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ABSTRACT

Research in second language learning supports the
hypothesis that success in language learning is related to students’'
attitudes about the culture represented by the target langquage. This
study tests the hypothesis by examining two Spanish programs at three
high schools which have a large Mexican-American student enrollment.
Declining enrollment in both programs and rejection of Spanish study
by Mexican-American and others are encouraging a reevaluation of the
model programs, their form, and educational objectives. Description
of the experimental study includes: (1) a statement of the problem,
(2) evaluation design, (3) presentation and summary of data, (4)
recommendations and conclusions, and (5) a cultural opinionnaire.
Extensive statistical data in the form of computer-printout sheets
are included. (RL)
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A Study to Detcrmine the Relationship between Spanish Listening
Comprehension Proficiency snd Culturnl Attitudes of Varjous Groups
of hntive and Non-Natjve Students of the Spanish Languape in Three
High Schools, by John F. Bockman and Darleen A. Videen

A. Statement of the Problem
Prior to 1959, Tucson Public Schools offcred s single

standard program of Spanish language instruction to all interested
students whether or not they had come from Spanish-spesking homes.
In 1959, one school, Pueblo High School, developed and initiated
a new Spanish program, one designed especially for those who had
learned to speak and understand Spanish in their homes and neigh-
borhoods. Eventually this new program csme to be called the
Spanish N programlto distinguish it from the regular Spsnish pro-
gram which continued and which still continues to be offered to
all students.

Ten years later, in response to student request, a second

high school initiated a Spanish N program in addition to its

regular Spanish program. This was Tucson High School, which has »
had an increasing percentage of Mexican~-American students in recent

years,

1. Spanish for the Native Spanish-Speaking Student,
Curriculum Guide. Curriculum Guide Committee, Foreigr Language
Department, Pueblo High School, Tucson Public Schools, Tucson,
Arizona. This is an 82-page analysis of the first two years of
the Spanish N program at Pueblo High School. The <report is not
available to the public at present. Plans are being made to sub-
mit parts of it to ERIC.

Ihe Invisible Minority, The NEA-Tucson Survey on the
Teaching of Spanish to the Spanish-Speaking. NEA, Department
of Rural Education, 1966.

ERIC 2




When Cholla High School opened 1n 1969 on the west
side, 1{it, too, fnitiated a Spanish N progrem to accommodate the
large number of Mexican Americans in its student body.

Earollwent in the three schools at the beginning of cthe

1970-71 school ycer was as follows:

Total Spanish-Surnamed
Cholla 1277 35.9%
Pueblo 1901 68.9%
Tucson 2936 57.6%

It has been the philoscphy of Tucson Public :<nools,
District No. 1, to mee., in 80 far s posaible, the educationasl
needs of students who elect to take either of the two Spanish
language programs. As it has turned out, the Spanish N program
ia an option which many native-speaking students do not choose.
Instead they enrcll in regulsr Spanish classes. The reasons for
this have not alwvays been clear, and the question has been subject
to conflicting explanation.

Jakobovitazcitec several rasearch studies which indicate
that a student's proficiency in modern langque seems to be re-
lated to his feelings about the culture represented by that lan-
guage. 1t is suspected that the attitude of the Tucson Mexican
American student toward his owm culture may be related to his
selection of one or the other Spanish program.

2 Jakobovits, Leon A., Foreign Language Learning., A

Fsycholinguistic Analysis of the Issues, Newbury House L;néGEgc
Series, 1970, ‘ '




The question, "Why do meny Mexican American native speakers
reject a program specificelly designed for them?" is not the only

issue. Only from 6% to 174 of Spanish surnamed

students are enrolled in tt.. first two years of either Spanish

program:
Cholla 13%
Pueblo 17
Tucsnn 6%

These statistics inevitably raise questions about the
relevance of the native and regular Spanish progrsms in their
present form.

The issues are further intensified by the fact that there
appears to be a declime in native Spanish course enrollment over
the past few years. This is difficulr to demonstrate statistically
because of a shifting of Mexican American school populations among
Pueblo, Cholla, and Tucson in 1969, and by the addition of Spanish
N programs to new schools. In the 1970-71 school year, however,

88 fewer students enrolled in Spanish 1IN tiian had the year_before.
The teachers of the Spanish N program have expressed the
desire to revaluate the program, its form, its objectives, and
1ts relevance to the population served because of these three
factors - 1) rejection of the Spanish N program in favor of the
regular program by a sizable number of Mexican-American native
speakers; 2) rejection of formal Spanish study altogether by a

majority of Mexican-American native speakers; and 3) an apparent

3
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decline in Spanish N enrollment in a period of intense Mexican-
American cultural and language cmphasis by elements of the Mexican-
American community.

