ED 057 830
AUTHOR
TITLE
INSTITUTION
SPONS AGENCY
BUREAU NO
PUB DATE
GRANT

NOTE

EDRS PRICE
DESCRTIPTORS

IDENTIFIERS

ABSTRACT

DOCUMENT RESUME
52 LY 003 327

Benford, John Q.

Student Library Rescurce Regquirements in
Philadelphia, Phase III. Progress Report Covering
Phase TITI, June 15, 1970 = June 14, 1971.
Philadelphia School District, Pa.

NDffice of Education (DHEW), Washington, D.C. Bureau
of Research.

BrR—-8-0519

Jun 71

ORG-0—-8-080519-4594 (095)

20p.: (1 Reference)

MF-3%0.65 HC-%$3.29

Demonstration Projects; *Instructiocnal Materials
Centers; Libraries; Library Research; *Library
Services; *Planning; Resources; *School Libraries;
*Students .

*Philadelphia

The joint planning phase of a multi-phase research,

planning, and demonstration undertaking in the area of library
resources and services for students in Philadelphia is covered in

this report.

The major activities reported include (1) development of

processes for joint planning by the co-sponsoring organizations, (2)

identification . .of "candidate" areas for the demonstration program and
selection of the target community, (3) communication with target
community leaders, ({4) development of a profile of the community, (5)
development of the demonstration plan idea, and ({8) identification of
‘facilities to house the demonstration program. (A Special supplement
to this report is available as LI 003328)  (Author/NH)




U.5. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
EDUCATION & WELFARE
OFFICE OF EDUCATION

THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO-
DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIG-
INATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPIN-
IONS STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY
REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EDU-
"CATION POSITION OR POLICY.

ED057830

. PROGRESS REPORT
Covering Phase III, June 15, 1970 -~ June 14, 1971
Project No. 8~-0519
Grant No. OEG-0-8-080519-4594(095)

PHASE III

John Q. Benford
School District of Philadelphia

June, 1971

Br 8-05/7
g 5%

STUDENT LIBRARY RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS IN PHILADELPHIA

- pOSItlon or palicy. :

The research reported herein was performed pursuant to
a grant from the Office of Education, U, S. Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare. Contractors undertaking
such projects under Government sponsorship are encouraged
to. express freely their professional judgment in the conduct
of the project. Points of view or opinions stzted do not,
therefore, necessarily represent official Office of Educatiun

. Ui s. DEPARTMENT oF
ﬂEALTH EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
' Office of Education :
“Bureau of Research .



Introduction

The Community Council . . ... .. .. ... ...,
Establishing a Site Office . . . . . .. .. .. ...
Investigation of Sites and Facilities . . ... ... .....

Program and Collection . . . . . ... ... ... .......

1. Development of the Demonstration Plan Concept . . . .

II. Dissemination Activities . . . . . .. .. ... 000
TII. Capital Acquisitions . . . ... v v v v v cn v s o v o
IV. DataCollection . . ... ..« . v o vt o v vt vt a 0 o a s 20050
V. Staff Utilization . ............ B IR -
APPENDICES ....... e

CONTENTS

Activities and Accomplishments . ... ... f e e s s e e s e s s
Joint Planning . . . . . v vt v v vt b v s e e e e
Selection of a Target Community . . . .. ... .......
Community Involvement . . ... .. .. ... ... ... ..

A
B
C
D. The Community SUTVEY . . . . v« v s v o v v v v o o n v a o
E
¥
G
H



INTRODUCTION

This report covers the joint planning phase of a multi-phase research,
planuing, and demonstration undertaking in the area of library resources and
services for studerts in Philadelphia. Since its inception in 1968, the project
has had joint sponsorship of the School District of Philadelphia, the Archdiocese
of Philadelphia, The Free Library of Philadelphia, and certain of the inde-
pendent schools. Continuous funding for the project has been provided by the
United States Office i Education.

