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PREFACE

The situatiag_facing Puerto Rican children in American
schools that are not fully prepared to educate_them is complex,
These schools are most aften Jocated in decaying urban centers,
to which %uerta Ricans are migrating in increasing numbers. The
schools are averac;cided, undérsfinanced, and 111—equ1pped tc
handle large numbers of newcomers. Over 200 communities in the
United States have growing Puerto Rican populations. Some school
populations afe 25 per cent Puerto Rican., A large number of these
young people will never gréduate. The number of Puerto Ricans who
take advantage of cppartﬁnities for higher education is extremely

small, ,

This writer lived and worked in the Puerto Rican community

of Camden, New Jersey for two-and one-half years. The church at

which he was the paétar sponsored homework help preograms; in this
program the author often felt helpless when faced with theﬂ?aak of
éiﬂingvteenagg Puerto Ricaﬁs who were umable to read, eithef in
ﬁnglish or Spénish- | -

It was out of a desire f& create sone canstruetive salutians

that this researeh praaeet was undgrtakgn. It ié haped that the

results af thls atudy wlll enablé cgllegﬁs, public schogls,

u,teachers, agd cammun;ty 1eadars to see and understand the plight

peaking atudent.y Gratitude ig expressed to Dr.

?;Gharles Smer;n, the Super;n_ ndent of ihe Public SGhOGlE af Gamden,

I
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New Jersey; the counselors of Wilscn High School, Camden High School
and Pyne Poynt Junior High-Schaalg t¢ Mr. Allan Moore, the Director

of the Equal Qpportunity Fund; to Miss Juanita High, his successor

in that post, and her associates in the Departmeat of Higher Education
in Trenton, New Jersey; to Mr. Armando kedina of the'DepaftmEﬂt of
Higher Education; to Mr. Walter Gordon of Camden County College;

™ to Angelo Carrion of Operation Talent Search at the College of South
Jersey (Rutgers); to Professor Wade Currier of Glasaboro State College,
my seminar advisor, who carefully .. »uraged excellen;e, and without

whose patience and assistance this thesis could never have been
g
i

written; and to my niece Misngarr& Madeira, who graciously typed

the thesis on short notice,
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CHAPTER I

_ INTRODUCTION

Early in 1968, Governer Richard J. Hughes submitted his Moral
Recommitment message to the New Jersey State Legislaturea This
message sgétained a broad iagge of programs designed to change or
ameliorate some of tha-basic sécial conditions which the Se’=ct
.Gommisﬁian on Civil Disorders cited as having contribtuted to the
Newark Riots. Among these programs was the Educational Opportunity
:Fundgi

In July of 1968, thézLegislatufe enacted legislation estab-
lishing the Educational Dppartunity Fund (E.0.F.) and providing
82,000,000 for the firsi year of its gperatinn, "Within weeks after
Passage of the legislatian; Educational Opportunity Fund programs
had been approved at 34 colleges in the state af New Jersey.

This was-the most remarkable financial aid measure ta-help
educate the poor since the enactment of thefweil;kncin G.I. Biil, ”
passed by the Egder&l Gavernment torhélg veterans of World War Ii to
.get a higher eduéati@n;A The establ;shmegt af the Educational Dppnr—'
'tun;ty Fund was .an lmportant step towa:d salVLng one nf the maaar '

'prablema eglstlng ;n educatlon today - that of afferlng dlsaavantaged,

the First Term of. Dperat;en cf
an e ”shalrmag (Irentan,




youth an opportunity to obtain a higher education.

The appropriation for the Educational Opportunity Fund was
doubled during its second year of operation to $§4,000,000; the
number of institutions participating increased to fn:ty.l This
represented a substantial commitment on the part of New Jersey's
institutions of higheryeducatian to the educaticnxéf digadvantaged
;tudents Irom mirority groups. | |

Only 71 Puerto Ricans enrolled in college E.0.F. programs
during the first year, of a total of 1,633'$tudents who were given
ﬁelﬁ. In Camden G@uﬁty, Qﬁly 6 Puerto Ricans received financial
agsistance from the Educational Opportunity Fund - a2l at Camden
County College. No Puerto Ricans were registered at Rutgers' South
Jersey campus under this plan. However, during the 1969=-70 academic
¥Year, Rutgers recruifed 2l Puerto Ricans under the Urban University
?rogram, co that the total of Puerto Ricans in Camden County receiving
financial assistance during thé second year of E.O0.F. rese te 2?;2

The increase in Puerto Rican participation in programs for

theAdisadvantaged on a statewide basis was é%en more remarkable. A
total of 197 Puerto Ricans received financial help out of a total of
3,900 disadvantaged students enroclled in New Jersey colleges. Tha ~
iggrease can be attributed largely to the actior of Mr. Allan H.

Hbcre, the Executive Dlrector of the Educational Gppartunity Fund.

Hr. Hanre wrate to each nf the presidents ef calleges in New J'

that have Puertc ican papulatlans naar or. withln cgmmuting distance
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a letter expressing his concern that:

"the college in its recruitment efforts should seek %o enroll
more Spanish-speaking students in the program; and that the
advisory committee should have representation from the Puerto
Rican community if it is to become reievant to the needs of
‘the Spanish-speaking people."”

The above recommendation was sent to each of the college

presidents as part of an evaluation of the local administration of

N

E;O.F. programs. As a result of the suggestions of the Executive

Director of E.0.F., Rutgers College of South Jersey added two Puerte
Rican recruiters te its staff, Armando Rodriguez and Angelo Carrion.
The 21 Puerto Rican students that enrolled in the Urban University

Program at Rutgers in the fall of 1969 represented 10 per cent of

~the total number of Puerto Ricans getting aid from the Educational

Opportunity Fund, and indicates the good respouse that can bhe

obtained from the Puerto Rican population when bilingual recruiters

‘are used.
i

- - HE PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

ine purpose of this study was to analyze Puerto Rican respﬁnse

" to the Qpportunities £ar higher educaticn ugde* Educatlonal Oppor-"*
1tuniiy Fund pregrams in Gamden Gnunty. The Educat;anal Dppartun;ty

VFundfwas begun hy the Stata of New Jersey to help the ynuth of

"?minarity groups wha ‘are. ecanﬁmically andfeducationally disadvantaged

nor'W1lliam T. Gahillj":
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pertigsét to ask - why has not Puerto Rican participation in such
programs been greater?

There are now 40,000 Puerto Rican children-attending New
Jafsey's public schools. Most live in communities where the
educational facilities are subétandard¢1 The mnjpritj-are from the
lowest income gxcup-ggd are more likely to be educationally and
uéaeially deprived. Puerto Ricans représent an imﬁartant target
population for Educational Opportunity Fund Programs. The purpose
of thie study then was ﬁo survey tﬁe prospects of recruiting more
Puerto Ricans in programs providing a Eigher education for minorities.
Ia do this the fallow;ng questions were asked'

2. Wnat are the Educational Opportunity Programs for the

disadvantaged in Camden County?
2. What has been the Puerto Rican response to these programs?
3. Has the Puerto Rican community been aware of the Edu¢at1)n&l
'~ Opportunity Fund and its programs?
4. Have Puerto Rican secondary students been aware of the
Educational Oppnrtun;ty Fund, and did they have college

intentionsg?
5. What can be done to increaee Puerto Rican participation
in Educational Opportunity Fund Programs?

- Im the United States one of every twenty Americans attends
sone 1nst1tuticn cf higher edueationg In Pégrto Rico the percentage
‘115 cansiderabla lgwer - ana af SDO Puerta ‘Ricans goes to college.
The Puerte Rlcan percantage is. h;gher than the percentage of Puerto

'Eleans 11v1ng on' the mainland whn attend callege because thera is no

 ¥lg§guggegba:rig;vt9 ucation in Puerta Rleo. Ihe need fcr English ,

g'éfé;séégﬂéi anguage i  he Unlted States shanges canslderably the

 ,;;Educat1en in New Je Jaek
T September 1959) pp. 15,20.

A

~ _j;1?&1uﬂ~¢
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY
The Puerto Rican population an_tﬁe mainland United States

continues to grow at a rapid rate. Over 200 citieé in the United

States now have Puerto Rican settlements. Eﬁany of these cities are
%chtipregared to iandle neicamers in large numberé‘in their edﬁéati@nal
. systems. TUnfortunately, studies written about the Puerto Rican in

New York City ai= often ignafeg as ﬁat applicable to the local

situgtien, becansé of ﬁhe much large#rscale of population and the ,
complexity of the problem of educating a minority population of half%
a-million people. '

Since a study af a medium-s;zed American city is more gppra—

priate to the problems confraﬁting educators in a majority of med;um-
Bized school’ systems, the G;ty ef Camden, New Je:sey was ehoseni.'
camien has haa a Puerto Rlcan eammun;tj for moer than two decades.
Yet problems Qerslst in ‘both the cammunity and the schools that

‘shauld have been snlved years aga.

Ihe Need far the Studz

The situatinn in camdan is much like that discavered by

-VG-,thsht Hills uhegfh bdirected a Columbia University study of the;.

City in 19#7-48. sa;d that he'




6

unprepared to receive large numbers of minority groups into its
midat. Facts tend tcrremain obscure, because the majarity like to
pretend the minority isn't there.

The educational situation facing Puerto Rican youth in main-
land schools is especially difficult when school boards are not

pPrepared to provide special ftreatment fcr minority group children.

Vﬁcst cities have no official data to indicate the.nature of the needs

or problems facing Puerto Rican residents of the area; din fact, many
are unaware of tﬁe number of Spanish organizations in their respective
cammunities-l 7
This study will provide basié-informatiﬂn about the nature

Kéﬁd organization of tﬁe Puérto\?ican community in Camden, New Jersey, . = &<
a medium-gized American eity. It will provide basic infarmaﬁinn

that can be used fcr studies af needs related to bllingual instruction

fpr Puerto Rlsan chlldren frnm klndergarten te callege. In aﬂdltinn,br
this study wlll prav;de information that should enable the Puerto

Bican cammunity to he more resp9551ve ta 1ta ﬁwn needs.

Qhe anation af the Studz

The author realded in Camden far twc-and-oneﬁhalf years':‘

'_éuring that time, while a pastur Qf twa Puerta Ricap cangregat;ans,,V
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Unfortunstely, the city has paid little attention to the Puerto Rican

minority and its needs. It :is hoped that through this study, com-

» munities with newer Puerto Rican papuiatiéns can av.id some of the

mistakes made in Camden.

The Puerto Rican community started in 194k when Campbell Soup

'offered a work contract of six months to male Puerto Ricans and pro-

vided them with temporary héusing. Barracks were buailt ia North

'Camden at a loz at;on near the factory. Fifteen hundred Puerto Ricans

accepted Campbell's job offers earning an aversge wage of 67 cents an

hour. At the end of the six months nearly 1000 of the above workers :

returned to Puerto Rico, while the remainder settled in Gamdenal
- In 1945 ten families arrived in Camden, Thirty more families
arrived during the following year. Fron 1948 to 1950 many migratory
farm warkers from Sauth Jersey settled in Camden when seasonal work
was over. Those who found w;nter emplﬁyment brcught their families

, .

to Camden. . -

’During the Kbraag War, 1950 to 1953, Puerto Ricans were

neﬂu;d in the averall 1abor market. Thej ¢§me in sufficient numbars
.ta make it neeessar? for the Canmanwealth of Puerto Rico to establish

a M;gratian foice. The ngrat;an Dlvisian af the cgmmeawa *th af

‘the papulatian nf Puertc R;cans in Gamden ta ‘be

"decade of emigratian.2
brnught a decrease in the numher oI,

iith’thg 1969 censua indieating
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only 4,000 in the area. In the most recent decade, however, there
has been a steady inerease, so that there are an extimated 8,500 now

in reaidence within a mile radius of the South Jersey campus of

Rutgers University.

THE METHOD OF STUDY AND THE ANTICIPATED RESULTS

T : Ia:praparing this astudy, use was made of personal interviews
and guesfiennaires_ It was assumed that an estimate of the impact of
programs of Educational ngertunity*fer higher education on the Puerto
Rican community could be measu?ed. Interviews were conducted with

the Puerto Rican elite, which consiated of the following:

1. The employees of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rlee

. 2+ Federal employees

3. State employees
t 4, County employees

5. City employees
6. Professional men .
7+ Clergymen '
8. Businessmen
9. Presidents of social clubs

10. Representetives of 1aber uniene and industry

To provide an eetimete of the petent;ai number of Puerto
Ricans interested in ceking advantage ef equal educational oppor-

tunitiee nf higher edueatien, a sgrvey waa taken of ‘Puerto Rieans

,enrnlled in eeeen&ary eeheels — et Pyne Pcynt Juniar High Seheol. at.

| Weedrct Wllsan High Sehegl ena etl_ mden High Scheel. Thie survey,
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The Instrument Used

The basic assumption of this project is that the awareness of
Puerto Ricans to opportunities for higher education in Camden County
could be measured. A questionnaire was used in the interviews with
the Puerto Rican elite as to whether they had ever fisitea either the
campus of Rutgers South Jersey, at Fourth and Penn Streets, or the
;ampus of Cawden County Collega in B;ackwégd; ‘

This project measured the impact of the Educational Oppor-
tunity Fund on both the community as a whole and the individual Puerto
Ricén student.: ﬁeséareh of Puerto Rican organizations was carried on
by door-~to-door calls, in order to lé@rn the names and addresses of
. ¢lubs, churches, and leaders. Where none of these methods was
successful, telephone calls and correspondence were used.

The leits of the Studl

All surveys were conducted with Puerto gicans living in Camden
County. Those questioned were asked if they had ‘ever heard of the
Educational Dppcrtunity Fund and ;f they knew of the programs for the
 educat1anal1y and ecanemically disadvantaged heing orfered at Rutgers'
"Sauth Jersey«sampns and at Camden Gaunty'College. This proaeet was
'*la ined to pragrams far tha disadvantaged in Gamden Caunty, sponsored

‘ 2by :ollages 1acated in the county.;=‘

reater utiliz tion of oppartunities can be raalizad ameng

educatlenaL cpmmitmant ta the

the key to any successful -

tudies Program was not in-
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program for higher education is the initiative of the public schools.

Without their cooperation all programs for the disadvantaged are

greatly handicapped. Ths schools need a positive attitude toward the

needs of the Puerto Rican population. The results of this Projects

have shown:

9

-

9.
10.

1.
i2.

There 1s no organized effort by the Puerto Rican elite to
encourage the disadvantaged Puerto Rican to go to college.
The educational level of the parent is more influential on
the young than the attainments of the elite.

Colleges that fail to use bilingual recruiters have severe
handicaps in increasing Puerto Rican enrollment.

Colleges that do not sponsor Puerto Rican cultural events
have less opportun’ty to be known in the community.
Counselors in the public schools are overworked and have
inauffiecient time for guidance and counseling.

The Camden Publie Schools are unresponsive to the special
needas of Puerto Rican children..

Puerto Rican representation on the advisory boards of
college E.O0.F. programs has only been token.

