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"Indeed -~ and contrary to popular opinion -- our educational
system has proven remarkably responsiveée to changing social de-
mands. Few other social institutions have changed so quickly
and so peacefully. Perhaps these changes have taken place too
smoothly, for the ease of transition has allowed most of us to
keep on judging and thinking about post—-secondary education

just as we did more than two decades ago. Consequently, we

ties before the change from elite to mass education.

"We think that many of the changes which accompanied the growth
of post-szcondary education during the past decades were desi-
rable. 1In fact, we want to warn against attempts to bring back
some of the features of previous eras....

cessibility to post-secondary education would be the continu-
ation of a class system in education. We fear the desvelopment
of sharp social distin~tions between two or three types of in-
stitutions, such as colleges of applied arts and technelogy
view as dinevitable and others as even desirable. However, while
we recognize the need for different kinds of post-secondary
education, we view all forms of post-secondary education as
equally important. Obviously, we cannot issue an edict on
social values nor can we ask the govermment to do so. But our
recommendations will suggest a number of ways to nullify or at
least minimize the development of such unjust and wasteful
distinctions."

~— Commission on Post-Secondary Education
in Ontario: Draft Report (January 1972)
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I. PREFACE

This report is part of a research program of community col-
leges in British Columbia. The objective of the research is to assess
the impact of colleges from the point of view of the student, the
community and the educational system, and to develop practical means
of producing such information on an on-going basis for educational

planning purposes.

The study is financed by a grant from the Donner Canadian
Foundation, and is under the direction of Dr. Jobn D. Dennison of the

University of British Columbia and Mr. Alex Tunner of B.C. Research.

A major survey of first-year ccllege and university students
in British Columbia was carried out in the fall of 1971. Over 11,000

responses were obtained.

College students were asked to complete three separate ques-
tiomnaires:
1. A Socio-Economic Survey requiring about 5 minutes to
complete}
2. An Opinion Suxvey requiring about 15 minutes;

3. An Achievement Test based on English vocabulary and
mathematical skills which requires 40 minutes.

University students were asked to complete only the Socio—-Economic

Survey.

The Socio-Economic Survey will be used to compare the back-
grounds of studants attending thevarious institutions and to determine
to what extend they are representative of the nopulation of the

Province. The Opinion Questionnaire aims to examine the student's

4
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perception and expectation of his college. The Achievement Test is
aimed at getting better estimates of the academic background of stu-
dents entering college and how these diifer from university students

who were surveyed using the same test in the past.



II. _INTRODUCTION

This report is the first in a series dealing with the socio-
economic background of students entering post-secondary educational
institutions in British Columbia in the fall of 1971. The report will
show a detailed breakdown of the responses of students to the questions
in the Socio-Economie Survey, a copy of which will be found at the
back of this report. Responses to the items will be given in percen-

tages of students reacting to each category within the question.

No statistical analyses are made in this report. These wiil
form the bases for further studies in this series, and comparisons
will be made with the results of the 1971 Census of Canada as soon as

these are available.

This report will, however, incorporate some general observa-
tions of the information obtained, and attention will be drawn to

those trends and indications which appear to be of particular interest.

This report will be circulated among those concerned with
such information to elicit from them specific questions which require

8 more detailed examination of the findings.

This report must not be regarded as a study in isolation
from other information. These socio-economic data are but one facet
of the study of post-secondary students. Additional data are being
assembled which, together with the information found in this report,

will form the basis of a comprehensive analysis of such students.



III. SOME OBJECTIVES OF THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC SURVEY

1. To develop a descriptive profile of the community
college student. One facet of such a profile is a
description of the student's socio-economic hackground.
The community college has projected itself as being
"community oriented" and, as such, should provide
educational opportunities for a broad representation
of the community. The study will show the breadth
of represeutaticn of the community which is found

among community college students.

2. To examine the extent to which students in particular
colleges are representative of the immediate community
which supports the college. This relationship is
peculiar to the nature of the college as a community
institution. Such information has considerable
implications, for example, for questions of college

site selection. This objective will be met by

"]

comparing the socio-economic description of th

1

students entering the college with the socio~economic
description of the immediate community as determined

by the 1971 Census of Canada.

