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These pamphlets and newsletters are products of the

Reading Is Fundamental (RIF) program, which provides free and
inexpensive books to children through a variety oI community
organizations throughout the country. The newsletter appears monthly
and contains reports on specific programs, trends in the national
program, RIF involvement with other reading prograns, studies related
to the RIF program, and bcok reviews. It is designed as a
communication link between programs and provides Fpublicity for RIF
programs in communities. (AL)
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RIF Gets Gift

Of $5,000 from
Continental Oil

NEW YORK. N.Y. -- The Continental
Oil Company has given a grant of $5,000
to RIF to be used at the discretion of the
national office.

Inaletter to Mrs. Robert S. McNamara.
C. Howard Hardesty. Jr., Senior Vice
President of Continental Oil. wrote. “We
are impressed with the purpose of your
organization and the manner in which you
are working to accomplish your goals.

We look forward to working with your
organization and do not hesitate to ad-
vise if we can be of further help.”

West Virginia Project

The $5.000 grant will be allocated to
RIF in West Virginia. specifically to ex-
pand RIF in Mercer County. Peter P.
Ferretti. vice president of Consolidation
Coal Company, a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of Continental Oil in Bluefield,
is participating in the project.

Jeanne Young, RIF director in the
state, has volunteers ready to start on the
program, and there are also plans to co-
ordinate with the new library in Blue-
field when it is buift. Presently, Mr.
Ferretti cees RIF working in the future

Qnth library bookmobiles, dividing them
&> o that books for loan are in a part of the

=)
S

vehicle and RIF books in another.
Announcement of the grant and ex-

pansion plans for RIF in West Virginia

will be made to the public shortly in Blue-

field when Mrs. McNamara and Miss Young

meet with Mr. Ferretti and others there.
RIF hopes to get going in Mercer

County as quickly as possible so that dis-

tributions can begin by the next school

year.
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Thousands More Children Served
As 8 New RIF Projects Start

WASHINGTON, D.C. — New Reading
Is Fundamental projects. large and small,
are springing up around the country with
eight new ones just starting. Total RIF
progranis now number 18, and a San Fran-
cisco project is in the planning stage with
Friends of the Library as sponsor.

With support from the Advertising
Council { zee storv on P. 4, Col 3), many
more new projects are expected to
mushroom.

The variety of funding is indicative of
the perseverance, imagination, dedication
and verve of “true believers” in RIF who
are working overtime to get books into
the hands of children.

New projects are:
Baldwin Park, Calif. — With the pilot

Job Corps Seeking
RIF Aid to Set Up
Reading Centers

WAUHINGTON, D.C. — Reading Is
Fundamental in Washington will make
presentations in Atlanta and Seattle this
summer to two workshops attended by
reading instructors from 60 Job Corps
Centers representing the 50 states.

Eager to make paperback books avail-
able to participants in the program,W. C.
Young and Charles Nalley of the Labor
Department’s Job Corps staff, asked RIF
to take part in the workshops. The capi-
tal’s RIF Director, Eleanor Smollar, and
her assistant, Malcolm J. Taylor, Jr., will
show instructors how a RIF program can
be effectively used, demonstrating with
RIF books and other materials.

The results should be RIF programs at
individual centers, including book distri-
butions and establishment of libraries.

1

program a success, the Baldwin Park
Women’s Club has voted to support a two-
year project for four target schools next
year. The pilot is presently distributing
five books each to third-grade children.
Mrs. Lester Dimon. club Education Chair-
man, reports that monies for the project
are being raised through individual dona-
tions, community events and Title I funds.

Beattyville, Ky. — With the Women's
Club as primary funding source, a pro-
gram for 80 pre-schoo! children is in oper-
ation. Mrs. Carol Kincaid, director of the
Lee County Rural Child Care Project,
aided by Mrs. Jean Townsend, a student
from Lees Junior College, are taking the
lead on the project.

East Los Angeles, Calif. — A special
grant of $10,000 to RIF by IBM Corpora-
tion is funding a bilingual RIF experimen-
tal project in four Los Angeles elementary
schools attended by children of Spanish-
speaking parents. Dr. Julian Nava, Presi-
dent of the Los Angeles Board of Educa-
tion, designated the schools where the
experiment began this month and will
continue through the summer.

Key Part of Study

Leo Aparicio, Director, Title VII Bi-
lingual Education Program for Los Angeles
schools, is in charge of the project. Itis a
key part of a RIF study for the Spanish-
speaking population made possible by a
grant from the National Endowment for
the Humanities. The study is being con-
ducted by Leveo Sanchez, president of
Development Associates, Inc., of Wash-
ington, D.C.

Hartford, Conn. — A $§70,000 RIF
project starts this summer sponsored by
the Hartford Public Library and funded
by the local Model Cities Program. A

(continued on p. 2)




Gulf Oil Grant Aids Pittsburgh
In Home Reading Experiment

Mrs. Austina Bradley, Director of RIF in Pittsburgh, accepts a check for $1,000 from
Dr. Alex Lewis, Senior Vice President, Gulf Oil Corporation. Looking on are Mrs.
Edward T. Eddy, wife of the President of Chatham College, and Vernon Simms,
Special Assistant to the Executive Director of the Urban League.

PITTSBURGH. PA. -- The Gulf Oil
Corporation has given RIF in Pittsburgha
$1.000 grant to help fund an experi-
mental Home Reading Program started
in April. The experiment ends this month.

Mrs. Austina V. Bradley. Pittsburgh
RIF director. said results were encourag-
ing thus far.

Forty-seven children. pupils at an ele-
mentary school in a “‘typically deprived
area’” where parents are not participating
in RIF activities, are presently visited at
home oncc weekly by a member of an 11-
man team of students and RIF staffers.
The idea is to encourage and help the chil-
dren read RIF books they choose at
monthly school distributions. Two books
are selected at each.

*“We decided to try this program.” Mrs.
Bradley said, “because the children need
help beyond RIF distributions.

“The home atmosphere is such that the
children and parents are not really in
touch. We have found that in some cases.
parents are not even aware that their chil-
dren have books.”

To compensate for this situation. a stu-
dent team of eight was recruited from the
University of Pittsburgh and from Cha-
tham and Allegheny Community colleges.

Mrs. Bradley. Mrs. Lavera Brown. her as-
sistant. and Mrs. Florence Diggs. super-
visor of the Home Program. make it a
team of |1 persons who spend 45 min-
utes to an hour once a week with each
of the 47 children.

Students — in education and sociology
— are paid $2.25 an hour for their work
which includes a weekly evening session
at a reading clinic supervised by Dr.
Joseph Mahoney. of the Reading Lab at
the University of Pittsburgh, and where
Dr. Vivien Richmond, of Chatham Col-
lege, also consults. A different speaker -
a librarian. a storyteller who knows how
to pique a child’s interest, and other spe-
cialists — discusses problems the team
finds on daily rounds.

Mrs. Bradley emphasizes that this is
not a “‘teaching program” but a motiva-
tional one. A team member begins by
reading with the child the RIF book he
has chosen, helping him over the rough
spots. Dr. Mahoney cautions that if a
child is stumped by 20 or more words on
a page, he cannot comprehend. Rather,
he is frustrated, and the better way to
reach him is to talk to him about his in-
terests. That accomplished, team mem-

(continued on p. 3)
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New RIF P ojects

(continued from p. 1)

commission composed of representatives
of the Hartford Public Library. Board of
Education. Model Neighborhoods, Educa-
tional Task Force and community resi-
dents will be in charge. Edwin G. Jackson.
Hartford Librarian. and Helen Canfield.
Supervisor of Work with Children. head
the committee to imple ment the program
for 4.000 children in grades I through 8.

Playgrounds and recreation centers will
be covered by two bookmobiles.

Monroe, Mich. — Ray Bottom. former
principal in Monroe public schools. started
a RIF project after reading an article
about it. With S900 in Title I funds. ap-
proximately 1.500 children in two schools
are getting RIF books.

Mr. Bottom reports great enthusiasm
for RIF and is now discussing RIF expan-
sion at a number of other Monroe schools.

Niagara Falls, N.Y. — Having read about
RIF in the Ladies Hone Journal. Mrs.
Roma Turner. teacher-coordinator for the
Community Educational Center here, ob-
tained Title 11 (Urban Education) funds
for a RIF summer project serving about
250 children. She is also trying to raise
funds from other sources to enlarge the
program which is based at Friendship
House, recreation center.

Racine, Wis. — A pilot program. fund-
ed by the American Association of Uni-
versity Women, Unified School District
#1, and by private donations. has proved
a success for the 32 pupils at third-grade
level in Garfield School. and will con-
tinue in Racine.

Mrs. Ruby Jackson. RIF director here.
reports that the children. alerted to the
first distribution by imaginative bulletin
boards. “responded to the large display of
RIF books in awe. then in excitement as
they realized they could indeed choose a
book and, as one child said, ‘keep it
forever.” ™

Garfield School Principal Roger Jones
commented, “The follow-up activitie. are
providing a rich experiment in language
and reading.”

Syracuse, N.Y. — The RIF project here
serving 19 public schools and nine paro-
chial schools started with wide coverage
in the press and on radio and television.
More than 11,000 children in grades |
through 6 are receiving their first books,
for a total of five each in a school year.

(continued on p. 4)
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Continental Bank Leads Drive
To Establish RIF in Chicago

CHICAGO - The Continental lllinois
National Bank. working through its
Foundation. is taking the lead in getting a
RIF project for schoolchildren here un-
derway. James F. Cooke, Vice President
and Director of Civic Affairs. was host at
a lunch last montl: where Mrs. Robert S.
McNamara gave a presentation of RIF to
25 persons representing industry. banking.
publishing. utilities, and community
organizations.

Barbara Atkinson. Assistant Directct
of RIF, who accompanied Mrs. McNamara.
reports that the idea of Reading Is Funda-
mental projects for Chicago was enthusi-
astically received. “If enthusiasm has any-
thing to do with a RIF program becoming
a reality.” Mrs. Atkinson said, “Chicago
should be blossoming in a very short time.™

Attending the lunch were: Laplois
Ashford. Executive Director. Chicago
Urban League: Mrs. Alan Boyd; Charles E.
Curry, Manager, Community Affairs,
Quaker Oats Co.; William Clark. Assis-
tant to the Publisher, Chicago Tribune;
Peggy Constantine. Chicago Sun-Times:
Aubrey O. Cookman, Director, Public
Affairs, Universal Qil Products Co.; Ken
Darre. Director. Special Events, Mont-
gomery Ward & Co.; Philip T. Drotning.
Director. Urban Affairs, Standard Oil Co.
(Indiana).