Phase I of the project was devoted to research design and to the devel-
opment and testing of data-gathering instruments. Extensive surveys of
students, teachers, library personnel and parents were undertaken in Phase II
and the :;esults of that research pointed to serious problems and unmet needs
in student iearning and media resources and systems, particularly in inner
city areas.

As an outgrowth of te research findings, Phase III was developed for
the purpose of testing and sclecting effective mechanisms and patterns of joint
planning by the School District, Archdiccesan schools, The Free Library, and
independent schools. This planning was to concentrate on the design of a spe-~
cific demonstration in one inner city area of an innovative community~based
Program Gf learning and media resources and services for students.

Joint planning by the school and public library organizations in Phila-
delphia was based on the concept that the major problems and needs divulged
by the Phase 1l research could best be met through cooperative action by the
school and public library organizations. The objectives set forth were:

1) to develop a program design for a subsequernt three to five year
innovative media center demonstration,

2) to develop a structure for continuing collaborative pla,muﬂg in one
inner city area, and

3) o provide a model for educational resources planning in other
‘areas of Philadelphia and in other large cities.

Plannﬂ:g for the Student Learning Center demonstration entailed a wide
spectrum of processes and mechanisms, both formal and informal. - At one end
. of the spectrum, there were written plans, memoranda, outlines, commiunity
proflles reviewed and approved in official sessions by the sponsoring organiza-
tions. - At the other end, there weré the many informal contacts = meetings,
cc»nsultatmns phone calls, and round-takle discussions - which in all had as
much to do with ach1evelglent of Phase 1II objectives as the more formal

ac&twlt;es

This report brieﬂy summarizes the accomplishments of Phase III - . the
test of jcunt planrung :L speclal supplement ti‘) thls re.pcrt L,Qntalns a selecfmn




The major activities covered in Phase III include 1) develupment of
processes for joint planning by the co-sponsoring organizations, 2) identifi~
cation of "candidate' areas for the demonstration program and selection of
the target community, 3) communication with target community leaders,

4) development of a profile of the community, 5) development of the demon-
stration plan idea, and &) identification of facilities to house the demonstra-
tion prograrn.

Project direction and staffing for Phase III has been provided through
the Student Library Research Center which has been responsible for the project
since its beginning.

la
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Activities and Accomplishments

Al

Joint Planning

Joint planning among Philadelphia school and public library organiza-
tions during Phase III has proved most fruitful in terms of achieving

the goal of developing preliminary plans for an inner city demonstration
project. At the completion of Phase III, there is agreement among the
organizations on 1) the concept of a student learning and media center
demonstration in one inner city community, 2) the target community
for the demonstration, 3) the Administrator for the demonstration
center, and 4) the proposals for funding the demonstration phase.

Research and planning were undertaken in Phase III in other important
areas on which final decisions will be made jointly by the co-sponsoring
organizations and the target community in Phase IV. These include

1) the nature, composition, and appointment of an advisory council
representing the target community, 2) selection of a suitable facility to
house the demonstration center, 3) recruitment and appointment of staff
and consultants for the center, 4) goals and objectives for the demon-
stration program, and 5) survey of the target community to obtain
additional information on community needs, aspirations, and interests.
Since the center is conceived as a collaborative undertaking by school
and public library organizations and the target community, the ideas
and interests of personnel in the co-sponsoring organizations and by
leaders in the community have been solicited by the Research Center
staff with the objective of accelerating the decision-making process
after funding for Phase IV has been obtained.

Further, the Research Center's staff had discussions with officials and
program supervisors of the school and public library organizations
around a variety of major problems divulgéd by the project research.

The:joint planning processes established during Phase III will be em-
ployed in seeking solutions to a number of these problems.

