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PHILOSOPHY OF THE CORPUS CHRISTI PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The schools are committed to helping all boys and girls develop
the competencies required for active participation in the American
way of life. This premise is the foundation for the tenets of the
philosophy of the Corpus Christi Public Schools: '

« We believe the schools exist primarily for the benefit of
boys and girls of the community they serve. Therefore, the
schools should provide an educational program to meet the
individual needs of every student.

« We believe the curriculum should provide broad subject matter
ereas and educational programs within which the principal,
the teacher, and the student have latitude and discretion.

+ We believe the curriculum should be effective as a means of
continual child growth. Therefore, constant evaluation,
adaptation, and development of the curriculum are necessary.

« We believe &n organized program of teaching and learning is
essential for pupils to learn directly from valuable exper-
iences and to develop a sense of belonging through oppor-
tunities provided in the total prccess.

. We believe pupils should learn that éertain duties and respon-
sibilities go with the privileges they enjoy in our demecratic
community, state, and nation.



OBJECTIVES OF THE CORPUS CHRISTI PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The schools are dedicated to giving every child the best edu-
cation possible as preparation for living in a democratic society.
Therefore,. they seek

» To develop in every child a love of and an appreciation for
the rights, the privileges, and the responsibilities guaranteed
by our form of government

. To provide opportunities for the individual to develop apti-
tudes and abilities s well as to acquire skills and knowl?dge
necessary to meet the demands of a conctantly changing society

« To provide & brogram of learning that encourages the child ?o
develop to the limits of his capacity, with the program having
opportunity for the child

-- Tu vbluin un education suatable to his personal abilities,
interests, and needs

-- To develop mentally, morally, emotionally, social;y, and
physically so as to be better able to cope with life's
problems

-= To acquire cultural and aesthetic understandings and
galn appreciatioan for the fine arvus

-- To learn the meaning of good citizenship and democracy
through participation and interest in community and
world affairs

-= To develop an appreciation for our American heritage and
democratic way of life
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Preface

The purpose of the Child Development Guide is to orient teachers to the
unique needs and abilities of the Kindergarten child and to offer a suggested
program. It is not the intent of the writers to limit the creativity or
ingenuity of the teachers in any way. On the contrary, it is our hope that
the guide will stimulate and inspire the teachers.

Melba G. Kerns
Consultant

July, 1970
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PART I:

IT'S A BIG WORLD
AN AURAL-ORAL ACTIVITY GUIDE
ENGLISH EDITION
KINDERGARTEN



Philosoghx

Each child, unique in his strength and weaknesses, needs experiences which
nurture feelings of self-confidence and self-respect. It is essential

that he acquire positive attitudes toward himself, others, and his envir-
onment. The opportunities provided in living and learning during his early
years formulate later behavioral patterns of growth and development.

The young child's eagerness to learn and his attitude of inquiry stimulate
cognitive development; therefore, play is vital in these formative years.
It is the natural medis through which learning takes place. It assists

in social~emotional adjustment, physical coordination, and creative ex-
pression. Through play, a child accurately reflects not only his thoughts,
feelings, and values, but also the kind and amount of experiences he has
had. It is unique in its revelation.

Language facility and concept development are also broadened through play-
related experiences. As the child interacts with both peers and adults

in an appropriately designed kindergarten center, the basic foundations
for future learnings are accomplished.

Parental involvement in the kindergarten program is essential. The close
cooperation of the home and the school supports the child's growth and

development.
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Classroom Organization

The Kindergarten Program is organized to encourage the development of listening
hebits, verbal skills, acceptable social patterns, and intuitive number concepts.
It provides patriotic experiences and gives instruction in science and health. 1In
addition, activities tostering appreciation of the fine arts are an.essential part

of the program.

Teacher-guhided listening activities provide excellent opportunities
for the teacher to stress intonations, correct pronunciation, and
rhythm patterns. Phonogreph records, tape recorders, and films
further expand listening skills.

Materials and experience not within but closely related to the
child's own environment extend verbal skills and improve oral

language.

Social attitudes are directed as the child investigates and explores
the community. Parties, games, field trips, and other social
situations provide & setting for motivations.

Number concepts and number vocabulary are part of the deaily
activities. These activities include counting for necessary
information and comparison of sizes, shapes, and amounts. The
term set is introduced in relation to groups or collections.

Science consisti of exploring and investigating the environment

through sensory reactions. For instance, a study of rain includes |

seeing, smelling, touching, tasting, hearing, and feeling. |
i

Other studies in making the child's environment more meaningful
follow the same pattern.

Daily activities stress patriotism through patriotic symbols, songs,
and holidays.

