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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this collection of 52 primary source
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NOTE
:

The Council of Research and Creative Wbrk of the Graduate SChool

of the University of Colorado awarded me a Fellowship covering my basic

salary for the academic year 3_965-1966. This Fellowship has been supple-

mented by three grants-in,aid to cover some of the necessary expenses in

carr:ing out the proposed research project. In.describing the nature of

this research and the justification for pursuing it, I wrote the Council,

in part, as follows:

Twenty-eight years of teaching and research in the area of

'history of.education have .made me aware of some important gaps in this

field iihich must be filled through special _esearch to sustain the continu-

ity and interdependence of ideasp.movements, and events in the developmsnt

Hof educational theory and practice in the Western culture. This conclusion

is based on examination over the past twenty-eight years of primary and

secondary literature in the field of educational history.

"One area of neglect is the influence of Islamic culture and

education upon the Western culture during the 12th ancrl3th centuries.* An-

other,close to Ws time and culture, is that of educational thaught during the

first fifty years of natianal life in America. In this period, except for

the educational views of Benjamin Franklin, ThoMas Jefferson, and'a few lesser

figures, our textbooks in the history of American education are vague and

.sketchy on, or even indifferent to, the educational ideas that may have pre-

An introductorreffort was made to interpret the nature and scope of this
influenete 4n Hietolin: of Ts1amio 014gins of Western Education. Mehdi
Rakosteen.- Boulder, Colorado:- University of Colorado Press, 1964.



vailed during these formative decack,s of American civilization, and which

were influential in bringing about the great American crusade for pall',

: education in the middle decades of the 19th century.

It is to a special research in this area that I have devoted

tine and effort since 1965, resulting in the present documentary materials

covering the period between 1776 and 1831. Important among the concerns

of these educational documents are such issues as public versus private edu-

cation; secular versus sectarian education; national versus regional educe-

tion; cultural versus practical education; separate cchoole for boys and

girls versus coeducation; denominational versus public colleges and univer-

sities; tuition free versus tuition paid schooling; academic freedom;

teacher education; educational finance; equality of educational opportunity;

relation of school to society; sources of teacher authority; the services of

eehools to American society and culture; concepts cf method of teaching and

learning; responsibility of schools for moral and spiritual values; responsi-

bility of schools for religious'enlightenment or indoctrination, etc.

To gather these documentary Materials I have examined govern-

mental (Congressional, state, and local) documents, books and magazinea deal

ing with education during this period, newspaper items on education, pdblic

.

addresses, and other sources.

The research focuses attention on primary sources dealing with

educational ideas hitherto 1P7-71TIr 'Tlooked. Meer, ineLuta essayep ad-

dresses, pamphlets, documents, and other literatur9 preserved froi this

period, or publlphed only duringtheperiod under survey, available e'.,nly in

the large attAd oad libkazies'in the aaatern IPPoteA :Ttg%tcms. memobergealege



of Columbia Malversity, for example, has a large collection of rare and old

-
books and be-7aets dealing with varieties of educational topics. Many ma-

terials are also available at the Library of Congress, the Boston Public

Library, the Harvard University Library, and the Philadelphia PUblic Li-

brary. The Library of the American Antiquarian Society, located in Worcester,

Massachusetts, carries by far the most extensi7e and representative resource

materials on education for this period than any other source I was able to

investigate.

The basic task of this research has been the gathering and re-

assessment of these books, addresses, and periodicals on education during

this period. An unexpected fringe benefit of the research has been the

gathering of primary and secondary bibliographical materials for this period

which appear to be a formidable document independent of this basic roaearch

to be made available soon in microfiche and hardback for researchers in-

terested in this period of educational ferment in America.1 The extensive

coverage or this bibliography may be illustrated by the following table of

contents, suggesting the varieties of educational materials as well as

slarveying the cultural setting of educational thinking in this perWL.

hdi Vakosteen, -Conflicting -Educational Ideals in. Americac 1775-1831:
Documentary Source Book. ERIC Clearinghouse for...Social Studies/Social Science
,Education, University o-f- Colorado, Boulder, Colorado, -197J., -480 pages.
'ERIO'No. SO 000 779; EDRS price; MF-$.65, HC-$16.45.



I.TE=_TIJC ION

The fifty year period Which followed the Declaration of Inde

pendencs, frau 1776 to the death of Thomas Jefferson and john Adams in

1826, was one of educational ferment, uncertainty, and value confltets in

Amsrica. Except for such problems as the impact of technology and auto

mation on education and debates on innovations in teaching and learning

methods, there 13 hardly a basic educational issue engaging our attention

today which was not also the focal point of dispute and conflict in'these

early formative decades of the Republic. Who should go to school? For

how long?. To what ends? Should formal education be public or private?

Should education be common or elite? Secular or sectarian? Primarily for

boys or for both sexes? Should education develop along national or local

patterns? Should its clIrriculum be cultural or practical? Should schools

be organized separately for boys and girls? Should schools be tuition paid

or tuition free? Should there be academic freedom, and what does this free

dom mean? Should teachers have specialized professional training, and what

would this training consist oil Should there be equality of educational op

portunity for all regardless of sex, racep religion, economic status, or eth.

nic origin? How should school be related to society? Who should control

schools? What should be the responsibility of the American society to the

school system? What should be the, services of the school to the public?

What, methods of teaching and learning are educationally sound? What should'

-be the responsibility of schools for teaching moral and spiritual values/

these values should be taught, who should determine their contents? What

our.democratic values:Should these values be indoctrinated or should



they be the result o: individual enlightenment? Should we teach religion

in schools? If sop which preferred religious values should be taught?

Should schOols be graded or ungraded? These and scores of other questions

were debated as eagerly during these early decades of our national life as

they are being debated today. .

Those who responded to these questions were statesmen, clergy-

men, business men, literary men, foreign observers, educators, parents --

men and women in almost all walks of life. Some had sure answers, some

were not so sure, but invariably they were in disagreement with one another.

Some had no use for public education while others.endorsed it. Some pre-

ferred a national system of education wh:Lle others advocated select private

schools. Soie supported sectarianism while others argued for secular

schools. And the debate went on.

Certainly me have gone a long way in our educational enterprize

since these issues ware first debated.' But we still have to go a longer

wey to determine acceptable answerwto many of these questions. -And in

these roughly' tvo hundred yeere of educational experimentation, crusade,

and development, it is of primarY importance to.datermine where and how we

'began in order to appreciate where we are and Which wny we ere headed in our

educational enterprize.

It has been the primary purpose of this documentary history to

nuhearthn selected essays, addresses, and other documents that were published

during this period dealing with these educational isaues which have not been

readily available to historians and students of education. To be sure, some

of the important educational documents written by 'some of the ablest educa-:

:tional observer's of the period, maiely beteeen 1786 and. 1799, have been made



available to the general reader of educational history. These include the

educational writings of Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and the works

of Noah Webster, Benjnmin Rush, Robert Cora% S.Imeon Doggett, Samuel Knox,

Samuel Harrison Smith, Amable-iouia-vose de Lafitte du Courteil, and a few

1
others.

Another important document by Pierre Sanuel du Pont de Nemours,

written originally in French et the request 6f Thomas Jefferson, is the

first extensivs blueprint of a system of education for the United States.

The boo7: was translated into English and edited by Bessie G. da Pont and

published, by the University of Delaware Press in 1923. The original book,

entitled= l'Education national.dans les Etas-Unis d'Amering wan pub-

:lished in Paris by Le Normant in 1812, though the book was completed and

presented to Thomas Jefferson in 1800,

The educational ideas of Jefferson have also been treated ex-

tensively by =am authors and are'therefore not included In this docunentary

selection.2 The present documentary works therefore do not include the above

-;See Frederick Rudolph (editor). Essays on Education in the Early, Republic.

Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, Belknap Press, 1965. The

table of contents follows. Benjamin Rush, 114k Plan for the Establish-

ment of Public Schools..." Benjamin Rush, 1Thoughts upon Female Educe-
tion,.4..;;" Noah Webster, "On the Education of Youth in America." Robert

-Cora% "Political inquiries:.." Simeon Doggett, "A Discourse on Educe-
tion,-.:." Samuel Ha:misonStith, "Remarks. on Education:.." Amable-
Louis-Rose de Lafitte du Courtell, 11Proposal to Demonetrate the Necessity
of a National Institution..." Samuel Enow, KAn Essay on the Best System
of Liberal Education,"

See also Allen Oscar Hansen. Liberalism and American Education in the
Righteenth Centurr. New York: Macmillan:and Co., 1926. .

Sea Roy G. HOneywell. gm Educational Wbrk of Thomas Jefferson. Cambridge,

Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1921. Julian P. TeiT(altor). The
-;.ysmi.a. of Thomas Jefferson. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press,

1950. Also consult.the bibliOgraphy for additional titles..



materials since they are, with .the possible exception of du Pont de Nemourts

work, readily available to students of the early history of American educa

tion. Certain other documents available in Cubherly's readings and other

source books are also omitted. Important among these documents are the

selections topically arranged, with sources indicated and placed at the end

of this introduction for those who may wish to refer to them. There is also

a chronological list of documents preceding the table of contents for those

interested in a chronological study of such documents.

The essays, addresses: etc., included in this documentary study,

as well as those referred to in this introduction, had many edacational con

cerns in common in spite of their wide range differences on (1) the role of

religion in pdblic schools, (2) the relation of morality to education, (3) the

function of edacation in democracy as a political system and vs a way of life,

(4) the relative (or absolute) role of nature and nurtur i4 education,

(5) methods of teaching and learning, (S) education as a state function,

(7) elite and common education; (8) the education of minorities, (9) cultural

and practical education, and (*individual interest versus social well being.

Their common concerns included, by and large, (1) education as a necessity in

political and social democracy, (2) individual well being within the larger

.context of sooial well being as the main goal of public and private education,

(3) great faith in the educability of the individual and his capacity for

moral and intellectual development, (4) character building, variously defined

as the cornerstone of sound education, (5) the importance of the role of edu

cation in promoting democratic nationalism, (5) the role of education in de

veloping self reliance, concern for the pablic good, initiative, coping with

the unknown and the unpredictable, uplifting of the human spirit, and the



means to higher cultural life and material standards of living,,(7) social

and eduestional equality, not always including minorities (Indians, blacks,

etc.), (8) the power of knowledge in resolving human problems (and ig-

norance as the foe of democracy) and the school as the best instrument for

the diffusion of knowledge, (9) the importance of universal education as

the best means to unite with common elements a nation ,Jf diverse peoples

and political, religious, and social points of views, (10) and efforts to

break away from certain EUropean educational patterns and influences.

In spite Of their similarities of concerns this early litera-

ture on education was written from divergent philosophical positions, re-

ligious commitments, political beliefs, social and economic views, economic

interests and foreign (Enropean) backgrounds.

The selections compiled in the present wqrk are not organized

in topical order since so many writers discussed scores of educational

topics, each of which can be better evaluated in the context of the entire

essay. The introductory statements at the beginning of each selection sug-:

gest Vie area or areas of'concern'inoach dOcument.'. These:statements. in-

elude as a''rule one or tWoAoertinent.quotations froMthe.documentshowing
-

. -.writer Rs inaizr;poi.nt



_

Comparisons of American and European Education

The Legislature of Georgia Expresses Opposition to the Education of American Youth
Abroad, January 271.1785. Robert and Georgia Watkins, A. Dimat cif the Laws of the

State of Georgia, p. 299.

The Legislature of Geoi4gia Makes Aliens Out of Georgians Sent Abroad for Education,
February,7, 1785. Allen D. Candler (compiler), The Colonial Records of the State
of Georgia, XIX, Part II, P.378.

Thomaa Jefferson to J. Bannister, Jr.s.on Education in Europe
Foner: Basic Writings of jefferson.., pp. 532-33.

.Nclah Webster Criticizes the Education of Americans in Europe,
Magazine, May, 1788, pp. 370-73.'

, 1785. Phfilip S.

1788. The American

George Washington on Education in Europe, 1795. ,John C. FitZpatriCk(Ed.),
TheWritings of George Washington-liashington, Government Printing Office
3740, vol. 34i 57-10-50..

.jhe Importance of Education. Report of a Special Committee to the New York
Legislatureebruary lIi, 1812 .Altucted from Randall's Common School

...:.:System of the State of New.York -.Troyv1851, pp.' 10-11.- 7

'Religion and Education (chronologically)

'Constitutional Provisions in North Carolina, 1776. Article 19, peclaration of Rights
-.of North Carolina, 1776. Given in Henry G. Connor and Joseph B. Cheshire, Jr.,
'The Constitution'of North Carolina Annotated, p;IXVIII.

In Georgia, 1777,
F.N..Thorpe,

In South.Carolina,
' F. N. ThorPe,

1789, 1798. Constitution of Georgia, 1.777, Art. LVI. Given in
Federal and State ConstitutionslWashington: Gov't Printing Office, 19a

.1779. Constitution of South Carolina, 1779, Art. XXXVIII, Given in:
Federal .and State Constitutions, Washington: Gov'..b Printing Office, 1

Jefferson's Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom in Virginia, 1779. Paul Leicester1. Ford: The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, II, 237-39.

Virginia's Act for Religious Freedom, 1785. Hening, Statutes at 1,2119_, XIT, 84-86.

The Church- State Controversy in Virginia. H.J. Eckenrode Separation of Church and
State in Virginia Richmemd: Davis Bottom, Superintendent of Public Printing, 1910.

;.In TennessPes 1796. ,
Conatitution.of Tennessee, 1796: Art.XI, Sec31 Given in

F.i,N..ThorPe':-Tederal and State Constitutions; Washington: Gov't Printing Office 15
Continued in the. Constitution-of7111347710377 PP. 3426-27.



The Legislature of Georgia Expresses OPposition to the Education of American Youth
Abroad, January 27, 1785. Robert and Georgia Watkins, A Dir;pet of tha Laws of the

State of Georgia, p. 299.

The Legislature of Geotigia Makes Aliens Out of Georgians Sent Abroad for Education,
February,71 1785.. Allen D. Candler (compiler), The Colonial-Records of the State
of Ueorgia, XIX, Part II, P..378..

Thomae Jefferson to J. Bannister, Jr.l.on Education in Europe 0 1785. Philip S.
Foner, Basic Writings of Jefferson, pp. 532-33.

ah Webster Criticizes the Education of Americans in Europe, 1788 . The American
Magazine, May, 17880 pp. 37073.

,George Washington on Education in Europe, 1795. .John C. FitZpatrick (Ed.),
The Writings of George Washington .Washington, Government Printing Office
I940, Vol. 34, p5,7714950..

'The Importance of Education. Report of a Special Committee to the New York
Legislature, February 14, 1812. Quoted from Randall's Common School
System of the State of Newyork :Troy, 1851, pp. 10-11.

Religion and Education (chronologically)

Constitutional Emvisions in North Carolfma, 1776. Article 19, Declaration of Rights
of North Carolina, 1776. Given in Esnry G. Connor and Joseph B. Cheshire, Jr"
The Constitution of North Carolina Annotated, p. LXVIII.

lin Georgia-, 1777
:F.N.-Thorpe,

In South.Carolina,
y F. N. ThorPe,

1789, 1798. Constitution of Georgia, 1777, Art. LVI. Given in
Federal and State Constitutions,Washington: Gov't Printing Office, 1905

1779. Constitution of South Carolina, 1779, Art. XXXVIII, Given in-,
Federal.and State Constitutions, Washington: Gov't Printing Office,

Jefferson's Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom in Virginia 1779. Paul Leicester
Ford, The Writino:s of Thomas Jefferson,

Virginia's Act for Religious Freedom, 1785. Hening, Statutes at Large, XII, 84-86.

Th

CI

Church- State Controversy in Virginia. H.J. Eckenrode, Separation of Church and
State in Virginia Richmond: Davis Bottom, Superintendent of Public Printing, 1910.

Tennessee, 1796. Constitution of Tennessee, 1796, Art.XII Seo3, Given in
F. N. Thorpe, Federal and State Constitutions, Washington: Gov't Printing Office,19(
Continued in the Constitution of 1834, ibid., pp. 3426-27.

In Louisiana, 180)i. F. N. Thorpe, Federal and State Constitutions, Washington:
Gov't Printing Office 1909.

In Mississippi, 1817. FOC. Thorpe, Federal and State Constitutions, Washington:
Gov'tPrinting Office, 1909.

:InAlabatha, 1819. F. N.:.Thorpe, Federal and State
Printing:.Office, 1909.

H

Constitutions Washington :

Constitution of Florida,. 1830,.Art. 1, Sec'3. Given in
Federal and State CondtitutiOns YWashingtonvGov't_Printing Office,190

]



On the Teaching Profession.

Membership in the Established Church Required of the Master of a School in

Newbern, North Carolina, 1766. Complete Revisal of all the Acts of the ikasnuE

of the Province of North Carolina, 1773, p. 559.

The Colonial Climate, New Jersey Reauires Schoolmasters to Take Oaths of

Abjuration and Allegiance, 1777. Acts Passed II, Independence, A.D., 1777; pp. 28-29.

Pennsylvania Requires Loyalty Oath for Teachers, 1776. The Acts of the General

Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, l775-21:78.0, p. 232.

An Early Protest Against a Loyalty Oath for Teache,,, 1779. Given in Issac

Sharpless, A History of the Quaker Government in ii;timhsylvania, Philadelphia,

T.S. Leach 'aid Co., 173'99, II, pp. 184-87.

Mr. Benjanin Rush on the Ocupation of the Teacher) 1790. D.E, Runes (Ed.), The

Selected Writings of Benjamin Rush 2 New Yorks at-1.111:=1oph1_rm1 Library,

Inc., 1947, p. 114.

Horace Greeley on "naming Out" the Teacher in New E1 Abort, 1820.

Clifton Johnson; Old Tire Schools and School-Books, 'New :Dirk, The

Macmillan Co., 10E; Pp. 1-23:767-

J. Marion Sins, Famous American Surgeon and Gynecologiz-c, Tel of His Early

Education in South Carolina, 1819. J. Marion Sins, Me Story.;of Ny Life.

Edited by H. Marion-Sims, New York: D. Appletond Co., .IB83 pp. 54-63.

James G. Carter, An Institution toTrepare Teachers. _Reprinted from Hftry

Barnard, Normal Schools and Other Institutions, Agencieal and Means

Designed for the Professional Edudation. of teachers, 18-1, pp. 75-63.

;Superintendent A. G. Flagg'of the Connon Schools of New York on Lack of Good'

:Salaries'of Teachers, 1828.., "Improvement.of Common EduCation," American

Journal of Education, III, p. 436.:

amael Read Hall on:"The Requiste,Qualifications.of an Instructor% 1829.

Arthur D. Wright and Georg. Gardner (Eds.) HalllsLectures on SChool-:

H.:,:.DartmouthPreasp-1929.pp. 65-6E3.

Abolition of, Public Schools

Congressional Objections tO the Proposal to Grant PUblic Lands for the

Endowment of State Universitios,'1819. :American State papcirs$ ru.blic Lands, III, p. 363.

,An Open 'Letter Against. Schools and.Internal Improvementa,

Ralei,h (North Carolina)_agiater, Nov..9, 1829.,

GoVernment Cannot PrOVide.General::EduCation.
Wite-tt.e July 12, 1830.

1$29. "X" in The

Edizarial in the Philadelphia National

Education of Wo



Membership in the Established Church Required of the Naster of a School in

Newbern, "Torth Carolina, 1766. Complete Revisal of all the Acts of the Asernbly
of the Province of North Carolina 1773 pt

The Colonial Climate, New Jersey Requires Schoolmasters to Take Oaths of

Abjuration and Allegiance, 1777. Acts Passed II, Independence, A.D., 17772 po.

Pennsylvania Requires Loyalty Oath for Teachers, 1778. The Acts of the General

-
Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 1775-170, p. 232.

An Early Protest Against a Loyalty Oath for Teachers, 1779. Given in Issac
Sharpless, A HistorE of the Quaker Government In Pennsylvania, Philadelphia,
T.S. Leach and Coo, 11:09, II, pp. ilia:877

Dr. Benjamin Rush on the Ocupation of the Teacher) 1790. D.D. Runes (Ed.), eT

Selected Writings of Benjamin Rush New York: Philosophical Library,

Inc., 1947, p. 114.

Horace Greeley on "TUrning Out" the Teacher in New England About
Clifton Johnson, Old Tim Schools aulpsLoo1-Books, New York, The

Macmillan Co., 19-0747 pp. 123-26.

J. Marion Sims, Famous American Surgeon and Gynecologist, Tells 0Z His Early
Education in South Carolina, 1819. J. Marion Sims, The .S..tox7- of 77: Life.

Edited by H. Marion-Sims, New York: D. Appleton and Co., IW, PP. 54-63.

26-29.

Janes G. Carter, An institution to Prepare Teachers. Reprinted from H0nry

, Barnard, Normal Schools and Other Institutions, Apencies and Means
Designed for the Professional Education of teachers, 1851, pp. 75'-83.

Superintendent A. G. Flagg of the Common Schools of New York on Lack of Good
Salaries of Teachers, 1628. "Improvement of Common Education," American

Journal of Education, III, p.,436.

amuel Read Hall on "The Requiste Qualifications of an Tnstructor", 1829.
Arthur D. Wright and George E. Gardner (Eds.) Hallls.Lectures on School-
keeping, Hanover, N. H., Dartmouth Press, 1929., pp. 65-68.

.

-Congressional Objectiona to the Proposal to Grant PUblic Lands for the
Endowment of State Universities, 1819, American State Papers Public Lands, III,

Open Letter Against Schools and Internal Improvements
fieleica (North Carolina) Register, Nov. 9, 1629.

Government GennOt Provide General Education. Editorial in'the Philadelphia National
*.Gazette,:,July 12 1830.

1829. "X" in The

P.

Educcition a Wojen:

363.

Mary W011stonecraft on.Education and Other Rights of Women, 1792. Mary Wollstonecrafts.
.:-A-.17'indicationof. the Riphts.of WOmen.111th an introduction by Elizabeth Robins
-17ennel1,Londoillginer_Soott, 715177EFFnoster RoW,:1891.-
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-National University.

Sanual Blodget's Account of a Conversation with General Washihgton on a National
University, 1775. Samuel Blodget, Economica: A Statistical Manual for the'United States

Washington, 1806. This book was published "for the benefit in trust for the
free education fund of the university founded by George Washington in his last will

Proposals by Charles C. Pinckney and James Madison in Constitutional Convention on
National University, 1787. Hunt and Scott (ed.), Debutes in the Federal Convention

of 1787 Reported hz. James 1Tadison VashinRton: Publi:cations of the Carnegiie
Endowment for Internati,mal Peace, 1918, pp. 26-28; 420; 564-65.

President James Mhdison of the College of William and rary Recommends Williamsburg as
Site for National University, 1790. Letter from Madison to Edmond Randolph, c. Januzz-y

31, 1790. William and Mary College Quarterly Historical Magazine, First Series,
IX, 133-34.

George Washington to Congress oa a National University, 1796. incomplete citation.

Reply of the Senate on National University, Dec 10, 1796. Annals of Congress,
4th Congress,.2nd Session, p. 1520.

Pierre Samuel Du Pont de Nemours on National University, 1800. National Education
in the United States of America. B.G. Du Pont translation, University of Delaware,

1923, pp. 95-96.

Joel Barlow to Jefferson, September 15, 1800. Leon Howard, The Connecticut Wits
Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1943.

President Jefferson to Albert Gallatin, Secretary of the Tresury, Nov 140 1806,
Paul Leicester Ford, The Writings of Thomks Jefferson, VIII, 482, note.

Albert Gallatin to President Jefferson, Nov.
of Albert Gallatin Philadelphia: J. B.

Natiopal University in Jefferson's Massage to
Congress, 9th Congress, 2nd Session, pp.

16, 1806.
Lippincott

Congress,
14-15.

Henry.Adams, .The Writlam
apd Co., 1879; p. 319.

Dec 2, 18064 Annals of

Jamits Madison to Congress on National University, Dec 5, 1810. no citation.

jresident Madison again Recommends National University, Dec 15, 1815.
citation incomplete.

A Bill for National University, Feb 20, 1816. Annals of Congress, 14th Congress, ist SeE

President Madison Again Recommends National University, Dec 3, 1816. Annals of Congress,
14th Congress, 2nd Session,:p. 144.:

The Committee Makes Favorable Report On:National UniVersity, Dec 11., 1816. no citation.

Bill forNational Uniyersity0.1.817. nojOitation.

'Richard 11.1411de .of Georgia Moves That.the CoMmittee b
.:Alnji.ationalUniversity-.March'3 :1817...!:no citation."

_
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Thomas JeiTGTon amd George.Wg,ShSngton (dhronologically)

Extracts frz.: bhe Massachusetts :Bill of Rights, 1780. B.F. Poore (ed).
Federal and State Constitutions (Washington, Government Printing OfC-1:e0
1877), Part I, p. 53767

Aedanus Burke advises Arthur Middleton about the Education of the latter. ,,Son, M782.
Joseph 'c'd. Barnwell (ed.), "Correspondence of Hon. ArtImr Midd1eton,"_7.he
South Carolina Historical and Genealogical Magazine, XXVI (Octdber, _73), 203-4.

Jefferson on his Plan tor Diffusing "Knowledge T,Tore Generally Through the Taw of
the People", 1782. Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Vir011ia,, 17020 pp153c51

Jefferson's Bill for Amending the Constitution of the College of William almd Mary, 1779.
Sundry Documents on the Eubact of a Eat= of Public Education for tilie State of J'

Virginia

Thomas Jefferson. Letter to John Banister. A Jefferson Profile, Saul K. Fadover The
John Day Company, Inc. publisher, pp. 33-357 237-043, 271-275.

Stephen Girard Provides for a College in Philadelphia for "Poor Male White 07.-phans," 183C

Benjamin Rush to the Legislature of Pennsylvania on a Plan of Education foi: a Republic,
1786, from Dagobert Runes Selected Writings of.Benjamin Rush. 1947, Philosophical L.Ibral,

Thomas Jefferson's Bill "For the More General Diffusion of Knowledge," Int:2oduced into
the Legislature of Virginia, 1779. Phillip S. Foner (ed.) Basic Writings of Thom9s
Jefferson p New York, Willey Book Co., 19440-------

'Report of Archibald D. EUrphey to the Legislature of North Carolina, 18176

Report of the Rockfish Gap Commission (Thomas Jefferson, Chairman) to Locate the Site
of the University of Virginia, 1818. Early History of the Uhiversity of Virginia as
Contained in the Letters of Thomas Jeagrson and Joseph C. Cabell, Richmond, J. W.
Randolph; TU56 7-

Thomas Jefferson on the Education of Wbmen, 1818. Letter to Nathaniel Burwell. Paul
Leicester Ford, The Writings of Thomas 12ssasE2a22. ,

Daniel Webster Cites the North Caraina Case of 1805 to Support His Argument in the
Dartmouth College Case, 1815-1819.'Stephen K. Williams, Gases Argued and Deceided in the
Supreme Court of the United States, 1815-1819, Book 4, Lawyer's Edition.

Address to the Graduates of the South Carolina College, December, 1821. Thomas Cooper,
M.D. Columbia, 18216

Extracts from the Writings of James Madison, Thomas Jefferson and George Washington,
1787 - 1822.

Daniel Webster on Education. Barnard's American Journal of Education, vol. I, 1856.

Address of the President of the South Carolina College to the Graduates at the
Commencement, Dec 1, 1826. Columbia, 1823.

:.James G..Carter
South Leaflets,

onTeacherein MassachuSetts Essaya on Popular Education. Old
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Captain Alden Partridge's Arguments for Military Education, c. 1825. Miscellanies
Vol. 5, No. 17. no date or place of publication.

Governor Wolf's Message to the Pennsylvania Legislature, 1833-34. Messages-of the
Governorts. Copied front Wickersham, J.P.:11storm of-Education in Pennsylvania,
Lancaster Pa., 1886.

Mary Lyon on the PUrposes of Mount Holyoke Seminary, 1835. Old South Leaflets, VT0
No. 145.

Sidney L. Jackson. Social Tension and Education, 1830. Aierica's Struggle for Free
Schools, 1941

-Address delivered before the Philological Society of Middlebury College, August 15, 1826.
Jonathan C. Southmayd, E.P. Walton, Montpelier, Vermont, 1826.

Benjamin Franklin to "Megsrs. Weems and Grant, Citizens of the United States in London,"
July 18, 1784.

Washington wates to Governor Patrick Henry and declines the Stock, October 29, 1785.

George Washington to Edmund Randolph, July 30, 1785. Jared Sparks, The Writings of
George liashinEton,

Jedidiah Morse, Pioneer American Geographer, on Imperfections in Geographies Dealing Vitt
America, 1789. Preface to The American Geography; or a View of the Present State of All
the Empires,. Kingdoms, States and Republics of the Knell World, and of the United States
of America in Particular, 2nd edition, London: John Stockdale, Picadilly, 1792.

George Washington on National University, in His First "essage to Congress, January 8,
1790. Annals of Congress, ist Congress, I, 970.

Dr. Benjamin Rush on Proper Amusements and Punishments for Schools, 1790. D.D. Runes ( d
The Selected Writings of Beniarldri Rush, New York, Philosophical Library, Inc., 1947.

Mbrse on Ger-rgia, 1792. no citation.

Reverend James Madison, President of the College of William and Hary, to 4edidiah Morse
May 1792. William B. Sprague, The Life of Jedidiah Morse, D.D., 1874.

George Washington to Jedidiah Morse, 1793. John C. Fitzgerald (ed), Writings of
Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources 1745-1729 Washington: United States
Government 7ariting Office, 1940, =rill, 12.

Washington to Edmund Randolph, Decenber 15 1794. John C. Fitzpatrick (ed), The Writinr:s
of George Washington Washington: United States Government Printing Office, fg451IXXIV, 5

Jefferson's Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom in Virginia, 1779. P.L. Ford, The
Writings of Thomas Jefferson, II, pp. 237-39.

The Philadelphia Society for the Establishment and Support of Charity Schools. An
Account in American Annals of Education, vol.II, June, 1832, pp. 285-86.

'ReverendJames Madisonl.Presidentof the College of William and Mary, Comments to
4effersen:On gedidish Morse, February 1, 1800. William and Mary College Quarterly
Historical,Magazine,Ssriee:2,Vol., V, 148.

77,7°.g
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Extract from the Will of.George Washington, 1799. no citation.

Dr. Benjamin Rush on the Education of Women, 1798. "On the Mode of Education Properin a Republic." Given in D.D. Runes (ed.), The Selected Writings of Benjamin Rush
New York, Philosophical LibrarYs Inc., 1947, pp. 95-96.

George Washington to Jedidiah Morse, June 29, 1797. no citation.

John Davis, Tutor from England Has a Lively Interview with a South Carolina Planter andHis Wife, 1797. Travels of Four Years and a Half in the United States of America,-Morrison Edition:713735.4U.

Washington to the Commissioners of the'Federal City, October 210 1796. no citation.

Washington to Alexander Hamilton, September 6, 1796. John C. Hamilton (ed.) The Woiof Alexander Hamilton New York: Francis and Company, 1851, VI, 149-50.

Judge John Tyler to Judge St. George Tucker, 1795. no citation.

Jedidiah Morse Replies to St. George Tucker's Letter on Morsels Geography, 1795.The Masste Historical Society. New York Public Library, used by permission.

Jefferson to M. D'Ivernois on Removal of College of Geneva to Virginia, Februsay 6, 179Paul Leicester Ford, The Writings of Thonas Jefferson, VII, 2-6.

Jefferson to Washington on Geneva College,.FebruarY 230 1795. Paul Leicester Fordo:The Nritin5s of Thomas Jefferson, Appendix, pp.473 -76.

Alashington to Jefferson on Geneva College; March 15, 1795. Paul Leicester Ford,The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, pp..19 -22.

To

St. George Tucker on Morsels Geography, 1795. Williamsburg, May 28th, 1795. - Williamand Mary Quarterly Historical Papers, II, No.; 1, July 1893, 182-97.

:Washington to Governor.Robert Brooke of 'Virginia, March 16, 1795. no citatioti.

George.Washington to the Commissioners of.the.Federal District, January 28, 1795.Sparks, The Writings of George Washington, XI, 14-16. 2

George Washington Comments on Charlotteand Queen's College (MUseum), 1795.

tiefferson to Mann Page, August 30, 1795..
Thomas Jefferson, VII, 24-25.

General Francis Marion on Education, about 1795. P.. Horry and M.L. Weems, TheLife 'of General Francis Marion Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott & Co., 1856,7T238-401 46-- -
Paul Leicester Ford, The Writings of

:George Washington Regrets the Practice,.March 16, 1795. Jojm C. Fitzpatrick (ed.)The Writings of George Washington Washington: The United States Government Printing
1940.7001XIV, 149.

.ReSolution of the Virginia House of Delegates on Education in Europe, Dec. 10 1795.
jburnalof theHouse of De-egates pf the Connonwealth Of Virginia; 1795, PP. 63-640 66.

Joseph Caldwell, President of the University of North Carolina, To Jedidiah Mbrse, 1805.Princton Univermity Library.
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Report Of Select Committee on President Madison's Message, February 18, 1811,

Thomas Jefferson to John Adams on "Natural Aristocracys" Oct. 28, 1813. A.B. Bergh,

The Writinrs of Thomas Jefferson, XIII, 396-403.

Jefferson's Reply to Governor Plumer on the Dartmouth College Case, 1816. A.E. Bergh (Ed

The Writino;s of Thomas Jefferson, XV, pp. 46-47.

Thomas Jefferson Declines to Sell Lottery Tickets for the Benefit of East Tennessee

College and Gives its Trustees Some Counsel, 1810. The Wrtinrs of Thomas Jefferson,

Memorial Edition, XI, pp. 386-88.

Thaddeus Stevens, An Appeal for Tax-Supported Schools. Reprinted from Hazard's Register

of Pennsylvania, vol. 150 no. 18s May ,2, 1835, pp. 283-287.

Stephen Girard Provides in his Will for a Lancasterian School in Philadelphia, 1831,

Stephen Girard Will. Reprinted by Girard College from the Girard Will Case, 1947, p.2.

A, Meeting is Held in Washington to Promote Interr;t in Sunday Schools, 1831. American

Annals of Education, I p. 178.

The American Lyceum is Organized, 1831. see Cecil B. Hayes, The American Lyceum: Its

Historv and Contribution to Education, Bulletin 12, 1932, U. S. Office of -8-6-16-ifion.

James Stevenson of Virginia to Joseph Lancaster, 1819-1820. By permission of the
American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass.

Circular Letter From Gov. Wilson C. Nichols of Virginia on a System of Education for Tha

State, 1816. Sundry Documents on the Subject of a Sjysten of Public Education

For the State of Virpinia, Richmond, 1817.

'Jefferson's Plan for Education in Virginia, 1779. Biennial Report of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction of Virginia, 1900-01, pp. IXX-LXXV.

;.T.lessages of Governors on Education. Annals of Educationl'Boston, March, 1831, p. 125.

--Thomas Jeffersdh to Peter Carr on Education in Virginia, 1814. Philip S. Foner',

Basic Writings of Thomas Jefferson, 730-35.



MISCELLANEOUS

George Washington Receives the Degree of LL.D. from Harvard, 1776

Quincy, 22. Cit., II, pages 506-07.

Joshua Bennett's Pine Is Remitted, 1779
Coloaial Records of Pennsylvania (1776-1779) II, page 652.

Proposal to Move the College of Geneva to Virginia, 1790's

Jared Sparks. The Writings of George Washington, XI, pages 1-2.

Commissioners of the Federal City Memorialize Congress, December 21, 1796

American State.Pspers, Miscellaneous, 4th Congress, 2nd Session, No.

91, pp. 153-154.,
--(Subject is a national university, so misplaced here?)

De Witt Clinton and the Work of the New York Public School Society
E.A. Fitzpatrick. The Educational Views and Work of DeWitt Clinton,
Reproduced by permission of Teachers College, Columbia University

(1805-1828)

Why the District System Displaced the Township
W.A. Rawles. Centralizing Tendencies In the Administration of Indiana,

Pages 29-30. New York, 1903. (1824)

Advertisement for the Opening of Indiana State Seminary Which Developed into

Indiana University, 1824
The Indiana Republican (Madison), January 7, 1824.

'A Teacher's Contract in-Texas, 1825'

Frederick Ehy. Education in Texas: Source Materials. University of

Texas Bulletin, No. 1824. April 25, 1918. Page 94.

-Questions Addressed by the Working Men'of Philadelphia to Candidates for

the Legislature, 1829 .

:.New York Free 1=1E2E, October 7, 1829. (In A Documentary History of'
.American-Industrial Society, V,. pages 939 94.

PestaloZzian Department in a Kentucky School, 1830
'yrospectus of the Rev. Mr. Peers's School... Lexington, Icentucky,
printed hy Joseph G. Nbrwood, 1830, page'15.

EConomic Status tIn Ohio in 1830
Routledge. Adapted from:a tale of her life by his grandmother.

,Everyday Ebonomics, pages 22-23. Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, 1929.

The Origin and Early Years of the American Institute of Instruction, 1830.
-:Allart: E. Winship.,. *The:American Institateof Instr 3 Fiftieth

'Anniveramy Volume4National'EducationAssociation 185719061.. Page 457-62.
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Report of the Working-Men's Committee of Philadelphia
Workingelran's Advocate, of New York, March 6, 1830. Copied from theM.6c7.nicst Free Press of Philadelphia

The Workingmen of Philadelphia on Education at Public Expense, 1830Address of the City and County Convention to the Working Men of theState of Pennsylvania.
Mechanics/ Free Press, Philadelphia, July 101830.

Children in the Philadelphia Factories, 1830'
Communication, signed "ManyMperatives," to the Meohanics Free Press,August 21, 1830

Platform of the Boston Working Plen's party, 1830A.oston Courier. August 28, 1830

-Evidence of Interest in Manual labor Schools, 1831
Editorial, American Annals of Education, I. January, 1831.. Page 37.

:Meeting in Favor. of Sunday Schools
Annals of Education, vol. I, page 178. Bobton. April, 1831:

Wages of Teachers in Connecticut,1832
Agprican Annals of EducatiOn, II, page 202

Alow to Prevent the Evils of Whispering Among Pupils and Their Leavingliheir Seats, 1833
:

Jacob Abbott. ,,The Teacher; or'Moral Influences Employed in the Instruc-tion and Government of the Young. Boston: _Peirce and Parker, 1833.Pages 34-38..

Real Purpose of the Infant Schools:.
Report of the Boston:Infant School Society, 1833, as reported in American.Annals of Education III. Pages 296-298.

Educational Rnd Other Rights of Negroes
Joseph Gales, Whig Editor of a Raleigh Newspaper, Praises Chavis andnis School, 1830. A1eigh gister, April 22, 1830.

ucation Demands a leisure Class
-Editorial in the-Philadelohia National Gazette, JUly 10 1830.

,



See Odgers, Merle M. nEducation and the American Philosophical'Society,"
ProceedinFs of the American Philosophical Society, Vol. 87, 1944, pages
12-24; Hershey Nilliam Edward, "A Study of Plans for a Systan of
Education as Submitted to the American Philosophical Society for Promot-
ing Useful Nnowledge, 1797," MS., American Philosophical Society. Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania. (Referred to in Rudolph, .mgazg on Education in the
Early Republic, Introduction, page XV, footnote.)

(Continue with MUlhern etc.

See also, Mulhern, James. A History of Secondary Education in amalalala.
Iancaster, Pennsylvania: The Scionce Press Printing Co., 1933. Tho ex-
tonsivo bibliocraphY of primary nourcos, pageo 611-684, contaibs reforoncos
to Important documents) Cubberley, Ellwood P. Readings in tho History of
Education. New York: Boughton, Mifflin Co., 1920; and 1.1eadis in Public
Education in the United Statesv 1934; Dabney, Charles William. Universal
Education in the South: From the Beginning to 1900. Chapel Bill, North
Carolina: The University of North Carolina Press, Vol. 1$ 1936; Nnight,
Edgar W., and Ball, Clifton L. ,Readings In American Educational History.
(place?) : Appleton-Century-Grotto, Inc., 1951; Best, John H. Bonjamin
Tranl-lin On Education. Cluasics in Edtulation No. 14, Toachcrs Collogo,
Columbia University, 1962; Park, Joe. The Rise of American Education:
An Annotated 'Dian ten, Illinois: Northwestern University
Press, 1965.



--------------
The Beginning of PUblic Education in Albahy, 1796. Reproduction of an article

in the New York Sun, 1926.

The Establishment of the First American .High School. Report of the School
Committee to the Town Meeting of Boston, January, 1821.

The Schools of Providence in 1820. Report of the Committee for revising the
School Regulations, June 20, 1820; in Centennial Report School Committee,
1899-1900, pp. 42-43.

Early Constitutional Provisions relating to Education in the United States.
Selected from the.early state constitutions, as given in Poore, B.P.
Charters and Constitutions. 2 vols., Washington, 1877.

Decline of Free Schools in Massachusetts. Carter, James G. Letters to the
Hon. William Prescott, L.L.D., oh the Free Schools of New England, with
Remarks on the Principles of Instruction, 123pp., Boston, 1824.

South Carolina's First State-wide Public School Legislation, 1811. Cooper,
Statues at Larre of South Carolina, V, 639-41.

The Beginnings of Public Education in New York City. "Address" Published in
New York 'City papers of May, 1805. Reproduced in Bourne, W. O., Hiltoiz
of the Public School Societz of the City of New York, New York, 1870.

Status of Education in Pennsylvania by 1830. Memorial to the Legislature of the
Pennsylvania Society for the Promotion of Public Schools, 1830. Annals
of Education, August, 1831.

An Early Educational "Survey" by the.Facult$; of the Coilege.(Naw University) of
South Carolina, 1825. -no citation.

liotes on Education in the'United Statesin the Year 1800, by Peter Oliver.
New York: The New York niblic library, 1944.

Some Questions Proposed for Discussion at the Fifth Annual Convention of the
Americanjiyceum, 1835. American Annals of Education, V, p. 267.

:A Collete.for Wbmen in kentucky, 1835.: Republican and Journal, Springfield,
-Mass., March 14, 1835.

Incorporating Act for Hartford Grammar'School, 1798. The Connecticut Courant,
Autubt 130 1798.'

Report' on'the New York Lancastrian Schools. Report.on Monitorial Instruction
to the Boston School Committee; Boston, 1828.

A. Private Landastrian School ih North Carolina. An Advertisement in the
Western Carolinian.Centre, Iredell:Gounty, North Carolins, Nov. 8, 1822.

Spirit of the.Early:Fhiladelphia Schoold.' SixteenthAnnual Report, Board of
Contr011ers -Philadelphia' 1834

The Establishment of Primary Schools in Boston, 1818. Wightman, Jos. M.,
Annals of the Boston Primary School Committee, pp. 33-34. Boston, 1860.



The Boston School System in 1823, Selected from The System of Education
pursued, at the Free Schoola in Boston, 56pp. Boston, 1823.

The Boston Secondary School System in 1823. Srellect;dsfz;%S.ystem of Education
pursued at the Free Schools in Boston, 56

Agricultural and Manual Labor Schools are Recommended, 1787. The Columbia
Magazine, or Monthly Miscellany, April, 1787, pp. 356-59.

"Peter Parley" (Samuel G. Goodrich) Describes a Typical Rural School in New
England around 1800. Clifton Johnson, Old-Time Schools and School-books

Neu-York: The Macmillan Co., 1904,7E57116-17 and fg5757. Used by permission.

Hew the day in School in Middlesex County, Connecticut, Was Spent, 1799.
Visitoreand Overseers of Schools, Code of Regulations, May 7, 1799.
Given in American Annals of Educatiena, VII January, 1837, pp. 1720.

8ehoo1s in Wyoming Valley Before the Awakening. A Letter printed in
The Mikes-Barre (Pa.) Record, in 1893, and written by Mrs. M.L.T.
Hartman.

-41.Schosol of about 1810. As described by a telcher, in a letter tO-the
Annals of Education, October, 1831, pp. 468-72.

-.Boston School-Law of 1789. -The Massachusetts Centenial, Sept. 19, 1789.

Copyright Lew of Massachusetts, .1783. Thc Laws of thn Connonwalth of
Massachusetts, from ..t12=2122L2.2.1.1=t32.22_3(71, 1, pp. 94-95.

1,1terary Property Begins to RUCteiTO PrOtection; Copyright Laws. Connecticut-
Enacts First American Law en Cipyright, 1783. Acts and Laws of the State
of Connecticut in America. New London, Timethy=e17717814,

. First Copyright Law Enactea by Congresw; May 31, 1790. Richard Peters (Ed.)
The Public Statutes at Large of the United States of America, Boston,
c1lar7;77777071:177i7Jemes Brown, 1767-Vol. I, pp. I74-72-677

The General Assembly of Virginia Prohibits the Teaching of Slaves, Free
Negroes, or Mulattoes to Read or Write, 1831. Supplement to the
Revised Code f the Laws of Virginia, Richmond, 1833, Chapter 186.

A Mehtodist Minister of Charleston is "Pumpedn for teaching Negroes, 1823.
The Wesleyan Repository, Vol. III (1823), pp. 162-63. Given ix Addis
Grace Wardle, History of the Sunday Sehool Muvement in the Mektedist
Episcopal Church, p. 48.

Tilee Religions InStruction of Slaves in South Carolina, 1834. American
Annals of Education and Instructien, August, 18314,-pe, 386.

The General Assembly of Sauth Caroline Prohibits Slaves from Being
Taught ti Read and Write, 183h. Acts and Resolutions of the General
:AsSimbly:of Seuth Carolina Passed ik Deeember,'18314,. Chapter 5..

The Importation elf Slaves is Prehibitegi 1808. U.S. Statxtes- at:Large II

-7777

lan Chavis, Negro, Is .Engaged as Missianary"bt the General Assembly of the
Prosbytgirian Churek, 1801. no citation,.



The Catholepistemiad or University of Michigania is Established, 1817.
Laws of the Territory f Michigan pp. 105-06. Given in Records
of the Univorsity of Michilans 18i7-1837. Ann Arber, Published by the
MaTeTsity, 1935,. pp,

The Trustees of Dartmouth College v. Woodwer4, 1819. Weaton, U. S. 463ff.
See also Walter F. Dodd, Cases and Oth,or Authorities on Constitutional Law
St. Paul, Minn, West PubiTZTrig Cos-19377, pp. 1306-1677

Early American State School Legislatien. ',Digest of Legislation; complied.
frOm state histories, 1782-1820.

'

Rules and Contract for Governing a School in South Carolina, 1820. Typescript
copy furnished by Superintendent.% G. Richards, Jr., Camden City Schools
and verified by Mr. H. L. Watson, Greenwood.

Mastachusetts Establishes Complete Relieious Freedom, 1833. Constitution of
Maasachusetts. Given in The General Laws of the Commonwealth.of
Massachuoetts, 1921, 1, p. me.

Professor George Ticknor op Harvard, 1821. -Letter teeot committee) of the
Overseers of Harvard, 1821, geoted.in S.E. Mariam, Three Centuries
of Harvard, p. 230.

Committee on Education of the Legislature of Pessase-Ivania om Teachers
In the Common Schools, 1833. no citation.

The Committee On Education of the Legielature of Perteflvania Recommends
Manual Labor Schools, 1833. no citation.

The Western Academic Institute Petition, Transactions of the College:of
Teachers, 1835, p. 18.

The

-Report of the House Committee, Pennasylvania Legislature, 1835. Qaoted from
Wickersham, J.P. History. of Education in Pennsylvania, p. 330
Lancaster, 1886.

Legislature of Virginia Vests in George Wishington.Fifty Shares of Stock in the
' Potomac Company ahd One Hundred Shares of Stock in the James River Company,
Oct, 1784. Hening,.Statutes at Laree of Virginia, xr, 525-26.

First State University is=Char=i ]..78.5. Watkins A Digest of the Laws
of the State of Georvia pp..

t ofithe.Goneral Assembly of Virginia Concerning Shares of Stock Presented
' To GeorgaWashington, Oct., 1785. no citation.

Aet.Providing for the Support of the University of North Carolina, 1789,
--lialter Clark CE.I.L The State Records of North- Caroliea, XXV, pp. 24-25.

SatmoHRules lofCekebary,College, Abingdoe, Maryland,:1792. The Doctrines and
J:liseIeline :of the:Methodist'E isle° al ChUrelt: in Aweria77.Philadelptiri7
Ig.i."1.1274-0# by N-Yirfrarn771737, FID'e - r 9.-
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Creation of tho Connicut Scheel Flood. Act of the State of Connecticut
LegislatureD 179h.

The Presbytery of Loxington (Virginia) Licences John Chavis as Proacher, 1800.,Minutes, Nov. 19, 1800.

Resolution of the General Assembly of Virginia on the Steck Presented to
George Weshimgton, 1795. Journal of the House of Delegates of this
Commonwealth of Virginia, 1795, PP. 63-194, 66.

The Law of 1795 as Applied in New York City. Minutes of the CoMmon Council
of the City of New York, 1784-1831, vol. II, as transcribed by B.F. Seybolt.

The Legislature of North Carolina Reonacts the Law Providing forthe Support
of the University of that State by Escheats, 1805. Laws arNertk
Carolina, 1805, p. 2.

The Court of Quarter Sessions of Rockbridge County, Virginia, Certifies tattleFreedom of John Chavil, 1802. Order Book, Na..6, p. 10.

Connecticut Establishes the First Permanent Public School fund in the UnitedStites, 1795. Connecticut Acts and Laws, 1795, pp. 4.87-89.MI01. .[111

Establisheo a Litorary FUnd for the Encouragement of Learning,Acts of the General Assombly of Vir.jnia, 1809-1810, p. 15.

Petition for Free Schools in Rhode island. Petition of itoehacs and
Menufacturors Assediation of Providence, 1799. Ropraoiucod in
Carroll, Charles, Public Education in Rhode Island, pp. 77-780Providence, 1918.

Beard of Regents of Now York May Charter Lancasterian Schools, 1821.
Statutes at Large of the State of New York, I, p. 411.

City Schools in New Haven, 1790. no citation.

:Bill for a System of Primary Schools, Academies, Colleges ant a University forVirginia, 1817. W.A. Maddox., The Free School Idea in Virginia Before the
Civil Wer, New York: Teackers =lege. Colombia University, 1915.

Educational Provisions of the First Indiana Constitution. Constitution ofIndiana,.1816 Poore B.P. Charters and Constitutions, vol 1, pp. 508-09
Weshington, 1877.

Educational Provisions of the First Ohio Constitution. Constitution of Ohice 1803..Poore, B.P. Charters and Constitutions, vol II, pp, 1461-63, Washington, 1877.

Josiah Holbrook Proposes a Constitotion for the Lyceum; 1828. AmericanJournal of Education, III, p. 503.

North Carolina Forbids Slaves or Free-Negroes to Poomeh 1831. Laws of
.North Carolina, 1831-1832, Chapter IV.

1810.

.Stato of New'York Provides. for.Common Schools and for a Stata Soperintendentws of the State of NeW,York,,for:I812 Ohaptr
,

ennsYlivanie:Makes ProvisiOn for nThe Education of the Poor. Gratisn, 1802.
hcomplcte.:sitilt4Anto

182
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.

AA Aet to Establish Peale Schools in Virginia, 1796. Acts Passed at a
General Assembly of the Commonwealth f Vrgiaia, began Nov. 8, 1796
Chapter I.

The New York Law of 1795, for the Encouragement of Schools. New York StateLocal History Source Leaflets, 1919. Eiated by Robert Francis Seybolte.

Organizing a School Undler the New York Law of 1795. Records transcribed from aBook foe- the entzz.y of Schools in the TOwn of Westchester, Now York.
157.71Serib74-by Seatealt.

Report of a Committee of the House of Representatives of Pennsylvania OA aSchool System, 1794. Given in Wickersham, J. P. A History
of Education in rennsylvania, Lancaster, Inquirer7Publ. Co., 2886, pp. 262-63.

A Comparison of Collegiate Rules at Harvard, the Univerisity of Virginia and theUniversity of.South Carolina, 18201s. Ray J. Honeywell, The EducationalWork of Thomas Jefferson Cambridge, Harvard University PFess,71751.75p7: 279-80.

Character of the Boston Schools of 1803-07e Edward Everett, Collected. OrationsBested", 1850-59.

A New York Rate Bill of 1825. Cppied verbatim et punctuatim from a writtendocument of the period, obtained by Roisner.
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An Overview of Education In America 1776 1830

Educational Thomght

If we assign to the colonial poriod a transplanted, European, Aristocratic

sectarian, voluntary, charity, and limited educational endeavor, and to the

middle decades of the nineteenth century, from 1830 to the Civil War, the

upsurge of an indigenous American school system founded upon the principles

of secular, equal, tuition-free, compulsory, and diversified educational

enterprise, we may see in the first fifty years following the revolution

a clash between these two educational ideals, and the beginnings of a transition

from the concept of an elite education to that of education for all.

Insofar as educational thought was concerned, the sentiment vas decidedly

in favor of universal secular education. Insofar as practice was concerned,

the decades immediately followin5: the Revolution mere more or less continuations

f colonial educational practices. On the one hand the requirements of

frontier life, the impact of new social and educational ideas from Europe,

the contributions of science and the ideals of Revolutionary leaders were

challenging colonial views and practices; on the other hand, the still-aristocratic

pattern cpr society, sectarian interests, and other conservative elements made

for fear of change. Dut in the clash between the two, it seemed obvious that

colonial concepts were fighting on the whole a losing battle and that the

nineteenth century would end with a decisive though still unfinished victory

for, equality of éduca'Uonal opportunity.

Whence,came the first educational:.theories of the new republic? Some

the liberal educational and social doctrines came from Europe. John

Paritan"I had argued, eloquently in defense of freedom of

John Locke had anticipated pragmatism by 200 years

argUing4n,..hisE sgy Concerning Human Understanding that first principles

. ,



are derivatives of the "observation of the facts of experience." Also, in

his Treatise on Civil Government, he had defended the doctrine that government

should be in harmony with the natural rights of man. Hume, in his 2nquiries

Concerning the Human Understanding (1749), had advocated the principle of

self-interest as a fundamental impulse in man. Montesquieu, in his The Spirit

of the Laws (1748), had concluded the wisdom of "checks and balances in

government." Rousseau, in his Emile (1762) and The Social Contract (1762),

had argued passionately and, at points, recklessly in favor of the innate

goodness of man, on the corruptions of aristocratic societies, for the concept of

law as social contract, and for the principles of freedom in teaching and

learning. Adam Smith, in his The Wealth of Nations (1776)0 had advocated

the principles of property, security, and liberty. These European liberal

doctrines were partly responsible for the social and educational doctrines of

American Revolutionary leaders, among whom Thomas Paine, Benjamin Franklin,

and Thomas Jefferson were outstanding.

Benjamin Franklin belonged to the prerevolutionary period. He was a

utilitarian thinker and inventor. His democratic ideais were already taking

shape in him at the age of twenty-one when, in 1728, he organized le Junto

Club to which qualifications for membership included respect for all men,

love of man - irrespective of profession or religion - freedom of thought:

love of truth for its own sake, and the willingnese to receive it impartially.
1

and communicate it freely to others. As the organizer of the American

Philosophical Society, in Philadelphia in 1769, he further advanced liberal

thought. The Society encouraged educational thought in particular by offering

prizes for the best essays on the subject. Some of the doctrines defended in

these essays included the ideal of equal educational opportunities, the

utilitarian aims of education, the concept of tax-supported and tuition-free

elementary schooling, a selective program of secondary and college education
1 William E. Drake, The American School in Transition, Englewood Cliffs: Prentica-Hall

1955.



at public cost, and adaptation of education to individual needs.

The social and educational views of Thomas Jefferson were atated in his

A Summary View of the Rights of British America (1774)1 the Declaration of.

Independence, and A Bill for the More General Diffusion of Knowledge, in which

as governor 6f Virginia, he asked its Legislature in 1779 to approve his plan for

a state-controlled and supported system of education. This bill, which was

rejected by the conservative Virginia Legislature, provided for tax-supported

elementary instruction in the three R's for boys and girls for three years;

for twenty state secondary schools for white males on a tuition-free, competitive,

selective basis for a period of up to six years; rInd the selection'of ten

qualified students from the secondary program to :sontinue on scholarship grants

in the College of William and Mary. No similar provisions were made for

Negro 7'hildren or for girls of either, race, and no mention was made of

compulsory attendance. Unlike the utilitarian Franklin, he insisted on a

Hhighly classical secondary education consisting of such studies as Latin and.

:Greek, English grammar, mathematics, and geography.

:Although Thomas Paine was not an educator, his brilliant writings

'have reteived both abuse and admiration in American society since the Revolution.

They include Common Sense, written in 1776; Crisis, 1776-1782, consisting

f a series of pamphlets; Rights of Mans a treatment of Paine's democratic

social doctrines; and The Age of Reason, a defense of deism as "a religion

based upon nature and consistent with the truths of science." Paine was

opposed to slavery, defended equal rights for nen and women, "upheld the right

of individuality, sanctioned revolution, advocated equal educational opportunity
2

for all men and opposed tyranny."

The views of Thomas Paine were shared by many other Revolutionary leaders

and were influentia). in making the Revolutionary ideals articulate. But the

new nation was still not prepared to translate these ideals of respect for human



personality and rights, and its educational equivalent in a free and universal

education, into practice until the middle decades of the nineteenth century.

Indeed, the newly born republic and its newly won liberty set the stage

for heated debates on the best concept of democarcy, its basic ideals, and

the best means of achieving them. Two tendencies, the conservative and the

liberal, andCbut of them the beginnings of two parties, began-to emerge. The

conservatives, known as the Federalists and later as the Mhigs, defended in

a large measure the status quo, feared mass judgement, advocated limited

taxation, and stood for a government of the able and the rich. These conservative

doctrines guided the Constitutional Convention ancl the framing of the

Constitution under the leadership of Alexander Hamilton. In facto the

conservative property owners controlled the republic and checked liberal tendencies

during the formative years of the new nation. The liberals led by Thomas

Jefferson, on the other hand advocated rugged individualism, equality of

rights and privileges vested in natural rights rather than the property

rights of men, and %thus constituted the leaders of the new social frontier.

Though both groups advocated public education, the cons.ervatives who controlled

public affairs retarded the effective establishment of public schools, since

it meant., among other things, more costs and increased Laxes. It took almost

half a century before a democratic school system was effectively established in

America. The fundamental principles that finally won this free universal

edacation were that nature's gifts of heredity (ability) are distributed among

all classes of society, that each individual should be free to develop these

gifts to the fullest, that the state should guarantee the means and provide for

the general diffusion of knowledge to ensure equality of opportunity for all,

and that the state 1,s obligated to give education to each i4dividua1 to the

extent necessary for him to exercise properly the rights and obligations of



The various plans for union of the colonies, which had settled under

.separate royal charters, made no mention of government provisione for education.

The colonists were dubious about a union with a central government. "They

required not an organic regulatory state, but one invested with mere police

powers. An environment allowing for personal freedom, so\necessary to commerce.-

'and trade, came to be regarded as the natural environment, the one in accord
3

with the great harmonious mathematical laws of the universe itself."

.This passion for human rights and rights of colonies guaranteed in royal charters

led to the concept of a United States in which each state was to be represented

on equal terms, rather than a United America governed by a central federal

power. The same regionalism prevailed in education. Each religious group

demanded freedom to instruct children in its own doctrines. This came to mean

religious freedom for a given group that was unwilling t.; extend this freedom

to other religious groups that it considered dissenters. As people moved away

from older settlements into vast open areas during the early eighteenth

century, they gradually broke away from religious intolerance and influenced

by the spirit of eniighenment, developed religious rationalism and skepticism.

AS these liberal religious concepta developed, orthodox faith doubled its

efforts toward sectarianiam and intolerance of secularism. The eighteenth

century was thus.dominated by two apparently conflicting concepts of liberty,

Secular and sectarian, with the latter dominating the scene. After the successful

War of Independence, it became the Primary concern of the writers of the Constitution

to Tesolve this conceptual conflict in favor of a secular s'tate that did not

impose a given religion-but guaranteed the practice of religious liberty, to

all states as was fermulated in the:first clause of the First Amendment in

1779t1781 a guaranty'extended tO all states by virtue of the Fotrteenth,

AnItendmen in



Educational Davelopments

Except for New England, where a partial change from church to utate.

-education was under-way.,--education. continued the colonial pattern in the early

decades of the republic. By 1830 a tYpically American system:of education was

emerging in all northern states, conststing of state-controlled, tax-supported

patterns of elementary education open tuition-free to-all. Seven states had

made constitutional provisions for schools before 1800. These were

Pennsylvania, in 1776 and again in 1790; North Caroline, 1776; Georgie, 1777

and 1789; Vermont, 1777 and 1787; Massachusetts 1780; New Hampshire 1784;

and Delaware, 1792.
,

In Massachusetts, district schools supported by general property tax

were legalized in 1789. Originally these were town schools legalized betveen

1642 and 1647, but, as farmlands spread and distances between communities became

prohibitive, outlying communities took their portion of property tax and established

district schools. The lava of 1789 and 1801, which legalized these district

schools, also ended the old town system of adminsitration, made elementary schools

mandatory in less populous comnunities, and made secondary schools mandatory

in more populous ones. These district schools were vested in local communities

which had the right to choose t(mchers, raise taxes, determine teacher qualifications,

and set up the details of instYafrbion and supervision. In the earlt decades of

the republic, these local communities were, as a rile, poor
S

and ill educated,

which resulted in poorly maimed alld run-down district schools. Often, families

wlth means sent their children to private academies.

Other Neu England states .11.iowed the lead of Massachusetts, With similar

educational results - widespread but poor elementary schools. In New York, aboutI1, 350 schools, with an enrolment of approximately 60 000 pupils were established

Legislature. of 1795 which granted $100,000 from the state tresury for

-/.
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their supnort. t the system broke down Ind was discontinued in 18n0, to be

replaced with district p..lystems by the law of 1812. In Pennsylvania no

appreciable changes took place until 1834. The Quakers, Mennonites, and

Lutherans maintained schools for their own denominations; the law of 1809

authorized payment of tuition; and the law of 1818 opened free "pauper" schools

,tor the poor. In New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland, the situation was

similar to that in Pennsylvania. The responsibility for education fell upon

church and family, with the state assuming responsibility only in cases of

poverty. Jefferson, in Virginia, proposed public education in 1779 and again

in 1797. But colonial conditions continued through the earlt decades of the

nineteenth century, and rich planters continued to send their children to

private schools. Conditions were similar in North and South Carolina. In the

'latter state, Archibald'MUrphy made proposale for public education similar

to those made by Jefferson in Virginia, but with no more success.

Other developments and tendencies during these formative decades included

the following: The private tuition-paid academies that had their origin

in eighteenth-century colonial America spread in the Atlantic, the northwestern,

and the south-central states - in Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Maryland, and

pennsylvania, up to the Civil War, when they began to decline. The

academies were private and seml-private schools that met the secondary school

needs of America during the formative decades of public education. They

usually adapted themselves to community needs,.varying in content, methods, and

supervision from place to place. The Lancasterian monitorial method trained

students in upper grades to teach lower grades, thus enabling more students

to attend schools at less cost. Though it stimulated attendance, the riethod

sacrificied quality in education. There was general aversion during these

decades to a property tax for school support, and as a result taxes were levied

Pn liquor, billiard halls marriage licenses and lotteries.



School societies as was already noted, were quite active in elementary

sectarian instruction during this period. Sunday schools were also in vogue

in Virginia North Carolina, and the neighboring states for instruction

catechism.

As Americans moved west for free land, new capital was invested in

frontier territories, and new cities such as Pittsburgh, Frankfort, Cincinnati,

and Nashville developed. People from Virginia and North Carolina moved to

Kentucky and Tennessee; from South Carolina and Georgia, to Mississippi and

Alabama; in the Northwest, settlers from New England, the middle'atates, and

the South merged. With new settlements came ner:r modes Of life; varieties of sectarian

practices/ social institutions/ and concepts of education including the district

school idea; and a lofty faith in education. But the austonary reluctance to

levy taxes for scnool support continued (as it does today). Nonetheless,

faith in democracy and the need for a public educational system to sustain

and protect it succeeded in spreading literacy and relative enlightenment

in.the new sgttlements. In these educational.efforts the private Schools,

as a rule, preceded public schools, and the academies led the private schools.

The sixteenth section of every township in many states was authorized during

this period by the federal government as land grants for schools. Such were

the Ohio'Grant of 1787, the Mississippi Grant in 1817, and the Tennessee Grant

in 1806. Also during this period, significant efforts were made in the

Southwest toJard developing secondary schools and colleges. Mississippi chartered

JePferson College while still a territory; thirty elementary and secondary

schools were established in Kentucky by 1800; new academies were chartered in

in

,Tennessee; New Orleans Opened a city-College and the Nniversity of the Territory.



llehtods of Instruction

In general, colonial methods of instruction by discipline, drill,

memorization and recitation continued. The New England Primer, an eighty-page

book of alphabet, short -words, and illustrated alphabetical religious rhymes,

written toward the end of the seventeenth century and printed later, was in vogue

throughout the rest of the eighteenth century. Another book that exemplified

colonial method was The Horn Book, which was described in an earlier chapter.

Still another work was John Cotton's Spiritual Milk for American Babies., Drawn

Out of the Breasts of Both Testaments for Their Soul's Nourishment. The

seventeenth century colonial plementary curriculumwas so limited in content

that the entire material could be written in one small book mastered by a bright

pupil in one or two years. After the Revolution Webster's spelling book

gradually replaced the old primers. The book emphasized spelling rather than

religion and was influential in'making spelling a new academic fad. Noah

Webster's History of the United States appeared in 3_78{3; Pike's Elementary

Arithmetic and Morsels Geography, in 17931 Colburn's Arithmetic, emnloying

some Pestalozzian methods, in 1821.
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CHAPTER I.

1. Section 1. Mankind, in every age and
justly attached an high degree of importance to education.
In the United States a number of considerations conspire to
render it peculiarly so.

2. The form of government; the high degree of liberty
enjoyed; the rapid progress of population, both from natural
increase and emigration, owing to the facility of living;
the extent of territory, are considerations calculated to
inspire the mind with a deep sense of the importance of ed-
ucation in this country.

1. Section 2. The word education is probably under-
stood by most people to signify some kind of instruction.
But it is evident, judging from the practice of many, that
the sense, in which it is often received, falls far short
of the extent of its meaning, or import. It is requisite
to show, distinctly, the meaning of the word education;
and particularly and generally what the business of edu-
cation embraces.

2. By some writers education has, with propriety,
been divided into physical, intellec-
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tual and moral. Physical education relates to the comfort,
health and strength of the body, and consists in attention
to diet, apparel, exercise and rest. Intellectual education
consists in enlightening the understanding into the knowledge
of truth, and in bringing into exercise the rational faculties.
Moral education consists in exalting and refining the moral
sentiment.

3. But a little reflection will show that these several
branches may require attention in one day or one hour. A
division, into general and particular education, is here
adopted, in the belief that this will be sufficient for the
purpose of being properly understood.

4. The word education is derived from the Latin; and
its proper and full meaning is to raise up, to lead forth,
to guide, to teach, to instruct.

5. From this definition of the word, we learn that the
educatiop of a child begins at a much earlier period, than
what is generally supposed.

it begins as soon as the child begins to receive ideas
of things, of actions and words.

6. And as soon as the child is capable of receiving
or entertaining any notions of right
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and wrong, its moral habits and sentiments be7in to be formed,
so far as they depend on the influence of edution.

7. At this early period, the habits of acting, of speaking,
of thinking, and the moral sentiments of the child, begin to
be fashioned and shaped. And its future character, and useful-
ness depend cn the examples and lessons which it receives at
this time.

8. IPThe early attention, then, to the moral sentiments
and habits, is highly important; and demands the particular
attention of parents in the business of education, and which
should be continued with unremitting diligence during the
minority of the child.

9. This, together with the subsequent attention to lit-
erary acquirements, wirin the ch'ld is more advanced in life;
ought to constitute what is particularly embraced in the business
of education.

10. 1RBut the regimen, the diet, the clothing of the child;
the company, the examples, the conversation, the diversions and
employment, with which the child is conversant, are all generally
embraced in the business of education; and have their influence
in forming and establishing the moral sentiments and habits
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of children, accordingly as parents make use of the several
incidents and occurrences of life, by their salutary instruc-
tion, admonition and correction, in order to guide them, and
establish the mind, in the sentiments of moral virtue and
useful habits.

11. The truth of these remarks is conspicuously ex-
emplified in the life of Dr. Benjamin Franklin. He drew sal-
utary instruction and useful lessons from the diversified
occurrences of life; the trifling incidents of childhood;
the circumstances during the period of his youth.

12. In fine the occurrences of his whole life were used
to correct his faults, to perfect his virtues, to increase
his own happiness, and the happiness of mankind.

This was the method by which he turned every thing into
gold: by which folly itself and adverse circumstances were
turned to some good account.

1. Section 3. The importance of education, particularly
in its earliest stages, will be presented in a strong light,
by advancing some plain and familiar remarks on the human
soul, adapted to the subject.

2. Speculations on the subject of the human
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soul have been various and laborious. Diverse opinions have
been advanced relative to the commencement of the existence,
the origin, and nature of the soul.

3. Some have expressed the opinion, that the soul of man
is co-existent with and inseparable from the principle of
animal life in human nature,

4. Others have contended that the soul being altogether
distinct from the human body, as a creature of God, being purely
spiritual, is infused by him into, and incorporated with, the
material anc: animal part of human nature.

5. To enlarge, here, in speculations on this subject
would be foreign to the present object.

Sliffice it to say, and this can be said with certainty,
"There is a spirit in man, and the inspiration of the Almighty
hath given him unLierstanding."

6. By this we understand the human soul, which came pure
from the hand of its Creator.

7. But the knowledge of a melancholy fact, corroborated
by the history of man in all ages and nations, is evident, viz.
that this soul is debased since the disobed:ence of the first
parents of mankind through a derilic.ion of mcwal rectitude.
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8. In regard to this we shall only observe, that "God
made man upright: But they have sought out many inventions."

9. The soul of a human being, then, is a spiritual,
moral, rational, immortal principle, which, as it progresses
in existence, manifests its powers and general moral complexion
or character, as the vegetable principles, or qualities, pe-
culiar to a grain of wheat appear as it vegetates, sends forth
a blade and progresses toward maturity.

10. Now according to the most approved opinions on the
subject, this principle, the human soul, in its first existence
is void of ideas. What ideas exist in the soul of a newborn
infant?

11. What idea has the soul at this time of sorrow or
joy, of good or evil, of hope or feav, of virtue or vice, of
love or hatred, of cause oe effect, of beauty and deformity;
of colours, figure, distance, hdight, magnitude, action, rest,
&c.?

Wh none.
12. The first ideas existing in the soul are probably

excited by pain, or hunger, and thirst.
And as the human being advances in life the powers of

this principle, the soul, increase and
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its capacities expand; and its various qualities or properties,
such as the understanding, the will, and the affections manifest
themselves, and increase in strength. And the ideas existing
in or passing through the mind become more numerous as the
child becomes more capable of reflection, and of exercising
its several senses.

13. For it is through=the medium of the senses, such
as hearing, seeing, tasting, smelling, &c. chiefly, that the
soul acquires ideas. -

14. It is by the medium of sight that the mind obtains
the idea of colours; of bearing that the mind acquires the
idea of sound; and by taste it obtains the idea of bitter and
sweet, &c. &c.

15. Thus it is evident, that previrJus to the exercise of
the senses the mind or soul has no idea,: of these things.

It is evident, then, this 2rincipie, the soul, in its
first existence, is void of ideas.

16. iAgain; the mind of an infant, like the t,ody, is
extremely tender, and easily yields to the impressions made
upon it.

Like soft wax, which reacIlY yields to the impression of
the se,'.

FruJI the above remarks the importance of
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education, particularly, in its early stages, is easily inferred.

17. For, as a full grown tree retains with resistless

firmness its straightness or crookedness; its perpendicular or
inclined position, according to the dirction it receives when

young and tender; so does the temper and sentiments of the mind
and habits of the body, and, consequently, the character of

the person of full age depend much on the impressions and usages,
to which the person was subjected in infancy and childhood.

18. And as a garden depends for its beauty and usefulness

on the early care of the gardener, in eradicating from the soil
the hurtful weeds, which are so apt to shoot forth; and in cul-

tivating with diligent care the ornamental flowers; the nour-
ishing and useful roots and plants--so does the future happiness,
respectability and usefulness of man depend much on the care
of parents, in guarding the child against the influence of im-

moral, and vicious principles and [lab:As.
1. Section 4. From these plain simelies, several remarks,

relative to early education, are suggested.
It is a very important and pleasing task to
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rear the tender thought; to mould the temper; to eradicate the
vicious principle; to cherish, encourage, and establish the
mind in the sentiments of virtue; to shape the character by

guarding against every vicious tiabiVahd promoting every good
one, in the infancy of life.

2. To perform these important duties, requires a well
inormed judgment, great prudence, a high degree of patience,
ar the most accurate discernment, lest while nursing the child,

the corrupi, principles of the heart be nursed also; Test, while
nourishing and cherishing the animal spirit and nature of the

child, the seeds of vice be nourished and cherished likewise;
lest, while cultivating the plants of virtue the weeds of vice

be cultivated also.
3. And, lest, while eradicating the vicious weed, through

a rash and injudicious severity the germ of virtue be suppressed.

4. gilAn appeal td reason tends to draw that noble faculty

of the soul into exercise; while a rash severity seems to harden

in obstinacy. Children must be made to obey: but they are not

always to be drawn: they are often led to better advantage.
5. When all reasonable endeavours to lead to obedience

fail, all reasonable endeavours
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must be adopted to force to obedie;Ice, with a due regard to
the future character, respectability, usefulness and highest
interest of t:ie child.

6. TExample is a consideration of the highest importance
in the business of education at this early period. However
salutary and pure the counsel and admomtion given to children,
by parents, may be, they will be ineffectual unless accompanied
by a corresponding example.

7. To indulge in vicious habits, such as lfanity, in-
temperance, falsehodd and detraction before children, is sure
to harden their hearts to the practice of vice, and to corrupt
the moral sentiments, however salutary oe pure the admonition
may be. It is adding to the natural propensity to evil, the
force c example. By this means the seeds of iniquity are
sown in the infant mind; and although the timidity of childhood
may prevent it from breaking forth for a time, yet, as the
mind becomes strong and vigourous, in its advances toward
maturity, these germs of iniquity generally show, by their
luxuriant growth, I-, a daeply they have taken root.

8. Finally, to pursue such a course in early
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education as to suppress vicious principles and habits and not
stupify and break the spirits, requires a judicious management
and embraces those important duties in parents and guardians
to which no precise rules, applicable to the infinite vaYlety
of circumstances in which mankind are placed in society, can
be given, but which the highest interest of the child im-
periously demand of the parent, guardian and teacher.

A due regard to the highest interest of children, under
the influence of pure moral principles will be more effectual
in leading parents and guardians of children to the faithful
discharge of their duty, than a volume of rules.

1. Section 5. .From the above remarks it appears, that
educatton is much more extensive, and of far greater importance,
than many suppose; judging from th64r practice.

2. A very important part of education begins at a much
earlier.period, than is supposed by those, who suppose it
begins and ends when a child begins and ends his schooling for
the purpose, chiefly, of literary acquirements.

3. Through the influence of this opinion a very interesting
period, proper for the business of education, passes unimproved,
and all these
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corrupt principles, to which human beings are so strangely
prone, gain a predominant influence over the mind of the
child, owing, in a great measure, to the neglect of the
parents.

4. 1The business of education may be fitly compared to
that of the husbandman.

He cannot choose his own time: thc seed must be cast
in the proper season, in order for a crop. If he neglect
to do this, his ground will be overrun with noxious plants
and herbs.

5. So if the education of the child be neglected in
its season, the seeds of vice will spring up, pervade the
mind, and become strong, and perhaps predominate through
life.

1. Section 6. It follows that an important part of
education necessarily devolves on the parents, especially
the mother.

R. .The law o.c' nature and the law of social life v.?

assigned to mothers the highly important task of educa 1,

in its earliest sta,;es. The connexion between the mother
and the child embraces those warm affections, that depen-
dence and entire confidence on the part of the child toward
the mother, oV which the highest interest of the child and
her own happiness imperiously demand of her, that she avail
herself, to improve them in order to in-
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spire the tender mind of the child with those moral and re-
ligious principles, which are at once the duty and ornament
of man.

3. WhAle an important duty lies on the father to co-
operate with the partner of his joyt; and sorrows, by his
example, by his prudent and judicious instruction and gov-
ernment, in this early and interesting stage of education.

1. Section 7, The education of females, then, is of
incalculable importance,

2. That they have a cordial and most powerful affection,
which, one would suppose would lead them to seek the best
interest of their offspring, is readi7y granted.

3. But in order that these aff2ctions be judiciously
and rightly directed the mind must be enlightened by education,
must be under the influence of correct sentiments of morality
and religion, otherwise these affections may be directed to
bad purposes.

4. Unless the fond and affectionate mother for instance,
is conscious of the vP,t importance of a sacred regard to
truth, to justice, to honesty, humnity and benevolence, to
Frugality and industry, not in pretence, but in sincerity,
ahd is also enlightened into a kncw-
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ledge of the nature and extent of these principles, and into
a knowledge of the numerous practical virtues consequent on
the possession of these, viz, the various moral obliaations
connected with the several relations in life; being conscious
of their importance as it regards the future happiness and
respectability of her children, her strong affections will
not be manifested by a tender concern that these all important
principles Le impressed on the mind of the child as soon as
it is capable of receiving them.

1. Section 8. But they will show themselves, and be
as it were exhausted, by an attont'on to objects of compari-
tively little importance, and perhaps to objects worse than
useless.

They will be directel to the pampering of the appetite,
to the gratification of her own pride and that of the child
in its apparel; and tnus raise it up to foolish extravigance.

2. Indeed the toolish fondness of parents is too often
manifested by indulging children in impudence and insolence
toward those around them unless restrained by slavish fear;
in abusing their playmates and thus they are raised up in a
total want of a spirit of subordination, of a becoming decorum
and decency in their
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conduct; in want of a proper respect for superiors, of friendly
sentiments toward equals, and of a spirit of justice (let alone
compassion) towards inferiors.

3. By conniving at, and even teaching foolish tricks of
roguery and in pleasing themselves with the evasive, false
wit, which is so apt to show itself in children.

4. Such indeed is the astonishing pervecsion of taste,
such the depravity of sentiment, and such the astonishing
blindness of some parents to the true interest, to the most
important interest of their children, that they even divert
themselves with the profane language of their children; and
set them the example.

5. Such parents not only neglect the important work of
early impressing the young mind with correct moral sentiments;
but they teach their children dishonesty, falsehood, profanity
and buff000ery.

G. Do not such parents trifle with a most important
trust committed to them? Are they not chargeable wit:1 extreme
cruelty toward their chiidren?

Yea; they, as it were, murder their future happiness,
usefealness, and respectability in their infancy, when they
are incapable of resistir3.
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7. When the child opens its mouth, as it were, for
useful instruction, they instill into its mind poison,
vicious principles, which may predominate through the whole
course of its life. While the child looks to the parents
to lead and guide it in the path of virtue and happiness,
they treacherously lead it in the way to vice and misery.
While they should be most carefully and industriously
sowing the seeds of the child's future respectability and
usefulness, they are sowing the seeds of its future shame.

8. While they should be training it up to be a com-
fort and honour to its parents, to be a respectable and
useful member of society, they prepare it to become a
future source of their own sorrow and reproach and that
of their friends, and to become, comparatively, a useless
member of the community if not a nuisance to society.

9. While the tender and near rslations of the child
to the parent, the helpless, dependent condition of the
child imperiously call for the wholesome bread of moral
instruction, the unnatural parent gives it a stone, suf-
fering it to grow up and become hardened in vicious
principles and wicked habits.
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10. When it asks a fish it receives into its bosom,
as it were, a serpent, which, ere long will prey on its
own reputation and happiness and the comfort and happiness
of its parents and friends.

1-1. Thus the strong affections of parents are often
criminally perverted, through the want of a prudent, wise
ard judicious authority; thruugh weak and foolish indulgences;
by leaving the child to cherish and foster the corrupt prin-
ciples inherent in its nature, strengthened by bad examples
around him, and the example of parents themselves.

12 And thus they treacherously betray a most important
trust committed to them in their tender offspring; for the
fulfillment of which, they are under the highest obligation
to the author of Alitheir blessings, to themselves, to
their children and to their country.

13. gAllo doubt to this criminal neglect of early moral
instruction, many a broken hearlad, disconsolate mothr,
and many a father bowed down in sorrow and reproach, owe
their wretchedness, through the shameful conduct of a fallen
da.Ighter, and the debauchery, intemperance and prodigality
of a ruined son, who otherwise might have been the staff and
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comfort of their aged parents, an honour to their friends,
and respectable and useful citizens.

14. The cause of the criminal course of life, which
ends in exemplary punishment, pursued by too many men of
excellent natural abilities, to which may be added a good
literary education, is probably a neglect, on the part of
the parents, or early moral instruction.

15. dro repeat the assertion, this injudicious and
unwise management of children does not generally originate
in want of parental affection.

These affections are generally manifested in feeding,
clothing, and resenting injuries offered to children: but
in these things parents rise little, if any, above the animal
world in general.

16. With a few exceptions, the beasts of the field,
the fowls of the air, manifest the greatest care of their
young, by faithfully feeding, nourishing and defending them.

17. With what unwearied diligence do the birds of the
forest, provide for their offspring? With what fearless
courage doz: the common hen defend her young?

True, tnis care for children, commpn to the
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animal world, is right and proper; is an important duty,
being directed by wisdom and prudence.

1. Section 9. But a wise man will treat the objects
of his charge according to their respective natures. A
wise and faithful parent will reflect, that man it. a com-
pound being, having three distinct parts or natures, viz.
animal, spiritual and moral.

2. And in the education of his children, he will have
a regard to these three natures or parts, according to their
relative importance.

When due regard is had to these, parental affection is
properly directed.

3. Great care will, seasonably, be taken to inspire
the minds of children with a regard to the several moral
virtues, with a sacred regard to truth; to the great prin-
ciple of justice as the foundation of every moral virtue;
to honesty and sincerity; to the ennobling principle of
benevolence; to a pity, which will lead them to reflect that
a'Jler beings have feelings as well as themselves, brutes as
well as men.

4. The celebrated Judge Hale, of England, said it was
not right to take the life of, or even do violence to the
feelinos of any living creature, not excepting insects and
reptiles, Wantonly or without good reason for so doing.
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5. To inspire the mind with the love of pure moral
sentiments, the various occurrences and incidents of child-
hood will be improved; and also to exhibit vice and every
vicious habit and practice as hateful and inseparably con-
nected with disgrace and wretchedness.

This care will be diligently persevered in, during the
mrity of children.

Whe:i the child arrives at a proper age the same care
Will -se e;:erted to enlarge, enlighten and expand the mind,
with codipetent share of literary acquirements.

Section 10. This care, manifested by salutary
instrucleion, tes counsel and admonition, will be accompanied
with a :rm, unifc-,m, wise, judicious authority, not manifested
by blind and hae4e' passion, but directed by a tender regard
for the welfare of the child.

2. The best co.'osel without government will be lost;
and a blind passionate government tending only to excite
fear and terror will have no saletary effect on children.

GoJernment must be firm and steady; but a calm dis-
passionate appeal to the reason of the child, connected with
wise counsel; and it will seldom fail to produce obedience
and filial affection.
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3. By thus preserving obedience through the influence
of filial affection, the mind of a child will easily be led
into a cordial acquiescence of the several moral virtues in-
dispensably necessary to its future happiness. And a com-
petent share of literary acquirements at a more advanced
period will bring these virtues into action; and the child
being guarded against the influence of vicious examples as
it advances in life, while it increases in literary acquire-
ments, its moral virtues will gain strength; and thus the
child will be raised above the low, vicious, sensual grati-
fications of mere animal life; and prepared for the higher
and more noble enjoyments suited to the moral and spiritual
powers of man.

4. In regard to counsel and instruction, the most
favourable time to give them is when the best understanding
exists between the parent and child.

When correction becomes necessary a momentary variance
takes place; but still correction should be attended with
salutary admonition.

5. Among the capital faults of parental governmeht,
one is to lay unreasonable commands upon children without
due regard to their ability



to perform. "Parents provoke not your children to wrath."
6. Another is to give positive commands, and let them

be broken or disregarded with impunity.
"Children obey your parents."
7. And a third is not to command them at all. "A child

left to himself bringeth his parents to,shame."
8. dUThe mind of a child raised up and established in the

love of virtue and religion, is a treasure to the parents far
more precious than gold; richer than the mines of Potosi; the
ornament and support of their lives, the staff of age, a rich
reward of all their arduous labourS!

9. To the child itself, a never failing source of hap-
piness; a sure guarantee of honour, confidence and usefulness.

1. Section 11. History presents conspicuous examples
showing the force of education in regard to moral instruction.

Socrates, so highly celebrated for his prudence, wisdom,
moderation and humility, is said to have been naturally of a
turbulent spirit, an obstinate temper, and violent passion.
These contrary virtues, therefore, he owed to his education,
for which his name stands among the first of mankind.
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2. One of the princes of France, prince of Burgundy,
destined to the throne by hereditary succession, was put under
the tutelar care of Fenelon, archbishop of Cambry, a man
highly celebrated for his piety and learning.

3. Fenelon perceived the young prince to be naturally
subject to a sanguine disposition, a ferocious temper, and a
proud and overbearing spirit.

4. Feeling the importance of his charge, as it related
to his country, he faithfully performed his duty. And from
this forbidding appearance was the means of producing a man,
distinguished for the amiableness of his temper, his docility,
mildness, benevolence, and all those exalted virtues so de-
sirable in a man of so high a destiny. Virtue which inspired
the most flattering hopes in his countrymen.

But they were blasted by his early death.
5. Nothing can be more beautiful than the following

passage, in the writings of Solomon, relating to the moral
instruction of children resulting from parental affections,
when these affections are properly directed.

6. "Hear, ye children, the instructions of a father,
and attend, to know understanding. For I give you good
doctrine, forsake ye not my law.
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7. For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved
in the sight of my mother.

He taught me also, and said to me--Let thine heart retain
my words: keep my commandments and live.

8. Get wisdom, get understanding; forget it not: neither
decline from the words of my mouth.

Forsake her not and she shall preserve thee, love her
and she shall keep thee.

Wisdom is the principal thing, therefore get wisdom, and
with all thy getting, get understanding.

9. Exalt her and she shall promote thee, she shall bring
thee to honour when thou dost embrace her.

She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace; a
crown of glory shall she deliver to thee.

10. Hear, oh my son, and receive my sayings, and the
years of thy life shall be many.

I have taught thee in the way of wisdom: I have led thee
in right paths.

11. When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straightened;
and when thou runnest thou shalt not stumble.

12. Take fast hold in instruction; let her not go; keep
her; for she is thy life."
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13. These are the sentiments inspired by parental af-
fection when directed to the most important interest of children.

Their great concern will be that their children be raised
up in a regard to, and the love and practice of moral virtue
and religion, in connection with a competent share of literary
acquirements; knowing these to be inseparably connected with
the highest interest of men. So necessary that without them
it is impossible to enjoy the possession of wealth, honour,
or friendship.

14. For, although honour and friendship may be possessed,
in some sort, without these qualifications, through a hypo-
critical pretension to them, yet the friendship of the wicked
never lasts long, and honour, obtained thus, is like counter-
feit coin, always making its owner unhappy for fear of being
detected.

1. Settion 12. These remarks show the great folly of
laying up wealth for children and neglecting their education.

2. The almost ?.xclusive care and labour of many parents
are directed to the heaping up of wealth to be divided among
their children; entertaintng, with a kind of horrour, the
idea of leaving their children destitute of wealth; and
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at the same time manifesting little or no concern in regard
to their education; supposing that a trifling knowledge of
reading, and an acquaintance with writing sufficient to write
their own names and read a receipt or note; and a very
smattering knowledge of the first rules of arithmetic to be
quite sufficient.

3. Such persons are of op'lion that any thing beyond
the above attainments would be useless and a waste of time
and money. As for moral instruction it is altogether ne-
glected; and their children are left to pick up their moral
sentiments and habits in the wide world, accordingly, as
chance brings them in the way of company, example and temp-
tation.

4. Nay more, at this day there are many instances of
persons imcapable of writing their names; unable to read
with any intelligence; unacquainted with figures altogether,
and yet were left with a clear patrimony of a number of
thousands of dollars.

5. It is not intended wantonly to reproach or hurt the
feelings of any one: but surely this is a most unwise,
injudicious, and injurious perversion of parental affection;
an entire regard to the most inferior part of human nature
and an utter neglect of the moral and spiritual powers of
man.
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6. Laying up welth for children, without furnishing
them with an education which will enable them either to keep
and husband it; to be respectable in the possession of it; or
capable of enjoying it; having minds entire strangers to the
ennobling effects of virtuous sentiments, and destitute of
the enlightening influence of literary acquirements, is to
leave them slaves to the low, unworthy, sordid pursuits of
sensual gratification.

7. Hence it is that we see so many young persons, left
with a handsome patrimony, pursuing a course Of intemperance,
debauchery, and the general round of dissapation; running
into blind and foolish speculations; and thus, in a few years,
squander away their wealth. And thus vanishes, like smoke,
the monument of the labour and folly of their parents!

8. And they, destitute of every good habit, and a prey
to every bad one, are truly the victims of wretchedness and
misery!

9. It is not intended to speak against laying up wealth
for children, acquired by honest pursutts: but the criminal
neglect of that, which is more important, moral and literary
instruction, which wealth cannot give, nor poverty take away.
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10. 1104 heart ennobled and refined by sentiments of
piety and virtue; a _head enlightened by a well directed
education, together with habits of industry and economy,
are not to be bartered for gold: a mint of gold cannot
purchase them.

1. Section 13. Again, the great importance attached
to the fine arts and polite accomplishments, while moral
instruction and the important branches of literary education,
are comparatively neglected, is a gross perversion cf parental
affection.

2. The knowledge of many of the fine arts and an acquain-
tance with polite accomplishments are ornamental, laudable and
favourable to virtuous sentiments. They tend to promote a
cheerful temper, which is itself a virtue, highly favorable
to health, and every moral virtue.

3. Parents, whose circumstances will allow, are justi-
fiable in giving their children an opportunity of attending
to these, taking care to exclude every thing which is vicious,
or has a vicious tendency.

4. But in all cases it is highly injurious and extremely
unwise to prefer any of the fine arts or polite accomplishments,
to moral instruction and the important branches of literature.
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5. Not to enlarge here, it may with propriety be asked,
what an uncouth composition of characl.er is exhibited in a
young man, making his graceful bows, &c. and discovering, by
his general conversation, a mind enslaved to vice and to in-
dulgences in practice, which disgrace human nature?

6. How awkwardly does a person appear playing elegantly
on a flute, who, when requested to read an advertisement in
a newspaper, is hardly able to do it?

Who, though he can make a grace' 'I bow, can scarcely write
his own name?

7. Who can make a fine figure company, but knows very
little, if any thing about figures arithmetic.

B. And how utterly unqualifieo ,or the important pur-
suits of domestic life; to manage th concerns of a family;
to guide children in the path of vir je; to teach them industry
and economy by precept and her own Example; I say, how utterly
unqualified for these importantAuties is that lady whose
attention has been almost exclusively devoted to the forte
piano, to the reading of novels, to visiting in fashionable
circles, tending to viciate the taste and unfit her for a
sober, rational, virtuous, cheerful life?
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9. While I would not have children raised up as Cynicks;*
while I would have them reasonably indulged in social inter-
course and innocent amusements free from every vicious habit,
still I esteem it as extreme folly to suffer any of tne fine
arts to interfere with, or pass as a substitute for, moral
instruction and the important branches of literary education.

1. Section 14. One more instance of the neglect of
parents in regard to their children, I shall notice as highly
reprehensible, which relates to their apprenticeship.

2. It is an important duty parents owe their children,
who are put out as apprentices to learn some mechanical art,
to put them under the care of masters, who are not only fully
capable of learning the intended art:

3. But who are respectable for their moral virtues and
steady habits; who will, from a sense of duty, both by pre-
cept and example, guard those under their care against every
vicious sentiment and habit.

4. The work shops of such men will_not be

*A sect of ancient rhilosophers, so abstemious as to
deny themselves th r.! necessary comforts of life, either in
houses, food, or clothing.
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the reservoirs of every species of profane, filthy and ob-
scene conversation, where the hand is engaged in work, but
th e. heart is intent on mischief and the tongue industriously
engaged in sowing the seeds of vice.

5. Are not parents often culpably negligent in regard
to the moral character and habits of the man, under whose
care they put their children? And is it not owing, in a
great degree, to this negligence, that we see so many young,
active men, who, during the time they have been obtaining
a knowledge of their art in their apprenticeship, have thrown
off the restraint of the virtuous sentiments they were taught
under their parents:

6. And, through the influence of bad example of ap-
prentices, journeymen, and perhaps the master, have become
hardened in corrupt sentiments and vicious habits; brutalizing
themselves in the vile practice of debauchery, intemperance
and gambling; stupidly wasting their earnings in a general
course of dissipation, so that all their labor, interrupted
by these practices, is hardly sufficient to support themselves
in their extravagance and vices?

7. And thus the prime of their days, their reputation,
and frequently health, are lost; and
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they are left bitterly to lament their folly, if they are
brought to a sense of it, through the residue of their days.

8. Instances of this kind are but too frequent; most
of which might be prevented by a provident care of parents
and masters in the cases we have mentioned, connected with
the exercisecof a reasonable but firm authority, which is
an indispensable duty in the education of children and minors.

"He that spareth the rod hateth his son."
9. These remarks will be concluded by inviting the

attention of parents and masters to the case of Eli as
given in the sacred writings. 1 Samuel, II. III. IV.

10. The signal judgment and the fearful execution of
that judgment upon the house of Eli, for neglecting to
restrain his sons from vice, furnish a solemn admonition,
to guardians of children and minors, whether parents or
masters, to be faithful in the discharge of their duties
towards them.
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CHAPTER II.

1. Section 1. Literary education will now be briefly
considered.

2. Correct ideas of things in the mind constitute
knowledge.

The knowledge of many things is possessed or obtained
by mankind intuitively.

3. For instance, I know that by the use of the eye I
can see different objects; I know that the sun gives light
and heat, &c.

For these ideas and numerous others, I am not dependant
on any course of reasoning nor any information derived from
any other person.

4. Knowledge of this kind is intuitive knowledge.
But correct ideas of many things, highly important to

be known, by mankind in general, are not obtained or possessed
directly but by a course of reasoning and through the medium
of the exercise of the mind of others.

5. The knowledge of the Supreme Being, of his law or
will, and the method of becoming
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CHAPTER III.

Having considered education in its first stages, partic-
ularly in regard to moral instruction; and also literary
education; and, likewise, made some general remarks on schools;
it will now be considered in several points of view, in which
the welfare and happiness of mankind are essentially involved.

1. Section 1. Of education in regard to moral virtue.

2. "A wit's a feather, and a chief's a rod."
"An honest man's the noblest work of sod."

3. Be a man's abilities never so great; though he be
never so learned; though e have the eloquenee of Demosthenes;
the genius of Newtuh; the discernment of Locke; the penetration
of Burke; the courage of Alexander; and though Wealth flow-in
upon him from the four quarters of the globe:

4. Yet unless he have an honest heart, an upright mind;
unless he be governed by pure principles of moral virtue, he

is still defective
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in the important articles, which are indispensably necessary
to constitute the valuable character; the man of worth and
respectability.

5. In whatever sphere of life a man moves, if he is in-
fluenced by pure principles of moral virtue, he will command
respect: while he who is in want of these, whatever quali-
fication he may be possessed of otherwise, will fall into
contempt.

6. Benedict Arnold was a brave general, and a skilful;
officer: but he was not an honest man; and, therefore, his
name is branded with perpetual infamy and disgrace.

7.41The prescribed limits of this treatise does not
permit a lengthy essay on the several moral virtues.

Making such remarks as shall be of practical use, par-
ticularly, in the important business of education, I shall
consider justice as the foundation of all moral virtue.

8. For, although some moral acts, as, for instance,
acts of charity, do not appear to be, immediately, acts of
justice; yet it is evident that justice is the foundation or
standard of all moral obligation.

9. For the practice of moral virtue does not comprise
acts, which a man may do or not
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do, according to his own inclinations, independent of moral
obligation.

Therefore, the man who does certain acts, or refrains
from doing certain other acts, does, or does not, submit to
a compliance with his duty; and this duty has its origin in
moral obligation.

10. For he, who does an act of charity, does his duty
as a moral being; and this duty arises from moral obligation:
or, he does not do his duty; and then it becomes a duty
equally binding on him, as a moral being, not to do the act;
and this duty has its origin in the same obligation; and
this obligation has its foundation in the great principle of
justice.

11. Slustice, as a principle, is a willingness to
render to all with whom we are concerned, their due, whether
superiors, equals or inferiors, without deceit or fraud.

In practice, it is an honest, sincere fulfilment of
our obligations, in every relation and connection we sustain.

12. 11Justice is the foundation of the throne of Heaven;
an unchangeable principle, in conformity to which 'the whole
universe is governed: extending and continuing an unchangeable
rule of conduct to all moral beings.
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And in proportion as man is subject to the influence of
this principle, he is conformed to the moral image of his creator:

13. And, by a want of conformity to this principle, he
becomes an enemy to his Maker, and exposed to the condemning
sentence of his law.

14. Hence, in the sacred writings, the character of a
good man is summed up and exhibited in the word just. "The
just shall live by faith."

15. liConsidering justice, then, the foundation of moral
virtue, our moral duties may be contemplated in three points
of view, or under three heads.

I. The duties we owe our creator.
II. Those we owe to ourselves. And
III. Those which we owe to our fellow creatures.
16. To treat upon moral virtue merely as a matter of

convenience or ornament, easily dispensed with, like the
feathers in a lady's bonnet, for instance, would be to descend
altogether below the dignity of the subject, and convert man
into a mere monkey, disbanding him from the important relations
he sustains as a moral being, in consequence of the sphere in
which he is placed by his Creator.

65
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17. And to treat upon it as extending only to duties,
which occur between man and man, in the intercourse of life,
would give but a very contracted and mutilated view of a
subject of the first importance.

18. True, moral virtue is highly ornar,..ntal, far more
so than gold: it is a crown of glory to those who possess it.
It secures to them peace, happiness, riches and honor. It
converts the cottage into a paradise of joy: while the want
of it makes a palace the habitation of misery. And it is
binding, also, as a moral duty.

19. Every moral virtue is a duty binding on man as a
moral being, originating in moral obligation, and discoverable
by the light of nature, of reason, and of revelation: for
the fulfilment of which, as a creature, man is accountable to
God; whether the duty immediately relates to him, to ourselves,
or to our fellow creatures:

20. With which obligation man cannot dispense, without
incurring guilt, and expoing himself to the condemning sen-
tence of the unchangeable law of his maker; and degrading
himself as a moral being.

This important truth should be deeply impressed on the
minds of children.
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21. But although man is answerable to God for the dis-
charge of every moral duty; yet there are some, which more
immediately relate to him.

And, although the happiness and respectability of man
are deeply concerned in the discharge of every moral duty; yet
there are some which seem to relate more exclusively to his
own welfare: while others more essentially relate to the
welfare of his fellow creatures.

22. Some of the most important moral virtues will Low
be brought into view, as they naturally fall under the three
foregoing heads.

I. To our Creator we owe the most lively gratitude for
his goodness manifested in our creation and preservation.

And as sinners we owe him the most humble gratitude for
his mercy manifested in redemption.

'23. As children we owe him the most filial affection as
our common parent.

As subjects we owe him the most unconditional and cordial
obedience to his commands; and perfect submissiGn to the al-
lotments of providence as our rightful sovereign and lawgiver.

It is our duty to fear him as a being of infi-
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nite power, of infinite knowledge, of infinite wisdom, and of
infinite justice.

24. We owe him the supreme affections of our heart as
a being, who is infinitely holy, infinitely good, infinitely
merciful, and infinitely lovely.

25. Among the duties we owe to our creator, may be,
also, included acts of benevolence and charity toward our
fellow creatures, to whom we owe nothing on the score of
justice.

A due regard to the feelings of the brute creation, also,
which are subjected to us, and devoted to our service under
the economy of providence.