1. An informal "executive committee'’, composed of the Deputy Super-
intendent and the Directour of Federal Programs for the School
District, the Director of the Free Library, and the Archdiocesan
Director of School Libraries was utilized by the Research Center
to obtain clearances and approval of major planning decisions
required prior to gammunity involvement

2, An IntersAgeney Cm:nm;ttee establlshed in June 196‘8 as the co-
ordinating agency for the Project, was also active in the joint:
planning, The Committee is composed of administrative, super-
visory educational and 11brary personnel of the school and public
library systems; teachers, parents, and students; and representa-
tives crf the callege and un1vers;ty 11brarle.~:,.. ThlS Commlttee has

, Center. Materlals on 1) crlter;a for selectmn of. "ca.ndldate"

target communities; 2) prcflles of the COIIlmunltléS and 3) recom-
mendations of the co- spenscr1ng agencles ‘on the target. area were



reviewed with the Inter-Agency Committee. A meeting of this
Committee was held in June 1971 at which accord was reached on
both target area selection and other plans for the Center.

3. Communication channels were established between the Research
Center and the co-sponsoring agencies and, following its identifica-
tion in December, 1970, with the target community, These
channels took the form of personal, frequent contacts by the Re-
search Center Director and the Community Relations Coordinator
with officials and program personnel of the co-sponsoring agencies
and with selected leaders of the target arca. This was begun in
August 1970, and has continued throughout Phase II and beyond.
Supplementing these personal contacts, special written materials,
such as a concept paper on the Center, target area criteria and
profile, were submitted to these individuals for information and
review,

4, The target area community has been involved in planning through
frequent informal contacts by the Project Director and the Project
Community Relations Coordinator since September 1970. More
than thirty community leaders have been contacted, and the com-
munication channels have been kept open as plans and new ideas
come to fruition. Several of these leaders endorsed and signed the
proposal funding Phase IV by the U. S, Office of Education. It is
probable that some of these people will be members of the Commun~-
ity Counecil, which will be an integral part of the planning and con-
sultative process throughout the next phase of the Project.

Selection of a Target Community for the Demonstration

One of the major activities of Phase III was the selection of a target
area, Analysis of data compiled during Phase II of the Project indicated
that the unmet needs and problems of students related to library and
learning materials and services are accerbated in the more depressed
economic areas of the City. In spite of special efforts over the past
decade by the City's school and public library organizations to strengthen
library resources, facilities, and services in these areas, there are
serious unmet needs and problems.

With this knowledge in hand, the Research Center staff began the tasks
of 1) identifying ""candidate'' communities with the greatest unmet need,

as well as with some potential for benefiting from an innovative library-

learning center, and 2) selecting the target community from the list of
candidate communities. Ten communities were identified on the basis
of the following cr1ter;a wh;ch were developed by the Research Center
staff ' . o

(1) Socio-e cbnoni‘ic status

The schcmls in the comrnu;uty rank hlgher in the number of A1d to
‘Dependent Children cases and lower in termu Qf medla.n income
than those for the C1ty as a whole.



(2) Educational needs

(a) On the average, students in grades 1 through 6 in the community
are performing at levels below those for the City as a whole,

(b) Teacher inexperience and teacher turn-over rates are higher
than for the City as a whole.

(3) Library resource needs

(2) The elementary schools in the community do not have exemplary
library programs., An exemplary program is one that demon-
strates above average use of its materials, has an above aver-
age number of printed and A-V materials and equipment, has a
full-time, professional librarian, and serves as a learning
center for the school.

(b) The community either is served by a traditional public library
(one with little or no community-related programs) or is not
served at all (the nearest public library is more than 1/2 mile
from the center of the area), and there is no regular bookmobile
service in the community.

(c) No new public library is planned for the community within the
next five years, and no innovative library demonstration pro-
grams are in operation or planned before 1975.

(4) Community's potential for success in a demonstration project

(a) The community has indigenous leadership actively engaged in
improving and strengthening the community as a whole,

(b) There is evidence of community concern about library resources
for children and their parents.

(c) There is evidence of community receptiveness and cocperatmn
in a library demonstration program.

