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ABSTRACT

The concent of the chorophone forms the basis for
this study of vowel differences between Southern Negro English and
Southern white English. The author isolates chorophones for the
speech community under study according to the occurrence of a
particular segmental phoneme oxr corresponding phoneme sequences in a
set of words, all of which contain the same segmental phoneme in the
idiolects within the given speech community with relatively few
exceptions. There is a discussion of the phones that appear within
each chorophone and the differences apparent in Southern Negro and
Southern white pronunciation. Several Gullah chorophones are also
cons idered. A list of references is included. (VM)
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The vowels are Aescribed in terms of the chorophone,

an overall pattern unit based on Daniel Jjones's diaphone.
Some of the closing diphthongs in Southern Negro speech
tend to have starting ana end points closer together and
nearer to the perimeter of the vowel triangle than their
correspondents in.Southern white speech. Some monophthongs
tend to be fronter in Southern white speech. The vowels

of Southerﬁ Negro speech are much more likely to be nearer
L0 the corresponding Gullah vowels than the vowels of

Southern white speech are.
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THE STRESSED VOWELS OF NEGRO ARD WHITE SPEECH
OF THE SOUTHERN STATES: A COMPARISON

Howard B. Shayer
New York City

This study deals with the stressed vowels of white
and Negro spcakers of English as spoken na tively during
the past forty years or so in the area which comprised
the Confederacy.

This rather hetercgeneous area 1includes all of
Thomas's " Southern,“ about half ofAﬁis " Southern
Mountain, "' and a very small part of his "Central Midland"
speech areas.l It includes almost all of Kurath and
McDavid's "South" and much of their ' South Midland"
speech areas.2 Tt also includes most of Baugh's " South-
ern Mountain, " all of his "Virginia Piedmont" and '"East-
ern Carolina' speech areas,3 and all of Henry Lee Smith's
"Sovthern Tidéwater," almost.all of his "Southern Pied-
mont, * and most of his "Southern Hill."4

The descriptions are based upon the present' writer's
own observations and the observations of others.

Our use c¢f the term "Southern Negro speech" is not
meant to include_Gullah,5 although Gullah is discussed.

We are not concerned in the present article with

such Peninsular Florida resort areas as Miami-Fort



Lauderdale which, at least in its native white speech,
1s nearer to the speech of the North than of the South. ©

The writer, of course, does not purport to present
descriptions of the stressed vowels of all the white and
Negro varieties of English as spoken by persons born and’
reared in the South; however, although some important
details may have been omitted, I think the descriptions
here are failrly representative of the English of the
South.

The writer recognizes the importance of soclal and
stylistic variations within Southern white. and Southern‘
Negro speech, but it is not within the scope of the

present study to discuss them but very briefly.7

The phoneéic descriptions here should_be thought of .
primarily in auditory terms within the framework of the
I.P.A. cardinal vowel system, and only secondarily, and'
then only very roughly, in terms of the position of the
highest point of the tongue.8

In addition to the cardinal vowels, the following
other I.P.A. vowel sSymbols are used with perhaps their
most common auditory ﬁalues among American writers on
the English language.. _ |

E@Q] Halfway between cardihal[&] and cardiﬁal[&J . |

IQ] Mid-central, unrounded or rounded (stressed or
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unstressed).
Mid-central with "‘r ~coloring, " unrounded or
rounded (stressed or unstressed). The symbols

[g ;;and ﬁ;j indicate ranges rather than

-points of vowel quality.

Central, bétween close and half-close,.rounded,
lax. - | _ '
Central, halfway between open and half-open,
unrounded. -

Between close and half-close, between front and
central, unrounded, 1ax...

Central, between close and half-close, un-
rounded, lax.

Between close and half-close, between back and.
céntrél, rounded, lax. The vowel commonly
transcribed [L)] tends to be "tenser" (more
[LI] ~-1like) in British Received Pronunciation

than in American speech.

The fcllowing non-I.P.A. symbols are also used in

the present'studyi

[A]
]

[E]

Halfway betweeﬁ card;nal [3:] and cardinal BJ .
Halfway between cardinal [O] and cardinal [3] .
Halfway between cardinal [E] and cardinal [€] 49

The present writer is'departing from orthodox cardinal

vowel system practice in using the terms tense and lax

4



in the phonetic descriptions. The vowels commonly called
"tense" -- [l] [ej [L{],etc. -- seem to have an

auditory quality in common which they do not share with

the vowels commonly called ' lax" -~ [ [SJ [L[]

. 10
¢c. -- and vice versa.

ct

e
Although most vowels can probably be described
adequately solely within the cardinal vowel framework with-
out the necessity of using the terms téﬁéé and lax (not -
considering, of course, vowels which are "_f -colored,'!
nasalized, devoiced, etc.). Some vowels, e.g., [}J s
and [S] lnignt vetter, perhaps, be additionally
deseriled in terms of the above two adjeotives.12
In the present study the writer views diphthongs as
unit plionemes, not as phonemic sequences =-- but diphthongs
beginning with [5] or [VC’ are fegarded as phonemic
sequences.
The writer does not follow the criterion of strong
bi—uniqﬁeness -~ ‘'some phonemié overlapping is permitted.
Tﬁe vowels afe described within the framework of a
single representation'typé of overall pattern, not the
_multlple representation type of Trager and om¢th Hockett,
Gleason, Hill, and others. The basic unlt of the overall
pattern used in the present study is the CHOROPHONE (from

Greek choros 'place','region'), which is based on Jones's

DIAPHONE. Jones states: Tt is convenient to have a

(]



name for é family of éounds.consisting of the sound used
ﬁy one speaker in a particular set of words (said in-
isolétion) together with the correspending though dif-
ferent sounds used'in_them by other speakers of the same
language. . Such a family may be termed a ‘'diaphone!.n" 12

The chorophone differs from.Jones% diaphone in the
following ways:

1. The words do not necessarily have to be "said
in isolation. "

2. A SET consists of 23ll words in a given regional
and/or social speech conmunity containing the same
segmental phoneme (or phonemic sequence which cdrrespoﬁds

14

to the phoneme™ "), but subject to the condition of
GENERAL APPLICABILITY. |

3. All the words in.the set must Have general
applicability,.i.e,, they must contain.the same segmental
phoneme in the idiolects within the given speech communify
with "relatively few" ekceptions. Of course, some
arbitrariness will be involved in applying this last
criterion. |

The size of the Speéch community may bre chosen g@
.Egg up to the size of an entire languagé area; e.g., if
as the speech community, one chooses British Received

Pronunciation English.then the words catch, back, hat

(together with many other words) will constitute a dis-

tinet set.15 However, if wWe select as our speech.

)




community white native New York City speech, then these
words will not constitute a set because in this Speech
commﬁnity catch is commonly pronounced with both the'
vowel phoneme of back, hat, etec., and the vowel phoneme
of bet, gégg, etec. _

Some words aren't a member of any set in a particular

speech community, e.g., the word catch above, in New York

City and much of the United States, the words can't, inch,

head, on (among others) in the Southern states. If we
take English as spoken natively throughout the entire
continental United States as our speech community, then

words such as bee, law, day and know, would be members

of sets. Water, chair, fog, room and either would not:

be. Words such as food, dog, crop, and like would be

borderline cases.
Some sets may have few members”if the phonemes are
only present 1n a relatively small number of words, such

as the so-called New England "short O" in road, whole

(but not"fode,.hole),»stone; etc. Other sets may have
thousands of members. | | |

Some scholars, e.g., Pike, Smith, Kurath, and
McDavid, have used the term diaphone, but not in Jones's
sense. | .