"The merciful man is merciful to his beast."
26. II. Among the moral virtues, which more immedi-

ately respect ourselves may be included, those preservative
of health; as temperance in eating and drinking, chastity,
the government of our passions, the preservation of a con-
tented mind.

27 Those regarding our welfare and independence in
this life; such as a prudent and wise management of our
business, industry and economy; and those regarding our
future well being, which are very briefly noticed under
the first head.
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28. To enumerate those moral virtues which relate to
our general happiness and respectability, would be to bring
into view the whole catalogue of moral virtues, which man
ought to observe. For the worth of character, the respect
to which man is entitled, must be, and will be, measured
by the mariner in which he fulfils his mor7,1 obligations:
and on this also depends, equally, his happiness.

29. But the respectability of man is most intimately
connected with a sacred regard to truth, and with a rigid
observance of a pure, chaste conversation, free from ob-
scenity, folly and profanity.

30. III. Those moral virtues, which relate to our
fellow creatures will, now, be briefly considered, or,
rather, barely mentioned for they are numerous.

They relate to the property, "Thou shalt not steal."
"Thou shalt not covet," &c.

31. To the happiness, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself."

32. To the character, "Thou shalt not bear false
witness against thy neighbor." And 4th. To the life of
our fellow creatures, "Thou shalt not kill."

33. The moral virtues, which relate to the
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property, happiness, character, and life of our fellow creatures
are infinitely diversified, according to the various relations,
which mankind sustain in life; as that of husband and wife;
parent and child; brother and sister; master and servant,
ruler and subject; citizen and neighbor.

34. To exhibit these to view would transcend our pre-
scribed limits.

While a faithful observance of them is highly ornamental,
and intimately connected with our respectability and happiness;
this observance is, also, strongly binding on us as moral beings.

35. And in order to secure the observance of those num-
erous moral virtues, in which the interest of individuals, and
mankind in general, are so deeply concerned; it is easy to see
the great importance of early impressing the mind with a regard
to the great principle of justice, as the foundation of every
moral virtue:

36. And of inspiring it with humane and benevolent
sentiments; also with a spirit of forbearance, with patience
and humility: the importance, also, that the intellectual
faculties be enlarged by literary acquirements in order to
understand the nature and extent of these virtues.
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37. To conclude the observations under this head, that
inimitable rule, given us by him, who spoke as never man
spoke, which addresses itself, with irresistable force to
the reason and conscience of every man, will be introduced,
accompanied with a few very plain and familiar remarks by
way of explanation.

38. "Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do
ye, even so to chem."

Are you parents? Suppose you were children: would you
not wish your parents to correct and instruct you, so as to
makP actable and happy? Your duty toward your
Cr is plain.

you children? Supposn you were parents: would
you Ash your children to love, lear and obey you? This
is your duty toward your parents.

Masters, do to servants or scholars, as you would reason-
ably wish masters to do to you, if you were servants or scholars.

Ye rich, do to the poor as you would reasonably wish the
rich to do to you, if you were poor, &c.

40. "Whatsoever ye would, that men should do unto you,
(circumstances being equal, or, supposing them to be in your
circumstances

68
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and you in their circumstances,) do ye, also, the same unto
them."

A proper application of this rule would lead to the
faithful observance of every moral virtue,

1. Section 2. I. Of education in regard to fashion and
custom.

"Call fashion folly,
Call her what you will:

She triumph'd alway
And she triumphs still."

2. Mankind are social beings, and the instances, are
very rare, of persons capable of enjoying themselves without
society.

This social principle, which connects the human race
together in one common bond, produces a mutual dependence and
also a deference in individuals towards the opinions of others.

3. And out of these grows that strong propensity to
imitate others in their habits and manners.

And hence the influence of fashion.
These things are all right. They originate in the prin-

ciples of human nature.
They are important sources of happiness when under proper

restriction.
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4. They are sources of evil only, when they are subject
to the influence of corrupt affections.

When this is the case, the social principle of our nature
leads us into vice; our respect for the opinions of others
leads us to imbibe vicious principles; and our prpensity to
imitate the manners of others leads us into extragance and folly.

5. And hence the pernicious influence of fashion in regard
to eating, drinking, apparel and diversions. "The eyes of
others ruin us."

The folly and perverseness of mankind are often manifested
by being ashamed of what they ought to prise, and in glorying
in that which really is their shame.

6_ To guard against this evil is a duty binding on the
parents in relation to their children in the general business
of education, by putting a proper restraint upon their foolish
pride; by restraining their immoderate desires; by exposing
the absurdity of foolish fashion, originating generally, in
foolish heads; and above all by setting them a good example.

7. Some general rules may be of use in regard to this
particular.

Whatever fashion or custom is in itself

69
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vicious, or has a vicious tendency, should not be indulged at
all.

8. Distinguish between those fashions and customs, which
are really necessary for comfort, health and respectability
among wise, sober people; and those which are only calculated
to pamper the appetite and feed a vain fancy; to introduce to
the company of belles, fops and dandies.

9. It would be a good thing, especially for those who
do not roll in affluence and wealth, to consult the purse,
rather than a pampered appetite or foolish fancy. "Keep
your expenses within your income."

Recollect, and let your children be reminded, that ex-
travagant customs and fashions originate with weak, foolish
people.

10. A consideration of the vanity of fashions would
moderate our desires after them. They are extremely vain
and unstable.

That which fed the pride of the Greeks, was ridiculous
among the Romans; and what was an ornament to a Roman, would
be despised among the Gauls: and the bon ton of a French-
man, would be a disgrace to a Turk; and what.was an ornament
twenty years gone, would make one a laughing stock now.
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11. A savage of the wilderness is as proL;d of her
paintings, of a ring in the nose, as a lady of London is of
her dress and her ear rings. So vain a thing is fashion.

Hence the maxim, "Custom is the plague of wise men and
idol of fools."

12. A wise man will not aim to be singular. He will
prudently respect the fashions and customs of the age, which
are not vicious; he will provide things honest in the sight
of all men; but he will guard himself and children against
yain, extravagant customs and fashions.

13. For what is fashion in its extravagance? why,
the idol ef fools; the creature of a fool's brain, forever
changing its place and name; continually pursued by a giddy
multitude, but never overtaken. It is like a jPrk n' tern,
or ignus fatuus.

14. Jack o' lanterns are light as vanity, so are
fashions; they are said to be pursued but never overtaken,
so is fashion. They are continually tossing about in all
directions, so is fashion. They are said to lead people
into swamps and bogs; and fashion has led thousands into
debt, poverty and the prison.

1. Section 3. Of education in regard to business.
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2. Behold the sun, moon, and stars, They move on and
cease not. They never transgress the laws to which they are
subjected. Behold the birds of the air, and beasts of the
field. They all act up to the standard of their nature.
Their actions, their rest are directed to their proper end"

3. Insects and reptiles act not, but to some purpose
suited to their nature and wants. Of all the creatures on
this terrestrial ball, man alone descends from the dignity
of his nature; pursues objects unworthy the exalted spher
in which he is created; often acts to no end, and often
worse than none.

4. Hence it is said, "man is the only being in the
animal world endowed with the power of laughter, and the
only one that really deserves to be laughed at."

All this originates in ignorance, vile affections, a
viciated taste and erroneous judgment; or in other words in
the want of a mind enlarged by useful knowledge and a heart
rectified by pure,.exalted sentiments of moral virtue.

5. Education, in the particular and general business
of it, faithfully attended to by parents and guardians in
relation to those under their care, is the most powerful
means, within the scope of human wisdom, to remove these dis-
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orders, and rescue mankind from that wretchedness and folly
to which we see multitudes subjected.

6. Man is an active being. And if his actions were
all turned to some good account, even he who acts so little
as to be counted lazy, might become rich; while the most
active, driving Jehu like, without system, economy or man-
agement, may be brought up by a prison.

7. The old adage, 7herefore, may be properly applied
to thousands, who drive feadlong in their business without
management, system or prt.Zence, viz. "The more haste the
less speed."

The want of order, of calculation and system in business;
keeping loose accounts or none at all; fraudulent dealing for
want of an honest principle inbibed in early education, often
put the concerns of men into confusiclvi, expose them to ex-
pensive law-suits, loss of time, 1..)ss of character and credit.

8. Hence it often happens with such men, that what they
earn to-day, they spend to-morrow, for neither bread nor
clothing, but to defray the expenses of their folly and neglect.

9. It is said, "the latter part of a wise man's life is
taken up in curing the follies of youth."
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but mapy discover such a want of wisdom in their blind and
heedless management, that the latter part of their lives is
either spent in poverty, or made wretched by vexatious
quarrels and legal disputations.

10. Activity and industry are excellent things; but,
that they may turr to good account, they must be attended
with economy, with foresight, with management and order: and
they must, by all means, be subject to a principle of honesty.

11. Otherwise, while man has his eye fixed on yonder
lofty goal of renown and wealth, imagining himself to be
progressing toward it, he is really on the retrograde motion,
and will find himself landed in wretchedness.

12. Man is said, with much propriety, to be a bundle
of habits. These habits, either in regard to principles,
opinions, conversation, action, labor, rest, and diversions,
when once established, adhere to him so strongly, that he
cannot easily avoid or change them. They enter into and
constitute the character of the man.

13. Habits which adhere to men most strongly, are
those which are imbibed in early life.
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Now as men pursue their business in conformity to the moral
sentiments of the heart and knowledge of the head, it is of
the highest importance that parents take care that the minds
of their children be well informed and early established in
principles of moral virtue.

14. A principle of justice oe honesty should be so
firmly established in the mind of a child, as to be his pole-
star, his guide, from which he will not suffer himself to
depart in his business in life.

"Honesty is the best policy," should be his motto in all
his undertakings. This will bear a man up in every vicissi-
tude of life.

15. If he be unfortunate the principal things will still
remain with him, a consciousness of honesty and a good character:
while an unfortunate, dishonest man sinks into reproach; and
to the wretchedness of poverty adds the irreparable loss of
character and credit.

16. Finally, a mind enlightened by literary acquirements,
refined by pure moral sentiments; together with habits of
industry and economy will be more influential and useful in
directing a man in the business of life than volumes of rules
without them.

1. Section 4. Of education in regard to amusement.
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2. Behold the young fawn sporting on the mountain.
Behold the young calves and lambs skipping in playful mode
on yonder verdant hills. See the birds of the air recreating
themselves in the Heavens; and the insects playing in sun-
beams; yea the laboring ox and horse have their seasons of
sport: so man was not made for perpetual labor.

3. Hence says the wise man, "there is a time and
season for every purpose under the sun."

The great object of man's pursuit is happiness. Yea,

happiness is the primum mobile of rational beings.
110 happiness, our being's end and aim."
4. This pursuit is lawful, if it be pursued lawfully:

and if it be pursued lawfully, it will certainly be obtained:
and if not, as certainly mi-,sed.

Man engaged in businf pursues happiness in hope; but
his object in amusement is present, real enjoyment.

5. But where is that favored individual, or in what
age did he live, who has been able to say, in truth, that
he has gained that precious boon amidst the rubbish of this
world? Alas not one among the millions of the human race
can say this.
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6. What is amusement then? and what is its use? It
is a relaxation from the strain of labor and study to pre-
pare for renewed exertion. Its use is to the mind what rest
is to the body.

7. Amusement, prudently selected and restricted by
moderation, is e source of satisfaction, and of a degree of
happiness, otherwise it would fail of its object altogether.

But it comes far short of the degree of happiness
anticipated.

8. Our ignorance of the proper end of amusement; and
our pursuing it with too sanguine expectations, as to the
pleasure to be derived from it; and that, too, under the
influence of a perverted taste, erroneous judgment and
depraved affections, leading us to adopt amusements in
themselves lawful too eagerly; all thec.a
subvert the proper end of amusements so tnat they are sources
of far more pain and wretchedness to men, than the pursuit
of their labor.

9. Education, therefore, is important to regulate the
conduct of men in their pastime as well as in the pursuit of
their business. Man will select his amusements in conformity to
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the moral sentiments of the mind, the refinement of his taste,
the correctness of his judgment and light of his understanding.

10. How much these depend on education we have already
considered.

It is not necessary here to enter into a particular detail
of thei numerous kinds of amusement pursued more or less in this
country.

11. 410But I shall present a few general rules, which may
be of use, especially in the business of education, in regard
to amusement.

The end of amusement should be constantly in view, viz.
To relax the,mind, refresh and invigorate the body and prepare
for renewed exertions in business.

12. Man is not a mere play-thing. And he descends far
below the dignity of his nature, when he spends his whole time
in the pursuit of amusement and diversion, even if his cir-
cumstances will admit of it.

13. How insignificant, nay, contemptible, must such a
person appear to a mind enlarged with those noble and exalted
sentiments, which lead him to delight in being useful to
himself and his fellow-creatures,

14. Every species of amusement, which are unlawful,
contrary to pure morals and tend

to corrupt the mind, should be strictly forbidden, as practices
inseparably connected with misery and disgrace.

Amusements, in themselves lawful, may be rendered unlawful,
by being unlawfully pursued.*

15. Social intercourse is a rational, commendable, and
lawful amusement; it is, under proper restrictions, a source
of happiness and improvement, by enlightening the understanding
and rrqining the moral sentiment; but it becomes unlawful and
a source of misery when under the influrir- n' virious corrupt
affections.

.inds of athletic exercises, such as games
at ball, &c. are in themselves innocent amusements, a source
of health to students and many descriptions of mechanics; but
by connecting them with a species of gambling,and, ,-3s is often
the case, with intemperance; and by suffering them Lo engross
our attention beyond what is necessary to answer Vie proper
end of amusement, they become vicious, and corrupt and degrade
the

*The word lawful here is used in reference to the civil
or moral law, and is synonimous with innocent.



/U

100

mind; and are an occasion of an unnecessary and criminal waste
of time.

17. The value of time should always have a commanding
influence over the mind, especially in the pursuit of any kind
of amusement. This would have a great tendency to check an
immoderate pursuit.

18. "Time is money," says Dr. Franklin. And, indeed,
he who is insensible to the value of time, who does not feel
the importance of improving it to the best advantage to
promote his own happiness and that of others, is in danger
of indulging in vain and trifling pursuits to a degree that
shall weaken or destroy the habit of industry; beget in the
mind a distaste for useful pursuits that shall lead him to
neglect the high duties he owes to himself, inseparably
connected with his happiness and respectability, to neglect
his social obligations, and the all important duties origin-
ating in morality and religion.

19. Time is precious in every stage of life. It is
highly so in youth. Its value should be impressed on the
minds of the young. They should be habituated to consider
rest and amusement as preparatory to renewed exertions in
useful pursuits.
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20. In order to avoid the waste of time, it is not only
necessary to indulge in amusements only, which are in them-
selves innocent; but such as are also sources.of improvement,
while they are calculated to recreate and relieve from the
burden of labor and study.

21. For this purpose, literary acquirements and a taste
for profitable reading are of infinite advantage.

These alone would afford a fruitful source of varied
and profitable amusement, calculated at once to enlighten the
understanding and reform the heart.

22. And thus, by enlarging the intellectual faculties,
and refining the taste or moral sentiments of the mind, would
open to view new fields of amusement affording more refined
and more exalted pleasure.

23. For want of ability and a taste for reading, how
much precious time runs to waste with thousands of youth, of
both sexes, which otherwise might be improved to the best
advantage.

It is said, that some years since, the mechanics of
Geneva amused themselves in their leisure hours by reading
the most important productions of literature, such as the
works of Newton, Locke, Montesquieu, &c.
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24. Cicero, the RoMan orator, tells us that he recreated
his mind from the labor attending his official duti:s, by
reading the productions of the muses. Indeed the fine arts,
such as music, poetry, painting, &c. under the restraint of
pure moral principles may be profitable sources of amusement.

25. The numerous objects of.want, sorrow and wretch-
edness in this world, present an ample field for the exercise
of charity and benevolence. Were.these virtues more cultivated
in the minds of children, and more prevalent among men, the
practical exercise of them would be sources of infinitely
greater pleasure to the Mind, than. the wasting of thousands
of money and years of time In the vain pursuit of sensual
gratification.

26. The celebrated philanthropist, Mr. Howard, of England,
realized a thousand times more pleasure in visiting the hab-
itations of sorrow, and alleviating the miseries of the unfor-
tunate than the richest voluptuary on earth in the gratification
of a sensual appetite.

27. Montesquieu, a Frenchman, among the first of man-
kind, for his learning and virtues, by accident being informed
that a certain man, separated from his wife and children, was
held
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in slavery at Algiers, and also of the price of his redemption,
secretly remitted the sum and effected his liberation. And
thus, to the astonishment of himself and family, he was
restored to them through the instrumentality of an unkown
friend.

This single act afforded incomparably more pleasure than
the voluptuary realises in years of sensual gratification.

28. I, some time since, heard an ancedote of a sea
captain, who, for many years, and in possession of ample
oecuniary means, was hailed as a welcome associate in the
fashionable circles of life, in pursuit of sensual pleasure:
and who, in the mean time, commanded all the happiness incident
to these circles; being, one day, asked by some of his associ-
ates, what incident of his life afforded him the greatest
satisfaction,answered,

29. I was once travelling through Ireland, and being
thirsty, -called upon a poor widow woman and asked her for a
drink of water. For want of water, at hand, she gave me a
drink of milk, for which I gave her an English shilling,
which inspired her with the most sincere gratitude and thanks-
giving. This occurrence, continued the captain, did afford
and still affords me more satisfaction than any other oc-
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currence of my life within my present recollection.
30. No person is toQ high, and very few too low, to 12e

capable of enjoying the ennobling pleasure of doing good to
their fellow-creatures.

31. MiIn the business of education, it is important to
recollect that habit has a powerful influence over the mind
of man, and a powerful influence, also, in directing his
conduct.

Hence the direction, "choose that employment, in which
you can be most -useful, and habit will make it easy and
pleasant."

32. Industry, economy and amusement depend much on
habit. Labor and useful pursuits sit easy on the person
raised up in habits of industry. Such a person is in his
element when engaged in some profitable employment. But
labor is a grievous burthen to him, who is accustomed to
idle amusement. His mind is engrossed in the pursuit of
vanity. Destitute of any relish for useful employment, his
strength, his ingenuity, and ambition are engaged in trifling,
and, probably, unlawful objects.

33. Satiated with one object,nhe flies to another,
until at length, debased in his feelings, degraded in his
character, and disappointed in his expectations, he lands
in a confirmed habit of intemperance and other practices,
which be-
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tray the lowest state of degradation, and the greatest degree
of human depravity; continually in pursuit of happiness, ,and
constantly increasing his misery.

34. 4IThe importance of the object of amusement, noticed
under this head, viz. The preservation of health, demands
the particular attention of all who have the care of children.
An unanswerable argument in favor of exercise for the preser-
vation of health is found in the law of nature, manifested
in the unconquerable propensity of children to activity. On
the health of the body and vigor of the animal spirits, depend
the vigor and activity of the mind. If those be impaired,
these will proportionably suffer.

35. Therefore, it is injudicious, it is cruel, it is
doing violence to the laws of nature to subject children and
youth to oppressive restraint from innocent and agreeable
exercise, in their attention either to labor or study. For
want of due attention to this object, the health of body and
consequent energy of mind, are, often, so far destroyed in
early life, that mature age is comparatively inactive, useless
and unhappy.

36. This subject is important in all circum-.
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stances; but more so in populous towns and cities. It is
pleasing to notice the-attention paid to this subject, in
some instances, in the introduction of gymnastic and cal-
isthenic exercises for the benefit of both sexes.

37. This subject is important in relation to the in-
fant manufactories in this country, which have already
assumed an important aspect. The number of persons employed
in these establishments is already considerable and is rapidly
increasing. It is certainly important that our manufacturing
establishments should be subjected to such regulations as are
congenial with the free principles of the government and
civil institutions of this country; and as will tend, by
saitable exercise and diversion, to preserve the health and
energy of the physical system, and the consequent energy of
mind, and thereby promote the happiness of those employed in
them, and secure them from the degrading circumstances, to
which many employed in foreign manufactories are sUbjected.

1. Section 5. Of education in regard to industry.

2. "By work our fathers earned-their food;
Toil strung their nerves and purified their blood."
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"Love labor, if you do not want it for food, you may for
physic."

3. Without industry none can be rich: and with it few
would be poor."

"Seest thou a man diligent in his business, he shall
stand before kangs: he shall not stand before mean men."

4. A habit and spirit of industry are highly important
in every grade of society from the prince to the peasant.
They are inseparably connected with worth of character, and
the active possession of moral virtue.

5 True, man may industrious and yet vicious; but a
man cannot be voluntarily idle, idle merely through habit,
and be virtuous; for idleness itself is vice.

A state of idleness is the nursery of crime. It is con-
demned by the whole economy of nature, and severely reproved
by the precepts of religion.

6. Wherever the voluntarily idle man turns his eye, he
is put to shame: beasts, birds, insects and reptiles rise tc
condemn him. "Go to the ant thou sluggard."

7. A state of idleness is a kind of criminal neglect
and contempt of the means, with which man is furnished, for
the purpose of enjoying the blessings of providence.



74

108

Therefore, like an armed man, poverty and disgrace shall
overtake those, lurking in haunts of idleness, with irresist-
&ale force.

8. tEIndustry is necessary to health.
Excessive action, and too long continued action, without

regard to proper intervals of rest and refreshment may be in-
jurious to health.

9. But industrious activity, regulated by reason, is as
necessary to health as wholesome food: while idleness brings
in its train a numerous hoard of diseases; weakness, pains in
the head, sinking of the spirits, &c.

10. 411Independence is intimately connected with industry.
Some of the first characters of republican Rome, nobly

employed themselves in manual labors as a source of personal
independence, rather than live in a delicate, puny state of
dependance.

11. "Industry is necessary to happiness.
Happiness is a qualification of the mind. And a spirit

of industry is that state of mind, which will enable a man
to avail himself of the bighest degree of happiness which
sublunary things are capable of giving.

12. True, this is a moderate degree of hap-
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piness, and falls infinitely short of the happiness requisite
to meet the desires of an immortal soul.

In nothing, perhaps, do men, in general, err more than
in their estimate of happiness. But while the idle man, sub-
ject to a spirit of sloth, and, as is generally the case, en-
slaved by sensual appetites, errs altogether, and is preparing
himself for complicated misery,

13. The industrious man wisely pursues a course affording
a degree of rational happiness leaaing to still greater enjoy-
ment; and preserves a state of mind and an activity in lawful
pursuits, which give a relish to every scene of life.

14. And indeed, an honest and industious pursuit in a
lawful calling, with a consciousness of doing our duty, affords
a degree of happiness, to which the idle sensualist is an utter
stranger.

15. dpIndustry is intimately connected with honor.
What man ever rose to eminence, to an exalted rank in

society, without industry? And if buoyed up through the in-
dustry of his parents, what man, when left to himself, ever
sustained his dignified station without industry?

7
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16. The life of Dr. Franklin was distinguished by the
most indefatigable industry.

To this in a great measure, he owed his elevation, from
the depths of poverty and obscurity, to a rank, not only among
the first of his countrymen, but among the first of mankind.

17. The life of Washington, also, was marked with un-
wearied industry.

18. 411But true honor is not confined to exalted stations.
The honest industrious man is the useful man, and the useful
man is the honorable man, although he be destined to walk in
the common paths of life.

19. In order to be a general it is necessary to be brave,
and in order to be a statesman, a man must be wise.

But in order to be brave it is not necessary to be a gen-
eral; nor is wisdom confined exclusively to statesmen.

20. That man is wise and brave, who with a noble forti-
tude and patience submits to the lot assigned him by providence;
and with an honest industry discharges the duties and performs
the business connected with that lot:

21. Who uses every lawful endeavor to maintain his post
and not to fall from it; and who never rises out of it, till
he can do it con-
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sistent with the principles of honor and honesty; scorning
to rise out of it by deception, fraud, and corrupt, under-
mining, dishonest intrigue.

22. 1Labour is honored by distinguished characters in
sacred and profane history.

David the king of Israel attended, in early life, to the
business of a shepherd.

The apostle Paul withaan honest pride, tells us, that
he laboured with his own hands.

23. The sisters of Alexander the great employed them-
selves in the midst of their maidens at spinning.

The emperor of China attends to the business of agri-
culture, and follows the plough, in presence of his nobles
and house-hold gods.

24. Some of the most exalted characters of Rome actually
engaged in agricultural pursuits. All the sons of the present
emperor of Austria have been taught trades: the hereditary
prince is an excellent weaver, and his brothers good carpenters
and joiners.

25. And numerous are the instances, in this country, of
men rising from laborious pursuits to exalted places of trust,
in the'management of the important concerns of state.

26. Indeed the principles of government
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and the civil institutions of this country confer a peculiar
honor on the man distinguished for his honest industry.

27. 410Industry is necessary to the obtaining, possessing
and enjoying of wealth.

Though wealth be left us by our parents, it cannot be
possessed long, it cannot be enjoyed without a spirit of in-
dustry.

28. Parents, therefore, who leave to their children
wealth, and neglect to inspire their minds with a regard to
moral virtue, and religion, and to raise them up in habits
of industny, leave them but a wretched inheritance, which
often proves a very curse; affording the means of indulging
a spirit of sloth; of gratifying corrupt affections,and
pursuing a path which leads to disgrace and ruin.

29. But the industrious man, though his beginnings be
small, who honestly pursues his business, increases his
property, and knowing its worth, makes the best use of it;
and ere he is aware, finds himself in easy circumstances,
commanding respect and credit with his fellow citizens.

1. Section 6. But industry that it be sucessful must
be accompanied with economy.

Industry and economy are twin sisters and should never
be separated.
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2. A man may be very industrious, and without economy,
he may still be very poor. And an economical inactive life
is but a sorry one.

3. To exhibit in detail particular maxims leading to
the practice of economy is not deemed expedient here: this
has been admirably performed long since, by Dr. Franklin, in
his way to wealth, which ought to be in the hands and head
and heart of every person in this country.

4. A few general remarks on econoity must suffice.
In order to be economical several things are indispensably

necessany, which will be briefly noticed.
5. MOrder in business is absolutely necessary to economy,

without this our concerns will be in confusion; and while
attending to one thing, another may be neglected and lost.

6. drlIn order to be economical a man must be sensible
to the value of time. "Time is money," and every hour should
be turned to some good account. He who is insensible to the
value of time, suffers much of it to run to waste, falls in-
sensibly into bad habits, and not only wastes his time, but
his money with it.
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7. IRA man without credit is generally destitute of
economy.

In vain does a man talk about economy who suffers
numerousAebts to accumulate upon him, which he neglects to
pay, by which he at once looses: his credit, and subjects him-
"self:Ito heavy taxes arising from law suits.

8. 411A man cannot be economical, who does not consult
his purse before he consults his appetite and fancy.

9. 40To be economical requires no small degree of for-
titude and resolution to keep our expenses within our income.

Economy requires much patience; it requires temperance
and a spirit of contentment.

10. These are the principles and habits,Am which the
practice of economy must be raised.

In.possession of these, every one will be economical;
and without them none will.

11. To cultivate sentiments and habits like the fore-
going in children, as favorable to the practice of industry
and economy, forms an important part of education.

The savage Owes his habit of wandering and aversion to
the industribwsi pursuit of agriculture-to education,

1. Secti-mn T. O'f education in regard to crime.
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2. "A wicked man is a monster."
As the blinking owl takes covert in the shades of night,

and sallies forth on its defenceless prey; as the ferocious
beast roams abroad in midnight's awful gloom, falling re-
lentlessly on defenceless herds of deer; as the deadly night-
shade grows and flourishes best where the sun's cheering rays
never penetrate:

3. So crime rears aloft its hideous head; and from its
brazen face looks fiercely savage, stepping forth, with impu-
dent boldness, where the intellectual faculties of man lie
buried in the gloom of ignorance.

4. There malice, hatred, sordid envy, and revenge, op-
pression, fraud, extortion, injustice, relentless cruelty,
pride, intemperance, debauchery, sensuality, falsehood, dis-
honesty, gambling, theft, robbery, murder, perjury, blasphemy,
strife and contention, take up their abode, find shelter, and
countenance; and prey like vultures on the happiness of man.

5. 1Though it be not conformable to truth to say, that
knowledge, in the head, will of itself change the disposition
of the heart; yet it is evident that, to enlighten the mind,
so as to enable it to discover the enormity of crime, the
evil consequences attending it, and its intimate connection
with misery and shame:
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6. And, at the same time, the excellency and beauty of
moral virtue, and its connection with honor and happiness,
will have a powerful tendency to lead man to refrain from
the commission of crime, and to restrain his depraved passions,
to curb the ferocity of his nature, and to lead him, also,
to the practice of virtue.

7. While he, who is enveloped in the gloom of ignorance,
insensible to the deformity of vice, and the excellency of
virtue; blind and heedless to the evils atteng the one, and
to the good connected with the other, will give the reins to
the evil propensities of his heart, and run headlong and
blindfold in the gratification of vicious and corrupt
affections.

8. Hence it is very al to infer the importance of
education, as a means of enlightfng the mind, and of en-
larging and expanding its faculties with _useful instruction,
of its being early impressed eth pare mt-lral sentiments, for
the prevention and suppression of mrime.

9. 'RA well directed educart is pEEuliarly important
for the prevention and suppresslor f criine, under the
government of the United States; mrhaps Eore so than under
any other gOverment on earth.
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10, The liberal principles.; vf government; the lenity
of the laws; the mildness of the criminal code, in this
country, are a powerful appeal to the virtue and intelligence
of the people for the suppression of crime.

11. They are predicated on the supposition that the
general intelligence and virtue of the people, will, of
themselves, as it were, present an impregnable barrier against
the prevalence of crime.

12. For the promotion of these, education, as a human
means, is of the last importance. Every neiohborhood and
section of this country should be possessed of alch intelligence
and such moral sentiments, as to set forth every offender
against the laws, singly exposed to the piercing view of in-
telligent virtue, and to be looked out of countenance by the
virtuous sense of the people.

13. 49But the influence of education for the suppression
and prevention Of crime, is tested by experience, which exhibits
its importance, in this respect, in a very strong light.

14. The report relative to the penitentiary at Auburn,
N. V. for 1828, discoses a fact, which, although it be a kind
of indirect argument to the point under consideration, is, never-



118

theless, of great force, and speaks volumes in favor of a
judicious, moral and literary education for the prevention
of crime.

15. This report states, that "of 160 convicts, who
have been discharged from that prison, in the last three
years, 112 are decidedly steady and industrious, or greatly
1mpróved, 12 are somewhat reformed, 10 others are much al-
tered, and only 26 are decidedly bad."

16, It is proper to remark that the discipline of the
Auburn prison embraces literary, moral and religious in-
struction, by which the face, which I wish to be particularly
noted, was disclosed relative to the convict viz.-Ahat
the grea'ir portion of the convicts could not read when they
entered the prison, and were taught to read in the prison.
It is but just to infer that had they been T noperly educated
in early life, most of them would never hak been put there.

17. This particular will be concluded kl noticing one
instance more,which is given in a small work entitled the
Sunday-school teacher's guide, written in England, in which
we have a comparative view of the prevalence of crime where
education is enjoyed in a high degree; and wtrere it is
criminally neglected; set-
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ting forth, in a strong light, the importance of education.
18. The contrast is taken from4,1r. Howard's stables,

the celebrated philanthropist. One instance is taken from
Scotland, especially the low countries, where very liberal
provision is made for education, both by law, and the
exertions of benevolence; and where moral and religious
instruction command much attention.

19. The other is taken from Norfolk, in England, where
education commands comparatively little attention.

In the first case, out of a population of one million
and six hundred thousand souls, only one hundred and thirty-
four persons were convicted of capital crimes in a period of
nineteen years; averaging about seven annually.

20. In the latter case, out of only half that number,
viz, eight hundred thousand souls; four hundred and thirty-
four criminals were dondemned to death, in the space of
twenty-three years, being an annual average of nearly nine-
teen capital convicts, besides eight hundred and seventy-
four sentenced to transportation.

21. The double population of Scotland being taken into
the account, there is, thus, a
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difference in its favor, in this important point, in the
rat-icy:of seven to thirty-eight.

22. This striking ccintrast deserves notice. It is not
intended, by any means, to measure the morals of one nation
by those of another; but, other things being equal, a similar
cause will produce a similar effect in all nations.

23. Independent of the state, in fact, of the whole or
a part of the United States; in order to present an important
consideration, let a contrast, proportionate to that given
by Mr. Howard, between a proper attention to education and
a neglect of it, be contemplated in relation to the United
States having a population of twelve millions; and it will
be found that, with due attention to education, the number
of capital offences will be only aLnut 52; and in the neglect
of education, the number will be 285,annually,

24. Set the cost of the ttials of these at only $500
each, and there will be a difference of expense, to govern-
ment, between the first and last number, of $116,500.

Admit a similar contrast in regard to the numerous
.criminal offenders of a minor grade, and the additirmal ex-
pense of criminal prosecutions, consequent upon the neglect
of education, will swell to millions.

121

25. Add to this consideration the great advantages of
security, in person, character, and property, from the depre-
dations of prowling hoardes of lawless plunderers; and the
great importance of education, for the prevention of crime,
may be duly estimated. In view of these remarks, even the
policy, dictated by the cold calculations of unfeeling avarice
itself, would lead to an energetic attention to this subject.
Surely then motives drawn from religion, from patriotism and
benevolence, ought to stimulate, as much as possible, to con-
vert public expenses to the prevention of crime, by means of
education, which, otherwise, must be appropriated to the pun-
ishment of crime.
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CHAPTER IV.

1. SeC1on-1. Of education in regard to religi n.

2. Religion thou balm of life;
Thou sure and only remedy for human woe.

Religion is a disposition to worship, to fear, t, trust,
to obey some superior being.

3. A principle of religion is strongly iillpresseri on
the human soul; and is at the foundatinn of every mart., prin-
ciple; the source of man's final hopes and fears.

4. So strong and so general is this principTe, that
human beings are rarely found so besotted in ignorance-,, so
brutalised, and so savage as to give evidence of its ir:Tfluence.
And the individual, who, in the extremity of his distres at
the hour of death, manifests no fear or hope arising fnlm his
belief in a supreme being, has been considered in every age
and nation a monstrous prodigy in human nature.

5. And hence leading men, both in savage and civilized
nations, have in trying scenes
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appealed to this principle in their followers, challenQing
their faithful adherance, in hazardous undertakings, b,y he
favor or displeasure of the gods or God, according to tne
common belief of the nation, in which they lived, as the
strongest tie, by which they could bind them to their service.

6. This principle is joyfully acknowledged by the pious
christian; and it is acknowledged also by the most atendoned
sinner, whose life is sacrificed upon the altar of civil
justice, by the expression of his hopes or fears.

1. Section 2. But it by no means follows from the
universality of the principle, that a sentiment and faith,
conformable to truth, on this important subject, are equally
universal.

On the contrary, although there is but "one God, one
Mediator, one Spirit, one Faith;" mankind have been infinitely
diversified in their notions of this subject.

2. They have deified the sun, moon, beasts, birds,
reptiles, insects, wood, brass, men and devils; debasing
themselves into a belief of an imaginary god or gods, and to
ceremonies; in the worship of them, corresponding to the
brutish desiressof their corrupt hearts.

3. And it is a melancholly fact that there
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9. History presents fearful examples to this point. The
abandoned state of the Jews; the degenerate and barbarous state
of some parts of Asia; the corrupt and degraded state of the
countries around the Mediterranean, all of whom in their turn
enjoyed high and distinguished privileges, are melancholy
examples to this point.

10. But if our privileges by duly improved under the
blessing of Heaven, we shall suppress those growing practices
and sins, which are a reproach to any people, and which lead
to ruin; and cause that righteousness to abound and flourish,
which exalteth a nation.
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CHAPTER VI.

1. Section:I. Of education in regard to the public
welfare.

2. "Is there any present, who does not love his country?
Let him speak; for him have I offended."

3. Civil government embraces not only rule of conduct,
but discipline and penalty.

Its necessity, therefore, originates in a dereliction of
moral principle in the human heart; and the consequent ig-
norance of the mind.

4. If any doubt this, proof at hand supercedes the
necessity of a course of reasoning to prove it.

"The powers, that be, are ordained by God."
"For rules are not a terror to good works, but to the evil."
5. The following brief deductions from the above remarks,

have an important bearing on the subject under consideration.
The worst government on earth is a blessing; because with-

out government society could not exist.
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6. In a relative view it is a blessing and a curse. It
is a blessing compared to no government. And compared to the
best government it is a curse.

7. 4IPThe principles and character of the government will
correspond to the character of the people governed; and, vice
versa, the character of the governed will correspond to the
principles of the government; otherwise they will not long
continue together.

8. %Should I proceed no further on this subject, any
reflecting mind will perceive, from the above remarks, the
incalculable importance of education in the United States.

1. Section 2. I shall proceed, however, to show its
importance, as it relates to the general welfare, f:om several
considerations.

2. From the character of the government of the United
States.

Liberty and freedom are terms, which are sounded forth,
in loud praises, by every American citizen; and by thousands
who know not their meaning; and by thousands, who use them
for purposes of flattery.

3. Correct views on this subject will be useful. By
liberty and freedom, then, we are not to understand, that
the people of this coun-
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try are free to obey, or not obey, existing laws, just as they
please; or, that existing laws in this country are less binding
on the people of this country than the laws of other countries
are binding on the subjects of those countries.

4. No people on earth are under, greater obligation to
obey the laws than the people of the United States.

5. To hold obedience to existing laws a matter of in-
difference, is the language of licentiousness, and to express
the idea, that it is right in some cases to resist or disregard
existing laws is the language of sedition and rebellion.

6. Laws, while in force, are clothed with all the majesty
of power; and are not to be broken with impunity.

Notions of liberty and freedom, therefore, which do not
agree with the above remarks are discordant with civil liberty,
or the liberty enjoyed by the people of this country.

7. MIThe question now comes under consideration, viz.
from whence are our boasted, civil privileges immediately de-
rived, and in what do they consist? They are derived immedi-
ately from government, not from want of government; and consist,
primarily, in the principles, structure and form of government.
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8. The character or nature of the government of the United
States, will be brought into view by considering, very briefly,
these particulars.

9. In the principles of government, are recognized the
imperfection. of all men; and the equal rights of all men. Men
of every rank and pursuit in life, are considered entitled to
equal justice.

10. And those rights and privileges, which may be enjoyed
by any man, consistent with civil liberty, such as the freedom
of opinion, the freedom of speech, the freedom of the press,
&c. are recognized as equally sacred and inviolable in every
man. Every man is recognized as being amenable to law.

11. Laws enacted in conformity to these principles,
therefore, deprive no citizen, no man of any privilege, and
abridges his freedom in no thing, which is consistent with
civil liberty.

12. The structure of the government of the United States
recognizes no man, and no class of men, as exalted above their
fellow-citizens, in the possession of hereditary privileges,
retaining in their families the reins of government by a kind
of divine right, so called, from generation to generation.
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13. Thus the people are secure against the burthen of
supporting a few men, at an immense expense, and from the
danger of being oppressed with projects of ambition, avarice,
and self-aggrandizement, which men who are continually in
power, have full opportunity to devise and put in execution.

14. Again, the structure of this government embraces
several distinct bodies of men; as organs or functionaries
of government, each endowed with certain definite powers,
being so dependant on, and connected with, each other that
no one body hath power to make a law, while each individual
in each body is amenable to law.

15. Thus a law cannot exist without the concurrent
assent of different distinct bodies, operating as a check
upon each other against the abuse of power, which affords
a strong guarantee to the people for the distribution of
equal justice, and against the projects of ambition, avarice,
and a spirit of monopoly.

16. Once more; these bodies, and each individual com-
posing them,iare subjected to the frequent revision and
powerful control of th e. people, through the operation of the
elective franchise: and are sublected, by a provision of
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government, to the continual inspection of the people.
17. Thus, while this grand political machinery, so

wisely constructed in its parts; so harmonious in its con-
nection, and so noble in its principles, preserves the
strongest check on the functionaries of government against
the abuse of power; it makes their highest honor and highest
interest conspire to induce them to preserve the equal rights,
and aim at the higest interests and happiness of the people;
from whom they immediately emanate, and with whom they must
shortly mingle as private citizens.

18. Finally, the government of the United States, in
its form, is a democratical republican government, guarded
in its principles and structure against despotism; monarchy
and aristocracy.

19. liThe people have a powerful influence upon the op-
erations of this grand political structure, and, in their
elective franchise, approach near to it; but not so near as
to impede or embarrass its operations, and yet near enough
to guard them against the influence of ambition, avarice,
and a spirit of monopoly and self-aggrandizement.

20. The form of this government is admi-
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rably calculated to exclude from a participation in her public
councils, imbecile and corrupt agents, and to command into her
service the most exalted talents, the most profound wisdom and
learning, and the greatest abilities of the nation.

21. What a noble structur& what a rich, glorious in-
heritance do we receive, fellow-citizens, from our illustrious
ancestors, which was achieved, under the auspices of a kind
providence, by their wisdom, their valor, their fortitude,
their unconquerable perseverance, their unwearied labour and
the blood of their véins!

22. While I have very briefly, brought into view some
of the most prominent features of the government of the United
States, I have, also, noticed the privileges and benefits, which
a conformity to its principles, in the administration of it,
will secure to the people.

23. But in order to discover the force of argument, drawn
from the nature of the government, showing the importance of
education, it is necessary to consider the foundation of the
government, the main pillars on which it rests.*

*It, does not accord with the object of this essay to
attempt a laborious and critical investigation of the
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1. Section 3. The foundation of civil government is
a national character, suited to the government.

2. It is said by writers on government, that the prin-
ciple or foundation of a despotical government is fear; that,
that of a mixed government partaking of the monarchical and
arestocratical form is honor; and that the foundation of a
democratical republican government is the virtue of the people.

3. If the line of demarcation in regard to the principle
peculiar to different forms of government be not so nicely
marked,as some writers have supposed; this is certain, that
moral virtue and the intelligence of the people, essentially
constitute the national character, which is the principal and
proper foundation of the government of the United States, on
which its preservation, in its purity, principally depends.

4. This will appear, from several considerations, which
will show the importance of education in regard to the public
welfare.

principles of the government of the United States; but merely
to bring into view its most obvious and prominent features.
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5. From a consideration of the freedom secured to the
people in the principles of government.

Particularly the freedom of opinions, of speech and the
freedom of the press. To enjoy and retain such freedom re-
quires a people distinguished for the purity of their morals,
and for their intelligence.

6. A corrupt, vicious, ignorant people would be in-
capable of enjoying them; they would abuse them and lose them.

Such freedom would be turned, by a corrupt, ignorant
people, int.) licentiousness.

7. IFrom a consideration of the mildness, lenity, and
a regard to the equal rights of every citizen so conspicuous
in the laws, which also originate in the princlples of gov-
ernment.

8. Such laws are predicated on the supposition of a
virtuous, intelligent people, sensible to the importance of
subordination to just and salutary laws; a people capable of
knowing their duty, and disposed to do it.

Such a people will be sensible to the high privilege
enjoyed under the operation of such laws.

9. But a corrupt, vicious, ignorant people.
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will not. Laws calculated to secure equal justice to all,
and, also, the highest degree of freedom consistent with civil
liberty and social happiness, will not conduce to the freedom
of a corrupt, vicious, ignorant people, while they remain
such; neither will they, neither can they feel free under the
operation of such laws, any more than swindlers and gamblers
can feel free under the operation of laws intended to prevent
and suppress intrigueing, dishonesty and fraud.

10. Hence it is that a corrupt, vicious, ignorant people
are utterly incapable of enjoying or preserving the blessings
of a free government; of civil liberty.

11. It has been already suggested, and the importance
of the idea justifies a repetition; civil liberty is not per-
fect liberty.

12. It is a liberty supported by justice, as its found-
ation; it is a rational liberty, securing the peace and safety
of the community and the equal rights of each individual of
the community by laws founded on the great principle of justice.
And obedience to these laws is a duty strongly binding on each
cittzen.

13. It is the painful duty of the subjects of despotic
governments to obey the laws of
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the country, while they are in force, till in the dispensations
of providence, the state of things justify, and events open
the way for, throwing off the yoke of oppression by a change
of government; because society cannot exist without government.

14. In this country then it is of the highest importance
to yield obedience to law, which is not only not oppressive,
but, which secures the highest degree of freedom and liberty
attainable in civil society.

15. For the liberty we enjoy is not licentiousness; it
is not liberty to vice, it is liberty to virtue.

16. Licentiousness, corrupt principles, pride, ambition,*
a thirst for power, a thirst for go4c1, are enemies to social
happiness, they are implacable enemies to civil liberty; they
are enemies to all government.

17. Patriotism, and the several moral virtues; a regard
to our own rights and to those of our fellow-citizens, are
enemies to despotism, to oppression, but not to government.

*The word ambition will often occur in the subsequent
pages of this work. There is a lawful, laudable ambition,
and allawless ambition, the last will generally be intended.
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A vicious man, then, is a slave in every country. Man
becomes a slave by his vices.

18. It has been said of Napoleon, that he exclaimed to
the following purpose, speaking of the princes and nobles of
Europe: "why do they complain of me? they wanted goTd, I
fed them and they were obsequious to my wishes; I found slaves
made to my hand.'

19. But although the laws of this country are founded
on principles of justice, they are also, marked with a high
degree of lenity and mildness, whether they be viewed in re-
lation to the turpitude of crime, or in comparison with the
laws of other countries.

20. Crimes, which expose to a comparative trifling
penalty, here, in other countries are punished with death.

Therefore I say the government of this country is predi-
cated on the supposition of a people distinguished for their
intelligence and moral virtue.

21. These constitute the national character corresponding
to the nature of the government; which constitutes its prin-
cipal and proper foundation.

22. For let ignorance, corrupt principles, and vicious
habits prevail, and the silken cords
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of a free government will give way to the iron chains of
despotism.

23. The government and laws of this country, while they
scrupulously guard the rights of each individual, address
themselves, powerfully to the virtue and intelligence of the
people; and at once encourage, and rely upon them.

24. Intelligence and virtue, therefore, constitute, in
an eminent sense, that national character, which corresponds
to the nature of this government.

It is important, therefore, that these he promoted in
order to preserve the government.

25. Otherwise the character of the nation will not cor-
respond to the nature of the government, neither will the nature
of the government correspond to the character of the nation.
And when this is the case they cannot long continue together.

26. It is manifest that it is both absurd, and dangerous
to the safety of a community, for laws, from their principles
and character, to address themselves to the intelligence and
virtue of a people, in such a manner as to rely on that virtue
and intelligence, as though they predominated, when that people
are enveloped in ignorance and enslaved to corrupt principles.
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1. Section 4. For the safety of the community, there-
fore, in proportion as ignorance and corrupt principles and
vicious habits abound, laws, from their nature and Character,
must address themselves to the fear of the people, which is
the predominant principle under despotic governments.

2. But, for the sake of argument, I observe further, so
long as laws are founded on principles of justice, they can
injure none, they will encourage, patronise and protect virtue
and punish vice.

3. Such laws are consistent with civil liberty and equally
necessary to the peace and safety of sodiety, in a free gov-
ernment as in any other government.

If vice abound, therefore, these laws may be brought into
more tigorous operation without changing any of their features.

4. One great distinction between the laws of a free gov-
ernment established in wisdom, and those of an arbitrary,
despotic government, is this, that the laws of the former are
founded in principles of justice, and those of the latter
often originate in caprice, and often partake of a spirit of
monopoly, avarice and ambition; and bear down with the hand
of oppression, indiscriminately, upon the virtuous and vicious.
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5. Laws, characterized by such a spirit, address them-
selves, indeed, to the fears of the people; for, as there
are no bounds to these corruptL principles, so, a people
bound down udder laws originating in them, can set no bounds,
in the mind, to the oppression to which they may be subjected.
In such a state of things virtue is not a guarantee against
oppression.

6. But it is true, that laws of such terrible features
are not necessary to the peace and safety of a community how-
ever ignorant or demoralized it may be. Laws circumscribed
by a principle of justice are as effectual, as any laws can
be, to preserve the peace and safety of any community.

7. To these remarks I reply, the prevalence of ignor-
ance, corrupt principles and vicious habits, tends directly
to the subversion of civil liberty.

8. Because the predominance of these introduces a state
of society, from, or out of which, laws originating in caprice;
partaking of a spirit of monopoly, avarice and ambition, will
naturally and inevitably arise and come into operation. If
the fountain be corrupt, the stream will be corrupt also.
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9. Besides, a people lf such a character are enslaved
by their vices; and, althou0, they be subjected to just laws;
through their operation, this slavery is made to appear, and
they are made to feel it. Their slavery originates in them-
selves, and not in the law. Slavery originates in the law,
when the law originates in corrupt principles.

10. Besides, the strength of the law diminishes in
proportion as corrupt principles and vicious habits abound,
therefore, the prevalence of these least to anarchy and ruin.

11. Finally, through the abounding of ignorance and
vice, the mild, lenient features in this government, and in
the laws, in which our liberty and freedom, in a great measure
consist, and for which, in a peculiar manner, the laws ad-
dress themselves to the virtue of the people; and, also, rely
on it, would of necessity be obliterated; and thelaws would,
on the most favorable supposition, assume alonore stern, severe
aspect, otherwise they would be trampled under foot and turned
into licentiousness.

12. The important inference, from these very plain re-
marks, is, that vice and freedom cannot exist together; that
slavery and vice are as inseparable as case and effect; that
educa-
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tion calculated to inspire the: Tlind with pure moral sentiments,
and produce a general diffusian -of useful intelligence through
every grade of society, is of ti-ae highest tmportance in this
country.

1. Section 5. It has beer said under this particular
head that in pmportion as peopTe become vicious and corrupt,
laws are addressed to their fears.

2. Laws originating in corrupt principles are addressed
to the fears of all who are bound under them; but laws founded
in justice address themselves to the fears of the vicious only;
or, has law a regenerating power?*

3. All just laws, powerfully address themselves to the
virtuous sense and rational facul-

*The force of this question, in this connection, which
may be considered a curious one, is, whether laws, which from
their character or features, address themselves to the noble
principles of human nature, as though these principles were
in operation or had influence on the mind, can be depended
upon as effectual in exciting and bringing into action those
principles, when, in fact, the mind is lost to their influence,
through the prevalence of vicious principles and habits. If
this can be done with safety, then, it is not always necessary
that law be addressed to the fear of a vicious man.
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ties of mankind where these exist and are influential, and in
the strongest language appeal to them for obedience.

4. And if I may risk an opinion in regard to the prin-
ciples and motives, which ought to influence those who are
app(inted to make laws, one important object should be to en-
courage virtue by appealing, through the features of the laws,
to the noblest principles of human nature, as though these
principles were in operation, in all cases, in which it may
be done with safety to the community.

5. And another object of equal importance is to guard
against endangering the welfare and safety of the community
by presuming too much on the influence of moral principle
and reason, upon the mind, when all the faculties are sub-
verted by engrossed with, and subjected to corrupt principles
and vicious habits.

6. By way of elucidation of this remark, I observe, a
bahkrupt or insolvent law, in its operatton arrests the pro-
gress of justice in civil prosecutions, and most wisely, too,
when its operation affects the proper object of such a law,
i. e. a poor man; because in such a case, nothing remains for
civil justice to act upon. Such a law, therefore, is in
perfect accordance with the principles af civil liberty.
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7. But a law, whichin its operation arrests the pro-
gress of justice, ought, without doubt, tc be enacted with
the greatest precaution, lest it become the patTon of fraud
and dishonesty, and thereby be instrumental in prostrating
public morals, and of destroying that confidence among men
so essential to social happiness.

B. In making such a law, thereforethe strength of
moral principle in the community should doubtless be most
seriously considered.

9. Again; the discretionary power, in the hands of
executive officers of government, to remit., partially or
wholly, sentences of courts of justice against high handed
offenders against the laws, should no doubt, be exercised with
the greatest caution.

10. For unless such remittance be followed by refor-
mation in the object of it, while it i5 no benefit to the per--
son in whose favor it is made, it is, manifestly, highly
prejudicial to the welfare of the community.

11. For laws possess no power to change the heart, other-
wise politic or civil law is more efficacious than the maral
law of God. "The letter killeth." .

12. But the moral sense possessed less or
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more by most men; the exercise of the rational faculties;
the strong regard to peace and respectability are powerful
motives to the practice of virtue, and strong barriers against
the progress of vice.

13. The faithul execution of just laws greatly
strengthen these motives, and make the barriers amainst vice
more formidable.

The strength of these motives diminishes as vice increases.
Corrupt, vicious principles gain strenoth by indulgence

and become confirmed by habit.
14. The faithful execution of just laws has a

powerful tendency to suppress vicious indulgences and corrupt
habits. If the law has not a regenerating power, from the
above remarks it is evident, that it has a reformlng,
preserving power.

15. The faithful execution of law, therefore,
is important; it is higly important in this country to
preserve the purity of morals.

16. But to strengthen the motives to virtue
here spoken of; to render the execution of law more
effizacious, education presents itself as being of far
more importance than any other human means to enlighten
the nind, and early establish it on the principle's and
habit of pure
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morals, and thereby im a cordial acquiescence in the
operation of just laws.

17. In considertng the question further, viz.
has law a regenerating power? Law is effectual tIn
restoring a person from an.abandoned state of vice, to
tha sentiments and the practice of virtue as far as his
reaSon is influenced through its operation, and no.further.

18. But what reason is there in vice? Vice is
f011y, it is madness. Hence it is, that he who is
utterly abandoned to vicious principles and practices,
is very seldom reclaimed by the operation of law.

19. Hence it is that those nations, wich have
enjoyed a high degree of civil liberty, whose laws,
no doubt, were calculated to encourage and patronize
virtue; when-once degenerated into a state of general
corruption in principle and practice, instead of being
reclaimed to a character suited to tho enjoyment of
theirtivil liberty, through the operation of law,
have becoMe a prey to the overwhelming power of
despotism.
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her mouth; till virtue was scouted for a dotard; hunted like
a deer in the wilderness; and persecuted ta death.

21. And till a people renowned for their patriottism,
virtue and civil liberty; became equally notorious for their
corruption, degradation and slavery.

With these remarks in view, the question under consid
eration might be left for every one to drew his own conclutsion.

22. But it may be further remarked, that severe punish-
newt, tyrannically and wantonly infllcted, instigated bv
caprice, jealousy and hatred, without discrimination as zo
degrees of crime, or between wickedness and weakness, tends
directly to harden, not reform mankind.

23. Hence Montesquieu, (if I recollect r$ghtly,) me-
marked, "that under a government abounding in severe plun4ish-
ment, there crime abounded also." This shows the wretch
condition of a people subjected to the reign of tyranny.

24. Wanton, unfeeling rulers on one hand; ademoralrzad
people on the other; these abound in crime; those in punftsih-
ment; the one enslaved to pride and hatred; the other stuptified,
degraded and hardened in corrupt principles and criminal
practices.
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25. The filial affections in the subject, and the 3ar-
ental love on the part of the ruler, are no more than a
creature of the brain, nay, more, a mere creature of the
tongue; in the subject threugh fear, in the ruler through
hypocrisy. In the people, fear is their loyalty, vice their
practice, and misery their inheritance; in the ruler, pride
and avarice are their patriotism, tyranny their rule, and
infamy their end.

26. But just laws have a similar effect on a man utterly
abandoned to vice; by him they are viewed as tyranny. In the
view of a vicious man, just laws are tyranny.

27. Are not laws to prevent intemperance, tyranny in the
view of the besotted drunkard? Are not laws to preserve the
observance of equity and justice, in the intercourse between
men, tyranny in view of those hardened in the practice of
fraud and dishonesty, swindling and gambling? Are not laws
for the preservation of moral virtue, tyranny in view of those
hardened in the practice of dissipation and profanity? Then,
in the view of a vicious man, just laws are tyranny.

26. The inference is, that through the abounding of vice,
people become restless under the administration of justice;
vice, like the
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horse-leach, crying give, give, forever demands a relaxation
frar the law of justice and equity, which are at the founda-
eon] of all order and social happiness. Therefore vice tends
.itv anarchy; and anarchy leads directly to tyranny.

29. But why does anarchy lead to tyranny? Anarchy is
dlirectly opposed to wholesome or sound government. It is the
reverse of government. It is a desperate state in the body
politic, threatening immediate ruin, unless powerfully and
immediately arrested.

30. The body politic becomes diseased through ignorance
amd, vice, and will not yield to the mild authority or equit-
able and just laws; like the human body under the influence
of a desperate disease; which requires the immediate applica-
tiom of the most decisive and powerful prescriptions to
rescue it from immediate death.

31. This state, therefore, prepares the way for the
exercise of the strong arm of arbitrary power; and this opens
the way for the introduction of tyranny.

32. For history informs us, that those who have gotten
this power over a people, into their hands, have been too
ccenerally disposed to hold it; and establish a government
calculated to gratify avarice and ambition; and such a
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government is tyranny. Indeed there are too few exceptions
to this general truth. Hence Mr. Jefferson observes, "that
history, in regard to government, furnishes us with the know-
ledge of bad government, and that our knowledge of good gov-
ernment, derived from this source, will be very imperfect."

33. idithOUt speaking to the prejudice of those, who
have filled with honor exalted stations, by an able and faith-
ful discharge of the duties connected with these stations, or
pretending to mention the precise number of those, who have
honorably sustained the trial of the possession of uncontrolled
influence over a people; history justifies the remark, that
while untried patriots have been numerous; and while millions
of men have shown the animalcourage to face the instruments
of death in the field of battle:

34. Few, very few, have been the instances of those in
possession of this power or influence over a people, who have
shown,the moral virtue, the pure amor patriae, to exercise
this power, or yield it to that people, as their interest
required, without yielding to the influence of avarice and
ambition, in behalf of themselves and their families, at the
expense of the interest of that people.
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35. The consideration of the very few instances of this

kind, ought to be a solemn admonition to a free people to be
vigilant in preserving their rights lest they fall into bad

hands.
It may be proper to bring the foregoing course of reasoning

into one view. In view of a vicious man, then, just laws are
-tyranny, therefore, vice leads to anarchy; and anarchy leads

directly to absolute tyranny.
36. Therefore, to conclude this particular head, in order

that laws be successfully addressed to the virtue of the people,
virtuous sentiments must influence that people; the noble prin-
ciples of human nature must be kept in operation. For this

!purpose education is of infinite importance, and on its promotion
depends the preservation of civil liberty in this country.

1. Section 6. But vice is degrading in its nature and
stupifying in its effects.

A people sunk into a state of ignorance and vice, under

-the influence of corrupt principles and habits, are degraded

in their feelings and character, insensible to and regardless

of their civil rights and privileges and under value them;
and become an easy prey to corrupt, ambitious, avaricious,

designing men.
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2. cDTherefore the importance of education is strongly

urged on the mind from a consideration of the structure of this

government.
Said Washington, "in proportion as the structure of goy-

ernment gives energy to public sentiment, that sentiment ought

to be enlightened.
3. No other government on earth gives so mich energy to

public sentiment as the government of the United States. This

consists in the influence reserved in the hands of the people

over the functionaries, officers, or agents of government.
4. This influence is secured to the people in the elective

franchise, amimportant trait in the structure of government.

This influence is strengthened and perfected by a provision

of government, securing to the people the promulgation and
inspection of all public acts.

5. No other people on earth have such a powerful con-

troLover their own destiny as a body politic, as the people

of this country.
As has been already observed, the structure of the gov-

ernment affords to the people the strongest guarantee for

its Preservation, in its purity, and also the important
privileges of civil liberty connected with it.
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6. But through the energy or influence which is given
to this sentiment by the structure of government, this
guarantee, in a very important sense, is made to rest on
the shoulders of the people. So that their destiny is put
in their own hands.

7. The executive and legislative functionaries of
government receive their authority from the hand of the
people, and this often, to be held but a short time, until
an opportunity occurs again, enabling the people to revise
the administration and shape it according to their own will,
and in conformity to the principles of government.
-2 8. Opportunities of this kind, at stated periods occur
successively, through the elective franchise. So that if
the people are faithful to.themselves, they have it in their
power, effectually, to guard the operations of government
against the influence of corrupt principles.

9. Because, although the people in this country have
no power to dictate to those in office or to resist legis-
lative acts, while in force, any more than the people of
England, France, Germany, Russia, or Turkey have power to
resist the proceedings of their rulers, still,
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when they find that those in office, act contrary to the
principles of the constitution; that they are influenced by
ambition, avarice, a spirit of monopoly and self-aggrandize-
ment, they have it in their power, through the elective
franchise, to put them out of office before any serious in-
jury can arise:

10. And the better to exercise this power for the
preservation of government in the purity of its principles,
for the welfare and safety of the community; in conformity to
a provision of government, legislative proceedings are to be
made public for the inspection of the people.

11. I know very well that the people Of this country
in general are not indebted to me for the knowledge of these
general facts. And the greater the number who are correctly
informed in:regard to their privileges the better.

12. Every citizen ought to understand the nature and
extent of his privileges; and be duly sensible of this highly
important fact, that there is left, in the possession of the
people of this country, an influence over the management of
their political and civil concerns, whiCh no other people on
eatth are permitted to hold.

13. And at the same time no people on
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earth are under greater obligation to respect their
rulers than the people of this country. They are of
their own immediate choice. It is their duty to put
confidence in them, also. But they do not owe to
their rulers a blind sycophantic flattery; neither is
it the duty of an American citizen to put a blind un-
limited confidence in rulers.

14. On the contrary it is an important duty to
examine as far as may be, into the motives and prin-
ciples of public officers and to watch over the man-
agement of their common and public interests.

15. And if they find that their confidence has
been misplaced, it is among the most important of their
duties, as citizens, to be at their post On the next
election day, and, if possible, make a better choice.

16. The days of election are the important days,
on which the people are enabled to guard themselves
against the,abuse of power by choosing men to hold
places of trust, who will be faithful to the interest
of the people at large; by excluding the corrupt, the
ambitious the avaricious, the selfish monopolizer, the
hypocritical politicians from office.

17. These days are the American jubilees

225

on which the citizens repair to the temple of liberty
to perform a sacred rite. Can a true patriot or a
christian neglect or trifle with this rite? If so, a
man may be a true patriot and yet trifle with the vital
interest of his country; and a man may be a christian
and yet neglect and trifle with his primary duty en-
joined by the first law of nature, which is the law of
God, self-preservation.

18. This rite must be performed with pure hands,
and an enlightened head; otherwise that sacred rite,
intended for our salvation will be converted into an
instrument of our destruction. Would we realize the
importance of this privilege, look abroad; and behold
the nations of the earth groaning under bondage for
the want of it and the necessary qualifications to use it.

19. Are privileges like these a price of small
value, put into the hands of the people? Is it a matter
of small consequence whether the people do their duty in
the exercise of their rights or not?

20. It is a matter of so much consequence, that
their very existence as a free people depends upon their
doing their, duty by availing themselves of the rights
and privileges secured to them in the structure of gov-
ernment.
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The people then owe to themselves, to their counLry,
and to posterity, a most important duty.

21. But are these privileges designed for an ig-
norant, corrupt, vicious, people?

And are such a people capable of improving them so
as to preserve them and enjoy the benefits resulting
from them? Certainly they are not. The power or in-
fluence I am speaking of, then, is predicated on the
supposition of a people highly distinguished for general
intelligence, and refined sentiments of moral virtue.

22. Because a people possessed of important priv-
leges, in order to preserve, and duly prize them, must
know, and be duly sensible of their value and worth.
This an ignorant, corrupt people are incapable of doing.
The principles of government and the highest interest
of the people of this country go hand in hand.

23. Let them be duly enlightened and there would
-be no difference of opinion among nine-tenths of them.
They would cling to the government and a pure admin-
istration of it as to the ark of their political safety.

24. Rulers conforming in their adminis-
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tration to the principles of government are supported
more strongly by the people in proportion as they are
enlightened and in proportion as intelligence is gen-
erally diffused.

25. OpThe cause of division and discontent is
directly opposite here to that in Europe: here, it
is ignorance, there it is information; here it is
darkness, there it is light. Hence the great policy
of the despots of Europe is to keep their subjects in
ignorance.

26. It is said of Morello, the Spanish commander
against South-America, that, in Carraccas, he put to
death, those who could read! and of the Emperor of
Austria that, in answer, to an address from the professors
of the Lyceum at Laybach he replied "I do not want for
learned men." And as a proof of this sentiment, and
a comment upon it, he suppressed the Lancasterian
schools within his Italian dominions as being too sp-?.edy
a mode of instruction.

27. But rulers in this country, acting in conform-
ity to the principles of government, court the light of
the people.

28. 4$But it is important that the intelligence
be general and universal, collateral with the popular
influence and right of suffrage.
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29. A monopoly of the advantages of education;
a monopoly of information are as dangerous to the
safety of this government in its purity as a monopoly
of wealth. The monopoly of the one tends to the mon-
opoly of the other, and the monopoly of either or both
tends to aristocracy.

30. It is important that the general and universal
enjoyment of the means of education be provided for on
the most liberal principles.

31. The disparity of talents and abilities among
men will produce, in a community in which every man is
free to pursue his own buniness in his own way, a suf-
ficient disparity in regard to wealth and learning.
To aid this disparity, on principles of monopoly, by
legislative acts, tends directly to counteract the
pure principles of this government and prostrate the
liberties of the people.

1. Section 7. The right of suffrage will be
further considered. The important privilege reserved
to the people through the elective franchise, by means
of which, their influence extends to the most important
offices in government is predicated on the supposition
of a people distinguished for their intelligence and
purity of moral sentiments, because such
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a people only are capable of exercising this right in
such a manner as to preserve the administration of the
government in conformity to its principles.

2. This, a corrupt, ignorant, vicious, people
are not capable of doing, neither will they be dis-
posed to do it.

3. An intelligent virtuous man will go to the
ballet-box well informed as to the character of the
man he is to support. He will aim to support men for
officers distinguished for their abilities; for their
private virtues; their firm attachment to the genuine
principles of government; and for their patriotism.

4. He will take care not to be led astray by
hollow and hypo.,:ritical sounds in praise of freedom
and liberty made by designing ambitious men.

5. He will be duly influenced by tnis important
truth, that men destitute of private virtue are gen-
erally hypocritical in their preensions to public
virtue.

6. But an ignorant man is exposed to be misled;
and a corrupt, vicious man is exposed to misjudge.
Such a man is exposed to be governed by caprice and
his own misguided
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humor, He will support his friends, i. e. men of a
character resembling his own.

7. An ignorant, vicious man is insensible to
his own interest and regardless of the interest of his
country. He is degraded in his character and feelings;
and an easy prey to overbearing, corrupt, designing
men. Sophistry and varnished falsehood may have as
much weight with him as truth and sound argulnent. He
is subject to flattery; for ignorance is easily flat-
tered and corruption greedily swallows it.

8. Therefore, it is from the prevalence of ig-
norance, corrupt principles and vicious habits, that
corrupt, hypocritical, flattering, hollow-hearted,
monopolising, ambitious, avaricious, self-aggrandizing,
designing men, rise into office:

9. Willingly ignorant of, and insensible to, the
pure principles of the government of this country;
vicious in private life, and trampling under foot sal-
utary acts intended to suppress vice, to encourage
virtue, and increase social happiness; and thus by a
kind of re-action they feed that corruption from whence
they originated.

10. Who sacrifice the rights and liberties of
their fellow-citizens to avarice and ambition, and
revel on the victim.

231

Who regard the rights ank; liberties of the people
as a polluted, polluting debauchee regards the virtue
of his mistress.

11. In such a state of things our constitution
would be of as much avail against oppression, in fact,
as paper bulwarks would be to resist the progress of
a cannon ball.

In the remarks made in regard to law, it was taken
for granted that it was conformable to justice and the
original principles of government.

12. That law be thus conformable, depends much
on the faithfulness of the people to themselves, in
putting men into office, who will make them so; other-
wise the principles of government will be one thing,
and those, who are appointed to administer it and laws,
originating in their acts, another.

13. The people derive the benefit of the prin-
ciples of government through the operation of law; but
if it be not conformable,to the spirit of these prin-
ciples, then these principles become, to the people,
a dead letter, and the law, in its spirit, a distinct
thing.

14. Is it not important, then, that the people
be enlightened and virtuous, that they may be able and
disposed to choose men of the first
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ability, of enlightened and enlarged understanding,and virtuous sentiments to make law? and for thesepurposes is not education a subject of great impoc-
tance to this country?

15. That the functionaries of government, whoseexistence as public characters, and whose authorityoriginate in the choice of the people, who arise soimmediately and continually from the body of the people,as is the case in this country, should possess charac-ters stamped with a moral complexion somewhat analogousto the character of that body, from which they emanate,is a proposition as conclusive, as that a man cannotact against himself, or contrary to his own will.
16. If "simi.lis simiii gandet, " (i. e. man ispleased with his likeness,) be a maxim founded in truth,then, those in office whose authority originates in thechoice of the people, and whose promotion proceeds fromthe predominant will of that people, will show, in their

characteristic features, the insignia of their origin.
17. While presenting to view a state of things sodeplorable, so destructive to civil liberty, and alsothe cause which would produce it in this country it issincerely hoped
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and ardently desired, that this state of things willhave nocmore than an imaginary existence forever.
18. It is a cons:Jeration of high satisfaction

that, during the short period of our existence as anation, the genuine principles of government ve beenkept in view, and the general interests of the peoplehave p?'Aominated; that if, in paricular instances,principles arise into power, diverse from these im-
portant objects, the eye of the public has been vigi-lant in discovering the ruinous tendency of this dele-terious influence; and through the promptitude of thepeople in the exercise of their privileges, in connec-tion with the other strong guarantees in the structureof government against the abuse of power, disordershave been, thus far, as opportunity has presented,
rectified.

19. And it is a source of high satisfaction toevery true friend to his country, that in the adminis-tration of our public concerns, although a few individ-
uals have been consigned to oblivion, through a de-fection of principle and tonduct, characters have beenbrought to light, in numerous instances, illustriousfor their abilities and talents; illustrious for theirpatriotism; illustrious for their public and privatevirtues;
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and who are honored with the respect and gratitude of
their countrymen.

20. To perpetuate the auspicious state of things,
in our political concerns, which has thus far been
preserved; to preserve the administration of govern-
ment in conformity to the purity of its principles, by
strengthening the foundation on which it rests, by pro-
moting the intelligence and virtue of the people; to
avoid the deplorable consequences resulting from a
people enveloped in ignorance and enslaved by corrupt
principles and vicious habits, the means of education
should be universally .njoyed, as the most powerful
of any, within the compass of human exertion, for these
important purposes.

21. To promote these, then, is a duty of vast
importance, which parents, guardians and legislators
owe to themselves, to the country, to posterity, and
to the world.

1. Section 8. The provision for laying the pro-
ceedings of government open to the inspection of the
people is predicated on the supposition of a people
distinguiShed for their virtue and intelligence.

2. To use arguments in order to show the necessity
that a people, for whose, benefit this
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provision was made, should be.generally and liberally
furnished with literary instruction, lat they may be
able to see; and under the influence of pure moral
sentiments, that they may be able to judge, and thereby
avail themselves of the benefits originally 'ntended
by it:

3. And to use arguments to show, that the object
of this provision would be lost to an ignorant people;
would be as useless as to use arguments to prove, that
a man must have eyesight in order to enjoy the light
of the sun, or that the light of the sun is of very
little use to a blind man.

4. In one or two points of view this provision is
important, which ought to be noticed, in order to show
how much the welfare of, this country is concerned in
the people's being qualified to improve it.

5. This provision and a due improvement of it are
important in order to qualify the people wisely, judici-
ously and intelligently, to direct the influence secured
to them in the elective franchise.

6. Not that every man is supposed to be capable
of judging of the merits and demerits of all public
acts; of forseeing the consequence of the operation of
law, in all its bearings on
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public and private interest; because this would be todo more than legislators themselves do in some cases.7. But the people of this country, generally,ought to be, by .all means, correctly informed in re-gard to the rights and privileges secured to them inthe structure of government; and so far enlightenedin regard to public men and measures as to be able toexercise these rights in such a manner as to preservethe government in the purity of its principles.8. And to be able to do this much, requires apeople, who have been highly distinguished in theirearly days with the means of literary instruction, andwho, also, have made a good use of these means; andto be disposed to do this much, requires a peoplehighly distinguished for their virtue.
9. IThis provision is important, as the people,beina duly qualified by their intelligence and virtue,to make a proper use of it, are hereby constituted, inan eminent sense, centinels of their own welfare,. safety, and interest, to guard them against the en-croachments of a spirit of monopoly, avartce and am-bition.
10. And if the people be duly enlightened
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and influenced by.pfttriotic and pure moral sentiments;this is a centinel, than which none is more dreaded by,or terrible to, these eternal enemies to social happi-ness and equal liberty.
11. But if the people beignorant, corrupt, orvicious they thereby become at once leagued with thesedemons; pride, avarice, and ambition, from which haveoriginated the tyranny despotism, oppression and humanwretchedness, which have been the scourge of the humanrace in every age.
12. Then, this centinel, being blind, will notbe feared, and being corrupt will not be terrible, andthese demons will stork at large over this highlyfavoured land, unalarmed, unmolested and crush theliberties of her children to the dust.13. The rage for office, the ambition and avarice,the monopolizing s-pirit, which manifest themselves inthis country, those eternal enemies to equal justice,to the general interest and happiness of the people,will sweep from the face of the land the blessings of afree government as with a besom of destruction; unlessthe people by their intelligence and moral virtue,stand firm against them, as the rocks of the shoreagainst the raging ocean.
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14. And future generations groaning under the
burthen of despotism shall read with melancholy aston-
ishment "hicjacet " written on the ruins of our liberty,
and tomb stone of our murdered freedom.

15. And contemplating, through the medium of
history, the virtues and achievements of our illustri-
ous ancestors, shall deeply deplore the slavery of their
children, and the prostration of the glorious monument
of their arduous labors through the degeneracy of their
sons!

1. Section 9. The reflections suggested by the
foregoing remarks on education in regard to the public
welfare, urging the importance of education, will be
briefly noticed.

2. Something more is required in order that a
nation may enjoy the blessings of a free government,
than the introduction and establishment of it. The
promotion and preservation of a national character
suited to the government are indispensabe to preserve
and enjoy the blessings of freedom.

3. 40While the permanent establishment of free
governments in South America, is great'iy desired; it
remains a question, whether the great principles of
such a government,
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viz, free universal suffrage modified only on the
ground of moral worth and competent intelligence; the
supremacy of the popular will expressed by a majority
of such suffrage; provision for the control of the
people over the public functionaries; by a frequent
revision, become the established laws of such govern-
-ment in that hemisphere.

4. Or, which is the samething, whether the people
of South America attain to that purity of morals and
correct information indispensable to the preservation
and enjoyment of a government founded upon these prin-
ciples.

5. Why did not France preserve a free government
when lately it was adopted by her? She was not wanting
in valor; in splendid and glorious military achievements;
in expenditure of blood and treasure to do this.

6. But was not a national character suited to
such a government, inspired and confirmed in early life
by education, wanting as the principal cause of the
loss of her liberty although other causes conspired to
effect this.

7. 1The nobility of arbitrary governments are too
proud; and tke populace are too ignorant to presere and
enjoy freedom and liberty.

8.Overgrown monarchies, like the dege-
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nerate sons of an illustrious family, retain little

or no characteristic of their ancestors except their

folly and pride. Like proud men they will sooner break

than bend.
9. Hence it has seldom happened that they have

changed for the!_republican form. Owing to the prev-
alence of vice it has much oftener happened that re-

publics have fallen under the iron hand of despotism.
10. 40This national character consists in general

intelligence, in a cordial acquiescence in laws founded

on principles of equal justice, in distinction from
perfect liberty, in a spirit of due subordination, in

opposition to licentiousness in honesty and industry,
in a faithful discharge of social obligations; finally,

in cherishing and practising every private and social

virtue.
11. IlThe importance of a public national charac-

ter supported by valor; by the ability and wisdom dis-

played in diplom&tic correspondence; progressive im-

provement in works of public utility; the increase of

wealth, is readily acknowledged.
12. But it is very much questioned whether an

instance can be produced of these prospering long in

a nation nominally free, but abandoned to the reign

of vice and ignorance.
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13. Suppose the splendor of our arms dazzled

ths2 world; the increase of our wealth and progress of

public works be without precedent; suppose our rugged
mountains were smoothed by high wrought turnpikes
before the rolling vehicles of pleasure; the channels
of commerce subjected to the perfection of art; that

our majestic rivers presented to the passenger the

ease and safety of canals; that our inland navigation
extended from the Atlantic, through the vast country
of the west, without interruption to New-Orleans.

14. Suppose that our immense merchandize passed
unin;.errupted in all directions over perfect wrought
turnpikes, rail roads or canals, and magnificent
splendid bridges; that the magnificence and splendor

of our architecture reminded us of the imaginary
achievements of Alladin,

15. Suppose this state of things associated
with general corruption in principle and neglect of

morality and religion while a few informed heads
directed these, and the mass of the people were sunk

into a state of brutish ignorance.
16. What would all this avail, if the founda-

tion of government were imperceptibly un-
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dermined Iv those all destroying reptiles, ignorance,
corruption, or vice.

17. Might not such a nation be compared to a
splendid palace converted into a brothel house,
beautiful indeed without; but occupied by a gaudy
race, votaries of lawless pleasure, whose intimate
associates are wretchedness and misery, whose com-
panions are in the depths of hell.

18. Are any incredulous on this point? I in-
vite their attention to Egypt; to Babylon; to Rome,
to China, which in mechanic arts, in some respects
rises above most na'cions upon earth: but in regard
to moral and literary qualifications her inhabitants
are as well fitted for the preservation and enjoyment
of civil liberty as our horses and oxen.

19. To the glittering temples and dyked gardens
of Mexico, previous to its invasion by Spain, inhab-
ited by a race of idolaters and cannibals:

20. Also to modern Italy, a garden by nature,
"where fruits and flowers promiscuous rise, and the
whole year in gay confusion lies:" But in a moral
and civil point of view sunk in the depths of bar-
barism.

21. VIndeed the history of mankind pre-
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sents, in strong colors, lessons highly important for
the United States to consider, viz.

22. The improvement in art is not an exact cri-
terion by which to mark the progress of civilization.
Grandeur and happiness are two distinct things. The
real strength of a nation is not to be estimated by
the splendor of her works.

23. Were I easily floatingalong the tide of opinion
reducej to practice, I would not introduce, in this con-
nectio following questions, viz. Do not lotteries
do more injury by their demoralizing influence, than
they do good by accelerating the progress of public
works?

24. Are they not to the body politic, what ardent
spirits are to the human body, wMch give a sudden and
unnatural impulse to the animal spirits, but leave them
lower ti,;; they found them; which bloat the body, but
prey on its vitals.

25. Vublic improvement must be attended to; it
is important. But woe to this country, when that national
character which has been more largely exhibited in former
parts of this essay, and very briefly delineated above,
as constituting the principal foundation on which this
government rests, shall be neglected.
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26. The rising generation must 1-ie initiated into
it, into all the parts of it, through the influence
and operation of a wise, liberal system of education.

27. 41A people under an arbitrary, hereditary
government, confirmed in a character suited to, cr in-
separable from, such a government, subject,themselves
to infinite labor, extreme difficulty and hazard, in
attempting to change it for a free government.

28. Independent of various and weighty interests,
which, in such a government, will always present a
determined opposition to such an-attempt, were nothing
else wanting, a want of a national character might be
sufficient to produce a failure of their object.

29. The justness of this remark is mulifest.
I. From the failure of France in her late attempt to
effect a permanent establishment of a free government.

II. Also from the recent movements in tha south
of Europe particularly in Naples.

III. From the long protracted war of South America,
which, but for the degraded state of ignorance in which
the people were held, would have been commenced and
ended long before it began.
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30. IV. From the conspiracy of emperors and kings
against the liberties of mankind in the east; which, in
prosecuting her deeply concerted and widely extended
plans of self aggrandizement, carries her manifesto,
conceived in the deepest hypocrisy and exhibited in the
smooth fascinatimg language of sophistry, in one hand;
and the deadly weapon of death in the other.

31. Proclaiming herself the holy bulwark in de-
fence of justice, of religion, of the divine right of
-kings, of civil order and social happiness, against
fanaticism, anarchy and licentiousness; but, who threat-
ens extermination to every nation, within the reach of
her do.stroying power, which claims the right to manage
its own affairs without her approbation.

32. Setting up her own will as the law of God on
earth, prostrating the long recognized bounds of states
and empires; she pushes her formidable military columns
into foreign dominions, and on the sole ground of self-
created right, in the midst of a people who know her
not, and who acknowledge her not, by any legalized
right, dictates government and law at the point of the
sword.

33. Thus explicitly declaring to the world
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that nothing but the want of power shall prevent her
from bringing every nation upon earth at her feet.

34. Developing the terrible features of her
character, and displaying the formidable ramifications
of her despotism, as the increasing light of man dis-
closes a spirit of independence and desire of civil
liberty, by force, she holds millions of the human
race in bondage.

35. From the obstinacy, the relentless, ex-
terminating principle, the tremendous sufferings, the
desolating bloody scenes connected with the Greek
revolution.

36. It is easy to imagine the extreme difficulty
and hazard to which a nation, subjected to a power so
formidable, under the influence of which, she received
her education, exposes herself in attempting to throw
off the chains of despotism, and introduce a govern-
ment securing the blessings of civil liberty.

37. Within the short space of the lives of those,
who have been, and who still live to be, spectators of
passing events, the different nations of Europe have
struggled for an improvement in their political and
civil condition. They have wasted their blood and
treasures to obtain the political, civil and religious
privileges enjoyed here, but in vain.
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38. Like the elephant caught in the pit, by

their ineffectual struggles and the lacerations of
their enemies they were wearied into subjection and
flattered into obedience; and like the fly in the
spider's web, the more they struggled the more they
were entangled, until they were completely subdued.

39. What they have fought for; what they have
fondly dreamed of; what they have eagerly grasped after;
has eluded them like the visionary dreams of joy. Driven
from their fond hopes by the iron hand of their masters,
they have awoke and found themselves in chains.

40. The mind, tortured with systematic tyranny
and dazzling splendor on the one hand, degradation and
slavery on the other, with constant alarms, insurrections,
seditions, rebellion and subjugation trembling between
hope and fear, in view of the situation of eastern
nations, still clinging to a lingering hope for the
improvement of their condition, turns with joy to the
United States, where equal justice, freedom and liberty
have taken up their abode, and associate in harmonious
friendship.

41. Where rulers and subjects are one in heart,
interest and object; their own happiness

113



248

and the general happiness and welfare of the people;
where virtue alone is the badge of honor; and vice,
only, is an enemy; and tyranny a stranger; where dis-
content and rebellion arise only from gnorance and
vice; and where light secures every heart and hand in
support of government.

42. But, is it so? Is there such a striking
contrast between the despotism of the east and the
government of the United States? It is so, if the
government be administered according to the purity
of its principles; and it will be so administered if
the people are faithful to themselves.

43. And they will be thus faithful, if, in
early life, the mind be furnished with that intelli-
gence, and inspired idifh those exalted public and
private virtues, through the operation and influence
of a well concerted plan of education, faithfully
applied, which intelligence and virtues constitute
that national character suited to this government,
being the principal foundation on which it rests.

44. In a comparative view of the governments
of the east, and the liberal principles of the gov-
ernment of this country; the importance of education
presents itself in the strong-
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est light, under a consideration that it is the
prirnum mobile,. to which we are to look, as an human
means, for the preservation of the government.

45. Especially, under a consideration, that
when a free government is once lost it is lost for-
ever; or, at best, the people, thus fallen, are
doomed to pass through numerous age; of intellectual
darkness, demoralization, political tyranny and civil
oppression.

1. Section 10. There are a number ofather con-
siderations, too important to be altogether unnoticed,
showing the importance of education in regard to the
public welfare in this country.

2. But as this essay has already gone far beyond
the limits at firSt assigned it, the remaining topics
will be very briefly c(Jsidered.

3. Education is important in this country as the
means of producing a more rapid progress in the improve-
ment of art.

4. The general diffusion of knowledge and intelli-
gence should correspond to the general freedom of thought
and action, in order that these may be directed to val-
uable purposes; to-the promotion of individual happiness,
and the prosperity and independence of the country.
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5. We begin at thewrong end, by turning our at-
tention to the improvement of the face of the country;
of domestic animals, and the various mechanical pursuits,
and neglect the improvement, the refinement and exalta-
tion of the mind. For the moral and intellectual im-
provement of this conduces more than any thing else to
human happiness; and lays the foundation of every other
improvement.

6. Let the means of instruction in the elements
of literature and science be generally diffused and
improved, that the foundation may be laid in early life
for the acquisition of useful and general knowledge,
and the consequence will be a rapid progress in the arts
necessary for the convenience and happiness of life.

7. The principles and productions of nature will
be successfully, investigated, the sources of wealth
will be explored and rapidly brought into operation and
use. Each individual will be able to draw information
from distant sources in aid of the particular branch
he may pursue, and thereby be able to attend to it with
more ease, more success, a.nd produce the fruit of his
industry in greater perfection.

3. Thus while the means of general hap-
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piness is enlarged, our independence in a national
point of view will be greatly increased.

9. The_independence of a people in a very im-
portant sense, is but nominal, who depend on foreign
countries for numerous articles necessary for health,
comfort and convenience.

10. What a broad field for improvement presents
itself in this infant country, to render it, in this
respect,.independent, although the progress of im-
provement, during the short period of its existence
is probably without-a parallel.

11. From-a consideration of the extent of our
territory, education is highly important in this country.

12. In the preceding remarks, the energy given to
the public sentiment by the structure of government; has
been adduced as the ground of argument showing the im-
portance of ed-ucationas the principal means, by which
to furnish the mind with, and establish it in, those
literary, intellectual and moral improvements and vir-
tues so highly essential to the formation and preserva-
tion of a national character suited to this government.

13. And also, so essential to qualify, and dispose
the people to use and direct this influ-
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ence or energy to the preservation of the government,
and the administration of it is con:cormity to the
purity of its principles.

14. The importance of this national character
has been inferred from the consideration that it is,
in an eminent sense, the foundation on which the
government rests.

15. Now as this government, from the structure
of which, this energy is derived to the public sent-
iment, is extended, this energy is extended likewise.

16. In proportion, therefore, to the impertance
of a national character suited to th._ government, in
the same proportion is it, also, mportant, that this
character be co-extensive with the government, and in
proportion as this national character constitutes the
foundation of this government, So, it becomes impor-
tant, highly important, that this foundation be collater-
al with the government: otherwise, the government being
extended, will become weak.

17. These remarks may be illustrated from a con-
sideration of the Indian tribes within the United States.
They constitute a certain proportion of the population
within the limits of her jurisdictiod. But, do they
add to the strength of government? No, because, gener-
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ally, speaking, they are utterly destitute of a charac-
ter suited to the government.

18. Would it be safe to give the rude, barbarous,
uncultivated, benighted mind of the Indian, the energy
or influence, in regard to the administration of gov-
ernment, which through the structure of government is
secured to the enlightened citizens of the United
States? By no means.

19. They are recognized, as a certain description
of population within the jurisdiction of this govern-
ment, by establishing military posts to guard our cit-
izens against them. They add nothing therefore to the
strength of government, in the sense here intended, for
want of a character suited to it.

20. The same arguments will apply in all cases,
with equal force, in which a national character, con-
genial with the principles of the government and the
civil insdtutions of the United States, iS not co-ex-
tensive with the extent and limits of her jurisdiction.

21. It has been the opinion of able civilians
that for safety_ a republican government ought to be
kept within narrow, territorial limits: that from its
nature it is not calculated to be extended Without
danger to the state.

15
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22. This opinion will be found to be correct, too,
in regard to this country, unless provision be made
commensurate with the importance of the subject, to
produce, establish, prespl-ve and extend a national
character suited to the ,vnrnment, strengthen-I and
perfected proportionate to the increase of the popu-
lation, and co-extensive with the jurisdiction.

23. This provision consists chiefly in thp means
of educatton. This national character consisting in
moral virtue, intelligence and a firm attachment to the
government from a knowledge of the superior excellence
of its principles and structure, which character has
been more particularly delineated in former parts of
this essay, ought to constitute; for the safety
of this country, it must constitute a common bond.

24. Nay ffore, it may be considered the only
common bond to hold every citizen, every section of
this country in a cordial acquiescence and support of
government in the purity of its.ioriginal principles,
as the palladium of their liberty, safety and social
happiness.

25. The importance of this subject will appear
in a strong light,'one in which the country is most
deeply interested, from a con-
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sideration of the vast extent of territory already em-
braced within the limits of the jurisdiction of the
United States.

26. And especially from a consideration that this
extent of territory embraces several natural divisions
consisting in extensive ranges of lofty, stupendous
mountains, and majestic, rolling streams.

27. And, also, from a consideration that it em-
braces a great diversity of climate, and consequently
a diversity of natural productions which will give
rise to a great diversity of pursuits, which produce
a diversity of int,:rest and in many respects a diversity
of customs and habits.

28. Unless, therefore, there be some common prin-
ciple uniting these widely separated and diversely sit:-
uated inhabitants together, they-may become foreign to
each other, and; what?

29. -A terr-itory in Europe equal in dimensions to
the territory of the United States, and not more dis-
tinctly marked by natural divisions, embraces several
distinct governments, whose jealousy and the collision
of whose respective interest, threaten, disturb, end
break their peace; and array, in formidable battalion,
the phalanx of war; whiCh spreads its sanguinary rav-
ages oyer the fair face of Europe.
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30. But let this common principle, this national
character, be cultivated, promoted and extended col-
lateral with the extent of our jurisdiction by an at-
tention to education correspondent to its importance.

31. Let this principle influence alike the resi-
dent in the frozen region of the Schoodiac and him,
who dwells on the arid banks of the Sabine: the citizen
who borders on the wilderness of Mackinaw, and him, who
lives on the capes of Florida: the urbane citizen of
the Atlantic shore, and the hardy industrious peasant
overshadowed by the rocky mountain.

32. Then, while, the nations of the east present
their impregnable fortresses; their formidable magazines
of war; their standing armies of hundreds of thousands
of men to keep in subjection their enslaved inhabitants.

33. We will have, in the character of this nation,
in the cordial acquiescence of an enlightened, virtuous
people, in a government of their own choosing, a far
stronger guarantee for the safety and preservation of
civil liberty, which will cost us nothing but the, ed-
ucation of our children.

1. Section 11. Education is important
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from a consideration of the increase of population.
T. Much is said respecting the excellency of

our political and civil institutions. Their exoellency
will not be questioned. Under an auspicious providence
we owe tNem to men eminently entitled to the veneration
of their rfosterity; and under the same pro .:4ence we
owe them. also, to th, peculiar circumstances connected
with their adoption and ef,tablishment. Of these cir-
cumstances my limits permit me not to speak.

2. Their existence t co-existent with our ex-
istence as a nation. Were our political institutions
to be devised and established now, when we have existed
in a national capacity only about one half century; it
is questionable whether they would secure the same
privileges which are now secured.

3. 1U-he character of a nation, like that of an
individual, approaches to maturity, and becomes con-
firmed, according to the prevalence of opinion, custom
ard habit Hence the difficulty of introducing systems
and customs contrary to the prejudices and confirmed
habits of the people; hence the importance of intro-
ducing and perfecting whatever custom and
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whatever system may be necessary to the security and
perpetuity of the independence, free.dom and happiness
of the citizens of this country in the infancy of her
existence.

4. If we have cause to boast of our political
and civil institutions; have we not reason to deplore,
at least, as it respects many parts of this country,
our system of education, or rather a want of any
system of education? Does not this form, or ought it
not to form an important part of our civil institutions?

5. This subject certainly requires the early
attention of this country, to improve and perfect im-
perfect systems; and to institute them where they do
not exist, while the country is young; before prejudices
and habits hostile to her interest, safety and prosperity,
in regard to this subject, become deeply rooted, strength-
ened by age, and an increaseO and dense population.

6. On our systems of education, which ought to
form an important part of our civil institutions, the
security, preservation, perfection and. .1-rpetuity of
our political and civil insititutons, -h we so justly
esteem, essentially depend.

7. This subject is of infinite moment in
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the infancy of our national cxistence. We ought to
be early favored, not with a part only, but with all
those systems and regulations, which shall be, as it
were, a wholesome aliment in our youth, securing, in
the body politic, health, moral soundness, a vigorous
constitution, and a public intellect, through which
light shall be universally diffused; a light calcula-
ted to purify, invigorate, and exalt every class of
society:

8. And thus lay the foundation, in thiS country,
in the infancy of our days, for health, strength,
prosperity, happiness and long life. To promote and
secure this object our systems of education imperiously
demand immediate attention, to extend, increase and
regulate primary or common schools, to bring the means
of a good moral and literary education, as much as
possible, to every man's door, to the door of every
mansion and every cottge; to secure a population under
the influence of pure moral sentimerts and a general
intellect exalted by correct literary acquisitions.

9. To effect this great object is a high and im-
portant duty, which the immediate sucktessors of our
illustrious ancestors owe to themselves and to posterity,
to perfect the great
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work, which they began; and thus secure and perpetuate,
under a kind providence, those rich blessings of re-
ligious and civil liberty, for which they laid the
foundation.

10. 1The object of this work is to urge the im-
portance of the means of such an education as will
secure purity of morals and general intelligence
throughout the country; but it is not to be understood,
that this could supply the place of our high institutions
of literature and science, of which the design of this
work d_es not permit me to speak particularly.

11. They are, however, indispensable to the great
purposes of guiirnment, morality, and religion, and to
the able management of our public concerns generally.
Not that we must look to these alone for the accomplish-
ment of these high concerns. The registry of our leg-
islatures, and of every department, show that many able
ministers of government and religion, have arisen from
among those who never have been members of these insti-
tutions. Nevertheless, this affords no argument against
their importance.

12. But these alone will never preserve the purity
of our political and civil Institutions, and a pure ad-
ministration of them, and thereby
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the freedom and independence of this country. Let pri-
mary schools be neglected, or, let the education of the
great mass of our population be neglected; and build up
our high institutions of learning; and every one, acquain-
ted with human nature, must know that this country would
soon be oppressed with an overbearing aristocracy.

13. The monarchial and despotic governments of the
earth, do not want for high institutions of literature
and science; and yet they have an oppressed and enslaved
people: they have overgrown libraries, which serve for
national ornament, and various other purposes.

14. But they do not serve to the important purpose
of enlightening he great mass of the people into the
knowledge of thei v. rights; the purpose of delivering
them from )eing exposed to distracting, vexatious wars,
and unextinguishable debts, and thereby perpetual bondage,
brought upon them through the caprice, pride, ambition
or avarice of a few men, with whom the structure of gov-
ernment, to which they are subject, has entrc,ted their'
destiny.

15. The principle., of tf-e politicrl institutions
of those governments, however, are radically different
from those of this country. To
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enlighten the subjects of those countries would be an
unwelcome service, by discovering to them their de-
graded situation, without discovering any remedy.
Their blindness and insensibility, therefore, may,as it were, be considered a blessing.

16. But the political institutions of this
country are on very different principles, securingto her citizens more exalted privileges, and imposingupon each, important duties to preserve them.

17. Each citizen has his appropriate duty toperform. If, for want of moral purity or intelligence,he be unqualified for the discharge of these duti(ls,he. will be subjected to the dictation of others; andhe will be exposed to yield to the dictation of anunprincipled asirant.
18. Let a general disqualification prevailthrough the neglect of a sound moral and correct lit-erary education, and the many will be subject to the

dictation of the few, in regard to those importantduties, which the integrity and perpetuity of our freeinstitutions require to be perforwed by each citizenin his place, with an independent, enlightened mind.19. This dictat-:on will naturally and inevi-
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tably fall to those, who have been members of ourhigh institutions of learning, with the exception ofthe very small number, whose strength of mind andpeculiar propensity to study, carry them throughevery obstruction into the high ground of literatureand science.
20. Thus by neglecting to cherish, extend and

improve primary or common schools, by a judicioussystem of education, we shall tamely resign, de facto,into the hands of a few, the power of the country."Knowledge is power." Suff,:r it to be concentratedwith a few by the neglect of common schools, and powerwill be concentrated With that few also:
21. And fatally sb, as it-regards the safetyof this government or a pure administration of it. Itwill be to lay open, without any barrier in the way,the high road to the introduction of an overbearing

aristocracy; and leave us, at length, the shadow of
freedom, in the form of government, without thesubstanc9.

22. The guards against this potent evil arepure morals, and general intelligence; these areindispensable to preserve a due influence to everyclass of citizens; and reduce; reduce do I say? no,raise.our high institutions of literature and' scienceto their legitimate and
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highly important purposes as institutions in a free
country;- and preserve their streams from the contam-
inating influence of the power thrown upon them through
the neglect of those to whom it legitimately belongs
to qualify-themselves and their children to hold and
exercise it.

23. The improvment, and the effe'As of the im-
provement, of common schools, are as necessary to pre-
serve a constitutional distribution of powers or in-
fluence among all classec-, citizens;-as the distribu-
tion of power between the executive, legislative Edid

judiciary branches of government.
24. -4Both ancient and modern history are replete

with facts justifying these reflections. In want of
public virtue and intelligence republican ,.ome tamely
resigned her power into' the hands of Caes-lr, who widi
his sucessors led forth her sons to the battle, until
they brought down upon themselves the vengeance of the
then barbarous world, which blotted out her glory; the
lir-t f her science;.and extinguished their'existence!

25-. Republican France resigned her power into the
hands of Napoleon, who led forth the flower of her youth
to perish in the frozen climes; the conflagrated cities;
tire slaughter houses of Russia!
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26. Would we escape the vor...ex of arbitrary,
despotic power, which has engulfed most nations of thek
earth during the revolution of six thousand years;
would we avoid the fate of those nations which are
farmed out as objects of luxury to feed the pride, am-
bition and avarice of earthly potentates; we shall im-
prove the power which the structure of government has
reserved to the.people, by providing the means of a
proper education for children; for every child in this
country.

27. Is it possible that these means will still
be neglected? Will any still cherish those prejudices
against a judicious system of education, which before
the,calm reflection of reason, would vanish like s...-ke?
Startle at straws and overlook mountains; strain at
gnats and swallow camels. Save a dollar (I refer not
to well taught schools) and expend three upon shadows
of schools, where one would avail as much under a wise
system of education; save a dollar and jeopard the
freedom of the country!

28. This subject presents itself in the infancy
of our national existence as one of primary importance:
before injurious prejudices and habits, in regard to
this subject, become
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fixed and immoveable; being strengthened by age and
a dense population.

29. These prejudices should be eradicated be-
fore they contaminate our national character, by being
entailed upon posterity as profligate parents entail
diseases upon their children. Were t:le magnitude and
importance of this work rightly viewed, the obstacles
to its accomplishment, which now appear to many in-
surmountable would vanish at the touch.

30. But in herself destroying ploddings, sluggish
avarice cherished by ignorance, folding her arms ex-
claims, "there is a lion in the way."

31. 411With the increase of population the wants of
the people multi plY; their interests multiply; become
more complicated and diversified; relations of society ...e

multiplied; intercourse becomes more frequent and intimate;
the subordinate principles of our natures, the affections
and passions are more frequently brought into lively
exercise, collisions of int,s-est more frequently occur.

32. These will effect ..,:hange in the circumstances
of society. And a change of _Ircumstances will require,
nyt a change in principle, but, a change in the forms of
law; a multiplication of legal statutes. Education
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will be of indispensable importauce to.preserve that
moral integrity and intelljgence through every rank of
society necessary to preserve an effective sanction,
in the public sentiment to salutary laws, and give them
validity.

33. But if this subject be neglecUi in the infancy
of our natioial existence; and immoral principles
opinions and habits, and injurious prejudices, Vv._ xif-
spring of ignorance, are suffered to increase with the
increase of our population; to strengthen by age; to
grow with our growth and strengthen with our strength;
to extend their deleterious influence through.every
rank and grade of a dense population.

34. The education which is now practicable, the
salutary influence of which, would, with a providential
blessing effectually preserve.this country from sugh a
lamentable state, might then be. attempted too late;
wwld be impracticable.