The next step was to determine the boundaries of each community and identify
the target student populations of each. Since the prescribed area of service
for a public branch library of the Philadelphm Free Library is a 1/2 mile
radius or approximately 10 square blocks, the same standard was used to
determine the size of the candidate communities. It is conceivable, of
course, that a demonstration center could serve students living outside the
tenablock area, as do some branch libraries. Additional information on
needs and problems and interviews were held with communlt‘y representatrves
and wgrkers 1n each of the ten. cammun1t1es. - :

: With the mfcrmatmn in hand profues and maps were prepared for the com-
" munities (See appendix A), and these were submitted to. the school and public
library officials and staff, Following informal discussions by the Project
 Director with each of the co—spcnsaring agencies! a formal-meeting of the
Deputy Superintendent and Director of Federal Prcrgrams of‘the School Dis~- :
: trmt the Dlrectcr of the Free L1brary, the Archdlocesan Dll‘EGtQI‘ Qf School
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Libraries, and the Research Center staff was convened on December 9, 1970.
The purpose of the meeting was to identify the target community for the
proposed demonstration project. The profiles of each community were re-—
viewed, and Mr. Hart, the Project's Community Relations Specialist, sum-
marized the judgements of the commurnities' leaders. There was unanimous
agreement of those present that the area most suited to the proposed demon-
stration center would be a combination of twoc of the areas under consideration:
the Christian Street Community and the South-Central Community. (See
Appendix B)

The Christian Street and South Central Community

The Christian Street and South Central Comimunity encompass the area
from Lombard to Wharton Streets and from 10th to 24th Streets. It is a
typical inner-city community characterized by crowded schools, blighted
properties, and inadequate play areas. Plans for a crosstown express-—
way, which would have isolated the community from the richness of
cultural and educational resources adjacent to it in the center city area,
have heen abandoned. Because of the uncertain situation created in past
vears by the proposed expressway funds that might have been available
for community projects have not been forthcoming., Local initiative is
now evident and the area is in need of the kind of demonstration center
here proposed.

There are 9, 100 students within this area: 731 pre-school and kinder-
garten students 6,263 elementary school students and 2, 106 secondary
school students. The school population is composed of 86% Black, .6%
Spanish, and 13.4% Caucasian. Approximately 66% of the students are
from low income families.* The districts in which the community is
located fall in the 8th decile rank with respect to the percent of families
receiving Aid to Dependent Childrer: (10 is the highest rank). In terms
of academic achievement level of public school students, the districts |
rank 8th (10 is the lowest rank).

Data on physically and mentally handicapped students resident in the area
were not available, but will be compiled during Phase IV when further
information is obtained from the schools and the community survey.

School libraries within the community have about 7.4 books per student
in the collections, less than one-half the number required by national
standards. Circulation of printed materials in school libraries is .9 per
student, but the circulation per school varies from 2.2 to .2 materials
per student. There is no public library within the area and no plans have
been: made to establlsh one ;n the communlty

There are a considerable number of individuals and organizations work-
‘ing for the improvement of the community. The Ridgeway Action Council
has been active in converting a four—-acre site into a recreation area.
The Rebound Ad-hoc Committee has formulated plans for a. community-
: operated day-care’ program and a youth hea.lth program. The Southeast

* 7Féﬁﬁfiéé eri,;"iithj ilrirc.omesr of $Si O:OC)'- or less.
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C.

f'f,'and 1nterv1ewees 1t w111 alsc mvolve scme f

Philadelphia Community Corporation in cooperation with Pennsylvania
Hospital has established a community health center. In addition to these
programs, there are Get-Set and Follow-Through Programs in several
schools, a tutorial service for children in-patients at Children's Hos-
pital, a special intensive learning center in the Durham School that
seeks to involve the entire family in the educational process, and a
modern Montessori educational program serving 200 children in one
parish,

On the basis of discussions with more than thirty community leaders, it
is clear that the target community has the interest and potential for mak-
ing the proposed demonstration center a viable and important part of the
community structure. Everyone contacted thus far by the Community
Relations Specialist and Director of the Student Library Research Center
has expressed enthusiasm for the proposed demonstration, and some
have offered the facilities and services of their organizations in setting
up the Center,

Community Involvement

Ronald W. Hart, a community relations specialist with years of experience
working in Philadelphia inner city communities, joined the Research Center
staff as a Community Relations Specialist in August, 1970. His knowledge
of various inner-city communities and projects was very useful in *he selec-
tion and profiling of the ten candidate communities and in the final narrowing
of choice to the Christian Street-South Central area.