To examine the kind of student, in socio-economic

W
M

terms, whe takes the various programs available in
colliege. Do étudents in academic transfer programs
differ significantly from students who enrol in tech-
nical vocational programs?. Such information contri~
butes to understanding the/behaviour patterns of
students from particular ﬁackgrcunds, and to assessing

the appeal of the collége programs offered.
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To compare community college students in socio-—
economic terms with students who enter other types
of post-secondary educational institutions.
Examples of the latter include public and private
universities, private colleges and the technical
institutes. To reach this objective, data from
these other types of institutions were also col-
lected. This question is impotrtant to assess the
impact of the community college upon the "demo-
cratization" process in educational opportunity.
Do the colleges attract students who would not
ordinarily enrol in the traditional university?
If differences between student populations do

exist, to what extend are they real?

To examine the background of current college stu-
dents to determine to what extent their decision

to enter college iz different from that of their
parents and siblings. In this context one might
ask whether 'college-going" behaviour in today's
students differs from that of their parents and
their brothers and sisters. Do community colleges
provide cpportunity for a new generation of college
going students? In this respect do they vary from

other post—secondary institutions?

To provide information of direct relevance to
enrolment forecasting by examining how participation
rates are affected by socio-economic background and
factors such as cost, distance, transfer arrange-

ments and programs.



IV. _THE 3

C_SURVEY

Previous itudiss and dnmumerable publications in the fields
of sociology, ¢cowmmics and education have recorded a number of factors
as indicative of socio-economic status, and populations are classifiead

and compared on this hasis.

The design of the sccio-economic questionnaire is. based upon
information gathered from a number of sources, including Statisties
Canada, the Economic Council of Canada, the 1971 Census of Canada, the
Pike Report,! the S.C.0.P.E. Study,2 and a pilot report compiled in
1970.3 Primarily, it was intended to make certain comparisons using
the data obtained in this study with similar information obtained in

the 1971 Census.

In its original form the questionnaire contained a large
collection of items, many of which were eliminated or re-worded after
consultation with a number of qualified judges. Eventually the ques-

tionnaire shown in Appendix A was produced.

After considerable debate, it was decided that the respon-
dent should not be asked to identify himself. Although this would
make it impossible to compare individual socio-economic data with
other types of data, it avoids anj possitle invasion of privacy and
will, therefore, provide a grester and more valid response to guestions
such as parents' income. While the data thus obtained become collective
data, they will allow for institutional comparisons between public and

private colleges, universities, and, eventually, Census data.

A short rationale is provided for each item, identified by

the numbers under which they appear in the Survey.




#2. Permanent place of residence and
Census number of place of residence

This information will allow for immediate comparison with
geographical units defined in the Canadian Census and will permit com-
parison of socio—economic student data with that for the surrounding

community.

Data from this question will permit classifying students
according to the various programs offered by the college. Such infor-
mation is particularly significant for the comprehensive community
college which has incorporated a number of program alternatives iu

its curricula design.

#4. Number of college courses you are currently taking

fied into part time and full time.

#5. How long is it since you left high school?

This question is important in assessing the educational
pattern followed by the college population, and provides information

about the flow of students into and out of the educational system.

#6,7. Sex =nd Age

It is important to be able to classify students entering

different programs at each institution according to age and sex both

20
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from the point of view of curriculum planning and enrolment forecasting.
Indications are that colleges are attracting a higher percentage of

mature students than the universities.

#8,9. Father's and mother's occupations

This factor is a fairly traditional indicator of socio-
economic status. The categories used were taken from Census sources
and were selected to allow for direct comparison with Census data.
The categories were placed in alphabetical order and examples for
each were added to make identification more valid. The category of
"other" allows subjects to indicate that the list was not complete

in their case.

#10,11. Father's and mother's education, highest level completed

This factor is another fairly traditional indicator of
socio-economic status. The categories themselves are often used in
population studies, so that comparisons with results from other sources

will be possibile.

#12. Education of siblings, highest level completed

Essentially the same reasons expressed above are applicable
to this question. It is of interest to know to what extent the
"college-going" behaviour indicated by the current student population
is different from that of their older siblings and to what extent were
the students tested the first in their families to take the opportuni-

ty for a college education.