Charles Ebersold, Assistant to the
President. Illinois Bell Te'2phone Co.;
John J. Egan, Container Corporation of
America Foundation; William G. Klupar,

RIF Newsletter
Smithsonian Institution
Arts and Industries Building
Washington. D.C. 20560
(202) 381-6117

Mrs. Robert S. McNamara
Chairman. National Advisory
Board

Jerrold Sandler
Executive Director

Barbara Atkinson
Assistant Director

Manager. Community Relations and Pub-
lications. Peoples Gas Co.: Mrs. Ferd
Kramer. League of Women Voters of
Illinois: Reverend and Mrs. Richard A.
Lawtence: Charles Levy. Charles Levy
Circulating Co.: Warren A. Logelin. Vice
President. Amsted Industries. Inc.
Arthur R. McQuiddy. Director. Public
Affairs. Internationa! Harvester: Robert
H. McRae. The Chicago Community Trust;
Robert F. McShane. Commonwealth Edi-
son Co.: Joseph J. Palen. Coordinator.
Community Affairs. Signode Corp.: Col
Ralph R. Springer. Manager. Public Af-
fairs. Chicago Association of Commerce
and Industry: Ruth Tarbox. American Li-
brary Association; Hugh R. Tassey. Di-
rector. Educational and Community Ser-
vices, Montgomery Ward & Co.: Mrs.
Harry Weese: Lloyd E. Williams. Vice
President. Public Affairs. Container Cor-
poration of Amenica: Mrs. Norman
Anderson. Citizens Information Service.

RIF Pilot in Washington
Testing Program in
Community Parks

WASHINGTON. D.C. — Continuing to
experiment in getting books intc the hands
of children. the local RIF project here has
contracted with the National Capital Area
Park Service to provide a 10-week Book-
mobile program this summer at commu-
nity parks in the inner city.

If successful. the pilot program could
be the forerunner of a nationwide RIF
type of program as part of the National
Parks program called Parks for All
Seasons.

Other Park Programs

Malcolm J. Taylor. Jr.. with two assis-
tants, will coordinate tte pilot program,
using the RIF Bookmobile.

His operation will include both books
for loan and RIF books to give to chil-
dren to keep as their own.

In addition, RIF has ordered books for
the following Park Service programs —
Sports and Family Activities. Nature and
Environment. Drama, Spanish Festival.
Total cost for the program is about
$5.500.
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Dwight Yellen to Help
In RIF Distribution

NEW YORK. N.Y. — Dwight Yellen.
president of Select Magazines. Inc.. and
chairman of BIPAD (Bureau of Indepen-
dent Publishers and Distributors). is RIF’s
latest volunteer in a vital area — the efti-
cient and speedy handling of paperback
book orders from local RIF projects
throughout the country.

“Delays in shipments of books have
held up distributions and discouraged
many RIF volunteers.” Mrs. Robert S.
McNamara said. “Mr. Yellen's help is most
welcome. and we are most grateful for it.
We look forward to working with him.

Mr. Yellen. who said paperback whole-
salers are uniquely set up to handle RIF
book orders. will organize a pilot opera-
tion to isolate the problems of local RIF
projects.

He hopes to produce both a RIF Man-
ual of Operations for distribution to
wholesalers and inform distributors about
RIF. thus speeding local orders for books.

Gulf Oil Gift

(continued from p. 2)
bers search RIF stocks to find books of
direct interest to the child.

“We see changes taking place.” Mrs.
Bradley said. “The children look forward
to the visits. and their parents — perhaps
for the first time — become involved in
the child’s learning. On my way through
the neighborhood one afiernoon. I heard
awoman say to another. ‘The RIF reader
is coming today. I've made some cookies
and Kool-Aid for him.” Another mother
called to report that ‘LeRoy cried and
cried because John didn’t come.” John.
the reader. was sick that day.”

Reading was especially difficult in one
apartment because of dim light. To econ-
omize on electricity, the family uses the
smallest bulbs available.

“We have a fund forsuch contingen-
cies and the team member brought a larger
bulb. It’s called ‘Elizabeth’s Reading
Light Bulb’ and it is used only when
Elizabeth reads,” Mrs. Bradley related.

Each child has his small “New Words
Notebook.™ a game now, with most chil-
dren eager to have as longa list as p ossi-
ble. They know they must really know
the word before it is entered in the
ledger.




BOOK REVIEW

RIF has been working to stimulate the
writing and publishing of pertinent books
for Mexican-American. Puerto Rican.
American Indian. Appalachian. black
urban and rural elementary schoolchil-
dren. as well as helping to create the de-
mand. and thus the market. for relevant
books in inexpensive. paperback editions.

In her speech at the International
Reading Association. Mrs. McNamara
commented. “We are working hard to per-
suade publishers. who should know bet-
ter, that hardcover books costing $3.95.
relevant or not. will have a small market
indeed among poor people. But the poor
would probably buy thein if the books
were in 50-cent. paperback editions.

“We are now creating a market for the
inexpensive paperback; we hope that pub-
lishers and distributors will return the
compliment and print the books and get
them into the communities where they
will sell. It is certainly in their own
dollars-and-cents interest to do so.”

Publishers are beginning to respond to
the increased demand for element::y
school level books for black children. Fol-
lowing are some new titles in paperback:
- Black Is Beautiful by Ann McGovemn —

Scholastic 60¢
+ John Henry by Ezra Jack Keats — Scho-

lastic 65¢
- Stevie by John Steptoe — Scholastic

75¢
- Jasper the Drummin’ Boy by Margaret

Taylor Burroughs — Young Readers

Press. Inc. 504
+  What Mary Jo Wanted by Janice May

Udry — Young Readers Press. Inc. 75¢
+ Evan’s Corner by Elizabeth Starr Hill —-

Holt. Rinehart & Winston (Owlet

Book) §1.45
+ A Certain Small Shepherd by Rebecca

Caudell — Holt, Rinehard & Winston

(Owlet Book) S1.35
* Dead End School by Robert Coles —

Dell Publishing Co. (Yearling Book)

75¢

Black Is Beautiful is a picture book for
all ages. In poetic language and in photo-
graphs, the book creates the image of
black as beautiful.

John Henry. a picture book telling the
story of the mighty Negro hero of Amer-
ican folklore — the man “born with a
hammer in his hand™ who challenged the

new steam drill to a contest of strength.

Stevie was written and illustrated by
John Steptoe. a young black artist. when
he was only 17. Since then he has written
Uptown. reviewed in the first issue of RIF
Newsletter. A new book. Train Ride is
scheduled for Fall publication. Stevie is
about a boy. Robert, who resents the
younger Stevie who has come to stay at
Robert’s house. Robert sces Stevie as only
a pest until Stevie’s mother and father
send Stevie away. It is then that Robert
begins to miss him and thinks that Stevie
wasn’t such a nuisance after all. This is a
book of special interest and is pertinent
to the experiences of black children.

Jasper the Drummin’ Boy is about a
little black boy whose mother wanted him
to be a concert pianist — except that
Jasper wants to be a drummer. like his
father's father. He getsinto all sorts of
trouble because of his need to be drum-
min’ during his free ti.ne. His talent is at
last appreciated and his dream is fulfilled.
He gets to take <rumming lessons.

What Maey 2o Wanted is a simple story
of alitile black g:t who wants a puppy
and proves how responsible she can be by
taking very special care of her little dog.

Evan’s Corner is about a little black
boy who longs for a place he can call his
own. In a two-room flat. where he lives
with his parents. three sisters and two
brothers. this is quite a problem. But his
mother points out there are eight corners
in the apartment. one foreach member
of the family and Evan immediately picks
the best corner. the only one with a win-
dow, and fills it with his things. Spending
much of his time alone in his corner. he
finds that something is missing. With his
mother’s help, he learns the satisfaction
that comes from sharing.

A Certain Small Shepherd is a Christ-
mas story, set in Appalachia.about a
mute child and a black couple who seek
shelter while their baby is born.

Dead End School. the story of Jim,
and his mother who leads a neighborhood
protest against the dilapidated condition
of the local school.

Additional new ethnic titles in paper-
back are scheduled for this summer and
fall of this year. They will be reviewed in
RIF Newsletter as soon as they are
published.
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Ad Council OKs
RIF on Public
Affairs Roster

NEW YORK. N.Y. -- Reading Is Funda-
mental will be included in the Public Ser-
vice Advertising Bulletin of The Adver-
tising Council in its issue of September-
October 1971. RIF won approval for this
important area from the Bulletin Accep-
tance Committee of the Council’s board
of directors this past April.

Approval by the Council for listing in
its Bulletin means that media — print.
radio. television — will be advised that
RIF has met the Councils criteria and
that editors and station owners and man-
agers may include RIF’s advertising cam-
paign in the public service space or time
they give free of charge.

Top Market Areas

Any public service organization which
seeks this essential endorsement by the
Council must meet its strict measure-
ments. not only in goals that are nation-
wide. but also in its budgeting. The
Council has a number of major campaigns
such as The American Red Cross. Traffic
Safziy, Urban Coalition. etc.

As 1newcomei, RIF will not have
major project standing but will be one
of those definad as *““additional public
service themes to which media and ad-

vertisers may wish to give extra support.”
Important to understand is that no

publication or radio or television station
is obliged to donate space or time to any
campaign. RIF is hopeful. however. that
its radio and television spots and its print
ads will be sufficiently compelling to win
approval by publishers and broadcasters.

The initial plans for RIF’s campaign
cover the top 100 market areas. The cam-
paign will be created by an advertising
agency, one that RIF hopes to attract for
a voluntary public service campaign.

New RIF Projects

(continued from p. 2)

Announcing the program were Mrs.
Bernice Robertson, Coordinator, School
Volunteer Program. Dr. Donald Lammers,
Assistant Director of Special Projects. and
Mrs. Charles Ross. clairman of RIF in
Syracuse.

Title 1 funds totaling $32.000 will sup-
port the project this year. Mrs. Robertson
reports, “Volunteers have been fabulous.™
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TV Debut on
David Frost

RIF made its national televicion debut
this month when Mrs. Robert S. McNamara

was interviewed on The David Frost Show.

Lugging her heavy bag of books on
stage because ‘“‘people should see our
books,”” Mrs. McNamara told how RIF
was founded and what itdoes. When
David Frost asked her if she had a final
word to say to viewers who wanted to
start their own RIF projects, Mrs.
McNamara’s sign-off was, “Yes, indeed.
Write to me at RIF, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, Washington.”

The David Frost Show is seen in 75
cities. The program with Mrs. McNamara
was seen Thursday, Aug. 26, in:
Atlanta, Ch. 5; Baltimore, Ch. 13; Boston,
Ch. 4; Chicago, Ch. 5; Cincinnati, Ch. 12;

Cleveland, Ch. 5; Columbus, Ch. 6; Dallas/

Ft. Worth, Ch. 39; Dayton, Ch. 22; De-
troit, Ch. 50; Houston, Ch. 2; Lancaster,
Pa., Ch. 8; Los Angeles, Ch. 11; Miami,
Ch. 4; Monterey, Calif., Ch. 46; New
Haven, Ch. 8; New York, Ch. 5; Philadel-
phia, Ch. 3; Pittsburgh, Ch. 2; Reno, Ch.
4; Washington, D.C., Ch. 5; Youngstown,
0.,Ch. 27.

The list of other cities and dates where
it will be seen later follows:

September 1: Burlington, Vt., Ch. 3;
September 2: Bangor, Ch. 2; Buffalo,
Ch. 2; Champaign/Urbana, Ill., Ch. 15;
Erie, Ch. 35; Henderson/Las Vegas, Ch. §;
Indianapolis, Ch. 4; Jacksonville, Ch. 4;
Kansas City, Mo., Ch. 5; Louisville, Ch.
41; Milwaukez, Ch. 6; New Bern/Green-
ville, N.C., Ch. 12; Phoenix, Ch. 10; Port-
land, Me., Ch. 6; Portland, Ore., Ch. 12;
Portsmouth, Va., Ch. 10; Providence, Ch.
10; Rochester, N.Y., Ch. 13; San Diego,
Ch. 10; Schenectady, Ch. 6; Seattle/
Tacoma, Ch. 11; Springfield, Iil., Ch. 20;
Tucson, Ch. 4.