Once the target area was selected, Mr. Hart concentrated his efforts in that
community, talking with many individuals and meeting with community groups
to discuss the proposed Center. These contacts in the community have ‘
served 1) to inform community leaders about the proposed Demonstration
Center, to gauge their interest in the project and to obtain from them a prog-
nosis on interest and response by various segments of the community; 2) to
obtain further information about needs and resources in the community which
would be related to the proposed Demonstration Center; and 3) to seek assist-
ance in locating a suitable facility as well as identifying individuals who might
serve on the community board or in professional or para-professional
capamty as Center staff.

Without exception, every person mterv;ewed expressed positive respcnse to
the proposed Demonstration Center. Many were highly enthusiastic and in-

“:'dlcat%d a willingness to assist in various. ways. (See Appendix C) At this
‘juncture, the question- arose as to whether the" opinions of these Leaders ,
-.accurately reflected the view of the cammun;ty It was decided that a more

definitive assessment of the com?munﬂ:y atﬁtudes and needs should be deter-

- mined through a direct survey.

"I'he Commu:mty Survey ‘

: PI‘OJE >t, the Res

'Whlle speclﬁc plans fc)r a. survey w111 m:)t be campleted 11111:11 Phase IV of the; SR
' ’gh Center staff . began the development of plans for a .. =
1rvey’ will involve. communltyfremdents both as mterwewers R

the 1nd1v1duals a.gencles j and




, 3) '».vThe faClllty should be attrac:tive in appearance be ;n reasonably gggd

groups that may be called upon later to support the Center's programs.
Thus, through these early involvements the project will be disseminating in-
formation about the Center, as well as gathering data. With this survey, the
Center will begin to convey the idea that the project is a participatory one,
It will be planned with the community and will reflect the needs felt by the

community.

The Community Council

The co-sponsoring agencies, selected leaders in the target community, and
the Research Center staff have been discussing and developing ideas for the
Community Council which will be established during Phase IV of the Project.
While specific composition and duties of the Community Council have not yet
been finalized, certain elements have been determined. These include:

1) broad-based representation of various segments of the community --
students, parents, schools, community organizations, churches; 2) bringing
the Council in on the initial planning of the Center and 3) having the co-
sponsoring organizations related in some clearcut fashion with the Council.

Establishing a Site Office

Much consideration has been given to the idea of hous:mg Demonstration
Center staff in temporary office space within the target area until a facility
for the Center has been readied. - This would make staff members more
"visible" in the community and enhance the opportuxnities for interaction be-
tween staff and residents, community groups, and agencies in the area prior
to the opening of the Center. Efforts to locate such space are under way.

Investigation of Sites and Facilities

The Research Center staff, with the assistance of the Real Estate Office of
the School District of PMladelp‘na has made a thorough investigation of the
target area, seeking suitable sites and facilities for the Center. Certain
cr1ter1a have been estabhshed for site and faclhty selection:

1) The site should be at, or close to an intersection of busy,rwell -lighted

streets and near the gecpgraphlc center of the commumty.

2) - The. famhty should cmitam‘ a:l: l.eas,ﬂll],‘m)() square feet and preferably

.15, 000 square feet w1th a.t Least half of the ﬂoor space on ‘the grou,nd
o flaor

i0) ";‘;Jhave’ the_ ne_cessary ut1[1t1es (heat -electricity, and
\ ) » L "em::vatmns



A grant request for L.S. C. A. funds has been prepared and will be submitted
to the Pennsylvania State Library in the first quarter of Phase IV. Part of
these funds would be applied to the renovation, furnishing, and maintenance

of the physical plant.