Family counseling by school counselors, or a staff of
Spanish~speaking counselors assigned to Puerto Rican ehil-
dren, could counteract negative community factors.

Schools need to carry out remedial programs based on & plan
of dropout prevention through early detection.

Public schools have a responsibility to the disadvantaged
student even after he has dropped out. Referral information
on all dropouts should be given to Adult Basic Schools,
G.E.D. Programs, the 0.I.C., and special programs for the
dlsadvantaged 5pansared by *astitutions of higher education.

Puerto Ricans who have weakened family structures are more

likely to suffer economic and educational disadvantages.
The Puerto Rican community lacks community arganlzatlon and
a sense. nf caaperatlon amang “its leadersg




CHAPTER II

EDUCATIONAL OPFPORTUNITY FUND PROGRAMS IN CAMDEN COUNTY

There are two institutions of higher education in Camden
-County with Educational Opportunity Fund programs for the education-
ally and economically deprived, Théy are the College of South Jersey
(Rutgers) located in Camdern at Fourth dﬁd Penn Streets, and Camden

céunty College, twelve miles southeast of the city at Blackwood,

‘Hew Jersey.

Camden Gounty Ggllege,“sinca'itS“apening 1n-$eptember~1967;

has'develaﬁed a number of effective pragrams aimed at reaciuing the
1

disadvantaged youth of Gamden County. Uﬂﬁer the leadership of

.. Walter L. Gordnn, Di:ector of Gommunity Affalrs, Camden Gounty College.

_‘has en;oyed a reputatzan far 1eadershlp in prggrama far reaching the

Vyuuth of mlnoritles.f A Secand Chance Pragram ‘was started during the

'bsummeritigmjof 19683v
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Center City campus. A New Careers Program was initiated during the

first semester of its operation. The second semester brought an
increase in the number of participants, when it was announced that
youths nineteen years and older would be admitted into the college

without high school diplomas.

The Second Chance Program
Twenty-nine persons enrolled in Camden County.College's

Second Chance Program. According to Mr. Gordon, most of these

etudents had considered collegé an impossibility only a year befors.
i

|
j
~English, mathematics and speech. 'Students completing this work were '

The college offered remedial courses of six weeks' duration in

given apenings in the fall program of studies without having to go
through the regular admissions procedures encountered by ather

tudents.

The twenty-nine students that were enrolled varied in ages

"from nineteen to forty-omse. iny fﬁur of the twenty-nine were malé,
prbbablj ﬁécauEE‘it;wés‘m@re ﬁiffieult*for men to quit their jobs and
go to school than fnr women, Mést of the women however had the finan%
vcial assistanae af the Department of Welfare. which prnvided them |
'tith haby sitterskfar their children. The expenses of the summer’~
'pragram were paid by the Educatlanal 6pportunity Fu Those students

'that entered callege»in“the fall were aisa given Educatienal Qppar—
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Their ages ranged from eighteen to fifty. The Educational Oppor=-

tunity Fund paid all of their college expenses such asg tuiﬁion. books,

transportaticn and fees. Support money was ebtained from athér

saurceé, such as Educational Qpportunity Grants (federal); Federal
Defense Educational Act‘Laans; Work~Study Funds, and New Jersey State

_Schalsrshiy Programs. The program was unigue to New Jersey. 21z Cam-

den County College wams the first institution of higher.education

offering a full-time course of instruction for high school drépéuts;l
Most of the dropouts taking advantage of this prggram'had

reached the-elevenﬁﬁ grade. They were given pre=college courses to

prepafe them for the General Educational Development Test, commonly

-called the G.E.D. Tutorial aid, counseling and library erie;tation
were all a part of the progran.

The Educational Qppcrtunity Act defines “disadvantagni
:student“ as anyane w1th a patential for college coming from a baek-

!

ground of economic or educational need. The goal of the One-Hundred-

GcﬁTa;co;;egeWE:égraﬁ was to bridgé thE'gap'betweenAtherhigh'Schaois

serving eulturally dePrlved youth and the college.

EHINT NPT RIS BRGSO A N e R tery 4 SN BT RIS e BT R PG RS

The methcds used by Mr. Gordon 1n hls successful 1nvalvement

of. the Black Cammunity of Gamden were outllned 1n a repart publ+shed

thy hlm and lncluded the following.v”

'_fLetters ta mini ters in the,,ounty. - Cas S
"Letters ta ;rlﬂcipa‘s,and gui’ance counselars in the hlgh el
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Good publicity was given the college by Second Chance studentssl

Most of the students came from the city of Camden. Of the
106 participants, only nine came from outlying afeas.g The ages of
the students could be divided into four groups:
19 students less than 20 years of age
59 students between the ages of 20=30

22 students between the ages of 31-40
6 students between the ages of 41-50, N

.

Academically, wmnest of the students needed help in Englisi. To provide

this, tutoring centers were opened in Camden at the Beil Telephone
Building, the Catholic Youth Génter, and the Puerto Ri;an Center,

A variety of speakers were brought to campus to speak on
urban and social affairs. Representatives from minariti groups
‘:elated success stories, with which each group could identify.

Part-time emplaymeﬁtﬁfar many students was arranged by Mr.
Garpenter. the guidance counselar,‘in business and industries in the
area. A list of names of students needin ,ﬁalg was given to the

|
managers of lncal departméit stores and employment was provided for
all who wanted jobs.

Tutorial prngrams were established ;;isampus by day in English
and at the s;ty aenter by nlght in mathematlcs. The staff had regular
meetlngs tﬁ prev1de advance planning as to the textbooks to be used

- uzth the disadvantageé tudent.s Because research graups had advised

agalnst thepuseuai grades, “the cellege decided not to give mid—term

1Walter L.: Gardan,:“Rgpcrt ta the Pr351dent“ March 1969.

- L EBarrinthn (1), Glementan (l), Cherry H;ll (1), Lawnside (1),
”z,Lindenwcld (1,'?Hagnolia (1), Ht. Ephralm (l)e Pennsauken ), Samer-_
'fdale (l), an, Westmant (1).,,,1 ’

e

3Gardan, "Repert to t':
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exaanatlnns, or mid-term grades. iHowever, the students expreased
dissatisfaction with the failure to receive grades and were, by their
ownn request, graded at the end of the semester.
‘ An evaluation of the semester's work by the students made it
6bvio;s that they neasded to be re-grouped for the second semester.
‘_§tudents, ﬁrefessars and egunselors participated in the evaluation
for re-forming the groups. The newly formed gréups were flexible and
were subje;t to review at.a later date so that further changes could
be made. Those who showed the’highest potential for academie work
leading to a baccalaureate degree were placed in one group. The
second group consisted of students whose goal would be a two year,
Associate of Arts degree. The third group included those who had less
potential énd who negdedra ééntinuing education to gain better employ-
ment, For the last group evening classes were structured to meet

their,needsil The number of students in each of the three groups

was as follows: %%
18 in Group I :
35 in Group 11 , —
23 in Group III '

Of the 106 starting in the Gne—HundredsGa-TaaCollege Pragram, thirﬁ3

dgqued out during the first term and did nat.partic;pate in the re-
grouping. | N
| 3 Camden Gaunty Gal;ege made pioneer efforts to get the Depart-
 _ment;§f ngher Educat;an to allgw schaal dropouts to enter college
) ﬁ”iiiﬁéﬁ;zhaving'taken ‘the General Educatlonal Develapmegt Test (G.E.D.),
‘;f;if §h§y were able to do- gaad wark. This conditional aéaaptaneé““

'f~ 7a1l§yé& them ta prcve whether gr not they were college materlal. All

'JH[

Ibldf: Pé E-,¢f ,f:; .J - ‘233
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students completing the year were admitted to the regular college

program in the féll of 1959,

Mr. Thomas Carpenter, the E.O0.F. Program counselor, provided
individual counseling sessions of thirty minutes' durgtian te each of
the participants. During this first interview, academic and voca=-
;;Fianal zoals were &isc;SSQd along with various sggial. economie,
ﬁealth and educational problems confronting the'sfudent.l

Women made up the majority of the Educational Opportunity
Fuﬁd participants. Most of the female students received welfaré
support. Fifty ger:cent of them had children grcﬁing up without the
aid of a father in the home. Yet the women who participated in the
. program had the lowest attrition rate. Students receiving welfare
assistance were less likely to drop out than the young single male
student with less reéponsibility.

The problems confronting the students were almost over-
whelming., The guiéaﬂce ccunsélor cooperated with the various ageﬁcies
in the community in order to provide coordinated services to the

students with families.

The Summer Program of 1969

During the summer of 1969 a second six-week program was
operated on the campus of Gamdenﬁcéuntylcollega for high school
graduatea whose grades were nétngcodlénéugh for entrance into regular
;ﬁilege pfagrams;' Teamrteaghing was used to upgrade the skill afr
étu&en£5'in»English and rea&ing.' This program gave a boost tn.high

schnml“g:adgétgsﬂwho were ill—equipped to handle college subjects.

Aphonas Carpentér, "Counseling Prégrad for *'100--Go-To=

College'" (Blackwood, N.J.) February 17, 1969, p. 9.

5q .
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The course in communications prepared the students tc move as fast as
possible into a fully accredited English program. At the end of the
six-week period, the following results were obtained:
3 entered the regular English 101 Gaurse-
.8 entered the four-period course in English
20 entered a six-period course in English
.10 entered a pre-~college English course (six of these were
_____ Puerto Ricans)
e L1 total participants in the 1969 summer program
Fellow students were used to check on absences. All forty-one
participants entered callege in the fall of 1969. The college
enrollment socared past EiQOO§ with 1,900 full-time students and 1,200
part-time students. Students are able to carry a full-time progranm
either day or night. During the second year 107 students received
E.O.F., assistance at Camden County College. The composition of these

107 students was as follows:

5 from the Second Chance Program
50 from the One-Hundred-Go-To-College Program
11 from the Camden City Night Program
41 from the Summer Program of 1969

107 total participation paid by E.O.F.:

The New Careers Program

The Gamdanlcaﬁnty Offiée of Economic Opportunity signed a con-
tract with Camden County College to provide more education for the
employees of 0.E.0. in Gamdeﬂ County. This program wés set up in
Camden with the college paying rental fcr space on the second floar_
of. the bank at Broadway ard carman Streets.' The 1aeatinn facgs tha
Broadway Ex;t of the LindenwoldsPhiladelph;a Speed Line.

Gurrently, the Camden G1ty campus is apen from 9 00 A. Hi ta
12360 ngqn an-Hagday and Wedngsdgy,;and frﬁm_Q;DD A.M. to. k130 P.M.

- om Tueé&g&land‘Thﬁrsdéy; *Cbufs%s afg 6ffera&_in-preﬁco11ége English, -

 Freshman English 101; Sbciology'lblg- Psychology 101; Minority
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History, and Sociology 21i. The Center City campus provides para-
professionais from the Opportunities Industrialization Center, Camden
Day Care Centers, the Office of Economic Opportunity, Head Start and
other community actlan programs with opportunltles to advance in
their existing jobs by further training. The folce of Economic
Oppertunity at-500 Broadwayﬁacfeens all candidates.
h Second semester courses started February 1970 with the
“following follow-up credits to all first-semester courses:
English 102 -
Sociology 102
Minority History 102
Peychology 211 (Child Psychology) : |
Sociology 201 (Family Sociology) ' |
New students were added during the second semester. Mr.
Gordon antieipatés the Center ﬁill soon be open full-time and operate
on a self-sustaining basis.

5

The Opea Door Campus

Early in 1970 anafher program was started at Camden City
branch of Gaﬁéen County College. Anyone over nineteen fearg of age
could enroll in college ccurses with or without a high schccl dipiema_
A total of f@rty-flve students respanded to the advertising. campalgn
that was carried on in Febrwary. Nays was released thraugh telei
visinn, radla and newspapers to the effect that ths New Jersey Offlce'
of Eigher Edmcatlon had granted 1nst1tut1ans af higher edueatian in
New Jersey pe;missian “...ta enroll all studants ;n colle;e pragrams j
who have ‘a. high schoﬂl ﬂiplama or. 1ts egulvalent, ar have attaiaed :

the,age of ninetgen-;n.thg gugrggt gellegg pragram,“l

YJames Stewart, Courier Pest, Photo Story, February 1, 1970.
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Puerto Rican Participation

Camden Cguﬁtj Gallege was the firsi institution of higher
education in Camden dcunty to enroll Puerto Ricans under financial
assistanc= programs paid for by the Educational Dpporgunity Fund.

S5ix students were registered in the_first_year (1968), while none

_ were registered at the College of South Jersey (Rutgers). 1In this
;ense Camden County College started well. vHawefef, it must be
regreited- that ﬁhile this participatiﬂn has been small, a majority of
the Puerto Ricans have not continued in college because of personal

problems. Only seven Puerto Ricans participated in the One~Hundred-

Gchc—Ceileggr?gggrama All but two dropped out before the year was

finished. Three Puerto Rieaﬁs attended the Center City evening
school for dropouts, aﬂd'all'drcgped out! Nine Puerto Rican higﬁ
school graduates Participated in the program for under-achievers
during the summer of 1969, but enlﬁ two finished the program. This
leaves the cgllegg ﬁith one Pﬁerﬁo Rican who registered through regu-
lar admissions prace&ufes. out of a student bédy of 3,000 students.
. Five Puerto Risans}cantinued in therégcgnd semester of tgg
Camden City Evening Program. ﬁhyfﬁhég is Puerto Rican participation
inyptagrahs of higher eduéafiag so small? The author heiieves the
aﬁsie: can be féuna.énly‘by laakinélgt.thé'cémplex’picture presented
in'thé inner city and the fSté'afrtha Puerto Ric;g child in e¢ity pub-
;1§ 3¢hééls.’,chégters.Iﬁreé and Foui’will‘deal with these aspects

in greater detail.

27
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PROGRAMS FOR THE DISADVANTAGED AT THE COLLEGE

OF SOUTH JERSEY

The Erhggiﬁniye;sitz

Rutgers - The State University, one of the olQEEt in the
United States, was until recently committed to an admissions policy
~ based on exclusion. A%ré result of the Newark riots and a wave of
Elask power protests on gsampus, Preéident Gross committed the college
- to a course of actién responsive to minority needs. By this commit-
ment, Rutgers has expaﬁded it=s fale in meeting the educational needs

of Neéw Jersey 58 students.

The Urban Univers:ty was establlshed by the Board of Gavernors
to enable more students from the urban centers in which Rutgers is
lo:ated (Gaﬁden, Newark énleew Brunawick) to attend college. Stu-
dents who had financial problems or educational deficiencies that
fermerly would have prevented them from entering callege now have
access to the University via the Urban University Department. Pro-

grams are provided to give compensatory courses and financial aid to g

the disadvantaged.
| Any student who is a recent graduate of Camden High School,
Woo&fow Wilsén‘Bigh Schéal,'camden Catholic High Schoal, St. Joseph's
Cathedral Academy or Gamden Teghnical—Vceatlanal Schccl and is a
,resldent of Gamden is now eligible for the pragram 1f his financial
needs meet the establlsheﬂ guidellnas.l
Eaeh Urban Univarsity Department studant has a pregram of

gtudjiua;kedﬂcntwua meet hls;indlvidual;ngeds. Each student takEE at

LT Letter from "Rutgers Urban Universlty Department“ (Camden“
N J.. Nﬁvemher 11. 1969)-
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lerst one regular, college-credit course. Courses in the area of -
skill-development, such as mathematics,rEnglish and reading, and study
skills are provided. Students move into a full load of college-
credit-ccurses as sooun as performance in both skills-development and
c¢ollege courses indicates snccess.

