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ABSTRACT

The course outlined in this guide offers an in-depth
look at the political left and right, including characteristics held
by the extreme left and right, related social and economic theories,
and the differences between theory and practice. The students will
read and discuss viewpoints illustrative of a cross section of
ideological positions and examine past and present mass movements
having an ideological basis. At all points, the students are
encouraged to redefine and crystallize their own rpolitical
philosophies. The course is designed for grades 10 through 12, and
intended to fit into a quinmester program. Among the course goals are
that students will: 1) distinguish among positions aleng the
political spectrum; Z) didentify common characteristics shared by the
extreme left and right; 3) critically examine the traditional use of
terminology, labeling, and categcrizing associated with contemporary
ideological thought; #4) make the following generalization--that the
American political system tolerates the examination of a wide range
of viewpoints; and, 5) develop their own political ghilosophies and
recognize the conseguences of the implementation of those
philosophies. A wide variety of learning activities and materials are
utilized. The materials section of the guide includes several
resources for the teacher. (Author/JLB)
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Appendix A

KEY TO SOCIAL ATTITUDE INVENTORY

There are sixteen items for the measurement of R and thirty-two items for
the measurement of T; . some items are used for measuring both dimensions. Some
items in the scale are 'filler' items and are not scored at all. As regards
scoring, the R scale is always scored in the radical direction. For items
marked R+ in the key, agreement (+ or ++) is scored 1, and any other response o.
The T scale is always scored in the tenderminded direction. For items marked
T+, agreement (+ or ++) is scored 1, and any other response o. For items
marked T-, disagreement (- or --) is scored 1 and any other response o. The
range of scores in the T scale is from O to 32; the range of scores in the R .
scale is from O to 16,

SCORING TO SOCIAL ATTITUDE INVENTORY

- 26. T- 51. T-
2. - 27. R+ T- 52. R+ T+
3. - 28, - 53. T+
4. R+ 29. R-. 54. -
5. = : 30. T- 55. -
6. - 31. T- 56. T+
7. R- 32. - 57. ™+
8. T- - 33. T+ *.58. T-
9, T- 3., - ‘ 59. -
10. R- 35. - : 60. -
11. R~ 36. T- ' (many answers are not scored. This
12. T- 37. R- is to insure test validity.)
13. R- 38. T- e |
14. T- 39, - | =
15. - 40.
16. - 41, T-
17. T- . 42,
18. 43. T-
19. T- 44, -
20. T+ . 45, -
21, 46. T+
22. 47.
. 23, 48.
24, 49, T-
25. . 50. -~




Tough
t 6
7 Fascists

Communists 8 0

o . 9
10

11
12
13

13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Socialists {g ‘Conservatives
189 Liberals

19

20

21

Tender

Figure 10: Empirically deten;tined positions of Communists, Socialists, Liberals

Conservatives, and Fascists on two main dimensions.

In comparing these scores with those -of members of various political groups,
the reader will £ind Figure 10 useful. In this are shown the actual mean scores
of Communists, Pascists, Socialists, Liberals, and Conservatives on the R and

T scales. By entering his own score on this table, the reader will be able to

see how he stands with respect to the major political organizatious in this
country. -

Below are given sixty statements which represent widely-held opinions on
various social questions, s]alected from speeches, books, newspapers, and other
sources. They were chosen’in such a way that most people are likely to agree
with some, and to disagree with others,

After each statement, you are requested to record your personal opinion
regarding it. ‘You should use the following system of marking:

++ if you strongly agree with the statement

+ if you agree on the whole _
0 if you can't decide for or against, or if you think the question is

worded in such a way that you can't give an answer.
- if you disagree on the whole ' .
-- if you strongly disagree '

Please answer frankly. Remember this is not a test; there are no 'right’
or 'wrong answers. The answer required is your own personal opinion. Be sure
not to omit any questions. The questionnaire is anonymous, SO please do not
sign your name. Do not consult any other person while you are giving your

answers.

Opinion Statements Your Opinion

1. The nation exists for the benefit of the individuals composing it,
not the individuals for the benefit of the nation.
2, Colored people are innately inferior to white people.
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13.

14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.

20.

21.
. 22,
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

30.