The propram presents an abundance of opportunities to acquaint
; the c¢hild with good music, art, and literature. The teacher plays
g an importent role in inspiring the child to express his own
creativity with various media.

The daily schedule consists of large blocks of time interspersed
with varied activities. The program is consistent and establishes
a normal and regular sequence but, at the same time, is flexible
enough to allow for special events. One such large block of time.
consists of self-selected activities. A child needs an opportunity
to select, organize, and assimilate knowledge through dramatic
play, painting, and working with manipulative materials.

The classroom arrangement is uncluttered with specific areas
designated for the different activities. Emphasis is placed on
the proper care, usage, and replecing of materials to develop a
sense of responsibility in the child.

14
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DAILY SCHEDULE

Arrival, greeting, and self-selected activities. These
activities are carried on independently and include looking
at books, bead stringing, or clay modeling. Pupil converses
in his dominant language.

Language Development :

Opening exercises: sharing experiences, roll check,
Pledge of Alleglance

Health

Weather Observation

Work-Play Activities

These include social dramatization in housekeeping center,
music and art, block building, woodworking, sand and water
play. Pupil converses in his dominant language.

Outside play

Routine: Toileting and hand washing

Snack Time

Language Arts Activities

Music and Rhythms

Clean-up Time

Lunch

Rest

Language Development

Outdoor Play

Routine: Toileting and hand washing

Story Time

Music and Rhythms

Evaluation of day's activities and dismissal
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Description of Kindergarten Activities

Self-Selected Activities

The teacher grevts the child as he enters and attempts to make him
feel welcome. The child begins the day with self-selected activities.
The teacher supggests activities (puzzles, clay, dolls) for the reluc-
tant child; however, the child should eventually become independent
in regard to sclection. He should enter the classroom, choose an ac-
tivity, and begin work immediately. The number of children working in
one activity should be limited and the child acquainted with these
limits. He must also be encouraged to remsin with an activity until

e goal has been attained. The importance of returning material to its
proper place must be stressed as an aspect of pupil responsibility.
Replacement of materiel begins at a pre-established signal such as a
bell, whistle, or piano note. When the signal is repeated, the chil-
dren assemble for directed languege activities.

Directed Language Activities

The "show and tell" period provides opportunities for free oral expres-
sion. Each child is encouraged to show or tell something of interest.
The teacher provides objects of interest or gives verbal clues to prompt
the participation of a timid child. During this period, emphesis is
placed on complete sentences, correct grammer, and accurate pronuncisa-
tion. However, the child should not be interrupted while he is spesk-
ing, as this could cause embarrassment or confusion.

The oral language development period consists of several carefully
spaced periods of intensive oral drill. FEach period will be approxi-
mately ten minutes in duration. The basic sentence patterns illustra-
ted in the units serve as the models. The expanded patterns may be
altered according to the experience level of the child. The teacher may
intersperse games, songs, poems, stories, dramatics, puppetry, finger
plays, and flannel board activities between the intensive drill periods
to motivate and reinforce oral language usage.

Snack Time

BEach child is served a simple mid-morning snack. Good manners, sharing,
and teking turns are particularly importent. Aides may assist with the
distribution of the food during the first few days of the program.
However, as soon as possible, each child should be assigned to and held
responsible for & specific duty such as passing out the milk, straws,
cookies, and napkins. The teacher should also establish a procedure
for group participation in clean-up activities.

o L
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Crentive Development

The creative development period is used for self-expression and imagi-
native projects. Activities include songs, rhythmic expression through
body movement and percussion instruments, science experiments, drama-
tizations, and art projects. All of the children are encouraged to
participate in the same activity during this period.

Outdoor Play

The outdoor play period consists of both teacher-directed and free play.
During the teacher-directed play, the cnild learns games requiring sen-
tence patterns closely related to the basic vocabulary. At other times
the child is given an opportunity to use playground equipment with an
aide pguiding conversation.

Rest

A short rest period is essential. Five-year-olds are highly active
and often resist rest. A darkened room and quiet music helps them to
relax. Bath towels or small throw rugs may be placed on the floor as
mats. However, the teacher may simply have each child put his head on
his desk with eyes closed for a brief period.

