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ABSTRACT

The use of tournament foremsics 1in teaching vital
skills to the disadvantaged is discussed. Four case histories
illustrate the success of such an approach to providing students with
basic communication skills. Some of the difficulties peculiar to
working with the underskilled in an acadenmic environment are
described. {DB)
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Porc aud more college freshmen need tralan” in basic comrunicatioc:
techniques. They lack skill in organizing, document ing, and presenting
their ideas to any dUdlCﬂCQ. Few of them realize that formal tools
exist-which will help them anslyze 51txations; discover other opinions,
and wbrd their analysis to persuade tl & listeners of the truth of the

proposition.

Unfortunately, tournement forensics excludes the untraincd al-

- most completely. We coaches and eduCcLors turn to the well-educated

student for our recruits. We turn to the student who possesses
skill in argumen stion or who has basic batkgrou nd necessary to co;1A

with onw complex deC?xe prorositions. We automanlcally evclude;

'therefore, ‘the towerty-strlcken, undereducsted studcnt who becomes

more COMRON On our ¢ smpuses every day. - '

~

Tournament forensics p*ovmdes an uhbapped channel of hlvhly
effective edqcational techniques to deal with the unocroklllea

student. TForensics, whether individuel events or derLce, forces

“ the student to become familiar withvbasic educational tools --

1nceves, sourcc materwel dlgeuts. Further, the student must extract

-

“the essenblal information from the naterlul organize it, end then

_present it to & highly critical audience The constant feedback
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

intrinsic to forensic COmpetition provides incentive for improvesecent

-that most programs lack., DNo matter how dedicated an English professor

how quickly he reads, the studentts course cannot give almost

instunt feedbuck with constructive criticism. Fuither, a grade
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does not move tha sbtudent to woerk as har as dees the accleim of his

fellows and Lxe personal relationship he builds with his coech,

Thus, when the coach or fellow debaters indicate flaws in tech nicue,

the context of the criticism prevents it from becoming p- discouraging
indication cf persnal {silure.

ﬁiso, the trorhy at the end of the tcournement trd¢1 provides
more incentive to vork than dces the grade or cr1t1c1sm of any
teacner. Lapy young peocle never acqulie sufficient training in
hi.gh school because they cantt see any direct reward for all the
effort. We have 511 heard complaints from both students and

col]eﬁz hst our curricula never relate to anything important.

Unrelated curricule fail to excite the student; only the grade providesg

a sense of accomplishment and thet only at the end of the semester.
Forensics, on the other hand, rewards success and the effort that

precedes succees>w1th a tangible trophy and the scclaim of the coach

“and fellow studcntun The pe;son el ccmrendatlon from a Ffaculty menber

may mesn more then we rea11ze to o student who has never associsted
with one save as student to teacher. Even a blurb in the local
peber or school news lets one stand taller than ever before. All
these. immediate and tangible rewards show the disadvantaged student
that vork leeds to somethlng he can cherish. Therefore, he wcrksm
The tw1n tool of feedbeck and nnnentlve force the student o
improve himself fa stﬁr than any other method I have seen in my
high school teaching of all types of students. He. learns how to
read fcr'lnforuetlon, how to extract th ~importent idess {fom the
material, how tc follow up an author or a topic, how to organize
his synthesis of the material; and how to préesent his ideas with

vore force than he had thought ressible, Forensics gives him 2 "how

6 meveernd el Bhat lesds to definite rewards. Of coursc he responcs.

s ae




We have yeen gravely remiss a; educators by not using tournament
forensies t¢ teach vital skillés. Inqterd of teking the bril iant
student and showing him how to improve himself, we should tak¥e the
marginel student and show him howito survivee.