(continued on p.3)
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Advertising Campaign for RIF
Gives Pinocchio Starring Role

The public-service ad vertising cam-
paign for Reading Is Fundamental gets
underway in September, its theme: “If
America is to grow up thinking, Reading
Is Fundamental.”

Created by the Al Paul Lefton Co., the
advertising agency that volunteered to de-
sign RIF's campaign, print advertisements
and radio and television commercials fea-
ture a lively Pinocchio urging the public
to ““find out what you and RIF cando in
your community.”

RIF’s goal is to move individuals and
organizations to establish RIF projects in
their own communities, and to win busi-
ness support.

The campaign was made possible by
The Advertising Council which approved
RIF for public-service advertising time
and space on television and radio and in
magazines. The Council’s Public Service
Advertising Bulletin will list RIF for such
time and space in the months of Septem-
ber and October.

Mrs. Robert S. McNamara, RIF’s na-
tional chairman, has initially bolster d the
ad campaign with personal calls on broad-
cast executives at ABC, CBS, NBC, Group
W and Metromedia, and on publishers of

How You Can Help
RIF's Ad Campaign

Your local television and radio
stations should have RIF’s commer-
cials. You can telephone, or write,
or pay a call on station heads in your
area and urge them to use the com-
mercials in public-service time. If for
some reason they have not received
the commercials and wish to use
them, telephone RIF (202) 381-6117
with the exact names and addresses.
RIF will get the commercials to
them.

J S

mass-circulation magazines, to ask their
cooperation in using RIF’s ads.

Stephen E. Kelly, President of the
Magazine Publishers Association, wrote to
the 400-some members of his organization
to ask them to back the RIF campaign,
and a number of broadcast executives will
send personal notes to TV and radio sta-
tions urging the use of RIF’s commercials.

The Al Paul Lefton Co. produced the
campaign in record time, starting with a
two-hour meeting with Mrs. McNamara
where her detaiied answers to questions
about RIF were recorded for Al Paul
Lefton, Jr., President of the agency;
Grayson Lathrop, Executive Vice Presi-
dent and General Manager; Herbert Rosen,
Account Executive; Richard Fskilson,
Creative Director. A few days later,
Messrs Lathrop. Rosen and Eskilson flew
to Washington to ask m« re questions of
RIF staff members and attend two book
distributions held in the park.

A week later, Dick Eskilson was ready
with commercials and ads. The agency's
Senior Art Director, Howard Antman,
had created an agile, appealing Pinocchio.
Ten days after that, print ads were being
completed and commercials recorded.

The TV commercials, done in 60-, 30-
and 20-second versions, open with a
swooshing sound of the sea as a fat whale
fills the screen. The whale opens his
mouth and Pinocchio hops out.

“Hi, folks,” he says. “I'm interrupting
my adventures to talk to you about kids
who don’t know my story.

“Boys and girls from homes without
books. Millioas of kids — black, white,
yellow, red . . . all races — don’t know
about me. Or Cinderella. Or real people
in books like Jim Thorpe, Martin Luther
King, or Juarez. Getting the books into
the hands of these boys and girls is what

{ continued on p. 4}
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In Anacostia, at the joint RIF-National Parks program, Coordinator Malcolm J. Taylor,
Jr., encourages children to read while Eleanor Smollar, D.C. Project Director, reads to
another group next to the “’smiling” tree Bookmobile.

Joint RIF-Parks Project
Serves 10,000 Children

About 10,000 children in ‘Washington,
D.C., were served by the joint RIF-
National Parks give-and-lend book pro-
gram this summer. Five thousand books
were distributed to children tokeep as
their own.

Coordinator of the 10-week. joint ven-
ture, Malcolm J. Taylor, Jr.. using his ex-
tensive community knowledge and ex-
perience. advertised the program with
hundreds of brightly colored leaflets.
These were distributed by RIF and Park
personnel in the neighborhoods of each
of the 10 locations where the Bookmobile
made weekly stops. The Bookmobile
carried the legend **Summer in the Parks —
Reading Is Fundamental.” and had rows
of “smiling” trees painted on the sides.

Children entered from the rear of the
Bookmotile, examined books on shelves,
chose those they wanted — either to kecp
or to borrow.

By the second week of the project,
youngsters were queued up for a block at
<ach location, waiting to give the Book-

mobile a loud welcome. Children in day
care centers, pre-school and other sum-
mer projects were brought by center
leaders to participate.

A visit to a community park any sum-
mer morning would find large groups of
childrer: clamoring for books. Once books
were chosen, groups split up with older
children reading to younger ones, young
children reading to each other, and
teachers reading to the pre-schoolers.

At one point or another during most
mornings. Malcolm Taylor, looking like
the Pied Piper, could be seen leading 25
to 30 pre-schoolers through traffic to the
park. If a pre-school teacher was absent
for any reason and the children were not
on hand. Mr. Tayior made certain the
young ones did not miss the weekly book
visit.

Another 4,000 books, selected from
the RIF list by D.C. Project Director
Eleanor Smollar for the National Parks
Caravan project, were also distributed
this summer to other D.C. children.

2 6

BOOK REVIEW

A unique Ethnic Drama Series, pub-
lished by New Dimensions Publishing Co..
Inc..anew firm, has been developed from
direct classroom experience. Dialogue is
contemporary. the language of the stu-
dents themselves portraying events in the
lives of historic figures.

Titles Follow

Each book. illustrated with action
photographs and written on a high-interest,
low reading level, makes history come
alive. Where RIF has used this material in
D.C. pilot projects. young people respond
with great enthusiasm.

Somie of the titles in paperbacks
(S1.00 each). Reading Level Grade 4-5.
Interest Level Grade 4-12, follow:

The Genius of Benjamin Banneker, by
John Hines: Bannekes, black mathemati-
cian and astronomer, played a major role
on the commission that surveyed the land
for the District of Columbia. The story
covers a period when the young winner
of a school science contest must prove
himself a second time to his skeptical
peers.

Crispus Attucks, by Thomas Anderson:
The story of a young black American pa-
triot killed in the Boston massacre of
March 5, 1770, while leading a group of
angry colonists protesting oppressive
conditions.

The Boyhood Adventures of Frederick
Douglass, by John Hines: The 16-year-old
Frederick, who masterminded a plan to
escape from a slave plantation, discovers
that he and his companions have been
betrayed, but he escapes with three
friends. Later, after extraordinary ad-
ventures, he returns to lead the others
to freedom.

Harriet Tubman, by Donald Smith:
This re-enacts the daring deeds and fero-
cious fight for freedom by the woman
who has come to be called the Moses of
her people. .

Luis Munioz Marin, by Juan Rodriquez:
The play dramatizes the views and strug-
gles, the vision and courage of the man
who became the first elected Governor
of Puerto Rico.

Martin Luther King, Jr.. by Nathan
Uwen: Drama of the life of young Martin
Luther King and his later achievements.

—Eleanor Smollar
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Test Proves Daily Use of Books
Sharply Spurs Reading Interest

A modest experiment sponsored by
RIF at the Adams public school in Wash-
ington, D.C., offers proof positive that
when children are exposed to books
daily - books they want, books they can
take home to read at will — interest in
books and reading dramatically rises.

With a grant of S1,000 given by an
interested Washington resident, RIF
tested paperback libraries in eight indi-
vidual Adams School classes.

Reading “Spurted™
Results reported by the eight teachers

involved include:

- Interest in reading ‘“‘spurted.”
Children “‘read a great deal more than
ever before.”

All teachers “‘read to the children many

more books than they had ever read to

them before.”

“No way they would have read that

much otherwise.”

Although no teacher claimed that all

children were stimulated to read “for

fun and interest,” they did feel that

*“for many of the children, books were

definitely becoming a way of life.”

An often-repeated question from

teachers and children: “How can we

get books like these again next year?”

The Adams School was chosen for a
number of reasons: the principal, Thom
Rrown, approved of the RIF idea; Adams
is ran by a Community School Board
which usually means high parental in-
terest; it is an ungraded elementary school
where teachers are encouraged to be cre-
ative and not to depend exclusively on
textbooks.

The eight classes consisted of four with
approximately 30 children in each, aged
6-7, with reading abilities ranging from
non-readers to 4th grade, and four with
about 32 children in each,aged 7-10, read-
ing abilities ranging from non-readers to
6th grade.

Books were selected for variety, read-
ing range and ethnic appeal, and included
those most popular in the D.C. RIF pro-
ject. Many new ones were added to test
their appeal. Each class received about
400 books with the first delivery of 250
made in late January, and 50 more to
each class in March. April and May. Feed-
ing in new titles generated fresh enthu-
si»sm and excitement.

The paperbacks were in excellent con-
dition at the end of four months’ use.
Teachers, surprised at the condition of
the books, said they felt that *‘ir.terest
and pride in their library and knowledge
that they would be able to take some
books home to keep as their own at the
end of the year seemed to make the chil-
dren especially careful with them.”

The report concludes: *“The need is
great for a wide variety of paperback
books in the classroom. To stimulate the
habit of reading spontaneously for fun,
hooks must be readily available at all
times.”

Copies of the Adams School Class-
room Project Report, by D.C. Project
Director Eleanor Smollar, are available by
writing to RIF in Washington. With its de-
tails of the experience of each class, and
the positive results of the experiment, the
report could well be used to persuade in-
dividuals and organizations to sponsor
local projects.

““Teachers are hungry for new ma-
terials to aid them in developing innova-
tive approaches to learning. Used crea-
tively, a book can become a meaningful
experience for a child as well as fun. The
interest of one child in a title frequently
triggers the desire of others to read it.

“Books going home from classroom
regularly serve as a bridge from school to
home. For the early grades at least, they
take the place of formal homework and
perform a more satisfying role for both
children and parents.

“Children are more ai ease with paper-
back books in the classroom because
teachers are not a» concerned with their
preservation as they are with expensive,
hardcover books. . . Paperback books are
less expensive, more expendable, and
teachers more relaxed in their use.

“The potential of having the oppor-
tunity to select books to take home for
one’s own at the end of the school year
appears to be an incentive to take good
care of them.

“Pride of ownership evidently extends
to the entire classroom library.”

The report carries a list of the books
used and individual reports by each of the

eight teachers.
3 ¢

RIF Staff Attends
3 Key Conventions

Work at three key national conven-
tions this summer by RIF staff members
has brought hundreds of requests for
guidance in developinglocal RIF projects.

Requests are coming from delegates to
the National Urban League and National
Education Association conventions, both
held in Detroit, and the annual meeting
in Dallas of the American Library
Association.

Barbara B. Atkinson, Assistant Direc-
tor for RIF, reports high interest by Na-
tional Urban Leagu. convention partici-
pants, with plans to follow up with local
League representatives in various parts of
the country.