The symbols Tor the chorophones are enclosed in
double pafalle

The various phones and phonlc sequences mncluded 1n_

the chorophon ~S are symbollzed under the rubrlc Ehones
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with the I.P.A. and other sjmbols discussed above. Bfoad
phonetic transcriptioh is used fpr the phonesiand phonic
sequences listed undef phones. Except for [ﬁ]v ;16
diacritics are not used in these rubric listings. Narrow
or broad transcription is used in the main body of the
text and in the footnotes.
The end points of the diphthongs in the above
listings have approximately the following values:
[33 ~ (indicates closing diphthongs) [i] ,i )
(1), [8) ., 03], €, o [E] . 1 [id] . the
secornd symbol indicates a value nearer to cardinal ﬁ)
then the first symbol does. [W] -(indicates closing
diphthongs) [U] . [U] . [B] . &) . [0) . and in the
cases of the lljl\ closing diphthongs ( [qul, LAV%],x S
[_DW] ), besides closer phones, often [3] » Sometimes |
[Dj . In [UW] , the second symbol indicates a
value nearer ﬁO cardinal B}] than thé first symbol dqes.
[:é] ~(indicates centering diphthongs),very roughly .
mid-central, closer thén LAJ' and more open than [f] .
[5] has varyirig degrées of prominence and at times
constitutes the second Sylléble of -a disyllable. .
In the combinaﬁioné [BVY] and EM/J] , [VY] N
and [)] indicéte the second syllable 6f disyllables
with the close or half-close values noted above.
In the present study, except for the phones and

ERy IR BT Iy N

phonic sequences of the




and \\33 - B .)“ choroph-ones, [g‘] R althouéﬁ a-_ voco_id,
is nqt considered to be an element of a diphthong.nor is
it considered (in our definition of the chorophone-¥ see
note 14, anvé) paft of a "phonemic sequence which cor-
responds to the phoneme. % . |

Under the rubric -phones, the writer does not aﬁtempt
to 1list all primary allophones17 of very restricted
regional and/or social occurrence nor all secondary al-
lophones of even wide regional and/or social occurrence
that he may know of.

In the .cases. where differences between Southern white
and Southern Negro practice are not noted, either the diff
fereﬁces are questionable or unknown to the_present writer{

or they do not seem striking.

The chorophone

ol
"as 1n heat, sea, etc.; 1t includes a monophthong and

closing and centering diphthongs.

Phones

[, [T 9130050 =

Although most white Southerners use d vowels of

the approximate shapes, [[j} o, [IJ] , and possibly [[]

one notices an apparently increasing tendency to use

9



closing diphthonés ﬁifh centralized starting points -in
syllable~final positidn; and,perﬁapé in other positions
also.? Among some speakers the étarting points of these
Cockney-like vowels reach [I] or perhaps even a some-
what fronter position. |

In contrast to Southern_white speech, diphthongs
wlth centralized starting points would seem to .be rare -
possibly unknown - in-"Southern Negro speech.

ol

as in bit, rid, sick, etec.; it in_cludes monophthongs,

centering diphthongs, and a disyllable.

Phones ' |
o, 13, wdl, 1, [

In both Sduthérn white and Soq?hern Négro speech -
[l] (as a monophthong and the star"ting.point of [I 3] )
is sometimes considerably "tenser," i.e., in this case,
closer and/or fronter, nearer to [i] , than the [I]
found in the speech of the Nortnern states or in British
Received Pronunciation. 1In some words, e.g., inch, big,'
fish, [i] s [’J] , or [I )] sometime s occur instead df |

[I:I ,20 therefore such words would have vowels not

included in the ,I” chorophone.

l -
Tn Southern white speech disyllabic [ T) 9]

10



- 10 -

(perhaps, also, [lé] and/or [ Jd] ) can sometimes be

heard in"IlWOrds before[}] ,~espec1a11y under heavy stress

in pre-pausal posltlon.21 In Southern Negro speech it

would seem to occur rarely,g_2

if at all, except before
[i%J as in hill, where it 1s rather frequent in Southern
Negro and Southern white speech

The present writer does not w1sh to enter the con-
troversy regardlng the phonemic status of [1] nd

EIQ] ~In the present discussion, however, we are

Il\ chorophone.

considering them members of the ‘

le]

As in day, state, etc., it includes a monophthong,

closing and centering diphthongs.

| | | . Phones . |
[e] 3], [eﬂ 3] (231,13, [E3]

The chief difference between Southern white and
Southern Negro speech here seems to lie with the closing
diphthongs. In Southern white speech the general range
of the'starting points is from about cardinal D?]. to -
about cardinal [Zf] . The more open starting points are

more likely to be heard in open syllables and before

‘nasals. Starting points ranging from about cardinal

[6] to about (&"] also occur. These lowered and

centralized, lowered starting;pcints would seem to be:

11



more common’ in Southern Mountain than in Southern .
Coastal type speech, and-among younger than.amOng older
speakers. As in Cockney, these more open starting points
occur in variation with the closer starting points. Such
variation - -may be styiistic;.positional, prosodic, and/or”
apparently . free.- | _ _

The open (i.e., more open ‘than cardinal [E] )
starting points seem to be much rarer in Southern Negro
speech, but they can be heard. The writer recently ob-
served the speech of a Negro youth from Camdenz South
Carolina; he used the_[aQ] s cardinai [QJ_,f[aQE]., andr

[E‘{] starting points in mostly positional and_pro-
sodic variation. ‘ o '
The fact of the rather common occurrence of open |

\\8‘\ dﬂphthongs1n the . Southern states has been neglected

in the literature. 'Thomas states 1n regard to American

pronunclatlon that the most open IE" diphthong which he
is famlliar W1th is “aﬁI]' (his transcription), ocur-
ring sporadlcally in Texas . and Oklahoma.24 Greet states
that EEI] at times approaches [EIJ (Greet's transcrip-

tion) in safe, etc., in Tldewater Virglnla. 25 Kurath and

McDav1d report that [E f] (the1r transcription) is

,concentrated in. northeastern North Carollna (including

'Carteret County and Okracoke) and extreme western

Vlrglnla.26 Bronsteln feels that EEI] has evolved 1nto

'12
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[GI] (Bronstein's transcriptions) rather generally
throughout America. He does not mention E&QI] or
E;I] .27 Lucia C. Morgan, however, reporte EQIJ'(her

transcription) in rain for some North Carolina speakers.28.

HE !l

As in bet, chest, etec.; it includes monophthoncs,

centering diphthongs, and disyllables.

Phones

[e] [E] 3] [F13), ea, [E:J]

The chief difference here between Southern white
and Southern Negro practice seems to be in the ooourrence
which is sometimes heard in Southern whitehspeech of-
disyllables of the approximate shapes [&Z)a] and
[E J'Q] 29 'I'hese dleyllables would seem to be rare

(possibly unkhown) in Southern Negro speech.

el

‘As in back, mén,'gas,'jazz, etc 3 1t includes mono-

- phthongs,»closing and centerlng dlphthongs, disyllables,

and perhaps trlphthongs. 
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‘Phones

[3e] , [3e3]) .-,[30—5] , [@39]) [ag] 30

~and other vowels, including closing and centering diph-

thongs with startirig'.points closer than [a()_]
The phonemlc and phonetlc status of some of the
vowels of this chorophone is in doubt. As w1th the

[}] ‘phones of

the controversy concerning the phonemic status of the

31

I” the writer does not wish to enter
various vowels under this rubric. In the present dis~
cussion these vowels are con31dered -as belonglng to only'

one chorophone,

]&Qll has been set up as only a. tentative
chorophone. '

Some scholars,_e g., Kenyon and Kurath, 3 have stated
that the&%ﬂkowels are closer in the South than in the North‘
Although this may have been true in:the past, the present.
writer is not convinced that it is, in general, true now.

Lucia Morgan reports the occurrence of [E] (her

transcription) in "a few interesting words on the North

Carollna Outer Banks....n33 -She reports this vowel for

‘f t, back Hatteras, calico, ca ptaln, salad ,black, and

34

the seconﬁ syllable of Atlantic. vHOwever, Howren ih

‘his Ocracoke; North Carollna study makes no mention of

' [E:] occurrlng in place of EI[] ~he reports E&L]

['aQ_g] ' EQQI] (h1s transcrlptlors) as belng the usual

J_«g; ?
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-&._~211ophones, and.in ﬁis 1istAof exémples cites back with
[’&Q;] » not [€J .35. Jaffe reporté [aQ-_] or Q.QE] (her .
transcriptions).36 The above Outer Sanks Studies are

- presumably of white sbeech._fE] s [Elj , or [E?] (or

similar phones) aré'reported for uneducated Negro Speech.

along the Savannah River southeast of Augusta, Georgia;?Y
| In general, before.voiceléSS'stops, the closér

,]aﬁll vowels seem to be more common in Southern white
speech than in Southern Negro speech.38

As in hot,.rock,Ajob, rod, ete.; it includes mono-
phthongs and centering diphthongs. .

