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oummary Report on American Indian Anthropology-Navajo

Through the funds provided by the Office of Education and

Navajo Community College major accomplishments were realized in

the development of a Navajo Studies Curriculum which would rer-

fleet the thinking of the Navajo themselves.

Early in the study a group of Navajo Statesmen and elders

formed the Advisory Board to the Project . A number of the

members of the Advisory Board are respected medicine men. In

fact, one member of the Board, Denet Tsosie, died during the

project and another subst ntial contributor to the project in

terms of stories and inforMation, Albert Sandoval, died also

during the project life.

Perhaps the most successful aspect of the Project was the

iaentification on the part of the Navajo themselves what they

wanted included in the Navajo Culture Curriculum to be taught

at the adult level. It is interesting that the area of most

intense interest and concern was in the area we labOled "The

Origin of the Navajo." This portion of Navajo Culture is in

effect the Navajo Bible and the Advisory Board spent over 80%

of its time in providing guidance and direction'in identifying

and correcting materirds to be used in this area. One of the

problems that arose was over the large amount of time spent

at the direction and insistence of the Advisory Committee in

the area of collecting materials for this period of the "Origin

of the Navajo" at the expense of the other areas.



Through the efforts of the Advisory Committee a group of

Navajo Medicine Men were identified who were willing to speak

to the students in greater depth about the "Origin of the Navajo.

The scope and sequence developed thl'ough the actual experiment-

ation in classes in Navajo Studies at Navajo Community College

led to certain better approaches to be followed.

1. Textbook material is essential-but such ma e ial
must be written by Navajo and for Navajo.

2. Anthropological materials can supp7ement but can
never take the place of original Navajo material-
collected and prepared by Navajo.

If no such original Navajo material is available
it is inadequate and inappropriate to use anthro-
pological materials.

4. Navajo prepared material should be supplemented
with talks in class by Navajo medicine men and
other Navajo specialists.

5. Classes in Navajo History and Culture must have
roots in the community and not in a classroom.

6. There must be a separate classroom for Navajo
Studies which should be filled with materials,
pictures, etc., reflecting Navajo Culture-it
must be like a church.

Traditional types of written tests are not
valuable but actual field experiences-helping
with ceremonies, learning ceremonies, etc.-are
the best ways to evaluate learning.

Navajo parents and leaders expect Navajo Community
College to teach Navajo Culture and Language to all
Navajo sUidents without exception.

9. Taped materials in Navajo are a rich and a valuable
means to learn about Navajo Culture and should be
utilized for maximum learning.

10. Students enrolled in Navajo Studies at Navajo
Community College should teadh Navajo Culture
at the high school and elementary school level.
This maxiwizes learning and makes it possible
for more Navajo young people to learn about
Navajo Culture. It should be pointed out that at



present less than one school out of twenty on the
Navajo Reservation teaches Navajo Culture-largely
because of the excuse of the absence of adequate
teachers and materials.

In the development of the course of study certain modifi-

cations become necessary as the study developed-particularly

as a result of the guidance and emphasis provided by tne

Advisory Board and already discussed.

The section on the Navajo Origin became extended, and a

greater proportion of the Project's time and energies were

directed to this area than to all other areas combined. In

the words of Howard Gorman, Member of the Board of Regents

and Advisory Committee member and co-author: "There is nothing

that we need more nor is there any other area in which we lack

as much as we do in developing stories about our origin. Non-

Navajo have their Bible which they use and respect. Navajos

UP to this time have not had their Bible in a written form.

I believe this Project should concentrate on this a d do this

well."

The section entitled the "Contact Period 1629-1SG8" was

changed both in terms of time and title. In developing an

acceptable curriculum for use by the Navajo Studies Program

at Navajo Community College, it became evident to the Navajo

that the divisions pre?ared for use in the Proposal did not

make sense in terms of Navajo thoughts and desires.

As a result this second period of Navajo Culture was re-

titled "The Growth of the Navajo-Up to 1960." You will note

no date for the beginning of the period; nor is there any date

acceptable to the Navajo for the dates of the Origin of the

Navajo Period.



Two important events took place in "the Growth of the

Navajo Period" which in future reports and materials wouldbe

more heavily presented: these are the Long Walk and StoCk

Reduction. With funds from this project, and supplemented

with funds from the Navajo Studies Program at Navajo Comnunity

College, a nuMber of tapes were collected from older Navajos

telling about these event., from the point of view of the Navajo.

The Advisory Committee recommended that these materials be sub-

stantially increased and later two separate and complete books

be Published dealing with these events. Special funds w111

have to be sought and obtained before such an expanded under-

taking is possible.

In effect what has been done with respect tothe outline

originally developed in the proposal is to condense four

periods of history into three. The Contact Period and the

Post-Long Walk Period was condensed at ths-ziffetd76-Of-the Navajo

Advisory Board into a sin-le period called "The Growth of the

Navajo."

The last period of Navajo Culture listed is "the Navajo

Today and Tomorrow 1960 - into the future." The material

collected under this heading came largely from current tribal

officials and reflects their emphasis as te those areas which

should rece ve attention. The Advisory Board also felt that

this was an area which needs a complete book or books to be

covered adequately. The material included does in no way

represent what is felt to be an adequate and thorough .cover-

age of-this division of Navajo Culture: rather it reflects

7



a beginning for the purpose of this pr ject and was the result

of the earlier emphasis on the Origin. What is here includ d

covers the period in question until such time as time and money

permits a more detailed account. The Advisory Board felt that

tha Origin of the Navajo must take precedent in as much as

those knowing the stories were dying of old age. They felt

that information and material which would be used in "The Navajo

Today and Tomorrow" was more accessible and there was less pres-

sure to do it completely now.

The evaluation of the materials developed by a panel of

Navajo elders and leaders proved most encouraging. The Advisory

Board, which had the evaluation function, reviewed each and

every curriculum material developed. It is only fair to say

that the Board spent much of its evaluation effort dealing with

the Origin of the Navajo. Tribal members who were not on the

Advisory Board were also involved in the evaluation of this

section of Navajo Culture. medicine men from Round Rock, Rough

Rock, Tsaile, Lukachukai and Many Farms all contributed to re-

viewing and commenting upon the material. It should not be

thought that all of these individuals agreed as to content or

subject matter. This wms not the case. It is much like which

version of the Bible is right or best. In oral traditions there

is no single universally accepted correct version. There are

a number of versions and the Origin of the Navajo reflects a

number of the stories which Navajo respect but there are equally

valid variations to these stories. This is what made the process

of agreeing upon a version to print.so difficult. Further r



visions are probable as the stories are refined through use and

discussion. The difficult process of getting something pre-

pared which commands a large degree of support has been com-

pleted. Refinement must now take place.

Finally, the students at Navajo Community college provided

a sounding board for the use and quality of the materials de-

veloped. The origin of the Navajo was the "textbook" used in

the first Semester of Navajo History and Culture taught at

Navajo Community College. In fact, an illustrated book is in

the process of being published which w1ll describe in some depth

the various courses offered in the Navajo Studies Program at

Navajo Community College.

The

used the

Navajo."

with the

second course in the Navajo History and culture ser es

materials prepared and entitled "The Growth of the

These materials have been most valuable and, alOng

large number of tapes colledted, there is a rich

'collection for use in this area of Navajo.Culture.

The third course-in the sequence of Navajo-History-and

-Culture courses atNavajo Community. College has never,been

'offered during the five seMester life-of the College. There-

fore, it is not posSiblet6 know'about:stddent reaction:and

evaluation.

The curriculum materials.developed are in the. Process Of

being printed and when this is done,

copies can be made available to high

as oPposed to mimeographing,

dchools-and other colleges.

Lack of money does not permit the publication of all developed

curriculum materials.
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INTRObUCTION

It shculd be pointed out that there are many different ve sions of the

Origin of the Navajo and the various unc1erworlds . There is little agree-

ment on the exact number of the previous worlds and there is disagreement

as to the colors assigned to the various worlds . Neve theless, there is

basic agreement as to the major events. The b auty of the stories

Navajo's c eati n and origin surely equals the beauty conta ned in Genesis.

Tapes in Navajo of the stories contained in this manuscript are avail-

able for use by Navajo students who want to study and use the original

material.

The document, one of the curriculum materials developed for use by

interested Navajo and interested educational institutions, was prePared in

part with funds provided by the Office of Education Small ResearCh Grant



THE FIRST WORLD - THE BLA K WORLD

The First World was black, had four corners and over these four

co ners appeared four cloud columns which were black, white, blue, and

yellow The East cloud column was called Folding Da n, the South one was

Folding Sky Blue, the West one was Folding Twilight and the North one was

Folding Darkness . Coyote visited these

match theirs, so he is called Child of the Dawn,

Twilight, and of the Darkn ss.

The First World was small in size

in a sea of water mist In the East, where the Black Cloud and the White

Cloud met, First Man was formed. With him was formed the white corn

which was perfect in shape with kernels covering the whole ear.

Man was not in his present shape and the creatures living in the' First

World were thought of as the Mist People. They had no definite 71orthas

we know them today, but they were to change- in later worlds to living
_

things as we know them.

Though little-else eiiisted ,that time the -Insect Beings had- developed

a Way of life because '"they-- recogniZed thez-vilue- a Making ;and Carrying :Out:

plans with the approval of one-,another-.'

On the western side of the 'First WOrld the_
and opposite

; -

Yellow Cloud., Where-: they e-aine

First-Woman was formed. th

with First Wernan Came



tFir Man stood on the eastern side of the Fir t Wor/d. He re-

presented the Dawn and was the Life Giv r. First Voman stood opposite

in the west. She represented Darkness and D-ath.

First Man burned a crystal for fire. The crystal b longed to the

male and was the symbol of the m nd and of clear-seeing. When First

Man burned it, it was the mind' s awakening . t Woman bu

turquoise for a fire. They saw each other's light and b

each other. Three

they found e

ned her

gan searching

s they were unsuccessful the fourth tim

ch other. First Woman saw that-First Man ad

crystal for

asked her to

There w re many different kinds of insects in the First World. There

were Spider Ants, Wasp People, and Black Ants. After the Wasps and

a ire and .that it

come and liv With him and

was stronger than her e. First Man

First Woman agreed.

the different Ant People, there came the Beetles, Dragonflies, -Bat People,

the Spider Man, and Spider Woman. Many of these diffei-ent insects knew

the secret of shOoting evil and could harm Others..

The various: Beings fought : among-tthemselves and the' iitire
,

popula-

tion emerged upward irito:the Blue SW-c5i-ld through an opening'__in the --EaSt.
,

With them came all the 'evilS 'eontained .WOrl _



THE SECOND WORLD - THE BLUE WORLD

Because of the qua ling in the First W rld the people clirrAaed up

to the Blue World. In the Blue World they found many people already

living there, such as Bluebirds, Blue Hawks, Blue Jays, Blue Her ns,

and many Blue-feathered beings.

1

There we re also larger insects living in the Se ond World, including

custs and crickets..

Before leaving the Black World, First Man collected four pillars of

Light and rolled them into small balls which he carried into the Second

World. With the help of Tobacco Horn Worm, who blew smoke at _the

four balls, they expended and became the four , pillars of Light.

The Second World contained a rnm-Lber of chambers and First Man
,

and his companions traveled,through thèrariüs `charnbers. In' Of the

chambers of the Second-World lived lkolVes_i, Wildcats', ::Badgers; =Kit
_ _



Man smoked and blew the smoke in the four directions. In this manner

he removed the p wer of evil from the people of the First World which

were the Insect People.

ave the Second World .

toward the East, next a

Next First Man and the others prepared to

First he laid a streak of Zig-Zag Lightn ng

eak of Straight Lightning, then RaInbow and

finally Sun Ray. None of thes

the West and finally the North .

lit le movement but

world.

First Man

moved so he shifted them to the South,

Each time he moved them there was a

not enough to alloW, the people to move into the next

hen made a wand o Jet, Turquo se, Abalone and White

Shell. On the wand he plac d four -footprin o the pe ple cciuld stand

on them and be carried up into the next world. In this manner they left

the Second World.



up

quarreling in the Second Wor d the people climbed

the Yellow World thrc.' an opening in the South.

The Bluebird was the first to reach the Third World. After him

came the First Four then the others.

A g t riv r cross d the land from north to South and this was

the Female River. Also there was a river crossing it from east to west

and this was the Male River. The place where the two rs c sed is

called the Crossing of the Waters. It is also called the Place Where

the Waters Grossed.

In the Yellow World there were six mountain

East - Sis naajint (Blanca Mt. ) Dawn or White Shell' Mt.

South - Soodizil (Moiint Talilor) Blue Bea& or' Turquoise Mt.

West - 'Dooleo'-ostildr,(Saii-:`=Frrari-e-iseo=`',Peak),---:Abalone, Shell Mt, r__

North, Dibe--nits-aa '(La,
a _

Ch'661-7:11 GOber'nlader;':.lcirie



Turkey d aced badk an d orth four times

dropped four kernels of- corn which werc

Next Big Snake came forward and he gave

pumpkin, the watermelon, the cantaloupe,

harvest from these seeds was yery large.

Boy visited and slept with First Woman .

he found his wife with Turquoise Boy and

firs t adultery.

and out of his feather coat

gray, blue, black and r d .

four seeds which were the

and the muskmelon, The

After the harvest, Turquoise

When First Man turned.home

was very hurt. This was the

At that time there were four, leaders: Big Snake, MOuntain Lion,
_

Otter, and Bear. Usually every morning First Man w uld talk the _

people telling them what to do that day. Aft -he found 'his wife-with

another man he no longer would come out and 'talk Là the people.

The leaders, went to seéFiràt Man td: find `-ont-vilwi hei no Jonger, spoke

to the people every mi)rning. I Firs t &Ian
_sp oke-,-to-thernand,-_-_--explained what

had happened and, why he-Was Worried and deeply ,-concerned first Man

spoke to his wife 'and 'asked her why she 'hadi'dane, it -and didif
,

_



Yellow Fox, Blue Fo and Badger had developed _n se ual appe

which mad them seek out other women, and they spread the p actice

adultery.

First Man _called the leade and other men together, except those

three or four men who were respinsible for the problem. Together they

discussed what should be done. Before a decision was reached-First

Man then asked for Na:dleeh (the hermaphrodite) to come to him. He

asked whether Na:dleeh had the proper utensils to carry out those tasks.

Nddleeh replied that he knew hoW to perform these tasks which were

usually performed by women, and that he had the proper utensils to carry

out these tasks.
_

The ,leaders and First Man decided to separate themselves (the males

from the women. They decided to build a rift and take all the Men, over

to the J, s de,,Of the rushing river, The',place`e the men' crossed the::

rivei was where water 'flowed--together and",there Was a--geat rushing"

hichi ma 6 aleit impeasible
-

m_ cros



happy to be rid of the m n, and besides they had three hand ome men

with them. At fi st the women did not mind being alone. They planted

small field ju t as the

r-v r.

The three men who we

en planted a corn field on their side of t e

left vith many women soon becam

hausted from trying to meet the

men's s xual desires whi h had

sexual demands of so many women. The

been so strong earlier, quickly disappeared.

Later the three men lost their voices and even their noses became smaller

as a result of the sexual demands of thi women_

the other side of the river 1\14dleeh ground the corn and cooked he

food so the men did not suffer. In a few years the women became lazy

and did not take care of their small field and it grew only weeds. At

times some of the women- -

the men but the swift and

empted t6 cross the river to try to rejoin

strong riv carried -them Off and- they ,

drowned,. _The- women ueed ,strange objectS to- satisfy their=2-lUS',iful 'Passions,

and the resUlt:was the bir

Men- attempted to satiSfy

th of,T30.04.1.3i giants-and'iiionster's .-- Sàm.e:_of t171

_ .of a recently killed--deer

Stiuckby- lightnin

r ee;Olial -d

hey ,ivere---' arkFa'



The men held a cleansing c

p oper ritual and s eatbaths, the

live wi h the men ,

First Man h d a pouch in

'le women. After the

n were purified-and returned to

which any things. One day as

he was digging into his pouch, a piece of white shell fell out onto the

ground. As the shell hit the ground it flipped. Coyote immediately

asked First Man for a small piece. First Man replied that Coyote

always asked for things and said things for no reason at all. Coyote

kept pleading until finally First Man gave him a small piece of the white

shell.

Coyote took the shell and went down to the water's edge where there,

was a whirlpool. The white shell caused the water to rise aryl. the,-
_

fourth time the children of *ater Monater could be seen.

up one of the babies and hid _it under his-- blariket

,

yote picked

Late z, it began to rain and, there -came -a great-110

Man learned of the corning of the flood from the
_--birds, he sent 'word to all the people and,

est mountain. First

'Iorrie earth from each of them.



The people cr wded nto the reed and began to climb up inside the

great reed. The water rose steadily below them and into the giant reed

yet the people kept ahead of the water. The people climbed up into the

Fourth World and came out at a place called The Emergence. Thc turkey

was the last animal out of the reed. The white foam created by the v olent

water current touched his tail and that is why even today the turkey's tail

feathers are tipped with white.

As they were erite

hiding something.

g the Fourth World the people notieed Coyote was-
;

They searched Coyote and found he was holding Water

Mons ter baby. TheY realized _that_ thiswas,the, reason f.'er the _flood-

.because Water MOns ter was'--angry- the.- los6' àfôiof

4ctually, First Woman was' the on whO_tOld':Coyote: to:take the child.

The- Peop/e -told
,

that -time the_



Lo ust was

the locust em

eve ryWhere,

(Mons ter),

THE FOURTH WORLD

he first person to come into the Fourth World. When

ged into this world he was afraid because he saw water

and als 'a many monsters. One of the original- inhabitants

the Fourth World asked Locust where he- came from.

Locust answered that he came f

told the

OM the world beneath this one. Locus

monster that ,other people are comi ng into this world to li ve.,

th-at no one Could live- there unless the Locust could

The Locust agreed_to take the tests. The first
The monster said

pas s certain tes ts

test was to sit in

do that.

he were

the same place for four days. Locust said,-he wOuld
_

As you -know -a Locust has a shell- akin -arid..rnade-
,

£

sitting in 'the- same ',plaCe. While
_

*burrowed -back to- the lower world andl-_,told' the- pe=eple-what'Wa

_

Skin sat Tthe--- -,e _he,

Then, the _Locust return

Place; for-

Next ,lhe',`miinste-i- '-drew 'an

in 'and- C''Oriaptet

niouth- -and drewing : it-but'-1
_

_

propedUre' and Challeiiged,the':-Lecusit. to do
_

,

,mOnsfe-r



made from fi spruce, and junip . The fire made a noise and

scared the people. They put a piece of wood on it to quiet it out

do any good. Finally,

t didn't

one of them took a br nch of a tree from outside,

t in, and hit the fire with it. Right away the fire quieted down._

This is why the first fire poker was made and the people made a pr yer

and song for the poker.

The people made a hog n of five logs; the first two longs came f om

Eazt and West, the next two from South and North, and the fifth from the

Northeast. In bles ing the hogan hey bl ssed only four sides and this is

why they only bless four sides of a hogan today. In the holes where they

placed the end of the East log, there they put white shell; under the South

log, turquoise- under the West log. abalone under the North log, Jet and

under the fifth log, jewels from all the four directions. Where the logs

came together at the -top they tied feathers of 'different, birds. The tops

the Logs are thought to be the' eyes of the hogan.

First Man and First Woman told the' people that in the future when

they build a hogan they must do the same thing, and put pollen under-

neath and on -top. They told the people_ that they. MUst bless the _hoganS

with white and yellow corntheal, with ',ellen and with pOwder from prayer:

sticks.
- .After the logs were up and the -smaler logs were added, the:.people

wondered Which way should the doorway -face. They:decided that -since:fall ,

-

prayers and songs started in the- East they should Make the d e_ ay_- facing
,



In the early Male Hogan, a. place where the ashes from the hogan

were to be put was then selec ed. Neither charred wood nor bones

were to be left there. A Temale H gan is constructed to the South of

the Male Hogan, next to it or near it. The Female Hogan is quite a

bit different from the Male Hogan not only in its usage but also in its

appearance. It do sif t have eyes, but instead it has an additional space

in the front, called a vestibule. In the Female Hogan, children can

play and cry; women folk can cook and entertain themselves. Men can

also entertain with stories and they can laugh in this hogan. Conduct of

this kind is not allowed the Male Hogan.

The Male Hogan is used s tric tly for ceremonial gatherings and other

religi us matters. Food can be brought in when it is -tirne to- feed the

men, who are engaged in religious matters, and it is to be taken out

right after they finish eating. Smile say that -the -first Hogan made
_

still in existence somewhere near 'the place
,

place there still is a petrified ladder.

When the First Hogan was finished everyone rested. , The. Firbt Hogan
_

Emergende and 'that -at this

was occupied by 'First Man and =First Wornan;

things shoUld be and that there should:be _a sun -and day- and night. =While

Together theyplathied _hoW

E _
Le pe ople were planning, with s ome of them 'inside the hogan: and -others

z
,

outside, one of the people odtside died No one 'knew What-to 'ao -as 8;t-hey

'asked, Coyote .and toldThim. they -were leaving.

COyete old them that since ,they _ leavini,,- ,

'

up -tohim-toldecide.

black rock and go to- Black Water Lake 7arid thr
,

_



If th rock floats and comes 'up then,the spirit of the dead pe son will

go up and there ill be no death, it inks, he spirit will go o the

world below, and there will be death. Coyote

the ock which sank.

the world below.

Two days af

they had co

ent to the lak nd threw

That is why the spirits the de d always go o

r the per died,

e up, and they saw n

wo men l oked down the hole where

thing and uo tra ks- o days later,

they looked again, and this time they saw the dead person sitting down

there combing his hair. They went and .told the people what they had

seen.

First Man and First Woman formed again the six sacred mountains

from the soil that First Man had gathered froin, the mountains in thp

Third World. When the people- had gathered_ everything with which to

dress the Mountains they traveled 'by rainbow to the East to' Plant the

sacred mounts. n of the- East. '--TheY put dOwn a blanket of White shell-

and on it they placed some white shell. On top of that theY spi nkled s ome

of the -So l First Man had- brought from the-- world below.- -This----was wrapped
_ , .

up-and planted to the East. White Bead _Boy or Dawn Boy was told -WI-,_
ent r the Mountain ID' the _East:

"

The Mountain .of 'the -South was, planted thO same way only with
"-,

turqUoise blanket, soil and -pieces -_ of tiirqiioiSe...-:,'TiirqUoise Bby: wa
_ , ,

to go and live in r:the Mountain of -tbe-,South.-.7

told



The MounEainof he West was made on an abalone. . Abal ne Shell

B y entered the Mountain of the W s

The Moun ain of the North was made on a jet blanket. and of soil and

pi c s of jet Jet Boy or Darkness Boy entered the Mountain of the No

Firs t Man and Firs t Woman fastened the various

earth. The Mounta n

ountains to the

f the East wa;-; fastened with a blanket of daylight

and decor ted it with black clouds and male

guard the d orway of White Bead Boy.

rain. The Bear was sent

The Mountain of the South was fastened to the earth with a stone

knife. This Mountain of the South was covered with a blue cloud blanket.

The Mountain was decorated with dark mists and female rain. Big Snake

was sent to guard the doorway of Turquoise Boy.
--

The Mountain of the West was fastened with a sunbeam. This Mountain

was covered with -yellow cloud; It was c)eo_r_ated wfihr black' clouds 'and
_ _ _

male-- rain., -Black Wind 'wa-s told _to -_g rd the-,--doorlivay: fo-±,-- Abalone 'Boy.-
_ l't- ---

The Mountain of the North was' fastened to_=.,the earth With': -1-ainbbw.-
_ , _ -

with obsidian and jet.

Over it they spread -a bla.nket- darkness. The. Mountain was deCOrated

ightningl wiis sent:to guard` Jet s_ _deor-War

The people at that tinie._ had a-`kind ,of: light:Such as they± ha:a ,in the

worlds be But they -wanted- a stronger light to-J,--awaken:F_them, in the

morning, and a- light at -night.

the night and day and rthe,,, seaS

lives.



They l id a blanket on the ground and on it they placed the starL.

Black q d placed the North star Fi st Man placed t e Big Dipper,

while Fir t Woman put the

ced the

body3

little Dipp r into the Sky. First Man a

von s ars which Bla k God claimed rep esented parts

When First Man

placed them

. .

and First Woman had named the in

his

in star an

n the sky3 they instructed the stars to guard the sky and man.

Before First Man was finished placing each star in a par

selected place in the sky,

cular. pre-

along came Coyote and asked what _they were

doing. Coyote picked up a star atid put it in the South and said it Was

his. Later Coyote saw how slowly the naming and placXng of the stars

was progreSsing so he took a corner of the blanket and-llipped -the re-
,L I

Maining stars into the sky. , First Man scolded Coyote but Coyote 'felt

he had donel a good sob.
-,

rAfter ,the stars had been placed in- the sky First Man and First

Woman still wanted to Ma.ke something that -WErtilnake` 6 &Ong jlight- for
-

the day. First Man Spread' an:'unwOunded- ckskin,on' the groun& On
_

the ,buckakin they placed, a large perfect round turquoise,
,

aril-h ate -gre
.

turquoise they marked a mouth'and--nose in& eYeS. , They made -4 Streak_ , _ ,
,

of yellow below the mouth acros6-' the face.

The different''Beings talked over' where' theyWtfld pill: the 'is

thought it s'houla' he -put On' top

decided to-place it in the sky.
,



Next they placed a perfect white shell on the buckskin. Thi.s large

pe r ec t

Afte r

the sky.

hite shell was ta b come the moon.

some difficulty the Sun and Moon moved and were placed in

A carrier was selected to carry the Sun and another car i

was selected to carry the Moon. The Sun carrier and the Moon carrier

declared that every day as they went ia their jou ney from East to West,

cone will die. This ould be the price of their carrying the Sun

and the Moon.

After the people had finished with the Sun and Moon, they begai to

consider planning the year into various s as ons . Firs t Man and Firs t

Woman considered growing things and_ animals and when they should

plant ,and harvest. It was decided that the 'seasons ,would start with

Spring when there would be growing things. These,- growing things would

grow and,that ould be summer. Then they-would_ get old and that_ Would'

be harvesting time which 'Weuld 'be falt Then_ the :growing ,thinge, 'would t_ lie
_

finished and that woUld'be,-wiiitex.- Ldightning1°)6oPle --were,giVen. a- time_

come which was in the dpring and sarnmer. .!They would awake, 6ye,ryone-,
_

so a l would know that spring had come..

In .s'oirie -of -the, stories the carreiof the Sunw
in iSther =Stories--the.'"carrier,was.-TurqUoiSe,;-! ,o

-ragreernent ;. ue-;:r:tort
ome torie the; :Carrier;i'S



After the people settled down, most of them started moving around

from place to place. While they were in the process of moving around,

they left a group, the Paiutes, in the Navajo Mountain area, because o

differences over religiou,s matters. From this, area, the main group

moved down towards the South, where they left the Chiricahua Apaches.

Then they went to the, East where the Mescaleros decided to live, These

Mescaleros now live from Albuquerque

Mexicans.

U. the way down to the home o
_

From there, the People again, mOved- fb" around-La Plata

Mountain where they left the Jie'arilla APaches. The People- remained,

there for several winters.

-problem; the summers were'

4LThey Were happy,--'but;' there-waS- only one

too short., There -wasn't tim

and corn -to ripen. So, -they 'moved
A

therfori squas
_

Cabezon- Peak. -The -home,:-

People existed within the-boundaries ,

naMes of these motintains ,-were deCided-upon-,.

was left 'within each-_ of -these' rnotintairis,
_

;these Mountains are sacred eight _rtiore
_

that are' 'holy

There TS, a Ye'il whos

-rofeetiort.,-i



First Man and First 'Wornan lived near Hilerfano Mountain._ These

two were the first beings to look like the people we now know as humans.

The livirg thing- that ca e out of the worlds below wre somewhat like

spirits; they were the Holy People.

The people began to increase and their crops were good. Nevertheless,

there were monsters who killed people and caused great tr uble. At this

time there were people living at Pueblo Bonito, and these people, -like the

early Navajo, were threatened by the monsters. Big Monster "(Ye'iitdoh)

lived on top of Mount Taylor He would hit the people_ with -his clubs of

black, blue, yellow,- and, varicolored flint: Then B,ig- Monster would eat
-the people.

- n

e

The Horned MOnster ,roamed over the land-. and 'he had ,_ver
_

e liveeyesight. He looked sorriethinelike- a ,knoose _Or a', rhino'

the valley wh.ere there a -wild -cotton. If some

would -run: and,kill, the _personi

pased near _him

,runnin ver

e,,parerit WOUld arid -,PiCk

oc oiister aiekin

back a ams ou

6.- trai.l an verd ren



would devour the victims. The mons ers were the result of the excesses

oi the women in the low r world during the Separation of the Sexes.

Th "Monster That Killed With His Eyes" would stare at his victims

until they were hypnotized, and then eat them. There were many other

monsters such as "Crushing Rock," "Moving Sand," "Twelve Antelopes,"

"Tracking BEar", and others.

The people were very much afraid of these monsters and _lived An great

fear.

While all this was happening, First Man and First WoMan w re living

at the foot of "Mountain Around Which Moving _y.Tts Done. They' ha& been
,told that 'when the ,people had multiplied, Changing Wornan wciiild be born



CHANGING WOMAN

One morning, at dawn First:Manand First Woman saw a dark

cloud over Ch'6o1'i'i (Gobernador Knob). Later they heard a baby cry.

As they looked to see where the crying was coming from, they noticed

the noise came from within the cloud that covered the top of Gobernador

Knob. First Man searched and found a baby girl. She was born of

darkness and the dawn was her father.

First Man and First Woman brought her up under the direction _of

the Holy People. They fed her on sun-ray pollen, pollen from the clouds,

pollen from the plants, and the dew of flowers. TThis baby became Chang

tng Woman pile of the most loved of NaVajo- Holy -People:,
2

When she-: became of_ age, reached puberty, a_ceremony_ was held pver

her called ."Walked into Beauty This same cereinoni (Kinaal a

today for every Navajo, girl who reaches= puberty.

that at this first one, Changing Woman lay on a pile of blankts facing

West taday the grl mus t face the East Changing Woman -said they Mu

fa e the East so_they'Conid leok at' Ea-rth

At the 'time f,*the,firt:Kindalds.',,the ic?eople-we

earth, They _wanted to hold 'thii--,5,:feremony for", Changing

_Knob.
,

First, Woman gav
,

thustdo in ztlie



in the direction of the rising Sun. -As_ you -turn to come back, you must

make the turn sunwise."

When First Woman decorated Changing Woman, she said, "Sit-down

here, my daughter." Thee. She spread out a white bead, on unwounded

buckskin, one of turquoise, one of abalone, -and =one
_

jet. These were

laid down and spread out. Then -she put:white bead- moccasins on the girl's
_

feet. She gave her leggings of white bead and a skirt of white bead.- She

leeve fringe's with Whit bead', her Wri-Stlets.,She ,madedesigned her
. -

white bead. Then First Woman decorated' her neck with white 'beads,

turquoi e beads, abalone shell bead
_

ds. She-rgaVe _to,..thang

aiipJaced her %for_01-6a:d

head-

F



given to him the next morning.

Talking G d was asked to make some

he replied, "My mouth is not used t

songs for the ceremony, and

it so I will snag only four Hogan

ong ." First S older said, "What do you mean, ju t four

Don t be foolish. You must sIng more than four. Y

ongs?

tail feathers number

twelve and you should therefo e sing twelve Hogan songs."

Talking God agreed and answered, "So be i

rainbo

then. ' He placed a

across the hogan frorn East to West and then another rainbow from

South to North. He made the hogan larger by blowing on each side begin-

ning vith the East. On the East side Talking God planted a row of twelve

white beads in the shape of tail feathers, on the South he planted twelve

turquoise beads in the shape of tail feathers, on the West side he planted

twelve tail-feather-shaped abalone shell beads and on the North side he

planted a row of twelve tail f ather shaped jet beads.'