Four case histories drawn from programspspecifically des? gned
to accommodate the isedvantageéjehow succe. , Students who had
never succeeded.in an academic cnvironment suddenly change thei
goals and_metheds after exposure to tournsment debate and speech.,,
One young 1ady,had'beenwsuSpendedif;omrschool“fér;striking the dean.
“After shenyetgrned, we recruited her for the team., She competed over
a two year per.od, finally emerging as one of our.best individual'

_events competiﬂors. Her academic average rose several points; she
applied to coilege. .H0wever,.her most important feelization was
“econtained in the statement: *Debate has been important to me because
.1t teaches you to flght without hltt1ng. Now she is able to fit
“into.an academlc envircnment and does well 1n c011ege without the
- spur of- 1mmedlate rewards,

Another studnnt ceme ‘to my attentlon as a result oF a ~riothoy ood
corpora ;On‘for which we ran a program. He was a twenty-two year
old hlgh school drop-out who "couldn‘t make it." . He joined the
progrem because ‘he cou]dn‘t fird another paying summer job. Even

though we never threatened to termlnate his enrloyment he became

\
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" involved in the program because of its Lntcllectval challenge and
immediate rewards. He began to research topics of conmmuni ty 1nterest
and. partake cf opportunltles to speak compet¢t1v~1y in front of )

Acowmu11ty cudlonc After thc summer, he decidéd to return to night

high school becnuse he felt that he could hon mis own in argument ond

ERiC‘ acadenic worke.: .
LA LA ' | | ;




A third student alsc participated in the high school debating teom.
His preblem derived from his Spanish descent; he feared that he could
not speak Enplish well enough to be ﬁnderstocd. hs & resuvlt, he never
participated'in classrdom diSCussion; he never arguéd ageinst @
verbzl sitack on his opfnions. He emeiged as. 2 fine competitor,
having needed little mcre than the r095°uranca of his fellow students
and one faculty member to convince him of his worth. Inc1aertally,
the prccess worked both ways; the better prepared students began
to rezlize that the difference in grede point average depended more
upon beckground than upon inaﬁe jntelligence. As a result of his
forensic activity, he changed his post high school plans to irclude
a college education with e professionsl major.

The fourth individual ceme to us through mother community cor-
porétion sponsored activitye In this case,; the pei*son possessed natural

'fablllty' as a mllluant his history of wnlnrmng up croﬁds and'or-

pani21ng demonstratlons would irpress anyone. His problem coxszsted
of his not be1ng able to break away from the rhet »ic™ . lut " on
FEven when he sat down to regotiate, he would use the synte" of vi o‘enc
After piving several violent speeches in competition, and learnii.g
wny they 1ost; hz ch=nged his style to suit the.audienée. ~As he
sterued Lo w1n »a fcllowed the changes with Close attention a“('
carrieﬂ‘them over into‘his other activities. As a result, he becsne
much more effeCtlﬂe in the commun1ty sltuatlon as well as the Caﬁﬁun1%y~
outsider talk session. At lau, report, the change rleased both .S ‘\
supe iors, who started to sce gresater results with 1ess,effort; = nd

his ~pronents, who at lcast Telit that telkinp now served some I'-I'FOSC.

1 |

Thus far, Fav- tried to show that tournement fcorensics vith its
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win-lose, prize- coricoted fermes provides an excellent route t0 Jrovidin
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2ll people with basic comrunication skills. Next, I would like to
discuse some oX the gifficvlties peculiar te worylnw with the
underskilled in an acadenic eﬁvironment.,

Recruiting the students wvho need remedizl work is difficult.
Since they do not respend to normal communicetion channiels like
circulﬁrs, rosters, and leaflets; ,the usual recruiting progrem does
not réach them. In order to recruit the disadvantesged student, the
program - director rust seek him oub personally. Sometimes two oOr
three visits are necessary. The student must feel welcome; visits

by old.r team members would help, especislly those affilisted wit!

~the group from wklch the potentiel recruit cormes. H wever, since

most of us don't have the tize or staff to pers oqall" V151t tvio

. -

hundred students, other methods are DnecesSsSarye.