S Phones |
[A1, [0, 01, [p9], [@3], [AD]
IV\" occurs only in the Southern " I‘—less" idio-

lects (but see note 39).

Jal

As in card, party, father, etc.; it includes mono- -

- phthongs and centering diphthongs.




Phones

[0, [2%] fbj [p31, [A) [0 [39]

kﬂ‘occurs only in the Southern "_r - less idio-~
lects (but see note 39). There is con31derab1e'phonetie”
overlapping betweeﬁlbﬂ” and-”all, but the phonemic dis— 
tinction is generally!elear. 'The‘present wfiter sees.the‘
chief differentia in the South between these two groups
to be length. Inréi .1ar env1ronments the WJ” vowels
ceem, ih geheral, con31stent1y 1onger than the lbﬂl
vowels. 1In other parts of the n r—less“ Engllsh Speaklﬁg
world, vowel quality may combine w1th 1ength as the
differentiae; e.g., in New York City speech the “a,,
'vowels are generally backer than the ”/u‘ vowels. 1In
Boston speech and Brltlsh Received Pronun01af10n, fhe

reverse 1is generally Etrue.

Ja-all

As in hot, job, father, card, etc.; it includes

monephthongs and centeringAdiphthbngs.

FPhones

[0, [Dj [A1, 3], [a3] |
”A C”I . oce curs only in Southern " r-ful" idio-~

1ects.39 The vowels are generally backer before

BRC . 1B



pre—consonahtal and word-final{[Ef]cur LJ]

el

As in talk, card, cord, bark, etc.; it includes

monophthongs and centering diphthongs.

Phones
[p1, [0], D3, [p3]
This chorophone is set up to account for the occur-
rence of the above ~-type words with Lhe same vowel phoneme.
“[)“ is common (but not universal) in New Orleans
ho

white speech. It would seem to be less common in

Southern Negro speechvthan in Southern white speech.41

bl

As in talk, saw, ho.se, etc.; it includes mono-

phthongs and closing and centering diphthongs.

' Phones

151,103, [01, [531, (D3, 23], v, V), [0v] , [av]

CAVVJ (as a ”3“ diphthong) seems to occur much
less f“equently in Southern Negro Speech ‘than in Southern

clos1ng dlphthongs as a

white speech and perhaps the,rjl

- group are less frequent in Southern Negro Speech.
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Wise cites EQKI] (his transcrlptlon) as occurrlng
sometimes in "3“ words in “substandard" Southern pronun--
01atlon.42 Such a d1phthong in ’t)“ words would seem

- rare, indeed, for the South as a whole, if we take Wise! S
[33 to be a value near cardinal [X] .
on the perlphery of our- area, Putnam and O'Hern

reportBDUﬂ(thelr transcrlptlon) as replacing [3] in -

warm, forty,'off, small, and dogs, but not in all,

talking, water, and for, which have [3] (their transcrip-
43

tion).

Morgan in her Ocracoke Island, North Carolina study
ball, and presumably in otherl{?” words also. However, -
Howren in his Ocracoke (village) study reports [Cyr 9] or*I
[C)T - (Howren's transcrlptlons) for the above words
and for ”3” words in general. Perhaps Howren and Morgan
are transcrlblng the "same!" sounds dlfferently.uu'

There is evidence that the traditional /3/ /by
opposltlon before h1storlca1[r} may be breaking down

45 .

in the South to some extent.

Al

As in love, sun, etec.; it includes monophthongs and -

-centering diphthongs.
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Phones’

[A1, [A3), [3],[01,003) 6
Under heavy stress in pre-pausal position, the{‘AJl
vowels are sometimeé‘heard as‘ektremelj-long in Southern
white speech;_this-wéuld seem to be rare or perhaps |
unknown in Soﬁthern Negro speech. There is also a
greater teﬁdency'for'SDuthern white speakers to use more

b7

centralized vowels®here.

Jlowl)

As in coat, low, four, etc., it includes mono-

phthongs, closing and centering diphthongs.

Phones

[ow], LW, [DW], [AWD, [EWD W [Ew] 0] [03] 6
In white speech there appears to be an increasing
tendency throughout the Southern states to ﬁse more
fronted starting points for the“OVV”closing diphthongs
(aﬁd proﬁably, émong many Speakers,-f&r the end points

also). These fronted vowels seem to be more common in

North Carolina than in other Southern states.&9 They

appear to be uncommon in the New Orleans area, at least

"among the working, middle, and'“lower“‘classes. “They are

not uncommon in Atlantag‘and apparently widespread among

i9
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younger‘speekers in Savennah; :They‘have been-reperted
from southeast Texas and Tidewater, Virginia;5o .

At its frontest, the starting point may be fuily
front or almost fully front between half-close and half-
open and perhaps (w1th some speakers) rounded.51 It
- resembles those.commonly found in the Baltimore{
Philadelphia, and Pittsburgh areas -- among others.J2

| Closing_diphthoﬁgs with starting points of centrali

position or froﬁter seem rare in Southern Negro speech,
and the moretfronted they are the rerer they seem. - Even
in northeastern North-Carolina, where the fronted vowels
are well-established in white speech, Avis, working with

records of the Linguistic Atlas. of the United States and

Canada project did not flnd them among any of the Negro
1nformants.53 '
There is some evidence that the monophthong . [ti}and
centering diphthon_g. [05] Fmay occur more frequently in o
Southern Negro speech, at least among oldéer speakers in
the.eastern'Southern states.54 | |
EXcepﬁ-in the Outer.Eanks of North Carolina, the
fronted lhDVVn dlphthongs seem” 'to be rare (posslbly
absent\ before tautosyllablc or 1ntervocallc[d] or[Er]
.Tne fronting is reported as only moderate in this posi-

yion,_however;

,The-present writer is treating the reflexes:df

i)
L



Middle English[0:], [D:], ana[u_:]_ (a1l vefore[I] ),
before tautosyllabic or intervocalic [Eﬁ]cm=&1] as

members of the HC)VV”:chorophone. When word-final, orx
before [a] (whether or'ﬁot [g]constitutes the end point .

of a diphthong or a separate syllable) as members of the
”O” ”O 9” and "03" chorophones (which see) .As a

\‘ov#{\phone L(Z] seems to occur only before tautosyllablc‘

or 1ntervocalic£d] or[:f]

loll

As in court, coat, floor, show, etc.; it includes

a monophthong, closing diphthongs,'and perhaps a centering
diphthong as a positional allophone (in pre—consonantal_'

‘position).

Phones

[O:] [OW] and bperhaps [OQ] [_-DW] ’_:O.w]
[AW]

- This chorophone accounts, for the occurrence of above- .
~ type words with the same vowel phoneme in the same

"r-less" 1dlolects.

N
ok
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| Al[o:ﬁn i '_

Az in boa, bore, Samoa, more, etc.; it includes a

centering diphthong and a disyllable.

[0, oW 3)

"(): 9“ accounts for the occurrence of the above-
type words with the same vowel phoneme or (in the case
of the disyilablé) phonemic sequence in the same '2f~1ess"

idiolects.

o3|l

As in bore; door, Ford, court, hoarse, etc.; it

includes a monophthong; closing and centering diphthongs’

and disyllables.

Phones

(03] [03].[0), W] bwdl, ws
perhaps [PW] , [AW] [QW3] [D w3, [awa)

e2
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“C)E)“" accounts f§r.the occurrence of theAébOQe;
type words with the same vowel phoﬁeme or phonemic se-~
quences in_thé'éame"{t-less" idiolects. -

”C)éi) also accounts for the non-occurrence of the

above-type words with the same vowel phoneme or phonemic

rode, etc., in the same " 1:~1ess" idiolectssy i.e., in

~the idiolects which have this chorophone (not considering

show, boa and bore do not rhyme.