When this was done all those preset were very,happy. Talking God

sang his twelve 'Hogan songs and the others gave their Own set of sOngs.,

Sometime later Changing Woman feltlonely and wander d' away from
_

her hogan. She sat in the Sun by a small_
,

erfall. _ There laylown

-and slept. When she awoke she felt tired and she Wai sure sOrneone had-
just slipped 'away, from sleeping beside her. Sher SaWtrack-s, Coming frOm

the East ,and also -leaving.

In, time, -she nad -t

.'mcither adored thein. ,

-_

oiangete rs , they, made t eir -firs t bows -an =arrows.
-



for s all game and bring back rabbits and squirrels. The boys exercised

daily, wrestling and running. They would race to the East to the top o

a mountain in the morning and there they would br ath in the sunlight as

it came out from behind the mountains to the East. Soon they wer very

strong, and when it snowed they would roll in the snow, stripped of their

clothing.

As the boys grew older they asked their mother who their father

was. Their mother didn't answer. She always cautioned the boys n t to

go too far from the hogan as the monsters might catch them. Changing

Woman was worried all the

catch her boys and

ime a she as aid the monst might

eat them up. One day the boys were playing close

to their home and the ea th shook arning them of he approach of one of

the monsters. They boys quickly ra

up to their hogan and

home to hide. The monster walked

demanded that the t o boys, whese 'racks he saw

le ding to the hogan, come out Changing Woman came out rj told the

monster there was no one else living in the hogan. The monster mentioned

the boys' tracks in the sand whierk led inio the hogan. Changing Woman

said that she had made the tracks herself. She said she was so lonely
_that often she'd go outside and malte children's traCks in -the sand ueing

her hand just to make believe that -there ,are children around. This

satisfied the Monster and he left.



THE TWINS WENT TO THEIR FATHER

One of the Twins

braver, and more da

later to be known as Monster Slayer, was the olde

ing. His br,ther Child Born of Water, wasn't as

strong and was younger. B th boys had dreams and vi ions.

One day as the twins were out on on

they came upon a ti

of their many hunting trips,

y hole in the ground with s oke drifting out

AU this happened through a miracul us po -er. They stopped and looked

at the hole with curi

within, "Come on in.

boys could cra 1 in .

and do n this ladde

came face

ity-- one of them touched it, a d a voice called from

With that, the bble widened enough so that

The suhlight revealed a ladder down into the hole a

they cli bed. When they reached the bottom, they

face with Spid r Woman. They were astounded as they

look d around by he. beautiful alls, decorated by feathers of every des-

cription. and color. Collecting feathers of all existing birds was Spider

Woman's hobby.

Spider Woman asked them, "What are you doing here, my children?"

One of the boys responded that they were on a-'hunting trip. At that time,.

the Sun was about midway between noon and sundown. One of the boys

again spoke up, saying, "We and our people are being troubled by monsters,

we wonder who our father, o he can help us destrey -the monSters." To
I _

this, Spider Woman answered; I know all abotit it. I know who your father

is " At that very moment the Sun stopped, and his rays quivered. The

Sun remained fixed in the sky while Spider Woman was telling the boys all
I



she knew about their father. When she finished, she said she would help

the twins go see their father, who was the Sun, so they could g t his

help to kill the monsters.

She warned the boys of the obstacles they had to overcome in order

to reach their destination. To help them Spider Woman taught them things

that only she knew.

Spider Woman was very kind to the . She said: "I do not have much

to eat but I will share what I have." So she took out seed and placed it in

four baskets which she placed in front of the boys.

she put white corn meal, in the second another corn

three kinds of e ds, and in the fourth beeweed meal.

little in each basket and the Twins

said nothing. She knew

the fi st baske

meal, in the third

She only put a

thought it was not enough, but they

iat they were thinking and said: "There

plenty. When the boys ate, the baskets kept filling and they were never

able to finish all the food. When the

boys rubb

had eaten all they could hold the

d themselves on their legs and body, a s gn of apprecation.

Wh n the older brother was eating,

piece of

into the

Spider Woman dropped a small

urquoise into his corn meal . She dropped a piece of white shell

corn meal of the younger twin. She also g ve a magic eagle feather

to each boy and told them the feather would help them when they- are in

trouble. The turquoise and white shell they had swallowed were to make

their hearts strong and to give them courage.



The Twins stayed there to l a n what the Spider Woman kne

the journey tney to undertake. "About your journey,

take_ a 'day, it

was going to be so hazardous and difficult that they had to learn by he

the chants and the prayer that were .keep the om harm.

In order to

way to the Sun' house to

then utter a prayer. All this they learned during their stay w th Spider

Woman. She told th m that upon leav ng her place of residence their

firs t obs tacle

pass those frightful guardians they u d meet on their

the boys had call each by a certain name,

ould be Reed That Cuts. This reed was so sharp that

would cut even if it just bar ly and lightl

cut the individual would bleed to death.

uched

That is why

person. From this

was nece sary t

say the prayers and call the reeds by their special name before attempt-

ing to pass them. Spider Woman also warned the boys that by the time

they reached the watering place near the reeds they would be -so thirsty

that they would want to ignore the dangers that existed-at this particular

place. It was the promise of cool, clear water That_ lurecUmany victims

to their bloody death caused by the sharp reeds.

Spider Woman said that the next hazard would be Moving Sand'. The

was no way around it. When a person tried to climb up, the sand would

-

sta t sliding 'the person doWn to the' bottom again.- As the person .fell.,

the sand would cover him. The Boys- could cross the Movi g Sand onlY

calling it- by-,its -given
,

by uttering the right prayer, the chant,,-,--'and



Next they had to pass through the Canyon Which Closes in on a

travele . The T ins were told that if they ouldn't stop the canyon from

crushing them, even after they had c out its name aiid uttered

and chants, they wei

a led

to use the magic feather

given them especially for that purpose. She al

Whieh-,-Spider---W man had.,

o told them that there

would be a messenger behind their ear telling hem

they passed through the canyon.

After passing

hat to do after

ough this treacherois canyon, they were o continue

with their journey until they reached the four pilla s of rocks that re-

prese ted old age. Spider Woman warned them not to pass on the shady

side because if they did so, they would die of old age. Instead, s

them to pass on the sunny, or South,

Beyond the mas ive pillar the

ide.

had -to cross the "Wash _That

e told

Swallows" and they 'were to do certain things to avoid getting 'killedsay-

_ing the prayers and the chants andl calling the wash by its name. To
,

the Wash, they wOuld also have to ride the- riaeaUringl *Orin:

cross

When the boys finally reached the, ocean they were supp sed to ride

the rest of the way to the Sun's home on, a water keeter,., They ;would

have, 'o explain to the insect that they wanted the
_

e, and they would have

to say a, few prayers and chants before they'COuld get the 'ride'.

Spider Woman explained that up n re ching the Su hOme, the Twin
,

would encounter four obs tacle i_hichseiired _doOriiAO the- Sini

First there wa
_

gigantic- snake,- then a huge blaCk_ -hee.ii nd .4-hen B
_



nd then Big Wind. There 1, ere prayers and chants they learned

to get past these guardians.

for the T-wiAs -tu learn- all thIs information from

Spider Woman. Finally th y were ready to start on their journey. They

ying the magic feathers and fdlowed by the me senger. After

veling for a long time, hey ca e to the plac where there was the

Reed That Cuts. The place looked just as Spider Woman had described

it, with cool water corning out of a spring. They could see bones every-

where, and they knew these were the bones of victims who hadn't known

danger existed there or which hadn't known how to avoid the danger. The

Twins realized that this was the first place of danger, so they said the

pr yer, sang the chants, and called the reeds by the sanctioned na

(The name the boys called these dangerous obstaeles are known to the

people who know the complete story. The names are verY powerful).

The reeds were so happy to hear their ,name and o_ hear -the prayers

and chants, the plumes sprang mit from:the tops- of their -s-talks; The

two boys drank the cool_ water without any danger _froin the r eds They,

, , _

drank their fill and left without being_,bothex-ed:bY e.,ctittiiig reedS..
- ,

The Twins then traN;eled 'fo 16ng_tirne,tintil'they' go he- Movfng

Sand. They prayed and chanted,- called ,it by,name,- _and started 'climbing-
,

up. As they climbed-higher 'through the hey,e untered pile

bones. Shuddering, e twins- pas s e&-without. being anjure

Next, they cams to the Canyon- which Spider Woman .told ',them they
-

had to pais throtigh. As they started intO it,
40-



about them. They called the Canyon by name, but the walls kep

together. So afraid were the

on coming

that neither one of them was able to

roroplete the prayers and the chants. Just before the

pletely, they stepped on to their magic feathe

the Canyon crashing shut just 'beneath

alls closed in c

s and fl ated to safety, with

heir. feet._ 11-1:oy---boys we e badly...

shaken by this close call, but they continu d on.

Before long they reach d the four old, greying pillars of rocks, each

one greyer than the one before. They

Woman told them, o pe

must have forgotten what Spider

haps they preferred the broad, shady trail on

the North to the narrow one on the South

the warnings given them

ide. Anyway, they disregarded

and started al ng the trail on the North side.

As they passed the first pillar

became tipped with white

of ock, they noticed that so e of their hairs

the :next one, there w re streaks Which

were very noticeable. At that very moment, the protective messenger

which has been following them sent some birds to change their course.

Then the messenger told them the right way to go._ So _they changed

their path and passed the last pillar on the sunny side, even though the

trail was very narrow and steep. The rail was 'so steep that Jhe Twins

didn't dare look down for fear that they' might dizzy and fall."' They

realized, with great fear, that, had they passed on the shady side of the

fourth pillar, they would have 'died old age.

They continued with their-,journ y all_ the way to the ,"Wash,That,,

Swallows." There they met the MeasUring worm, , talked to him, explained

31



their needs; the worm agreed to, take them across. The worm said,

"Hang on tight, for m going nap (or spring) across. The boys

were now past middle age because of their mistake back at the four

pillars. The T ins go. on the back of this creature and held on tight.

Just as he said he wot.ld, the worm sprang right acr ss

The Twi s continued on their jou:i7ney to the Sun. After a 1 ng period

of time, they finally came to the shore of the ocean and asked one of the

water skeeters to take them across. Beyond the place called or known

a "darknes " they rode the water akeeter all the way to the h-me of the

Sun. There they saw the four guardians about whom they had been told.

The Twins safely p ss d them with the aid of the payers, chants and

knowing the names oi the guardian

They passed thoUgh a great doorway, and a woman sitting

there in the Sun's house.. She said sternly, "What are you doing here?

This is no place for 'land people. Who are you?" They answered,

"We have Come ta- see our father, the Sun."- The Twins could see that

the woman was surPrised. "What are you talking about?" She, said..

The -SIM had told her m;- that he left every Orningwith but one thing in mind
, ,

and- that was do`= what had been:selected as, his task. which 'was to tarry
_

the Sun disc. "What do you mean'he- is 'your -father?" -,She repeated-;.

After the Stin's :wife -,got over her anger, _the Twins told her how they:-
,

foUnd Jaut ho their father 'Was.
_

Oked- for the room in which
-

the Sun stayed -,after, his return from his' dail ourriey. As they walked into

- this roorn, they% repe t d 'soMe:prayers and 'chants. 'All,this-:,tiMei the Sun's
,



wife had been trying to get the Twin tç leave eared for

safety when the Sun returned. they had seen their lives threatened

too many times to bee me afraid now.

In the evening, the Sun returned and asked:

I saw entering my h use?" The Sun's wife aid:

e are the p op

"There are no people

here. I don't know what you ar

would try to kill the two boys

talking about." She as afraid

wrapped in a black cloud and placed over the doorway to the East while

the younger twin was wrapped in a blue cloud and placed on the S uth side.

Each b y had his magic feather next to his heart.

Finally, the S s wife told him that two boys came asking for their

father. She scolded him for saying he never bothered any other woman

when evidently he had at least these two child en by some other. wornan .

The Sun searched the house and found the Twins'. The Twins ex-

plained why they had undertaken the long and dangerous journey to visit

the Sun, their father. At the end of the explanation the. Sun said nothing.

He didn't think the boys were his sons so he decided to test them to find
_

out.

The Sun prepared tobacco and asked the Twins to Smoke. -The

tobacco was very strOng and Would kill any per on unless he Was pro-.

tected as were the Twins. They smoked four times and after ,eack smoke

the boys said they felt fine.



er the smoking tes the Sun prepared a sweatbath for the Twins.

Inside the sweatbath the daughter of Sun dug a pit and covered it with

sheets of white shell and darkness. She also put Evening Twilight, Sky

Blue and Dawn as -urtains over the:de rwal, The Sun's datighter. told

the boys to hide in this pit in...the. back Of.the- Sweatbath-.SO.,a. to-be-pro.-

tected from the heat. The Sun tried to

destroy the T ins but each time h

At .that point.'.the .Sun began to -:beli

make the heat so great it would

asked they told him they were just fine.

ye that the boys must be his. son.,

since no human being could live in that intense heat.

Still the Sun ubjected the Twins to additional tests. He fed them

corn meal that was pois

told them not to eat the

..ed, but their messenger arned the boys and

poi ioned

against big sharp manycolorecl fun

eal. Als o the Sun threw the boys

But there again they eren't

harmed. This ti e their magic feather protected them.

Finally, the Sun recognized that the Twins were truly his sons and

he had his daughter bathe them. The Twins_ were wash d first in a white

bead basket, next in a turquoise basket, then in white shell basket, and
,

lastly in a black jet basket. Next the Sun molded and shaped the Twins'_

arms, legs, fingers, faces and bodies. He 'dressed them in beautiful

clothes and they were handsome.

The Sun then took the Twins and shoWed them around his house tell-

g them to pick anything they wanted for, themselves. They ,lboked in

four different rooms: In the East room ere fields of he fine-Sf coin_Ian



other plants and seeds; in the South room there were wild ani al of all

kinds a d desc iptions; in the West room were domesticated animals in-

cluding horses; and in the North room there were precious jewels of all

kinds. The Twins explained they would need all these things later, but

that they ren't what they had corne for.

Again the Twins explained that all the earth people we being des-

troyed by the Monsters and they needed means to destroy the MonsterSi

On the Wall of the -Sun's house above the North door -there hung a weapon.

The Twins asked for that weapon. The weapon looked like a bow and arrow

but it really was lightning. The Sun asked them _what they would do with

the weapon and they said they would use if to kill the Monsters The Sun

was reluctant to give the weapon to the Twins since it was so powerful
-

and since they would use it to kill the Monster and spme of the Monsters

were hi- children, just as were the Twins.- Finally, he agreed to give

them the weapon.

The Twins were alea given-suits of flint arrnor The elder be'Y waS-

dressed in-Dark Flint and the younger in Blue, The'Sun- saidAhe_.
_ _

older bp-y would °be ,named 'Monster Sle*er_and -thee-iotinge_
would-be -called_

Child Born'of Water.

ghining'andr-



The Sun promised to help the Twins kill the Mônsers He told them

that Big Monster has four lightning arrows and that they must get all his

arrows. The Sun asked fo- a tail fea her from the head of the Monster

as a reward f r helping the boys;

Monster Slayer and Child Born of Water then returned to the

The Sun had told them that when killing the Mon

do the killing and the yo nger one .

ers the eld r one Must

t h his firebrand which would

show how the older brother was ogress ng.
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In order to indicate the close similarities with minor differences in

Navajo stories, the following version of Changing Woman and the Twins

Journey to Their Father is presented. This version was told by Chich

Sandoval, a Navajo who lived near Lukachukai and who knew many Navajo

stories. The story is included in just the manner it was told by Mr.

Sandoval in 1968.

When the people came up fv-om the world below, or af er, they moved

to the place we call Dinc5tah. There they lived for some time until even-

tually they began to split up. First Man and First Wo an were aware of

the problems the people were discussing and what they were planning to do.

So ea h time some problems came up, they would tell the Coyote to go

over there and investigate; "See what's going on over there, people are

meeting there to discuss a certain issue. Go ov r the e and correct them.

So that's why Coyote was always butting in on omeone else's bus ness, but

this was done on the instruction of First Man and Fi

Time went on but e had no

any other morning, First Man

Sun was up. H noticed

t Woman.

way of telling time. One orning, as

got up early and took a walk before the

a mountain, the one called Gobernador K ob,

capped with fog the tip hidden by the fog. That began to worry him.

He wond ed: "What is that fog on top of that mountain?" The mountain

was shaped like an ant hill and the tip of it was hidden by the fog.

This d y, he went there to investigate . He came to the mountain and

he circled it and came up from the Ea He looked it was bealAti



all covered with sand. On the sand was lying a new born baby girl.

He didn't believe it. "Imagination," he thought. So, he went back down

and came up from the South side and looked again. Still, there was the

baby. Again he went back down and came up from the west side. The

baby was still there. To make sure, he walked around to the North.

From ther he looked down, and the baby was still there. Now he was

certain that a baby was r ally lying there in the sand. So he r traced

his steps and came up from the East side of the mountain. He looked at

the baby, a newborn girl. Nobody knows the mother or the father of the

baby.

Just then the Talking G d çamé running

First Man asked him, "Ho

"I can use poll n"

"Feed her pollen?

pollen:" answered Firs

over nd claimed the baby.

do you expect to raise her?"

eplied Talking God.

Pollen isn't food. You cannot

Man .

Talki g God asked, "Then, wha

"Well, I

aise a child on

are y u going to fe d this child?"

hunting, I hunt for rabbit , deer, and other game. When

I bring in the meat,

will raise her, '

will cook it and feed her the broth. That is how

said First Man. He finally persu ded Talking God to let

him, First Man, care for the baby. So,

the baby to First Woman

At ::about :that

help First Man

home wentl First Man, taking

Together, they would raise her.

ame time Salt Woman came into the family.- With h r

and First Woman were able to raise the little girl. Coyote
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was always there nearby, too. During the same period, the threat of the

monsters was becoming serious. They were roaming around picking up

people and carrying them away.

Some say it took the child only four days to grow up. Still some

say it was four years. Whichever way it happened, nobody ki ows She

grew up to be a beautiful young lady. She became known as White Shell

Woman, and later, Changing Woman, the mother of the Navajo clans.

When she arrived at adulthood, a puberty cere ony was performed on

her. Talking God appeared as the main singer, and invitation were ex-
..

tended to many other Holy People. They all attended and sang their songs.

This is still practic d today. There is usually one pe on who cond

the proceedings and he usually starts the singing. After he goes through

this songs, anyone who wants to sing can do so. All this started the time

ular. ceremony (Ki alda) was perforthed for Changing Woman-

Two such ceremonies were performed for her before she was ready for

marriage Then she had become a woman .

One d y she was out gathering wood, just before sundo n. She had

the wo d all tied- and jus t before she picked up the, wood to take home,

some ir esistible force held her down and she couldn't _stand up. She

look d around but no one was near by. . Every time she tried to lift up

the bundle of wood, something held it down. After her fourth attempt,

she 1 o ok e d up and saw a young handsome man standing near her. He

was the Sun.
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She had sexual relatiori s with him and after that, she went dbwn

a spring to get some water. The story goes that every time she went

there, she would lie down Under that dripping water for seXual satisfaction.

From her relations With the Suti, she gave birth to two boysi Some

say they are twins and o hers say they are not. One was born and aft

some tim , the other was born. Others say they are twins born al ost

the same time.

The first of:thetwins or boy was

the one Who W uld get rid of the ionsteis so that the tuirrian raCe could

increase in number. The second orre was called Child of Water, because

he was born to the water that was dripping at the waterfall .

After tho e two boys were born it was very dangerous because

the roaming giants who w uld pick up people and carry them away. All

around Huerfano Mount in, there were planted many cactus. That's why

to this day, there are a lot of cactus at that location. The cactus were

to be Monster.Slayer.

planted t keep the giants away. These giant's didn't wear any clothing

sho s, so naturally, they couldn' t walk in the cactus.

The boys grew up, together and their grandfather, First Man, made

ordinary bovv-s and arrows for them to use. They got to playing around

ne day and saw a buzzard fly by so they took aim and shot him. This

made the b z ard angry so he prepared his own arrows and a bow out

-of his wing feathers. The buzzard said to himself, "I canshoot,

He is the head of the witches and "bean shooter." The boys were sup
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naturally protected so the beans did n t have any effect.

As they grew up, every inght they would ask their mother, "Who s

our father?" She would tell them, "I cannot tell you. You have a father

but he's dangerous. I-le m ght kill you. ' But they kept saying, "Whip

is out father? Where does he live? Where is he?" But their mother

wouldn't tell them.

Ea h night when th two boy reired for the night, the two women,

Salt Woman and Changing Woman, would sit and talk

the boys ere. The boys would li ten.

across from where

They soon became curious,

They wanted to know what the two ladies talked about,

elling them who their father was.

inally someway or another, they became aware that their father was

the Sun, wh. o lived in the East .

The boys wanted to go there a d see thefr father. All of a sudden

they-.took a _notion- to take off towards the East to find the Sun. So they

tàrted out without telling their mother or anybody, else where they were

going. They just took off. As they were g ing along on a flat place they

saw smoke coming out of the earth.

into the hole where the smoke waS

They stopped there and looked down

coming irom. There they saw a'a old

lady sitting down. This lady said, "Come on down, my grandchildren."
r

"What for?". asked the boys. The lady repeated, "Just-come on down

here." So they Climbed down to where the. old lady was sitting. This

lady happened to be Spider Woman- There were webs all over the ceil-
-

ing and the walls of her 'h.ome. She presented them with a plume, which



happened to be a shield that -vould protect them on their journey.

She said, "My grandchildren, you shall take this along for your

protect on. There are many dangerous pla es between here and where you

you are going. Every time you meet these ob tacles, use this feather

to protect yourselves."

After leaving Spider Wbman's home, they the i. place where

there was a big sand hill that you couldn t climb over. Everytime you

started go ng up, you would s.ii,de back to where you tarted fr m. The

boys used the feather to pass this sand dune and they continued their

Journey.

Soon, they cam to a place where

were as sharp as knives.

here

When the wind ble

were a lot r eds which

it was impossible to go.

through. As soon as you stepped in there, the reeds would cut you to

pieces.

Before they started

Black G d the fire god,

where are you

thei ether. I

headed?'

hrough the r eds, there came old Black God.

pproached them. rIe asked, "My grandchildren,

The boys told-him that they were going to see

a dangerous man,, said Black God. "We can't croSs

these cutting reeds," said the boys. Bleat God ansWered, "I can take

'care Of that." So he set the reeds afire and soo_i the boys were able to

pass through the reeds and continue their journey.

At another place, they came to a narrow canyon. Every time they

ri d to step across, the canyon would open up and smash together. If
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a victim ePP d into the canyon, the canyon w uld come together and cruSh

him. At the edge of this canyon the boys stood, not knowing how to cross.

Suddenly, they saw a worm who asked, "Whe

children?" "We are going to s e ou fr

are you going, my gianci-

ered the boys. The

worm warned, "He's a strange man. You better be areful." "We can-

not cross this canyon," said the boys. "I can cross it," said the worm.

"Get on.. my back and take you two acr

The worm bridged the canyon with his body and the b Ys

Before they came to the ocean, they encounter d More

obstacles Which th

When they finally

Sue

a. e o

ssuflly pass

the oc

r te,s

of ,the da g reus

d with the help of the fe ther.

a n the East; there 'was no 'way f r them

to cross. Their fath home was far out n the ocean, floating, Again

they received help, and the boys arrived at their father's house.

When they reached

itting there. This

the S n's home, there was a beautiful -young lady

was the Sun s wife. She said, "Strangers, who are

'you? What, are you doing he e :S they told her of their journey and

why they had ome. 'She sho k her head and said, "Your father is a

dangerous man. He'll kill you two for Sure. He returns home after

he goes down in the West." Then s-he picked up the roll of curtain

(cloud) she had on the East side. It was white. She wrapped the boys

in there and replaced it on the, wall. There was a blue curtain (cloud)

on th South, a yellow one on the West and a black o 6 on the North.

A little after sunse I e earth began to tremble and' roar. The
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Sun was coming. He walked in and said, "I saw sotheone coming in

here at noon. Who was it?" The Sun s wife wouldn't say anything

because she was jealous that he had fathered children elsewhere. This

is where all jealousy gL started. The S n kept after her and finally

she said, "Yes, there is so ebody here waiting for you.

have been telling me y

Hd 8 you

u are innoceiil and that you wre faithful to me .

I know you haven't been faithful t

are here looking

no an we-

e because some of yOur children

you.L fie said, "Where a e they?" He receiv d

o he grabbed the dark curtain

it and found nothing. He repeated this

the East side where

As

the

do

on the No th and unravelled

un il he got -.the- curtain on

the boys were hiding.

the Sun unrevelled the curtain, the boys fell out ha d but because

red feather, they didn't suffer any injuries. He asked, "What

u want? Wha

told the Sun-

ou after ? Where are you from' The boys

7hy they, h d come. S ill the Sun didn't believe and trust

the b ys. _The Sun picked up the boys and threw them at sharp spikes

that hung in the East. The boys bounced off unharmed. Then he tried

it again to the South and then to the West and finally to the North. Still,

the boys were Uninjured. Next, he ordered one of his Serva s to take the-

boys out and lay them in the ocean so. they would freeze to death. But the

beaver came along and covered the boys, with her hide to keep them warm

all night.

-44

54



The next morning at dawn, they were brought back to the Sun's

home. The sun's attempt to freeze the boys had failed. Ne t, the Sun

ordered another one of his servants to prepare a sweat house and give

these boys a swe t bath. He wanted to suffocate them.

The servant ent and prepared the sweat house, but he dug a secret

chamber into the side of the sweat house like a gophe

four stones one after anothe to block- the..heat.

into the sweat house, having been told of the

could go for protection from the e-

After

Then he placed

ard the boys we

et hole into which they

e e heat. This, they did.

they cli bed into the secret chamber,

they would pr te t the boys fro

he four stone were placed so

th heat. Soon, the stoneswere r d

hot. After a certain amount of time

said, "A e you hoti

the Sun came to the doorway and

The boys airl "No The S n asked that question

four times. After the fourth time, he poured water on the stones to

eate steam in the sweat bath. But, the roCks protect d the boys from

the scalding steam. om was filled with steam when the Sun asked

again, "Are you hot now?!'Yes said the boys. "Come out1 now.-"

said Sun. --The boys came out unha med by t e heat and the steam.

Next, the Sun took the boys and-tried them with ,,nother test.

teSt was poisoned tobacco that he had prepared. The boys-were warned,

of the poisoned tobacco the Sun was offering :-them and

This

supern turally,

that they- shouldn't inhale the smoke. The boys didn't inhale- the smoke

and slipped some kind of an antidote into the tobacco to Make it ineffective.

-So again the boys were able to get through this test.
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Finally, the Sun admitted that the boys were his children. He

called his daughter, who was the child of the woman the boys found in

the S 's home where they entered. The daughter was very beautiful

and there was also a son, who was as good l oking as the girl. The

daughter used her brother to mold the two boys in the likenss of his

features. This was carried on by the People for some time, but I

don't know if it is still practiced for males:

Whenever there is a puberty ceremony for girls, they usually mold

and shape the young lady in the likeness of some respected a d beautiful

person. This si done accordingly to the Sun's order.

After the two boys were molded and shaped after their step-brother,

they we e fed. Then the Sun asked the

opened the door to the East and

thing "This?" "N .

The Sun then opened the

hat d Y u want?"

howed the boys all kinds of pr cious

r plied the boyS, "We didn t come for these."

door to the South and asked, 'Tho e?"

opened the do rs to the West and t the North, but the boys refused all.

At one of the doors he sho ed them, horse

kinds of jewels. Sun

and at a other, he showed il

knew what the boys were after and he knew they

wanted weapons with which to rid the e rth of all the monster

Then the boys spoke up, "One thing we came for, father, and thats

a weapon to kill all the e monsters roaming our land. We,must kill the

monsters becaus, re endange ing every sirgle person in qur ilafld.::

People c n't increase in numbers bec u e they are being killed by these
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terrible mons te rs . Sun sat th re for a while and thought i ove and

finally, he said, "I hate to do it, because many of those monst rs are

my own offspring."

The boys pointed out the weapons they wanted, "We want that bow and

arrow," they said. The b w and arrow happened to be made of thunder

and lightning. Sun hated to 1

.could kill the monster

them hav it

they requested. The Sun said "All right, my children, I will let y u

use the weapons but I won't let you keep them. After you get through

with them return them to me. When you bring them back, I will give

you a s.bsttute for them. Now, I will take you back to the center of

the sky and release you from there. But, the first monster you want

to kill, the lonely roaming giant, is your brother. He is my son, so

will do the killing. I will kill him myself."

They left with their father early in the morning on their, journey

across the sky. When they arrived above the center of the earth which

was a Mount Taylor, the S n gave them another test. He asked them to

identify various places all over the surface of the earth. He askcd,

"Where is your home?" He knew where their home was. The boys

pointed out Huerfano Mountain and said that was where they lived. Sun

next asked, "What mountain is that in the Ea

replied the boys.

?Il I That's Blanco Peak

What rnoun ain is down here belo us?"' "That's Mount

said the boys. "What mountain is that in the West
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an rancicul x-ciatc. U.S.1.4.4..1.1.1. v

'That's the La Pla a Mountains. All the boys answers were correct

so the Sun bid goodby to the boys as they were then lower d down to

earth at the place called Hot springs.



KILLING THE MONSTERS

The first xrionster the Twins set out to kill, upon their return horn

their v sit to the Sun, was Y6'iitsoh (Big Monster). The Monster lived

at a place call d Hot Springs. The Twins waited near the lake for him

to come and drink. The elder brother went to the East side, overlooking

the lake, and waited for Y6'iitsoh. Some time passed before the older

Twin saw the giant Ye"iitsoh. Some time passed before the older Twin

saw the giant Ye"ii's head sticking out from nearby. It was obvious

that Ye"iisoh was being careful about his approach to the lake. Next

Ye'iisoh walked over to the south side d from there one of the Twins

could see to the waist of the giant. Then Yeiitsoh moved to the West

side where he became vi ible to the knees. Finally, Yd'iitsoh approached

fr m the North and went to the lake and drank four times. He drank all

the water, then spit it back and the 1 ke as t was before.

Yd'iitsoh stood up and saw the boys. He said, "What are the beautiful

two things I see? How shall I kill them?" The Twins an w red back:

"What is the beau iful big thing see? How

called t each other, four ti

shall -They.--

s. Then the me senger wa ned the Twins

that Y'utsoh was going to shoot his arrows. The Twins stood on their

feather and when Ye"iitsoh shot, the feather lifted the Twins out' of tha

path of the arrow. Four times Yelii soh tried to hit the Twins with his

weapons and each Lime they \vcre able to get out of the way. The Sun

had told the Twins they must wait for e ntsoh to act fi st since he w

the old st.



When the Twins turn came there was a. blinding flash of lightning

which struck Y6'iitsoh. This came from the Sun but the giant just stood

there and did not fall. Then the Twins threw their knives at him. When

they hit Yd'iitsoli with their last weapon he fell with a terrible noise and

when he hit the earth it shook. Blood began to 11 w from Yd'iitsoh and:the

messenger warned the Twins not to let the blood j in together or he would

come back to life. The Twins pre -ented the 'blood from coming together.

They collected the reward of the tail feather the Sun had requested.

Then the Twins returned to their mother's hogan and told her where

they had been and that they had just killed oh. At first, Changing

Woman didn't believe them bilt later she did.

Today, -one can see the dried blood of Ye"'iitsoh near Grants, New

Mexico. The place is called by whites "the lava beds

Now, Monster Slayer set out in search of the monster that Kicked

People 0 f The Cliff. He was a monster in human form th t appear A

harml ss and pleasan He j st lay beside the naz-row path n the shade.