In many cases, campus groups will recr01t for you. You have to
éthince fﬁe group leeders that you rﬂpresent help W1thout policy |
direction. = In other words, you will give partlolpento the benefit of
your skills without interferlng with their functloﬁxng in the group.
Also, cempuq groups which recruit for you fiay ask for some retura

obligation ---2n exhiblpion debate in front of 2 comnunlby audience

on a conur oversisl toplc, or researqh into 2 particuier political

problem’ on vhlch they are working. In any event, recruits from

~

'campus groups will be 1fh1y motivated toward success because the

w111 be out to prove thet thev are as good &s anyone elsc on the team.
Thus, local militants can becom an excellent source of tcai msterial.
If you maintein contacts with high schools, the high school's
gollege office will provide you with lists of good candidates. The
method possesges the additional adventage of endearing you to the

admissions stalf. with most colleges competing for the same dis~

ety g R e AT e © T



advantaged candidates, the perscnal visit and_personal attention
will give your schcol an edge. Come budget time, you right point
thic out. The point remains, however, that no matter that extra
recruiting effort &ou use, you must use ‘some extra ‘recruiting effort
to engage the sttention of the disadvantaged.

:The next problem that erises is retaining the disadvantaged
sﬁudert once you héve recruited him. The normal drop-out ré&te among
tournament debaters is guite high; a student with less skill and a |
moré delicate ego should leave even rore quickly. Fortunately,
the disazdvantaged student will more likely stay -then not once he
has teen recruited. He craves 2 reletionsﬁip with the faculty; he feels
‘alone. He has few friends in the general college population.

Host proféséors look at him differently from his peers if they look
at } . 3t all. PFarther, his teachers have the power of pass-fail.
"A personal relatlonshlp with a faculty nember who does not have
grade derived authorlty will attract the stvdent to the progrem,
If you 1 1on show him contlnual improverment and encouragement, he will
stay without you as 1ong as he stays in school.
© The key. to showing continual i..provement is to articulcite goals
,which-cén'be achieved. Even @ debater with the most delicate ego
will zccert COPtlHU?l fal¢ure if it 'is the Frice of learninge. Further.
the fact'that tudonts w1th better prepzrastion. fail to win will
- peassure him. At some point, you must shift frowm pessimism to
optimism, The optlmlsm can be gualified -~ for example, instead of
e¥pectiﬁg 0 -6, you now expect 2 ~ 4 or 3-3. The point is, however,
that you must set the pgoals, explain them in detail, and then roint

~out how cach tournament contribhutes toward fulfillment.




Thus, yocu should .get the disadvaﬁtaged s§udcnt into conmpetition
as soon 28 possible. If you don't, he will notice the difference
in treatment and resent it. You will lose bhim. Also, if you delay
his entrance into competition, he will be fer tehind his teammstes
wno hsve been competing since October. Then, losing becomcs shameful,
sot expected. Once you bruise his ego, ‘the debater will tend to
dr6p~out of the program. On the other hand, if you nurture him
and bring him along slowly butb consistently, you will develop a fine
competitor who also has a much better chance of succeeding in an
2lien academic environment.

Since forensics can provide such benefits to the disadvantaged,

I feel that the Americen Forensic Associstion, the Netional Forensic

. League, and any other debate organization should do all they can to

encourage the participatién of disadvantaged students, We should,

" for example, certlf; nelghborhood corporations as schools and allow

them to participate in our invitational tournaments even if they don't

meet the initial standards.- We should seek out community facilities

'_thcc deel ‘with the re~education of drug adulCtS and drop~outs,

cert*fv them as schools, and allow them to compete on the same basis.

.We s hould establish. funds and seek out grants for limited budget

schools so that a coach can send dlsadvantebed deLatcrs to tournaments

.W1thouL cuttlng into hlS full competlton schedule. We should do ell

-~

that is possible to make forensics a true educatioral activity in the

total sense of the word instead of a mere extra-curricular quasi-sport.
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