12



This question was drawn from the §.C.0.P.E. study where a
very important relationship was found to exist between the time of
decision to enter college and the probability of actually doing so.
The earlier the student's decision, the greater his chance of going
to college. Whether or not this relationship is the same in British
Columbia is an importamt question. In addition, the development of
community colleges has suggested that the availability of educationsal

opportunities has an important effect on the decision tc enrol.

#14. What is the approximate total income of your father and mother?

This question is an obvious one in a socio-economic study,
and is often used in population studies. The breakdown in categories
is the same as used by Statistics Canada and was duplicated in the
interests of future comparison, despite the unusual groupings of total
income. While this question is not always relevant to the adult stu-
dent, it does, in general, provide an indication of his socio-economic

background.

#15. Where was your father born?

This question was included to allow classification of the
socio-economic backgrounds of the students in this study. Consider-
able research has been conducted upon the varied ethnic origins of
the population of British Columbia. Clearly, the degree to which
this is reflected in students enrolled in post—-secondary education

is of interest.

12
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#16. Approximately how much do you expect to spend during your
college year on each of the following: Tuition, room,
clothing, travel?

The financial demands upon students enrolled in colleges and
universities have received continuing comment in both popular and
scholarly literature. In view of the diversity in student spending,
and of the importance of cost in a student's ability to enrol in post-
secondary education, it is important to know the extent of the princi-
pal areas of student expenditure. Variations in expenditure may be
considerable when types of institution, age and sex are taken into
account. Particularly important in this regard is the aim of the
community college to offer education at reasonable cost to the

student.

#17. What will be your main source of funds during your college year?

Again, this question seeks to determine another aspect of
the financial problems confronting college students. There have been
conflicting suggestions as to whether students from higher or lower
socio-economic backgrounds tended to qualify for scholarships. The

answer may well vary between institutions.

#18. Which of the following best describes your family's financial
position?

counsellors, allowed for a less complex expression of a student's view
of his family status, irrespective of income and parents' education

and occupation. It is difficult to classify a student's sccio-economic
status purely on the basis of information contained in the questionnaire.
Consequently, a student's perceptior: of his situaticn may ultimately

be a better measure.

13
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V. OBSERVATIONS ON THE DATA

General Comments

Before making specific observations on the tables which
contain the summarized results of the questionnaire items, it must be
re-emphasized that any couments made are merely impressions gained
from looking at the data, and should not be considered as final con—
clusions. Further reports will explore the presence of significant
differences between colleges on specific items and thereby meet the
objectives of the study. However, the observations herein will re-
flect some of the thinking which will lead to a more exacting analysis

of th~ data.

Collectively, the results of the various items of the
questionnaire suggest that there are descriptively different Eroups
of students entering the various types of poist-secondary institutions.
In other words, from a socio-economic point of view, the students
entering community colleges differ in several respects from students
entering the universities, the technisal-vocational institutions, and

the private colleges. Comments on individual questions follow.

#3. Program Taken at College

As was to be anticipated, almost all students at B.C.I.T.
identified themselves as being on "career" programs; very few felt
that their particular program was "university transfer", Conversely,
all university students and almost all private college students claimed
to be on academic programs. The percertages in the colleges, however,
seemed to be related to whether or not amalgamation had occurred with
vocational schools. Where such was the case (Malaspina, New Caledonia,

and to a lesser extent, Camosun and Cariboo), approximately half

14



the students were "academic". In the other colleges, career program
students compose a considerable minority. Response from Vancouver
School of Art showed a high percentage of students on programs other
than academic or career, while students at the S5pecial Programs Divi-
sion of Vancouver City College comprise a considerable percentage on

"college preparatory” (high school completion) programs.

#4. Number of College Courses Taken

In this particular category there was considerable variation
between the institutions. The current definition of "full time stu-
dent'" (five or more courses) and "part time student" (less than five
courses) was applied to the results and the two categories summarized

in Table 4A.

The universities, Trinity College, V.5.A. and B.C.I.T. re-
ported almost all students as "full time". This was to be expected.
At B.C.I.T. only students on the full-time (day) program were surveyed
and not those on the part-time (night) programs. However, the varia-
tions among community colleges were remarkable and will require fur-
ther investigation into the types of students responding to the

questicnnaire.

#5. Length of Time Since Leaving High School

The results of this question were directly related to the

age of the respondent and to the particular type of institution.