He Who Kicks Peopl Of The Cliff lived in the Mesa Verde a ea at

place called Wild Horse Me a. When Monste Slayer f und this being

he asked, Grandfather, is it all right to pass th ough here " The

Monster answered, "Yes, people pass back and f rt through here

nster Slayer pretended to tak a ep forward but drew back very

quickly. The Monster kicked and missed. Mon ter Slayer said, What

d es that mean, Grand ther ' He Who Kicks P ople Off the Cliff



replied, "Oh, I had a bad cramp in my leg." The same thing happened

four times then Monster Slayer hit the monster with his knife and killed

him. He found that his hair had grown into the cleft in the rock like

the roots of a tree. Monster Slayer cut the hair and the body fell do n

below.

Next Monster Slayer went hunting the monster that tore up the ground

with his horns. Child Born of Water was to remain home and watch the

firebrand and prayer sticks. Monster Slayer s id, "When you see one of

the medicine sticks start to burn you will know that the monster is getting

the best of me. Take the medicine stick in your hand and draw smok

fr m it into your mouth. Then blow the smoke on the prayer sticks and

toward the four dir ctions. This will give me new strength."

The Horned Monster had excellent eyesight and whenever he

anything he would charge and eat the person alive. Monster Slayer found

where the Horn d Monster was living and crept.eloser through a bunch

f tall. grass. The animal was large with hair like a moose and a

pair of horns that stood high in the air

crawl close enough to the Horned M

Just as Monster Slayer

ns te

great

However, Mons er Slayer couldn't

l sing hope of get ing close enough, a

gopher came by and asked what he wanted. Monster Slayer a d, d-

m ther, I am trying to get as near as poss ble to the Horned Monster s

that I can kill him The gopher agre d to help and dug a tunnel le ding

right under its hea t. The gopher chewed off the hair over the heart

the Horned Monster



Monst-r Slayer use his lightning arrow and killed the Horned Monster.

The chipmunk climb d up on the horns of the monster to see if he really

was dead. He wiped the blood from the animal's mouth on his back from

his head to his tail. That is why the chipmunk has dark lines running

the l ngth of his back. today. The gopher took some of the blood and

rubbed it ov r his hands and his face. That is, why gophers have dark

faces.

Then Monster Slayer retUrned to the hogan of his wther arid t ld

her he had killed the Horned Monster. Again Changing Woman didn't

believe it but he showed her the hide of the Monster so she b lieve him.

Now Monster Slayer set out to kill the Monster Birds. The giant

Killer Bird and his family lived on top of Shiprock. Mon ter Slayer

wore the hideskin coat of the Horned Monster and word around his neck

some of the blood vessels from that monster as well as part of the horn

itself. Also he placed t o sac

walked about making himself c

soon he heard a sw

d feath under his ar Then- he

nspi uous to the Monster Bird. Pretty

shing sound fr m above and the giant bird swooped

down and pick d him up and carried h m to Rock With Wings. The Monster

Bi d dropped him into the nest from a great height. Monster Slayer landed

without harm, with the help of his sacred feathe and t e Horned Mons e

h rn. He lay in the nest and cut open the blood vessels from the Ho ned

Monster he carried around his neck so that it would look likehe wa

killed from the fall. The Monster Bird called to his two young children
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who were in the nest and told them to eat. When the young birds a

approached Monster Slayer, he chased them away. The two young

birds began to cry but Monster Slayer told them to be quiet and that he

wouldn't hurt them. He asked when their father would return and the

children said, "When the Male Rain begins to fall." Later, Male Rain

began to fall and the father giant bird flew into tho nest. Mons te r

Slayer was ready and killed him with his a

Next he asked when Ehe mother giant bird might return. The

young birds said, "When the Female Rain begins to fall." Later, when

Female Rain began to fall the mother giant bird flew into the ne:at.

Monster Slayer was ready and killed her with his arrow.

True to his word Monster Slayer did not harm the two young birds

he found in the nest. He told the older of the two birds, "From now on

you must not think as your father thought. The Navajo shall use you,

your claws, your feathers, and other parts U After listening to Monster

Slayer the bird rose and flew up into the sky. The bi d became the

gle.

Next ons te Slay r spoke to the younger bird hi the saixe manne

The younger bird then flew away. He beca. e the owl.

After that Monster Slayer tried to find a way to get do n fron the

nest perched on the top of Shiprock. He c uld ba e y make out featu

on the ground below.
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He saw an old woman walking down on the ground beneath Shiprock.

Monster Slayer called and asked for help. At first the old oman was

afz.aid but finally agreed to help. The old woman, who was Spider Wo an,

t her b sket and after warning Monster Slayer not to open his eyes on

the descent she successfully lo ered h m to safety. In return she was able

to keep the feathers from the wings and tail of the Monster Birds.

Then he returned to the home of Changing Woman, where he announced

that he had killed the Bird Monsters.

Monster Slayer, with the help of his younger brother Child Born o

Water, Killed the remaining monsters including Eyes That Kill, Twelve

Running Antelopes, and Rolling Rock.

After Monster Slayer and Child Born of Water had killed the terrible

and destructive monsters in their homeland, they we -e- ti._g, and they

saw a red flare coming from a distance. "I Wonder who is still alive

over the e where the red flare is coming from, " said one of the Twins.

The other Twins said, "Lees go see

They walked and walked

place where

I I ,

eat dista ce. Finally, they came

oke was c ming up from the earth They pe ked down

through a hole and saw old people lounging in a room down below.

Quietly th y found a doorway and entered the row "Here is a

other monste said one the Twins "Let s kill he

The old woman lif ed her head and said , Grandsont Why would yoU

kill me? I am Hunger. How a e peop
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out me? Would you have them eating just one meal forever? There will

be new food to eat and taste whenever people are hungry. People are born

with openings for the taking in and giving out of food. Isn't that so?"

"We will sp re your life, " said one of the Twins. "I can see that

she may be useful in the future."

"But here is another one we can kill, said the other Twin. "Look

her. She is a hideous old creature and surely must be a monster of

des true tion. "

"You can't kill me, grandson," said this old lady. "You must let

me live for I am Poverty. Clothes must be worn out. Moccasins m--s

someday have holes in their soles. You see I can be useful. If old things

did not wear out the uld be no reason for making new ones."

"She is right, s id the Twins who was about to kill her. "I suppose

we must let her live. But over there is another who seems alr ady

dead.

The othe

lay there with her eye

can kill her

Twin lifted his club, but let it

him. She sa

HNo.

st on the old lady who

closed. She opened her eyes and looked up at

the club and knew what he was about to d

Wa t You ust n t kill m " she aid. "lam Sleep. Who

c uld be mo e useful than I am People need me when th y are ill u

tire am able to restore their energy, and even thir lives. I beg

u not tokill ne So he life was also spared, forthe insrea1ized

how u eful sleep could be. How terrible a place he earth would be i
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people could not someti.ules forget their troubles and sleep.

There were only two dre dful-looking old creatures left in the room.

"There is still one for each of us to kill," said one of the Twins. "WhiCh

o e do you choose. 1

"I'll take this one," said one of the Twins, pointing to a bony old

lady who was crawling with lice. "I think we should kill her and get

her out of the way."

The old lady sat up and begged, "Spare me. Please spare

am the Lice Woman who gets in people's hair if they don't keep clean.

People need me to remind them to keep clean. When they have nothing

else to do they can kill lit le parts of me with their finger nails."

"People should have something to remind them to keep their hair

and bodies clean." The Twins agreee and lowered their clubs.

"That leaves only this one for me to kill," said the other Twin.

"What will her plea be?"

"My plea?" the old oman

c n die while othethere be old age people

"I am Old Age Grandson. L t

s a e being born. Let

people reach old age and still live a few more years. Don't kill them

when they are stiil us ful.

"Shall we listen to h asked the Twin who was abàut crush

the ld worrian's- ith-

"Yes, t.:,a ay people

and - lip. ening:: ...he' the b pa ed h r. life..



Today people eat to nourish their bodies and a e inte ested each day

in ood; they make shoes and clothing and wear them out; they -enjoy

sleep when they are tired; they keep clean to live more comfortably,

and babies are being born daily while older people are closing .their

eyes in death.

After destroying the monsters and allowing old age, hunger and -o hers

to live; M_ns Slayer and Child B f Water climbed the four sacred

mountains and looked about in four directions. They saw no la-ionsters

and they decided that at last there were no more monsters to kill and

destr y mankind.

Then the Twins returned to their home at Huerfano Moun ain, where

their mother Changing Wom n lived. They returned certain weapons to

their father, the Sun, as they had agreed to do.. The zigz g lightning

arrow, the st aight lightning arrow, the rainbow arrow, the dark flint

club, the blue flint club, the yellow flint

all of the flint armour th

club, the serrated flint club a d

Twins gave to their father. They kept the

sunray a row and their sunray

The Twi is said that n

edn

All the monstersw their

that harmed p ople had been s

a d la d clown his knive

given him. Then

shall take my

ain Monster Slayer took Off his armour

and his lightning weapon which the Sun had

the Sun came and said, ttMy son, it

eapon back with me.

ell now .



After all the Monsters had been killed Monster Slayer and Child

Born of Water decided they wanted to visit their father, the Sun, once

again. They remembered all the other good things the Sun had sho- n

them on their trip to his home. The Sun welcomed them and asked the

purpose of the trip. The Twins told the Sun how all the Monsters had

been killed but the Sun already knew about it.

Next Monster Slayer and Child Born of Water said, "When we were

here before you showed us four rooms filled with horses, sheep, cattle,

corn and seeds. Now we have come for those things.

The Sun replied, "My children you ask for too much. The last time

you chose not to accept these things. You chose the weapons to use to

kill the monsters. Some of these we e my own children. I sacraficed

own children at your request. This time ill not give you you::

request unless you grant me my wish.

The Twins asked, "What is it you want from us?"

The Sun ans e ed, "You must allow me to destroy those who live

in houses."

After a great deal of thought the Twins agreed to the bargain.

The Sun then gave o Monster Slayer a d Child Born of Water Jet,

Turquoise, Abalone, and White Shell horses from th Ea Elk, Antelopes,

Porcupine, De r and Rabbtts from the South. white blue, yellow, and

bla k corn, striped and vericolored corn and pollen from the We and

.other plants and small birds from the North.
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In addition, the Sun gave to the Twins Rainbow, Zig-Zag Lightning

and Sunray from the East, Mirages from the South, He-Rain from the

West and dark and white Mist fr-m the North.

Monster Slayer and Child Born of Water returned to their homes with

the gifts from the Sun. After four days the Sun arrived to carry out the

her part of the agreement. The Holy People picked up a man and a woman

and pairs of all animals to save before the Sun began his destruction.

The Sun put Big Hail into the Pine Stick, Big Blue Hail into the Spruce

Stick, Big White Hail into the Oak and Big Hail into the small Oak Stick.

A whirlwind arose and rains came down. A flood covered the earth

destroying a great deal. Finally, the waters went down and the Holy

People put back those whom they h d saved.

After this Monster Slayer became very tired and concerned. He

felt distressed and lacked peace and harmony. One day Monster Slayer

was found unconscious and bloody. He was almost beaten to death.

Child Born of Water came to his brother and saw the terrible condition

his brother was in. There was evidence that the attackers spat on

Monster Slayer and made fun of tim. Witnesses said the assailants

made fun of his deeds. They would say, "So this is the famous Monster

Slaye " and then hit him with a stick.

The people held a me ting to decide how to help M nster Slayer. The

Raven was at this meeting along with others whose help was needed. It

is fro his incident that the first Squaw Dan e ca e.

and -he .recovered..

This ceremony



MOCCASIN GAME

There is a place called The House Made of Banded Rock. The

people living there were visited by One Walking Giant who spoke and

said, "My grandchildren, let us play the moccasin game." The people

rePlied they didn't know how so he went away. The next day he returned

and again said, "My grandchildren, I would like to play the moccasin

game with you." The people told him, "Grandfather, we do not know

the game." Again he left but r turned on the third day making the same

request and once again the people said they didn't know how. After he

had left for the third time a bird came to the people and said, "The

person coming to you is called One Walking Giant. When he comes again

asking to play the moccasin game, tell him we will play the game at a

place called Red Rock (on the eastern slope of the Lukachukai mountain)

where Big Snake lives. AU the Holy People will be there. "

When One Walking Giant came back the fourth time saying, "My

grandchildren, I have come to play the moccasin game with you, " VIP

people replied, "It is well, Grandfather, we will play the game over

where Big Snake lives." The Giant was very pleased and said, "That

is good, my children, that is what I came for. " The people said they

would send words to the Holy People to gather in fou

Canyon to play the Mocc sin Game.
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All the Holy People gathered together and at the end of the fourth

day One Walking Giant arrived. He h d a feather from an eagle which

he kept laying against the palm of his hand. From his feather in the

Giant's hand to the moccasin where the little ball was hidden there shone

a faint ray of light like an almost invisible rainbow. This would help

him know in which moccasin the ball was hidden. He had 102 sticks of

yucca with him, the number came frorr the Sun's 102 trails.

Coyote came to the canyon to play. He said as long as he howled

by both night and by day he would be on the winning side, whichever it

might be.

There are 102 yucca counters in the game. The ball is made from

the inside of the yucca plant. The sticks are tied in a bundle and are

used as counters to pay the points back and forth. When one side wins

all 102 points, they have won the game. Each side places four moccasins

in front of themselves. A small ball is hidden inside one of the four

moccasins and the opposing side guesses where the ball is or is located.

A stick is used to tap the moccasins and to select the xact lo ation

the hidden ball. If the guesser taps once, that means he is guessing

the ball is in the mocca in he is tapping on, if he taps more than once,

that means he i guessing the ball is not in he moccasin he is tapping

on If the ball happens to be in the moccasin he tapped once, then he

takes the ball out and gives it to his side. If be taps more than once on

a m ccasin and the ball happens to be in that moccasin, it costs his side
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ten coun

The Giant explained the game to the Holy People and said, "This will

not be a free game. All those who travel by day will play against all

those who travel by night. The night will bet against the day. The night

animals will be on the North Side and the day animods on the South. If

the night animals win there will be darkness always; if the day animals

win there will be light always."

The side of darkness used the moccasins of the bear and porcupine

while the day people's side used the moccasins of the gopher and badger.

After explaining the game and its rules, the Giant took a thin piece

of corn husk and painted one side black to represent darkness and one

side white to represent day. He said he would throw the pie e of corn

husk into the air and on which ever side the corn husk fell would have

the first chance to hide the ball. He let the corn husk fall and the day

people called out "grey, grey, grey. The night people called out "black,

black, black."

The white side w s up so the day people had the first chance to hide

the ball. For a while it looked as if the day people would win but finally

a certain night bird hit the moccasin where the ball was hidden and tossed

the ball to the night side. Then the owl took the ball and hid it. One

time the owl decided not to hide the ball in the moccasin but kept it in

his hand. The Giant came over to guess, but he missed since the ball

was not any of th.e moccasins. Tears came down his cheeks and it
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looked as if the night people might win. As a last resort, the day people.

sent gopher under the ground to tunnel up inside each moccasin to dis-

cover where the ball was hidden. The gopher reported that the ball

n' L in any of the four moccasins but rather was hidden in the owl's

hand. One of the day birds, armed with this informatIon went to guess

the locati n of the ball. He pretended to hit each moccasin but before

doing that he said the ball wasn't there. Finally, he hit the owl's hand an

and out rolled the ball

The ani als and the Holy People played the ga e all night, b

neither side c uld win all the counters. The animals knew that they

must finish the game before daylight and that all night animals must be

back in their homes before the sunlight hit them.

When the owl dropped the ball, all the birds and animals chose

whatever designs or col rs they wished to wear in the future. The crow

and the bear had fallen asleep and the people at the last moment noticed

the approach of dawn and hurriedly woke them up and told them to ge t

dressed and back to their homes before the dawn zame. The crow was

in such a hurry he just dipped himself in the charcoal and became all

black. The bear jumped up a d reached for his moccasins. Dawn was

almost breaking and he was in such a hurry that he put his moccasins

on the wrong feet. (His left moccasin on his right fo t and visa versa).

This is why today the bear has such strangely shaped feet. Then the bear

ran to get into the woods before the sunlight hit him, but he asn't qui k
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enough, because just as he was going into the woods that sunlight hit

his coat and that is why the black bear today has a reddish sheen to his

coat.

Since neither side won, so that is why we have both night and day,

and not all one or the other.
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THE DIFFERENT NAV JO CLANS

by Albert Sandoval, Sr.

When the Navajos named themselves they called themselves

The People they being the People on earth. Outsiders gave

them another name, Navajo. They are the only ones who con-

sider themselves to be made up of different clans. That is

the way they determine their relationship. Whenever two

Navajos meet, they immediately ask, "What clan are you?" and

then,"What's your father's clan?" They find out whether or

not they are relatives. It is not known when the different clans

started.

According to the stories, many years ago there were four

different clans that became the first Navajos. That's what

the story says. The People disagree on the identity of these

four clans that came back from the west from Changing Woman.

Accounts vary, and it seems people do n t all agree. However, they

/usually all say that T' dich'il'nii ts-.,orie of the (foLL lens. And

/ / "
they usually all agree likewise on To'ahani, and on Kin yaa'aanil

and Hashtl'ishnii. So those we e the first Navajos which, as four

clans, started back from Changing Woman (Asdzaa nadleehe.) As they
CL.

returned from there, they came again to this land where the Navajos

live. They return d to the place called Dintah, and as they wandered

about, in some wise the larger groups absorbed smaller groups that

they encountered. So from that time they began to gather numbers;

in that way the four clans acquired relatives and in accord with

that tradition the groups nowadays call one another relatives.
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Now take this To dich'iiinii-Biih bitoonii-Tsin sikaadniiLe

group. These are the only close relatives in this group. Even

though the T6* dik'ozhi and the Yoo'i say they are related to the

To dich'ii'nii the relationship is distant. And it would seem

that they intermarry with the To dich'ii'nii group.

Another, the Kin yaa'aanil has no really close relatives.

There used to be a clan Bit'aa'nii. That was its only close

relative. But the Bit'aa'nii clan is now extinct. So Kin yaa'aa-
LL

nii stands alone. Another group of Kin yaa'.;-anii say that the

Bit'ahnii are their relatives, hut i don't know why they say that.

Actually, it is the Bit'aa'nii that are thus related - and the
LC-

Bit'aa'nii are now extinct.
e.

The next group is the Tacnii'nii This group too has none

that it can call its really close relatives. They have some

distant relatives, although a clan called Naaneesht ezhi con-

siders the Tachii'nii as its close relative. And the Deeshch-

ii'nii, those are also related to the fa-chiHnii, but they inte

marry with them.

The next gr up is the Honaghaahnii Their relatives a e
/

known. These are the To'ahani, the Ta'neeszahnii the Dzif-
.

Wahnii and the Hashk'aa Hadzoih8. These form another related
LC

group.

Another group which m,uct be Pueblo in origin, who came from

Pueblo areas, is composed f Kin XichiPnii li'Sa'shchi'i the

/

Iani the DeeshchiPnii, the Tsnahabi/nii and the Tsilnaa-

jinii. This is another group that consider themselves inter-

related.

2
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Another one is the Tsenjikini Those are probably Pueblos

too. And the Ma'ii deshgiizhnii the Ashiihi and the Dibe 'Xi-
Lc-

/
zhini consider themselves to be related to the Tsenjikini

Another one is the Tabaaha, the Haltsooi, and the To baazh-
/

ni az hi. The To dik'ozhi al o consider themselves related some-

what to this group. But they are distant relatives.

Another one is the To'aheedliinii, the Naakaii Dine'e, the
,/

Tseikeehe, the Nooda'i dine e. Those form another interrelated

group.

Another group is the Bit'ahnii, which includes the T8'tsohnii

the 0;k'aa'dine'e, the Tse deeshgiizhnii, the Tsetaa'aanii, the

Ha-htPishnii. That's the way they are.

Some called the Yoo'o, Trogi, Ts ah yisk'idnii, Nihoobaa-
7

nii, and the Tsezhin ndii'aai just seem to fall in between with-

out an tradition to explain them. Those are now extinct. A-d

the Dzi/ na'oodil ii Dine e which are also extinct. You don't

find these people everywhere. But this group has relatives some-

where. There is no knowledge of how they are related. There aren't
/

many of them, that's why-. Those called the Nihoohaanil are over

in the direction of Mount Taylor, and the Ts'ah yisk'idnii are

only over by Hoolklid (a long ridge south of Bloomfield) , and

the To baazhni'azhi too only exist over there (by Hoolk'id).

There used to be some Dzi/ na'oodiXii Dine'e too, but they are

also extinct. And also the T ezhin ndii'aai they are extinct now.

According to their own orig n stories, they say they were of that

clan from the beginning. In that way, in telling about them-
/_.

selves, the Ta'neeszahnii say that they e Tolitsonii. We tell
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them they are Ta'neeszahnii but they say that they are ToXi-

tsonii according to their own stories. They have always been

called Ta'neeszahnii, but they say they are T8Xitsonii accord-

ing to their own stories. And those that are called Tsenjikini

say they are Kin Xitsonii.

The clams called Sei bee hooghanii, Kin lichii'nii and

Dibe lizhini are interrelated to form one group according to

their stories, but aside from th s story they are considered

unrelated (i.e. people out 'de their group refuse to accept

their story). They say that they came from a place somewhere

called Sei bee hoohgan. When they came here to Dinetah they

split up, and on account of that they lost track of each other

(strayed from each other and forgot their relationship) One
./

part of these people from Sei bee hooghan identified itself with

the Kin Xi hii'hii. A part of those that came from the Pueblos,

being Pueblos, consider themselves related to the Pueblos. The

Ashiihi are their relatives. And the Ma'ii deeshgiizhnii So
CA,

that's how It is. Now some who are Tachii'nii call themselves

Biih Dine'e and also Nat'oh Dine'e and Ye'ii Dine That is
LL

the way that the different clans tell about themselves according

to their origin stories.

Long ago the old men and women taught their children about

the related groups. "This is your relative," they would say.

"This one you can have nothing to do with (sexually) you cannot

marry him or her." That's how thy used to teach one another.

In the past these things were known. Now they have begun to go
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to school and live among foreigners, so these things are

not known, and now when they meet, men and women of the same

clan marry and live together. However, on both sides, accord-

ing to the stories of their male and female kinfolk they are

of different clans, even though we say that they are of the

same clan. This is how it is with regard to the different

clans. If we put all these Navajo clans together they number

some forty odd.

And when The People moved back from Fort Sumner there were

some other clans that came back with them. Those still exist
e

as clans in some places. They are called Chishi Dine'e and

Naashgali Dine'e. Those people lived there at Fort Sumner,

and there they were absorbed into the Navajo, and moved back

with them from there. Now they have increased, and they vainly

try in every way they know to identify themselves with other

groups, saying "That's the clan 1 belong to," but the one they

try to enter usually marries into their clan, and that leaves

them out, unable to join that clan group. So now the Naashgall

are considered an independent group. So also are the Chishi

1 don't know how long ago, but of these clans that originated

here among us (i.e. these newcomer clans) some became relatives

through being sold as slaves. They were Utes and Paiutes, and

some Pueblos from Hopi and Zuni. Here for some reason or an-

other they were hungry and for that reason they came out among

the Navajos. These people are now Navajos; they belong to what-

ever clan they entered, since they took its name. Take for example
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the Tgchil nii, or any other clan such as the To dich'ii'nii

or the Kin yaa'aanii. It is not pu e as it was in the begin-

ning. It seems that each clan met up with groups wh ch it

absorbed. These clans have been growing for a long time, and

throughout their history they have been absorbing newcomers.

Some merely met up with them, some were bought, some were

captured that is their origin, and nowadays the newcomers

identify themselves with whichever they entered. If you ask

them about their origin they will tell you a story you've never

heard of. So things being thus e don't know about them.

These present day Tchii'nii cannot be called pure Ta hii'nii.

And likewise for the To dich and the Kin yaa'aanii.

The same holds for the Bit'ahnii. Many other peopl,e have

entered these main groups as captives to become Navajos that

is why th re no knowledge of their development.

The Tsi'naajinii consider themselves related to the DziX-

ghaa. The DziXgWa used to come to visit them from Dzi/ghge.:

land, and once when they came, one of the Tsi'naajinii woman,

who wasn't in her right mind, followed them back. That woman

started having children at some place called Deeshchii'bikooh.

There she raised her children, and she herself died there. Her

children started back from there, following her stories. They

were told, "You're Navajos - you're Tsi'naajinii," so they

started back t- Navajoland. Here .they came back to the People.

When they got back they said that they were from Deeshchii'bi-

kooh, so they were named after that place. They w- e named

Deeshchii'nii.

6
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"
And another group of Ashiihi say that the Tsenjikini took

LL

them captives from Hopiland and they were led back to Dintah

as prisoners. When they got back they were put to work watch-

ing the fields - fields at place called Ashiih Deez'a (a
LL

location east of Dulce - a long white Cliff) They got their
_// //

name from this. They were called Ashiihi Deez'aadoo At'eed

and this became Ashiihi. Those captives must have all been
L4

girls. The other Ashiihi group say that they came from some-
C

where, from the woman named Salt Woman. So they are not a single
e

clan, these Ashiihi. And likewise with the TX'aashchl'i. They
LL

e
say that they were Ye' il Dine'e, but they wore red breech-clouts

(skirts) a d were named TX aashchi i. Some of the same people

were also ca led Biihtsoh Dine'e, so there are many groups of
CL

./ (
TX'aaschi'i.

Naashashi

ff /

Some are called T1'aashchi'i, some are called

some are Dzaaneez gani, some NaaXan i. But their

group name is Tl'aashchi'l So thus, due to the extreme mix-

ing of the People there is now knowledge of th ) no full account.

There is nothing by way of a single origin or a single story.

They came togeth r from many places. Now, as a whole, the single

name including all the clans is Navajo.
/

The Charcoal-streaked-people (Naaneesht'ezhi dine
/

to be part of the Water-edge-people Tabaaha).
LL

came

This mixed
/

g roup is variously called Willow-line-extends-out-gray (K' 'ebaa-

n il) Two-came-to-water (To'beazhni'azhi), Sage-brush-hill-

people (Ts'ah yisk'idnii), Meadow-people (Haltsool dine'e)

These to molest his relatives sexually, ("Get away, it's not done.

It's shameful," they would say. They used to teach, saying, "There

is no shortage of women."

7
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Nowadays, you see, our children are gathe ed together at

school without knowing about :relationships. There the boys

associate with girls and the girls with the boys when they

arrive at that age where they are interested in the boys

and their clan relationships are on unknown to them. They get

together, merely on the basis of liking each other. Things are

getting harder for us in that matter. It could be str-ightened

out An some way. These are some of the p oblems that are .dis-

cussed hereabout. When people intermarry that way their children

will be born feeble-minded. They themselves will become crazy.

They themselves will have fits. If he (God, the Creator) feels

merciful toward you he will merely make you feeble-minded instead

of giving you worse punishment. These are the stories that were

ld by the old men, and which now seem to be unknown. Many foreign

tribes are married into the Navajo. How is that going to turn.out?

The younger generation doesn't pay any attention to clans any more.

The relationship s' =tem of the white people just goes a little

way. Their relatior,ship system does not go far, and it continues

for only a few generations. They go by the blood. That is how they

trace it, you see. That is not the way with the Navajos. That

system was never heard of among the Navajos.

Whenever one goes and meets another Navajo he says "What clan

are you? Wat's your father's cla By this sort of conver-

sation the relationship is found out. The speakers might be dis-

tantly related, you see. This is the way relationship is determ ned.

We still find out about relationship in this way, and it can always

be easily determined.

8



An Expanded Cou se Outline
Navajo History and Culture II (1860-1960)

Navajo Community College

THE LONG WALK

A. Events Leading to the Lon_g. Walk

One of the basic problems which led to the tragic Lo g Walk

was failure of the U.S. , who c ntinued the failure of the Mexican and

Spanish governments, to recognize the true nature of the Navajo Tribe.

The United States felt that the Navajo T ibe was one entity with one

chief who could speak for all Navajo. This way of thinking may have

been correct for some of the Plains Tribes but was totally false with

respect to the Navajo. The U. S. thought that when a treaty was signed

by a single N vajo he could speak for and represent the entire nation.

In truth the Nava were a series of much much smaller-units which

ope ated independently and often

small unit te

n opposition with one another. These

_lying in a limited geographical area, were under the

leadership of a "Headman" who often himself 'Could not sPeak for the

entire group.

The Navajo had one of the purest forine- of 'democracy Ikhich did,

not recognize the control of onePerson over the lies and future of others'.

The Army would sign a treaty with a particular band,or group ,of

Navajo. There is nothing in the'historical records tO show that the

Navajo who signed the treaty failed to -honor its prOvisions. However,

another band of Navajo, Who did not sign and probably' Were completelY



una -are of the actIon of the other ba d, would continue to operate as

they had in the past. In ther words, the Navajo c ntinued t raid the

who w d children.

The United States and the residents of the Territory felt a tr aty was

broken. It must be remembered that,

certain things b tween the partie

Who: did not-

r aty pledges and promises

to that treaty; cannot pledge parties

ign the treaty. Just as a treaty between the U.S. __nd

E gland has no effect or impact on France an Germany.

Several 3ther events need to be recognized as leading he

Long Walk.

The Death of Narbona

One August 31, 1849 a Comp ny f U.S. Trobps under the

command of Col. Washington me h a group of Navajo in ne of the

valleys in the Chu ka Mountains. Narbona was present and as quite

old. He was also one of the signers of an earlier treaty with Col.

Doniphan.

After the coiincil 6,-MeMber of the U. S. forces

accused a Navajo of-p°Ssessing,a,horse 'stolen,, ,

checking_ out the .allegatiOni C ol.--,-WashingtOn'-demande 4 the in-unediate
,

T

Stead'of

turn of the animal ° _n:the:Naaj-o The:Navajo,
_

tins Aiirned.-and .fled.-

Would open fire

noticing the soldiers preparing-the
,

ired their ',their, six avajo tncluthn

e, ade-r,

r
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Surely, this event did little to make the Navajo trust the Army

or its fairness.

Slave Trade

Slave trade involving Navajo women and children was a very

profitable business. An average Na ajo boy or girl (age 5 to.l5) could

be h ught for as mu h as $200 auctioil. Bailey, ays: "S extensive
'.had-the, trade become by, 1850 :that thbtisanda Of Indians ere ..h _id- in

bondage in the homes of N co 1t The traders in human flesh
.

wanted to keep the war g g betwe n the Navajo and the U.S.

that they would h ve excuse for raiding and capturing Navaj . Many

times the Navajo were forc d to r turn captives they had captur d in

he Navajo captives r turned to thetheir raids but very r re

va3o.

One of he Navajo leaders spoke accOrdllig to Bailey: "Eleven

times we have given up our captives, only once have they given us

ours. My people are crying for the children they havejo

American tice -that-we Must giVele

nothing?"

p eve-rything and receive'

Incident at Fort Defiance

grazed their large number of-hors

believed to be theirs.



pensate the Navajo for their loss

stolen by the Navajo, they were required to return it and the

Army compensated the owner for the loss.

en though everytime a single animal

4. Death of Ji

In 1858 a Navajo killed a servants named Jim, of the Command-

ing Officer at Ft. Defiance. The offericer, Major Brooks, ordered the

killer to be turned over to the Army within 20 days or there would

be w- Major Brooks didn't wait 20 days but immediately prepared

for war. Reinforcements were sent to Ft. Defiance, Utes

permi sion to raid the Navajo, et A body was turned ove

Army which was alleged to be that of the person

The Army refus

ere given

the

ho killed the servant.

d to accept the c rpse as the kill r, d claring it was

not that of the murderer. Expeditions ag inst the Navajo began and war

was declared- Aft defeating the Navajo, they were forced to sign a

treaty which took the easltern po tion, their best grazing land, away

and gave it to the U. S.