35: The disease will then have becoMe deeply roote
pervading the whole.system of the.body polith..; become
desperate, threatening disSclution.. He is a most in-
jAicious physigian who.only begins 'to prepare his med-
icine when .the syMptons of death already appear on his
patient.
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36. qlWould we take meas,ures to secure our children
and posterity against the demoralizing, destructive in-
fluence of being familiar with abandoned licentiousness,
and intemperance and contentious broils, with nocturnal
revellings, theft, riot, burglary, and midnight assassin-
ations;

37. If we wish them to be blessed with examples
of order, subordination; habits of industry and economy,
temperance and sobriety; honest, friendly intercourse,
social domestic happiness and peace; a practical respect
for moral integrity based upon the pure principles of
religion; now is the time to make provision for avoiding
the one and securinf-j the other, by organizing a judicious
system of educatio.-, to improve common schools.

38. tio use round numbers, in one half century
the population of the United States has increased three
fold. A corresponding increase for the next half century,
wi/l give a population of thirty-six millions, and a
similar increase for the third half century, a population
of one hundred millions.

39. If 1,,,e neglect or tamper with the business of
education; the hope that this country will not live out
the days of her freedom, before
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the end of the third, if not before the end of the
second half century, may be considered a visionary
hope:

40. But if th..: wisdom, ti:e energy and reso rces
of the country be eifLctually applied to this suJject,
commensurate to its importance, through an indulgent
providence, with animating hope, we may look down the
long vista of time, and t.ehold unborn millions rise
from generation to generation in the enjoyment of
religious and civil liberty through all suo ,ding
ages.

THE END.

124



C.

The Science of Education
Rev. Wilbur Fisk, D.D.
1831
McElrath & Bangs: New York, 1832

"Education should be directed in reference to two objects, - the good of tl:e
individual educated, and the good of the world, Me course to promote both
objects, it is acknowledged, is nearly, if not quite, the same; but as men are
too disposed to consider their own separate interest, and are promoted by
selfishness to act in exclusive reference to that interest, the only safe
course is, to provide for the education of youth, in direct reference to the

wants of the world."

"The great object which we propose to ourselves, in the work of education, is
to supply, as'far as we may, men who will be both willing and competant to
effect the political, intellectual, and spiritual.regeneration of the world."

"An education should be such as to give.energy and enterprise to thc mind,
and activity to the whole man."

1. Discusses many aspects of education at all levels.

2. Discusses the role of education in terms of the internationalization of the

world during this period.

Maintains that a "liberal education" fosters a "revolutionary" spirit -- and

that the world needs men so educated -- active men.

4. Cites aims of liberal education in America -- and its advantages.

Defines curricaum of higher education.

Critique of,higher education and academic degrees
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and the sculptor, by unwearied trials, vastly increase thediscriminating powers of the eye, and the skill of the handin changing the lines, and the expression of the statue andthe picture, and thus make them approximate, more and more,towards a perect resemblance of the original character?--shall the builders fo navies and cities gradually improveupon their models, and in their style of workmanshp, tillthey acquire the highest perfection in architecture? andyet are there no achievements to be won in training themoral and intellectual powers? are these the only attributesof man, which are incapable of improvement? How shall weaccount for the amazing diversity of capacity and character,which prevails among the tribes of the earth? The moralfeeling is the most acute among those nations, where cht4s-tianity has been permitted to exert its highest influence,and is the most torpid in the darkest regions of paganism.How vast the difference between the cannibal of New-Zealand,and the humane disciple of the compassionate Saviour! Howcallous the heart of the cruel Nero! How tender that ofthe benevolent Howard! How feeble the intellectual sightof the sottish Boschemen, when compared with the strongvislon of the exalted Bacon! But why this difference? Thisglobe is divided by rivers, mountains, forests, dekerts, andseas. But these natural divisions have not produced thegreat difference between the knowledge and refinement of thenations, dwelling th the several grand portions of the earth.If the Scythians were far behind the Greeks in a knowledgeof the sciences, it was not

9

because their native capacities were inferior. The statesof Greece enjoyed a commercial intercourse with the Phoeniciansand Egyptians, from whom they received their knowledge of let-ters, and of theology, policy, arts and sciences. Thus it isevident, that the difference in the state of learning andcivilization, that prevails among mankind, is not to beascribed to any original diversity of ability. But it mustbe attributed to a difference in the degrees, in which theypossess and improve the means of education. The man, whodirects his attention to the cultivation of his mind, willfind that all its powers will flourish. His memory willbecome more retentive, his judgment more correct, his reasonmore acute, his discrimination more exact, his taste morerefined, his invention more fertile, and his fancy morebrilliant. Application improves and invigorates the mentalsystem. Every step in the gradation of learning facilitatesand heightens the enjoyment of the next, The scholar, whois well versed in the grammar of science, will soon be ableto manage the sublime ethics of Edwards, and the principiaof Newton.
But the,truth of our general theme will be best supportedby an appeal to facts. Here examples in polint come to handin such numbers, that it is difficult to make the best selection.To give you an account of all the success, which hatlattended the exertion of the human mind, would indeed requirethe recital of the whole histoty of science. Men in the firstage of the world possessed but very limited views. They knewthe names of a few objects arouncL
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them, and how to employ the simplest means of self-preservation.They knew not how to till the soil, to navigate the seas, towork metals, to erect buildings, or to fabricate their clothing.All the discoveries and improvements, which have since been madein the various departments of learning, are so many trophies ofmental labor. Many illustrious individuals have contributedmuch to promote the happiness of their fellow men and to enlargethe boundaries of knowledge by consecrating all their talents toscientific pursuits. We have time to mention a few only out ofmany such benefactors to the human family.The first that we shall name is Solomon. Though his pen,wnen he wrote to enlarge the canon of Scripture, was guided bythe Spirit of inspiration, yet his attainments in natural sci-ence were not the result of miraculous aid. He probably hadreference to his own experience, when he said: "Through desirea man, having separated himself, seeketh and intermeddleth withall wisdom." He was indefatigable in his researches in tophysiology. He knew that much study is a weariness of the flesh,and of making books there is no end. How many manuscripts ofhis have gone down to oblivion, we are not informed. A sacredwriter has furnished us with a summary of the subjects on whichhe wrote. "And Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all thechildren of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt.--Andhe spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs
11

were a thousand and five. And he spake of trees, from the cedar-tree, that is in Lebanon, even unto the hyssop that springethout of the wall: he spake also of beast, and,of fowl, and ofcreeping things, and of fishes." This is a noble proof of thesuccessful application of his extraordinary powers! What aninvaluable treasure would the learned now possess, had theseworks been faithfully transmitted to the present generation! Mo-ses was not only mighty in words, and in deeds; but he was, atan early age, learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, anation distinguished for their knowledge in the sciences, especiall)in astronomy and natural philosophy. Why was Paul so conspicuousa character wherever he moved? how did he maintain such influenceover society? It was not simply because his native powers wereso exalted, nor because they were aided by the immediate agencyof the Holy Spirit; but also because he had been a laboriousscholar at the feet of Gamaliel, and had consecrated the disciplineand the furniture of his mind, which he there acquired, to theservice of the church.
I need not relate to the classic scholar the inextinguishablezeal of the Athenian Orator, and the incessant pains which hetook to correct not ohly his stammer and shrug; but also to ex-pand his chest, and to invigorate his lungs. When the victoriesof the Macedonian army threatened the subjugation of Greece, hemounted the rostrum, and by the fire and power of his eloquence,he rekindled the spirit of war, and his countrymen, losing sightof all considera-

683



563

12

tions of blood and treasure, flew to their arms with enthusiasticdetermination to fall in battle, or to maintain theie independelNo wander that the tongue of this man conveyed more terror evento the throne of Philip, than all the legions of Greece. Suchwas the inimitable excellency of his orations, that Tully, whenasked, which of them was thebest, replied, "the longest."The master of Roman eloquence early made the praises oforatory his supreme object of pursuit. To secure this, heemployed all his intelle-tual powers--spent his time with booksand learned men, and, aware that his success depended upon thecontinuance of his health, became temperate in his habits, andregular in all his exercises. Soon the conspiracy of Catilinecalled into action all the resources of his gigantic mind, andgave him an occasion to display that power of oratory, whichprocured him the honors of a triumph, and the title of the Sa-viour of his country, and the second Founder of Rome.Cadmus, prince of Poenicia, in his youth became master ofall the sciences, taught among his enlightened nation. When heleft his native country and settled among the Grecians, he in-structed them in the use of the alphabet, and in the knowledgeof commerce, astronomy and navigation. It was this introductionof the sciences, among the Greeks, which exalted them so highlyabove the surrounding oations, and gave them the first rank inthe literary world.
Copernicus, by bending all the powers of his mind toastronomical studies, overthrew the Ptole-

13

maic scheme of the heavenly bodies. He first demonstrated whatPythagoras had long before asserted, that the sun is placed inthe centre of motion, where he sheds his light and warmth andcontroling power over all the planets of the solar system.Sir Isaac Newton, whose renown has gone abroad over theearth, hath informed us that he owed his celebrity more to thecontinued application of his mind to hard study, than to thesuperiority of his mental powers. He transcribed, with his ownhand, his famous work on chronology, no less than thirteen times."He gave his tilent hours to the labors of the midnight oil, andplied that unwearied task, to which the charm of lofty contemplatihad inured him, till he discovered the mechanism of the planetarysystem,--the composition of light,--and the cause of thosealternate movements which take place on the waters of the ocean.These form his actua1 and visible achievements. These trel whát-the weridllook-atascthelmonutents of his greatness." Yet afterall, he has with wonderful modesty said, 1 have done thepublic any service, it is due to nothing but industry and patientthought."
Sir Wm. Jones, before he was forty-eight, became master oftwenty-four dctfferent languages, in most of which he was crit1call2versed. Besides his classical learning, and his acquaintancewith the whole range of oriental literature, his legal knowledgewas such as to elevate him to the office of chief Judge in thesupreme court of Calcutta. This distineuished scholar dtd, notprostitute the rich treasures of his mind to the sup-
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port Of infidelity, but they were made subservient to the causeof Christianity. In one of his works he has supported thevalidity of the Mosaic history of the creation in a manner,more satisfactory, and more convincing than any other writer.But, my friends, the time would fail me to speak of a smallportion ()illy of those men of eminent science, who have shoneas lights in the ltteraryyfirmament, both in ancient and moderntimes. Nor need I inform you that men, distinguished for theirachievements in knowledge, are men equally distinguithed fortheir close thinking and untiring research. We know that somehave set up the opinion that neglectin study, irregularity inhabits, and a contempt of classical rules, are sure indicationsof a lofty genius. But this preposterous sentiment, gottenup, it seems, to secure a license for sloth and dissipation,ha long since been exploded; and now the scholar, who sitslong at his studies, and digs hard to reach the mines ofknowledge, is no longer viewed as a plodding spirit; but asone Wie gives the beightest presages of his future supremacy.Would you'then enjoy thei treasures of science, you mustearly resolve to put forth all your intellecutal strength.Having but dust commenced your literary course, you must be,in some measure, ignorant of your intellectual powers; and youmay never know the extent of them, unless you are determinedto try them by repeated efforts. Students often ascribe themediocrity of their attainments to their limited talents andadvantages. But do they not, sometimes, mistake in selectingthe spot, where to lay the burden of their
15

complaint? Instead of impeaching the liberality of their Makerin the bestowment of his yifts, let them leave the blame, whereit ought to be left, at the door of indolence. Your period forimprovement is short; and if you waver through the morning ofyour life in resolving what yo,u will do, you may sink into theimbecility of old age, and leave all your late designs unaccom-plished. Most men of distinction early settled upon some onegrand object of pursuit. An( this object did not glimmer intheir sight, as if half mergt at the distant horizon; but itrose up before them in a com Aing attitude, as the loftypyramids of Egypt loom to th, iew of the curious traveller,to guide him over its extend
-.I plains. Demosthenes and Cicero,when they were mere boys at ehool, were fired with the spiritof ambition, and fixed upon le prize, which they actually won.Alexander, in his childhood, grieved at every conquest of hisfather, because he thought tnat every such victory would detractfrom his own glory in conquering the world. So early had hesettled his plan of future operation! Caesar, before he wasseventeen, was consecrated priest to Jupiter, and evenkthenresolved to reap the;brightest laurels on the field of Mars.Pepe at the age of twelve fixed upon his course of study, anddetermined that poetical merit should be the summit of hiswishes. At the early period of sixteen, he began his careerfor the highest mead in the hand of the Muses. Would you thenbe eminent, you must not only resolve to task your minds, butyou must select the sphere in which you intend to move.
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I would not, however, wish you to narrow the basis of a liberaleducation, to favor any particular pursuit; because this founda-tion is none too broad to support professional fame. But still,as you do not possess that compass of mind, and that versatilityof genius, which will enaele you to excel in every branch ofscience, you must, if you would make the most of your talents,direct them to some one specific field of action. Have yougigantic strength of body, you will not therefore fancy, thatthere are no limits to your power, and that you can overthrowthe Andes, or carry off the Alps. Have you made great advan-ces in the study of nature, you must remember, that your capacitiesare finite; and never presume, that you can open the whole areanaof Heaven. Some, to gratify their vanity in acquiring the fameof universal scholarship, have wasted their powers upon vast anddiversified regions of science, "just as some ambitious heroeshave lost their empire by aiming at universal conquest." Con-centrate then your powers, and be content to cultivate a limitedportion, and your literary harvest will be much more abundant,than if you should scatter your strength over a wider territory,than you can well improve. While Pope confined his attentionto his orioinal object, he was successful; but when he dividedhis powers, and attempted to vie with painters, he failed, andat once, betrayed mistaken pride and ungratified vanity.Be not soon discouraged, if at first you make but slowprogress. Students are of',:en disheaeeened because their firstadvances are slow; es-

17

pecially if they are outstripped by minds of a quicker expansion.Some capacities are like free soils, that promptly yield a lightcrop with but little labor, others again are like lands of a morefixed character, that must endure a severer process of culture,before their strength can be evolved. Some scholars in the outsetof their history gave no presages of their future greatness. Butthe faint and slow dawnings of genius have, like the protractedtwilight of the higher latitudes, been followed by a long andbrilliant day. Mr. Scott, when a school-boy; could not write theshort themes allotted him by his master, and it seemed to him aperfect mystery how any of his mates could perform the task. Yetby persevering application he gained a high rank among theologicalwriters. Dr. Reid in his youth gave no indications of his subeseqeent eminence. All that his early tutor, who best knew histalents, venture0 to predict of him was, "that he would turn outto be a man of good and well wearing parts." He little-thought,that this feeble boy was destined to grow up to Herculean strength,and to philosophize upon the intellectual world with as muchfame, as Newton had done upon the material system.Let not formidable obstructions shake your courage or coolyour zeal. It seems to be the purpose ot heaven, that we shallgain nothing durable and of high value without much toil andexpense. Marble is found in hard quarries and must be relievedfrom its bed by great effort, and then it must feel many a blowbefore it will-present the charms of Venus de Medicis. Gold,
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the richest metal among currency, is sunk in deep and sicklymines, and must be raised with great toil, and then pass throughmany a wearisome process at the mint, before it receives thecoiner's stamp. ,diamonds, the richest of gems, are fast boundbetween layers of rocks, and must be pried out with leavers ofiron, and then vast expense and labor must be endured to bringthem to the polish of a first water diamond. Can you thenexpect to be put into the possession of the invaluable treasuresof science without hard toil and patient research? About twohundred years ago, what various and conflicting opinions prevailedon the subjects of natural philosophy. Upon what a chaotic worlddid Bacon commence his labors! how dark and formidable the prospecbefore him! Yet he was not disheartened, though he was so sensiblof obstructions, that to some of his works he prefixe.d this motto,"Inveniam viam aut faciam."
Would you enjoy the triumphs of intellect, you must attemptgreat thiegs and expect great things. Upon this principle actedthe immortal Carey and his assOciates in their missionary en-terprise. Milton early resolved to accomplish three great things,--to write the History of his own country, a Latin Dictionary, anda Heroic Poem, and from this purpose nothing could divert him, no,not even the loss of his eyes. Pope at the age of twenty-fiveresolved upon his great work of translating

Homer's Iliad, and inthe space of five years he completed his design to the admirationof the literary world. Dwight, it is said, resolved, in hisjuvenile years, to be-

19

come the head of Yale College, and of this object he never lostsight until he was elevated to the presideotial chair of thatSeminary, where he presided for a series of years with such distin-guished ability, as spread his fame over both the western andeastern world. Think not that you will ever do much by mereaccident. You must design to be something, and labor with unre-mitting assiduity to accomplish your purpose. Two things arenecessary in any great undertaking,
namely, well concerted plansand undying perseverance in executing them. When ability incounsel, and excellency in working meet in an individual, theyform the great character. But they are sometimes found separate.Charles the first was able in the cabinet, but irresolute inpractice. In planning he shone as a wise statesman, but in thefield of action he was a wavering and feeble Prince. But Ceom-well possessed a mind both strong and elastic. When he had fix-ed on his course, he pursued it, with all the majesty of self-confidence, and unbending resolution. Hence obstructions retiredbefore him, es feebler beasts flee before the lion of the forest.It is curious to see how obsequiously opposition will give way,and bow around An invincible character, as if conscious of thefolly of contending with a spirit, that nothing can change orintimidate. It may cause you many painful efforts to weigh allthe arguments, which ought to be examined in settling upon yourprofession in life. But let this be done with as muchdespatchas is compatible with safety. Waste not your best spirits invexatious balancings, in feeble oscilla-
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tions; but settle early on the point of rest, that the wholepower and fire of your mind may be spent in the successfulaccomplishment of your well concerted measures. The mightysoul of Caesar was hugely agitated on that night in which hedeliberated, whetner heshould convey nis troops over the river,which divided Italy from Cisalpine Gaul. The boldness and theperil of the enterprise, the dubious and momentous result of
a civil war, staggered his mind, and, for a while, he hung in
the agonies of suspense. But no sooner had he said, "Let the
die be cast," than he immediately crossed the Rubicon, andrested no more till the great question was decided, whetherhe or Pompey should rule the Roman world.What wonders will firmness and resolution do even in a
bad cause! When Almagro, Pizarro, and Deluques, had formedtheir ereat and bloody project of conquering Peru, theycelebrated mass in one of the Spanish cathedrals "as a pledgeof the commencement of their undertaking, and then proceededwith unrele ting firmness to finish their design, till theyattained at length a success over which humanity will foreverweep."

If you would rise to literary eminence, you must not beforgetful of your health. The power of sympathy between themind and the body is very great. If the latter be firm andhealthy, the former will be active and vigorous. It is truethat some minds of great fe.rce and of high improvement haveinhabited very feeble constitutions. But, generally speaking,good health is essential to support the mind in putting forth all21

its powers in conquering the highest branches of knowledge.There must be some strength of stamina in the physical system,or it will be liable to give way under the mighty workings ofthe soul. Heavy machinery, when driven fast, must be supported
by an engine firm and massy. The arm that is all flesh, thatis not stiffened and strengthened with cords and bones, cannotstrike ia hard blow. So the intellectual powers must be sup-ported and braced by muscular yigor, or they will fail in pro-tracted and laborious studies. All distinguished scholars,both of ancient and modern times, have felt the importance ofthis subject. If you desire to intermeddle with all wisdom,you must separate

yourselves from indolence, dissipation andintemperance. How many fine intellects have crumbled awayunder the rust of sloth! how many have scattered their strengthin the wind by floating from object to object! and how manybright spirits, by sensual indulgences, have been merged intosottishness! Let then the preservation and the improvement ofyour health form a conspicuous part in your system of education.Be temperate in all things,--in food,--in exercise,--in rest,and in studies. Few scholars can riot in dainties, or sacrificeto Bacchus, and yet be favored with the inspirations of wisdom.You must not only be constant in your labors, but you must
feel an enthusiastic zeal and delight in your advances in knowl-edge. Minerva is a jealous goddess, and puts a high price upon
the honors of her court. She will not permit hsr'eupils toplay the truant, or to waste their hours in
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soft slumbers, and yet expect the rewards of merit. It is onlyupon the heights of Parnassus that she distributes her laurels.You must therefore climb and cling to its rugged sides, till yougain the summit, before you can win the crown. Aristotle wasmoderate in his meals, slept but little,and always with one handout of his couch with a bullet in it, which, by falling into abrazen '.'essel underneath, migt early awake him to renew hisstudies. Archimedes was so absorbed in his sublime speculations,thattheaoften forgot his own person, his food and all surroundingobjects. And when pulled away from his studies by his friend tobathe for his health, his mind was still intent on his subject,and he drew his diagrams in ashes, or upon the walls of his bath,or upon his newly anointed body. When he had solved a favoriteproblem, or had ascertained by a new hydrostatic experiment theamount of brass, which the goldsmith had mixed with the gold,while making the king's crown, he was filled with transports ofjoy. The celebrated Mr. Rittenhouse of America, was, when aboY, employed in cultivating thecsoil. And so intent was he inacquiring scientific knowledge, that his plough, the fences, andthe stones of thetfield where he labored, were marked with thefigures which he drew to facilitate his progress in mathematicaldemonstretion. He was one of those who we.re appointed to cal-culate the transit of Venus, as it was to happen June 3, 1769."This phenomenon had never been seen but twice before by anyinhabitant of our earth, and would never be seen again by anyperson then

23

living. The day arrived and there was no cloud in the horizon."They repaired to the selected spot, and then stood in silent andanxious gaze at the sun, waiting "for the predicted moment ofobservation,--it came, and in the instant of contact between theplanet and the sun, an emotion of joy so powerful was excited inthe breast of Mr. Rittenhouse that he fainted." I love the manwhose heart is formed for such sublime and ecstatic enjoyment.What a noble and affecting example? What scholar does not embracewith enthusiastic affection the man, whose soul, in view of themagnitude and exactness of Jehovah's works, is susceptible ofsuch an overcoming glow of intellectual delight!Would you merit the name of scholars, remember, that theonly way in which you will be permitted to wear this honorabletitle, is by pursuing a course of patient and successful studies.We live in a day and in a land which will not indulge empty titlesand lazy sinecures. You have come v,pon the stage at too late aperiod for drones and dunces to wear the,mask among the sons ofscience. With a slight variation the genius of learning mayaddress you, as the conqueror of the world did one of his soldiers,who was called Alexander. When he saw him faulter in courage andzeal; he said to him, "fight better, or change your name." Thetime has been, when the progress of knowledge was extremely slow.Age after age rolled away, and but little advance was made inthe cause of science. The Europeans for two or three thousandyears lived without the knowledge of agriculture, or any of thearts;
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and knew little else but war and plunder. More than fourthousand years passed away before there was an architect,
geometrician, or coiner in all Germany and Scythia. Andnearly six thousand years had gone by before Newton discov-ered the mechanism of the heavenly bodies, the propertiesof light, and the cause of the ebb and flow of the tide. Butthese days of slow movement have pas7ed away; and now the hardstudent and the able experimenter, no longer trammelled by thefalse creeds of s,c:haolmen, are making rapid and bold advances
in every department of science. During the last half centurythe means of correspondence and intercourse have been greatlyaugmented, the human mind has been roused to wonderful activity,and disciplined and sharpened to a high degree of acuteness;
a spirit of free inquiry and experiment has gone abroad in theearth, and its march will never be arrested, till time shallclose. What have been the:results of this grand movement? whathave been the "conquests of general science? What scholasticintrenchment is there which she has not carried--what moss-grownbattlement on which she has not planted her standard? Whatheight is there she has not surveyed--what depth has she notexplored? What desert of sand or snow, has she not traversed--
what arttit sea or strait has she not navigated--what ice offour thousand winters has she not seen--what mogntain orheavenly parallax has she not measured--what mineral has escapedher search--what stubborn resistances in the great field ofexperiment has she not overcome--what

25

substance has she not found means to break, or fuse, or solve,or convert into gas?"
In view of these splendld victories, which shed such a gloryover the present age, will you grieve, that so much has beendone, and supinely take the humble grade of mere learners andimitators, because you fancy that so little room is left foryou to become original contributors to the stock of human knowl-edge? But yield not to such unworthy conclusions. The UltimaThule has not yet been discovered. No literary Hercules hasyet arisen to rear his pillars to mark the utmost bounds ofintellectual effort. Who can set limits to the march of discoveryand invention? Who can tell, but that the powelr of the furnacemay yet be raised so high as to reduce, if not to annihilate thepresent received number of elementary substances? Who can tQll,but that glasses may yet be so improved and combined, as toenable us, not only to see mountains and oceans upon other worlds,but to ascertain that they are gilded with populous cities? Whocan tell, but that we shall, ere long, see the planets passing,like our earth, through all the varieties of seasons, now showingthe silver whiteness of winter, now the flushing bluem of spring,and now the golden colors of autumn? Who can tell, but thatthrough the increased powers of thettelescope the:_astronomermay discover a second galaxy, now deeply sunk from mortal eyesin the blue expanse of ether? Who can say, but that some mightygenius may yet arise, and, with more success than Leibnitz,invent a universal language, which shall sink the barriers ofdiverse tongues, and bring the
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literati of all nations into one endeared and close brotherhood?
Now they are laboring In numerous insulated bodies, separated
from each other by boundaries more difficult to pass, than the
broadest seas and continents. But furnish them with a cnmmon
symbol, by which they can with ease and celerity interchange
with each other all their discoveries and improvements, and you
bring these separate divisions in the scientific warfare into
solid columns, more glorious and invincible than the Grecian
Phalanx. In such an era as this, distinguished as it is for
unexampled activity in all the highest interests of human soci-
ety, how can you support a classical reputation among men of
letters, without the entire consecration of your talents to the
pursuits of learning? Your obligations to posterity, and especially
to your country, demand this devotion of talent. The glory of
Greece and Rome has long since gone down to rise no more. Though
we have only the fragments of their works, yet if all that we
actually possess of their writings, statues, paintings and
curiosities should be annihilated, what a loss should we sustain!
what a fearful void would be made in our Cabinets and Libraries!
The light of science, like that of heaven, has beenitravelling
from east to west. Shall it here set inglorious? or shall it,
through our fostering care, maintain in this land the longest
and the brightest day? and eventually be returned to the oriental
world with augmented splendors?But your obligation is the strongest to the country that
gave you birth. You tread the soil which has been stained by
the blood of your fathers.
27

The rich inheritance, which they have bequeathed you, cost them
life and treasure. They were distinguished also, as the sons
and patrons of science. Will you then prove yourselves to be
the worthy descendants of such illustrious ancestors? Shall
the nation to which you are thus indebted be enriched by your
existence? You are peculiarly happy, in relation both to the
period, and to the country of your nativity. Had you been
called into being in the dark ages, the powers of your minds
might have remained dormant fdr want of proper motives to
activity; or they might have been wasted upon absurd and
visionary speculations. Had you been born in the meridian,
or in the old age of a numerous and powerful nation, filled
with profound scholars in all the sciences, and with a full
complement of the first artizans, you might have withered in
the shade of superior merit. Men, who have but little room
for competition, or who fancy that the examples, which solicit
their attention, are exalted far above their rank, will sink
in despondency, rather than feel the power of emulation. But
you have been born in an era, distinguished for scientificpursuits, and in a Republic which commenced its existence under
pecultarly auspicious circumstances, and which is now making
astonishing strides in every thing that contrtbutas to national
glory, No country on the earth opens so fair a field for literary
enterprise, as these American States. The character of our
government, our state and national councils, our manufacturing
and commercial interests, our military

establishment, the value
of our suffrages,
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the limited term of public service, the subjugation of all ourplaces of honor and emolument to the control of merit, themeltiplication of our colleges and universities, the growingnumber of students and professional men, the vast extent ofour language, and especially our important relations to foreigncourts, are all peculiarly calculated to awaken and call intoactive operation all the powers of genius. Hitherto we havereceived almost all our classical books and works of taste fromthe eastern world. But shall we always be a nation of dependantsand imitators? Who can tell, but that this country may yetproduce a second Newton, who shall greatly enlarge the boundariesof philosophical learning? or another Milton, to sing the praisesof science and freedom? Here historians may arise, who shallbless the world, not by narrations of revolting scenes of blood,or the abominations of an apostate church, but by recording theorigin, the progress, and the happiness of free states, whichshall yet arise to increase the bleSsedness of this westernhemisphere. When I reflect on the immense territory over whichthis Repbblic is rapidly spreading the blessings of population,wealth and learning; when I consider the momentous subjects,which must often agitate our elective Congress, and the en-rapturing prospects, which are opening before this exalted
nation, my heart beats with patriotic ardor, and, for themoment, I wish that my life may be protracted to witness thepolitical millennium of this happy land. But we must decrease,while you may increase. Long after we, your
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fathers in years, are slumbering in the dust, you may surviveto enjoy and bless your country.
Permit me, my young friends, to say, in conclusion, thatif you would gain an honorable triumph, you must cultivate moralexcellency, and employ all your attainments to advance theinterests of your fellow men. The paths of virtue and pietyare not only the paths of pure and lasting happiness, but tztrnishthe best and the most powerful incentives to the pursuit ofinte7le-teel greatness. The man, who is governed by debauchedpr ard indulges in the excesses of vice, will cloud

1 all his mental powers. But should a life of
ey leave your minds u.,;epaired, still your talents willexcite the terror, rather than procure the praises of mankind.You may possess all the astonishing powers of Hume or Voltaire;but, if, like them, you refuse to be guided by thecGod of heaven,all the light which you can give on moral subjects, will, likethe ignis fatuus, only bewilder and mislead your followers. Trueglory consists in real goodness. In prosecuting your studies,let the honor of your Maker and the public good be your exaltedmotives. You despise the miser, who draws himself up into hisshell, and heaps up gold and silver to satiate in secret his ownavaricious eyes. While, however, you detest his covetous prac-tices, you have some relief in the reflection, that when he dies,his chests of hoarded millions may be broken open, and their

contents appropriated to objects of public utility. But who istNe.better for that knowledge of the literary miser, whichvanishes away at the death
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of the possessor? If, with a view to your own gratification
merely, you should retire from the noise of the world, and shutyourselves up in your cloister, there to spend your days in
collecting the sweets of polite and classical learning, you maybe viewed with admiration and regret, as men.would gaze at aniron colossus, which they knew contained in its trunk an invaluable
treasure, secure against all attacks of human effort.

Devote then, my friends, your earliest powers, and all youracquirements to the service of your country, and to the interestsof religion. Prosecute your studies, not to gratify your curiosity,
or to purchase fame, but to qualify you to become distinguished
benefactors to mankind.

We would congratulate you on the auspicious commencement of
a new college year. May it be numbered among the happiest portionsof your life. Especially, would we welcome the new accession ofstudents to this seat of lfiarning. May you be distinguished for
close and successful application to your studies; and may your
characters bg unstained by the follies and vices, which too often,attend a collegiate life, that you may finish your course withall the honors of moral and literary merit. Be assured that aregard to your best good dictated the subject of this Lecture. Wewish to have enkindled in your breasts a quenchless zeal in thepursuit of science. We wish to have it written upon your memoriesas with the point of a diamond, that well directed efforts and aheart to devote all your acquisitions to the glory of God, willraise you to a high place among the luminaries and
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benefactors of the world. I speak the sentiments of the Facultyof this College, when I say, that our best earthly interest isinvolved in its prosperity. We wish that it may shed a sure and
growing light on this rising state, and hold an honorable rankamong the many kindred establishments that adorn our happy nation.Its students we must view as our children, and we shall not onlyembrace them with the affection of a parent, during their resi-dence here, but shall follow them, when they leave our Seminary,with the tenderest solicitude for their temporal and eternalwelfare. Prosecuta then your studies in the fear of God and forthe good of man. Let not the pride of philosophy, and the la-mentable example of a few distinguished scholars, allure " intothe ranks of infidelity.--"Gratitude and every motive of .demand of yowla reverence for the gospel. Protestant L.'ric 'anityhas in former times givenllearning such support, as lealmony cannever repay. The history of christendom bears witness to this.The names of Erasmus, of Grotius, of Bacon and a host of luminariesof science, who rise up like a wall of fire around the cause ofchristianity, will bear witness to this. Do you want examplesof learned christians? I could not recount them all in an age.You need not be told that

Learning has borne such fruit in other days,
On all her branches; piety has found
Friends in the friends of science, and true prayerHas flowed from lips wet with Castalian dews."
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An Address
Grenville Mellen
1821
T. Todd & Co.: Portland

"Education is the great secret of our nature. Perhaps there is no
subject about which man have speculated so widely, and on which they have
exhausted so much ingenuity."

"State interference, on the other hand is calculated to do no good,
and not a little evil to the cause of general information. This was
peculiarly the case with the countries of the old time. Where the
infant minds of a whole people moulded and bent down to a particular system,
which has its efficacy and a -thority only from the constitution of the
land, that people will be left to boast only a kind of selfishness of
learning, which may be as narrow as it is superficial; and more, it nakes
but a creed of education, which has not even the solitary advantage of
the thousand doctrines in religion, that of bearing along the mind in a
march of investigation."

1. Discusses the advantages of education for personal and cultural de
velopment.

2. Defines the role of government in education and in providing broader
educational opportunities eo the country.
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PORTLAND, NOV. 9, 1821.
SIR,

We are directed, by a vote of the MAINE CHARITABLE MECHANIC
ASSOCIATION, to present you their thanks for the eloquent Address
delivered before them last evening, and to request a copy for
publication.

NATHANIEL MITCHELL,
Chairman Com. of M. C, M. A.

GRENVILLE MELLEN, Esq.

It is with great satisfaction that the following Address is
submitted to the hands of the

Committeeand it is done only through

a belief that the most indifferent attempts towards the support of
an Institution like that of which zhey are members, may not be
without their good effect, by their

preservation.

ADDRESS.

EDUCATION is the great secret of our nature. Perhaps there

is no subject about which men have speculated so widely, and on
which they have exhausted so much ingenuity. From the infancy
of time, when mind first began to break into being, and shine
from out the mists of superstition and ignorance, there has been
one continued attempt to fon% and fashion, and improve the spirit
of man, to suit the caprice of some philosophic

individual, or
adapt it to the

circumstances and genius of an age. At almost all

periods of the world, the training up of youth,
however, has been

that which the timesseemed to demand, rather than what it would
bear, and it is not till these latter days, that we are compelled
to look upon education as a system of experiment, and to hear mind
talked about, as something that will be made wonderful in coming
years. In ancient times, the world knew too little, to be indif-
ferent concerning the art of education; now, it knows too much,
not to hazard many steps into the field of

improvement--so that
ahat was a

stumbling-block to the Hebrews of old, has become but
little better than

foolishness to us modern Greeks.
Education,

with them, seems to have been but a system of belief; handed down'
from father to son, with no addition, and only fortified by the
faithfulness of parental preservation, and thetsolemnity of parental
transmission; or it was taught by the

philosophers in the schools
as something

divine--and enforced with all the sober energy of
Platonic eloquence: it was memory, called on to hold what was de-
livered to it, and not mind led on to investigate; it was a kind of
mechanical learningthe mere persuasion or information

which theie
fathers
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had before them, which kept alive the force and activity of theirnational principle, without begetting any of the refinement ofextended knowledge.
To say nothing of the advantage which may be derived fromit, there is certainly a great deal of pleasure in looking backinto the shade of a thousand years, and observing the characterof mind and manner which each successive age might boast of;and how well adapted were their different modes of instruction,and belief to the existence of general information. It serves toshow us, in a clear light, that the march of intellect must be, asit has been, gradual and slow; and it seems to whisper, that itis at least uncertain, whether we are advanced more than half wayon the road to wisdom. We confess, for instance the proprietyof that system of iucation which obtained among the primitiveGreeks and Romans vihich taught them to train their minds to theobservance of certain great principles, which, they were told,were as high and as lasting as the starsfounded upon an* itinatesense which God seems to have put into the human soul from its'creationsonWthing which seems to have given a certain moralgrandeur to character. It was no direct and regular moulding ofthe faculties to the attainment of what we call an education; itwas a rough outline of duty; and though it might hmie shown menhow to live with honor and g4ory to themselves, it did not showthem how to live to the use and benefit of the world. We admireto hear of Plato, delivering an almost inspired doctrine to hfsyoung followers on the promontory of Sunium, but had a moderntheorist on the subject of mociern education begged them to lendhim their ears, they would

*With regard to innate ideas, M. Chateaubriand seems to havedisarded Locke's system without much ceremony; and at the sametime to have made a rapid climax to the immortality oil the soul."Mathematical truths" says he, "are innate in us for the veryreason, that they are eternal, unalterable. If then these truthsbe eternal, they can only be emenations from a fountain of truth,which exists somewhere; and the fountain of Truth can only beGod. The idea of God then in its turn, is an innate idea in thehuman mind; and our soul, which contains thef-, et--n txvi:hsmust be an immortal essence."
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have rejected him as a vain babbler, to broach a plan so inconsis-tent and strange; and had one of their own time fallen on anysystem like those which obtain among us, either with regard tophilosophy or the arts, they would have shaken their heads, andwondered at the hypothetical lunacy of one who had stepped sofar beyond his age. A Newton, with his suns, and all his sublimephilosophy of the spheres, might have astonished the astronomersupon the temple of Belus; but it may be doubted, whether thelearning, and exactness, and beautyyof his science would alonehave made them the oracles they were. It was the beginning ofall these great things in them, that made them wonder and bewondered at; and the age would not have borne, nor have listen-ed tothe deeper and more splendid speculations of modern gen-ius. The Spartan was educated to war--and he looked upon hisshield as his safeguard and his grave; he was taught to steal;but he learnt at,the same time the infamy of detection, and thecertainty of punishment. Yet this was enough for him to know;it was well enough he was educated so; for he lived in ag age ofwar and rapine; society knew no such lines and boundaries as itdoes now; and it was enough for him that he saw the form andconstitution of human nature, without caring for the polish andregularity to which it might be brought. His education, indeed,was like his religion, simple and elementary; in fact his educe-tie.m was his religion.
On a subject like this, we must speak in comprehensivelanguage; and in tracing the state and character of under-standing from times of old, we must form our judgment aboutit, from the impression it has left upon the page of history.We mean to say then, that education among the ancients mighthave had a two-fold nature; it might have been both PHYSICALand MORAL; but it was not strictly INTELLECTUAL. They weretrained to a sort of physical sensibility, that was their prideand their strength in an unsettled world, amid enemies, and mili-tary commotion; and they had as it were, continually growing upwith them, a stern moraZ sensibility, which led them to referevery thing to the great gods which were above them, and which
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constituted the very essence of their mental philosophy, the veryspirit of their education. The body and the heart were the ob-jects of cultivation; but mind was left to spring up between themIt was not till more extensive views,opened upon the eye ofthat a direct intellectual system of education was conceived, andpropagated. The comparative infancy of Oe,spirit had past by;the accidental education of old was heard of no more; understand-ing seemed to rise up and assert its:2claim to notice; knowledgebegan to peep from beneath the cowl of priesthood; the night ofignorance fled at the breaking of the intellectual morning; in-formation came in with conquest; books became the companionsof men, and the sybil and the,tripod were forgotten; Kings advan-ced thefcause of learning, and thought it an honor to found alibrary; printing was invented; the horn-book was thrown a-side; man was regenerated; education was made a system, andthe philosophy of mind found its purest fountain in the alcovesof the universities.
I have given this hurried history of education from theearliest times, to show that there is perhaps no word in ourlanguage more indefinite, or.less understood--it can be defined onas it has been, by the successive periods, and successive characteof ages that are gone, and ages that are to come; or rather, its difinition is so fleeting, it cannot be caught at--it is as changablias language itself. The literature, and style of conception andwriting that we may boast of at any particular moment is form-ed of that shifting lc..nguage which lives with us and among usunder its thousand forms; and strange as it may appear, thoughwe are effecting the revolution ourselves, we do not wonder, be-cause we are not conscious of what we are doing. This it isthat stamps even thought with mortality, and whi ,a4ds forceto that beautiful conceit of Johnson,*--"Wordt a ae daughtersof earth, things the sons of heaven." I have sa:d that edu-cation has become more and more a system of experiment, sincethe capability of mental improvement has been discovered;

*Preface to Dictionary.
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and shall go on co show indirectly, in general observation, the ad-
vantages which modern instruction and information may have
brought with them, claiming as I hope all ttat allowance which
the latitude of the subject seems to require.

We assume, as an undeniable truth, that the foundation of a
true and comprehensive system of education, must be laid in
right views as to the laws of the human mind. When we speak
without the pale of childhood, indeed, mind has the precedence
to thecclaim of instruction; the heart lies open to the influence
of intellect; and so far as this is true, there is a perfect trans-
position of the constitutent of our nature, in modern times, from
the necessary order of tile ancients. We can readily conceive to
what a state of mental negativeness we should be reduced, were
our plans of education conducted in direct contrariety to the
known principles of the understanding; and we should think that
teacher ill calculated to mould the faculties of the growing gen-
eration, who called his pupils to the contemplation and study of
what mature, and even philosophical years might despair at.
The noble spirit of man must be seen playing around on the
surface of existence, in its infancy; coming years will see it
striking upward to higher things; the oak, in the littleness of its
strength, puts forth its leaves almost upon the earth; but time will
see it waving in a purer atmosphere, while it grasps with a firmer
hold, the great element which first supported it. And yet, were
we to bring one observation nearly home, we shall find that what
we wondered at as absurd, has been, and in many cases, still is,
the practical notion, through all the diversities of our school
education. In the beginning, there could not have been a more
mistaken sentiment, and how a mode of education that has often-
times come so near defeating itself, should have been continued,
appears almost unaccountable. We have often seen the ill ef-
fects of this forced instruction. Sometimes a genius of lofty
tone, has been perverted and deadened by some well meant at-
tempt to urge in upon the brain a whole system, that was as dis-
cordant with its original endowments, as the principal of Pagan-
ism would be to the full grown child of a Christian. Sometimes
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there has been told the boy, the necessity of engrafting, as it
were, a science in upon his soul; with the prospect of many long
years before the taking, until the tree is ready to die, by some
natural impossibility of its living: the child throws away his
book, when his peculiar talent dawns upon him, and then compulsior
is only compulsion on tbe ruin. This is setting up a kind of
mental standard, under which every species of un.Lerstanding must
come and range itself, and which is 'little better than thatstate education, of whose imperfections we shall soon have occa-
sion to speak. The infliction of corporal punishment takes up
wide space in the survey of education, and appears to have been
a subject of almosttas much speculation and dispute, as the com-parative merits of public aod private instruction. In our day,
the voice of men, is undeniably against it, and we may esteemourselves as living in a happy age, that we can look back, and
see to what mischief, and idleness, and misery, the majority ofyouth arrived under the hand of a merciless tutor--and we canimprove by the retrospect. It was, indeed, the extreme of pe-dantic delusion in the civilized sdhools, to hope for improvement a
a tribunal from which there was no appeal, and before a despotwho recognized punishment as the only,definition of government;who looked not to see the bent, and character of the mind, andcared not to put genius in its way rejoicing; who heard not the
appeal of a distinct and energetic ambition, and who would not
listen to any plan of amelioration: because he believed none half
so effectual and plausible as that of his lash.We are not sure but there may be instances of this coersive
method, even now, at the bottom of all these complaints which
we have heard rung in the public ear, and if so, we are ready to
believe them relics of that favorite

superstition, of the danger
and folly of which experience is every day fortifying our convic-
tion.* But this magisterial tyranny has almost gone from among*We would not be understood to mean here that force andpunishment are not oftentimes necessary in the schools; theremarks apply only to the evil of driving young minds to Studies
wholly incompatible with their endowments, disregarding meanwhile
those on which it woutd expand and improve.
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us; and we have learned to blush and grow indignant at a courseof monarchical cruelty, exercised with a temper little less sanguiary and unyielding than that of a Turkish schoOlmaster. Thishigh-handed, unrelenting plan wes first reprobated in the coun-tteeesoof Europe; how much more necessary is it that it should beannihilated here. There is something in the genius of our Insti-tutions that must detroy it in time, but is it not better that it
should be put to death? Say what we will, there seems to be aninspiring of the republican spirit: in our very children, thatbrooks this unnatural control, they seem to be taught in the cra-dle that there is freedom of mind with a freedom of soil, and tiswell they think so: were they to grow up with this horror of theschool, tais dread of punishment, this certainty of forced edu-,:a-tion and perverted genius, what would our young men be, and howwould our old men die. There would be no growing up of thatbeautiful and redeeming principle of liberty, which we love toboast of, for all sense of it would be crushed in the beginning;
a fearful, trembling, cowardly souldwould be the inheritance ofour:children, and they would die without one glistening of that di-vine spark which is to animate those that come after them. It is
better for us to live with a sense of dignity, even if it must beassociated with something imposing and bold, than that we shouldadvance into being with a continual cringing of our nature; witha consciousness that we must be driven to the fulfilment of thegreater offices of life, as we have been to our lessons. There
is no reason why we should not be compeltdd:to play out a verytragedy of existence, when nature seems to have destined us fora living comedy1 as well as to scowl over mathematics in theschools, when heaven has made us only for the circle of poetryand the muses. There is then but little philosophy in specificeducation.

State inter-Nrence, on the other hand is calculated to do no
good, and not a little evil to the cause of general information.This was peculiarly the case with the countries of the old time.Where the infant minds of a whole people are moulded and bent

2
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down to a particular system, which has its efficacy and authorityonly from the constitution of the land, that people will be left toboast only a kind of selfishness of learning, which may be as nar-row as it is superficial; and more, it makes but a creed of edu-cation, which has not even the solitary advantage of the thousanddoctrines in religion, that of bearing along the mind in a marchof investigation. Let the state have an interest so far only as toinsure the privilege of instruction to all, but let it not fetterhuman understanding, in the greenness and strength of its exis-tence, to one pursuit, exclusively, though such a measure be dic-tated by prejudice, or even by policy; so far as it doeF so, it isbut sinking community into stagnation. Let mind then I-, as ex-cursive as air, and there will be a rich ano varied harvest in theaututn of a nation's intellect; as its ships, which fling theirwhite sails over aZZ the oceans, tell, at once the resources of anempire, and teturn only to add to its wealth and its power.It is but within a few years that the art of education hasengaged so great a share of speculative attention, and within buta few centuries that it has been written about at all. If we lookfarther, we must go back into the Roman age of Quinctilian. Thatgreat philosopher who conceived a constitution for our own re-public, (the ingenious Locke) gave birth to a system, which, al-though it did much in awakening a regard to the science, did notfully accomplish its objects, nor perhaps crown the author withso much glory and success as his deep and unwearied researchesinto the human understanding. Many others, who were not philosopherEhave followed in theffootsteps of the masters, but their planshave been but painted hypotheses; founded on a supposition of asort of mental legerdemain, rather than upon correct views of theintellectual nature.
But there has been no day like our own for the contagion oftheory. Genius, and talent, and learning, and wit, have eachbrought forward their constitutions, and each have supported themwith manful enthusiasm. Ingenuity seems to have been tortured,experience to have been dissatisfied, and experiment to
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have come up with the forlorn hope of invention. Still we aretold that education is a system of imperfection, and many a How-ard in the cause of learning, is now laboring to advance itsimprovement. Yet it is more than probable that time has done,and is doing, more than any thing else. The peculiar genius ofthe age and of our country, does more than all their endeavors.It is absurd--it is impossible to believe that in these times ofmental illumination the cramped and unbending ceremonial of antiqueeducation should be countenanced or borne. There is a deeperinsight into humanity now; and it is known as well to the pupilas to the teacher: a wider suryey of the world, of intellectualmachinery, of the reality of things, has brought the tutors of ourschooTs and our universities nearer to a level with the young menwho frequent them, and while it has done so, given a moderndignity and beauty and polish to education. It has advanced it,for it has made it no longer a mystery; and it has certainlydeveloped one of its great secrets, when it shows us that theinstructers of old did not come down and enter into the interestsand feelings of their disciples; that they moved in the lone anddistant sphere of their own austerity; an austerity which it waslittle better than death to approach, but which was derided andforgotten in its absence.
It would be foreign to our purpose, as well as trespassingupon time to touch upon the disputed question of public and privateschools, or to review the fields of argument which have been heldby the advocates of both. Instruction of thetpublic mind aloneis the object of thecassociation inwwhose behalf I address you thisevening, and without entering at all into the discussion of thismuch litigated problem, we leave it with thel consolatory assur-ance, that let them enter by which portal they may, the oakenand the myrtle wreaths are twining for cal the worthies, in thetemple of Minerva.
Much has been said about the evil of multiplying books. Bethat as it may, it is at least a necessary evil; and, on the wholewe are safe in asserting that the founding of Libraries was a
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memorable era in the annals of education. The manuscript col-
lections of old, indeed, were not so favorable to the cause, as to
the philosophers and priests and wise men, who in those days
seemed to be the reservoir.e of learning; and it was not till the
art of printing did so much for the world, that any thing was
done for the reading mass of mankind. In the alphabet ofiithe hu-
man mind, there was no need of books, but in these days of its
experience and maturity, they are the great ministers to its in-
formation.

After the period of infancy or boyhood has gone by, and the
early, mechanical application of rules to the

understanding is no
longer relied on/ observation comes to usurp the place of passive
obedience; and on this observation rests the

superstructure of all
that is valuable and practical in human knowledge. All that
education which is to fit a man for the world, its dispositions, and
its revolutions, and its passions, lies hid in the mysteries of the
human character; and there is a call upon boldness and perseverance
to unfold them. Let us go out into the busy places of life, where
not only the faculties but the ruling divinities of men stand forth
in their strongest relief; can you question for a moment, which
is the happiest, and the, greatest, and the best, that man whose
principle lifts him above the littleness of all this mass of
mind which is around him, and whose study of it has carried
him with Daedalian accuracy through all the intricacies of its
labyrinth; whose information has taught him how it was made,
and whose experience has showed him how it acts, or that man,
who stands there, in utter ignorance of its hopes and fears; of
its practical

tendencies, and its practical effects; who believes
it is a living picture of his favorite theory, and who, in his
unprepared ambition stoops to court it, only to be

disappointed!
There is no hesitation for an answer. The knowledge of this
singular nature, is the finish of education; without it, it is only
good for the cloister, and will come to almost nothing in its
application. Let reading be regulated by judgment, and the
principles of the heart, and of the passions, and of the intellect,
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as developed in books and in study, will sink in upon the under-standing, and fasten upon the memory; and when we go abroadinto the world, we shall go in a march of experiment, and bringall we have read about, up to the standard of reality. This iscoming out into the light of information; and the manners, andthe heart, and the, whole nature are softened and made better,while the spirit grows eager in feeding upon the knowledge ofhuman society. Hence that love of foreign travel which hasgrown up within our own observation, and which in the bosomsof genius and ltterary patriotism, has done much for individualaccomplishment, and much for the character and learning or ourcountry.
In expatiating thus widely, I have purposely kept aloof fromthe great object for which we are assembled here, because thereis no better mode of recommending the advantages of a peculiarsystem, than by observing the modifications of the grand principleupon which it is founded, as they have beer, successively presentedto our observation. Among the Institutions of our country, theproudest are those where Economy and Information are standingupon the threshold. Such institutions are as deserving of our sup-port, as th,.../4 ara of our praises. Surely there is none more noblein its object-, yr beneficial in its consequences, than that which isdedicategl tm -the improvement of the human mind; whose aim is tocollect the wisdom and knowledge of many years, not to set it upas a show and fear to humble and distant spirits, but to bring itnear to the mental eye: to send ft out as the hereA of instruc-tion; to constitute it the guardian of morality: not to keep itlike holy water in some unapproachable place, but to open it as afountain where all may drink deeply if they will. Such was the ob-ject of the "Mechanic Association," under whose auspices a Li-brary was established in this town. The founding of such a Li-brary, with all the wise and philanthropic motives which influenc-ed those who undertook it, should be looked upon by those whommisfortune or circumstance have denied the privilege of a finishededucation, and who, therefore have become subjects of its charita-
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ble blessings, with an eye of gratitude, and a mind full of pleas-ing anticipations. They, aZI of us, may look upon this Institutionas a substitute for the school; as possessing many of its advan-tages with a total absence of its evils. Here we have appart of thatvery freedom which we have been advocating; the understanding isnot fettered to what it hates; the.mental powers are not torturedtill ambition grows stupid and exertion tires, and genius is notset to struggle against nature. The faculties of the mind arebrought to their bearings, and every one finds what may brightenhis talents into action. There is fr.,!..)ing here that will poisonthe soul; for the very spirit of the society excludes every yolciume that can impart the least moral contagion, and every pageof that dangerous amusement, which may creep upon the young heartunder an apology for science. Here is a system of education lyingupon the shelves; and it may be examined and understood at leisure,without the chance of sc(4_, compulsion, or the room for schoolidleness. Thus far, it stanas above the education of oursemindries.Then if we look further on ve shall find the end answered withalmost mathematical certairty, by Ulat very constituton of ournature, which we mentioned E:vefaime. 'Since the revival of mind therehas been a continued thirst. i'vr infwrmation. Now when it can beobtained in its purity, under .silich mdvantages, it is more thanprobable that exertion will be propnrtioned to a sense of thevalue of such an institution; -and i it be so, there will goforthfrom it a most glorious light *upon Sbciety. The support of anInstitution like this, is the 'best tribute which public patronagecan render to genius; for on pluAic patronage it must depend. Ifthe mind can here find speculons with which it feels a congeni-ality, it will find its occupa7zion there; and the arts and thesciences may improve and expand under the influences of some moderngenius. The mechanic will flnd his knowledge extended, histheories starting into life, his invention breaking away fromhis fears, and coming upon the public, to their astonishmentand his own fame. Then should not such genius be encouraged?Should not such an Institution be upheld?
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It is an Institution in which society must feel an active interest.
We must all do something for the information as well as for the
Religion of our country. Some there are, we know, who want no
call upon their philanthrophy; whose charity is as beneficent as
it is unostentatious; and which, like the fountain that plays in
solitude, sends forth a stream to gladden and make verdant the
surface of humanity. Go then, and lay upon its shelves, those
volumes over which art loves to ponder, and feels the first kin-
dling of its young existence. Be all of us its friends, and we
shall bring there, what will do more good than a thousand pre-
cepts, or a thousand instructions; be all of us its friends, and we
shall bear a part in the noble charity c enriching the national
intellect: be all of us its friends, and we shall have the grateful
remembrance that we added to the order and strength and wholesome-
ness of the common body: be all of us i.-..s friends, and we shall
have a proud remuneration in the scienc_ and morality of the land.

But above all this, there is a most )owerful argument t6r
the support of this Institution. It has.aat least the negatitve vir-
tue of being a check;upon idleness. There is not a word in our
language, in its most contracted, or its most fearful import, that
falls with such a leaden acCent upon the ear of a good man. There
cannot be a more prophetic one whispered in the ear of a coun-
try's destiny. Idleness! it is worse than ill-directed genius; for
it can hope for nothing but oblivion; it is worse than giddy am-
bitionfor it has not the redemption of one high and active prin-
ciple; it is worse than the immediate perpetrat:on of a single
crime; for it leads to the consequent perpetration of a thousand.
With the young, its baneful effects are equalled only by those it
realizes among the poor; and there can be no more dreadful pic-
ture than that of an idle and uneducated poor. Look into any
country, and there is misery and desolation always in its train.
We have heard of these things too often not to remember them.
Look into Scotland, before parliament proved the efficacy of even
a national instruction for the poor, and we need no commentary;
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and when we hear the great Fletcher of Saltoun telling-us thatin the days of their indigence and degeneracy;* "no magistratecould discover that they had even been baptized, or in what vayone in a hundred went out of the world ;? and that "in times ofplenty many thousands of them met together in the mountainrwhere they would feast and riot many days; and at country wk.:si-dings, markets, burials and other publicloccasions, they were tobe seen, both men and women,
perpetually drunk, curs4ng, blas-pheming and fighting together"--we want no more solemm appealto beware of national idleness, and promote national i-ndustry.Will it not then be gaining every thing for Society, if allthis mass of wandering and unsettled mind be brought to an effectivand valuable concentrationl and will ye not feel proud that such amental store-house should be built up; and shall not your cofferstherefore be uncovered, and the mite thrown in, that it may be wellfilled with food for the great moral body of our landl Let it berememberedand all other notives sink to nothingthat thisInstitution looks to the best preservation of the Commmnwealth;that it looks to the heart as well as the mind of the peopleand tcthe young heart and to the young mind--that it helps on the spiritof our liberty, while it helps on information; and beyond all thatit annihilates idleness, which is the very necessity of the Law!But it may be said, in this inundation of the press, any manmay have his own books by him if he will, and if he do not, it is thobstinacy of ignorance. Whence then the necessity of a Library?But can all men, without it have a choice of their reading, or thebooks they want? True it is, some happy volume may be a treasureto some happy individual; but will he not want another to see itsprinciples expanded--and will not others want it tooi The Bibleis in itself a library, but was it the Bible alone that has doneso much for Religion?

But the art of Education stops not here. There is much tobe done for the cause, by the conduct of those, upon whom rest
*Vide Ency Art. Educe. et Dr. Currie, Life Burns.
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amre o47'hm responsibilities, and respectabiltties of life. Thereis a f..r.Ai.on of the intellect and of the affe:ztions, which captivatesand coLtdiands, as well as the physical fashionn of our outwardnature. 1:ie hope for the best instruction of those who are gath-ering up around us, and let us remember that there is an instruc-tion 9rowil.t1 out of our feelings and our actis, and that thereare the eyes of a generation upon us to catch "ne manners as theyrise. We hope much for the regulation of the qeart, with theimprovement of the understanding; and we must remenber thatboth are ordered by what they see and experic-le in the world;we hope that the souls of our children wiTl aslpire to the true honorand dignity of their country; and we must rember that theirfathers must show them how to do it. We mustecollect thereis the education of example, and that it spurn 3 the precepts ofbooks--and I had almost said of Bibles!--w@ mW%lt remember thatvice must be thrown out of society; and tha.t itit cannot standwith the eternal majesty of morality; that thet-a must be no des-pising of all that is honorable and high in a vammumity in ouryouth, and leave that community for its charactter, only to its greyheads, and its venerable years; we must go into, the very depths ofour nature, and bring out from its mines ttat pure gold of in-tellect and heart, which alone is valuable, andalone worthy ofexertion to obtain. Let us, who are in the opening of life do honorto the beneficent institutions of our country, lv cherishing astrong and practical belief of their dearness arnd their politicalpurity. This is the noblest consecration we can make--this is themost enduring light we can throw upon their memory. And think notto see them lift themselves in the atmosphere t:t immorality andindolence. No; the Temple of Knowledge never Lioks so beau-tiful and grand as in the sunshine of virtue. Let the youngestamong us feel that it is indeed a good thing to help educate, andto be educated, and we shall have our best praise from thetlips ofthose who have grown wise in the experience of it; let those whohave come up to manhood look to it, and they will find it is agood thing, when they think where they might have been with-

3
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out it; let our old men look to it and they will feel it is a good
thing, when they think what their sons might have been without it.

And what is the spirit that will lead to all these things? It
is Industry, that industry which is the very genius of Education.
To promote it, is the hope and object of this Institution, and with-
out it there is no such thing as Education. There must be a con-
stantly abiding recollection that man must labor here for emi-
nence and a good name; that he cannot arrive at either by in-
difference; and this it is that makes the very selfishness of the
world a providence in itself, for it leads us to call up the energies
of our minds to struggle for greatness, and not to trust to obtain-
ing it gratuitously from mankind.

Industry then must be the foundation on which we are to build.
Industry must be our only hope in th4;school, and out of the school;
in life and through life to the(tomb--and he is hardly prepared
for the tomb, who has not found it accompanying him there. It is
this alone which brings a man to an honorable mediocrity, or
lifts him to the true exaltation; without it, a throne is but a
dream, and on either sidenof it, forgetfulness and a grave. To the
being of an honorable ambition, we say, INDUSTRY alone will win
the high place; and to him of humbler and perhaps happier as-
pirations, we can only say, remember that *"Time is money."
The sentence is in itself a sermon, and armed by our Franklin
with all his own electricity.

*Franklin's Mittellanies.
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"The opinion was once entertained by many in our republic, that to give
men educ-tion, was in effect making them rogues, and perhaps some may
still be found who believe that for the generality of the people
nothing more is necessary than to teach them the arts c-f reading and
writing."

"Cut up the st.stem of education into as many parts as you please, increase
the number of its departments to any given extent - still there must be
an original or a grand source of all useful information."

"Nothing can be more certain, my friends, than the destruction of this
happy confe0eration, ith -rising race are abandoned to their ignorance
and to their vices."

A survey of aspects of general education.

1. Discusses a plan for national and universal education.

2. Describes the advantages to society of a sound education system.
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New York, 31st January, 1831.

Rev. and Dear Sir,

The undersigned, having heard with the highest gratifica-
tion and pleasure, the Sermon delivered by you last evening, in
behalf of the Sunday School attached to the Reformed Dutch
Church in Broome street; feel it a pleasure and duty to acknow-
ledge their sense of the happy and judicious manner, in which
you so ably treated the subject of a more extecded, and enlarged
education.

Convinced that it will be an acceptable favor to those who
had not the privilege of being present at its delivery, we are
induced, as members of your congregation, to request a copy of
the same for publication.

Respectfully, we are, Dear Sir,
Your sincere friends,

LAMBERT SUYDAM,
0. HARRIMAN,
THOMAS T. WOODRUFF,
SAMUEL KIP, JR.
PETER VAN ZANDT,
M. VAN SCHAICK,
WM. C. WALES,
PETER FORRESTER.

To the Rev. Jacob Brodhead, D. D.
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New York, February 14th, 1831.

GENTLEMEN,

According to your request, I herewith send you a copy of
the Sermon preached on Sabbath evening, the 30th of January
last, and am, with sentiments of esteem,

Your affectionate Friend and Pastor,

JACOB BRODHEAD.

TO LAMBERT SUYDAM, ESQ.
O. HARRIMAN, ESQ.
THOMAS -17.-.WOODRUFF, ESQ.
SAMUEL KIP, JR. ESQ.
PETER VAN ZANDT, ESQ.
M. VAN SCHAICK, ESQ.
WM, C. WALES, ESQ.
PETER FORRESTER, M. D.

SERMON, &C.

Deuteronomy vi. 4--9.

Rear, 0 Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord: and thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with aZZ
thy soul, and with aZZ thy might. And these words which I
command thee this day, shall be in thy heart: and thou shalt
teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt taZk of them
when thou sittest in thy house, and when thou walkest by the
way, and when thou Ziest down, and when thou risest up. And
thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thy hand, and they shall
be as frontlets between thine eyes, and thou shalt write them
upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.

The words of the text, which particularly form the basis
of our discourse, are the following. "And these words, which
I command thee this day, shalt
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be in thine heart: and thou ahaZt teach them diligentZy untothy chiZdren."
At first the art of writing, and since, that of printing,have been the means of conferring upon mankind, incalculableblessings,--blessings ever on the increase. "By them a historyof the remotest times and events, is faithfully conveyed toposterity: and every succeeding age has the opportunity ofimproving by the recorded knowledge and discoveries of thepast." It would seem that the art of writing, was taught byGod himself: for, it is declared,* "and he gave unto Moses,when he had made an end of communing with him upon MountSinai, two tables of testimony, tables of stone, written withthe finger cf God."
Previodsly to this, it is true, we find that the Lordcommanded Moses to write for a memorial in a book, the victoryobtained by Joshua over Amalek;** but this command may havebeen given by "way of anticipation," or perhaps the command wasnot given

*Exodus, xxxi. 18.

7

**Exodus, xvii. 14.

until after the writing of the law upon the tables of stone, bythe finger of God.* This first authentic ancient written docu-ment, was still ineexistence at the destruction of the formertemple. The earliest authentic history is that written byMoses. It is probable, therefore, that the two tables of thelaw, and the Pentateuch, were the first specimens of writing;and the inference is not without plausibility, that God himselfrevealed the art of writ;ing to Moses; that he communicated theknowledge of it to the Israelites, and that they transmitted itto other eastern nations.** The design of this was, to preservethe oracles of God, and to transmit them to succeeding ages.

*All writers, however, do not agree in this opinion. Somesuppose that as mankind had lived more than sixteen hundred yearsbefore the flood; it cannot be believed, that they lived withoutthe use of letters: hence they think it probable, that the useof letters came from Noah. Some trace them to Abraham,--othersagain assert, that the Egyptians invented letters. Pliny thoughtthat they were of Assyrian origin.--See Shuchford.
**See Horn's introduction to the critical study and knowl-edge of the Holy Scriptures.
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In this manner they were continued from age to age, untilthe art of printing was invented, which may with much propriety,be called the "ars artium." **
Moses, the divine historian, was instructed by the Lord,to write his commandments, that they might be a perpetual re-membrance. So he didand,hence we have in his five books,the hostory of eveRts, comprehending a period of more than twothousand years from the creation.
In these books are found the'first oracles of God to ourrace, and here we must look for the beginning of those wonderfulrevelations from heaven, whichiin their end and consummation,will fully de-

*The art of arts.

**Till within the last three hundred and sixty years, therewere no printed books in our language: they were all written.The first book iknown to be printed in English, was the Historyof Troy, translated from the French, by William Caxton, ofCalogne, and by him printed in that City, in the year 1471--SeeThomas° History of printing.

9

velop the whole mystery of God's creation and providence.Settling our minds down, therefore, upon the great fact, thatthese writings of Moses are the first communications of God tous; we should place them beside all the subsequent ones,written by inspired men, and consider the whole as containinga perfect system of faith and duty.
The descendants of the patriarch Jacob, were selected bythe wisdom and good pleasure of Jehovah, from among all other°nations, to be the peculiar peoples to whom he would manifesthis transcendent favor; and through whom he would despense hisblessings to mankind, down to future ages--thus constitutingthem his Church and nation.
To them he committed, in trust, his holy oracles, and theywere intended for the benefit of all who should cordially re-ceive them.
All therefore, that Moses recorded, of a doctrinal and amoral nature, was given to the church;

2 ,
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and this the visible church in all ages is bound to receiveand observe.
The words of our text are part of the solemn addressof Moses to the nation of Israel, just before his death, whenthey were about to enter into Canaan.
He here lays down the great principles of religious faithand obedience. In regard to the former he declares, "Hear,0 Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord," or Jehovah our Godis one Jehovah. In regard to the latter--"thou shalt lovethe Lord thy God--or Jehovah thy God, with all thine heart,and with all thy soul, and with all thy might."These are the fundamentaliprinciples of all true religion--they are a summary of true faith and practice.To the first of these scriptures the Jews attached thegreatest importance, and deservedly so--for it teaches theoneness of the Almighty. Jehovah is one in essence, and theonly object of true,worship.
To this truth all true christians adhere most sin-

11

cerely, This distinguishes them from all Pantheists, and fromall who worship Saints or Angels.
This, however, does not contradict the doctrine of a Trinityof persons in the unity of divine essence--but implies it.Jehovah our God is one Jehovah; for as it is remarked ;11an ancient Jewish treatise, "this is the seal of the ring oftruth, and when they are joined, they are one, in one unity."Love to God, implies all the homage and obedience whichwe his creatures owe this JEHOVAH OUR GOD JEHOVAH.
Moses then prescribes the manner of maintaining and per-petuating religious knowledge, "and these words which I com-mand thee this day shall be in thine heart--and thou shaltteach them diligently unto thy children."
Here, (if I mistake not,)'we find the great Lawgiver ofthe Hebrew nation, stating most explicitly the
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the important duty mf national imstruction. He solemnly chargesthem to teach all tttetr children those statutes and commandments
which the Lord had given them,.declaring, that the nation'sprosperity and happiness depended on the knowledge and practiceof these.

"Ye shall di4igently keep the commandments of the Lordyour God, and his testimonies, and his statutes, which he hathcomcanded thee. And thou shalt do that which is right and good
in the sight of the Lord: that it may be well with thee, andthat thou mayest go in and possess the good land which the Lordsware unto thy fathers. To cast out all thine enemies frombefore thee, as the Lord hath spoken. And when thy son askeththee in time to come, saying, What mean the testimonies, andthe statutes, and the judgments, which the Lord our God hathcommanded you? Then thou shalt say,unto thy son, We werePharaoh's bond-men in Egypt; and the Lord brought us out ofEgypt withaa mighty hand; And the Lord shewed signs and wonders,great and sore upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all hishousehold, before our eyes. And he

13

brought us out fromtthencz that he might bring us in, to giveus the land which he sware unto our fathers. And the Lordcommanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the Lord -our God,for our good always, that 'lie might pTeserve us alive, as it isat this day. And it shall' be our righteousness, if we oserveto do all these cscommandmarr before the Lord our God, as 771ehath commanded us."
The duty enjoined in tate text, ts addressed, therefore, toall nations who receive tfmt., Bible as God's revelation; and allchristian churches and peoFle are solemnly obligated to teachchildren and youth the words of the Lord. To them he speaks,

"these my words shall be in thine heart, and thou shalt teachthem diligently unto thy children."As the political and ecclesiastical systems of the Israelites
were blended, so all their civil and religious affairs wereintimately connected,--hence all their education was in a sttictsense national.

Education cannot, in this sense, be said to be nationalin any christian country: for no other people
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have ever lived under such a government. Even in nations wherethe state and religion are united, there still exists a diversityin the manner end planoof instruction.But notwithstanding this; I believe that God intended tnthella;ls and government'Of this people, that all .christian commmullities should look to this commonwealth as the great exemplarfor their, imitation, and in nothing should they more diligentlycopy after them, than in their system of education.With these:introductory remarks, I propose to consider,
I. The subject of Universal or latiOnal Education.
II. The basis upon which it should be founded.
III. The duty of extending such education to all ourchildren and youth, particularly to the poor.
I. National Education.--By this I intend one uniformsystem of universal instruction.

15

I do not mean only the necessity of diffusing informationor knowledge; for this is not denied. The day of such stupidityhas passed away in our country.
The opinion was once entertained by many in our republic,that to give men education, was in effect making them rogues,and perhaps some may still be found who believe that for thegenerality of the people, nothing more is necessary than toteach them the arts of reading and writing.Such doctrines have now but few advoeates in the world,excepting those crowned despots who, in order to keep theirsubjects in the chains of brutal slavery, find it necessaryto withhold from them the knowledge of those rights which theGod of heaven hath conferred upon them.
Sentiments allied to these, have likewise been held hymany christians, yea; by whole sects of professing believersin the Bible, in regard to the ministers of God's word. Theyavowed the sentiment, that a learned ministry was rather aninjury than a blessing, or at least, that human learning wasnot neces-
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sary for an ambassador from heaven's court. It seemed to be
believed that learning and piety could not exist together.
But this erroneous and injurious opinion has likewise been
discarded. And there is now scarcely a denomination of
christians in our country, which has not its College, and
its TheOlogical Seminary.

While we therefore simcerely rejoice to know that the
lights of science are diffusing themselves among this happy
people--we still feel that one thing is wanting--a uniform
system of national education.

Whether under our form of government such a plam is
practicable, may be questioned by mamy.

If it be practicable, it can be effected only, perhaps,
by interchange of sentiments between literary institutions
througheut our land, and by the final adoption of ona uniform
system of teaching tn all schools and colleges.*

*We cannot but hope that the literary convention lately
held in this city, will be the means of awakening the attention
of the whole literary republic to this important suhlect, and
will ultimately lead

17

I know not whether congress have the c3nstitut1onal
power to establish a National University; or_if they have,
it is certain, that they do not possess the authority to
enforce the practice of any particular system upon other
institutions of learning. This would interfere with the
sovereignty of states, clearly guaranteed by our national
constitution.*

to the attainment of this desirable object. Let such conventions
be called together through our country, and let delegates be
appointed from each to the other, and no reasoneble doubt can
be entertained of final success.

*The writer was very forcibly impressed with the following
remarks of a citizen of New York, in a "Letter" addressed to
"the President of the United States, on the subject of the
surplus revenue." It is proposed that one half, or any definite
part of the surplus be annually appropriated to education. Let
this be divided equally among all the States, without any reference
to extent of territory, or number of inhabitants. Each State
then, would at once receive annually a sum of money varying
from 50 to 200,000 dollars, to be directed exclusively to the
establishment of a university. These universities in the
capital or chief-town in each State, would have commodious and
noble buildings, extensive libraries, costly apparatus, and
liberal provision for the best instructers. By these establish-
ments the most complete and finished education would be accessible
to the sons of the poorest citizen in every part of the union.
The spirit of lofty and generous emulation among these 24
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Nor has any state (so far as I know) the right of enforcing
any one system of instruction to tht exclusion of all others.

"All that the state has to do is, to see that none shall
be left without the means of instruction"--leaving the rest to
the direction of those whose business it is to superintemd the
general interests of education.

To afford such means to every individual, is the ungwestionable
duty of every state. "There is probably no better test of theenlightened wisdom of a nation, them the extent and sufficiency
of its provisions for the education of its children."

or more national establishments, would be a sum pledge for
thetr continually increasing activity and usefulness, and their
accordance with our other free political institmtions wou'hd
prevent them from being perverted f7Jom their oriinal 4estination.
--Magazine of Useful and Entertainimg Knowledge_

*See Or. Griscom's address at the opening (3.7' the "New York
High School," 1825.- Of this institution it may .3e said with jus-
tice, that it deserves the patronage of all our fellow citizens.
It is a monument to the honor of those who have established it,
and we

19

So far, then, as education may be called nar:ional,its object
can be obtained perhaps, only by the legislative provisions ofevery state in our union.

And surely every friend to the cause of human improvement
rejoices, that this subject is duly estimated by many states,
and I am pleased to add, by none more than our own.

Half a million of children and youth have been taught the
past year in the common schools of the State, and the increase
of scholars during the same period, has been over nineteen
thousand.

teUit it Will dbhtihue to be an invaluable blessing to coming
generations.

*The Governor of the state in his last message, gives the
following pleasing statement on the subject of our common schools.

There is no one of our public institutions of more importance,or which has better fulfilled public expectation, than that pro-viding for instruction in common schools. The large fund, ap-
propriated to that object, has produced a complete organization
throughout the state; and although the system has had to en-
counter all the obstacles to a new enterprize, of such magnitude
in its operations and objects, yet it has been well seconded
by public zeal and liberality.
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2. I proceed to consider, the basis upon which national
education should be founded, in all christian countries.

Its imperfections may receive some correction from legislation,
yet:more is to be hoped from individual exertions, to carry the
design of the legislature into effect within the several districts.

There are nine thousand and sixty-two school districts in
this state, and eight thousand six hundred and thirty have made
returms according to the statute. One hundred and ninety new
districets have been formed during the year, and the number which
haye made returns has increased three hundred thirty-ei9ht inthe same periad. There are in the districts from which reports
beere been received, four hundred ninety-seven thousand five
hundred and three children between five and sixteen years of age,
and four bundred ninety-nine thousand four hundred and twenty-
four scholars have been taught during the year in the common
schools of the state; the general average of instruction having
been about eight months. The returns show an increase of children
between five and sixteen, compared with the preceding year, of
twentyfour thousand one hundred ninety-four, and an increase of
the member instructed, of nineteen thousand three hundred eighty-
three echolars.

The public money apportioned among the several school districts
during the past year, amounts to two hundred thirty-nine thousand
seven hundred and thirteen dollars. Of this sum, one hundred thou-
sand dollars was paid from the state treasury, and the residue wasderived from a tax upon the several towns, and from local funds pos-

21

As the object of all valuable instruction professedly is,
to enlighten the human mind in all useful knowledge and to form
the character; it is very evident, that there must be some great
foundation upon which the whole structure must rest.

Cut up the system of education into as many parts as you
please, increase the number of its departments to any given ex-
tent--still there must be an original or a grand source of all
useful information.

In all departments of learning at the present day, written
or printed systems constitute the texts. These are adopted in
all schools and higher seminaries. Moderns draw from the
ancients--and text books are introduced and used as the labours
of the learned are brought to light.

All we have to do, therefore, to find the object for

SeSted by some of them. In addition to the public money, there
has been paid to teachers by the inhabitants of the districts,
three hundred forty-six thousand eight hundred and seven dollars,
making a total of five hundred eighty-six thousand five hundred
and twenty dollars, paid for teacherds wages alone, in the com-
mon schools of the state.
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which we now seek, is, to go back to remotest ages, and inquire,
what is t,e first book of science which isknown to have existed?
From what book or oracles have men received the first principles
of all science? If we can find that book, we have the basis
sought for.

And if my friends, you anticipate me in the answer which I
cannot hesitate to give--so much the better; for I shall then be
relieved from the necessity of takiAg up much of your time on
this topic. If you say the Bible; it is so, This is the book,
this is the first system of all science communicated and written
--at least the first part of it.

Here, therefore, we have found th,efbasis of all useful in-
struction; and if so, the inference is obvious; that this should
Me made the text book, to which all others should refer, and by
which they should be tested.

It has been a most deplorable mistake in former years, to
exclude this first book of science from our regular systems of
instruction, especially in our

nigher schools and our colleges. And we have been punished for
it, in the prevalence of infidel and licentious principles which
have been received and practised by so many in our land.

While our youth go forth in armies from our seminaries of
learning, with their minds filled with pagan classics, and with
pagan characters for their models: they are dispersed over this
land, ignorant of the most ancient authentic history of nations,
amd of those models for imitation which their Creator has been
pleased to place before them in his BOOK. Hence, instead of
deriving their information of that which is truly excellent, and
exalted, and sublime, from the uncorrupted source of divine
revelation, they draw from the impure fourtains of knowledge
corrupted by superstition and idolatry.

Let it not be said that the evidences of the Christian
eligion, and the moral philosophy which are taught in our col-

leges, make our youth acquainted with the Bible. Nothing can be
a silbstitute for that Book, the first, the greatest, the best
classic.

We are pleased to know, that this subject is now
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receiving the attention of the friends of our country and ofcorrect and elevated science; and we hope that the time is athand, when this Book of God, which contains the priiciples ofall valuable knowledge and practice, shall be placed at the,
head of all stto_ies in all our seminaries of learning.

If it must be conceded, that the Bible is the book ofuniversal science, necessary to be read and understood by all
men, without distinction of rank or learning; I also aver, thatit is the only book of universal importance.

Every man need not understand Law,-or Physic, or Philosophy,
or Mechanics, or the Greek and Latin classics, or other human
sciences0;though they are all important in their places; butevery man, every individual, should be acquainted with this
book, the source of ail knowledge truly valuable to all men.

If,therefore, we do not begin with this book, we startwrong. And is it not an unaccountable fact, that while
writers on sciences in many respects are

25

indebted to this great treatise, for some of their best informa-tion; it has been considered improper to place the name of theDible, on the list of collegiate and academical studies. Whyhas such a sacrifice been made to infidelity? why has such aconcession been made to depraved taste? why have we excluded
from our literary departments, that which is so original inlanguage, so authentic in history, so pure in style, so sublimein sentiment, and so inimitably beautiful in poetry?

This reproach to the understandings of literary men mustbe done away; for only then can men be called truZy Zearned,when they understand their Maker's Volume of incomparable ois-dom, and undoubted truth.
3. I now go on to shew the duty of extending the means ofeducation to all children and youth in our land, especially tothe poor; for the great majority in all countries are the poor,either absolutely or comparatively so.
Those who possess the means of giving learning to

4
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their children, can always have access to the sources whenceit is derived. Providing therefore that these be puretsuchchildren will be well instructed.
Benevolence and patriotism must then look to the immensenumbers who have not the means dither in whole or in part ofacquiring education.
It is justly observed, "that there is no direction ofbenevolence, in which national and individual benefit moreclearly go hand in hand," than in this. "The reason is ob-vious; for whenever industry, frugality and obedience to thelaws, form the decided character of the poor, there the richwill have their rights respected, and at the same time, thepoor will be contented and happy. Indeed, few who have thoughtclosely on the subject, can doubt, that among all classes ofsociety, the only general and permanent source of good conduct,is a good education.
He must be very uninformed of facts, who does not knowthat vice, im many instances, springs from ignorance of itsnature and demerits.
"Let us take the great mass of uneducated poor,

27

in large and crowded cities, and condider their situation, andthat of their children. Every child brought up in the resortof vicious and profligate people, must almost inevitably im-bibe the contagion of moral turpitude, and become an enemy tothose laws on which the general good depends. Lying is thefirst lesson of their tongues, and theft of their hands. Everyobject they see is at war with decency; ;and every impressionthey receive a vice.
Surely,no one can doubt, that such dreadful ignorance ofeven the common duties of society, is, as far as it extends, amost serious national injury; that every approach to it is bane-ful; and that thelonly generaZ, secure, and permanent preventive,is, the putting of the means of instruction in the power of all.Extend such views over the whole land, and these remarkswill apply wherever ignorance and poverty and vice are foundtogether,
Most of our laws are founded upon the laws of God, as con-tained in the Bible. Now unless men are instructed even fromchildhood.in the nature of these

7:12
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laws, how can they know what is a crime? and if they are ig-norant of God's laws, how can they know as they should, whatare the nature and consequences of sin?*
With these principles of the Bible we must lay thefoundation, and then a staperstructure can be reared which willbe the pre-eminent glory of our blessed country.It is a subject of gratulation that this opinion is becomingpopular, for it is now generally acknowledged, that if any thingis to be done, effectually to secure the happiness and permanencyof our institutions, the work must begin with the children ofthe nation. She claims them as her own property, and she isbound to see that they rise upoin virtuous intelligence.She has now within her bosom more than three

*Besides, the Bible with its precepts and motives, takescognizance of the consciences, and is the most powerful guaranteeof obedience to the laws of the land.

29

millions of young republicans, over whom she is obligated towatch with parental solicitude.
These, in the course of twenty or thirty years, will beamong those who shall wield the destinies of this mighty nation:--and the question for us and others to answer, is, whether theyshall grow up friends of sound moral, religious, and poZiticaZprinciples, or whether they shall succeed to power, with infidel(restless, anarchical) feelings, to uproot and overturn thisbeautiful, and well proportioned structure of civil and religiousfreedom, reared by the toils, and by the blood of our patriotfathers?
Nothing can be more certain, my friends, than the destructionof this happy confederation, if the rising race are abandoned totheir ignorance and to their vices.*

*The following sentiments of one of our most distinguishedmen in the republic of letters, deserves the serious attentionof every lover of his country.
"A free government, like ours, cannot be maintained exceptby an enlightened and virtuous people. It is not enough thatthere be
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Who, then, with such views and considerations, can be in-different to this subject? Who can be indifferent did we ask?Melancholy truth! Multitudes are indifferent. If it were notso, we should have a different account to render this night.How many of these three millions of children are trainingup correctty by their parents, is not known; but from what wesee around us, we may judge, that a great proportion of themare much, nay, very shamefully neglected.

a few individuals of sufficient information to manage publicaffairs. To the people, our rulers are immediately responsiblefor the faithful discharge of their official duties. But if thepeople be incapable of judging correctly of their conduct andmeasures; what security can they have for their liberties asingle hour. Knowledge is power, by whomsoever possessed. Ifthe people would retain in their own hands that power which theconstitution gives, they must acquire that knowledge which isessential to its safe keeping and rightful exercise. Otherwisethey will soon be at the mercy of the unprinciples aspiringdemagogue, who, for a t.-.me, may cant and flatter them--but whowill assuredly seize upon the first favorable crisis to bendtheir necks to his yoke, and compel them to hail him as theirlord and sovereign."--Dr. LindsZey's inaugural address, Washing-ton College, Nashville, Tennessee.

31

Believe it, fellow citizens, we have now sufficient numberof vicious and unprincipled beings, ready to sound the alarm ofdisunion, and to raise the standard of unrestrained licentiousnesswithout adding to the number, the rising race.While we deeply deplore this tremendous evil, we should bediligent in our exertions to secure the affections and the bestinterests of our children.
Let every lover of his country, and of virtue, be up anddoing; let him aid with all his means and talents to spread theknowledge of correct principles; let him sustain and bless themissionary cause; let him support the Bib1e cause; let him lendhis inflcence to our seainaries of learning; and let him see toit, that they send forth the light of science through our land,sanctified by the softening beams of the brighter light of God'struth.
Let the voice of every Philanthropist, and of every friendof moral and religious principles, be heard, loud and distinct,speaking to all the teachers of our youth; conjuring them byall that is important to

7del
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man, to society, to put the lamp of God's Book of Knowledge
above all other lights of science in their halls of learning;
and let them understand, that they are held most sacredly
responsible for the principles of our youth whom they send
forth to serve their country and their God.

And let us not forget (I had almost said) the best, the
most important of all our institutions of learning, I mean
our Sunday Schools.

On this subject, my hearers, no praise can be extravagant,
no high feeling too enthusiastic. And so well pursuaded am I,
that your sentiments and feelings are in unison with mine, that
I will not tax your time by any attempt to portray their excel-
lence.

They are placed before us, with the seal of Heaven's ap-
probation upon them; and they are the admiration of the age in
which we are permitted to live and to act.

If in looking at these beneficent institutions, and

33

admiring them with a glow of feeling which warms the benevolent
soul, there is any thing which can have a tendency to check that
delightful sensation, it is tke fatt, that so many little wanderers
in our land are to this day without their holy influence.

Were we permitted to see those of them who are still beyond
the precincts of these holy establishments, gathered within
their enclosures, we should pronounce this land happy, and this
country blessed. But it is not so.

From the appendix ta the last report of the American Sunday
School Union, and from some other sources of information, it
appears, that in the whol'e United States the number of children
in Sabbath Schools is about five hundred and sixty thousand.

So that if the number of children, of suitable age to receive
instruction, is over three millions;i:five sixths of the children
are yet to be gathered in.

And who will go and do this great work? There

7d5
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are now engaged in teaching Sunday Schools not many more thansixty thousand persons.
If sixty thousand are employed in teaching half a million;how many will be wanted to make up the number sufficient toteach the more than two millions now destitute of Sabbath Schoolinstruction? Oh! what a call is here for the labors and talentsof competent teachers. May-the call be heard and obeyed byhundreds a-nd by thousands, who shall answer and say, here arewe Lord, send us and wdewill go.
But we must withdraw your attention from this topic to theobject of our convocation; an object in which this congregationand church are more particularly interested.These Sabbath Schools are your own institutions. You, asa church, have adopted them as yours in a peculiar sense.The superintendents and teachers are part of this religiousassociation, and these children are committed by Providence toyou for instruction. Precious

35.

charge! for it we should be thankful, for it we should feeldeeply interested, and for its success we should ardently pray.One hundred and forty boys and one hundred and twenty girls,in all two hundred and sixty, are enrolled on the school register,and from the number of girls, between twenty and thirty havebeen selected and formed into an Infant School. Many of theserequire some articles of clothing to enable them to attend theschools.
Our chief object ina4dressing you this evening is tosolicit your as3istance in their behalf.
That.the blessing of the Lord rests upon these shcools wecannot dol:bt. One of the femaIe.teachers departed this lifenot 4,19 aThce, in the hope of eternal life throughtthe meritsof the Lard Jesus Christ, whose heart was visited by the graceof God while engaged intteaching. This fact shows, that al-though it is desirable to have pious teachers, yet that Godhas blessed and does still bless those who engage in this workdestitute of a change of heart; and it
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teaches such as are pious, to treat with tenderness those

associated with them who are not so.
The following extract from a communication made to me

by one of the teachers of the male sbbool, will be sufficient

to give us all the additional information necessary at present.

"We are truly thetnkfol to sttate that since our last anniversary

two teachers have been numbered with the people of God, &nd two

more stand ready to come forward at our next communion. There

appears also to be more thanuusual attention among several of

our larger boys, which encourages the hearts of the superintendent,
and their faithful teachers, who earnestly labor and pray for

their salvation.
"The teachers of both ',,chools have a prayer meeting at 8

o'clock on Sabbath morning, which is pret,py well attended; and

many can testify to the advantage they have derived from it,

not only in better preparation for the instruction of their

charge, bUt more particularly in preparing them for a reverent

and improving attention to the Word of God in his
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A Discourse on Popular Educat-!_on
Charles F. Mercer.
1826
addrioi

D.A.Borrenstein: Princeton N.J.

A broad educational perspective emphasiling many aspects of the responsibilityof the state in promoting education.
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XII

CHARLES FENTON MERCER'S
DISCOURSE ON POPULAR

EDUCATION, 1826

I. PREVIEW AND COMMENTS

THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS on public education was given by Charles
Fenton Mercer at the annual commencement of the College of

New Jersey (Princeton) September 26, r826, and was published the
same year at the request of the American Whig and Cliosophic
Societies.

Charles Fenton Mercer (1778-1858) was born in Virginia and was
graduated at the College of New Jersey (Princeton) at the head of his
class in 1797. He then studied law, volunteered for the army when war
With France was threatened but declined a commission so that he could
return to the practice of his profession and to civilian life. He served
in the Virginia House of Delegates from 1810 to 1817 when he entered
Congress, where he served for many years. His activities in the General
Assembly of Virginia included efforts to promote education and trans-
portation, and among his educational plans was one to provide for a
complete system of public education in Virginia which passed the
House but was defeated in the Senate in i8i. He was -a brilliant
advocate of popular education which he believed should be provided
by the state and .precede the state university. The address which
follows reflects his educational views.
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ON

POPULAR EDUCATION;

delivered

In the Church at Princeton,

THE EVENING BEFORE THE ANNUAL COMMENCEMENT.

of the

COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY

September 26, 1826.

BY CHARLES FENTON MERCER.

Published at the reque.;:t of the American Whigand Cliosophic Societies.

Princeton Press,
Printed for the Societies, by D. A. BORRENSTEIN:

1826.-
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TO THE

AMERICAN WHIG AND CLIOSOPHIC SOCIETIEt.

GENTLEMZN_,,

*-
In complying with the request containd in your fZatteringresolutions, of a copy for publication of the discourse which Ihad the honour to pronounce in your presence,,by the appointmentof one of your bodies, the American Whig Society, I have consumed,the few intervals of uninterrupted leisure, allowed me in a longjourney, not yet completed.
This will, I trust, plead my apoZogy, as well for the delayof the manuscript, which I now forward, as for some of the im-perfections of that part of the discourse, especially, whichhad not been preciously written.
In conformity with the, wishes of your committees, (by whomI had the honour of receiving copies of your resolutions,) thatportion of the discourse is also transcribed, which its unforeseenLength induced me to suppress in the delivery; and an Appendixis added, in pursuance of the motive which prompted my imperfectlabour, that of rendering it, if possible, of some practicalutility, by making it the vehicle, not of my own immature con-ceptions, but of topics of reflection, to those who have theability, leisure, and inclination, to improve upon the crudestsuggestions.
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Allow me, Gentlemen, to congzictulate you, on your har-
monious co-operation, in laying the foundation of a jointannual meeting of your members, which, if it were to be at-tended with no other beneficent effect, wouZd demonstrate,
that the mutual kindness, which it cherishes, _)etween twoancient and rival institutions, may unite in social fellow-ship and reciprocal esteem, those, who are animated by the
most ardent emulation, in seeking

honourabledistinction,from mordl and intellectual ithprovement.I am, Gentlemen,
With the sincerest respect and regard,Your faithful friend and servant,

C. F. MERCER.Baltimore, Md. Nov. 6, 1826.

EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE AMERICAN WHIGSOCIETY, AT ITS ANNUAL MEETING, SEPT. 27, 1826.
Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of the AmericanWhig Society be given to the Hon. Charles Fenton Mercer, for

the able and eloquent Address delivered by him, on the 26th
inst.; and that he he requested to furnish a copy for pub-lication.

Committee to communicate to Mr. Mercer the above Resolution:WILLIAM C. ALEXANDER,
SAMUEL J. BAYARD, and ESQS.JOHN DAVENPORT,

EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE CLIOSOPHIC SOCIETY,AT ITS ANNUAL MEETING,SEPT. 27, 1826.
Resolved, unanimously, That a committee be appointed, topresent to the Hon. Charles Fenton Mercer, the thanks of this

Socfety, for the able and learned Discourse delivered by him
before the American Whig and CZiosophic

Societies, and to
request a copy for publication.

REV. DR. JOHN M'DOWELL,
THOMAS CHAPMAN, ESQ, and committee.PROFESSOR MACLEAN,
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A DISCOURSE

on

POPULAR EDUCATION.

Mr. President, Venerable Guardians, Fellow Graduates, and StudentS
of Nassau-Hall; and my respected Addience.r

WERE I to yield expression, tb the many feelings that crowd
at my heart, on entering again this hallowed temple, after the
lapse of so many years, I should trespass on an indulgence which
I have great need to solicit, and depress, as well as disappoint
the generous confidence, that has called me from a remote abode,
to address you on this day. I shall better fulfil, though most
imperfectly at best, the useful purpose of the invitation I am
honored in obeying, by recurring to some of the most important
cf those early lessons, that we gathered at the feet of oor;Alma
Mater, and which all the experience of life has subsequently con-
firmed.

On an occasion, resembling; in some respects, the present,
but now, long past, a devotion to our common country of which we
all alike partake, prompted me to offer to you, a vindication of
the then endangered security, of her external peace; of that
gallant navy which has since barne her triumphant banner on Lake
and Ocean.* The occasion and the Subject are, doubtless, alike
forgotten, nor have I a motive for reviving their recollection,
except that they have suggested to me, the topic which I :now beg
leave to pre-

*A Discourse delivered at the annual Commencement, in 1800, on
"The policy of maintaining a Permanent Navy." Published in Phila-
delphia, in 1801.
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sent to you, and which involves the most effectual, if not the
sole safeguard of that country from internal danger.

That man cannot long remain stationary in his moral and intel-
lectual Condition, is demonstrated by universal experience. This
truth may as confidently be affirmed of his social and political, as
of his personal existence. It is only the more true, because the
observation is so very trite, that "Nations have their Rise and
Fall."--That the mightiest empires prosper or decline under the in-
fluence of the same causes which exalt or degrade the individual
man. Nor could this well be otherwise, since the most extensive
communities, are but associations of men, partaking of all their
infirmities, subject to all their wants, and governed by their pas-
sions, or their imperfect reason.

If resplendent virtues have sometimes appeared amidst an age of
general depravityif the names of Cato and Philopoemen shine so
conspicuously on the pages of ancient histoty, the expiring freedom
of their degenerate countries furnished the occasion, and by con-
trastitbe illustration of their glory.

It enhances the importance of the solemn admonition which this
instability of human affairs teaches to nations, as well as individ-
uals, that States which have once fallen, by corruption, become in
time only more and more degraded; the analogy continuing to subsist
between the individual and social condition of man throughout all
the stages of his eventful history:--

"Facilis descensus Averni:
Sed revocare gradum superasque evadere ad auras,
Hoc opus, hic labor est."

The path from freedom to despotism, through vice and anarchy,
is a downward and beaten track, and many nations have travelled it.
The return to freedom, by the same highway, has been made--never!
Rome, now so mournful an

example of this truth, once proclaimed liberty to subjugated and
submissive Greece, but found her incapable of enjoying the precious
boon. May the heroic struggle of these modern soldiers of the
cross, with a ferocious tyranny, prove more propitious to their
happiness, than the proffered gratuity of their second mamters!

From these brief but monitory lessons, how important to our
future happiness, is the deduction which we must infer, of the neces-
sity of vigilantly guarding our national prosperity! Heaven has not
arrested for us the wheel of revolving empire, nor nature changed
her laws for our continent. The bright orb which rolls his unclouded
course to the West, will léave us in a few hours amidst the darkness
that now wraps the oriental world. Let us, therefore, diligently
watch over the sources of our national happiness, while our day
spring is on high, and the moral night of our decline may be far
distant. That our countrv is prosperous, I will not pause to demon-
strate: for, however athienturous speculation, the ordinary fluctu-
ations of commerce, or those domestic afflictions which are insepar-
able from humanity, may checquer here and there, with passing shadows,
the bright scene around us, a patriot throb responds with gratitude
to heaven, for the unexampled extent of our national felicity.

To what pre-eminent cause, then, are we to ascribe the prosperity
of our country? Is it her geographicalpposition; her fruitful soil;
her vaittidd climate; her extensive territory; her rising arts; her
rich and increasing commerce; her navigation, that already whitens
with it; swelling canvass, every sea? her glory in arms, of which
those now peaceful fields, and that classic edifice remind us; and
which was so recently reflected from another element, by her tri-
umphs over its long acknowledged sovereign?--or, ascending higher,
shall we ascribe the happiness of our country, to that political
revolOtion, of which the first ju-
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bilee,has just sounded its rejoicing trumpet; or to her unboundedliberty, civil and religious; or that admirable constitution ofgovernment, at once their offspring and their shield?--These intruth, are but the accompaniments, much less than the sum; a partonly of the indicia of the outward and visible signssof a prosperity,which has its prolific source, under the favour of heaven, in theintelligence and virtue of the American people. Trust me, my coun-trymen, this is not the language of flattery. Though it were toche**sh national pride, that most pardonable weakness of humanity,if weakness it be, here would not be a proper audience; this religioustemple, a suitable place; the present, a fit occasion; nor I, theorator for such a purpose.--Truth, indeed, exacts the conCessionthiet other countries, if apparently less happy, surpass our own, inmany of the advantages which I have enumerated. Tropical America,for example, along with many parts of Africa, and of Southern Asia,in fertility of soil. Both France and Italy, and, indeed, theentire northern shore of thetMediterranean, in climate. Russia andGreat Britain, if her foreign possessions be computed, in extent ofterritory;--England, singly, though but part of an European Island,in agriculture, manufactures, commerce, and navigation; while herpeople, our ancestors and our equal in valour, are, as their anti-
quity should render them, as much our superiors in political power,as they unquestionably are, in wealth and numbers.

In spirit, therefore, equally remote from vain boasting at thecontemplation of our advantages over other states, and from envYat their transient superiority, in some respects, over us, let useYamine the foundation of our national happiness, for the laudable
Purpose of perpetuating its duration.

If the prosperity of our country rests, as it obviously does,on the broad and noble basis, which I have just announced, thendoes its ultimate security require the constant

11

application and improvement of all the means which human wisdom hasinvented or can devise,for preserving, and since they cannot bestationary, for augmenting the public virtue and intelligence.These means comprehend whatever private liberatity, or publiczeal, individual enterprise and sagacity, or legislation, whetherstate or federal, have hitherto contributed towards the cultivationand diffusion of useful knowledge. They include its humblest, aswell as its proudest instruments: embracing not only the toweringCollege and University; but every academy and humble village schoolalready founded, or provided for in the United States or any of theiruode spread territories. They comprise every literary, benevolent,and pious society; every incorporated library company, in town orcountry; every collection of books, whether for public or privateuse, every periodical review, magazine, or fleeting newspaper, aswell as the press itself, that wonder-morking engine of good or evil,according to its use, or its abuse--the first of human inventions,being not only the nurse and instrument of art, genius and science,but the liberal rewarder and the most durable depository and safe-guard of all their labours, inventions and discoveries.--These power-ful agents summon to their d4d, moreover, all those internal improve-ments, which cheapening, expediting, and facilitating the transmis-sion of every species of moral, political, and social intelligence,whether by books, letters, or friendly communion, supply wings toknowledge, and winnow its healthful influence over all the dwellingsand pursuits of man--guiding and quickening the operations oflabctious industry and ingenious art, solacing the rest of wearieddiligence; supplying with thought the vacuity of suspended action;instructing and delighting the leisure of accumulated wealth; de-tecting the artifices of political intrigue; confounding the schemesof profligate ambition; animating the patriot's hopes, and nervingthe hero's arm.
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Nor does the moral influence of knowledge end with the
execution of these high behests. She visits, with comfort, the
lowly habitations of neglected poverty; sits by the couch of
sickness; and smooths the pillow of declinInuage.

Penetrating the solitude of the dungeon, she carries consolation
to captivity, and penitence to guilt. Led by the voice of lamenta-
tion, she enters tile house of mourning, steals from affliction its
cherished sorrow; calms the perturbed, 's the wounded, and binds
up the broken spirit.