Similar enthusiasm was evident at the
American Library Association where
Jerrold Sandler. RIF Executive Director,
and Malcolm J. Taylor, Jr., RIF Project
Community Coordinator in Washington,
D.C.. talked at length with ALA
representatives.

At the NEA meeting, Sandler gave a
number of presentations and conferred
with educators interested in exploring the
use of RIF projectsin their areas.

David Frost

(continued from p. 1)

September 4: St. Paul/Minneapolis, Ch.
5: September 8: Tampa, Ch. 13; Septem-
ber 9: Bellingham,Wash., Ch. 12; Denver,
Ch. 9; Grand Rapids, Ch. 8; New Orleans,
Ch. 6; Roanoke, Va., Ch. 10; Rockford,
1., Ch. 17; St. Louis, Ch. 11; Tulsa, Ch. 2.
September 16: Richmond, Va., Ch. 8;
September 30: SanJose, Ch. 36.

RIF Newsletter
Smithsonian Institution
Arts and Industries Building
Washington, D.C. 20560
(202) 381-6117

Mrs. Robert 5. McNamara
Chairman, National Advisory
Board

Jerrold Sardler
Executive Director

Barbara Atkinson
Assistant Director




RIF Advertising

{continued from p. 1)
the national program — Reading Is Fun-
damental — is all about.

“RIF has found out that when kids
choose the book they want because
they’re interested in the subject, and they
own it . .. that makes reading fun. And
when reading is fun, it’s just FUN-
damental. Books widen a kid’s world.
Their abilities. Their whole life.

“Every community needs RIF. Find
out what you and RIF can do in your
community. Just write RIF, Smithscnian
Institution, Washington, D.C. 20560.
Right now. If America is to grow up
thinking, Reading Is FUN-damental.”

Radio commercials are basically the
same.

Two print ads, for consumer and busi-
ness publications, are done in page- and
columnssize. The full consumer ad shown
here reads:

“Give Pinocchio a Job in Your Com-
munity.

‘“‘What experience has he had?

““Ever see the eyes and hear the ‘ohs’
of kids chattering, pushing and exclaim-
ing around tables piled with books? That’s
what Pinocchio can do. And Cinderella.
And real people, too, like Martin Luther
King, Jim Thorpe and Juarez.

“Books can become a way of life with
kids. Kids who read graduate from the
tight littlc island they’re born on, brought
up on, and sail off anywhere, anywhere.
To the kind of future America originally
promised rather than four dull walls, or a
menacing street corner or worse. But mil-
lions of children today are growing up in
homes where there are no books. Getting
books into the hands of children is what
RIF is doing.

“RIF means Reading Is Fun-damental.
In the first few years since this national
program was founded by Mrs. Robert S.
McNamara in Washington, D.C., RIF has
learned just what gets a kid interested in
reading for keeps. The boy or girl must
have the freedom to choose the book
they want. And when they can keepit,
write their name in it, take it home and
share it and call it their own — that’s
what makes reading fun.

“Wherever RIF goes and however it
distributes books, we fird that children
are hungry for them. Hungry for subjects
close to home at first. Then those little

Q miracles begin to happen. Children grow

Campaign

in their reading tastes. Pictures get to
matter a little less. The subject gets fur-
ther from home. The world expands and
so does their vision. So do their abilities.
“Since it became a national program,
RIF has distributed millions of books to
children. The demand is growing. Black,
white, yellow, red — all races in all places
are eager for books they can’t afford.
“Every community needs RIF. Eadly.
There are many ways that you can help

s
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the RIF effort. Find out what you and
RIF can do in your community. Send us
this coupon now and we’ll let you know.

“If America is to grow up thinking,
Reading is Fun-damental.”

A coupon, addressed to Mrs. McNamara
at RIF, The Smithsonian Institution,
reads: “‘Please 'et me know how I can
help the RIF effort in my community.”

The business ad reads: *“‘Put Pinocchio
On Your Payroll.

““What experience has he had? Same as
Robinson Crusve, Cinderella and real
people, too, like Jim Thorpe, Martin
Luther King, Juarez. These are characters
and people children want to read about.
Children who read are not drop-outs.
Your company won’t spend dollars
teaching them to read.

“You see the difference every day be-
tween the job appiicant who breezes
through your application and the one
who’s intimidated by each blank space.

4
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New Paperbacks
In Juvenile Field

Doubleday, Random House, and Holt,
Rinehart & Winston have recently pub-
lished juvenile paperbacks — titles from
the backlists of each.

Doubleday’s new paperback line,
Zephyr Books, includes picture books as
well as books for grade schoolers. The
paperbacks sell for 75¢ and 95¢.

Random House’s junior paperback
line, Windward Books, is drawn irom
combined backlists of Random House,
Knopf, and Pantheon. They sell for 75¢
and 95¢.

Holt, Rinehart & Winston’s Owlet
Books have been selected from Holt’s
picturebook backlist and are a quality -
paperback line. Prices range from §1.25
to $1.95.

Collier plans to launch a line of pic-
turebook paperbacks this fall.

. Titles of many of these books will be
listed in RIF’s Guide to Book Selection,
Supplement #2.

Book List Supplement #2

Supplement #2 of the RIF Guide to
Book Selection will be available for those
who wish to have it by October. Please ‘
write RIF in Washington for your copies. 1

Pittsburgh Fire

A fire in the building where Pittsburgh
RIF stores its paperbacks damaged thou-
sands of dollars worth of books this past
June. Mrs. Austina Bradley, Project Di-
rector, said that new books have been
ordered for Fall distribution. The books
were insured.

interest in reading. An interest that widens
their world. Their vision. Their abilities.
An interest that has to begin young.”
After explaining RIF, the ad concludes:
“All kinds of companies are helping.
There are business benefits for you. RIF
needs your support. Badly. We'd like to
tell you more about how you can work
with RIF and know its rewards. Write to
Mrs. Robert S. McNamara, RIF, Smith-
sonian Institution, Washington, D.C.,

“The difference has lots to do with their )
20560.”
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= RIF Programs
Now Total 36;
16 Are New

RIF projects now total 36, including 16
new projects. Five more are developing,
and “there is a potential of hundreds more.
based on the sincere, earnest letters we are
receiving from people everywhere,” Acting
Executive Director Eleanor B. Smollar
reports from the National RIF office.

Twelve of the new projects were un-
covered through a survey of correspon-
dents (see questionnaire story on p. 2).

The new projectsare in San Francisco;
St. Petersburg, Fla.; Mount Ayr, Iowa;
Owenbsoro, Ky.; Indian Island, Maine;
Baltimore; Framingham, Mass. , Jackson,
Miss.; Flemington, N.J.; Cincinnati; Ply-
mouth Meeting and Towanda, Pa.; Houston
and Seguin, Texas; Bluefield, W. Va.;
Gillett, Wis.

Five new projects in development are:
Pasadena; Chicago; Rockville, Md.;
Niagara Falls, N.Y.; Reading, Pa.

Earlier established projects are: Flag:
staff, Ariz.; Baldwin Park, East Los
Angeles, and Santa Fe Springs, Calif.;
Hartford, Conn.; District of Columbia;

(continued on p. 3)

RIF Staff Changes

A number of staff changes were an-

c nounced at the RIF National Advisory
& Board meeting last month.
) Jerrold Sandler is on special terminal
assignment until January 15, 1972, Mrs.
Eleanor Smollar is now serving as Acting
Executive Director of the National RIF
program. Mrs. Barbara Atkinson has been
appointed Program Director of National
RIF. Malcolm Taylor, Jr., succeeds Mrs.
Smollar as D.C. Project Director.

All communications should be directed
to Mrs. Smollar or Mrs. Atkinson.

* ARTS AND INDUSTRIES BUILDING
- WASHINGTON, D.C. 20560
. 202 381.6117

NEWSLETTER

- READING IS FUNDAMENTAL
* SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

Pinocchio Campaign Brings
Broad National Response

Magazines, TV,
Radio Generous
In Time, Space

Ninety-six per cent of all homes with
television are being exposed to Pinocchio’s
message about Reading Is Fundamental.
Radio coverage is giving RIF an audience
of more than 10 million listeners. Maga-
zines, thus far, are carrying the RIF cam-
paign to 39 million readers.

In all, broadcast and print media are
giving RIF at least $2 million in time and
space for announcements and publicity.

“The enthusiasm for RIF and for Pino-
cchio, the generosity of all the media has
been really wonderful,” Mrs. McNamara
said. “I do not know how to begin to say
thank you to the networks — ABC, CBS,
NBC — to Group W, Metrome dia, Corin-
thian, to local stations, to Public Broad-
casting Service, to publishers.

“And of course, thank you to the Al
Paul Lefton Company that created the
Pinocchio campaign. Its appeal is evident
in the broad use of our ads and spot
announcements.”

One hundred and forty-five TV stations

are using the 20-, 30-, and 60-second spots.

Radio stations carrying the 30- and 60-
second spots total 134. Public Broad-
casting Service, in its Programming Memo
to educational television stations, urged
the stations to use RIF’s announcements.
Thus far, Pinocchio is telling the RIF story
on PBS TV stations in eight states.

Alert RIF project directors have been
responsible for a number of local radio
and television stations using the announce-
ments, having called, written, or visited
station managers to tell them about RIF’s
Pinocchio campaign.

Magazines that have used RIF adver-
tisements, or expect to use them, include:

(continued on p. 3)
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Inquiries Seek
Data to Organize
Projects

Pinocchio is producing results for RIF.

The appealing, little, wooden puppet’s
public-service messages for Reading Is
Fundamental, now being seen on television,
heard on radio and read in national maga-
zines, are stimulating response from Ameri-
cans in every section of the country.

For the two months in which the cam-
paign has been running, response to the
public-service advertisements and concur-
rent publicity is averaging a little more
than 1,000 inquiries per month, for a total
of 2,098 as of October 31. At least one-
third of them are potential new projects,
according to Mrs. Robert S. McNamara,
Chairman, RIF National Advisory Board.

The inquiries are coming from indi-
viduals, organizations, schools, libraries —
all seeking information about RIF, many
wanting to organize local RIF programs,
most of them wanting to help however
they might. Members of 45 different local
branches of the American Association of
University Women have written, eager to
know how they can establish RIF in their
cities or towns. Library commission mem-
bers in various states are requesting infor-
mation. A number of Title I supervisors
in public schools in large cities want to
know more about how they can include
RIF in local programs.

Ten members of individual chapters of
the Jaycees have responded; 25 Com-
munity Action Programs (Office of Eco-
nomic Opportunity) in different areas
want to know more about RIF; Urban
League officials are interested. About 40
Day Care and Head Start centers have
written, eager to have RIF operating for
their youngsters.

(continued on p. 6)




Questionnaire
Reveals 12
New Projects

A simple questionnaire mailed to 3,114
individuals, schools, libraries and organi-
zations in touch with the National RIF
office over the past two-and-a-half years
has uncovered 12 new RIF projects. (See
Projects story onPage 1.) .

A total of 112,619 books have been
given to 28,570 children in the new
projects.

Most are located in rural or small towns
except for a Title I program in Houston
which has given 22,558 childrza 90,323
books. Of the 12 projects, seven were
funded through Title I, makinga total of
nine Title I-funded RIF projects (the
other two are in Syracuse, N.Y., and in
St. Louis). One project was funded by
Title 111 in Mississippi.