Conflict Between the Indian Bureau and the Arm

There seemed to be always conflict b tween t6e Indian Agency

This was especiallyand the Army_ over the way to treat-the Navajo
_

true when the Agent had an understanding and reisPect for his charges.

One of the t agedies was the death of AgeneI-1 nry Dodg-e. He liVed

with and was trusted b lie Navajo.

hunting with a- party iraj

ches while



Another agent who understood and defended the Navajo was

Sil Kendri k. In Janua y 1859 a f-ri ndly Navajo lead r. Agua

Chiquito, came to Ft.. Defiance to talk to Kendrick, The Command-

g Officer ordered the s ldiers to fire up n this friendly leader.

He escaped. Kendrick wrote: "Up to this occurance Agua Chiquito,

Ganado Mucho, Juanico and several other influencial members

the Tribe, had given every evidence

their people to an a

r sincere de ire to bring

i able adjust nt of the difficulttes and had

red many valuable

There was every

and they were

ervices to me and also to the military.

reason to belie e in and rely upon th ir good faith,

rernely anxious to second and adv nce the vi ws an

purposes of the dove

Chiquito not-

ent. B since this treatment of Agua

ne of these Indians has returned t the Fort r to seek

any communication with me or with any other white man. Er.idently

their good confidence in the good faith of the Anericans ieñtirely

destroyed, and if they have not become active conibatants

they cannot be expected again to co perate with u

hemselves,,-

Attack on Pt; Defiance

At four o'clo

vajo attacked Ft. Deli

k in the morning on' April 30,...,1

would-take_-thrPort.

of_the 'Fdrt.

They,,-C

At dawn the-Navajo'wi
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Tlis bold attack on a fort by any Indian tribe is most unusuaL It

certainly reflects the utter despair of the Navajo at understanding

the whites who failed to k ep their pro ises and the determination

of the Navajo to keep their land and th ir way of life. Also, the

attack on Ft. Defiance sealed the fate of the Navajo because now

the U. S. Army geared its lf for the largest and most thorough

camp ign again t the Navajo.

The Ft. Fauntl- r Affair

On Sept mber 22 1861, ration dis ribution day, there was a

massacre of some 12 to 15 Navajo women and childr n. On ration

day, horse ra..c were often run and there was_considerable betting

betwe n the Navajo and th oldiers. On his particular day there

was a widely heralded horse race between a well-known Navajo horse

and one owned by the post surgeon, The bridle of the Nava)o-horse

broke hort1y after the start of the race_and the Navajo believe

bad been cut. The Indian's horse ran off the track and the Army
-

owned horse won. The Navajos wanted the race t -be'mun again

s they felt it had been unfair. The troops refused.

The commanding office 'ordered;that

inside the post. One of the sentries,

ing,to enter the p s

rfor,

and-at-that-a '-theltriany



A first sergeant ied to stop a soldier he saw murdering

two little children and a women but was stopped by an officer.

The commanding officer gay c edit to the soldier who murdered

the children and wounded the squaw. The c mmanding officer,

Col_ Chaves, then ordered the offic r of the day to fire the mountain

howitzers at the N vaj 11The sergeant in charge pretended not to

hear the order for he considered it an unla ful- one, but he wa

forced to obey. (Doolittle Conimitt
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B. Kit Carson rri n A ainst the Nay

In the fall of 1860, Col. .dward C nby and Major Sibley took

o the field against the Navajo. Utes and New Mexican Volunteers

also were employed agaLnst the Navajo During the fall campaign

the Na ajo were har ssed and chased. Although More women than

men were killed by the Army, the Navajo were able to escape the

brunt of these efforts. Major Sibley wrote to his superiors: "I

deeply reg et t eport the complete

horses, and the enti

hau tion of the ca al

e inefficiency of the fou

been a tively employed in this camp ign. 0 0

c mpanies whi h have

any further servic

The start of the Civil War changed many plans and many

Army units and men r turned to fight in that war. General Ja es

carleton-. as app inted military commander

fall of 1862

f New Mexico in the

To Carlet n and to Governor .Flenry Connelly, the

Navajo occupied one ofthe richest min ral and grazing regions on

the continent and both believed the removal ofthe Navajo was

imperative for the advancement of New Mexico. Carleton-placed

Kit Carson in charge of field, operations against the Navajo.

Carson fought no pitched battles but harassed the Navajo;

1

burried-his corn fields and hogans, Utes and companies of irregulars

chased and roped the Navajo.-_- The slave

selves aolünteejroops.0
keeping their captives'.

CarSon

ide r-si disguised thern-
,

hese men
,



mid Octob r 1863 Carleton's policy as carried

son as successful. The fields of the Navajo were burned;

their livestock killed or captured; their horses destroyed. Many

Navajo followed the conditions given them and came to Ft. Wingate

where the.y were tr nsferred to Pt. Sumner. Carson dealt a telling

blow to the Navajo in January 1864 when h entered Canyon de Chelly

and further destroyed what little food remained-to the Navaj . Many

avajo men, women..and-Children-died Of-starvation- as a result of

the scorehed earth policy of Kit Carson.
.

The Navajo now had but two choices: (}tósu rr'ender and

be marched to a distant home which General Carleton had prepared

at Ft. Sumner; or (2) to retreat even deeper into more remote and
,

hopefully inaccessible cornexes,of thelr 'land. Many_ ch
,
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Navajo hogans and sheep corrals in caves in

occupants were cliff dwellers. While it

liffs which the former

never be know_ with

any as urance it is v ry probable that the nu ber of Navajo who.

escaped capture exceeded the number estimated by Graves_ It

will be very interesting for Navajo today to collect stories of their

tors that would tell the experiences of those Navajo who did

not go on the Long Walk-



C. The Long listalk

h 4, 1864 more than 2 000 Wairajo began their Long

Defiance) t

lies from Ft. Wingate and Ft. Canby (Old Ft.

Fortl S inner-. In les than a week, before le

the Forts, over 126 Na ajo died from expcure. The large number

of Na ajo arriving a Ft. Sumner taxed the limited re ources Of

that area. By the fall of 1 864, there were approximately 6 000

No. ajo at Ft. Sumner, almost twice the number General C rl ton

had estimated. There was no shelter provid d for the Indians at

Ft. Sumner.

There is consideralbe evidence to suggest that General

Carl ton' s interest in getting the Navajo taken a ay from their

meland and moved far away lay in large measure to his belief

that there was gold in the Navajo home ar a. In a letter dated

June 22, 1863, General,Carleton wrote to Capt in Walker

Army officer, telling him that a New MexicO official would be

coming "to visit your new gold regions." I-le wanted to employ

Walker as a guide to seVeral companies of troops which would

"establish a military post in the very heart of the' gold cbuntry...

The people who will flock into the country around th,e San Fran-
,tl

cisco Mountains will soon Open farms and have stock ,enoUgh for

the mines. I am just.commenCing operations against the Navajos..

You see the new fo-rt (Fort Canby) will b at Pueblo Colorado



(Note: a few miles northeast of present Ganado) .. If I can help

others to a fortune, it will, afford me not quite as mu h happiness

as finding one myself, it is t ue, but nearly as much.

The M scaler° Apaches had been rounded up ea lier z--,ad they

also were placed at Ft. Sumner, also kno n as Bosque Redondo.

This tribe re ented the Navajo and raided thelii after their ar ival.

The Coman he also raided their old foes the Navajo.

Meanwhile Navajo continued to come in. t of feeding

the Navajo, at the early period of Ft Sumner, at lea t $50. 000

per month. Carl ton had hoped the Navajo would lea n t

together) and become farmers. Land was cleared

rops planted but lack of water, worms and other blights kept

the crops from becoming ad quate fox the needs of the Navajo. In

addition, there was an inadequate supply of fire wood and proper

quality, of water.

Basic to Carleton ' s policy, which led to the creatton of

Ft Sumner, was the belief that " ve can fe d them cheaper than we

can fight them." Carleton had severe critics his_plan: Some-

ointed out to the poor quality of the land and water available at

Ft. Sumner; some pointed out the impossibility of converting the

no adic Navajo into pueblo dwellers; some pointed, out the difficulties

that would be created by having Apache and Navajo living side by

side, some believed that large number of Navajo never surrendered

94



but re ained safely

had come in, so e be

Indians,

and- dangerous .

h as the Navajo

An investigati n s h wed that ofa $1001 000 c ngressional

appropriation to purcha e cert in items of clothing and to ls for

Navajo at Ft. Sumner the actual value of the purchased items was

0 000.

n the spring of 1865, over 5,800 acres of land was planted

by the Navajo t Bosque Redondo

had rigen to $62, 000 per iiionth. There were gr at hopes that the

The cost of feeding the Navajo

harvest of _1865 would enable th vajo to become self sufficient

with respect to food. Again there was a crop failure with less than

450.000 pou ds of food stuff (corn, wheat, beans and pumpkins)

produced when the estimated crop was anticipated to be over

9 million pounds.

By March 1865, 000 Indians drew rations at Ft Sumner,

but from that point on ther&was a constant_decrease n the

number of Navajo at Ft. Sumner.-- Starving 'sick, raided by the

C manche, longing for their hcimeland-, Navajo in increasing number

began to escape and return.- In less-,_than one month, over 1.000
s

Navajo had left. _In-:an effor toP tli NaVajo'-from:1.77,7_i;i7,.

Carleton ordered all:Nails.' Who left.,::_the:re-servat 011 withoUt a, ._ _ , ,

"passport" to be killed.-_



The Treaty 1868

-14--

On March 3, 1865 a JoInt Special

memb rs of b th houses of Congr

ok Into the c ndition

ommittee compos

s s was appointed and a

f the American Indian.

thi s SpeCial C miasittee vas signed the task

Indian affs.irs in the Southwest A

a brief visit to Ft.. S rnne

hort hearing

sh w d the depth and complexity of the

pr blem. The inv stigation revealed the Navajo were more sinned

a ainst than sinning : the extent of the slave trade conducted against

the Navajo, the horrors of the "Long Walk", the terrible conditions

prevalent at Ft. Surnner were all uncovered. The committee real-

ized that the experiment to settle Navajo far from their homeland,

to remold them into village farmers, and to change their total

culture was doomed.

In late 1865, a Special Agent was sent by the Office of

Indian Affairs to investigate Ne Mexico affairs as they related

to Ft. Sumn On December -31 ,- a- group -of Navajo le ade ere

brought before Special Ag nt Julius Graves and were told to speak

of their wishes and problems.. The Navajo stated

"We want to gia -back tia oar country.. 'If allowed to

return to our mountain hom s, we will behave ourselves."

"Cage, the badger and he will try to breaX from his prison.
,

Chain the eagle an&he will strive to gain his freedom, and though



We want to return t our mountains and plains

should be allowed to eturn to their homeland. Instead,

that either the military or the Civil autho 't es should have total

re ponsibility jurisdiction must end.

The Supe ntendent of Indian Affairs for the area, Dr.

Micha l St ck, and later Bald in Norton, and Theodore Dodd,

favored the removal of the Navajo from Ft. Sumner. The

military officials under General Carleton favored keeping the

Navajo at Ft. S mner The entire territory of New Mexico was

caught up in the argument as to whether the Navajo should remain

there, be allowed to go home, or be sent somewhere else. This

issue became a major political issue.

In 1866, the crops planted at Bosque Redondo failed for

the third consecutive time. Fuel. was exhausted, and the water

was so alkali tho.t it ruined the land and made, eVeryone -sick.

The Army could no longer hide the faet that'Ft. Sumner was

nothing more than a concentration camp. The cost-of feeding
,

, the Navajo from March 1864,to'OCtober 1865 was

Keleher in his book Turmil in-New Mexico stated:,

was inevitable that General

the Department of NewMexico, Would:faee day
,

cornmande

f reckoning.
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Dur ng this several years of despoti al control over affairs in the

te ritory, he had inaugurated and carried forwa d a pr gram of
violence against the Indians which had no p ecedent in New Mexico

history. F-lis campa1gns , iolating many of the rule5 of civilized

warefare, had brought tragedy and death to scores of Apa he and

Nav jos. The government agents who theoretically represented

the Indians had been powerless to help, silenced and subdued by

the application of Carletioris

to defend and Justify

Carleton

autocratIc policy wh ch he attempted

_ the gr und that the cOnntry was at Wa

'eyed of his command in Septemb r 1866

and in January _867 President Grant turned the -cu tOdy -of the

Navajo back to the Bu eau of Indian "Affair

In the October 27 1866 issue of the, ne spaper the kew

Me ic n " printed in Santa Fe, the following comment on Carl t n s

"I tremoval was printed- t thus appears hat our itory will be

relieved from the presence of this man C rleton who has so long

lorded it amongst us. For five years or moehehas been-1n

supreme command in New Me,aco, and during that whole time, has

accomplished nothing for which he is entitled to the thanks or

gratitude of our people, or the confidence of the war Department.
_

A study at Ft. Sumner was-'xnade-in 1867 whit h--recomMended-the

abandonment of the reservation.

It



0- May 28, 1868, General W. T. Sherman and Colonel

Samuel F. Tappan were sent to Pt. Sun er to make a treaty with

the Navajo there. There was di cussi n about moving the Navajo

to Texas or to Indian Teeritory. Many p ople in NeW Mexico

wanted the Navajo m ved entirely out of the T r itory. Never

theless a treaty was signed by Na headme nd the two

commissioners which alio ed the Navajo Lo return to their h me-

i nd. rrhe f llowing account of the Peace Council p oceedings

indicates discussions that resulted in the signing of the Treaty

of 1868:

Council Proceedings

Proceedings of a Council between-General W. T. Sherman 'and

Samuel F. Tappan Commissioners on the part of the United

States and the Chiefs and Headmen of the Na...v4jo Tribe of

Indians held at the Reservation known as Bosque Redondo at Ft.
,

Sumner in the Territory of N w Mexico on the 28th day of May-
=

1868.

T.ridian Chiefs Pre ent:

Delgadito
BarboneitO
ManAlielito
Largo
Herrero
-Arriaijo
ToriVio



Jesus Alvis
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Indian Interpreter and Ja es Sutherland Span sh Interp e

Gene al Sherman

The Commissioners are here now for the purpose oflearning and
knowing all about your condition and we wish to hear from you the truth
and nothing but the truth, We have read in our books and learned from
our officers that for many years whether right or wrong the Navajos
have been at war with us and that General Carleton had removed you
here for the purpose of inaking you agriculturists -- with that view the
Government of the United States gave you money and built this fort to
protect you until you were able to protect yourselves. We find you have
done a good deal of work here in making acequias, but we find you have
no farms, no herds and are now as poor as you were four years ago
when the Government brought you here. That before we discuss what we
are to do with you, we want to know what you have done in the past and
what you think about your reservation here

neito said.

The bringing.of ue 'here:has caused a great decra.seof our
numbers,. Many.of us have died, also a great number of aux animals.

r Grand-fathers had no idea of living in any other cOuntry'ekcept our
wn and`T do not think it right kor us to do eo as-we were, never taught to.

When the Navajas were first-created four Mountairii:and.._:iiinr rivers -were
pointed out to us inside of whieh we should live,:that Wa-s---7t6: be ou-r
country and Was given to us bY, the firs-tworiien of the'NeVajci tribe. lIt was
told to us by our forefathers, that we_were neVer to- mbir6 east of the Rio
Grande or west=of the San Juan rivers,and,Ithinkitha*otir.iaothikighere _

has been the -cause_ of s-o much-]death,arnonWUe and our animals. That
our GOA when he, wascreateA,(the worrianI',spoke:--of)_-gave:-us this piece
of land, and -created, it ,especially f Or -.us -,and ::g.4,;tre,-1.1e, the White et of-corn
and the best of horSes and sheep. --You can- see thein,(Ppinting:to:the ,other
chiefs) ordinarily looking as-:they_are,-,L-think'that.whenthe-last-of_them
is gone the world will -_cOme to an end.--- -.**i*,brought,here,--
also true we have-beentaken,gaod-care:of Sin-ce,We-:ha."%ie'been---,he re
soon as we _were brought he re,:,v,r, started:Anto -Work:making aceqUiae

_(and I myself went-ta work -With: rriy,,PartY)-We,4-nade'Lall'the AdobeS you
_

see here, -we have-talwaye -sEiOrie-`as wewer'&;tcild,:fo;rjf,tal:'te, bring-lashes
from the hearth we 'Would do 66, carry Water-i.andih'erd'.itock,--We''never

-refUsed to-do anYthing---we -Were'rtald--to,""do; 'This-'64;anxid',wewere-tkrought
_ _ -

on, It-is not` pxOdUctive, we' plant, bUt :it ',doe s _all the stock We-
brought here-have nearry
have"cione all;we could- pospibly.-do;-,-- 4-4 4i6-41-id=j.t to and
have therefore _quit It, for that,reason wie-haVe kicit br tried to. ,



do anythi g this year. It is true we put seed in the ground but it would
not grow two feet high, the reason I cannot tell, only I think this
ground was never intended for us, we know how to irrigate and farm
still we cannot raise a crop here, we know how to plant all kind of s ed
also how to raise stock and take care of it. The Commissioners can
see themselves that we have hardly any sheep or horses, nearly all that we
brought here have died and that has left us so poor that we have no
means wherewith to buy others--There are a great many arnong us
were once well off now they have nothing in their houses to sleep on
except gunny sacks, true some of us have a little stock left yet, but not
near what we had some years ago, in our old country, -for that reason
my mouth is dry and my head hangs in sorrow to see those around me
who were at one time well off so poor now, when we had a way of living
of our own, we lived happy, we had plenty of stock, nothing to do but
look at our stock, and when we wanted meat nothing to do but kill it.
(Pointing to the chiefs present) they were once rich. I feel sorry at the
way I am fixed here, I cannot rest comfortable at night, I am ashamed_
o go to the Cominissary for My food,' it leoks as if semebpdY was wait-

ing to give it to me since the time I was very small until I Was a man
when I had my father and mother to take care of I had plenty and since
that time I have always followed my father's advice and still keep it.
viz: to live at peace with everybody. I want to tell the,Cornmissioners
I was born at the lower endsof Canyon de Chelly, We have been living
here five winters- The first year we planted Corn, it yielded a good
crop but a worm got in the Corn and destroyed nearly all of it, the
second year the same, the third year it grew about two Lfeethigh when
a hail storm completely destroyed all of it. We have done all we
possibly could-to, raise a _crop ofr corn and pumpkins but we _were dis- _

appointed.. I tholight_at one,time the_ Whole World-was the, same,-a's my
own country btitI,.got fooled- in it, otitsider my _own- countrY we cannet
raise a--cr°,f3p, but in, it we can raiSe a Crop,alrnost -anywhere, eur famis
and stock there- increase-,- -here ,they decrease, we know; this 'land 4cies
not like uS-neither does the'Waier.';' the', have'all:said-,thiS -ground was
not intended-for us, fOr that 1-ea:Son none of us- have ,attempted to-Put in, _ A

seed-this year, I think, noW it-is-true what my ferefatherg told Me 'about,crossing the line of riay own country.-- -It seems ,that whatever WeIdo-here
,Oaoses dea4)., some work .at the.r.Aceiliiiit:S- take 'SfiCk', 'and:die cther die
with the hoe in,their _hands,- they, go to. the ,river cto ,their waists _and ,-
suddenly, disappear, ,::dtherl have been struck 'and' tOrri,topieCes. by
lightning. ,A, rattleSnake bite here kills us, in .pur pW'n; count ry a _

rattlesnake _befbrei,he bite's_giveS_ warning which, enables . us to,,keett out
r. -

of its:way and-if 'bitten:we-readily, fincVs:Cure7.-here'-wec4urfiricl,no,
cure.: When.'one- o'f our big-Men die, the cries-,,of_theTwomen,causeS.the,'tears to roll down= on-t-orny:-MoUstache. ,Iithen think of, nrir=own Country.
I think the ,COrrimis sioners have_ seen 'onething, ,,whenr:we_came-hei-_e

E E

there waS4)lenty- of_mesquite rept-which we, used for, fuel now.there1 1 i
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none nearer than the place where I met the Commissioners 25 miles from
here and in the winter many die._ from cold and sickness and overworking
in carrying wood such a long distance on their backs, for that reason
we cannot stay contented where we now are. Some years ago I could
raise iny head and see flocks of cattle in any direction, now I feel sorry
I cannot see any; I raise my head and can see herds of stock on my
right and left, but they are not mine, it makes me feel sorry thinking of
the time when I had plenty. I can scarcely endure it, I think that all
nations round here are against us (I lnean Mexicans and Indians) the
reason is that we are a working tribe of Indians, and if we had the means
we could support ourselves for better than either Mexican or Indian.
The Comanches are against us I know it for they came here and killed
a good_ many of our men. In our own country we kne_w nothing about the
Comanches. Last-winter I heard said that there was a Commission
coining here. now I am happy it has arrived for I expect to hear from
the Commission today the object of its coming here. We have all
declared that we do not want to remain here any longer. If I can
complete my thoughts today I will give the General my best thanks and
think of him as my father and mother. As soon as I heard of your corning
I made three pair of moccasins and have worn out two pair of them
since, as you see yourselves I am strong and hearty and. before I am
sick or older I want to go and see the place where I was-born, now I a
just like a woman, sorry like a woman in trouble. I want to go and see
my own country. If we are taken back to our own country, we will call
you our father and mother, if you should only tie a' goat there We would
all live off it, all of the same opinion. I am speaking for the whole
tribe, -for their animals from the horse to the dog, also the unborn, all
that,you have heard now is the truth and ig the opinion of the whole tribe.
It appears to me that the General commands the Whole thing as a ,god.
I hope therefore he will do all he can for the Indian, this hope,goes in
at my feet and out at my mouth. I am speaking to you (General.Sherman
now as if I was speaking to a spirit and I wish you to tell me when you
are going to take us to our own country.

General She rman saidf,

I have listened to, all you have said of your peoPle and:ibelieve
you have told uS the truth. You are right, 'the World is big enough for
all the people it contains and all should live at peace with-their neighbcirs.
Ali people love the country wher_e theY were boin'and raised,, but-the
NavajOs are very few indeedcoMpared,witli_all the people in the World;
they are not-more than-seven'leaVes- to all_thes,leayeSyou have ,ever ,
Seen-_-stillwe want tO do to you what is _right=-Jright
right,to us as ,a people; If yoU will liye'in peace with yOur neighbors,
we will ,see that your neighbors, will be at peace :*.v.itf-iou-



governixient will stand between you and other Indians and.Mexicans.
We have get a map here which if Barboncito can understand I would
like to show him a few points on it, haw b(r -. his town country, plaaes
inhabited by, other Indians, the four mountains Spoken of and old
Fort Defiance. For example tell him that in our country nearly
every family raises a crop er works at a trade for exaialple every-
body does something foi a living, those who work hard get rich,
those who are laz,y are poor, also in the upper country the ground is
high and requires irritation, in the lower 'country there is plenty of
water.and corn for- example can be raised without irrigation. For
many years we have been collecting Indians on the Indian Territory
south of the Arkansas and they are now doing well and have been
deing so for many years. We have heard_you were not satisfied
with this reservation and we have:come here .to invite sorne,rof your
leading men to go and see the Cherokee country and if they liked it
We would give you-a. reservatien there. There we will give you: cattle

omryienc-e with the corn, it being much cheaper there than here;
give you,scheols to educate your -children_in'english-_or_ _spanish and,
take care of you until -Such time aS you_Will be able'te protect your-
selves. We do net want you t6 take our word fer`it but send some
of your wisest men to see for thernselVes. If you do notwant that
we will,discuss the other proposition ,of going back to your_ own
country and, if we a4ree We -Will make a' boundary line 6utside--
which you must not'go eXcept:for the' pUr_poie=ef trading We Must
,haVe a Clearly defined b;oundarY; line' and knew eXaCtiY-Whei'e Iran
belbng to.: yen rin.ust,-:_liirelai,,-peace; and natiSt'n6i:fitirit,With-Other,
IndianS If people-`frblible-yeti, you_MUst_ go to the ne6 s t ilitary
post and report to the Cemmanding,Offic_e_who,will- punish=these_Who

the-Ifightink-,:':YetiMxigt-71iVer'at!-peace,
_if yeu -ge, to_ yoUr,=eWn -q-ountry_ the Alte-s-Wilf, he'_the :neare St Indians to-
you, -you i-riust net_t_tr. ouble,_:the,J.TteS4:andthe:,;ptes:zmust-not troublelyou.
If h6_likeve-i-the-Vtes'7or Apachs cióriie iitoyour counry with bows and
arrOws and guns `,y613.:.of COUrSe,',-Can `o-Ut but' rr4i:st-Aiot-folloW bey ond -the' boundary line-. You v.

or_ Apachcountr
thei:-St66.1-:liOrn=1\6546an'
trade Navaldican`;noixi 4-e ttle in this Terrior
a pie 6 6 Of land net: :6C_CuPied,but he iflb e,- sub:Ye:6:

,=e-ciUntrY.":, ti now,
GoVerernent,?eiepen-se,_ ansa, orif you--
Want Ito-'-ge to your OWII country ouwiIl be ecitBut iot tc the -1WhOle':-
it, on a_ ftibn Which _



except my own. It might turn out another Bosque R dondo. They told
this was a good place when_ we came but it is not.

We merely made the prop sition to send you to the Lower
Arkansas country for you to think seriously over it. Tomorrow at
10 o'cloek I want the whole tribe' to asSeemble at.the bacic of the hospital

nd for you them to detegate ten o-f your men to come forward and settle
about the-boundary line of your _oWn country which will be reduced to
writing and signed by, those ten men-

Barbom ito said:
I am very well pl ased with what you have said, and if we go

back to our own country, we are willing to abide by whatever orders
are is ued to us, we do not want to go to the right or left, but straight
back to our own country.

General Sherman said.
This is al

- again .
we ha e to say today

The Council according
inètant at I 0._ol clock A. M.

to morrow we wl

urned until toinorro the Z9th

The Couneil met accOrding to adjournMent.
on the part of thel United Statei Government.
the Navajo nation or tribe.
General Sherman said:

Fort-Sumner, New Mexico
Ma 29th, 1868

F're,sent the Commillsioners
On the part of the Indians

We have come from,ourcapital,Washingto#,, where-- our, ,
,GovernMent eOnsists--of-a--P'r-eSident--andra',_fgreats'COunciL,,, TlikTe'-are

empowered-t6- do noWVihat,:is,necessary far,-yOUr 'goti)cL _biat What we do'
must-be-submitted to:our-- reat',k-at -infWashingtow,,-;We- heard that you_ _ _ ,_

we re-- nbt-- S ati s frell,:wi '_11. -this tieserira -t-*oui.- crops failed. for --'- ,-
r , _ , _

three-yearaand that---yoti--'irianted,to-g :,-sorckeWhere-- -else-. We know-that
during'the time yoU'have-becin ere, GO'Vexiniexif lita,=-fe-d-,and dorie-=-'

_- -,,-

fox.- yeti Nkhat-,Was Censide récl-nee e S o,:rnakyoU:a thriving :people;
=Yesterday we -had a',1O4g talk',Withiyeiirincipal;_chiefs and- then- told'
tFieni :that iany',Na.yajo could' b'whereVer.:;lie'pleaSi-,ljn this terribir
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and settle with his family but if he did he would be subject to the laws of
the Territory as a citizen, or we would remove you as a nation or tribe
to the lower Canadian and Arkansas if you were pleased to go there--
but if neither of these propositions suited you, we would discuss the
other proposition of sending you to your own country west of the Rio
Grande. Barboncito yesterday insisted strongly on going back to his
own country in preference to the other two propositions. We then
asked him and all the Navajos to assemble here today and for them to
select (10) ten of theii number as delegates with whom we would con-
clude terms of treaty. We_ want to know if these ten men have been.
chosen; the ten men then stood up, viz:

elgadito
Darboncito
Manuelito
Largo
Herrero
Chiqueto
Murerto de N mbre
Hombro
Narbono
Armijo

and the Navajos upon being asked if satisfied with these ten men,
unanimously responded -- yes -- we will now consider these ten. men
your principal men and we want them to select a chief .the remaining
to compose his Council for we cannot talk to all the Navajos. Barbon-
cito was unanimously elected Chief -- nowl-rom this time out you
must do as Darboncito tells you, with him we will deal and do all for
your good. When we leave here and go to your own country you must
do as he tells you and when you get to your country you must obey
hirn or he will punish you, if he has not the pbwer to do so he will
call on the soldiers and they will do it. You must all keep together
on the march. Must not scatter for fear some of your young men
might do wrong and get you all into trouble. All these things will be
put down on paper arid tomorrow these ten men will sign that paper
and now we want to know about the country you want to go to.. We
heard Barboncito yesterday,- if there a_re any others_who differ from
him, we would like to hear them, we want also to hear if you want
schools in your country -- Blacksmiths or Carpenters ShOps. We
want to put evel-ything on paPer so that hereafter there may be no
misunderstanding between u s , we want to knoW if the whole Navajo
nation is represented by those present and if they will be bound by
the acts of these ten men -- unanimous response of yes.
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Barb n ito aid:

What you have said to me now I never will forget. It is true I
never liked this place, and feel sorry for being here, from here I would
like to go back the same road we came by way of Teralote, Bernal,
Tijeras and Taralto. All of the people on the road are my friends.
After I cross the Rio Grande river I want to visit the Pueblo villages,
I want to see the Pueblo Indians -to make friends with them. I then
want to go to Canyon de Chelly leaving Pueblo village Laguna to the
left.. I will take all the Navajos to Canyon de Chelly leave my own
family there -- talking the rest" and scattering them between San Mateo
Mountain and San Juan river. I said yesterday this was the heart of
the Navajo country. In this place there is a mountain called Sierra
Chusque or mountain of agriculture from which (when it rains) the
water flows in abundance creating large sand bars on which the Navajo
plant their corn; it is a fine country for stock or agriculture -- there
is another mountain called the Mesa Calabasa where these beads which
we wear on our necks have been handed down from generation to
generation and where we were told by- our forefathers never to leave
our own country. For that reason I want to go back there as quick as
possible and not remain here another day. When the Navajos go back
o their own country I want to put them in different places, it would

not do to put them all together as they are here, if separated they
would be more industrious. There is one family whos intention I do
not know, the (Cibollettas) I do not know whether or not they want to
go back to their own country.

1 Sher an said:

If the 'Cibollettas" choose they can go and live among the
Mexicans in this Terriotry but if they do they will not be entitled to
any of the advantages of the treaty.

I merely wished to mention it for if they remain with th Mexi-
cans I cannot be held responsible for their conduct. You spoke to me
yesterday about putting us on a reservation with a boundary line.

.do not think it right to confine us to a certain part we want to have
the privilege of going outside the line to hunt and trade.

General Sherman said:

You can go outside the line to hunt you can go to Mexican
towns.to trade but your farms and homes must be inside the boundary
line beyond which you have no claim to the land.

1.06,
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Barboncito said:

That is the way I like to be and return the Commissioners my
best thanks. After we get back to our country it will brighten up again
and the Navajos will be as happy as the land, black clouds will rise and
there will be plenty of rain. Corn will grow in abundance and every
thing should be white or yellow representing the flower and the corn.
I want to drop this conversation now and talk about Navajo children
held as prisoners by Mexicans. Some of those present have lost a
brother or a sister and I know that they are in the hands of the
Mexicans. I have seen some myself.

General Sher an said:
About their children being held as Peons by Mexicans -- you

ought to know that there is an Act of Congress against it. About four
years ago we had slaves and there was a great war about it, now
there are none. Congress our great council passed a law prohibiting
peonage in New Mexico. So that if any Mexican holds a Navajo in
peonage he (the Mexican) is liable to be put in the penitentiary. We
do not know that there are any Navajos held by Mexicans as Peons
but if there are, you can apply to the judges of the Civil Courts and
the Land Commissioners. They are-the proper persons and they will
decide whether the Navajo is to go back to his own people or remain
with the Mexicans. That is a matter with which we have nothing to do.
What do you say about schools,, Blacksmiths and Carpenter Shops for
the purpose of teaching your children.