Thé Urban Univérsity provides funds for t;e payment of tui-
tion and an allowance for books. If finaneial need is éxtreme, funds
for'commut{ng and living éxpenses may be applied for through the
Finar -ial Ald Office. - V

The rate of progress varies tith each stﬁdent‘ Most students
who make regular progress will graduate in four and one half or five
years. Some observers have asked, does this policy of inclusion mean
that Rutgers has lowered its standards? The answer, frequently given,
is that it is the faéulty that makes the standards of a university,
not the students.l Rutéers continues to provide a first-class educa-
tional facility for the pegpi; of South Jersey, but at the same time
it has also expanded its services té include students who might, for
economic reasons,-ba denied the a?portunity ;f higher education.
Instructors are not expected to alter their standards because of the
pfesence of speelally-admltﬁed students in the unlverslty.g

As of Apr;l 1976 the Legislature has not earmarked additlanal .
,maney; and the Urban Univer51ty Gpen Admlsglons Policy is in psril.v

Educatlanal Qppartunity Fund money is the unly source of- suppart

gya;lable at the present timei»

1“The Urban Unlversity Pragran“ (Camden, July 1, 1969).1

EStephen ‘M. Puqust, Philadalph;a Inqulrer (Txenton Bureau,
-. March 11, 1970).‘- R .
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Armando Rodriguez as Director and Angelo Carrion as a counselor.

Both are Puerto Ricans who have related well to the Puerto Rican com-
munity. They are the two recruiters who were responsible for getting
twenty-one Puerto Ricans enrolled in the Urban University Progran.
ihough beginning late, Rutgers made a sizable ccnfribution to the

jump in Puerto Rican étudents under E.O0.F., from seventy-one during

1ts first year of operation, to one hundred sixty-seven in 1969.

Going to high schools they have found eounselers sharing their concern

to assist minority groups to attend institutions of higher education.

bath in and outside the state of New Jersey. Talent Search aimed to
help youth discover their patenﬁial, whether in vacatianal or other
kinds of training. |

The Director, Armando Rodriguez, soon discoveredrthat the
Puerto Rican gas two walls of racism to overcome -~- white racism on
one hana and black racism p# the nther. Rodriguez regigﬁed in August
1?69 and returned to the Adult Basic Education Center where he
farmeriy worked. M:a Angeia Garriaﬁ is currently the Director of
Operaticn Talsat Searéh;" |

Puerto Rleaus see the Gamden resldence reguirement of the
Urhan Unlverslty as 8. means of exclus;ag af Puert@ Ricans frem Vine=

rland and frnm Puertq R;co who would 1;Ee to attend Rutgers Univer31ty.

' ‘Th1s applies as. well to the restrlctinn that part;cipants Df the

iﬂrhan Unlversity be graduates af higﬂ sehaols ﬁlthin the clty llmLts.

'This excludes any Pue:ta Rlcan emigrant whn eatablished residencg in

LI

,_ fi3t)i 
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Camden after graduation from high school,
The new tactics of the Puerto Rican to fight the restric=-
tions that limit their opportunities in tﬁe Urban University were
to oréanize the atudents of the University. These students recruit
former friends b& making contact with key persons in each grade in
;xthe various high sehooisa fhus éormer students f;gm'the high schools

used old contacts and friendships as a means of getting more Puerto

Ricans interested in college.

Puerto Rican Participation j

The College of South Jersey has an enrollment of 1,600 fulle
_time students and 3,000 part-time students. The Urban University
Program which was started at the beginﬁing of the 1969 academic year
brought l?é students from éamden high school=, mostly blacks., Twenty-
one of the 176 students were Pueréb Ricans. Again, comparing 25
students to 4,600 full-and part-time students indicates that the
A Puarto-Ricans!gartiaipgting_?gpresentia very small number,

The purpose of th;s research érajectkyas to study why Puerto
Rican i;folvement was so esmall, To find the answer we went:ta the
Euerta'gican ccmmunity[itself'ta see héw maﬁj of its leaders ﬁad‘
heard of the Edncatianal OPpartunlty Fund and .programs far higher

-udﬁ=ation af the. disadvantaged.,




CHAPTER III

POERTO RLCAN CDMMUNITY AWARENESS TO EDUGATIGNAL OPPORTUNITY

PEOGRAHS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION

Twenty-five years have passed since the Campbell Soup Company
first brought Puerto Ricans to Camden to work in the Front Street
plant., During these twenty-five years; a large number of second-
generation fuertn Ricans have obtained employment in many lefels of
bath the city and state gavernﬁents, liany of the Puerto Rican Power
Elite, to borrow the C. Wright Mills phrase,l are children of the
first families that arrived in 19&5.

Oscar Lewis has written,a‘manumental ba@k on Puerto Ricana
living in a "Culture of Pavgfty in San Juan and ilew York."2 Puerto
Rico has been under the control and influgnée of the United States
since 1898, it became an "unincorporated territory" im 1901, and a
'cgmmonﬁealth in 1252, Puerto Ricans have been American citizens
since 1917. He wrote: |

| "Of three. and a half million Puerto Ricans, one million
live in the United States and over. 600,000 in New York City,
"where most of hem .live in - Poverty. They have a Tery low

~educational level" (the lowest of. any ethnic group in the
eity), a high 1ncidence nf mental disab;l;ty and a relatlvely

_ IG. Wr;ght Mills, The _Power wer Elite, Oxford Unlve:sity Preas,
Fair Ia.'n, N J-‘v 1956i . . ) . B

205=ar Lewis, La Vida, Randam Hou:e, Imc., New York, 1966-
- 25 o
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high rate of tuberculosis - caiditions which refelct the
poverty of their native land".

Few of the Puerto Rican elite of Camden live in poverty.
While mone can be classified as rich, yet they are well established,
fully integrated, middle class families.

-

THE PUERTO RICAN ELITE
Maris Redriguez, formerly a Councilman of the Gity'of Camden,

was & candidate for mayor in the clection of May, 1969. An Indepen-
dent Demacrat, he yﬁlledlthe éécond highest number of votes of any
election in which three candidates were in the field. Mariowwas
opposed by Jasegh Nardi, the candidate of boeth the Bepubliaag’and
Democratic Parties on 'a fusion ballot, and by Tom Gramigna; another
"machine" candidaté who ran to split the vote. Mr. Gramigga.is an
employee of Joseph Nardi in the new city administraﬁian,- Rodriguez
would have won the election if it bad not been a three-way vote, but
Tom G:amignatsuccessfully-arEi away some of the protest vcte'(from

Mario) of voters who were not aware of the behind—the-scenes pclitical

playa. Harla, a gractic;ng Gathalic, gathered a group of layal
Iriends and members: of the family into a hardiwarking wnlunteer ,
organization. As the first Pugrta Rican to Tun for mayor, he made a
‘ sirang raéaa A_year after the eleatlan, he thaughtfully refleeted"
. , "The penple were nat ready far anathe: refarm candi—'A
. date. The failure of the. previous mayor ‘who was also an
independent Demccrat, to fulfill the .hopes and: aspirations

, of the peaple, made it difflcult ta get them 1nterested in —
- backlng another crusada;“; o .

‘EHario Ecdrisuez, in his hame, Harah 50, 1970;
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Another important element of the elite in Camden County is
the Regicnal Office of the Department of Migraticn of the Govern-
ment of FPuerto Rico. The Commonwealth msintains an office at 333
the Bureau of Labor. It is concerned with Puerto Rican migrant
. workers in four states including New Jersey, Panﬁsylvania, Dela=~
. WaTe, and Maryland, The officers and employees of the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico are not under Civil Service. The Regien&licfiica
maintains six programs concerned with (1) employment; (2) ééiieua

cure; (3) social services; (4) community organization; (5)

educe.tion; and (6) public relations.

The Commonwealth Regional Office under the Departmént of
Migration operates under a handicap, however, bescause many Puerto
Ricans look upon it as a farm labor office. 1Its canneetien.with the
Bureau of Iébar and its concern for farm workers and their work con-
tracts in the four-state area requires that several of its staff
devuta,fuil time ﬁo farm-lator concerns. . | |

| Forty-two persons of the Puerto Rican elite we?e interviewed
and given an copportunity to check the answers on the questiéﬁﬁaire
as to their knawledgé of the pfégrams for equal apparﬁnnit?fat
Rutgers South Jersey and Camden Ceunty G«:rllege.;L 5

The Puerto Rican elite is, by an large, knawledeable about
what is going on in their community. They knew more about Eutgers

Univarsity and its Programs for the disadvantaged than they did abaut

Gagdgn chnty.ﬁallege. Roughly twice as many had visited Rutgers

;AppéndiI,I.

34
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TABLE I
THE PUERTO RICAN ELITE OF CAMDEN COUNTY

Staff at the Regional Office, Commonwealth of Puerto Rico:
Rafael Munoz, Regional Director
Julio C. Falcon, Assistant Regional Director
Iuis Delgado, Supervisor of the Regional folce
Godeofredo Janer, Migration Specialist
Raul Rivera, Secretary for Regional Office
Carmen Fernandiz, Secretary at the Regional folce
Employcezz of the State of New Jersey:
Diego vastelicions, Department of Higher Education, Trenton
Armando Medina, Depariment of Higher Education, Trenton
Hector Rodriguez, Department of Community Affairs, Trenton
Ismael Rodriguez, State Highway Department, Camden
Lydia Sanchez, Department of Employment Security, Camden
Hilda Negron, Department of Employment Security, Camden
Employees of Camden County:
Mario Rodriguez, Camden County Parks Commissioner, Collingswood
Francisco Diaz, Camden County Office of Economic Qpportunity,
' Camden
Employee of the Delaware Port Authority:
Jacob Cruz, Delaware Port Authority, Camde-.
Employees of the City of Camden;
Wilfredo Feliciano, Code Enforcement Office, Camden
Rosalina Pastoriza, Health Department, City of Camden
Clem Queiroz, Vice Commander and Sergeant Detective
Orlandec Rodriguesz, Bureau of Communications, Police Department
Michael Gonzales, Juvenile Bureaun, Police Department
Jose Rivera, Patrolman, Police Department
Involved in Education:
Luis Rodriguez, Member of the Board of Education, Camden
Aggie Cintron, Teacher, Cooper's Poynt School
Dr. Luis Ite La Cuesta, Director, ABE Learning Center
Armando Rodriguez, Professor, ABE lLearning Ceuter
Jose Rivera, Community Worker, ABE learning Ceater
Rev. Jose Rios, Counselor, Opportunities Industrialization Center
Maria Cortes, Counselor, Evening School, 0.I.C.
Edgardo Cortes, Recruiter, Evening Sehool, 0.I.C.
Medicine:
© Dr. Fgusto Bastidas, H.D., Baird Boulevard, Camden
- Dr. Juan Sosa, Penn Street, Camden
Mra. Mary Jan Snyder, Nurse, Lady of Lourdes Haspital
Law:
Joseph Rodrlguez, rown, Connery, Kulp and Willy
Industry: '
Robert Rodriguez, Manager, R.C.A. Service Company, Gloucester
Iuis Quinones,
Labor Unions:
Victor lopez, Campbell Soup Union Leader
Jorge Melendez, Campiell Scup Unlon Member

e 35
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Marz Media:

Ricardo Munoz, WCAM and Channel 17

Diego Castellanos, Staff Writer, Camden Courier-Post
Housing:

Jesus Rodriguez, MIRA
Insurance:
. Nelson Montes

than had visited Camden County College. There was a great deal of

uricertainty among them as to wh :-her there was any local Puerto Rican

\”organizaticn giving scholarship aid to Puerto Rican youth. A few

ERIC o 36

mentioned efiorts in years past to start such a fund through dances,
ba:guets and parades. But.ﬂﬁn; of these effarts produced sufficient
profits to be of ény monetary value tQ>Puertn Rican youth needing
financial help. While a few seemed to think that theré was a Puertc?
Rican erganizatien‘ﬁelginé to promote cgl;ege aspirations in the higﬁ
schools, none knew of any specific effort in Camden. Some meutioned
ASPIRA, a national orgaﬁizétien with headquarters in New York, which
has chapters in various parts of the country. The nearest ASPIRA
office to Camden is 1ocat§§ in Philédalphia, but has more than it can
do with the 35,000 Puerto Ricans resident there..

The Equal Oppértunity Funad was'felat;yely well known. This
is bgcausa of the dynamic leadership of Arman&a Medina in the Gaﬁdgn
area. Most of the Puerto Rican elite know Afmagde;‘ | ‘

At least a:&ézén of the Puerto Rican elite were not available
for interviews. Survey foras were 1eft at their homes with their
wives with instruetions.io: filli#g autragd mailing them. Nine of
these never regponded even though three éisits_wera made to personally
collect the forms. Independence and lack of cooperation has tradif
tionally hudicappea the Puerto Rican elite from effectively

cooperating on behalf of the community.

IToxt Provided by ERI




A,

B.

D.

TABLE 2

THE AWARENESS OF THE PUERTO RICAN ELITE
(based on 42 interviews)

TO THE PROGRAMS FDR THE DISADVANTAGED AT RUTGERS UNIVERSITY:
Affirmative Negative

1.
2.

e
b,

l.
2,
3.
k.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Persons who had visited the campus. 31
Persons who knew Puerto Rican students '
attending Rutgers University. . 29
Persons who had heard of the Urban ' ‘ ‘
University. 22
Persons who had heard of Operation

Talent Search. . 17?7

Persons who had visited the campus at

Blackwood. 17?7
Persons who knew Puerto Rican students
attending the Blackwood campus. , 18
Persons who had visited the Camden

Center City Campus.’ 17
Persons who knew Puerto Rican students
attending the Center City Campus. 12
Persons who had heard of the Second

Chance Program of 1968. 11
Persons who had heard of the 100-Go-
To~College Program of Fall of 1968, io
Persons who had heard of the Summer

Program of 1969. 11
Persons who had heard of the Open

Door Program at Center City. ' 11

TO THE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FUND OF THE STATE OF

1.

2.

Persons who had heard of the Educational

Opportunity Fund. — 27
Persons who kpew that state aid was

available in some form or other. : 29

7O PUERTO RICAN YOUTH WITH COLLEGE INTENTIONS:

1.