A large majority of university and Trinity College students
enrolled immediately following high school. On the other hand, the
public colleges reporced reasonably large percentages of students

enrolling at college ten or more years after leaving high school.

1o
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This phenomenon was particularly true in colleges reporting large per-

' students: e.g., V.C.C.

centages of "career'" and "college preparatory’
(Special Programs), Camosun, Malaspina, New Caledonia, and the Vancouver
Vocational Institute. Interestingly enough, B.C.I.T. and V.S.A. repor-
ted a considerable number of students in the "five to nine years' after
high schocl category. Okanagan College showed the widest range in

response to this question.

#6. Sex of Students

There seemed to be no identifiable pattern here. The reasons
for the wide variation in the number of females at the public colleges
(26.7% at Selkirk to 53.3% at New Caledonia) will be investigated).:w
Sex breakdown at universities was in the 50 - 50 range, but in most

other instances men tended to form a majority.

#7. Age

In the interests cof making manageable comparisons, this table
(7) was collapsed into Table 7A which identified the first vear college
age students (16 - 19), the over 2D—yeaf—cld‘grou; of mature students,
and the high end of the mature scale (over 35). A rather remarkable
percentage of ''college age" students was found in the universities
(e.g., U.B.C. 94%, Trinity 89.9%, and, to a lesser extent, Selkirk 76.7%
and Capilano 71.6%). Conversely, high percentages of mature students
were found in most of the other colleges, including Columbia. Worth-—
while percentages of over 35-year-old students (i.e., over 5%) were
found only in public colleges (Camosun, Capilano, Douglas, Malaspina,
New Caledonia and V.C.C.}. 1In this category, Okanagan College showed
a remarkable 13.4%. ’

16




#8. Father's Occupation

Table 8 shows a complete breakdown of fathers' occupations
with evidence of considerable institutional variance. A separate
table (BA) was constructed to summarize the combined total of mana-
gerial/prifessional" category of fathers' occupations. This particu—
lar category is often used as a measure of high socio-economic status.
As expected, the universities ranked high, as did Capilano College and
the two private colleges, Trinity and Columbia. Differences within
the other institutions were clearly observable, though variations in
this category were considerable. A particular "character" description

T

of certain institutions was beginning to emerge.

#9. Mother's Occupation

A somewhat similar pattern was found on examination of stu-
dents' mothers. In this category, however, two factors in ervened.
The first was the large percentage of "housewives" in almost every
case; the other was that "professional" included "school tez er"
which may have applied tc a reasonable number of respondents. These
factors apparently contributed to certain observed difference with

the fathers' occupations. Further analysis is indicated hece.

#10. Father's Education

Predictably, father's education was related to occupation,
at least on an institutional basis. Again, in the interests of more
readable results, father's education was summarized into two extreme
categories -~ a "university degree and above", and "less than high
school completion'" (Table 10A). In the first category, the universi-
ties, Capilano College, Trinity College and Columbia College headed
the list. Conversely, reasonably high percentages in the second cate-
gory were found in the public colleges, B.C.I.T., and V.V.I. Again,

an indication of important institutional differences began to emerge.

17
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#11, Mother's Education

The great institutional differences found in fathers' edu-
cation were somewhat less apparent here, but the patterns were similar.
Further analysis of these factors, based upon the sex of the student,
seems worthy of consideration. Sex differences in college-going be-—

haviour could be related to the education of one or both parents.

#12, Highest Education of Siblings

There appeared to be little difference among students from
the various institutions when the education of their siblings was
examined. To gain a clearer picture of the data Table 12 was collapsed
into Table 12A to show the percentage of students from each college
who had siblings attending colleges or had siblings who had graduated
from post-secondary institutions. The variation in these percentages
was surprisingly small. It must be remembered that these data may be
distorted by certain other factors, for example, students whose sib-

lings were too young to qualify for college at the time.

#13. When Did You Decide To Go To College?

This question produced data (Table 13) which appeared to be
significant and hence invited further analysis. By far the largest
percentages of students who indicated that their decision was made in
elementary school were enrolled in universities. Conversely, students
attending public colleges were clearly in the majoricy among those re—
porting that their decision was made after high school (Table 13A).
These data suggest that the availability of the colleges, most of
which were opened very recently, had considerable influence upon the
decision to attend. As this factor contains implications for assess—
ment of the impact of colleges upon society and upon enrolment in

posi-secondary education, it deserves much deeper analysis.