Barb aid:

We would like to have a blacksmith shop as a great number of
us can work at the trade, we would like a capenter shop and if a
school was established among us I am satisfied a great number would'
attend it. I like it ver well. Whatever orders you le ve here you
may rely upon their being obey

Gene a Sherman said:
Whatever we promise to do you caii dep nd upon its being done,.

Colonel Samuel F. Tappan sk d:

How knAny NavaiP -ar

Arisw r: Over half of the tribe.

mong the MeXican

167
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Question How many have returned within the five years?

Answer: Cannot tell.

General Sheiman said:

We will do all we. can to have your children returned to you.
Our government is determined that the enslavement of the Navajos
shall cease and those who are guilty of holding them as peons shall
be punished.

All are free now in this country to go and come as they please
if children are held in peonage the courts will decide; you can go where
any Navajo are and General Getty will give you an order or send a
soldier and if the Navajo peons wishes to go back or remain he can
please himself, we will not use force, the courts must c-ecide.

Tomorrow we will meet with those ten men chosen and enter
into business with them committing it to writing which they must sign,

instant.
The Council then adjourned until 9 o'clock tomorrow the 30th

F rt Sumner, New Mexico
May 30th 1868

The Council met according to adjournment. Present the Commissi ners
on the part of the United STates and on the part of the Navajo Tribe the
ten chiefs or headmen chosen by the tribe at yesterday's council as
their representatives,

General Sherman aid:

We are now readyto commence business, we have it all
written down on paper and settled and when agreed on, we will have
three copies made, one for you, one to keep ourselves and one to send

Washington. We do not consider it complete until we have all signed
our names to it. I will now read it to you and any changes that may be

nsidered necessary will be made.

The treaty was then read by General Sherman and-interpreted
the Indians and approved by them.

Then General Sherman said:

We have marked off a reservation for y u, including the Canyon
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de Chelly and part of the valley of the San Juan, it is about (100) one
hundred miles square. It runs as far south as Canon Bonito and
includes the Chusca. mountain but not the Mesa Calabesa you spoke
of; that is the reservation we suggest to you, it also includes the
Ceresca mountain and the bend of the San Juan river, not the upper
waters.

Barboncito said:

We are_ very well pleased with what you have said and well
satisfied with that reservation. It is the very heart of our country
and is more than we e-ver expected to get.

We wish now to have Narbono Segundo and Ganado ILtu Cho
admitted as members of our council in addition to the ten elected
yesterday which was agreed to.

General Sherman then asked:

How would old Fort DefLance suit y u as a site for your agency.

Answer -- very well.

G nado- Mucho said:

After what the Commissioners have said, I do not think any-
body has anything to say. After we go back to your own country it
will be the same as it used to be. We have never found any- person
heretofore who told us what you now have and when we return to ou
own country we will return you our best thanks. We understand
the good news you have told us, to be right and we like it very much;
we have been waiting for a long time to hear the good words you have
told us, about going back to our own country and I will not stop
talking until I have told all the tribe the good news.

General She n said;

Now we will adjourn until Monday the lt day of June 1 68 at
9 ' lock A. IVI when we will meet and sign t e treaty.

The Council accordingly adjourned until Monday the 1 st day
of June 1868 at 9 &clock A. 14.
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ANDREW JACKSON
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

AMERICA

TO ALL AND SINGULAR TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS H-ALL OtVIE,
GREETING:

Whereas a Treaty was made and concluded at Fort Sumner, in
the Territory of New Mexico, on the first day of June, in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight, by and between
Lieutenant General W. T. Sherman and Samuel F. Tappan, Commis-
sioners, en the part of the United States, and Barboncito, Armijo, and
other Chiefs and Headmen of the Navajo tribe of Indians, on the part
of said Indians, and duly authorized thereto by them, which Treaty is in
the words and figures following, to wit:

Articles of a Treaty and Agreement made and entered into at Fort
Sumner, New Mexico, on the first day of June, 1868, by and
between the United States, represented by its Commissioners,
Lieutenant General W. T. Sherman andColonel Samuel F.
Tappan, of the one part, and the Navajo nation or tribe of
Indians, represented by'their Chiefs and Headmen, duly
authorized and empowered to act for the whole people of
said nation or tribe, (the names of said Chiefs and Head-
men being hereto subscribed, ) of the other part, witness:

ARTICLE 1

From this day forward all war between the parties to this
agreement shall for ever cease. The government of the United States
desires peace, and its honor is hereby pledged to keep it. The Indians
desire peace, and they n. ow pledge their honor to keep it.

If bad men among the whites, orarnorig other people subject
to the authority of the United States, shall commit and wrong upon
the person or property of the Indians, the United States will, upon
proof made to the agent and forwarded to the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs at Washington city, proceed at once to case the
offender to be arrested and punished according to the laws of the
United States, and also to reimburse the injured persons for the loss
sustained.

If bad men among the Indians shall commit a wrong or dep
dab. n upon the person or property of any on a. white, black, or
Indian, subject to the authority of the United States and at peace there-

ith, the Navajo tribe agree that they will, on proof made to their
agent, and on notice by him, deliver up the wrong doer to the United
States, to be tried and punished according to its laws; and in case111



they wilfully refuse so to do, the person unjured shall be reimbursed
of his loss from the annuities or other moneys due or to Lecome due
them under this treaty, or any others that may be made with the
United States. And the President may prescribe such rules and
regulations for ascertaining damages under this article as in his
judgement may be proper; but no such damage shall be adjusted and
paid until examined and passed upon by the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, and no one sustaining loss whast violating, or because of
violating, the provisions of this treaty or the laws of the United
States shall be reimbursed therefor.

ARTICLE n

The United States agrees that the following district of count ry,
to wit: bounded on the north by the 37th degree of the site of Old For
Defiance, in Canon Bonito, east by the parallel of longitude which,
prolonged south, would pass through old Fort Lyon, or the Ojo-de-oso,
Bear Spring, and west by a parallel of longitude about 109° 30' west of
Greenwich, provided it embraces the outlet of the Canon-de-Chilly,
which canon is to be all included in this reservation, shall be, and
the same is hereby, set apart for the use and occupation of the Navajo
tribe of Indians, and for such other friendly tribes or individual
Indians as from time to time they may be willing, with the consent of
the United States, to admit among them; and the United States agrees
that no persons except those herein so authorized to do, and except
such officers, soldiers, agents, and employees of-the government, or
of the Indians, as may be authorized to enter upon Indian reservations
in discarge of duties imposed by law, or the orders of the President,
shall ever be permitted to pass over, settle upon, or reside in, the
territory described in this article.

The United States agrees to cause to be built at some point
within said reservation, where timber and water may be convenient,
the following buildings: a warehouse, to cost not exceeding twenty-
five hundred dollars; an agency building for the residence of the agent,
not to cost exceeding three thousand dollars eacti; and a school-house
and chapel, so soon as a sufficient number of children can be induced to
attend school, which shall not cost to exceed five thousand dollars.

ARTICLE IV

The United States agrees that the agent fotethe Navajos shall
make his home at the agency building; that he shall reSide arilimi them
and shall keep an office open at all tithes for the purpoSe of prompt
and diligent inquiry into such rnatteis of complaint by. or againSt the

112



Indians as may be presented for investigation, as also for the faithful
discharge of other duties enjoined by law. In all cases of depredation
on person or property he shall cause the evidence to be taken in
writing and forwarded, together with his finding, to the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, whose decision shall be binding on the parties to this
treaty.

ARTICLE V

If an individual belonging to said tribe, or legally incorporated
with it, being the head of a family, shall desire to commence farming,
he shall have the privilege to select, in the presence and with the
assistance of the agent then in charge, a tract of land within said
reservation ? not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres in extent, wh`ch
tract, when so selected, certified, and recorded in the "land book"
as herein described, shall cease to be held in common, but the same
may be occupied and held in the exclusive possession of the person
selecting it, and of his family, so long as he or they may continue to
cultivate it.

Any person over eighteen years of age, not being the head of
the family, may in like manner select, and cause to be certified to
him or her for purposes of cultivation, a quantity of land, not exceed-
ing eighty acres in extent, and thereupon be entitled to the exclusive
possession of the same as above directed.

For each tract of land se selected a certificate contain ng a
description thereof, and the name of the person selecting it, with a
certificate endorsed thereon that the same has been recorded, shall
be delivered to the party entitled to it by the agent, after the same
shall have been recorded by him in a book to be kept in his office,
subject to inspection which- said book shall be known as the "Navajo
Land Book."

The President may at any time order a survey of the reser-
vation. , and when so surve ed, Congress shall provide for protect-
ing the rights of said settlers in their improvements, and may fix
the character of the title held by each. The United States may pass
such laws on the subject of alienation and descent of property between
the Indians and their descendants as may be thought proper.

ARTICLE VI

In order to insure the ciVilization of the Indians .entering into
this treaty, the necessity of education is admitted, especially of
such of them aS May be settled on-said agricultural parts of this
reservation, and they therefore pledge themselveS to compel their
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children, male and female, between the ages o f six and sixteen
years, to attend school; and it is hereby made the duty of the agent
for said Indians to see that this stipulation is strictly complied with;
and the United States agrees that, for every thirty children between said
ages who can be induced or compelled to attend school, a. hou5tx shall
be provided, and a teacher competent to teach the elementary branches
of an English education shall be furnished, who will reside among said
Indians, and faithfully discharge his or her duties as a teacher.

years.
The provisions of this article to continue for not less than ten

ARTICLE VII

When the_head of a family shall have selected lands and received
his certificate as above directed, and the agent shall be satisfied that
he intends in good faith to commence cultivating the soil for a living,
he Shall be entitled to receive seeds and agricultural implements for
the first year, not exceeding in value one hundred dollars, and for
each succeeding year he shall continue to farm, for a period of two years,
he shall be entitled to receive seeds and implements to the value
twenty-five dollars.

ARTICLE VIII

In lieu of all sums of money or other annuities provided to be
paid to the Indians herein named under any treaty or treaties heretofore
made, the United States agrees to deliver at the agency house on the
reservation herein named, on the first day of September of each year
for ten years, the following articles, to wit:

Such articles of clothing, goods, or raw materials in lieu
ther of, as the agent may make his estimate for, not exceeding in
value five dollars per Indian 7- each Indian being eneodraged to menu-
faCture their own clothing, blankets, etc. ; to be furnished with no
article which they can manufacture themselves. And., in order that the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs may be able to estimate properly-for
the articles herein named, -it shall be the duty Of the agent each year to
forward to him a full and exact census of the Indians, onwhich the
estimate from year to year can be based.

And in addition to the articles herein named, the sum of.ten
dollars for each person entitled to the beneficial effects of this treaty
shall be annually appropriated for a-period of ten years, for each person
who engages in farming or mechanical pursuits, to be used by the
Cominissioner of Indian-Affairs in the purchase of such. articles as from
time to time the condition and.-necessities of the Indians may indicate to
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be proper; and if within the ten years at any time it shall appear that
the amount of money needed for clothing1 under the article, can be
appropriated to better uses for the Indians named herein, the Commis-
sioner of Indian Affairs may change the appropriation to other purposes,
but in no event shall the amount of this appropriation be withdrawn or
discontinued for the period named, provided they remain at peace. And
the President shall annually detail an officer of the army to be present
and attest the delivery of all the goods herein named to the Indians, and
he shall inspect and report on the quantity and quality of the goods and
the manner of their delivery.

ARTICLE IX

In consideration of the advantages and benefits conferred by
this treaty, --and-the-many pledges of friendship by the United States,
the tribes who are parties to this agreement hereby stipulate that they
will relinquish all right to occupy and territory outside their reservati n
as herein de-aned, but retain the right to hunt on any unoccupied lands
contiguous to their reservation, so long as the large gamo may range
thereon in such numbers as to justify the chase;,and they, the said
Indians, further expressly agree:

st. That they will make no oppositionto the construction of
railroads now being built or hereafter to be built, across the continent.

2nd. That they will not interfere w th-the peaceful Construction- _
of any railroad not pas-sing over-their reservation-AS-herein defined.

3rd. That they will not attack any person's at horrie or traveling,
nor molest or 'distrube any Wagon,trains,:coadhes, MuleS;or cattle
belonging te the people of the-United States, or, tb_persons friendly
therewith.

4th. Th at they will never capture or carry off Yrom the settler--
ments women or children.

'5th They will neVer kill Or scalp:white Men, nor attempt to
,

dothem harm.

6th. They wilrnof-in-future,oppoSe theConatruction of railroads1
wagon roads,' Mail`stations; lor'=Oilier-workS-j.Of:'-4,tility or heCessity
which may be ordered or permitted by:the laws of:the--United,States;..
&at shotild such roads or other worka be COnStructed''Onithe'-rands of_

,

their reservation,- the government WilU-pay-thetribe,Whatever a:in-bunt
of darnage niay 'be assesSed__by three disinterested.--carninissioners to
be appointed-by _the PreSident fbr thatpUrposre, 'one- of Said'eornmis-
sioners to:be a Chief,or'head---inaki-.afT,the'tribe.



7th. They will make no opposition to the military posts or
roads now established, or that may be established, not in violation
of treaties heretofore made or hereafter to be made with any of the
Indian tribes.

ARTICLE X

No future treaty for the cession of any portion or part of the
reservation herein described, which may be held in common, shall
be of any validity or force against said Indians unless agreed to and
executed by at least three-fourths of all the adult male Indians
occupying or interested in the same; and no cession by the tribe shall
be understood or construed in. such rnaimer as to deprive, without
his consent, any individual member or the tribe of his rights to any
tract of land selected by him as provided in article 5 'of this treaty.

ARTICLE XI

The Navajos also hereby agree that at any time after the
signing of these presents they will proceed in such manner as .may be
required of them by the agent, or by- the officer charged with their
removal, to the reservation herein provided for, the United States
paying for their subsistence enroute, and providing a reasonable
amount of transportation for the sick and feeble.

ARTICLE XII

It is further agreed by and bettveen the parties to this agree-
ment that the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars appro-
priated or to be appropriated shall be disbursed as follows;

lat. The actual cost of the removal of the tribe from the
Bosque Redondo reservation to the reservation, say fifty thousand
dollars.

2nd. The purchase of fifteen thousand sheep and goats,
cost not to exceed thirty thousand dollars.

3rd. The purchase of five hundred beef cattle and a million
pounds of corn, to be collected and held at the military post nearest
the reservation, subject to the orders of the agent, for the relief of
the needy during the coming winter.

4th. The balance, if any, of the appropr ation to be invested
for the maintenance of the Indians pending their removal, in such
manner as the agent who is with them may determine.



5th_ The removal of this tribe to be made under the supreme
. control and direction of the military commander of the Territory of

New Mexico, and when completed, the management of the tribe to
revert to the proper agent.

ARTICLE XIII

The tribe herein named, by their representatives, parties to
this treaty, agree to make the_ reservation herein described their
permanent home, and they will not as a tribe make any permanent
settlement elsewhere, reserving the right to hunt on the lands
adjoining the said reservation formerly called theirs. subject to the
modifications named in this tre_aty and the orders of the commander of
the department in which said reservation may be for the time being;
and it is further agreed and understood bY'ffie parties to this treaty,
that if any Navajo Indian or Indians shall leave the reservation herein
descrioed to settle elsewhere, he or they shall forfeit all the rights,
privileges, and annuities conferred by the terms of this treaty; and
it is further agreed by the parties to this treaty, that they will do all
they can to induce Indians now away from reservation set apart for the
exclusive use and occupation of the Indians, leading a nomadic life,
or engaged in war against the people of the United States, to abandon
such a life and settle permanently in one of the territorial reservations
set apart for the exclusive use and occupation of the Indians.

in testimony of all which the said parties have hereuato, on
tE's the first day of June, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, at Fort
Sumner, in the Territory of New Mexico, set their hands and seals.

W. T. SHERMAN
Et. Gen'1,. Indian Peace Commissioner

F. TAPPAN,
Indian Peace Commis

BARBONCIT Chief
ARMIJO
DELGADO
MANUELITO
LARGO
HERRERO
CH1QUETO
MUERTO DE HOM
HOMBRO
NARBONO
NARBONO SEGUNDO
GANADO MUCI-10

oner

his x mark
his x mark

his x mark
his x mark
his x marl
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark



Council

RIQUO
JUAN MARTIN
SERGINTO
GRANDE
INOETENITO
MUCHACHOS MUCHO
CHIQUETO SEGUNDO
CABELLO AMARILLO
FRANCISCO
TORIVIO
DESDENDADO
JUAN
GUERO
GUGADORE
CABASON
BARBON SEGUNDO
CABARES COLORADOS

Attest;
Geo. W. G. Getty

Col. 37th InVy. Bt Maj. Gen' 1 U. S. A.
B. S. Roberts,

Bt. Brg. Gen'l U. S. A.
J. Cooper Mckee,

Bt. Lt. Col. Surgeon U.
Theo. H. Dodd,

U. S. Indian Ag't for Navaj
Chas. McClure,

Bt. Maj. and C. S. U. S. A.
James F. Weeds,

Bt. Maj. and As t. Surg. U. S. A.
J. C. Sutherland,

Interpreter.
William Vaux,

Chaplain U.

And whereas the said treaty having been subm tted to the Senate
of the United States for its constitutional action thereon, the Senate
did, on the twenty-fifth day of July, one thousand eight hundred
and sixty-eight, advise and conSent to the ratification of the same,
by a resolution in the words and figures following, to wit;

his x mark
his X mark
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark
his x mark

Lt. Col. -rd CaVy.

S A.

In E _ecutive Session



Resolved, (two-thirds of the senators present concurring, )
That the Senate advise and consent to the ratification of the treaty
between the United States and the Navajo Indians, conclude'd at
Fort Sumner, New Mexico, on the first day of June, 1868.

Atte st: GEO. C. GORHAM
Secretary

MeIDONALD
Chief Clerk

W.

Now, therefore, be irknown that I, Andrew Jackson, Presi
dent of the Un;_ted States of America, do, in pursuance of the advice
and consent of the Senate, as expressed in its resolution of the
twenty-fifth of July, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight,
accept, ratify, and confirm the said treaty.

In testimony whereof, I have hereto signed my name and
caused the seal of the United States to affixed.

Done at the Ci y of Washington, this twelfth day of Augus
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and sixty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the ninety-third.

By the President:
W. Hunter,
Acting Secre ry of State



Navajo History and Culture I

The Origin of the Navia,

This course deals with the Oriain of the Navajo as told by the

Navajo. The emphasis of this course is on the Origin stories of the

Navajo, their migrations and travels through the Underworld, the

separation of the sexes, the Emergence, the Twins and the Monsters',

the trip of the Twins to their father, the Twins destroy the Monsters,

the Creation of the Clans, and the return of the Navajo from the

West.

The material used in this course is based on stories told by

Navajo for Navajo. In addition to these origin l sources, written

materials collected by anthropologists and archaeologists will be

examined. The similarities and differences between these two sources

will be studied. Nevertheless, it should be clearly and emphatically

stated that this course has as its prime source and mfijor thrust the

stories by the Navajo about their origin and only in limited and

secondary manner does the course include the anthropological version

of that origin.

Students in this course, Navajo History and Culture I, will

visit important sacred places discussed in the Origin stories. Such

places as Dinetah, the four sacred directional mountains, the place

of the first shoe game, etc. will be visited. Students will be ex-

pected to go on these field trips as they add an important dimension

to the course.

Navajo medicine men and elders will be used extensively as re-

source people to enlighten the students and to show the variations

as well as the similarities origin stories.
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I. The Under World and the Emergence

A. The Black World

The first world was black and it had four corners. Over

each corner appeared four cloud columns which were black,

white, blue, and yellow. Creatures living in the Black

world were thought of as Mist people and had no definite

form. These creatures were different kinds of insects

as well as First Kan.

The Blue World

The second world, like the first world, contained many

different chambers through which the insect people travel-

ed. In addition to the insect people there were various

wolves, wildcats, badgers, mountain lions and kit foxes

living in the Blue World.

The Yellow World

The third world contained two large rivers which crossed

each other from North to Sourth and East to West. Also,

there were the six sacred mountains. In the Yellow World

the separaLAon of the sexes occured. Also a flood took

place which drove the creatures out of this world.

D. The Glittering World

The Emergence from the Under World with the Glittering

World took place at this time. The fourth world was won

by a display of magic by locust. First Man and First Woman

taught the others to build a hogan made of five logs. The

sacred mountains were remade and placed in their proper

places. Each mountain was given a guardian which was to

dwell inside. The placement of the sun and moon took place

here.

1 1



II* Birth and Growth o Changing Woman

A baby, which later became known ar* Changing Woman found

on Gobernador Knob. She was brought up by First Man and First

Woman and became one of the most beloved of all Navajo Holy

People. At puberty the first Kinaalda was held. With the sun

as the father, Changing Woman gave birth to t ins whc grew up

to become Monster Slayer and Child Born of the Water.

The Twins and the Monsters

As a result of sexual excusses, monsters roamed the land

and were almost responsible for the destruction of all people.

The Twins grew up with their mother, Changing Woman trying to

protect them from the various monsters. As the boys grew they

wanted to know who their father was and their mother refused

to tell them because she feared for their safety if they should

try and visit him.

IV. The Trip of the Twins to Their Father

Monster Slayer and Child Born of the Water finally found

out that the Sun was their father. They decided to travel to

see him, against the wish of their mother, in order to obtain

help to get rid of the Monsters. After a difficult journey

full of many dangers and obstacles they arrived at the Sun's

home. The Sun tested the Twins in order to be certain they

were his sons and they passed every test. Reluctantly, the

Sun agreed to help the Twins destroy the Mon ters.

V. The Twins Destro the Mon ters

With the weapons and flint armer provided by the Sun, the

Twins were able to rid the earth of the Monsters. Usually

Monster Slayer did the killing while Child Born of the Water

remained at home or near by and recited certain prayers. The

Twins allowed a few of the Monsters to live such as Hunger, Poverty

Sleep, and Old Age.



VI. The Mocassin (shoe) Game

The first shoe game was held at a place called the House

made of Bended Rock. The various Holy People, including many

animals, were invited, There were 102 yucca counters used in

the game with the side getting all of the counters being the

winner. The night animals played against the day animals

with the understanding that which ever side win, there would

be all night or all day. Neither side won so that is why we

have half night and half day.

VII. The Creation of the Clans

After much persuasion Changing Woman finally agreed to go

live with her husband the Sun in a beautiful home he built for

her in the Western ocean. A number of the Navajo traveled to

the West to be with her. A desire to return to their homeland

prompted the Navajo who had gone West to want to return to

their homes in the East. Changing Woman created different

people, who became the founders of the original four clans.

In addition, Changing Woman gave each clan a guardian animal

to protect it on the long trek home.

VIII. Archaeological Evidence of Navajo Origin

Archaeologists classify the Navajo as an Athabascan

speaking tribe which came from the North and entered the South-

West as a hunting and gathering people. The date of entry of

the Navajo into the Southwest is undetermined with e...timates

ranging f-om the 1100's to the end of the 1400's. Archaeologists

believe the Navajo learned agriculture, weaving, sandpainting

and other cultural traits from the Pueblo people who were

already inhabitants of the Southwest.
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Navajo History and Culture II (1860-1960)
Navajo Community College

Fall Semeseter 1970

This course is the second one in the Navajo Studies Pro-
gram. The course begins with the events leading from the
Emergence of the Navajo to the Long Walk and continues down
to 1960. This period of Naajo history covers some of the
most important and tragic experiences in the life of the
Navajo people. Included are such infamous events such as the
Long Walk and Stock Reduction. Includel are the birth of the
Navajo Nation and the men that made It possible.

It should be clearly understood what this course is not:
it is not a course dealing with Navajo today and tomorrow (this
area is covered in a semester long course called Navajo History
and Culture III); it is not a course dealing only with historj_
cal accounts and what has been written about the Navajo. This
course takes its greatest strength from presenting this period.
Navajo history from the viewpoint of the Navajo; it is not a
course in which the students merely sit and listen (this course
depends upon the contributions of the students, remember we are
writing our own textbook for this class.)

The objectives of this course are:

1. Tc provide information about the Navajo as told by
Navajo during the period from 1600 to 1960.

2. To provide information about the Navajo as presented
in select historical accounts during the period froth 1600 to
1960.

3. To take field trips which will allow students to see
important historical places on or near the Navajo reservation.

4. To acquaint the students, through reading and fiction-
al or listening to tape, with same of the important accounts of
the Navajo during the period of 1600 to 1960.

S. To collect reports prepared by students dealing with
this period, Navajo history and to utilize these reports in the
preparation of a textbook to be read the next time the course is
offered.

6. To assist students to bedome more familiar with this
period of Navajo history and to see its relationship to events,
problems and program of the present.



Class Outline
Navajo History and Culture II (1600=1960)

Navajo Community college
Fall Semester 1970

Events in Early Navajo History

1. Events which took place after Navajo returned from
the West

2. Early histori al accounts of the Navajo

a) Benevides

b) Robal

) others

3. Archeological evidence of early Navajo and relation-
ship to Navajo Stories

The Long Walk

1. Events leading to the Long Walk

2. Kit Carson Campaigns Against Navajo

3. The Long Walk and Ft. Sumner

4. The Treaty of 1860

Post Long Walk

1. Beginning Again

2. Learning Silversmithing

3. Education

4. Trouble at Round Rock

5. Beautiful Mountain Incident

6. Tuba City InOident

7. Weaving

84 Influenza on the Navajo

9. Tribal Council Or gin
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Stock Reduction

1. Indian Reorganization and the Navajo

2. Stock Reduction Examples

3. Education During the 1930's

4. Conservation and the CCC's

World War TI and the Naval°

1. Impact of the War

2. Navajo in the Armed Services

3. Navajo Code Talkers

4. A New Interest

A Nation is Born (1946-19 0)

1. Men

a. Sam Akehah
b. Paul Jones
c. Raymond Nakai

2. Programs

a. Education
b. Economic Development
c. Reservation Development
d_ Health
e. Others



Requirements for Navajo History and Culture II (1860-1960)
Navajo Community College

Fall Semester 1970

Students enrolled in or attending this class will be
expected to do the following:

1. Collect fair reports as listed under "Student
Assignments." These may be written or on tape.

2. Attend class regularly

R ad or listen to tapes on the following:

a. Son_of Old Man Hat by DYK
b. Laughing Boy by LaFarge
c. Naval° Yearbook by Young

4. Participate in class evaluation the last week of the
semester

S. Participate in class discussion

6. Go on field trips



Navajo History and Culture Class II 1 60-1960)
Navajo Community College

Fall Semester 1970

Student Assignments

Each student will be required to prepare at least four

reports. These reports can be written or they can be placed
on a tape and turned in that way. Tape recorders may be
checked out through the Navajo Studies Program. Two reports
are due the end of October, the other two at the end of
NoveMber. Extra credit will be given for additional reports.

The reports collected will be prepared into a source
book which will be published for u e by students in the Navajo
Studies Program

The four reports shall be in sudh areas as the following:

1. Reports dealing with experience of your an-
cestors during or before the Long Walk. One of these reports
should deal with a story of an ancestor who went on the Long
Walk. The second should deal wlth a story of an ancestor
who did not go on the Long Walk

2. Reports dealing with the activities of your
ancestors after their return from the Long Walk.

Redu
3. Reports dealing wtth experiences of Stock

ion as they are told by the person who had the experience.

4. Reports dealing wlth the Navajo Nation and the
Future.

The reports (st ries) should be as complete as possible.
They should be clear and contain all the necessary information.
Remember we are writing our own textbook and your stories and
the material will be.'Lsed.



Nava-_
Young and Morgan

Navajo History and Culture II (1600-1960)
Navajo Community College

Fall Semester 1970

Resource Materials

Historical Selections

2. Trouble_at_Round Rock.
Young and Morgan

The Long Walk
L. R. Bailey

E.9-..12R1g_af the Earth
Edwin Corle

Laqq11112likEZ
LaFarge

6. Ft_. Sumner and the B s ue
James Shenkle

Nava'o Yearbook
Robert Young

Son of Old Man_Hat
Walter- byk

The Navajo
Ruth Underhill

10. Turmoil in New Mexico
William Keleher

11. Fort Defian e



Navajo History and, Culture II

The Gr Wth of the Navaj9-(Up to 1960)

This course deals with the growth of the Navajo from the t

they returned to their native land after their visit with Changing

Woman up to 1960. Once again the emphasis in this course is on

the Navajo version of th&various events which ma k and highlight

this period in the li -e of the Navajo. This course, The Growth of

the Navajq will include such areas as Early Historical References

of the Early Navajo, Reconstruction of Early Navajo Life and Culture,

Navajo Relations with other Indians, Navajo Relations with non-

Indians, events leading to the Long Walk, The Long Walk, The Treaty

of 1868, the Post Long Walk Era, Stock Reduction and the Navajo,

World War 11 and the Navajo, and birth of the Navajo Nation.

In order to provide as complete a picture as possible his-

torical documents and sources Will utilized. However, the primary

thrust of this course will be upon those sources which originate

from the Navajo themselves.

Students will visit certain of the places mentioned and which

were prominent during this period in the life of the Navajo. Visits

to such places as Beautiful Mountain, the Round Rock Trading Post,

Fort Defiance, Window Rock and other places will be undertaken to

show the students the actual location of major happenings of this

period.

Navajo elders will be used extensively to tell stories about

the events that took place.

Hi torical References to theilnaia

The problem of identifying the Navajo from early.Spanish

sources will be discussed-. The first historical description

13



of the Navajo comes from Father Benairdes in 1629. The Rabal

documents of 1706-43 provide a more complete picture of the

life of the Navajo as seen through the eyes of Spanish soldiers

and settlers. The Navajo were described as living on mesa

tops in circular stone houses with cribbed roofs, raising

corn, having horses and sheep and carrying on trade with

the Pueblos. In 1785 a Spanish account describes'the five

divisions and locations of these different groups of Navajo.

The five divisions were: San Mateo, Cebolleta, the Chuska

Mountain, Ojo del Oso (the present Fort Wingate), and

Canyon de Chelly.

II Reconstruction of_Earlv Navajo Life and Culture

Through a careful study of the various origin myths and

chantway legends, it is possible to reconstruction early Navajo

life and culture. It is possible to determine the kind of

social organization, economy and other facets of early Navajo

culture from such a study. In addition, archaeological evi-

dence provides supporting evidence for the Navajo stories.

For the Navajo claims case literally hundreds of volumes were

prepared dealing with the archaeological evidence as well as

Navajo stories dealing with early Navajo life and culture.

Navao Relations with Other Indians

Whether one uses Navajo stories or ardhaeological evidence

all agree the Navajo entered the Southwest as a numerically

Wak people. As years went by the Navajo grew constantly

stronger and more powerful. Early Navajo stories describe

contact with Pueblo type people at such places as Pueblo

Bonito and Canyon de Chelly. As the Navajo grew stronger,

raids began against various Pueblos. In later years problems

arose between the Utes and the Navajo with extensive raids tak-

ing place against both peoples'. 1 .1



IV. Navao Relations With NON-Indians

Some authorieies believe the Navajo constantly raided

the Spanish, later the Mexicans and finally the Americans.

They believe the Navajo were the aggressors and deserved

the military action taken against them. However, as the

Navajo side is uncovered an entirely different set of forts

are revealed showing the various non-Indian groups to be

most frequently the ones who abused the Navajo mr erms of

stealing land and capturing slaves. The Navajo engaged a

type of "Tribal" organization which defied understanding by

the non-Indian and certainly contributed the frer ent war-

fare which characterized Navajo relations with non-Navajos.

V. Events Leading to_the_LIgng_Walk

The Navajo had one of the purest forms of democra y which

did not permit the control of all by a few. The various govern-

ments believed the Navajo operated under a system whereby one

person could speak for the entire Tribe. This erroneousness

view point led to misunderstandings and increased warfare.