Persons who knew of Puerto Rican nrganiza-
tion giving scholarship aid to youth. - S

2. Persons who knew of Puerto Rican organiza-

tion giving programs in schools to
encourage youth to aspire to college. 9

3. Persons who knew of Puerto Rican youth

b,

who would go to college if given

financial aid, ' ’ 25
Persons who had encouraged youth outside T

4their own family to go-to college. 33

37

11
13
20

25

. TO THE PROGRAMS FOE THE DISADVANTAGED AT CAMDEN COUNTY COLLEGE:

25
24
25
30
31
32
31
31
NEW JERSEI:
15
13

33
33

17
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PUERTO RICAN CHURCHES
It would be expected that the mést interested person in the
cnmmunitj in assisting youth to go to college would be the pastor of
Spanish-speaking congregations. Such is the case among the Remén
Catholic clergy. One hundred per cent of the Roman Catholic clergy
" were aware of @pgartuﬁities for higher educatienland were in the van-
guard encousnring Puerto Rican youth tﬁ.use any cpportunitieé for
further study. The involvement of the Roman Catholic clergy“in;
education is the reason why the Roran Catholic clergy was more
informed of educational oppgrtuniti=§. For example, the Holy Name
Parochial School has an enrollment of 375 Puerto Ricans, whiéh
accounts for eighty per cent of their enrollment.
TABLE 3
SPAHISH*SPEAKING CLERGY

Rev. Fernando Gracia, Asamblea de Dios, 2701 Hayes Street

Rev. Armando Rodriguez, Iglesia Bautista, 814 North Fourth Street

Rev. Eliecer Rodriguez, Iglesia Bautista, 608 North Fourth Street

Rev. Robert Smith, Iglesia Metodista, Sixth and State Streets

Rev, Jose Rios, Iglesla Luterana, Stevens Street :

Rev. Chriztopher Cordero, Iglesia Pentecostal, 444 North Eighth Street .

Rev. Manuel Colon, Iglesia de Dios Pente:ﬂstal 629 Elm Street ;

Rev. Juanita Martinez, Defensores de lLa Fe, 901 South Fourth Streest :

Rev. Jose Garcia, Iglesia Adventista, 611 South Third Street : -

Rev. Juan Soto, Iglesia Cristiana Pentecostal, 733 State St:eet :

Rev, Carmelo Lugo, Casa de Jehova, 636 York Street

Rev. Antonio Vega, Iglesia de Dies del Septlma Dia, Seventh and
York Streets

Hermano Toribio Amaro, Salon Del Relnc, 1#54 South Ninth Street

Father Leonard Carrier, Lady of Fatima, 413 Benson Street

Father Roque Longo, Holy Name Church, Fifth and Vine Streets

Brother Philip, El Centro Hispano, Neighborhood Apostolate,
834 Braadway

,The P:Otestant ¢lergy was not well-informed of educational

oppnrtuhitiés-- Only one Prutestant clergyman was aware of prngrams

for h;gher education and the Educat;onal Oppartunity Fund. Ee .was the
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TABLE 4

THE AWARENESS OF SPANISH-SPEAKING CLERGY
: (based on 16 interviews)

A. TD PROGRAMS FOR THE DISADVANTAGED AT RUTGERS UNIVERSITY:
Affirmative Negative

1. Pastors who had visited the campus. .6 10
2. Pastors who knew Puerto Rican students
. attending Rutgers University. 6 10
s 3. Pastors who had heard of the Urban ;
University. 2 (Catholic)l3
4, Pastors who had heard of Operation _
Talent Search. , 3 Catholic 13

B. TO PROGRAMS FOR %HE DIZADVANTAGED AT CAMDEN COUNTY COLLEGE:
li.Pastors who had visited the campus at

Blackwood. 3 Catholic 13
2. Pastors who knew Puerto Rican students

attending the Blackwooed campus. % Catholic 13
3. Pastors who had visited the Camden 7

Center City Campus. 2 14

4, Pastors who knew Puerto Rican students

attending the Center City Campus. 1 15
5. Pastors who had heard of the Second :
7 Chance Program of 1968. 0 15
6. Pastors who had heard of the 100-Go-

To~College Program of Fall of 1968, o 15
7. Pastors who had heard of the Summer

Program of 19G9. 0 15
8. Pastors who had heard of the Open _

Door Program ut Center City. 0 15

£. TO THE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FUND OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY:
’ 1. Pastors who. had heard of the Educational

Opportunity Fund. 6 10
2. Pastors who knew that state aid was ‘
available in some form or other. 6 10

D. TD PUERTO RICAN YOUTH WITH COLLEGE INTENTIONS:
l- Pastors who knew of Puerto Rican organiza-
tion giving scholarship aid to youth. 1 15
2. Pagtors who knew of Puerto Rican organiza-
tion giving programs in schools to

encourage youth to aspire to college. 2 14
3. Pastors who had encouraged youth outside 7
their own family to go to college, 16 0

k, Pastors who knew of Puerto Rican youth
who would go to college if given B
financial aid. , 4 ! 12

- 39
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only full-time pastor completely supported by a Puerto Rican congrega-

tion, The rest §f the Protestant pastors have to supplement their
support either by working, or by contributions of white congrega-
tions. : o

Camden County College was totally uﬁkngwn ;o0 the Protestant
clergy warkinglwith Puerto Ricans. The lack of SPEQiSh!E?é&kiﬂg
personnel on the stalf of Camden County College accounts for this
lack of inicrmation, ngt gniy among clergymen, but among PuertolRican

siore-owners, Social Clubs and the camﬁunity in general,

PUERTO RICAN SOCIAL CLUBS

First impressions regarding Puertc Rican Social Clubs are
that they are for the purpose of providing the cammunitﬁ with con~-
structive social services and Qpp§§tunities for personal and social
development. Such théughtg quickly disappear after gaining entrance
to a Puerto Rican Social Club. The clubs have s0lid doocrs, with peep
holes so the "bouncer" can see if the peréanngt the door is a member
or not. Entrance is extremely difficult unless one haa friends in
the ¢lub., The harsh reality is that Puerto Rican Social Clubs are .
1iftle more thag drinking clubs; Many are privately owned and are
for the Privafe broiit of the'cwngr. én entering a club one gets
the feeling of entering a ﬁageakéasy jéiﬁt of the Twenties" or a
place tha? iS‘surreptitiuuslyriun. selling d;inks withouf a license,

;Oﬁ"gaining edmission, ome finds that the typical warmness

every case thevpersan,making the survey found an expression of
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cordiality in being offered a free drink, and an invitation to
return. The person who is able to communicate with the Puerto Rican
in his own language finds easy access to his home, club,!chﬁrch and
friendship. Language is the key to acceptance,
. e - TABLE 5
PUERTO RICAN SOCIAL CLUBS
Club Santa Isabel, 416 Benson Street
Cazsto Marcano, President
Hijos del Encanto Social Club, Fourth and York Streets
Victor P, Pena, President
Club Social Ponce de Leon, 915 North Fifth Street
Angel Soldevilla, President
Hijos del Rio Grande, 643 North Ninth Street
Ismael Cabrera, President 7
Puerto Rican Democratic Club, 601 North Third Street
Jose Angel Ocasio, President
Spanish Civie Social Club, 810 Broadway
Tony Rodriguez, Preasident
Club John F, Kennedy, Fifth and Washington Streets
fhe results of taking a survey among the presidents of the
Puerto Rican Social Clubs was not verf encouraging. Only one had
heard of the prcgrams for the disadvantaged at Rutgers University
and Canmden County College, and that was because his daughter had par-
ticipated in the Summer Pragraﬁ of 1969 at Camden County College,
and then entered the Urbamn University Program at Rutgers University

in the fall of 1969. She had to drop out of school at the end of the

- somester because of pregnancy. This same man who knew of programs to

assist Puerto Ricans, however, dia not know anytiing abéut the Educa-
tional Opportunity Fund or state financial aid programs for students.
This was because like mﬁny step-iathara,»he did not contribute to his
daughter's support and suchvfigancial caucerns=iere thé burden of

the wife,
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TAELE 6

THE AYARENESS OF THE PRESIDENTS OF SOCIAIL CLUBS
(based on 7 interviews)

A. To TUE PROGRAMS FOR THE DISADVANTAGED AT RUTGERS UNIVERSITY:
: Affirmative Negative

l. Presidents who had visited the campus. 3 4
2. Presidents who knew Puerto Rican students ’
. ettending Rutgers University. 3 L
3« Presidents who had heard of the Urban

Uaiversity. 2 5
h, Presidents who had heard of Operation -
' Talent Search. 1 (same) 6

B, TO THE PROGRAMS FOR THE DISADVANTAGED AT CAMDEN COUNTY COLLEGE:
l. Presidents who had visited the campus at

Blackwood. , 1 (same) 6
2. Presidents who knew Puerto Rican students :
attending the Blackwood campus. 1 (same) 6
3: Presidents who had visited the Camden
' Center City Campus. 1 (same) 6
4. Presidents who knew Puerto Riecan students
attending the Center City Campus,. 2 5
5. Presidents who had heard of the See~nd :
- Chance Program of 1968, 1 (same) 6
6. Presidents who had heard of the 100-Go- ,
To-College Program of Fall of 1968. 1 (same) 6
7. Presidents who had heard of the Summer
Program of 1969. 1 (same) 6
8. Presidents who had heard of the Open 7 ‘
Door Program at Center City. 1 (same) 6

C.. TDVTEE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FUND OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY:
1; Presidents who had heard of the Educational .

Opportunity Fund. 2 5
2. Presidents who knew that state aid was
available in some form or other, 2 .5

D. TO PUERTO RICAN YOUTH WITH COLLEGE INTENTIONS:
l. Presidents who knew of Puerto Rican organiza=-

o

tion giving scholarship aid to youth. 1
2. Presidents who knew of Puerto Rican organiza-

tion giving programs in schools to :

encourage youth to aspire to college. 2 5
‘3. Presidents who had encouraged youth outside

. their own family to go to college. 2 S

%4, Presidents who knew of Puerto Rican youth

who would go to college if given g

- financial aid. _ S 8
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PUERTO RICAN BUSINESSMEN

Puerto Rican Businessﬁen are not known for being community-
minded. Money and business is apparently their only concern. They
work long houra, and rarely leave the premises. It was difficult
to take the survey among the businessmen, first, because they were
busy with customers, and second, unless one bought zomething they
;ere not likely geingrta ask any questions. Howe%er, it was necessary
to wait as long as a half an hour before being able to complete the
interview bacause of the press of business.

Puerto Rican businessmen ére forced to price their products
above those of other stores because éf competition. They ecannot
compete with American food chains. Many Puerto Rican businessmen
extend credits to welfare women and charge still higher prices than
those listed on their shelves as interest payment for the loan.
!fﬁertg Rican store owners offer préducté «+0t available in other
.- stores, Some Puerto Ri;;; businessmen distruct banks and carry large
suns of money in their pockets. They do business in cash, whether
it may be buying or selling homes, real estate, cars, or aany Gther
deal that is profitable.
| The Puerto R;cag businessman is generally successful. He
knows how to get his money back from those to whom he extends credit.
Although all stores have signs indicating the hé_doea not extend |
credit because it leédg to bankruptcy, these signs are for the bene-~
fit of Ameriﬁanswiha‘da buSiness with his store. There are not many
black-owned éteres in North Cgmden; and this accounts for the large
number of black customers doing business in Puertoc Rican stores.

A profitable sideline for some rgstauraﬂts is the numbers

43
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D.

THE AWARENESS OF

3?7
TABLE 8

PUERTO RICAN BUSINESSMEN
(based on 15 interviews)

TO THE PROGRAMS FCOR THE DISADVANTAGED AT RUTGERS UNIVERSITY:

1.
2o

3.
b

[

Businessmen who had visited the campus.

Businessmen who knew Puerto Rican students

attending Rutgers University.

Businessmen wko had heard of

University.

the Urban

Businessmen who had heard of Operation

Talent Search.

Affirmative

7
6

3
1

Negative

9
12
14

TO THE PROGRAMS FOR THE DISADVANTAGED AT CAMDEN COUNTY COLLEGE:

1.
2.
5.
4,
Se
6.
7.
8.

Businessmen who had visgited the campus at

Blackwood.

Businessmen who knew Puerto Rican students
attending the Blackwood campus-

Fusinessmen who had visited the Camnden

Center City Campus.

Businessmen who knew Puerto Rican students

attending the Center City Campus.

Businessmen who had heard of the Second

Chance Program of 196S5.

Businessmen who had heard of the

-100=-Go=-

To-College Program of Fall of 1968.

Businessnen who had heard of the Summer

Program of 1969,

Businessmen who had heard of the Open
Door Program at Center City.

© 0O O + W W

o

15

T0 THE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FUND OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY:
Businessmen who had heard of the Educational

1.

2e

TO PUERTO RICAN YOUTH WITH COLLEGE ASPIRATIONS:
1. Businessmen who knew of Puerto Rican organiza-

2.

e
b,

Opportunity Fund.
Businezsmen who knew

that staﬁe

aid was

 available in some form or other.

tion giving scholarship aid to youth.

Businessmen who knew of Puerto Rican organiza-

tion giving programs in schools to

encourage youth to aspire to college.
Businessmen who had encouraged youth outside

their own family to go to college.

Bugsinessmen who knew of Puerto Rican youth
who would go to college if finanecial aid

were given..
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racket or the unlicensed sale of beer.. Two or three stores (not on
this list) have a reputation for the sale of drugs. Camden police
rarely press charges against Puerto Rican operators of illegal sale
of aléohol. Neither does the Liquor Control Commission concern
itself with illegal sale to minors.
| TABLE 7
PUERTY; RICAN BUSINESSMEN

Comercio Hispanc, 547 South Fourth Street
Pena's Laundry, Fcurth and Bailey Streets
Julio's Restaurant, 445 South Fourth Street

La Cocora, Fourth and Berkley Streets

Cintron's Restaurant, Second and York Streets
Cardona's Grocery, Eighth and York Streets
Cardona's Luncheonette, Eighth and York Streets
Carmen's Clothing Store, 618 North Sixth Street
Pepino's Food Market, Seventh and Vine Streets
Roman's Store, 345 SPruce Street

La Nueva Borinquen, 600 North Sixth Street

Lag Tres Paplwas, Sixth and Grant Streets
8panish American Cleaners, Royden and Fourth Streets

When the owner of the store saw literature about the Educa-
tiﬁnal Oppoxrtunity Fund inhnié own language, he immediately became
very in:erested. Almost without eiceptian, he apologize” for mnot
knowing more about the eppartunitles avaliahie for higher education,
but he made it clear that he would be happy to distribute information
about E.0.F. over the counter to his customers. Many said that they
rarely had time to participate in-actiiities outside the store.