It should be noted th.t all of the teacliers of the Spanish
N program in all three high schools are native speaking Mexican-
Americans who were raised in Southern Arizona. No non-native

teachers are involved in the programe.

In order to make decisions regarding the curriculum centent
and other aspects of the Spanish language prograsms, it seems
necessary, first of all, to answer the following questions:

1. Is there a relationship between student attitudes and

listening comprehension proficiency as measured by the

Cultural Opinionnaire and the Spanish Placement Test?

2. Are there differences among the performances of students
at Cholla, Pueblo, and Tucson High Schools on the Cul-~

tural Opinionnaire and the Spauish Plarement Test?

3. Is there a difference between the performance of students
enrolled in regular Spanish and Spanish for Native
Speakefs on the Cultural Opinionnaire and the Spanish
EFlacement Test?

4. Is there a difference between the performance of native
speakers enrolled in regular Spanish erd nntiQe speakers
enrolled in Spanish for Native Speakers on the Cultursal

Opinionnaire and the Spanish Placement Tegt?

5)
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B. Evaluation Design

The following instruments will be administered to the
students who are enrolled in the first and second year Spanish
language programs at Cholla, Pueblo, and Tucson High Schools.

1. Spauish Placement Test == to measure their comprehension

of the spoken language with a possible high score of 58.

4
2. Cultural Opinionnaire -- to messure their attitude toward

the Mexican American culture with a scoring range from
20 (negative feelings) to 80 (positive feelings).
(Refer to Appendix.)
The variables to be considered in the énalysis of the data
are as follows:
1. Types of Spanish courses
2N -~ First Year Spanish for Native Speakers
2R -~ First Year Spanish (Regular)
4N -~ Second Year Spanish for Native Speakers
4R -~ Second Year Spanish (Regular)
(Spanish courses are numbered by semesters.)
2. Types of Students
1. Native speaker N ~=- student with or without Spanish
surname whom teacher has identified as speaker of

Spanish from home and/or community. Native speaker N students

3. Developed by Ann Komadina, Foreign Language Consultant,
Albuquerque Public Schools, Albuquerque, New Mexico.

4. An adaptation of "French Attitude Scale' as printed in

Foreign Language Learning, A Psycholipguistic Analysis of the
Issues, pp. 263-4,

5




are enrolled in Spanish for Native Speakers and are
identified as 2N or 4N.

2. Native speaker R-N -~ gtudent with or without Spanish
surname whom teacher has identified as speaker of
Spanisk from home and/or community. (Identical with
type 1 by identificstion through teacher.) All such
students are not enrolled in Spanish for Native Speakers,
but are enrolled instead in regular Spanish classes, and
are identified as 2R-N or 4R=N.

3. Non-native speaker R-R =- student, usually without a
Spanish surname, whom teacher has identified as able
neither to speak nor to understand Spanish to any reason-

native or native-like

able{degree. This category, which can include Spanrish-
/

surnamed students as well, is identified as 2R-R or 4R-R.

4. Total School Enrollments and Enrollment in Spanish ‘Language

Courses by Types of Students

Spanish vourses by Types of Students

% of % of All

- No, of Students ' Spanish

Tota Spanish With Native Speakers Non-Native |Surnamed
Enroll-| Surnamed Spanish | Mexican-Americans -Speakers Students

School ment Studentsg Surnames 2R 4N 2R-N 4R-N | 2R-R  4R-R | Enrolled

Cholla| 1277 459 35,9 23 18 14 6 68 34 13
Pueblo | 1901 1310 68.9 |151 57 .7 5 15 13 17
Tucson | 2936 1515 51.6 4 26 69 .39 114 65 6

. A Triple Classification of Analysis of Variance will be wused

L to analyze the data. '7




Presentation of the Data

The coefficient of correlation between the performances of

the students on the Spanish Placement Test and the Cultural

Opinionnaire was .22 which shows a negligible amount of relation-

ship.

The performances of the students on the Spanish Placement

Test and the Cultural Opinionnaire with regard to each of the

variables are presented in Tables I through III.

