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ABSTRACT
Research studies agree that the teacher, above any

other factor, is the key tc successful reading instruction.
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CRITICAL ISSUES IN READING INSTRUCTION ANONG 3BLACK

DTCACKSRS AND STUDENTS: PERSCNNEL AND TRAINING
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She aforementioned findings suggest that a.iention must be paid to
the ways in which teachers can be better prepared to teach reading. '“hey
also suggest that it is futile tc look for simple panaceas indeypencent
of the teaching situation" (5, p.114).
Je nave substantiated the allegation that the teacher is the key to
the improvement of reading instruction. Where do we gO from here?
According to Fay(sgp.ll9), the Tirst and most obvious place is teacner
education."” To improve pupil achievement in reading, one should look
first at the teacher, paraprofessional, tutor, or volunteer and his traininge.
“"This, then, puts the responsibility sguarely upon the shoulders of those
who are engaged in teacher education, both pre- and in-service teachers
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This quality makes it imgerative that the teacher be "a master a4
zaker selecting this approaca and +hat paterial, using this device ov that
7er50n - paraproiessional or specialist - to insure that studentis are
progressing toward clearly defined goals" (5, p.119).

Teacher education prozraus in colleges and universities are cranzizngse.
Professional organizations as International Reading Association, Coliege
Reading Association and the national Reading Center, headed by competexnt
specialists, are working assiduously towaré preparing definitive voiuzmes on
the preparation of teachers and auxilliary persoanel to teach reading
ané reading-related activities. New developaents such as microicaciing,
self-analysis of one's own recorded teaching, pre- and in-service train-
ing, and competency based models for training teachers of reading
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future with optimism as trese elforts reiiect a more general feruent that
w1l cost certainly lead to change" (5, po. 120-121).
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.d training s the inciusion of characteristics in human relations and
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minority ethnic children will learn to read if they are taught and that ttey
wiil not learn ii they are approacihed as if they cannot leaxu. IS minority

Y,

ethnic children "axre taught, accepted, respected, and agproached as
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they are huten veings, +he average periorzance of these chilgdren may ap—
proach and evenutally reach the norm perforuance of other human beings wko
are so tauzat" (3, pe 1&8).

Teaching strategies and skills aore important. Teachers need to Xuow
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