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ABSTRACT This document reports on statistics regarding the
need for day care facilities for children under the age of six. It
also gives suggestions for making better use of' local day care
resources. Statistics show that: (1) There are more than 5 million
children in this country under the age of 6 whose mothers work; (2)
There are licensed day care facilities for only 600,000 of these
children; and (3) Approximately 1 million school-age children must
care for themselves while their parents work. Steps which can help
make quality care available for all of these children include: (1)
coordination of local day care resources, (2) the building of a 4-C
Program, i.e. a federally assisted Community Coordinated Child Care
program, and (3) organizing and training volunteers in the community.
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RE CRISIS - - everybody;

There are more than 5 million children
in this country under the age of 6 whose
mothers work.

There are licensed day care facilities for
only 500,000 of these children,

*There may be as many as a Million school.
age children, who must care for themselves
while their parents work. These -children
are often calleid -"latchkey, children,"
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With buildings, money, resources, and quali-
fied personnel to man day care centers in
woefully short supply, what can be done to
improve both the quality and quantity of day
care services?

coordination--the key
Communities can do a great deal to make

better use of their day care resources through
a coordination of local efforts. Coordination
mobilizes the skills of people to help all pro-
grams, eliminates wasteful competition, im-
proves training opportunities, saves dollars,
and inoreases the availability and use of

volunteers.

Congress believes coordination is so impor-
tant that it has instructed the Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare and the Office
of Economic Opportunity to find a way to
relate the various child care services which
receive Federal assistancepublic, voluntary,
or commercial at the Federal, State, and local
levels. This includes, but is not limited to,
services funded through public welfare agen-
cies, boards of education, and community
action agencies.
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to4-C -- a major

coordination
Recommended to States and communities

is a plan of action called the Community
Coordinated Child Care, or the 4-C, Program.
It provides a means by which all community
child care organizations can work together
they might plan programs together, exchange
staff and equipment, share training programs,
arrange joint procurement of supplies, or share
administrative personnel. These are just a few
waysbut all coordination efforts have one

purpose: expanded and improved services to
children and their families.

A 4-C Program may also concern itself with
other services to children, such as preschool
programs, child protective services, and foster

care.

-..

Someone--or some organization in each
communitymust take the lead in building a
4-C Program. This means groups of concerned
citizens, volunteering their time, seeking out
support, planning and working together.
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what can you do?
1 The first step is to contact nearby, familiar

sourcesthe head of your welfare depart-
ment, public schools, community action
agency, Head Start program, model cities
agency, your mayor or governor's office; also,
recreation department, health and welfare
council, council of churches, etc. Encourage
these agencies to work with interested citizens
in forming a 4-C Program.

2 Form a 4-C Booster Committee. Get in-
terested citizens to sit down together and

explore facts about child development and day
care service. Learn all you can about the
children reached, the quality and kinds of
services offered, the improvements needed.

3 Organize and train the volunteers in your
community:
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What are the day care opportuni-
ties for volunteers in your com-
munity?

IFor further 4-C information, writ*: td the Office
of Child Development, U.S. Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare, WaShington,
D.C. 20201, or contact the Office di Child
Development in the nearest HEW Regional
Office. . rt

U.S. Department of HEW
John Fitzgerald Kennedy Federal Building
Government ^enter
Boston, MasstAchusetts 02203

Telephone No. (617) 223-6450

U.S. Department of HEW
Federal Building
26 Federal Plaza
New York, New York 10007

Telephone No. (212) 264-2974

U.S. Department of HEW
401 Broad Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19108

Telephone No. (215) 597-9035

U.S. Department of HEW
PeachtreeSeventh Building
50 Seventh Street NE.Room 404
Atlanta, Georgia 30323

Telephone No. (404) 526-3936

U.S. Department of HEW
New Post Office Building
433 West Van Buren Street
Chicago, Illinois 60607

Telephone No. (312) 353-4698

U.S. Department of HEY/
1114 Commerce StreetRoom 910
Dallas, Texas 75202

Telephone No. (214) 749-2121

U.S. Department of HEW
Federal Office Building
601 East 12th Street
Kansas City, Missouri 64106

Telephene No. (816) 374-5401

U.S. Department of HEW
9107 Federal Bulloing
19th and Stout Streets
Denver, Colorado 80202

Telephone No. (303) 837-3106

U.S. Department Of HEW
Federal Office Building
50 Fulton StreetRoom 102
San Francisco, California 94102

Telephone No. (415) 556-7408

U.S. Department of HEW
1321 Second Avenue
Arcade Plaza Building
Seattle, Washington 98101

Telephone No. (206) 583-0482
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