The“(}@\\ﬁowels occurring in closed Syllabies,
e.g., court, could justifiably be placed in the‘k):é"

chorbphone'instead.

1]

As in book, pull, etec.; it includes monophthongs . and

"~ centering diphthongs.

'Phones

(U1, 19, [udl, B3]

The “L)“ ﬁondphthongs and the staftiﬁg points of the
”L)n -diphthongs are generally fairly back in South-
ern'Negro‘speech, i.e., [1}]( . Although the above vowel

is very common in white Southern speech also, perhaps

- predominant, there is a tendency to use fronter vowels
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for Lﬂ\ in Southern white speech than in Southern Negro

speech, and, as in the case of"OW andlbn " the more
fronted the vowels, the less common they seem to be  in
Southern Negro speech than in Southern white speech

f)“rnonophthong or startlng point of

The most fronted\
the dlphthongs is (as a phonemlc norm) rounded central,
between close and half~close, i. e.,[{}g . It .resembles
the vowel in the Norwegian (Bokmal) word sugg 'and (more
distantly) cardinal Et#] .

V)

E{}a would seem to be rare, posslbly absent at 1east as

In Southern Negro speech vowels as fronted as

phonemic norms.

Jul

As in moon, move, fwo, etec.; it includes monophthongs,

centering and oiosing'diphthongs.

Phones -
1, [, [u 31 ,63], (UW], Fovd, [uw] [l Ew]
-There is a very widespread‘tendency in Southern

white speech to use more or less fronted'vowels here of

the approximate shapes [H] [{‘W] [‘H‘WJ [‘H‘W]

Etia:] (not using diacritices). But falrly back vowels

_(a_pprox1mately [U] , {_-UW:] , [UW]’, [U§] (not us;ir?ig‘

diacritics)_also oceur. In the writer's experience, the
more fronted'thelhA“ vowels are, the less common they are

in Southern Negro than in Southern white speech. In the

24
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case of the.diphthongé, the.starting point aione'mey.be
fronted or both the end point and the starting point.
Among the most'fronted types is a long monophthong'which
seems somewhat fronter and considerably tenser than
cardinal Eﬁf] It resembles the vowel in such wopds as
hus in Norwegian'(Bokmgl) ‘This is probably what is
meant by the symbolEk}:] for the vowel in tooth as said
by a wh1te woman from Beauforu, South Carolina as re-

56

ported by.Kurath'and McDavid. Such a fronted mono~
phthong seems to be rare o p0331b1y unknown in Southern
Negro speech, but is not uncommon 1n Southern whlte
speech. Fronted 01081ng diphthongs and falrly fronted
monophthongs,occur in Southern Negro speech -but they
appear to bevunoommon -~ in the writer‘s experience,
certainly 1ess.common_than in Southern-white Speech.57‘

In the Negro speech'of Memphis, Tennessee; however, fairiy
fronted monophthongs and fronted 01081ng d1phthongs are
reported as occurrlng more frequently than the back

58
varieties.”

o7

As in shirt, her, furry,  bird, bnrred,.etc.; it

inc@udes monophthongs and centering diphthOngs ~-- both

typeé with and without fﬂ[-color."
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hones

[9] [’J] [93], B a‘]

Some “D-—g"“ words, e.g., first, bird, and nurse, are

pronounced by some whltes and Negroes -- espe01a11y
"older and less educated speakers w1thL&] ~like vowels,
apparently us1ng the same vowel phoneme as in their

pronunciation of words like bud, sun, cup, etc. It is,

therefore, problematic whether first, bird, nurse and

other words in which this substitution takes place are

to be cons1dered as hav1ng vowels Wthh are members of

the na ’J'“ chorophone.

Ias)

As in bilrd, work, turn, dirt, etc.; it includes

closing diphthongs.

[23] ,[A31,[392, 23]

These vowels apparently never occur in word-final
. position. _
A lb\)l\dlphthong Wlth a rather short starting p01nt
of about cardlnal[j]value can be heard among some older

59

whites and.Negroes of New Orleans. The chorophone 1is
apparently recessive in New Orleans, at least among the

whites.

28
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As in her, hers, burred' furry, blurred, . ete.; it
includes . monophthongsand a centerlng diphthongs -~ both:

types.with and without “f‘~color.

[’aj ,» E'eg:d[a_“a] 979

This qhoréphone is of wide geogréphic_distribﬁtién
throughout the'urbén and rural South.  In wﬁité_épeech,
it seems to be more prevalent in New Orleén; than in any
other large urban center in the South. |

“3” d'oés not occur without “/\:)” or na:)":)juln
the same idioleéﬁ in'the South. Whether or not ”Ajlr or
”95-35 ” can occur without “;)” in the same idiolect
in the Séuth would involve phonemic problems whose '

solutions are beyond the scope of the present study.

HQJfUJH-

As in shirt, bird, point, voice, etec.; it includes

closing diphthongs and apparently monophthongs.60 This

chorophone 1is set up to account for the occurrence of
the above-type words with the samz vowel phonene.

The laj D)" vowels apparently hever occur in

S a7




word-final position. © In the South, this'choropnone can
be heard among some white speakers in the New Orleans’
area. The present writer cannot report on the extent

of its occurrence among Negroes.

o3

As in v01ce, boy, 0011 ~ete.; it 1ncludes closing

and centering dlphthongs, a monophthong and disyllables.

Phones
[53), [03] ,[Q3] [03] ,[D]
[33] » and/or [/\ J] , and-disyliables.

l'j)” disyllables have been reported as occurring
in speakers from MadlsOn County, Virginia (about
[OW \)]. ),61 East Central Alabama (about [:)WJ]
Lflvvi] , and E)VVJ] ),62 Monroeville, Alabama
(about [AWJ] , or IAWI], or[aWi] 1,6% mopiaa
(about E)VV3] ,64.and Greenville, South Carolina |

.(about [DWJ] LQWJ] and [OWJ] ).65 _ They presum-

ably occur in other parts of the South also. The writer

s

cannot report on their use among Negroes.

A[é)] like member of “DJ” » generally con-
‘trastive with the “/\J“ members in the idiolects in

which it occurs, has been reported as common in the

28
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white speech of Williamsburg, v1rginia.66

vowels, some

-In many words which generally have[L)Jl
less~ educated Southern speakers, white and Negro, use the

a)H words.

same vowel phoneme that they use in ohelrl

IlaJn

As in high, light, etc.; it includes monophthongs,

closing dlphthongs, and centering dlphthongs.

231 .03, [0, A3), (437, [A3) 511 [ed] &
(4] B9 00 # ] a3, )
[2.3]

monophthongs,'closing and centering.

‘diphthongs occur before both voiced and voiceless con-~

sonants and in word-final position in Southern white and
Southern Negro speech, but the monophthongs and centering

diphthongs (and also the closing diphthongs with pela-

tively faint and/or open end points) are less likely to

occur before voiceless consonants in closed syllables

than the closing diphthongs with rélatively close, prom-

inent end‘points. There is evidernice that greater degreeS'

of stress tend to favor the use of the closing diphthongs
T-0 :

in Southern white speech..

29
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~

The use of the La§3” ;moncphthongs before voice-
less consonants innclosed syllables seems to‘heve been,
until rather recent years; 1afgely confined to less~-"

. educated persons.71 h ‘ |
In Southern Negro Speech the use of the Fl))]
monophthongs before vo;celess.consonants_1n_closed Syl--
1ah1es seems much less common ﬁheh ih Southerh'whife :

T2

speech.

Hawll

As in loud, about, etc.; 1t includes closing and’
centering diphthongs, a disyllable, and poséibiy.a

triphthong.