Table I

The performances of all students of First and Second Year Spanish

on_the Spanish Placement Test and the Cultural Opinionnaire at each

of the schools

Spanish Placement Testd

Course Number Cholla Pueblo Tucson
2 20.20* 27.63 27.91
4 21.76* 28.01 30.11
Cultural Oginionnaire6 —
-2 56.40 57.23 56.98
4 :59.06 . ‘ 57.81 57.49

* Significantly different at the .05 level of confidence.

The data show that, on the Spanish Placement Test, students'who

5. Spanish Placement Test -~ to measure comprehen51on of the
spoken language with a possible high score of 58,

6, Cultural Opinlonnaire ~- to measure attitude toward the
Mexican-American culture with a scorlng range from 20 (negattve feel- -
ings) to 80 (positive feelings)..



are in -Spanish 2 and 4 at Pueblo and Tucson High Schools performed
k]

gsignificantly better than the students at Cholla High School.

On the other hand, there are no significant differences evidenced

by the Cultural Opinionnaire.

Table II

The performances of students enrolled in Regular Spanish and Spanish

for Native Speakers on the Spanish Placement Test and the Cultural

Opinionnaire,

1

Spanish Placement Test

Regulaxr
Course Number Regular but Nstive Speakers Native
% %%
2 16.81 27 .56 31.37
Lo : fok
4 18.34 27.92 : 33.62
" 'Cultural Opinionnaire
* , *%
2 53.44 ' 57 .46 59.71
: ' . *%
4 - 54,27 58.28 61.82

* Significantly different from regular (R-R) at the .05 1eve1
of confidence.

ke Significantly different from both regular (R-R) and native

§peakers in regular classes (R-N).
The data in Tﬂble II show that the students who are native speakers‘
enrolled in regular Spanish (R-N) performed'smgnificantly better on

the Spanish Plscement Test and'expreSsed more positive feelihgs on

the Cultural Oginiohnaire than}those students enrolled in regular

»Spanlsh who were not c1a331fied as. nat1ve speakers by their teachers

(R-R). Those students enrolled in Spaniah for Native Speakers (N)

performed signlflcantly better on the Spanlsh Placement Test and

yexpresaed significantly more p031t1ve feellngs on the Cultural

Oplnionnalre than native speakers enrolled in regular Spanish'(RfN)a_l'

J



Table III

The performances of students enrolled in Regular Spanish and
Spanish for Native Speakers on the Spanish Placement Test and the
Cultural Opinionnaire by high school, considering native speaking

ability

Spanish Placement Test

Course Identified by Type of Student

2R~-R 2R~N 2N 4R-R 4R-N 4N
Cholla 14,17 22.06 24.39% 15.83 25,33%  24.11%
Pueblo 18.67 32.22% 31.,99% 19.39 26,20%  38,43*%*
Tucson 17.61 28.41* 37.,73%% 19.80 32.23%  38.31%*

b
o
v,

Cultural Opinionnaire

Cholla 53.31 55.29 60.61* 56.47 58.67 62,06%

Pueblo 53.40 58.78 59.50% 55.15 56,80 61.47%
Tucson 53.61 58430 59.03* 51,19 59.36 61.92%

* Significantly different from regular at the .05 level of
confidence.

** Significantly different from regular and regular but native
speakers.

The data in Table III shows the following:
1. The first year students enrolled in Spanish for Native-
Speakers (2N) at the three high schools performed signifi-

cantly better on the Spanish Placement Test than those

students enrolled in regular Spanish who are not native

speakers (2R-R). At Pueblo and Tucson High School, native

Q - .1 O
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speakers enrolled in regular Spanish (2 R-N) performed
significantly better than students enrolled in regular
Spaniah who are not native speakers (2R-R). At Tucson
High School, the students enrolled in Spanish for Native
Spegkers (2N) performed significantly better than native
speakers in the regular program (2R-N).

The second year students who are native speakers enrolled

in regular Spanish at all three high schools (4R-N), per-

formed significantly better on the Spanish Placement Test
than students enrolled in regular Spanish who are not

native speakers (4RK-R), At Pueblo and Tucson High

~ Schools the students enrolled in Spanish for Native

Speakers (4N) performed significantly better than thcase

‘g8tudents who are native speskers and enrolled in regular

Spanish (4R-N),

The performance of students on the Cultural Opinion-

naire shows that both first and second year students

enrolled in Spanish for Native Speakers (2N and 4N) at
all three schools expressed significantly more positive

feelings on the Cultural Opinionnaire than those students

- enrolied in regular Spanish who are not native speakers

(2rR-R and-4RrR).There were no significant differences E
between the performances of students who ere native |
speakers and enrolled in reguler Spanish (2R-N and 4R-N)

and those students enrolled in Spanish for Native

aSpeakers (2N and 4N)

.1__1_..
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D.