-0 O 0~

Opinion Statements cont'd Your Opinion

War is inherent in human nature.

Ultimately, private property should -be abolished and complete
Socialism introduced.

Persons with serious hereditary defects and diseases should
be compulsorily sterilized.

In the interests of peace, we must give up part of our national
sovereignty.

Production and trade should be free from govermment interference.

Divorce laws should be altered to make divorce easier.

The so-called underdog deserves little sympathy or help from
-guccessful people.

Crimes of violence should be purushed by flogging

The nationalization of the great industries is likely to lead
to inefficiency, bureaucracy and stagnation,

Men and women have the right to find out whether they are sexually
suited before marriage (e.g.,by trial marriage).

'My country right or wrong' is a saying which expresses a
fundamentally desirable attitude.

The average man can live a good enough life without religion.

It would be a mistake to have colored people as foremen over
whites.

People should realize that their greatest obligation is to
their family.

There is no survival of any kind after death.

The death penalty is barbaric, and should be abolished.

There may be a few exceptions, but in general, Jews are
pretty much alike.

The dropping of the first atom bomb on a Japanese city, killing
thousands of innocent women and children, was morally
wrong and incompatible with our kind of civilization.

Birth control, except when recommended by a doctor, should be
made 111egal

People suffering from incurable diseases should have the choice of
being put to death painlessly. .

Sunday-observance 'i's 01d-Fashioned, and should cease to govern
our behavior.

Capitalism is immoral because it exploits the worker by fdiling
to give him full value for his productive labor.

We should believe W1t:hout question all that we are taught by
the Church.

A person should be free to take his own life, if he wishes to
do so, without any interference from society.

Free love between men and women should be encouraged as
a means towards mental and physical health.

Compulsory military training in peace-time is essential for
the survival of this country.

Sex crimes, such as rape and attacks on children, deserve more than
mere imprisonment; such criminals ought to be flogged or worse.

A white lie is often a good thing.
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Opinion Statements cont'd Your Opinion

The idea of God is an invention of the human mind.

It is wrong that men should be permitted greater sexual

freedom than women by society.

The Church should attempt to increase its influence on the

life of the nation.

Conscientious objectors are traitors to their country

and should be treated accordingly. :

The'laws against abortion should be abolished.

Most religious people are hypocrites.

Sex relations except in marriage are always wrong.

European refugees should be left to fend for themselves.

Only by going back to religion can civilization hope to survive.
It is wrong to punish a man if he helps another country because
he prefers it to his own.

It is just as well that the struggle of life t:ends to weed out
those who cannot stand the pace.

In taking part in any form of world organization,.this countryshould
make certain that none of its independence and power is lost.
Nowadays, more and more people are prying into matters which do
not concern them.

All forms of discrimination against the colored races,the Jews,
etc., should be made illegal, and subject to heavy penalties.
It is right and proper that re11g10us education in schools shculd
be compulsory.

Jews are as valuable citizens as any other group.

Our treatment of criminals is too harsh; we should try to cure

" them, not punish them.

The Church is the main bulwark opposing the evil trends in
modern society.

There is no harm in traveling occasionally without a ticket,

if you can get away with it, ’

The Japanese are by nature a cruel people.

Life is so short that a man is 1uet:if1ed in enjoying himself as
much as he can.

An occupation by a foreign power is better than war. _
Christ was divine, wholly or partly in a sense different from
other men.

1t would be best to keep colored people in their own districts
and schools, in order to prevent too much contact with whites..
Homosexuals re hardly better than criminals, and ought to be

9 geverely Hunished.

The universe was created by God.

Blood sports-like fox-hunting, for instance - are vicious and
cruel, and should be forbidden.

The maintenance of internal order within the nation is more
important than ensuring that there is complete freedom for all.
Every person should have complete faith in some supernatural
power whose decision he obeys without question.

The practical man is of more use to society than the thinker.
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APPENDIX B

The Political Spectrum

How is society organized to make and enforce rules?

" Anarchy Democratic republic Totalitarianism
The Economic Spectrum
How are the Soc{ety's resources divided?
Goods shared Public and Private Laissez-faire
ownership and control capitalism

in common

<+

L L

The Social Spectrum

How do society's rules affect your daily life (family, church,school)?