Several important events illustrate the extent of the problem:

1) The Death of Naebona triho was shot by soldiers in the back

when attempting to sign a treaty of peace with the United

States; 2) The vastness of the slave trade which was so ex-

tensive that by 1850 thousands of Navajos were held as slaves

in the homes of New Mexico; 3) The incident at Fort Defiance

when Navajo horses were ruthlessly shot by the Army when

grazing in land which belonged to the Tribe; 4) The death of

Jim, who was a Negro slave belonging to an officer at Fort

Defiance and was shot by the Nhvajo. A war resulted from
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this action; 5) The Navajo attack on Fort Defiance whi h occured

on April 30, 1860, and almost succeeded; and finally 6) The

Fort Fauntleroy Affair of September 22, 1861 when 12 Navajo

women and children were shot down.

VI. 31221_LanaillaLls.

in 1864 thousands of Navajo began their Long Walk of over

400 miles from their beloved homeland to distant Fort Sumner.

After a brutal and ruthless campaign by Kit Carson, the Navajo

were herded off to Fort Sumner where General Carleton attempted

to remake them into village farmers. Bad water, grasshoppers,

infertile fields and other raiding Indians resulted in the

deaths af thousands of Navajos. The great white experiment to

remold the Navajo became an expensive and well publicized

failure.

VII. The Treaty,of 1868

General Carletons experiment became an obvious failure

and in 1866 he was relieve of his command. On May 28, 1868,

General V. T. Sherman and Colonel Samual F. Tappan were sent

to Fort Sumner to make a treaty wlth the Navajos. The pro-

ceedings of the treaty session are available in which

Barboncito appears as the principal spokeman .tfor the Navajos.

The Treaty was concluded June 1, 18 8 and ratified by congress

July 25, 1868.

VIII. The Post Loncrlialk Era

After the return of the Navajofr m their impriso ment at

Fort Sumner, they attempted to live at peace with all their

neighbors. Notwithstanding the desire of the Navajo to remain

at peace they were attacked by Utes as well as by Americans

who wanted their land or their livestock. A great people



returned to their homeland where they began again. Silver-

smithing and the change of Navajo blanket weaving to rug

weaving took place after the return- of,the Navajo.

Incidents such as the Trc'-able at Round Rock, the Beauti-

ful Mountain Affair and the Tuba City Shooting all reveal the

problems facing the Navajo in understanding and accepting the

kind of education and values thrust upon them.

IX. Stock_Reduction and the Navajo

Navajo Tribal government began in the late 1920's upon

urging of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. In the early 1930's,

John Collier became Commissioner of Indian Affairs and in 1934

the Indian Reorganization Act was passed which assured tribes

accepting the provisions of the Act of certain rights. The

Navajo rejected the Act because of its association with Stock

R duction. Nevertheless, stock reduction was forced upon the

Navajo and hundred's of thousands of livestock were eliminated

in spite of the bitter, and at times active opposition, of the

Navajo people. No program before or since had such continu-

ing impact upon the Navajo as the seock reduction. Regardless

of the need for stock reduction, fundamental human rights were

violated in the rush to reduce the livestock. The Navajo have

not forgotten this experiences

X. World War II and the Nava o

The Navajos dbility to accept and adopt change is clearly

seen in their experience during and after World 'Mr II. They

were confronted with wage work, off-reservation experiences,

the Army and other such exp riences which opened the eyes of

many Navajo. Education became a need that in the past had not

been important. Schools were requested by the Navajo and



special programs were developed to meet the awakening interests

of the Navajo people. Tribal government shifted from a BIA

controlled activity to one Which increasingly reflected Navajo

hopes and asperations. In spite of the great material changes

which took place among the Navajo during and following World

War II, it should not be thought that change was new to the

Navajo.

XI. The Birth of the Navajo Nation

The Xrug Report, the Navajo-Hopi Rehabilitation Program,

the Navajo Emergency Education Program were among the factors

which reflected the change taking place.

A great people were awakening and rising to the challenges

and opportunities facing them. Under the leadership of Chairman

like Sam Ahkeah, Paul Jones and Raymond Nakai the Navajo pepple

evolved from a Tribe and all that implies into an -emerging

nation with all that implies. Valuable natural resources were

discovered on the reservation. These included timber, uranimum,

gas, coal and oil. Income from these sources provided money

for the Tribe to develop its own program and priorities. The

Chapter organization was recreated as a viable form of local

government instead of a tool of the BIA as it was viewed during

the 1930's.

The ever increasing demands and needs of the Navajo people

had to be fitted With the income and resources of the Tribe.

The importance of education, thru college was recognized as well

as the need for jobs both on and off the reservation. Navajo

became increasingly discerAing as their experience and .:onfidence

in decision making increased. No longer did the Tribe newly

acceed to BIA demands and programs but rather a healthy partner-

ship came into effect. 135
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from
 a dozen or so different tribes, and a final 10 percent of

students w
ho are non-Indians. D

uring the spring sem
ester

of 1971, students from
 13 states and one forei

country
w

ere enrolled at N
avajo C

om
m

unity C
ollege. C

ontrol is
vested in a ten-m

em
ber all-N

avajo B
oard of R

egents.
T

hese R
egents com

e from
 all sections of the R

eservation
and reflect the fact that the C

ollege belongs to all the,
N

avajos and not to just one com
m

unity. T
he R

egents see
the C

ollege as breaking dow
n w

alls, not building them
 up,

in a w
ay that strengthens the N

avajo R
eservation and its

people. O
ther institutions of higher learning have played

sim
ilar roles in the grow

th and developm
ent of other

regions of the U
nited States, and the R

egents and other
N

avajo leaders feel that it is altogether proper that N
avajo

C
om

m
unity C

ollege play such a role on this R
eservation.

In the late sum
m

er of 1971 the C
ollege began a

S6,000,000 Phase O
ne construction program

 for a total of
500 students. Included in the first phase w

ere: A
 per-

m
anent

general
classroom

building;
a

perm
anent

specialized classroom
 building for vocational-technical

program
s; a perm

anent gym
nasium

; a perm
anent dining

facility ;
10 perm

anent dorm
itories for 312 students; a

relocatable library-learning center; a relocatable arts and
crafts building; tem

porary adm
inistrative and faculty

offices, and tem
porary counseling, adm

issions and related
offices.

Future construction, totaling som
e $10,000,000, w

ill
include a N

avajo C
ulture C

enter, a perm
anent library-

learning center, additional instructional buildings, dor-
m

itories and other facilities.
T

he challenges facing N
avajo C

om
m

unity C
ollege

are great. In the first place, the institution has the op-
portunity to try new

 and different approaches in m
eeting

the educational needs of its students, although the tem
p-

tation alw
ays w

ill be to do as has been done elsew
here.

Students, faculty and adm
inistration m

ust ever be vigilant
if the ruts and m

olds of conform
ity and routine are to be

broken so that the C
ollege can develop a special quality of

education to m
eet N

avajo needs and opportunities.
In the second place, the C

ollege m
ust obtain financial

support so that its continued existence w
ill be secure and

no longer dependent on continual begging. A
 key to this

future is passage of special legislation w
hich m

akes it
possible for the D

epartm
ent of the Interior, through the

B
IA

, to provide operational and construction support for
the C

ollege. Such legislation, entitled "N
avajo C

om
m

unity
C

ollege B
ill," w

as pending in C
ongress in 1971. If passed,

N
avajo C

om
m

unity C
ollege w

ill have taken a huge step
forw

ard.
In the third place, industry on and near the N

avajo
R

eservation m
ust recognize

its
responsibilities

and
provide increased support to the C

ollege. It is utterly
ridiculous that som

e of the m
ajor com

panies involved in
the Page Pow

er Plant have contributed so little to the
institution. It also is ridiculous that the Peabody C

oal
C

om
pany, w

ith its m
assive strip m

ining operation on
B

lack M
esa, has yet contributed nothing to N

avajo
C

om
m

unity C
ollege. M

any other sim
ilar cases could be

identified. T
he point is that industry stands to benefit from

the existence of a trained w
ork force in both the skilled as

w
ell as in the m

anagerial and professional areas. Fur-
therm

ore, tribal officials should m
ake it crystal clear that

a condition of doing business w
ith the N

avajos m
ust in-

clude substantial contributions by the business to the
C

ollege as a m
eans of achieving and expanding N

avajo
control over N

avajo education.
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W
ith respect to N

avajo control the follow
ing facts are

relevant: W
hen the C

ollege began in July of 1968, of the top
adm

inistrative jobs not one w
as held by a N

avajo, w
hile, in

M
arch of 1971, 86 percent of these people w

ere N
avajos!

W
ith respect to the instructional faculty, the follow

ing
com

parisons are revealing: D
uring the first sem

ester of
classes (spring sem

ester of 1969), 40 percent of the
m

em
bers w

ere N
avajos, w

hile, during the spring sem
ester

of 1971, nearly 60 percent w
ere N

avajos.
O

ther exam
ples of N

avajo control over N
avajo

education m
ay be seen. Som

e of these are specific schools
such as the R

arnah H
igh School; others are N

avajo
organizations dedicated to achieving increased N

avajo
control over N

avajo education. T
hese organizations in-

clude D
ine B

i' O
ita', Southw

est Indian D
evelopm

ent and
others.T

he question of w
hether N

avajos ever w
ill truly

control their educational system
 is academ

ic because
there no longer is any question about it. T

he m
ore

m
eaningful question is: H

ow
 long w

ill it take to achieve
such control?

T
he N

avajo C
om

m
unity C

ollege, and especially its
students, m

ust stand in the front of the battle to realize
N

avajo control N
O

W
! T

he C
ollege can and should

spearhead efforts in that direction.
T

he problem
 of N

avajo control no longer lies
prim

arily w
ith the B

IA
 schools enrolling N

avajos, but,
rather, w

ith the public schools. O
f the seven public school

districts serving the N
avajo R

eservation, only one has a
m

ajority of N
avajos on the school board, in spite of the fact

that in each of these districts the N
avajo students are in

the m
ajority. T

herefore, the problem
 rem

ains that, in the
public schools w

hich serve N
avajo children today, w

e do

not have enough N
avajo control.

T
he B

IA
 has been em

barked for several years on a.
program

 w
hiC

h encourages the organization of local.
N

a.vajo sch.00l boards. In fact, special training program
s

for these N
avajo school board m

em
bers have been

developed.
..

It is felt that efforts to realize full N
avajo control over

N
avajo education w

ill necessitate the establiShm
ent by .th.e

T
ribe of a D

epartm
ent of N

avajo E
ducation w

hich
.

eventually m
ust assum

e the responsibilities
of cer-

tification of teachers and adm
inistrators, the establish-

m
ent of curriculum

 guides and content, the overall
supervision of schools to assure quality education, as w

ell
as licensing ali schools w

hich m
eet the standards .and

criteria set by the T
ribal C

ouncil and the N
avajo people.

and Shutting dow
n any school w

hich does not m
eet such

standards. In other w
ords, the D

epartm
ent of N

avajo
E

ducation m
ust operate in the m

anner and assum
.e the.

responsibilities of a strong State D
epartm

ent of Public
Instruction. A

nything else w
ill allow

 continued delay in
realizing N

avajo control over N
avajo education.

R
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O
ne of the critical problem

s facing the N
avajos is

their relationship w
ith the three states in w

hich the
R

eservation lies. It should be m
ade clear that the nature of

the relationship varies w
ith each state, but that certain

basic issues apply across the board. Som
e of these fun-

dam
ental problem

 areas are:

1. T
he provision of services by the state to R

eser-
vation Indians

N
di
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funds over to state education departm
ents, w

hich w
ould

direct the education program
s. T

here w
as no involvem

ent
of Indians in the preparation of the plan.

In the second place, the various states receive federal
m

oney to be spent w
ithin each state

based on form
ulas

w
hich,

in som
e cases,

include m
erely counting all

residents or, in other cases, counting special kinds of
residents such as those in the poverty level. In either
situation, these funds are given to the state to be spent by
the state; and, all too often, the N

avajos, as w
ell as other

tribes, do not benefit at all!
W

ith regard to N
avajo C

om
m

unity C
ollege, a clear

case study m
ay be observed. T

he State
of A

rizona receives
a certain am

ount of m
oney Irom

the federal governm
ent

based on a form
ula under the H

igher E
ducation Facilities

A
ct to be used for the construction of junior colleges in the

state. N
avajo C

om
m

unity C
ollege repeatedly has sub-

m
itted to the state applications for a portion of these funds,

as is required by law
, and it has yet

to receive a single
nickel. N

o other junior college in the state applied three
tim

es w
ithout receiving som

e support, and it should be
noted that the N

avajo people are counted by the federal
governm

ent in determ
ining the state's allocation. In

other
w

ords, N
avajos help generate the funds for the State of

A
rizona, yet they receive none of these funds.

A
nother exam

ple can be seen in the recent acti n in
January, 1971, by the D

epartm
ent of H

ealth, E
ducation

and W
elfare w

hich found that the State of A
rizona's

W
elfare D

epartm
ent is in violation of federal law

 because
of discrim

ination against N
avajo recipients. H

earings
w

ere held w
ith respect to four questionable

regulations of
the A

rizona W
elfare D

epartm
ent. O

ne of the regulations
requires that an individual m

ust have legal custody of a

child before he can receive w
elfare for that child. In m

any
N

avajo fam
ilies, children are taken care of by grand-

parents. or by other relatives, often because the actual
parents are aw

ay tem
porarily. U

nder A
rizona W

elfare
regulations, these children cannot receive w

elfare unless
the relatives first go to court to get legal custody of the
children. T

he federal
adm

inistrator found
this

requirem
ent, as w

ell as the other three, to be in violation of
federal law

. Furtherm
ore, if A

rizona does not change its
rules, the federal governm

ent w
ill w

ithhold the federal
contribution to the state w

elfare program
a total of m

ore
than $34.6 m

illion in 1971. A
rizona has appealed the,

decision to the U
nited States C

ourt of A
ppeals.

II.
A

bsence of State Property T
axation

on R
eservation L

ands

A
rizona, N

ew
 M

exico and U
tah, the states in w

hich
the N

avajo R
eservation is located, all are concerned over

the absence of property taxation from
 the R

eservation.
T

hey find it financially and perhaps legally difficult to
extend state services to areas w

hich do not contribute ad
valorem

 taxes to the states. T
he N

avajos, on the other
hand, point out that they pay all taxes that other state
residents pay, w

ith the exception of property taxes, and
that they are prohibited hy the state E

nabling A
cts from

paying such a tax. Furtherm
ore, the N

avajos point out
that im

provem
ents on the land are taxable and that

literally m
illions of dollars are collected on the N

avajo
R

eservation from
 these sources. C

onsequently, they insist
that it is not correct to believe that no property taxes are
collected from

 w
ithin the N

avajo R
eservation.
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T
he N

avajo T
ribe has taken the position w

ith regard
to the qnestion of its sovereignty that the T

ribe has the
pow

er to do anything that any other sovereign enjoys
except w

here lim
ited or restricted by an act of C

ongress.
M

urray C
rosse in his article, "C

rim
inal and C

ivil .
jurisdiction in Indian C

ountry," w
hich appeared in T

he
A

rizona L
aw

 R
eview

, stated, "T
hese cases have all

follow
ed the fun.dam

ental principle set forth in 1832 by the
U

nited States Suprem
e C

ourt in the case of 'W
orcester v.

G
eorgia,' that

is,
that the param

om
t authority or

jurisdiction over Indians in Indian C
ountry is found only in

specific grants of authority from
 the U

nited States
G

overnm
ent; and that the right of self-governm

ent and
authority over internal affairs of the T

ribe rests w
ith the.

T
ribe, except in those cases W

here the Federal G
overn-

m
ent has placed lim

itations."

IV
. Past Frstory of N

on-.Indians' and States' Im
proper

R
elationships w

ith Indian People and T
heir L

and

it w
ouild be both im

possible and unfair to attem
pt to

understand the nature of Indian and nonA
ndian attitudes,

in the Southw
est, or anyw

here else, for that m
atter,

w
ithout first exam

ining history and observing the record
of deceit and abuse that has befallen the Indian all too
often in his relationships w

ith the non4ndians.
T

he N
avajo today occupies but a sm

all portion of the
land that he originally used. H

istorically, he w
as the object,

of innum
.erable m

ilitary cam
paigns, ending w

....th the tragic
"L

ong W
alk." T

he second course in the N
avajo Studies

sequence at N
avajo C

om
m

unity C
el lege discusses in depth

this period of the T
ribe's history.

For the purpose of this chapter it is sufficient to,
rem

ind the reader that the N
avajo people have suffered in

the past at the hands of the states and non-Indians and that
they have cause to be concerned over w

hether future
actions w

ill be sim
ilar to past actions.

O
ne need not go back 100 years to find evidence of this

discrim
ination. A

rizona has had a literacy requirem
ent on

the books w
hich effectively prevented literally tens of

thousands of A
rizona N

avajos from
 voting.

A
 few

 years ago a group of N
ew

 M
exico cattlem

en
attem

pted to prevent the seating of N
avajos elected to the

State L
egislature on the grounds that, because state law

does not apply on the N
avajo R

eservation, no N
avajo

should help m
ake state law

.
Several years ago, A

rizona attem
pted to declare that

Indians living in A
rizona w

ere not citizens of A
rizona and

therefore not eligible to vote in state elections.
R

ecently, A
rizona m

oved all auto license sales off the
R

eservation, forcing N
avajos to travel to off-reservation

locations to purchase such licenses.

V
. A

bsence of E
ffective C

om
m

unications B
etw

een.
T

ribal and State L
eaders

T
he extent of

state and tribal
difficulties

is
heightened by the fact that, in the past, effective channels
of com

m
unication have not been open betw

een the groups.
In N

ew
 M

exico there have been tw
o elected N

avajo
m

em
bers in the L

ow
er H

ouse and one in the U
pper H

ouse.
In A

rizona one N
avajo served one term

 in the State
L

egislature. In U
tah a N

avajo never has been elected to
the State L

egislature. T
his is not an im

posing record for a
people num

bering over one hundred and thirty thousand
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ANNUAL REPORT for 1970
A. COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMENT GENERATED RV

INDIAN INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

Anticipated
Current Additional

Employment Employment Estimated Payroll
Indian 1970 Calendar Year 1970

Name and location of Company Product Line Total Male Female Total Indian Total Indian

1. Industrial Enterprises:

Eastern Navajo Cinder Blocks Cinder Blocks 8 8 0 0 0 $ 15,440.00 $ 15,439.87

Eastern Navajo Housing Prefabricated Homes 49 0 0 58,000.00 28,804.00

EPI Nostron Boat Building and
Recreational Vehicles 42 14 22 10 10 230,000.00 170,718.73

Fairchild Semiconductor Semiconductor Assembly 710 178 511 200 200 4,225,000.00 3,911,000.00

General Dynamics Missile Components 39 105 200 200 870,000.00 631,316.49

Navajo Furniture Industries Juvenile Furniture 2 31 0 0 0 138,000.00 110,000.00

Southwest Industries, Inc. Wood Products 36 41 25 15 145,697.00 70,543.00

Westward Manufacturing
Corporation mobile Homes 2 79 5 514,000.00 378,000.00

W. R. Grace Co. (Davison Chemicals 4 2 10 10 90,000.00 25,000.00
CherMcals)

2, Commercial and Other Enterprises:

Eastern Navajo Indians, Inc. Distributor Blasting 7 0 0 32,000.00 17,195.75
Materials

Fed Mart Corporation Shopping Center and Au 70 14 14 331 6.00 245,255.00
Services Center

Monument Valley Holiday Inn Motel & Restaurant 18 0 0 120,000.00 78,285.98

Navajo Forest Products
industries (Tribal Interprise) WoodProducts 475 402 13 0 0 2,900,000.00 2,480,661.51

Window Rock Motor Inn Motel & Restaurant 2 34 125,000.00 130,000.00

1. Total Funds Expended for Indust

Project Number

NARRATIVE STATEMENT; Armex Corporation ceased
operations on the reservation, November 11, 1970, details not
known. Law suit believed likely, an the Navajo Tribe had
guaranteed certain bank loans made by Annex. Several of the
principals in Wescal Industries, Incorporated (see last year's
report) formed Westward Manufacturing Corporation. Wescal's
proposals for the Wimlow Job Corps Center terminated and
Westward proeeeded on a mobile home factory at Mexican Hat,
Utah.

B. FINANCING

evelopment Projects this Year

Name of Project Tribe
Total Project

Cost

No, 1 Westward Manufacturing Corp. Navajo $1,000,000

Tribal

$700,000.00

(Tribal Loan)

NARRATIVE STATEMENT: Mentioned in last year's report
was the Black Creek Canyon multi-purpose reservoir. This
project was based on an EDA grant of $1,222,500; EDA loan of
8747,000 and cash contribution from the Navajo Tribe Of $476,000.
Test core chitlings indicated an increase of over $2,000,000 would
be needed for the project. As a source for the additional money
needed could not be identified, the tribal council withdrew the
EDA application by resolution, January 20, 1971.

2. Tribal FManelal Participa lion ki Industrial Development Pr jects This Year

$1,000,000.00 Westward Manufacturing Corporation

152

Other

6303,000.00

(Tribal for
rehabilitation of
Mexican Hat
facilities)



I. Surveys. feasibility studie nd 

Title of Study or Re 

a. Four Corners Monument- 
Economic Analysis and 

Schema tic Development 
Plan 

h. Navajo Particle Board 
Market Research Study 

c. Consultant services to 
determine the feasibility 

of a new town an the 
Navajo Reservation and to 

make necessary applica- 
tion to the Four Corners 

Regioil and others 

d. Aerial photography at vari- 
ous Reservation locations 
and topography mapping 

at Tuba City 

e. Base mapping programs 

company Name 
Location 
Product 

Kaiser Jeep 
Corporation 

South Bend, 
Indiana 

CST 

D. SURVEYS. FEASIBILITY STUDIES AND REPORTS 

ompleted and or authorized this year 

Prepared By 

National Park Serv, 

Mort Maamaid and 
Associates, Inc. Con- 

tract with Navajo 
Tribe 

Ernst and Ernst Con- 
tract with the Navajo 
Tribe 

Navajo Tribe has yet 
to choose contractor. 

Cost and Row Financed 
Studies Prepared Outside 

thweau 

.00 BIA (1823) 
account, interagency 

agreement 

$16,000.00 BIA (1824) 
account, agreement with 
Navajo Tribe 

$5,000.00 BIA (1824) 
amount, agreement with 

Navajo Tribe 

$27,500.00 BIA (1061, 1823, 
and 1924) accountS 

$30,000.00 DIA (1803) 
account, agreement with 

the Navajo Tribe 

Date 
Authorized 

June, 1970 

June, 1970 

May, 1970 

June, 1970 

Authorized 
June, 1970 

Date Anticipated 
or completed 

Indicat 

Completion Anticipated 
February, 1971 

Completion Anticipated 
March 1, 1971 

Completion Anticipated 
June 30, 1971 

Completion October, 
1971 

Anticipated Completion 
June, 1971 

E. ACTIVE INDUSTRIAL PROSPECTS 

Anticipated 

Date Negotiations Working Employment On Jeh Training 

First Expected to be Reservation Building Machinery Capital Indian No. of, Date 

Contact Consuimmated by Area or Tribe Size Cost Amount Total Male Female Trainees to Commence 

Oct. '69 February, 1971 Navajo 400,000 Unknown 650 600 25 unknown 

(sq. ft.) 

1. Gthals and New Thrusts. 

2, Problems: 

NARRATIVE STATEMENT; Kaiser Jeep Corporation. This is a 
military vehicle contract by the Department of Defense. The 

award of the bid was made in January, 1971. Notice to proceed 
expected in February or March, 1971. 

Curtiss-Wright Corporation. Reported last year. Proposals and 
counter proposals have been considered by the corporation and 

tribe. No knowledge of current negotiations. 

Boot Manufacturer. Reported last year. No knowledge of current 
negotiations. 

G. GENERAL COMMENTS 

The role of the Bureau of Indian Affairs Industrial Development 
staff changes according to the wishes and needs of the Navajo 

Tiibe. The Navajo Tribe has a very nationalistic feeling regard- 
ing industrial development and is taking the lead in the 

negotiations regarding terms and conditions under which in- 
dustries will locate on the Reservation. The Bureau's function in 

this respect is primarily one uf providing information to the Tribe 
and the industry. It is anticipated that the Navajo Tribe will 

continue to develop the capabilities for assuming the primary 
responsibility in this field. 

Inadequate financing. 
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and U
tah m

ight be taken over by the T
ribe.

A
m

ong these taxes are:
a. T

he A
rizona autom

obile lieu tax
b. State incom

e taxes levied on N
avajos

w
orking on the R

eservation
c. Severance taxes collected from

 R
eser-

vation resources

2. Im
position by the T

ribe of certain new
 levies,

such as:
a. A

n em
ploym

ent tax on w
ages w

hich
outsiders earn from

 R
eservation w

ork
such as construction

b. A
 sales tax on certain item

s sold on the
R

eservation like soda pop, cigarettes, etc.
c. A

 business privilege tax on R
eservation

businesses on non-N
avajo and/or N

avajo
businesses (perhaps in the form

 of a
sales tax)

A
s tribal needs and population increase, it w

ould appear
that the N

avajos m
ust search for new

 sources of revenue,
and perhaps som

e form
 of taxation w

ill be developed.

O
FFIC

E
 O

F N
A

V
A
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 E

C
O

N
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 O
PPO

R
T

U
N

IT
Y

T
he A

nti-Poverty B
ill w

as passed in 1964. T
he N

avajo
T

ribe w
as one of 16 tribes originally selected to form

 a pilot
group to see if indeed Indians could develop their ow

n
program

s w
ithout having them

 w
orked cut by .the B

IA
 or

other existing agencies. A
t this early date in the life of .the

poverty program
 (the O

ffice of E
conom

ic O
pportunity)

considerable sentim
ent w

as expressed by "Indian ex-
perts" that the best and m

ost efficient m
anner to disburse

Indian poverty funds w
as through the B

IA
 and other

existing agencies. T
hese individuals declared that Indian

people w
ere not yet ready to develop and operate their ow

n
program

s. T
o test this proposition, it w

as agreed that a
cross section of 16 tribes from

 different parts of the
country w

ould be contacted and given the opportunity to
develop their ow

n program
s based on their ow

n priorities.
If these pilot tribes proved successful in developing
m

eaningful program
s, then a direct route from

 O
E

O
 to the

Indians w
ould be established and funds w

ould not be
channeled through existing governm

ental organizations.
A

1116 tribes developed and subm
itted good proposals, w

ith
the result that the "Indian D

esk" at 0E
0 w

as established
to handle directly Indian tribal program

s.
In a statem

ent regarding the first year of operation
by the O

ffice of N
avajo E

conom
ic O

pportunity, C
hairm

an
R

aym
ond N

akai said, "W
oven through this account runs

one com
m

on thread: T
he fact that O

N
E

O
 reaches dow

n to
the N

avajo people at the poverty level, providing them
w

ith m
eans by w

hich they can lift them
selves to a better

life. T
he w

ar on poverty is a new
 and daring attem

pt to
solve an ancient evil

.
.

It is a pioneering m
ovem

ent
w

ithout precedent. T
he O

N
E

O
, in the w

ords of its director
(Peter M

acD
onald), had to start sailing its ow

n ship w
hile

the ship w
as being built."

D
uring the life of O

N
E

O
 the follow

ing program
s have

been developed and operated for the benefit of the N
avajo

people:1. N
avajo C

ulture C
enter

T
his program

 w
as one of the first to be
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developed by the N
avajo T

ribe and had as its
prim

ary objectives th.e collection of inform
ation on

N
avajo history and m

ythology and m
aking these

m
aterials available to interested N

avajos. A
bout.

1,000 tapes of oral tradition w
ere collected from

nearly 900 N
avajo elders. A

n A
dvisory B

oard w
as

established to provideguidance to the center. Som
e

of the tapes have been tranSlated, w
ith m

ore than
500 rough m

anuscripts com
pleted..

H
ow

ever, this vast reservoir of m
aterial and

inform
ation is locked in a vault in W

indow
 R

odk,
unreachable to anyone. It is hoped that these
m

aterials can be transferred to N
avajo C

om
m

unity'
C

ollege w
here they can be used and further

developed.
M

ore than
$200,000 w

as spent by
the N

avajo C
ulture C

enter. It w
as phased out in

1968 because of lack of additional funding by
W

ashington 0E
0.

2. L
ocal C

om
m

unity D
evelopm

ent Program
(L

C
D

P)

L
C

D
P is a reservation-w

ide program
 w

hich
reaches alm

ost every C
hapter on the R

eservation.
Its objective is to help m

ake all N
avajo people able

to identify and tackle their ow
n problem

s. T
hrough

the principles of com
m

unity developm
ent this

program
 is helping to change the N

avajo people's
feelings from

 hopelessness to hopefulness.
In alm

ost all of the C
hapters C

om
m

unity
A

ction C
om

m
ittees have been form

ed to aid in
accom

plishing the objectives of the L
C

D
P. O

ne
problem

 w
hich has arisen in som

e of the C
hapters

is that som
e C

hapter officers have looked upon the

C
om

m
unity D

evelopm
ent aide and/or the C

om
-

m
unity A

ction C
om

m
ittee as com

peting w
ith the

role
and responsibilities

of
the

C
hapter

organization. D
uring the last term

 of office of
C

hairm
an R

aym
ond N

akai, the L
C

D
P w

as view
ed

as a direct threat to his position. It w
as charged

that the director of O
N

E
O

, Peter M
acD

onald, used
the

grassroots
organization

of L
C

D
P as

a
springboard to the chairm

anship. It certainly is
true that M

r. M
acD

onald did develop a close
relationship

w
ith

the N
avajo people

at
the

grassroots level w
hich surely contributed to his

election in 1970. Such a successful appeal to the
local N

avajos had been m
ade by R

aym
ond N

akai in
his first and second elections as C

hairm
an of the

N
avajo T

ribal C
ouncil. In 1970 the L

C
D

P em
ployed

91 com
m

unity developm
ent w

orkers, serving m
ore

than 90 C
hapters.

A
pproxim

ately $4,000,000 have been spent in the

L
C

D
P since its inception.

3. H
ead Start
T

he H
ead Start Program

 has becom
e one of

the best know
n and m

ost successful projects under
O

N
E

O
. In 1968 there w

ere 92 C
hild D

evelopm
ent

C
enters in 92 C

liapters, w
ith an enrollm

ent of som
e

2,500 children. T
he program

 is directed at the pre-
school N

avajo child. T
he stated objectives of H

ead
Start are: (a) to provide the child w

ith stim
ulating

surroundings to challenge his m
ind and to foster

curiosity; (b) to assist the child in a sym
pathetic

m
anner w

ith his em
otional, physical and social

needs; (c) to help each child develop a 'positive set
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of values and to foster pride in his cultural
heritage; (d) to prom

ote successful experience in
the use of both N

avajo and E
nglish; (e) to assist the.

C
hild to becom

e aw
are of him

self, his fam
ily, his

com
m

unity and the w
orld around him

, and (f) to
include the child's fam

ily in the educational.
program

. C
lose to $10,000,000 have been spent thus

far by O
N

E
() for N

avajo H
ead Start Program

s..

4. H
om

e Im
provem

ent T
raining Program

 (H
IT

P)
T

he H
IT

P is designed to teach N
avajos the

techniques and skills necessary to m
aintain their

hom
es and to enable them

 to construct adequate
hom

es. M
ore than 2,000 hom

es have been im
-

proved, rem
odeled or built during the life of the

program
. E

ach C
hapter m

akes a determ
ination as

to w
hich houses are to be repaired or replaced.

T
rainees in the program

, w
orking w

ith selected
fam

ilies in building or rebuilding, receive training
in such skills as carpentry, m

asonry, painting
andw

here appropriateelectrical w
iring and

plum
bing. T

hrough cooperative efforts of the B
IA

,
U

nited States Public H
ealth Service, the T

ribe and
other governm

ent agencies, the H
IT

P has grow
n

and expanded into a m
ajor force for im

proved
hom

es for N
avajos. In 1970 a total of 101 instructors

at the C
hapter level w

ere em
ployed, w

ith 808
trainees w

ho im
proved or built 495 hom

es.
N

early $15,000,000 w
as spent in the H

IT
P up to

1971.