‘The Results of the Survey

The mast'falugble result of the survey of community awareness
ta'pfograms of higher aducatiéﬁ for the disadvantaged was that every-
one aantaeted'weié,gifsn'falﬁersfabout'ﬁ O;Fi'and knew (many for thae
first time) about E;O-F- ILikewinme th- programs of both Rutgers South
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Jersey and Camden County College were explained., If someone didn't

the lécaticn o. the college in relation to Blackwood and the North-
South Freeway; Nearly all interviewed in the community survey

. expressed a desire.fgrrmoreilitarature to help spread the good news
that financial aid is available for Puerto Rican youth,

TABLE 9

THE RESULTS OF THE SURVEY
(based on 80 interviews)

o e S v -

EDUCATIONAL YOUTH WIT
OFFORTUNITY COLLEGE GOALS
0 |

(1) Rutgers South Jersey had the advantaée over é;méén
County Goiiééé.b? virtue of its physical pré;;nee-in Canden, éégec—
ially since cémpleting an extensive building program that make; its
campus much more visiﬁle than when in old brownstone buildings.
Camden County Géllgga is not yet aé well kmown, but céuld becone
better known if t@e physical presence of the Center City Campus was
bgitef advertised. The work of Angelo Carrion shows the value of
having a Spanish-speaking community worker on the staff of any
college committed to reaching disadvantaged Puerto Ricans. The

impact of the Puerto Rican Cultural Festival on the campus, April 10-11
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TABLE 10

A SUMMARY OF THE AWARENESS OF THE TQOTAL PUERTC RICAN COMMUNITY
(based on a total of 80 interviews)
42 elite 15 businessmen
) 16 clergy 7 social c¢lubs
A. TQ PEOGRAMS FOR THE DISADVANTAGED AT RUTGERS UNIVERSITI:
Affirmative Negative

1. Persons who had visited the campus. yo 33
2. Persons who knew Puerto Rican students :

attending Rutgers University. Ll 36
%+ Persons who had heard of the Urban

University. 30 50
'+« Persoms who had heard of Operation

Talent Search. 22 58

B. TO PROGRAMS FOR THE DISADVANTAGED AT CAMDEN COUNTY COLLEGE:
1, Pzr=sons who had visited the campus at

Blackwood. . 23 57
2+« Persons who knew Puerto Rican students :

attending the Blackwood campus, 24 56
3., Persons who had visited the Camden :

+ Center City Campus.. 23 57

4, Persons who knew Puerto Rican students

attending the Center City Campus. 14 66
5. Persons who had  héard.of the Second

Chence Program of 1968, iz 68
6. Persons who had heard of the 100-Go-

To-College Program of Fall of 1968. 11 69
7. Persons who had heard of the Summer

Program of 1969, 12 68
8. Persons who had heard of the Cpen

Docr Program at Center City. R - 68

C. TO THE EDUCATIONAL OPPURTUNITY FUND OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY:
l, Persons who had heard of the Educational

Opportunity Fund. ! 42 : 38 -
2+ Persons who knew that state aid was B
available in some form or other, #} 37

D. TD PUERTO RICAN YOUTH WITH COLILEGE INTENTIONS:
l. Persons who knew of Puerto Rican organiza-
tion giving scholarship aid to youth. 12 68
‘2. Persons who knew of Pusrto Rican organiza-
tion giving programs in schools to

encourage youth to aspire to college. 15 . 65
3. Persons who had encouraged youth outside
‘their own family to go to ccllege., s8 21

4, Persons who knew of Puerto Rican youth
who would go to college if given -
finaneial aid. _ 36 by
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1970 cannot be overlooked. The Association af Puerto Rican Students
of the University of Rutgers sponsored the two-day Festival of Artis,
whichrrin(:ludecl Puerto Rican Folk Music one night, and an Art Exhibi-~
tion Ly the well-known Puerto Rican Artist, Gerardo Suarez. Both of
these programs were held at the University Centeé'at 4th and Penn
Streets and attracted a total of 600 persons.

| (2) Camden County Coilege did well among fhe Pﬁerto Rican
elite, butapnarly with the.rest of the community (clergymen, clubs,
and businessmen). An open houée at the Camden Center City Campus
would provide an opportunity for the Puerto Rican commUﬁity to visit
'the center and learn of the programs sponsored by Camden County College.
Mr. Walter Gordon néeds the assistance of a Spanish-speaking aide on |
his staff. |

(3) Few in the Pueric Rican caﬁmunity knew youth with

Eallegé aspirations. Only 35 youths werg known to have college goals.
The Educational DPportuniﬁ; Fund was better known, with 42 out of 80
affirmative responses, This inéicates that more must be done to reach
youth at an early age in order to challsnge them with college goals.
?pis vquld not appear fa be the function of E.0.F., but rather of the
;chagls. the Puerto Rican commurity, and the family. Hevgrthelessz
it would be well for tke Educaticnal 6ppartunity Fund to publish
sufficient quantities of 1iteratufe so as to be able to distribute
pamﬁhlets to every secondary séhoel student in the state, as well as
make gnaunal mailings to Puerto Rican clubs, stores, churches and other
organizations for distribution. |

:ﬁhy was there mo little awareness among the Puerto Rican
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communit& to the aspiratians of their own yonth? ‘The answer to this
questieﬂ-can be found in the nature of the persons interviewed -- the
majority were too busy to know or even communicate with youth about
their goals and aspirations. The lack of organizatior >y which the
Puerto Rican leaders could chalienge youth was in.itsélf an indication

_of both a lack of interest and a lack of knowledge of youthful ambitions.
The few Puerto Ricans who knew of any arganizatiaﬁ trying to reach
'yauth in schocl merntioned ASPIRA, an organization with heédquartars
in New York City gnd a branch chapter in Philadelphia. ASPIRA does not
have a chapterriﬁ Camden County. The Pyerto Rican community lacks
TABLE il !

PUERTO RICAN PROGRAMS FOR YOUTH

.. ORGANIZATIONS GIVING | ORGANIZATIONS GIVING
 SCHOLARSHIP AID PROGRAMS IN SCHOOL

bt e et 75
- 68 65
KO
Ko
50=mmmcmmnn e — ek e e ———— e e o e pm———g————=50
25 T T R cpmmmea25

organization and unity. Previaus‘attempts to provide scholarship

helﬁ have failed because of inaﬁequate caoperatian among the leaders
and the gaverty of the egﬂmunitja. It is elear that asliéég;;duals,
Armanda Hédina, Disge Ggsfellanas, and Angelo Carrion Eﬁ%;}geeomplished
& greaf deal. '‘But they need the support and gaoper&tian of the whole
k?uerto Rican community.. )
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The Puerto Rican elite and community as a whole have not
done anything tc-keep or encourage youth to stay in school or go
to college. Cooperation is the greatest single need in the Puearto
Rican community. Too much independence and individualism among the
leaders hurts the community. Since the Puerto Rican community was
unaware of the college gonls of youth, it will be necessary to look
at the Puerto Riycan youth and make a survey of their college intentions.
To do this we went to the threg schools with the largest number of
Puerto Rican Secondary Students and carried ocuti a survey among 175

Puerto Rican youth,land this is the subject of our next chapter,

;Appendix II, Survey of College Intentions of Puerto Rican
Secondary Students in Camden's Public Schools.

s
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CHAPTER IV

THE AWARENESS OF PUERTO RICAN SECONDARY STUDENTS

T0 HIGHER EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Relatively few Puerto Ricans of high school age were aware of
opportunities toi higher education in Camden County. One reason has
been that a majority of students dropped out of school before high
school, It will thérefare be neceséary to increase the number enter-
ing high school, before any significant increase can be expected in
the number of Puerto Ricans goir-~ to college. 7

Only 194 Puerto Rican students attended Camden's two Figh
Schools during the 1962-70 school year.‘ This represents a substan-
tial drop when ccompared to the 430 registered in Camden's two Junior

High Schools and Middle Schools.

TABLE 1 -
PUERTO RICAN SECONDARY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT
School Address 19é?958 1968-é9 1§é9—?0
Woodrow Wilson Eigh- (31st and Federal Sts) 7é 88 111
Pyne Poynt Junior High 3t1 ,_§g%§ *%EEQ 521”

The bulk of the 2,700 Puerto Ricans enrolled in Camden's
Schools were enralléd in elementary schools: 2,325 in public schools,
- and 3?5 in parochial schools,

: The Survey of College Intenﬁianaawas distributed to slightly

Qo (’l"”"”*" — . | Eil
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more thén 500 Puerto Ricans enrelied in t+he above three public
sgﬁaals. At ach school the Chéirman of the Guidance Nepartment
teok charge of the survey., At Woodrow Wilson, Mr. Holton Hackett;

at Camden High School, Mrs. Jessie Miller; and at Pyne Poynt Junior

High School, Mr. Charles Gibson directed the survey.

The rtrocedure used was to ask the homeroom teachers to make
the survey. They wers responsible for collecting arnd returning the

forma to éhe guidance officess OFf 500 survey f@rmé distributed,

175 were returned, The number of students raceiving the guestionaire

in each group was as follows:
TAELE 2

DISTRIBUTION OF SURVEY BY GRADES

Grade 12 36 Grade 9 103
Grade 11 66 Grade 8 106
Grade 10 51 Grade 7 85

total 447 studentr

Three otler Secondary Schools in Camden have éuerto Ricans
enrolled; Veterané Memorial Junior High School with 48; the Ddvis
Middle School has 38; and Hatch Middle School with 17; or a total
of 103 Puerto Rican sfudents. The survey was limited tc the three
secondary schools with the largest Puerto Rican student bodies.
Also, the schools nét surveyed are not 1oeate& in economically
deprived neighborhoods. While Wilson High School and Camden High
School are not located in poor mneighborhoods, tﬁe bulk of thei:
student bodies came from North and South Qamaeh respectively.

While there has been a drop in the Puerto Rican enrollment
at Prne Poynt Junior High, Woodrow Wilson High School and Camden

High School, the Puerto Rican enroliment in East Camden has

o2
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increased. This will be noted agéin in chapter V.
Mr. Holton Hackett, Department Chairman at Woodrow Wilson
High School passed out the survey forms to homeroom teachers. The
prigéipal, Mr. Thomas R. Bristow, cooperated in an attempt to get a

good response by emphasizing the need fo: getting the survey to the

~teachers in the regular teacher's seeting.,

At Camden High School, Mrs. Jessie Miller tcck chafge of the
survéy, which she indicated was entirely voluntary on the part of
the pupil. Since no official encouragemc “ was given to get more
forms back, only E§ surveys were completed at Camden Higﬁ School.

The survey at Pyne Poynt Junior High Sclhool was initially
conducted by ﬁiés Lucy Cabrera, a ninth grade student, when Mr,
James W. Bryant refused to cocperaté in the survey, Miss Cabrera

was able to get 25 Puerto Rican classmates and friends in the eight

'and ninth grades to fill out the questionaire. When it became

obvious that official sanction would be needed to be able to get

sufficient replies to make a meaningful siady, a formal request was

‘made to Dr. Charles Smerin, the Superintendent of Schools. After

his approval was given an additianal 50 surveys were conducted by
the Guidance Departmgnt. VIa
fhe m&ﬁority of the students participating in th%'é;rvey
live near the camjus of Rutger's;Ccllege of South Jersey. All were
young pecple from 7th to 12th gr§dgs, whose futures cauid be c;gnged
by an awareness of fhé opportuuities for higher e&ucation in Camden
County. Qrmajariti live in North and South céﬁden in areas that are

economically, soclially and educ- :ionally disadvantaged. At Wilson

T
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THE AWARENESS OF PUERTO RICAN SECONDARY STUDENTS
AT WOODROW WILSON HIGH SCHOOL
(based on 75 surveys)

A, TO PROGRAMS FOR THE DISADVANTAGED AT RUTGERS SOUTH JERSEY:
Affirmative Negative

1. Students who visited the campus of Rutgers

South Jersey. 27 46
2+ Students with Puerto Rican frier-ds attend- .

in Rutgers South Jersey. 32 40
3. Students who had heard of the Urban Univer-

sity at Rutgers South Jersey. 19 - 33
#+, 2tudents who had heard of Operation Talent . ’

Search : 1'7 34

B. TO PROGRAMS FOR THE DISADVANTAGED AT CAMDEN COUNTY CCLLEGE:
l. Students who visited the campus of Camden :

County Cullege at Blackwood. 9 63
2+ Students with Puerto Rican friends attend-

in the Blackwood Campus of Camden County. 12 - 48
3. Students who visited the Center City Campus

at Carman and Broadway Streets. 12 59
4, Students with Puerto Rican friends attend=-

ing the Center City Campus. 12 59
5« Students who had heard of the Second Chance
: Program of Summer 1968. 10 60
6. Students who had heardé of the 100 G~~To- -

College Program of Fall 1968, 7 62
7« Students who had heard of the Summer
, Program of 1969. 1s 55
8. Students who had heard of the Open Door -

College at Center €ity Campus. 9

C. TO EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FUND PROGRAMS:
ls Student=s who had heard »f the Educational

: Oppartunity Fund. 30 - 43
2, Students who knew that State aid was avail-
able to help them go to college. 43 29
Z%» Students who knew of any Puerto Rican ‘
organization giving scholarship aid. 35 - 37

b, Students who knew of Puerto Rican friends
who would go to college if money was
available., 36 37

D. TO THEIR OWN COLLEGE GOALS:
l. S5tudents who had been encouraged by

somebody to go to college. =0 23
2. Students whose school counselors had
given encouragement to go to college. 31 29
3. Students whose parents want them to
go to college. &7 18
4. Students who want to go to callege if
maney were available, . b 27
el —
o 54
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High School 75 students out of 111 comgleted the questionaire. At
Camden High only 25 students responded out of 83, At Pyne Poynt 75
Puerto Rican students participated out of a total of 327. |
The contact this project made with tﬁe counselors at each
Bchool revealed that, generally speaking, the stéffs at Woodrow
"..Wilson High School and Camden High School have made extra efforts to
cooperaﬁe w;tu Gperation Talent Search and the representatlves of
both Camden County CDllege and the College of South Jersey (Rutgers).
Lists of names and addresses of Puerto Rican students have been giv~
en to the administrators of college recruitment pragrams; ! ;
" Pyne Poynt Junior High School was not recepiive to the idea 1
of conducting college recruitment, perhaps because in the past it ' %
has not been a tradition fn? colleges to send representatives to 2
 TABLE 3

- PUERTO RICAN ENROLIMENT BY GRADES : ‘ |
THREE CAMDEN SECONDARY SCHOOLS SN !