Response to the questionnaire, as of
September 30, was high, a little xiere than
18 per cent, or 562 respondeny. s
returns are still being tallied.

In addition to the new pFojecds . & goited,
63 persons indicated they had %:2:2 some
initiative to develop RIF in their commu-
nities, and 72 named organizations with
which they are affiliated “that would be
interested in sponsoring a RIF program.”
The latter are being followed up by RIF
Program Director Barbara Atkinson.

Mrs. McNamara to Speak
At Reading Conference

As a result of her appearance on the
David Frost Show in August, Mrs. Robert
S.McNamara will be speaking to the
Fifth Reading Conference to be held by
the Mid-Cities Council of the International
Reading Association February 26 in
Lynwood, in the Metropolitan Los
Angeles area.

Theme of the conference is READING
IS FUNDAMENTAL.

Hulda Biel, Council program chairman,
wrote Mrs. McNamara, “Your presentation
on the David Frost Show called you to
our attention as one who could help us
organize reading programs in our nearby
communities. Your leadership in directing
avenues of service would be most helpful.”’

Mrs. McNamara will speak to the 300

o “ersons expected to attend the meeting.

RIF Fairs Sell 26,676 Books

St. Louis school children carefully examine the wares on sale at the RIF Book Fair.

Close to 27,000 books were sold to
children and their parents at RIF book
fairs in Pittsburgh and St. Louis this year.
The fairs were held at schools where chil-
dren have been receiving RIF books free
over the past two years.

In Pittsburgh, at fairs in 26 schools
between February and August this year,
children and parents bought 20,142 books
priced at 10 cents each. Enrollment at the
schools totals 13,922.

Mrs. Austina V. Bradley, Pittsburgh
RIF Director, said that those involved in
RIF “realize the awakening that has taken
place, the value that parents and children

San Francisco ‘Pretests’
Books for New Projects

The San Francisco Friends of the
Library, preparing for the first RIF dis-
tribution in early January, held a Book
Selection Fair this month. At the opening
of the Fair, a gift of $10,000 to the proj-
ect from the San Francisco Foundation
was announced.

Malcolm Taylor; Jr., D.C. RIF Project
Director, flew to San Francisco to consult

'with the Friends of the Library on oper-

ating the project, and to talk with the
parents and children to be served.

Mrs. Jule Johnson, San Francisco RIF
Project Director, had on exhibit several
hundred books for parents and children to
examine to determine which books most
interest the youngsters.
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place on owning books that they have
selected themselves.”

In St. Louis, a RIF Book Fair, held
March 25-April 2, was attended by students
and parents of four schools. Book prices
ranged from 20 to 50 cents. A total of
5,718 were sold, Mrs. Donald H. Eldredge,
RIF volunteer, reports. During the summer
at three small fairs on the Public Library
lawn, 8 16 books were sold.

Ed Morgan Backs RIF
On ABC Radio

ABC Newscaster Edward P. Morgan
devoted a television broadcast and a radio
broadcast to RIF in October.

He said, in part, “In the richest nation
in the history of the world, there are
thousands of schools with no library facili-
ties whatsoever, many states in which
entire counties sustain no library services
whatever, and millions of children who
have never owned a book. . . .

“It may seem strange to a well-read,
Book-of-the-Month Club, middle-class
American, but to these children in Arizona,
Appalachia, or the nation’s capital, a book
is treasure.”

After explaining RIF, Morgan described
it as *something of a conspiracy against
an.incredibly stuffy educational estab!lish-
ment, a movement pushing the revolu:
tionary doctrine that reading is a right, and
fundamental to a child’s future success.”




Media Help

(continued from p. 1)
Atlantic Monthly, Chicago Guide, Chris-
tianity Today, Dun’s Review, Ebony,
Esquire, Good Housekeeping, Harper's,
House Beautiful, McCall’s, McGraw-Hill
publications, Ladies’ Home Journal, News-
week, Reader’s Digest, Smithsonian,
Sports lllustrated, Time, Top Operator
(Farm Journal publication), U.S. News &
World Report, Washington, D.C. Spectator,
Field & Stream.

There may be other publications that
have not yet informed RIF of the use of
the ads.

Many publications responded to the
memorandum from Stephen E. Kelly,
President of the Magazine Publishers Asso-
ciation, urging use of the ads. .

The wide acceptance of the public-
service ads is particularly gratifying since
RIF is not a major campaign but an
““additional” one approved by The Ad-
vertising Council to which media need not
give time or space if they so choose.

Although RIF’s months were designated
by the Council as September and October,
RIF has appealed to so many that numbers
of television and radio stations have told
RIF they will use the announcements
“until further notice,” or *“for six months,
““frequently,” or “the whole year,” or *‘so
longas the print holds up,” or “as often as
possible,” or “indefinitely.”

In addition to the spot announcements,
Mrs. McNamara appeared on the David
Frost Show, seen in 75 cities; on Midday,
WNEW-TV, New York; on McLean & Co.,
KYW-TV, Philadelphia. She was inter-
viewed in The New York Times and The
Philadelphia Inquirer. The New York
Times News Service syndicated the article
to its member newspapers across the
country.

The interviews and articles have brought
additional response.

1st Pinocchio Project
Developing

The first project being organized
as a result of the public-service cam-
paign is in Reading, Pa., where Mrs.
Lois C. Shultz, Project Organizer,
reports that thus far there are two
probable sponsoring groups and that
she hopes a RIF program will be
operating early in 1972.

RIF Projects at 36; 16 New

(continued fromp. 1)

Auburndale, Fla.; Columbus, Ind.; Man-
hattan, Kan.; Beattyville, Ky.; Centreville,
Md.; Monroe, Mich.; Prentiss, Miss.; St.
Louis; Syracuse; Cleveland; Philadelphia;
Pittsburgh; Huntington, W.Va.; Racine, Wis.

Here are some details on the new
projects:

San Francisco — Mrs. Jule Johnson is
director of the project sponsored by
Friends of the Library. (See P. 2.)

St. Petersburg, Fla. — The Women’s
Society of Christian Service of the United
Methodist Church, working with the Con-
cerned United Methodist (CUM) of the
St. Petersburg District Society, has dis-
tributed 550 books to 75 children, using
the YWCA building as a center. Mrs.
Samuel D. Bankston started the program
after reading about RIF in the Ladies’
Home Journal.

Mount Ayr, lowa — Russell M. Boyd,
Federal Programs Director, started a RIF
project with Title I funds, providing 626
books for 313 children.

Owensboro, Ky. — Title I funds have
provided 2,000 books to 180 children in
the Owensboro Public Schools, Virginia
Fulcher reports. The program began after
the school psychologist, Dr. Desmond
Wilber, returned from a national conven-
tion with RIF literature.

Indian Island, Maine — Title I funds,
$750 for books and a sum for administra-
tive costs for a RIF project at the Wabnaki
Learning Resource Center, wiil finance a
program there, Project Organizer Michael
Ranco reports.

Baltimore, Md. — First distribution was
made this month to 250 children in the
Fourth Grade at two schools, Project

Organizer Mrs. Lee Neff reports.

Framingham, Mass. — Title I funds
bought 800 books for 200 children in one
school, Rita L. McLaughlin reports, adding
that “the children have been very enthu-
siastic about the idea.”

Jackson, Miss. — Under E.S.E.A. Title
I11, and working with the Amory Public
Schools and the Mississippi Library Com-
mission, Mrs. Beverly Herring, of the
Commission, reports that about 5,000
books were placed in 100 homes as
portable libraries for an entire family.
Each package contained 50 books, ranging
from picture books for pre-schoolers to
low-vocabulary, high-interest books for
adults.

Flemington, N.J. — Using Title I funds,

. dd

Mrs. Evelyn Stewart, of the Barley Sheaf
School Library, working with Raymond
Pavell, in charge of Title I Summer School
Programs, has started a RIF project. Sixty
children have been given 120 books.

Cincinnati — Ten thousand books have
been given 3,375 children in the RIF
project, funded by Title I. Lenore D.
Wirthlin, Administrative Supervisor of
Reading in the Cincinnati Public Schools,
reports the project is serving 15 schools.

Plymouth Meeting, Pa. — Twelve
hundred books were distributed to 182
children in the RIF project begun by
Geraldine K. Gipson, in charge of Title
| programs in the Colonial School District.

Towanda, Pa. — Norman C. Martin,
Mulberry Street School, reportsa RIF . |
project started by the school district with
Title I funds. Thus far, 100 children have
been given 500 books.

Houston — Title I funds have bought
90,232 books for the RIF project serving
22,558 children in 24 Title I target schools.
The program was initiated by Laura
Mewhinney, Program Information Officer,
Federal Program Office, Houston Inde-
pendent School District, after she read
about RIF in Saturday Review, Research
Regort and other publications. (See
summer program story on Page 6 for more
news of Houston.)

Seguin, Texas — Mrs. Roy J. Enquist,
working at Emanuel Lutheran Church,
raised funds privately to start a RIF
project for 30 youngsters in grades 1-3.
Each first grader was given five books; the
children in second and third grade received
three books each. “We are following up
with reading sessions at the public library
once a week with volunteer high school
students. For every five books a child
reads, he is given a free one.” If the child
cannot get to the library, a volunteer reads
with him at home. Mrs. Enquist added,
“The program fills a tremendous void.”

Bluefield, W.Va. — One thousand books
have been distributed to 1,000 children
in Mercer County. By the end of the school
year, each child will have been given five
books, Project Director Mrs. Cora Mae
Johnson reports. Parent volunteers from
Head Start, RIF sponsor, and the local
Community Action Program are driving
children to distribution points on RIF days.

Gillett, Wis. — Robert E. Welty,
working with Joyce Keislish, a teacher in
Elcho, Wis., reports that the RIF program
gave 1,397 children 1,500 books.
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RIF Project Notes

Mrs. M. F. Townsend, Centreville, Md.,
RIF Project Director, writes, “‘Way back
when we started this thing, | was only
half sold on the possible effectiveness.
Since we have been out in the boondocks
(on distributions), I know we are doing
something worthwhile, and I, who am
supposed to be able to express myself in
writing, am not able to say here what |
feel. These kids get to me.”

1n Beattyville, Ky., Women’s Club
members have volunteered to work in RIF
book distributions. Director Carol Kincaid
also reports that she has been invited to
Ashland, Ky ., to speak to the Women’s
Club there on how to organize a local
project. T

A Book Party this month started the
school year for RIF at the Garfield School
in Racine, Wis. The party was attended by
Paul Bishop, President of the Racine
School Board, and covered by WTMJ-TV,
a Milwaukee station, and The Milwaukee
Star. Mrs. Ruby Jackson, Project Director,
had 360 books on hand for 120 children —
three for each. Edwin W. Hutchins, Co-
ordinator, Marketing Department, Walker
Manufacturing Co., which makes auto-
motive parts, is RIF Business Manager in
Racine, concentrating on fund raising and
special events like the party.

In Syracuse, N.Y., Project Director
Bernice Robertson reports an increase in
the number of schools RIF will be serving
this year — a total of 31, including 22
public and nine parochial schools.