18
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#14. Parents' Income

As would be expected, this question produced a reasonably
large percentage of 'mo-responses'. However, it is difficult to say
whether this reaction was produced because students were reluctant to
reply or whether they did not know the auswer. When the breakdown of
other responses from various institutions was examined, the results
seemed to be in keeping with the picture established by parents' occu-
pation and education. To facilitate the handling of data the overall
responses in Table 14 were summarized into the four categories of
Table 14A. The largest percentages of upper income families ($20,000
or more per year) were found in students from Capilanoc College, Colum-
bia College and two of the universities. On the other hand, the high
percentages of low income (under $5,000) student families appeared to
be in the public colleges, particularly Camosun, Douglas, Malaspina,
Okanagan, Cariboo, New Caledonia and Vancouver City College. The lat-
ter appeared to attract students covering the widest range of sccio-
economic backgrounds. Of the universities, Simon Fraser and Notre

Dame seemed to enrol many students from "middle in.ome" families.

#15. Where Was Your Father Born?

The responses to this question underscored the wide diver-
gence of ethnic backgrounds of college and univer.ity students. In
one sense, it reflects the extent of the concern for higher education
among second-generation Canadians. Inspection of the data indicated
that the colleges were attracting an even wider socio-ethnic group of
students than the universities. A detailed inspection of the distri-
bution in institutions such as Douglas College and the various compo-
nents of V.C.C. produced results which could be considered quite re-
markable. Special interest groups under this category might include
the high percentage of Asian-background students at V.C.C. and the
Canada (Other) percentage at Selkirk College.

13



Perhaps the most disappointing aspect of Table 15 is the rather low
percentage of students of Indian-Eskimo background. Only in Cariboo,
Camosun, Malaspina, New Caledonia and the Vancouver School of Art are

the percentages of students in this category in any way encouraging.

The data in this Table (16) indicated that the larg=st
amounts in this category were spent by university students and by
students In private colleges. In the public colleges, B.C.I.T., and
the various components of Vancouver City College, student fees were
generally less than $300. These figures support the view that their
college attendance would be financially less demanding upon the

student.

#16. How Much Will You Spend on Room and Board, Clothing
and Incidentals, Travel and Car?

To each of these questions, responses seemed to suggest 1
little difference between institutions, although a more complete ana- 3
lysis is indicated. Apart from institutions where students tended to é
live in resldence, e.g., Trinity and Notre Dame, amounts reported were
generally low. However, this was also true to a lesser extent in in-
stitutions which attracted students from a "provincial base" rather
than a "local community" base. Institutions in the first category
included B.C.I.T., V.5.A., V.V.I. and U.B.C. Again, students attend-

ing public community colleges seemed to have financial advantages.

#17. Main Source of Funds?

This question produced some interesting responses which are

summarized in Table 17. Some results are explainable, others are not,

Q 36
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and further analysis will be profitable. For some reason, the largest
percentsages of students depending upon their savings were found in the
universities, B.C.I.T., Trinity, Cariboo and Selkirk Colleges. As ex~-
pected, full-time jobs as the major source of funds were largely found
in institutions enrolling large percentages of part-time students
(Camosun and V.C.C. [Special Programs]). Loans were utilized to a
reascnable extent by students from private institutions, Trinity,
Columbia and Notre Dame. The larger percentages of students receiving
scholarships were apparently to be found in the universities. These
last figures suggest that scholarships might tend to be earned by stu- :
dents from the higher socio-economic groups. In some institutions, 5
large percentages of students reported their major source of funds as
"Other". Examples in this category were Camosun, Malaspina, New Cale-
donia and the components of V.C.C., excluding the Langara campus. Each
of these institutions attracted high percentages of students in "career"
programs, anud probably these students would draw financial support from

various government sources, such as Canada Manpower programs.

Rl
3
2

#18. Which of the Following Best Describes

Your Family's Financial Position?