School 12 11 10 9 8- 7 6 Totals
Wilson High School 2h 44 31 28 111
Camden High School ..12 22 20 . 8 = . .83
Pyne Poynt Junior : - 67 106 82 8 296

36 66 51 103 106 82 3 590
Ail the secondary schaals where surveys were candu&ted have
a staff or dedicated :aunselﬁrs, each of whom had more than 350
students to counsel. Mr. Hackgtt, at Woodrow Wilson High Schanl
repqr@ed tha% the cognselors' responsibilities were not clearly de-

fined. A gre: > deal of paper work, typing of lists, providing ref-

erences, and extra curricula activites consumed large amounts of the

cnunselors' time, Mr. Hackett feesls that a clearer definition of

iR 4
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THE AWARENESS OF PUERTO RICAN SECONDARY STUDENTS
AT CAMDEN HIGH SCHOOQOL
(based on 25 surveys)
A. TO PROGRAMS FOR THE DISADVANTAGED AT RUTGERS SOUTH JERSEY:
Affirmative Negative

l. Students who visited the campus of Rutgers

South Jersey. 6 19
2. Students with Puerto Rican friends attend- =

ing Rutgers South Jersey. 10 11
3. Students who had heard of the Urban Unlver-

sity at Rutgers South Jersey. 3 18
4. Students who had heard of Operation Talent

Search. , , 3 - 18

B. TO PROGRAMS FOR THE DISADVANTAGED AT CAMDEN COUNTY COLLEGE:
l. Students who viasited the campus of Canden

County College at Blackwood. &) 21 |
2. Students with Puerto Rican friends attend- ) §
ing the slackwood Campus of Camden County. 5 15
3. Students who visited the Center City Campus i i
at Carman and Broadway Streets. 0 21
k. Students with Puerto Rican friends attend- ,
ing the Center City Campus. 3 18 {
5. Students who had heard of the Second Chance |
- Program of Summer 1968. 0 21 :
6., Students who had heard of the 100 Go-To-
College Program of Fall 1968, o} 21
7. Students who had heard of the Summer
Program of 1969, , 3 18
8., Students who had heard of the Open Door
Colleze at Center City Campus. v 21
C. TO EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FUND PROGRAMS:
l. Students who had heard of the Educational )
Opportunity Fund. 4 17
2+ Students who knew that State aid was avail- .
able to help them go to college. 13 8
3+ Students who knew of any Puerto Riecan :
7 organization giving scholarship aid. 2 18 ‘
4, Students who knew of Puerto Rican friends |
who would go to cﬁllege if money was ] !
availzble. _ R 18 3 :
D. TO THEIR OWN COLLEGE GOALS:
1. Studerits who had been encouraged by
somebody to go to college. v 24 0
2. Students whose school counselors had '
given encouragement to go to college. 14 7 :
3. Students whose parents want them to
go to college. 16 5
4., Students who want to go to college if
money were available. - ‘ a2 2
519
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the respénsibility ;f the counselgrs is needed., Generally speaking
the counseling staff at Woodrow Wilson High School was cooperative,
organized, resourceful and helpful,
| The staff at Camden High School was alsoc cooperative. ILists

of namee and addresses of Puerto Rican students had previously been

- _prepared fur Angelo Carrion, of Talent Search., However, the accumu-

lation of questianaifes was difficult at Camden High because of
getudent unrest and a state of crisis within the administration.
Counselors were distracted and the student body irregular in attend-
ance, creating hardships for the¢ completion of a survey.

The situation at Pyne Poynt Junior High School was much
different., Thére the Ggidance Depgrtment was unable to provide an-
swers - not even lists of students enrolled, This was true even
ar<er Pr, Smsrin's réquest that all cooperation possible be given to
make the research »roject a success. The staff at Pyne Poynt refused
to cooperate. Records were poorly kept. The staff seemingly opere:tc.

ated with a "find it yourself" attitude., Attempts were made fa pass

responsibility from one person to another, ;n& stalling tactics
apparently were used to create long delays for the researcher.

The only encouraging fact that could be found at Pyne Poynt
Junjior High i&; the work of Mr., Charles Gibson, who was making a
study of all Sth graders to provide early promotions for those who
had good grades, or who evidenced a sincere desire to do good work.
Mr. Gibson described his basis for decidiné ﬁhethér to pfnmote 8th
graders atrﬁii-yearAas a willingness to stud&, age above the norm,
and_a stroﬁg desire to return to their yeer group. He indicated

"In the jast it has praﬁuﬁed good results".,  One girl who was pro-
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THE AWARENESS OF PUERTO RICAN SECONDARY STUDENTS
PYNE POYNT JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
(based on 75 surveys)
A« TO PROGRAMS FOR THE DISADVANTAGED AT RUTGERS SOUTH JERSEY:
Affirmative Negative

-le Students who visited tne campus of Rutgers

South Jdersey. - 24 50

2. Students with Puerto Rican friends attené—
ing Rutgers South Jersey, 41 31

3« Students who had heard of the Urban Univer=
S sity at Rutgers South Jersey. 23 50
- k. Students who had heard of Operation Talent -
Search. 9 63

‘B, TO PRDGRAMﬁ FUR THE DISADVANTAGED AT CAMDEN COUNTY COLLEGE:
ls Students who visited the campus of Camden. o

County College at Blackwood. 5 63
2. Students with Puerto Rican friends attend- : i
-ing the Blackwood Campus of Camden County. 11 61

3. Student who visited the Center City Campus

at Carman and Broadway Streets. ? 67
4., Students with Puerto Rican friends attend~

ing the Center City Campus. 4 70
S5e Students who had heard of the Second Chance '

= L. - Program of Summer 1968, 3 71

6. Students who had heard of the 100 Go-To- )

College Program of Fall 1968. 2 71
7. Students who had heard of. the Summer :

Prcgram of 1969, 10 64
8. Students who had heard of . the Ope:a Door -

Gollege at Center City Campus. - 5 68

cC. TO EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FUND PROGRAMS:

1. Students who had heard of the Educational

Opportunity Fund. 28 45
2, Students who knew that State 1id was avail-

able to help them go to collcge. ks ' 29
2e Btudents who knew of any Puerto Rican :
- organization giving scholarship aid. 25 L6
4. Students who knew of Puerto Rican friends :

who would go to college if money was

available, . 37 37

L. TO THEIR OWN COLLEGE GOALS:
' l. Students who had been encouraged by ,

somebody to go to college, 52 21
2., Stvdents whose school counselors had

given encouragement to go to college. b1 32
3« Students whose parents want them teo ]

go to college, 62 10
k. Students who want to go to Gcllege if 7

nnney were available, o : 58 15
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moted to 9th grade at the middle of last year and able to finish two
years in one was Miss Carmen Nieves. Carmen was on the honor roll
in eighth grade and after promotion became the valedictorian of her
class; According to Mr. Gibson, "These motivating factors cause
those who have done well to try harder,l |
N Eﬁtharity for the promotion of older students was given by
Hr. Farl Kirkpatrick, the Coordinator of Special Services. The fact
that such promctic=s have helped Puerto Ricans stay in schaci, and
to do well, was ﬁat universali& known, and the Camden School System‘
shauld.ask Mr. Gibson to give a report on the effectivenegs.;f suchf
promotions as a motivating factor toward greater achiavement; This§
polisy could benefit all studeﬁts doing good wark‘sné cauld‘help

more young people speed théir way to college.

_ RESPONSES T0 THE SURVEY
Ceiiey Since-the survéys were conducted by‘hamerecm teachers, and
‘not by indi?idual interviews, not all questions were answered on
some questionaires. Students who did not understand a question or
know what the question was about frequently did not answer., Others
sinply Placed a éuestian mark by the question. For thislraason?
some questions have.a larger number ﬁf.respanses than do others.

_.A egmparisén of the questians’most frequently anaswered with
those not answered revealed some interesting fac£5 about wﬁat Puerto
Rican students knew or didn't know, The two questiaus most frequent-
lyraﬁsiered werez had they‘éisitéd Rutger's South Jersey campus, and

had *hey. heard of..the Edueatiénal_Opportunity Fund. Both of these

ldhar;es B, Gibson, Ha?‘hi_197d at Pyne Poynt Junior High.
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TABLE 4

OF THE NUMEER OF RESPONSES TO EACH

students
students

= students

—rstudents

students

= students

- gtudents

- gtudents
- gtudents

= students

- %%%&%&%s

= Bhudenk

;s,students

QUESTION

whose parents wanted them to go to
WIIQ want to EC 7 + PO cgllegg

who were encouragggﬁhiosamiine to

who knew State noney was available

whose Puerto Rican fr%encgliant +)

whose counselors eggcggagggigggm'to

with friends attenainng%g%rs’ South

who had visited Eutgerscgguth Jersey
who had heard of E.Q0.F. pu

who knew offg?ertgazgggﬁiggganizatiqns

who knew of the Urban University

a%;gﬂﬁéagvl31§e§ samger léy Campus

ho. had vis ted ED kwaadac us
G R i L R

who knew of 100 Go-To-College Prcgram

e e ———————— e
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questions drew 173 responses as they were precise gquestions. The

loweat number of responses (only 110) were about Camden County

College's 100 Go-To-College Program. The median number of responses

i} CONCLUSIONS

This survey revealed two important facts. First, students
meke bettgr recruiters, and provide better promotion for a cellege,
than do College recruiteré and staff members among minarity groups.
The influence and impact of cﬁllege students on their peer groups
and friends stiil in high school can not be over-estimated.

Angelo Carrion found them to be particularly effective, after
he‘had organized them into a group called "Estudiantes Hispanos

de Rutgers". They were :eépgnsible for the splendid resganée he got
to the Spanish Cultural Festival held at the South Jersey College on
April 10 and 11, 1970. |

The second fact fgisaled was that the asgiraticns of the
parents of disadvantaged stu&entz were almqs? universally higher for
their .children fhan what they were able to achieve for themgelves.
Colleges should not overlook the interest of parents in ecopcmically
&isadvantagea neighborhoods in their children, but try to éétablish
‘eantaet with them =~ as might be pgséible through cultural éfents in

Sganish énd witﬁ Puerto Eican aftists. Only by giving pérén£s infor-
: matian of the current oppcrtunitles for hlgher education fgr‘tha poor
will parents be able toqprevi&e the extra encouragement the child
needs to reallze his asPiratians.

Additianal conclu51cns resulting fram the analys1s af the

questignalre ralate to tha attitudes of the public schonls tnward the
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minorities. The Camden School Board needs to have a more positive
and friendly attitude toward the Puerto Rican Community; it should
try to establish a full range of programs for the disadvantaged.
The ahministrations-of all secondary schools need to be directed

to cooperate with programs for the recruitment of minority stu-
. i

- . dents for programs of contisuving education, whether college, ?
vocational training, General Educational Development Training, or
Adult Basic Education Programs, A policy of drop-out referrals

to all other appropriate educational agencies, whether government

or private, should be initiated.,

The Puerto Rican community has an obligation to establish
& strong community organization for referral and social services
to young and old ig the Puefto Rican community. Lists of Puerto
Rican students should be kep current and turned over to any Puerto
Rican organization that coulé act as a clearing-house of informat-
jon on Puerto Rican needsrand concerns, For this reason the Puerto
Rican community needs a unifying érganizatien to bring all the
@iveréa groups together inte one council, l;ke the "Concilio de
ﬁrganizaeimnes Hispanas" in Philadelphia. Suelh an oréanizatian
could become a eclearing house.for all prgjesté concerned with the
Puerto Ricéﬁ éammunity, It:should be an open organization, allowing
all who share mutngl goals teo paétisipate- -

The greatést priérity for the Puerté Rican community must be
to not d;s&ppoint their yauth iho, firmly belleve that a Puerto Rican
Drg&nimati@n e:;stg in Gamden that will provlda them wiﬁh moral and

flnancial assistancf to enable them ta go to eallege. 1t is gignif—
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THE AWARENESS OF PUERTO RICAN SECONDARY STUDENTS
TOTAL FOR THREE SCHOOLS SURVEYED
(vased on 175 surveys)
A TO PROGRAMS FOR THE DISADVANTAGED AT RUTGERS SQUTH JERSEY:
: Affirmative Negative
X, Students who visited the campus of Rutgers 58 115
South Jersey, '

2, Students with Puerto Rican friends attend-

ing Rutgers South Jersey. 83 82
Je Students who had heard of the Urbarn Univer- '
7 sity at Rutgers South Jersey. 45 101
4, Students who had heard of Operation Talent

Search, 29 115

B. TO PROGRAMS FOR THE DISADVANTAGED AT CAMDEN COUNTY COLLEGE:
l. Students who visited the campus of Camden

County College at Blackwood, 1k 147
2. Students with Puerto Rican friends attend- ;

ing the Blackwood Cawmpus of Camden County. 29 124
3. Students who visited the Center City Campus

at Carman and Broadway Streets. 19 147

. 4. Students with Puerto Rican friends attend-

ing the Center City Campus. 19 147
5. Students who had heard of the Second Chance
: Program of Summer 1968, 13 152
6. Students who had heard of the 100 Go-To- _ ,

College Program of Fall 1968. 9 100
7. Students who iad heard of the Summer
) Program of 1969. 28 87
8. Students who had heard of the Open Dcar

College at Center City Campus. , 12 153

- C. TO EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FUND PROGRAMS:
l. Students who had heard of the Educational

Opportunity Fund. 67 105
2, Students who knew that State aid was avail=- -

able to help them go to college. 101 66
3¢ Students who knew of any Puerto Rican -

organization giving scholarship aid. 62 101

4, Students who knew of Puerto Rican friends
who would go to college 1f money was

available, ~ 91 77
D. TO THEIR OWN COLLEGE GOALS:
1. Students who had been eneaurage& by e :
' somebody to go to college. " 106 Ll
2, Students whose school counselors had -
" given encouragement to go to college. 86 78
3. Students whose’ parents want them to ' : : -
""  go to college, 125 23
L, Students who want to go to ‘college if . o
money ‘were avallable. - 124 .- bh
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TABLE 5

NO. OF STUDENTS INDICATING A DESIRE TO GO TO COLLEGE:
WOODrROW WILSON HIGH COMPARED TO PYNE POYNT

?

YES

WOODROW WILSON

¢ HIGH SCHOOL

(x
|8




58

TABLE 6

THE IMPACT OF RUTGERS SOUTH JERSEY AND CAMDEN COUNTY COLLEGE COMPARED
ON PUERTO RICAN SECCNDARY STUDENTS
CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY

A2k

- |NO

| FRIENDS ATTENDING | FRIENDS ATTENDING |
- |RUTGERS SOUTH JERSEY |CAMDEN COUNTY COLLEGE |

L — e T — e

T EDUCATIONAL |
- OPPORTUNITY f -
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icant that more youths have college aims at Pyne Poynt than Wilson
gigh Echoalp This is contrary to the expectation of Dr. Smerin, who
said, "I don't think you'll get any response wcﬂxh noting with this
survey at Pyne Payﬁt“.l Th¢ existence of an.intérest in a higher
education at the Junior High 1§rel makes it imgefative for colleges
-.to begin promotion efforts and early recruitment drives earlier in
order to provide more students with new visi@ﬁs and horizons. With
faith andgé firm goal, thé Junior high students are young enough so
that they can still do something abcut the accumulation of educaz=lc:
tional disadvantages, But the Puerto Rican community, the colleges,
and the school administration, must work tcgether so as not to disap-

point thenmn.

lDr; Charles Smerin, April 17, 1970 in:his office.

i




CHAPTER V

FACTORS THAT CAN INCREASE THE POTENTIAL NUMBER

OF PUERTO RICANS IN HIGHER EDUCATION

Zhe purpose of this thesis was to analyze the reasons why
Puerto Rican participaticn in Educational Oppartuﬁity f&nd Programs
for higher education in New Jersey was not greater. Less than 200
Puerto Ricans attended college under the E.0.F. during the first
two years of operation. In a state where there are over 40,000
Puerto Ricans enrolled in public and parochial schools, this is a
discouragingly small figure.