A balance between

No set stan&ards
freedom and order .

or mores

L J

- A1l aspects of life

are regulated
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APPENDIX C
HITLER'S THEORIES:

The nature and aims of Nazism can be found in the speeches of Adolf Hitler
made long before he came to power. Those who treated him with disdain or indif-
ference were soon shocked by the enthusiastic support he won for his cause.
Hitler was a spellbinding orator and a masterly political organizer who combined
socialism and nationalism in his appeal for mass support. The National Socialism
German Workers Party vowed to avenge the humiliation of 1918 and restore Germany
to prosperity and power.

At the center of Hitler's political creed was the pseudoscientific doctrine
of the master race - the superior Germans needed room for expansion; the inferior
Slavs would have to be exterminated or enslaved. Hitler fanned the German hatred
of the Jews using them as a scapegoat for all the-ills of Germany. He well
realized that his utterances did not have to be true as much as they had to be
emotionally appealing. What the German people needed and wanted he believed,
was strength and leadership, not lengthy democratic discussions.

Hitler was able to win the support of many Germans, among whom were men of'
great power and wealth. During the economic depression and the political chaos
of the early 1930's, millions flocked to his banner and looked to him for salva-
tion. In 1932 he had the largest party in the German Reichstag (the lower house
of the German legislature), though not a majority. His assumption of the
Chancellorship in January 1933 was but a_prelude to absolute dictatorship. Once
in power, Hitler was as good as his" word, and the brutality of his regime did

-

not seem to detract from his support. -

In the following selections Hitler's theories are presented in excerpts from
his speeches.

Force and Struggle

In a speech delivered at Essen on November 22,1926, Hitler said, "The
fundamental motif through all the centuries has been the principle that force
and power are the determining factors. All development is struggle. Only force
rules. Force is the first law. A struggle has already taken place between
.original man and his primeval world. Only through struggle have states and the
world become great. If one should ask whether this struggle is gruesome, then
the only answer could be: For the weak, yes, for humanity as a whole, no...

"Unfortunately, the contemporary world stresses internationalism instead of
the innate values of race; democracy and the majority instead of the worth of-
the great leader. Instead of everlasting struggle the world preaches cowardly
pacifism and everlasting peace. These three thiings;, considered in the light of
their ultimate consequences, are the causes of the downfall of all humanity.

The practical result of conciliation among nations is the renunclatlon of a
people's own strength and their voluntary enslavement..." ', '
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At Munich, March 15, 1929: "If men wish to live, then they are forced to
kill others. The entire struggle for survival is a conquest of the means of

existence, which in turn results in the elimination of others from the same sources

of subsistence. As long as there are peoples on this earth, there will be nations
against nations and they will be forced to protect their vital rights in the same
way .as the individual is forced to protect his rights.

"One is either the hammer or the anvil. We confess that it is our purpose
to prepare the German people again for the role of the hammer. For ten years
we have preached, and our deepest concern is: Now can we again achieve power?

We admit freely and openly that if our movement is victorious, we will be concerned
day and night with the question of how to produce the armed forces which are for- -

bidden us by the peace treaty (Treaty of Versailles). We solemnly confess that
we consider everyone a scoundrel who does not try day and night to figure out a
way to violate this treaty, for we have never recognized this treaty...

"We will take every step which strengthens our arms, which augments the
number of our forces, and which increases the strength of our people.

"“"We confess further that we will dash anyone to pieces who should dare to
hinder us in this undertaking...Our rights will never be represented by others.
Our rights will be protected only when the German Reich is again supported by
the point of the German dagger." '

Leadership

At Nuremberg, September 14, 1935: "We will harden ourselves to such an extent
that any stom'will find us strong. We will never forget that the sum total of
all virtues and all strength can be effective only when it is subservient to one
will and to one command... Nothing is possible unless one will commands, a will
which has to be obeyed by others, beginning at the top and ending only at the very
bottom... '

"We must train our people so that whenever someone has been appointed to
command, the others will recognize it as their duty to obey him, for it can happen
that an hour later they will be called upon to command and they can do it then
only if others in turn obey. This is the expression of an authoritarian state,
not of a weak, babbling democracyjof an authoritarian state where everyone is
proud to obey, because he knows: I will likewise be obeyed when I must take
command."