Phones
Tawl | W], [AVD few] |, [Aw] | [ 3w]
[3] vl »

”&W” diphthongs with a [9¢). starting point,
except as an allophone before [Y{] in closed syllables .
(and possibly followihg En] also) seem to be rare in
Southern-Negro speech,._74 but are very comﬁon in Southern
white speech.75 Besides [BQV[]' . Southern ﬁhite>
speech generally has (as a phonemlc ‘norm) [QNM]

less commonly. [AW] Southern Negro speech generally -

00 o
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has (as a pﬂonemic norm) [fc)-wj . lees eommonbly.‘ AWJ

| A-poseibly triphthongai fofm is sometimes heard in
Southern white speech (apparently rarely, if.at all in
Southern Negro speech) which has an initial Section
similar to that of. the moderately ralsed members of the
\\Qﬂl% chorophone.. As was suggested earller, these
Vphonlc sequences mlght be [E 'B.Q] and [83231 Some pos- .
sible types might be: [g 22 U] ; [E aQu], [&Q_LQQUJ
These transcriptions would seem preferable to'[éij] s
which is semetimes_mentioned‘as.occupring in llaNV“.
words in the'Southern'states, but"eerhaps refers to_fhe

76

above~type vowels instead. : :
A disyllabic form, about [‘& IU] s and/or[aQ_I Q‘],
is sometimes heard in Southern white. speech. The writer

. has not encountered this form in Southern Negro speech.77

1wl

" As in duty, tune, etc.; it includes closing

diphthongs.

Phones

[IW] [l W)

o WOrds of the above- type [IVQ] ,’[iV{] s or the
}hi’l vowels may all occur in the.Seuth. [5]

,‘:31.;



commonly precedes the\hjnfbvowels; resﬁlting'in'such-

phonemi'cizations as /)U/ S /_}UW/ . ete. There is

vevidence thatvthe nse of [3] ,,[IWO s OT livf] in.such

words is not universal in the_South,'as is generally

8

stated, and may be-decreasing;7

Some classes of words constltute speClal problems

~Which are dascussed below.

It is doubtful whether the vowels in words of the

type: poor sure, etc., can be placed in a chorophone,

bsince they so often occur as members of different

phonemes. ok

The vowels in such words as ear, ‘air, squares,

there, ete., exhlblt such a complex d1str1bution in the
lex1con in the Southern states that it is doubtful whether
they too can be placed in chorophones. Among some
speakers, particularly in coastal South Carolina, pairs
such as.ear and‘airIWOuld be‘leveled; This levellng

mlght possibly extend into all monosyllabln words Wwith

_front vowels before h1stor1cal _r- . Among other
‘dspeamers there Wlll be LWO or three contrasts in the
"front vowel range. Some speakers chlefly older and less-~

':educated ones mlght use a back open vowel in- a few

words, e. g., there;' In this usage, pairs such as car

', and. there Wlll rhyme. Still others rhyme:the above few:
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words with words like fur. - The vowels in such polysyl-

labic words as Mary, various, area, carry, etc., are

‘also characterized by:a complex lexical distribution in:
the South. | -

In Southern white speech, such words as fair are
sometlmes heard as dlsyllablc -- approxlmately['a,]:a]
This seems much less common, posslbly absent, 1n Southern.
Negro speech |

The vowels’in such words as. flower, flour, sour,

coward, tire, liar, lyre, etc., were not sufficiently
investigated for the present study to be discusseéd, nor

were the diphthongs resulting from the_vqcaliZation of

. [%], , as in help, talcum, ete.? ang the omission of . -

D}] as in'carry;vvery, ete.

C. M Wlse states: ‘"Southern Negro v01ee quality
appears w1th many speakers to come from a conslstent
>”e1evat10n of the blade of ‘the tongue in the dlrectlon of
‘ the'hard_palate or of the junctﬁre petween the hard and
soft paiates.”VAil vowels are-coﬁsequehﬁly something.less
‘“than open and. free. Some front vowels tend ‘to take on &
kind ofﬁi]—resonance,, [éd] and [E] do so espe01a11y."80
' pJudglng from the 1llustrat10n on p. 43 of hlS _pp_;ed -

Phonetlcs, Wlse s definition of the '"blade of the tongue"

p1s dlfferent from that of probably most other Amerlcan
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and British phoneticfans. Wise's ™lade™ would be
equivalent to the "front, " "center, " or "middle" of these
othex phoneticians. | ‘ o

Wise 'would seem to be saying that fully open vowels
do not occur among many Southern Negro speakers, and/or
that the voewels of Southern Negro. speech are 1ess open
than the corresponding vowels of Southern white speech
and that this results in a distinctlve volice quality.
The present writer thinks this to be quite doubtful.

In regard to the vowels [&'_] and [E] » Wise states:
" [EQ,] appears exactly where it‘wouid appea"r in
Southern white speech, but suffers the fiattening pre-
viously referred to under the discussion of-the raised'
tongue. As a result, its resonance becomes practically
[e I] ,81'and may be so»represented., CAN'T may thus
become [k elnﬂ [E] acquires the [6] ~-resonance
often. Ex., LEGS [181‘92] , EGGS [8192] , EDGE
[@Io‘ Z] .82 " 83 However, -in another article -of the
same year VWise states, in reference to Southern white
speech:“ [BQ,] sometimes is elevated almost to [el] N
.as in MAN ﬁneIhJ , occasionally [me(I);)Qfl] ;"84 and
more recently, Wise states: (1) " [€]eo[€T]) in a few
words, such as egg [813] » leg ﬂeIg] » edge [QIJ_?,] ."85
(2) » [aQ,’a,,(.ﬂt\%[CI]in a few words, such as gﬂ_’iﬂ(ﬁlhf},
aunt fernt), man [metn] .86 - -

34




The abéve.word examples_would.seem to be inédequate-
evidence of-the "wowel flaﬁtening" process at work. A.
distinctive American Negro voice quality, insofar as it
exists, does not seem to be explainéd by " vowel flat-
tening. " ~ The recogﬁition.of.thé existe'nce87 of- a dis~
tinctive voice quality among bdth‘Northern and Southern
Negro speakeré does not, of éourse, imply that if.is

| - . . - 88
universal or almost universal in American Negro speech. -

Some of - the Gullah89 chorophones are: ” \H .
lell el - Jull - flull soane Al - e
first five of these chorophones correspond to the
chorophones of the Southern states descrlbed previously
with the same vowel symbols. Gullah “fd\ corresponds.
to the Southern states “/\h , ”B’a" U/\ J” , and
\3]] ‘ chgrophones.

The memters of the above Gullah chorophones are:
=00 Jlell-fed - fol-00 -2 . Jull-fa3,
[U"‘]' . “/\”"‘ [A.‘] _ . All are reported a
monophthonga1.?® [V} | [€] | [0] , ana[U] are about
cardinal.DJ] anﬂyﬂﬂrejpositiéﬁal allophones of the same

———

phoneme; Turner describes hl*]:ﬂ "After an alveolar con-
sonant it is advanced éomeWhat from a back posfi.tion."9l
[/\—{] is fronter than cardinall?\l which is fully back,
but apparently much nearer to back than to cenfral [1)]

Q resembles the fairly back varieties common in the white

ERIC - 35
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and Negro'speech of the~Northern.and Southern statéé.
Gullah vowels are much more likely to be nearer to

the'Corresponding vowels of Southern Negro speech thén

~to the corresponding vowels of Southern white speech.

36
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records. _

For Hockett's apparent misunderstanding of.the
cardinal vowel system see Charles F. Hockett, A

Manuel of Phonology (Indiana University Pub. in

Anthropology'and Linguisfics, Memoir 11, Baitimore,
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Trager and Smith use [Eil to represent a somewhat -
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of Speech: Implications of a Detailed Analysis of

Certain Articulatory Movements, " Reports of the

Fifth'IﬂtérnatidnaldCongfess"bf'Agoustics, A%2, Vol. 1%

€d., Daniel E. Commins (Liege, Belgium, 1965),

Oxford, .1906), pp. 19-20; Claude M. Wise, Applied

Phonetics (Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 1957), pp. 61-62.