Educatianal Opportunity Fund Programs in Camden County were
désgribad in chapter two. Chapter three estimateipfltha impact of
E.0.F. among the Puarto Riéan leadership. In chapter four the
awareness of Puerto Rican Secondary School Students wes reported to
be considerably highér than expected, especially at the Junior High
School level., From this study can be drawn the following ahéerva=
tiané} |

_Eegarilng nalleges.

3

'”l. Galleges that ‘added Puerte Rlcan staff memhers to recruit
fig the FPuerto Rican Community were much more successful than
'fthasavw;thgnt,Spgnish—sggaklgg staff membgra.‘,

Q :QL'Sn’Q, 'g;f‘gf“'
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Regarding the Puerto Rican Community:

1. Puerto Rican leaders were not united or organized in a
strong community organization.

2. No Fuerto Rican organization exists in Camden County to
provide scholarships for Puerto Rican youth or challenge then
to consider the need of a higher education.

Regarding Puerto Rican youth: ' ) ;

1. 4 majority of Puerto Rican youth were firmly convinced

that Puerto Rican organizations were already in existences _
ready to provide them with financial zid and moral encourage-— i
ment to go to college. I

2. More Puerto Rican youth want a college education than was
generally believed, either by school officials or by the Puerto
Rican leadership.

3. TYoung people knew more abtout the Educational Opportunity
Fund and opportunities for a higher educatiou than did their
pastors, club presidents and businessmen in their community.

Regarding Puerto Rican parents:

1. Parents almost universally desire for their children greater ;
opportunitiez than they themselves were able to achieve.

2, More parents encouraged their children to aim for college
than this researcher expected when he started the project.

. 45 a first step in helping Puerto Rican youth to realize

their potentials and to achieve a college éﬁﬁcatian, it is necessary

;toylcékrat the educational disadvantages the Puerto Rican child is
1ikelyfta encounter and what the school system can do to overcome
1753géhlhaﬁdiéapas_ TEEy“a?e fir$t,:e:£remg g@bilityrﬁith f;equggf.moves
‘%;:éﬁefﬁg'Riéé,of.éthéfiﬁﬁe££6 Ri§§n.coqmuﬁities;,secohd, a 1gsk of
| ability in Buglieh; third, the failure of major subjects and loss of

rotracted periodsi fourth, age-grade

putting them in lower grades and

or grnuPB- R
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There are four steps that school systems on the mainland
United States can take to correct these handicaps, or keep them
from creating disadvantages the young person can't overcome. They
are:' , ) L
1. Improvéd Record Keeping.
2. English As a Second Language
3. Bi-lingual Instruction in course materials
4. The promotion of motivated youth.
The coniinuzd growth of the PuertovRican population of
Camden provides the educators éf Camden County with & challenge.
Over 1,200 Puerto Rican youngster canrbeccme tomorrows college
students. TABLE 1 i

PUERTO RICAN ENROLLMENT IN WORTH GAHﬁEN

School 'Address , 1967-68 1968—59 1969-70
Cooper's Poynt (3rd ard State) 200 209 304
Cooper-Grant (3rd and Linden) 219 20k 214
Northeast (7th and Vine) 78 113 110
Powell (10th and Linden) 5 10 54
Read (7th and York) 35 68 97
Sewell . (7th and Vine) 87 99 123
Holy Name (5th and Vine) 487 _kLs57 375 _

: ' 1,11k 1,160 1,277

fhe fact that the increase in enrollment in the above
elementsry schools took place withinvalfet blocks of the campus
of tﬁe Gdliege of South Jersay should be Significant, The college
~ has an impnrtant cammitment to make to the communlty, and the
;qommunity an impartant canmztment to the cgllege -~ itas young
geapls. This makes it lmperat;ve far college, cemmunlty and |

'fsehcol ta 'arg tagethar.; Unlasg the sncial and schgol ﬂrablens 1‘

con.ronting _aeftc Rlcan children ‘now are corrected w1th remedlal

,,ptgg;gms 7fe- of the young people in the ahava schaelg illl ever

el A At e
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have an opportunity tov get a higher education.
IMPROVED RECORD KEEPING
A large number of Puerto Ricans move every year. Many more

move twice a year. At Pyne Poynt Junior High, over ten per cent of

the student body moved every vear. This represents a large turnover,

- of student body personnel. And frequently it is the parents of the

disadvantaged child that is most likely to move more often. In the
ghetto the truck pulls up at night and the next morning the famiiy

is gone and few know to where.

TABLE 2

NUMBER OF PUERTO RICAN STUDENTS MOVING AT PYNE POYRT

The year Number Who Moved  Number Enrolled
1965-66~ | 32 207
1966-67 L 210
1967-68 - 38 - 223

The autabiegraphyrcfACarmen Cortes, written by Carmen in
Camden High School, reveals this special love for Puerto Rico.
Carmen dropped out of the eleventh grade to get married. She nad
D's in English, Math, Biology, Lab and Health. Her goal in life
was to become a lab technician, Writing in beautiful penmanship
and English she wrnte.‘
" "I was born in Pance, the blggest c;ty in Puerto ‘Rico. It i=
‘v‘alsa the most important, next to the capital, San Juan. Puerto
- Rdieo’ is very-: plcturesque and it looks" exactly like you see:on
ter rgeven better.. It has many rivers, lakes and

Ihese prov1de
It

rtesnnutabiasraphx cumulativencord File;

A AL o o, b Nk . 43, Bt 1
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Schools have difficulty in keeping track erPuertc Rican
students. Since Puerte Ricans are citizens of twe countries, and
love for the island is never lost, éame of this attraction is trans-~
ferred to other stateside Puerto Rican communities where relatives
and friends live. AllvAmeriean are mobile, because‘éf the demands of
an economy which requires its workers to move where the joﬁ opportun=
ities are the greatest. This is true of Puerto ﬁicans as well, The
ebb and flow of their migrations to the mainland is dependent on the
economic situation in the United States.l
The dasfinatinns of Puerto Ricans moving from the Pyne Poynt
area showed a significant pattern ié their moves; this patfgrn can
becomsczuseful in determining the speed of acculturationrﬁy.whicq the
Puerto Rican family is integrated into the mainstresam of American
. Middle Class Society.
(1) Some return to Puerto Riée
(2) Some move to other Puerto Rican communities in the U.S.
(3) Some move to other parts of Camden
(4) Some move to integrated middle class commun;tles.
The greatest number of thase mavingrwent to other parts af
Camden. ﬂsually the destination was East Camden, where conditions
are better than North and South Camden ~- houses are newer, streets
are tree lined v;thﬁlgwns, 1ife is tully integrated. The‘shift to
VEagblqamden can he verified by the increase in Echoal enrqllments

there. Dne halt af thase meving out Qf the Pyne Poynt area 1mpraved

rtheir 11?lng condltlgnsbsubstantlally and f:aed themselves of some

of tha econamic a“d social deprivatlon charasteristlc of parts of

North and Saqth camdenef
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TABLE 3

FUERTO RICAN ENROLLMENT iN EAST CAMDEN
(increase of 175)

School Address 1967-68 1968-69 1969-70
Woodrow Wilson High (31st & Federal Sts) ' 75 .88 111
Davis Middle School (34th & Cramer Sts) 8 17 40
Veterans Memorial Jr(26th & Hayes Ave) - 16 28 48
Cramer School (29th & Mickle St=) 22 38 50
Washington School (27th & Cambridge 3ts) 33 36 40
"Dudley School (23rd & High Sts) 20 31 . 39
McGraw School (Dudley & Fremont Ave) 10 16 21
Sharp School (32nd & Hayes Ave) 2 11 - 10
Catte School (30th & Saunders Sia) 2 1 E

- ‘ 189 266 3

North Caﬁéen was the initial ra;eiving area for newcomers from Puerto
Ricu uv otlher Puerto Rican communities because rents wefé.iawesta
there wés a greater turn over of rental properties theré; East
Canden was the destination of those who have been here the longest
and who have established f—hemselvesi brt who have haenrébléfié
improve their standard of living}and achieve a greater degree of

integration. Parkside did not show any significant increase that

H FERIV A ,_[-wl.‘.
would indicate a trend. !
; f TABLE & —
.PUERTO RICAN ENROLLMENT IN PARKSIDE SCHOOLS
(increase of 25)

Schaol , Address 1967-68 1968 69 1969 -70
Camden High School (Baird Ave & Park Blvd) . 69 91 83
_Hatch Junior High  (Park Blvd_& Euclid Ave) 17 13 17
-Parkside School . (Wildwood & Princess Ave) = 3 .0 10

Forest Hill School CWildwcod;& Park Ave) (new school ) e
B S : *B§‘_“Lvigﬂ . 11k

é:l Ya ;,a‘ = . i

: fthe schpnls in Park31de draw Puerta Rican students fram Scuth

Sauth Camden
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South to North Camden moved from one Hispano-American community to
another, because both areas have Spanish-speaking clubs, stores, and
ﬂhurgnes; Those moving to Newark, Vineland, or New York City moved
to Puerto Rican neighborhoods characterized by disadvantages suffered
by Puerto Ricars in typical urban situations. Children and young
"~ ._people with high numbers of failures, grade repetitions, and multiplied
educational difficulties tend to stay within the security of Puerto
Rican comﬁﬁnities, where at least the native tongue is spaken;

TABIE 6

PUERTD RICAN ENROLILMENT IN SOUTH CAMDEN SCHOOLS :
(decrease of 39) |

. SBchool Address 1967-68 1968-69 1969-70
Lanning Square School (5th & Berkley Sts) 238 - 277 - 254
W.S, Wiggins School (5th & Mt.Verncn) 33 91 5l
Brozdway School (Broadway & Clinton) 13 L1 37
The New Middle School (10th & Mprgan Sts) ' '( new school) 18
Yorkship School (Collings Road) 8 9 15
Bonsall School (Mt.Ephraim & Chase) L 6 14
Mickle School (Fillmore & Van Hook) 2 13 14
Camden Junior Scheol ' (555 Mt. Vernon St) 8 9 13
H.B, Wilson School (9th & Florence Sts) 6 24 12
Fetters School (3rd & Walnut Sts) o 5 8
Whittier School (8th & Chestnut Sts) L .3 1

0 1

Sumner School (8th & Jackson Sts) -0 _1 _0_
| , : | 316 k79 WO

Many dropouts use moving as an excuse to terminate their

. studieé¥g&rly. Trips tn New Iark or ather pla;éa, to visit friendé
or rei;£;j§s§‘enable them to wlthdraw from ‘the school. After‘tvé
ar.threewiqéks. they rgturnrtg—Camden, but ;ﬁétead of returning to
Behaal>tbé§‘uéﬁaiijl1ééklfét iéfk;_ Gaﬁﬁselors'hafing heavy cl&riéal
loads gimply lose track af the students, who by repeated maves have
Eanaged ta elude attendande offlcers.- Haa‘ dropnuts find unskllled

tgrk- Many attend other prag:ams far the dlsadvantaged, such ‘as
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Adult Baéic Edueation, which is provided at the ABE Learning Center
at 555 Spruce Sﬁreet in South amden; or the Camden City Learning
Center, located at the Plaza Botel on Sth and Cooper Streets. The
ABE Center provided Adult Basiec Education.from:fiiksto eighth grades

and the Camden City learning Center offered in addition to the ABE

" ..Program, a General Educational Development Program (G.E.D.) for taking

the test for a high school egquivalency diploma. Another popular
school fer-the dropout is-spensared by the Opportunities In@usﬁrial—
ization Center (Q:IGC;D at Aréh and Third Streets.

There is feglly nothing a school can do abeu; those who move
away., The right to move is a basic.freedam in the United States.
F@f many it means a move up»an& indicates that some are upwardly
mobile. Schools, however, could help the children by permitting
- their families to take copies of their c¢hildrens school records with
them. The present policy cfArefusing to allow the family copies of
transeripts often maﬁes ;mhardship on the child because of long

delays in gettlng school records transferred. Thisg is particularly

true of newcomers from Puerto Rico. The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
Department of Migrati@n might ﬁellradd as one af its functions the
speed;ng up cf the malllng of schocl reccrds frnm Puerto Rico, as
”hundreds @f child:eg were accepted in mainland schools ﬁ;thouf ever
‘havlng the beneflt ef their recards I;om Puerta Rico. The pacrer the
;femily, the iess 1ikely will: ba that the parents will have any know-
fladge aa ta the name cf the schaal, the dates attended. or where to- |

'obtazn cnp;ea of former sshaals attended.; Large numbers of newly
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Another pélicy:fhat would aid dropouts to take advantage of
other programs for the disadvantaged would be a plan of automatic
refer?al of data on &ll dropouts to ABE and GED programs, Schools
with educationally handicapped students would do well to permit

youth sixteen and over to transfer to Adult Learning Centers where

Toomalti-media instruction is available. Such learning centers have

ioe udvaniage of offering programmed instruction that permits the
student té.procead at his éwﬁ pace, check his own progress, use
materials that are 1ife-orien£ed ard that have greater interest
because of ethnie and adult senteﬁt;< in many cases students who
do poorly im school find that the Adult Learning Center approach
provides solutions to many gf the prsblemé caused by educational
deficienciesn. ] | |
ENGLISH AS A SEGOND LANGUAGE

The child of immigrant pérents§ccming from Puerto Rico or
other Spanish-speaking céﬁht?ies finds himself in & bewildering
world on his arrival in the United States. A survey was made of
Puerto Rican students in North Camden Séhcgié to determine the
numbér.iho needédrEﬂélish as a seqcnd’ianguage, Through this

survey, fﬁnds were ébfaiged'u#der thegEleméntar?'énd Secondary

| . . TABLE 7 |
© PUERTO RIcAN scHooL CHILDREN NEEDING ENGLISH AS A SECOND
| . LANGUAGE = _
Elementary schoali‘auﬁérn.i§n?ﬂ%rt." Tatal T E.S.L.

Vl*coager 's. Pbynt

| 200',

o .Cooper School 219
Northeast = - 78
3

_Pawall '

35;




71
Education Act (Title I, Public Law 89-10) of 1965, to hire English
teachers to offer this "second 1anguagé".
.Ihe survey made a distinction between the child born in
Puert§ Rico and the child born on the ﬂainiaﬁd- It was however, the

language that was spoken at hcme that should bezﬁhe determining

raxfact@r a8 regard to the need of English as a second language. On

the basis of the above figures funds were obtained for teaching
English AéaA Second Language (T.E.S.L)., Four teachers were hired
and classes were held at Geapef‘s Poynt, Cooper-Grant, Northeast- .
Sewell, and Pyne Poynt Junior High School.
During 1969 the number of T.E.S.L. classes we » increac-d
with classes provided in eight schools with six teachers partid;ating.
" TABLE 8

T.E.S.L. CLASSES DURING 1969~70

School , Number of Students
.. Cooper-Grant ' . 30
Wiggins _ 15
Coopers Poynt 48
Lanning Square L8 --.
Northeast-Sewell 60
Pyne Poynt ‘50
Holy Name , : 50 _
R 7 Total le Etudenta

Dr. Snering -haa 1nd;cated that during the 19?0—?1 school year, he
—vgnticipates hiring twelve T.E.S L. teachers and dauhllng the number

-

_7af classes.”_lliu

:T.E.S-L; teach'ﬁs conplain of a lack af appraprlate materials

othér camplain that they are “

’,'

H , Prablems 1n setting up schedules
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English~as-a~-Second Language-Course bocomes an orphan, left to
operate as bssgt it can under varying guidelines set down by different
principals. Fregquent schedule changes bj prineipals, yielding to
requésts of subject chairmen, have made it almﬁst impossible to
develop actual élasses, so that the majority of students attending
A‘\(especially in Pyne ngnt iunipr»ﬁigh) were at different levels of

conversational ability.