H. Program and Collection

Since the development of specifications for the Center's program and collec-
tion as well as the selection and acquisition of materials and equipment will
be time-consuming, preliminary plans are being made for consideration by
the Inter-Agency Committee and the Research Center staff. Educational and
library experts in the Philadelphia Area have been consulted about various
programs and kinds of materials and equipment on display in two centers,
and Miss Evangeline Ftergiotis, the Research Center's multi-media consult-
ant, is preparing a detailed list of A-V materials and equipment tailored to
the project for review with the project staff,

Up to this time, these activities have been exploratory in nature, but with the
hiring in June, 1971, of Charles Peguese as Director of the Learning Center
e.nd Wlth accelerated efferts te reerult prefeeemnel eteff durmg Phase I’V

and eelleetmn

I. Development of the Demonstration Plan Goneept

An overall, generalized plan and evaluation design for the demonstration
center was developed as the basis for estimating staffing, facility, materials,
equipment, and operating budget requirements for the next three years.

These estimates were reviewed and approved by the sponsoring organizations
in April, 1971; Seleeted specifications are presented in the special Supplement
to this report.




II.

III.

1v.

V.

Dissemination Activities

An article entitled '""The Philadelphia Project' written by the Project Director
(See Appendix D) was published in the Library Journal (June 15, 1971). The
article gave the background and history of the Project, discussed the research
design, implementation and results, and plans for the experimental learning
center., Plans have been made for wide distribution of 10, 000 reprints of the
article and the Journal's editorial which commented on the Philadelphia Proj-
ect (See Appendix E).

In February 1971, the Project Director delivered a major address to the New
York State School-Public Library Conference in Syracuse. In June, he at-
tended the National Conference of the Americen Library Association in Dallas,
Texas, where he made five formal presentations about the Project to the
following groups: Children's Services Division Board; Large Urban School
Libraries Committee; Young Adult Services Division Board; Public Library
Association Executive Board; and the American Association of School Librar-
ians Board. At the same conference, the Project Director had a number of
informal discussions with school and library professionals, O.E. represen-—
tatives, editors and others.

Dissemination of project activities and plans to the target community through
informal contacts by Ronald W. Hart has been noted earlier in this report.

Dr. Lowell A, Martin, Professor of Library Science at Columbia University
and special consultant to the Student Library Resource Project, is preparing
the first in a series of concept papers which will be circulated to profes-
sionals and community leaders in an effort to create greater understanding
of the nature and goals of the Project.

Capital Acquisitions: None

Data Collection: None

‘ , §§§ff Utilization

The Research Center staff éompiemeﬁt for Phase Il continued into Phase TII,

under John Q. Benford as Prcject D1rectcr. Several changes in staffing
cccurred durlng the yeary Lol B P R

| 1. -’;Thomas E Entenmann who had served as project halscn staff w1th th_.e -

| Schcrol. Dlst:;flct for more than two Ye Cel 'er in Septernber




Ronald W. Hart joined the Center staff in August, 1970 as Community
Relations Specialist. Mr., Hart, who lives in the target area community,
established and enhanced the community relations component of the
project during Phase III. He will be transferred to the proposed Student
Learning Demonstration Center staff in Phase IV to work directly with
the community,

Charles R. Peguese was selected as Administrator of the Learning Cen-
ter and was brought on the Research Center staff in June, 1971 in an-
ticipation of a grant award to facilitate development of the plan for the
Demonstration Center.
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From:

Re:

APPENDIX C

March 2, 1971
File
Ron Hart
Selected responses of community leaders and individuals who live and/or

work in the South/Central Community regarding the proposed demonstra-
tion "Center!'.

Mr. Darrow Andrews, Field Worker, South District,

Youth Conservation Services
City of Philadelphia

..... "a badly needed facility for this area, please do not hesitate to con-

tact for assistance in relating to or planning programs for "hostile" youth
groups in the area."

Mrs. Rachel Waters, Acting Director,

_located in the O]d ]

John Gloucester Community House
22nd Federal Street

"I've always been concerned about the lack of use of the branch library not
two blocks from here, I'm certain the combination of exciting facility and
unique program you env1smn would provide a welcoming situation the
people could not ignore. "

.ssss '"more than. happy to lend our full cooperation."