The St_xperioritx of Aryans

At Munich, April 2, 1927: "We see before us the Aryan race which is...the’
bearer of all culture. the true representative of all humanity. All inventions
in the field of transportation must be credited to the members of a particular
race. Our entire industrial science is without exception the work of the Nordics.
A1l great composers from Beethoven to Richard Wagner are Aryans, even though they
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were born in Italy or France. Do not say that art is international. The tango, -
the shimmy, and the jazzband are international but they are not art. Man owes
everything that is of any importance to the principle of struggle and to one race
which has carried itself forward successfully. Take away the Nordic Germans and
nothing remains..." :

At Munich, November 21, 1927: "From all the innumerable creatures a complete
species rises and becomes the master of the rest. Such a one is man - the most
brutal, the most resolute creature on earth. He knows nothing but the extermina-
tion of his enemies in the world... This struggle, this battle, has not been
carried on by all men in the same way. Certain species stand out, and at the top
of the list is the Aryan. The Aryan has forged the weapons with which mankind
has made itself master of the animal world. There is scarcely anything in exist- '
ence which when traced back to its origin cannot claim an Aryan as its creator."

War and Expansion

At Munich, May 23, 1928: "We admit that for us the future of Germany does
not lie in a mechanical revision of frontiers. In such a case we would again be
forced to rely upon world trade, which in turn would make us -competitors of four
or five other states. That is no future. The National Socialist Movement extends
far beyond the deceitful level of such a ... conception. It is the champion of
that idea which claims that if we do not acquire more soil, then we shall some day
perish. We pursue no policy which will not secure the existence: of the people for
all time... I believe that I have e€nough energy to lead our people to war, and not
the revision of frontiers., but for the deliverance of our people in the most
distant future, so that our people acquire so much soil and territory that the
sacrifice in blood can be returned to posterity in four-fold measure."

Democracy

In a speech at Hamburg on August 17, 1934, Hitler said: "This parliamentary
democracy of ruin has at all times destroyed peoples and states. It does not

* express the will of the people, it serves only the ambition and interests of

conscienceless corrupters of the people, be they small or great.

"The effect of this kind of government in Germany was disastrous. From the

. time when this parliamentary democracy had finally and completely mastered the

nation there began a downfall in every sphere; not only in politiecs, in culture,
and in morals was Gemmany disintegrated and weakened, but even in the sphere of
economics those conditions were destroyed under which alone, in the last resort,
such an enormously complex and sensitive organism can flourish...

"But it is clear that this political disintegration of the body of a people
must necessarily mean the end of every authority. Without such an authority the
economic life of a people cannot function healthily." '

Culture

Hitler, in his conversation with Otto Strasser on May 21, 1930, is reported to have
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said, "There is no such thing as a revolution in art: There is only one eternal
art - the Greek-Nordic art, and all such terms as '"Dutch art," Italian grt,"
"German art," are merely misleading and just as foolish as it is to treat Gothic
as an individual form of art - all that is simply Nordic-Greek, and anything which
deserves the name of art can always only be Nordic-Greek... There is no such

thing as Chinese or Egyptian artj the Chinese and Egyptian peoples were of

mixed composition, and upon a Body belonging to a people of lower race there was
set a Nordic heead which alone created the masterpieces which today we admire as
Chinese or Egyptian art."

.Ereedom.and Peace

May Day Speech, 1939: "And with that I come to the problem of freedom in
general. Freedom, yes! So far as the interest of the community of the people
gives the individual freedom, it is given him. But at the point where his
freedom harms the interests of the community, at that point the freed m of
the individual ceases and the freedom of the people steps into its place. And
besides, in no state is intellectual achievement more highly valued than with us.
I believe that one can see that even in the leadership. We fancy that in Germany
there are, after all, men at the head of the state who in intellect can stand
comparison with the representatives of other states. But high above all the freedom of
the individual there is the freedom of our Reich; and the security of the German
Lebensraum (living space) is for us the supreme law. That we love peace I do
not need to stress...

"That I love peace appears perhaps most clearly from by work: in that
lies the difference between me and these warmongers. What am I creating and
what do these creatures do? I have here a great people, and for it I am
responsible. I try to make this people great and happy."
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