Returning to society, she forms and polishes the general manner%
restrains luxurious, and chastens wanton appetite; and, elevating
and refining the moral sense, purifies pleasure of its grossness;
represses boisterous mirth, and subdues turbulent riot and dissa-
pation; blunts the(arrow, which ridicule aims at virtue; allays
the spirit of angry disputation; sustains modest worth; humbles
pride and discountenances effrontery: laughs, herself, at folly,
und plucking from the brow of hypocrisy its vizor, banishes both,
for reformation, to solitude; imparting, in fine, by her varied
moral agency, to social order, with stab:lity and strength--harmony,
gre, and beauty. But who shall presume to enumerate all the
benefic;ent offices of knowledge,*

-----*Let no superficial judgment regard as illusory Oe beneficent
moral ,ffect here imputed to general diffLLive education.

e most prevalent vice of the United States is intoxication.
How many youth of bright promise--how many really amiable men of ad-
vanced age, annually fall victims to this destructive habit! Would
this occur if the head of each family found in its bosom, the sooth-
ing enjoyment of intellectual converse in his hours of domestic
retirement and leisure? if among his domestic circle each membei
could contribute something to enliven his hours of rest in the sultry
mid-day heat of summer, or the long nights of winter; or, when con-
versation had exhausted its stores, could cheer him with agreeable
narratives of biography, and histo.
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or to circumscribe her boundless power! I am humbled and abashed,

in thy;presence, thou daughter of divinity! Yet, thou dost invite
me to prodeed. For, whether thou smilest on the patient labour of

the solitary student, as he trims his midnight lamp to read thy
lessons; or thou leadest him abroad, at early dawn, to gaze upon the
charms of awakened Nature, how lovely art thou, thyself, and how
glorious thy dominion! The Wilderness blossoms, and the solitary
place rejoices at thy presence. The traveller threads, by thy
inspiration, the mazes of the gloomy forest, and discovers verdant
isles and refreshing fountains, amidst the waste of the lonely des-

ert. Tholi donductest the intrepid navigator in the twilight of
departed Clay, with vivid hope, along fields of floating ice, and
the doubtful shores of unknown continents. The mountains bow their;
stupendous summits to thy footsteps, and earth and ocean yield to
thy search, their caverned treasures. Having explored for man
"this vast Globe and all that it" contains, thou lendês4 to him
celestial wings, to visit other worlds. Sustained by thee, he
traverses immensitY, descries new suns and planets on the remotest
verge of space, and tracing the yellow haired comet't eccentric path,
through centuries of time, fixes,the moment of his approach, and
welcomes his return--The sun, though "in dim eclipse behind the moon,"

ry, of voyages and travels, or the lessens of more profitable
knowlddge extracted from the neighbouring newspaper and village

library?
Would well educated youth, brought bp to respect labour, after

seeking, in vain, for lucrative employment in the crowded professions
of law and physic, abandon themselves to this suicidal vice, rather
than seek an honourable subsistence in rural and mechanical pursuits?

Would old men, of amiable and even polished manners, after a

life of generous hospitality, or a manhood devoted to the public
service,.but uninspired by that religious hope, that brighten, at
approaching dissolution, sink into this Lethean gulf, because they
could find nothing to interest them longer, in this world; and
time had become an ir:upportable burthen?
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no longer, "sheds disastrous twilight" on the overshadowed eatth,
nor "perplexes" man with dread"of change." One awful being, only,
remains the object of human "fear," the object, also, of our grate-
ful love and boundless adoration. 'Tis, for him, alone, to pre-
scribe the limits of human knowledge, and, tempering it with -divine,
to teach her humble votary, that, however great may be his acquire-
ments on earth, in heaven only he can reach their ultimate perfec-
tion.

But while we are regarding the cultivation of knowledge, as
the elief, if not the only means of augmenting, or preserving the
general intelligence and virtue of a whole people, we are_ more deeply
interested in its diffusion, than in the elevation; of which it is
susceptible; in its extension in breadth, than, in its height, or
its profundity.

Among the means of cultivating and diffusing knowledge, that
which was first in the order of our enumeration, and, in its largest
import, comprehends every other, is education; and our present in-
quiry leads us to consider that species of education which is cal-
culated for the instruction of the great body of every society.

'In devising a system of popular education adapted to a political
community, wherein no privileged orders exist, it is impossible, in-
deed, to record it, as the sequel of my remarks will show, apart
altogether, from those 16ftier structures of learning and science,
near one of the most distinguished of which, we are now assembled.
But, for my immediate purpose, I must invite my indulgent auditors, .

to accompany me, in imagination, from the college, to the school-
house--to walk, awhile, along the foot of that lovely hill, on which,
so many of you, are acceetomed to stand; which Milton hath, so
charmingly, described, bat which, from its highest eminence, commands
no prospect, so grateful to the benevolent heart, as that of national
hap-
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piness, nor eindles a hope, so inspiring, as the desire, which such
a spectable aeakens, to perpetuate its duratie

Do I preceed, too f;Je, then, when I advance the position, that
the most important end of education, in America, is the diffusion
of knowledge, among the great body of the people? This truth is
expressly engrafted upon the political constitutions of some of our
states, and practically manifested by their laws. It resounds,
every where, in our legislative halls; animates our popular meetings;
embellishes: the conversations of our drawing-rooms; and yet, perhaps,
it is not unfrequently employed to aid some foreign purpose; or
repelted simply to adorn a'paragraph; or uttered and afterwards ne-
glected in complacent contentment with its bare admission.

To this opinion, we shall be driven, by an examination of the
systems of pepular education, which this sentiment has, hitherto,
produced. By reflecting, how slow has been their growth where they
e!ere lirst established; how late their introduction in some of our
oeen commonweatths; how many of these yet remain without, them; and
how imperfect they are still in all: while their beneficent in-
fluence continues to be, as it has long been, so generally acknow1-
edged, as to require some apology, for any attempt however feeble,
to demonstrate their utility, or to reply to those open or letent
objections, which counteract their establishment, Where they re yet
unknown, or areat least, unfelt.

Passing from those very general views, which have been already
suggested, of the importance of knowledge, there exist motives for
its dissemination, in America, which the peculiar nature of our
political institutions irresistably enforces, and the obvious progress
of our society and manners admonishes us, to weigh, and to appreciate
more seriously, perheps, than we are prone to do.

If, in absolute monarchy, every subject has the deepest
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interest in the character, and, consequently, in the eddcation ofthe hereditary prince who is to succeed to the throne, where is thecitizen of the United States, who is either so exalted, or so ob=ecure, as not to be compelled, if he think at all, to regard thediffusion of knowledge, by popular instruction, as the primary and
indispensable object of all our literary and social institutions?
Throughout our country, representative governments every where pre-vail; and sustained by frsquent elections and widely extended suf-frage, render the people, the only effective, as they are admittedto be, the legitimate, as well as nominal Sovereign. This sovereign-ty is every where manifest in the origin of those governments, which,springing neither from force, nor fraud, nor accident, abknowledge
no other sanction, than the common consent; profess no other end,than the common happiness; and ask no other instrument, for itsattainment,,than fixed laws.

Law has been defined to be, "summa ratio," "the perfection ofreason;" and such it every should be. It has, also, been denominated"the expression of the public WiT1," and so in America it emphatical-ly is. How necessary, then, to instruct and enlighten the publicjudgment which guides that will.
If, by their Federal and State constitutions, the Americanpeople have wisely distributed and apportioned their delegated poweramong different /agents for a common edd, this transfer, regulated

by prescribed limitations, and restrained by accountability to them,is, in truth, more apparent than real.
If theit freedom and prosperity have be atter protectedagainst the abuse, by the division of power, enis ingenious safe-guard, far from dispensing with the existence of intelligence andvirtue at the source of all power, only renders their necessity themore absolute and apparent. The rights, which the people have notdelegated, are to be
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guarded from usurpation by a knowledge of their nature and extent,and a just sense of their inestimable value. The depositaries oftheir delegated power are to be kept within the circumscribed sphereof their legitimate action, and protected from mutual encroachmentson eabb other, by enforcing their common responsibility. The inter-pretation of Oe prescribed fundamental law is neither to narrowsnor to enlarge, by the mere force of construction, the power grantedby the people to their political fiduciaries; nor is that grant tobe revoked or qualified by the people themselves, but in the modepeovided by that law, unless when justified by an overruling nec-essityl of which the people are tbe sole and immediate legislators,judges, and executive agents. To prevent the occurrence of a rile-essity so direful, all abuses are to be promptly checked in the admi-nistration of the law, and its very liability to abuse, if springingfrom e defective constitution of the government itself andsusceptible Of stricter 114litation, is to be corrected by conventions,deputed by the people, to alter or amend their Very bond of socialunion.
If knowledge be requisite to a wise, faithful, and energeticadministration of such a goeernment, is not knowledge alike necessaryamong those who watch over suet; an administration?
But, in America, who constitute this adMinistration? Who are,here, the depositaries of popular confident-a? Who but the peoplethemselvesto whom every office'in their gift is open, from thelowest station that exists, to t" highest tocr een be imagined? Apeople, all of whom staet, from t goal of with an absoluteequality of eight; and, allowing to nature ovetea advantage that shemay c'aim for her peculiar favourites, zlee'ate the course by theirown ueages; and award the prize of success,eby their exclusive fiat.Who dares to enter upon this wide field of active competition un-taught, undis:iplined, and unprepared? or, if he



so venture, canahope to retire from it without disgrace? And willthe people, by their own act, shut themselves out from the highcareer of public usefulness and honorable fame? or, having deniedto themselves the opportunity of fair competition, will they sinkdown, into a narrow and sordid jealousy of tdlents, and learning,and knowledge, that detestable Viee of low and grovelling ambition?It is a truth almost too common to be repeated, that nature hasscattered the seeds of genius far and wide, requiring of man butcommon culture to cause them to expand and flourish. That culture,the people of America owe it to this liberal mother, and to them-selves, to give. Who knows but that in the dark mine there stillremain brighter jewels than kings have worn, or Golconda yet hasfurnished?--that in the "unfathomed" depths "of oeean" there arepearls, more rich than Arabia has ever lent to Georgian or Circassianbeauty? And if surpassing genius is yet destined to appear on earth,where is it so likely to arise, as in this new world of teemingwonders;--where rivers connect distant zones;--lakes spread out toseas, and pour their waters down in cataracts of thunder;-e-whereships first moved, by fire, and warring elements, that seemed toman, in earlier ages, most opposite in nature, unite to clothe, andfeed, and give him wings to fly;--a world, whose moral wonders sur-pass its physical and artificial!--where, to retire from powersuch as monarchs mieht well envy, has become the habit of ambition--where Washington had scarce ceased to live, when *Bolivar appearedto cheer mankind; and the only prince that still sits upon a throne,spends his imperial leisure in framing free institutions for subjectswhom he has refused to rule in Europe--the degenerate sons of thoseintrepid sires, who first ueurled

*This hitherto merited compliment to the Columbian patriot pre-eeeded the late intelligence from South America:--for the sake ofhumanity may prove untrue!
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the Lusitanian cross beyond Afric's southern verge, and met, unap-palled, the spirit of the stormy Cape.
And if in this new world, such treasure exist, yet unexplored,in what blest region is it so likely to be discovered, as where thesun of freedom first shed his orient light? and, shouli he, to com-plete his circuit, yet westward move, his last retiring ray mustlinger?
When the people of any one of these United States compute howlarge a portion of their happiness depends on the wisdom and stabili-ty of their peculiar legislation, they must feel the deepest solici-tude for the general diffusion of knowledge among themselves; butthey have a like interest in the popular education of every otherstate of their common union. This necessarily results from the ab-solute equality of all the states in the less numerous but morepowerful brane. of their general Legislature; and their contingentparity of influence, ia the exercise of the high executive functioncast upon the other branch, on a failure to choose a president ofthe United States by the electorrl colleges; that power which de-termines, for the peried of an Olympiad if not longer, the characterof an entire administration. In this view, the edv.ation of thepeople of Delaware, or of Rhode-Island, is of as serious importanceto the prosperity of New-Jersey, as that of either of her powerfulneighbours; and, as regards the whole federal power of our complexpolitical system, the diffusion of knowledge through either of thepopulous states of Pennsylvania, or New-York, is even more essentiaito the future prosperity of every other state, than the instructionof its own citizens. How often, in the history of our nationallegislation, brief as it is, has the fate of theemost momentousquestion turned upon a few votes, expressive of the sense of a baremajority of the people? Shall public credit be established, ormaintained on an immutable basis? Shall foreign commerce be cherishei,or suspended? The navigation which sustains it be protected or aban-doned? Shall the in.r.ernal trade mong the several states be
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facilitated, by opening nee channels of tntercourse, or improving

the old? Shall peace be preserved?--Insurrections quelled?--War

declared? These, and many other questions, alike important, may be,

and some of them have already been decided in the councils of the

union, by the preponderancy of a few voices, responsive to the will

of a constituent assembly of the people, and that will directed by

their knowledge.
It would be a curious inquiry, and not impertinent to our

present purpose, to trace the final decision of those questions to

its true source, in the real or putative opinion of a small portion

of the American people, by whose representatives, as arbiters be-

tween conflicting interests or prejudices, the course of our national

legislation has been swayed. But I will not encroach upon the

province of future histoey, nor seek to anticipate her impartial

judgment; much less would I attempt to bring into this peaceful

temple, on this sacred occasion, the present or past political dis-

sensions of our public councils, although they furnish topics of

great and vital moment, notto ourselves alone, but te all mankind.

Some of these remain yet undecided, and upon their final disposal

the diffusion of knowledee could not fail to exert the most pro-

pitious influence.*
If, in the improvement of the moral sense of mankind, as in the

inventions of art, and the discoveries of science, all nations, how-

ever slightly connected, or widely separated, have a common interest,

how deep, may I not repeat, is that solicitude, which the people of

these states should cherish for the diligent culture and diffusion

of useful knowledge! What interest can be imagined, superior to

that of the American people in the preservation and glory of their
union, involved, as they are, in the wisdom of its laws, and the

purity, energy, and fidelity of their administration; all

*See Appendix, Note

21

of which, again, rest on their own intelligence and public virtue.

But if the natural progress of society and manners, in every

commercial nation, be attentively recarded, this interest will be

awfully augmented.
The multIplication and diversiee of human pursuits, combined

with that divinion of labour, to which the arts and sciences are in-

debted for their improvement, have a direct tendency to occasion be-

tween the various classes, into which society as it advances in age

is gradually distributed, not only a great d:sparity of leisure and
knowledge, but a more dangerous inequality of wealth and comfort.

Nor have positive inntitutions, without doing violence to human na-

ture, hitherto succeeded any where, in long retarding this progress.

It has been in some cases unintentionally accelerated, especially

in modern times, by commercial jealousy, and tne unnatural pursuit

of an ideal and unattainable national independence.* Even the

agrarian systems of the Jewish, Spartan, and Roman commonwealths,
yielded, at length, to the force of this tendency of society; and
the feudal teneres, which arose upon the prostrate ruins of the
ancient world, and were, so long, guarded by the chivalry of modern

Europe, have fallen, or are daily sinking, under its overwhelming

influence.
The spirit of monarchy, sustained by the pride of ancestry, and

that desire, so natural to man, to found a name that shall survive
hims01C, have proved an ineffectual restraint tupon this inclination

of commerce to promote the alienation and division of estates. In

vain has the aristocracy of France recently attempted to renew the

right of primogeniture, which the short-lived republic demolished;

and .ele princes and peers of England condescend to partake of the

costly entertainments of the Bankers and Merchants of Lon-

*See Appendix, Note II.
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don, in those ancient abodes of hospitality, which were once the
seats of their ancestors.

What the genius of Aristocracy indffectually laboured to ob-
struct, in Europe, that of Liberty has accelerated in America. The
doctrines of entails, and the rights of primogeniture, which our
forefathers brought with them across the Atlantic, along with the
common law of England, fell irto disuse, without a struggle, in most
of the American States some time before; and, among the residue,
by the mere force of that revolution which detached them from their
mother country.

If this process of divigion, by voluntary transfer and descent,
were all that enlightened legislation, prompted by the spirit of
commerce and freedom,ehad nitherto promoted, still it is apparent,
that in the lapse of time, the,largest states would be reduced to
very small dimensions by the multiplication of families, and the
smallest would soon become inade.Jate to the comfortable support of
the proprietor and the proper education of his children. The leisure
of the cultivator would decrease with his patrimony; his labour in-
crease with h4s poverty; and the ignorance of his undducated off-
spring benvisited upon their posterity, until icnorance and
indigence would very widely spread, in every di -e.:tion.

But that spirit of commerce which splits up estates by aliena-
tion, has, for its eorrelative, the spirit of gain which reunites,
enlarges, and improves them. The progressive power of wealth sur-
passes even that of population; and the extemporary growth of both,
favoured ey the division of labour, and the extension of foreign
and domestic commerce, occasions an inequality, both of property and
knowledge, as apparent, and ultimately as fatal to the internal peace
and prosperity of a nation, as any that the most ingenious and
vicious legiglatien could possibly ordain. In its issue it exhibits
society under the aspect of two opposite and
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appalling extremes. For while, at the rne, man is beheld advancing
daily in wealth and luxurious enjoyment, at the other, he is seen
deseending, with accelerated steps, to poverty, want, and misery.

The dispossessed landed proprietors, the recent bankrupts in
commercial speculation, and their numerous dependants, mingle with
another class of persons, who begin, as this revolution commences,
to appear, andas it advances, multiply with inereasing rapidity.
Theyeare the common artificers and labourers, who are sustained by
capit4l.

As the disparity of wealth toenumbers increases in the eompound
ratio of its own artificial accumulation, and of the progress of
population, their joint operation tends very speedily to throw the
physical strength and poverty, with the majority of the community,
on the one side of society, and all its wealth, collectee in the
hands of a small minority, on the other; without erecting any ade-
quate barrier to guard these natural foes from collision, if the one
were not dependent on the other for subsistence. How liable to
adcidental disturbance this security of the public peace must ever
remain in such a state of society, from the ordinary fluctuations of
commerce, the 1-:ckleness of the seasons, and the vicissitudes of
foreign war, we need not inquire; nor is it less obvious, that, al-
though it may be disturbed by no extraordinary event, it must prove
ultimately deldsive, if, in the multitude, ignorant and vicious, as
well as destitute and miserable, the sertiments of envy and hatred,
amidst the daily wtentation of wealth Fy the few, mingled with the
cravings of unsatisfied appetite1 and the cry of hopeless misery.
The tranquillity of a society so disteibuted and regulated, is, to
want, and despair, of little moment. The one has no.C.ing more to
lose, the other nothing more to apprehend. Ambition, has oniy to'
supply them with food, arms, and a leader, and the work of desolation
isffinished, almost as soon as it is begun, and finally falls to the
earth;
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and its destroyers, knowing not how to Lnjoy, riot on its spoils,
till despotism aad the sword restore the counterpoise of wealth to
mnobers.

That this fatal issue of a course of events, which if left to
find its own corrective is obviously inevitable, may not, even while
I speak, be threatening the social order of that very people, the
blood of whose ancestors beats in the veins of so many of my auditors,
and so many of whose institutions we have copied, and are still
copying, I most fervently pray.

While in this step of my inquiry I 3eek to illustrate the ex-
tent and moral effect of that inequality of wealth and knowledge, to
which the commercial systems of Europe and America both necessarily
lead, I cannot deny to my purpose the force of an authority the
mcst conclusive, however painful may be the exposition ef national
calamity. I shall be pardoned, by the kindred feeling around me,
for saying, that I love America too well, not to desire her to profit
by the example and the errors of Great Britain. They will be found
to demonstrate, that the accumulation of wealth, so universally re-
garded as the sole criterion of national prosperity, if unaccompaned
by the diffusion of knowledge among the great body of the community,
is not only a dellisive measure of general happiness, but may, and
indeed must, lead to national calamity, misery, and ruin.

To a full portrait of all that mi t appertain to my purpose,
in the past and present situation of Gh t Britain, I do not pretend,
nor had I time, is it necessary, for that purpose, that I should.

There are certain prominent features, in the circumstances of
every people, that serve as exponents of their actual condition.
The commercial and military marne of this nation; the extent of
her armed and unarmed population; her manufactures, her accumulated
capital, both fixed
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and moveable; her fleets, her colonies, and her revenue, constitute
an array of power, the most imposing. Its concentration upon a
tingle island, happily situated, and not exceeding in dimensions the
territorial extent of the largest of those twenty-r states com-
posing, at present, the American Union, augments, le a multinlied
ratio, the promptitude and energy of the action of this vast oweo,
ontthe residue of mankind. If she has not JUTe undisputed swv, of
Rome, in fie zenith of her glory, it is only because the rest of thm
world is unlike the barbarous or effeminate nations, whom Rome sub-
dued.

If, therefore, an unparalleled accumulation of riches and power
in all the forms most attracting to ordinary ambition, were a just
standard of national happiness, the people of Great Britain, and
especially of England, who govern the residue of this might./ empire,
would be the most blessed on earth. Their present lot does indeed
present the most splendid exhibition that the world has ever witnes-
sed of the tr:umph of commerce in amassing wealth, but at the same
time it is the most alarming evidence of the possible inequality of
its distribution, and of the consequent prevalence of want, ignorance,
vice, and ml3ery.

There were teturnad to the British parliament in 1824, for
England and Wales, but 120,000 qualified jurors out of a population
which exceeded twelve and a half millions. Of the funded public
debt due from the tmenty-one millions of people inhabiting Great
Britain and Ireland, amounting to seve.n hundred and thirty-seven, out
of eight hundred and thirty-eight millions of pounds sterling, or
to 3,275 millions of dollars, 280,000 persons are entitled to the
whole, and consequently to the annwIlly accruing interest upon it, ef
one hundred and fifteen and a half illions of dollars. These
classes are not composed of distince persons, since the fundholder
is often a freeholder too, and they together own the far greeter
proportion, not only of the funfunded debt of
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nearly 450 millions more, but of all the moveable property of the
nation. Behold in these particulars, therefore, a-_part of the evi-
dence of the overgrown wealth of the rich.

Of the number and indigence of the poor, sum up the melancholy
testimony, that, at the period of the last British census, the oc-
cupants of three-fourths of all the inhabited houses in England and
Wales, were unable to contribute to direct taxation:--that for a
series of years, more than two-fifths of all the families who dwell
in those habitations, amounting to five millions of people, were
dependent for permanent or occasional relief upon the constrained
charity of the residue:--that in some counties the relieved paupers
comprised three-fourths of the entire population, and of the whole
number of paupers provided for, more than ninety thousand families
were actually in work houses.

In the eight years next preceding this census, the committals
for crime among this population mounted up from six thousand five
hundred and seventy-five, to thirteen thousand one hendred and fif-
teen, or very nearly doubled; and in 1823, or two years after that
census, the total cOunty levy for the maintance of jails, and houses
of correction, approaceed in amount near a million of dollars.

From tne prevalence of pauperism and crime in a country, in
which, of an annual expenditure of near three hundred millions of
dollars, not one cent is bestowed on public education; the state of
knc4ledge among the great body of the community might be confidently
inferred, if a yet more remarkable fact was not supplied in the
extent and application of the only legal provision for the poor
themselves. In addition to the preceding national expenditure, for
a series of many years, an average annual sum amounting to near
twenty-six millions of dollars, has been levied in the several
counties of England and Wales, for the elothing and subsistence ot
their indigent peer, while of this fund no paet whatever has been
bestowed upon their instruction.
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During this period the annual average of all the charitable donations
from every other source to this ojbect, has not much exceeded three
hundred and thirty thooeand dollarc.

It is not therefore et!all surprising that the number of unedu-
cated chi3dren in England and Wales, between the ages of five and
fifteen years, computino those of the relieved poor, exceeds eleven
hundred and fifty thousand, while the total number cannot fall short
of two millions. *These, but for untimely deaths irom accident,
famine, and disease, or the fatal penalty of a sody code of laws,
would arrive at manhood untaught, and might die es" age without re-
proof or consolation from the perusal of the oracles of God, which
so much is annually expended by the same people, and so usefully too,
in translating into foreign languages, and pbblishing to heathen
lands. Amidst this scene of pauperism, ignorance, and crime, but in
the absence of foreign war, or of scarcity fromeungenerous seasons,
in the 21enitude of commercial prospetity, and after a great re-
duction of those taxes hitberto charged on the necessaries cf life,
spectacles are at this moment preseoted in England of human calamity
moee awful than the pestilence whibh walks unseen by day, and usually
sparing the country, smites only towns and cities with death and
mourning. Having filled South Britain with distress and alarm, they
have extended thier awful visitation, though in less threatening f
forms, to hardy, laborious, and frugal Scotland.

No augmentation of mechanical power has counteracted, in the
least, the dangerous consequences of this inequelity of wealth,and
knowledge. Although the application to the arts of a single agent
has superadded the effective operation of a hundred million of
hands to the labour of the people of England, and diversified and
cheapened the luxurious gratifications of the rich, 7t has not
sensibly increased the leisure, nor multiplied the visible comforts
of the poor.

*See Appendix, No'.:e III.
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Machinery, the joint production of wealth and ingenuity, has
given new employment to accumulated capital, and much enlarged its
vast acquisitions. Aided by the growth of numbers, it has cheapened
the wages of labour more than it has added to the enjoyments of the
labourer, by reducing their cost. By this combined agency, it has
increcsed at the same moment the wealth of the rich, and the indi-
gence,of the poor. It has accumulated poverty in greater masses,
aggravated its misery, and rendered it more terrific.

Let me exclude the possible suspicion that i design, bythis
faithful narrative, to discountenance, in any degree, the policy
which seeks to accelerate our march to the goal of British prosperity,
by bounties or premiums of any sort, on what is so often termed
American induatry. It is my desire at present, simply, to exclude
any reliance whatever, for the diminution of the evils of pauperism,
on the substitution, in the arts, of artificial for human labour.

In the period of a single life, the expense of pauperism in
England has risen to a tenfold proportion, while the numbers of the
people have but doubled. Although in the last twelve years, that
population has continued greatly to increase in numbers, its longevi-
ty has diminished; and of those commodities, the use of which de-
notes the absolute or comparative comfort of the consumer, the annual
consumption has remained stationary, advanced but little, or sensibly
declined.

I will not long pause to demonstrate how very imperfect, as this
morbid condition of society might lead us to expect, is that public
sentiment in England, which, however powerful'in itself, every where
supplies at best but a feeble substitute for the restraints of re-
ligion and law.--Passing in silence its limited control over the
morals and manners of society, the little influence which an enlight-
ened public conscience exerts, should I nOt rather say, the
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open corruption which its absence warrants, among the people them-
selves in the choice of the only responsible branch of their par-
liament--to say nothing of the salutary check which it withholds from
thatbody of hereditary nobles who compose another hranbh of the same
legislature, and from the irresponsible monarch on the thnone--is too
forcibly illustrated by the conduct of the late elections in that
splendid, but unhappy kingdom, to escape wholly unregarded in this
inqUiry.

In the manly admonition of one of those country gentlemen of
England, in whoss retired dwellings British liberty will maintain
its last firm hold:--"If political reformmbe attempted in this coun-
try, it should begin withihe electors rather than the elected; ex-
tend to the people, as well as to their representatives."*

After this brief summary, may we not exclaim, in the simple and
pathetic language of one of the sweetest poets of her sister kingdom:

Ill fares the land, to hastening ills a prey,
Where wealth accumulates, and men decay

Returning from this survey of the condition of a people to whom
no American can ever look with indifference but from whom we are
too prone, perhaps, to expect pertinent examples for our imitation,
I am solemnly impressed Oith the conviction, that, in the very soil
from which springs our national felicity, there are already sown the
seeds of future miser Y; and that they will not only vegetate, but
arrive at fatal maturity, unless we check their growth in the germ
of their existence.

We have borrowed from our great original, not only the language
that we speak, thederts we practice, the fashions

*See Appendix, Note IV.



we imitate, the learning we cherish, and the greaeer part of the
philosophy we delight to study; but, with these we have imbibed the
same preference of commercial to all other pursuits; the same love
of riches, and With a rapidity which astonishes ourFelves, we are
fast overtaking our instructors in wealth and luxury. Poverty will
soon follow in the train of these acquirements; and may not vice,
misery, and crime, fill up the rear? Labour will, it must become
in time, and that time is not far remote, the lot of the far greater
part of every American community. It must often be associated with
poverty and indigence. Let us, therefore, inquire, if it be not
practicable to combine so much knowledge withall the necessary
employments of labour, as to check, if not to arrest this fatal
progress of society?

To what extent the combination of intellectual and moral im-
provement with laborious occupation may be carried, without relaxing
the main spring of-commercial activity, the desire of gain, is a
problem, in the solution of which ie involved, I solemnly believe,
the future happiness of our republics.

It might be regarded as an outrage on human natOre, were I to
strive to demonstrate that there exists no indissoluble or necessary
connexion between poverty and vice, or labour and ignorance. Historyassures us, on the contrary, that the purest communities of the
ancient and modern world, the mott virtuous, intelligent, and happy,
have been comparatively poor and laborious.

I need not quote from antiquity the personal examples of Cin-
cinnatus and Fabricius; though all that I would illustrate might be
enforced from the rank which they attained in their own age and
:ountry. Switzerland still affords, England, less than a century
ago, and Scotland more recentlytill her work-shops multiplied
faster than her parish -ehools, furnished of this truth the most
cheering assurance.
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But why travel back to remote ages, or leave America, our yet
happy country, to support the evidence of our daily observation?

It is not for the present +hat relief is asked. We seek a
remedy against approaching ills, of which it may be here emphatically
pronounced, with proverbial truth, that the prevention will provemuch easier than the cure.

With that primeval curse, denounced on man's first disobedience,
which early drove our fallen race from Eden, and condemned its
children to labour, there was mingled heavenly mercy:--

"From labour health; from health contentment springs;"
and not contentment alone, but knowledge, and all the fndits of
liberal art. This atsociation pointe to the true Alchymy--the long
sought discovery of mysterious science; buried not in the deep and
gloomy mine, but exposed on the bare surface of the earth; where
children find it, after philosophy has contemptuously passed it by.

To that sentiment, which regards all manual labour with disgust
and scorn--whether it be of Castilian or American birth; of civilized
or savage parentage; the pride of misguided learning, the error of
presumptuous folly, or the sugeestion of pampered appetite--I need
not reason, had 7 leisure for the task. But had I the moral pencil,
I would depict its visible effects, upon those States that have feltits influence. I would contrast impoverished Spain, the broken
fragment of imperial glory, with the fertile lowlands of Caledonia;
these, with hr neighbouring heaths, from whence the foray used topour its pre ery clans; or, travelling back, from the country of
my remote proyenitors to that which gave me birth--and of which I
shell ever speak, as it becomes me, with all filial reverence and
:eve, but the more for her misfortunes--I would contrast her for-
saken field-, her fallen temples, and decaying edifices--not thework of
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nature, who never lovelier shone than onthis land--with her own
cottage-covered hills and mountains, tilled by the laborious hands
of hardy freemen; or, borrowing,from truth impartial though stronger
colouring, 1 would point fastidious delicacy to the green fields
and spire-crowned villages of New Enyland, where, mingled with barren
rocks, swept by the piercing sea-breeze, and oft clad in wintry
snows, are the workS of man, discouraged by nature, and unaided, but
by the providence of God. If asked how far, with these monuments
of patient industry, exalted moral worth and extensive knowledge
may be united, I would again reply by referring to another picture,
of which this scene most forcibly reminds me.

The original sat many years ago, near that spot where I then
stood. It was before the devouring flames had swept away so many
of the vestiges of those we loved. I then first saw him, when, to
have spoken of him as I now do, might have subjected me to the impu-
tation I most abhor. A Roman face he had, but it spoke the cultured
and gentle feelings of an American heart; for I saw the tear roll
down his manly cheek as the valedictory orator of that day, the
last of my happiest life,,bade adieu to the venerated seat, and the
nempanions of his past studies. Long afterwards, I was honoured
with his hand. I found it hardened with labour, as ne told me it
nel been in his early youth. It wasithen enfeebled with age. It
was tha same hand which had guided the plough in the fields of Mas-
sachesetts--which had wielded the sword in the war of American inde-
pendence--the labouring axe in the forests of Pennsylvania--and that
pen, in the Department of Sate, which so ably vindicated the in-
sulted honour of his country, against the foul taunts of the prince
of Benevento, and the aggression of misguided France.

But from this flight sketch, let it not be supposed that I
expect, by any system of education, to elevate the intellec-
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tual improvement of a whole people to the rank of this American
Ciecinnatus, or of his generous compeer in public virtue, who re-
tired from the Senate of the United States, to take charge of the
school fund of Connectiuct. I desire only to evince, how very pos-
sible it is to dissolve the association, wherever it may exist, be-
tween manual labour and human degradation; that it is much easier
than to sever the fatal union which subsists, wherever they are
found, between indolence and poverty, idleness and ignorance, vice
and misery.

I have been asked, and will suppose it possible that the ques-
tion may be repeated, whether I would engage in the vain and ridicu-
lous effort to form a nation of philospphers? If such, indeed, could
be the result of an enlarged and liberal system of popular education,
then I fearlessly answer in the affirmative. So far as philosophy
consists in a knowledge of what it is most useful for man to learn;
how best to improve the advantages which nature and the institutions
of society have placed withinhis reach; all men may become philoso-
phers, as one chtistian society at least has shown;--a society not
more distinguished for their singularity of dress and language; than
for the admirable social and moral economy which marks theit conduct
in almost every department of life;--a society, in which, I never
heard of a criminal; nor saw a mendicant; nor met with an uneducated
man.

But from the same source from whence this objection emanates,
remarks are frequently directed against the very spirit of the age
and country An which we live;--a land of civil and religious liberty;
ane age, emphatically, of IMPROVEMENT.

Those schools which gather for instruction on every sabbath day
the village ard city children from the wayward haumts of idleness
and mischief, preserving innocence untainted, and dispensing, with-
out cost, knowledge the most
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useful to all who will receive it, but especially totthose who canobtain it from no other source:--those-benevolent and christian so-cieties who have published, through remote and barbarous climes,to tribes and nations without a written language, and in tongues toWhich the art of printing was before unknown, the oracles of sacredtruth:--the pious missionary, who in obedience to his master'sprecepts and example, forsakes his natal soil, and friends and kinldred, and all that man holds dear, save "faith, hope, and charity;--even the hitherto feeble efforts, unaided, as yet, but by a singlestate of this union, to rid by colonization the fairest portion ofAmerica of a part of that dire calamity, which, in a reckless hour,was brought upon our forefathers by a distant government, foreignto their true interest;*--in fine, all those evidences that man1having passed the era when an impious philosophy, usurping the nameof reason, inscribed over the cemeteries of the dead, "Death is aneternal sleep," has come to the light, and kindles with the sublimehope of immortality--all are derided, as the manifestations of anuncalculating enthusiasm, or reprobated, as the suggestions andtricks of a crafty hypocrisy. Do not the authors of these tauntsand denunciations forget that they are themselves the descendantsof a barbarous race of men, whose history, coming after the voice offable was hushed, is of unquestioned veracity? That those Germanand English ancestors, on whom they so much pride themselves, whomTacitus depicts with his matchless pencil, though somewhatfairer incomplexion, were much more ignorant than the present freedmen ofLiberia? That the accoMplished Britons of the present day are in-debted to French and Roman missionaries for their alphabet, the fargreater part of their language, their laws, their philosophy, andtheir religion? That no people, whose annals run back

*See Appendix, Note V.
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to their remote origin, and who reached any eminence whatever in artsor science, owed their improvement to themselves alone? That thevery gods of the most polished states of antifiquity were foreigners?That Asia peopled Egypt; Egypt and Asia isntructed Greece; Greecetaught her Roman masters; Rome and Greece, all modern Europe; andthe only living divinity, by revelation, the World?There are individuals of no small influence in society, whothink that popular education is not a proper subject of politicalgovernment--that t regulate, by fixed laws, the instruction of youth,is to interfere with the exercise of parental authority. They sup-pose a coercion, which is not proposed; is unnecessary, as experiencedemonstrates; and is nowhere attempted in America.A more plausible objection is grounded on the encroachments,which the expense of legislating for a system of public instructionmust occasion among those who may be taxed for its support, withouttheir consent. Although this argument is susceptiblE of variousrefutations, a conclusive reply to it, in the form which it hereassumes, may be deduced from the simple suggestion, that it is ap-plicablealike to all pecuniary exactions for the pUblic good,But in that system of political economy, which regards wealthas the measure of national prosperity, this argument puts on anotheraspect. It seeks to derive a countenance, to which however it isnot entitled, from the opinions of those economists who, seeingpauperism increase, not only in despite but in consequence of everypermanent legal provision for its relief, would leave individualweek to voluntary charity; to its fate:--that is, very often, tourge its way, through despair, to guilt, infamy, and death. Theywould consign the indigent to punishment, for the sake of example:to deter others from becoming abject, poor, and miserable; as ifpoverty, although accompanied by stinted pub-
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lic charity, or consigned to the work-house, were not punishmentenough!
But this new theory for the benefit of the poor, ingenious asit is, and possibly as true, does not warrant the attempt to extendits leading principle, from the mere sustenance of the poor toe theeducation of their offspring--from the impolicy of any positiveprovision for saving the body of man from an untimely grave, to theimpiety of guarding the soul, his immortal spirit from eternal ruin!May it not be very confidently affirmed, that education wouldoperate, if not immediately, in diminishing, ultimately, as themost powerful check upon the extension of pauperism, not only bypreserving man from the thoughtlessimprovidence which so often leadsto extremerwant, but by conferring on him a species of property,the most valuable, of which no vicissitude of fortune could everdeprive him?
That knowledge is power, though varying greatly in degree withpower itself, is as true of its lowest as of its highest acquisitions.The learned divine, the profound statesman, the able lawyer, theskilful physician, the enterprising merchant, the ingenious mechanic,the expert labourer, alike acknowledge this truth.Every occupation of society has its peculiar science, simple orprofound, which it may acquire from practice, or from precept andobservation, but which is sooner and better learnt from a combinationof all those sources Of intelligence. For want of it, and of thoseindustrious habits, with which it is usually combined, how many ofthe offspring of indigence in Europe annually perish in youth ormanhood, who might have lived to repay in age their country withinterest, for the cost of their instruction! If with the expenditureof six and twenty millions of dollars on the mere food and clothingof her poor, England has hitherto
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bestowed nothing upon their education in childhood, but the pitifulsum which private charity has voluntarily contributed, her laws areindeed to blame, not for what she has profusely given, so much asfor what she has cruelly withheld: not for what she has done forher,poor, but for,what she has, through a misapplication of herwealth, utterly nneglected to do. If her enormous debt had beencontracted in whole or in part, for the purpose of disseminatinguseful knowledge among her people, the burthen would not tiave beenheavier, than that which this debt now imposes on the industry thatpays its annual interest: and that interest might still I neithermean that it would not that it ought to have gone into the same pOc-kets that now receive it. If her, appropriation to this beneficentpurpose had been begun a century ago, in the infancy of that debt,and when her poor rated did not exceed one-twelfth of their presentamount, it is more than probable nay--indeed, certain, if the ex-perience of Scotland be trusted, where the parish school haslabouredunder the influence of a much sterner climate and less generous soil--that not only her paupers, but her criminals, would never haveapproached their present number.*
At the cost of education in the society schools of Connecticut,a moiety of her existing poor rates would provide for the educationof all the youth of the(United Kingdoms.It cannot be presumed that such an appropriation would oppressthe commercial spirit, or embarrass the revenue of a nation, whichhas squandered so many millions on fruitless wars;;and which yetremains, with many symptoms of approaching ruin, the most powerfulon earth. And if the industry of Great Britain would not have beenparalyzed, nor its productive power even seriously impaired, by thissubtraction from her total wealth, which a system of

*See Appendix, Note VI.
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national education would have occasioned, no such danger can beapprehended from similar institutions in America, whatever be theextent to which they may be carried, or however numerous theirpupils may become.
The immediate and necessary effect of the wide diffusion of use-ful knowledge is to occasion new applicants for employment in everydepartment of society that requires improved intelligence.--to multi-plyscompetitors in every walk of life, except mendicity; and todivide among a greater number of rival candidates, the profits ofsuccessful enterprise.
If such effects were accomplished by such a system of taxationas would subtract from the rich a part of their superfluous wealth,for the education of the poor, their immediate tendency would be todraw the extremns of society nearer together, and to multiply ac-cordingly that class between them, which, neither pressed down bythe heavy hand of poverty, nor lifted up by the buoyancy of over-grown wealth, fill up the middle ranks, and constitute therbone andsinew, the real strength and stay, the true "wealth of nations,I.Travel with me to the East, and behold them on the land and on theocean.--We have already surveyed their well cultured fields.--Enter,with me, their comfortable and tasteful dwellings;--see what neat-ness and order every where pervades them.--Behold those intelligentchildren, each of whom, if old enoaghtto have passed through theneighbouring school, can cheer the family circle, by reading, inturn, some amusing or instructive volume from the village librarywhen thefrain pours down too heavy for uncovered labour, or winterhas suspended for awhile its operations. The father,and his oldestsons feel an interest in the public welfare, of which the villagenewspaper, that circulates through every house, bears ample testi-mony. Converse with him, or wait but a moment--for kno*4edge isinquisitive--and he will himself address
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you. .You will find that he knowt, thoroughly, the history of hisstate, and country; and will astonish you, if from any part ofEurope, or from certain portions of Americas by his intimate acquain-tance, also, with the public character of every man, who has been,or is distinguished in their service.
Is he a farmer? Talk with him on agriculture, and he will atonce unfold to you his own system of cultivation; and should it dif-fer from his neighbours, as it well may do--for kno*ledge is in-ventive--he is capable of explaining very readily his motives forevery departure that he has made from long established usage.Is he a mechanic? He will enable you to perceive that he isacquainted with the progress of his art:--How rude it once was, andhow it has, by gradual accretions, grown up to be mysterious, tothose, even, who practise it, without a knowledge of its principles.Is this, do you think, superfluous knowledge? Go to the patent of-fice, at Washington, and you will there perceive that four fifths ofthe useful inventions, for which America is so famed, have heresprung up. Not such only as the natural productions of the adjacentsoil required, in order to fit them for the inventor's use, but suchas relieve the labour of distant climates, from its heaviest burthen.Not only the fleeces of the south derive, from the inventionsof the north,* cheaper instruments of manufacture, but the genius ofa Whitney has saved ivery many thousand weary nights and toilsomedays to the southern planter, and added, if wealth be the surest testof national prosperity, many millions to private income and thepublic

*Giles Richards, of Connecticut, was the inventor of the ingeni-ous machine for making wool-cards. It was afterwards improved byWhittimore, of the same state. Whitney, of New Haven, invented thecotton gin,.for which the states of South Carolina and Georgia al-lowed him fifty thousand dollars each.



40

revenue. Is it extraordinary that these useful inventions shouldcentre in the East? Who invents labour-saving machines? The manwho labours. Who improves the arts? He who practises them, andperceives and suffers from theirlimperfections. Quicken his intel-lect by cultivation; teach him how to think; augment his stores ofthought and powers OS combination; spread the hittory of his artbefore him, and he 14ill choose expedientswfor himself to practise.He will derive them sometimes, perhaps, from the suggestions ofaccident, as Newton did the principle of gravitation; sometimes byreason, from analogY, for all the arts are sisters, and the sciences,who followed them into being, and are but their children, become, inturn, by age, their teachers and their guides; as Homer sung fromnature, before Aristotle taught the knowledge of his enchanting art.Next,follow, with me, those hardy sons of toil, from land tosea. They navigate their ships, with two-thirds of the comp$ementof labour which England uses; that once proud mistress of the ocean,who still grasps its trident, though with more doubtful hold. Evenin British harbors, as some of my audietors very well know, thoseships are as readily distinguished by their peculiar structure andrigging, though motionless, as by the starry banner that oftenfloats from their mast head. When captured in war, how many ingee4-ous and gallant instances did those who manned them furnish of theirrecovery, after that flag had been struck, and they were in the handsof the foe!
The "Wealth of Nations" cannot be reckoned, as a merchantcounts up his ledger. If so, at what value shall we compute themoral energy of the man, apart from his estate? Athens containedsixty thousand citizens, when, aided by the rest of Greece, she re-pelled the hosts of Xerxes. She hadethe same number when Demetriussold them as slaves in the public market; when they had refused their41

- wealth to defence, and reserved it for public festivals and shows.Let your cannon be pla:-.ed with silver and chased with gold, if hewho points them cares noe for his country's honoraaitid his own, hewill not hit the foe. Behold the eye brightened by intelligence andirradiated with the thoughts of home, and of renown,--it marks thenaked side of the enemy, as he rolls on the wave, and speeds thewinged messenger of death.--Every shot tells, and the prize is soShattered, as to leave to the victor no reward, but fame.And who, let me a-k, ever truly loves, and labours for his coun-
try? The man for whorl, is country cares. Who does honor to hiscountry? The man whoa!' is country honors. And does not this unionof ever quickening int ,igence and patriotism countz'among thegreatest riches of a s .te? and are they not worth the cost of earlyand constant cultivati n?

What I tell you i history; and if other nations cannot compre-hend its truth, it is ,ot wonderful. They knew not the institutionsof which it speaks. Een the common sailor, who puts to sea fromthe north, is an intelligent moral agent, having the impress of hiscountry's freedom stamped upon his heart, by her liberal instruction.He goes abroad in youth, from choice; and expects, before he quitsfor ever his favourite element, to own some share, at least,"of avessel, as good as that in which he sails. And why not? Thousandshave done so before him. He has but to practise what he learnedfrom the wholesome
discipline and instruction of the village school,worth, of itself more than all the wealth wbidh it enables him toacquire. Since it has taught him obedience and self-command; sub-jected him, in early life, to a fixed order and economy of time, and

to constant restraint; repressed all his bad propensities--and fewmen have them notwhile it cherished and expanded all the good;and, above all, added to their influence the
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support, and sanction, and consolations of religion, till his vir-tue deriving strength fromitime, and stability from habit, he neitherwishes nor knows how to stray from the path in which he has beennurtured. If want and misery overtake such a man, he prefers deathto disgrace or crime.
After these imperfect views of some of the advantages to bederived from popular education, before I consider the structure ofa system for that object, adapted to the wants and condition of ourown country, it my fiat prove wholly unprofitable to survey, verybriefly, some part at least, of what has been effected, or proposed,by other states, for the same useful and benevolent purpose.Stopping short of the scanty lessons of antiquity, upon thisinteresting subject, before we consult our own experience, let us,for a few moments, glance at that of modern Europe.
Of the share which England supplies, I have, perhaps, alreadysaid more than enough, as I should especially regret if I supposedit could be imagined, for an instant, that I cculd derive gratifica-tion from surveying myself, or presenting to the view nf this as-sembly, what cannot, indeed, be novel to many of my ehlightenedauditors, the consequences of the neglect of the diffusion of know-ledge among her people. This neglect, on the part of her monarchand her parliament, is the more extraordinary, as the splendidmetropolis of this empire annually exhibits one of the most affectingevidences of the exertion of private charity, in this sacred cause.One fourth of the entire annual amount gratuitously bestowedon popular instruction in England, is expended on the free schoolsof London and its vicinity.
On an appointed day in every year, the children of all thoseschools, exceedine sk_ven thaur-and in number, arrayed in neat uni-forms, and having for each school an appropriate banner, borne byone of its pupils, are conducted by their
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teachers to the great church of St. Paul's, and arranged on succes-sive tiers of benches, that encircle for the height of many feet,and almost entirely enclose the spacious area, beneath the magnifi-cent dome of the largest temple of religious worship erected byBritish piety. The children are of both sexes, and taught, withtheir other knowledge, to sing, with perfect concord, the sameanthem.
More than twelve thousand spectators gather together, in thesame temple, to behold this spectacle; and aid, by the price of theiradmission, the charitable fund, to which it owes its existence. Inthis promiscuous assembly, along with strangers from every countryon the globe, are to be seen the wealthiest nobles and gentry ofEngland, as well as the ambassadors and ministers of foreign nations.Even royalty itself, deigns to regard this scene with complacency,as well it may, For when the prayer has closed of the minister,who implores for the mixed multitude the mercy of their common Cre-ator, the voices of the many thousand children, rescued by the haddof charity from the surrounding torrent of vice and misery, ascendin one choral hymn of praise and thankfulness to heaven for theirdeliverance. Beneath the lofty arches, and along the far stretchedaisles of the vast and crowded edifice, the spacious dome reverberatesthe grateful music, on every listening ear of Infidel and Christian.The solemn stillness that pervades the thronged multitude speakstheir deep emotion.
Travel Europe over, and if you have beheld this scene, you OMunite in saying, that, in your wide circuit, you have never witnessedone surpassing it in moral interest. Alas! that any people shouldprefer vindictive to preventive justice; houses of correction to thevillage or city schools; jails, penitentiaries, instruments ofpunishment and the gibbet; the sighs, tears, and blood of theirfellow men, to such a spectacle as that which I have but faintlydepicted.
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The state of pcpular education in Ireland may be inferred from
the solitary fact, that of 1,750,000 children returned between the
ages of five and fifteen, 1,400,000 are uninstructed. After the
narrative supWed by the better condition of her dominant neighbour,
the misery of that unhappy island, which, as it is ''the land of the
brave," so should it be 'the home of the free," precludes the
utility of farther comment.

Before her late union with England, her parliament provided by
statute for the education of her poor; but the funds, destined for
the object of this law, were perverted from their purpose. Can it
be questioned, however, but that Ireland is yet within tne reach of
benefit, from a liberal system of general instruction? Under the
operation of such a system, society in that wretched country, en-
lightened by knowledge anddinvigorated by hope, would start up from
the stupifying influence of misery, as from a trance.

The desire of comfort would be added to that of mere animal
existence; andaided by religion and morals, in time prove powerful
enough to restrain improvidence and vice. Men would not thought-
lessly acquire families, for the sustenance of which they have no
rational hope of furnishing adequate means; and the preventive check
upon excessive populationswould supersede in whole, or in part, the
positive limitations of want and wretchedness. Such a revolution,
although effected at the expense of overgrown wealth, would repay
its sacrifices by augmenting its permanent security. The rich could
not justly lament a diminution of that inequality of fortune, which
not only threateng at present its own destruction, but which has
been built in no small degree upon the obvious oppression of unequal
taxation.*

It is universally known how much Scotland owes of her past and
present happiness to her parish schools, by which

*See Appendix, Note VII.
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education used to be diffused as widely, and dispensed as cheaply,
as in the most flourishing portion of our country;* but what, when
I first learnt it many years ago,** filled me with astonishment,
is, that to Frederick the Great, Prussia was immediately, and a
great part of Germany remotely, indebted for a system of popular
instruction. That monarch, who, in writing the history of his own
house, confesses that he einvaded his neighbours territory because
it was unprotected, and his deceased father had left along with him
a replenished treasury, an army well disciplined, appointed, and
equipped for war. If Silesia had to regret, that, in changing masters
she buried one hundred and fifty thousand of her inhabitants, sh'e
could but acknowledge her gratitude to their destroyer, for establish-
ing,, for the benefit of the survivors, and their offspring, one of
the most ingenious and efficient systems of popular education known
to modern Europe. And the empress, Maria Theresa, might well think
the injury repaired, which, as queen of Hungary she had sustained
in the loss of an enttre province of her kingdom, by receiving from
her former enemy, in the example and service of the benevolent
Felbiger, those means which she and her successor had the wisdom toj
empl9y, of diffusing useful knowledge throughout an empire.

The most striking peculiarity of this system, and the most
interesting feature, next to its wide diffusion, was manifested in
the care which its founder bestowed on the formation of those teachers
who were to give effect to his whole design. These, when he began
his benevolent task, were, in Silesia, "the village fiddlers." But
he soon replaced them by candidates for their station previously
instructed, not only in the knowledge that they were to teach, but
in the mode of teaching it which they were required to practise.

*See Appendix, Note VIII. **See Appendix, Note IX.
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Having thus briefly adverted to the parish schools of Scotland,
the schools of Prussia, and the Normal schools of Austria, I proceed
to the primary schools of France, and the outlines of that extensive
system of national education, of which they constituted the intended
basis.

Whatever were the errors or the crimes of the French revolution,
a neglect of popelar instruction, so far as legislation could operate,
was not of their number. To change, by the mere force of a politi-
cal convulsion, the genius and character of a whole people, provad
indeed as arduous as it ever is, by mere human power, to effect a
sudden reformation of the temper and habits of a single individual.
But, so far as the laws could exercise any influence in promoting
the general diffusion of knowledge, their efficacy was early exerted,
and steadily prosecuted, as long as the liberty of the people con-
tinued to he the object of their public councils.

Some of the beneficent effects of that plan of popular educatien
which originated in the Normal schools of the third year of the
republic, and was ehlarged and systematized under the governments
that successively followed the dissolution of the national convention,
yet sur-ive, to rescue that ill-fated struggle for human freedom
from the unmerited denunciation of having produced no advantage what-
ever to France, or to mankind.

The Normal schools were designed not only to supply the place
of those literary and scientific institutions which anarchy had tub-
verted, but to be spread over France, and to regenerate the national
character. They were so defectively constituted, as to flourish
nowhere but in Paris; and were superseded the year after by another
system of instruction, consisting of Primary, Central, and Special
schools.

Before the revolution--with the exception of the academies
founded in Paris, by Colbert, for the encouragement
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of the arts and sciences, during the magnificent reign of Louis XIV.,
and those institutions, in the same capital, which almost immediate-
ly preceded the revolution--the chief purpose of the literary
extablishments of France, like that which founded the colleges and
universities of the rest of Europe, had been the culture and dif-
fusion of a knowledge of the Latin and Greek languages; objects
worthy, at all times, of very high, though certainly not of exclusive
regard.

The primary schools of the republic were designed to teach the
living languages, and to be so multiplied and distributed, as to
extend to every family in France the knowledge indispensable for
all her cittiens.

To these succeeded, in the order of instruction, the "central
schools," of the several departments, which taught, at moderate
cost, to all, and gratuitously to such youth as could not afford to
pay for their instruction, the higher branches of a liberal educatiom
and each were provided with a philosophical apparatus, a public
library, a botanic garden, and a museum of natural history.

Last in order, were the special schools; and among them, those
established for the public service, and the application to practical
use of the knowledge most essential to the internal improvement,
defence, and safety of thelnation. Towards the execution of this
system, but for the benefit, chiefly, of the popular branches of
it, an annual appropriation was early provided, equivalent to twelve
hundred thousand dollars.

Six years after its promulgation, a change was effected in this
plan of education, by thekconsular government, which, retaining the
primary schools, charged the local municipalities with the obliga-
tion of providing the apartments for the schools, and the parents
or guardians of the pupils, with a contribution for their instruction,
to be determined by those local authorities. In this revolution,
to the "primary,"
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succeeded "secondary schools," in which were taught the Latin, as
well as the French language, together'lwith the elements of geography,
history, and mathematics. The Lyctes last followed, for instruction
in the sciences and belles lettres.

In the last, all those children were taught at the public charge,
to whom the government dispensed a gratattous education, as a reward
of their parents, for rendering eminent service to their country; or
of the pupils themselves, for the genius and application by which
they had been already distingdished. The number of the former was
limited to twenty-four hundred; the latter might extend to four thou-
sand, and were required to comprehend pupils selectdd from all the
departments of the republic, with reference to their respective popu-
lation.

The special schools of the original system, established by the
Directory, remained unchanged, embracing the ancient College of Frane,
which had survived the first paroxysms of the revolution. Aided by
numerous academies in the metropolis, by public and private lectures
on every branch of science, by numerous and splendid libraries, by
models of ingenious mechanism, the national observatory, the hens
and galleries of the fine arts, both ancient and modern, the extensive
and diversified garden of plants, and the rich and skilfully arranged
museum of natural history it completed the structure,?of the system
of national education, P rovided by the French republic. The Institute
of France, while it supplied the attest professors of the Parisian
schools, academies and colleges, and held its periodical lectures,
constituted, of itself, the most learned assembly in the world, and
crowned this vast fabric of arts, science and literature. And tOuty
magnificent it was.

That, in its practical effects, it was not fortunate, throughout
all its numerous branches, is well known. The moral sciences, po-
litics; and political economy, which are best
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cultivated in peace, were too much neglected. All that contributed to
advance the military powet of the nati*n was assiduously cherished,
and never more zealously than while it supplied to the pride of con-
quest, amidst continual wars, the aliment of military renown. The
elementary portion of this system,,which was designed by its founders
to elevate the character of the great body of the French people,
never flourished; and, in its most essential provision, for that ob-
ject, of gratuitous instruction, was abandoned by the consular, and
not restored by the imperial government.

As early as 1798, Bitaubt, the president of the National Insti-
tute, in an address to the council of five hundred, and the Council
of Ancients, referring to thetreport of the physical and mathematical
classes, in which this system of education had its origin, tells the
French legislature, that "the object of thecwhole institute, and of
the nation itself was, that the primary schools for the instruction
of youth should be thrown open, in order that the central schools
should not be deprived of their firmest foundation." "You know, fel-
low citizens," said he, "how important it is for the public order,
theimaintance of the laws, and the correction and purity of morals,
that those whose fathers you are, should be early instructed, and
usefully employed." "You are called on to watch" he adds, "over a
garden of young plants, which are drooping, and, if not speedily
revived, will fade away."

"Time," says a cotemporary professor of Denmark, the reporter
of this address, who was then on a public mission to France, "will
prove whether it would not redound more to the advantage of the
French nation, that these patriotic views should be carried into ef-
fect, than the conquest of entire provinces."* And time, my audience,
has proved it, by evidence the most unquestionable! For, what has
become of the founders and finishers of this revolution?

*See Appendix, Note X.
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Had the policy of the conqueror of so many states and kingdoms, dustrising into renown, when this system of national education was com-pleted, but seconded the wishes of the Institute, France, under his;-auspices, might have continued the form, until her character had beenmoulded to sustain the genius of a republic.
No unholy alliance would have combined against a power productiveonly of the fruits of peace and order. Or had foreign war proved un-avoidable, and fortune forsaken the standard of the man who delightedto regard himself as her favoured child, the republican hero and sageof La Grange, and a new generation ef Frenchmen, regarding Napoleonas the author, not of their evanescent military glory, but of theirdurable happiness, would have rallied around his wavering standard,and firmly planted it again on the ramparts of Paris. A miserablepopulace, who sung to him hosannas in the day of his triumph, wouldnot, amidst like anthems to his conquerors, have twice bartered awayhis liberty, andfultimately his life, to preserve the paintings andstatutes of that metropolis, which he had adorned with so many monu-ments, erected to the glory of France.
Unknown to fame, Elba, his temporary prison, would have escapedthe eye of the historian on the map of Europe; and Stl Helena, hisdungeon and his tomb, would have continued, without suspension,amidst the solitude of the ocean, the salutary office of refreshingthe spice-bearing ships of India. Freedom, in the old world, wouldnot have been doomed to experience a long and sad relaps into thearms of despotism. The opening buds, which had begun to blossomwith promise, on the sueny peninsulas of southern Europe, would haveexcaped the fell northern blast. Theccruel murder of Riego, and theunredressed wrongs of Greece, would not have consigned Spain to in-famy, and all Christendom to lasting reproach.
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As we pass from this cursory view of the institutions for popu-1lar instruction in Europe, to a consideration of those erected inAmerica, it is gratifying to perceive that freedom, in the New World,has rather profited than suffered from the convulsions which shookher transatlantic dominion. They have supplied her with freshfields for culture, and furnished to her earliest votaries, if lothavens for shelter from the stem, a chart to guide them, andbeacons torshbel
Though an apology may be found in the first occupations of ,ourforefathers, and their long continued dependence on Europe, for thenarrow extent of American literature and 5cience, no adequate excusecan be offered by their descendants, for a neglect of popular educa-tion.
To the honorrof our country, this excuse is not every whereneeded, Happily for the future progress of this branch of practicalphilosophy, we are already supplied, by our own experience, with themeans of adapting it to our peculiar institutions, and of assuring,by an immediate manifestation of its beneficent effects, its futureextension and improvement.
Among the great territorial divisions of our federal republic,New-England, and of the states of New-England, Massachusetts, isentitled to the credit of affording the first great experiment ofpopular education in America.
Its date is as ancient almost as her earliest settlement; fol-lowing it, after an interval, in fact, of but seventeen years. Con-necticut,as might have been expected, from her relation to her eldersister, proceeded intthis labour, next in ofderof time. Vermont toorecently acquired a separate existence, to put in an independentclaim to the honor of early aiding this useful example. New-Hampshirecannot be reproached with obstinate delay in copying it; and Maine,so lately a part of Massachusetts, partakes of the merit of herparent state.
Rhode Island, for her numbers and territorial extent, the
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richest member of the American confederacy, and the wealthiest com-
monwealth on earth, is the only one of this cluster of republis,
which has failed to imitate the system of her neighbours. I mention
this, not to her reproarh; unless that be conveyed,by the fact itself,
and impartial justice forbids its suppression.*

The pious foundation of the common,schools of New-England is
manifest, in the preamble of that act of Massachusetts, by which
she led the way in the American system of national instruction: and
the date of that act, immediately following the legal establishment
of the parish schools of Scotland, as well as the details of the
subsequent legitiation of Connecticut, upon the same subject, dis-
tinctly point to the source of their common origin.

It is thus that we behold religion, every where the friend of
man when not abused by him, the faithful conservator of the learning
of the world--during the Gothic darkness of modern Europe, becoming
its steady conductress from the barren heaths of North Britain, to
the forests of America!**

The very little progress of popular education, without the limits
of New-England, till within a few years past, does not require our
special notice in determining the relative claims of our own common-
wealths to the credit of its early introduction.

In contemplating the present extent of general education in
America, it is highly gratifying to be able to add the names of many
other states, who have prepared the foundation, or commenced the
superstructure, of systems similar to that of New-England.

Virginia and New-York, almost at the same moment, provided and
set apart a "permanent fund" for "primary" or "common schoolsr as
Connecticut had done very long before either, being the first state
that supplied, in imi-

*See Appendix, Note XI. **See Appendix,. NOte XI/.
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tation of the example of Scotland, this important principle in
hastening the diffusion of popular education.

South Carolina, Maryland, New-Jersey, and Vermont, have united,
in the order of their enumeration, in providing a similar fund.*

The contribution of Pennsylvania to education of every grade,
have, till her recent act of 1824, taken the shape of special dona-
tions, extending from time to time from a very early period to her
several colleges, academies, and schools; on which she has,
cotemporaneously with each pecuniary grant, charged upon the school
receiving it, the obligation tici educate gratuitously a certain number
or proportion of its pupils.

A reference to the "literary" or "school funds" of the several
states, apart from the provision for public schools made under the
authority of law, by coercive or voluntary taxation through the
agency of small communities, derives some importance from the light
which their operation affords in determining on the best mode of
supplYlliggthe necessary expenses of elementary instruction. Experi-
ence has demonstrated that the pecuniary aid furnished by those
funds, though not indispensably necessary, is of great utility. For
more than a century after Massachusetts established by law, both
her "English" and her "grammar" schoolJ, (which was as early as
1647.) formal complaints were made by her legislature of the in-
execution of this law. The imposition, frequent augmentation, and
continuance to this day of heavy penalties on her incorporated towns,
liable to be enforced by indictment and public prosecOtion in her
courts, for neglecting to tax themselves for the maintenance of
public teachers, manifests the defective sanction of her system,
and its inaptitude for general imitation. While the unexampled
rapidity of the diffusion of popular

*See Appendix, Note XIII.



principle of governing men by rewards rather than punishments, a
principle, which, if salutary in the re§ulation of the conduct of
individuals, would seem to be yet more applicable, if not indispensable
to the government of corporate bodies as extensive as the towns of
the east; where that geographical denomination, as in the language of
all those states except Pennsylvania, who employ it at all, embraces
large tracts of waste and cultivated lands, as well as the villages d
and separate dwellings of their numerous cultivators and inhabitants.

The experience, however, which recommends the creation, and
suggests the most efficient mode of appropriating such a fund,!does
not prescribe the source from which it shall be drawn; much less
does it require the delayedf elementary education, until it shall
have accumulated to a large amount, as might be implied from the
practice of several states.

Among those states, New-York, who has so recently employedAier
fund, does not any longer exclusively rely on it to supply the entire
appropriation from her pbblic treasury to her "common schools."*

Connecticut, very long before she had established any such fund,
New-Hampshire, who has never provided one, and Vermont, who is still
nursing hers for future use, devised, nevertheless, a more practicable
and efficient system than that of Massachusetts, for supplying the
necessary cost

*See Appendix, Note XIV.
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of public nstruction.* They set apart a certain portion of their
current annual revenue forethe maintenance of public schools, on the
express condition that it should be apportioned according to a
determined rationamong those societies, towns, or districts only, who
should provide among themselves by taxation or otherwise a stiff suf-
ficient, when added to their respective portions of the distrj,butable
public revenue, to maintain for a certain period at least of each
year a public school.

This condition is every where found to produce a compliance with
wishes of the legislature by whom it is ordained, and to super-
Cie necessity of penalties which would be offensive, if enforced,

_le feelings, and mnst prove much more injurious, if disregarded
contemned, to the bvst interests of society, by occasioning a

disrespect of the laws.
A permanent capital set apart for public education, however it

may be obtained, if not in its origin the offspring, must be regarded
in its application as the mere substitute of taxation. There is,
therefore, no essential difference between the creation of such a
capital, and a permanent appropriation of a part of the ordinary
revenue of the state. All that is essentially necessary to perfect
this proyision for public schools, is, that each smaller corporation:
county, town, society, or school district, shall be empowered to tax
itself to the extent which may be required to defray the expense of
educating all its youth; and that it be tempted ta exercise this
usually odious power by an adequate incentive. This incentive is
found in the tender made by law to each corporation of a conditional
advantage, which, if it diregard, it must entirely forfeit.

The instant a system of education founded on such a basis is
begun, its diffusion is accelerated by the der,ire of

*See Appendix, Note XV.



every neighbourhood which beholds, to share its benefit; and thisdesire is quickened by the consideration that the distributable fundis the parlic property; supplied at the expense of the whole com-munity entitled to share its benefit.
A better demonstration cannot be furnished of the efficiency ofthis simple expedient for defraying the expense of a system ofpopular education, than by referring to the rapid progress of that ofthe state of New-York. Commencing with the foundation of her "schoolfund" in 1812, and its nominal application by law in 1814, though, infact, not before 1816, aided by a fund, which, when applied, yieldedandannual income of but fifty thousand dollars; and which, even now,supplies,.when augmented from the common revenue, but twice thatamount, in the short compass of ten years from the establishment ofthe first school to whichwthe fund gave birth, its beneficent opera-tion has extended to the education of four hundred and twenty-fivethousand pupils.* In effecting this noble result, it has moreoverelicited from the private revenue of the people the cheerful dis-bursement, not only of their separate portion of the annual expendi-ture required in aid of the general appropriation, but of the fixedcapital vested in the sites, houses, and permenent furniture of thenumerous seminaries, near eight thousand in number, in which thosechildren are instructed.
The total sum applied to the common schools of Connecticut inthe last year, from her constantly augmenting school fund, was aboutseventy-two thousand dollars. Its effects were, that, of all heryouth, comprehending eighty-five thousand between four and sixteenyears of age, none were uneducated; and the cost of their instructiondid not surpass an average expenditure of two dollars for each pupil:**

-----*See Appendix, Note XVI. **See Appendix, Note XVII.
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As this sum exceeded the ratio of the expenditure of New-York,to the number of her educated youth, enough is ascertained by theexperience of those states alone, to evince, that economy in itsstrictest signification constitutes one of the characteristic featuresof the New-England system of popular education.Contrasted with the disbursements of Virginia, for the educationof the poor, the difference of the result is very striking. Forty-five thousand dollars are annuall, appw-tioned between her numerouscounties, cities, and corporations, according to a ratio deduced fromthe respective white population; and the portion allotted to eachcounty, or corporation, is placed at the disposal of commissionersannually appointed by their respective courts, and charged with theobligation of applying theisum received by each, to tf-, education,by such schools as may be found to exist, of the ch4 .'11 of thoseparents who are unable to pay for their instructic. . e annual re-ports of the disbursements under this system, swell cost of in-struction for the whole commonwealth, to an average of near ninedollars per annum for each scholar; while the entire number of chil-dren benefited by the application of the fund, during certain portionsof the last year, are but about ten thousand, being less than amoiety of the total number reported to be in a condition to require,for their education, public aid.
An analysis of the causes which conduce to the supqrior economyof the northern system of popular education, would lead to the de-velopement of many other advantages which it possesses over thepresent system of Virginia.* Part of them may be comprehended brief-ly, in the proper distribution and permanent location of the severalschools, the reduction of the wages, and better capacity and charac-ter of the teacher; and consequently,the more equal and

*See Appendix, Note XVIII.
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general diffusion of the beneftt,and the improvement of the quality
of the instruction desj,gned to be dispensed to all the youth of the

commonwealth.
Some peculiarities of the New-England system, merit, however,

if they do not require, in conformity with the end of this discourse,
more particular regard. Among these are the total abolition, in the

elementary schools, of the odious distinction between the children
of the opulent and of the poor, together with the simplicity and u-
tility of that distribution and organization of society, which
assures to this system its certain and successful operation.

If it be one of the most salutary effects of popular instruction,
to diminishethe evils arising to social order from too great a dis-
parity of wealth, it should be so dispensed as to place the common-
wealth with regard to all her children, in the relation of a common
mother.

A discrimination, therefore, in the same schools, between the
children of different parents, whiCh is calculated to implant in very
early life, the feelings of humiliation and dependence in one class
Of society, and of superiority and pride in another, should be avoided
as alike incompatible with the future harmony and happiness of both.
And it is no more an answer to this objection, that time and neces-
sity gradually overcome, among the poor, the natural 4hdisposition to
send their children to schools so organized, than that the same
lenient effect of familiar habit, reconciles man to every other
spettéssof degradation, as it but too often does to guilt itself and
all its consequences. It is one of the most beneficent effects of
that education, which aims at the equal improvement of the under-
standing and the heart, to elevate the sentiments and character of
every citizen of the commonwealth; and no distinction among its
pupils should be retained in its first lessons, inconsistent with
this benevolent and useful end.

A yet more powerful recommendation, however, is pre-
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sented in that division of the territory of each state into townships,
or school districts; and that organization of society which so hap-
pily and efficiently provides for the administration of the northern
system of education, wherever it prevails.

It illustrates, in the humblest office of gOvernmant, if you re-
gard the talents of the agents that it requires--in the very highest,
if you consider its useful and benevolent end, the benefit resulting
from the division of labour in all the employments of society,
whether mechanical, scientific, or political. The restraint which
this division imposes on the abuse of power, and the diminution of
its incentives by lessening the attractions of power itself, are not
worthy of regard in the humble offices of engaging a competent
teacher; constructing a school-L---e residing at a town or district
meeting, recording tts procee. __,lecting its assessed taxes,
superintending the studies, and inspecting the order and discipline
of a district school. But it is most worthy of the highest contidera-
tion, that, by lessening the sphere in which those humble but im-
portant duties are to be performed, the chances are multiplied of
having them diligently and faithfully discharged; that they are thus
brought, not onlyy,within the supervision and scope of the most
ordinary intellectual capacity, but of the most moderate ability to
spare the time, attention, and labour, requisite to their regular
execution, with no other compensation or reward of the agent, except
the consciousness and the repetation of doing good. As those, how-
ever, who are annually elected by the suffrages of their neighbours,
to perform these benevolent tasks within the narrow precinct of a
township or school district, are often the parents, guardians, or
near relatives of some of theTchildren to be instructed, there exists
a yet stronger security for their fidelity and zeal. Nor should the
moral effect be disregarded, which must result from the multiplica-
tion and diffusion of these
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numerous and high social obligations-among'men, that, while all the

youth of the country are instructed, the aged are expited to watch

over their progress. The laws themselves, by a new and beneficent

occupation, elevate the intellect; and by a mark of public confidence,

augment the honest pride and patriotism of their numerous agents. A

very large community opens a field too wide end oppressive for the

performance, without compensation, of these moral and polltical

trusts. But, an entire commonwealth divided into counties, its

counties subdivided into townships, and its townships into convenient

school districts, conducting the periodical elections of its county,

town, and district officers, by all their inhabitants who are the

heads of families having a permanent abode within its bosom, presents

the spectacle of so many miniature repablics acting upon the maxims,

imitating the practicee and imbibing the generous spirit of that

larger community.of freemen which encircles and ptotects them; of

which, indeed, they are the minute wheels, moving, like the smaller

portions of the most ingenius clock-work, in perfect harmony with

each other, and in such accordance with the will of its maker, as to

ensure the exact fulfifiment of his purpose. One circle, yet smaller,

remains to be added--that to which every puOil joyously returns at

the c4ese of each day's instruction, to share a parent's smile, and

partake a mother's tender care.
There is, in such a scene, something so attractive, that in its

contemplation the judgment sufrenders its function to the heart; and

all sight is lost of its vast political and moral effect upon society,

in the influence which it immediately exerts over our own affections.*

Let it not be imagined that the introduction of this system,

alike adapted to all the purposes of internal police,** into those

states whose population is less dense than that of

*See Appendix, Note XIX. **See Appendix, NOte XX.
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New-England, would be at present inexpedient, or impracticable.
Massachusetts did not find it premature, more than a century and a

half ago,, and she has, still remaining, large tracts of uninhabited

country. So have not only Maine, but Vermont and New-Hampshire. It

is, in truth, one ef the most striking peculiarities of the organi-

zation of this system, that its administration admits of the easy

extension or contraction of the sphere of its operation. The system

may be offered, j its introduction, where it is now unknown, under

a sanction, not c'eecive, but persuasive, to the separate counties,

or parts of a staee; to beaccepted, where it is calculated to he of

immediate use; where it is not, to be rejected or defferred to a

future period.
To all the Atlantic states, south of Delaware, this considera-

tion applies with peculiar force, in answer to the superficial ob-

jection to its operation 7".. the present time, that it would be pre-

mature. But an examination of the real import and character of this

objection warrants a further rep7y. Let it even be admitted that,

in certain portions of Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina, there

are large tracts of country covered by estates which supply very few

children for instruction, within a district sufficiently extensive

for a single school. This is the very territory which, being the

property of weelthy proprietors, least needs the aid of gratuitous
.instructionwhere the parent either sends his child from home, for

his education, or,,at greater cost, engages a private tutor. In all

those states, there are very large tracts o well-cultivated soil;

and a numerous population; which are more than prepared, are actually

suffering for want of facilities of education. If objected, that the

lowland country, bordering on the navigable rivers, along the banks

of which these large estates are spread, should not contribute to

sustain those upland schools, which its youth do not frequent;--the

objection may be met by an argument, also founded on the unequal

operation of me-

771



tal and physical causes upon different portions of the same country.
When war and invasion threaten, and hostile fleets blockade the en-
trance of those defenceless lowland rivers, shall the inhabitants of
the mountains say to those of the sea-coast, Fight your own battles?
We are safe--Defend yourselves.

In that education which wisely diffuses useful knowledge, the
whole community have a common interest, as they have in the common
defence of a common country, against a common enemy.

But every objection that can be urged to the expense of a sys-
tem of elementary instruction, must find a conclusive answer in that
experience which demonstrates that the total expenditure whioh is
required for the education of all the youth of a country, is found
to fall far short of the actual cost of instructing in the ordinary
schools the children of those parents who can afford to defray the
expense of their education. And surely the sons of opulence will
not complain that the children of pOverty are taught at their ex,-
pense, when, educated themsnves at the same schools, they perceive
that the total expense of their own instruction has been greatly
reduced by a general system of popular education.

In closing this survey of the American system of national educa-
tion, it yet remains to consider the extent of the knowledge which
it is designed to impart, and the ages which it admits to the benefit
of instruction.

Massachusetts, the firt, as we have seen, to introduce it,
cotemporaneously required of her towns the erection of a "Grammar,"
and an "English schooll" limiting the obligation to provide the first,
to such towns as contained not less than a hundred, and extending the
last to every town that contained not less than fifty families. Of
those which comprehended five hundred, she required two schools of
each description.
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Her grammar schools were expressly designed "to fit her yooth
for the university." which she had ali-eady erected: and no pupil was
allowed to enter one of them, without permission from the selectmen
of his town, unless he could "read and write." The instruction of her
English schools was, at first, confined to these humble offices, to
which were added at a subsequent period, "arithmetic and orthography."
The system of Massachusetts is that also of Maine.

New-Hampshire entitles her district seminaries, "English schools:'
and imposes on them the legal obligation of teaching "the English
language, reading, wtiting, Engiish grammar, arithmetic, geography,
and suchoother branches of education, as," to use the language of her
laws, "it may be necessary to teach in an English school.'

Vermont prescribes for the course of instnuction in he "common
schools," "reading, writing and arithmetic."

Connecticut simply imposes on each of her school societies, as
a condition on which it shall be allowed to participate in any share
of her annually distributed revenue, whether derived from her school
fund, or the appropriated fifth of her assessed taxes, that the
society shall establish and maintain for a certain petiod, at least,
of each year, "a school," for the instruction of its youth. But she
further authorizes any school society, with the consent of a majority
of two-thirds of its inhabtitants 'qualified by law to vote, to insti-
tute "a school of higher order" for the common benéfitin which
shall be taught, "English grammar, composition, geography, and the
learned languages." And, in the event of the establishment of such
a school, she apportions the share of the sbhool fund allotted to the
several districts of the society, according to an equitable ratio,
between the common district schools and the society school of higher
order.

New-York expressly provides, as Connecticut, for
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nothing more than the establishment and support of "a school," during
a certain period of each year, and her laws are silent as to the
course of its instruction, except that an authority to prescribe it
is vested in the superintendent of her "common schools. She limits,
however, the extent of the power, vested in her school districts, of
voluntary taxation, to the extent of raising twice the sum allotted
to the district from her distributable school fund.

The references, in the laws of the several states to the ages of
their children, except in the late act of Pennsylvania, is designed,
simply, to fix an equitable rule of apportionment for the distributa-
ble part of their respective school funds. In the Pannsylvania act
of 1824, the gratuitous instruction which it proposes to disseminate,
is limited to pupils between thetages of six and fourteen.k In Massa-
chusetts, where there is noi.distributable school fund, as in New-
Hampshire, the laws are silent as to the ages of admission into their
common schools. A rational being should be allowed the benefit of
instruction, where practicable, without serious public inconvenience,
at any age at which he may desire to enjoy it;and, accordingly, in the
last annual report of the number of pupils received in the common
schools of New-York, the number instructed exceeds by thirty thousand
the portion of th2 entire population between the reported ages of
reference, Ur-% it, by a ratio of more than eight per cent.

The very artial execution of the late acts of Pennsylvania and
New-aersey, the recent origin of that of Maryland, relative to common
schools, and the absence of precise information with respect to the
character and operation of the system devised for the sameend,by South
Carolina, denies to me the means of extending further this survey of
the popular education of the Atlantic states.

I am not aware that Delaware, any more than Rhode-Island--that
North Carolina or Georgia has ever passed an act with a view to this
object,
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To the west, Kentucky and Tennessee have, within late years,
directed their attention to the higher branches of education, and thee
spires of their universities now rise above those primeval forests,
in which, very little more than half a century ago, the untutored
Indian, the panther, the bear, ahd the wolf, maintained a savage
sway, disputed only between themselves.

Among the greater part of those states more recently admitted
into the Union, an ample foundation has been laid for the future in-
struction of their people, by the wisdom anl munificence of the
national government: and Ohio, constituting in her recent origin,
her almost miraculous growth, and her present improvement in useful
and liberal arts, the noblest monument of American enterprise and
industry, has already begun to rear A l'ter'-" oper;tructure, on this
federal basis, which wil., nu , istant period, reflect equal honor
upon herself, and the states from which she sprung.

After this imperfect history of the origin, progress, cost,
administration and extent of the popular education of the United
States, but especially of New-England; and New-York, who has so
judiciously and successfully copied the institutions of her northern
sisters; the inquiry naturally arises, whether this system is suscepti-
ble of improvement.

The diversities among those states, in their past legislation,
would render this at least probable; while it suggests to each state
the expediency of an attentive examination of what its neighbours
have actually accomplished, or attempted, with a view to form, a more
perfect system of the materials already supplied by the experience
of our own country. But there are other reasons for entertaining the
belief, if not for confidently affirming, that the American system
is yet defective; and tzliat it is capable ol melioration without
launching upon untrited expe*iment, either by referring to examples
abroad, or availing ourselves of the suggestions forced upon us iv
those which are nearer home.
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Investigation may manifest that we have advantages to gain, errors
to correct, and evils Us shun, in the extension of the American sys-
tem, some of which, it is hoped, have been already partially sug-
gested; and others, with the continued indulgence of my audience, I

will endeavour to present, with the highest deference to the judgment
of those practical statesmen whose path it has been my highest am-
bition to explore, as it will be, to endeavour to extend their cher
rished purpose, that of preserving add advancing the prosperity of
our common country.

From Massachusetts, the returns of her educated pupils are so
incomplete, as to render imperfect any estimate of the expense att
tending popular education of that state; and even those of Connecti-
cut do not furhish an exact enumeration of the total number taught
at her schools.

New-York iS the only state whose system of common schools sub-
sists in so perfect a form in her statute book, as to admit of its
easy comprehension and imitation, without investigating her antece-
dent laws, or the condition of her society and manners. Its recent
origin has assured to it this advantage in the estimation of all,
who may not be disposed tollook beyond the respective codes of the
several states who have legislated on this subject, in order to pro-
vide a system for their own use. New-York is, also, the only common-
wealth which appears to have established a central executive power,
charged with the special duty of supervising the administration of
her school system, in all its parts. His authority is so great, how-
ever, his duties sonnumerous and diversified, as to suggest a ration-
al doubt whether the management of her school fund, and of all the
fiscal concerns of her system, had not better be confided to a
distinct authority from that to which she looks for regulating and
supervising its intellectual and moral department.

In the plan of education submitted to the legislature of Vir-
ginia, in 1816, and approved by its popular branch,
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a "Board of Public Instruction" was provided, for this latter pur-
pose; and the care of her "Literary Fund," was left, as before, with
the "President and Directors," to whom it had been confided in 1812;
to be nurtured and appropriated, from time to time, as the General
Assembly might ordain. The Board of Public Instruction, elected
annually from various portions of the commonwealth, by the legis7 -

ture, was designed to prov4de under the sanction of its authority,
and subject to anne-z, ,, ale objects and modes of instruc-
--( ...nd the discipline to the established and maintained in the
"University of Virginia," and the several "Colleges, Academies, and
Primary Schools," for the foundaeion and construction of which, a
prior resolution of both brancheL of the legislature had provided
adequate resources.*

As a consequence of this,seleeni'lg defect in the system of New-
York, which is more strikingly me:nifested every where else, there is
in no state, at present, any authority erected, competent, even were
it empowered, to secure some of the most important advantages of a
system of widely diffused popular instruction;--as for example, im-
provements in the course, discipline, and extent of the common edu-
cation, and constahtlt increasinm economy in all its necessary ex-
penditures. Pursuing this train af thought, might not uniformity of
instruction be carried so far,. as to require that the same books be
used in'all the schools designed 'Tor thecsame grade of instruction;
and adequate provision be made'fur their printing and distribution
on the cheapestterms?

The inspectors of a town art. required to visit all the schools
of the districts which it embracms; but there are no common inspectors
for a county, much less for thelentire state, or any considerable
portion of its territory, or number

*See Appendix, No+e XVIII.



of its schools. No adequate provision can be supposed to be made,therefore, even for the uniform use and pronunciation of the commonlanguage of the country; nor any safeguard erected against thoseprovincial phrases and dialects,whibh, as the population of a statebecomes more and more fixed to the soil, and gathered here and therein detached masses, bating little personal intercourse with eachother, are likely to take root in the language of the people; andwhich are known to become, whenttoo deeply planted to be eradicated,the source and channel of local prejudices and animosities.tMany of these defects, if they may be so regarded, would beremedied in whole, or in part, by supplying another of more seriousmagnitude, which it is confidentlyy believed extends at the presentmoment throughout the whole system of American popular education--the want of an adequate supply of competent instructors.We have seen that in the system which Felbiger established inSilesia, under the auspices of Frederick William, preceptors wereeducated for their peculiar province, before they were allowed toenter upon its duties.
The revolution, which checked the employment of British capitalin American commerce, obstructed in like manner, the source fromwhence the southern states at least derived, prior to that event, thegreater part of their public and privateteachers.
Massachusetts, indeed, prohibited by law the employment offoreign instructors in her schools, at a period when Virginia andthe states to the south of her territory had scarcely anY others,except what they drew from the East.Among the former, however, were then to be found, for very ob-vious reasons, the best scholars, and ablest teachers, if not alwaysthe best men. The broad pronunciation to

*See Appendix, Note XIX.
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the South, of the first letter of the alphabet, indicates how many ofthose were supplied by North Britain; then, as now, far in advance ofthe southern part of that island, in popular, if not in classical andsdientific education.
This valuable class of men, for to us , were invalueafe, madethe education of youth the only business aed pursuit of their lives.Since we have been thrown upon our own resources, and those ofour sister states, for a supply of teachers, classical learning, anddomestic education have both declined. The chief cause of this mis-fortune, is, that the art of teachilig, respectable as it is, hasbecome in most instances a temporary pursuit, regarded as but themere avenue to some other; a by-path, into which the American scholarturns immediately after he has quitted the course of his universityor college, until he is prepared to travel the beaten high road toliterary distinction and wealthy in some one of the learned pro-fessions.
It would be indeed extraordinary, if very young men, howeverwell educated themselves, should prove at once as capable instructorsof youth as their seniors, whose passions age had moderated; whoseknowledge continued application had enlarged; and to whom experiencehad taught skill in the art which they both professed and practised.The absence of competent instructors for the multiplied schoolsof a system of education as expanded as the American territory, mustbe long very sensibly felt to the North, as well as to the South; andto the West also, whose literary institutions will shortly begin toripen into maturity, under the invigorating aid afforded them by thegeneral government.
The whole country is, Jierefore, deeply interested in the:adaptation of the northern system of classical as well as populareducation to the formation and improvement of this valuable classof men. Their number will undoubtedly
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increase with the demand for their services; but the quality of those

services is not likely, while that demand is so great compared with

the means of supplying it, to improve with their multiplication. It

well merits serious regard, therefore, how that quality may be im-

proved, if practicable, by defraying a part at least of the necessary

expense of its production.
If learning be cherished in our universities and colleges, by

fellowship and scholarships, and those institutions for the higher
bl'anches of knowledge continue to derive from their own bosom their

ablest professors, let dithilar appendiges be attached as supernumerary
tutors to our several colleges; or us'sers, assistants, or monitors,

to our numerous academies or secondary schools; in order, more ef-

fectually, to supply the want of competent teachers in the schools of

primary or elementary instruction.
As, in the system submitted to the legislature of Virginia, more

than tenyyears ago, let the materials for forming them be choden in
imitation of the policy of one of the provisions of the national
system of France, from the most distinguished pupils of the primary
schools; under an obligation, however, on their part, sanctioned by

the approbation of their parents or guardians, and recognised and
confirmed by law, that the gratuitous instruction of the selected
candidates for the office of teacher, shall be repaid to society when

their course of preparatory education is completed, by their under-
taking for a fixed, but liberal compensation, to instruct their suc-
cessors. And if those means still prove insufficient, let schools
be expressly formed like those which Felbiger established in Silesia,

for the education of teachers.--If, indeed, the monitorial instruc-
tion of our Lancaster schools do not furnish the best imaginable
mode of creating valuable instructors.

By such provisions, as a temporary adjunct to a general system
of graduated instruction, superior aptitude, skill, and
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knowledge, might be made to pervade all the departments of that pro-
fession, which should be regarded as the most honourable of all the
liberal pursuits of man, as it is by far the most important to his

present and future happiness. Instead of being often left to yoath
and inexperience, it would become the object of the aWbition of
manhood, and the ornament of age.

That ancient and respectable state, which had the honour of

leading the way in the introduction of the American syste'l of popular
instruction; who not only forbid the employment of foreign instructors
in all her schools, but much earlier inhibited her own citizens from
teaching without allicense, may it not be hoped, will extend her

patriotic efforts to multiply and improve these indigenous teachers,
on whom she exCusively relies to supply the obtious imperfections
of her elementary schools, and leave those states who have been so

tardy in following her footsteps, without any further apology for

their protracted delay.
That the system of common schools, in New-England, is susceptible

of other specific improvements, a further examination of their actual

condition, in reference to their avowed purpose, might perhaps demon-

strate; though every candid inquirer must readily acknowledge how

much easier is the task of pointing out the defects of existing in-

stitutions, than of suggesting for them adequate remedies. TMese, to

answer their intended purpose, when applied to social and political
establishments, must be in accordance with the prevailing manners and

habits of thinking and acting among those whom they are designed to
benefit; of which the experienced statesmen of that happy portion of

our prosperous country, are doubtless the best judges. They, as well

as my enlightened and indulgent audience, will find in the motive
which has prompted my review of their past labours, an apology for
the presumption which it might otherwise seem to indicate.
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I ardently wish that we could offer, from the south, an ade-
quate return for the benefit which our whole country may be expected
to derive, from the improvement which the more matured institutions
of the north must, ere long, reflect on this branch of experimental
moral philosophy. With a soil rendering to labour a more liberal
return, a sun that more speedily ripen3, and a shorter winter to
consume its fruits, this portion of our Union will not always pleeld
the palm of honour, in the liberal field of competition which we are
invited to enter, by so many powerful appeals to interest, duty, and
humanity.

The greatest improvement of which popular education is suscepti-
ble, would consist in an extension, to the greatest practical limits,
of the knowledge, and industry, and virtue which the elementary
schools can disseminate.

A preparatory step to this, will be thef'ltroduction of better
teachers and improved methods of instruction; but its establishment
supposes something more: an enlargement of the purposes of this
species of education.

The vast importance which I cannot but attach to an enlargement
of the system of popular instruction in America, will, I trust, plead
mY apology for trespassing yet longer on your indulgence, by a fur-
ther developement of that scheme of National education, which,
throughout thi.i discourse, I have had steadily in view, and of which
it has been my immediate purpose to supply the foundation.

Education, like all other arts, has its principle founded in its
own nature, which prescribe its fdrm, and regulate its practice, It
terminatesif at all, only with the life of its pupil; and wherever
it may end, it begins its useful labour before the steps of infancy
can reach thwschool-house path. Its first lessons are received on
that bosom which lulls the infant's cares to rest; in the c-.-adle
that rocks the infant's slumbers. He first learns to lisp a mother's
tongue, and
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catches from her delighted eyes the first ray of human love. This
then is the first and universal school of man, civilized or savage;
and most important is it to his future happiness, that his first
teacher should be herself instructed. For here the temper receives
its first impression, and the character takes that early hue, so
apt to colour all the rest of life.

If feeling were our purpose, how could we loiter here, or travel
back beyond the bounds of memory itself, to bless the hand that
smoothed our infant brow--the voice that hushed our infant cries!
But my task urges me to proceed. Among the poor, labour early ar-
rests this parental education, and limits it not only to a short
duration, but to very narrow bounds. The instruction in letters,
which follows, if at all, whatever be its form, is that which is usu-
ally, if not exclusively, denominated education. Its end is both
personal, and social. It has reference to time present, and to come;
and is, therefore, both civil and religious, for the being who is
its object, has an existence not temporal merely, but eternal.

Therpersonal end of education can be completely attained, only
by the utmost practicable improvement of every faculty, bodily and
mental, of its subject. Its social purpose presupposes an attention
to the former, but superadds the labour of fitting its pupil for all
the duties of society in this life. Its religious end is to prepare
him for the life to come; bait, as from the anticipation of such a
life the duties of this derive their most powerful sanction, and this
world its chief value, every judicious scheme of instruction, and,
consequently popular education itself, embraces all these objects.

Being an experimental science, to what extent the improvement
of any branch of it can be carried, it must be left to experience to
determine. The forms under which it has appeared, whether of schools,
academies, colleges or
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universities, are ascribable to its objects. They should be severalb.regarded as the means of acquiring knowledge, rather than as confer-ring it; as instituted to teach their pupils how best to exercisetheir various faculties; as the beginning, not the end of their im-provement, since that terminates but with life itself.
The elementary schools should supply those means of intellectualand moral culture, or which no member of society should be destitute;and they should be so multiplied and distriuted, as to be within thereach of every citizen. Their instruction should begin where that ofthe universal school of the parent ends.
The instr.uction of the academies should commence precisely wherethat of the primary schools has ceased. The grade and object of theiltaition, as well as their total number, must depend on the state ofsociety; and shoild be calculated to urge its further progress inimprovement.
The colleges, succeeding the academies, should accommodate theircourse of study to the advances already made by the pupils of theacademy; and fit their scholars for entering on the study of thelearned professions, and of the arts and sciences in all their higherbranches.
An university at the head of each system of education, shouldadapt its instruction to the natural and easy extension of the col-legiate course, prepares its yoilth for the practice of the liberalprofessions which they have respectively chosen; and be capable ofteaching, moreover, all that man can learn in the existing state ofhuman knowledge, whatever be his intended occupation; and whetherhe design to enter on the theatre of active life, or to devote theresidue of his days to the culture and pursuit of science. To adjustthe several parts of this system to each other, it should have itsorganization and connexion prescribed, from its commencement to itsterMination, by law. Even the various edifices which its operationrequires,
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should have their distribution, their structure, and their appendagesof every oort adapted to their intended government, discipline, andend. Over all, a competent authority should preside, vested in aboard judiciously selected, and rendered as permanent as a justresponsibility to the legislature would sanction. It should becharged With the duty of inspecting, supervising, and enforcing theexecution of the entire system of education, in conformity Withfixed rules suggested, and from time to time corrected by experience.In a government founded on free principles, the popular qualityat the foundation of the whole system, should pervade alike ite en-tire superstructure; for the genius which its elementary instructionmay chance to develope, should be allowed to partake of the incentiveof literary and moral excellence, which its course of progressive im-provement opens to the human mind. In its origin, such a systemmight seem too extended for immediate use, in a state of sparsepopulation, or of limited dimensions. Its elementary schools wouldbe at first, such, in fact, as we now see in our country villages:its academies, but grammar schools; its colleges, but academies; andits university, but a college to fit its youth for those schools oflaw, medicine, or divinity, separately scattered over the surface ofthe state. But, in time, each department of membere of this systemwould rise tO its just elevation in the graduated scale, of which itconstituted an essential part. The elementary schools, the basisof the whole, will then begin to encroach on the province of theacademy; the academy, on that of the college; and the college, onthat of the university. In the interim, our present inquiry natural-ly leads toam investigation of the means of accelerating the firststep in this march of intellectual improvement, by far the most
interesting, the extension of the instruction of the primary schools.
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Intellectual and moral worth constitute in America our only
nobility; and this hightdistinction is,;,placed by the laws, and should
be brought in fact, within the reach of every citizen.

Where distinct ranks exist in society, it may be plausibly ob-
jected to the intellectual improvement of the lower classes of the
community, that it will invert the public sentiment, or impose on the
privileged orders the necessity of proportional exertion to protect
themselves from the scorn of theiriliferiors. But the equality on
which our institutions are founded, cannot be too intimately inter-
woven in the habits ofthinking among our youth; and it is obvious
that it would be greatly promoted by their continuance together, for
the longest possible period, in the same schools of juvenile instruc-
tion; to sit upon the same forms; engage in the same competitiuns;
partake of the same recreations and amusements, and pursue the same
studies, in cunnexion with each other; under the same discipline, and
in obedience to the same authority.

To render this practicable for a considerab'l period, an ad-
ditional expense, it is true, must bf, incurred providing suitableinstructors for the primary schools. But their studies on the otherhand, would approximate nearer to those of the college, if they did
not supersede altogether the intermediate instruction of the academy.

One advantage of the primary schools, ftivouring not only their
economy, but the moralimprovement which they dispense, is, that their
pupils reside under the paternal roof, and experience, in the appro-priate and peculiar nursery of the best affections of the heart, thebenefit of a parent's watchful vigilance. If the extension of the
objects of their studies served only to abridge the academic or col-
legiate course, in saving the expense of his subsistence and accom-
modation abroad, and improving the moral pOiriciples of his child,
each parent would be amply repaid the addi-
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tional cost of the prolonged elementary instruction; and the poorest
members of society would be let in to a share of this advantage,
without sensibly increasing its burthen upon the rich.

Orthography and drawing, geography and history, composition, theelements of mathematics, mechanics, chemistry, and botany, sofar asthey appertain to agriculture and the arts, along with the higher
branches of arithmetic and algebra, added to the present instruction
of the primary schools, would accomplish this desirable purpose.With this experiment, might be embraced another, ecolated, if suc-
cessful, (and of its success there can scarcely remain a doubt.) to
save to the entire community a subsequent waste of time and expense.In lieu of those childish games and amusements, which answer at
present no other useful ourpose than that of healthful exercise,
military instruction might be early introduced, and continued duringthe period of youth, so as to supersede its necessity at a more ad-
vanced age, and to save all the mischief arising from an attendance
on those musters, which, except in large towns and cities, serve noother ostensible purpose than to waste the time, and impair the moralsof the people.--That, from these two sources, a sum might be saved,
sufficient to defray the cost of the proposed extension of the ele-
mentary instruction of youth in America, can scarcely be questioned,
if reference be had to the number of days every where expended on
militia duty; the amount of fine annually levied on delinquents, andthe period consumed in the academy, from home, before the pupils arefitted for a collegiate course, which is usually deferred to the So-
phomore, or to the Junior year.* If these suggestions seem to in-
cline to abstract speculation, let it be repeated, that

*See Appendix, Note XXII.



education, after all, is a branch of experimental philosophy with its
this difference from political govrrnment--another branch of the same
science--that speculation in the one does not hazard, as it has often
done in the other, the peace of society. The maxims at the founda-
tion of our political institutions, once speculative, have now become
practical; let the education which we have ever said that we deemed
essential to their perpetuity, be submitted to thessame test.

None of the ideas which I have presumed to suggest, in relation
to this highly important subject, lay any claim to originality. They
are, in truth, neither speculative, nor novel, as I have laboured to
demonstrate, by carefully pointing to the success, foreign and
domestic, from which they are drawn.

In regarding the public funds, from which the expense of a sys-
tem of popular education in America should be derived, I have through-
out looked to the revenue of the several states rather than to that
of the Union. It is from no doubt of the power of the general gov-
ernment to supply to the states, either in land, as has been already
done, or in money, as it is now proposed to do, the pecuniary aid
required to give effect to such a system. It has been contended,
indeed, that the federal government has no legitimate authority to
aid the progress of knowledge and science, in America, by establish-
ing a national University, or any of its natural and appropriate
appendages, even in that territWv, over which the constitution ex-
pressly gives to it extlusive legislation. But while I cannot concur
in a doctrine so repulsive to the letter, as well as to the spirit of
that instrument, I witness its support by others, with less regret,
because I believe that the most essential end of education, in Ameri-
ca, can be as effectually accomplished by state, as by federal
legislation. The light, which more
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than twenty systems, operating at the same time, will shed upon this
subject, regarding it as one yet open to experiment, will be attended
with advantages that should not be disregarded, and which may be
turned to profitable use. While in its continued support, taxation
to a certain extent, by keeping alive the public vigilance, would
be a great if not indispensable advantage.

But, I should be unmindful of one of the most honourable mani-
festations of the wisdom of our federal legislation, if I here omitted
to notice the success which has attended one branch of American in-
struction, purely popular, if regard be had to the spring from which
it emanates, the revenue of the whole people; or its pupils, since
they are selected, with a view to their own merit, and distributed
among the several states, in exact proportion to their relative
numbers; I mean that military school, to which the army new looks for
a constant and regular supply of military science, and which has been
rendered, of late, subservient to another branch of our national de-
fence; in exploring channels of future intercourse among the states,
by which theswealth, resources, and strength of the entire union may
be, hereafter, promptly combined, for the protection and safety of
its several parts: a national school distinguished alike for the
morality, order, discipline, and improvement of its pupils; and
which owes its immediate existence to the author of the declaration
of that Independence which it is, itself, calculated to aid in
perpetuating.

But while a foundation has been thus wisely laid, for the
patriotism as well as the efficiency of our army, are we not called
on to express our deep regret at the unfortunate delay, which has
so long retarded the extension of the public care to another corps,
entitled, by its past exploits and the prospect of its future use-
fulness, to at least equal connte-
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nance and regard from the National Legislature? I mean the midship-
men, that nursery of our gallant navy.

Ye mothers of America, mingle your complaints with ours, that
ye yield the persons of your children to the defence of the nation at
an age when their hearts are scarcely weaned from the nurture of your
unfailing tenderness, and that nation, after accepting a surrender of
your sacred trust, exercises over its objects less than a stepdame's
care!

If protected, by the providence of God, from wreck and tempest,
while on the boisterous deep, what shall save them on shore, from
dangers more fell thae either, in the ports which they visit abroad,
or in which they remai,;, on each return to their native country?

Setting aside all reference to moral culture, can it be expected
that our navy will retain its high character, if we totally neglect
thekeducation of those who are destined hereafter to lead it into
battle--and who eveniin peach will be required to conduct its squad-
rons, under discretionary orders, on distant service, upon remote
seas, beyond the advice and control of the wisdom which might restrain
their rashness, or supply their defective knowledge in matters of the
highest importance to the public welfare? If the American navy has'
hitherto earned nought but honour, and our neglect be its only re-
proach, let its merit no longer constitute our silent apology, but
more loudly plead for our active regard.