Rev. Lauregce Henry, Pastor, Union Baptist Church
19th F:ltzwater Street

" .... as one who has always been concerned w;th the interaction of the

" family group, a "Center'' like this. could possibly make a positive impact

on every other institution in the ccmmunlty" L

z

- Mr, Joseph nggms, President, RxdgEWay Action Ccunml

1223 Chr1stian Street

A needed addition to the Community. If iny we could get th;s facihty
idgeway Library,. as we have finally succeeded after
4 ‘years" to have the grounds- surrcnundmg it ccnverted for recreatmnal
use the combmatmn cf act;v1t1es Wc:uld be a natural n




Mr. George Peoples, Director of Community Organization
Rebound ~ Child Development Program
1427 Catherine Street

"Although our program is meeting the medical and dental needs of the youth in
our target area, there remains a definite need for a facility and/or program
outside the established educational system, which can fill the ecreative, cultural
and special interest educational needs of these youth.

M:jr‘rs._]f‘lérrencﬁe_ Sexton, School-Community Coordinator, Stanton School Chair-
man, Rebound Ad Hoc Community Committee

"Badly needed, if you are sincere about the community's part in this project,
our group would endeavor to support the project and help to mobilize full com-
munity support and participation."

Mryr. William Morton, Executive Director
Christian Street Y.M.C. A,
1724 Christian Street

"es.s. this is an area (library facility) which greatly concerns us, we had desig-
nated one of our former game rooms as a library and had collected a large
number of books to stock it. Then, the School District asked for additional
space for its Get Set program, and the library plan had to be abandoned tempo-
rarily. We are getting ready to build a new and larger multi purpose facility,
and it would be wonderful if there were some way of housing the "Center'" within
it Tt

'"Mr. George Scott, Chief of Real Estate Evaluation

Philadelphia School District

Member Board of Directors

Christian Street Y.M.C, A.

"As a resident of this community for the past 27 years I have always been con-—
cerned about the ]I‘a."‘CESSlblllty of our libraries, as a matter of fact there is a
store front piroperty 'at 1730 Christian Street, for which I have been: paying rent
for the past 8 months. When the. "library. pro_]ect" at the "Y' was temporarily -
abandoned, it was my intention to set up shelving and the books we had collected,
.in this property. However, it was determined: the: flccnng structure would not
support the weight. You can expect my full ccoperatmn and that of. the "Y" and
its Board of D;rectors I am sure. L : S :

) "-Father Charles Demus Pastor St Theresa's C‘hurch and School OISR T
‘ ~Broad and Gathermé Streets o SR

- ""W1thout seein g our sc:hocl l1brar§r, yof;{reallz_‘: the nj for the program and R




Father George Vermeiren, Pastor, St Charles Borromeo Church and School
- 20th and Christian Street

""We have seen how the community responds to something good (St. Charles
sponsors a Montessori School at 1941 Christian Street) there is no question of
the good and the need of such a facility in our community, y»u can count on ocur

support and cooperatiocn. !

Mrs. Doris Reddick, School-Community Coordinator
) Stanton School

'"™Many parents have expressed to me their concern at the relative lack of cre-
ative, cultural and recreational activities available to their children after school
hours, I'm certain this project would gain their support and participation, '

Mrs. Lore Rasmussen, Curricuilum Specialist, Durham School Intensive
Learning Center
16th and Lombard Streets

""Precisely the type of innovation needed in many of our institutions, but pay
particular attention and not let the project become overrun with "professionals"
at the expense of putting—down community input, many community peopie have
much to offer in the way of advice and skills.

Rev. J. H. Lester, Pastor, Ebenezer Seventh Day Adventist Church
15th and Christian Street

... wonderful proposal, and you can expect full support of myself and the
members of my congregation. I am extending an invitation to address the con-
gregation about the project at some future date.'" (Rev. Lester and his members
have recently formed a group, the South Philadelphia Neighborhood Community
Education and Service Program, which offers courses for adults, tutoring for

students and free child care service while parent is attending course.) -
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