; (15) Georgia, 76; (16) San Jos .,
75: (17) Cal State, Fullerton, 69; (18)
Michigan State, 69; (19) Temple, 69,
and (20) Florida, 68.

Some educators feel thut a better
indication of the actual number of stu-
dents potentially entering the field of
journalism is the tabulation in which
only juniors, seniors and graduate stu-
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dents are counted. When this yardstick
is applied, Florida, as in 1970, heads
the list with 922 students, followed by
Missouri with 879, and Texas at Aus-
tin, 616, Others with cnrollments in
this category excecding 400 are: Illi-
nois, 584; Georgia, 57!: Ohio, 569;
Minnesota, 507; Michigan State, 501;
Ohio State. 497; Syracuse, 460 Kan-
sas, 459: and Northwestern, 403.
Certainly the best measure of the
number of journalism students availa-
ble for positions in the mass media is
the number of actual graduates. A total
of 7,968 bachelor's, masters and doc-
tor's degrees were granted during
1970-71, compared with 7,601 duoring
the 1969-70 period. or an increase of
4.8 per cent. Growth from 1968-69 to
1969-70 represented 16.6 per cent,
Leading the school in bachelor de-
grees, again, was Florida, with 392,
follewed by Missouri with 313, Geor-
gia with 234, and Ohio with 209, Oth-
er schools granting more than 100 BA,
BS degrees, were (5) Texas at Austin,
190; 76) Hlinois, 188; (7) Washing-
ton, 172: (8) Michigan State. 168;
(9) Minncsota, 120: (10) San Jose,
114; (11) Syracuse, 110; (12) Mary-
land, 108; (13) Southern Illinois. 108;
and (14) Northwestern, 103,
Northwestern  again  granted the
most graduate degrees, 121. All were
master's degrees. But Towa and South-
ern Illinois topped the list of schools
granting doctorates with six euch, fol-
lowed by Minnesota with five, and

Illinois, Indiana, Syracuse and Wiscon-
sin at Madison with four each, A to-
tal of 45 doctorates were granted by
14 of the 162 schools reporting during
1970-71.

Other schools granting 20 or more
graduate -degrees included: Columbia,
113; Missousi, 76; Syracuse, 50; Ohio
State, 49: Eall State, 47; Illinois, 43:
Wisconsin at Madison, 40; Stanford,
39; California, 36; lowa, 35; Alabama,
24; Penn State, 24; Texas at Austin,
24; Oklal oma, 23; Minnesota, 21; and
Michigan State, 20.

A few final statistics: freshman en-
rollments are up 874 over last year
(in 1970 they were down 97); sopho-
more segistrations were up 792 (ver-
sus oniy p 34 a year ago); junior fig-
ures &re up 1,352 (in 1970 they were
up 8(:8); senior toals were up 752 (as
agairst 682 in 1970); and only grad
students as a general category is down
in the 1971 tabulations, down 179. In
the 1970 poll, graduate students were
up 424 over the previous year's figures,

Thus it appears that journalism pro-
grams will continue to turn out record
numbers of students for the mass me-
dia, at least for the next several years,
Whether or not the figures will begin
leveling off only time will tell,

A table compiled by Peterson on
enrollment data from campuses
throughout the United States begins
on page 56.
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