In the special schools of France, the same education was given
to all the youth destined for the military defence of the country,
until they arrived at an age, to require distinct courses of instruc-
tion, and to choose their several destinations, to the public service,
by land or sea_ The., then entered upon separate oaths of study; but
even then, the future profession of each pupil was left to th bias
of his natural genius.*

*See Appendix, Note XXIII.

81

In this respect, for the inclination of each pupil, the public
interest, which he was Oducated to subserve, was most effectually
promoted. He entered with zeal, into the civil, military, or naval
service of a country, at whose expense he had been taught--to aid,
by the science which he had acquired in schools of practice as well
as theory, the structure of public roads, bridges, edifices, and
canals, or the working of the public mines, if he preferred the occu-
pation of peace to that of war: or, if the latter was his choice,
he found the indulgence of his wishes in some one of the naval or
military branches of the public defence.

If any of these objects be without the pale of the lawful
authority of the government of the United States, and cannot, there-
fore, be provided for at the academy of West Point, a sufficient
number of them are included within it, to warrant the extension of
that institution. It would thus be rendered capable of supplying
many of those moral and political advantages, which prompted the
earnest recommendation to Congress of a national University, by that
illustrious man, who, while he lived, was in peace, as in war, first
in the love, as he now continues, and will ever remain, first in the
memory of the American people.

Animated by the desire to render of some utility the task with
which I have been honored by your appointment, I have bestowed upon
the topic that I selected for this discourse, all the attention which
a life divided among many cares, would enable me to withdraw from
other very urgent duties. I am sensible of the many imperfections of
that, which instead of being an oration, is a treatise; that it has
been diffusive, where it ought to have been condensed; and that its
range is already too extentive, for the reasonable compass of a
pehlieladdrdss. And yet I feel that I have not done.

When I turn to that venerable edifice, this sentiment is ir-
resistibly confirmed--for I behold there some of the me-
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morials of the far happiest years of a more than half spent life,
and I see near me, in this assembly, many more. Along with them I
behold the chlef magistrate, and may I not hope, some of the members
of the Legislature of a commonwealth, the protection of whose laws
I long enjoyed.

Legislators of New-Jersey, in the name of the Alumni of Nassau
Hall, I appeal to you, in behalf of their Alma Mater, and invite Your
patriotic exertion to preserve to her the high rank which she has
hitherto maintained among the colleges of America. I appeal to you
in the name of the living, and of the dead, whose sentiments, if
living, woad be mine.

I address you in behalf of the wishes of that crowd of patriot
soldiers, orators, and statesmen, of learned and eloquent divines,
and of enlightened private citizens, who, in times past, have been
annually dispersed from those ancient and venerated retreats of learn-
ing throughout America.

Among them, have been the heads and ornaments of the Churches
and Universities of other states, as well as your own; the guides of
their public councils; the commanders of the armies of our common
country; some of the most distinguished members of its federal legis-
lature and judiciary; and the chief magistrate, whose learning, pa-
triotism, and ability, so largely contributed to the formation and
ratification of that constitution which has become the firmest bond
of our happy union.

Every other state has begun to adapt its literary institutions,
to the bvanced improvement of its own condition, and of the arts
and viciences of the world. Those states, therefore, from whose
bosoff- p4P11s of the college of New-Oarc-Py were formerly drawn,
are now preparing for thetr instruction at home.

Yet, this need not discourage you, Economy, and discipline, the
constanft companions of application and improvement, will still
attract to you pupils from neighbouring and
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distant states, and even from foreign countries, if, in all other
respects, you afford to them equal advantages for instruction.

Education is, however, now calling to its aid, facilities for
acquiring knowledge, and attractions to its cultivation, which our
fathers knew not on this side of the Atlantic.

It is confirming its necessary and wholesome discipline, by the
charms of imagination, and all the advantages which commerce and the
liberal arts supply for the pursuit of science.

Gardens filled with the productions of every soil and climate;
museums of natural history stored *ith the treasures of the fossil,
mineral, and animal kingdoms, are added to the extended apparatus of
chemistry, and natural philosophy; and to those splendid libraries,
in which are deposited the learning of all nations, past and present.

Painting, and sculpture, and architecture, are supplying pic-
tures and models to form the taste, and elevate the genius of the
future age; and groves and walks for exercise and recreation, adorned
with the memorials of departed worth, like those which crowned of
old the banks of the Dissus, are winning the youthful Student=to the
muses, from the noisy street, and the foul haunts of diss4pation.

Nassau Hall has been long a college. We ask you to extend its
classic ground, to multiply its professorships, and make it an uni-
versity;--to place it at the head of that system of popular education,
of which your school fund is designed to supply the basis. Why wait
any longer for the growth of that fund,* in order to lay this broad
foundation for the intelligence and virtue of your people? Other
states have not done so: By proceeding at once to your object, you
will release the citizens of Your commonwealth from a heavy burthen,
by cheapening their instruction:

*See Appendix, Note,XXIV.
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You will arrest their emigration to other states, by attaching them
to their own; and hasten, by a denser population, the progress of
domestic arts.

Profit by the example of Connecticut. New-jersey very nearly
equals this flourishing state in population; closely resembles her
in commercial situation; and surpasses her greatly in territorial
extent, and in agricultural and mineral resources.

Yale sends forth annually a hundred graduates in a single class;
more than half of which are natives of Connecticut: and so Will
New-Jersey, when her system of elementary education shall rival that
which sustains the college of New-Haven, as it may well do with the
aid of public spirit.

Am I presumptuous in the use of this freedom? Was I not once
of Jersey? enrolled among the labourers upon her public highway,
and that militia, on which sh.:! elies for her defence: the descen-
dants of those gallant men, who, in the,dark hour of national
adversity, With notlight to cheer them but that reflected from the
fact of Washington, and a trust in God, rallied around the wavering
standard of thecrevolution; and bearing it aloft amidst wintry snows
across the(rapid ,laware, the plains of Trenton, and thsee classic
fields, tracking trieltrr,perilous path with the mingled blood of them-
selves and their astonished foes, planted it triumphantly amidst the
rocky summits of thmse ..Astaint hills?

Would that every wan trz. Jersey were here -present, and I had a
voice to reach the rEempt&est a.r of the assemblied multitude! I would
tell those freemen e lainguage of one, that their-father's
struggle is unfinishedi%--that it is yet left to them to perpetuate
the blessings purchaseie by tAe valour of their sires; and to secure
to their native state tMe rilk in the civil history of the union,
which they earned.
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for her during the age of ttrw revolution, in the annals of its
military renown.

The old men of such an assembly, might have truly exclaimed
with the Latin poet, in their youth:--

"Multa ferunt anni venientes commoda secum;"
may its youth never have cause to finish in their age this classic
period, by exclaiming with equal truth:

"Multa recedentes adimunt."
My young ftiends, whose affectionate voice has called me hither,

yours is no minor part in the interesting purpose which we all have
at heart. How many recollections rush on mine, as I think of your
present occupation; add remember, not only, that it once was mind,
but, with whom I shared all its delights, and all its cares! Alas!
many of them are now numbered with the dead. So, sleep Forsyth,* and
Watson,** who lived not to fulfil all the bright promise of thd4r
youth. Of those who survive them, how many, like your speaker, have
cause to regret the wasted advantages of those early days! Days of
friendly converse, and of social study, spent amidst the peaceful
calm, shed over these beloved retreats of science, philosophy, and
piety. Departed days! You are gone, never more to return!

Their enjoyment, my young friends, is attpresent yours. It is

yours to improve them, as they pass away, to the best advantage; and

among the means of effecting this, are the societies into which
you are divided. They are thetfruitful seminaries of every useful,'
manly, and noble quality, comprehending the precious germs of friend-
ship, literature, and morals.

Can a spectacle be presented, more gratifying than that which
they exhibit, of a body of young men assembled

-----*See Appenddfx, Note XXV. **See Appendix, Note XXVI.
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from every part of our numerous republics, governing themselves uponthe model which their political union supplies, at an age when pas-sion pleads for indulgence, and pleasure loosens restraint. As legis-lators, judges, and magistrates, regulating their own deportment, andthe conduct of each other, by the strictest rules of order and jus-tice, wisely framed, and impartially, faithfully, and zealously en-forced. And all this accomplished, moreover, under a seal of im-penetrable secrecy, stamping its self-denying control and impressionupon all the habits of youth; restraining its indiscretion, itsprecipitancy, and even its ardent ambition?
Never, I assure you, have I felt, in the councils or prosperityof my native state, or of the union, a livelier or deeper interest,than I once experienced in theiproceedings and the welfare of one ofthose societies, of which you are now the active members; and, trustme, the former, call for no greater sacrifices, elicit no noblerqualities of action, and confer no higher happiness than it is inyour power now to render, to -herish, and to enjoy. With your.pa-triotic love, and generous emulation, mingle mutual regard for oneanother.
The friendships of the 1 orld! what are they often, but a name,for the temporary leagues of e_ver fluctuating interestsl i"Tis here,my young ft+ends, that you may form the tenderest associations; cal-culated to endure not for the-present life only, but may we nothope for eternity.
But parting day admonishes me to terminate this discourse, asI do, with emotions I have scarcely the voice to utter; and, amongthem, with a fervent wish, in terminating an intercourse which mustend almost as soon it has begun, that the delight which I once ex-perienced here, and all other blessings of this, and of the life tocome,, may be yours.

APPENDIX
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APPENDIX.

NOTE I.
MAY I be allowed, for the sake of illustration, to advert to

the slow progress of the abolition of the African Slave Trade, both
in Europe and Amerfta--that frightful traffic, which very recent in-
telligence from abroad assures us, has been within late years aug-
mented bothein extent and atrocity. A trade which America made
piracy by statute; but has twice refused to mate piracy by treaty;--
thus denying to humanity, the only means of effecting its utter and
speedy extermination; supplying to other nations an apology for its
continued prosecuticin, and to itself a shelter from detection, arrest,
and punishment, beneath the prostituted cover of that sacred banner
which Decatur, and Perry, and McDonough, have made so illustrious.
If the American people understood all the bearings of this awful sub-
ject, it is impossible that any considerable portion of them would
confound it with the arrogant, odious, and inadmissible belligerent
claim of Great Britain to impress her seamen from our ships upon the
ocean, by the mere authority of her naval officers; the very preten-
sion to which right, however, she greunds (In a state of actual war
alone, and explicitly renounces in time of peace, by the concurrent
voices of her monarch. her judges, and her parliament. The evidence
of the first will be found in the very negotiation which led to the
treaty, recentiv rejected b Y the Senate of the United States; of the
second in the sentence of Sir William Scott, pronounced in the case
of the French slave ship Le Louis; and of the last in the republica-
tion by the House of Commons, of a report of a committee of the House
of Representatives, accompanied by high encomiums.

The motion to make the slave trade piracy by act of Congress, was
grounded on the avowed hope of rendering it piracy, by universal
consent; and a contemporaneous resolution adopted by the House,
expressly sanctioned this hope. It could be accomplished by a single
treatY; but beginning with the first state that would accede to the'
principle, was expected to receive in succession the support of
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all. It supposed nothing more to be necessary, than a simple defini-
tion of the traffic which should:be treated as piracy, and an interna-
t4onal greement so to regard it, by the parties to the treaty quoad
C:Ivliselves, and all other states whi "night afterwards concur in the
same principles.

It is but fair to add, that it 45 beeen objected to making this
trade piratical by treaty, as the Hc'se of Representatives contempla-
ted; that by incorporating such a pr,4ncip1e in the law of nations, we
should expose our ships te vexatiou zearcfn, by the ships of ot;-..-
states, and render the trader 1se7;r liable to the consequences of
piracy, and subject him. though a native cf the United States, to
trial, condemnation and punishmemt, t A a foreign tribunal. but, on
the other hand, do we not now leave tle mrdinary sea-robber, who in
the days of Homer, as at present, st-01e men as well as their property,
without regard to their complexiom, 1-7..o be tried, and if guilty, pun-
ished by every tribunal, and every gsnernment on earth, heathen or
Christian? His vessel is held liable to saarch, though he be but a
robber; while the wretch, who, througE) like cupidity, to the shame of
one continent,lays waste another, tc 'cerry reproach and mortification
to a third--who wages unauthorized wrivate war on millions, and
either murders his captives in cold blood, by imprisoning them in the
pestilential atmosphere of floating dunTeons, or consigns them, if
they chance to survive their voyage, tim interminable slavery in a
foreign clime--who literally causes .to wither in hopeless anguish,
more than he kills--we will not expose to similar detection and pun-
ishment.

AS to the apprehended abuse of t,fs power--the probability of a
resort to improper means of detecting and punishing one sort of pi-
ratesit is not greater than that which attends the search for every
other; that very power, in the exercise of which, at much national
cost, we recently despatched whole sqmadrons to the unwholesome cli-
mate of the West India seas. This, Tike other piracies, (for so it
truly is,) would promptly cease, if certain punishment followed its
perpetration; and unlike all other piracies, when once effectually
suppressed, it could never be again revived. The abuse therefore to
which it is apprehended that it might give rise, would be as transient
as the period required for its utter extermination.

What citizen of the United States, in the remotest corner of
America, has not cause to exult, and to feel the security of his own
rights augmented by the recent effusion of education throughout New
York, a state which also furnishes nearly one sixth part of the dele-
gation of the popular branch of the national legislature, and whose
admirable institutions, of every kind, by binding to her her own
population
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and attracting emigrants from her eastern sisters, must continue to
augment her relative, as well as her positive power and influence.

May she remember how she construed the powers of the Federal
Government, when she sought through them the means of increasing her
prosperity, and not refuse to her less fortunate sister states a con-
stitutional participation in that common fund for internal improve-
ment which she once soughtto apply to her own benefit, through the<
agency of her legislature and of some of her most distinguished
citizens.

NOTE II.
It was once a popular doctrine in the United States, that Eu-

rope, and especially Great Britgid, were dependent on America, be-
cause in the commercial exchanges between them, the former supplied
the luxuries, and the latter the necessaries of life, This doctrine
had mingled in the legislation of Congress, from a period preceding
the ratification of the first commercial treaty with England, down
to the late tariff, when it underwent an entire revolution; and it is
now contended that national independence consists not in the relative
equality of foreign imports, and exports; of the benefits which a
nation confers, compared with those which it receives; but in not
trading at all. The Chinese, who tried this sygtem very long with
all the world, and still persevere in it towardg their northern
neighbours, have not found their happiness or their independence even
promoted by it For it did not prevent a horde of barbarians from
overrunning their territory, and subverting the existing dynasty, by
planting a Tartar family on the Imperial throne.

NOTE III.
The greater part of the facts cited in the body of the discourse,

relative to the condition of the population of England and Wales, is
derived from a recent statistical illustration, by a society of gentle-
men, of the territorial extent and population, commerce, taxation,
consumption, insolvency, pauperism, and crime of the British Empire,
published in London in 1825, and which with apparent truth, assumes
as its motto, "Every line a moral--every page a history."

The reader is referred to it for farther evidence of the truth
of the conclusions in the text, from vome of its prominent facts,
which more recent as well as prior intelligence from the same country
lamentably confirms.
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NOTE IV.
The letter here referred to was written by a country gentleman,

in answer to an application addressed to him, from liberal public

motives, to inducerhim to become a candidate for a seat in the House

of Commons. The price of a British vote would seem from certain

faCts referred to by him, and stated in the blógraphy, lately pub-

lished of a celebrated parliamentary orator, to be as fixed in the

political market, as theLsum charged to the hospitals2of London, for

subjects of dissection by the:resurrection,men,
who nightly prowl

among the graveyards of that commercial capital. Such constitutents

cannot comp7ain that their representatives have a price as well as

themselves; or that "having been bought, they were afterwards sold."

NOTE V.

The state of Virginia, the first in the Union to adopt the

scheme of colonizing any part of her coloured race, has also been

the first to afford direct aid from her treasury, to the American

Society for colonizing the free people of colour of the United States.

Thts society, which has a right to claim the liberal support of

all classes of the American community--of the Christian and philan-

thropist, since it proposes to plant, and has succeeded in planting,

Christianity and civilization on a coast hitherto darkened by super-

stition, and desolated by the slave trade--of the abolitionist, since

it removes, by colonizing the freedman, one of the strongest moral

and political objections to his emanicpation--and of the southern

proprietor, since it furnishes an additional security to his future

tranquillity and happinesshas, by the most unaccountable prejudice,

been misrepresented, condemned and persecuted by those whose solid

interests, and tiite, temperate, and benevolent views, it was insti-

tuted expressly to promote.
The resolution of the General Assembly, recommending its avowed

and only objects, preceded the existence of the society, and origina-

ted at a date much earlier than its contemplated formation. From

this resolution it is not only believed, but known, that the society

itself sprung into existence; though its immediate formation has been

ascribed, and perhaps with truth, to a gentleman of a different state.

These remarks are added to manifest, that in its origin, its purpose

was as innocent, as in its progress its operation, so far, has been

beneficent; and that it is animated by notother motives, than those

which its written constitution proclaims to the world.

"10 Q
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NOTE VI.
Pauperism in Scotland was, but half a century ago, as rare as

legal crime, notwithstanding the inequality of wealth then existing,
and of which the last income tax of Great Britain furnished, even in
this portion of the united kingdoms, such striking elidence; clearly
demonstrating the practicability of sustaining national 1ntell4gence
and morality, (alongside of very great disparity in the external
condition of a people,) by the diffusion of knowledge through the
means of elementary instruction. Of the proptietors of the entire
territory of North Britain, comprehending about nineteen millions of
acres, fewer than eight thousand out of two millions of people, it is
believed, paid any share whatever Of this tax.

If, in this country, national education has not latterly kept
pace with national industry, the consequent calamity is ascribable to
the neglect or indifference of that government which has supplanted
the former legislature of Scotland. The same neglect has been mani-
fested of Ireland.

NOTE VII.
Each contributor to the public revenue of Great Britain, has

profited by the protection of the government, to the extent of his
enjoyment of life, liberty, and property; but he has paid for that
protection according to a very different ratio from the comparative
sum of those enjoyments, as the late heavy taxes ofi the chief neces-
saries of life would now be considered in England sufficient evidence.
The cost of the diffusion of education, and the reduction of the
national debt should be defrayed by all her people, in proportion to
their ability to bear it. To effect, by spunging, the latter objects,
would be the height of injustice. The holders of the debt should con-
tribute no more than their fair proportion to its discha,"ge, with all
other possessors of income, but with this modification extended alike
to all, that the contributions to the public revenue should be de-
rived from that part of ihis private revenue, or income, which each
contributor can afford to spare, A graduated income tax, increasing
in an ascending ratio, with the magnitude of the income taxed for the
payment of the debt, would be founded in justice, limit the growth of
the present calamity without sensibly impairing the spring of commer-
cial activity, and, coupled with an extended system of popular educa-
tion, exclude the possibility of a return, in a form so alarming as
thepresent public distress cf both England and Ireland. The very ex-
istence of the debt itself favors the growth of the extreme inequality
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of wealth, because the possession of any portion of that debt neither
presupposes nor requires industry, knowledge, or merit in its posses-
sor. It can be acquired by simple bequest or gratuitous transfer, or
by the gambling system of stock-jobbing, and preserved without la-
bour or intelligence. One man might own the whole, and command the
power which the possession of so much concentrated wealth or labour
would confer, without any other exertion of care or thought, except
that of not destroying the evidences of his title to its continual
possession. Its gradual discharge, therefore, would rid the nation
of one of the most fruitful sources of its present inequality nf
condition; the existence of an immense property, which in its own
nature does not pro#ide, as most other estates do, a limit to its
possible accumulation--to say nothing of its liability to great abuse
in the hands of its possessors, and the powerful incentive which it
offers to those who pay its interest without having its benefit, to
rid themselves of its pressure by subverting its foundation.

The writer does not design to recommend an income tax, in prefe-
rence to a tax on consumption, to other states, or to his own. Such
a tax in America, where there is no rent roll to measure its imposi-
tion, would be inapplicable to the agriculturalists. Amidst the vari-,
ety of bank and other public stocks, it would be liable to great ob-
jections, from its inequality, where apparehtly most easy of execu-
tion; and among the holders of stocks, as in all the branches of
trade, it would prove in its practical operation thethot-bed of in-
numerable frauds. It is here proposed, as the prompt remedy of a
dreadful disease, and for the illustration of other principles. Nor
does the writer design his remarks, on the nature and tendency of a
public debt, to apply to that of the United States, which bears too
sm411 a proportion to their fixed and moveable capital, to merit the
objections here made to the debt of Great Britain.

NOTE VIII.
In the Appendix to the Biography of Burns, written not long after

his death, by the amiable friend of his bereaved family, the late
Dr. Currie of Liverpool, along wi'th many excellent arguments in fa-
vour of popular education, from the pen of the brother of the de-
ceased poet, may be found the following particulars of the origin of
the Scottish system of national education; which the author remarks,
"has escaped the notice of all the historians."

The parish schools of Scotland originated in a recommendation of
the king (James VI.) and privy council of the lOth of December 1616,
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which was ratified in 1633, by a statute of Charles 1.; which em-powered the Bishop, with the consent of the landed proprietors of aparish, or a majo0ity of the inhabitants, if the landed proprietorsrefused to attend a meeting for that purpose, to assess every ploughof land, or farm, in proportion to the number of ploughs employed inits culture, with a certain sum for establishing a school.Depending on the consent of the heritors and inhabitants, thisprovision proved ineffectual, and was superseded in 1646,* by anotherstatute, which obliged the proprietors, and the minister of eachparish to meet and assess the several proprietors with the sumrequisite for building a school-house, and to elect a school-masterand provide his salary. The assessment was required to be laid onthe land in the same proportion as it was rated for the support ofthe clergy and the payment of the land tax.
But in case the proprietors of any parish failed to dischargethis duty, then the persons, constituting what was called the commit-tee of supply of the country, a body consisting of the ptincipallandholders, or any five of them,were authorized to impose tha as-sessment, on the representation of the presbytery in which the parishis situated.
To secure the employment of adequate teachers, the right of theproprietors to elect, by their votes, was, by a statute of 1693, sub-jected to the control of the presbytery of the district, who wereempowered to judge of the qualifications of the teacher and of hisdeportment after his election.
The number of parishes in Scotland is 877, and allowing in eachfor the salary of a teacher 47 sterling, and, for other expensestwice that sum; the total cost of education for a population of onemillion and a half, did not, five and twenty years ago, exceed0£18,417 sterling, or near 86,000 dollars: the legal provision, ex-clusive of the contribution of scholars, amounted to one third ofthis sum. By an act of the British parliament, the 4th of George 1.chap. 6. £2000 sterling of the proceeds of the sales of the Scottishestates forfeited in the rebellion of 1715, was converted into apermanent fund for erecting and maintaining schools in the Highlands:and the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge, incorporated in1709, have applied a large part of their fund to the same purpose.Besides the schools established by law, the lower classes of peoplein Scotland, where the parishes are large, unite in establishingschools of theirodwn.
So convinced are the poor people of Scotland, by experience, of
*The Schools of Massachusetts were established the ensuing year.
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the benefit of instruction to their children, that though they may of-ten find it difficult to feed and clothe them, they almost alwaysprocure them some kind of instruction.
I cannot deny myself the pleasure of transcribing literally fromthe same Appendix the following statements, which are abundantlyverified by subsequent authorities:
"The influence of the school-establishment of Scotland on thepe.asantry of that country, seems to have decided by experience aquestion of legislation of the utmost importancewhether a systemof national instruction for the poor be favourable to morals and goodgovernment. In the year 1698, Fletcher of Saltoun declared as fol-lows: "There are at this day, in Scotland, two hundred thousandpeople begging from door to door. And though the number offthem beperhaps double to what It formerly was, by reason of this presentgreat distress (aafamine then prevailed), yet in all times there havebeen about one hundred thousand of those vagabonds who have livedwithout any regard or subjection either to the laws of the land, oreven those of God and Nature; fathers incestuous by-qaccompanying withtheir own daughters, thef_son with the mother, and the brother withthe sister." He goes on to say, that no magistrate ever could dis-cover that they had ever been baptized, or in what way one in a

hundred went out of the world. He accuses them as frequently guiltyof robbery, and sometimes of murder. "In years of plenty," says he,"many thousands of them meet together in the mountains, where theyfeast and riot for many days; and at country weddings, markets,burials, and other public occasions, they are to be seen both menand women, perpetually drunk, cursing, blaspheming, and fighting to-gether." This high minded statesman, of whom it is said, by a co-temporary, 'that he would lose his life readily to save his country,and would not do a base thing to serve it' thought the evil so great,that he proposed, as a remedy, the revival of domestic slavery. Abetter remedy has been found; which, in the silent lapse of a centu-ry, has proved effectual. The statute of 1696, the noble legacy ofthe Scottish parliament, to their country, began soon after this, tooperate; and happily, as the minds of the poor received instruction,the Union Opened new channels of industry, and new fields of actionto their view.
"At the present day, there is perhaps no country in Europe, inwhich, in proportion to its population, so smatl a number of crimesfall under the chastisement of the criminal law as Scotland. Wehave the best authority for asserting, that on an average of thirtyyears preceding the year 1797, the executions in that division of the
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island did not amount to six annually; and one quarter sessions for
the town of Manchester only has sent, according to Mr. Hume, more
felons to the plantations than all the judges of Scotland usually do
in the space of a year. It might appear invidious to attempt a calcu
lation of the many thousand individuals in Manchester and its vicini-
ty who can neither read nor write. A majority of those who suffer
the Runishment of death for their crimes, in every part of England,
are, it is believed, in this miserable state of ignorance."---[The
works of R. Burns App. No. 1. Note A. London, 3d ed. publ in 1802.]

The present cost of common education,iin Scotland, is about two
shillings and sixpence sterling a quarter, or two dollars and twenty-
two cents peraannum: differing very little from that of the Society
schools of Connecticut.

NOTE IX.
Some account of the Silesian schools first appeared, more than

twenty years ago, in a letter from an American traveller, published
at Philadelphia, in a number of the Port Folio. The same letter,
then first seen by the=a0inor Of this note, now appears in an Ameri-
can volume entitled "Letters from Silesia," known to be the work of
the present chief magistrate of the United States. Popular education
has, of late, been an object of attention in Denmark, and many other
portions of the continent of Europe, but our libraries do not supply
a description of the forms which have been given to it.

NOTE X.
Travels in the French Republic, containing a circumstantial view

of the present State of Learning, &c. in that country, in 1798:--by
Thomas Bygge, Professor of Mathematical Astronomy in the University
of Copenhagen, &c. and translated from the Danish by John Jones, L.
L. D. and published in London in 1801. See also Tayler's Statistics
of the French Empire published in the city of Washington.

NOTE XI.
The only laws of this state, touching education, that the writer

has been enabled to discover in her code, is one establishing her uni-
versity, and one other relative to her poor, in which authority is

7j3
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given to bindTdout their children under certain circumstances, as ap-
prentices, at home, or in Massachusetts, or Connecticut, with an
obligation on the master to teach them, if males, to read, write, and
cypher; and if females, to read and write, only.

This omission is the more extraordinary, since this state, next
to Delaware, the least in the union, has been distinguished by land
and by sea in two wars with the same enemy, and justly boasts of her
Green, and her Perry.

NOTE XII.
The first act of Massachusetts respecting her schools, passed in

May, 1647, being but a few months after the Scotch act of 1646, (see
Note VIII.) and its first section began with this preamble:

"It being the chief project of Satan, to keep men from the know-
ledge of the Scripture, as in former times, keeping them in unknown
tongues, that so, at least, the true sense and meaning of the original
might be clouded and corrupted with false glosses of deceivers; to
the end, that learning may not be buried in the graves of our fore-
fathers, in church, and commonwealth, the Lord assisting our endea-
vours. It is, therefore, ordered by this court, and avthority there-
of, that every township within this jurisdiction, after the Lord has
increased them to fifty householders, shall then forthwith appoint
one Within their towns, to teach all such children as shall resort to
him, to read and write," &c. &c.

NOTE XIII.
Vermont established her sehool fund on the 17th of 1.Jovember,

1825, and provides that it shall not be appropriated before it shall
suffice to defray the expense of keeping a free school in each dis-
trict in the respective towns, for the period of two months in every
year. The only tax embraced by the fund, consists of a six per cent .

charge on the net profits of the chartered banks of the state, and
another on peddler s licenses.

The school fund of New-Jersey is still less than two hundred
thousand dollars, and an extension to it of a like primciple of delay,
will defer her system of education to another generation.

Maryland has for several years distributed from her fund, sums to
aid her counties in the education of her people. By her act of
February last, she has wisely copied all the northern provisions fOr
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popular education, almost literally from the acts of New-York. Shehas not availed herself of a division of her counties into township:by which she has surrendered a very great advantage; and since shehas Introduced the division of school districts, she has omitted th-beautiful link of the New England system, without any apparent reascThe final sanction of this act, awaits the approbation of the peoplEof this state.

NOTE XIV.
By her act of the 18th of April, 1826, New-York has providedfpursuance of a recommendation of her superintendant of common schoolwho is also her secretary of statethat the sum annually distributeamong her common schools after the present year, shall be one hundrethousand dollars. An act of the same date, further provides, thatthe comptroller shall supply out of the general funds of the state,any deficiencies in the common school fund, to sati§fy the precedingappropriation; and, as the revenue of the fund was but seventy-seventhousand three hundred and sixty-nine dollars, this act makes an ap-propriation of twenty-two thousand six hundred and thirty-one dollar:from the ordinary revenue, to the common schooli of New-York.

NOTE XV.
Vermont is cf.stinguished by a striking peculiarity. She eut-Llor-izes her selectmem to impose a tax on their townrs for Aier schools, iicase the inhabitamts do not this themselves; anc in the event of afailure on the pa-t of the selectmen, to supply 4-zhis omission, theyare required to goka themselves the amount of the sum which they shoulhave levied. Thfs- state furnishes another pecularity as striking.The oblilgation to tEax by the townIsmeeting, or the selectmen on afailure of the forliner, may be avoided, by raising the amount requiredby subscription; aind the subscribers may provide for their own assess-ment, and the suml respectively due on their subscriptions may becollected by the collector of the town taxes. And in this state also,the sum raised by any of the modes provided by law within any town,is withheld from any district in such town which has failed to keepa school for a twelvemonth; and the sum, in such event, paid over tothose districts in the same town which have complied with the law.
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A comparative view of the teturns of common school in New-York,
since the year 1816, inclusive, accompanies the late superintendent's
report, and is as follows:

The
year
in
which
the
re-
port
was
made
to the
legis-
lature.

Number
of town
from
which
returns
were
made.

Whole
number
oC
school
districts
in the
said
towns.

Number
lof
!school
dis-
tricts
from
which
re-
tur 1
were

rc:;vel

Amount
of
public
monies
recel-
ved in
the
said
towns.

Number
of chil-
dren
taught
in the
schools
districts
making
returns.

No. of
children
between
5 and15,
residing
in those
districts.

1816
J

338 2755 2631 $55720 98 140106 176449

1817 355 3437 2873 64834 88 170386 198440

1818 713 3264 3228 73235 42 183253 218969

1819 402 4614 3844 93010 54 270316 235871

1820 515 5763 5118 117151 07 271877 302703

1821 545 6332 5489 146418 08 304559 317633

1822 611 6659 5882 157195 04 332979 339258

1823 649 7051 625 173420 60 351173 357029

1824 656 7382 6705 182720 25 377034 373208

1825 698 7642 6876 182741 61 402940 383500

1826 700 7773 7117 182790 09 425350 395586
,.

NOTE XVII.
To ascertain the total cost of popular educr.tion in Connecticut,

one fifth of the annual proceeds of the assessed taxes, amounting in
all to but fifty thousand dollars in this frugal commonwealth, must
be added to the revenue of her school fund, when that does not supply
a disbursement exceeding sixty-two thousand dollars.

This revenue amounted during the last year to seventy-two thou-
sand dollars, or the extent of the sum to which it is limited by law;
so that it has no longer a claim upon the ordinary revenue of the
state to supply its deficiency.

To this sum must be further added the income of the two hundred
and eight school societies, (a name of religious origin,) raised by
voluntary taxation upon themselves.

The total expense of education in the one thousand and forty
school districts of this state, may be computed on this basis, 1 am
assured by the most respectable authority, at about one hundred and
fifty-six thousand. So, that even deducting from the romP7' nf about
eighty-five thousand children in that state, returned ,');Ttwer the
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age of four and sixteen years, several thousand for those who areeducated at our other schools, a number, as will be seen by referenceto the experience of New-York, much too great, if any indeed shouldon that account be deducted, the cost of the education of each pupildoes not exceed two dollars: a sum according very nearly with thencheapest education at the parish schools of Scotland, which is twoshillings and sixpence sterling, or half a French crown for thequarter.
From MassaLchusetts , the last returnas comprehended

those only ofone hundred amd twenty-eight towns, or rownships, which had expendedon public education one hundred and Sixty-four thousand dollars.The returms from the residue of this state being unknown, it isnot possible to determine exactly the anmual cost of the education ofeach pupil; but it is not probable that it varies from that ofConnecticut, or New-York.

NOTE XVIII.As the economy attending the execution of the morthern sy-_-..tem ofeducation furnishes one of its greatest
recommendations, and thietstrongest incemtive to its imitation by cther states, it may notprove amiss to explain from whence that economy results.The expense of a school arises chily from two causes, tke costof the site and house, and the annual weges or salary of its teacher.By a proper diwision of the territory olo a state into school districts,and placing eacch house near the centre lo='' its district, it becomespermanently flAed, and all loss to the f-xed capitaillrequired forthis first and heavy item of expenditure,, from the frequent changesof theposition of the school-house of a neighborhood, to accommodatethe wishes of some influential proprieta-, or to suit the interest,whim or caprice of the transient teacher, is effectually rrecluded.But the reduction of the wages of the teacher, by the enhancedcertainty afforded to him of continued employment at the same place,so long as he conducts himself well, is another very important advan-tage resulting from a fixed school-house and a permanent provisionfor its teacher. He is relieved from the humiliating and embarrassingnecessity, and the inconvenient and expensive waste of time, in hunt-ing up a school in the usual mode prevailing where this species ofeducation is neglected. A higher consideration to the teacher thanall these, is, moreover, that what the trustees of commissioners ofthe permanent school established by law, contract to pay him, he is
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sure of receiving as soon as it becomes due, without the trouble ar
charge of collection, or the loss by death or accident of a large
part of what he has eamed.

All those motives are calbulated to operate with peculiar force
in a country which has to look abroad for its teachers, and to in-
vite them to change their abode.

A final consideratfon of some imoortance arises from ttce,circom-
stance, that such a school having its house legally and permanently
placed in the centre of a suitable district, and so provided witk a
teacher, will attract more pupils them are now commonly found in any
country school-house to the south.

The improved and stmple modes cm' teaching, has, moreover, yen,
greatly increased the extent of the capacity of each teacher; anA DY
allowing, without injury to the scholars, the admission of a MUT&
greater number of pupils' into each smhool, diminished in the same
proportion the cost off,reducation to Each scholar.

That this, though of itself the source of a great saving of ex-
pense in the modern system of elemenmary education, does not operate
in the densest population of New England, to the exclusion of the
other sources of economy which have been enumerated, it may suffice
to remark, that thefschool districts of Connecticut, average in s,vr-
face not more than two square miles each; and dividing the whole num-
ber of pupils who may be taught in them all collectively, by the
number of schools, the average numbeT of each school will not exceed
eighty scholars, nor the whole compemsation to the teacher one
hundred and sixty dollars a year, including every allowance.

It is thus that, in the operatimn of such a system, what those
who can afford to pay for the educat-,on of their children now volun-
tarily subscribe for that purpose in those neighbourhoods in which no
legal contribution is enforced, much increases what they would have
to pay in the shape of taxes levied for that object; and the same so
levied would,without further cost, defray the expense of educating
the children of all. All, thereore, have a common interest in its
establishment.

But, under the system of Virginia, an expense is at present in-
curred for the education of ten thousand pupils, which-;would in Con-
necticut provide for the educltion of twenty-two thousand five hundrec
and from this expenditure the opulent classes, who have provided it,
reap no benefit whatever. Were New-York to pay for the education of
her four hundred and twenty-five thousand pupils, at the rate charged
to the commonwealth, and educate each through the whole year, the
entire annual expense of the common schools of that state
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would amount to 3,825,000, or near four millions of dollars. And the

actual cost of educating all the children of Virginia for a whole yz,

year, supposing her population to be six hundred thousand rsnly and

one fourth, as in New-York, to be at school, would amount to

1,350,000 dollars.
The first act Of the legislature of Virginia, creating a fund

for public instruction, passed in 1810. It was entitled, "An act to

provide for the education of the Poor."
By this act the literary fund was established and placed under

the care of a Board, whereof the governor was president, and the

presiding judge of the court of appeals, the attorney general, and

treasurer of the commonwealth were directors, authorized to guard and

improve the fund. Two of these officers where annually elected,

while the other two held their trust, by a tenure of good behaviour,

calculated to give stability and consistency to the administration

of the fund.
It proceeded, by slow accumulations, derived from fines, for-

feitures and escheats, till an opportunity was afforded, by the exist-

ence of the United States debt to the commonwealth, for her expendi-

tures for her own defence, in the late war, greatly to accelerate

its growth.
The report of the committee of finance of the 15th of Februziry,

1816, suggested to the house of delegates, that, "should it be the

pleasure of the general assembly, to lay the foundation of a compre-

hensive system of public education, ample means for the accomplish-

ment of this laudable purpose may be found in the residue Of the debt

due to the commonwealth from the government of the United States, and

the provision whith the committee have presumed to recommend for

gradually extinguishing the debts of the commonwealth to the banks

of Virginia."
This recommendation having received the sanction of the house, a

resolution was, on the 24th of the same month, submitted tO the house

of delegates--adopted without a division--sent up to the senate, and

returned two hours after with their concurrence. The bill of 1810,

the report Of the committee of finance, and the resolution, which

followed it, were written by the same member of the house of delegates.

The resolution was in these words:--"Be it resolved by the gene-

ral assembly, that the president and directors of the literary fund

be requested to digest and report to the next general assembly, a

system of public education, calculated to give effect to the

appropria-

"h39
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tions made to that object by the legislature heretofore, and duringits resent session; and to comprehend in such system the establihh-ment of one University, to be called, "The University of Virginia,"and such additional colleges, academies, and schools, as shall dif-fuse the benefits of education throughout the commonwealth: and suchrules for the government of such university,cccilleges, academies andschools, as shall produce economj in the expenditures for the es-tablishment, and maintenance, and good order and discipline in themanagement thereof."
The same day that this resolution passed both houses, the houseof delegates passed a bill "To provide an accurate chart of eachcounty, and a general map of the territory of the commonwealth."Both houses had, during the same session, established bylaw a boardof public works, and a 4Fund for internal improvement;" and provi-ded, by a liberal appropriation, "for the repair, improvement and pre-servation of the public edifices and grounds in the metropolis of thestate." The house of delegates had rejected what was designed to 5ea part of the same system, the collection and biennial report ofstatistical tables, illustrating the actual condition of the entirecommonwealth.
No one of these measures originated in any suggestions withoutthe two houses of the generalaassembly. They were, emphatically,the measures of a legislature, united by good feeling, and znimatedby the public spirit which the recent war had excited throughout aninvaded commonwealth, just then relieved by peace from suffering anddanger, alike encountered and resisted by all her children.In the interval between the termination of this session of thegeneral assembly and the ensuing, the president and directors of theliterary fund, applied to various sources for information on which toground the system they were called upon to devise for the next le-gislature. At its commencement they submitted a report upon the sub-ject. It was referred to a committee of which the mover of the pre-ceding resolution was not a member. That committee reported severalbills, but not having been acted upon at a late period of the ses-sion, by invitation of the chairman of the committee, the subjoinedwas prepared under great pressure of time, and moved as a substitutefor the several bills reported by the committee. It embodied allthe suggestions which the mover had submitted to the president anddirectors of the literary fund, along with several which (as a com-parison of their report with the bill will show) they had rejected.The substitute was adopted by a large majority of
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the house of delegates, and lost in the senate by an equal divisionof voices.
The substitute left the house of delegates very nearly in thesubjoined form: the only material change having been effected withthe approbation of the mover, by leaving the whole territory of thestate open for the site of the university of Virginia. Its locationon the line first described in the substitute, was prompted by aknowledge of the intention of a gentleman of Virginia, then much ad-vanced ifiyyeaes, to devise the whole of a large estate, believed toexceed in value $100,000, to the university, if it were placed in acertain point in this line. This gentleman has since died, and lefthis estate to Washington college, at Lexington.
It wase.also believed that the health of the university its morali-ty, the economy of its subsistence, and the general expenses of itsmaintenance, would be promoted by placing it west of the Blue Ridge.Its strocture or plan was to be provided for by law in reference toits discipline and tranquil government.

An amendment proposed by Mr. Mercer, of Loudoun, to the bill "pro-
viding for the establishment of an University."

Strike out from the( word "that," in the first line, to the endof the bill, and insert the following words:
Be it enacted by the General Assembly, That 'for the purpose ofd4gesting and carrying into effect the system of public educationprovided for by the last general assembly, and recommended by tlie4president and directors of the literary fund, there shall be electedannually by joint ballot of the senate and house of delegates tendirectors, who shall be styled "The board of public instruction," inwhich name they shall have a common seal and perpetual succession;shall be capable of suing and being sued, spleading and being im-pleaded, and shall have and enjoy all the rights and privileges of acorporation.
II. And be it further enacted, That the governor of the.common-wealth shall be, ex officio, president of "The board of public in-struction;" that any citizen of this commonwealth shall be capable ofbeing a director of the board, but that two of the whole number ofthe directors shall reside westward of the Allegany mountains; twobetween the Allegany and the Blue Ridge, four between the Blue Ridge,and the great post road, which passing through the territory of thecommonwealth, crosses the principal rivers thereof at or about thehead of tide water; and the residue between that road and the seacoast. The board shall annually elect from their own body a vicepresident, who, in the absence of the president, shall preside overtheir deliberations; they shall have power also to appoint a secre-tary, and such officers as may be required for conducting the businessof the board, who shall recieve
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for their services such compensation as the board may allow to be
paid out of the revenue of the literary fund. Each director of the
board shall recieve, from the same fund, such compensation for his
services as may be allowed by law, which, until otherwise provided,
shall be the same mileage for travelling to and from the place of sit-
ting, and the same pay, per diem, during his necessary attendance on
the board, as is now allowed by law to a member of the general
assembly. A majority of the whole number of directors shall be
necessary to constitute a board for the transaction of business, but
the president or a single director may adjourn from day to day, un-
til a board is formed. The board shall have power to fill any va-
cancy which may occur in their own body, either from death, resigna-
tion, removal, inability, or any other cause; they shall hold an
annual meeting at or at such other place as may be
designated by law, until the university of Virginia shall be erected,
after which, their annual meetings shall be held therat. Their first
annual meeting shall commence on the and continue until
the business of the board is transacted. At this meeting, the board
shall prescribe the time of their future annual meetings: but the
president of the board may at his own pleausre, or shall atathe re-
quest of any three directors thereof, convene an extra meeting of
the board, for the transaction of any extraordinary business which
may devolve on the corporation.

III. And be it further enacted, That the board may at any time
enact, alter, or amend such rules, as to them may seem proper, for
the purpose of regulating the order of their proceedings; they may
adjourn for any period, or when occasion may require it, to meet at
any otherpplace, than that designated by law: theyashall have power,
subject to the limitations hereinafter provided, to establish and
locate an university, to be called the university of Virginia; and
the several colleges and academies hereinafter named or described; to
determine the number and title of the professorships therein; to ex-
amine, appoint, and regulate the compensation of the several profes-
sors; to appoint the trustees of the several colleges and academies;
to prescribe the course of instruction and discipline of the universi-
tY, colleges, academies and primary schools; to P rovide some just
and practical mode of advancing, from the primary schools to the
academies, from the academies to the colleges, and from these to the
university, as many of the( most meritorious children of indigence, as
the revenue of the literary fund may suffice to educateaand maintain,
after the whole system of public instruction, which the board may
devise, shall have been put in operation. In framing this system,
the board shall regard the primary schools as its foundation; and in
its gradual execution, care shall be taken by the board of public in-
struction and by the president and directors of the literary fund,
that no money shall be drawn from the revenue of that fund, for the
establishment of the university, or any academy, or college, so long
as it is probable that such anaapplication of the fund may leave any
primary schools unprovided for. In fine, the board of public instruc-
tion shall have power to enace, repeal, alter, or amend such by laws,
rules and regulations relative to the(various objects committed to
their trust, as to them may seem expedient; provided the same be not
in-
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consistent with the constitution and laws of Virginia or of the Uni-ted States of America; and they are further authorized to recommendto the general assembly, from time to time, such general /aws, in re-lation to public education, as may be calculated, in their opinion,to promote the intellectual and moral improvement of the commonwealth.IV. And be it further enacted, That there shall be establishedwithin the commonwealth as many primary schools as shall tend topromote the easy diffusion of knowledge among the youth of allclasses of society, and for establishing and properly regulating suchschcols, the whole territory of the commonwealth shall be dividedinto small and convenient jurisdictions to be denominated townshipsand wards. For this purpose the several county and corporation courtsshall, at their next May or June term, appoint three commissioners,with authority to divide their respective counties into two or moretownships and their respective corporations into two or more wards;provided, that nottownship shall contain fewer than thirty squaremiles, that where any city, borough or town, does not contain merethan one hundred white families, it shall be comprehended in SCA'.townships where its population exceeds that number and does not reachtwo hundred white families, it shall constitute one war.d; and whereits population exceeds the number last mentioned, it may be dividedinto two or more wards, according to the discretion of the commis-sioners. The commissioners shall give separate denominations to eachother by name; and shall designate some central or convenient placein each, for the public meetings required to be held therein. Theyshall derive the boundaries of their townships and wards, from theircounty or corporation lines; and the mountains, streams of water,roads or streets intersecting their counties or corporations withoutregard to straight lines, and having described their townships orwards intelligibly, in writing, shall report them to their respectivecounty or corporation courts. In performing this duty, the commis-tioners shall assemble at the seat of justice, in their respectivecounties or corporations; and shall receive, each, the sum of twodollars for every day not exceeding three in number, during which theymay be so engaged in the pUblic service. They shall sign and delivertheir report, when finished, to the clerk of their county or corpora-tion court; who shall certify the report to the court and the numberof days employed by each commissioner in preparing the said report.Suchcertificate shall entitle the commissioner to receive such sum asit may specify, out of the ensuing county levy, and the court shallregulate the county levy, so as to provide thereforv As soon as thecourt shall receive the report, they shall attentively examine thesame, and after making such corrections or alterations therein asthey may deem necessary or expedient, they shall cause the clerk toinsert the report, with the corrections or alterations if any havebeen made, intthe record of their proceeding; and the said report, sorecorded, shall be deemed and taken to be complete; Provided, Thatthe court may, in the same manner, at any time thereafter, alter theboundary of any townships of ward: or increase the number of town-ships, or wards within their respective jurisdictions.
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V. And be it further enacted, That whenever any person or per-
sons, body politic or corporate, in any township or ward, shall pro-
vide a lot of ground of two acreg in extent, or of the value of twohundred dollars, with a school house thereupon ofethe value of twohundred and fifty dollars, and convey the same to the president and
directors of the literary fund, and have the conveyance therefor re-
corded in the proper court, and transmit a certified copy thereof to
the said president and directors, said house shall beeregarded as a
primary sbhool-house. The value or extent of the lot and house above
mentioned to be ascertained by any three freeholders to be appointed
by any magistrate residing in a neighbouring township or ward, and
the valuation when made to be certified by a majority of the saidfreeholders to the president and directors of the literary fund.

VI. And be it further enacted, That whenever one or more prima-ry school-heuses shall have been provided in manner aforesaid in any
township or ward, the court of the countyyor corporation containing
such township or ward, shall appoint three or more discreet persons,
residing within the same, to hold an election therein, of five trustms
for the government of such primary school, and of all other similar
schools which may be at any time thereafter established within the
limits of such township or ward. The commissioners so appointedshall give as public notice as practicable, of the time of holding
the election, which shall be in not less than thirty, nor more than
sixty days after their appointment. The place of holding such elec-
tion shall be that designated for all public meetings within the town-
ship or ward. The mode of election shall be viva voce, and shall cor-
respond, as nearly as possible, in all respects, with that of the dele-
gates to the General Assembly. The polls shall be opened at ten
o'clock in the morning of the day of election, and closed at sunset,
or sooner if there be no opposition. All free white male housekeep-
ers within the township or ward, shall haloe the right of suffrage.
And when the polls shall have been closed, the commissioners shall
proclaim the five persons having the greatest number of votes polled,
to be duly elected trustees for one year, or until the next election
of the primary schools of the townshiw or ward for which the election
shall have beenhheld: and they shall certify to the court of the coun-
ty or corporation, the names of the trustees so elected, the number
of votes given for each, and the date of the election; which certifi
cate shall be recorded by th e clerk. Every election after the first,
in any township or ward, shall be held on the first Monday of May,
under the direction of commissioners appointed as aforesaid; but
should the election fail for any cause, to be made on the day appoint-
ed, the trustees in office, for the past, shall serve for the ensuing
year; and until their successors shall be elected in manner aforesaid.
The trustees shall have po-Jer to fill any vacancy whichmmay occur in
their own body, either from death, resignation, removal, inability, or
other cause. They shall have power to elect one of their body presi-
dent thereof, who with any two others may constitute a board fortransacting all necessary business devolving on the trustees of the
primary schools of the township or ward. Their first meeting shall
be held where
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their election was held; every other meeting at such place as theboard of trustees may from time to time prescribe.V VII. And be it further enacted, That the board of trustees ofthe primary schools of any township or ward, shall have power to ap-point a teacher for each of the eprimary schools within their respec-tive townships or wards; to fix hls salary; and to remove or displacehim for incapacity or misconduct. They shall have authority to pre-scribe such rules and regulations relative to the instruction anddiscipline of their schools as may seem to them expedient, so thatthey be not inconsistent with the constitution and laws of the state,or of the United States, or of such general rules as the board ofpublic instruction may prescribe, in relation to the government ofthe primary schools of the commonwealth.
VIII. And be it further enacted, That all the free white chil-dren resident within the township or ward in which any primary schoolis established, or where there is more than one such school hiithin thetownship or ward, resident within thepprecincts laid down by thetrustees for any particular school, shall be entitled to receive tu-ition at such school free of any charge whatever: Provided, That theboard of trustees who have the government of the school may demand ofsuch parents, guardians, or masters as are able to pay without incon-venience for the education of their children, wards, or apprentices,such fees of tuition as the said trustees may deem reasonable andproper: the fees to be made payable to, and(to be collected by suchperson as the board of trustees may appoint, and to constitute a fundfor the payment of a part of the salary of the teacher, and to pur-chase such books as may be necessary for the inStruction of those chil-dren who are admitted into the school without any charge for tuition.IX. And be it further enacted, That so soon as the board oftrustees of the primary schools of any township or ward shall have ap-pointed a teacher for any primary school, the president and directorsof the Literary Fund shall have authority, and are required, on re-ceiving notice thereof, to allot out of the annual revenue of the Lit-terary Fund, two hundred dollars for the salary of such teacher, andten dollars for the purchase of books and other implements of instruc-tion, to be distributed, by order of the trustees, among those pupilsof the school whO are admitted therein free of charge, or who mostneed such provision. The salary of the teacher and thec;sum aforesaidshall be paid quarterly, by the president and directors of the Li-terary Fund, to the order of the board of trustees, subscribed by thepresident thereof, in behalf of the board, and countersigned by the

picerkJefttheacouhtyicoUrtl)WhW'shalliicertifyoby endorsement thereon,that the president appears of record to be a trustee of the boardelected for the said township or ward.
X. And be it further enacted. That the board of public instruc-tion shall,as soon as can be conveniently done, divide the territoryof the commonwealth, from reference to the last census of thetfreewhite population thereof, into academical districts, containingeach one or more counties, and as near as practicable, an equal num-ber of such population, and cause their secretary to record such par-tition, having first numbered the districts therein from one upwards,
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in the minutes of their proceedings, andtto transmit a certified copythereof to the president and directors of thJ Literary Fund, who shallcause the same to be, in like manner, recorded; and shall also pub-lish it in one or more newspapers printed in the city of Richmond,for the information of the people of the dommonwealth.
XI. And be it further enacted, That where there shall exist inany such district, an academy already established by law or otherwise,the trustees or other persons in whom the property of the same isvested, are authorized to submit to the board of public instruction areport of the actual condition of their institution; in which theyshall set forth its relative position to the boundaries of the dis-trict, the number and dimensions, value and state of repair of theedifices belonging to tt, and the extent of the ground on which theyare erected; the number and denomination of the professors and teacfr--ers employed therein, and of the pupils educated thereat, in the yearnext preceding the date of thefreport: and should it be the opinionof the board, that such academy is properly situated for the benefitof the district, and that its buildings and grounds will answer theirintended purposes, they may report their decision thereupon to thepresident and directors of the literary fund: and upon legal convey-ande being made of the said ground and edifices to the said presidentand directors for the use of thie(literary fund, the said academywhich may be erected in pursuance of this act, and shall be subjectto all the rules and regulations in relation to the government there-of, which the board of public instruction or the general assembly mayprovide for the general government of the academies of the common-wealth: Provided, That the trustees of any such academy shall con-tinue to hold their offices and to supply vacancies occurring in theirewn body as heretofore authorized by law.
XII. And be It further enacted, That in case any such academyshall be chargeable with any existing debt, not exceeding one-fourthpart in amount, of the actual value of its land and buildings; of- thesaid buildings shall require repairs, or any enlargement or altera-tion thereof, the board of public instruction may recommend to thepresident and directors of the literary fund, an appropriation fromany surplus revenue which may remain of the fund after providing forthe several primary schools chargeable thereon, of a sum sufficient

to discharge such debt, or to repair, alter, or enlarge the saidbuildings, so that such sum shall, in no case, exceed one-fourth ofthe total value of such buildings, and of the ground on which theystand. Such sum the president and directors shall have power to pay,
on the recommendation of the board, to any agent of the trustees ofthe said academy, who may be legally authorized by them to receivethe same, the said agent executing his bondto the president and di-rectors, with approved security, to apply the sum aforesaid to thepurpose recommended by the board of public Instruction.

XIII. And be it further enacted, That where, in any academical
district, there shall be no academy in existence, or none which theboard of public instruction may deem it proper to recommend to thepresident and directors of the literary fund, the board may accept alot of ground of sufficient extent in their estimation, and conven-iently
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situated in the district for the erection of an academy for the said
district: Provided, That along with the lot of ground there shall be
subscribed, by one or more persons, bodies politic or corporate, or
the payment thereof be otherwise assured, to the president and di-
rectors of the literary fund, three-fourths of the sum necessary to
erect suitable buildings thereon for such academy, which sum shall in
no case be computed at less than ten thousand dollars: and upon a
legal conveyanc12 of the said lot of ground being accepted by the pres-k
dent and directbrs of the literary fund, and their being3fully assured
of the payment of the sum of money aforesaid, of which they shall
give information in convenient time to the board of public instructiur
tion, the board shall appoint thirteen persons residing within the
said district, trustees of the academy to be erected; who shall
thenceforth be deemed a body corporate, by such title as the board of
public instruction may prescribe; shall have authority to elect a
president and vice president from their own body, and to fill all
vacancies subsequently occurring therein from death, resignation, re-
movalffrom the:district, inability, or any other cause; shall have
authority to provide a common seal; may sue and be sueC plead and
be impleaded; and shall have and enjoy all the rights and privileges
of a body politic in law. They may make, alter or amend such by-laws,
rules and regulations as they shall deem necessary or expedient for
the government of their own body, and of the professors, teachers and
pupils of the academy of which they have charge: Provided, The same
be not inconsistent with the constitution and 'laws of this state or
of the United States, nor with such general regulations as the board
of public instruction may provide for the general government of the
academies of the commonwealth. They shall, as speedily as possible,
provide by contract or otherwise, for the erection of the necessarY
edifices for their academy, and shall appoint an agent who shall have
authority to collect the several sums subscribed thereto, ahd shall
be entitled to receive in virtue of their order upon the pr.esident
and directors of the literary fund, from the unappropriated revenue
of that fund, a sum equivalent to one third of the whole amount
actually paid by the subscribers towards the erection of the said
buildings, to be applied by the trustees to the sa e object in aid
of the subscription aforesaid.

XIV. And be it further enacted, That so soon as any academy is
ready for the admission of pupils, the,trustees of the same may re-
commend to the board of public instruction any person to be a pro-
fessor or teacher therein, who if approved after examination in some
mode to be prov4ded by thetboard shall thenceforth be regarded as a
professor or teacher of such Academy, but subject to removal at the
pleasure of the trustees thereof for incapacity or misconduct, or in-
conformity with such contract as they may make with him for his ser-
vices. Any vacancy occurring from any cause among the teachers of
any such Academy shall be in like manner, filled; Provided, That
during the recess of the Board of Public Instruction, the trustees
may make a temporary appointment, to be confirmed or disapproved by
the Board at their next session.

XV. And be it further enacted, That the trustees of any academy
shall have power to fix the salaries of their respective teachers,
sub-
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ject to the control of the Board of Public Instruction; and when any
such salary shall have been fixed, the professor or teacher entitled
thereto shall receive one fourth of the annual amount thereof from
the president and directors of the Literary Fund, to be paid quarter
yearly out of such portion of the revenue of the said Fund, as shall
not be required by the claims of any primary school, as the order of
the board of trustees of the academy, subscribed by the president
thereof in behalf of the board.

XVI. And be it further enacted, That upon the preceding condi-
tions relative to the admission of existing academies into the system
of public instruction hereby created, or to the creation of new
academies as part of such system, the Board of Public Instruction end
the president and directors of the Literary Fund are authorized to
accept the Anne Smith Academy for the education of females, and to
provide for the erection of one or more similar institutions, pre,
vided that thet whole number within the Commonwealth shall not exceed
three.

XVII. And be it further enacted, That the Board of Public In-
struction shall have authority to establish within the Commonwealth
three additional colleges to be denominated respectively, Pendleton,
Wythe and Henry: the two first shall be located to the west of the
Allegany mountain, one whereof shall be placed to the north and the
other to the south of the dividing ridges of mountains which separate
the head waters of the Little Kanawha and Monongalia rivers from
those of the rivers Greenbrier and the Great Kanawha; and the third
shall be established in some one of the following counties, below theBlue Ridge, viz. Madison, Culpepper, Fauquier, Prince William or Lou-doun.

XVIII. In determining on the position of any of the said col-
leges, the board shall take into consideration, along with a due re-gard to the health, plenty, and economy or cheapness of living of the
county in which such college is proposed to be established, the sums
of money, tracts or parcels offland or other property in possession or
reversion which any individual or individuals, body politic or cor-
porate, may actually subscribe in favour of any particular site there-
for: and no place shall be selected by the board for any such pur-
pose until a lot of twenty-five acres of ground shall have been of-
fered, and the sum of thirty thousand dollars shall have been sUb-
scribed for the purpbse of erecting a college thereupon, and the sum
of five thousand dollars for the purchase of a library and apparatus
for the endowment of such college, when the edifices thereof shall
have been erected.

XIX. And be it further enacted, That so soon as the Board of
Public Instruction shall have agreed upon a proper site for any one
of the colleges aforesaid, they shall design proper plans for the
structure thereof and they shall appoint twenty-five trustees of such
college, who shall, at their first meeting, elect a president and
vice-president from their own body and thereafter be styled the
President and trustees of the college of Pendleton, Wythe, or Henry
(as the case be) in which name, they shall have a common seal, and
perpetual succession: shall be capable of suing and being sued,
pleading and being impleaded, and shall have and enjoy all the rights
and privileges of a corporation. A majority of the sold trustees
,hall constitute a board
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for the transaction of business and shall have every power in relationto their own proceedings, to the erection of the public edifices oftheir respective colleges, the appointment and removal of their pro-fessors and teachers, and the instruction and discipline of thestudents of sech college as the trustees of the several academiesaforesaid are empowered to exercise in relation to theiP respectiveacademies, and to make such rules and regulations relative to all orany of these subjects as may seem to them expedient; provided theyare not inconsistent withtthe constitution and laws of this State orof the United States, nor with such general regulations as the Boardof Public Instruction may provide for the general government of theseveral colleges of this Commonwealth.
XX. And be it further enacted, That as soon as the president

and directors of the Literary Fund shAll have received a legal convey-ance of the tract or parcel offland on which the said college is about
to be erected, they shall have authority, and are required to sub-scribe towards the erection olF the necessary buildings thereupon, asum equivalent to one fourth of that otherwise subscribed as aforesaid,to be paid out of such part of the revenue of the Literary Fund, asshall remain, after providing for the primary schools and academiesaforesaid, upon condition that of the sum so subscribed, the saidpresident and directors shall pay no greater proportion at any timethan shall have been actually paid, by the other subscribers theretoof the whole sum by them subscribed in money. All sums called for invirtue of any such subscription, shall beEpaid to the order of theboard of trustees of any such college, subscribed by the presidentof the board in behalf thereof.

XXI. And be it further enacted, That at the like periods andupon the like evidence with those provided by the section ofthis act for the salaries of the( professors or teachers of anyacademy, the President and Directors of the Literary Fund shall payout of the unappropriated revenue of the fund, one fifth part of thesalaries of the professors and teachers of such college.XXII. And be it further enacted, That in like manner and +underlike provisions in all respects the other colleges provided for bythis act shall be established.
XXIII. And be it further enacted, That the Board of Public In-struction shall have authority to ruceive from the trustees or visi-tors of the existing colleges of William and Mary,Hampden Sydney, andWashington, eny proposals which they may deem it proper to submit tothe Board, for the purpose of having their respective institutionsembraced within the system of public education to be created by thisact: and in the event of such agreement being made between thetrustees, or visitors,of any one or all of the said colleges and theBoard of Public Instruction, the former shall be entitled to the sameprovision for theirmspective professors and teachers, which this actassures to the professors and teachers of the colleges to be createdin pursuance thereof.
XXIV. The Board of Public Instruction shall, as soon as practi-cable, fix upon a proper site for the University of Virginia, in de-termining which, the Board shall take into consideration along withall those circumstances which appertain to the location of the several
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colleges aforesaid, the relation of the University to the geographicalcentre of the Commonwealth and to the principal channuls of inter-course through its territory. They shalrilocate the University there-fore at some place between the Blue Rldge and Allegany mountains, notmore than three miles from the great valley road leading from Win-chester to Abingdon, nor further north on the same than Woodstock,nor south than Fincastle, haying reference in choosing a position onthis line to the terms which any individual or association of indivi-duals, body politic or corporate, may offer to them as an inducementto prefer any particular point: provided, that the lot of ground onwhich the public edifices of the University may be erected thereupon,and contract for the building thereof; but no part thereof shall bebegun until the lot aforeseid shall have been legally conveyed to thepresident and directors of the Literary Fund, not uAtil one hundredthousand dollars shall have been subscribed to defray the expense ofthe said buildings, and ten thousand dollars for the purchase of alibrary and philosophical apparatus for the said University. Suchsubscriptions may be of lands, stock or other property held in pos-session,reversion or remainder, and shall be with all other sub-scriptions provided for by this act, made transferrable or payable tothepresident and directors of theLLiterary Fund, for such use as thesubscribers shall severally make known at the time of subscribing.XXV. And be it further enacted, That to develope the resourcesof the Commonwealth for the several objects provided for by this Act;the county and corporation courts within the same, are authorized
and required to appoint at their next March term three or more com-missioners from among the most industrious and patriotic citizenswithin their respective counties and corporations, to make personal
application to all the inhabitants thereof for subscriptions towardsthe establishment of the primary schools, academies, colleges anduniversity proposed to be created under'this Act. The commissionersshall return the original subscription lists to their respective coun-ty or corporation courts, and a certified copy thereof to the Presi-dent and Directors of the Literary Fund: who shall cause theirsecretary to make proper abstracts therefrom, showing the amount sub-scribed to each of the objects . aforesaid, and the names of the sev-
eral subscribers, and the sums respectively subscribed by them; acopy of which abstracts he shall transmit to the Board of Public In-struction for the information thereof. In the minutes of the.pro-
ceedings of the Board of Public Instruction, and of the trustees ofthe several colleges, academies and primary schools, the names of thesubscribers to the foundation thereof shall be carefully inscribedwith the sums subscribed by each opposite thereto, as a perpetualmemorial"; of the persons who shall have contributed to promote thediffusion of knowledge throughout the Commonwealth.

XXVI. And be it furthler enacted, That the trustees of all thNe'primary schools, Academies and Colleges, shall annually by the firstday of Aygust of each year report to the Board of Pbblic Instructionthe actual condition of their respective schools, academies and col-
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leges. In these reports, the name of the school-Aerived from the
township or ward; of the academy with the number of the academical
districts in which it is situated: and of the college, shall be de-
noted also the number and denomination of the teachers of professors,
the number and ages of the pupils or students in such school, acade-
my or college, the extent of the library, if any, attached thereto,
the cost or value, and state of repair of the several edifices devoted
to literature, and such other general remarks as may serve to show
the progress or declension of the several primary schools, academies,
and colleges. Out of these reports, the Board of Public Instruction
shall annually compile, and submit to the General Assembly at, or
near the commencement of their annual session, a view of the state of
public education, within the Commonwealth, embracing a history of
the progress, or declension of the University of Virginia in the year
next preceding and illustrating its actual condition and future
prospects.

XXVII. And be it further enacted, That the President and Direc-
tors of the Literary Fund shall continue, as heretofore, under the
protection of the General Assembly, the depositary and guardian of
that fund, and to them all conveyances shall be made of property
presented to or purchased for the use of the Literary Fund.MITI. And be it further enacted, That all acts and parts of
acts coming within the purview of this act, shall be, and the same
are hereby repealed.

XXIX. This act shall commence and be in force from and after
the passage thereof.
[Copied, except the sums in the blanks, from an original printed for

the house of delegates of Virginia.]
The part of the former resolution, denominating and providingfor

the erection of the University of Virginia, has been since executed;
at such cost, however, to the literary fund of the state, as to im-
pair, very much, its ability to sustain a system of primary schools,
coextensive Ihith the territory and the wants of the commonwealth.
Whatever errors lay have been committed intthe location of the uni-
versIty, and in the structure of its edifices, should give place to
ze-al ior its ultimate success, in which every state of this union has
an ilterest as well as Virginia. To the other parts of the present
sys,em for her elementary instruction, a hope may be rationally in-
dulged, that when time shall disclose their defects, the wisdom of
her leg-Mature will not be backward in devising for them suitable
remedius.

NOTE XIX.
:he importance of detaining a child near his mother's side and

bene,::.n his paternal roof, until his moral principles are firmly
establish-
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ed may be questioned, but will not be considered as overrated bythose who have witnessed how soon their premature separation impausthe force of filial piety. Although imprcved, sometimes, in hisunderstanding, asrregards his future happiness, it is a poor atone-ment to the parent, or the child himself, that the current of domesticaffection, in the latter, has been suspended or perverted. Parentaland filial love constitute the best nutriment of public as well asall other private virtues.
May not these conclusions derive a confirmation from the compa-rative effects of the public education of the two most distinguishedancient states? If the Athenian science and literature surpassed theRoman, the public and private morality of Rome, in her purest age,surpassed still more that of Athens, where women were degraded, andthe pupil was-I-early torn from his mother's side, to be accomplished ingymnastic exercises by'one teacher, and in his understanding by an-other, till Asiatic manners, the age of Aspasia and of corruption,perverted the influence of the sex in the moment of its e:Ilargement.If the ttudy of the Greek and Roman classics could make a part ofthe occupation of the primary school, or it that be impracticable with-out too great expense, let it be deferred to a later period of lifethan that at. which it is now Turnued. The term of instruction in theelementary schools might be yet further prolonged, or made to reachthe commencement of the collegiate course, and the academy could thenbe dispensed with altogetker or rather, each primary school wouldbe also an academy.
Without at all questioning the utility of a knowledge of thedead languages, as comprising the chief elements of our vernaculartongue, supplying the best models of literary composition, and thebest guides to universal grammar and criticism, it may be doubted,whetherr regarded in the latter aspects, they should be considered asfurnishing, a subject of study peculiarly adapted to the first yearsof application, or be postponed till the(further developement of theunderstanding, the affections, and the taste, by a knowledge moreeasily comprehended, and acquired in boyhood.
The experience of Greece, indeed, those very models of history,philosophy, criticism, eloquence and poetry, must demonstrate to thepresent, and, so long as they survive, to all future time, that thefirst years, or even the greater part of youth, may be usefully oc-cupied by other studies than those of foreign, and especially of deadlanguages, of which Greece cultivated none; and our own experiencemust teach us, that tivere are few mental occupations so little at-tractive, and at the same time, so arduous, as the study of the mere
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grammar of any language, but especially of one of such complex struc-
ture as the Latin. May it not be asserted that the application of
Latin syntax to the construction of Latin poetry, requires as much
labour of memory, and reason too, as the study of Locke on the Human
Understanding; its partial abridgment in the logic of Duncan, or of
Blair's or Kaims' Elements of Criticism? Whe.t mere boys commonly
understand of the beauties, or gather of the spirit of Horace or
Juvenal, may be inferred from our own recollection, or learnt by at-
tending to the,translation of those Roman poets, by nine-tenths of
those youth, in whose hands they are now thus early placed. It has
been suggested, with philosophical ingenuity, by an eminent professor,
that a distribution of the study of the dead languages should be made
into their vocabulaties and their structure, sentiment and learning,
so as to give proper offices for the memory, reason, taste and judg-
ment. The first should be the labour of childhood; the last of more
advanced youth.

NOTE XX.
The division of the territory of a state into townships has been

found to be as instrumental to the improvement of its roads and
bridges, as to the proper administration of its schools.

NOTE XXI.
In the first section of the seventh article of the constittition

of Pennsylvania, it is expressly required to provide by law for the
establishment o.c schools throughout the state, in such manner as that
the poor may be taught gratis.

The legislature accordingly passed, in 1824, a general act on
this subject, to be submitted to the people for their approbation. In
the event of the acceptance of its provisions, three "schoolmen" are
to be elected by each township, ward or borough, to serve for three
years, as soon as it can be assured by the election in the first
year; of one for a single year, and another for but tao years, that
ever after, one vacancy only shall arise and be filled in eael year.
They are required to make a list of all such children, within their
respective towhships, wards or boroughs, as are between six and four-
teen years of age, where parents or guardians are too poor to edu-
cate them, and to send them to the most convenient school, supplying
them, at thetsame time, with books and stationary.
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Although this OriIl prove to be a defective system, inasmuch as itdoes not secure many of the most valuable benefits of a syttem ofpopular education, applicable alike to the children of all, it isprobable that in the large cities, it will prove, in execution, bet-ter than it appears in theory
In Philadelphia, as in New-York, a laudable spirit has recentlyprevailed, in relation to institutions for public education. Thechildren of the Sunday schools daily rultiplying, in tive(former num-ber already more than eleven thousand; and those schools are so con-ducted as to prove of inestimable value to the morals as well as theintelligence of the youth they comprehend among their pupils.A house of refuge, also, exists in Philadelphia, as well as inNew-York, for the reformation of juvenile offenders, who are thushumanely and wisely separated from old and hardened offenders. Inthat of New-York, two mistakes seem to have been committed: afldelinquents are included in the class of juvenile offenders, who areunder twenty-one years of age, andtamong them the abandoned and for-lorn children of poverty, who are simply objects of humane commisera-tion, are classed with those, whose confinement is a punishment forcrime. The institution is, in all other respects, admirably arrangedand conducted; and the most interesting of all the establishments ofthat growing commercial metropolis of the United States.The high schools of both these cities, in which the monitorialand Lancasterian system of education, is carried far beyond its formerlimits, and is aided by the prelections of able teachers, numerous ta-bles, maps and pictures, and proper text books, are institutions cal-culated to put to the test of experiment many new principles, in theunsettled science, if that appellation may be allowed it, of publicinstruction. Over that for boys, in New-York, Doctor John Griscompresides; the author of those highly interesting and valuable travelsentitled "A year in Eirope;" and it is said that he is amply reward-ed, both oy the success and the profit attending his useful labours,for the ability with which he conducts them.

NOTE XXII.
About fifteen years ago the muster fines levied in Virginia, forthe preceding ten years, were submitted in one table to the house ofdelegates, and printed for the use of the members. -The fines of thatperiod amounted to half a million of dollars, or $50,000 a year.
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NOTE XXIII.
To the Naval Schools of practice in France, was attached a corrette, which was ordered to be annually equipped for different expeditions, with students on board, who were under a skilful naval com-mander, with the aid of able seamen, to be instructed in rigging ancunrigging a vessel, in repairing the ccidents of a voyage or an en-gagement at sea, and in all the duties of mariners.The students were not admitted into these sthools until a pre-vious examination had ascertained their proficienty in arithmetic.algebra, geometry, statics and navigation.It is objected to a union of the naval and military schools inone, that the pupils will quarrel with each other, and duels will becommon among them. This supposes that they have been already de-signated for distinct professions, which, from the nature of theircommon studies would be unnecessary, till about to be separated fortheir respective schools of practice, whentthis danger would of tourcease altogether, if it had ever before existed. It is more thanprobable that the very opposite result would happen, and some of theevils remedied, whichnnow occur in actual service, from the jealousiEof naval and military commanders required to act in concert.One great advantage that might be expected to result from theunion of all the pupils educated for defensive purposes at West Poin-would,be, that they would all partake of the admirable spirit of im-provement already prevalent there, which it is more easy to preservethan to create any where, but which is there promoted by that topo-graphy of the adjacent country, which cuts off from the military aca-demy every avenue to dissipation and vice. No schools whatever, ofpractice, are yet provided for military or naval students. The veryhealthy and almost equally insulated points comprising the defencesof the entrance of the Chesapeake, have been recommended for thispurpose; fortresses Monroe and Calhoun; the former on the main land,at Point Comfort, the other on the recently formed island opposite tothe point. Better situations could not be well chosen, because theyare nearly central to the Atlantic frontier of the United States, andthe strongest military fortification upon the coast, and oneof thebest naval stations. Yards and depots would be in the immediate vi-cinity of the schools, and serve as an apparatus and models to illus-trate the arts of attack and defence in all their modes of operation,as well as the structure of the fortress and of the ship of war.
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NOTE XXIV.
New Jersey created her school fund in 1819, of certain United

States, turnpike, and bank stocks, one-tenth of the state tax of
1819, computed at $8000, the proceeds of the sale of a banking house
in the city of Jersey, and of all future appropriations, gifts and
legacies. It amounted, exclusive of the two last items, to about
$100,000. In the lastseven years something less than that amount has
been added to it. Its 4ncome does not probably exceed ten thousand
dollars a year, and an age must elapse befGre it will suffice for the
accomplishment of its purpose.

There does seem in the present fluctation and uncertainty of the
value of bank-stocks, some hazard in vesting a perpetual fund in such
securities, if, indeed, they may be lo called. Another subject of
investitute, of simple management and free from hazarcL would be found
in the canal stocks of this and the other states. Such an investiture
would be attended with thisadvantage, that when foreign war, or the
derangements from any other cause, of external commerce, embarrassed
the operations of endangered the safety of the banks, internal trade
supplying the place of foreign, wou7d render the canal more productive.
This would especially apply to a canal connecting the Raritan and the
Delaware.

If New Jersey, therefore, chose, at once, to create an adequate
school fund, she would:have only to subscribe its amount to the Mmck
of that canal, with such shares as the states of Pennsylvania and New
York might subscribe, along with the United States, tieing sufficient
together for its prompt completio -,. on a scale suited to its object;
and borrowing the amount of her subscription, she might provide for
the annual payment of the interest, and the gradual discharge of the
principal of the debt thus contracted out of her present school fund,
and c part of her annual revenue; reserving the dividends upon the
canal stock to lay the foundation and to commence the operation of
her system of elementary instruction, as soon as the ciinzil shall be
completed, whzich ought not to occupy more than three yeat-s.

NOTE XXV.
Robert Y. Forsythe, the elder son of Major Forsythe, the first

Marshal of Georgia, and brother of the late American Minitter to
Spain, died of the yellow fever at Savannah in the autumn of 1797.
He was the competitor of William Gaston of North Carolina, late a
member of the House of Representatives, and of Philip C. Pendleton
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of Virginia, late a federal district judge, for the first honor in

the class which graf;':::t-d at Princeton the pre6eding year, at the

annual coommencement of which he pronouneed the valedictory oration.

He was the best public speaker who had been in the college of

New Jersey for many years, and he has not perhaps often been since

surpassed. He was also distinguished for every moral grace and vir-

tue; and was alike esteemed and beloved by all who knew him; and by

no one more truly than by him, who having been, along with the pre-

sent Bishop of New York, his room-mate, has now the melancholy
pleasure of rendering this poor tribute to his memory.

NOTE XXVI.
John Watson, of Pennsylvania, in the estimationof the whole col-

lege, deserved to be regarded as the first scholar in the class which

graduated in the year 1797, of which Dr. Frederick Beasley of North

Carolina, the present Provost of the University of Pennsylvania,

Joseph Alston, late Governor 6f South Carolina, George M. Troup, the

present Governor of Georgia, Henry Edwards, Senator of Connecticut,

James Clark of North Carolina, and Thomas Bayley of Maryland, late

members o: the House of Representatives, and Richard Rush, late

Minister to London, and,now.Secretary of the Treasury, were fellow

students. Among these and many other competitOrs, the merit of
Watson rose above all public distinctions; and he declined being a

candidate for any college honor. Tt would be no easy task to do full

justice to the worth, both moral and intellectual, which this gentle-

man possessed; who, from being aopoor oVphan boy, and the bar keeper

of a tavern, became the president of a college in Pennsylvania, which

he contributed.to found, and died twenty-four years ago, literally

a martyr to the learning which he cultivated. He was the Kirk White

of Nassau Hall.
Born to poverty, in order to defray the expense of his education,

he taught the grammar school, at the same time that tie regularly re-

cited and maintained theafirst standing in his class, and acOired a
modern language, not included among its studies.

The homage here paid to hit various and exalted worth, the ob-

ject of almost universal reverence while he lived, will not seem ex-
aggerated to those who will read the annexed letter from the presi-

dent of the college of New Jersey, who knew him well from his youth,

to the hour which robbed his native state, hit friends and country,

of his many virtues and increasing usefulness.
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Baltimore, Md. November 5th, 1826.

To the Rev. Dr. James Carnahan.

My Dear Sir--Having referred tohlny deceased class mate, Mr.
John Watson, in a discourse which I had lately the honor of pronoun-
cingin your presence, it would be gratifying to me, and I hope, not
an unpleasing task to you, to add to the imperfect eulogy which I

have made on our long departed friend, such further notice of the
singular incidents of his early life as your recollection can supply.

Such a life, it seems to me, should be borne in remembrance, for
the sake of our Alma Mater, who kindly nurtured all its excellent
qualities, and as a useful example to her younger sons; for I do not
think that I have, in the brief narrative to which your answer with
this request Wi11 be annexed,magnified the estimation in which Mr.
Watson was held by all his fellow students, as wall as by the faculty
and trustees of Nassau Hall.

The discourse, of which I have, not t4ithout reluctance, furnished
at the request of the societies, a copy for publication, was prompted
by a faint hope, that a discussion of its leading topics might prove
of some practical benefit; and I am very confident that to those who
may honor it 4flth a perusal, it will present no subject so interesting
as you may render the reference extorted from m, in composing it, to
one who, while living, ever undervalued a merit that we delighted to
honor, and which now, that he is gone, I am sure you will concur
with me in thinking I have not exaggerated.

With high esteem, I am, dear Sir,
Your friend and faithful servant,

C. F. MERCER.

To the Hon. FE i ;on Mercer.

Dear Sir,
Agreeably to your request, I communicate to you a few singular

incidents in the early life of our long departed friend John Watson
illustrative of his ardent desire of knowledge, and of the difficul-
ties he overcame in attaining his eminence in literature and science.

John Watson was descended of poor but reputable parents, west of
the mountains in Pennsylvania. His parents taught him to read at an
early age, and my impression is, that he never went regularly to
school, or if he.did, it was for a very short period. He did not re-
c;llect that he had any uncommon attachment to books, until when
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about six or seven years old, his father made him a present of a tale
or novel, I think it was Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield. He imme-
diately commenced the reading, and became so interested in the story,
that, if permitted, he would have read all night. From that period,
his desire to read and to obtain knowledge was insatiable. His
father cherished his desire of improvement by furnishing books,
chiefly on geography and history.

When our friend was about nine years of age he was deprived of
his father, who lost his life by a fall from his horse. Whe'Ner his
mother died before this period, or was left in such destitute eircum-
stances that she was unable to provlde for the support of her son, I

do not recollect; Young Watson had no relatives west of the moun-
tains. Of his father's family I know nothing. His mother's resided
near Cranberry, in this state.

The orphan boy was taken into the faMily of his father's friend,
fed and clothed and required to perform such services as he was ca-
pable of rendering. The lady witt 'hom he lived, had a handsome
collection of books, an4 especia., J. novels, of which she was a
great reader. She soon discovereo that Watson was at every leisure
moment reading these fictions. Whether she thought they were improper
books for a boy of his age, or that his reading occupied too much of
his time, is uncertain. She forbade him touching her novels. He
wished to be obedient to a lady who, in every other respect, used him
kindly, but he could not resist his desire to read. He secretly took
her books, and concealing them in private places read them by stealth.
This stratagem was discovered, the book case was locked, and the key
securely kept. Mortified and miserable, Watson lay awake whole
nights thinking about the books, and devising means to obtain them.
His mistreSs, (for so she may be called) he knew, was inexorable on
this subject. To use stratagem again, he thought wrong and dangerous.
When in this state of mind he found a key, and it occ!Arred to him
thet it might possibly open the book-case. In her aie4ence, alitated
by fear lest he should not succeed, and by a sense of guilt, ,e'tieving
he was doing a wicked thing, he made the experiment, and was success-
ful. He took out e volume, read and returned it again when he found
the/lady was absent, and took another. This practice he continued
until he had read every book in the closet. Watson, you know, was
one of the most conscientiously honest men that eve' breathed, and
he said (and I fully believe his declaration) that this was the only
theft he ever committed. It is not distinctly recollected whether
he remained in tNesame family where the incident related occurred,
or removed to dnother place. I can only say that the facts which
follow are substantially correct.
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The gentleman with whom he lived keepi,Ig a tavern and retail store,
taught him writing and arithmetic, in order that he might be a use-
ful assistant in his business. As soon as capable of service, Watson
was employed inthe store and in the bar-room, as circumstance re-
quired. Still his belovA books occupied his attention at every
'eisure moment. Addison's Spectator fell into his hands, and was
read with great delight. But prefixed to each number he usually fcund
a Latin sentence which he could not understand. This was a source of
great mortification, and excited an intense desire to learn Latin
About this time, when perhaos he was eleven or twelve years old, he
got poss-ssion of a copy of Horace and an old broken Latin Dictionary,
and with these instruments, without a grammar or any other aid, he
commended learning Latin. By unremitted diligence and vast labour he
became able to understand a great part of that difficult author.

While he was thus employed, Alexander Addison, then President of
the Court of Common Pleas in the western district of Pennsylvania,
lodged at the public house were Watson lived, and returning to his
lodgings one night at a late hour, after the family had retired to
rest, he found the young bar-keeper reading Horace by fire light.
Entering into familiar coaversation with Watson, he learned with sur-
prise the study in which he was engaged and the progress he had made.
Addison expressed his delight in finding the lad so laudably employed
and his regret that he was not furnished with better means of obtain-
ing a classical education; and at the same time promised to bring him
suitable books at the next session of +he Court. This was the first
encouraging word the orphan boy had Weard respecting his studies
since the death of his father. Its effect was transporting. In im,
gination he saw himself a learned man, able to read Latin and Greek,
and every thing he wished. The ardently desired time arrived, nd
the judge rode upoto the tavern door. Watson, anticipating ,he
hostler, seized the horse's bridle, and at the same time cast an impa-
tient look at the portmanteau. "I have brought you the books, My
good lad," said the judge. "Never," said Watson, when relating
this incident, "did I experience a more joyful moment. My heart was
so full I could not utter a word." A Latin Grammar, AEsop's Fables,
Selectee Veteri Testamento, and a good Latin Dictionary, was the
treasure.

Havin,, given some general directions respecting the manner of
studying ihe Latin Grammar, and of applying its rules in the cour..ie
of readin 9, the judge promised to furnish such books as would be
suitable at future vriods. This pledge was faithfully redeemed.
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Addison furnished young Watson not only with the Latin and Greek
ciassicks, but also with such words as he judged useful on history,
Belles Lettres, Natural and Moral Philosophy, Metapnysicks, and
other subjects. His own library, which was extensive and well selec-
ted, as well as those of his professional brethren, were at the
service of our friend until his death. Of this kindness Watson al-
ways retained the most grateful remembrance.

After he had made considerable progress inllearning Latin by his
own unaided efforts, he became acquainted with a boy of the same
age with !-imself, and of similar ardour in acquiring knowledge, This
boy was a regular scholar at a grammar school in the village where
Watson lived. When out of school he came to Watson and read over the
lesson of the preceding day, and they prepared together the task of
that which followed. Afterssome time spent in this manner, the
teacher of the school offered his acsistance, and invited Watson,
whenever he had a leisure hour, to come to the school and recite with
his young friend. Of this privilege he availed himself when an op-
portunity offereJ. In this manner he became one of the most thorough
Latin and Greek scholars that I ever knew. I must not here omit to
mention an act of imprudence Often lamented, and probably the cause
of our friend's premature death He and his companion became so
deeply interested in their studies, that three or four hours wa3 the
longest time they uustally permitted themselves to sleep each night.
And that they might not feel drowsy they agreed to eat sparingly of
light food. Under this severe regimen and intense application to
study, at unseasonable hours, ther strength began to fail. Having
read in some book that the tuid bath would invigorate weak constitu-
tions, they rose at day break, gave each other a shower with cold
water immediately from the pump. On Watson the effect was fatal. He
was seized with a chill. A pain in his breast and a cough succeeded,
from which he was never wholly exempt during the remainder of his
life.

Until he was about nineteel years of age he remained in his
station at the counter and in the bar room, improving him-elf
every leisure moment in the ancient classicks, and in various branches
of literature and science. At this period his attainments and worth
became known, and through the influence of the Rev. John M. Millen,
D. D. he was appointed usher in the academy of Canonsburg. Here in
the autumn of 1793, I became acquainted with this amiable and in many
respects extraordinary man. He was my first tutor when I commenced
the study of the Latin language. In this occupation he remained
eighteen months. And his venerable patron believing him worthy the
best
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advantages our country afforded, procured him a place on the Leslie
Fund, in the College of New Jersey. The sum received from this fund
not being fully sufficient to pay boarding and college charges, the
balance and what was necessary for clothing, books, and contingent
expenses, Father M'Millian. (for know-no other name more appropri-
ate than that by which he is usually called in the West of Pennsyl-
vania.) generousl*, offered to pay from his own resources. Having
mentioned this eminently good man, now near eighty years of age,
cannot refrain from saying, that he has aided in educating more young
men than any other individual in.the United States. Living in
patriarchal simplicity, he has been able for more than fiftyiyears to
contribute largely to this important object. In order to relieve his
benevolent and liberal patron from this expense, John Watson, as you
know took charge of the Grammar school in the college, and at the
same time recited in his class. I need not mention to you his stand-
ing as a scholar in _he college, nor his amiable disposition, con-
ciliatory manners, unblemished morals and unaffected piety. With his
eminence in all these respects you are well acquainted. Althouah our
lamented friend had made high attainments in literature and science
before he entered college, I doubt hether any individual has derived
more advantage from a college life He was vepared to receive the
benefits whith the institution afforded. He formed regular and sys-
tematic habits of study. He became acquainted with his own powers.
He learned perfectly many things of which, as he was accustomed to
say, he had previously only a smattering. On returning to his native
state, greatly improved in the opinion of all who knew him, he was
immediately chosen principal of the academy at Canonsburg; and soon
after by an able and powerful appeal to the Legislature he obtained
theicharter of Jefferson College.

To those who were not personally acquainted with this ,uncommon
man, I would hardly dare to say how highly I estimate his literary
and scientific attainments. I know he could translate with facility
French, Spanish and Italian; that he was a good Hebrew and Arabic
scholar; that he had collected and written in short hand copious ma-
terials for a large work which he intended, if his life had been
prolonged, to prepare for the:press.

Permit me to add, that to me there always appeared something
very peculiar in the mental character of this man. Although his early
education was so irregular, and he had read so many and so various
books, there was notiling confused and heterogeneous in his mind on
any subject. His knowledge was not a mere historical detail of the
opinions of others. His own sentiments,vhich were definite and fixed,

xli

he could unfold in language simple, clear, forcible, and not unfre-
quently elegant. He often said his memory was very deficient and
treacherous. And if by a good memory we unrlerstand the power of re-
collecting words that have little or no connexion, or of repeating
the precise language of a speaker or writer, his remark was in some
degree true. In these respects he possessed no uncommon faculty. But
in remembering facts, arguments, and the substance of any thing he
had read or heard, I never knew his supetior. His intellectual fur-
niiAre seemed to be arranged and classed in a manner so orderly, that
he could without effort seize analogies fit to illustrate his meaning,
and recur to principles and facts-necessary to complete his argument.
At about the age of thirty years our lamented friend, possessing a
mind pure, vigorous and en1;ghtened, and a heart affectionate, bene-
volen and pious, was removed to a better world, esteeming in death,
as he had long done in life, the simple truths of the gospel of
infinitely more value than all human science.

With high es_eem, I am, dear Sir,
Your friend «ad obedient servant,

JAMES CARNAHAN
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An Address
Daniel A. Nhite
1830
Foote cc:: Brown, Printers: Salem

"Fears have been expressed by some, that associations,
so n,rrerous andextensive may become dangerous to our civil and religiou5 lihe,-ties, by leadingto conbinations, or parties, hostile to the interests of the people atlarge. But the design of 'ceums is altogether of a beneficent , ,dpublic nature. They can L no concealed plan,:- or operations, norany purposes whatever, wide _o not alike concern the whole people."

Discusses trends and improvements in education.

1. Describes the design and purpose of the lyceum.
2. Discusses features of education and improvements that would "be beneficialto the system.
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an

ADDRESS,

delivered at Ipswich,

before

THE ESSEX COUNTY LYCEUM,

at their

FIRST ANNUAL MEETING,

May 5, 1830.

BY DANIEL APPLETON AHITE.

"What is a man,
"If his chief good, and market of his time,
"Be but to sleep, and feed? P beast, no more.
"Swee, he, that mada us with sach large Jiscourse,
"Looking before, and after, gave us not
"That capability and godlike reason,
"Ts' fust in us unused."

SHAKSPEARE.

SALEM:
Foote & Brown, Printers--Court Street.

1830.
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ADDRESS.
I CONGRATULATE you, my friends, upon the present meeting,

as the result of your successful exert-:ons to establish Lyceumsin your respective towns, and to form a County Association to
co-operate with them, in the noble work of mutual improvement
and the diffusion of useful knowledge.

In this Introductory Address, nothing more will 'oe attempted,than to offer some remarks upon the design of Lyceums, their
leading objects and advantages, the value of 'ulowledge, the
importance of education, especially self-education; and to glanceat a few of the great variety of topics, which may be usefully
discussed or investigated in these institutions.

As the Essex County Lyceum owes its existance to the localLyceums of whichlt is the representative, so it is especially
designed to advance their interests and usefulness. This itwill be enabled effectually to do, in thesimple manner pointedout in its constitution; the principal oblect of which is to
provide fo r! keeping up a feiendly intercour,-- between the severalTown Lyceums, within the County3 and for collecting from allof them, as well as from other sourcGs, such valuable facts and
information, as may be usefully transm:tted, in a systematized
form, to each Lyceum in return, that each
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with the' poet, that " a little learning is a dangerous thing."
But, in our community certainly, there is too much good sense
prevailing among the people, on this subject, to justify such
apprehensions. They neither expect, nor desire, in these in-
stitutions, courses of learned lectures on abstrusesbranches
of sciente, beyond their ability to comprehend or apply to a
valuable purpose. The knowledge, which is most desirable to
them, is that general acquaintance with the works and laws of
the material world, which tends to elevate and enlarge the
mind; and that perception of their own nature, duties, and
means of happiness, which may assist them in improving their
condition in life, and advancing themselves in moral And
intellectual excellence. Is not a little of this sort of
learning better than none? Is not much of it desirable? This,indeed, is conceded. Let then every institution for producingand disseminating it be encouraged. Fear not that this will
tend to disturb the sober habits of industry among any portionof the people. Every acquisition of usefulanowledge, everyexercise of the mental faculties to obtain it, will, on thecontrary, serve to confirm those habits, to give juster views
of moral obligation and the duties of social life, and to
prevent that heedless dissipation, which, in a greater or lessdegree, inevitably results from the idleness of leisure hours.Others again, who fear no particular evil consequences
from the introduction of Lyceums, affect to regard them asuseless, and, like some other great societies and utopian
projects of the day, little more

11

than a vain parade, as the name itself would seem to indicate.
But why are they useless? Because knowledge may be better
obtained from books than from lectures, especially since books
have become so cheap and abundant. But are there not many who
are still unable to procure the books necessary fer affording
them the variety of information, which they desire, even hadthey time to peruse them? Are there not many, too, unaccustomedto the practice of reading, who, from the habit of listening
to discourses, would derive essential benefit from lectures?
Would not many, who abound in books more than in leisure forreading them, gladly accept from a lecture what might cost themmany hours to find in books? Might not all receive,.in this
way, valuable hints, and a salutary mental excitement?* Andis not the multiplicity of books, in itself, a great evil tothose who cannot discriminate between the good and the bad,
between those which improve and those which corrupt the mind?
Has not a flood of worthless publications swept away, or buriedout of sight, works of real value, on which past generations
had fixed the stamp of merit? Are not many of the most fascinatingvolumes of the day fraught with pollution to the mind of the youth-ful reader? Will not the indiscriminate perusal of them vitiatethe taste and imagination, prevent habits of thought and reflection,without which all reading is useless; and create a disinclination,if not a

*The late eminent Dr. Rush says, (Essays, &c. p. 47,) "The
perfection of the ear, as an avenue to knowledge, is not sufficientlyknown. Ideas acquired throughtthat organ are much more durable
than those acquired by the eyes."
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suited to the wants and circumstances of society, and which is
calculated to improve and exalt the mind and heart of him who
receives it, to enlighten and aid him in the duties of his par-
ticular calling, in the duties which he owes to his family and
children, who look to him for guidance and instruction; which
he owes to his country and to his God, duties, from the faithful
performance of which, there can be no dispensation. In proportion
as such knowledge abounds, prejudice and vice will disappear. The
effect of all sound knowledge is to vurify the mind from prejudice,
to raise it above low desires and pursuits, to soften and subdue
the passions, and to expand and reflne the affections. The very
exercise of the faculties in acquiring knowledge, the consciousness
of intellectual power which it excites, the rational occupation
and entertainment which it affords, the interesting associations
which it awakens, as well as the stores of thought and contemplatienri
which it gathers for the mind, all have a most salutary influence
upon the moral sentiments and character, and lead directly to the
formation of good principles, and virtuous habits.

We sometimes, indeed, see distinguished talents and attainments
in science, united with depravity and vice. But this is not com-
mon, and it is still less so, that we find those whose understandings
have been judiciously cultivated, and who have advanced themselves
in various learning, deficient in moral rectitude. In all ages of
the world, the most eminent philosophers have generally been
illustrious for

25

the** virtues. But, however particular causes may operate in some
instances to counteract the moral influence of knowledge upon the
individual, it will be found universally the case, that the age
and country, which are the most enlightened by knowledge, are also
the most virtuous and happy.*

It is not because I supposed the truth of what has now been
urged in behalf of knowledge would be questioned by any one, that
I have thus dwelt upon the subject, but because, like many other
admitted truths, it is apt to be practically disregarded; and be-
cause the deeper our impression is of the value of knowledge, the
stronger will be our desire to possess it, and the more strenuous
our efforts to diffuse its blessings among our fellow men. In

proportion as knowledge ceases to be cultivated, the deplorable
evils of ignorance and moral darkness will return. Knowledge is
the true light of the mind, and as essential to it for its safety
and guidance, as natural

*A writer of the present day, in England, after stating that
"no fact of human nature is better ascertained than that the classes
of men, whose range of ideas is the narrowest, are the most prone
to vice," observes Of the English population that "in the narrow-
ness of the circle of ideas and its effect upon morals, no-class
comes so near the lowest of all as the highest in wealth and
fashion. Few individuals in that class, he says, can endure books,
or have profited by the forms of education through whtch they have
passed. being exempt from the cares of life, they have none of those
ideas which the occupations of the middle classes force them to
acquire. The circle of their ideas, therefore, is confined to their
amusements and pleasures, the ceremonial of fashionable life, the
private history of a few scores of families, which associate with
one another only, which they call the world, and which in truth are
the world to them. The demoralizing effect of these monotonous

-1-k4c 1111,81e.AW rArr1p nf idpas. is the same with the
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individual, it will be found universally the case, that the age
and country, which are the most enlightened by knowledge, are also
the most virtuous and happy.*

It is not because I supposed the truth of what has now been
urged in behalf of knowledge would be questioned by any one, that
I have thus dwelt upon the subject, but because, like many other
admitted truths, it is apt to be practically disregarded; and be-
cause the deeper our impression is of the value of knowledge, the
stronger will be our desire to possess it, and the more strenuous
our efforts to diffuse its blessings among our fellow men. In
proportion as knowledge ceases to be cultivated, the deplorable
evils of ignorance and moral darkness will return. Knowledge is
the true light of the mind, and as essential to it for its safety
and guidance, as natural

*A writer of the present day, in England, after stating that
"no fact of human nature is better ascertained than that the Classes
of men, whose range of ideas is the narrowest, are the most prone
to vice," observes Of the English population that "in the narrow-
ness of the circle of ideas and its effect upon morals, no-class
comes so near the lowest of all as the highest in wealth and
fashion. Few individuals in that class, he says, can endure books,
or have profited by the forms of education through whtch they have
passed. being exempt from the cares of life, they have none of those
ideas which the occupations of the middle classes force them to
acquire. The circle of their ideas, therefore, is conCined to their
amusements and pleasures, the ceremonial of fashionable life, the
private history of a few scores of families, which associate with
one another only, which they call the world, and which in truth are
the world to them. The demoralizing effect of these monotonous
pleasures and this narrow circle of ideas, is the same with the
menotonous occupations of those in the lowest class, who are confined
to the constant repetition of a small number of operations, and whose
senses and thoughts for almost the whole of their working hours are
chained to a few objects." Thus, virtue and happiness prevail most
in those classes of the community, whose minds have the most liberal
range of ideas, and whose occupations are relieved by interesting
objects of thought and feeling. Such must be the case in all
nations, and at all times, as well as in Great Britain, at the
present day.
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light is to the body. We justly feel a deep compassion for theunfortunate being, whose eyes are closed to the sweet light ofthe sun and all the beautiful objects .;t exhibits; and surely heis not less entitled to our compassion, whose mind is darkened byignorance and closed to the pure delights of knowledge, and who,instead of being cheered and guided through his journey of lifeby reason, and truth, and intelligence, is assailed by the foulharpies of vice, haunted by the phantoms of superstition, orseized upon by the furies of fanaticism.Such being the value of k.lowledge, we perceive, at once,the immense importance of education; a subject, which has alwaysinterested the learned, and which now engages universal attention.Yet, after all the inquiries and speculations upon this subject,the views generally entertained of education appear to be limitedand imperfect. We are apt to regard it as confined to the seasonof youth, or, if extended beyond that period, as belongingexclusively to those, with whose prdfession or occupation itis particularly connected. Juster views would lead us to considereducation as the personal and practical concern of every individual,and at all periods of his life. I shall net presume, at thistime, to tax your patience by entering, at large, upon this fruit-ful theme, but shall hope to be indulged in a few desultory remarks,chiefly respecting self-education, as more immediately applicableto the consideration of Lyceums.
Education, in the most extensive sense of the term, compre-hends every thing which is conducive

27

to the cultivation of our nature, and to our advancement innecessary knowledge. In this comprehensive view of the subject,certain philosophers have considered education as the cause ofthe great difference among mankind, as to intellectual and moralattainments and character. Mr, Locke, that profound explorerof the human mindi, and the first author of a systematic treatiseon education, says, "That of all the men we meet with, nine partsof ten are what they a: e, good or evil, usdful or not, by theireducation. It is that which makes the great difference in man-kind;" including, as he did, in his view of education, the earliestimpressions of ;,--4'anf.y, as well as all the efforts for self-education th- e. Sir Isaac Newton relied for success,in all his 'ons, upon the per-rwering exertion of hisfaculties, . chan the possession oI any superior endowments,and attributed his glorious discoveries in science to unweariedindustry and patience of thought, not to extraordinary, naturalsagacity.* Though we may not adopt these opinions in their fullextent, yet no one will doubt that much depends upon human exertion,and that education, if it cannot perform every thing, possessesincalculable power, and demands the attention of all who are blestwith understanding and freedom, whatever may be their occupation,or condition,in society. Those who have been favored with ad-vantages of early instruction, or even with a course of liberal

*Lord Teignmouth says, "It was a favorite opinion of SirWilliam Jones, thet all men are born with an equal capacityfor improvement."
Life prefixed to Works of Sir W. Jones,v. 2, p. 299.
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education, ought to regard it rather as a good foundation to
build upon, than as a reason for relaxing in their efforts to
make advances in learning. The design of early education, it
should be remembered, is not so much to accumulate information,
as to develope, invigorate, and discipline the faculties, to
form habits of attention, observation, and industry, and thus
to prepare the mind for more extensive acquirements, as well
as for a proper discharge of the duties of life.*

Those, who have not enjoyed the privileges of early in-
struction, must feel the stronger inducement to avail themselves
of all means and opportunities, in their power, for the cultivation
of their minds and the acquisition of knowledge. It can neverbe too late to begin or to advance the work of improvement. Theywill find distinguished examples of success, in the noble careerof self-education, to animate their exertions. These will teach
them, that no condition of life is so humble, no circumstances
so depressing, no occupation so laborious, as to present in-
superable obstacles to success in the pursuit of knowledge. Allsuch disheartening obstacles combined may be surmounted, as theyhave been, in a thousand instances, oy a resolute and persevering

*"Locke, though educated within her walls (Oxford), was much
more indebted to himself than to his instructers, and was in him-self an instance of that self-teaching, always the most edfficient
and valuable, which he afterwards so strongly recommends. In aletter to the Earl of Peterborough, he observes, 'Mr. Newton learned
his mathematics only of himself; and another friend of mine, greek,(wherein he is very well skilled,) without a master; though, boththese studies seem to requfretthe help of a tutor more than anyother.' In another letter he says, 'When a man has got an entrance
intn anyoof the sciences, it will be time then, to depend on.
himself and rely upon his own understanding, and exercise his ownfaculties, which is the only way to improvement and mastery.'"