Hans Kurath (Handbook of the ILinguistic Geography of

New England , [Providence, 1939], p. 125) states:

" 5 is used réther rarely, chiefly in eastern
Massachuéetﬁs.g..It denotes a mid-central vowel coén-
siderably higher and slightly more advanced tkan3. PRI

usually very tense.™"

Trager.and smith (Qutline, p. 26) state: "In bird,
first, etec., is found/qdn/, with a very tense sub-
standard allophone in Providence and Boston." For
the difficulty of accounting for the differences
amoﬁg the voﬁels of some West African 1énguages with-

out using such oppositions as tense/lax see Lade-

Daniel Jones, The Phoneme <3rd ed.; Cambridge, Eng.,
1967}5 P. 1959 .

Such as the disyllabic vowels in Jjoy, voice, etc.,
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as proﬁounced by'some'speakers in the Southern

. states.

See Deniel Jones,An English Pronouncing Dictionary

(11th ed.; Londdh, 1956), p. 73.

Daniel Jones usées tnis symbol with its diacritic:

in " Falling and.Rising Diphthongs iﬁ Southern

...................

=

r‘.v ’ ) . ’ . .
ForLlQ]_(in complementary distribution with l]] )

see Hans Kurath, A Phonology and Prosody of Modern

English (Ann Arbor, 1964), p. 98; Kurath and McDavid,
._45__~_

op. cit.ﬁ(above, note 2); pPp. 22, 105.

In his study of the presumably white Speech of a
North Carolina Outer Banks village, Howren reports
the l“‘\ closing diphthongs occurring withk a [}]

starting point in all positions except after [k]

. 2

Eﬁ], and Eji}._ See Robert Howren, "The Speech of

...............

Ocracoke, North Carolina." American Speech, XXXVIT

(1962), 167, 169.
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23.
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25'

26.
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For a list of such- words see George P. Wilsoﬁ,

"'Some Unrecorded Southern Vowels, " American Speech,

IX (1934), 210.

Y

But 1t has been reporv.d in other positions also.

Wise, (o p 1t. [above, riote 10], p. 213, ‘Southern

Ameriecan Speech, VIII [Ap.il. 1933] 2) repofts it
as occurring in bit and sit. o

However, [I 9] with the tenser [I] mentioned above

seems to be common 1n Southern Negro speech before'

[d] . as in'kia.

See, e. g., Eva Sivertsen, Cockney Phopology (Osloq

1960), D. 1955 William G. Moulton, "The Short Vowel .

Systems of Northern Sw1tzerland " Word, XVI (1960), .

180, n. 24; H. A. Gleason, Jr., An Introduction to

Descriptive Linguistics (2n¢ ed., New York, 1961),

pp. 322-323.

Thomas, op. cit. (above, note 1), p..207.

William Cabell Greet "A Phonographlc Expedltlon to

167. -
Kurath and McDavid, PEAS, p. 106, Maps 18 and 19. -
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27.

28.

29.

Arthur Bronstein, "Prends in American Pronun01atlon "

_Quarterly Journal of Speech, XXVIII (1942), 4s5h-h55,

Morgan, " North Carolina Accents: Some Observations,"

North Carolina Journal of Speech, I (1967), 6;

Morgan, " North Carollna Accents, " Southern Speech

cription of a Phonograph Record...made by Wllliam
Cabell Greet in the Blue Ridge Mountains near Old Rag,

Madison County, Virginia, September, 1932. The

Speaker was l? or 18 years old. ", AﬁefiCéh'Speech,
VIII [Dec. 19331, 66-67) reports[31] in blaze

( p. 66, Col. 2, Line 2 from bottom) and later.

( p. 66, Col. 2, Line 10 from bottom) but [6".' 1]
(reportedly disyllabic, not dlphthongal ~~ ibid.

p. 66) and EEI} (Wells S transcriptions) in the few
otherléf“ words (pp 66-67) reported. Howren

(op. cit., PP. 167, 169) reports EBIJ (his trans-
cription) as' being the most common Héﬂ(_vowel in
Ocracoke (village), North'carolina. Mergan_(f&The
Speech of Ocracoke, North Carolina: Some Obsepva—

tions,ﬁ Sdﬁthefn'SpeecthOUrnal‘ XXV [1960], 314-;?2L

however, does not report such a vowel for Ocracoke

Island, North_Carollna.

We are not referring to those cases in which these
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50.

31,

and perhaps in other

disyllsables end”with[:f] or occur before LJ]'

"In the white speech of Knoxv111e, Tennessee LEL I]

is commonly heard in the first syllable of magazine
3

dlp.hthong a1so_common1y occurs in l’é” words in

]words also. . AR very similar

the white Speech: of Knoxville. See discussion under

Ueﬂ above. |

On. the phohemic status of these vowels see, e.g.,

Hockett, op..cit. (above, note 8), pp. 192-193;
Kurath anid McDavid, PEAS, pp. 103-10; Kurath,

Phonology, D. 88 Gleason, pp. 33-34,

Trager and Smith citeEE 9] (their transcription)

in items like bad, pan, pass, Jazz, for many American

Speakers. Various Oother scholars mention "tensenes

"diphthonglzatlon, "raising, " etec. in referrin 'to

the common substitutes for'E&Zj among the”QQ’ words.
()

Paul Delattre (ggmparlng the Phonetic Features of

- 67 )1n a clneradiographlc study transecribes bat

as B)EEQ31i for Amerlcan English. (He mlght be re-

<ferr1ng-to a 'Mestern Amer:can" var1ety s1nce he

~includes a descrlptlon of "western American [J]

in the same study ) Tt would seem that some of these

sounds are monophthongal whlle others are dlphthongal




and triphthongal, and some perhaps disyllabic. }The
more open sounds might very well be triphthongal or
disyllabic near to[E%’SJ " as in Delattre's
study, and also diphthorgal or disyllabic near to
[& '3] . These might have fully front starting
peints, and some of them might be described meaning-
fully as "tenser" than [}%LJ . The present writer
suggests that the cleoser sounds may not be fully
front, however. The closest sounds may be between
[I] and cardinal [7] with a centering glide,
i.e., [I"‘-'qé] and perhaps in some ca.-es disyllabic.
Less close socunds would be more back than cardinal
[EJ but more front Ehan [I] , 1l.e., [e*':J ,[6",:] ’
[e';] :[:8#:5],[6":9],[6'7':5], etc. The centering
varliants above scund tc the writer guite distinct
from the centering "6" vowels in such words as
lake, etec., ©3 may be heard in Charieston, South
Carslina, which seenm to ﬁave fully front starting
polnts near to cardinal [62] s Or the centering
Norwegian (bokm&l) 1eng [€] * a5 in te, whose
starting point is between cardinal [E{] and cardinal
[€] + The degree of pbyaryngeal contraction might
also perhaps be meaningfully invoked in describing
some of the"?@" vovels.

The present writer dissents from the commonly
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33.
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w.ords, [E 3]

can commonly be heard in addition to[BQJ and other

held view that in American'EnglishllaZ}

vowels. -The [‘69] supposedly occurs often in cbertain

types of words, e.g., bad, gas, bag, man, etc., and

with a much greater regional, social, and idiolectal

restriction in others, e.g., bat, back, tap, habit,

animal, Africa, etc. A true [E . 9] sound (perhaps

sometimes with the schwa constituting a separate
syllable) mayObe heard from many speakers in varioué.
parts of the country, e.g., the Southern states, the
West, the Midwest, New England, in many nE" words.

This 3:- .nd is quite distincf from the various sounds
that uzia.ly may be heard in American English in the
“&n words. If [E'-:é.] is found in the[gaa words,

its océurrence would Be unusual for American speech

as 1 whole.

John S. Kenyon 'A Gulde to Pronunciation,® in

Springfield, Mass., 1934), p. xX1; Kurath, Phonology,
p. 88.

Morgan, "North Carolina Accents, " Southern Speech

Journal, p. 175.

Ibid., p. 176; Morgsn, "Ocracoke" (above, note 28),
p. 317. Morgan (ibid., p. 318) reports [&Z*] (her

a7 -
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38.
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transceription) for cast and last.

Howren, op. cit., (above, note 19), p. 166.

Hilda Jaffe, The Speech of the Central Coast of

Norﬁh Carolina: The Carteret County Version of the

Banks "Brogue® (Michigan State University dlsserta-

tion, 1965), p. 31.