Table 18 summnarizes the responses to this question, and the
results support the data in previous tables. The largest percentages
of students declaring their families to be above average come from the
public universities and Capilano College, although several other in-
stitutions were close behind. On the other hand, the majority of stu-
dents indicating that their family's finanecial position was '""Below
Average" came from public colleges, V.C.C., Camosun, Malaspina, Oka-
nagan, B.C.I.T. and New Caledonia. Of added interest was the reason-—
ably high percentdge of students in this category at Trinity College

and Simon Fraser University.

O
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CONCLUDING COMMENTS

While this report is but a description of the data concerned
with the socio-economiec background of post=secondary students in Bri-
tish Columbia and while these are vet to be submitted to statistical

analyses, some general comments may be made.

1. There appear to be considerable differences among student
populations entering the various types of post-secondary dinstitutions
in British Columbia. These differences seem to be related to the type
of institution concerned (university, public or private ccllege;évcaa—
tional school or technical institutes) and apparently exist in many
dimensions (age, sex, socio-economic status, ethnic background and

financlal position).

2. The institutions which heve developed most recently, pri-
marily public colleges, seem to be attracting "different" types of
student, in terms of socio-economic background, from those students
who have, in the past, tended to enrol at the traditiomal universities.
These new student populations represent a much broader socio-economic
spectrum and include a high proportion of "first generation" college

attendees.

3. Students attending private institutions retain certain dif—
ferences within the characteristics examined in the report. These
differences again reflect the types of institution concerned. For
example, Columbia College and Trinity College conrol two unique, and

quite different, groups of students.
4. Differences among public college students seem to reflect

the development of the college concerned. Although only students

attending what can be called '"college programs" were surveyed while

v
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those on short-term (less than four months) courses were not, the
colleges which have recently amalgamated with vocational schools
showed descriptively different student populations from those who

have not taken this step.

5. Certain questions produced data which immediately gave rise
to further conjecture. The "time of decision to go to college" ques-—
tion brought results which suggest that the availability of the in-

stitution is for many the important factor in the decision to begin

higher education. If this hypothesis is supported by further analysis,

one of the most important functions of the colleges will have been
fulfilled. This may, in future, lead to significantly increased uni-
versity enrolment in the third year and beyond, particularly if the
universities begin to offer degree programs requiring only part-time

attendance.

6. Two other important populations must be compared with the
population profiles produced in this study. Using 1971 Census of
Canada data comparisons will be made between post-secondary college
students and the population at large. The second group requiring in-
vestigation is that of "college age" students who are not enrolled in
any type of educational institution. At this stage compaiison with
the Census data is a matter of time. Procedures for the second com-
parison have not yet been devised, but it is hoped that a survey of

graduating high-school students may be possible.

7. Data from this study will, in later reports, be integrated
with data on student aims, goals, opinions and aspirations, together
with their academic history. Only then will a fully comprehensive

analysis of post-secondary students be possible.

<3
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8. The major impression gained from inspectiun of the congider-
able amount of data collected is the tremendous scope of the post-—
secondary educational experience as reflect.d in the kinds of student
who are involved. The charge of "elitism", 'sually dirceted at the
universities, is by no means effectively dismissed, but the wilde vari-
ation of student background revealed in this study questions the ex-
tent to which the charge is true. As new institutions with daifferent
goals and procedures develop, opportunities will become availsble for
"new" kinds of students to participate in tertiary education. Perhaps
the important criterion is that these nev institutions becvme real
alternatives and not merely duplications of traditional models. The
indications are that such an ideal has become a reality in British

Columbia.
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VIII. TABULATION OF RESPONSES

Responses to each question in the Socio-Economic Suxrvey are
tabulated on the following pages. Each table deals with a single
question: however, a question may extend over more *han one page if
there are many response options (e.g., Table 8). A summary table

(e.g., Table 8A) sometimes follows.

Tables are numbered to correspond with the gquestion numbers
in the Survey, and the text of each question, as worded in the Survey,

is written at the top of the table.

The figures in each table indicate the percentagz of res—
ponses to each response option. based on the total number of positive
responses to that question. Non-responses, if any, are shown in the
extreme right column of each table, headed "N.R.", and represent the
percentage of non-responses to each question out of the total number
of questionnaires returned by each institution. Thus, for a particu-
lar question and a particular institution, the figures under the avail-

able response options (excluding N.R.) total 100%.