Summary of the Data

1.

There is a negligible relationship between the attitudes of all

students as expressed on the Cultural Opinionnaire and their

comprehension of the spoken language as measured by the Spanish

Pl acement Test.

. Native speakers enrolled in regulsr Spanish (R-N) performed

significantly better on the Spanish Placement Test and expressed
significantly more positive feelings about the culture on the

Cultural Opinionnaire than students who were not classified as

native speakers(R-R).
Students enrolled in Spanish for Native Speakers (N) performed

significantly better on the Spanish Placemenf Test and expressed

significantly more positive feelings about the culture on the

Cultural Opinionnaire than the native speakers enrolled in

regular Spanish (R-N).
Both first and second year students at Pueblo and Tucson High

Schools performed significantly better on the Spanish Placement

- Test than the students at Cholla High School.

There were no significant differences in attitudes between

schools as measured by the Cultural Opinionnaire.

. First and second year Spanish students enrolled in'Spanish

for Native Speakers (2N and 4N) at all three h M1 : nﬁoois

performed S1gniticant1y better on the Spanish Placement Test

and expressed more positive feelings on the Cultural Oginion-
néire than those students enrolled in regulariSpenishiwho"are -

4::1:3f
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not native speakers (2R~-R and 4R-R).

First and second year Spanish students at Tucson High School,
and second year Spanish students at Pueblo, enrolled in Spanish
for Native Speakers (2N and 4N), performed significantly bettex

on the Spanish Placement Test than students enrolled in regular

Spanish who were classified as native speakers (2R-N and 4R-N).

. There were no significant differences in the positive feelings

expressed on the Cultural Opinionnaire between the students

enrolled in Spanish for Native Speakers (N) and native speakers

| enrolled in regular Spanish (R~N).

E. Conclusions

1.

Differences in the Spanish‘lietening comprehennion proficiency
of the various Mexican American student. groups tested appear to
be related in part to the socio-economic characteristics of each
group within the total Tucson Mexican Americanvsociety; It
would seem that higher Spanishllistening conprehension'profi-
ciencj may be essociated with lower socio-economic level and
vice-versa. This conclusion is'derived fron evidence of sig-
nificnntly lower'listening comprehension proficiency among |
Cholla stndents; These groups live in the Menlo Park White,
Lynn, and Vesey attendance areas in which reputedly reside
Mexican American families of the middle class

i

To obviate a misinterpretation, it must be emphasized at this'

point that the listening comprehension proficiency of native '

..12:.“; :



2.

4o

speakers and their attitudes toward their culture arxre developed
in the home and in the community. Formal education can modify
these but slowly. Thus, the lesser listening comprehension
proficiency of.Cholla students reflects home and neighborhooid
conditions rather than characteristics of the Cholla Spanish
programs.

It wou}d seam that native spzakers of Spanish who do not enroll

for native coursee are generally correct in perceiving their

relative unreadiness for these courses. This is demonstrated

by their lower listening comprehension proficiency, Their
reluctance to enroll in the native courses should probably be
accepted as reflecting this awareness and should not be at.ributed
to attitude, laziness, ''desire for easy credit,'" or some other
motive,

Since there is no significant difference between Pueblo and
Tucson High School mean scores in listening comprehension and
attitudes, some other factor or factors must account for the
discrepancy in Mexican-American Spanish language enrollment
(Pueblo -~ 17%, Tucson = 6%)a.

There appear to be certain significant differences in the
Mexican-American population served by Cholla High School as
compared with that served by the other two schools, As has been

mentioned previously, the population lives in areas reputed to

14



S.

contain Mexican-American families of the middle class. These
ditferences may be significant cnough to affact markedly the
cnrollment size and characteristics of a Spanish Native program
at Cholla., (Scec Recocmendation 7.)

The statistics secem to raise serious questions about the causes
of the heavy enroliment decrement from Spanish 2N to Spanish 4N,
because proficiency and attitude scem to be uniformly high from

one year of instruction to “he next.

F. Recommcudations

1, Certain differences in group response to sttitude jtems appear

2,

3.

to be related to listening comprehension proficiency and possibly
to socio-economic cheracteristics. Because of the small sdampling
of some groups, however, such concluaions are statistically
unrelisble and are not reported here. If such differences do
exist, they would geem teo chmerve the pattern: R=R==favorable:
R~N--moxe favorable; N--most favorable. It should be noted that
all groups tend to reflect positive attitudes toward specific
items in Mexican American culture.