T
he O

ffice of N
avajo E

conom
ic O

pportunity has
developed m

any other program
s, som

e of w
hich no longer

are in operation, w
hile others continue .to .he

funded each
year by W

ashington .0E
0.- A

m
 O

ng these other
O

N
E

O

program
s are: A

lcoholism
 T

reatinent and E
ducation

Program
, D

N
A

 (legal aid, discussed. elsew
here), N

eigh-
borhood Y

outh C
orps, N

avajo. C
oncentrated E

m
ploym

ent
Program

, M
igrant and A

gricultural W
orkers Program

 ...
and V

IST
A

.
T

he total am
ount of m

oneY
 given O

N
E

() by the federal .

goverm
nent for the .operation. of all N

avajo poV
erty

program
s from

 1966 through 1970 w
as alm

ost
05,000,000.

In addition, $8,618 -,328. w
as budgeted for1971, plus funds

from
 the D

epartm
ent of I.abor for -the N

eighborhood Y
outh

C
orps

and
the

N
avajo

C
oncentrated. E

m
ploym

ent
Program

, as w
ell as m

oney for .the V
IST

A
:Progrant7

D
IN

E
B

E
H

N
A

 N
A

H
H

L
N

A
 B

E
 A

G
A

D
IT

A
H

E
 (D

N
A

)

D
N

A
 is a private, non-profit cox poration w

hose
purpose is to provide equal

justice for those w
ho cannot,

afford to em
ploy their ow

n legal assistance. It is funded
directly by the O

ffice of E
conom

ic O
pportunity, w

ith an
approved budget in 1971 of $1,010,000. D

uring the past three
and a half years D

N
A

 has handled approxim
ately 35,000

cases. D
N

A
 operates an office in

each of the R
eservation's

five agencies, w
ith a central office at W

indow
 R

ock. In 1970
these six offices em

ployed a staff of 90 persons, including
19 law

yers, none of w
hom

 w
as a N

avajo, and 28 lay ad-
vocates, all of w

hom
 w

ere N
avajos. It is hoped that as

N
avajos are graduated from

 law
 schools the law

yer
positions w

ill be filled increasingly hy N
avajos.

T
he follow

ing table sum
m

arizes the types of cases
handled by D

N
A

 during 1970:
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5.
T

otal M
iscellaneous Problem

s
N

ot
A

ccepted A
ccepted

A
.

T
orts

440
17

B
.

Juvenile (T
ribal)

54

C
.

School C
ases

48

D
. M

isdem
eanors

2,456
21

E
. O

ther C
rim

inal
75

4

F. C
om

m
itm

ent Procedures
6

G
. O

ther (L
and D

isputes,
Paw

ns &
 G

razing R
ights)

2,929
22

6,008
65

T
O

T
A

L
 PR

O
B

L
E

M
S,

11;950
116

E
arlier in the life of D

N
A

 there w
ere serious:

problem
s of m

isunderstanding betw
een D

N
A

 officials and
.

elected tribal leaders. L
argely these problem

s arose over
the increasing pow

er and influence D
N

A
 w

as exhibiting on
the R

eservation. Seen as a potential threat to existing
tribal governm

ent and leadership, these difficulties finally
focused on the attem

pt to rem
ove T

ed M
itchell, then the

director of D
N

A
, from

 the R
eservation. T

he T
ribal

C
ouncil's A

dvisory C
om

m
ittee on A

ugust 7, 1968, passed a.
resolution w

hich gave reason for the "forcible rem
oval" of

M
itchell in accordance w

ith provisions in the T
ribal C

ode.

In D
odge v. .N

akai the federal ,ceurt held that the tribal
action had violated the C

iV
il R

ights: A
ct and ordered that

M
itchell be readm

itted to the R
eservation:

T
he case is thought to have far-reaching irriplications

in that the N
avajo .T

ribe"s right to rem
oV

e a non...m
em

ber
from

 the R
eservation:M

ay be tiM
paired.: D

N
A

 'attorneys,
how

ever, point out that this right has not been:adversely
affected. T

hey:state: that the N
aV

ajo T
ribe can :exclude

peoPle from
 the R

eservatien but onlY
 :w

ith reason and w
ith

cauSe. D
N

A
 adds that theperson to be ekluded M

ust have
done sothething w

rong that: is set doW
nin the T

ribal C
:ode

as a reasen for: exclusion and that such a person
m

tiStbe
given a fair hearing.

T
w

o exam
ples ,O

f the :.accO
m

plishm
ents of pN

A
. are,

presented in order to underStand better ,the'-nature of its,,
objectives. In A

ugust, 1970,:D
N

A
 , announced that,: throU

gh

the efforts of. tw
o. D

N
A

 Fort D
efianee attorneys, :the,'B

IA
had a.greed to provide eV

erY
 child from

 a B
ureau: w

elfare
fam

ily w
ho w

ould attend a B
IA

 bparding sehool, a $50
annual grant for:school clotbirig. B

efore the hearing and
the ap,peal W

hiC
h changed K

k. pplicy,: the B
.T

A
 B

ranch of
Social ServiceS provided th.e:$501tim

p sum
: grant at the

beginning of the school year only to those w
elfare fam

ilies
w

ho requested it. T
he availability 'of the m

oney w
as not

generally m
ade know

n to .w
elfare recipients and. -feW

requested the $50. A
t the hearing level the decision w

as
,

against th,e lum
p sum

 paym
ent, :but, upon appeal to

G
raham

 H
olm

es, then :A
rea D

irector of the N
avajo A

rea
for the B

IA
, the lum

p sum
 paym

ent W
as granted:

A
 second eX

am
ple is found in D

N
A

's stated concern in
strengthening tribal sovereignty. In A

rizona v..: T
urtle, a

habeas C
orpus proceeding, D

N
A

 suecessfU
llY

 established
the N

avajo tribal governm
ent's exclusive authority to
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extradite Indians living on the R
eservation. T

he State of
A

rizona had attem
pted to apply its extradition law

s to the
N

avajo R
eservation by arresting W

ayne T
urtle,

a
C

heyenne, w
hose w

ife is a N
avajo and w

ho w
as living on

the N
avajo R

eservation. D
N

A
 filed a suit of habeas corpus

in the federal court claim
ing that the N

avajo T
ribe had

jurisdiction
to

extradite
Indians from

 the N
avajo

R
eservation. T

he federal court agreed and ordered the
state to release T

urtle.

L
E

G
A

L
IZ

A
T

IO
N

 O
F L

IQ
U

O
R

O
N

 T
H

E
 N

A
V

A
JO

 R
E

SE
R

V
A

T
IO

N

In
1953 the State of N

ew
 M

exico conducted a
referendum

 election and am
ended the state constitution to

repeal the prohibition against the sale of liquor to Indians
resident in the state outside of reservations; a year later
in 1954, the State of A

rizona follow
ed suit.

T
oday the prohibition against the sale of liquor on the

N
avajo R

eservation is by tribal ordinance. T
he question

has been raised as to w
hy the T

ribe does prohibit the sale
of liquor. T

hus far, the answ
er has been to prevent, or, at

least, to reduce, the availability of liquor, w
ith all of its

harm
ful effects. T

he T
ribe recognizes the relationship

betw
een alcohol and crim

e, and it is w
ell aw

are of the fact
that over 50 percent of all arrests, including disorderly
conduct, involve the use of alcohol. R

obert Y
oung, in his

N
avajo Y

earbook, published in 1961, reported that, of all
the crim

es and other causes of disorder in 1958, 83 percent
involved excessive drinking; in 1959, 74 percent involved
alcohol, and, in 1960, 70 percent w

ere com
m

itted w
hile.

under the influence of intoxicants,
T

om
m

y R
aybon, A

rea Special O
fficer for the B

IA
B

ranch of L
aw

 and O
rder, estim

ated that in 1970 over 90

percent of all crim
es com

m
itted w

ere liquor related. In
fact, he stated that if all of the crim

es in w
hich liquor is a

know
n factor

(driving w
hile intoxicated,

disorderly
conduct and liquor violations) w

ere elim
inated from

consideration, 90 percent of the rem
aining crim

es w
ould

be related in som
e w

ay to liquor.
L

ately, there has been som
e discussion and ex-

ploration regarding the possibility of legalizing liquor and
establishing a tribal m

onopoly on the N
avajo R

eservation.
T

hose in favor of the legalization of liquor point out that the
tribal prohibition against the sale, possession or use of
liquor sim

ply does not w
ork. T

hey point out that liquor is
available anyw

here and everyw
here on the R

eservation so
that the reality of the situation is that anyone w

ho w
ants

liquor and has the m
oney to buy it can do so. T

hose w
ho

support the legalization of liquor observe that the present
system

 m
akes m

illions of dollars for off-reservation bars
and com

m
unity jails as w

ell as enriching bootleggers, but
that the N

avajo T
ribe receives nothing and is not even able

to provide adequate help for the increasing num
bers of

alcoholics.
H

ow
ard G

orm
an stated in 1971 that betw

een $12
m

illion and $15 m
illion leave the R

eservation each year for
liquor, including the m

oney given to bootleggers. H
e

further reports that the T
ribal C

ouncil C
om

m
ittee on L

aw
and O

rder, of w
hich he is the chairm

an, determ
ined that

there w
ere about 42 bars surrounding the R

eservation and
that N

avajo hm
, one such bar, grossed $65,000 a w

eek
several years ago.

M
r. G

orm
an further reported that research con-

ducted or s!insored by his com
m

ittee indicated that there
are approxim

ately 10,000 problem
 drinkers on the N

avajo
R

eservation, w
ith perhaps 10 percent of this num

ber being
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ed
 li

qu
or

, a
nd

co
lle

ct
ed

 d
at

a 
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la
te

d 
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 li
qu
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e 
N

av
aj
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. T

he
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po
rt

 p
ro

po
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d 
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e 
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liz
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R
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ep
or
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T
ri
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, a
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 C
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 N
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 c
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 p
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 U
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 p
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 T
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 d
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tr
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n
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ar
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s 
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uc
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 c
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l p
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 C
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l p
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 c
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 m
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 b
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at
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 d
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ha

ng
e 

in
 a

tti
tu

de
 o

n
th

e 
pa

rt
 o

f 
th

e 
N

av
aj
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T
o understand better the thinking and recom

-
m

endations of the L
aw

 and O
rder (Police) C

om
m

ittee, its
Proposed Plan of O

peration for a N
avajo L

iquor C
ontrol

C
om

m
ission is presented here. T

he com
m

ission w
ould

have the licensing and control jurisdiction if liquor w
ere

legalized as a tribal m
onopoly.

PR
O

PO
SE

D
 PL

A
N

 O
F O

PE
R

A
T

IO
N

T
he N

avajo L
iquor C

ontrol C
om

m
ission shall

consist of three (3) m
enone of the three m

en w
ill

serve as C
hairm

an of the B
oard.

T
he C

hairm
an of the N

avajo T
ribal C

ouncil shall
appoint each m

em
ber of the L

iquor C
ontrol B

oard
w

ith the concurrence of the A
dvisory C

om
m

ittee.
A

ll liquor w
ill com

e through the N
avajo L

iquor
C

ontrol C
om

m
ission and w

ill run concurrently w
ith

the standards of the N
ational A

lcohol B
everages

C
ontrol A

ssociation. L
iquor w

ill be bought only by the
package.

T
he L

iquor C
ontrol B

oard w
ill operate under a

budget, set up by the N
avajo T

ribal C
ouncil. T

he
revenues derived from

 liquor sales w
ill be taken

directly to the O
ffice of the T

ribal T
reasurer ; not any

part of it w
ill be used by the L

iquor C
om

m
ission.

E
ach em

ployee w
orking under the B

oard w
ill be

paid by the T
reasurer. T

he bills, salaries, w
ages,

everything shall be paid by vouchers w
ritten out by

the T
ribal C

om
ptroller D

epartm
ent.

T
he N

avajo L
iquor C

ontrol C
om

m
ission B

oard
w

ill cover the entire N
avajo C

ountry. T
he B

oard w
ill

have liquor stocked in a w
arehouse at the Fort

D
efiance C

onsolidated A
rea, and w

ill service the
entire N

avajo C
ountry package stores. T

he general
offices, auditing departm

ents and w
arehouse all w

ill
be at the sam

e location.

T
he L

iquor C
ontrol B

oard never w
ill touch any of

the m
oney.
T

he L
iquor C

ontrol B
oard w

ill purchase liquors
from

 reputable distilleries, then it w
ill be Shipped in

by trucks or rail. Som
e liquor w

ill be purchased from
N

ew
 Y

ork and K
entucky; and the w

ines w
ill com

e
from

 C
alifornia by trucks, T

he liquor w
ill com

e
already bottled and stam

ped. T
he prices of liquors

w
ill be standard. T

hey w
ill not be purchased on a bid

basis; so everyone w
ill pay the sam

e w
holesale price.

T
he m

arkup on a case of liquor w
ill be the profit.

T
he statutory m

arkup on liquor is 45 percent on
w

ines, 55 percent on liquor over the w
holesale price.

N
obody can sell liquor in the N

avajo C
ountry except

the N
avajo T

ribe as the sole retailer.
T

he profit from
 the liquor operation w

hen turned
into the O

ffice of the T
ribal T

reasurer w
ill be

program
m

ed by the N
avajo T

ribe for N
avajo Police

w
elfare, schools,

hot lunches for public school
children, N

avajo C
om

m
unity C

ollege and for any
purpose deem

ed essential in behalf of needy N
avajos.

T
he N

avajo liquor stores w
ill be ow

ned and
controlled by the T

ribe; the stores cannot be sold.
T

hey w
ill be tribal property.

A
fter the liquor is purchased and consum

ed,
there is no further control by the N

avajo L
iquor

C
ontrol B

oard. A
ny violation m

ade by persons under
the influence of intoxicating liquors shall be the
concern of the local police.

T
o purchase liquor a person m

ust buy a liquor
perm

it w
hich w

ill cost O
ne D

ollar ($1.00) per year.
T

he perm
it w

ill be valid for only one year and w
ill be

subject to cancellation upon violation of the perm
it on

recom
m

endations by C
ourts and Police.

A
 liquor perm

it can be cancelled
at the

discretion of the N
avajo L

iquor C
ontrol B

oard, if its
m

em
bers think the person has abused the use of it.
T

he legal age identification affidavit shall be
used as proof of a person's age. W

hen there is a
question about the age of the purchaser, it also is good
protection for the store m

anager or an em
ployee.
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C
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A
 young N

avajo rodeo rider and a bucking horse,.
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questions need to be raised. T
hese questions should be

discussed by those w
ho w

ould favor at som
e tim

e the
N

civajo people considering the possibility of the R
eser-

vation becom
ing a separate state.

1. W
hat about land ow

nership? A
t present, and quite

properly, alm
ost all of the land w

ithin the R
eser-

vation is held in trust by the U
nited States and

ow
ned by the N

avajo T
ribe. W

hat w
ould be done

w
ith respect to non-N

avajos w
ho w

ished to m
ove to

the new
 state and build houses or establish

businesses? W
ould tow

n sites be developed w
here

99-year leases w
ould be available? W

ould the T
ribe

(the new
 state) continue to license businesses and

so forth?

2. W
hat about voting ii the elections held in the new

state? Presently only N
avajos can vote in tribal

elections. If the R
eservation w

ere to becom
e a

state, w
hat w

ould be the guarantees that the state
w

ould be governed by the m
ajority of the people

w
ho w

ould be N
avajo?

3.
C

ould the new
 state exclude or lim

it the num
ber of

outsiders m
oving into the state? A

t present, the
N

avajo T
ribe has disputed jurisdiction over non-

N
avajos. Prior to the T

ed M
itchell case, the T

ribe
had clear authority to rem

ove a non-tribal m
em

ber
from

 the R
eservation. A

fter the D
odge v. N

akai
case w

as decided in the Federal D
istrict C

ourt the
jurisdiction of the T

ribe to perform
 such an act w

as
m

ore lim
ited.

It now
 w

ould appear that the
question of cause and due process w

ould restrict
the earlier seem

ingly unabridged right to rem
ove

non-tribal m
em

bers.

N
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O
ne of the significant developm

ents of the last decade
has been the aw

akening interest in their culture and
language on the part of the N

avajo people. It w
as not too

m
any years ago that N

avajo children w
ere punished for

talking N
avajo, and schools tried very hard to rem

ove
N

avajo culture from
 N

avajo children in the process of
getting an education. A

t that tim
e (and even at present in

som
e schools on the R

eservation) a w
hite m

an's education
w

as seen as the hope and solution of problem
s for the

N
avajos. E

verything w
hite w

as right and everything
N

avajo w
as w

rong. E
ducation split the parents from

 their
children. It could be described best as the "either-or"
variety. N

avajo students either could be contributing
successful citizens by throw

ing off their ow
n culture and

accepting the w
hite m

an's or be failures, as w
ell as

heathens, by keeping their ow
n culture.

T
he bars of G

allup and surrounding off-reservation
com

m
unities are full of the products of this "either-or"

kind of education.
In recent years, how

ever, increasing em
phasis has

been placed on the "both-and" type of education w
hich

enables the N
avajo student to learn positive aspects of

both the N
avajo culture and the w

hite m
an's w

ay. H
e

learns how
 to blend and com

bine these characteristics into
a m

eaningful w
hole in w

hich the total is greater than the
sum

 of its parts. In other w
ords, it is a case w

here tw
o and

tw
o do not equal four but, rather, equal five!

T
oday, in an ever-increasing num

ber of schools
enrolling N

avajo students, N
avajo language, history and

culture are taught. H
ow

ever, little cause for elation exists
because such schools still com

prise less than 10 percent of
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the total. T
he point to be m

ade is that today there is an
expanded interest in N

avajo culture on the part of the
N

avajo people. M
any educated N

avajo fam
ilies in the past

refused to teach their children the N
avajo language

because they felt it w
ould be a liability. T

oday, the
products of this thinking often are am

ong the leaders
speaking up for learning and retaining N

avajo culture and
language. In fact, in m

any cases, these N
avajo youth are

unhappy w
ith their ow

n parents for not teaching them
w

hen they w
ere young to speak N

avajo and for not
teaching them

 about N
avajo culture.

T
here can be no m

isunderstanding today about the
intense desire on the part of N

avajo young people to learn
as m

uch as possible about their ow
n culture and language.

T
here can be no m

isunderstanding today regarding the
intense pride that N

avajo people feel about being N
avajo

and their desire to have their culture taught in the schools.
T

he problem
 is, then, not one of the target or the

objective. T
he problem

 lies in the fact that few
 people and

few
 m

aterials are available. G
enerally speaking, N

avajo
leadership and N

avajo youth are not satisfied to learn
only, or even prim

arily, from
 m

aterials and books w
ritten

by anthropologists, even w
hen those anthropologists have

used N
avajo inform

ants. T
he N

avajos w
ant m

aterials
prepared by N

avajos to be taught by N
avajos to N

avajos.
T

he B
ureau of Indian A

ffairs reported that in fiscal
year 1970 there w

as a total of m
ore lhan 50,000 N

avajo
students in school. L

ess than 1,000 of those students w
ere

receiving on a regular basis
instruction in N

avajo
language and culture as described above. A

ctually, there
w

ere only tw
o schools, R

ough R
ock D

em
onstration School

and N
avajo C

om
m

unity C
ollege, w

hich w
ere engaged in

the preparation of the needed m
aterials to be used in the

classroom
s. T

he efforts to develop books and other
m

aterials, by N
avajos and for N

avajos, m
ust expand

trem
endously if the current dem

ands, by N
avajo students

and latders, for N
avajo culture to be taught in the schools

are to be m
et.

T
here rem

ains another question, besides that of
w

hether N
avajos w

ant to be N
avajos; and it deals w

ith the
consequences of such a belief. In other w

ords, assum
ing

N
avajos w

ant to learn about them
selves as N

avajos, the
question rem

ains to be answ
ered as to w

hether this is good
or bad. O

bviously, one can say that w
hatever the N

avajos
w

ant they should getand this is true to the degree that it
is possible. Y

et, w
hat are the results of know

ing and
having pride about one's self in being N

avajo as contrasted
w

ith the results w
here one does not know

 nor have pride in
one's self as N

avajo?

Several interesting studies shed light on this question.
M

cG
rath and R

oessel in their study, "H
igher E

ducation of
Southw

estern Indians w
ith R

eference to Success and
Failure," found that Indian students from

 hom
es w

here no
E

nglish w
as spoken succeeded better in college. R

oessel,
in a N

ational Institute of M
ental H

ealth Study, "Influence
of T

ype of School on Indian Personality," found that
N

avajos w
ho w

ere least acculturated (knew
 m

ore about
their ow

n culture) had a higher achievem
ent level, a low

er
incidence of arrests, divorce, broken hom

es, etc., and a
low

er rate of social disorganization than those N
avajos

w
ho w

ere m
ost acculturated (knew

 least about their ow
n

culture).

R
oby L

eighton, in a doctoral dissertation at the
U

niversity of A
rizona, found that N

avajo Scholarship
recipients w

ho succeeded best in college w
ere those w

ho
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had the greatest lm
ow

ledge of their o n culture (w
ere

least acculturated).
D

r. K
arl

enninger, founder of the M
enninger C

linic
in T

opeka, K
ansas, and probably the w

orld's leading
psychiatrist, stated that the m

ental health of Indians
w

ould c intinue to deteriorate until Indian people acquired
the know

ledL
e about their ow

n culture w
hich w

ould alluw
them

 to develop a positive sense of identity.
T

oday alm
ost every psychiatrist agrees that any

people w
ho do not have pride in their heritage and a

positive sell im
age cannot have the m

ental health
necessary to live happily and successfully in today's
w

orld.For the N
avajos to live today and tom

orrow
 they

m
ust know

 them
selves as N

avajos. T
hey m

ust have the
know

ledge and the respect for them
selves as N

avajos.
A

rm
ed w

ith this pride, the N
avajos can face w

ith con-
fidence an uncertain future. Peter M

acD
onald, N

avajo
T

ribal C
hairm

an, speaking at
the

Site
D

edication
cerem

onies for the perm
anent N

avajo C
om

m
unity C

ollege
cam

pus on A
pril 13, 1971, m

ade the follow
ing statem

ent:
"W

e N
avajos stand on the verge of the 21st century,

but our vision w
ill be dim

m
ed and our m

inds w
ill be

confused unless w
e take pride in ourselves as N

avajos and
as A

m
ericans. T

he future w
ill not belong to those w

ho
ignore, ridicule or are asham

ed of the past, nor w
ill the

future belong to those w
ho live only in the past.

"B
ut rather, the future belongs to those w

ho obtain
their strength and their vision from

 the past and w
ho,

arm
ed w

ith that strength and vision, m
ove boldly forw

ard
into an unknow

n tom
orrow

."

O
il w

ells farm
 the background far a N

avajo fam
ily and Its barrel a

w
ater on the R

eservation.
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NAVAJO CULTURE & HISTORY Mike Mitchell & Ruth Roess

Locust and The Fourth World

Before the beginning of life in the Fourth World, First Man

First Woman, First Boy, arid First Girl came to the deep of the fourth

world, followed by various beasts, and variety of insects. The

journey continued with growth of a Big Reed which grew with them

secured inside of the big hollowed reed. The reed by the time it

reached the fourth world grew twelve times.

Coming to the bottom of the Fourth World, First Man, First

Woman, First Boy, First Girl, and the various beasts held a council

trying to determine a way to get to the top of the fourth world.

First Man asked several of his followers who were faced with the same

situation, when finally First Man saw a Locust among the insect

group. First Man asked, "Maybe you could help us get to the top of

the fourth world since it is covered with a deep ocean." The Locust

said, "I'll do my best to help you."

First man appointed, Locust to f.nd the way to the top of the

Fourth World. Locust immediately went to work. The Locust started

to build a narrow tunnel through the deep blue sea and made it to the

very top of the great glimmering sea. When Locust looked in the four

direction, he only saw the gleaming night of the great endless

ranging of a rolling ocean. Only the dawn raised in the four directions

barely gave enough lioht to see the colors of the glorifying ocean.

The Locust sat at the entrance of the clay tunne) and looked

toward the east, when he called in a low yell to see if there were

anybody living in the Fourth World, and nobody came.



Then he called the second time, this time in a medium tone,

nobody came. The third time he called at a high tone, and still nobody

came to meet him. Now, it was Locust's fourth call in all directions;

ha called at a high frequency and by this time the vibrations hit

every corner of the Fourth World. When the Water Monsters heard the

strange call they all appeared b fore the Locust sitting on the top of

the wide ocean at the entrance of the clay tunnel. The Monsters

glanced at one another when finally the Monster that rul d the east

ocean, (Chiih'tah jikgaii) said, "where are you coming from, and what

are you doing here on our world disturbing the peace calling around at

this time? On this world, our rule is that nobody is to make such a

noise, and you are not allowed on this world, and this place is not

yours to rule!" (The statement not yours to rule: Today, among

certain people often tell one another or fuss over a piece of land

and not sharing with one another is a good example of the statement

made, "Not yours to rule or not yours to reside over.'"

"I have come to this place seeking for a new place to live.

My people are helpless and are looking for a new place too." said

the Locust.

"No, you can not live here, this Fourth World is not yours to

rule," said the Water Monster, (Chiih'tah jikga ) who ruled the

east ocean.

"But, I'm sure you got a place for us to live," said the Locust.

"Okay, since you can not give up, then let's see if you can do

this," Chiih'tah jikgaii said and then performed a trick which he

thought the Locust could not do. The Water Monster, got his two

sharp pointed arrows and stuck one down his mouth, and the other

from the bottom of the tail end and took the arrow through his

(2)
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body up to the mouth. He repeated this four times.

"Here, let's see if you can do this," said the Water Monster,

and threw the two sharp arrows at the end of the Locust's feet.

"Wait a minute," said the Locust, "I don't need your two

sharp arrows, I have my own."

"Very well," Chiih'tah jiegaii said.

The four Water Monsters watched the Locust carefully to see

what he would do.

"Do you see an opening through my sides, and you can feel to see

if there are any holes, as you have from the mouth through your bottom.'

I don't see any," said the Monster.

"Okay," said the Locust.

The Locust took out from his under wing, two small sharp pointed

arrows, and there were feathers tied to the arrows; the arrows were

half black and half white, which represented the night and day.

The Locust held the two arrows in each of his hand and hold them high

for a minute. The Water Monsters were astonished seeing this and all

looked at one another.

"Now, can you do this?" Said the Locust.

"Okay, you sit there at the entrance of your tunnel for four

days and then the Fourth World will be yours to rule as you wish."

The Monsters replied,

"Very well, and you shall sit there and watch me for four days

and let us see who can sit at the very spot for four days to make

sure that I am not cheating you, and every morning at the crack of

dawn I will call for four days," said the Locust.

The Locust sat there the rest of the day and in the middle of

the night, due to the mist of cold weather, the Water Monsters sneaked

away one by one and returned to their humble homes in the four directior

17



but the Locust kept his word. He called every morning a d sat there

at the entrance of the tunnel without moving an inch from the very

spot.

Locust, with his great ability and his intellect simple left his

outter shell or (skin) and climbed back down to the underworld to

see the rest of the group that he was traveling with.

The Locust reported to First Man, Woman, and the rest of the

beasts, concerning the species of what he saw in the Fourth World. The

Locust rested throughout the day and night, except when it was time to

call, when he climbed back into his shell and made the morning calls;

he continued this for four days.

"Now, I
have sat there at the very spot without moving an inch,

and I
have not gone ho e as the rest of you have done. I have kept

my word as you have requested," said the Locust.

"This Fourth World is yours to rule," said Chiih'tah ji/gaii.

The rest of the Water Monsters without saying a word, each drew their

ocean further away from the location where the locust came to the

Fourth World, in the four directions.

The Locust right away climbed back down the hollowed tunnel to

tell First Man, Woman, Boy, Girl, and the rest of the beasts and

insects, that he had won the Fourth World. This was how the Locust

won the Fourth World for the people to live in. Locust after telling

the followers about the Fourth World, explained that there was another

problem which they were confronted with and that was the soft mushy

mud in the Fourth Wo Id. First Man and Woman, Locust, and the

beasts held another meeting asking, "Who will do the job of drying the

mud so there would be dry land to walk on?"

First Man and First Woman called upon the baby wind to do the

drying. The baby wind blew and blew, but the mud did not dry. So

IDS



the mother wind was called upon; still the mud did not d y. The father

wind was called upon, but the ground did not dry. Finally, the

grandfather wind (Hurricane) was called upon, and it dried the land

for the First Man and Fi st Woman, and the rest to walk on. Right

away First Man and First Woman, planted the various seeds that they

had in their possession.

According to our medicine man, there are certain prayers, songs,

and ceremonies which are pf-rformed pertaining to the incident that

took place when the Locust helped First Man and First Woman to join

the Fourth World. This is how many of our medicine men perform their

different ceremonies for various patients. To combine the story with

different kinds of ceremonies that the Navajo medicine men conduct

is a very difficult task, since it requires trying to relate the two.

Yet, this is how each of the medicine men, who perform their

ceremonies, connects their religion to these certain stories

from the past which have so many meanings.

After First Man, First Woman, First Boy, First Girl, beasts, and

various insects set foot upon the Fourth World, a variety of

grasses, plants, and trees were planted in the Fourth World to

beautify the earth.

Today, one may find a shell of a locust attached to certain

weeds; referring back to the timewhen Locust left his shell at the

entrance of the tunnel. Due to that one still finds a shell or skin

of a Locust on a weed, that's because Locust has left his shell and

has gone on his way!



Navajo Kinship and Terminology

On the various part of the Navajo reservation, there has always been

a feeling to certain degree, that the Navajo people have a spe ial way of

greeting one another. The Navajo people strongly believe in keeping a good

relationship with their relative's that are the same clan to them and the rela-

tives on the husband's side. This way the Navajo have a lot of family relatives

so whenever one of the clan decides to have a sing, she or he will call on all

f the clan on his side or on his wife's side to maintain enough supplies to go

ahead with the ceremony. By having this type of clan relationship, the

Navajo's have great p 'de among themselves. The Navajos having the kinship

system, and with many relatives they are always sure whenever there is a

needy cause, a Navajo's always think of first is, his or her nearest rel tive

to get help. Due to these various reasons the Navajo's has always kept to

their kinship.

The Navajo clan relationships have always served them with good pur-

pose and the variety of clans on the reservation plays an important part in the

life of the Navajo people. When a Navajo meets one another, usually the tw

Navajos are not a stranger toward each other, due to the fact that before shaking

each others hand, one of them would usually ask the other what clan he belongs

too. By asking this question the other person will tell the other person his or

her clan. After the clan has been identified the relationship is usually deter-

mined so that the two Navajos might be of the same clan or maybe related in

some other way.
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Clan is not the only relationship that should be respected. There are

other relations besides clan relations. The member of a family unit, such as

sons and daughters should highly respect one another.

For instance, daughters and sons from the same family unit are not

allowed to tease each other about a boy or a girl friend, or bothering, touch-

_ ing and laughing at each other is not accepted. The Navajos have always thought

it is bad to play or wrestle with a sister, this is thought to be improper. There

number of ways to tease a sister or a brother, and these are so e of them;

"Big brother has a lot of bugs, or little sister has a messy nose, or has chappy

ankles. These are the examples that are used.

Listed below are a few examples of kinship used:

Relations

(Male & Femal

I. Father's clan member

a. Father (Paternal Grandfather-Shindli)
b. Mother (Paternal Grandmother-Shinglf)
c. Sister (Paternal Aunt-Shibizhi)
d. Brother (Paternal Uncle -Shishe-'6 ya-zhr.)