Lord King's Life of Locke.
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determination to overcome them. Some of the most celebrated
philosophers of antiquity rose from the condition of sieves; andmany of the most learned among the moderns have educated themselves
under circumstances scarcely less depressing, than those of servi-tude. Heyne, the first classical scholar of Germany, during thelast century, and the brightest ornament of the University of
Gottingen, raised himself from the depths of poverty, by his ownpersevering, determined spirit of application, rather than by su-perior force of natural genius. Gifford, the elegant translator
of Juvenal, struggled with poverty and hardships in early life,
and nobly persevered till he gained the high rewards of British
learning. And Ferguson, the celebrated astronomer and mechanician,
was the son of a day laborer, and, at an early age, was placed at
service with several farmers, in succession; yet, without teachers,and almost without means of instruction, he attained to a high rank
among the philosophers of his time, and, as a lecturer, was listenedto by the most exalted as well as humblest in rank and station. Byhis clear and simple manner of teaching the physical sciences, herendered the knowledge of them more general than it had ever before
been in England, and thhough his learned pubiications he became
also the instructer of colleges and universities. All these
extraordinary men have left memoirs of themselves, detailing the
struggles through which they passed, which will forever teach
persevering resolution, against opposing obstacles, to all whohave a love of knowledge or a
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desire for improvement:* What encouragement may they not afford
to those who hav,- nosuch struggles to encounter, and who can
obtain without difficulty the means of instructing themselves?
There would seem to be no apology at the present day, in this
country at least, for extreme. ignorance, in any situation or
coridition of life. The most valuable knowledge, that which is

essential to moral cultivation, is certainly within the reach
of all.

Innumerable are the instances of successful self-instruction,
not only among men of bright natural talents, but among those of
apparently moderate powers; not only against the force of early
disadvantages, but against that of the most adverse circumstances
of active and public employment. The highest honors of learning
have been won amidst laborious professional duties, ard the
pressing cares of state. Hardy seamen, too, who have spent their
days in conflict with the storms of the ocean, have found means
to make themselves distinguished in science and literature, as
well as by achievements in their profession. The lives of
Columbus, Cook, and Lord Collingwood gloriously attest this fact.
Our own country has produced her -011 proportion of self-taught
men, statesmen and civilians, philosophers and men of science. At
their head stand Washington and Franklin, neither of whom enjoyed,
in early life, advantages of education equal to those which are
afforded by some of our free sdhools to the humblest of the
people. And there is not, prob-

*See prefixed to Ferguson's Lectures, and Gifford's Juvenal,
the simple and affecting narratives of their respective literary
adventures.
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ably, now upon the earth, a more honorable example of self-education,
than our own La Place, alike profound in science, and
accomplished in the practical duties of life, and whose brilliant
reputation has already become national property.

These great examples show much an individual may accomplish
for .himself by vigorous and persevering efforts in pursuit of
knowledge and the improvement of his mind and character. The
experience and observation of all who have been concerned in
the instruction of others will testify, that success cannot be
anticipated from any possible external advantages of education,
without the pupil's own diligent exertion. Universities, pro-
fessors, and public libraries have no magical powt- tc lye and
to grant knowledge; it must be earned by the 1, im who
seeks it, must be created, in fact, by the powers of the mind
which is blest with it. Difficulties, even, have sometimes a
stimulating effect upon the mind, which is of more value to the
student than the united aid of these splendid advantages. When
faci:ities abound, and the pupil has his instructer and guide
ever at hand, to relieve his embarrassment and lighten his labor,
he is apt to relax in the vigor of his application, and to lose
the main object of early education, mental discipline and strength,
while the information he gains is too superficial to be of much
worth. An ardent desire for knowledge will do more in its
acquisition, than all that wealth and influence can effect.

Let it never be forgotten, therefore, that the various
means and opportunities for improvement, for
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advancement in science, or proficiency in general knowledge, which
are so abundant at the present day, are nothing without atteAtion,
and thought, and persevering exercise of the understanding and
reason. Let no one expect to receive from Lyceums, or other insti-
tutions, any improvement or benefit, but upon the condition that
he exert the powers of his mind in appropriating to himself the
instruction, which is there given. Let him look there, too, for
excitement and direction, in his pursuit of knowledge, still more
than for knowledge itself. And let him bear in mind two of the
rules adopted by Sir William Jones, that illustrious example of
diligence and learning--that "whateter had been attained was
attainable by him"; and "never to glect an opportunity of im-
proving his intellectual faculties, ir acquiring any valuabIG
accomplishment."*

Among the numerous benefactors, who have risen up in our
eventful times, to bless the human race, none will be entitled
to more veneration from posterity, than those who have led the
way in developing the intellectual faculties and moral affections
of the young, inspiring them with a love and desire of excellence,
and stimulating their exertions in the attainment of it; and in
extending among all classes of people the blessings of knowledge,
virtue and happiness. The name of Pestalozzi will be dear through-
out all generations; dear to the friend of humanity, to the lover
of truth and goodness, to the whole family of want; but, above
all, dear to the

*Life of Sir W. Jones, v. 2, p. 298.

33

mother, who so deeply feels her responsibility,,and who will find
in him a never failing guide, to cile-er and animate her in the
discharge of her holy duties. His principles of education, both
in opening the infant mind, and in "escuina the poor from the
dark dominion of ignorance, were as simple.as they were profound,
and as original as they were true to nature.* He found a kindred
spirit in Fellenberg, whose splend;:i establishment at Hofwyl, in
Switzerland, has given additional elebrity to the principles of
Pestalozzi. On that beautiful and 3alubtious spot, the sons of
the wealthy and the poor are educated in the most appropriate
manner, by means of literary and practice institutions, a
spacious farm for agricultural labor and instruction, and a
manufactory of implements and machinery, in which mechanical
skill may be acquired. It is ardently to hr noped, that our
country may yet beblessed with similar establishments. To
introduce them, if only so far as respects the poor, in the
vicinity of our great cities, where they might afford employment
and:instruction to those thousands who are now supported, at
the public expense, in idleness, ignorance, and vice, would be
an object worthy of the best energies of American philanthropy.

The influence of PestalozzZ and Fellenberg extended to
England, and, if it did not enkindle, served to spread the
excitement there in favor of popular education. Renowned as
Brougham may be, as a statesman, his fame with posterity will
probably rest

*See Principles of Pestalozzi, &c, by C. Mayo, LL.D.; also,
Journal of Education, v. 4, p. 97, 414, 548.
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upon:Ihis labors in this great cause. He has gloriously led the
way in providing for the British population some of those blessings
of a free education, which the fathers of New England planted
here. It is but about seven years since the introduction of the
Mechanics' Institution in London; though something of the kind
had before existed, both at Glasgow and Edinburgh. The r:xample
being thus set in London, under thelfauspices of Mr. Brougham,
was immediately fol1owed in the principal provincial towns, and
has since extended eNen to Van Diemen's land, on the opposite
side of our globe; where, we are told, a mechanics' institution
is in successful operation at Hobart Town. These associations
appear to have excited a deep interest among all classes of
people in Great Britain. The Society for thc diffusion of useful
knowledge are furnishing excellent treatises on scientific sub-
jects and the various branches of knowledge, designed for the
extension of popular instruction, and especially adapted to the
use of all such associations.* Similar institutions have, for
some time,

*The learned Committee of this Society, with Mr. Brougham at
their head, proceed in their labors with energy and effect. Their
first undertaking was "the Library of Useful Knowledge," commenced
in 1827, being a series of treatises, published at the beginning
and middle of every month, about seventy of which have already
appeared, embracing subjects of Natural Philosophy, History,
Biography, &c. Last year the Committee commenced, in addition to
these, the publication of "the Farmer's Series," for the more im-
mediate benefit of that class of readers; and also the "Library of
Entertaining Knowledge," comprising "as much entertaining matter as
can be given along with useful knowledge, and as much knowledge as
can be conveyed in an amusing form." They are also proceeding with
the publication of a series of ancient and modern Maps. The British
Almanac, a work of great utility, is likewise published under their
superintendence. All these works appear to be executed with ability,
and ere admirably adapted for the purposes intended. The engravings
are very neat, some of them beautiful. The Preliminary Treatise is
an eloquent and learned discourse by Mr. Brougham, presenting a
masterly exposition of the objects, advantages and pleasures of
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existed in our country, and been conducted, in this vicinity at
least, with much spirit and success. Proficiency in the various
manufacturing and mechanic arts is advanced by a knowledge of the
scientific principles applicable to each; and, therefore, the
immediate design of the mechanics' institution has been to extend
among mechanics and manufacturers the most necessary information
of this description.

Lyceums, as established with us, being constituted by indivi-
duals from all the various professions and occupations, are, of
course, more comprehensive in their objects. The plan of these
institutions nearly resembles that of several associations, which
have sprung up in London within the last five years, composed of
young men engaged in commertial and professional pursuits. These,
we are informed, have lectures delivered to them, once in a week,
upon some branch of science or literature; and also weekly discus-
sions upon historical, moral, and political questions, avoiding
all subjects of a party or purely controversial nature.

This slight account of the plan of the London associations
may suffriciently indicate the course of exercises usually pursued
in our Lyceums, originating in similar 'views, though not adopted
with Anw dme4nnmel no,4r...4A^. 4.h.,



here. It is but about seven years since the introduction of the
Mechanics' Institution in London; though something of the kind
had before existed, both at Glasgow and Edinburgh. The example
being thus set in London, under theauspices of Mr. Brougham,
was immediately followed in the principal provincial towns, and
has since extended even to Van Diemen's land, on the opposite
side of our globe; where, we are told, a mechanics' institution
is in successful operation at Hobart Town. These associations
appear to have excited a deep interest among all classes of
people in Great Britain. The Society for the diffusion of useful
knowledge are furnishing excellent treatises on scientific sub-
jects and the various branches of knowledge, designed for the
extension of popular instruction, and especially adapted to the
use of all such associations.* Similar institutions have, for
som-). time,

*The learned Committee of this Society, with Mr. Brougham at
their head, proceed in their labors with energy and effect. Thiedr
first undertaking was "the Library of Useful Knowledge," commenced
in 1827, being a series of treatises, published at the beginning
and middle of every month, about seventy of which have already
appeared, embracing subjects of Natural Philosophy, History,
Biography, &c. Last year the Comffr tee commenced, in addition to
these, the publication of "the Farm''s Series," for the more im-
mediate benefit of that class of readers; and also the "Library of
Entertaining Knowledge," comprising "as much entertaining matter as
can be given along with useful knowledge, and as much knowledge as
can be conveyed in an amusing form." They are also proceeding with
the publication of a series of ancient and modern Maps. 7he British
Almanac, a work of great utility, is likewise published under their
superintendence. All these works appear to be executed with ability,
and are admirably adapted for the purposes intended. The engravings
are very neat, some of them beautiful. The Preliminary Treatise is
an eloquent and learned disceurse by Mr. Brougham, presenting a
masterly exposition of the objects, advantages and pleasures of

35

existed in our country, and been conducted, in this vicinity at
least, with much spir=,t and success. Proficiency in the various
manufacturing and mechanic arts is advanced by a knowledge of the
scientific principles applicable to each; and, therefore, the
immediate design of the mechanics' institution has been to extend
amon§ mechanics and manufacturers the most necessary information
of this description.

Lyceums, as established with us, being constituted by indivi-
duals from all the various professions and occupations, are, o'
course, more comprehensive in their objects. Thr plan o thcse
institutions nearly resembles that of several 0.41,u_ians, which
have sprung up in London within the last five years, composed of
young men engaged in commeriial cnd professional pursuits. These,
we are informed, have lectures delivered to them, once in a week,
upon some branch of science or literature; and also weekly discus-
sions upon historical, moral, and political questions, avoiding
all subjects of a party or purely controversial nature.

This slight account of the plan of the London associations
may suffticiently indicate the course of exercises usually pursued
in our Lyceums, originating in similar views, though not adopted
with any designed coincidence. In the choice of subjects for these
exercises, we have before us the whole extent

natural science. These excellent publications, moreover, are
remarkably cheap; the Library of Useful Knowledge being afforded
here at the low rate of 15 cents for each number, including the
plates, having 32 closely filled pages, containing in matter
nearly the amount of three times that number of common octavo pages.
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compared with such dazzling objects, those branches of knowledge,
which are so much less imposing to observation, should fail of a
just appreciation, however essential they may be to the growth of
wisdom, and truth, and virtue, the great instruments, ordained
by the author of our being, for producing human happiness, and
advancing the solid welfare of society.

In estimating the comparative value of different branches
of knowledge, as objects of general pursuit, it should be considerad,
whether the cultivation of them is necessary to all, or only to a
portion of the community. There are many sciences and arts, the
flourishing existence of which is highly important to society,
which it little concerns any to study thoroughly, if At all,
excepting those to whose profession or occupation they are appro-
priate. The skill of the professed artist or mechanic affords to
the whole community their practical results and benefits. It might
gratify curiosity, a laudable curiosity, indeed, if indulged without
neglecting more substantial inquiries, to investigate minutely the
scientific principles of the arts, which daily minister to our
comfort or delight; but it could not add materially to the enjoy-
ment, which their productions are designed to afford.

Those ingenious men, who have distinguished zhemselves by
their invertion or skill in the mechanic arts, are justly regarded
as great public benefactors, but not so great, as those, who have
been distinguished forttheir zeal and efficiency in advancing the
intellectual and moral condition of the human race. Mankind
might have better spared a Watt,

41

an Arkwright, or a Fulton, than a Bacon or Locke, an Alfred or
Washington. The beneficent influence of the labors and works of
this class of benefactors is less questionable or precarious,
than of the former. The mighty labor-saving machines, which
have created such prodigious human power, and the want of which
is so much felt, or thought to be felt, after they are once known,
have not, perhaps, in dll instances, added to the amount of human
happiness. Had they never existed, the want of them would not
probably have been felt so severely, as the want of employment
now is by thousands of that class of people, whose labor they
have usurped.* Even the safety-lamp, the glorious invention of
Sir Humphrey Davy, the success of which in preserving human life
was thought to be beyond the reach of accident, seems to have
become subservient to the gains of the avaricious coal-owners,
instead of saving the lives of the poor pit-men; who are compelled
to work intplaces so much more dangerous than formerly, that,
according to a statement publicly made, for the ten years im-
mediately following the use of the safety-lamp, the number of
explosions which took place in the mines, was double that of those,

*Such machines, too, may be the occasion of great loss to the
proprietors. A writer in the Edinburgh Review, (v. 50, p. 354) after
remarking that, in a simple state of society, the cottage weaver, if
he cannot sell his web, becomes an agriculturist, &c. proceeds to
observe: "But a power-loom factory cannot ttc- diverted from its
original destination; and its proprietors continue to work it, even
in the face of a falling market, and of reduced profits, in order to
secure some interest, however small, on their fixed capital. The
extreme delicacy of some of the machinery, used in manufactures,
renders it necessary that work should be continued, even without
profit, lest the machinery should perish by being left inactive. The
rapid improvements in machinery, though increasing the sum of
national wealth, produce for a time great pressure on individuals.
An enterprising merchant may, in 1829, have invested his disposable
capital in machinery, which in 1830 becomes valueless by the
competition of an improved invention."
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which happened during the ten years preceding its introduction.And thus this most benevolent effort of science has been convertedinto the means of destroying the very lives, it was intended to save.It is no part of the design of these remarks to disparage theclaims of mechanical or chemical science, but merely to lead yourminds to a just comparative estimate of that knowledge, which ismost important in general education, and which merits your par-ticular attention as members of Lyceums. The boundless region ofknowledge cannot be explored by any of us, and it concerns usdeeply to direct our inquiries judic5ously, and with a constantreference to our highest good.
On this point, however, the opinions of profound and experi-enced observers of human life and affairs, must be more acceptable,than any thing which it is in my power to suggest. The greatintellectual philosopher, already mentioned, observes: "There areso many things to be known, while our time on earth is so short,that we must, at once, reject all useless learning. The greatobject of education is, to form the pupil's mind, to settle goodhabits, and the principles of virtue and wisdom; and -0 excitehim to a love and imitation of what is excellent and praiseworthy;and to give him vigor, activity, and industry."*
The celebrated bishop Warburton says: 'Of all literaryexercitations, whether designed for the use or entertainment ofthe world, there are none of so

*Locke on Ed., &c.
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much importance, or so immediately our concern, as those which letus into a knowledge of our own nature. Others may exercise theunderstanding, or amuse the imagination, but these only canimprove the heart, and form the human mind to wisdom."*The great British moralist, in his Life of Milton, says, "Thetruth is, that the knowledge of external nature, and the scienceswhich that knowledge requires or includes, are not the great orthe frequent business of the human mind. Whether we providefor action or conversation, whether we wish to be useful or pleasing,the first requisite is the religious and moral knowledge of rightand wrong; the next is an acquaintance with the history of mankind,and with those examples, which may be said to embody truth, andprove by events the reasonableness of opinions. Prudence andjustice are virtues and excellencies of all times and of all places;we are perpetually moralists, but we are geometricians only bychi;nce. Our intercourse with intellectual nature is necessary;our speculations upon matter are voluntary and at leisure." And insupport of these views, Dr. Johnson appeals to Socrates, the ancientsage, who is prover5ialiy known, as having called home philosophyfrom her vain and useless wanderings, to teach man the knowledgeand culture of his own nature, and the practical duties of life.Such are the intimations of these illustrious guides to wisdomand knowledge. The subjects of inquiry,

*See "The Friend, a Series of Essays," by S. T. Coleridge,vol. 1, 192: a work, by the way, deserving more attention thanit seems yet to have received in this country. Whatever some maythink of the author's estimate of Locke, as a philosopher, no onecan be insensible to the powerful and elevating moral influenceof these Essays.
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which they would recommend to our chief attention, afford in-
struction suited to all persons, under all circumstances, and
at all periods of life; instruction, too, which there could be
no difficulty in finding lecturers to communicate, wherever
individuals of judgment and taste, or of literary or professional
leisure are to be found, who are willing to impart to others the
results of their reading and reflection, aiming, as we ever ought
to aim in these Institutions, at usefulness rather than originality.
There are many, we may hope, in our community, who would readily
yield to the advice, which a learned pleader of ancient Rome gave
to those of his own profess.ton, who hAd quitted the busy scenes
of the forum, that they could not better employ and dignify the
evening of life, than in bestowing upon the rising generation
the fruits of their experience and learning.*

Biography, so rich, at the present day, in those "examples
which embody truth," would supply you with materials of never
failiig interest, whatever science or art, or branch of knowledge,
or wisdom you might wish to illustrate or enforce. In tracing
the life and chz,racter of a man eminent for genius or learning,
you would naturally be led to a consideration of his leading objects
of pursuit, as well as his virtues and talents. Important general
views, even of the exact sciences, might thus be given, enlivened
by historical anecdote and sketches of human life. How could
instruction be more agreeably conveyed to a popular audience, as
to the inductive philoso-

*Quintil, 1. 12. ii.
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phy of Bacon, the mental researches of Locke, or the discoveries
of Newton or of Davy, than by exhibiting the virtues and prominent
events in the lives of these great men, together with the progress
and result of their scientific:labors? So, too, all that is most
interesting in the history and description of the useful or the
fine arts might be connected with the lives of those, who have
been most conspicuous in the invention or advancement of them.
But it is the more peculiar province of biography to assist us
in acquiring and communicating that kind of knowledge, which has
been considered as of the highest value and of universal application.
The "virtues of all times and of all places" are eloquent in the
lives of illustrious men. The intellectual and moral developement
of our nature, by'--others, reveals to us our own capacities of
improvement and action, How could a lecturer more clearly demon-
strate the ability of man for self-education, than by the life
of Franklin, or, his moral power over others, than by the history
of Socrates? The biography of the American philosopher has often
been thus applied, and that of the Grecian sage is not less fruitful
of instruction and interest. Socrates was the father of true
philosophy in th e ancient world, and has left an example, which
will never cease to proclaim the moral energies of our nature.
Such were the original and elevating views and principles, which
he unfolded in his discourses, transmitted to us by Plato and
Xenophon, that, although he left nothing in writing himseler, no
author has surpassed him in the veneration of succeeding ages.
From him we might.
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learn how old are some of the most sublime sentiments of truth,and
duty, and how competent we are, with or without the aids of modern
science, to become wise, virtuous and happy. We might learn, too,
how superior was the humble heathen, seeking the divine truths of
immortality, which he could not find, to the proud skeptic, who
glories in the light which surrounds him, yet blindly rejects that,
which alone penetrates the veil of futurity.*

What could be more pertinent to the object of Lyceum meetlngs,
than to introduce the wise and good of other times, uttering anew
their best thoughts, and exhibiting again the virtues, which have
always inspired admiration? History, it has been said, is
philosophy teaching by example. Biography would thus instruct us,
both by precept and example; together with finished models of
excellence, she would

*A few words may here be acceptable from the discourse of
Socrates with his friend Aristodemus, concerning the worship and
providence of God, as translated by Cudworth, in his great work,
"The Intellectual System," (v. 2, p. 285.)

Aristodemus says, "I despise not the Deity, 0 Socrates, but
think him te be too magnificent a beAng to stand in need of my
worship." Socrates replies, "How much the more magnificent and
illustrious that being is, who takes care of you; so much the more,
in all laason, ought he to be honored by you."

Aristodemus discovering his disbelief of Providence, " as being
incredible, that one and the same Deity should be able to regard all
thinks at once," Socrates says to him, "Consider, friend, I pray you,
if that mind, which is in your body, does order and dispose it every
way, as ft pleases; why should not that wisdom, which is in the
universe, be able to order all things therein, as seems best to it?
And if your eye can discern things several miles distant from it,
why should it be thought a thing impossible for the eye of God to be-

, hold all things at once? And if your soul can mind things both here
and in Egypt, and in Sicily, why may not the great mind or wisdom of
God, be able to take care of all things, in all places?"

Such was the manner of Socrates, in teaching the truths of
natural religion and inculcating the moral duties of man. It is
worthy of remark, that in illustrating the wisdom and goodness of
God from the marks of benevolent design in his works, he drew the
same evidence from the structure of the human frame, that Paley
has so beautifully extended and developed in his admirable work
upon Natural Theology.

Xenophon's Mem. of Socrates, by S. Fielding, p. 56.
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deliver to us the lessons of sound philosophy, the truths of science,
the principles of art, and the results of general knowledge.

Thus, my friends, have I endeavored to discharge the duty,
assigned to me on this occasion. In giving you so freely the senti-
ments and opinions of venerated authors, it has been my wish to add
the weight of their authority to important truths, as well as to
exempiify the principle, before suggested, that, in all the excerciseE
connected with our Lyceums, we ought to aim at utility rather than
originality. It has been my leading purpose to impress you with the
general importance of the subject, and to give you such a view of
the design, advantages and objects of these institutions, as might
serve to deepen your sense of their value, and confirm your resolu-
tion to persevere in the noble cause, in which you have engaged.
Higher motives to exertion cannot be addressed to intelligent,
accountable beings, than are involved in the cause of human improve-
ment; a cause, to which every thing in the condition and prospects
of our country adds importance. These motiyesaapply with peculiar
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how superior was the humble heathen, seeking the divine truths of
immortality, which he could not find, to the proud skeptic, who
glories in the light which surrounds him, yet blindly rejects that,
which alone penetrates the veil of futurity.*

What could be more pertinent to the object of Lyceum neetings,
than to introduce the wise and good of other times, uttering anew
their best thoughts, and exhibiting again the virtues, which have
always inspired admiration? History, it has been said, is
philosophy teaching by example. Biography would thus instruct us,
both by precept and example; together with finished models of
excellence, she would

*A few words may here be acceptable from the discourse of
Socrates with his friend Aristodemus, concerning the worship and
providence of God, as translated by Cudworth, in his great work,
"The Intellectual System." (v. 2, p. 285.)

Aristodemus says, "I despise not the Deity, 0 Socrates, but
think him to be too magnificent a being to stand in need of my
worship." Socrates replies, "How much the more magnificent and
illustrious that being is, who takes care of you; so much the more,
in all reason, ought he to be honored by you.

Aristodemus discovering his disbelief of Providence, " as being
incredible, that one and the same Deity should be able to regard all
thinks at once," Socrates says to him, "Consider, friend, I pray you,
if that mind, which is in your body, does order and dispIse it every
way, as it pleases; why should not that wisdom, which is in the
universe, be able to order all things therein, as seems best to it?
And if your eye can discern things several miles distant from it,
why should it be thought a thing impossible for the eye of God to be-
hold all things at once? And if your soul can mind things both here
and in Egypt, and in Sicily, why may not the great mind or wisdom of
God, be able to take care of all things, in all places?"

Such was the manner of Socrates, in teaching the truths of
natural religion and inculcating the moral duties of man. It is
worthy of remark, that in illustrating the wisdom and goodness of
God from the marks of benevolent design in his works, he drew the
same evidence from the structure of the human frame, that Paley
has so beautifully extended and developed in his admirable work
upon Natural Theology.

Xenophon's Mem. of Socrates, by S. Fielding, p. 56.
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deliver to us the lessons of sound philosophy, the truths of science,
the principles of art, and the results of general knowledge.

Thus, my friends, have I endeavoeed to discharge the duty,
assigned to me on this occasion. In giving you so freely the senti-
ments and opinions of venerated authors, it has been my wish to add
the weight of their authority to important truths, as well as to
exemplify the principle, before suggested, that, in all the excercises
connected with our Lyceums, we ought to aim at utility rather than
originality. It has been my leading purpose to impress you with the
general importance of the subject, and to give you such a view of
the design, advantages and objects of these institutions, as might
serve to deepen your sense of their value, and confirm your resolu-
tion to persevere in the noble cause, in which you have engaged.
Higher motives to exertion cannot be addressed to intelligent,
accountable beings, than are involved in the cause of human improve-
ment; a cause, to which every thing in the condition and prospects
of our country adds importance. These motivesaapply with peculiar
force to those, whom providence has blessed with influence in so-
ciety, or with the treasures of science and knowledge. Exert your
influence in advancing the well-being of society, and communicate
freely of the treasures, which you possess. These are treasures,
which you cannot bequeath to your friends, which you cannot leave
to be inherited by your children. Labor, then, to impart them
while you may; you cannot make a
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nobler benefaction, or one which will leave in the world amore precious memorial of your existence in it; and, while
you enrich the minds of others with knowledge, and bless
society by its influence, you will provide for yourselves
a pure enjoyment, and contribute your al.' to strengthen the
foundations of the great temple of public liberty and socialhappiness.

Published by order of the Essex County Lyceum.

APPENDIX.

It has been thought that some more particular information
may be desirable, respecting Lyceums, and the introduction ofthem in this County, than could be given in the preceding dis-course, consistently with its paan or the time allotteid forits delivery. The following selections and remarks, therefore,are added by way of an,Appendix.

In Feb. 1829, a public meeting was held in Boston, con-sisting of members of the Legislature and other gentlemen, atwhich a committee was appointed to collect information concerningLyceums in this Commonwealth, and report at a similar meetingto be held during the ensuing session of the Legislature. Atthis second meeting, held Feb. 19, 1830, his Excellency GovernorLincoln presiding, committees were appointed for the severalcounties, to collect and diffuse information on the subject ofLyceums, and to report at another meeting during the next wintersession of the General Court. At a general meeting of thesecounty committees, a central committee of Massachusetts waschosen of which the Hon. A. H. Everett is chairman, for thepurpose of corresponding with the committees in the severalcourties. The first circular of this central committee hasjust been issued, and contains, among other things, the followingauthentic summary information concerning Lyceums.
"A Lyceum is a voluntary association of persons for mutualimprovement. The subjects of thettr inquiries may be, the sciences,the useful arts, political economy, domestic economy, or suchother matters as are best adapted to the wants, or inclination,or employments of the members, and may vary according to timesand circumstances. The more frequent topics, thus far, havebeen, the exact sciences, in their application to the arts andpurposes of life; withoothers of a practical nature, and suchas are profitable to persons of different classes and ages."The regulations of these associations are few and simple,and resemble those which are adopted in small benevolent societies.The

7
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officers are, usually, a President, Vice President, Treasurer,
Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, and--Managers,
who, together, constitute a Board of Directors.

"The exercises of the Lyceum, are, familiar lectures from
men of education in the town, or from other members who investigate
particular subjects fov' the occasion; also, discussions and debates.
In some small Lyceums, or in the classes into which the larger
are divided for occasional purposes, the exercises are free con-
versation, written themes, recitations, or mutual study. The
lectures are sometimes procured at the expense of the Lyceums; more
frequently they are given by the members, and in this case, are
always gratuitous.

"The persons who associate are of any age,.add from any class
in society, sustaining a good character; all who are in pursuit of
knowledge, more particularly the young and Middle aged. The system
is specially adapted to teachers of every grade; thP more advanced
pupils in the various schools, and enterprising youg men already
engaged in business, who have done with schools, but who)thimst for
more knowledge. Ladies are invitedto be present at the lectures
and discussions, not &,s ar-tive members, but to participate fn the
benefits.

"The meetingc are-in the evenings, usually at intervals of
one or two weeks; but are, in most places, suspended during the
bustest part of the summer season.

"It is highly important to the efficiency of a village Lyceum,
that its inquiries be aiaed by apparatus. The more simple aird
cheap kinds are procured. Early foundations have also been laid,
for interesting collections of minerals and other Cabinets of
science. Many Lyceums have valuable libraries for the use of their
members. In some instances, these have been formed anew, and in
others, a union has been effected with social libraries, already
existing: an arrangement which, it is believed, will be found
profitable to both parties.

"Associations, under the name of Lyceums, were first formed in
_the south part of the county of Worcester in the autumn of 1826;

:ome existed before on a similar principle, under other
names. They nave been gradually extending in this State to the
present time. The number of town Lyceums reported at thespublic
meeting was 78; in Suffolk county, 1; Essex, 14;* Middlesex, 16;
Norfolk, 6; Plymouth, 4; Barnstable, 3; Nantucket, 1; Bristol, 2;
Worcester, 23; Hampshire, 2; Hampden, 3; Franklin, 1; Berkshire, 2.
The information received was incomplete, particularly in regard to
the four western counties.--There are County Lyceums in Worcester,
Middlesex, and Essex counties. A county Lyceum is composed of
delegates from such town Lyceums as choose to unite; the union is
formed for some purposes of

*At present 18.
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common interest, and meetings are held once or twice a year. It
is but an association of Lyceums, as a town Lyceum is of individual
persons.

"A Lyceum is easily formed in almost any country village oil
neighborhood. It requires two or three active, enterprising, matter-
of-fact men, to collect their friends together, take hold of any
topic öf common interest, adopt a few regulations, and go to work.
There is nothing mysterious, nothing difficu.k., in the process, if
the members have only a desire for knowledge and improvement, and
each resolves to do his own part inssuggesting topics, promoting
investigations, and solving inquiries. The social principle is
brought into active operation; and where energy and promptness 4re
the order of the day, a Lyceum be m^s a most profitable school
of mutual instruction.

"The advantages of this kind o ass...ociation, where the experi-
ment has been faithfully tried, are greet amd obvious; but they
cannot here be named. The committee-,. hmmevar, can venture the
assurance with perfect confidence, tnlat. the P,:tmerican Lyceum promises
a very extensive diffusion of practilz-al tand wseful knowledge. Their
beneficial influence is soon manifest, in the improved character of
schools and teachers, in the mental kabits TT all classes engaged in
them, and in the elevation of the moraT and social character. It
would afford the committee peculiar gratification, to be able to
announce, at the close of the year, that every town in the Common-
wealth has its Lyceum in full operattron., and every populous neighbor-
hood, its branch or class in connexiab with the Lyceum of the town."

In the County of Essex, public dttention was not particularly
drawn to the subject of Lyceums, till near the close of the year
1829, when a number of gentlemen, from different parts of the county,
met at Topsfield, to consult together concerning the formation of a
County Lyceum. At this meeting, it was judged proper to postpone
the formation of such an institution, till Town Lyceums should be
more generally introduced; and a committee was appointed to address
a circular letter to gentlemen, in all parts of the county, setting
forth the nature and importance of these institutions, and recom-
mending the establishment of them in their respective towns. The
committee was also authorized to fix upon the time for a meeting
of delegates from such Town Lyceums as might be formed, and to
prepare a constitution to be submitted to them, for the purpose
of establishing a County Lyceum.

_ At the time appointed by the committee; which was the 17th of
March last, deiegaLes from seventeen Town Lyceums assembled at
Ipswich, and were organized as a County Lyceum, adopting the consti-
tution, which the committee had prepared. According to this consti-
tution, the Essex County Lyceum is composed of delegates from the
several Town Lyceums; and its object is to advance the interests
of_these
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local institutions, and promote the diffusion of useful knowledge
through the county. The officers are a President, two Vice-
Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and ten Curators, who to-
gether constitute a board of Managers. Semi-annual meetings are
to be held in the months of May and November; the time and place
to be determined by the board of Managers, at each of which a
public address is to be delivered, previous to the commencement
of business.

Each delegation from the Town Lyceums, at these meetings, is
to present "a wtitten report of the condition and usefulness, pro-
ceedings and prospects, of the Town Lyceum which ,t represents.
Such report to spet-fy the methods of instruction adopted by the
said Lyceum, the subjects of the lectures delivered, the questions
debated, the number of meetings, the times and p aces of meeting,
the number of tickets disposed of, and, inggenerd', all sue' facts
and circumstances, as may be interesting and useftl." No delegation
is to be recognised without such a written report. The secretary
is "to compile from the reports of the delegations a general
report, and circulate it to the Corresponding Secretaries of of
the several Lyceums, to be communicated by them to the bodies
to which they respectively belong."

It is the duty of the Curators "to facilitate and provide
for an intercommunication of lectures, and an interchange of
civilities and accommodations between the Town Lyceums. The
constitution may be altered by a vote of two thirds of the members
present at any semi-annual meeting, the alteration having been
proposed at the semi-annual meeting next preceding. It was
determindd by the delegates that the meeting in May should be
considered as the annual meeting; and that an introductory Address
should be delivered at the first annual meeting, to be held on
the first Wednesday of May, at Ipswich.

The circular letter of the Committee appointed to prepare
the constitution, contained an able exposition of the circumstances
which call for the institution of Lyceums, and the benefits which
would result from them.

"Every one who looks over the surface of our towns, (say the
Committeo) must be convinced that there are many minds among us,
endowed by nature with brilliant faculties, and framed by their
Creator for great usefulness and honor, which pass through their
earthley existence enveloped in the darkness of ignorance, and
untouched by any springs of improvement; without shedding light
upon truth, without giving an impulse to knowledge, and without
offering a motive to virtue.

"It is the opinion of the Committee that this lamentable
waste of intellectual resources, of the treasures of mind, may to
a great extent be prevented. They think that much might be done
towards this end by the establishment of LYCEUMS in the several
towns. Such institutions,
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organized with a just and careful reference to the condition and
circumstances of the places in whddh they propose to conduct cheir

operations, cannot fail, if supported with zeal and guided .)y
discretion, to work out invaluable results. They will call forth
latent talent, encourage a spirit of study and inquiry, and give

a predominant relish for a purer and nobler kind of entertainment

and recreation, than our people areat present accustomed to seek.

It would not be long before it would be discovered that there is

no amusement so worthy of our patronage, or, in itself, so con-

ducive to our happiness, as that in which the curiosity of the

intellect is awakened and gratified, and the mind exercised in

the rational, invigorz=ting and delightful employment of drinking

in new and refreshing draught.; of knowledge,"
"In our most pnpulous towns there are many gentlemen whose

professional pursuits and extensive attainments would enable them

to diffuse among their fellow-citizens, in the form of popular
iectures, information of the most valuable kind. The exercises

at Lyceums would afford opportunity to industrious, ingenious,

and intell4genteindividuals to spread far and wide throughout
the community, knowledge which, by being buried in public

libraries and in ponderous volumes, is at present accessible to

a few only. There is no class in society that would hot be
benefited by the operation of these institutions."

"The importance of scientific knowledge to persons engaged
in the several mechanical and manufacturing trades, must be
apparent to all. In the operations of their business, in the use

of their materials, in the construction and action of their

machinery, the principles of natural philosophy are to a greater

or less extent continually unfolded and applied."
"There is no class of men, who stand in greater need of

instruction in science, or who could make a more effectual use
of it, thannthe cultivators of the soil. In the fields, which

they are called to till, they would find occasion for all the
information that can be obtained from agricultural chemistry; in

their gardens and orchards they could make a most pleasing and

profitable application of the knowledge of botany. An acquaintance

with the principles of mechanics would faGilitate the use, and

quicken invention in the improvement, of their implements of labor.

Indeed, from all the departments of natural science they could

derive agreeable and useful information. It is impossible to
conceive, much more to describe, the benefits which would result

to the whole country, bythe advancement that would be made in
practical husbandry, in consequence of the wide and general dif-

fusion among our agricultural population of the principles of

useful science."
"The attention of our intelligent, enterprising, and patriotic

citizens is at present prevailingly directed to the developement
of the internal resources of the nation, by the means of surveys,

canals, railroads, and
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otfit1,7 improvements. The riches and strength of a free And civilized
com0,kInwealth consist chiefly in the well informed and ?%11 cultiva-
teg minds of its citizens. The treasures that lie benath the soil
canr,ot be drawn forth and used.cto the best effect, nei_ner cn they
be discovered, unless its surface is occupied by an erc ightemed and
ingenious population. The internal improvement which -41ilanthropists
and patriots should strive most earnestly to promote, Ls the universal
diffusion of the blessings of knowledge and science."

"It cannot be doubted for a moment that there are rlany intel-
ligent individuals, many who can appreciate the vaTae o ' knowledge,
in every town throughout the county. Let such individuils, however
limited their present resources, however modest theilr pretensions,
however small their number, associate themselves for the purpose
of diffusing knowledgeand of mutual instruction; let Mem allure
as many as they can to co-operate with them; let them pwrsue their
objects zealously and patiently, and, however unpramisifpg the
prospect may be at fir3t, let them not despair. TMey 4711 undoubted-
ly sudceed in establishing an institution that will be a source of
delightful entertainment and great improvement to themselves, which
will spread light and knowledge around them, and operate Twith a
sure and permanent influence in elevating the social, imtiellectual,
and moral character of the community in which they dweE."

Though this clIrcular address haS been widely spreac: through our
community, these portions of it will not be..unacceptablt, and will
impress those, who have not read it, with a ,desire to peruse the
whole. The appeal here made to those who may feel discouraged by
unfavorable circumstances, from attempting the formation of a Lyceum,
brings to recollection the example of Franklin; which is calculated
to inspire all such with resolution to commence and persevere in the
work of mutual improvement, notwithstanding apparent obstacles. He
formed a Lyceum, in effect, though not in name, under more difficult
circumstances than can be found, at the present day, in any of our
towns. No one will doubt this, who has reed the account of his
arrival in Philadelphia, at the age of seventeen, and his early ef-
forts for the improvement of himself and others. "I'began, says he,
now to have some acquaintance among the young people of the town,
that were lovers of reading, with whom I spent my evenings very
pleasantly." At the age of twenty-one, he projected his little
Lyceum, which led to the institution of the splendid Library of
Philadelphia, and also of the American Philosophical Society. His
simple account of his prodeedings in this undertaking is exceedingly
interestingt; besides being appropriate to the subject of this
Appendix; it is, therefore, introduced here, in his own words.
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"In the autumn of tha preceding year, (1727) I had formed most
of my ingenious Acquaintance into a club for mutual improvement,
which we called the Junto; we met on Friday evenings. The rules
that I drew up required that every member, in his turn, should
produce one or more queries on any point of morals, politics, or
natural philosophy, to be discussed by the company; and once in
three months produce and read an essay of his own writing, on any
subject he pleased. Our debates were to be under the direction of
a president, and to be conducted in the sincere spirit of inquiry
after truth, without fondness for dispute, or desire of victory;
and to prevent warmth, all expressions of positiveness in opinions,
or direct contradictions, were tfter some time made contraband, and

prohibited under small pecuniary penalties.*
"The club was the best school of philosophy, morality, and

politics, that then existed in the province; for our queries (which

were read the,weekppreceding their discussion) put up upon reading
with attention on the several subjects, that we might speak more
to the purpose; and here too we acquired better habits of conversa-
tion, every thing being studied in our rules which might prevent
our disgusting each other; hence the long continuance of the club.

"At the time I established myself in Pennsylvania, there was
not a good bookseller's shop in any of the colonies to the south-
ward of Boston. Ip New-York and Philadelphia, the printers were
indeed stationers, but they sold only paper, &c., almanacs, ballads,
and a few common school-books. Those who loved reading were
obliged to send for their books from England; themmembers of the
junto had each a

*Dr. Franklin's account of the members of this club is amusing.
"The first members were Joseph Brientnal, a copyer of deeds for the
scriveners; a good natured, friendly, middle aged man, a great lover
of poetry, reading all he could meet with, and writing some that
was tolerable; very ingenious in making little nicknackeries, and

of sensible conversation. Thomas Godfrey, a self-taught mathe-
maLician, great in his way, and afterwards inventor of what is now
called HadZey's Quadrant. But he knew little out of his way, and

was not a pleasing companion, as, like most great mathematicians I

have met with, he expected universal precision in every ching said,
or was forever denying or distinguishing upon trifles, to the
disturbance of all conversation; he soon left us. Nicholas Scull, a
surveyor, afterwards surveyor-general, who loved books, and sometimes
made a few verses. William Parsons, bred a shoemaker, but loving
reading, had acquitted a considerable share of mathematics, which he
first stddied with a view to astrology, and afterwards laughed at it;
he also became surveyor-general. William Mangridge, joiner, but a
most exquisite mechanic, and a solid, sensible man. Hugh Meredith,
Stephen Potts; and George Webb, I have characterized before. Robert
Grace, a young gentleman of some fortune, generous, lively, and witty;
a lover of punning, and of his friends. Lastly, William Colehead,
the best heart, and the exactest morals of almost any man I ever met
with. He became afterwards a merchant of great note, and on of our

provincial judges. Our friendship continued, without interruption,
to his death, upwards of forty years."
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few. We had left the alehouse where we first met, and hired a room

to hold our club in. I proposed that we should all of us bring our

books to that room; where they would not only be ready to consult in

our donferences, but oecome a common benefit, each of us being at

liberty to barrow such as he wished to read at home. This was

accordingly done, and for some time contented us. Finding the advan-

tage of this little collection, I proposed to render the benefit from

the books more common, by commencing a public subscription library.

I drew a sketch of the plan and rules that would be necessary. So

few were the readers at that time in Philadelphia, and the majority

of us so poor, that I was not able, with great industry, to find more

than fifty persons (mostly young tradesmen) willing to pay down for

this purpose forty shillings each, and ten shillings per annum; with

this little fund we began. The books were imported; the library was

open one day in the week for lending them to subscribers, on their

promissory notes to pay double the value if not duly leturned. The

institution soon manifested its utility, was imitated by other

towns, and in other provinces. The libraries were augmented by

donations; reading became fashionable; and our people having no

public amusements to divert their attention from study, became better

acquainted with books; and in a few years were observed by strangers

to be better instructed, and more intelligent than people of the

same rank generally are in other countries.

"This library afforded me the means of improvement by constant

study; for which I set apart an hour or two each day, and thus re-

paired in some degree the loss of the learned education my father

once intended for me. Reading was the only amusement I allowed my-

self. I spent no time in taverns, games, or frolic of any kind, and

my industry in my business continued as indefatigable as it was

necessary. My original habits of frugality continuing, and my

father having among his instructions to me when a boy, frequently

repeated a proverb of Solomon, "Seest thou a man diligent in his

calling, he shall stand before kings, he shall not stand before

mean men," I thence considered industry as a means of obtaining

wealth and distinction, which encouraged me; though I did not think

that I should ever literally stand before kings, which however has

since happened, for I have stood before five, and even had the

honor of sitting down with one (the King of Denmark) to dinner."*

The late Dr. Smith, Provost of the University of Pennsylvania, in

his discourse upon the death of Dr. Franklin, alludes to the Junto in

a manner, which cannot but be interesting to the promoters of

Lyceums. The questions, which he has selected from those discussed

in that club,

*Franklin's Memoirs and Works, V. I. p. 62, 83,4c.
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are curious as a sample of the diversity Uf their inquiries, and

may still be interesting topics of discussion in our Lyceums. "This

society," says Dr. Smith, "after having subsisted fortyvyears, and

having contributed to the formation of some very great men, besides

Dr. Franklin himself, became at last the foundation of the American

Philosophical Society, now assembled to pay the debt of gratitude

to his memory. A book containing many of the questions discussed

by the Junto was, on the formation of the American Philosophical

Society, delitiered into my hands, for the purpose of being digested,

and in due time published among the transactions of that body. Many

of the questions are curious and cautiously handled; such as the

following:
How may the phonemena of vapors be explained?
Is self-interest the rudder that steers mankind; the universal

monarch to whom all are tributaries?
Which is the best form of government, and what was that form

which first prevailed among mankind?
Can any one particular form suit ali mankind?
What is the reason that the tides rise higher in the bay of

Fundy, than in the bay of Delaware?
How may the possession of the lakes be improved to our advan-

tage?
Why are tumultuous, uneasy sensations united with our desires?

Whether it ought to be the aim of philosophy to eradicate the

passions?
How may smoky chimneys be best cured?
Why does the flame of a candle tend upwards in a spire?

Which is least criminal, a bad action joined with a good

intention, or a good action with a bad intention?
Is it consistent with the prinOples of liberty in a free gov-

ernment, to punish a man as a libeller, when he speaks the truth?

These, and similar questions of a very mixed nature, being

proposed in one evening, were generally discussed the succeeding

evening, and the substance of the arguments entered in their books."

Dr. Smith proceeds to enumerate the various institutions and

public improvements introduced by Franklin, as the Library, the

Academy and College, the Pennsylvania Hospital, Fire Companies,

Plan for cleaning, lighting and ornamenting the streets, &c., all

which "he projected and saw established during the first twenty

years of his residence in the City."*
What a contrast does Philadelphia now present, the abode of

science, learning, taste, elegance, and refined enjoyment, to

Philadelphia as first described by Franklin! Much of this change

is justly attributable to

*It must be gratifying to the admirers of this truly great

man, to find that so distinguished a divine as Dr. Smith, who was

intimately acquainted with Dr. Franklin and who says he speaks of

him from a full and experimental knowledge of his character, bears

the following testimony to the seriousness of his views, in the

presence of those, too, who best knew him:

8
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his noble spirit of improvement, and the practice of those humble,
but exalting virtues, which are within the'reach of every class of
people, in all parts of our country. Never was there a louder call
for the exercise of such virtues, for the study and imitation of
such an example, than at the present time.* "The whole tenor of
his life was a perpetual lecture against the idle, the extravagant,
and the proud. It was his principal aim to inspire mankind with a
love of industry, temperance and frugality; and to inculcate such
duties as promote the important interests of humanity. He never
wasted a moment of time, nor lavished a farthing of money, in folly
or dissipation. His inquiries were spread over the whole face of
nature, buttthe study of man seemed to be his highest delight; and,
if his genius had any special bias, it lay in discovering those
things that made men wiser and happier."**

Let it be remembered, how great and extensive were the good
influences of his association for mutual improvew4nt, his spirited
Lyceum for the cultivation and diffusion of useful knowledge. Let
such associations be formed in every town, village, and hamlet in
our community. There cannot but be found two or three persons, at
leastii$n every place, conscious of intellect, and inspired with a
love of virtue and a desire for improvement. Let such unite and
set the example. If they can procure nothing more than Plutarch's
Lives and Mather's Essays to do Good, to which Franklin acknowledged
such obligations, and Paley's Natural Theology, Bigelow's Technology,
Joyce's Scientific Dialogues, or any similar works, they will have
sufficient stock to begin with in their united exercises for in-
structing themselves in moral, practical, and philosophical knowl-
edde. If they are unable to obtain these, let them commence with
the Journal of Education, a valuable periodical, and the plain
Scientific Tracts, now publishing by Mr.

"He believed in Divine Revelation, and the beautiful anaZogy of
history, sacred as well as profane. He believed that human knowl-
edge, however improved and exalted, stood in need of illumination
from on high; and that the Divine Creator has not left mankind
without such illumination, and evidence of himself, both internal
and external, as may be necessary to their present and futurc
happiness. Franklin felt and believed himself immortal!"

The Works of William Smith, D.D., Zate Provost, &c. v, Z,

p. 80 of the Orations.

*"If these pages should fall into the hands of any one, at an
hour for the first time stolen from his needful rest after his
day's work is done, I ask of him to reward me (who have written them
for his benefit at the like hours) by saving three pence during
the next fortnight, buying with it Franklin's Life, and reading the
first page. I am quite sure he will read the rest; I am almost quite
sure he( will resolve to spend his spare time and money in gaining
those kinds of knowledge, which from a printer's boy made that great
man the first philosopher, and one of the first statesmen of his
age. Few are fitted by nature to go so far as he did, and it is
net necessary to lead so perfectly abstemious a life, and to be so
rigidly saving of every instant of time. But all may go a good
way after him, both in temperance, industry and knowledge, and no
one can tell before he tries how near he may be able to approach
him."--Brougham's Practical Observations.

**Memoirs, &c. v. 1, p. 510.
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Holbrook, whose enlightened zeal in this cause gives a pledge that

these will be fully worthy of their attention. As their numbers

and means increase, they may extend the** resources. The Library

of Useful Knowledge, and otner publications of the same society,

mentioned in a note to the preceding discourse, will afford them

every variety of information, which they may desire, and the means

of advancing themselves in science to any degree of proficiency,

that their inclination or ability may prompt them to attain. With

these it would be well to take Walsh's National Gazette, which has

done much to diffuse a healthful spirit of literature, as well as

sound intelligence; and to add to it, as they can, the more elaborate

pericdical works in literature and science. There is no section of

our country, surely, where a sufficient number might not be found

of those who value knowledge, to unite in procuring for their com-

mon improvement most of the works here mentioned, the expense of

which, apportioned among them, they could not feel. In the more

populous places, books are already found, either in the hands of

individuals, or in public or social libraries, in sufficient a-

bundance for the immediate purposes of a Lyceum. Here, the first

efforts may be made in bringing forth their contents to the light,'

and giving them circulation. An apparatus, for illustrating the

sciences, will be an early object of attention, and ultimately a

library of select works, as permanent means of improvement. In all

the measures taken in establishing a Lyceum, the permanence of the

institution should be kept in view. Having been demonstrated to be

useful, in any instance, it must always be so, if properly conducted.

There never can arise a generation of men, to whose minds the light

of science and truth 'will not be propitious. The government has

wisely enacted that Lyceums may form themselves into corporate

bodies for the more convenient management of their property and

other concerns.* Every facility is thus afforded for increasing and

perpetuating the advantages for mutual instruction, which they may

be enabled to obtain, Together with a Library, Apparatus, &c., a

suitable Building, containing rooms for their safe keeping; and

also a Hall specially adapted for the delivery and hearing of

lectures, &c., and the exhibition of philosophical experiments, must

be exceedingly desirable. It cannot be difficult to procure such

abuilding where the members of the Lyceum are numerous, and where,

of course, it would be most important. Arrangements for defraying

the cost of it by annual instalments would render this thletmost

economical, as well as most effectual way of providing the necessary

accommodations for such an institution. The convenience of a public

Hall, constructed with a special view to the purposes of a Lyceum;

would be great in various respects, besides those already alluded to.

The seats might not only be arranged in the best manner for seeing and

*See statute passed March 4, 1829.
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hearing the performances, but so numbered and assigned to individual
members and families, that all might attend together, without
confusion or embarrassment. The Hall would at all times, when
not occupied by meetings of the Lyceum, be an attractive and
suitable place for the debates or literary exercises of any portion
of the members, associating for the purpose of pursuing together
any branch of knowledge or science, in which they might feel a

particular interest. It is an excellence of the Lyceum system,
that it adapts itself to a greater or smaller number of associates,
for all general purposes of instruction. But where the number is
large, separate classes, or sub-associations, may be necessary for

their more effectual progress in mutual improvement. There are
many young men, too diffident to appear before the public in any
literary exercise, who might by free discussions in the presence
of each other, g radually prepare themselves 615r taking a part,
with satisfaction to themselves and others, in lectures or debates

before the whole society. In this manner large associations may
enjoy at a very trifling expense, all the benefits of mutual
instruction, together with interesting public lectures and dis-
custions, for the more general diffusion of knowledge.

The Lyceum system of instruction seems to be regarded by many
as a novelty; but the novelty consists in the name and the extension
of the system, not in the syttem itself. Were it, however, a new
institition, the experiment might be ventured upon as perfectly
safe and harmless, if not certainly advantageOus. Intelligent
beings surely can lose nothing by assembling together for the
improvement of their minds; and something, it should seem, must
be gained from the exercise of social feelings and the expression
of thoughts and sentiments on subjects of common interest. Much

may be gained. In order to this, let those who associate to form
a Lyceum, feel the importance of the object, which has drawn them

together. At all their meetings, let every member be disposed to
contribute his share of effort for the common good, and exert a
vigilant attention for his own benefit. Let the subjects discussed,
and the thoughts and sentiments communicated there, dwell in his
mind after he retires to his home; and let him in conversation
impart them to others, and, by further reflection and inquiry,
make them more familiar to himsetf. Let all do this, and much
will be done for their own improvement, and for spreading the
spirit of improvement in the community around them. An earnest
desire for knowledge and moral worth, and a determination to
attain them will accomplish every thing. Attention, industry,
perseverance, and self-command are in the power of all; so, con-
sequently, are knowledge, virtue, wisdom, and happiness.
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14. lb Dellevea tnat much goad, which might be accomplished,remains unaffected, from the more fact that mankind either donot know that it can be done, or are ignorant of the means toaccomplish it. This, probably,iis particularly true in the de-partment of education.
Were the community only aware of what might be accomplishedin those years, which, by the youth of our country, are devotedto education, could it be seen how much expense is vainly thrownaway, how much time is painfully spent to no good purpose, howoften the young mind is cramped and injured in some of its mostnoble faculties, by the discipline of the school room; could itbe seen how much toil to pupils, vexation to teachers, and ex-pense to parents, a little pecuniary aid, and improved methodsof instruction would save, while the advantages of education wouldbe increased a hundred fold, could all this be seen and realized,such effects would follow as it would now be deemed enthusiasm topourtray.
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 p
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 b
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 b
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 d
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 b
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 b
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 f
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 f
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 m
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 f
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. c
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, c
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 c
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 d
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 b
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 p
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 f
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 f
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 b
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te
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t h
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: d
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 c
or

re
ct

 th
em

, l
et

 h
er

pe
rc

ei
ve

 th
at

 s
he

 h
as

 g
ai

ne
d 

a 
w

ar
m

 in
te
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 c
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ca
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 b
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 b
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, d
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 b
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.
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 c
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 c
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 d
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 o
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, d
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 b
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 b
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 c
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 b
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 c
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 d
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 b
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 c
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e 

fu
tu

re
 w

or
ld

..
T

he
se

 v
ie

w
s.

 m
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 m
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 r
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 m
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 m
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 o
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, d
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l c
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 d
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, p
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 o
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m
ak
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.
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re
gu

la
tio

ns
 th

at
ar

e
ne

ce
ss

ar
y 

; i
f 

th
ey

 ta
ke

 s
uf

fi
ci

en
t p

ai
ns

 to
 s

ho
w

 th
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 o
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 c
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 p
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at
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 d
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 c
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 d
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 b
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ra
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 d
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mind. Though she may not teach from the portico, nor thunderfrom the forum, in her secret retirements she may form and sendforththe sages that shall govern and renovate the world. Thoughshe may not gird herself for bloody conflict, nor sound thetrumpet of war, she may enwrap herself in the panoply of Heaven,and send the thrill of benevolence through a thousand youthfulhearts. Though she may not enter the lists in legal collision,nor sharpen her intellect amid the passions and conflicts of men,she may teach the law of kindness, and hush up the discords andconflicts of life. Though she may not be Cloathed as the ambas-sador of Heaven, nor minister at the altar of God; as a secretangel of mercy she may teach its will, and cause to ascend thehumble, but most accepted sacrifice.
It is believed that tWe.time is coming, when educated femaleswill not be satisfied with the present objects of their low ambitionWhen a woman now leaves the immediate business of her own educationhow often, how generally do we find her sinking down into almostuseless inactivity. To enjoy the social circle, to accomplish alittle sewing, a little reading, a little domestic duty, to enjoythe 41easures of domestic life, these are the highest objects atwhich many a woman of elevated mind and accomplished educationaims. And what does ;he find of sufficient interest or importanceto call forth her cultivated energies and warm affections?But when the cultivation and developement of the immortalmind shall be presented to woman as

55

her especial and delightful duty, and that too, whatever be herrelations in life; when by example, and by experience she shallhave learned her power over the intellect and the affections;when the enthusiasm that wakens energy and interest in all otherprofessions shall animate in this; then we shali not find womanreturning from the precincts of learning a,hd wisdom, merely topass lightly away the bright hours of her maturing youth. Weshall not so often find her seeking the light ddvice to em-broider on- muslin and lace, but we shall see her, with thedelighted blow of benevolence, seeking for immortal minds, whereonshe may fasten durable add holy impressions, that shall never beeffaced or wear away. Where does the painter or the poet turn,without finding in the glowing beauties of nature materials toemploy their wonder-working powers; and where can woman turn,without discovering the gems of intellect, and buds of immortality,that she may gather and train for the skies?
There are certain other defects in the prez,ent system ofeducation which are peculiar to those large establishments inour country called boarding schools.
The evils which many times result frum collecting togethera large number of youth, of all ages, characters, and habits, inone promiscuous family, associating in an unrestrained manner,at school, in the chamber, at table, and in hours of amusement,are often much greater than any possible good which can be secured.A boarding establishment might be so arranged as to becomeone of the safest resorts for pliant
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 f
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t c
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in

g 
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e
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 o
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a 
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l f
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m
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ri
sh
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g 
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itu
tio
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 b
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e
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ci
at

ed
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e
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th
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ou
ld
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e 
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ie
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ed
,
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ve
d 

th
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 th
e 
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te
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e 
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 o
f 
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e 
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e
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 c
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m
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O

ul
d 

it 
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d 
w
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t i

s
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e 
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 o
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.

m
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ni
ng
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o 
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e 
an

 e
st
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hm
en

t,
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ne
 p

er
-

so
n 
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nn

ot
 p

ro
pe
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y

su
st

ai
n 
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e 

du
tie

s 
w
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ch

 d
ev

ol
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up
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 p

ri
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ip
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, i
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be
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ep

lie
d 
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at

 th
is
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ty

i.e
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lts
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m
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o 
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us
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.
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ne
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, t
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t t

he
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 d
o 

no
t a

s 
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ta
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at
e 

th
e

im
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an

ce
 o

f 
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e 
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ur
 in
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ca
tio

n,
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 p
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e 
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nt
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e 
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pp
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g
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t b
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T
he

 o
th
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, t
ha

t o
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 lw
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y 
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ng
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ro
m
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e 
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en
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te
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tio
n 

po
in
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d 

ou
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e
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. n
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 b
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g 
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 r
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ng

, w
ri
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ra
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m
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 m
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e
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 b
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 m
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 f

ur
-

ni
sh

 f
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o
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 d
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t b
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 c

an
 b

e 
em

pl
oy

ed
W

ith
 a

 s
m
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 p
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e 

ad
va

nt
ag

es
 o
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a
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 b
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t c
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 d
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 d
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f 
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 m
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 p
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 c
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itu
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m
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t b

e 
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»,
 a

nd
w

ho
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 c

an
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 th
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ht
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e
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O
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m

y
of

 ti
m

e 
th
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.
T

he
se

 r
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 m
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W
hi
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 c
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 d
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 d
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t d
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 b
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 d
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 b
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 d
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pp
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 c
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y
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d 
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 d
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ll 
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d 
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 f
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m
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e
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ed
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f 
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ry
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it 
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s
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in
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 r
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 b
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ill
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 b
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y
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e 
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en

 a
m

ou
nt
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w
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 f
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-
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s 

w
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ll 
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e 

ne
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ci
lit

ie
s,
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th

 f
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m

se
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, a
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e

O
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w
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 c
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 C
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m
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es
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ug
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.d
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e 
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ug

ht
 in

su
ch

 a
n 
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-

st
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tio
n 

as
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, a

nd
 w

he
re

 th
e

te
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he
rs
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 m
en
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f
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ni
ng
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nd

 e
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er
ie
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be
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t t
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t

th
e 
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ne
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 o
f 
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at
io

n 
m
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t s

to
p 

w
er

e
th

e 
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-

71

ri
es
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nd

 o
th

er
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pp
ar
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 f
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n 
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m
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ed

,
It

 W
ou

ld
 b

e 
un
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ab
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 th

en
, t
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t f
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es
, o

f 
le
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ed

uc
at

io
n 

an
d 
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ie
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e,

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

to
pe

rf
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m
 th

e 
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m
e 

du
tie

s,
 a
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 y

et
 d

ep
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ve
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em
 o

f
eq
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l a
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an
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s 
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m

pl
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hi
ng
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em

.
B
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 c
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s 
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w

he
re

 it
 c

an
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e
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pl
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ed
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an
d 
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er

e 
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e 
fe

w
 w

he
re
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 c

an
no
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re
in
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e 
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pe
ed

, e
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no
m

y 
an

d 
su
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s 
in

 c
om

-
m

un
ic

at
in

g 
kn

ow
le
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e;

 a
nd

 ju
st

 in
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pr
op

or
tio

n 
as

th
es

e 
ar

e 
w

ith
he

ld
, i

n 
ju

st
 .s

uc
h 

'p
ro

po
rt

io
n 

W
ill

 th
e

ad
va

nt
ag

e'
s 

of
 p

up
ils

 a
nd

 th
e 

su
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s 

of
 te
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he
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be

 d
im

in
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he
d.

B
ut
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 th

is
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ut
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n,
 f

or
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an
t
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pp
ar

at
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, s
om

e 
ve

ry
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rt

an
t b

ra
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he
s 
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e

no
t t
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gh
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at
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H

, f
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m
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.b

el
ie

f 
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at
 th

e 
pu
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ce

iv
e 

m
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e 
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fi

t i
n 
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ng
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ie

 w
hi
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ey
 c

an
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e 
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op
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ly
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, t
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n 
th
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e 

in
 w

hi
ch

th
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 c
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t b

e 
th
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ou

gh
ly

 ta
ug

ht
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.
In

 o
th

er
 b

ra
nc

he
s 

m
uc

h 
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e 
is

 lO
st

 a
nd
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h
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ne
fi

t l
ef

t u
ns
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ed
 f

ro
m

 a
 w

an
t o

f 
bo
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s 

fo
r 

th
e

te
ac

lw
rs

.
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r 
no

 s
in

gl
e 
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an

ch
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f 
ed

uc
at

io
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is
'

th
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e 
su

ch
 a

 s
up

pl
y 

of
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ks

 f
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 c
on

su
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tio
n 
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'
ne

ed
ed
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y 
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e 

te
ac

he
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, a
nd

 f
or
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nl
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e 
or
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o 
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er
e 

ev
en

 a
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e 

su
pp

ly
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tu
s.
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te
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ng
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al
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lo
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m
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h 
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tu
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ed
, a

nd
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hi
ch
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po
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an

t d
oe
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no
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 m
ig
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.b

e 
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pp
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ed
, c
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st
 in

 v
er

y 
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pe
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e 
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-
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uc
h 
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e 
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s 
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de
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 in
 te
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ng
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ou
ng

 m
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an
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 c
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an
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ur
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ed
ed

.
T

o 
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en
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 p
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m
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en
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nt
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 c
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al
 p
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, t
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 d
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an
d 
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pe
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an

ce
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f 
th
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r 

in
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st
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r 
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 c
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nt
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un
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ie
s,
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e 
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ar
an

ce
 o

f 
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he
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ed
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of
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y
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 c
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 p
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 r
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at
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f 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

in
 w

hi
ch

 te
ac

he
rs

 w
ill

 n
ot

 f
in

d
a 

gr
ea

t e
co

no
m

y 
of

 ti
m

e 
an

d 
al

er
ts

 S
ec

ur
ed

 b
y 

pi
e-

tu
re

s 
or

 o
th

er
 o

bj
ec

ts
 p

re
se

nt
ed

 to
 th

e 
ey

e.
-

In
 y

ie
w

 o
f 

th
e 

pr
ec

ed
in

g 
st

at
em

en
ts

 th
e 

w
ri

te
r

pr
es

en
ts

 to
 th

e 
fr

ie
nd

s 
of

 e
du

ca
tio

n,
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g

si
tg

ge
st

io
ns

.
It

 is
 f

ou
nd

 th
at

 M
on

ey
 c

an
 b

e 
in

ve
st

ed
in

 a
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

fo
r 

a 
bo

ar
di

ng
 e

st
ab

lis
hm

en
t,.

 in
 s

uc
h

lo
ca

tio
U

 a
nd

 o
f 

su
ch

 a
 c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n,

 th
at

 s
ho

ul
d 

it
ce

as
e 

to
 b

e 
us

ed
 f

or
 th

e 
or

ig
in

al
 p

ur
po

se
, i

t c
ou

ld
,

at
. t

ri
fl

in
g 

ex
pe

ns
e,

 b
e 

ch
an

ge
d 

in
to

 th
re

e
or

 f
ou

r
te

ne
m

en
ts

 a
nd

'a
lw

ay
s 

co
m

m
an

d 
as

 g
oo

d 
a 

re
nt

 a
s

ot
he

r 
pr

iv
at

e 
dW

el
lin

g 
ho

us
es

 in
 th

e 
ce

nt
re

 o
f 

th
e.

ci
ty

.

It
 is

 f
ou

nd
 b

y 
ca

lc
ul

at
io

n,
 th

at
 a

 f
ul

l i
nt

er
es

t
ca

n 
be

pa
id

, f
or

 a
ll 

th
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
ca

pi
ta

l, 
ne

ed
ed

 in
 s

ec
ur

in
g

al
l t

he
 im

pr
ov

ed
 f

ac
ili

tie
s 

w
hi

ch
 a

re
 d

es
ir

ed
, t

ha
t

no
 m

or
e 

ri
sk

 w
ill

 b
e 

in
cu

rr
ed

 th
an

 is
 c

om
m

on
 in

m
on

ey
 in

ve
st

m
en

ts
, a

nd
 y

et
 th

at
 b

y 
ce

rt
ai

n 
m

et
ho

ds
w

he
n 

al
l t

he
 a

dd
iti

on
al

 a
dv

an
ta

ge
s

ar
e 

se
cu

re
d,

 th
e
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ex
pe

ns
e 

of
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

at
 th

is
se

m
in

ar
y 

m
ay

 b
e 

di
-

m
in

is
he

d 
ra

th
er

 th
an

in
cr

ea
se

d.
T

he
 m

in
ut

im
 o

f 
th

es
e

ca
lc

ul
at

io
ns

 it
 is

un
ne

ce
ss

ar
v

to
 p

re
se

nt
 in

 th
ii 

co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
n

; i
t m

ay
 b

e 
pr

op
er

to
 s

ta
te

 th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g,
as

 th
e 

m
et

ho
ds

 b
y 

w
hi

ch
 s

uc
h

im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 c
an

 b
e

se
cu

re
d,

 w
ith

ou
t i

nc
re

as
in

g
th

e 
ex

pe
ns

e 
of

 p
up

ils
.

W
he

n 
pa

re
nt

s 
se

nd
 th

ei
r

ch
ild

re
n 

ab
ro

ad
,

es
pe

-
ci

al
ly

 to
 a

 c
ity

, t
he

ex
pe

ns
e 

of
 d

re
ss

 is
no

 in
co

ns
id

-
er

ab
le

 -
ite

m
, a

nd
 s

uc
h

ar
e 

th
e 

de
m

an
ds

 o
f 

fa
sh

io
n

at
pr

es
en

t, 
th

at
 it

 is
 a

 s
er

io
us

ob
je

tti
on

 to
m

an
y 

pa
re

nt
s

ag
ai

ns
t s

en
di

ng
 th

ei
r

ch
ild

re
n 

to
 s

uc
h

an
 in

st
itu

tio
n

as
 th

is
.

T
he

 v
an

ity
, c

om
pe

tit
io

n,
an

d 
ex

tr
av

ag
an

ce
 o

ft
en

ob
se

rv
ed

 a
t b

oa
rd

in
g

sc
ho

ol
s,

 a
re

 e
vi

ls
to

 b
e 

de
pr

ec
a-

te
d 

an
d 

av
oi

de
d 

if
po

ss
ib

le
.

It
 is

 f
ou

nd
 th

at
 it

 w
ill

be
 p

er
fe

ct
ly

 p
ra

ct
ic

ab
le

to
 a

do
pt

 a
 s

im
pl

e,
 ta

st
ef

ul
,

.a
nd

.e
co

no
m

ic
al

 u
ni

fo
rm

fo
r 

th
is

 in
st

itu
tio

n,
 w

hi
ch

w
ill

di
m

in
is

h 
th

e
ex

pe
ns

e 
of

 d
re

ss
 a

nd
 w

as
hi

ng
,

in
 m

os
t

ca
se

s 
.o

ne
 th

ir
d,

 a
nd

 in
 -

m
an

y
ca

se
s 

m
or

e 
th

an
 o

ne
ha

lf
.

Se
ve

ra
l p

ar
en

ts
 h

av
e

be
en

 c
on

su
lte

d,
 w

ho
co

ns
id

er
 th

e 
pl

an
as

 e
nt

ir
el

y 
pr

ac
tic

ab
le

, a
nd

no
t

lia
tle

 to
 a

ny
 o

f 
th

e
ob

je
ct

io
ns

 w
hi

ch
ar

e 
fo

un
d 

in
 a

t-
te

m
pt

in
g 

su
ch

 a
 r

eg
ul

at
io

n
in

 c
ol

le
ge

s.
T

he
 e

x-
pe

ns
e 

of
 f

ur
ni

sh
in

g 
al

l M
at

is
 p

ec
ul

ia
r 

in
 d

re
ss

, w
ill

be
 le

ss
 th

an
 te

n 
do

lla
rs

a 
ye

ar
, a

nd
 th

e 
ec

on
om

y 
of

th
e 

ar
ra

ng
em

en
t

w
ill

 h
e 

ve
ry

gr
ea

t, 
w

hi
le

 a
t t

hc
sa

m
e 

tim
e 

it 
w

ill
 r

em
ov

e
m

an
y 

ev
ils

 a
nd

 te
m

pt
at

io
ns

w
hi

ch
 n

ow
 e

xi
st

.
Pa

re
nt

s 
al

so
ar

e 
su

bj
ec

te
d 

to
 a

 h
ea

vy
ta

x 
fo

r 
th

e
-p

ur
ch

as
e 

of
 &

bo
a 

bo
ok

s,
so

 th
at

 in
 m

an
y 

ca
se

s 
th

e
ch

ar
ge

 f
or

 th
is

 a
rt

ic
le

.
»e

ar
ly

 e
qu

al
s 

th
e

ex
pe

ns
e 

of
tu

iti
on

.

0
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C
ou

ld
 a

 s
et

 o
f 

bo
ok

s 
be

 p
ur

ch
as

ed
an

d 
at

ta
ch

ed
 to

th
e 

Se
m

in
ar

y,
 a

nd
.th

e 
pi

ip
ils

on
ly

 p
ay

 f
or

 th
e 

us
e

of

th
em

, o
r 

fo
r 

th
ei

r
va

lu
e 

w
he

n 
ne

ed
le

ss
ly

 in
ju

re
d 

or

lo
st

, t
hi

s 
ex

pe
ns

e
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

gr
ea

tly
 le

ss
en

ed
.

A
n

in
te

re
st

 o
f 

_t
w

en
ty

-f
iv

e 
pe

r
ce

nt
 m

ig
ht

 b
e 

pa
id

 o
n

st
oc

k 
th

us
 in

ve
st

ed
, a

nd
 y

et
th

e 
pu

pi
l p

ay
 o

nl
y 

a

fo
ur

th
 o

f 
w

ha
ti

t w
ou

ld
 c

os
t t

o 
pu

rc
ha

se
bo

ok
s.

It
 is

 f
ou

nd
 a

ls
o 

th
at

th
e 

pr
of

it 
w

hi
ch

 c
ou

ld
 b

e

m
ad

e 
on

 s
o 

la
rg

e 
a

nu
m

be
r 

of
 b

oa
rd

br
s 

as
w

ou
ld

co
m

po
se

th
e 

fa
m

ily
, s

ho
ul

d 
al

l
th

e 
pu

pi
ls

 f
ro

m
 a

br
oa

d.
.

bo
ar

d 
w

ith
 th

e 
te

ac
he

rs
,

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
su

ch
 th

at
 th

e
ex

-

pe
ns

e
of

 b
oa

rd
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 

co
ns

id
er

ab
ly

di
m

in
is

he
d.

It
 is

 c
al

cu
la

te
d 

th
at

 tw
en

ty
th

ou
sa

nd
 d

el
la

rs
 w

ou
ld

pu
rc

ha
se

 th
e 

la
nd

,
bu

ild
 a

nd
 f

ur
ni

sh
 a

 b
oa

rd
in

g

ho
us

e,
 a

nd
 p

ro
vi

de
th

e 
se

m
in

ar
y 

w
ith

.a
 s

uf
fi

ci
en

t

su
pp

ly
 f

or
 th

e 
lib

ra
ry

,a
pp

ar
at

us
an

d 
sc

ho
ol

 b
oo

ks
.

C
on

si
de

r 
...

..r
,

or
di

na
ry

 in
te

re
st

fo
r

m
on

ey
 le

nt
 'n

ig
h,

rr
ei

na
nd

ed
 f

ro
m

 th
e 

pu
pi

ls
,a

nd

al
so

 th
e 

ad
di

tio
na

l e
xp

en
se

of
 a

no
th

er
 p

ri
nc

ip
al

an
d

th
re

e 
te

ac
he

rs
-,

 a
nd

 y
et

it 
w

ou
ld

 n
ot

 a
m

ou
nt

 to
th

e

su
m

 w
hi

ch
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

sa
ve

d 
by

 d
im

in
is

hi
ng

th
e 

ex
-

pe
ns

e 
of

 b
oa

rd
,d

re
ss

, a
nd

 b
oo

ks
.

Sh
ou

ld
 th

is
 p

la
n 

be
ef

fe
ct

ed
, t

he
 f

ol
lo

w
in

g
ad

va
n-

ta
ge

s
m

ig
ht

 b
e 

of
fe

re
d 

to
 th

e 
pu

bl
ic

,in
 a

dd
iti

on
 to

th
os

e 
w

hi
ch

 n
ow

 e
xi

st
.

T
he

 p
up

ils
 f

ro
m

ab
ro

ad
 c

ou
ld

 b
e

bo
ar

de
d 

in
 th

e

.f
aM

ily
 w

ith
 th

e 
te

ac
he

rs
,an

d 
a 

ro
om

 f
ur

ni
sh

ed
 a

s 
a

st
ir

 ly
, w

ith
 a

be
d-

ro
om

 a
dj

oi
ni

ng
,

co
ul

d 
be

 g
iv

en
 to

ry
 tw

o 
pu

pi
ls

.
...

A
n 

as
so

ci
at

e 
pr

in
ci

pa
l

an
d 

th
re

e 
ot

he
r

ad
di

tio
na

l

as
si

st
an

ts
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 

em
pl

oy
ed

.
T

w
o 

of
 th

es
e 

as
si

st
-

an
ts

 w
ou

ld
 h

e
de

vo
te

d 
to

 th
e 

de
pa

rt
m

en
t

of
 f

en
ta

le
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ec
on

om
y,

 to
 in

st
ru

ct
 th

e 
pu

pi
ls

 in
 a

 r
ea

dy
 u

se
 o

f 
th

e
ne

ed
le

, a
nd

 in
 c

ut
tin

g 
an

d 
m

ak
in

g 
va

ri
ou

s 
ar

tic
le

s
of

 d
re

ss
.

T
he

 o
th

er
 w

ou
ld

 d
ev

ot
e 

he
r 

tim
e 

ta
 th

e
pe

rs
on

al
 h

ab
its

_a
nd

 m
an

ne
rs

 o
f 

th
e 

yo
un

g 
la

di
es

,',
in

cl
ud

in
g 

in
st

ru
ct

io
ns

 in
 C

al
is

th
en

ic
s 

; a
n 

ac
co

m
pl

is
h-

m
en

t i
nt

en
de

d 
fo

 p
ro

m
ot

e 
he

al
th

, g
ra

ce
fu

l m
ot

io
n,

an
d 

ag
re

ea
bl

e 
m

an
ne

rs
, a

nd
 c

om
bi

ni
ng

 a
ll 

th
e 

ad
-

va
nt

ag
es

 c
on

si
de

re
d 

as
 o

ff
er

ed
 b

y 
a 

da
nc

in
g 

sc
ho

ol
,

w
ith

 o
th

er
S 

m
or

e 
in

ip
or

ta
nt

 r
el

at
in

g 
to

 th
e 

he
al

th
.

B
es

id
e 

th
is

 th
e 

pu
pi

ls
 c

ou
ld

.

re
ce

iv
e 

th
e 

in
si

rt
ie

-
.ti

on
s 

of
 a

 r
id

in
g 

m
as

te
r,

 a
nd

 b
e 

al
lo

w
ed

 to
 s

pe
nd

 a
n

ho
ut

 e
ve

ry
 o

th
er

 d
ay

 o
n 

ho
rs

eb
ac

k,
 e

ith
er

 w
hi

le
re

-
re

ly
in

g 
le

ss
on

s 
in

 a
 c

ov
er

ed
 c

ir
cu

it,
 o

r 
in

 r
id

in
g

ab
ro

ad
 w

ith
 th

e 
te

ac
he

r.
T

hi
s 

m
od

e 
of

 e
xe

rc
is

e 
is

re
co

m
m

en
de

d 
bo

th
 a

s 
an

 e
le

ga
nt

 a
cc

om
pl

is
hm

en
t,

an
d 

as
 p

ro
m

ot
in

g 
he

al
th

 a
nd

 a
ct

iv
ity

.
T

he
 in

st
itu

tio
n 

al
so

 c
ou

ld
 b

e 
fu

rn
is

he
d 

w
ith

a 
li-

br
ar

y 
fo

r 
th

e 
us

e 
bo

th
 o

f 
te

ac
he

rs
 a

nd
 p

up
ils

, a
nd

w
ith

 th
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
ap

pa
ra

tu
s 

in
 a

ll 
de

pa
rt

m
en

ts
 o

f
in

st
ru

ct
io

n.
Sh

ou
ld

an
y 

he
si

ta
te

 in
 b

el
ie

vi
ng

 th
at

 a
ll 

th
eS

e
ad

va
nt

aa
b 

es
 c

an
 b

e 
se

cu
re

d 
w

ith
ou

t i
nc

re
as

in
g 

th
e

ex
pe

ns
e 

of
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

at
 th

is
 in

st
itu

tio
n,

 it
 is

 b
el

ie
ve

d

th
ey

.

w
ill

 b
e 

sa
tis

fi
ed

 th
at

 it
m

ay
 b

e 
do

ne
, b

y 
ex

am
-

in
in

g 
th

e 
ca

lc
ul

at
io

ns
 w

hi
ch

 h
av

e 
be

e»
 n

ia
de

 in
re

fe
re

nc
e 

to
 th

is
st

at
em

en
t.

T
he

se
 c

al
cu

la
tio

ns
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

ex
am

in
ed

 b
y 

a 
co

m
m

itt
ee

,
ap

po
in

te
d 

fo
r

th
e 

pu
rp

os
e 

by
 th

e 
T

ru
st

ee
s,

 a
nd

ar
e 

co
ns

id
er

ed
by

 th
em

 a
s 

co
rr

ec
t.

O
f 

co
ur

se
 th

es
e 

es
tim

at
es

ar
c 

fo
un

de
d 

on
 th

e
ex

pe
ct

at
io

n 
th

at
 th

e 
in

st
itu

tio
n 

w
ill

 b
e 

su
pp

lie
d 

w
ith

Pu
pi

ls
.
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T
hi

s,
ek

pe
ct

at
io

n 
re

st
s 

en
 th

e 
fa

ct
 th

at
 th

e 
m

ita
-.

be
r 

of
 p

up
ils

 in
 th

is
 S

em
in

ar
y 

ha
s 

re
gu

la
rl

y 
in

cr
ea

-.
se

d.
 e

ve
ry

 y
ea

r,
 a

nd
 th

at
 o

nl
y 

te
n 

ad
de

d 
to

 th
e 

nu
m

-
be

r 
fr

om
 a

br
oa

d 
th

is
 s

ea
so

n,
 w

ou
ld

 c
om

pl
et

e 
th

e
nU

m
be

r 
w

hi
ch

 it
 is

 c
al

cu
la

te
d 

w
ou

ld
 c

ov
er

 a
ll 

th
e

ex
pe

ns
es

 to
 b

e 
in

cu
rr

ed
.

Su
ch

 a
dd

iti
on

al
 a

dv
an

ta
-

w
O

uh
l, 

pr
ob

ab
ly

, m
or

e 
th

an
 s

ec
ur

e 
th

is
 in

cr
ea

se
.

T
he

se
 s

ug
ge

st
io

ns
 a

re
 a

dd
re

ss
ed

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
ly

 to
th

e 
ci

tiz
en

s 
of

 H
ar

tf
or

d,
 W

ho
se

 in
te

re
st

, i
t i

s 
be

lie
v-

ed
, i

s 
co

nc
er

ne
d 

in
 th

e 
su

cc
es

s 
of

 th
e 

pl
an

 P
ro

po
se

d.
B

y.
in

ve
st

in
g 

tw
en

ty
 th

ou
sa

nd
 d

ol
la

rs
 in

 p
ro

pe
l: 

ac
.-

co
m

m
od

at
io

ns
, a

n 
in

st
itu

tio
n 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
se

cu
re

d
w

hi
ch

 it
 is

 c
al

cu
la

te
d 

w
ou

ld
.b

ri
ng

 a
n 

an
nu

al
 in

co
m

e
:O

f 
at

 le
as

t t
w

en
iy

 th
ou

sa
nd

 d
ol

la
rs

 f
ro

m
 a

br
oa

d,
 in

to
im

m
ed

ia
te

 c
ir

cu
la

tio
n 

in
 th

is
 c

ity
.

In
 p

re
se

nt
in

g 
th

es
e 

su
gg

es
tio

ns
, t

he
 w

ri
te

r 
is

 e
n 

.
co

ur
ag

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
ex

pe
ri

en
ce

 o
f 

pa
st

 y
ea

rs
,in

 a
 p

la
ca

w
he

re
 th

e 
ki

nd
es

t s
ym

pa
th

y 
an

d 
m

os
t e

ff
ic

ie
nt

 li
b-

ea
lit

y 
ha

ve
 a

tte
nd

ed
 a

ll 
he

r 
ef

tb
rt

s 
to

 b
e 

us
ef

ul
,

"a
nd

 w
he

re
 a

ny
 p

ro
je

ct
 f

or
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

 h
um

an
 h

ap
-

pi
ne

ss
 is

 n
ot

 s
en

t a
w

ay
 w

ith
ou

t a
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Discourse on Religious Education
Andrews Norton, A.M.
1818
Wells and Lilly: Boston

"It is religion which teaches us what we are, and on whom we depend; and which
widening immeasurably our sphere of view, discovers to us by far the most
important of our relations, those which connect us with Go6, and wlth eternity.
It is little to say that it is most sublime, it is the most practical of
all sciences. With these views of the importance of a religious education, T
am about to speak ur,on this subject, and to state those essential truths, to
which the attention of the young ought to be directed.

Purpose and value of religious education; relates the truths of religion to
education and practical life.

Discusses the purpose and value of religious education.

2. Relates the essential truths of religion to man's practical life and
education.

3. Discusses religious evidence to support his views.

903



DISCOURSE

ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION;

delivered at Hingham,

MAY 20, 1818.

before the Trustees of the Derbi Academy;

BEING THE ANNUAL DERBY LECTURE.

By ANDREWS NORTON, A.M.

published by request.

BOSTON:

Printed by Wells and Lilly.

1816.

904



NOTE.

The Derby Lecture is delivered in the afternoon; andthere is an Exhibition by the-students of the Academy onthe forenoon of the same days uthich is alluded to in thecommencement of the following discourse. The discourseconcludes, as usual, with an address to the students.

DISCOURSE ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION.

DEUT. vi. 6. 7.

And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be inthine heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently untothy chrildren; and shalt talk of them when thou sittestin thy house, and when thou,.walkest by the way, and whenthou "Hest down, and when thou risest up.

UPON such an occasion as that on which we have been thismorning assembled, our first natural emotion is one of un-mingled pleasure, at witnessing the display of those powers,which are just beginning to unfold themselves, and give thepromise of future usefulness; and of those warm and openaffections, which as yet are undisciplined indeed, but atthe same time uninjured, by the accidents of the world. Thepoet and the moralist have both loved to trace the analogiesbetween the first part of life, and the fine season of theyear, which is now beginning to spread its beauties aroundus. It is delightful to contemplate human nature in itsspringtime, in its freshness and verdure, rich in its flowersand blos-
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4

soms, and sparkling with the morning sunshine upon the dewof youth.
.

But this first feeling of pleasure is succeeded by adeeper and more sober interest, when we recollect that thecharacters of those whom we now regard but as children, arerapidly forming; and that they are fast advancing to taketheir places by our side, and to engage with us in the dutiesof life. The habit of distinctly contemplating what we cer-tainly know concerning the future, is one of the most importantto be acquired, and one of the last which we acquire. Theycan hardly feel or imagine, and we are too apt to forget,that in a few years they may meet us as associates and friends;that we may look to them for assistance in honourable exertion;and that in the strength of manhood they may minister to theold age of those from whom they now receive protection. Thechildren who are present with us may, some of them, be amongthose who will, in our day, give a tone and character tosociety, and will leave theeimpress of their minds upon theage in which we live. They who are now so sensible to ourpraise, may hereafter be among those whose approbation weshall most value; and if we should leave a name behind usthat men will love to cherish, they may be among the firstto pay honour to our memory. In looking thus forward, ourthoughts spread themselves over that future sceneeinto whichwe are ad.r

5

vancing: we anticipate the progress of that moral and intel-lectual improvement, which we have so much reason to hope for;and we cannot forget how much, how entirely, one might almostsay, this improvement will depend upon the direction and im-pulse now given to the minds of the young.
It is still with another sort of feeling, that we anticipatethe accidents and vicissitudes,which may, or which must, befalthem in life. That eye which you have seen sparkling with ani-mation, will be dimmed with tears of bitterness; that cheek whichis now glowing with exuberant health, will be pale with sorrow;and the heart which now knows no care, will be pierced throughwith the sharpness of affliction. You cannot shelter that form,which gives the promise of so much female loveliness and deli-cacy. The winds of heaven will visit it roughly. The sensibilitywhich trembles at your touch, will bleed beneath harsh inflictions.Those who are now the objects of so much solicitude, of the in-dulgent and anxious tenderness of maternal love, and of the watchfuprovidence of a father's care, are advancing into a world, wherethey will find much selfishness, and suffer much neglect and un-kindness; where others will take pleasure in their losses andfailures; and where their affections will be often disappointed,and driven back to their own hearts, to suffer in silence. Amidthe trials and deprivations of life, they may look batk some fu-
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ture day, and regret that they knew too little of the valueof parental love.
But they are advancing into a world, where they Will notonly meet with sufferings, but be exposed to vices; and wheretheir characters may undergo changes, much more to be fearedthan the necessary vicissitude of circumstances. He who is inthe habit of self-examination, must, almost at any period oflife, feel some distrust of hims-elf, and be sensible of thenecessity of constant watchfulness. But the characters ofthose of whom I speak, though they have received impressionswhich will remain with them in a greater or less degree throughlife, are as yet not hardened into any considerable firmness.They will be subjected to much severer experiments, than thoseby which they have yet been tried; and who can assure us of theresult? That cheerful and open countenance, where no bad feel-ings have as yet left a trace of their power, may be haggardwith dissipation, or bloated with intemperance. Those animated,unbroken spirits, which now compel you to sympathise with theirgladness, may be lost forever; and nothing may supply theirplace, but the extravagances of intoxication, and those wretched,occasional struggles to be joyous, which succeed only by makinga conquest over shame and despair. Those passions, which younow regard with indifference, as merely the follies of a child,may strengthen into the vices of a man.

7

You may sport with them now, as with the young of some fierceanimal; but if suffered to attain their full growth, they willdiscover their savageness and strength. That high spirit,and somewhat unmanageable temper, which might have been formedinto manly resolution, may distinguish itself only by breakingthrough the rules of decency and morality. Those finetalents,whose first undisciplined efforts give you so much pleasure,may, in their maturity, be wasted to attain some low object ofpersonal gratification, or employed as instruments of extensivemischief. That strong love of praise, which now renders thecharacter so apparently docile, and seems to give you suchpower over it, may lead to meanness and disingenuity, and allthe despicable calculations and artifices of a restless desireof distinction. The whole mind may be corrupted; and all themore generous feelings perish through its contamination.
The interest which we feel in the young should direct ourattention to all those means, by which their virtue and happi-ness may be secured, and by which they may be saved, as far aspossible, from the evils that are in the world. The worst suffer-ings to which they are exposed, are those which may be avoided;for they are those which we bring upon ourselVes. The bestpreparation which we can give them, for meeting the trials, andperforming the duties of life, is religious principle.
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Through the influence of this only, can a character be formed,which will lead one to act, and suffer, and resist wisely andhonourably in every situatiun. This only can deliver man fromthe power of the world, and secure him from becoming the slaveof circumstances and accidents. The essential truths of re-ligion are those truths, which we know concerning God; and con-cerning ourselves, considered as immortal beings. It is religionwhich teaches us what we are, and on whom we depend; and which,widening immeasurably our sphere of view, discovers to us byfar the most important of our relations, those which connectus with God, and with eternity. It is little to say that itis the most sublime, it is the most practical of all sciences.With these views of the importance of a religious education, Iam about to speak upon this subject, and to state those essentialtruths, to which the attention of the youag ought to be directed.The foundation of all true religion is a belief of theexistence and perfections of God. We must conceive of him, andrepresent him to the young, as the maker and preserver of allthings, as a being on whom the whole creation is entirely andcontinually dependent; who is every where invisibly present,and know§ all our thoughts and actions; from whom we receiveall that we enjoy; to whom we must look for all that we hope;who is-our constant benefactor, our Father in Heaven. The

9

feelings toward him, whichshould be first formed and cultivatedin the minds of the young, are those of gratitude, love, andreverence. In endeavouring to impress them with these sentimentstoward aod, we ought to take advantage of those occasions whenthey are most cheerful and satisfied with themselves. It isthen that his idea is to be presented to their minds. Shouldthey be touched by the beauty or sublimity of nature, we maythen endeavour to give them some just conceptions of that in-finite spirit, whose agency is displaying itself on every side,and of whose presence all visible forms are the marks and sym-bols. When we teach them something respecting the immensityof fhP uniferse; that the portion of this earth with which they
ar ited, is only a very small part of an immense globeeling through voie space; that this globe is but4siderable thing, compared with others that are knownto us; that the stars of heaven are a multitude of suns, whichcannot be numbered, placed at distances from each other, whichcannot be measured; we may then direct their thoughts to thatpower, by whom this illimitable universe was created, and iskept in motion; and who superintends all the concerns of everyindividual in every one of these myriads of worlds. When wepoint out to them any of the admirable contrivances of nature,which appear around us in such inexhaustible profu-
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sion and variety; so that we tread them without thought underour feet; when we explain to them, that each of the countlessinsects of a summer's day is a miracle of curious mechanism;we can hardly avoid telling them, by Whose wisdom these contri-vances were formed, and by whose goodness their benevolentpurposes were designed. When their heartg are opened by glad-ness, and their feelings spread themselves out, to find objects
to which to cling; you may then, by a word or two, direct theirthoughts to God as their benefactor. When the occasion is ofimportance enough to give propriety to the introduction ofreligious ideas, you may lead them in their sorrows to theconsolation and hope which a belief in him affords. You maythus do what is in your power, to enthrone the idea of God intheir minds, so that all thefthoughts and affections shall payhomage to it. You may thus do what is in your power towardforming that temper of habitual devotion, to which God is con-tinually revealing himself in his works, and in his providence.
You may thus give the first impulse to those feelings of love,reverence, and trust, which connect a good man so strongly withGod, that if it were possible for him to be deprived of thebelief of his existence, it would be with the same feeling ofhorrour, with which he would see the sun darkening and disappearin
from the heavens.

11

With just notions of God, we should endeavour to give theyoung, just notions, likewise, of their own nature and prospects.
We are to teach them, that they are to exist forever; that death
is only an introduction to a new state of things; that this lifeis intended by God to discipline and prepare us for the future;that our condition in the future life will depend upon our con-duct here; and that the happiness of the good hereafter will be
far more uninterrupted, and far mors, desirable, than any whichis enjoyed on earth. Sublime and important as these truths ares
so important, that all other truths not connected with religionbecome ingignificant in comparison, they may be understood evenby children. There are two purposes which we are to have inview in impressing them upon their minds. One is, to iguencetheir conduct by a regard to the sanctions of the flat, life.And the other is, to produce those ennobling and jo.;.' ul !clings,
which are the result of habitually regarding ourselvc im-mortal beings, formed for continual improvement, and increasinghappiness.

With regard to the first of these objects;--the rewards andpunishments, the good and evil of the future life, should not berepresented as in their nature of mere arbitrary appointment.They should be represented as the necessary consequences of ourconduct; of the same character with
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tho-e, which, under the moral government of God, follow it inthis world. We should teach the young to observe the effects
of their dispositions and actions, and to associate in theirminds the former with the latter. We must teach them, thatactions are not disconnected; that they link themselves to-gether, and form habits, and that these habits draw us on tohappiness or misery. We should endeavour to make them perceivethat chain of moral causes and consequences, which sooner orlater connects our condition with our character. Virtue isobedience to the will of God; and therefore it is of its
nature to secure his favour; it is doing good to our fellowcreatures; and therefore it is of its nature to obtain theirlove and respect; it is preferring in all cases a higher goodto a meaner; though the former may be remote, and the latter
may be present; and therefore it is our highest interest; itis the cultivation of those feelings and faculties whose objectswill never be exhausted; and therefore it gives the promise ofunceasing improvement. Vice, on the contrary, is a sacrificeof our taste for nobler gratifications, to a craving after
those which are vile and temporary; and therefore it is awretched miscalculation; it is doing injury to our fellow
creatures; and therefore it cuts us off from their sympathyand regard; it is disobedience to God;--a preference, there-fore, of the dictates of our folly to the laws of In-

13

finite Wisdom, and an oppOsition of our strength-to the purposesof Omnipotence. These distinctions are essential, and will existforever.
But in pointing out to those whom we instruct, the naturalconsequences of conduct, we must teach them, that these con-

sequences, whether good or bad, are often intercepted in thisworld by various accidents; and that by far the most importantare those which are not experienced till we enter upon thefuture; that we are here, gradually, by repeated acts, formingcertain characters, which will fit or unfit us for happiness
hereafter; that we are acting, therefore, under a much greater
responsibility than that which discovers itself in the eventsof this life; a responsibility which is not forced upon our no-tice; and which we must associate by the ef--,t of our own mi'As,with all our purpo$es of moral cone! foong must be in-structed, that there are various pat,,- ,n this world from whichwe may choose; and that we shall, in all probability, expe-rience here, very sensibly, the wisdom,Jor the folly of ourchoice; but that their main difference consists in the destinationto which they will conduct us. When the mind has just conceptionsof the inttinsick nature of right and wrong conduct, and of theirnecessary effects; and when an habitual association is formedbetween moral purposes, and a sense of future good and ill, wemay then expect the sanctions of religion to act upon the character
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 the evils of the present ;--that in the language

of the A
pocalypse. G

od slirdl ivipc aw
ay all tears

;
and there shall O

r PP sci t
cf eath

',et sorrow
, nor

crying ; neither shall there be any w
ore pain.

A
n-

other truth, m
ost interesting to the affections, ist,

that w
e shall be united again to the friends w

ho
have gone before us. A

 parent, in the course of
nature, w

ill die before his child.
T

his is a fact,
to w

hich you m
ay direct the m

inds of your chit-
dren, and by w

hich, if they have any sensibility,
they w

ill be deeply affected ; and they w
ill thus

be prepared to receive, w
ith the strong grasp of

their best affections, the hope w
hich you m

ay then
G

ive them
 of m

eetin 0. you accain in a far better w
orld.



16

, I have spoken of the essential truths of religion,
considered independently of their evidence.
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W
ithout it, real religion w

ould scarce have
an ex-

istence in the w
orld.

W
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essenger from
 G

O
D

, w
ho gave the m

ost de-
cisive proof of this fact by the m

iracles w
hich he

per-
form

ed ; and w
ho spake under the direction, and w

ith
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e m
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telligible com
m
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eil w

hich hides-the Invisible from
 his

uni-
rse,

has been, as it
w

ere,, partially raised for us
; and

the ineffable glory of G
O

D
 has.broken fc.A

h
beam

s of m
ercy and love: T

he
past history c f our

race;and all that now
 surrounds

us, assum
e a ilia--

rent character, w
hen w

e believe that the
C

re:Jtor
.has had direct com

m
unication w

ith his
creatu

;
and that, even from

 the beginning, he has m
anife.rted

a'special superintendence over theirconcerns.
history of m

an is connected w
ith the operation,

of
G

ob-.
It is no longer a m

elancholy record
of ir

plicable events, to be referred only to hum
an

agen-
cy.

T
he w

orld becom
es a holy place.

T
he

truths O
f religion, presented in this

new
 form

, ap-
pear w

ith a distinctness, and a character of reality,
w

hich. they had not. before ;
the narrow

 circle,
w

ithin w
hich sensible objects confine

us, is broken ;
and the m

ind, ennobled and_invigorated, rises from
earth, to enibrace these sublim

e conceptions, w
hich

before, it w
as unable to grasp.