The value of the study might be enhanced if it were repeated
using the entire Mexican American student population of the
secondary schools of Tuecson Public Schools, especially for

comparison of attitudes with degrees of listening proficiency.

For comparative purposes, the Attitude Opinionnaire should

15
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4.

L

6.

7.

9,

perhaps be gdministered widely in the east-side high schools
vhich have very small Mexican American populations to measure
the effect of Anglo proximity to Mexican Americans as a variable
in Anglo attitude.

Revision of the Spanish N program should proceed cautiously
with the new knowledge gained because the data so far analyzed
are of limited validity.

Each school should carefully analyze its Spanish N program
from the standpoint of its relevance to its own students, dis-
regarding standards of the past if these are being rejected by
today's Mexican American youth. It is suggested that teachers
rethink carefully their past assumptions concerning "what
students need."

A coordinated program may be less needed than a wide variety

of programs to fit needs of differing groups. The Mexican
American student is obviously not a uniform type.

More accurate socio-economic data need to be obtained for the
different barrio asreas.

The location of new immigrants and their subsequent dispersal
throughout the Spanish-speaking neighborhoods needs to be traced
to determine the effects of immigration on listening proficiency,
attitudes, and persistence of traditional cultural values.
Mexicen American parents should be surveyed for their views on
all matters touched upon in this study. The Model Cities program
may be of assistance in arranging for this sort of investigation,

16
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Teachers of Spanish should find some way to establish a two-
way communication with a broad spectrum of the local Mexican-
American community, including students,

10, Statistics shdﬁ an extensive rejection of formal Spanish study
by from 807% to 90% of the Mexicén-American student population.
It is imperatiVe that the'profession discover whether thié re-
jection is supported in any way by the Mexican-American community,
especially parents, and if so, why., It is submitted that the
profession must be sensitive and responsive to the feelings
of the community, not simply to the expressed views of individual
spokesmen of the community.

11, This study with all itslstatistical.data should be submitted to
Dr., Leon Jakobovits for criticisms and recommendations in view
of his larger interest in the context into which this study fits.
Dr. Jakobovits invites the sharing of suchvdata. (See page 262

of Foreign Language Learning.)

* * * * * %

This study was a joint effort of the Department of Learning
Development and Researche. :

17
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Research and Curriculum Development
Tucson Public Schools

LANGUAGE OPINIONNAIRE

The following statements are ones with which many people agree, and many
people disagree. There are no right or wrong answers since many people have
different opinions. Please indicate your agreement or disagreement by choosing
the number on your answer sheet from the following scale which best describes
your feelings about each statement. Start at number 101 on your answer sheet.

Disagree very much
Disagree somewhat
Agree somewhat
Agree very much

rPWN

1.The Mexicans who live in this country have made a great contr1but1on to
the richness of our society. ‘

.2.The more I?get to know Spanish-speaking people, the more I want to be
- able to speak their language.

3.Spanish-speaking people are very democratie in their politics and philosophy.
4. Spanish-speaking pe0ple have produced outstanding>artists and writers.

5. By bringing the old Mexican folkways to our society, they have contributed
- greatly to our way of life. :

6. Spanish-speaking people's undying faith in their religious beliefs is a
positive force in this modern world.

7. The Spanish- speak1ng person has every reason to bhe proud of his race and
trad1t1ons.

8. If America should lose the 1nfluence of Spanish speak1ng peOple 1t would -
' indeed be a deep loss. : :

9. Span1sh speaklng pe0ples are much more polite than many Amer1cano.,

10. We can - learn better ways of- cook1ng, serving food, and entertalning from ‘ZV
‘the Span1sh speak1ng people. : , '

- 11. Span1sh speak1ng people are very dependable.

12dvAmer1can ch1ldren can 1earn much of value by assoc1at1ng with Span1sh-f
- speak1ng playmates. et

e e 18 R Lt o
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Spanish-speaking people set a good example for us by their family
life.

Spanish-speaking people are generous and hospitable to stfangers.

Americans should make a greater effort to meet more Spanish-speaking
people.

It is wrong to try to force the Spanish- speaklng person to become
completely American in his habits.

If I had my way I would rather live in Mexico. than in this country.

Tucson would be a much better city if more Spanish-speaking people
would move here.

The Spanish-speaking people show great understandlng in the way they
adjust to the American way of life. -

In general, American industry tends to benefit from the employment of

~Spanish-speaking people.

18
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