Elisha K. Kane ("The Negro Dialect Along the

Savannah River, " Dialect Notes,Part VIIT [1925],

p. 355) states: M All pronounce short A as in fat,

like open E in.bet.™"

This is not true of all areas in’ the Uhited States.
See, e.g., Kane, loc. cit. Néw York City "Inner
City" type Negro speech often has somewhat raised
HEQJ! vowels before voiceless stops.. White New York
City speech usually has[GQJ .in this position, if we

don't consider the use of [TJ for [B] in bath, etec.

If " I -ful" idiolects of the South should show a
cont‘rast betweéh the"a” and ”A” vov\.zels, as in Bloom-
field's Chicago " r‘~fdl“ idiolect; then the scheme
for the setting up of the “GH B “A"an » and “A“

chorophones must be revised. See, Gleason, pp. 320,

321.

43
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McDavid reports the'homonymy of pairs such as card

and cord, farm and form in East Texas and parts of

" Louisiana and much less often, and only among the

uneducated, in Georgia, South Carolina, and other
Atlantic Seaboard states. See McDavid, '"Dialect

Labels in the Webster 'Third'"), Publication of the

American Dialect Society, No. 47 (1967), p. b

H

MecDavid, "Some Social Differences in Pronunciation, "

in Aspects of American English eds. Elizabeth M.

Kerr and Ralph M. Aderman (New York, 1963), p. 248
(originally published in Language Learning, Iv
(1952-1953).

See Wise, Phonetics (above, note 79), p. 298; James

W. Abel's study of Louisiana Negro college students,_

"About the Pronunciation of S1x Freshmen from South-

ern University," Southern Speech Journal, XVI (1953),'

George N. Putnam and EdnanM. O'Hern,."The Status
Significance of an Isolated Urban Dialect, " Sup--
plement to Language, XXXI, No. 4, Part 2 (1955), 9.

The above is a study of Washington, D. C. "Inner Ciﬁy"_

type Negro speech.

43
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Morgan, "Ocracoke™" (ébove,-note 28), p. 318; Howren,.
op. cit.(above, note l9),lpp. 168-169. Morgan
reports [E U] (her transcription) for “OW” words
(monosyllables and stressed syllables). Jaffe does
not mention an 'esp_ecially_ raised [D] for the ”:)n
words. See Moréan, loc. cit.; Jaffe, p. 35. These
North Caroiina Outér Banks studies are presﬁmably of

white speech.

See'McDavid, " Needed Research" (above, note 6), Jo
118; Juahita V. Williamson, "A ‘Phonological and
Morphological Study of the Speeéh of the Negro of-

Memphis, Tennessee, "Publication of the American

Monroe, Louisiana (Louisiana State University d&is-

sertation, 1938), p. 304.

The present writer has heard some Southern white

Speakers pronounce corner with ”0W” diphthongs --

about [DOJ or [/\O] (wifhout tautosyllabice [3] or
[LJ] ). These diphthongs sounded shorter and

qualitatively quite distinct from thelLD” diphthongs

of the EJVM],l}DVM]type. In a spectrographic study '
of their own”OW“sounds', Peterson and Coxe state:

"The Back diphthongs shown here originate in the

a0
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RT.

48.

4.
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[/\] and/or [:)] region and termina%te near [O] "
.(see G. E. Peterson and M. S. Coxe, "The Vowels

[8:] and [O] in American épeech, " Quarter'l&
Journal of Speech, XXXIX [1953},35); Delattre

(op. cit.[above, note 31], p. 68) in his cineradio-
graphic 'study traﬁscribes American English know as
[hthZDTJOOVﬂ. This 1is perhaps a "western"variety
of American English (see the discussion underll@@il'

above).

[3] , [DQJ » are used for those ”/\" vowels,
sometimes heard in Scuthern white and Southern Negro

speech, which seem nearer to cardinal [:)] than to

cardinal [7(] .

In Ocracoke, North Carolina the]]/\” vowels are
reported as being tetween front and éentral in most:
phonetic environments. See Howren, op. cit., pp. 167,

170.

5 .
For [O 3] (in complementary distribution with
BD] ) see Kurath, Phonology,p. 114; Kurath and

McDavid, PEAS, pp. 22, 106; McDavid, "The Position
of the Charleston Dialect, " Publication of the

Kurath and McDavid (PEAS, pp. 20, 106), report these”OW’”

51
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fronted diphthongs only for northeastern North
Caroliﬁa (as far as thé Southern states as defined
previously are concerned). However, in the eXpefi~
ence of the present writer and others, they would
seem to have a ﬁuch ﬁider-aistribution throughout
North Carolina. See Morgan, ﬁggg (above, note 28),

p' 70

50. Arthur M. Z. Nqrman, "A Southeast Texas Dialect Study, "

Dialectology,eds. Harold B. Ailén and Gary N. Under-

wood, [New York, 1971]);Greet, op. cit.(above, note
25), p. 164. '

51. Kurath and McDavid (loc. cit.) also do not report
these fronted diphthonés as having starting points
frontér than mid-central in North Carolinas but the 
present writer; as stated above, and others have |
observed front or almost front starﬁing points.

See Morgan, NCJS, p. T7; Morgan, "Ocracoke," p. 319;
Howren, pp. 168, 170-1T71.

52.: The!kDVVnclosing diphthonés of these areas and the
. South when fronted (i.e., having starting points of
[a:] or fronter) seem to differ from much but
perhiaps not all of the corresponding British Received

Pronunciation diphthongs'in having more prominent

MY,
<

A
C




53.

54,

55.

56.

58.

and/or closer end points.

dissertation, 1956), p. 36.

‘Ibid., pp. 34, 36.

See Jaffe, pp. 28, 42; Howren, pp. 168, 171.
PEAS, p. 94.

These "“fairly fronted® monophthdngs range from abput.
halfway between back and c¢entral to about'céntral,
apparently nearer to close than half=-close, all

distinctly tenser than cardina].Etf] .

See Williamson, oOp. cit.(ébové, note 459, pp. 9, 10.-
Williamson‘ssfudy is the only one that the.presenﬁ
writer is familiar with that reports these fronter
H(Jl\ vowels in Southern Negro speech; e.g., alfhough :
on the periphery of our area, Putnam and O'Hern

(ogf Cit:[above, note 43], p. 9) do not report it in
théir Washington, D.C. stﬁdy. Oma Stanley ( "Negro

Speech of East Texas, " American Speech, XVI [1941],

6) writes: " ﬁj]'This sound is slack, not tense or_'
fronted." But in reference to the white speech of'

this area (" The Speech of East Texas," American
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Speech, XI [1936],.29), he states: "The Fast Texas
Bﬂ] is usually somewhat fronted and tense...." |

Wise ("Southern BAmerican Dialect, " Améficéﬁ'8§eech,

VIII [April 1933], 40 n. 5) states: "New Orleans
has somethlng very -like [DI] or even [:)I] " The
present writer is not familiar with the BDI]
variant in present—day New Orleans speech, if DDJ .

is taken to have a value near cardinal [D]

The writer cannot present a more precise account of
the nature of theﬂaj-{)}

howels.'.Wise (Applied

New Orleans of‘[E{] in words like sgoi;,

Wells, op. cit. (above, note 28), p. 66 (col. 1, line .

MIfrom bottom).

James B. McMillan, Phonology of the Standard English

of East Central Alabama (University of Chicago dis-~

sertation, 1946), p. 57. These disyllables are

‘reported as the usual members in this study (of

presumably all white speech). Madie W. Barrett

(A Phonology of Alabama Speech [University of Noirth

Carolina dissertation, 1948])in her study of perhaps,

‘also, all white speech does not mention the use of

“3)”disyllables at all. Her study covers south-

eastern Alabama.

o4
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65.

68.

Henry Lee Smith, Jr., review of Daniel Jones, The

Pronunciation of English, Larnguage, XXVIII (1952),

146-147. .Smith's phonemicization of this disyllable

iS/élvviy’, . Monroeville is in Monroe County,

between Montgomery and Mcbile.
Thomas, "Florida, " SSJ (above, note 6), p. 227.