Mother's clan member (For Male & Female)

a. Father (Grandfather-Shicheii)
b. Mother (Grandmother-Shimgsgni)
c. Sister (Aunt-Shimgygzhc.)
d. Brother (Shidg'i-Uncle) except for female term Shiyiizh)
e. Older sister (Maternal-Aunt- Milk' a' r)

181



Variations of Hogans

Variety of hogans on the Navajo reservation of today and yesterday.

The homes of yesterday has in the last few years co mforted the Navajo

people although the houses (hogans) didn't look as much of a home. Yet,

the Navajo people lived on thishuppy little hills and had survived, usi g

the mother earth's blanket and sharing the nature's cedar branches to have

a shelter.

The traditional type of a hogan, to the 130, 000 Navajo people is a

home with comfort, the hogan is plas t red with 6 to 10 inches of hard clay.

During the summer month, the sun baked clay will eventually keep the inside

of the hogan well air-conditioned. The hotter the sun heats the outer crust

of the hogan, the cooler the air becomes inside.

The hogan during the cold season will actually retain much of the heat

the sun and will have the air cooled inside the hogan, it will have the air

warm. The hogan will still keep its hardness since the clay has been baked

solid by the sun.

The inside of the hogan is usually plastered with hard clay so the walls

of the hogan is leveled in a4smoOth fashion. The inside dome of the hogan is

not plastered, but the ceiling c n be seen Nith a natural view of texture and

the smoothness of the wood that has been inlayed above the other which show

the clever architects of the Navajo craftsmanship. In building the hogan,

from the beginning to finish, not a s lgle nail or hammer is used, only an

ax is used for smoothing out the logs before they'replaced over the others.



A hogan is the most important house to have around the family unit.

It is used for various ceremonies, such as- The Beauty-Way Chant, or the

Blessing-Way, etc. Due to these reasons the hogan i -highly respected on

the Navajo Reservation.

Today, most of the Navajo people are living in the typical modern

homes with bedrooms and kitchens like the Anglos. Receiving education

from the Anglo, they, Navajo, have advanced and achieved the goals of

the whitemen. This today has brought forth a great change in the Navajo

society, but are still teaching the young generation the old ways to keep

most of their respect for the older and kinship on the Navajo reservation.

The first hogan is said to have been made similar to a teepee. This

type of hogan is called, Forked Hogan. The hogan was given this part-

icular name, since the main post which supports the other three main post

in place. The main fo ked-like post is usually slanged in the direction

the east. Then the second long log is set in with its decreasing point up-

ward and is then set in between the two (v) forked-like log. The third

long narrow wood is placed above the second wood, which will be in the

direction of the west, After the third wood is set, then the fourth post is

placed in the top of the third wood, which by then will form into a pyramid.

The four main post to build the house is called, Sadii.

When the posts are set in, then the making of the hogan is covered

with the rest of the logs. The four main posts represents: East (White-

shell) Blanco Mountain, South (Turquoise-Mt. Taylor), West (Abalone-

San Francisco Peak), and the North (Jet-La Plata Mountain). The two main
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posts, which is the doorway to the forked hogan is, Huerfano Mountain

and Gobernador Knob.

According to the Navajo Mythology, it is said that at one time,

these six sacred mountains were supposed to have been the first hogan

built on the Navajo reservation, then later stretched and became the six

sacred mountains as the boundary line of the Navajo reservation today,

and they are still within it.

The six different types of hogans are:

(1) The Forked-Hogan, which is the very old fashion hogan.
This is considered to be the male hogan.

The Round Hogan or Hogan with Many Legs, is another
make hogan which is built in a round shape. This is
considered to be the female hogan.

The Log Hogan, which is a female hogan, when its in the
stage of building the logs are layed down with growing
points, pointing clockwise.

(4) Adobe Hogan is the other female hogan, which is plastered
with clay on the top of the logs that has been placed under-
neath the mud.

(5) House with Many Windows, is a female house which is a
modern type of a house which the Navajo people today live
in. The mythology states, when the two Twins were born
for the sun, they went to visit their father when they dis-
covered their father living in a house with many windows.
For that particular reason, the square type of a house is
still included with the hogans.

(6) The Sweat Lodge is a male hogan which is used for sweat
baths. It is rather similar to Forked-Hogan, but the little
difference is that the sweat lodge does nOt have the doorway
extending farther, while the sweat lodge has none. Also,
the sweat lodge is much smaller than the Forked-Hogan.

The Swe t Lodge is also used for certain ceremonies in many cases.

When a person is sick or sometimes the sweat lodge is used to cure a very
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sick patient.

A good sets of stones are used for this occasion. The stones are

about three times the size of a fist. Altogether the amount of the stones

range from 12 to 30 small stones. The fire is built on the sto es and when

the stones are very hot it is then put or taken into the right side of the sweat

lodge where a small portion of the area is provided no bigger than 24 inches

in dia eter. This is where the red glowing stones are placed.

Then a warm water is poured on the stones so it would give off steam

with extreme hotness. Due to these hot vapor, the pores of a person will

actually open up and all the dirt will ripple down the person's spine. With

this effect, a person's body will actually have the feeling of youth.

Rules and regulations in the sweat-lodge is that not a single person

is to be left alone inside the sweat-lodge. Inside the sweat-lodge, it is dark,

and there are times when a person will actually black out.

A ceremonial song is sung inside the sweat-lodge.

The sweat-lodge is not only for men. There is also a sweat-1 dge for

the females, also. Actually women have their o n sweat-lodge somewhere

els e. A male and female are not all wed to or use the s me swe lodge.

The rules are that men and woman should have their own sweat-lodge.
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5 -83

Summary of Historical Events Affecting Navajo
(1 540 - 1800)

RP-CEivEll
dim y a

Ntrysu

R-L

Corwiado meets Querechos on W
Plains Apache)

Espejo mentioned Acoma built on mesa top due to war
with Querechos (Forbes feels Querechos were Nava
other do not)

I 583 Hopis from Awatovi sought aid of Querechos

1591 Indians stole horses-first reference to obtaining horses
by Indian (Forbes pp 74

1598 Onate assigned Priest to Jencry and all Apaches

1608 Velasso ordered soldiers to fight Apaches who were
killing people and stealing horses (May have been so e
Navajos use of term Navajo not used for another 20 years)

1614 Jemez and Apache (Navajo) kill Cohiti Indian

1622 Navajos raid Jemez Rueblo

1626 'Father Salmer on first mentioned Navajo in document
"Apache deI Nabaxu" living on-upper Choma River
northwest of Santa C1--ra. Nabaxu, Tanoan word for
where a group were farming. Spanish translation
"wide planted fields"

1629 Navajos lived on day's travel f om Santa Clara

1629 Father Benavides established a mission at Santa Clara
effort to convert Navajo

1630-80

1639

1641-4

1649

1659

1663

Navajos obtained hOrses and Sheep - via raiding

Navajos attacked Jemez killed priest

Spanish attacked the Apaches (Navajos) forced them
accept peace.

Navajos and Apaches kept Jemez and frontier in unrest

Spanish expedition went to Navajo country to acquire slaves

Ath poscans forbidden by Spanish to t7ade with Pueblos
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1686 Pueblos and Navajos revolted; drove Spanish from New
Mexico; many Pueblos went to live with Navajo

1692

1706-43

1708-14

1720-50

1750

1752 Utes attack Navajo-force them south

1776 Dominquez and Escalante expedition
outside of Navajo countrv

1785 Navajo consist of 700 families of 4 to 5 persons Tribe
divided into 5 groups - total of 1,000 warriors, 500
horses, 600 mares, 700 black ewes, 40 cows
San Mateo, Cebolleta, Chuska Mt., Ojo del Oso
Wingate) and Canyon de Chell:-

De Vargas returned to New Mexico. Many Pueblos had
fled to mountains

Twelve witnesses Rabal document-describes Navajo
living on mesa tops, circular stone houses, cribbed
roofs, raising corn, having sheep and horses, trading
with Pueblos. Navajo population 2,000 - 4,000. Navajo
area 75 miles west of Jemez from there to San Juan
river and east to a point 100 miles west of Chama

Navajos raided Spanish to ns - 5 expeditions sent out
against rNavajo

Period of peace between- Nairajo and Spanish

Navajos drove out missionnaries at Cebolleta and Encinal-
refusal to accept christianity.



Houses

Agriculture

Reconstruction of Early Navajo Culture
Based in Historical Documents 1 582-1824

Built of stone, timbers and mud-on mesa tops, stone
towers hogan (1 788) like a field tent except had small
square room at entrance (fork stick hogan of today)

Plant corn, beans, squash, chile, cotton, pumpkins and
watermelons. Used some irrigation mostly dry farming.
By 1 785 raising domestice fruits. First used wooden
implements then iron.

Herding Kept flocks sheep (1 706)

Hunting Items of trade-buckskin clothing. Meat large part of
diet

Trade Between Spanish, Pueblos and Apache. End of the 16th
century-Trade corn, cattle, deer hides for glass heads,
knives, awls and tobacco.

By 1812 Navajo wool products important item "Most
valuable in our province"

Warfare Major economic pursuit during Spanish period. Earliest
is Espejo in 1 582-83 (Querechos)

Forbes believes reason for Navajo raiding was Spanish
pressure-slave raiding. Raided other tribes as well as
Spanish main purpose-getting livestock - Getting captives
and trade goods secondary importance.

Food Wheat and corn ; sweet corn; corn meal; tortillas, mutton

Dress

Religion

Men mocassins, woolen stockings, cl thes held by
silver buttons; women - black dress red borders;
Buckskin for men - woven woolen dress for women.
Use of silver ornaments 100 years before Navajo mda
nade own.

Ineffective in converting Navajo. Little told of Navajo
religion - mention of ceremony held between Apache
and Navajo.



Tree Ring Dates - Navajo

1758 1770Canyon de Clic lly

143Z - 1779Chaco Canyon

1673 - 1812Big Bead Mesa

1521 - 1826Gobernador and Largo

Glen Canyon pottery dates

San Juan (Upper) pottery dates

Middle 19th Century

Late 16th to L te 18th
Century



Mindeleff

Kidder

Mbiris

Nels on

Roberts

Stubbs

Malcolm

Farmer

Stubbs and Mera

Van Valkenburgh

Keur

Hall

Hurt

Riley

Cassidy

Olson and W sl

ivian

Van Valkeburgh
Cor ell and Brugge

A

Historical References to Navajo
Chronology of Archaeology Studies

Canyon de Chelly

Gobernad r and La Canyors

Goberriador and Largo Canyons

Gobernado and LargO Canyons

1895

1 912

Upper San Juan Valley (Colo N. M. )

Gobernador, LaJara and Blancos Canyon

Chaco Canyon

Upper Blanco and Largo Canyo s

Gobernador C nyon

Largo Itanyo - Chaco

Big B ad Me a Gobernad r

Gobs rnador Cany n

anyon de Chelly

Largo and Blanco Canyon

San Juan Pipeline

S n Juan Pipeiine

Chacra Mesa

Entire Navajo Province

Dittert Upper San Juan Valley

De Harport Canyon de Chelly

Miller and -Bretàrnitz Navajo Canyon

190

1915

1916

1923

1930

1937

1938

1937

1938-39

1939-40

1941

1941

1953

1950

1 953

1957

1952-60

1556,-57

1948-50
1954.59

1957-58



Marmon and Pe rl

Turner

Crampton

Vivian

Dittert, Hester

Big Bead Mesa

Mystery Canyon Utah)

Glen Canyon

Chacra Mes (N. M )

Eddy limier San Juan Valley

1958

1959

1957 60

1957-60

1956-60

Most of theSe -were brief svtrv

Extended

Brief survey-excava ion

Extended survey-excavation
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NAVAJO STUDIES AT NCC

I. Navajo Studies Program at Navajo Community College differ from all

other programs in Indian studies:

1. It is different because it is located at the only college located (In

an Indian reservation, and controlled completely by Indians!

2. It is different because NCC is controlled by an all-Navajo Board

of Regents and they are the ones who directed the establishment

of the Navajo Studies 17rogr.

3. It is different because all other asp cts of NCC incorporate

Indian studies into their individual programs and courses: for

example English is concorned with Indian Literature, Economics

is concerned with Indian-development, Science is concerned with

reservation resources, etc. In other words, while we have a

separate area of Navajo Studies other parts of tlie total program are

a part of it in that they bring out the Indian and Navajo aspect.

4. It is different because it is the most extensive. We offer 24

courses in the broad area of Navajo Studies. More than in any

other area. Eleven of these courses are- directly r lated to the

Navajo. The other thirteen are related to Indians in general.

NAVAJO COURSES

1. Navajo Silversmithing
2. Navajo Weaving
3. Other Navajo Craft
4. Navajo History and Culture I
5. Navajo History and Culture II
6. Navajo History and Culturp III
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7. Navajo Language I
8. Navajo Language II
9. Navajo Language (Conversation

10. Navajo Creative Writing
11. Navajo and Acculturation

INDIAN COURSES

1. American Indian Seminar ( Two Semesters)
2. Contemporary Indian Affairs
3. Indiansof the _Americas
4. American Indian Economic Development
5, Economies Workshop (Two Semesters)
6. Indian Law and Government
7. Exploring Indian Art
8. Indians of the United States
9. Southwestern Indian Tribes

10. The Plains Indians
11. The Urban Indian
12. History of Indian Affairs
13. Anglo Indian Relations

It is different because we can use Indian instructors regardless of

degree qualifications. In other words, we can use Indian instructors

with the only qualification being able to teach and knowledge of subject

matter - rather than degrees which may not go along with ability to

teach.

6. It is different because Navajo Studies ( 9 hours ) are required of

all Navajo students. Navajo Studies is not an elective, it is not a

series of courses which mean little. They are the heart of the College.

7. It will be different because we are building a Navajo Culture Center

which will be an entire building which will be constructed in the sh pe

of a h gan and reflect the vitality, beauty and rower of Navajo culture.

This will be the Na ajo living shrine and cultural center.



OBJECTIVES OF THE NAVAJO STUDIES PROGRAM

1. To learn and respect Navajo history, culture and language.

To learn and understand current programs and problems facing
Navajos and other Indians.

3. To learn respect and pride in being a Navajo.

4. To learn respect and pride in being an Indian.

5. To develop a positie self image.

6. To recognize the necess ty fcr Indian unity and cooperation.

7. To visit saer d and historical places important to Navajo culture.

To visit other Indian tribes and to learn about their needs and
opportunities.

To provide a foundation for the entir curriculum at Navajo Commu-
nity College.

10. To build bridges between the old and young.

11. To develop pride in ones heritage and confidence in ones future.

12. To participate in aspects of Navajo culture with pride and unde s anding.

13. To learn the history of the Ame7ican Indian.

14. To develop publication by Indians, about Indians and for Indians.

III. Navajo Studies Program divided into three major areas:

Navajo C urses

a, Navajo History and Culture
b. Navajo Language
C. Navajo Arts and Crafts

Z. American Indian Seulinar

Indian Courses

1.95



IV. Course Description for Navajo Studies

NS 100 Navajo Silversmithing (Credits arranged)
In roduction to Navafa Silversmithing with
emphasis on design, materials and skills,
including stone cutting and the use of copper,
silver and turquoise- The course advances
students toward craftsman status.

NS 101 Navajo Weaving (Credits arranged)
Introduction to Navajo weaving, emphasizing
carding, spinning, dyeing and weaving regular,
double and two-faced weaves.

NS 102 Other Navajo Crafts (Credits arranged)
InstruCtien will be provided in such areas
as basketry, pottery, moccasin making and leather
crafts. Each semester, one of these crafts will
be offered- Students should consult the Director
of the Navajo Studies Program to determine when
each craft will be offered.

MS 131 Navajo History_and Culture I (In Navajo) (3)

Examines the origin Of the Navajo people as seen
through the eyes of the Navajos. Various Navajo
origin myths will be discussed. Field trips will
be made to many of the places prominent in the
myths. Included will be a brief exploration of
archaeological evidence and its relationship to
this early period. One section in English.

NS 132 Navajo History and Culture II (In Navajo) (3)

Examines Navajo History from the Long Walk to 1960.

Navajp sources and authorities I. are
emphasized and compared with information available
from anthropologists and historians. Development
of Navajo attitudes toward such issues as education,
stock reduction and government are explored. One
section in English.

NS 140 Navajo_ Language](3)
This course is for Navajo speakers and is designed
to develop skills in reading and writing Navajo as
well as an understanding of the language, its sound
and structure. Prerequisite: fluency in Navajo.

NS 141 11..d_P_MUMIg._:LL (3)
For the Navajo speaker, this course develops additional
skills in reading and writing Navajo through use of
Navajo literature_ Prerequis te: Navajo Language I
or permission of instructor.
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NS 142 Nava o Lan ua e (Conversation) (3)

A course for individuals who do not speak Navajo
aimed at mastery of pronunciation, identification
of sounds and thought patterns, vocabulary and
conversation.

NS 143 Nava o Creative Writing (3)
The development of skills in creatiye writing and
a critical awareness of the power and potential of
the language. Prerequisite: Permission of instructor.

NS Navajo Histor and Culture III ( n Navajo) (3)
The Navajo Nation today and tomorrow is the focus of
this course. Problems, programs and progress of the
tribe are examined, including tribal government, re-
lationship with state and federal governments, the role
of Navajo youn, education, taxation, etc. One section
in English.

NS 250 Navajo and Ac u turation (3)
A study of cdture change as exemplified in the growth
and development of the Navajo Nation. Factors related
to.the acceptance and rejection of cultural traits will
be explored. The mutual impacts of the dominant and
Navajo cultures upon each other will be studied.

IS 120- American Indian Seminar (3)
121 This seminar brings outstanding Indian leaders to

discuss contemporary Indian Affairs. Presentations
are followed by small group discussions to explore
in depth the issues and opportunities facing the
Indian today. Seminar topics indlude those most current
and vital in the broad area of Indian Affairs.

IS 122 contemporary Indian Affairs (3)
Examines policies and programs which deal with the
AmehCan Indian today. The role of the Indian in ché
development of such policies and program is explored.
Major problems and opportunities facing the American
Indian are analyzed.

IS 130 Indians of the America (3)
This survey of the American Indian population of the
western hemisphere concentrates on the 30 million
Indians of Meso-America and South America: back-
ground, social and economic circumstances and the
changes under way.

IS 140 American Indian Economic Development (3)
In this introductory course in economics and economic
analysis special attention is given to continuing
economic development of Indian comMunities.
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IS 141
241

IS 150

IS 170

IS 231

IS 232

IS 233

IS _34

-Economics WorkshE_SCredits arranged) See Economic
141-241
Students choose one or more of the important eco omic
proh-Lems which Indians are seeking to solve-the creation
of an Indian development fund, as an example at one
extreme, or the establishment of a college business
cooperative as an example at the other extreme. The
course will be built around the solution of the problem
according tc economic principles.

Indian Law and Government (3)
Examines Indian law and those actions and decisions
which have shaped it. The relationship of tribal, state
and federal gover. tint LS examined.

Eploring Indian Art. (credits arranged) See: Art 170
To provide a basic knowledge and appreciation of art
by exposing students to a variety of art activities
such as: exhibits, guest artists, slide presentations,
quality films, plays, music, etc. Included also are
sessions devoted to actual creation of art works_ As
far as possible, Indian examples will be used. Credit
is given according to the students ability to de-
monstrate understanding of art elements and principles.

Indians -f the United State 3)
A survey of the Indian Tribes of the United States.
Special attention is given to the cultural characteristics
of selected tribes in different parts of the country.
Emphasis is on the present and the future.

Southw stern Indian Tribes (3)
Provides an understanding of the past, present and
future of selected Southwestern Indian Tribes. Visits
to certain tribes will be made. Tribal officials will
visit class. Similarities and differences among the
tribes will be explored-

The Plans Indians (3)
Provides an understanding of the past, present and
future of selected Plains Indian tribes. A limited
number of visitsto such tribes and from tribal leaders
will be made. Similarities and differences among the
tribes will be explored.

The_UrbanTIndian (3)
The peculiar circumstance of the urban Indian is
discussed. Factors relating to his adjustment are
explored, w th emphasis upon Indian identity.
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IS 251 Hi tor of Indian Affai (3)
An overview of the rela ions between the Indian and
non-indian from the day of first contact to the present.
The origin of present government policies and programs
is reviewed from the point of view of the Indian.

252 An lo-Indian relations (3) See: Hist. 252
An investigation oftt1e bases for conflict between
Anglos and different American Indian tribes from the
17th century to the present; social institutions,
customs and practices will be studied to reveal the
nature of culture conflict and social change. A
strong stress will be place.d on the situation today
and the proposals f,or the future.



Navajo Studies Cours s

Offered in the

Fall Semester 1970

Navajo Community College

If any student has any questions concerning any of these
courses please contact Ruth Roessel, Director Navajo Studies.
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Course No: Navajo Studies 100

Course Title: Navajo Silversmithing

Instructor: Kenneth Begay

Students who wish to enroll in this course should be genuinely

interested in learning Navajo Silversmithing. The course will pro-

vide individual instruction from the top Navajo Silversmith. In-

cluded in the instructional program will be cutting, filing, solder-

ing, buffing, hammered and cast silver as well as lapidary work.

Students who have net had any previous experience in Silversmith-

ing and yet really want to learn are welcome. In addition, students

who already know how to do silversmithing are welcome and the course

will be directed at futher advancing and developing their skills.

Schedules are flexible so as to make it possible for most

students to fit this course into their program if they so desire.

There is one evening section of the class taught Tuesday evening.
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Course Not Navajo Studies 101

Course Title: Navajo Weaving

Course Instructor: Mabel Myers

This c urse is designed to teach students Navajo Weaving.

Proper carding, spinning, washing and dying wool will be taught as

well as the different kinds of weaves such as regular, double and

two face. Every student will make and string her own loom ad will

be guided by one of the reservations top weavers.

Students will learn about the parts of various plants and' how

they are used to produce vegetable dyes. The proper u9e of aniline

dyes will also be discussed.

The entire emphasis of the class is to learn by doing and the

course is designed to take each stud nt where she is in her know-

ledge of weaving and futher expand and devel p her skills.
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Course No; Navajo Studies loa A

Course Title: Other Navajo Crafts - Leather

Course Instructor: Thomas Wheeler

This course is aimed at teaching the s udents the skills and

techniques involved in leather craft. Tooling and carving will be

taught as well as how to dye leather.

Every student will progress at his own rate and the articles

made will depend on the skill and progress of the students.

Students will make such items as belts, purses, chaps, wallets,

and other items.

In addition ot learning leather craft interested students

will learn braiding leather.

The instructor in the course is highly skilled in all aspects

of leather work including the making of saddles.
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Course No: Navajo Studies 102 B

Course Titl- Other Navajo Crafts Basketmakinq

Course Instructor: Alta Chee Yellowhair

This course is designed for those people who speak fluent

Navajo and who wish to learn the rlmost lost art of Navajo basket

making. Several years ago there were less than a dozen women on

the entire reservation that knew how to make traditional and

authentic Navajo baskets. In as much as-these baskets are still

used in many Navajo ceremonies the demand for them is very great.

The course will deal with the finding, cutting and preparation

of the materials to be used as well as the actual weaving of the

basket. The making of two basic types of_Navajo baskets will be taught:

The pitch covered water jug and the Navajo wedding basket.

The various restrictions on making and finishing these baskets

will also be taught.

The instructor is recognized as one of the finest basketmakers

on the reservation and is herself the product of Rough Rock Demon-

stration School Training.
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Course No: Navajo Studies 131 (Section 1 2, and 3)

Course Title: Navajo History and Culture I (The Origin of the
Navajo)

Course Instructor: Mike Mitchell (Section 1 and 2)
Or. Robert A. Roessel, Jr. (Section 3)

This course deals with the Origin f the Navajo as seen t rough

their own stories. The various underworlds will be studied as will

be the circumstances that prompted the movement of the people into

each successive world.

The Emergence of the Navaio into this world and the Birth and

growth of Changing Woman, the birth of the Twins, their journey to

their father, the death of the monsters and the return of Changing

Woman to the West will all be included.

Navajo elders and medicine men will be brought to the class

and field trips will be taken to actually see some of the places

where these early events took place.

The course provides the foundation for interested Navajo to

understand the rich beauty and dignity of the heritage of all Navajo.

Navajo History and Culture I is the first course in the sequence

of three dealing with the History of the Navajo.

Sections 1 and 2 are taught in Navajo and are open only to fluent

_akers of Navajo.

The Instructor for section 1 and.2 is a person widely respeeted

for his wide knowledge and deep understanding of Navajo traditions

and history.

Section 3 will be taught in English by Bob Roessel.
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Course No: Navajo Studies 132

Course Title: Navajo History and Culture II (The Navajo up to
1960)

Course Instructor: Ruth Roessel

This is the second course in the sequence of Navajo History and

Culture. The courses do not have to be taken in orar but are struc-

tured so a student could take any of the three in any order he chose.

Navajo History and Culture II begins with the formation of the Navajo

as discussed in the first course and takes the Navajo through the

period of contact with the first non-Indian, the Long Walk, Stock

Reduction, World War II, the birth of the Navajo Nation and up to

1960.

The course is designed to present the picture of Navajo growth

and development from the Navajo point of view and as seen by Navajo

themselves. Writings of outsiders will be used only to contra t

and to compare to Navajo attitudes and interpretations.

Field trips will be taken to historical places of importance

to the Navajos and Navajo elders will be Erequent visitors to the

class to tell their own stories of what took place.
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C-urse No: Navajo Studies 140

Course Title: Navajo Language

Course Instructor: William (Organ

This course is designed for Navajo speakers and is aimed at

developing skills in reading and writing N.?,vajo as well as under-

standing the nature and composition of the language, itv sou ds

and structure. While most navajos can speak their language re-

latively few are able to read and write it.

The Instructor iS one who is prominent in the development of a

workable system of reading and writing Navajo and has authored or

co-authored many of the major works dealing with Navajo language
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Course No: Navajo Studies 141

Course Title: Navajo Language 11

Course Instructor: WilliaM Morgan

This is the advanced course for those fluent in Navajo and

who are advanced in the reading and writing of Navajo. The study

of Navajo literature forms a part of this course and it is expected

that students enrolled will be able to read in Navajo outstanding

examples of Navajo literature.

The Instructor is a person who is considered to be the fore-

most authority in the field of Navajo Language.



Course No: Navajo Studies 142

Course Title: Navajo Language - Conversation

Course Instructor: William Morgan

-This course is for those individuals who do not speak Navajo

and yet want to learn. It is primarily aimed at providing mastery

at learning to speak Navajo and it is not a course in linguistics

whidh examines in depth the structure of the language.

The course would be especially suitable for those teachers,

administrators, doctors and others, who serve and service the Navajo

people and who by obtaining even a limited vocabulary and a limited'

ability to speak Navajo, would better be able to carry out their

assigned responsibilities.

The course _s offered in the evening (on Tuesday and Thursday)

so that more people who work could take part in it.

The Instructor is famous throughout the Navajo reservation as

being the outstanding authority in teaching the Navajo language to

non-Navajos.
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Course No: Indian Studies 231

Course Title: Indians of the Untied States

Course Instructor: Gary Witherspoon

This course will focus on kinship and social organization among

a selected number of American Tribes. Tribes to be covered in this

course will probably include the Mavajo, Hopi, Kwakiutul, Crow, Tewa,

and Omaha. Depending on the intereste of those who register for the

class some other tribes may be included. The number of tribes

studied will be limited to siX, providing about two weeks of stud-

on each tribe.

The class will involve a combination of lectures, discussions,

and student reports. Students will be expected to read about 20 to

30 pages per class hour. Each student will also be expected to do

one written paper and one oral rcTort, or two written papers. There

will be one take home examination of the essay type, and no in- lass

examinations.

The course is for Indians who are interested in the social life

and organization of other tribes, and who wish to compare this to

social life and organization among their own tribe. Non-Indian

students who are interested in American Indians are also welcome.

There will be selected readings from various books on each of

the tribes.
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Course No: Navajo Studies 233

Course Title; Navajo History and cultu III (The Navajo from
1960 to Today and Tomorrow)

Course Instructor: Gary Witherspoon

This course will deal with current issues, programs, a d problems

on the Navajo Reservation. Areas to be covered will include Tribal

Government and Tribal politics, Federal programs on the r servation,

Navajo education, fencing and land tenure, g azing regulations,

Tribal enterprises, business development and industrialization; and

other issues which are of interest to those who enroll in the class.

This class will involve mostly discussion and oral and written

reports. Readin assignments will be minimal. The emphasis will

be searching, thinking, seri ing, and discussing4

Although the course is designed for Navajo students, others

may take the course if they wish to do so.



NAVAJO LANGUAGE

Haagoosh Diniya

Haagoosh diniya shida i?

Kingoo dey .

e ee
Nizhe,e

e
haagoosh deeya?

Shizh'e e shimgs'a.ni yighan oo deeya.

FF , ,

Haagoosh dinya shizhe'e?

Nicheii bighangoo deya.

Da doo shima bighangoo diniyaa da?

Dooda doo nima bIghangoo doo deyaa da.

Shi ald6 doo shimg' bighang6(5 deyga da .

Dishoo''zh

Deet'aazh

e e e I e

Haagoo dishoolaazh shima?
Fe e

Kingoo deet'aazh.

Tsinaabaas bee deet'aazh.
cc_

Schicheii ani, shiai'do deya ni.

Nicheii atdo' deya.

Mary doo kii haagoo dishoolaazh?

Dine Ts'osi bighangoo deet' _zh.

RECEIVED

mi? 3 197
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NAVAJO LANGUAGE

Reading in Navajo.

Be' k'e'alchihi
/ 0

Dii be'ak'e'alchihi wolye.

Haish bibe'akte'alchihi ate

Haish bibe'ak e'alchihi ate?

Ef sni shibe'ak'e'alchihi ate.

Dii hai binaaltsoos?

Ei atdo' shi shinaaltsoos ate.

Mary d ' binaaltSoos holO,

0 e

Mary do' bibelak'e'alchihi holo.

Bizaad Yinishtas

Dine bizaad shit y a 'eeh.

e

Dine bizaad yinishta'.

Din bizaad y nishta' shit

Dii naaltsoos shit

e

Shibe'akle'alchihi holoogo
(".

0,
Shinaaltsoos doo

'at ee

e e ee
shit ya at'eeh.

shibe'ak'e'alchihi holo.

13



NAVAJO LANGUAGE

Reading in Navajo.

Haigo Deesk'aaz

Haigo doo deesdoi da.

Haigo kodi e deesk'aaz.

Deesk'aazgo shiF yt'e.e.h.

Kodi deesk'aazgo Jim bi4. yA'tq6h.

Haigo shighandi deeskiaaz.

Haigo shicheii bighangi deesk'aaz.

Haigo deesk'aaz olta'di.

S I

' -Mos ate.

Dii shima bimosi ate.

Dii shima bimosi yazhi ate.

Mosi yazhi bima hot?.

Shima bimosi yazhi taa.

Shima bitsill bimosi holo.

Shima badi bimosi hoio.
4
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Draper Navajo Language

Bilagaana

..--

Ghaaji nidiziidigii biyi' bilagaana Tii yee naalzheeh jine.

Bilagaana ei bitii nizhoni doo .1-ib'a-go bee kikizh jinf. Koo sinizi
t

t C 4

e ee
ni aadoo bee'eldooh dahyidii yi biih diyeeshee-t nizingo.

C
/.
Ei yigaalgo bidh bik'ee dadilj gh. Y kgedadiiyg gad661"

yigaa,tgo bee'eldooh yitdge-sgg. Bilaggana yT, bg nahookaad.
cc

..- - , -,
,

,-

Biih leh nilagoo sizi nizingo akone aziitdoon. AzifTdoon
te t cc CC

e, ee e e e ee ,
naagoo niiya bilii yitadeeslooh i'a. Aadoo bilagaana yee

tc cc cc

biti'gg' bingkg. nizhaazgo nazg.