B
ut w

e are further to' teach the
young, that

C
hristianity is

. a subject of high interest., on ac-
count of the exhibition of m

oral excellence, w
hich

appeared in Jesus C
hrist, and in

som
e of :his first

disciples.
T

he pow
er of m

aking a discrim
inating

estim
ate of m

oral qU
alities; is indeed

one of slow
form

ation ; and w
e can hardly expect the

young to
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receive a full im
pression of the supernatural gyand-

eur of character,
displayed by the Saviour of the

w
orld, and by those w

ho w
ere w

orthy to be
reckoned am

ong his fo:low
ers.

B
ut because this

pow
er is of slow

form
ation, it is m

ore necessary to

com
m

ence its cultivation
early ; and in speaking of

Jesus C
hrist, w

e are to endeavour to give
those

w
hom

 w
e instruct, som

e conception of the
m

oral
sublim

ity discovered in his com
plete devotion to

the service of G
O

D
, in his perfect superiority over

all selfish m
otives, in his entire sacrifice of all the

m
eaner passions, end

in that steady and irresistible
benevolence, w

hich carried him
 forw

ard in the ser-
vice of -m

an, w
ithont his turning aside for a m

om
ent

on account of opposition, or
insult, or terriN

e suf-
fering, to the com

pletion of the highest purpose
ev-r effected upon earth.

T
here w

as a duty laid
upon him

, such as no other being in
this w

orld ever
hal to perform

 ; and he perform
ed it thoroughly.

In the various situations by w
hich his virtue w

as
tried, and w

hieh w
ere so adapted to lay bare the

m
ind, he discovered none of those infirm

hies w
hich

have clung to the best and w
isest

A
nd they w

ho
w

ere w
ith him

, felt the
influence of his spirit ; and

w
ere raised by it to

such high m
oral superiority, as

to leave behind them
 characters w

orthy to be con-
secrated by the veneration of m

ankind.
W

ith C
hristianity, the Jew

ish dispensatio»
inseparably con»ected; and the different 'M

ils
w

hich com
pose the records of both are contained
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in the B
ible.

In the com
m

on version of the B
ible,

.m
any difficulties, and m

any obscure passages pre-
8ent them

selves to a large proportion of readers.
M

uch m
ight be done, by introducing the use O

f
a m

ore correct translation, and by popular cora-
m

entariej, -.to rem
ove this obscurity, and these

difficulties.
It is not a little to be lam

ented that
m

ore is not done ; that w
hile w

c are
:a solicH

inns

to circulate the Scriptures, w
e do not .disem

er a
little m

ore solicitude to have ther-
correctly un.

derstood ; that W
e look on w

ith ir
T

erence, and
suffer them

 to m
ake their w

ay, as U
can, to the

understandings, and hearts of m
en, idsguised by

a very faulty translation, encum
bered w

ith diffi-
C

ulties; and exposed to objections.
.;t is to be

hoped, that there w
ill be m

uch Ilk
sensibility

U
pon this subject.

B
ut in the m

ean tim
e; som

e
general principles m

ay be laid dow
n, w

hich w
ill

afford a solution- of m
any difficulties, and w

ill
partly explain the origin of those that rem

ain.
In

the first place then, _.w
hile w

e believe. that G
O

D
gave the Jew

s the ;know
ledge of h -self, and

taught them
 som

e of the great. truths
religion,

by a m
iraculous revelation, and rnira.

.lously su-
perintended their concerns ; w

e at the :am
e tim

e
believe, that the records of their hist )ry w

ere
com

posed by m
en. W

e m
ust, theref _.re, w

arn
those w

hom
 w

e instruct, from
 attributing to (Jou,

the hum
» passions, the im

perfect view
s, the. na-
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tional prejudices,,and the false m
oral judgm

ents of
actions and character, w

hich belong only to the
historian. W

e m
ust bring to their recollection

that they are reading the history of rem
oteages,

a history, w
hich ieachiug through a period, of

m
any centuries, term

inates just about the tim
e,

w
hen Socrates w

as beginning to teach m
orals and

m
anners to the heathen w

orld.
it i

the history
of a,rude and alm

ost uncivilized people ; and
w

e
are not to expect to find a -very high standard of
m

orals existing am
ong such a people, or very ac-

curate and com
prehensive notions of duty general-

ly prevailing. W
e believe that G

on m
ade to his

m
inisters under the Jew

ish dispensation, m
ost sub-

lim
e com

m
unications respecting his nature and

w
orks; but that the language in w

hich these truths
w

ere expressed by them
, w

as their ow
n ; that it

w
as accom

m
odated to their ow

n previous habits
of conception, and those of the peopk w

hom
 they

w
ere com

m
m

issioned to instruct ;
and that this

w
as a people w

hose intellectual pow
ers had been

but little. exercised, w
hose sphere of thought w

as
very contracted, and to w

hom
 it w

as necessary, of
consequence, to present abstract ideas clothed in
sensible im

ages of a kind w
ith w

hich their m
inds

w
ere fam

iliar.
Splendid and m

agnificent, there-
fore, as is m

uch of the poetry of the .T
ew

ish Scrip-
tures, there is m

uch of it, at' the sam
e tim

e, w
hich

is adapted to m
inds very difihrently m

odified from
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our ow
n. W

e m
ay fu ,fficr,

I think, rationally
teach, that m

any of
particular law

s, of the
founder of the Jew

ish
'e, are attributed to Je-

hovah, O
nly because M

a,,e,
w

as appointed and com
-

m
issioned by G

od, as In, law
giver of

that state,
and m

ight therefore be eonsidered
as acting

throughout under his authority. W
e

m
ust in- ge-

neralyannse w
hom

w
e are educating, from

 con-
founding in their m

inds the
great truths, and m

ost
im

portant purposes of the Jew
ish

revelation, w
ith

the errours and vices of those
to w

hom
 it w

as ad-
dressed.

In travelling through
a barren and rug-

ged couutry, w
e m

ust not lay blam
e

upon the
pure light of heaven for the objects

on w
hich it

shines, and the scenes w
hich it discovers

to our view
.

W
ith regard to the N

ew
 T

estam
ent,

w
e m

ust
teach them

, that m
uch

w
as necessarily said by our

Saviour, and his apostles, w
hich had

a local and
tem

porary reference, and is not aw
ay

appl'cable
to all individuals in all tim

es ;that
the epistles

w
ere letters, in the com

m
on sense of the w

ord, ad-
dressed to particular churches

,,,;d individuals;
that the com

position of these
different letters

w
as

occasioned, in each particular
case, by som

e exist-
ing state of things not of

a perm
anent nature ;

and that, therefore, w
hile they

exdress and im
ply

the essential truths of
our religion, they at the

sam
e thne contain m

uch w
hich had 7_ !m

ediate
re-

lation to opinions and feelings
that are no longer
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in existence, and to controversies
w

hich are alto-

aether obsolete.
It m

ay be observed generally, that w
e are not

to sit dow
n to ancient

w
ritings, as if they w

ere

com
positions of yesterday, and expect to find every

thing accom
m

odated to our
habits of thinking, and

the know
ledge w

hich w
e m

ay
happen

ft,
to have ac-

tlI
quired.

T
here is an obscurity

hango,over them
,

part of w
hich cam

ot be
dispelled. j'In order to

understand them
, as far as w

e are
able, it is often

necessary to be
acquainted w

ith m
anners and cus-

tom
s quite unlike our ow

n,
w

ith m
odifications of

intellectual and m
oral character, of w

hich w
e have

had no experience, w
ith

the m
eaning of form

s of
expression, w

ith w
hich w

e are not
fam

iliar, and

w
ith m

any particular facts, to
be learnt only by pa-

tient inquiry.
B

ut the w
ritings of the N

ew
T

es-

tam
ent are ancient

w
ritings; and the last

book

of the O
ld T

estam
ent,

though a thousand years
later than the first., is still am

ong a very
few

 of the

oldest w
orks w

hich rem
ain to us.

T
he w

ritings

of M
oses precede, by a»

interval of. several centu-

ries, the earliest m
onum

ent
of profane literature,

the poem
s of H

om
er.

It w
ould be w

onderful
indeed, therefore, if w

e did not
find m

any diffi-

culties, and m
any obscure passages

in the sacred

books ; if w
ritings w

hich
have, been exposed so

long to the injuries of tim
e,

had m
ot in m

any plac-

es becom
e

defaced and illegible.
It m

ay be oh-
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served **particularly W
ith

regard to the Jew
ish

Scriptures, that they are the
m

eM
orials and re-.

M
ains of a very anC

ient
dispensation of G

 O
D

, the

use of w
hieh

has long since ceased ;.
and m

uch of

the knoW
ledge concerning

w
hich, has fallen into

irrecoverable ruin.
V

ast pillars, and broken a reh es

apPear, sufficient to' give us som
e

notion of the

structure, but not to
enable us to form

 an exact

plan of- the w
hole, or to

determ
ine the uses and

relations'of all its particular parts.
I have thus endeavO

ured to
point out som

e of the

m
ain O

bjects of a religious
education.

It is quite

evident, that he w
ho w

ishes
to m

ake his children re-

ligious, m
ust be religious

him
self.

Y
ou cannot ex-

plai» subjects on w
hich you

have not thought ; you

cannot give efficacy to
truths w

hich you do not feel ;

you cannot
inspire hopes by w

hich you are
not an-

im
ated ; and it w

ill be in
vain for you to inculcate

m
otives from

 w
hich you do not act.

D
irect instruc-

tion is but a part of a
religious education.

T
he in-

fluence. ivhich you indirectly
exert upon the. m

inds

of Y
O

U
r children,

is of m
ere im

portclece
stiD

.

T
here has been little yet to

w
ithdraW

 them
 from

 the

sphere of your attraction ;
and they w

ill revolve.

round, and accom
pany you,

in w
hatever path you

are borne
along. Y

ou are educating
them

, not so

m
uch by particular lessons of instruction, indispen-

sable as these are, as
by your daily conversation,

the feelings and sentim
ents

w
hich you habitually

r
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express,
the m

otives from
 w

hich you act, and ap-

pear to
act ; the w

hole pow
er of your exam

ple,
the w

hole influence of your char-cter.
In giving them

 a religious education, you w
ill

have conferred upon them
 the greatest blessing,

w
hich one hum

an being can confer upon another.
Y

ou w
ill have laid them

 under obligations,
w

hich

w
ill never be burdensom

e, though they can never
be repaid ; but the m

em
ory and feeling

of w
hich

w
ill he an inseparable part of their m

inds.
Y

ou
w

ill bare onnected them
 th yourselves by living

bonds of ,affection, w
hich cannot be loosened or

snapt asunder.
Y

ou w
ill have planted and w

atered

high pinciples, and
honourable feelings; and if they

should flourish and bear fruit, there is none to w
hom

their best fruits w
in be offered m

ore gladly. Y
ou

w
ill have blended the thought of yourself w

ith
all

that is m
ost excellent in their characters, and placed

your im
age

in the sanctuary of their affections.
T

here is no favour, w
hich he w

ho has lived long
enough to know

 its value, w
ill rem

em
ber

w
ith such

unrem
itted gratitude.

A
m

id all the changes to
w

hich w
e are exposed in life, w

hatever other affec-
fins m

ay be broken dow
n, or decay around it, this

feeling w
ill rem

ain, im
perishable and

unaltered,

M
Y

 Y
O

U
N

G
 FR

IE
N

D
S,

T
here is m

uch I have been saying, w
hicl,, even

if I m
ay have retained your attention, you can

hardly hare been able fully to com
prehend,
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have rather been spealdng for
you, than to you.

Y
et I should be

very unw
illing to take leave of

you, w
ithout som

e expression of the interest, w
hich

your appearance and perform
ances have excited.

W
e w

ish
you to be happy ; w

e w
ish you, therefore,

to be virtuous.
T

here is but
one course of con-

duct w
hich is w

ise, but
one w

hich is honourable,
but one w

hich leads to certain
and perm

anent
hap-

piness.
T

his can be attained
only by form

ing and
keeping the resolution to do

your duty.
W

hen
it is settled w

hat that
is, never

propose any other
question to your m

inds. M
ay

you habitually think
of G

O
D

, as
your father: and of yourselves, as im

-
m

ortal beings. M
ay

you becom
e sincere disciples

of Jesus C
hrist.

T
here is no

higher character
upon earth.

T
here is no better w

ish
w

hich w
e can

form
 for

y ou.



An Address...the Peithessophian Society
William Wirt
1830
Rutgers University Press: Terhune & Letson: New Brunswick, N.J.

"the Education, moral and intellectual, of every individual, must be, chiefly,
his own work."

"The business of life is conversaat with moral truth, which admits no nearer
approach, than that of high probability, and cannot be subjected to rigorous
demonstration. You must learn therefore, to reaEon well for the bvsineas of
life. To accomplish this, I know of no better method of discipline, than to
read critically, the works, and listen to the arguments of those who are most
distinguished for the power of reasoning. As, for example, amon,7 the writers
Bacon, Hooker, Sidney, Locke, and a host of others to whom Fame will, by
and by, direct you."

wYou do not, I hope, suppose that what you are to gain here is to constitute
the whole of your education. If you do, you have taken a most erroneous
view of the subject. This is the mere cradle, at best, the nursery of education.
...Your first step from the walls of the college, will usher you on the
stage of the world, where you will have it in your power to correct the
theories of your books, by the close anU constant inspection of actual life.fl

Education is a personal effort of character development.

1. Discusses education as a personal effort; a means of self-development;
develbpment of character, etc.

2. Not a concise presentation.

tic

9 8



AN

ADDRESS,

delivered before the

PEITHESSOPHIAN AND PHILOCLEAN SOCIETIES

of

RUTGERS COLLEGE.

DELIVERED AND PUBLISHED AT THE REQUES1

of the

PEITHESSOPHIAN SOCIETY.

BY WILLIAM WIRT.

RUTGERS PRESS.
TERHUNE & LETSON, PRINTERS,

NEW-BRUNSWICK, N.J.

1830.

919



CORRESPONDENCE.

EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PEITHESSOPHIAN SOCIETY,
JULY 20, 1830.,

"Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be presentedto the Hon. William Wirt, for his able and eloquent Address,and that he be respectfully requested to furnish a copy forpublication.
ROBERT 0.CCURRIE,
WILLIAM H. COOPER,
ABM. POVHEMUS.

Committee to inform Mr. Wirt of the above
Resolution.

AUGUST 1, 1830.

GENTLEMEN--/ have availed myself vf the earliest leisureI couZd command, to write out the Address, of which the
Peithessophian Society, by their Resolution of the 20th uZt.have requested a copy, and regret that I had not the leisure
and the capacity to make it more worthy of the indulgent terms,in which my Brethren have been pleased to speak of it.

I thank you, Gentlemen, for the obliging expression ofyour own kind sentiments; and, with thecwarmest wishes for thefame and honor of our Society, as well as that of our generousrivals, and the complete success of your rising Institution,

I remain, very respectfully
Your obedient servant,

WILLIAM WIRT.

To ROBERT O. CURRIE,
WILLIAM H. COOPER,
ABM. POLHEMUS, Esquires,

Committee of the Peithessophian Society.
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ADDRESS.

wo.*

YOUNG GFNTLEMEN OF RUTGERS COLLCGE:
It is by your invitation tnat I am here, and to you, of

course, that I am expected to address myself. Permit me, in
the first place, to thank you for the honor of the invitation.
You have done me justice in believing that I take a deep interest
in the pursuits of my young countrymen, and that I would not,
lightly, permit any consideration of personal inconvenience to
disappoint the desire you have expressed to hear me. You will
probably learn, from my compliance, one lesson of experience,
at least--and lessons of experience cannot come too soon--which
is, that in the intellecutal as well as the material world,
distant objects are apt to loom larger than the life, and that
you are not to trust, with implicit confidence, to the Reports
of Fame, whether they relate to men or things.

Gentlemen, you do not, I hope, expect from me, an oration
for display. At my time of life, and worn down, as I am, by
the toils of a laborious profession, you can no longer look for
the spirit and buoyancy of youth. Spring is the season of
flowers; but I am in the autumn of life, and you will, I hope,
accept from me the fruits of my experience, in lieu of the more
showy but less substantial blossoms of spring.

Gentlemen, I could not have been tempted hither for the
puerile purpose of display. My visit has a much graver motive
and object. It is the hope of making some suggestion that may
be serviceable in the journey of life that lies before you--of
calling into action some dormant energy--of pointing your
exertions to some attainable end of practical utility--in short,
the hope of contributing, in some small degree, towards making
you happier in yourselves, and more useful to
your country. This alone could have tempted me to forego
the short interval of repose allotted for my health, and to
venture upon a field of speaking so far removed from the
ordinary walks of my profession.

I consider the cause of education as the cause of my
country: for the youth, who are*now at'theit studies, will
soon compose that country. On them, in a very few years, must
rest the whole burthen of sustaining.the political institutions,
the liberty and happiness of the
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United States. I consider the learned men, who are directing
the studies and forming the character of our youth, as engaged in
the noblest employment that can task the powers of man. They are,
in truth, weaving the web of the future destinies of our country,
and on their skill and fidelity depend, in a great degree, the
texture, the strength and the color of that web. I hold it to be the
duty of every American citizen who can aid them in this process, to
furnish the aid: if it be only by those demonstrations of respect
which are calculated to cheer them and their pupils onward, in their
arduous and honorable task, this tribute should be promptly and
willingly rendered.

Such, my young friends, are the sentiments which have led to my
visit: such the feelings with which I have come among you. You
have been pleased to think that I may be of some service; and I have
been willing, as you see, to make the experiment. But you will per-
mit me to speak for your instruction, rather than your amusement, and
to leave it to younger men to play the orator.

Suffer me, in the first place, to call your attention to the
power of this great magician--Education--in forming and directing
the human character. It is of consequence that you should distinctly
apprehend the prodigies of which it is capable, in order that you
may perceivc the decisive importance of the work in which you are
engaged, and app7v yourselves, with corresponding eaTnestness, to
the perf.orrnar4 o7F this work.

We learm, fram divine revelation, a truth, whicii, to the discom-
f4ture of the --='nfidel, the discovertes of modern sctence are rapidly
confirmingthat the whole human family has descended from a single
pair. With this -fact before us, how wonderfully curious is it to
observe the vast 'Istariety of character into which this common family
has been modified: their religion, laws, manners, ctustoms, opinions,
sentiments, tastes, how infinitely diversified! How is this to be
explained? Whatever share climate, accident, or caprice may be con-
jectured to have had in the origination of this variety, we know that
from time immemorial, it has been continued among them by thd,force
of education: and that, from the earliest period of authentic
history, to the present day, they have been, and still are the mere
creatures of education. But let us pass fromtthis general survey,
to one more particular, in whtch extrinsic causes could have had
Ao agency, but the whole phenomenon must be refereed to the force
of education. Those two small republics of Greece, Athens and
Sparta, are, both of them, believed to have been, in their origin,
Egyptian colonies: they had,

92.2
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therefore, the same mother country. They were nearly coeval in
their settlement: they were, therefore of the same age. They werenear neighbours: they lived, therefore, under the influence of thesame climate. Their general political interests were the same, and
their intercourse was frequent and constabt. Yet *ere they, in their
modes of thinking, speaking, and acting, as diametrically, as obsti-
nately, and proudly opposed, as if they had inhabited the opposite
sides of the globe. Nor need we leave the walls of Athens, itself, tosee exemplified the astonishing power of this great moral lever--Edu-
cation. The different sects of philosophers in that city were as
strikingly distinguished, and the clu:sls of men whom they threw into
society, from their schools, were as strongly contrasted in their,
modes of thinking and principles of acting, as if they had been partedby the poles. The same is equally true in modern times. CompareFrance with her neighbor, Switzerlandcompare the different cantonsof Switzerland, among themselves--nay, compare even the different
counties of the small kin , of England: cast your eyes over the
earth, in any direction, and se,c% will see, on every hand, the most in-teresting and convincing primfs of the plastic temper of man, and of
the infinite variety of forms imto wolich he may be mmaded by the sin-gle force of education. It ts Jle -,Tower of the,Ipotter over the clay,
which makes one vessel to hoinlvt-, and another to dishonor; witth this
advantage in our favor, that, u:nliko the vessels of the potteT we
have a voice, and a voice poteutial too, if we choose to exert it, infixing our own destination; since, fezr our consolation, but, at the
same time, to our fearful respe3isibility, it depends essentially, on
ourselves, whether we will ba Wowed to honor or dishonor.

And this leadsrme, gentlemen, tz another remark, to which I in-vite your attention. It is tae Education, moral and intelL.
Lectual, of every individual, must ba, chiefly, his own work. Thereis a prevailing and a fatal mistake on this subject. It seems to be
supposed that if a young man be sent first to a grammar school, and
then to college, he must, of =ourse, became a scholar: and the pupil
himself is apt to imagine that he is to be the mere passive recipientof instruction, as he is of the light and atmosphere which surroundhim. But this dream of indolence must be dissipated, and you must
be awakened to theiimportant truth that, if you aspire to excellence,
you must become active and vigorous co-operators with your teachers,
and work out your own distinction with an ardor that cannot be
quenched, a perseverance that considers nothing done while any
thing yet remains to be
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done. Rely upon it, that the ancients were rightQuieque suas for-tunae faberboth in morals and intellect, we give their final shapeto our own characters, and thus become, emphatically, the architectsof our own fOrtunes. How else should it happen, gentlemen, that
young men, who have had precisely the same opportunities, should be
continually presenting us with such different results, and rushingto such opposite destinies? Difference of talent will not solve it,because that difference is very often in favor of the disappointedcandidate. You shall see issuing from the walls of the same school--nay, sometimes, from the bosom of the same family--two young men, ofwhom the one shall be admitted to be a genius of high order, theother, scarcely above the point of mediocrity: yet, you shall seethe genius sinking and perishing in pr arty, obscurity, and wretched-ness: while, on the other hand you shall observe the mediocre plod-ding his slow but,sure way up the hill of life, gaining steadfastfooting at every step, and mounting, ,t length, to eminence and
distinction, an ornament to his famil a blessing to his country.
Now, whose work is this? Manifestly Ilreir own. They are thearchitects of their respective fortunes.. The best seminary oflearning that can open its portals to you, can do no more than toafford you the opportunity of instruction: but it must depend, at
last, on yourselves, whether you will be instructed or not, or towhat point you will push your instruction. And of this be assured--Ispeak, from observation, a certain truth: There is no excellence
without great Zabor. It is the fiat of Fate from which no powerof genius can absolve you. Genius, unexerted, is like thlekpoor moththat flutters around a candle till it scorche itself to death. Ifgenius be desirable at all, it is only of that great and magnanimouskind, which, like the Condor of South America, pitches from the
summit of Chimborazo above the clouds, and sustains itself, atpleasure, in that empyreal region, with an energy rather invigorated
than weakened by the effort. It is this capacity for high and longcontinued exertion--this vigorous power of profound and searching
investigation--this careering and wide-sweeping comprehension ofmindand those long reaches of thought, that

Pluck bright honor from the pale-faced moon,
Or dive into the bottom of the deep,
Where fathom line could never touch the ground,
And drag up drowned honor by the locks--

This is the prowess and these the hardy achievements which are toenrol your names among the great men of the earth.
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But how are you to gain the nerve and thercourawe for enter' -prizes of this pith and moment? I will tell you: As Milo oainee)that strength which astounded Greece: by your own 8elf-disepli,In hoc signo vincis: for this must be your work, not that of you.1-teachers: and, gentlemen, it is on that part which you are to bearin your own education, that I propose to address you. Your learneJProfessors will do their part well. Be you not wanting to yourse q2Sand you will accomplish all that your parents, friendit, and (Aunt,..),have a right to expect.
The remarks which I am about to address to you w:11 be foundedon the hypothesis that you have it in your power to make yourselvesjust what you please: and of the truth of this hypothesis, to anextent quite incredible to yourselves, at this time, opservatiom andexperience leave no doubt in my own mind. You may, if you please,

become literary fops and dandies, and acquire the affected lisp anddrawling non-chalance of the London cockney: or you may learn towield the herculean club of Doct. Johnson. You may skim the surfaceof science, or fathom its depths. You may become flortd declaimers,or cloud-compelling reasoners. You may dwindle into political ephem-era; or plume your wings for immortality, with Franklin, Hamilton,Jay, Jefferson, the Adams', and a host of living worthies. You maybecome dissolute voluptuaries and debauchees and perish in disgrace,or you may climb the steeps of glory and have your names given, bythe trumpet of Fame, to the four quarters of the globe. In short, youmay become a disgrace and a reproach to this institution, or herproudest boast and honor; you may make yourselves the shame, or theornament of your families, and a curse, or a blessing to your country.Can it be doubted which of these destinies a generous and high-Minded youth will choose? I cannot permit myself to doubt it; butwill take for granted that you are disposed to receive, with atten-tion, whatever my experience may suggest in advancement of thatnobler course, on which you are resolved to enter: and tO thesesuggestions I will now proceed.
Let it be your first object to form to yourselves a charactersuited to the country in which your lot is cast, so as to be able toplay, with honor, your part in the various scenes both of public andof private life, in which you may be called to act or to suffer. Ifyou have not yet thought of the subject, in this point of view, itis high time that you should do so: for you will soon begin yourjourney, and ordinary prudence dictates that you should be pro-viding the means to render it com-

2
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fortabl:a and successful. If you had to travel through a hot and
barrer ,L7esert like that of Arabia, you would 'load your camels with
water znd provisions. If your way lay through a savage wilderness,
or over Illountains infested with banditti, yoo would furnish your-
selves 00:,th armour for your defence. The sane prudent foresight
calls upol you to examine well the characte- mf the country and
of the age into which it has been the pleasur,'s of Providence to
place you; and to supply yourselves, now, w.0.1, those qualities,'
moral and intellectual, that may best enable,you to sustain, with
advantage, the various parts that may be cy: - for you in the drama
of life. Permit me to assist you in this p-:-tparatory examination,
not with reference to the whole train ef yowl- duties, (for that
would be beyond the compass of a discourse -ce this,) but with
the view of discovering whether there be any leading or master
quality, which the character of the country E.Id of the age in-
dicate c,s pre-eminently worthy of peculiar mlture.

The duties which you will have to pe,rfoli divide themselves
into two classes: they are public, and privvte. By your public
duties, I mean those which result from the pollAtical institutions
under which you live: and to ascertain those duties, it is
obviously necessary that you should underttavW well your institu-
tions and the relation in which they plaice ymu towards society.
I propose ohly to take a passing glance at this subject, since
the nature of this discourse will bear no more..

The political phenomenon, then, on which your eyes have
opened, is that of a great national governmemt, composed of a
confederacy of many states, each of these bei-ng, in itself, a
separate sovereignty. This confederacy extends from notth to
south, through several degrees of latitude, a-1rd stretches from
the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. The states which it embraces
are various in their soil and climate, and necessarily various
in their productions, in the pursuits of their citizens, and in
their local interests.

All these governments, both state and federal are republics:
that is to say, the whole power is in the body of the people. These
governments all belong to them, were formed by them for their own
good, and are administered by officers chosen by them and
responsible to them. But in order to qualify the people to
enforce this responsibility with effect, it is necessary that
they should understand well the boundaries which part the powers
of the federal and state governments, and that they should under-
stand, also, their interests foreign and domestic; since,
otherwise, it will be impossible for them to know whether those



11

boundaries have been properly respected by their servants,

and those interests faithfully and judiciously pursued.

These institutions are beautiful in theory, but they are

complex: and the principal dangers which environ them are

these; first, lest the people should not sufficiently under-

stand them, and, not understanding them, should fall into the

-hands of corrupt and ambitious leaders who will contrive to

make a job out of these governments for themselves, and, by

their rival struggles for power, finally destroy both the

people and their institutions; and, secondly, lest the con-

flicts of local interest in this widely extended empire, and

the colliscions...between so many separate sovereignties, operating

at the same time, over the same territory, should produce a

concussion which may bring down the whole fabric in ruins

about your ears.
Hence, it is manifest that the success of these beautiful

institutions depends entirely on the illumination, the wisdom

and virtue of the people. These it is the function of education

to impart; and as you are soon to belong to: the body of the

people, in the character either of constituent or representative,

you cannot but perceive that, if you mean to qualify yourselves

eminently for the discharge of your public duties, and not to

become "hewers of wood and drawers of water" to the ambitious,

it should be your ardent and unwearied study now to acquire all

that strength and power of character whiCh may qualify you to

protect and defend your institutions, and.hand them down, unim-

paired, to your posterity.
From this glance at the political character of the country,

let us pass, for a moment, to that of the age, for the purpose

of ascertaining how far the dangers which were to have been

apprehended from the theory of our institutions, have been

realized by practice.
This is delicate ground, and I am aware of the impossibility

of treating the subject with candor, without exposIng myself to

illiberal and invidious criticisms. But I have undertaken a

duty towards you, and, with Heaven's assistance, I will perform

it, honestly. I should not expect the banditti either of the

desert or mountains to thank me for warning the traveller to arm

in his defence. I might expect the gratitude of the traveller

himself; and even if I missed that, I should have the consolation

of knowing that I had done my duty. You gentleren, I am sure,

will not suppose me capable of prostituting an occasion like this,

to party-purposes. I am no party-man. I belong to no party but

that of my countny: to that alone do I wish you to belong. In

relation to those duties on which you are soon to enter, I think

it right to give
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you a political sketch of the age; and I shall give it on the

historian's maxim.--Ne quid faisi azaleas, ne quid veri non audeas

dicere. My remarks will be general, not personal. I propose to

describe the age, not the individuals who compose it: and if any

one choose to make a personal application of what is intended to

be general, I can only say, qui capit, ille facit.

The first impulse which the People have to give to their insti-

tutions, in order to set them in motion, is by the election of their

public officers;
and in such a number of republics, state and federal,

in which all the officers, from the highest to the lowest, are

elective, these elections must be continually going on. Now, ac-

cording to the theory of our governments, these elections are to be

made by the People themselves, on their own mere motion. They are,

of their own accord, and by their own option, to call from their

own body, such of their fellow citizens as they deem best qualified

by their wisdom and virtue to serve them.. We had a beautiful ex-

ample, a fine practical exposition of this feature in our government,

in the election of the first President under the federal constitution.

Gen. Washington did not offer himself. All of you who have read the

historyoof his life, by a man of closely analogous character, must

have been struck by the virtuous diffidence with which he shrunk

from the office, and the extreme difficulty with which it was over-

come by his compatriots
throughout the Union. Sed tempora mutantur:

The importunity is now on the other side: and were that illustrious

man now alive to witness the number of competitors, and the unblush-

ing importunity with which this high and fearful office is solicited,

he might well exclaim with Epaminondas, on a similar occasion, (if,

indeed, he could indulge in a scarcasm on any occasion) "I rejoice

that my country has so many better men than myself." One of the

most striking
features of the age is this avidity for office. Every

man now thinks himself
qualified for any office: and

"Fools rush in, where angels fear to tread."

These elections are, at once, our glory and our shame: our glory in

theory; our shame in practice. Real merit is always modest and re-

tiring. Such was Washington's. But this is, no longer, sought after.

It is only those who impudently obtrude themselves on the public

notice, and clamor for their own elections, that are deemed worthy

of the suffrage of the People. And at the recurrence of these

elections, and the canvass which precedes them, what dtsgraceful

scenes do we continually witness. What corrupt combination in
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some quarters: what vile intrigues in others; what slander andfalsehood; what criminations and recriminations; what "fending andproving" thrdughout the land; what hollow promises made merely adcaptandum; what coarse and vulgar flattery, and wheedling and coaxingof the Dear People. And the people themselves, who on these occa-sions should be every thing, what have they become? In some parts ofour country, literally nothing; and the fatal leprosy is rapidly
spreading throughout the union. For we learn from the mutual ac-cusations of the parties of the day, (I speak of them all,) thatamong other devices, a kind ofelectioneering machinery is in use insome places, by which the People have become spell-bound and taughtto play the part of automatons in their own elections. If these .1c-cusations be true (and I have not seen them contradicted) the peorle,where this machinery prevails, are no longer, in any proper sense ofthe term, free agents, but act by a kind of fatal necessity; and ourelections are not, in truth, made by the People, but by the powerof machinery. In those quarters of our country, in order to calculatethe probability of the election of an individual, the question is nolonger "is he honest, is he capable," but is he a good engineer, withpowerful machinery? Thus, instead of permitting the People topractice on the theory of our constitution, by choosing for them-selves, and of their own accord, the best and wisest of our citizens,they are constrained, by a sort of mechanical duresse, to choose theablest juggler. And, as the,success of one juggler naturally in-vites the competition of others, and one patent machine is sure tolead to rival discoveries, the etidences of this species of internalimprovement are multiplying and thickening over the land, and, bythe time that you come on the stage, your streets and highways willbe beset by politicat mountebanks, and your whole society will bestunned and deafened by the clangour, or dismembered by the violenceof this high steam apparatus.

Such, gentlemen, are the scenes which you must soon be called towitness, and in which you must play your parts according to your re-spective tastes; unless you shall be rescued from th e disgrace bysome great and glorious revulsion of public sentiment and feeling.But how is such a revulsion to be brought about? You have no longera Washington: and it is much to be feared that it would require allthe magic of the living man to touch with his wand thi disgracefulscene, and force it to vanish. There is another cause that mightproduce it: and to this the virtuous part of the community look withhope, not for themselves, but for you. It is Education, which bypouring on

929



765A

14

the rising generation a purer and a stronger light, by investing themwith more energy of character, by inspiring them with loftier concep-tions of their own importance and of the honor and dignity of theircountry--a holier patriotism--may, at once, dispose and enable themto crush these spiders in their webs, and annihilate the whole trainof their sycophants and dependants. Unless some such revolution shalltake place, the whole value of your institations is gone. Your gov-ernments are no longer republics, but corrupt aristocracies. Youwill degenerate into a mob. To borrow a bold figure from a deceasedpatriot, your People will become horses "ready saddled and bridled,"to be mounted at pleasure by every bold and crafty adventurer whochooses to boot and spur himself for the occasion: and you will rushfirst into anarchy, and then-----emerge from it in the form of adespotism.
Besides this frightful jarring throughout the land produced bythe struggles of rival ambition, there is another cause which threat-ens us with a long succession of storms: it is the realization ofthe other danger which has been already noted, as seated too deeply,I fear, in the theory of our institutions; the conflict of localinterest, and the collisions between the Federal and State authori-ties. These have already risen to such a height as to menace, openly,a rupture of the union: and, indeed, from the sharpness of the con-flict and the increasing acrimony with which it is mainta4ned, thereis too much reason to fear that the spirit of mutual concession andforbearance which animated ourfathers, has been buried in theirgraves, and that their children will, in their wantoness, pull downthe noble edifice which it cost them so much pains and anxiety tobuild up for our happiness.
Thus, gentlemen, you perceive that your lot has been cast instormy times: and every political indication warns you that thequality which, above all others, ycu should seek to cultivate, isstrength of character: strength of character, as displayed infirmness of decision, and vigor of action.
If, gentlemen, you were about to embark in the voyage of life,on a summer's sea, in a barge like that of Cleopatra, with zephyrsonly to fan, and soft mustc and sweet perfumes to breathe aroundyou, I might recommend it to you to give yourselves up entirely tothe culture of those bland and gentle accomplishments which coatitribute to cheer and sweeten social intercourse. But I foresee,distinctly, that you will have to double Cape Horn in the winterseason, and to grapple with the gigantic spirit of the storm whichguards that Cape; and I fore-
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see, as distinctly, that it will depend entirely on your own skilland energy whether you will survive the fearful encounter, and liveto make a port in the mild latitudes of the Pacific. Hence it isthat I recommend it to you most strenuously to devote yourselves,with unwearied zeal, to the cultivation of those bold and manlyqualities, which are calculated to bear you, fearless and tri-umphant, through the:fierce contention.
The excellence of a character consists in its fitness to thetimes and the service to be performed. We are disgusted with ef-feminacy in a man, on occasions which call for rourage; and areshocked to see him play the trembling dastard, t,r whining senti-mentalist, at a moment when he should be blazing in the front ofwar. Thus, when we see Henry the VIth. in Shakespeare, retiringfrom the battle on which his crown and life depended, and, seating-himself pensively on the side of a hill, hear him exclaim,

0 God! I would I were an humble swain,
To carve out dials quaintly, point by point,
Thereby to see the minutes how they pass--

how painfully do we feel his unfitness for his station, and how dowe long for that bold and dauntless voice of his father, which, atthe storming of Harfleur, cried out.

"Once more unto the breach, dear friends, once more."

gentlemen, you will not confound the firm and strong characterwhich I am recommending, with a turbulent, factious, incendiary spitait.rit. Nothing can be more contrary. The blusterer is seldom brave.True courage is always calm, and is never so captivating as whenset off by courtesy. The Chevalier Bayard, one of the proudestornaments of the age of chivalry, was the flower of courtesy, and hewas not more without fear than without reproach. No, gentlemen:every good man prefers peace. It is the onjy condition that accordswith that brotherly love which ought to prevail among men; the only
state that reason and humanity can approve. But it has grown into
a maxim, that the.best mode of preserving peace is to be preparedfor war. That strength of character which I recommend is for
armour of defence, not of offence. Heaven forbid that we should
ever see the war of the Roses enacted in real life, in our ownland. But if we ever should, it will proceed from that ignoranceand consequent imbecility on the part of our people, which will
surrender them as tools into the hands of ambition, and make themthe instruments of their own destruction.
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An enlightened community, who understood their rights, and possess
the skill and firmness to assert them, are in no danger from the in-
trigues of the selfish and designing. Peace is lovely. Those moral
and intellectual qualities that adorn it have charms for a virtuous
mind that ought not to be resisted. But their attainment is per-
fectly compatible with the habitual cultivation of that firmness and
energy which are the best, and, indeed, the only earthly guardians
of Peace itself; and, without which, our altars and firesides will
be no protection against the insidious visits of unprincipled and
ruffian ambition. What I recommend to you, therefore, is to en-
deavor to unite in your characters the quiet but determined heroism
of the patriot soldier, with that love of peace which becomes the
Philanthropist and the= Christian.

Gentlemen, I have hitherto urged this quality upon you with
reference, only, to your public or political duties. Give me leave,
now, to add that decidion of character is as indispensable in private
as in public life; and that there can be no success, in any walk,
without it. Whether you are destined for either of the learned pro-
fessions, or prefer the pursuits of agriculture, commerce, or manu-
factures, you.wfli, fAnd that you can make no distinguished progress
in either, without this bold and manly quality. The man who is
perpetually hesitating which of two things he will do first will do
neither. The man who resotOed but suffers his resolution to be
changed by the first counter suggestion of a ftiend, who fluctuates
from opinion to opindon, from plan to plan, and veers, like a weather-
cock, to every point of the compass, with every breeze of caprice
that blows, can never accomplish any thing great or useful, Instead
of being progressive in any thing, he will be at best stationary,
and, more probably, retrogade in all. It is only the man who carries
into his pursuits that great quality which Lucan ascribes to Caesar
--the nescia virtus stave b000--who first consults wisely, then re-
solves firmly, and then executes his purpose with inflexible perse-
verance, undismayed by those petty difficulties which daunt a
weaker spirit, that can advance to eminence on any line. Let us
take, by way of illustration, the cdse of a student. He commences
the stmdy of the dead languages: presently comes a friend who tells
him that he is wasting his time, and, that instead of learning
obsolete words, he had much better emplop'himself in acquiring new
ideas. He changes his plan, and sets to work at the mathematics.
Then comes another f*tend, who asks him, with a grave and sapient
face, whether he intends to become a Professor in a College,
because if he does not, he is misemploying his time, and



766-13

17

that for the business of life common arithmetic is quite enough ofthe mathematics. He throws up his Euclid and addresses himself tosome other study,7which,ikinnits turn, is again relinquished on someequally wise suggestion; and thus his life is spent in changing hisplans. You cannot but perceive the folly of this course: and theworst effect of it is, the fixing on a young mindsa habit of in-decision, sufficient, of itself, to blast the fairest prospects. No,gentlemen, take your course wisely, but firmly; and having taken it,hold upon it with heroic resolution, and the Alps and Pyreneans willsink before you. The whole empire ofllearning will lie at your feet,while those who set out with you, but stopped to change their plans,are yet employed in the very profitable business of changing theirplans. Let your motto be, Persevera do vinces. Practis.e upon it,and you will become convinced of its value, by the distinguished
eminence to which it will conduct you.

Success in life depends far more upon this quality, than on thepossession of what is called genius. For decision of character is,by no means a necessary attendant upon genius. On the contraty, thereis frequently allied with it, a tender and evenomorbid sensibilitywhich is very apt to generate indecision, and to plunge its victiminto melancholy, despondency, and lethargy. You will meet withfrequent instances in life, in which this bold and hardy qualitywill give to an inferior mind the command over the superior. Nay,you will see it among boys, and even among girls at school. Theleader of their amusements and of all their little enterprizes--theindividual, to whom all the rest instinctively look to give theword of command, is frequently the inferior in point of genius tomany of those who willingly obey that word. This phenomenon resultsentirely from superior decision of character. And you may gatherfrom the fact this useful lesson, that if you wish, hereafter, tohave influence among your neighbors, you must acquire, now, thiscommanding decision of character to which weaker spirits willinglybow, and find even a relief in bowing to it and obeying it.Gentlemen, this same quality will be one of the best guardiansof your virtues. Why is it that young men are so often drawn offfrom their studies and tempted to dissipation which their con-sciences condemn? It proceeds from indecision of character. Theyhave not the firmness to say "No" to an impooper proposal. Theyyield to the tempter and they call it good nature and good fellow-ship. And they soen acquire such a habit of yielding, thattemptation has only to
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show herself, in any form, to be followed, though she beckon them
over a precipice. What is the remedy for this ruinous facility of
temper? Decision of character: that bracing and vigorous decision,
which, having once taken the correct course, is dear to the siren
voice of the tempter, and blind to her beauties.

Thus, both in public and in private life; in the learned and
the unlearned professions; in scenes of business, or in the domestic
circle, the master quality of man, is decision of character.

But you will not confound this decision, of which i speak,
either with obstinacy, or with rudeness of manners. Not with
obstinacy, because it is the character of obstinacy to persist in
conscious error: whereas, it is the character of decision to re-
nounce an error the moment it becomes manifest, and to renounce it
with equal promptitude and firmness. But it is not oftens that a
decided character is put to this humiiiating change. Because the
firststep has not been rashly but wisely and deliberately taken; be-
cause having been thus taken, it is not the mere difficulty of the
execution that OM induce a change; for all difficulties yield to
a decided character; and, because it is only the developement of
after circumstances which could not be taken into the first calcula-
tion, that demonstrates the error, and demands the change. Indecisimn
is the mere creature of caprice,"a feather for every wind that blows,'
and is seen continually tossing, in different and opposite currents.
Obstinacy, resolves ignorantly, or rashly, and (to borrow a word
from Doct. Johnson) persists doggedly in error, against the light of
its own understanding. Decision, holds the middle course, and
the best earthly allY of wisdom and virtue. It is, indeed, the
chief Executive officer of the** high decrees.

Nor will you confound decision, with rudeness of manners. There
is not the slightest connexion between them. Decision is calm and
steady as the War star. She must be cool and dispassionate, for
any perturbation would disturb her course. Satisfied with the cor-
rectness of that course, she is no less serene than she is intense,
and can smile at suggestions that would ruffle into rudeness a charac-
ter less firm. We are apt to consider rough, abrupt and arrogant
manners as the natural indications of a firm and decided character.
Nothing is more fallacious. These manners are frequently the mere
cover for pusillanimity. Gentlemen, be assured, that there is nothing
graceful, or courteous, or fascinating in address that is not perfect-
ly compatible with the most manly firmness, and even the best evidence
of its existence. Nay,you find this quality frequently, in its high-
est
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perfection in the softer sex. It is this that carries them through
their arduous and,frequently, painful duties, Iiith such undeviating
steadiness, and enables them to persist in the lofty course of vir-
tue with a onstancy and dignity which put us often to the blush.
Yet this quality does not make them rude. On the contrary, you find
it in company Oith meekness, patience, gentleness, kindness, and
frequently with all that innocent gaiety of heart, and spirited
gracefulness of manner which diffuse enchantment around them, wherever
they go. With such bright and attractive examples before us, let it
never be said that rudeness ig the necessary concomitant of decision
of character.

Gentlemen, I think that you are, by this time, ready to admit the
great value of this quality, and that you wish to understand whether
it be an innate quality which depends entirely on peculiar organi-
zation, or, whether,it be one of those qualities that may be acquired
by discipline? Let us attend for a moment to these questions.

If it be a quality which depends entirely on orgadization, it
must have been born with us or we can never possess it, and, on this
hypothesis, I might have spared both you and myself the trouble of
this address. But this is not tfte opininm which I. entertain. I

admit that there is a differenc,E.- tn our organization, and that so
far as it depends on this circuusiance, we do bring with us into the
world different degrees of this cguality. Some men are born with a
firmer texture of muscle, with tougher simews and stronger ner,1.2s,
and, may be-said tobbe, constitzt-ivnalZyoecided characters. 3ut
what, at last, is this decisioff nut a modification of courage? and,
if courage itself may _be acquiret, it would seem to follow, by
necessary consequence, that decis-ion, whicm is an emanation from it,
may, also, be acquired. Now, as Ao courage, nature has also made a
difference among men. Some me re constitutionally brave 5,0thers
timid. But we know that this niatural timidity may be overcome by
moral considerations, and that courage may be gained and established
by habit. Frederick, the Great, of Prussia, is said to have fled,
with precipitation, from his first battle, and not to have taken the
rowels from his horse's sides, urtil he had placed many leagues be-
tween his enemy and himself. Yet this man became the wonder of
Europe, not more by the depth and combinations of his policy, than
the coolness and firmness of his personal valour. To descend from
the great things to small; we are told of an inferior officer, in
our revolutionary war, who was nicknamed Captain Death, and who,
in that portion of the army to which he belonged, was always singled
out for the most desperate enterprizes. If a



768A

20

forlorn hope was to be sent out, a strong battery to be stormed, or

any other peril that demanded nerves of steel, this man was always

selected to head the adventure: and yet, it was remarked of him, that

he was never called up to receive a proposal of this sort,that he did

not turn as oale as his namesake, and tremble from head to foot. He

never fa4led however, to accomplish the purpose, and, I beldéve,

that he went safe and unhurt through the war. But apart from par-

ticular examples, which might be easily multiplied, which of us that

has ever looked long, with an observant eye, on the dawning charac-

ter of childhood, has not seen that a boy, naturally shy, and even

cowardly, may be trained by erroneous e !cation to become a bully

andito delight in battle. A better discipline would have given him

all the firmness of a gentleman, without the ferocity of the ruffian.

Veteran legions are composed of men, some of whom will confess that

in their first engagement, they were far more disposed to fly than to

fight, and that nothing kept them in their ranks, but shame, and the

fear of punishment. Yet, by degreas,'..they became brave, andcwere at

length as calm and even cheerful, amid showers of bullets, as when

enjoying the festivities of their tents. In short, although nature

may have denied this stability and stubbornness of nerve, yet I

entertain no doubt of the power, I had nearly called it the omnipo

tence of education to overcome even this infirmity, and, that both

courage and dtcision may be acquired by well directed discipline. I

am farther of the opinion, that that which we do so acquire, is of a

far higher order than the brute material whdch organization gives,

since instead of being directed to the perpetration of crimes, as is

most frequently the case where it is the mere effect of native

temperament, it will be always guided by wisdom and virtue to the

accomplishment of good.
Assuming it now that Decision of character may be acquired by

discipline, what is the best course to lain it? I answer, the firm

resolve of mind to do, always, what is right, at every peril: and

the knowledge which is necessary to direct our choice.
With regard to the first: the man who is so conscious of the

rectitude of his intentions, as to be willing to open his bosom to

the inspection of the world, is already in possession of one of the

strongest pillars of a decided character. The course of such a man

will be firm and steady, because he has nothing to fear from the

world, and is sure of the approbation and support of Heaven. While

the man who is conscious of secret and dark designs which, if known,

would blast him, is perpetually shrinking and dodging from public

observation, and
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is afraid of all around, and much more of all above him. Such a man

may, indeed, pursue his iniquitous plans, steadily; he may waste him-

self to a skeleton in the guilty pursuit; but it is impossible that he

can pursue them with the same health-inspiring confidemce, and ex-

ulting alacrity, with him who feels, at every step, that he is in the

pursuit of honest ends, by hanest means. The clear, umclouded brow,

the open countenance, the briilliant eye which can look an honest man

steadfastly, yet courteously in the face, the healthfully beating

heart, and the firm elastic step, belong to him whose bosom is free

from guile, and who knows that all his motives and pur-,noses are pure

and right. Why should such a man faulter in his course? He may be

slandered; he may be deserted by the world; but he has that within

which will keep him erect, and enable him to move onward in hit course

with his eyes fixed on Heawem, which he knows will not desert him.

Let your first step, then, in that discipline which is to give

you decision of charaf:ter,, be the heroic determination to be hanest

men, and to preserve this character through every vicissitude of

fortune, and in every relation which connects you with society. I

donnot us this phrase, "honest men," in the narrow sense, merely, of

meeting y-our pecuniary engagements, and paying your debts; for this

the common pridd of gentlemen will constrain you to da. I use it

in its larger sense of discharging all your duties, both public and

private, both open and secret, witht,the most szrupulows, Heaven-
attesting integrity: in that sense, farther, which drives from the

bosom all little, dark, cmolked, sordid, debasing com=iderations of

self, anka substitutes in titeir place a bolder, loftier, and nobler

spirit: one that will disclose you to consider yoursenves as born,

not so much for yourselves, as for your country, and your fellow-
creatures, and which will lead you to act on every a=asion sincerely,

justly, generously, magnanimously. There is a morality on a larger
scale, perfectly consistent with a just attention to your own
affairs, which it would be the height of folly to neg'ect: a generous

expansion, a proud elevation, and conscious greatness of character,

which is the best preparation for a decided course in every
situation into which you can be thrown; und, it is to this high

and noble tone of character that I would have you to aspire. I

would not have you to resemble those weak and meagre streamlets, which

lose their direction at every petty impediment that presents it-

self, and stop, and turn back, and creep around, and search out

every little channel through which they may wind their feeble and

sickly
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course. Nor yet would I have you to resemble the headlong torrent
that carries havoc inlits mad career. But I would have you like
the ocean, that noblest emblem of majestic Ded4tion, which, in the
calmest hour, still heaves its resistless might of waters to the
shore, filling the Heavens, day and night, with the echoes of its
sublime Declaration of Independence, and tossing and sporting, ea
its bed, with an imperial consciousness of strength that laughs
at (apposition. It is thisidepth,and weight, and power, anj purity
of character, that I would have you to resemble; and I would have
you, like the waters of the ocean, to become the purer by your
own actioh.

Let me illustrate this character, by supposing it in a Oven
situation, and contrasting it, with its opposite, i the same
situation.

Some of you may be, hereafter, disoosed to emhlark in a public
life: If so, and you belong to this hiigh order of character, you
will feel that it would be unjust, and, therefore, rrishonest to
propose yourselves, or permit yourselves to be propooad for any
office, to whose duties you do not fee that you are competent;
for you would know that the assumption of any office, is an engage-
ment, to the public to whom the office_beliongs, to fuUfil its
duties, and, you would undertake nothing that you could not perform.
You will, therefore, not consider what office is most desirable
in itself; but what is most desirable with reference to your
capactty to discharge its duties. You will compare, mot super-
ficially, but modestly and severely, your talents amd attainments
with the whole range of duties that belong to the offflce; and you
will take care to qualify yourselves, eminentl.v, for the discharge
of those duties, before you seek it or accept it. Y'ou will make
yourselves masters of all the facts, historical and political,
which stand connected with it. You will invigorate, by exercise,
those faculties of mind which must be called into exertion in the
discharge of its duties. And, above all, you will raise yourselves
to the high resolve to go for your country, and to devote yourselves,
on every occasion, fearlessly and exclusively, to her honor, her
happiness, her glory. Your ambition will be to ,tiehrol your names
among those over whose hittories our hearts swell, and our eyes
overflow with admiration, delight, and sympathy, from infancy to
old age; and the story of whose virtues, ex0oits, and sufferings,
will continue to produce the same effect, throughout the world, at
whatever distance of time they may be read. It is needless, and
it were endless tooname them. On the darker firmament of history,
ancient and modern, they form a galaxy resplendent with their
lustre. To go no farther back, look for
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your mcdel to the signers of our Declaration of Independence. Yousee revived in those men, the spirit of ancient Rome in Rome's bestday; for they were willing, with Curtius, to leap into the flaminggulf, which the oracle of their own wisdom had assured them couldbe closec in no other way. There was one, however, whose nameis not among those signers, but who must not, nay, cannot be for-gotten; for, when a great and decided patriot is the theme, hisname ts not far off. Gentlemen, you need not gotto past ages,nor to distant countries. You need not turn your eyes to ancientGreece, or Rome, or to modern Europe. You have, in your ownWashingzor, a recent model, whom you have only to imitate to be-come immortal. Nor, must you suppose that he owed his greatnessto the reculiar crisis which called out his virtues; and despairof sucft another crisis for the display of your own. His more thanRoman vtrtues, his consummate prudence, his powerful intellect, andhis daunt3ess decision and dignity of character, would have madehim illusttious in any age. The ctisis would have done nothingfor him, had not his character stood ready to match it. Acquirehis character, and fear not the recurrence of a ctisis to showforth its glory. Look at the elements of commotion that are al-ready' at work in this vast republic, and threatening us with amoral earthquake that will convulse it to its foundation. Lockat the molitical degeneracy which pervades the country, and whichhas already borne us so far away from the golden age of therevolutton; look at all "the signssof the times," and you will seebut little cause to indulge the hope that no crisis is likely torecur to give full scope for the exertion of the most heroicvirtues. Hence it is, that I so anxiously hold up to you themodel of Washington. Form yourselves on that,noble model. Striveto acquire his modesty, his disinterestedness, his singleness ofheart, his determined devotion to his country, his candor indeliberation, his accuracy of judgment, his invincible firmnessof resolve, and then may you hope to be in your own age what hewas in his4 "first in war, first in peace, and first in thehearts of your countrymen." Commencing your career, with thishigh strain of character, your course will be as steady as theneedle to the pole. Your ends will be always virtuous, yourmeans always noble. You will adorn as well as bless your country.You will exalt and illustrate the age in which you live. Yourexample will shake, like a tempest, that pestilential pool, inwhich the virtdes of our people are already beginning to stagnate,and restore the waters and the atmosphere to their revolutionarypurity. The young, will take you for
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their bright exampler and their guide: the old, will hail you asthe resirrection of their patriot hopes; and virgins and matronswill bless you, for the benign influences you willshed on the hap-piness of society.
Now reverse the picture. Suppose you take for your modelthose little men, who, sometimes gain, by their cunning, a momentaryascendency. You will learn from them, that real virtue, and patri-otism, are the mere creations of a Utopian brain: and that, al-though it may be very well to have the words often on your lips, itwould be folly and madness, in the extreme of Quixotism, to havethe things in your hearts. That ybur business is to act, always,coolly from the head, never from the heart. That you must takecare to steel your nerves against the approach of sensibility, andkeep the hearts in your bosoms as cold and as hard as adamant, lestyou should be surprized into some genuine touch of sympathy, or somecompunctious visiting of conscience, whichmmay throw you off yourguard, and unhinge all your plans. These men will teach you, bytheir example, whatever they may profess to the contrary, that everyman is born for himself, and for himself only, and that, with regardto your country, you are to think of it, as Shakespeare's Pistol didof the world--"thlis

world's miiitzoyster, which I, with sword, willopen." In pursuance of this selfish philosophy, they will teachyou that the summum bonum of life is your own political advancement,and, that this holy end, will sanctify all the means you may thinkproper to adopt for its accomplishment. They will instruct youthat all other men were made for your use, and will tell you, withJugurtha, and Sir Robert Walpose, that all men may be bribed, insome form or other; either in the form of money, or office, orpromise: that, by skilful management, you may form and disciplinearound yourselves, such a band of devoted adherents, and give themsuch a location throughout the community, that, by touching thespring nearest to you, you may set the whole machine, at once, intomotion and work it to your ends. That you must create as manyalliances of interest, as you can throughout the community, andspread your web for rapid and extensive ei.Iect. That in formingthese alliances, you are not to consider the respectability of thefndividual, but his fitness for your purposes. That ambition,"Ake misfortune, bust make us acquainted with strange bed-fellows:and, that, as you'r whole life is perfidy and treason against society,it would be foolishly nice and fastidious to object either to thecompany, or the services of a Judas Iscariot.
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0, Gentlemen, there is that in inordinate ambition that makesthe soul of an honest man sick but to contemplate it. You may talkof the corrupting power of avarice; but there is no such deadly anddesolating corrupter as ill-governed ambition. How often do we seethose whom the Almighty had, in his mercy, formed to bless and hon-or their race, leap from this noble eminence to plunge and wallow inthe mire of ambition. Who can look upon such a wreck without asinking heart! Who can look upon that eye, in which the fire of ev-ery generous virtue once burned strong and bright, on that proudbrow, on which Heaven had written, only deeds of high emprize, andbehold the one, blenched with conscious shame, the other, fallen,and furrowed, and haggard with guilt, without being disposed to uttercurses on that ambition which had wrought this work of horror.--Gentlemen, beware of ambition; or rather beware of that virulent am-bition, which begins and ends in self, and consumes, like a cancer,all the virtues of the heart. If popularity have charms for you,cultivate a taste for that popularity only which follows virtuousdeeds, and whose laurels wili flourish in immortal green; and despisethat poor ephemeral notoriety (for it deserves no better name) whichis gained by base compliances with a vicious age; which is run after,and fished for, by cunning appeals to the prejudices of the moment,by the affected adoption and flattery of vulgar errors, which, inyour hearts, you despise, by diffusing error and corruption amongthe people themselves, and thus poisoning the whole republic, init-; fountain head. Despising all parties for men, with the wholetissue of their depraved and despicable works, be it your ambitionto be purely and greatly useful, and to live for your country. Ina word, let your ambition be that of Washington; the only kind ofambition that can benefit the public, or find a welcome in an honestheart.
But let us pass, from this agitating view of the subject, to onemore tranquil. Many of you will, probably, devote yourselves toprofessional, or still more private pursuits. In all of them youwill find the necessity of that masculine quality which is thechief subject of my address; and in all, you will find that thefirmest basis of this quality, is that pure good faith which Idistinguish by the name of honesty. Do good to all men. Do harmto none, Cultivate peace and charity with all around you, so faras it can be done without giving countenance to their vices. Re-press vice, both public and private, by your precept and example.Shew the world, in your own lives, the beauty of virtue. Pursueyour own calling, whatever it may be, kindly and

941



771A

26

fraternally towards your competitors, justly and honorably towards
all men; but with inflexible decision, with invincible perseverance.
Throw indolence behind you with one hand, and dissipation with the
other, press forward steadily, calmly, vigorously, always tasking
your powers to their utmost strength, and resolved, so far as
depends on yourselves, to reach the highest point of which you
are capable. The ancients have told you that if you wish to live
after death, you must die while you live. You must die, at least,
to the world of sensual indulgence and voluptuous idleness. Your
must dedicate your hours, whether solitary or social, to the
deve4opement and invigorationodf your intellectual faculties, and
to the industrious cultivation and expansion of those moral'
qualities, which may enthrone you justly in the hearts of your
countrymen, and enable you, by and by, to read your history in a
nation's eyes. Pursue this course, and your success in life
is almost certain. You will become useful citizens, and, so far
as may be compatiblt with this state of things, you will become
happy men. But, by the way of final warniqg on this head, take
no short cuts either to wealth or fame. Ne festinat locupletari;
ne festinas glorificari. Beware of avarice, whose bosom friend
is knavery; and of that

"Vaulting ambition that o'erleaps itself,
And falls on the other side."

Gentlemen, I have said that the discipline, which is to give
you decision of character, is to be directed, first, to the firm
resolve to do, always, what is right, at every peril: and, secondly,
to the knowledge which is necessary to direct your. choice. Of the
first I have spoken. Permit me, now, to call your attention to
the last.

Our knowledge is a compound of what we derive from books, and
what we extract, by our own observation, from the living world
around us. Both of these are necessary to a well-informed man: and,
of the two, the last is, by Car, the most useful for the practical
purposes of life. You all know that the mere cloistered scholar
is one of the most impotent and helpless of beings, when called
to actual scenes of business. The worms, that feed on his books,
are scarcely more imbecile. Whereas, on the other hand, the man
who is wholly unlettered, but who has been from his childhood, a
keen and vigilant observer of what is passing around him, will
acquire a sagacity and a tact that will make him a shrewd and
dexterous manager of his own affairs, and, often, a useful adviser
to his neighbors. But, he will be exceedingly
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apt to be a cunning man, rather than a wise one: and he will be a
prodigy, indeed, if he possess much of that ltberality ,Ind elevation
which literature is so eminently fitted to give. It is only the man
who combines the teaching of books, with the strong and close ob-
servation of life, that denerves the name of a well-informed man,
and presents a model worthy of your imitation. Such were Oxenstiern
of Sweden, Ximenes of Spain, Sully of France, and Cecil, Lord
Burleigh, of England. Such have been the most distinguished men
of your own country: and such is every man who is at once the
scholar, and the man of business.

But, both the acquisition of solid learning, and the sagacious
observation of life, demand a clear and sound judgment. This is,
indeed, an indispensable ingredient in that strength of character
which is, certainly, to fix your grade in society. Hence, gentlemen,
it is to the cultivation of a sound judgment that you must direct
your chief mental efforts. Young men are exceedingly apt to make
a sad mistake on this subject. Haud inexpertus loquor. There is
a pleasure in the indulgence of the lighter faculties, fancy,
imagination, wit--and there is an edmiration which follows their
successful dikplay, which youthful vanity can, with difficulty,
resist. But, throw this brilliant youth into the same arena with
an antagonist Who has gone for strength of mind, and whose reason
and judgment have been the chief objects of discipline, and you
will soon see the sparkling diamond reduced to carbon and pounded
to dust. The genius, himself, if he possess any stamina, will
speedily discover that, if he does not mean to be "set down an
ass," or, at the best, a splendid trifler of but little account,
he must change his battery, and learn to load with ball, instead
of blank cartridge. I give you this warning, that you may not
waste your ttme in this marching and countermarching of your minds,
but, that you may take the true direction at once, and hold it with
undeviating constancy. I do not mean that, if you possess wit and
fancy, you should seek to extinguish them: because they are often
useful auxiliaries to the strongest reasoner. But I do mean that
you should not Mistake the auxiliary, for the principal; ornamental
qualities, for business qualities; and waste, on their culture,
that precious time which should be given to the discipline of
higher faculties.

My advice to you, then, is to make your reason and judgment
the primary objects of your attention. All the studies that will
be offered to you here, will have a bearing, more or less, on these
faculties, because they will all go to increase your general
stock of knowledge,



772A

28

the materials on which reason and judgment work, and the armour.with which they fight; and, because, in the acquisition of any oneof them, reason and judgment must be, in some degree, exerted.Even in Belles Lettres, the lightest and most dangerous, becausethe most fascinating of them all, you are compelled at every stepto compare and to prefer; which is, at once, the exercise both ofreason and judgment. Besides, throughOut'ithe whole empire ofhuman knowledge, there are certain curious analogies which are ofgreat use, not only to the writer and speaker, but to the thinker,with a mere view to private judgment; and, consequently, the moreyou enlarge your stock of knowledge, the more do you increade thosestores of analogy and illustration which constitute an essentialpart of your strength. Old-fashioned economists will tell younever to pass an old nail, or an old horse shoe, or buckle, oreven a pin, wfthout taking it up; because although you may notwant it, now, you will find a use for it some time or other. Isay the same thing to you, with regard to knowledge. However use-less it may appear to you, at the moment, seize upon all that isfairly within your reach. For there is not a fact, within thewhole circle of human observation, nor even a fugitive anecdotethat you read in a newspaper, or hear in conversation, that willnot come into play, some time or other: and occasions will arisewhen they will, involuntarily, present their dim shadows in thetrain of your thinking and reasoning, as belonging to that train,and you will regret that you cannot recal them more distinctly.
But, while this it true of knowledge in general, there arecertain branches of education, which are better fitted, than others,to strengthen your reason, and clear your judgment: and, among theinitiatory studies in use in our grammar schools, the best of them,in my opinion, is that on which we are commonly first put, the studyof the latin language. It is a superficial error to consider itas a mere exercise of memory. It is one of the best exercises ofyouthful reason, and judgment. I speak of it, as it used to betaught, not being familiar with any modern innovations which mayhave taken place. The application of the rules of syntax, inparsing this language, is a continual exertion of reason andjudgment. The fundamental rules are, indeed, not very numerous;but the qualifications and exceptions to them, are almost infinite,and, to apply them promptly and correctly, in every case, demandsan acuteness of discrimination, which compels the pupil to becomea strict and severe reasoner, and a sound judge.
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monstration, and, to attempt it, would be to torture and lop truth,on the bed of Procrustes. I knew, once, an astronomer, who was, also,a legislator; a learned and amiable gentleman, and, for many years,the ch7lirman of the committee of finance in the General Assemblyof the state. It was -Old constant effort of that gentleman's mind,to bring his favourite science of mathematics to bear on his legis-lative duties, and to make Euclidian demonstrations in politicaleconomy. But, he met with the fate of the tv.aveling tutor, in oneof Smollett's novels, who attempted to reclaim a libertine pupil,by demonstrating to him, on the principles of plane trigonometry,the existence of a future state of rewards and punishment; he pro-duced only a laugh, when, in the simplicity of his heart, he looked,confidently, for conviction.
The business of life is conversant with moral truth, whichadmits no nearer approach, than that of high probability, and can-not be subjected to rigorous demonstration. You must learn there-fore, to reason well for the business of life. To accomplish this,I know of no better method of discipline, than tb read critically,the works, and listen to the arguments of those who are most dis-tinguished for the power of reasoning. As, for example, among thewriters, Bacon, Hooker, Sidney, Locke, and a host of others to whomtheft Fame Will, by and by, direct you. Mr. Locke recommendsChillingworth as a master teacher in the art of moral reasoning:but Mr. Locke, himself, is, in my opinion, greatly the superior ofthe two; and I beg leave to recommend to you, in an especial manner,as immediately connected with this subject, and as supplying theimperfections of this sketch, his masterly treatise "on the conductof the understanding." Among other golden rules which he gives us,in that work, for the guidance of our reason, there is one, to whichI cannot forbear calling yoUr attention; because I have observedthat the neglect of it, is one of the mostfrequent causes of failurein our reasonings. Man, he ot...sarves, is a being of limited faculties,and, from the indolence and impatience which are natural to him, heis very apt to take short views of subjects, and to rest his con-clusions (Ai the few facts which lie immediately within his reach,regardless of those that are further off, but, which must be takeninto the account, if he would avoid error. This rule is; never topercipitate your conclusion by an indolent or hasty view, but tolook far and wide around you, with a scrutinizing inspection, andto be sure that nothing has escaped you which belongs to the justconsideration of your subject. You are not to look at one
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side, only, of the case on which, perhaps, your prepossessions lie;but to dismiss all prepossessions, and to examine both sides withequal candor and fulness; and, in order that you may do so, you
are to imagine yourself the advocate first of one side, and thenof the other. It is only by thus stating the account, fully andfairly, on both sides, without the omissidin=iof a single unit thatbelongs to either, that you will be able to ascertain on whichside the balance stands. This is what Mr. Jefferson calls "seeingthe whole ground," and what Mr. Locke himself has called, "Zarge,sound, round-about sense:" the only kind of sense worth the pos-
session, either for the great or smaller concerns of life.

This comprehensiveness of mind is to be acquired by discipline:and, if nature has not altogether denied the germe, it is incon-
ceivable to what an extent it may be xpanded by culture. With thisview, one of the best exercises is to study, with ardent and intense
curiosity, the operations of other minds, particularly of thosewhich have been distinguished for extent and power. By observingthe strength with which they grasp their subject, the vigor with
which they traverse the whole field of inqdiry, and the energy andskill with which they winnow the chaffffrom the grain, your ownmind will take the impulse from theirs, until the momentum becomeshabitually established. You can no longer trifle with any subjectthat you take in hand. You will go to work with the determination"to think it out," if 1 may borrow a phrase from a living giant; and,deZenda est Carthago, will be your war-cry, in every assault.

In this discipline, the rival theories of eminent metaphysicians
is a good study. I speak of it as a mere exercise of reason. Onecan feel no great confidence in the theories of these gentlemen,
which are continually supplanting each other, without giving us anynew foothold that promises greater security than the last. Theyhave reduced their battle field to a perfect Golgotha, a place ofskulls; and the last victor of the moment can only stand, till
anoti-er champion shall make his entry to send him after his prede-
cessors, and, then, to follow, in his turn. Their works, nevertftel!less, kresent a good study. They will teach you the valuaUlehabit of self-observation, and shew you how the mind can turn inupon itself, and expatiate among its own powers. Their adversarydiscussions, will impress you with the importance of taking intothe account all the facts which belong to any disquisition; andthey will instruct and discipline you, by the vigor and addresswith which they push their arguments.
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But this science, too, is not without danger as applied to the
practical business of life. in this case, the danger is a propensity
to overrefinement and subtilty. The man who has imbibed too much of
the spirit of metaphysics, is seldom a prompt and able tactician,
either in public or private affairs. In thinking, speaking, or
acting, we must move forward with strong and bold steps. But the
metaphysician hangs upon his point, until he has refined it to
death, and his adversary has gained the goal, before he has fairly
started.

Again: I have already suggested it as the duty of you all, as
American citizens, Whatever may be your destination in life, to
understand, welZ, the constitution of the United States: and, it
happens that in connexion with this study, and, in exposition of the
instrument, there are, within your reach, several works which are
among the finest models of comprehensiveness and cogency of argument
that any country, in any age, has presented to the admiration and
respect of the world. I. allude to the justly celebrated essays of
the Federalist, and to the constitutional opinions of Chief Justice
Marshall, of the Supreme Court of the United States. These are the
works of giant minds, and, it is impossible to peruse them, without
being filled with wonder at the forceoóf the human understanding,
and touched with a generous desire to emulate these achievements.

These works have another great advantage for those who aspire to
the study and practice of eloquence. They give you the finest mod-
els of the nervous and the manly, and will teach you to despise the
worthless tinsel with which young minds are apt to be caught and
dazzled. They will teach you to think strong4, which should be
your first object: and to express your thoughts clearly and forcibly,
which completes the crown of intellectual greatness. Some of the
numbers of the Federalist, are illumined w4'h the finest touches of
beauty. But the flowers are never sought ror; they spring up, fresh
and spontaneous, in the track of thought, never encumbering but al-
ways relieving and illustrating the course of the argument, and,
manifestly, starting, in the chasteness of their beauty, from a
mind heated by its action on the principal theme.

Gentlemen, you must not despair of reaching the eminence on
which these great men stand, because you cannot gain it by a single
step. They gained it, as you must do, by toiling up the steep, gra-
datims, and with efforts that were frequently foiled, before their
success became complete. omnia vincit labor. Exert yourselves, now,
in proportion to your strength, and you will find your strength to

947



774B

33

increese by every new exertion. Peret taurum qui tulit

Lift the calf, every day, and you will, by and by, be able, like

Milo, to shoulder him, when grown to an ox.
Gentlemen, the subject of education is inexhaustible. As long

as I have detained you, I have yet done little more than to touch a

few of its more prominent heads. These hints (for they deserve no

better name) are not intended to be limited to the time you will em-

ploy here. They look farther. They look to the time after you shall

have left college; ;And their chief design is to recommend the tone

and complexion of character which you should labour to acquire, and

support, with dignified consistency, through life. You do not, I

hope, suppose that what you are to gain here is to constitute the

whole of your education. If you do, you have taken a most erroneous

view of the subject. This is the mere cradle, at best, the nurs.ery

of education. You learn to walk here; but it is not until you shall

have taken your place in the raaks of life, that you will learn to

march, with the firm and well-measured step of the soldier. You

will lay the foundation and acquire the rudiments of education here;

you will acquire, too, I hope, those habits of systematic application,

which are to operate through life; and you will, here, give that

just direction to your moral and intellectual character, which it

will be your passion to sustain till the hour of your deaths. But,

if your ambition be not that of an ephemeron, your whole life will

be one of arduous study, and of progressive improvement, and en-

largement. Your first step from the walls of the college, will

usher you on the stage of the world, where you will have it in your

power to correct the theories of your books, by the close and

constant inspection of actual life. It is on that theatre that we

are to learn the use which you will have made of your time here. It

will be in vain to shew us your diplomas. We shall require higher

evidence. Shew us pure and steady habits: high-souled principles:.

and solid learning. Shew us Strength of character, as displayed in

firmness of decision, and vigor of action, under the constant

guidance of virtue and of sound judgment. Give to your country

great and bright examples of genuine patriots and honest men. Teach

your children, and your children's children, how to live and how

to die.
Gentlemen, I am about to take my leave of you, and, perhaps,

shall never see you more. Indulge me, then, in a word at parting,

without uttering which I cannot leave you with a tranquil conscience.

I have endeavoured to shew you the road to worldly eminence. But

I should
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be false to the trust, which I have assumed, of communing with you,

freely, on the subject of your happiness, if I did not tell you,

farther, that my own humble experience, so far as it has gone,

accords with that of all men in all ages, that there is no worldly

eminence, nor any other good that this world can bestow, that will

not leave you disappointed and unsatisfied. Pope has described

our condition, in a single line, with melancholy truth:
"Man never is, but always to be bless'd."

Our happiness is never present, but always in prospect. We are,

constantly, reaching forward to some object ahead of us, which we

flatter ourselves will fill
"The craving void now aching in the breast."

Thus, Hope cheats us on, from point to point, and, at the close of

a long life, however successful it may have been, we find that we

have been chasing meteors which have dissolved at the touch. We

have, it'is true, passing amusements, temporary gratifications,

which satisfy us for the moment. This day, for example, is one

of them. The society, the love, the applause of our friends is

sweet. The admiration of the world is thrilling. But we soon

collapse, and the same fearful void returns to haunt us. We strive

to forget it, by plunging anew into business. We endeavor to fill

our minds with new occupations, either serious, or frivolous. We

start new meteors, that we may run away from ourselves, in the

chase. We seize them, and they burst--and the same fearful phantom

of desolation, stands again before us. And so it must ever bp,

until we find some object that can fill an immortal spirit, with

its immensity, and satisfy those vast desires with which it is

continually burning. Gentlemen, all experience confirms the truth

of revelation, in this: that Religion is the only pure and ever-

flowing fountain that can quench the thirst of our spirits, and

give us ease and contentment, even in this world. Every thing else

leaves us feverish and restless and fretful; irritated with trifles;

harassed with a thousand real or imaginary evils; vexed with our

disappointments, and mourning like Alexander, e*.fen over our

victories.
Lift up your eyes, then, to the Hills from whence cometh all

our help: and may the Being, who fills the Heavens and the Earth

with His Immensity, bless you with that Peace, which this world

can neither give, nor take away.
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Observations on the Education of Children
James Mott
1816
Samuel 'Wood & Son: New York

"The object of the following complation (for such it princ:!nally is) is to
convey in a concise manner, some ideas on the interesting subject of education:
particularly to such as have not had the opportunity of reading larger worLs;
nor, perhaps, some of them gained much instruction from the mode in which
themselves were educated; ."

"Az soon as a child clearly understands what is said to him, he should, in a
mild, gentle, but firm ranner, be let know his duty;..."

"To accustom children to industry is a necessary part of eencation."

Moral training and development of social awreness is essential educational
activity.

1. Generally, the author maintains that moral training in addition to de
velopment of social awareness is essential educational activity.

2. However, the article is not enlightening. Somewhat redundant.

3. Reading of this article to ascertain the author's view of the aims/
objectives of education is useful, but the same material is covered
better in other articles.

950



OBSERVATIONS

on the

EDUCATION OF CHILDREN;

and

HINTS TO YOUNG PEOPLE

on

THE DUTIES OF CIVIL LIFE.

.BY JAMES MOTT

New York:

Printed by Samuel Wood & Sons.
No. 357, Pearl-Street,

1816.

951



OBSERVATIONS ON EDUCATION.

THE object of the following compilation (for such it princi-

pally is,) is to convey in a concise manner, some ideas on the in-

teresting subject of education: particularly to such as have not

had the opportunity of reading larger works; nor, perhaps, some

of them gained much instruction from the mode in which themselves

were educated; and therefore, though desirous of discharging their

duty to the advantage of their offspring, yet find themselves at

a loss how to do it. These probably will stand open at least

to examine what is said. And in reading, it is hoped will make

the necessary allowance for repetitions, as they could not well

be avoided in making a selection from different authors.

Great, and very important is the charge of educating children.

The lively sensibility of fond parents, whilst it awakens many fears

of failure on their part, Will also animate them to encounter dif-

ficulties. They will scrutinize their own conduct, disposition and

opinions, in order to establish their own precepts. To do which,

strict self-government is necessary; as every deviation from rea-

son and justice, has a tendency to injure the temper, and weaken

the integrity of the objects of their solicitude. If the child see

the parent in a passion,:it will naturally indulge in the like

dispositiOn. And so with respect to every other deviation from

rectitude of conduct.
Reason and the nature of things, show the necessity of early

restraint, as well as culture. To effect this, and to gain a proper

ascendency over children, it is necessary carefully to avoid improper

indulgence onrdone hand, and debasing severity on the other.

When a child is capable of being reasoned with, it ought cer-

tainly to be treated asc'a rational creature. But there is a time

when habits of obedience may be formed, before the understanding

is sufficiently enlarged to be influenced by reasoning. The first in-

clination a child discovers, is the gratification of will. The first

business therefore of education is its subjection. And this may be

often done earlier than most parents are aware of. An infant will

reach out its hand to take something improper for it to have; if

its hand is then Oithheld, and the countenance and expression of

its parent refuse the indulgence, unmoved, by its cries or-struggles,

it will sorn learn to yield. And by uniformly experiencing similar

treatment ,. whenever its wishes ought not to be gratified, submission

will become familiar and easy. And as children advance
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in age, parents, by an easy mode of conversing with them, andadapting their language to age and capacity, acquire almost un-bounded influence over them. Sometof the most impressive lessonschildren receive, are conveyed in this simple mode of instruction.And if parents were careful to cultivate the young mind from thefirst dawn of reason; watching every opportunity of communicating
instruction; instilling correct ideas, and always careful that
example corresponded with precept; at the same time seeking adivine blessing on their humble endeavours; we may safely believe,
they would rarely be disappointed in having their children grow uparound them, all that they could reasonably desire. How exquisitemust be the delight in reflecting, that our patient superintendence
has prevented errors in our offspring, which would have endangeredthe virtue and felicity of their whole existence.

To obtain over children an ascendency which imprints -respect,
and prepares obedience, is of the utmost moment. But let it be
remembered, that scolding, threats, or a harsh tone of voice, do notprocure it. It is gained by even, steady, firm, moderate treatment,
accompanied by a disposition of mind, so master of itself, as to begoverned by reason and judgment; and never to act by pession orfancy. Persevering, yet gentle firmness, begun in tfancy, estab-
lishes proper discipline, procures obedience, and prevents almost all
punishment. When, on the contrary, by improper indulgence in in-
fancy, a child's will becomes incorrigible; and then severity isresorted to in order to bring into subjection. Consequently, thesooner a child is brought into subjection, the better for it, and
easier for the parent.

As soon as the faculties of the infant mind begin to open andexpand, children are curious and inquisitive. The objects around
them affect their senses, and induce them to ask a variety of ques-tions. And it is at this period that they are ready to believe everything they hear. How much hen does it concern those Whow have
the management of them, to guard against their unsuspecting mindsbeing imposed upon by the infusion of incorrect ideas. But do notparents too cften open the way for their being thus imposed upon?
For although when children begin to unfold their ideas, by expressingtheir thoughts in words, we listen eagerly to their simple observa-tions, and are delighted with them; yet, it too often happens thatwhat was at first delightful, soon becomes tiresome; and insteadof meeting with encouragement for every attempt to express an idea,they are soon repulsed for troublesome talkativeness, even whenthey talk sense, they are suffered to talk unheard, or are checked
for unbecoming presumption. Thus we deter them from communicating
their thoughts, and preclude :ourselves the opportunity of affordingthem that information they need and which it is our duty to give.Children feel this change severely; and they are apt to become shy,silent, and reserved towards their parents, and endeavour to consolethemselves With children of their own age: or complaisant servants,who are incapable of becoming their useful instructors. Would itnot be more prudent to continue our attention, and listen to their
childish inquiries, and not suffer even their frivolous prattleto interrupt us? Very different is this encourageing freedom inanswering their inquiries, from gratifying their self-will andunreasonable demands.
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Gratification of will, is encouraged by frequent indulgence of
their improper desires, and thereby every notion of happiness be-
comes connected therewith; and the idea of misery with that of dis-
appointment. Thus an over regard for personal ease, and personal
gratification, is implanted in the winch, and selfishness too frequent-
ly becomes the predominant feature in the Character; and anger,
peevishness, and pride-are the products. For, by improper indul-
gence, self-will grows so rapidly, that a capricious humour is its
unavoidable consequence. The passions so act and react upon each
other, that the frequent gratification of will, engenders pride,
and pride augments the desire of gratifying the will till it becomes
insatiable. Many are the tyrannical husbands and fathers, and
turbulent wives and mothers that have been formed by an education
in which the will has never known subjection. For, as too much
indulgence increases selfishness; so certainly does the spirit of
selfishness occasion miseries in domestic life.

May we not appeal to the parents, as well as persons who have
lived with a family of spoiled children, for a sanction to the as-
sertion, that the gratification of the will, has been productive of
misery?

But, in endeavouring:Ito avoid improper indulgence, let us be-
ware of severity. For if the first strengthens self-will, and engen-
ders pride and self-importance; the other imbitters present exis-
tence, and strikes at the root of the most valuable social virtues;
and while it spoils the temper, so enfeebles the mind, as to repress
the proper spirits necessary in transactions of any consequence in
manhood.

That respect to the superior wisdom of a parent, which consti-
tutes awe, and is obtained by uniting gentleness with firmness, is
a salutary feeling to keep the volatile disposition of children with-
in due bounds. But it differs widely either from the respect ac-
colipanying the self-will consequent on uncontrolled indulgence; or
a fear produced py an abject restraint, that benumbs every noble
energy of the mind.

Where the dread of punishment predominates, the disposition is
generally artful; and the fear which is produced by severity,
prompts children not so much to avoid faults, as to elude detection
by base subterfuges, that still more incurably deprave the heart.
These are too often the consequences of inflicting punishment
instad of inculcating tha Itive of virtue.

Indeed, timid childhood can hardly resist the temptation terror
holds out to them, of endeavouring to hide offences if possible.
And though severity should extort confession, and promise of
strict obedience; it is not calculated to produce sincere repentance,
or awaken virtuous thoughts, nor does it implant any principle to
hinder the child from commitAng a similar fault in our absence.
Its self-will may indeed by made sullenly to submit to superior
strength forcibly'exerted; but it will_remain unsubjected. And
the odious, and much to be dreaded spirit of revenqe, by this kind
of treatment, is often generated. To secure comfort to parents, or
real benefit to their children, obedience must flow from proper
motives. And correction, to prove effectual, must be applied to the
mind. To shew children we are deeply afflicted, not enraged at
their misconduct, tends to awaken their feelings, and bring into
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action their reason, and is a much more probable means of reclaim-
ing them from evil, than the frequent recurrence of the agitating
severity of the rod, which irritates the disposition but rarely
convinces the judgment.

It may be objected, that Snlomon hath said, "he that spareth
the rod, hateth his son." And there is cause to believe, that many
parents, teachers and masters have sacrificed their own natural
feelings and tenderness, to this figurative precept, and thus caused
much of the falsehood, meanness and inconsistency imputed to those
who.feel themselves dependant on the will of others.

A greater than Solomon hath most expressly commanded, "take
no thought fbr your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink;"
and yet no rational being literally obeys this indunction, or con-
siders it prohibiting the necessary requisites. Let So1omon's
maxim therefore be understood as a strong eastern figure, to enjoin
an early and careful restraant on every bad propensity. It is
instruction, not arbitrary punishment that must aid children in gov-
erning their own inclinations and emotions. Blamable actions should
be rebuked, but if it is done in love, without wrath or violence,
false excuses or contrivances to hide what may have been done amiss,
would seldom be thought of. If parents were fully aware of the
danger attendant on extinguishing the glimmering light of rectitude
in their children, how conscientiously would they suppress wrath
in themselves, and govern by reason and affection; for it is scarcely
possible even to express displeasure with sufficient propriety,
when a person is in a passion; especially to a child, whom we aim
to instruct by what we say to him.

When mild, but decided measures are pursued in education, young
children will seldom need greater punishment than confinement, or
being deprived of some amusement oti pleasure, to curb their passions.
They will probably cry when this sentence is put in force, but
thetr tears should be disregarded, till they are submissive. And
they ought always to be confined in sight, and never where there
is danger of their being affrighted, for this is what ought to be
particularly guarded against. Fear probably is sometimes a con-
stitutional defect; yet it is believed, is oftener an acquired one,
and has a sufficient claim upon our attention, to endeavour to
prevent it. To hinder children from touching what is hurtful, other
means may be used than telling them it will bite them. And making
it a constant rule, never to give them what they cry for, will be
found a far more efficacious remedy, than to call fer the old man,
or mad dog, who are to come down chimney for naughty children.

And it may not be improper here, to recur to a well known fact,
as a proof that impressions made on the mind in early life are
generally lasting. There are many sensible persons, who are through
life, slaves to the terror of darkness, from their having been
unguardedly frightened when children, by the foolish stories of
ghosts and apparitions being seen in the dark. Here ghosts and
darkness, are associated together in infancy and forcibly impressed
by the passion of fear. And though reason in riper age, has
pointed out the absurdity, it has not always been able to extirpate
the fear. It is therefore highly necessary to guard against chil-
dren's hearing such ridiculous tales related.
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Among the many disadvantages attending severe measures, intraining up children, one is, parents too generally trust to theeffects of chastisement, and are defidient in that uniform superin-tendence, mild restraints, and seasonab:e persuasive advice andcaution, on which the forming right habits, almost entirely depends.Children when subjected to severity, often obtain more perniciousindulgenCes, and take more dangerous liberties, than those whoare moderately curbed, and gently instructed. The keen temperthat transports to harsh extremes, is often accompanied by strongaffections; and when anger has subsided, the parent is sorry forhaving gone so far; then too much liberty succeeds, till anotherfault, originating perhaps in parental negligence or idleness, orboth, draws on the child another unprofitable punishment. And thusthe continued crossing the humours that '-ne been indulged, canhardly fail to call forth resentment, anger, sullenness, or obsti-nate perverseness. And as the frequent recurrence of anger or re-sentment, tends to beget hatred and illwill, the disposition to ben-evolence is destroyed, and that of malevolence is introduced in itsroom. Where there noother ill'consequences in austerity, thangiving a disgust to home, and the probable consequence of theirchildren's associating with company abroad, and perhaps not themost discreet; it ought to guard parents against it.It is unquestionable, that whatever tends to debase or harden,though it may restrain in single instances, can have no good effectin regulating the conduct in general.
Bet some may say, are we totally to ex-elude the rod? No. Butit Lhould be used very sparingly, and with great discretion andjudgment. Never passionately or in anger: and the instanceswherein it is necessary on children capable of being reasoned with,will'be very few, unless parents hFoie been previously deficient intheir aty. And will it be likely to benefit the child to whip itfor t",.. parent's neglect?
According to the wise provision of Providence, the fond endear-ment of parental love prodtices an attachment in the breast of thechild; a judicious parent will take advantage of this circumstance,to lay a foundation for that entire freedom which ought ever to ,..)t-ist between parents and children. If confidence has been earlyinvited, by endearing affability, and established by prudence, re-serve in the child will seldom have place in maturer years.When children are accustomed to unbosom themselves, and un-reservedly reveal their wisheS to the parental friend, who is mostinterested in their welfare, what advantages must result to them,and what pleasure to the parent! And there is no fear of losingrespect by familiarity, it is by that we gain their confidence, andthus learn to cure their faults.
Young people who are treated as companions, by judicious andcommunicative parents, are seldom addicted to degrading practices.They will even forego many indulgences to avoid displeasing orgiving them pain. And as they can freely tell their schemes totheir liberal minthed parents, these may thereby discover inclinationsin the child to cantion against, which might save it from manyentanglements.
And there are few young people so void of sense, as not to availthemselves of parental advice and experience, if not discouraded
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by want of freedom in the parents. But let it not be forgotten,
that if we would have children unbosom their thoughts to us, their
confidence must be invited by kindness and condescension. Not a
condescension to improper indulgences, but a kind that increases
parental influence in rlgnt 1-f.--vernment.

It is by enlightening the understanding, that young persons are
brought to feel the true ground of parental authority. Injunctions
and restraints are necessary in youth, but if they are softened by
endearment, will generally find returns of obedience. And un-
grateful claims to liberty will rarely oppose parental advice, bes-
towed with mildness. But neglect or hard usage on the one hand,
or inconsiderate liberty on the other, vitiates the heart; and un-
amiable propensities become habitual. Innumerable preventive cares,
and small attentions, in forming good habits, are indispensable in
those who superintend infancy and youth. Much misery may be pre-
vented by successive and seemingly trivail efforts to impress the
tender mind with clearly defined perceptions of right and wrong.

As soon as a child clearly underttarids what is said to him, he
should, in a mild, gentle, but firm manner, be let know his duty,
and what his parents will rexpect of him, andamong other things,
that he will never obtain his desire by ill humour, or crying; but
that if he asks pleasantly for what is suitable, it will be granted
him. This method steadily pursued, would tend greatlY4to prevent
that freting, crying, importuning disposition, which we often see
in children, in order to obtain what they desire. When children
discover, that tears and murmurs have no effect, they soon become
manageable, and acquire a habitual command over themselves.

A child accustomed to have what he cries for, will sometimes cry
for things a parent may not choosesto give; and persevere in crying,
till he exhausts the patience of the parent, and then he is whipped.
Thus people first indilge children, and then chastise them for the
natural consequence of that indulgence; and it is perhaps difficult
to say which injures the temper most. Don't touch this! don't do
that! are frequent injunctions of a parent, who, nevertheless,
permits either to be done with impunity, till some petty misc;lief is
done, though the child was not able to make the distinction, and
then he is again whipped; and to this whipping do parents sometimes
appeal as a testimony, that they do not spoil the child. By an
early habit of implicit obedience, and a fixed determination not to
grant a child what it cries for, in order to prevent its crying, and
of course, the occasicp of all this whipping; would not the parent
as well as the child be happier?

By diminishing temptations to do wrong, we act more humanely
than by multiplying restraints and punishments. Hence the pro-
priety of but few prohibitions, and these judicious, but decisive;
such as we can steadily persevere to enforce. If we are not ex-
act in requiring obedience, we shall never obtain iti either by per-
suasion or authority. Parents' word should be considered a law;
an0 when made so from early infancy, it will not often be controver-
ted. The will of the child will become habitually subordinate to
the will of +he parents, and obedience rendered natural and easy.
This require7 steadiness and self command: and without
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these, there is very little hope, that the education of a child will
ever be conducted upon consistent principles.

I will here relate a circumstance as stated by a female writer
on the subject of education: "One morning" says she, "as I entered
the drawing room of my friend, I found the little group of cherubs
at high play around their fond mother, Who was encouraging their
sportive vivacity, which was at that time noisy enough; but which,
on my entrance, she hushed into silence by a single word. No bad
humour followed, but as the spirits which had been elevated by the
preceding amusement, could not at once sink into a state of ac-
quiescence, the judicious mother did not require wnat she knew
could not without difficulty be complied with; but calmly addressing
them, gave the choice of remaining in the room, without making any
noise, or of going to their own apartment. The eldest and youngest
of the four prefered the former, while the two others went away
to the nursery. Those who staid with us! amused themselves by
cutting paper in a corner, without giving any interruption to our
conversation. I begged to know by what art she attained such a
perfect government of her children's wills and actions. By no art,
returned this excellent parent, but that of teaching them from the
very cradle an implicit submission. Having never once been per-
mitted to disobey me, they have no idea of attempting it. But you
see, I always give-.them a choice, when it can be done with pro-
priety; if it cannot, what?ver I say, they know to be lawillike that
of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not."

How widely different, and how much more advantageous to
children, as well as comfortable to parents is this kind of treat-
ment, than that rigid strictness which pnoduces slavish fear; or that
unwarrantable indulging the humours of children, which deprives
parents of any proper control over them. Pureiaffection is so di-
rected to the happiness of the child as to lead out of both-,these
extremes. And ';4hile it endeavours by kindness a :I love, to pre-
vent any thing iike forced obedience, it also guards against that
kind of liberty by which it loses its right authority.

But it is sorrowfully observed, that while some children do not
receiVe a comfortable attendance, there are others who by being im-
properly waited upon, their humours gratified, and becoming the ob-
jects of attention to a whole family, form such an idea of their
own consequence, as even to asstme the arrogance of command: and,
if disobeyed, neglected or disappointed, will burst into a passion,
and scream with rage and disappointment. Thus have the seeds of
pride and self-will been sown in the infant heart. On the contrary,
if a child is occasionally made to feel its weakess and wants,
it learns to accept the services of others as a favour, which
inspites love and gratitude.

Great indeed is the responsibility of parents, as well as the
vigilance necessary in managing their offspring: Children are lia-
ble to many irregular desires, and wrong propensities; to aid them
in resitting and subduing these, must be the constant care of
those who educate them.

Among other evil propensities, lying is an odious one, and
every precaution should be used to prevent it. They should hak the
example of our own invariable regaru for ttruth; -ake them no
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promises which we do not scrupulously perform: use no threaten-
ings unless we intend to exact the penalty; be careful about ques-
tioning them in any circumstances, under which it is their interest
to deviate from truth; nor require of themripromises, which we have
reason to believe they will-fail in performing. But if after all
our precaution, we find habits of falsehood in young children, we
must endeavour to break them. Let us begin by removing the tempta-
tion to it, whatever it may be. For instance, if the child has the
habit of denying things which he has done, it wIll be prudent 3not
to question him about them. Proper commendation and expressions
of affection when he does speak truth, will be likely to operate
in breaking his habits of equivdcotion, more effectually than much
use of the rod.
1 When the propensity to falsehood is in a child more advanced,
perhaps the best method to cure it, is by explaining in a few forci-
ble words, not only the evil, but the folly of an offence, which de-
prives him who is guilty of it of our confidence, and debases his
character: that in doing it, he commits a greater crime to hide a
smaller one; that he has nothing to hope from telling a falsehood,
nor any thing to fear from speaking truth.

Talebearing is a habit attended with de9.: -ng and injurious
consequences, and seldom fails to produce censoriousness and false-
hood. Children should be strictly guarded againit it, both by
precept and example; and early taught not speak to the disadvan-
tage of any person.

An early and deep rooted, sense of justice, strict justice, is
the proper soil wherein to nourish every moral virtue: and there-
fore should claim the constant care of parents assiduously to instil
its importance into the tender minds of their children. The feel-
ings of bevenolence will never be uniform, nor extensive in their
operations, unless they are supported by a strong sense of justice.
For this end, the necessity and propriety of practising on all occa-
sions, the most scrupulous integrity, liberality, fair dealing, and
honour, consistent with the rule of doing unto others, on all ocrl-
sions as they v.ould be done unto, ought to be early and forcibly
inculcated, by precepi: andtexample. Far from indulging a smile
at any instance of selfish dexterity, they should see that we view
it with detestation. And as oprortunities of inculcating the
necessity, frequently occur, they ought not to be passed by in
silence. When a child has received an act of kindness or generosity,
an appeal ought instantly to be made to his feelings, and the duty
of contributing in a similar manner, to the happiness of others,
enforr-Nd at the moment when the 'wind is in a proper tone for the ex-
ercise of the sympathetic feelings.

To establish an habitual regard to the principles of honesty, a
child should not be permitted topick up the smallest article, with-
out inquiring to whom it belongs. This easy rule, and asking
leave before they take any thing, even when very young, will give
them a strong regard to the property of others. To habituate
chiidren to ask permission, io equivalent to seeking advice in more
advanced years.

And here I Vdil just advert to that unjustiff,hle inquisitive-
ness that leads to listening at doors, peepiny into letters, and
other
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mean devices to gain intelligence: it ought to be positively for-bidden, and they taught an abhorrence of all indirect means of satis-fying their curiosity: and that they ought not even to look atthe contents of an open letter without liberty: nor iddeed of anyother writing that does not belong to them.
They ought to be taught to set a high value upon time; to con-sider that it cannot be recalled, and that there is but a limitedportion of that precious possession for all they have to perform.The principle of responsibility for the right use of both time andproperty should be carefully impressed on the youthful mind. Thateach was given them for the good of others, as well as their ownbenefit.
Whatever tends to inspire children with a high opinion of theirown comparative importance, or annexes to any situation in life,ideas of contempt., will certainly counteract our designs of inspiringthem with humility. The contemptible light in which some childrenare taught consider servants or hired laborers, and the libertythey in consequenc.3 therof take, in speaking with a commandingtone of voice, or behaving with haughtiness toward these, or in-civility to others whom they consider their inferiors; will at anearly age produce this high opinion of their own importance. While,on the other hand, some by an unguarded freedom and familiaritywith hired people or servawts of low character, and perhaps im-moral conduct, suffer very great loss, if not utter ruin. Greatis the difficulty of keeping children from these dangers; and stillgreater is the duty of parents, to obey the call of principle intheir domestic regulations; first by not suffering their childrenany commanding authority, or imperious behaviour, nor yet a danger-ous familiarity with people they employ. And then, by consideringthe moral qualities of people they do employ in their families, noless important than their abilities. To find such may be attendedwith some difficulty, and probably lxtra expense, but would it notbe preferable for our children's sake, to endeavour to get peopleof good character and conduct in our families, even if less qualifiedfor business than those of bad example and greater abilities thoughit should cost us some exertion, as well as sacrifice of property?But it it apprehended, that if more care were taken properly to in-struct and inculcate right principles, bOth by precept and example,and a suitable school education given to children we take to bringup, there would be less cause for complaint of difficulty to findsuitable persons to employ in our families.

Early admonish children, not intentionally to spoil the mosttrifling article, or waste the least property, as both may be usefulto poor people. Thu$ they will learn to save upon a principle ofbenevolence, and not From selfish or sordid motives. And ascommiseration and beeevolence are amiable virtues, they oughtearly to be cultivated. To give these feelings a right direction,they should oe exercised in good deeds, which require some effort.They may be taught to take care of shoes, andeother Clothing, whenpast their use, that they may relieve with them t.de wants of poorlittle boys and girls, who have only such charitable supplies todefend them from the cold. '11-1d even encouraged to give up gratifi-cation for the sake of dedicating to benevolent purposes, the moneywhich these indulgences might have required. And it will have amuch better effect on them, thanlarge gifts obtained from parentalliberality, and distributed without trouble or reflection.
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To accustom children to indugtry, is a necessary part of educa-
tion. If indulged in idleness when young, it will afterwards make
application to business more irksome. But while parents use proper
means to fit their childfen for labour, and the valuable domesti:
arts, they should not lose sight of qualifying them to enjoy its
fruits.,by engaging manners, and a cultivated understanding; and
thereby prepare them for the necessary intercourse with mankind.
A young woman who makes and repairs her own clothing; who has been
made acquainted with every particular circumstance of a servant's
duty, and takes an active part in family concerns, is careful to
prevent waste, or carelessness in others; will ba respectable and
useful in her father's family, and particularly so in a married
state; where she combines frugality with plenty, retrenching superflu-
ous cost and decoration; and thus is fitted to meet adverse as well
as prosperous circumstances. When domestic economy is viewed in
this light, is there a woman that will disdain to rank it among filer
accomplishments? Or a sensible man who will not prize in his wife,
a capacity of acting as his unassuming counsellor, and of properly
managing his housefold affairs?

Competent skill in the management of a family, and in the care
of children, is far more essential, than all the elegant arts, on
which so much time, expense and anxiety, are by some bestowed. That
part of education which prepares young people to act with readiness
and decision in common affairs, is of inestimable value.