Work-Play Period

The work-play period is the largest block of time during the day. The
child has an opportunity to use his initiative in plamning, working,
and sharing without teacher domination. Dramatic activities and role
playing in the housekeeping area help the child experiment with adult
roles, thereby cnabling him to become aware of sense of the realities
of living. Building with blocks helps develop eye-hand coordination
and & sense of balance in relation to objects. Tempera and finger
palnting encourage creative expression and tend to release frustrations
and tensions. A definite procedure must be established to ensure a
smooth clean-up period and help develop responsibility in the child.
The adult in charge may assist only when help is imperative. The child
will not mature if he is babied. A permissive atmosphere should pre-
vail with overexuberance kept within bounds.
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Procedures for Using Units

To facilitate individual participation, language arts groups should
contain a maximum of ten children to provide for greater individual
participation. An independent activity can be assigned to the other
pupils in the class. Reassemble the children st the end of the period
for a unifying activity such as an appropriate game or song.

Control of the basic sentence patterns included in this guide will
enable the pupil to use the basic structures of English. FPFor this
reason, emphasis has been placed on patterns illustrating word form
and word order, the changes in the verb forms, the plurals and singu-
lars of nouns, subject and verb agreement, and the place of adverbs
and adjectives in the word order.

The teacher should feel free to select the patterns she feels best
suited to the immediate needs of the pupil. However, she should fol-
low a sequential development in the presentation of the sentence
patterns.

Netive speakers of Spanish frequently are unable to "hear" the sounds
in English which do not occur in their own language. The teacher gives
oral practice to train them to hear these sounds. It is the teacher's
responsibility to give a correct model and to see that the pupil re-
sponds correctly.

The program outlined in this guide stresses the acquisition of speech
patterns rather than the mastery of word lists. For this reason, the
pupil is required to speak in complcte sentences. The intonational
pattern of each sentence is vital to the mastery of a speech pattern,
and the teacher should emphasize this aspect as well as the structure
of the sentence. The teacher listens for mistakes in intonation and
slress as the pupil says the sentence and she corrects him immediately
by reproducing the correct pattern. When the teacher feels the pupil
has completely mastered the structurc of the sentence as well as the
intonational pattern, and his respouse in both areas has become auto-
matic, she no longer needs to insist on complete sentences from this

pupil.

<1
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Hand Gestures

Hand gestures play an important part in the use of sentence patterns. The
teacher says the sentence or words and then gives the signal for response
with her hands. The teacher practices these gestures until they become
automatic for her. ;

All class response

The teacher uses both hands
‘-"% for entire class response.

Half class response ;

The teacher uses one hand
for half class response
and indicates which half
of class is to respond.
A variation of this type
of response is.to have
the boys repeat the pat-
tern, then the girls.

Individual response

The teacher points to one
pupil for individual response
and places her other hand
over her lips in order to

n signal the others to remain
quiet. ‘




Several problems encountered by native speakers of Spanish are listed below

along with procedures to correct them.

pair drills, she should immediately put the words in sentences.

I.

II.

IITI.

Contrasting the short sounds of i, e, and a:

The teacher prepares a list of words with vowel sounds similar to
those listed below. She pronounces the words and the class imitates
in unison. She gives individual help where needed.

pit - pet - pat
did - dead - dad
big -~ beg - bag
bid - bed - bad
miss - mess - mass

Use of the z and s sounds:

Spanish has no z sound as represented by the English s. The teacher
uses & replica of a bee picture or toy to practice this sound. She
moves the bee to indicate flying and says z-z-z-z-2z. The class
imitates her, at the same time saying the sound.

Since many Spanish speaking students have difficulty with the initial
s sound, the teacher uses a toy snake and shows the pupils the snake
as she says s-s-s-s. The class imitates her by making the same sound
and pretending to be snakes. Then the class repeats the words after

her.

stone stop
stay still
stairs

Distinguishing between the y and j sounds:

Spanish language oriented pupils often substitute an English j sound
for y. The teacher needs to use a yo-yo to introduce the y sound.

She bounces the yo-yo as the class says the word yo-yo. The teacher
then says different words the same sound and the class repeats them.

yellow yes yard yet yawn
yell you year yarn young

The initial j sound cen be introduced with the word jump. The
teacher says the word and jumps, indicating for the pupils to
imitate her actions and to say the word. The teacher says several
words with this sound and the class repeats them after her.

Jjar Jump just
Jug John Jack

After the teacher uses these minimal
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Iv,

Use the sh and ch sounds:

The gh and ch sounds are confusing for many native Spanish speakers.
The teacher introduces the sh sound by holding one finger to her lips
and saying sh-sh-sh. The class imitates her. She then gives several
words with the sh sound for the class to repeat.

sheet ship
shirt shell
short she

The ¢h sound is distinguished from the sh sound by giving alternating
woxrds for each sound.

chin shirt
church ship
chair short
child sheet

The class can Practice the ch sound by pretending to be trains
and saying choo-choo=-choo.
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