In Hartford, Conn., the Modet Cities-
funded RIF project now has a new wmebile

Cash Contributions for RIF
Sent as Result of Drive

The public-service campaign does not
ask for financial contributions, but there
have been a number, ranging from $1,000
to $1. Unsolicited contributions total
$1,293 as of November 15.

The $1,000 was sent as an anonymous
gift. A Pasadena resident sent $200; a Man-
hattan attorney gave $50; the $1 contri-
bution was mailed in a plain envelope, a
one dollar bill — no name, no message,

Most are $5 and $10 checks from all
parts of the country.

BIPAD Mails Manual
To 535 Distributors

unit fitted with wall shelves. Thus far,
Hartford RIF has distributed 1,100 books,
Mrs. Sheila Scott, Project Director, reports.
From Flagstaff, Ariz., RIF Director
Charles Supplee reports that in addition
to giving books to children, Teacher Corps
internes have established three lending
libraries and plan two more. Called RIF
libraries, the three are now serving 3,600
youngsters. With five in operation, books
will be available to 5,000 children and
1,000 adults this year. Meanwhile, Direc-
tor Supplee is covering 10 communities —
and 800 miles a month — in the RIF
Bookmobile.
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Dwight Yellen

Julie Kline, RIF Director in West
Virginia, is traveling more than 600 miles
weekly, covering 14 locations to bring

Through the good offices of Dwight
Yellen, President of Select Magazines, Inc.,
and chairman of BIPAD (Bureau of In-
books to 700 children. This summer, her dependent Publishers and Distributors), a
volunteer RIF Bookmobile driver was a packet describing RIF and the market it
Marshall College Professor of Social Studies. is creating for paperback books is being
mailed this month to 535 book and
magazine distributors.

Written by Robert E. Keegan, Sales
Manager, Book Department, Select Maga-
zines, the packet contains a history of
RIF, its rapid growth, and emphasizes the
profit potential for distributors.

The How-To manual explains how
projects order books, gives details on dis-
counts, and other technical information.
Mr. Keegan also underscores the importance
of the program to the country, using RIF’s
campaign slogan, “If America Is to Grow
Up Thinking, Reading Is FUNdamental.”

Christmas card sales are financing book
distributions to 1,500 children in Colum-
bus, Ind., Mrs. Robert Newsom, RIF
Director, reports.

In Baldwin Park, Calif., the Women’s
Club sponsering RIF held rummage sales
during the summer to raise funds for
books. Mrs. Lester Dimon, Project Direc-
tor, reports they are now planning “Book
Showers” where each member will bring
at least one new paperback book selected
from RIF's Guide to Book Selection.

D.C. RIF Sets Up in Center
For Planned Parenthood

A Planned Parenthood Center in
Washington, D.C., is a new outlet for RIF
books and three other centers in the
District are expected to follow suit. This
is part of the continuing experimentation
by the D.C. Project.

Mrs. Betty Hunter, Director, Parkland
Planned Parenthood Center, is the first to
adopt the RIF idea.

“The mothers are almost always ac-
companied by small children,” D.C. Proj-
ect Director Malcolm Taylor, Jr. reports.
“The youngsters really enjoy the books,
and mothers are happy about it, There’s
a fringe benefit, too. A kid is quiet with
his nose ina book.”

RIF Newsletter
Smithsonian Institution
Arts and Industries Building
Washington, D.C. 20560
(202) 381-6117

Mrs. Robert S. McNamara
Chairman, National Advisory
Board

Eleanor B, Smollar
Acting Executive Director

Barbara Atkinson
Program Director
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Mrs. McNamara At Opening

Of West Virginia Project
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In Bluefield, Mrs. McNamara shows RIF books to (seated, left to right) Mrs. Brook

S |

Robinson, City Librarian; Mrs. McNamara; Mrs. Gertrude Platnick, member, Blue-
field Library Board, and (standing, left to right) Henry Warden, member, Bluefield
Library Board; Mrs. Cora Mae Johnson, RIF Director in Mercer County; James R.
McCartney, Consolidation Coal Co.; Mrs. Scott Schott, member, Bluefield Library
Board; Julie Kline, Director, RIF in West Virginia.

Mrs. Robert S. McNamara flew to Blue-

Mrs. M cNamara said, *“We are grateful

field, West Virginia, last month to announce and very much encouraged by Continental

the expansion of RIF in that state, made
possible by a gift of $5,000 from the Con-
tinental Oil Company, and to attend the
first distribution of Mercer County RIF.

She was joined at a press conference in
the library of the City Building in Blue-
field by Julie Kline, Project Director,

RIF in West Virginia; Mrs. Cora Mac
Johnson, local RIF Director; Peter P. Fer-
retti, Vice President, Consolidation Coal
Company, and James R. McCartney, Di-
rector, Community Relations, Consolida-
tion Coal. Continental Oil is the parent
company of Consolidation Coal.

McCartney is also president of the
Board of Education in Monongalia County,
and chairman of the Board of Directors,
West Virginia Foundation for Independent
Colleges.

The RIF project for Mercer County
will be coordinated with a new Mercer
County Library designed to serve Bluefield
and the rest of the county with book-
mobiles. The latter will be divided into
two sections, one carrying books for loan,
the second section paperbacks to give, free,

to children.

Qil’s generosity and farsightedness. This is
the kind of business responsibility that
makes good sense for all of us.”

She added that the RIF in West Virginia
office, headed by Miss Kline, will be
working closely with Mrs. Johnson on the
Bluefield project.

Ferretti, a member of the Bluefield
Library Commission, said that “RIF will
complement and enhance the library ex-
pansion program.” McCartney, announcing
the gift of $5,000, said, “Our company
will encourage its Pocahontas Fuel
Company Division employees, many of
whom live in the Bluefield area, to support
this program and stimulate interest in it in
future years.”

RIF in ‘Discovery Kits'

The Boys’ Clubs of America is including
RIF’s Guide to Book Selection in its
Discovery Kit for 1972.

The Discovery Kit is sent to 325 coordi-
nators of the reading motivation program
for about 15,000 youngsters. David F.
Wynn, Program Director, said the guide
provides “fantastic references.”
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Federal Funds
OKd for RIF

U.S. Office of Education Commissioner
S.P. Marland, Jr., in a memo to “Chief
State School Officers” last month com-
mended RIF to their “consideration for

" active support.”

Noting that some communities have

| already used Title I, 11, and 111 funds *“to

good advantage for supporting Reading Is
Fundamental activities,” Commissioner
Marland, in his memorandum of October
27, wrote, ““This national activity being
advanced by volunteer leadership is com-
pletely compatible with our Right to Read
program, and is commended to your con-
sideration for active support.”

_He also said, **As you know, reading,..
improvement is a priority concern within
the Office of Education. . . Achieving in-
terest in books through ownership can
produce motivation for reading where
little or none existed before.

“Reading Is Fundamental is a program
developed through private efforts to pro-
vide self-selected books to children. It has
operated in many urban and rural areas to
give books a new value and perspective in
the communities visited. . .”

Commenting on Dr. Marland’s memo,
Mrs. McNamara said, ““Although Educa-
tion Act funds have previously been used
to support individual RIF projects, the
Commissioner’s outright support for RIF
is a tremendous breakthrough. He makes
it official. This is splendid for projects in
Title 1, 11 and III areas.

“But we must continue to seek private
contributions to organize projects in other
areas and to operate National RIF.”

BOOK NEWS

J.T. by Jane Wagner, Photographs by
Gordon Parks, Jr., Dell (Yearling Book)
75¢. The re-creation in photographs and
text of the Peabody Award-winning tele-
vision play. The story is about a one-eyed
alley cat, adopted by J.T., a ghetto child,
that changes J.T.’s life and the lives of
those around him.

These Were The Sioux by Mari Sandoz,
NMustrated with original Indian art, Dell
(Yearling Book) 75¢. An informative
volume covering customs, beliefs, philos-
ophy and practical wisdom of the Sioux.
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Map shows TV coverage only of RIF’s Pinocchio campaign — 145 stations.

(continued fromp. 1)

There are inquiries from large cities
and small towns, from school principals,
members of boards of education, teachers;
from parents, PTA members, businessmen;
from social workers, secretaries, librarians;
from members of diverse social and civic
groups.

“It is apparent that we have struck a
nerve in many people,” Mrs. McNamara
says. ‘I believe that so many Americans
are frustrated by the feeling that they are
helpless before the vast problems that face
our country and the world, that RIF offers
a highly gratifying, at-home project for
them. They can see tangible results.

“They know the children they are
helping. They see response, enthusiasm,
warmth.”

Inevitably, there are letters and post-
cards from parents and children asking
for books. Regretfully, RIF must tell
them that the national office does not
give books. Mrs. Eleanor B. Smollar,
Acting Executive Director of RIF, unable
to resist some of the painstakingly
printed letters from children who ask for
“a book for me and my two sisters and
my brother. Could we have one book for
all of us?” has lightly raided the D.C. RIF
Project to fill those small requests.

The RIF national office has devised a
reply system, sending to individuals who
write or send coupons from the magazine

o wdvertlsements a “response package’’

consisting of a note from Mrs. McNamara
thanking them for their interest and en-
couraging them to work with RIF in some
way, a card which they must fill in and
mail to RIF if they wish to receive the
RIF Newsletter, and a brochure telling
what RIF is, how it works, the results it
gets, and listing a number of ways in
which they can work with RIF.
Recognizable names and organizations
are answered with letters tailored to their
special interests and needs. Such inquiries
include, for example, the person in charge
of the Office of Program Planning of the
Mayor’s Committee for Human Resources
Development in Detroit; the consultant to
the Children’s Book Selection Centei of
the Arkansas Library Commission; the
Special Assistant at the Harris County
Community Action Association in
Houston; the project director of Teleread

RIF’s Response Package;
How You Can Use It

You can inform potential project
organizers, contributors, volunteers
and others about RIF — quickly,
simply, easily — by giving them the
Response Package designed to answer
inquiries. Write to the RIF office
in Washington, D.C., for a supply.
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Summer Programs Give
30,932 Children 78,143
Books in Six Projects

Summer program reports, still incom-
plete, add up thus far to almost 31,000
children given and/or loaned more than
90,000 books this year in six RIF projects
around the country. Reports from other
projects will considerably increase these
figures.

The six reporting are:

Centreville, Md. — Two hundred chil-
dren were given 600 books to keep, and
were able to borrow 1,500,

Houston — Nine thousand children
were given 27,000 books.

Huntington, W, Va. — Seven hundred
children were able to borrow 3,000 books;
70 received 350 books to keep as their own.

Pittsburgh — Thirty-two children were
given 193 books. The planned RIF summer
program was halted by a fire in the ware-
house where books were stored. New books
could not be ordered in time for a full
program.

St. Louis — Seven thousand children were
given 35,000 paperbacks during the summer.
Washington, D.C. — Fifteen thousand

books were given to 14,000 children;
10,000 books were circulated on loan to
the youngsters; 200 were sold.

In all, 30,932 children received books;
78,143 books were given free; 14,500
were on loan; 1,016 were sold.

in the San Diego County Education
Department; the Education Coordinator
of the Highland Park, Mich., Model Cities
Program; the director of the Libraries
Department, Board of Education,
Newark, N.J.