THE IMPORTANCE OF BI-LINGUAL INSTRUCTION

English as a second language classes do not provide all the
help the immigrant child needs to keep abreast in subject material
while learning English. BSometimes two or threes &ears were lost
inm major subjec*s because these subjects were taﬁght only in English.
Bi—lingual instruction would provide subject matter instruction in
.hath English and Spanieh, allowing the students to keep up with
their peers in Math, Science, Histcry, Social Studies and Health.
In addition, bi-linguail teaegers would be able to introduce the
exte;sive English vocabulary needed to enable students to receive
subseguent 1nstruct19n that is given in the Engllsh 1angu=~e_ Where
no blﬁ;Lngual instructi&g was avallable, the students»were ;ik?l§ to
fail-in maﬁy‘nfrthe;majnr'suhjects and then drop back age‘te ﬁhgée
yaarﬁ becausa of ?hese fallures.> N |

The Puerto dlcan child that ean keep up w;ﬁh h;s peera in

his own languagé woul& not lcse time aeademically. Unclrtunately,
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The failures in major subjects represented the greatest
gingle disadvantagé suffered by Pugrtg Ricans in.mainland schools.
A study of the grzdes of students moving from Pyne Poynt revealed
that-it was the failing student that moved the.most frequently.

Urable to find schaals that can provide instruetion in their own

. language, many Puerto Ricans return to the island, or move to other

Puerto Rican communities hoping to find a more congenial educational
environment for their children. The Puerto Rican family faced the
decision -- whether to remain in the United Stateés, for eccuomic

reasons {(e.g. better employment), or whether to return to Pusrte

- Rico, where the children would more likely do betiter in school. IYhe

A FuiToxt Provided by ERI

majority decided in havor of the economic advantages.
TAELE 9

DESTINATIONS OF PUERTO RICAN MOVING FROM PINE POYNT

Yeas Moved to Moved to ~ Moved to Moved to Total
Puerto . Other - Other - Integrate Nugber
o 7. . Rieo " P.R. Com. = Parts Camden Communities Mpved
1965-66 7 T N - : 7 32
1966-67 10 o 5 26. _ . Al 4y
.. 1967-68 __ 5 o0 S Ak 9 _gg
. “3*1 D 22?» R - 5 N 52 B ' 2? .vli“
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keeping him upipo-déte in the astudy of subject matter.

A minor subject most commonly fgiled at Fyne Poynt Juﬁior
High was Health. Of the students who méved'away from Pyne Poynt
du;igg the pastdthree years, 24 failed tﬁe Health Course. Immigrant
Puerto Rican childrenéwererprane to have poor teeth. 'Gavifies go
~.unfilled énd students then'have whale mcﬁthsrwith broken teeth and
roots needing extraction. This is esvecially true of children com=-
in from r;fal aréas of Puerto Rico. The health of the Puerto Rican
child born on the mainland:ﬁag considerably better. A check with

the Guidance Department at Pyne FPoynt revealed that there was a higher

i

number of failures in Héa;th in the whole school, not just among
Puerto Ricans. The ;easc# for high faiiufe rateévin Ee#lth was
the fact £hat‘ane teacﬁer éées all stgdent aniy qﬁe'time a ﬁegk and
gradés'cén'ogli'ﬁé;basedvdﬁ iesté’withcqt thé étudenf knowing the

child. ‘Sinqé the State“requiresrﬁealth~ta be taught as a gontinuous

subjeet,.it céﬁﬁét be giveﬁriﬁvcdncéntrafed‘unitéﬁéafés to give the

teachar more £requent student contact.- "

-

Lats ragistratian was’ancther handicap faced by the Puerta

: Rican'ehlld- aHany familles walted a thnle year hefnre gettlng thE1r

‘a whale ygar
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times.T Those students whose grade-age placement places them two to
three years behind were most likely to eventually drop out of school.
The task of making up two or three lost years looked impossible. A
majority will get discouraged and urop out. o

Age-grade placement then becomes aﬁ.impcrtant reason for
.““elimination; of the.five disadvantages Puerto Ricans suffer in
mainland sghaais (1)'frequent moving; (2) Lack of English Ability;
(3) Failure in Major §ubjects;;(4)rDisciyline Problems; (5) Absenteeism;
these saﬁ stlll be overcome by the disédvantaged child with the help
of perceptive eéuﬁselarsg o |

7Hr. Charles Gibson, eighth grade counselor at Pyne Poynt
Junior High School has successfully promoted large numbers of Puerto
Rican childrzn ss many gz two yearg at a tlme when he saw that pro-
-matlng them to the level of the;r ‘peers became a motlvatlng force for
hard torg and exeellence;_ Mr. Gibson has been rewarded by seeing
lé-year-ald glrls who were‘gettlng goad grades even. improve their
grades after pramctlan and beccme valev1ctorians.- Others have

'atta;ned ccns;stent placement on tha hcncr rclls.-'Yet ~all would

~have beccme eventual dropeuts had they been allqwed to remaiﬂ in.

' é‘grade 1n which they we e:placed whenJin_elementary s¢h$91{727

ake the moat ﬁf‘théirﬁ
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years. She made a gtudy of thg situation of the Puerto Rican child
in that school and found that out of a total of 84 students, only
15 hgd not repeated a year. The remaining 68 repeated: 37 one ¥ear;
13 two years; 11 three years and 6 four year. Qné‘rePeated iiver

Years. Therefore, of 85 students at the Northeast Elementary Sehaalg

“.only 16 were placed at normal age-grade placemeﬁt,l

GONGLUSIONS

It wauid be a mistake to expect schools to bear the full

respon51b;l;ty for the educational dlsadvantages suffered by Pue:tgg

i
i

Rican c¢hildren. The community and the home share respens;b;llty. f §

1. ghiygngchaq;sigan Do

A plan of drop-out prevention, through early d:op—aut'
detection ceﬁld be initiated. Mrs. Eggars was an éxample of éu
- extremely dedicated teacher whase concern fer the welfare of her : ‘
students exceeded most teachers. She sought tha tacts and after
gettlng the whale picture aI the sltuatian of Pusrto Rican students

at her schaal, she was anie to meet Ehe neeas u: her atudents..-

The Schaal Beard shculd have aeveral hcurs af senslt;vity |

train;ng for teachars af Puerto E;can students._ For this*tra;nlng,

2 I woul& recammend the 1ntraduct;an af Oscar Lewxs' haak, '”

akVStrange s Then Nelghbars, gy Glarence Sgn;er;E

1saiuseful 15 the::
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Finally the Guidance Manual prepared by the Board of Education of the

city of New York is helpful; Working with Pupils of Puerto Rican Back-

graundgl

A voluntary committee for helping nan-bngllsh speaklng pupils

cught to bn formed at each sahool.a Such a cammlttee should have
"-.access to the cumulative records of the Puerto Rican students to allow

the committee to establish a card file with the names and addresses of }

Puerto Rican students whose records show any of the danger symptoms of

a potential drop out. These are: i ' - ‘ ;

l. Absenteeism -

2. Discipline Problems

3« Failure of Major Subjecta
"4, Pailure in English Ability

5. Age-grade placement data.

This committee should have the authority to recommend grade promction
to counselors, arrange interviews, and call for a team evaluation for
femaéial nrescrlptiqns for the chzld shaw1ng 51gns of becuming a

patent;al drop out and taking remedial actien;

Figally, slnee many Puerta R;can ch;ldren were fram familles

A FullToxt Provided by ERI
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inclusion 6f clergymen énd representatives of other agencies from
lthe community should be provided. The team approach is needed by
bﬁthithe school and the community té the'problems of disadvantaged

students. Any light that any one member of the cormittee can shed

would be a scurée of benefit for the education of the child but

not be overlooked. .
~

Mrs. Eggars found that a program of family counseling would

“n

have leen most successful at the Northeast Schaglal Of the 5% c¢hild-

10 fam11;e5 had 2 children at the Northeast School total 20
b femilies had 3 children at the Northeast School total 12
b families had 4 children at the Northeast School  total 16

1 family had 5 children at the Northeast School total 5 ' !
"20 families 55 E

2. Things the Community Can Do - : ' Lo

It has been-natei-that"a’majerity“of'the”Pnefto‘Ricéﬁ"ghildren
believe that there is a Puerto Rican organization in existence ready

to provide them with scholarships to fu to college. A large number

of Puerto Rlcan yuuth will be laakiﬂg ta the Puertc Rlcan leadership

‘ for help and eﬂsnuragemﬂnt.:
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where the Gcnéilia de Organigacieﬁes Hispanas de Philadelphia pro-
~vides the Puerto Rican community there with leadership and organ-
izafi@n as well as services.

One of the first priorities of the Puerto Rican Community

should be to establlsh a local chapter of ASPIRA. ASPIRA is a
. national Puerto Rlcan organization with headquarters in New York
City, and regional chapters at Philadelphia and other centers for
the purpose 6f helping Puerto Rican youth have greater aspiratié#s.
Finally, the Puerto Rican community should assist each
schoel in the estabiishmenthf a Committee for helping non-English
speaking students, and seekvfunds from the federal government for
bi~lingual schéaisaommugity workers. When a team approach can be
taken to provide remediai'éctian by the*ccmmunitys’the’schacl = the
family and the d;sadvantaged ehild Wlll face hr;ghter prospects of
Agetting to college. 7
i
PUERTQ RiCAN PQTENTIAL FDR HIGHER EDUGATION
Ta get a t:ue picture af the pctentlal for. higher edueatinn

5it ﬁDULd be: necessary to call upbn the schaal board - to keep a yearly

record of " the Puerte Rican'enrallment by grades;; Hg ry the Super-

'.'Eh:l.s mal:es
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TABLE 10

PUERTO RICAN ENROLLMENT BY GRADES AT WILSON, CAMDEN
AND PYNE POINT ON BASIS OF AUTHOR'S SURVEY

Grade 1968-69 1969-%0 Number Lost from
pPrevious year

12th ke 36 19
1lth 55 66 2
10th 64 51 , 87
gth 133 103 o1nm
7th 116 85 N

; 119

.the decrease from 9th grade to

The most obvious fact was - ﬁhs
lﬁth grade was so great that urgent action was needed to gnable'
students to go from Junior High Schoel to High School. There
will be n§ substantial increase abbvé the 27 Puarﬁc EiCans now
enrolled undef'thé Educational Dppartunity Fund in Camden County

until the numhers passing from junior high to high schaol is
. -4

‘Great interest in E.0.F. has been’

substantlally incrgggf”f

' generated by this th351 V nd the surveys taken. The Edﬁéatién&l
Opportunity Fund shgpld f@llqw‘up ?hl& interest by printingéand
,puhlashing euf :*éitfiitefgtﬁié'abaut E’Q;F. £o plaééfaffaiaér
 in the hands af every secandary student in the State of New Jersey.

ﬂhis falder ahould be 1n ad;iuate ;upply, 80 that sganish speaking
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APPENDIX I

_ SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PUERTO RICAN COMMUNITY LEADERS

The purpose of this surv ; is to see how many of you have heard of
the Educational Opportunity Fund and find out what you are doing to

encnurage Puerto Rican youth to go to college under the E.O.F.

CAMPUS VISITS

1.
2
3.
k.

S5+

5.

Have you ever visited the campus of Rutger's Univarsity,

South Jersey Campus? YES KO

Have you ever visited the campus of Camden Ccunty College

at Blackwood? YES NO
Have you ever visited the Center City Cgmpus of Camden .
County College at Carman and Broadway? YES NO
Do you know any Puerto Ricans attendlng Rutger's University,
South Jersey Campus? . YES NO
Do you know any Puerto Ricans attending Camden County College

at Blackwood? - - YES NO
Do you know any Puertc Ricans attending Camden County College's
Center City Campus? . YES KO

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FUND

Have you ever heard of the EDUGATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FUND? YES NO
Do you know that financial aid is available for the Fuerto

Rican youth wanting to go to college? YES NO
Do you know any Puerto Rican young people who wauld go to ’
college if they knew EOF pays tuition and books? : YES NO

PUERTO - RICAN PARTICIPATIDN IN HIGHER EDUCATION

10. Have you given encouragement to anyone outs;de of your own

family to go to College?. ‘YES NO
‘Is there any Puerto Rjcan arganlzatian glv1ng schalarshlp ‘ '
hel; for" college bound Puerto Ricans? . YES NO

124 Daes this organiaation ‘put on nggrams in publlc schools

'QEDUGATIDNAL PROGRAMS FDR REACHING PUERTO RICANS: FOR COLLEGE
13. Have. : ‘of: .

ta en"ﬁurage yeuth to stay 1n schaal? BT YEs NoO

] 1aw1ng pragrams at Rutger 3

YES ‘

»
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APPENDIX IT

SURVEY OF COLLEGE INTENTIONS OF PUERTO RICAN STUDENTS IN CAMDEN'S
. SECONDARY SCHOOLS

The purpose of this survey is to find out how many FPuerto Rican

Secondary Students in the Camden Public Schools know about finaneial
aid available to them to enable them to go to college under the

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FUND., It &lso includes some questions about
special programs sponsored by Camden County College and Rutgers
 University designed to reach Puerto Ricans for higher education.

CAMPUS VISITS
1. Have yau ever visited the campus of Rutgers University,

South Jersey Campus? : YES NO
2. Have you ever visited the campus of Camden County College
in Blackwood? YES NO
3, Have you ever visited the Genter CLtY Campus of Camden
7 County College at Carman and Broadway Streets? . YE& NO
4., Do you have any Puerto Rican friends attending Rutgers
University, South Jersey Cgmpus in Camden? , YES NO
" 5, Do you have any Puerto Rican friends attending Camden County
- College in Blackwood? YES NO

6. Do you have any Puerto Rican friends attending the Center
City Campus of Gamden County Lollege at Carman and Broadway? |

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FUND _YES NO |

‘ 7. Have you ever heard of the Educational Dppartunlty Fund? YES NO
8., Do you know that State money is available to help you go

to college and pay your books and tuition? YES NO
9. Do you know of any Puerto Ricans that want to go to callege |
if they knew there was money available? : YES XNO ‘
10. Weuld you go tg cellege if yau knew that money was available?
YES NO
‘PUERTO _RICAN PARTICIPATION IN HIGHER EDUCATION : _
11, Has anyone encouraged you to go to college? . - YES NO
: 12. -Is there any Puerto Rican organization helping Puertﬁ o o
Rlcans gp tg cgllege with schalarshlp help?: : YES NO

zcgunselor encauraged yau te gn to. sallege?,
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