Kurath and McDavid, PEAS p. 97; MeDavid, review of-

et il uni

Mountaln Speecii, Language, XIX (194;) 190, n.21.

Forms like Joev and joy, cawin! and coin, jawin' and

join would tend to be homonymous among many speakers

who use the”)j”disyllables.

Greet, op. cit.(above, note 25), pp. 164-165.

For [a)] ,[’E _)J ) aﬁd [/\j] see 'KuJ.:'ath, Phoriology,.

(above, note 18), p. 103; Kurath and McDavid, PEAS,

pp. 19, 20, 22, 1i1C; Argus Tresidder, "The Sounds of

Negro Dialect of Gullford County, Ndfthfdéfdiiﬁé’

(Ohio State University dlssertation, 1937), p. 136.

In the white speech of the Outer Banks of North
Carolina (or at least in some parts of this area) a

diphthong with a starting point near cardinall})]

!
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occurs. The end points are around [I-] s [}]. )

The writer cannot report on the eccurrence of this

- diphtlong in Southern Negro speech (aside from a-

similar diphthong in Gullah). See Jaffe, op. cit.
(above, note 375, . 36; Howren, pp. 168-169; Morgah,
NCJS (above, note 28);'pp.'5, 63 Morgan,_“oeracoke,ﬁ
pP. 315; Moxgan, 'fAecents,“ §§Q; pp; 176;177;

Lorenzo D. Turner, Africanisms in The Gullah Dialect

(Chicago, 1949), p. 21; Turner, " Notes on the Sounds

and Vocabulary of Gullah " Publication of the Amer~

ican Dialect Soc1eoy, No. 3 (1945), pp. 17, 18.

For these rather rare”él)‘]vowels, see Harry S. Wise,

A Phonetlc Study of the Southern American (;lI)

Phoneme (M. A. Thesis, Louisiana State University,

1937), pp. 99e, 100, 101, C. M. Wise, "Southérn Amer-
ican Dialect," p. 40; Trager and Smith, op. cit.
(above, note 9), p. 23. See also the discussion

regarding like under note 72 below.

~See C. MQIWiSe, W. Scott Nobles and Herbert Metz,

"The Southern Amsrican Dlphthong E;I] " Southern
Speech Journal, XIX (1954}, 308~ 309

McDavid, 'Needed Research! (above, note 6), p. 120;

McDavid, "A Checklist of Significant Features for

Discriminating Social Dialects" in E. L. Evertts, ed.

og
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Diamentions of Dialect (Chamﬁaign, Illinois, 1967),

pp. 8,9. (reprlnted in Readlngs in American Dialect-

. ology [above, note 50]).

Li&g appears to_be‘an.anomalous word here and may be
heard with a monophthong from some white and Negro
Southern speakers who otherw1se 1se -the closlng dlph~
thongs before voiceless consonants in closed syl-
lables. In some idiolects ;ige‘has the phoneme of

cat, match, etc., rather than that. of time, bite, etc.

Evans ("Southern 'Long I,' " American Speecn,~X[19351,

190) writes: -"Like, though it has a voiceless con~
sonant, 1s certainly often pronounced [12L‘kﬂ not
[]aj[k] s possibly because as a preposition (and
conjunction!?) it-occurs'so frequently in an unstressed
position. = It is often confused with 1ack ==~ 1t 1is
never confused w1th lock Katherlne E. Wheatley -
and Oma Stanley ("Three Generations of FEast Texas

Speech, " Amerlcan Speech XXXIV [1959], 90) report

that one of thelr-nlne Nacogdoches County Informants ™

...substituted{éQ:] fOrElI].in like."  Sumner Tves -

‘working with records of the'Liﬁguigﬁie*Afiéé“df“Thé.

5 -
Un1ted States and Canada project reportép%hls Trans-

cription) in llke in the speech of some elderly

white men of central Georgia, See Ives, "The Phono-

logy of the Uncle Remus Stories,:  "Publication of the

a7
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American Dialect Society,No. 22 (1954), pp. 4, 14.

Putnam and O'Hern in their study of Washingtqn, D.C.
"Inner City' Negro speech (op. cit.[above, note 43],
P- 11) report like as BOI!{I, [1&1\{] > and ﬂalk]
(their transcriptions). C.M. Wise reports like as
[1&i’\]  and [10":} (Wise's transcriptions) for
Southern Negro speech. Forna.k] see his AQ. plied

Phonetics, p. 298 (under the rubric, ' Features cf

Substandard Negro Speech Held in Common with Sub-
standard Scuthern Southern VWhite Speech™). Fol"[7al<]see
his " Negro Dialect, " Quarterly Journal of Speech, XIX
(1933}, 525.

For[‘e W] , ['Q \,V] , and U\W] see Kurath, Phonology,
p. 107; Xurath and FcDavid, PEAS,pp. 19, 20, 21, 22,
110, 111; Tresidder, op. cit. (above, note 67),

p. 368; Guy S. Lowman, " The Treatment of U 1in

Virginia" in Prcceedings of the Second International

Conpiress of Phonetiec Sclences, eds., Daniel Jones

and D.B. Fry (Cambrldge, Eng. 1936), pp. 122-125;
Farrison, op. cit. (above, note 67), p. 137; Greet,
op. cit.(above, note 25), p. 167.

But they have been reported. See Wise, Applied
Phonetics,p. 297; Wise,"Negro Dialectn p. 525.

o8
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However, they do not seem common in New Orleans.

[&W] and [AWJ are in geﬁe_rél use there, [AW]

- being particularly commoh among older-generation

speakers (at least older-generation white speakers).

For a description of rather similar trirhthongal
vowels occurring in Cockney now, etc., uce Siver-

tsen, op. cit. (above. note 23), p.67.

EQQ-H—] and [&H'] are not uncommecn in Southern
white speech, but would seem to be rare in Southern
Negro speech. Morgan (NCJS, pp. 5, 6; "North
Carolina Accents, "™ SSJ, pp. 177-179) reports [31]
(her transcription) in “'&W“ words in some North
Carclina speech. DMorgan reports its range as
extending .i‘rom the Outer Banks to about two hundred
miles inward. Whether it overlaps with the“&j” and
He‘“vowels is problematic. Thomas (op. cit.[above,
note 1], p. 212) states: "The fronting is also
evident In eastern Maryland and eastern North

Carolina, where house is sometims-s[h&US] 3 and out

[‘a'Uﬂ: almost [&IT] - " Down 1. transcribed [da: Ih]

(said to be disyllabic -- p. 66) and house, about,
out are transcribed with[&‘f] (p. 66-67), in ad-

dition to other.diphthongs with back end points, for
a Madison County, Virginia speaker as reported in

Wells, op. cit. (above, note 28).
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See MeDhav:id, "Needed Research™ (above, note 6),

Williamson, Op. cit.(above, note 58), p. 9.

See James Sledd, "Breaking, Umlaut, and the Southern

Applied Phonetics, p. 29%. A slightly different
version appeared much earlier in Wise, ™"Negro

Dialect, " (1933), p. 524.

Wise uses a scmewhat different 'symbol for [I]

here.

Vise apparently meant [e Iol%] .
"Negro Dialect, " p. 525.

"Southern American Dialect," D. 40;

Applied Phonetics, p. 297 (under the rubric:

"Features of Substandard Negrc Speech Held in Common
with Substandard American Speech in Generall).

. ..the symbol«\\J)nmaﬁs 'corresponds to.'"

(p. 258, n. 12).

Ibid., p. 298 (under the rubric: “Features of Sub-

standard Negro Speech Held in Common with Substan-
dard Southern White Speech?).
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See Margaret Roberts, Pronunciation of Vowels in

Negro Speech (Ohio State University dissertation,

1966), p. Th.

Our description of Gullah is based on Turner,

Africanisms (above, note 68), pp. 15-17, 19, 20, 246,

247; and Turner, 'Notes" (above, note 68), pp. 16-18.

But Turner records [/\I] (his transcription) as the

vowel in bird for a James Island, S. C. Gullah

speaker; See Turner, Africanisms,p. 280 (lines 6, 10

from top).

Ibid., p. 19.
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