RIF’s rapid response to inquiries has
produced some pleasant surprises for
those seeking information. One letter,
from a business executive in Long Beach,
Calif ., read, “Usually when 1 ask some-
thing of ‘Washington,’ the reply is as
sterile as the thought that went into
making up whatever they have to offer.
Not so with your bright and informative
reply to my request for more information
on RIF.” He added that he wanted toin-
form his “children’s principal” about RIF,
that his wife would see how to involve the
PTA, and that his company might well
contribute funds to RIF,

One ‘voman who saw the TV spot sent
an anonymous donation of $1,000; another,
from a poor neighborhood in an urban area,
contributed $1.
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Reading Is Fundamental

NATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD

Mrs. Robert S, McNamara, Chairman

Miss Loretta Barrett, Doubleday & Company, Inc.

Mr. Leo C. Beebe, Philco-Ford Corporation

Mr. Melvyn Bloom, United Jewish Appeal

Mr. William D. Boutwell, Boutwell/Crane & Assoc.
*Hon. John Brademas, U. S, House of Representatives

Dr. Paul W, Briggs, Cleveland Public Schools
*Hon, Edward W, Brooke, United States Senate

Mr. S. Douglass Cater, Jr.,, Academy for Educational Development; Regent

Professor, University of California

Mrs., Jessica Catto

Dr. Robert Coles, Harvard University
*Mrs. Joan Ganz Cooney, Children's Television Workshop

Dr., Cleveland L. Dennard, Washington Technical Institute

Mr. Keith Doms, The Free Library of Philadelphia

Mr, Jack Drown, Drown News Agency

Mr. Samuel B. Ethridge, National Education Association

Mr. Stephen O. Frankfurt, Frankfurt Communications, Inc.

Mr. John C. Frantz, National Book Committee
*Mr., John W, Gardner, Common Cause

Mr. Andrew T. Hatcher, Hill and Knowlton, Inc,
*Dr, Alexander Heard, Vanderbilt University
*Mrs, Elizabeth Koontz, U. S. Department of Labor

Mr. Charles Levy, Chas. Levy Circulating Company

Hon. Sol M. Linowitz, National Urban Coalition

Mrs. Kathryn Lumley, Author and Reading Consultant

Mr. Leonard H. Marks, National Home Library Foundation
*Mr, Edward P, Morgan, American Broadcasting Company

Mr. Leon Polk, National Educational Television

*Hon. Albert H. Quie, U, S. House of Representatives
*Mrs., Elliot L. Richardson

Mr. S. Dillon Ripley, Smithsonian Institution (ex officio)

Mrs, Charles S. Robb

Dr. Frank Rose, Salk Institute

Mr. Harold Roth, Grosset & Dunlap, Inc.

Mr. Ross D. Sackett, CBS/Holt Group (Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Inc.)
*Hon. Carl B, Stokes

Rev., Leon Sullivan, Opportunity Industrialization Corps
#*Mr. Charles B. Thornton, Litton Industries, Inc,
Miss Dian Verdugo, Southwest Council of La Raza
Mr. Ben Wattenberg, Consultant, Busby & Wattenberg
Mr, Arthur H., White, Daniel Yankelovich Incorporated
#*Mr. Leonard Woodcock, United Auto Workers

' Smithsonian Institution
A&I 2407
*Honorary Member 15 : Washington, D. C. 20560
. : J (202) 381-6117
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ALAPAMA, MONTGONERY

Mrs. Claude DMoody

2670 Burkelawn Drive
Montgomery, Alabama 36111
205-288-5599

ARKANSAS, CONWAY

Mrs. Martha J. Moose

7700 Indian Trail, Apt., 9A
Little Rock, Arkansas 72207
501..225-7804

ARIZONA, FLAGSTAFF

Mr., Charles Supplee, Director
Teacher Corps
College of Education
Northern Arizona University
Flagstaff, Arizona 86001

" 602-523-4668

ARTZO0NA. PHOENIX

Mre, Barbara Ronan
3301 East Cypress
Phoenix, Arizona 85008
602-275-1821

Mr. Pepe'Martinez, Coordinator
valle Del Sol, Inc,

1209 S, First Avenue

Pheenriy, Arizona 85004
602-258-6797

CALIFVORNIA, BALIWTN PARK

Mrs. Lester Dimon

357). N, Maine Avenue

Baldwin Parck, California 91706
213-237-7955

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTICN
AT5 AMG INDUSTRIES TUILDINC
WASHINGION, D.C. 20560

(202) 381 6117
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CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES

Mr, Leo Aparicio

Los Angeles Board of Education
450 N, Grand Avenue :
Los Angeles, California 90012
213-223-3354

CALIFORNTA, MADERA

Mr, Robert Herrick, Director
Research and Projects

Madera Unified School District
1902 Howard Road

Madera, California 93637
209-673-9151

CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO

Mrs. Jule Johnson, Program Director
575 Ninth Avenue

San Francl sco, California 94118
415-751-0680

Mrs. Carl W, Stern, Coordinator
55 Raycliff Terrace

San Francisco, California 94115
415-922-2210

Mrs. Richard Mayer, Cooxdinatox

Friends of the San Francisco Public Libiany
Civic Center

San Francisco, California 94102
415-KL8-3770

CALLFORNTA, 'SANTA FE SPRINGS

Ms. Ruth Grams, Program Director
City Hall - 11710 Telegraph Road
Santa Fe Springs, California 90670
213-868-0511




COMNECYLICUL, HARTYORD

Miss Helen Canfield, Coordinator
500 Main Strecet

Hartford, Connccticut 006130
203-525-9121

Mrs. Sheila Scott, Director
Chauncey Harris School

315 Hudson Streect
Hartford, Connecticut 06106
203 -549 4342

DISTRICYL OF COLUMBIA

Mr. Malcolm J, Taylor, Jr.
Smithsonian Institution
Reading Is Fundamental

A & I 2407

Washington, D.C, 20560
202-381.-6117

FLOR1DA, AUBURNDALE

Mi. Arnold larris, Coordinator
The Coca Cola Company

Foods Division Grove Operations
P. 0. Box 247

Auburndale, Florida 33823
813~967-6611

Mr. Willie Reynolds, Program Director
P. 0. Box 247
Auburndale, Florida 33823

(contact Mr. Harris)

FLORIDA, ST, PETERSBURG

Mrs. Samuel D, Bankston

2316 16th Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
813-867-1419

KANSAS, MANHATTAN

Mr. Leo M, Schell

Department of Curriculum
& Instruction

College of Education

Holton lall

Kansas State University

Manhattan, Kansas 66502

913-532-6764
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KENTUCKY, BEATIYVILLE

Mrs. Carol Kincaid

.Lee County Rural Child Care ?roject

P. 0. Dox 236
Beattyville, Kentucky 41311
606~464-8686

KENTUCKY, OWENSIORO

Dr. W, D, Miller

Board of Education
Owensboro Public Schools
620 Walnut Street
Owensboro, Kentucky 42301
502-685-2981

INDIANA, COLUMBUS

Mrs, Robert Newsom
2712 Riverside Drive
Columbus, Indiana 47201
812-372-7360

IOWA, MOUNT AYR

Mr. Russell M. Boyd

Federal Programs Director

Mount Ayr Community School District
204 North Lincoln

Mount Ayr, Iowa 50854

515-464-2234

515-464~2236 (Superintendent's Office)

MAINE, INDIAN ISLAND

Mr, Michael Ranco, Co-~Director
Learning Resource Center

4 Bridge Street

Indian Island, Maine 04468
207-827-2767

MARYLAND, BALTIMORE

Mrs, John Neff

2840 St. Paul Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21218
301~338-1173



MARYLAMD, CENTREVIJIE

Mrs, M, F, Townsend

Box A

Centreville, Maryland 21617
301-758-0434

MARYIAND, ROCKVILLE

Mrs, Marian White

7701 Duew Wood Drive
Derwood, Maryland 20855
301-948-9830

MASSACHUSEI'LS, FRAMINGHAM

Mrs, Rita L, McLaughlin

126 University Road

Brookline, Massachusetts 0214C
617-872-3501

MICHIGAN, MONROL

Mr, Raymond Bottom

. Director of Compensatory Education
Monroe Public Schools

Monwoe, Michigan 48161
313-~CH1-0330

MISSISSIPPI, JACKSON

Miss Mary Love, Dizcctor
Mississippi Library Coamission
405 State Office Building
Jackson, Mississippl 39201
601.-354~6369 '

MISSISSIPPI, PRENTILSS

Mr, Alphonso Williams

P. 0, Box 176 e
Prentiss, Mississippi 39474
601-792.~5346

MISSOURY, ST. LOUIS

Mrs, Donald Eldredge
6819 Waterman

St, Louis, Missouri 63130
3147258254

NEW JERSEY, ATLANTIC CITY

Mvr. Ben Barkan, Dirvectox
Elementary Education

Atlantic City Public Schools
1809 Pacific Avenue

Atlantic City, New Jersey 08401
609-344-2896

NEY JERSEY, FLEMINGION

Mrs. Evelyn Stewart

Barley Sheaf School Library

Barley Sheaf~Reaville Road

Flemington, New Jersey 08822 .

201-.782-8331 !

NEY JERSEY, NEWARK
Mr, Charles Hester
31 Eldorado Place
Weehawken, New Jexsey 07087

NEW YORK, BROOKLYN

Mrs, Alma Brown, Director
Neighborhood Center
Bedford-Stuyvesant Restoration Corp
300 Albany Drive

Brooklyn, New York 11213
212-772-4700

NEW YORK, MAMARONECK

Mrcs, Norman Waters
Mamaroneck Free Library
136 Prospect Avenue
Mamaroneck, New York 10543
914~698~-1250

NEW YORK, SYRACUSE

Mrs. Bernice Robertson
School Volunteexrs

910 Eric Boulevard Last
Syracuse, New York 13210
315-472-6723




OHIO, CINCINNATI Mrs, Edvard D, Eddy, Coordinatox
Chatham College

Mrs, Lenore D, Wirthlin 129 VWoodland Road

Cincinnati Public Schools " Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15232

Education Center 412-521-3276

230 East Ninth Street

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 PENNSYLVANIA, PLYMOUTH MEETING

513-621-7010

' Mrs, Geraldine K, Gipson

OlI0, CLEVLIAND Colonial School District
Germantown Pike ’

Mrs. Elnora M, Portteus Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania 19462

Directing Supervisor 215-825-1500

School Libraries

Woodhill-Quincy Center PENNSYLVANTA, READING

10500 Quincy Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44106 Mrs, Thomas E, Shultz

216-2.29~3525 5 Wendy Road
Reading, Pennsylvania 19601

PENNSYIVANIA, PHILADELPHIA 255-375-6501

Mrs. Bernard G, Segal, Cocrdinator PENNSYLVANIA, TOWANDA

Apt. 19 C 44

2401 Pennsylvania Avenue Mr. Norman C. Martin

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19130 Mulberry Street School

215--CE5~5060 Towanda, Pennsylvania 18848
717-265-2544

Mrs., Jean Wxrice, Program Director

3826 Spring Garden Street SOUTH CAROLINA, BEAUFORT

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19130

215-349-8218 Mrs. Mary P, Easterling
Reading Supervisor

PENNSYLVANIA, PIHILADELPHIA Beaufort County School District
Drawer 350

Mr. Calvin Hackney Beaufort, South Carolina 29902

L. P, Hill School 803-524-2660

32nd Ridge Avenue

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19132 TEXAS, HOUSTON

215-Pur~1542 :

Ms, Bea Smith
PENNSYLVANJA, PITTSBURCH Federal Programs Office (HISD)
302 Weslayan
Mrs. Austina Bradlcy, Program Director Houston, Texas 77027

Urban League of Pittsburgh 713-623-5369

1000 N. llomewood Avcnue

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15208 Mrs, Laura Mewhinney
412-243-661.0 Program Information Coordinatox

Federal Programc Office (HISD)
Mrs. lavera Brown, Assist Program Dir, 302 Weslayan
Urban League of Pittchburgh Houston, Texas 77027
1000 N. Homewood Avenue 713-621-8040
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15208
412--243-6610
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TEXAS, SEGUIN

Mrs., Roy J. Enquist
1213 Feller Drive
Seguin, 7exas 78155
512-379-6087

WEST VIRGINIA, BLUETIELD

Mrs, Cora Johnson

616 Yadkins Street

Rlueficld, West Virginia 24701
304-589-3532

304-325-3356

WEST VIRGINJA, HUNTINGTON

Mrs, Susan Carlson

2009 North Fnglewood Road
Huntington, West Virginia 25701
304~523~5838

Miss Jan Young

RIF in West Virginia, Inc.