The enrolment figures shown on page 25 were reported by the
colleges as of 31 October, 1971, and by the universities as of 1 Decem-
ber, 1971. Estimating enrolments at institutions such as Vancouver
Voecational Institute and Vancouver Special Programs Divisional is par-
ticularly difficult. Most students there are on short-term, part-time
programs which begin and end at various times throughout the year, so

that it is not obvious exactly how enrolment should be defined.

<6
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The percentage figures in the right-hand column are based
on the total first year enrolment, although in many cases, as a matter
of practicnality, no attempt was made to survey all part-time students.
Fer e:ample, at B.C.I.T. only s.udents on the day programs, who are
largely full-time, were surveyed (for a response rate of 96%), and not
the part-time night program students. Taking this into account, the

overall response rate of the groups suvrveyed was about 75%.
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC SURVEY OF

FIRST-YEAR COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY STUDENTS, 1971

Responses Obtained

o " Total First Year " Students
College Enrolment| Enrolment __Responding
_ (Rﬂllgjl) Full-Time _ Tb;al ~ Total Percent
B.C.I.T. 6,137 1,511 3,380 1,450 42.9
7Camééun 7 %06* ) 44177 706 5Q5 %1.5
LCapilano 71,321 6367 i,ééorr 354 728;8 N
Cari;;o ] 7 égl 358 7 550 7 Zlbr 35:2
7CDiumbigr 380 . 7156 o 1567 : 70 751!5 B
Dougiés ) 2,40977 1,i93 7 1,9307 éSOr | 50.8
Malaspina 1,204 | 452 | 1,025 538 | 52.5
New Céiedoﬁiéﬁ Séé ) 7205 7 2557 ) 258 65.3
ékénagan | 7 78247 QSS 7 7057 365 51;8 )
Sélkirk 6é8 354 7 436 7331 7 56.977
Trinity 335 222 225 199 | 88.4
é? Igngara 7 4;6é§ ] 1;98977 | 3,2@0 1;084 i 33-5777
; éé;c. Prograﬁsr 1,800 7 N/AV i,ZQO 786 B WES.S
g Artrschﬁcli ) 368 116 7 1167 ) 86 74.21
§ ﬁgéatioﬁalT 7 1,3;0 N/A 1,390 “404 ) 29.1
Ccllage‘Tctal 23;551 8,098 16;}247 7,650 45;7
U.B;é#i 7 4719,240 2;93ﬁ 3,080 j2,256 73.2 )
Sigén Fr;éér o 4;776 1,028 BE l,Zdér 345 ég.éw
B;ch Vicgcﬁiarii S;Qéé 1;405”7 1,5&5 1;629 64.9
‘Notre Dame 519 187 | 190 153 | 80.5
G#ivéréity Téﬁal 7 7?5,955 5355i' 6;@55 7 3,7857 62;5
GRAND TOTAL 53,506 | 13,649 | 22,779 | 11,433 | 50.2

-k e ' , '
Does not include 686 College Preparatory students.
the VVI programs, enrolment fluctuates

tBecause of the nature of

throughout the year.
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC SURVEY

OF POST SECONDARY STUDENTS
NAME OR IDENTIFICATION NOT REQUIRED

Please place an “x" or “+” in the box beside your answer.
IGNORE ALL NUMBERS. They are for coding purposes only.

ABOUT THIS QUESTIONNAIRE . . .

This questionnaire Is part of a research study of community colleges in B.C. The purpose of the study is to
find out how well the college system is relating to the needs and expectations of cellege students and also ta the
needs and expectations of the community. It is trying to get a better.idea of the impact of colleges on the whole field
of education beyond secondary school level. It wants o take an honest look at what students in colleges are really
like, and what they feel about themselves and their education, It also hopes to discover whether or not a wide varisty
of people from all segments of the population are being attracted te community colleges, and if not, who is. So that
comparisons can be made, university studsnts will also be asked to complete this questionnaire.

The gathering of facts like these should mean that a much more realistic kind of information can be used in
planning for the future.

The colleges and the students attending them will gain the most from this reszarch, so we beg your patlence in
answering these questions,

This study is financed by a grant from the Donner Canadian Foundation &nd is being carried out by researchers
from the University of B.C. and from B.C. Research {an independent, non-profit organization).
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