P, 0. box 1565

Huntington, Vest Virginia 25716
304-235-2262

304-253-6074 (home-Beckley,W,Va,)

WISCONSIN, GILLETT

Mr. Robert E, Welty

Cooperative Educational Service
Agency No, 3

Projcct SHARE

Gillett, Wisconsin 54124

414-855-21.14

WISCONSIN, RACINE

Mrs. Ruby Jackson

Unified School District No. 1
2230 Northwestern Avenue
Racine, Wisconsin 53404
414-632-6478

<0
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DEVELOFING RIF PROGRAMS

DELAWARE, WIIMINGTON

Mrs., C, Marcus Olson

378 Sharpless Road
Hockessin, Delaware 19707
302-239~-5058

Rev., George Chapman
Immanuel Episcopal Church
2400 -~ 17th Street
Wilmington, Delaware 19806
302-658~7326

ILLINOIS, CHICAGO

Mr. Andrew Robinson

Director of Education Programs
Chicago Urban League

4500 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60653
312-285-5800

Mr. James Cooke

. Continental Bank

231 LaSalle Street .
Chicago, Illinois 60681
312-828~2304

1LLINOIS, ROCKFORD

Mr, William J. Galaway
Special Project III
Rockford Public Library
215 N, Wyman Street
Rockford, Illinois 61101
815-965~6731 Ext. 74

MICHIGAN, DETROIT

-

Mrs., Annice M, Watkins

Coordinator, Library Advisory Board

Mayor's Commission For Human
Resources Development (MCMRD)

5533 Woodward Avenue

Detroit, Michigan 48202

313-831-2776

Mr. Brad Pitts

30033 Young Drive
Gibraltar, Michigan 48173
313-675~4530

o |

NEW JERSEY, GLASSBORO

Mr. Terrence llealey

Public Affairs Director
WGLS-FM

Box 116

Glagsboro, New Jersey 08028

NEW YORK, NEW YORK CITY

Dr. Jerome Carlin

Board of Education
Bureau of English

131 Livingston St:reet
Brooklyn, New York 11201
212-596-4912

NEW YORK, NIAGARA FALLS

Mrs, Roma E, Turner

Centre Avenue Community Education Center
Highland and Centre Avenue '
Niagara Falls, New York 14305
716-285~8488 '

NEW YORK, PORTCHESITER

Mrs, Jennie Davidson, Director
Portchester Citizens Anti-Poverty Assos,
113 Purdy Avenue

Portchester, New York 10573
914~937~5122 '

Mrs, Daniel Luxenberg

9 Bonwit Road

Portchester, New York 10573
914.-WE7~4766

NORTH CAROLINA, GREENSBORO

Mr, Richard B, Latta, Director
Planning and Public Affairs

Enonomic Opportunity Cpuncil of Guilford Cty. ﬁ

P, 0., Box 300
Greensboro, North Carolina 27401
919-272-8195 -

OKTAHONMA, TULSA.

Mrs, Alli Beth Martin
Tulsa Library System
400 Civic Center
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74103
918-581-~5154
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PENNSYLVANTA, PHITADELPHIA

Mr. William Banks

Junior Chamber of Commerce

35 South 16th Strect
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19102
215-108-3206

Mr. John Sennott

United Communities Southeast Pa.
633 Catherine Street
Philadelphia, Pemnsylvania 19147
215-736-4120 '

TENNESSEE, NASHVILLE

Dr. Sammie Lucus, Director
Community Education
Metropolitan Public Schools
Room 213 ~ Howard Schools
700 Second Avenue South
Nashville, Tennassce 37210
615-255-8422

VIRGINIA, RESTON

Mrs. Barbara Newton
1460 Teacontree Lane
Reston, Virginia 22070
703~434--5742.
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ORDER SHEET

PUBLICATIONS

1. RIF's Guide to Book Selection

One copy F'ree
More than one copy $1.00
More than 50 copies $0.50

2. RIF's Guide to Book Selection, Supplement 1

One copy Free
More than one copy $0.50
More than 50 copies $0. 25

3, RIF's Guide to Book Selection, Supplement 2

One copy Free
More than one copy $1.00
More than 50 copies $0.50

4, Action For Change ‘Descriptive Brochure)

One copy Free
More than one copy $0. 50
More than 50 copies $0. 25

5, RIF's Guide to Developing a Program

One copy Free
More than one copy $0.50
More than 50 copies $0. 25

OTHER AVAILABLE FREE MATERIAL

1, Adams School Classroom Book Project Report

Special RIF Project in a Washington, D. C., school.

2. Bequest of Wings
Film of Pilot Project in the Washington, D, C. schools.

Make check payable to Smithsonian Institution RIF.

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
ARTS AND INDUSTRIES BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20560

(202) 381 6117
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Whatis RIF

Reading Is FUN-damental is a national pro-
gram designed to motivate children to read
by using a simple device: Give children in-
expensive, attractive, paperback books about
things they know—people, characters, his-
tory, events, ideas that interest them; let
them freely choose the books they want from
a wide selection approved by educators; let
them keep the books.

In most instances, the books they take
home are the very first books they have ever
owned. For the children served by RIF are
among the millions who come from homes
where, usually, there are no books, where
no one reads for reference, or learning, or
just for enjoyment.

These are the children who live in the
urban black ghettos, on Indian reservations,
in Appalachia’s hollows, in Chicano and
Puerto Rican barrios, in rural areas in the
deep South, and elsewhere. They are chil-
dren with no incentive to read. And their
futures are predictable—as narrow and un-
rewarding as the world they live in.

But, RIF has found a way to widen the
world of these children. Wherever it is in
operation, more children are reading—for
fun; and they are learning, too.

RIF getsresults

Nationwide reports tell us what happens
when RIF introduces books to children.

« Shortly after RIF began in one community,
the school’s library circulation doubled.

+ A year-and-a-half after RIF was intro-
duced in a poor neighborhood, parents and
children bought 17,000 paperbacks at a
project book fair.
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« In another area when the program began,
RIF's “best seller” was “Batman” But
a year later, E. B. White's “Charlotte’s
Web” led the list.

o Teachers constantly ask, ‘“Where can we
find books like these? The children love
them.”

Whoruns RIF
How does it work

From Houston to St. Louis to Pittsburgh,
in Mississippi, Arizona, West Virginia, and
elsewhere, each RIF project is locally orga-
nized, locally run, and supported by local
funds raised in the community.

The projects are large and small. They
range from a program for 32 third-grade
youngsters in Racine to one serving 22,000
children in Houston.

Sponsors are many and varied organiza-
tions and/or individuals, or a combination of
the two. Among them are large corporations,
boards of education, women’s clubs, alumni
associations, foundations, libraries, civic
organizations. Just about anyone can orga-
nize a RIF project.

In Washington, the national RIF office
serves as a clearing house, providing guid-
ance, technical advice, conducting work-
shops in how to organize and run projects,
serving as go-between to bring together per-
sons in various cities, towns and states who
want to start projects.

RIF began as a modest experiment funded
by the Ford Foundation, housed in the Smith-
sonian Institution. Its reputation spread and
soon local projects were mushrooming around
the country. Since RIF began, more than 2
million books have been distributed to about
half a million children.
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Wherever RIF is in operation, it is creat-
ing in children a new awareness of what
books hold for them, introducing children
to the use of libraries, motivating children
to buy books to learn, to read for pleasure.

What youcan
do about RIF...

s As an Individual. ..

You can explore with like-minded friends,
neighbors and colleagues, the possibilities
of organizing a local project.

You will need to know how you can obtain
local financial support to buy and distrib-
ute books. National RIF will show you
how to organize and run a successful
project.

+ If You Belong to an Organization . . .

(the PTA, Chamber of Tommerce, local
chapter of the Urban League, Rotary Club,
a woman'’s club, Jaycees, neighborhood or
trade association, or any other civic, fra-
ternal, business or social group)

You can propose that your group, or a
combination of two or more, sponsor RIF
as a year-round, local, public-service ac-
tivity.

Or, you can send us the name of the group’s
president, or professional director, or
chairman of the program committee, and
we shall send, at your suggestion, infor-
mation about RIF.

+ You Can Contribute Money . . .

Buy books for those RIF projects where
local funds are virtually non-existent—like
Mississippi, Appalachia, Indian reserva-
tions and others. (All contributions are tax
deductible.)

» Your contributions go a long way ...
$ 2 buys b books for one child
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$ 10 buys 5 books each for 5 children

$ 20 buys 5 books each for 10 children

$ 50 buys 5 books each for 25 children

$ 100 buys 5 books each for 50 children

$1,000 buys 5 books each for 500 children
(Checks and money orders should be made
payable to: RIF-Smithsonian Institution.)

« Inquire About Federal Support . . .

Federal funds can be used to buy paper-
back books to give to children to keep as
their own. (The Elementary and Secon-
dary Education Act — Titles I, II, III —
and the Model Cities Law — Public Law
89-754 — can provide funds for books.)
You can make certain your local public
schools and libraries are taking advantage
of these funds.

If you send us the names of Board of Edu-

cation members, principals and teachers,
and librarians in your community, we
shall tell them about RIF and send them
RIF's Guide to Book Selection.

» Work With Others...
If you want to be in touch with others in
your area who would like to start a RIF
project, or who already have one in opera-
tion, we can let you know where they are.

RIF’s goal is to show children the range of
treasure, now and in the future, they will
find in books. They cannot know what is
in them unless they have the books from
which to learn.

Do join us — in any way you can.

NOTE : RIF also has special programs for
corporate sponsorship.

RIF/Smithsonian Institution/Washington, D.C. 20560

<8

IFAMERICA IS

TO GROW. UP THINKING

Y

L'd

N i ¥ N W ey