Youth who are necessitated to procure their subsistence by in-
dustry, and are thereby prevented the opportunity of much literary
instruction, should be pressingly encouraged to full up their leisure
hours in improving their minds, by reading well chosen books, woich
will not only have this tendency, but be a means of keeping them -
out of unprofitable company. Whatevel- may be our occupation in life,
there is in an upright, liberal, benevolent, and cultivated mind,
an inherent dignity, that will meet with esteem fromall whose
opinion deserves to be regarded.

People whose circumstances situation make it necessary, may,
by giving to the eldest daughter a suitable education, have a large
family get their literary instruction at a moderate expense. A
thoughtful, sensible girl will double her diligence to become capa-
ble of benefiting her brothers and sisters, and, animated by
affection, she will not find such exertions laborious.

When children arrive at an age suitable to have the care of
their clothes and other things, to furnish each with a place for
their little articles; and being often told it is disgraceful to be
disorderly, they Will soon imbibe these opinions, and see the pro-
priety not only as it respects neatness of clothing, but of putting
every article they use in doing thetr business, in its proper place
when done with. Thus, regularity will become as eas Y, and more
agreeable than irregularity. The habit of order and method is im-
portant to them, because the probability is, if early taught and
prized, it will accompany them through life; and prevent the in-
convience and perplexity,that people often experience for want of it
in the management of their business.

A boy whilst assisting his father at work, if treated with en-
courk'ging kindness, will not soon forget the hints he may receive
to direct his future conduct and dealing with mankind: a daughter
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treated 'in the same manner by her mother, receive similar ad-
vantages in managing her domestic concerns. The advantage of
interesting our children in our affairs, and discussing with them
such points as are proper to be laid before them, are known only
by such as have profited by the respectful suggestions of filial
counsel; and enjoyed the pleasure of seeing their children improv-
ed by the exercise of their judgment.

And they ought to be admitted to tahle at meals; and our hav-
ing colapany should never prevent it, provided there is room; by
this privilege their manners will be improved, and they will learn
from others, how to conduct themselves; and by that means get
divested of that bashfulnes which often produces great awkwardness.

We are apt to err in not attending sufficiently to bashful chil-
dren, whilst the bold and lively are treated with smiles of appro-
bation. Those who are too shy and backward, ought to be brought
into that notice, which would convert bashcelnes, into becoming
modesty. Frequently introducing them into company of engaging
friends and arquaintance, will tend to enable them to overcomethis weakness. Indeed, the frequent introduction into company from
whose conversation and manners, they may gain instruction, is of
no small consequence to young people in general. For by a proper
atte:-tion and desire to improve, they may attain a situation to
set themselves down at ease with their superiors, and become
agreeagle companions.

It is not only that bashf'2.1 children are sometimes neglected,
but that family affection which is the natural result of children's
being from infancy educated upon sensible principles, is too often
nipped in the bud, by partiality of parents. Where one or more of
the childi-en in a family are singled out as objects of partisular
regard, it seldom fails to produce pernicious consequences. In the
favoured child, it -lays the foundation for pride and self-importance.
In the deglecteckone, it raises indignation if not hatred; unless heburies his sorrows in his own bosom, and suffers under deep discourage-
ment.. Whatever may be the motives assigned for partiality, parents
must answer to the Judge of all the earth, for the sorrows and evils
it produces. Concord in a family greatly depends on parents' manage-ment: out we have no right to expect it, where partial;ty is
manifest. In order to promote love and harmony among children, one
ought not to be praised at the expense of another. No envious com-
parisons must be drawn. Children should not be allowed to scoff
at one who happens to be an offender. This practice destroys af-
fection and gives rise to resentment and retaliation. They sncuid
be instructed to feel for one another when in disgrace, and not beprohibited from interceding. Teasing and derision s:-nuld not beallowed in a family, as it tends to imbitter the best temper.

To be often chiding for trivial faults, is injurious:. noticing
them merely by caution and advice is far preferable. Threats argil
scolding tend greatly to lessen filial love, and parental authority.
An important step to be taken in education, is to make ourselves
loved; and ,,-each our children virtues by examples, as well as pre-cept. Those who teach others, should first subdue their own passions.
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Never can we fulfil the divine command of doing unto others as
we would they should do unto us, until we have learned to restrain
the passions and desires which terminate in self; and therefore, if
we would assist .Children in attaining such a control over the self-
ish passions as is necessary for the practical exerdise of piety,
justice and benevolence; we must begin betimes to inure them to
the practice of self-denial. Is it not for want of self-denial, and
from acting from the impulse of self-will, that we so often see the
professors of piety void of chatity, benevolence, and that justice
of doing as they would be done unto.

To give the intellectual part of our nature a command over the
animal, ought surely to constitute a primary object In education;
for according as the one or the other prevails, bill the character
be formed to vice or virtue. And yet we generally act towards
children, especially when young, as if the sensual part of their
nature were the only object of our concern.

Hence, amongst other evil consequences, is that resulting rom
the mistaken conduct of pampering the appetite, and indulging the
pleasures of the palate in childhood; and they are of greater
moment than manycparents are aware of; for thereby the idea of
happiness becomes associated with I gratification of the sensual
app2-tit; hence proceeds the degrac g habit of unwarrantabie self-
indulgev:e in eating and drinking in riper years.

And is it not more than probable, that parents sometimes im-
plant the spirit of pride in their children by the finery of dress
ney put on them when young? And thus they become captivesto the
vanity and feivolousness of fashion. The inconstancy of which is
such, that it is quite sufficient if one mode of dress, however Ilse-
ful, has been long adopted, it must be discarded, and another, though
less convenient, but having the charm of novelty, subStitutea in its
p;ace; even though it be so formed as almost to put modesty to the
blush. I. it not then a duty we owe our children, to model ther
dress agreeably to that simplity which is so noble, so delightful.,
and in all respects so conformable to christian simplicity?

The most opulent parent ought not to be a:- led to adt;pt in
the economical education of their children, the excellent lotto,
"waste not, want not." Early habits of care, and an ear aversion
and contempt of waste and extravagance may preserve an estite, which
for thr want of them might be soon lavished away. And to encourage
young people in economy, they should be taught to take a family
interest in domestic expenses. Parental reserve in money matters,
is impolitic: as one judiciously observes, "that father who wraps
his affairs up in mystery, and who views his child with jealous
eyes, as a person who is to begin to live when himself dies, will
probably make him an enemy, by treating him as such." A frank
simplicity, and cordial dependence upon the integrity and sympathy
of their children will be more likely to insure to parents ttleir
disinterested friendship. Ignorance is always more to be dreaded
than knowledge. Young people who are acquainted with family expenses,
and the various wants of a farcily, will not be likely to be un-
reasonable in their own expenditures. And the pleasure of being
esteemed and trusted, is early felt, and the consciousness of
deserving confidence is delightful to children.

3
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Whatever is read or Children hear spoken of in terms of admira-
tion or approbation, if it shall coincide with their inclinations,
must give a strong bias to their mines. Hence the necessity of
guarding conversation in families; as well as excluding companions
and books that have a tendency to vitiate the heart. And people
should conscientiously abstain from passing encomiums on the beauty,
sprightliness or other accomplishments of children, as it tends to
lead to pride and self-conceit, which otherwise they might have been
preserved from. To prevent children from feading improper books,
parents should be careful to provide proper ones, and if we wish
to inspire them with the love of the Scriptures, let them see that
other books are read and dismissed, and the bible alone remains the
constant companion of our serious hours, the subject of uur daily
meditation; they will asso2iate the idea of superior excellence With
the bible, before they are able to read. And on the contrary, if
they perceiie that we read it but seldom, and perhaps with seeming
indifference, it will prejudice them against it.

In all our management of children and young persons, our chief
object should be, the introduction of sentiments that are friendly to
virtue and happiness. But in order effectually to impress these
sentiments, let us bear in mind, that example has a powerful effect.
For though parents concerned for the welfare of their children,
caution them against anger, if they see this passion given way to in
the parents, of what effect is precept? Again, we advise them
against an avaricious disposition: hut if they discover, that our
prevailing desire is to accumulate wealth, will they be likely to-act
differently? We teach them the necessity of doing unto others as
they would be done unto; and yet, if they detect us in conducting
ourselves contrary to this rule, will they not learn by our example
to do as we do? Parents who are devoted to pleasure, and self-
indulgence, must expect their children to run the same course. A
mother who is fond of dress and company, whose aim is to attract
attention, and outshine her neighbours and friends, in *he splendor
of her furniture, &c. may iLldsed lecture her children on the nece-
sity of humility, and caution them against the pomps and vanities of
this world; fiuch lessons maj play upon the ear, but will never sink
into the heart, while they are taught by her example, that these
very pomps and vanities are the prime end of existenc.

While esteem for goodness and piety are by pa- nts professed in
words, but contradicted by conduct; in vain will b he effects of
religious or moral precepts. If we teach the love of the great Su-
preme with our lips, and that of mammon by our lives, we may assure
ourselves, the latter only will be taught effectually. Children
from the eatliest dawn of reason, should be learning from the,tenor
of out liveF, an esteem for virtue, and aversion for vice.

Upon the heart, the uniform tnor of precept and example,
wrought into habit, and confirmed into principle, can alone be ex-
pected to make an effectual and lasting impression. The experience
of mankind confirms this trtth; and yet too many of us appear to
cherish thc idea of effecting wonders, by giving our children lessons
of virtue, and storing ,their memories with facts and theories,
unaided by example.
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It is of the utmost consequence, that the first impressions made
on children's minds respecting the Divine Being, are correct, and
encouraging. They should be taught that he is the giver of every
good, the author of all felicity, that he is love itself, and de-
lights in our happiness. These impressions, and having religion and
happiness connected together in their view, will be likely to beget
the feelings of love, reverence and gratitude, and be a better
foundation for a practical assent to the truths of the gospel than
creeds and catechisms got by heart. And as age unfolds the capacity,
the doctrines of chtistianity ought to be presented in the simplest
forms; divested of all incomprehensible articles of belieF. It is
to be feared that some pious, but ill-judging parents, by represent-
ing the deity to the imagination of children in the light of an
avenging sovereign, whose service is perfect bondage, have thereby
united such gloomy and unpleasant ideas with religion, as greatly
to strengthen their resistance to the admission of truth.

It is by refining and exalting the motives of action that parents
promote the happiness o their families. Therefore, it is very im-
portant to fix on the young mind a conviction that religion is not
an occasional act, but the effect of the in-dwelling principle of di-
vine grace, by which then common acts are to be governee, and their
evil propensities subdued; that the indissoluble connexiee between
religion and moral rectitude must ever be maintained. If ye love.
God, ye will avoid evil, and do good; and it is the purity of the
motive which not only gives worth and beauty, but which, in a
christian sense, gives life and efficacy to the best actions. And
without pure motives, acts of devotion, however spiendid, will not
be accepted in the divine sight.

When love to God, and love and good will towards men, have
been early impressed, as essential doctrines of christianity, and themind has been taught to approve itself, by its consciousness of
having performed its duty; young people entering into life to act
for themselves, who have imbibed these principles, will not commonly,
it is apprehended, deviate widely from rectitude of conduct.

May the concerned parents, therefore, not suffer the lively sea-
son, when the hearts of their children are flexible, the conscience
tender, and love ardent, to slide by, without impressing by example
end precept, thoseeprinciples, on their adherence to which their
happiness in time and eternity depends.

I will here close these observations, by saying, that whatever
be the evnt of a pious education to the child, it is very important
to parents to have acquitted themselves of the incumbent duty of
training their child in the way he should go. Very different must
be the feelings an reflections of those parents, who, though mourn-ing over a prodigal child, can appeal to the searcher of hearts, for
having endeavoured to the best of their knowledge, to lead him in
the path of rectitude, from those who, though also lamenting teeevil courses of their offspring, have their own neglected luty of
seasonable instruction staring them in the face.
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HINTS

to

YOUNG PEOPLE

on the

DUTIES OF CIVIL LIFE.

YOU are now t that season of life when you are most sus-
ceptible of improvement. Your faculties are expanding; and exercisewill increase their powers. The understandino is now inquisitiveand eager for information. Let it be your aim that it be directedto the contemplation of proper objects; and the acquisition.of usefulknowledge. If left uncultivated, ycu may conceive false notions
of things, and will probably imbibe such prejudices, as may here-after give a wrong bias to your conduct through life; and, in agreat measure deprive you of the satisfaction and benefit that maybe derived from civ412 society,

Mow indeed is t. seed time of life; and according to what you7,ow, you shall reap. The diection you now give your desires and
passions, will be likely to continue to govern them. Beware, there-fore, at your first setting out in life, of those seducing appear-ances of pleasure that 3urround you; or other snares and temntations
the world holds out. It often happens, that by a continued series
of loose, though apparently trivial gratifications, the heart isthoroughly corrupted. Guard ''herefore against accounting any thingsmall or trivial, which is in Pratard of introducing disorder intoyour hearts. Set out with intentions, that usefulness and activegoodness shall direct your pursuits: thus will each in his place,
contribute to the general welfare, and reap the consequent benefitof their own improvement.

A great duty of civil life, is to remember others, and fulfilthe obligations we are under of doing good. Civil life is a commerceof mutual assistances. The most virtuous bring the greatest share.In seeking the good of others, you will generally insure your own.
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People who live only for themselves, are despicable creatures.Self-love sometimes occasions us to commit great crimes; and in its
most innocent state, it weakens the virtues and harmonies of society,and lessens to us our own faults. Which, to see in their true
point of view, we must behold, with the same eyes with which wesee our neighbour's defects.

By reflecting frequently upon your own failings, and showing
them to yourselves without disguise, you will draw from this ex-
amination sentiments of humility towards yourselves and indulgencetowards others.

On your first entering on the stage of action in the world, to
keep good company, will be of great importance to you. It willgive you a relish for such company; and thus you will be likely tor eceive proper impressions: and early impressions, whether rightor wrong,are often decisive as respects future conduct in life. As-eeeiate, therefore, with those from whose conduct and conversation,you may by proper attention, gain instruction and useful knowledge.
Depeed upon it, you will sink or rise to the levelof the companyyou keep. People will judge of you, and not unreasonably by that.
Bad company is often very fatal to young people. If you associate
with those whose habits of life are immoral, and irregular, youcan hardiy fail of being corrupted by the pernicious influence of
their example; and by the destructive tendency of their sentiments,which last they will endeavour to insinuate into your minds, to the
exclusions of the better onee yo may have possessed. Cautiouslyavoid the company of such persons.

Even if the company you keep be not of the libertines or vi-cious kind, yet if they withdraw you from that attention to your-selves and yeur domestic concerns which becomes a good man, they
are unprofitable, and may prove very injurious.

There is a class of young men, who think to distinguish them-
selves by an air of libertinism; but it degrades them in the opin-ion of sensible persons. It proves, not a seperiority of mind, butdepravity of heart. Purity of manners, and respect for religion,
are necessary to those who would wish to be respected by worthy
people. Virtue exalts the condition of man, as vice degrades it.
The basis of happiness is peace of mind, resulting from the testi-mony of a good conscience.

It is our duty as well as interest, to endeavour to promote in-tellectual and moral improvement in conversation, and to bring intoa disposition to bear with others, and to be watchful over ourselves.Seek not to shine. Remember, that simplicity, accompanied with apleasing mildness, and proper regard for others' feelings, is the
first charm in manner, as trutn is in mind. Remember also, thatthis mildness, and regard for others' feelings ought not to be an
occasional ornament, but an every day habit: not put on merelywhen you go into company, and laid aside when at home, where it maybe most needed. If people would always observe it at home, it would
prove an efficacious prevention to the frequent recurrence of those
jars and wrangles by which the happiness of many faMilies is de-stroyed.

If a due regard for the feelings of others were properly cherish-
ed both at home and abroad, that gentleness, and strict civilitywhich are one of the virtues of society, and which give securi-
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which give security and pleasure to our social intercourse, would inall companies, and oniall occasions, be maintained. Civility andtrue politeness, are near of kin; and consist not in the adherenceto the unmeaning forms of ceremony; but an exquisite observance ofthe feelings of others; and an invariable respect for those feelings.To express (without an indispensable necessity) what You suspect maywouhd the fe0ings of any present, whether it respects themselves,profession inllife, religious opinións, or indeed on any other ac-count, is unci*fl, and not a trait of a good education, or an im-proved mind. If any present possess a particular weakness or in-firmity, genuine civility will not admit to exercise your wit byinventing occasions which may lead to expose or betray it: but willdictate to give as favourable a turn as you can to the weakness ofsuch.
To treat the frailties of our fellow creatures with tenderness,to correct their errors with kindness, to view even their vices withpity, and to induce by every friendly attention, a mutual good-will,is not only an important moral duty, but a means of increasing thesum of earthly happiness.
Polite or well behaved people discover a modesty without bash-fulness; a candour without bluntness, a freedom without assurance.They do not rudely contradict one another. They are attentive towhat is said, and reply with mildness and condescension. They neitherintermeddle unnecessarily with the affairs, nor pry into the secretsof others. Thus their conduct being easy, agreeable and consistentwith sincerity, they command respect. In short, true civility orpoliteness, is that kind of behaviour which unitet firmness withgentleness of manners, accompanied with a disposition to please,but never at the expense of integrity.
But there is a description of people who style themselves plaindealers; they speak what they think with a rough bluntness, anduncontrolled freedom, without respect to timeor place. They openlyreprove the faults of others, and throw out their satire inditcrimi4natelyi; ,Suchtpersons, however unexceptionable their morals, andhowever true their remarks, are notwithstanding

unpleasant companions.In conversation, mark well what others say or do. A just ob-servance and reflection upon men and things, give wisdom. Those arethe great books of learning too seldom read. Be always on yourwatch, but particularYy in company. Interrupt none. Be swift tohear, slow to speak. This gives_time to understand, and ripens ananswer. Aim not to use fine woFds, but rather to convey good sense;and chiefly to be pertinent and plain. Truest eloquence is plainest;and brief speaking, that is, in as few words as the matter will ad-mit of so as to be clearly understood, is the best. Never changesimplicity of manners, speech or behaviour, for that which is theeffect of false taste, or servile imitation. Banish art and affecta-tion, for you will not make yourselves agreeable by either. Strictsincerity with unassuming manners, will gain you the esteem andconfidence of your acquaintance.
Do good when you can, speak evil of none, is an important les-son; the latter should be so indelibly imprinted on the mind, as tokeep you on your guard in all company, and on every occasion, toavoid saying any thing of an absent person yourselves, or counte-nancing it in others, that will tend to lessen his reputation. For
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although evil speaking too frequently forms a considerable part of
common conversation; this does not lessen its cr4minality nor palli-
ate the injury done to the reputation of our neighbour. Avoid there-fore and discourage every kind of detraction. Listen not to slander.
Never judge with rigour, nor condemn any person unheard. Remember,
there are things resembling truth, that are not true. In private
judgment we should imitate the equity of public. Judges never
decide without examining the grounds of accusation, and hearing the
defence of the accused. It would indeed be great injustice if they
did.

And let me impress it upon you, that a sense of justice be the
foundation on which you act. In your most early intercourse with
the world, and even in your youthful amusements, permit no unfair-
ness to be found. Despise that gain which cannot be obtained with-
out mean arts. Stoop to no dissimulation, for it will sink you into
contempt. Engrave on your minds that sacred rule of doing all things
to others according as you wish they would do unto you.

And as justice is due unto man, so is tenderness to the brute
creation; since both originate from the same principle. To torment
any living creature, even the least:insect, is an act of inhumanity.
They are alike subject to pain with' ourselves. The All-wise Creator,
whose mercies are over all his works, did not give us dominion over
the beasts of the field, that we should exercise it with cruelty.
Yet how often do we see them treated with the most unfeeling bar-
barity? particularly that useful animal the horse; how he is lashed
and driven, as if he were void of sensation, or a capability of
suffering by extreme fatigue. And the faithful dog, how frequently
is he kicked about and abused.

Endeavour so to havethe mastery of your temper, and be governed
by reason, as not only to avoid abuse to brutes, but to possess such
coolness of mind, and serenity of countenance, as to bear to hear
disagreeable things from youe fellow men without anger,and agreeable
ones Oithout sudden bursts of joy. If from some cause you feel ahasty rise of passicn, resolve not to utter a word, while you feel
that emotion within you. Determine to keep your countenance as un-moved, and as unembarrassed as possible. People are sometimes led
into great inconsistencies by giving way to anger. By silence, or
an answer in meekness or gentleness, the offending person will sooner
be convinced of his error, than by a return of angry expressions.
Passionate persons often make others unhappy, and themselves miserable.
Indeed people when angry are not themselves. And therefore silence
to passion is the best answer; and will frequently conquer what
resistance inflames.

Never give the least place to the feelings of hatred and ven-
geance. To revenge is mean. If any one has injured you, seek
satisfaction by manifesting greater moderation, than he who attacks
you has of malice. By forgiving an offence, you will in some measure
disarm your enemy, and perhaps convert his enmity into friendship.
Indeed, the christain has but one mode of obtaining satisfaction,
that of doing good to those who injure him. This is the most deli-
cate, effectual, and only allowable retaliation. He that pardons,
feels a satisfaction as much above what vengeance affords, as plea-
sure exceeds pain.
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And be assured, that the greatest errors, or most erroneous principles in religion possible for men to embrace, will never warrantin us the exercise or indulgence of a malevolent disposition towardsthem. From every view of perfection, the idea of is totallyexcluded. And every degree of kindness, or a disposition to do good,becomes a proportional source of happiness to the benevolent mind.To cultivate feelings of benevolence and love towards our fellowcreatures of every description, is a trait in the christian characterAnd were the true spirit of christian charityirto Uecome, as itought, the di,tinguishing characteristic of professing christians,the despidable principles of bigotry and superstition which havecaused those bickerings and animosities that have so debased thecharacter of the professed followers of Christ, would be banishedfrom among them.
Be faithful to your promises: but that your word may obtainentire confidence, be careful how and whtt you promise. Observetruth even in trifling things. It is wicked as well as contemptibleto wound it.
Be humble without being bashful. Bashfulness is somet!mes asecret pride. The medium between a kind of improper bashfulness,and disgusting forwardness, marks the well-bred man. He feels him-self firm and easy in company; is modest, without being bashful,and steady without being impudent. Is not disposed to engross theconversation to himself, but gives to others an opportunity of beingequally free and unrestrained. When he converses with strangers, hedoes not incautiously condemn their customs and habits, by arrogantlyholding up those of his own native place as much preferable. Thisman converses with his superiors with ease and respect; with hisinferiors without insolence, and with his equals with that becomingfreedom and cheerfulness, so grateful and pleasing in conversation.The vain man is so full of himself, that it is I at every turnthat does this or that. Tell him any thing, and he has known itlong ago: he outruns information, or else proudly rejects it. Where-as, the greatest understandings are most ready to learn, and general-ly least arrogant.
Self-conceit, presumption and obstinacy temd greatly to lessenthose possessed of them in the view of sensible persons; and inyouth, blast the prospects of future improvment and usefulness."Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit; there is more hope ofa fool than of him."
In relating what has happened, omit every circumstance that isnot material. And beware of digressions; otherwise you may renderuseful communications tiresome.
Avoid whispering in company; it bespeaks ill breading; and isin some degree a fraud, conversation being a joint and common stock.Mimicry is the common and favourite amusement of little, lowminds: practise it not yourselves, nor applaud it in others.As I am pointing out traits in conduct that are merely unpleas-ant, as well as those more offensive and blamable, I will mention thetoo prevalent habit of loud laughing; which to say the best we canof it, is a disagreeable one. It is generally excited by low jests,or silly accidents,which people of reputation and good sense
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should show themselves above. Sensible conversation gives a
cheerfulness to the countenance, but seldom provokes loud laugh-
ter. And some people accustom themselves to laugh when speaking.
These habits, though not criminal, are unpleasant, and aught to be
avoided.

When you are in company, try to bring the conversation to some
useful subject. Points of history, literature, the customs of par-
ticular countries, &c. are surely better subjects than conversing
about other people to their disadvantage, oreabout dress, or relat-
ing such kinds of stories as afford no information. Beware of re-
lating marvellous things, that may require proofs to be believed.

Be cautious of entertaining company with your own personal
concerns, or private affairs: though they are interesting to your-
selves, they are generally tedious to others.

Never say a word that can be construed as fishing for applause.
Do not imagine that any thing you can say respecting yourselves, will
either varnish your defects, or add lusture to your perfections.
Indeed discreet, well educated persons, rarely find opportunity to
speak much of themselves, they are better employed. Those who
speak little of themselves: but who set other people's merit in its
true light, make a favourable impression upon the minds of their
hearers, and acquire their love and esteem. They who are less
anxious to obtain the approbation of others than to merit it,
generally do both.

Never maintain an argument with heat and clamour, though you
are confident of being in the right: but give an opinion Cooly and
modestly, which is the best way to convince. And if that does not
do, try to change the conversation in a gentle easy way: for truth
often suffers more by the heat of its defenders, than from the
arguments of its opposers. If you would convince others, stand open
to conviction yourselves, and if you would please others, do as you
would be done by. To acknowledge a mistake when convinced of it,
indicates an ingenitous mind. But obstinately to adhere to our
sentiments when convinced of an error, bespeaks stubbornness, pride,
and self-importance.

It is the high opinion people entertain of themselves, that
leads them to be ina- '-entive to what others say, and to assert their
own opinions, and sui )sed rights, with so much haughtiness, and to
assume so much over ers. A daring confidence is mean and dis-
gusting, while that ' :oming modesty that generally accompanies true
merit, engages the m dds of people in our favour. Reflect what a
disagreeable impress on an inattentive behaviour, an imperious manner
of speaking make upo you at first sight in a stranger. What pleases
or displeases you in others, be persuaded, that in general the same
thing will please or displease them in you.

To escape the accusation of being desirous to be thought learned,
or passing for scholars, abstain from any display of your learning,
how great soever it may be. Seek not to appear wiser or more learned,
than the company you are with. And whatever yeti converse about, let
it be in an easy, natural and unaffected manner. The manner of doing
things, is sometimes more important than the things themselves. If
you have occasion to contradict any body or set them right from a
mistake, avoid bluntly saying, 'that is
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not so," "I know better;" but rather express a belief that it is amistake, or misinformation: or ask the question, is it not thus orse? For though you may know a thing better than other people ,yet it is displeasing to tell them so directly without something tosoften it. And may you who have this superior learning or otheruseful qualifications, or possess riches or power, bear in mind, thatthese can only render the possessor happy in proportion as he em-ploys them to increase the happiness of others. They are instrumentsinzhis hands: the wants and helplessness of mankind are the objectste which they are to be applied. Of their use an account is to berendered. To what end designed, how they have been used and whatreckoning awaits them, are solemn reflections.
A taste for useful employments and literary instruction tends tosolidity of judgment. Those who can cheerfully relieve the weari-someness of domestic concerns by a well chosen book, will escapefrom many of the follies and indiscretions to which those are liable,whose resource is dissipated or gossiping parties; or the chit chatof visiting acquaintance. The lovers of Industry and hooks, willgenerally visit others, or be visited themselves, from affection andesteem: and their object be improvement, as well as pleasure. Andtheir home will t'oe secured from dullness, by a mind invigorated byuseful information. By reading books judiciously chosen, the un-derstanding is enlaLged, useful precepts and examples are learned;a knowledge of the customs, manners, government and laws of differentnations is obtained, reflection and meditation are promoted. Andthough I shall not attemot to point out a cource of reading, yetsuffer me to urge that the Scriptures have the first place. Readthem frequently, and with minds desirous ol being benefited: thenyou will find them both delightful and instructing. The old Testa-ment for history chiefly; the Psalms for meditation and devotion; butthe New Testament-,1for doctrine, faith and practice. And herel Aearyoung people, permit me to entreat you, as you value your bestinterest, not to spend your precious time in reading Hovels, plays,tales of wonder, and such other books, as your best feelings, ifattended to, will tell you are calculated to corrupt, by leading themind into vanity, and unprofitable pursuits, if not into erroneousprinciples. They often fill the minds of those who indulge in read-ing them, lAiith visionary nOtions; and hence their conversation isfrivolous and trifling, and they rendered unfit for the usefulintercourse of society.
And although history affords much necessary and useful informa-tion, yet, in many of the histories, both of ancient and modern times,such are frequently the representations of the crimes and the vir-tues, of historic heroes, that the feeling mind is shocked on readingthem. History often pre,ients a disgusting, terrible list of crimesand calamities. Murders, assassinations, battles, revolutions, arethe memorable events of history. The historian makes the love ofglory atone for military barbarity; treachery and fraud are frequent-ly dignified with the names of prudence and policy. Yet desirous toappear moral, he makes out an inconsistent, and ambiguous system ofme-'ality. If you are not careful when reading such histories tomaintain correct ideas of right and wrong, I mean such aschristianity

inculcates, and not suffer yourselves to be deceived by the glossthe historian puts on heroism,
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and the unchristian conduct attendant on war to justify crimes; youmay be led into great and fatal error. Therefore, when you readthose astonishing accounts of military barbarity, and other dreadfulconsequences of war, cherish the just astonishment and sorrow youfeel, as arising from that spirit of love and tenderness that thegospel inculcates, and which characterizes the christian.And although it may be considered a digression,I will invitethe attention of young men to the subject of war. For, althoughwar, for wise purposes, doubtless, yet to us inscrutable, was per-mitted to the Jews, we are under the gospel; a dispensation widelydifferent from that of the law; as Christ has taught us by his pre-cepts and doctrine, and particularly pointed out, in his memorablesermOn on the mount; and nas confirmed by his example of love, self-denial, and doing good on all occasions, and to every descriptionof people, even to his greatest enemies, who sought his life, !andfinally crucified him: how he manifessed his kindness, and disposi-tion to forgive injuries; by healing the wounded ear of one, andpraying for the forgiveness of them all; Father, forgive them, washis meek language. I wish you to examine the nature and design ofchristianity, as set forth in the New Testament; and judge foryoursellies, whether the spirit of love, meekness and forbearance thatthe Saviour practised and strongly inculcated; and which his apostlesso forcibly recommended as the main pillar on which christianity isfounded: is or is not in direct opposition to the ambitious, re-vengeful, cruel spirit that generates and supports war. If so, donot suffer yourselves to be led into error, by publick opinion orcommon pracvice. For remember, to be a christian is to be of adisposition like unto Christ; forgive injuries, love and pray forenemies, do good to those that hate us, and resist not evil. Hehas set us an example that we shotild follow his steps, says theapostle Peter.
Now, leaving the subject.Af war, accept of a few more hints onthe employment of the early years of life. While you are young,form your reputation; increase, by your prudent conduct, respectabili-ty: put your affairs in proper order; be careful in your expenses;let them 5e governed by moderation and economy. Retrench super-fluous ones, in order to enable you to bear those which propriety,friendship and charity demand. Make a fund of your frugality thatyou may draw thereon for the service of the needy. In a word, tosquander away no time in idleness, but to employ it to some goodpurpose, and to waste nothing that may be useful to others, shouldbe a conclusion strictly adhered to; because we are accountable tothe bountiful giver, for the right use of both time and property.There can be no excuse (evenwhere wealth abounds) that will justifywaste and extravagance; neither can any justifiable plea be offeredfor hoarding up riches, while there are so many deserving poor, thatare in want of the necessaries of life.
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By industry and economy, we are enabled to be charitable, and
sometimes liberal. And where charity keeps pace with gain, we may
hope for a blessing on diligence, but to slave to get, and keep
it sordidly, is a sin against Providence.

Liberality differs from charity in this; that she has sometimes
other objects; she not only relieves che poor, but also casts her
eye on those who do nOt absolutely want. She finds out virtue fr
a low degree, and exalts it. She eases their burden who labour lard
to live; many kind and generous turns those find at her hand, who do r

not quite want. The decayed, and the widow and the fatherless pip.-
take tf her kindness. She takes one child and puts out another to
lighten the loads of overcharged parents. True liberality is plèriti-
ful, but not superfluous; and is a noble principle in man. By it
tne enjoyment of prosperity is redoubled.

Never listen to the cravings of vanity. We wish to be like
others. But this desire extends a great way, and is seldom satisfi-
ed. Among other cravings of vanity, listen not to that which dress
demands. Excess in apparel is a costly folly. The more simple
clothes are, the better. Neither unshapely nor fantastical. For
use and decency, and not for pride. Nature requires not studied
ornaments. A plain manner is in general the greatest ornament. A
modest dress has been considered the shield to virtue. In simplicity
of attire, we commonly see a becoming neatness; and a uniform neat-
ness, is certainly preferable to that careless, and sometimes not
very cleanly attire in the morning, With a splendid display of finery
in the afternoon, which some women are found in. The imputation of
want of neatness and delicacy is a great stigma on the female char-
acter. If young people contract a slovenly manner, they will seldom
acquItte a habit of neatness, when advanced in years. Or the contrary,
if whilst young, they are habitually neat and clean, they will
rarely if ever, be seen otherwise.

The world talks much of fortune, riches and greatness, while
wisdom says, "lower your desires to things simple." Lay aside un-
necessary expenses, and learn to be satisfied in a plain, simple,
temperate way of living: the real comforts of life are far from be-
ing lessened thereby. Remember but little is wanted for the nec-
essaries of life, but much for those of opinion and imagination.

In expectation of greater happiness and enjoyment, mankind as-
pire after situations in life above, or different from those they are
in; but when attained, how are they disappointed? New wants and
desires arise; new objects are required to gratify them; dissatisfac-
tion continues, and the void which was to have been filled, remains
as great as ever. Seek not therefore, to be rich or great, but
happy: and if you would be happy bring your minds to your dondition;
and have an indifference for what is more than sufficient, Content-
ment and resignationmill find comfort, even in an humble and low
situation. Be humble and you willlearn contentment, and cheerfully
accommodate yourselves to that station of life, in which you may
be placed.

And as the friendships you form, may materially affect your hap-
piness; let your intimates be few, though your acquaintance may nec-
essarily be large. And be not hasty in the choice of confidants.
Let prudence and discretion accompany you in the selection. In true
friendship there is a mutual regard, accompanied with a de-
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sire to improve each other, void of all motives of self-interest. A

proper sense of virtue cznd honour, aw.e necessary qualifications in
an intimate. Where these prevail, attended with a free& sincere
kind and obli§ing disposition, the conversation of such friends will
be pleasing and instructive, and they will be likely to strengthen
each other in virtue.

Thus likewise with regard to the solemn engagement of marriage,
be not hasty in fixing. Keep in mind the importance of the under-
taking, and act with great caution. Enter not unadvisedly into it.
An attachment hastily formed, or founded merely on personal charms;
is seldom lasting: and if riches are the motive, it is very doubt-
ful whether real happiness in enjoyment will be its consequent.
Matrimonial union and felicity must have something more solid for
their basis. To be well acquainted with the principles, temper and
habits of the person before you fix, is very necessary. There is
but little probability, that a married state will be happy or free
from many disquietudes if it is not founded on virtue. And even
where there are traits of virtue, yet if not a coincidence of re-
ligious sentiment, there is still less probability, that even a com-
fortable harmony will be maintained; especially in educating a family
of children. When marriage has been entered into without previous
circumspection, repentance comes too late.

As entering into the married state is serious, so the duties of
it are very momentous; andiif duly attended to, will teach the wedded
pair to contribute as much as possible to each other's ease and
contentment; both in prosperity and adversity. The same assiduity
should be used to preserve an affection, as to gain it. If you
would preserve love, endeavour to acquire those happy dispositions
which are attractive and durable; bearing in mind, that between man
and Wife, nothing ought to rule but love. Authority is for children
and servants, yet not without sweetness. A meek and quiet spirit,
cheerful conversation, tenderness, accompanied with a due allowance
for, and disposition to overlook and cover each other's failings,
will tend greatly to establish and preserve matrimonial happiness
and cordiality. But on the contrnry", if a little self-will in one,
should meet with anger in the other; or some trifling misconduct
with upbraiding; or if there should be reproach instead of forbear-
ance, and sullenness and inddfference, in the place of good humour
and kindness; or if while the wife is prudent and economical at
home, the husband is squandering away time and property in diversions
and extravagance abroad; or if on the other hand, the wife runs into
costly finery, and other superfluous expenses which the industrious
husband with all his exertions cannot afford to pay, donjugal
felicity must be greatly lessened, if not destroyed.

AMong other duttes, may you not forget the obligationsof love
and gratitude due to those who gave you birth. Mo honour our
parents is a divine law. To assist them when they need assistance,
if in our power, is a debt we owe them. It manifests great want
of filial duty, not to provide for those in the infirmities of old
age, who so ampjy pruvided for us in the helpless state of childhood.
Indeed much of the happiness of parents frequently depends on the
conduct of their children: it is from them that they expect to de-
rive comfort in the decline of life. How strong are the ties whith
unite affectionate parents to their children, when they repay their
tenderness by kind attention, care and assistance?
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As a family is the comms)n consequence of marriage, and ser-
vants or hired people generally make-part of the family; permit
me to remind you, that servitude being established contrary to the
natural rights of man, it ought to be softened as much as possible,
and servants made to feel their condition as little as may be. Do
not bear hard upon them; it bespeaks littleness of spirit to behave
with loftiness to those who are subject to us. Mildness of co-
mand begets love in children, and respect in servants; and tends
greatly to preserve domestic enjoyment, as well as to enforce obe-
dience. But when commands are arbitrary and imperious, they are
destructive to social harmony. Never use illiberal words; these
are what a polite anddelicate person should always avoid. Have we
a right to expect domestics without faults; we who show our own so
often? It is our duty to inspect their moral conduct, as welllas
their labour; and in particulars of which they are ignorant, we
should instruct them. And when they find us ready to assist, and
advise them, and to promote their welfare, and render them easy in
their situation, they will it is probable, respect and be unwilling
to offend us, as well as feel an interest in our concerns. Whatever
virtues you wish to find in servants, let them find the samesin you.
A good example will be the likeliest means of preserving them in a
uniform course of regular life. But a bad one, may corrupt the
best inclinations.

It is a common saying, that "Despatch is the life of business."
And nothing tends more to despatch, than method. Lay down a method
for ewlry thin 9, and stick to it invariably, as far as unexper!ted
incidents may allow. "Do one thing at a time," is an excellent
maxim. By strict attention to the object in view, and never putting
off till to-morrow, what may done to-day, you will accomplish more,
and it will be better done, than by hurry, bustle and agitaticn. And
bear in mind, that whatever is worth doing at all, is worth doing
well. It facilitates business much, for people to have the imple-
ments for doing it regularly put in their proper places, that when
needed, they know where to find them, Some people often spend as
much time in looking for their tools, as it takes to do the work
they want them for. A proper example of regularity, in the husband,
in his department, and of the wife in hers, OM soon teach their
family. Do every thing in its own time, keep every thing in its own
place, and have every thing fOr its own use, is a salutary rule. The
want of attention to this rule, and not methodically arranging
business, is frequently to be seen in those persons, who, though they
have much to do, get but little done; frequently in a bustle, many
things begun, but none finished. The man of order avoids two ex-
tremes, the multiplicity of mixed affairs, which often produces
hurry and confusion; and the total want of business; and thus steers
clear of idleness, that 'most fruitful source of crimes and evils,

And now in order both to adopt, and reap .the advantages of
regularity and method, I would encourage early rising. But to do
this, it Will be necessary to avoid a practice which has become too
fashionable; at least in many places, and that is late hours in
retiring to rest. The night is properly adapted to sleep; because
the darkness with which we are then surrounded is less favourable
to business, and particularly auspicious to rest. When the light of
day withdraws, how naturally do the brute creation retire to their
repose! This solemn stillness of the night, invites us to do the
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like. But too many seem at present to reject the invitation; andto confould as it were the system of Providence, by the unnaturalpractice of devoting much of the night both to business and plea-sure, and of the day -o sleep. Thus, that part of the day spent insleep, Will be to suc'n a perfect blank, and for whom the sun will almost shine in vain. Early rising contributes to health, and invig-orates the faculties; as well as enables to appropriate each part ofthe day to its respective purposes.Too few people are good economists of time, though so veryprecious. The young are apt to think that they have so much timebefore them, that they may squander it away as they please; and yethave enough left: like as great estates have frequently seduced toa ruinous profusion. Fatal mistakes always repented of, but general-ly too late. Thsoe half hours, and hours, in the course of the day,which people think too short to deserve their attention; would atthe end of the year, amount to a considerable portion of time; andmight be usefully employed in various ways, particularly by takingup some good book.
The principle of being accountable for time, if once fixed inthe mind will lead the conscientious person into an inquiry, whetherhe spends hit time as he ought; whether some of his recreations oramusements, which, though not condemnable in themselves, do notencroach upon hours which ought to be dedicated to better purposes;and therefore ought at least to be abridged. He is not contented tospend large portions of time harmlessly, it must be spent profitablyalso. And it Will not even be enough, that his present pursuits begood, if he is convinced they might be still better. Thus he Willbe making continual progress in turning time to account. And hislove of frivolous amusements will decrease, in direct proportion tothe increase of his relish for those pleasures which religion en-joins and bestows. And as his views become new, so his dispositions,tastes, and pursuits are new also.
You will doubtless perceive that on ,?. object in the precedingremarks, has been, to encourage industry, and a regular and carefulattention to business; in the pursuit of which, and indeed in allyour doings, permit me to call your attention to that comprehensivepassage of an apostle, "Let your moderation be known unto all men;the Lord is at hand." As if he had said, look to your ways; have acare what you do; for the Lord is near you, he sees you, he marksyour steps, and he will judge you accordingly. Let this excellent,this home and close sentence live in your minds, and influence allyour actions; thereby the world will be properly estimated, and noextremes prevail. And frequently to examinc.not only your conduct,but your motives; not merely what you do, but why you do it; willhave a very salutary effect.
Having thus endeavoured to point out some of the duties of sociallife, and the requisites to qualify you for agreeable companions; Iwill now give it as my fixed belief, that with every other accom-plishment, without religion, and being governed by its principles,you cannot be happy, even in this life. The happiness of man de-pends more upon the state of his mind, than upon any other circum-stance; nay more than upon all external things put together. There-fore, unless we possess, what real religion produces, a consciencevoid of offence, and J.a well-governed mind, the highest prosperityand worldly enjoyments will not afford substantial happiness. Ex-pectations of bliss which rest on earthly possessions and pleasures,will end in disappointment.
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'It is not moral instruction chiefly at which we are to aim, but moraleducation. That is to say, our object fts not to teach our pupils whattheir duty is, but to induce them to do it. They know what their duty isalready. I do not mean that they need no instruction, but that instruction
is not the main point. The difficulty with the whole human family is notignorance in regard to right and wrong, but a want of moral principle,to resist the temptation to do acknowledged wrong. The virtuous - inwhose cases the temptation has been weakened by protracted resistance,and moral principle

strengthened by long continued cultivation, - areoften inclined to imagine that to know duty distinctly will ensureits performance. They do not understand how completely conscience ma* beseared, and how imperious are the demands of propensities and passionsVrtiel 'lave long bter. And1.17,-,wd."

1. Discusses the degree to which moral training should be part of theelementary scho4 curriculum.

2. Defines the manner in which to motivate children In school work and inmoral duty.

3. Oisett2ses the contribution of moral training to good and harmoniousrocial relations.
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MORAL EDUCATION.

It will probably be generally acknowledged, that in our
schools the department of moral education is in the rearsof all
the others. It is not that the principles by which the conscience
and the heart are to be reached, are less sure of less attain-
able than those which we obey in cultivating the intellect; but
that they are less generally understood, and have 1 much slighter
influence in regulating the practice. Every teacher feelt
that it is his direct business to secure the progress of his
pupils in the arts of reading, writing and calculation; but we
leave the affections and dispositions of the heart to grow as
they will, and it is to be feared that the atmosphere of the
school-room withers andblights, as often as it protects and sustains.

Suppose that some lover of statistics were to go through the
families among whom we respectively teach, with the view of col-
lecting from them authentic information in regard to the intellectual
and also to the moral progress of their children.

Under the first head we may imagine the enquirer to as-
certain precisely what progress in the various branches of school.
instruction has been made. He may enquire into the state of the
intellectual powers of the pupils when they entered sthool,--and
learn whether any, and if any, what progress in reading, spelling,
writing and arithmetic, has been made from menth tcwmonth, and
year to year. The result of such enquiries would unquestionably
be the evidence in almost every
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case of a steady, though perhaps slow advance. The boy who
enters ignorant of his letters, does, in process of time, some-how or other, learn to read. There is no school so entirely
unsuccessful but that its pupils do, as months roll on, acquirethe power of writing. They do by some methods, good or had,
learn to add a column of figures, and to calculate, slowly andawkwardly perhaps, the sums, they receive and pay. A schoolis in these respects never a failure. The children may advance
slowly, and in a rather zigzag direction. Still they do advance.

But suppose our enquirer were now to open his budget of
questions relating to the moral progress of the pupils. Hewould in most cases, we think, obtain a very different result.
Let us imagine such questions as the following to be addressed
to the parent.

"Has any apparent change taken place in the character and
conduct of your child since he began to go to school?"

"Ha3 he become more amiable and gentle, or more rude and
selfish and ungovernable?"

"Has his regard for truth been increased or diminished by
the influence of the school?"

rIs he more or less docile at home?"
"Has he acquired bad tanguage, or bad habits of any kind,

or have previus faults of this charatter been gradually corrected?"
"Do you find that, on the whole, his connexion with the

school is a means of moral improvement,--er is it chiefly a
source of te.ptation from which you find It difficult to protect
him?"

It woula certainly be a very interesting experiment, if anindividual would visit the families of some intelligent district,with a list of such questions, both on intellectual and moral
improvement, more full and methodical indeed than these, but
having the same general object, of ascertaining through parents
themselves, the actu-.; operationeof the school upon the mindsand hearts of their children. If such an en-
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quiry should be made, we presume that in ordinary instances,
the result would prove far more favorable in the former case
than in tne latter. The minds of that immense mass of human
beings which, while we speak, are assembled in the thousands,
and tens of thousands of school-rooms of our land, are ad-
vancingsteadily advancing. Some with greater and some with
less degrees of rapidity, but on the whole, this vast amount
of mind is expanding under the influence which surrounds it.
In particualr places it may be stationary for a time--in almost
all its progress may be far too slow--useless difficulties may
obstruct and unnecessary friction may irritate and impede. But
the work,is, notwithstanding this, going,on, and intten or twenty
years, these beings will have been raised from the imbecility and
ignorance of childhood, and will coilstitute the st7ength and the
efficiency of this great community.

In regard however to the other great department,--the cul-
tivation of moral principle, there may be great doubt what is
on the whole the influence of the school-room. We fear there
is no such universAl, though,slow progress in virtue. Boys
perhaps acquire at school as often a love of contention as a
love of peace. The heart is in innumerable instances hard-
ened,--the selfish propensities strengthened and advanced by
the various influences which are brought to bear upon child-
hood and youth. The teacher may coerce the external conduct--
he may suppress the exhibition of vice, but if there is any
way by which, thro;ighout the schools of our country, there may
be a steady and sure advance in virtuous principle, as well as
in knowledge, it is a way which we have yet to explore.

There may perhaps be some question how far the cultivation
of virtuous principle is a proper object of direct attention in
schools. Some one may contend that in the div''sion of labor
upon whose principles society acts, the school is for intel-
lectual, and the pulpit for moral instruction. This question
I shall not discuss. The assignment of the subject is an ex-
pression of opinion on the part of the Government of this Ih-
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stitute, that the,means of moral influence which are placed soextensively in the hands of our profession, ought tO be employedfor a useful purpose, and I shall accordingly turn my attentionimmediately to what may be of directly practical tendency.1. The first step which a teacher must take, I do not meanin his course of moral education, but before he is prepared toenter that course, is to obtain the entire, unqualified submis-sion:of is school to his authority. We often err when de-signing ) exert a moral influence, by substituting throughoutour whole system persuasion fdr power; but we soon find thatthe gentle winning influence of moral suasion, however beautifulin theory, will often fall powerless upon the heart, and we thenmust have authority, to fall back upon, or all is lost. I haveknown parents, whose principle it was, not to require any thingof the child, excepting what the child could understand and feelto be right. The mother in such a case, forgets that a heartin temptation is proof against all argument; and I have literallyknown a case where the simple question of going to bed, requireda parental pleading of an hour, in which the mother's stores ofrhetoric and logic were exhausted in vain. Teachers sometimestoo, resolve that they will resort to no arbitrary measures.They will explain the nature of duty, and the happiness of itsperformance, and lead their pupils to love what is right with-out bringing in the authority of arbitrary command. But theplan fails. However men may differ in their theories of humannature, it is pretty generally agreed by those who have triedthe experiment, that neither school nor family can be preservedin order by eloquence and argument alone There must beauthority. The pupils may not often feel it. But they must knowthat it is always at hand, and the pupils must be taught to sub-mit to it as to simple authority. The subjection of the governedto the will of one man, in such a wk, that the expres.sion ofhis Will must be the Vnal of ,zvGrj cilikestion, is theonly government that answer in sdhool or in famfly. A
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government not of persuasion, not of reasons assigned, not ofthe will of the majority, but of the will of the one who presides.The experiment has been tried of a republican form of gov-ernment in schools, and has been in some instances highly suc-cessful. But let it be observed it is the repUblican form ofgovernment alone. I donnot believe that the experiment of agovernment republican in reality, was ever tried in any school.1 mean by a really republican government the relinquishmentof the concerns of the school into the pupils' hands--so thatthe teachers may stand entirely alooffeeling no responsibilityexcept in the duties of instruction. A republican form maysucceed where the teacher has the genius to govern the schoolhimself through all the machinery of the forms. In su_ch casesthe forms may do much good; but the real, honest, bona fidesurrender of a literary institution into the hands of itspupils is an experiment which I believe no projector has yetbeen bold enough to try.
Although the principal of the school must thus really havefull control, I do not mean that the tone and manner of authorityare to be generally employed in the management of the school.They doubtless ought very seldom to be employed. What I con-tend for is that the authority itself should exist--and beappealed to frequently enough to show its existence and itspower. All the ordinary arrangements of a well regulatedschool will go on without it. A request will be compliedwith, as implicitly as a command obeyed. But in order tofeel safe and strong, the teacher must always possesspoiAzrto which he knows he can at :Any time appeal. And it is notuseless while it lies , ,,. The government of the Unitedst+c-1 employs its :lunch eds of workmen at Springfield andarper's Ferry in the manuf?cture of muskets. The in-spector examines everyoone as it is finished, with great care.He adjusts the flint--and tries t again and again until itsemitted shower of sparks is of proper brilliancy,--and whensatisfied that all is right, he na.ks it away with its thousandcompanions, to sleep probably ir toeir boxes in quiet obscurity
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forever. A hundred thousand of these deadly instruments
form a volcano of slumbering power, which never has been
awakened, and which we hope never will. The government
never makes use of them. One of its agents, a custom-house
officer, waits upon you for the payment of a bond. He brings
no musket. He keeps no troops. He comes with the gentle-
ness and civility of a social visit. But you knuw, that if com-
pliance with the just demands of your government is refused,
and the resistance is sustained, force after force would be brought
to bear upon you, until the whole hundred thousand muskets should
speak with their united and tremendous energy. The government
of these United States is thus a mighty engine, working with
immense momentum, but the2parts which bear upon the citizens
conceal their power by the elegance of the workmanship, and
by the slowness and apparent gentleness of their motion. If
you yield toitt, it glides smoothly and pleasantly by. If
you resist it,iit crushes you to atoms.

Such ought to be the character of all government. The
teacher of a school especially must act upon these principles.
He will be mild and gentle in his manners; in his intercourse
with his pupils he will use the Vanguage and assume the air,
not of stern authority, but of request and persuasion. But there
must be authority at the bottom to sustain him, or he can do
nothing successfully, especially in attr,--ting to reach tl-e
hearts of his pupiis. As to the mean o tining the Jr
ascendancy I am not now to speak. I speJk mly of its abso-
lute necessity in order to enable us to do any thing efficiently
in cultivating theAleart.

The reason why it is necessary is this. First, the man who
has not the full, unqualified, complete control of his scholars,
must spend his time and weer out his spirits in preserving any
tolerable order in his dominions; and secondly, he who has
not authority will be so constantly vexed and fretted by the
occurrences which will take place around him, that all his
moral power will be neutralized by the withering influence
of his clouded brow. To do good to our pupils, our own
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spirits must be composed and at rest:--and especially if we
wish to influence favorably the hearts of others, our own
must rise above the troubled waters of irritation and anxious
care.

There is one point more to be considered before I come to
the direct means of exerting moral influence.

It is not moral instruction chiefly at which we are to aim,
but moral education. That is to say, our object is not to teach
our pupils what their duty is, but to induce them to do it.
They know what their duty is' already. I do not mean that
they need no instruction, but that Instruction is not the main
point. The difficulty with the whole human family is not
ignorance in regard to right and wrong, but a want of moral
principle, to resist the tpmptation to do acknowledged wrong.
The virtuous,--in whose cates the temptatton has been weak-
ened by protracted resistance, and moral principle strengthened
by long continued cultivation,--are often inclined to imagine
that to know duty distinctly will ensure its performance. They
do not understand how completely conscience may be seared,
and how imperious are the demands of propensities and passions
which have long been indulged.

A few weeks since a man was carried to a hospital in this
vicInrtyconvulsed and maddened with delirium tremene,--the
frequent penalty of long continued intemperance. He spent,
as is usual in such cases, several days in agony, mental and
bodily, gnashing his teeth and lacerating his tongue in the
violence of the paroxysms. Time however, and the remedies
applied prevailed, and in a few days, he lay weak and ex-
hausted upon his bed,--bnt convalescent. At this time an-
other patient was brought into the room, raving in the same
dreadful malady, and as is vot uncommon, some ardent spirit
was once or twice administered by his physician. The conva-
lescent man said, and no doubt sincerely, that he wished he
had delirium tremens again, that he might take spirit as a
medicine.

Suppose this man to go forth into .the world, can he be re-



797A

10

strained from yielding to temptation, by being instructed in
the nature of intemperance and the greatness of the sufferings
which it brings upon its victims? This case is indeed a strong
one, but it illustrates the universal nature of guilt. It is all
infatuation. We do what, at the time we do it, we know to be
wrong, and consequently we want not Zight, not information,
but the growth and the strength of moral principle to sustain us
in a path already plain. Let me not be understood to say that
instruction is not important,--it is highly important as an
auxiliary, I only say it is not the main thing. Childran
must be taught their duty; the consequences of guilt of every
kind must be plainly pointed out; but, after all, if this
Thstruction is given in a cold and speculative manner, boys
will go on, in the very face of it. Our aim must be to reach
the heart--not to enlighten the intellect, but to build up and
sustain conscience and moral principle.

But how shall we reach the heart? It is easy to instruct
but how shall we influence to action?

The true theory of moral discipline seems to be this. When
the human heart is assailed by temptation, if conscience and
moral principle triumph, they are strengthened by the victory.
If they yield, they are weakened, and prepared to be vanquished
more easily on a subsequent attack. If then we would train
up moral principle, we tilting the individual into circumstances
of temptation, strong enough to try that principle, but not to
overwhelm it. The scenes of trial should increase in difficul-
ty.as the plant we endeavor to cherish increases in vigor. For
each conquest renders the succeeding one more easy. The heart
advances from victory to victory, or, as a writer of high
authority, very forcibly expresses it, "from strength to strength."
If however temptation should once be too strong, and moral
principle should yield, a great injury is done. Conscience
is seared, the moral sense is blunted, and the pilgrim is thrown
back in his course, to take his weary steps anew. Virtuous
principle is a growing plant, whose roots and stem the winds
of heaven strengthen. When pressed by the oreeze,
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(unless it is pressed too strongly), every fibre clings more close-
ly--and at every weak'Toint, a shoot puts forth to give greater
firmness to the support. All this is well, but let the gale rise
beyond this degree, and the thriving stem is strained,--branches
are broken,--and perhaps the plant is torn with all its roots
from the ground.

It is surprising how much the question of growing better or
worse, depends upon the strength of the temptation.

One teacher leaves a class of little boys saying, "I am go-
ing away a few minutes. Do you think if I allow A. to take
the slate and read these figures the rest can copy them upon
their slates?" "Yes Sir." "But do you think you shall pre-
serve good order?" "Yes, sir, we will try." "You may try
then, but it will be difficult, for you are not accustomed to
take care of yourselves, and it is by no means an easy art. But
I think you may succeed, by following these directions. A. is
to read very distinctly, and slowly, and the others are to pay
careful attention,--write every figure as soon as it is named,
and not ask any questions unless it is absolutely necessary."

The teacher then leaves them, and with the preceqtions he
has taken, the temptation to disorder is not too great to be over-
come, and that class will be more easily managed after such
an experiment than before. And by a repetition of similar ex-
periments, it can acquire habits of perfect self-control.

Another teacher in a school, not previously trained to self-
government, leaves twenty of his rude boys in the school-room
during the intermission, charging them to be still and quiet,
and not to be guilty of any impropriety. In half an hour af-
ter he is gone, the stranger who walks along the street is ar-
rested by the noise and uproar which fill the room. The
temptation afforded,by the time and place was overwhelming.
A few might have formed a feeble resolution to comply with
their teacher's wishes, when they were expressed, but such res-
olutions could be no adequate defence. They are borne away
as by a whirlwind, and I need not say that being thus con-

,
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quered, they were just prepared to be conquered easily again.The repetition too of such an expEriment will give to momen-tary feeling an habitual and impetuaous control over conscienceand moral principle. These two experiments are alike in ev-ery respect but one. In both cases there we to be temptation;in both liberty,--in both there must be a struggle. But inthe one, the circumstances were so adjusted that duty was toconquer; in the other it might easily have been perceived thatshe must fall.
Our rule of moral education then is this. Keep virtuousprinciple always in the field of battlesbut be sure so tofortify and encourage and protect her that she shall alwaysconquer. She must be exposed. Without exposure there canbe no healthy and vigorous growth. BdtAotnot force her totoo rough or sudden an exposure, or you rend the roots of thestem which you wish to strengthen and mature.
Suppose then ;that a teacher enters upon his duties in anunruly and irregulat school, what are the particular steps whichhe shall take in order to exert in it a powerful moral influence?The first thina to be done, as has already been urged, is toobtain complete and unqualified command of the school. Thisis to be done with as much gentle dexterity as;possible, but itmust in some way be done. The pupils must understand thatthe will of the teacher is there the supreme law. This willmust indeed be founded on just and equitable principles, but theteacher is not accountable to his pupils for those principles.He may when he thinks it best, and doubtless he often should,explain his reasons, but he ought to guard against their sup-posing that their obedience is to be founded o- their convictionof the propriety of the teacher's requirements. The school mustlearn to submit to authority. No community of children thatI have seen are cppable of being governed by argument and per-suasion. These methods may generally succeed, but we cannotrely upon them. They will do upon a smooth sea in pleasant

weather, but we must have very different ballast in a storm.
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Although then this authority must exist, it must not, in itsrepulsive forms, be often appealed to. If a school is governedopenly and habitualay by harshness or by force, there will besuch an atmosphere diffused over it, that the teacher will have lit-tle hope of success in reaching the hearts of his pupils. If how-ever by his adroitness ratter than by his physical force, he hasobtained an unquestioned ascendancy--and all is quiet, and order,and submission, the way -I.; opened for another preparatory step.I mean securing the confidence and affection of the pupils. Thisis indispensable. The man whom we dislike will not easily allureus to his principles.
A distinguished teacher once made this remark: "To makeyour pupils like you, all that is necessary is for you to like them."This is absolutely necessary. Empty professionsoof interestand attachment will not succeed; children will not be deceiv-ed by them. If we do not feel a strong spontaneous interest inthe characteristics and thepprogress of childhood, such aninterest must be awakened, or all will be in vain. The teacherwho endeavors to mould the heart without entering into its feelings,and sympathizing with its joys and sorrows, will have a hopelesstask--all will be cold and lifeless.
Suppose then these preliminary steps to have been taken.The school is entirely under the command of the teacher, and,by the interest which he has taken in the pupils, he has securedtheir confidence and attachment as well as their obedience,--what shall be his first step in training up the hearts of hispupils to duty? It is obvious, from the principle which I havelaid down above, that the first lesson must be an easy one. Theschool as a school has been very slightly accustomed to make anymoral effort.--A little temptation will overwhelm them. Thefirst expostme then, by which moral principle is to be strengthened,must be a gentZe exposure. Perhaps the most suitable effortto be first made is to form among the pupils habits of self-control in regard to the general order and stillness of theroom. To illustrate the manner
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in which the teacher's influence may be exerted we will imaging
the following conversation:

Teacher. "Suppose I were to tell you, boys, that you were
to have either a holiday to-morrow or two holidays next week,
and that you might decide which you would have; could you decide
easily?"

Boys, all together, "Yes Sir."
"Which would you have?"
Boys in confusion, "Tomorrow." "Next week." "Tomorrow."
"Some say one and some the other. Now suppose I were to

request'you in the next recess, to talk over this subjqct and
decide it;--could you do it?"

"Yes Sir."
"I think you could not. You would all be talking about it

in confusion;--You could not tell how many were in favor of one
and how manyoof the other. The recess would pass and nobody
could tell me the decision. There would not be any decision."

James, one of the oldest boys, replies, "We might take
a paper and go around and ask each one, and mark it down."

"Who might take the paper?"
"Any body."
"But who should decide, which person should do it. If it

was left for any one to do it, several would probably commence,
and thus there would be confusion."

"Besides," continues the teacher, "suppose the boys were
almost equally divided, I fear that some of those who were in
the minority would be dissatisfied and find fault; and talk
harshly and angrily against the others. How many of you think
it would be so?"

Many hands are raised.
The teacher, in the same free and colloquial manner, shows

that men are able to decide all questions in regular quiet assem-
blies, where all are still, and adhere closely to the rules neces-
sary for preserving order.
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"Did you ever hear it said," continues the teacher, "that
some nations are not fit for a republican government?"

Boys, "Yes Sir."
"One great reason is, they carlot have quiet and orderly

assemblies to discuss and decide questions. When those people
come tegether they all talk at once, and make confusion. They
are all very eager to have their own wishes prevail, and are
unwillinc to acquiesce in zhe decision of the majority. They
are T.Ae most boys,in a school-room. If the teacher leaves
tnem a moment, there is an end of all quiet and regularity.
Is it not so generally in schools?"

Boys, "Yes Sir."
A rause.
"I presume it would, Though still I think it probable that

if I were to give you an opportunity to try, many would endeavor
to keep themselves in order without any one to watch them. How
many of you would like to try?"

Probably many hands would be raised, and if from the pe-
culiar circumstances of the school, and from the character of
the principal boys, it should appear judicious to do it, at some
time when the teacher is called away by business, the room might
be left for five minutes, for the purpose of giving an opportunity
to practise this self-control.

Once when I made this experiment, a conversation like the
following ensued on my return.

"I am going to ask some questions which I should like to
have those answer who please. I have no idea that the school
has been perfectly still. It is not possible that you should
acquire perfect self-control by one single effort. I should
like however to know how well you have succeeded."

"In the first place, probably some of you did wrong deliber-
ately; or at least you did something which now you know was
wrong, and which you would not do again. Now if there

8
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are any such, and if they are frank and honest enough to ac-
knoWledge_it, I wism they would rise.

Several slowly and .lesitatingly arose,. I observed that oth-
ers looked perplexet a7,41: I added, as they were rising one after
another, "I wish nzti to rise who are afraff,d--nona but those
who are cordialI:- willing to acknoWledge that they have done
wrong."

Several otheirs stood while I was speaking; after a moment's
pause I continued, liThosm that are now standing have done
wrong and are willtng to acknowledge it. Probably there are
others who wish to conceal it. They of course remain sitting."

"How many of- ttnse who are now standing are willing to
tell1what they ha_me done?"

Nearly are 01 the hands were raised.
"I have not time to enquire now. You may therefore sit;

and all those who can honestly say that they did not do any
thing improper Wile I was out may rise."

About half the school immediately rose.'
"You think that you have done nothing wrong, but per-

haps you have forgotten something. How many are willing that
if the others noticed any thing wrong in your conduct that they
should state it?"

All tha hands were raised and the enquiry was accordingly
made. Several particuairs were statedland slight but not
intentional irregularities were discovered. By such a mode of
enquiry the true state of the school during my absence was
easily and pleasantly ascertained, and the subject was dismissed
by remarks indicative that I was satisfied and pleased with
the result, and considered them as having made one success-
ful experiment in the art of self-control. In a few days the
experiment was repeated and the process continued, until in a
few months I could at any time leave the school with perfect
confidence that all would be regular and quiet until my return.
I assumed throughout the whole the attitude of assisting them
to acquire an art which they were desirous to acquire, and
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though I always ascertained a-1d noticed every thing that was
wrong, I took much more notic,a of the cases of success than
of failure. In securing obedience slight transgressions must
receive special but not severe attention; but in endeavoring
to exert a moral influence upen the motives of the heart
it is much easier and pleasanter to allure to what is right
than to drive from what is wrong.

When such an experfteet as this has been tried, if it has
been successful, a great point has been gained. The pupil has
tasted a new pleasure--the happiness of voluntary effort in do-
ing duty. From acting as he had heretofore been accustomed
to act, in entire dependence on the watchfulness and care of
his teacher,--he has advanced to dignity of self-control. He
beginasto feel that it is degrading to him to be watched like
an infant, and to be regarded Incapable of moral effort. If the
succeeding steps in the series are skilfully taken--and the pro-
cess is not urged too fast--the pupil will soon find a new pleas-
ure in the voluntary discharge of duty,--in meeting and resist-
ing temptation,--in receiving proofs of confidence and showing
himself worthy of the toast. When these feelings are once
made prevalent in a school, they may easily be turned to the
attainment of any moral object. The taste for moral improve-
ment and the feeling of moral power is formed, and all that is
now necessary is for the teacher to go steadily forward, present-
ing one duty after another, and bringing his pupils into cir-
cumstances where they have opportunity to perform the duties,
and to resist the opposing temptations. He must watch them in
all their course. No general directions can supply the place
of ingenuity on his part--or of untiring fidelity.

I have selected interest in the good order of the school as
one subject, and as perhaps the most favorable one for the
commencement of the teacher's efforts did inspire his pupils With
a love of moral effort and self-control. The interest of the pu-
pils may, on this subject, by skilful cultivation, be carried to
a great extent,--so that nearly all the arrangements of the
school may be delegated to them, and entrusted to their care.
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If this is done however it must be the distint understanding
that the power fs from the teacher; that he and not the pupil
is the fountain of power, and he can at any time resume allthat he has conflrred.

In my own practice this system is pursmed. Almost every
question which occurs in the administratior of the school is re-ferred to the scholars for decision. They Mowever very distinct-
ly understand that whatever power they thus exercise is power
delegated from me to them; that I can at any time resume it,
or suspend it, and alter, annul or reverse their deditions. The
manner in which the(business is arranged is this. During theday any pupil is at liberty to write upon a slip of paper, anyproposal for new regulations in any respect, or a modificationof those already existing,--or to express her dissatisfaction
with of any of the arrangements of the school, or of any practice
prevailing in it. These propositions, as they are technically
called, are at the.close of the school brought to me. Theyare read aloud. The questions are answered,--motions are put,--
plans suggested are approved or condemned, either by myself
or by referring them to a general vote, according to the nature
of the case. This simple practice has more effect in making
me acquainted with the state of opinion and feeling in school,
in interesting the Scholars in the successful operation of my
plans, and in preserving order and regularity, than all which
I do beside.

That the audience may the more fully understand the
practical application of the system, I will read the Propositions
which came before the school on the day when this paragraph
was penned. That it may be fully understood, that this is
a specimen of the ordinary operation of theysystem, I ought
to state that these remarks were written in the morning, with
the resolution of inserting the Propositions of that day beforeI knew what they were to be.

Proposed, That a committee be chosen out of the first class
of composition, to correct the compositions of thasecond class.
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Mr. Abbott, Will you piaase'to explain to us how theattraction of the mnon can make tAes.
Proposed, That a new pac,teberd be placed in each st.ation-ary desk bearing thL label, Mtsce lameous Questions, or some-thing of the kind; for some of ti.-.shcoTars have frequentlywished to ask questions on phllosJophical and other subjects,but as they seemed.hardly

approprflate to the proposition pa-per, they have omitted to make envaliris,s of this nature.Mr. Abbott, How can I do any thing to prevent my littlesister telling lies?
Proposed, That a new class be formed in geometry, as somewould like to begin.
Some individuals will undoubtedly think that in readingthese papers I go into unnecessari ietails. Perhaps it is so.But when I sit listening to the lectures of the other gentlemen,I always welcome with peculiar interest every approach to cir-cumstantial detail. I hunger and thirst after practical andparticular information. I want to look through the lecturerinto his school to see and to hear what transpires there--whathis plans are in their detail, how they operate and what istheir success; and I am of opinion that such particularity, ifwe will but adopt it, will be far more interesting and profitablethan any general speculations however important and just.The number of papers is usually much greater each day. Itvaries from five to twenty. Twenty minutes is regularly ap-propriated to reading them, and disposing of the businessbrought up.
This general subject--interesting the pupils in tha regularand orderly operation of the school--I have thus dwelt upon,because I have considered it as the easiest field to cultivate,the one by which the pupil may most readily be led to commencethe habit and to taste the pleasure of self-control. If thescholars can become really interested in tfre success andprosperity of the school, so as to feel that a part of the re-sponsibility rests upon them, and to be willing to make effort,and submit to self-denial spontaneously--for the promotion
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of the general good--they are,)prepared for higher moral efforts,
in more difficult spheres. The teacher has obtained posses-
sion of the reins by which the heart, the conscience, the moral
prinOpld is to be guided.

The progress of this discussion leads us very evidently now
to enquire into the particular meand of carrying forward the
pupil to the possessionoOf the various virtues which ought in
early life to be cherished. Love of truth, justice, kindness,
decision and firmness, courage, both physical and moral, filial
affection, industry, are all to receive their special attention,
and there are special plans appropriate to each. These particular
topics, cannot however, in thls first lecture on moral education
before this body, be discussed. It is to be hoped that they will
each hereafter receive a separate and thorough consideration,
by being assigned to other hands. I will however before dis-
missing the subject describe a method which has been pursued
with great advantage in my own and in some other schools.
My pupils call it, from the day on which it occurs, the Satur-
day exercise. It was briefly described some months since in
the Annals of Education.

Some subject of a moral nature is assigned, and at the ap-
pointed hour small strips of paper of uniform size are distributed
among the scholars, upon which those who choose write a sen-
tence or two relating to the subject in hand. One makes a
remark,--another relates an anecdote,--a third asks a question,
--a fourth states a fact,--and thus for ten minutes almost
every pen is busy. These brief prcductions are then all col-
lected, brought to me and read aloud, with such remarks upon
each as may seem proper.

This method makes the teacher more fully acquainted with
the condition of his school, and the real faults and temptations
of his scholars than almost any other mode. Perhaps disobe-
dienceto parents is the subject. If so, disobedient acts of every
possible variety are presented. Practices not before known to
be prevalent, are mentioned by many independent writers.
Deception at schoo4 may be the topic, and if the scholars have
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before voted to be frank, and if the teacher, by his mildness of
character and interest in his scholars, has secured their affec-
tion, almost every artful contrivance or subterfuge will be
brought to view. Once I took bad management by teachers
for the topic, inviting the pupils to scan my admintgtration
with the same severe scrutiny as that to which their conduct
is subjected. The following list ofinpics which have come up
in discussion in this way will show the extent to which the
plan may be carried. Bad conduct at home. Generosity. De-
cision. Diffidence and forwardness. Management of younger
brothers or sisters when intrusted to oul" care. Biting thet
the nails, and plans to correct the habit. Order. Selfishness,
Flattery. Gawes and plays. Quarrelling. It will be at once
perceived that the catalogue might be carried to any extent
among the list of vices and virtues--of traits of character and
personal habits.

But I must bring these remarks abruptly to a close. No
one would expect in a single lecture a full detail of the system
of measures to be2pursued to form the moral habits of the pupils
of a school. If my remarks shall be the means of inducing
those teachers, who have not hitherto made this a subject of
direct attention, immediately td) commence some plans for the
accomplishment of this object, it is all which I can expect or
desire. The work can only be advanced in various schools by
the individual genius and skill of the teachers.

There must be in the generation which is to come upon the
stage, a greater portion of social virtue than will come sponta-
neously, or the dangers which even now threaten our country
will thicken into deeper and deeper gloom. To be mild and
gentle in spirit, kind and conciliatory in temper and conduct,
and submissive to proper authority, are not the natural charac-
teristics of Americans. The stern unbending spirit of freedom
which prevails in this land is with difficulty retained in union
with the gentler and more peaceful virtues of social life. We
must then earnestly exert ourselves to sustain the latter, or else
this extended government over our immensely varied country
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will soon become a very unstable equilibrium of the fierce ele-
ments of whirlwind and storm.

I ought nut to close without saying that the superstructure
of social virtue ought in my opinion to stand on the founda-
tion of religious principle, by which I mean strong personal
affection for the great Creator. This however is not the only
foundation. The minds of our pupils may be influenced by
love of excellence--by elevated and enlarged ideas of the supe-
rior happiness of virtue in thi& life,--and conscience may be so
awakened, and its voice grow so strong, as to exert a most pow-
erful control. These principles too can be brought much more
easily to have influence in a school, than real, sincere, unaffect-
ed2piety,--by which I mean communion with the Supreme Being and
Z.:aye for him. Moral education and religious education are there-
fore distinct, and it was the former subject which was assigned
to me. I could not however close my remarks without expressing
the sentiment which is unquestionably common to us all, that
the members of the great human family will be most just and
benevolent to each other, when they are bound most closely to
their common father above.
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"Read these advices once a month, carefully preserve them as a memorial ofme. They may be of use to you, even in old age. Don't be discouraged
when so much work is cut out for you. Method, perseverance, due exercideand, above all, Divine assistance, will enable you to do much more, with
great ease."
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education.



1 1:

i .
1

28 On Europi;an Eaucation

society, to attend the best of theological lectures at the university, and to develop his pastoraltraining on the soundest Presbyterian models.
Upon his return home, John Mitchell Mason succeeded his father as pastor of the CedarStreet Church in New York and later distinguished himself by aiding in the establishment ofthe first theological seminary in the United States (Union Theological Seminary), where heserved as a professor. In 1811 he became provost of Columbia College, and he was appointedpresident of Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, in 1821.

As you are about to leave your native land
for some time, and perhaps I .may never see
your face again in this world, a sense of duty
and tender regard for you, impel me to give
you a few advices, which by the blessing of
God will be . useful to you in future life.

I wish you to have the air and address of a
gentleman; not of an affected, but a real gen-
tleman, in whose character, good sense, sin-
cerity, discretion, affability, condescension,
an obliging temper, and easy behaviour, are
principal traits.

Go freely into every respectable company
when yciu can be introduced with propriety,
and esteem such an introduction into large
and mixed companies a very great favour. Be
modest and attentive in company. Equally
avoid loquacity and silence. Beware of imper-
tinent staring, but keep an open countenance.
Do not flatly contradict any person present,
nor be engaged in angry controversy. Never
speak to the disadvantage of any absent
person; this would be mean, ungenerous, im-
polite, wicked. Be very attentive to ladies who
will give a polish to your manners. ivery
part of yoUr conversation towards them should
be marked with the most refined delicacy. Do
not repeat any little stories or anecdotes, but
such as you have reason 'to think none present
may be supposed to be acquainted with, but
take notice of such as are mentioned by others,
even of such as you know, without giving any
hint that you have heard of them before. Re-
spectfully turn your face to any person you
speak to, or who speaks to you. Be fond of in-
structive conversation, but do not altogether
disregard small-talk, some proportion of
which is rendered necessary by the present
state of society. Never give a decisive opin-
ion about anything in the presence of your
superiors, without pressing necessity; which
will seldom happen. Say little aboutyourself,
and never vex your friends with gloomy narra-
tives about your little ailments. Be always
cheerful, but be always grave. Avoid loud
laughter and smile gracefully. Be careful not
to hurt the feelings of any person present. If
you begin to speak about anything, and the
company do not take notice of you, do not make
a second attempt unless you are desired.

While in Britain, say little about your own

country. Speak respectfully of the British
government, avoid controversy about the late
contest between Britain and the UnitedStates,
and do not directly or indirectly advise me-
chanics or farmers to leave the British
dominions.

Accommodate yourself to the habits of peo-
ple, and their way of living in any place yotX
may visit. Do not discover any niceness of
palate, but make the best of homely fare.
Plain people do not study cookery, and you
will hurt them much by showing any contempt
of the provision they may set before you.
Be not noisy .when you stop at a tavern, be
polite to the landlord and servants; a real
gentleman gives little trouble; he is easilypleased.

Carefully observe the state of society, the
customs and mariners, the progress Or decline
of religion, or of the arts and sciences, in
any place to which providence may lead you.
Be very curious. Study mankind whereveryou
go.

I need not guard you against vulgar com-
panions, but be very kind to pious poor peo-
ple and converse familiarly with them. Have
few intimate friends, and be nice in choosing
them. Draw a narrow circle enclosing some
about your own age, some of middle, andsome
of old age, 'and give the preference to those
who are most eminent in piety, learning, and
politeness. Depend most upon the advices
which are the dictates of experience.

Have stated times for visiting your friends,
unless they are in affliction. Let your com-
plimental visits be always affectionate and
short. Never suffer your presence to be pain-
ful to any person.

Be faithful to your friends. Be a punctual
correspondent; keep secrets; be affable to all
men. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome
evil with good, praying for and seekingoppor-
tunities to promote the happiness of all who
injure you.

Never give unnecessary trouble to any
family where you may lodge. Be polite to
children and servants. Observe family rules,
and beware of being abroad at a late hour.

Consider manly exercise as an important
duty in which you may serve God. This will
contribute much to the preservation of your

John Mason 1791
A Father's Advice to a Son Leaving for Study Abroad

John Mitchell Mason (1770-1829) was sent to Edinburgh University in Scotland in 1791 by his
father, the Reverend John Mason, minister of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Cedar Street,
New York. His father thouaht that Edinburat University offered the best thsnl no.; ("al fn,



I wish you to have the air and address of a
gentleman; not of an affected, but a real gen-
tleman, in whose character, good sense, sin-
cerity, discretion, affability, condescension,
an obliging temper, and easy behaviour, are
principal traits.

Go freely into every respectable company
when yOu can be introduced with propriety,
and esteem such an introduction into large
and mixed companies a very great favour. Be
modest and attentive in company. Equally
avoid loquacity and silence. Beware of imper-
tinent staring, but keep an open countenance.
Do not flatly contradict any person present,
nor be engaged in angry controversy. Never
speak to the disadvantage of any absent
person; this would be mean, ungenerous, im-
polite, wicked. Be very attentive to ladies who
will give a polish to your manners. Every
part of your conversation towards them should
be marked with the most refined delicacy.Do
not repeat any little stories or anecdotes, but
such as you have reason -to think none present
may be supposed to be acquainted with, but
take notice of such as are mentioned by others,
even of such as you know, without giving any
hint that you have heard of them before. Re-
spectfully turn your face to any person you
speak to, or who speaks to you. Be fond of in-
structive conversation, but do not altogether
disregard small-talk, some proportion of
which is rendered necessary by the present
state of society. Never give a decisive opin-
ion about anything in the presence of your
superiors, without pressing necessity; which
will seldom happen. Say little about yourself,
and never vex your friends with gloomy narra-
tives about your little ailments. Be always
cheerful, but be always grave. Avoid loud
laughter and smile gracefully. Be careful not
to hurt the feelings of any person present. If
you begin to speak about anything, and the
company do not take notice of you, do not make
a second attempt unless you are desired.

While in Britain, say little about your own

John Mason
44 Father's Advice to a Son Leaving for Study Abroad

John Mitchell Mason (1770-1829) was sent toEdinburgh University in Scotland in 1791 by his
father, the Reverend John Mason, minister of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Cedar Street,
New York. His father thought that Edinburgh University offered the best theological training for
a Presbyterian minister and that it would lead his son to higher accomplishments in his pro-
fession, a wider range of general knowledge, and an acquaintance with cultured and Christian
society abroad.

The letter below contained more than the usual personal and solicitous advice from a father
to son setting out for graduate studies overseas. John Mitchell Mason was carefully instructed
not to become involved in British politics and not to refer to the late unpleasantness between
the United States and the former mother country. He was instructed to pay attention to female

.....
Accommodate yourself to the habits of peo-

ple, and their way of living in any place you
may visit. Do not discover any niceness of
palate, but make the best of homely fare.
Plain people do not study cookery, and you
will hurt them much by showing any contempt
of the provision they may set before -you.
Be not noisy when you stop at a tavern, be
polite to the landlord and servants; a real
gentleman gives little trouble; he is easily
pleased. -

Carefully observe the state of society, the
customs and manners, the progress or decline
of religion, or of the arts and sciences, in
any place to which providence may lead you.
Be very curious..Study mankind wherever you
go. -

I need not guard you against vulgar com-
panions, but be very kind to pious poor peo-
ple and converse familiarly with them. Have
few intimate friends, and be nice in choosing
them. Draw a narrow circle enclosing some
about your own age, some of middle, and some
of old age, and give the preference to those
who are most eminent in piety, learning, and
politeness. Depend most upon the advices
which are the dictates of experience.

Have stated times for visiting your friends,
unless they are in affliction. Let your com-
plimenial visits be always affectionate and
short. Never suffer your presence tobe pain-
ful to any person:

Be faithful to your friends. Be a punctual
correspondent; keep secrets; be affable to all
men. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome
evil with good, praying for and seeking oppor-
tunities to promote the happiness of all who
injure you.

Never give unnecessary trouble to any
family where you may lodge. Be polite to
children and servants. Observe family rules,
and beware of being abroad at a late hour.

Consider manly exercise as an important
duty in which you may serve God. This will
contribute much to the preservation of your

1791

A letter from John Mason in New York to his son, John Mitchell Mason, in Edinburgh, Scotland, April 27,
1791; in Jacob Van-Vechten, editor, Memoirs of John M. Mason, D.D., S.T.P., with Portions of His Cor-
respondence (New York: Robert Carter and Brothers, 1856), pp. 31-38.
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ealth, and will defend you against hypo-
chondriac affections, which destroy the spring
of animal spirits, and make one useless and
ridiculous.

Let it be your principal care to be able to
state the doctrines of religion in a simple and
perspicuous manner; this you will find to be
the most effectual means of enervating objec-
tions: and opposing error. Do not embarrass
yourself with a great variety of systems, nor
with speculations aboui things which cannot be
understood in this world, and perhaps will
remain mysteries in the world to come. Make
as great progress as possible in your sys-
tematical reading during the first year after
your arrival in Scotland, and review what you
shall have read in the second. Study systems
in a practical manner. Remember that you are
deeply interested in every doctrine of Chris-
tianity, and that even Divinity will be useless
to your own soul, and the souls of others, if it
is considered only as an object of speculation.

In .your first year at Edinburgh, prepare
twelve short, practical sermons, twenty in the
second. _ -

Observe the method of the ablest, the most
piOus and accurate preachers. Write the sub-
stance of their discourses when you are at
home; but beware of a servile imitation of any.

preicher.
.- Be very intent on the study of the Hebrew
language, for three or four months, and make
yourself well acquainted with its grammar.
When you shall be able to understand the He-
brew Scriptures with some ease I wish you to
attend as the professor directs to the Arabic,
Syriac, and Chaldaic, especially the Arabic,

'as much at least as will enable you to make
progress'in the study of them, after you shall
leave the University. While you are engaged in
these exercises, it will be proper to read
Leusdeni Philologus.

Do not, however, neglect the Latin, Greek,
and French languages. Be a classical critic.
Read some of Plato's works, and make notes

-on what you read. In a particular manner at-
tend to the purity of your own language. Lay in
a store of classical words, that you may be

.c

able to express your sentiments on any sub-
ject, and on any occasion, with propriety and
ease. In order to do this, labour to have clear
ideas of things. Endeavour to acquire the habit
of speaking in a plain, neat, unaffected style.
Avoid bombast and vulgarity. Seldom let the
proud monosyllable I, have the place in your
compositions or discourses. Accustom ( fur-
self to read-aloud, as one of the best means
to fit' YoU for public speaking. Be accurate in
all your compositions.

John Mason 29

Read with great care the Fathers of the
three first centuries, and the Apostolical
Constitutions. In these you will find many
jewels, mixed with much rubbish. Observe
the exposition they give of the Scriptures and
what views they had of the doctrine of the
Trinity, and of the person and office of the Re-
deemer. Write your remarks upon them; this
will save much time in the future periods of

_life.
Make much use of Prideaux Connections.

Be very.exact in reading the history of the
Church, -till you come to the destruction of
the Exarchate of Ravenna. Read with atten-
tion, but not with explicit faith, the Ecclesi-
astical Histories of Eusebius, Socrates,
Evagrius, Mosheim, and Spanheim, to which
yoti may add Sigonius de regnolialia.e, de Oc-
cidentali Imperio, and Ockley's History of
the Saracens.

As a relief from severe study read some
books of rational amusement, and make the
tour of the world, in some short and well
written General Geography.

That you may not fall into confusion, and
give unnecessary fatigue to your mind, make a
prudent distribution of your time. If you sleep
only seven hours in one day, you will have
seventeen hours for devotion, for study, and
for exercise. Let me again recommend to
you the strictest attention to exercise. It may
sometimes be necessary to lay aside study
for a week or two, and to make an excursion
into the country on horseback.

Let it be your care to acquire authority
over your own mind, that with ease you may
be able to apply yourself to any branch of
study.

If God shall be pleased to put you into the
ministry, prepare your discourses with great
accuracy. Let this be the principal business
of the morning of every day. Do not put it off
till the end of the week. This would be to trifle
with the Gospel and the souls of men; perse-
vere in accurate preparation till the 40th or
45th year of your age. Superficial study and
writing, in youth, make a poor old man. Be
not however a slave to your compositions;
exercise, but do not overcharge your memo-
ry. Go to the pulpit so far possessed of your"
.notes, as to be able to speak with dignity,
propriety, and ease.

Fill your discourses with useful matter. A
multitude of words without sentiments, or with
sentiments not adapted to the pulpit, insult a
grave worshipping assembly. Let the peculiar
doctrines of the Gospel be your principal sub-
jects. Do not however neglect morality, but
see that you enforce it chiefly by arguments
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drawa from redeeming grace. Give faith
and obedience their proper places. Reason
clesely, but with as little appearance of rea-
soning as is possible for you:give a practical
turn to your arguments, and never abuse those
who are of a contrary opinion:

liaveoshort introductions. State the sense
and connexion of the text with great precision.
Let your method be natural, arising out of the
subject. Be concise in the doctrinal part, that
yoi may not be hurried in the application.
Never depart wantonly from our translation,
and if at any time you shall find it necessary
to alter it, do it with great modesty, and
without amusing the hearers with Latin,
Greek, or Hebrew words.-Do not nieddle with
the exposition of the Scriptures, which we
commonly call lecturing, for two years at
least after you have appeared in a public char-.
acter. Meanwhile prepare yourself for it, by
a diligent reading, and close attention to the
connexions of Scripture. When you begin it,
select such passages as have a peculiar fit-
ness for fixing impressions upon the con-
sciences of the hearers. Let this be your
practice for one Year. After that you may ex-
pound a chapter, or a book, as yciu shall think
will be most for edification.

Endeavour to acquire the commandof your
voice.. Never speak louder than is necessary,
unless some Divine impulse lay a necessity
upon you. Screaming and bawling disgrace the
pulpit. Despise theatrical airs. Let your ac-
tions be easy and natural. Hate affectation.

Rise above the frowns and applause of men.
Consider your hearers as your fellow sinners,
and your fellow mortals, and realize the pres-
ence of the searcher of hearts. Be serious
and pointed, and you will command attention.
Preach to yourself, and you will preach well
to others.

Often read the Epistles to Timothy and
Titus. Travail as in birth till Christ be
formed in souls.

Wben settled in a congregation,beginyour
ministry with great modesty, affection, and
faithfulness. The first days of a rnan's minis-
try have frequently been found to be his best
days. Endeavour to grow, that your profiting
may appear to 'all.

Be very circumspect in your life. Let your
conversation on all occasions proclaim the
sincerity of your heart, and exemplify the
salutary tendencies of the doctrine you de-
liver to others.

Be very solemn in six: -king to persons who
desire baptism for their children, or admis-
sion to the Lord's Supper; andnever dispense
those privileges to any, without the advice of

your Session.
Consider that faithfulness in catechising

young people, who are the hope of the Church,
and visiting the poor and time afflicted are
some of the most important.duties that will
be incumbent upon you.

Never attach yourself to any party in your
congregation, nor suffer any differences
among the people to come before the Session
till every previous means of composing them
shall fail. Whatever unfavourable opinionyou
may have of ahy of your hearers, keep it
locked up in your own mind. If any of them
shall treat you in anunbecoming thanner, take
no notice of it, but pray for them, and do your
duty to them, as though they Mid not displeased
you. Discourage tale bearers,and never point
your discourses at individuals.

As the general interests, of religion are
much influenced by judicial proceedings, let
it now be your care to prepalre yourself for
acting your part therein. Atte.mi the meetings
of the General Assembly, the Commission of
the Assembly, Synods, and 'Presbyteries of
the National Church, andalso the Judicatories'
of the Seceders, as you shall have opportu-
nity. Consider Church discipline as an im-
portant subject of study. Buy the Acts of the
General Assembly and the Acts of the Synod
of Dort; you have the Act of the National Syn-
od of France in the Library. When you shall
be called to act as a member of a Cliurch
Judicatory, do not speak often, nor make long
speeches, but _be decisive when you speak.
When differences happen among ministers,
be a peace-maker. Never be a party-man.
Durham on Scandal will contribute much to
make you al good disciplinarian.

Thus I have given youa few advices.I wish
my time had permitted me to polish and ex-
tend them. Receive them as they are. They
are an effusion of the heart of an affectionate
parent. More will be occasionally sent to you,
if life and health are preserved.

I commend you to God, and to the word of
His grace; may His good spirit instruct you,
and you will be t.;appily directed. Your best
interests are near the heart of your father.'

11 tit

JOHN MASON

Read these acivices once a month, carefully
preserve them as a memorial of me. They may
be of use to you, even in old age. Don't be dis-
couraged when so much work is_cut out for
you. Method, perseverance, dud, exercise,
and, above all, Divine assistance, will enable
you to do much more, with great ease.
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A System of Education
AniDS Eaton, A.M.
1828
Websters and Skinners: Albany 1829

no quotations due to the nature of the material

Elementary schools could be made more efficient if certain improvements weremade.

1. Discusses physical_zamd. curricular improvements in elememtary schools --toward ,efficiency...
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TO JOSIAH TROWBRIDGE,
HEMAN B. POTTER,
EBENEZER &OHNSON,
DYRE TILLINGHAST,
LEWIS F. ALLEN.
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A Committee, appointed by the Di-
rectors of the BUFFALO SCHOOL-
ASSOCIATION.

HAVING treen frequently requested try respectable patrons and
teachers of Common Schools, to exhibit, in a pamphlet form, those
views of education which have been deduced from a long course of
experience, I avail myself of your circular as a convenient oc-
casion for the following brief remarks1 .

rt is pretty extensively known, that the Hon. Stephen Van
Rensselaer, ol Albany, set up a school in Troy, N. Y. for the pur-
pose of having trials made, with a view to ascertain, as far as pos-
sible, what improvements could be made in the general plan a.*
education. He had previously employed two agents,* with four
assistants,** to make trials of the same nature, at his expense, by
a kind of itinerating course, in the vestern part of the statm. He

has since established this school and continued it between four
and five years. He has expended many thousands with a view to
accomplisih that object; not for the purrpose of favoring this par-
ticular location. For he proposes mak-ing an application to the
Legislature for annexing the school tc the Institute at Albany,
as soon as the object, for which he established it, is accomplishedk.**

Last summer he offered an expertmental term of fifteen weeks
to one person from each county in the state, on Conditien that he
should return to the same county and lend his aid toward; improv-
ing the plan of education. This proposal was made with a view
to bring into the field a body of zealous young men, who would
act in concert in the great cause. Several counties availed them-
selves of the proposition; and some of the young gentlemen have
been successful in their,efforts. But some did not feel full confi-
dence in their qualifications for conducting an experimental course.

*Prof. L. C. Beck and myself.
**Messrs. J. Smith, Geo. White, T. D. Eaton and H. H. Eaton.
***A plan has not yet been matured for effecting this object.

As three departments are now united by law, under the general head,
called The Albapy Institute, to wit: 1, the Department of Physical
Science and the Arts; 2, the Natural History Department; 3, the
General History and Literary Department; perhaps thet Rensselaer
School may be united to the Institute under the head of Education
Department. There might be numerous acting branches in various
parts of the state, the professors of which might constitute a
legal board, meeting annually at the Institute.
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Mr. V. R. has now offered to add the experimental part of two
terms for the farther improvement of those who attended last sea-
son; also to admit to the same privileges another young gentle-
man from each county, tc ,be appointed by the county clerks.
Notices of such appointmcs,nts have already been received from
several counties; and it is presumed that every county clerk, who
is desirous to improve the state of 7earning, will endeavour to
search out and select a suitable canftdate beore the fifteenth of

April--the time for commencing the colcurse. I is therefore to be
hoped, that a sufficient number of ex-perimemtal teachers will he
furnished to the countiea to assist sthool associations in their
laudable efforts.

With this introduction, I shall Tttempt to answer your five very

comprehensive queries. But it will nat comport with the plan I

hachproposed to-anyself, to follow them in their order. I will there-
fore insert them, with a very short amswer to each; to be followed
Viith my general views on the subject of education, without again
referring to your queries.

1. Question. "What is your optnion of the Monitorial Sys-
'tem of education, generally?"

Answer. Excellent,under judictows regulations--pitiful mum-
mery on the usual clamorous applicaztom of it. Children thereby
acquire loose, careless, vulgar habits, which require to be unlearn-

ed at the expense of much time and severe discipline.
2. Q. "If approved, to what aoe and to what branches would

"you extend that system of instruction?"
A. It is most profitably applied among students of mature

years, while engaged ih studying the experiemntal sciences. I

would never select a monitor under twelve or thirteen years of
age, and he should always act under the immediate eye of a
superintendent.

3. Q. "What, in your opinion, is the best present, practical
"system of education, beginning with the rudiments, and extend-
"ing through a classical and scientific course?"

A. Begin with a system which requires the exercise of the
senses and memory, now in all their strength; and which does not

require much from the judgment, now feeble and immature. Natural

and artificial bodies, with their appropriate names, should
occupy the young mind. Such as plants, minerals, maps, &c. The

English language should be learned by reading plain familiar

4 Aft014
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works, containing matters which require the exercise of the memory

amd which will be useful later in Iffe. Such as interesting

selections from history, important epochs in chronology, &c.

The memory should never be burdened with fictions, as novels

and romances. The learned languages may be studied by the

aid of literal translations; whereby the idioms will become

familiar and the meaning of words deeply fixed in the memory.

But the grammar of any language should not be studied at this

early age.
As the faculty of judgment approaches maturity, grammar, rhet-

oric, logic, mathematics, the natural sciences, &c. may be intro-

duced in turn. Always illustrate every department by experiments

and specimens; whereby the fancy and imagination will be en-

listed in aid of the memory. But there is a limit in this mode of

instruction, beyond which the exhibitions themselves become

worse than useless. For example: a student will understand the

celestial machinery by referring to a few plain things, as a hoop,

an apple, &c. in a fourth part of the time which it will require

to understand the mere machinery of an orrery oe planitarium, s-et

before him for its illustration. Pestalozzi s model plan is use-

ful to a certain limit. But it becomes a ridiculous farce, as ex-

tended by some teachers, professing to adopt his method.

The numerous extravagant plans proposed or attempted in this

country would seem to imply, that all the old institutions of learn-

ing were so many nuisances or sinks of ignorance. I would adopt

the modern improvements in science, and give them a practical di-

rection to the-concerns of life. I would also introduce those

facilities in aid of classic studies, which experience has justified.

But I give as an answer to your third question, that most of those

new institutions which have attracted so much notice, have in my

opinion, no pian but that of increasing their number of pupils ani

accumulating weaLth. They are therefore harmless, excepting so

far as they discourage the zealous patron of improvement, who is

disappointed in.Cfinding the morals of his son degenerated and his

mind not improved.
4. Q. "What is your opinion of a weekly course of scientific

"lectures, generally, to the whole sChool, accompanied with illus.=

"trations by proper apparatus?"
A. A course of general lectures to the whole schoo'), both sci-

entific and literary, would be of inestimable value. But the lec-

tures should be given daily, or at least four oe five in each week.
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5. Q. "What is your opinion of educating the two sexes in
"tile same institution, but in separate apartments and under sepa-
"rate instructors--admitting them equally, under thee care and in-
"spection of their several instructors, to the weekly scientific
"lectures?"

A. Should always be tducated together. The usual separa-
tion arose in the Monkish policy of the dark ages, and has been
continued, with some other absurdities of our colleges and board-
ing schools. Young ladies are always either under the care of
their parents or guardians at home, or are placed under the care
of the mistress of a family in whom the parents have full confi-
dence. And I can conceive of no greater exposure of female deli-
cacy at a school, than at church. A change in this particular
would greatly improve the state of society. It would tend to ex-
cite emulation, to soften the manners of both sexes, and to change
that kind of attachment which savors rather of appetite than es-
teem, into rational and durable friendship.

7

SYSTEM OF EDUCATION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
THE PRECEDiNG ANSWERS.

Extensive innovations should not be attempted. I would pro-
pose no change at present for winter schools. Experimental and
demonstrative science, should be introduced, with their application
to the concerns of life. But while fostering these, literature
should not be neglected.

I would establish an Experimental School at some central or
convenient place, for the azcanmodation of several other schools.
Beginning with populous villages and towns, I would there demon-
strate the utility of the(plan; then extend it to places whose popula-
tion is less dense, until every individual in the state should feel
its influence.

The schools to be benefitted by the experimental school, wheth-
er district schools, select schools or whatever they might be nam-
ed, should constitute a circuit. The number of circuit schools
may be from three to ten or twelve. In these schools, I would
propose no change; excepting that during the summer season, while
the experimental school is in operation, they should commence
earlier in the morning, and close at four o'clock in the afternoon;
so as to be ready to tnter the experimental school at half past
four. The teachers ot circuit schools would naturally accommidate
theirddaily exercises to the course of the experimental school,
when it should appear to be advisable.

I would limit the exercises of the experimental school to the
summer season, both on account of the length of the days to
save the expense of fuel. The first term should commence on the
twelfth of April, and end the fourth of July. Thersecond term
should commence on the twenty-sixth of July and end on the eighteenth
of October. During this period, the full light of each day would
always be continued, in this latitude, more than fourteen hours.
Therefore commencing at half past four, P. M. two and a half hours
at the experimental school might be employed daily, and in some
part of the season it might be conveniently extended to three hours.
But two hours would generally be a sufficient length of time for
the whole exercises.

As I propose to leave the circuit schools to their own usual
course, I shall coeffine my observations to the experimental school.
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BUILDINGS.

It will be more convenient to my purpose, to commence with a
description of the buildings, In describing these I wish to be un-
derstood, that other forms of buildings may beJused. Old build-
ingS may be fitted up, which were originally constructed upon very
different plans. But by explaining what I deem the best plan, my
opinion would be better understood in relation to fitting up old
buildings. The principal objects to be kept in view are:

1. To have the upper ceiling of the laboratory high, for the as-
cent of suffocating gases; to have the laboratoryon the lower floor
for the convenience of carrying in and throwing out water; and to
have the place of the furnaces and forges secured against endan-
gering the buildings.

2. To have the natural philosophy room about thirty-six feet
long and at the south part of the building, for the corivenience of
using a megascope, solar microscope, and other optical instruments.

I- should recommend the erection of buildings of the following
dimensions for an experimental school, conducted by one professor
and two assistants, where the circuit consists of about six schools,
averaging thirty pupils to each.

One building to be called the Philosophy House, two story high;
another building, to be called the Chemical Hbuse, one story high.

Let each building be fifty-four feet long, extending north and
south, and twenty feet wide. The lower room of the philosophy
house ten, and the upper 9, feet between the floor and upper ceil-
ing. The walls of the chemistry house thirteen feet high, and the
upper ceiling arohed,,;so that the highest part of the arch shall be
fifteen feet above the floor.

Cut the chemistry house into two laboratories--the south one
thirty-six feet, leaving the other eighteen feet. Make a chimney
in the partition with a large fire place and oven-like forge in each
room, back to back. Make a broad hearth extending six feet into
each room. In these fire-places and forges, the air-furnaces, bel-
lows, lead-pots, &c. are always to be used.

Both rooms are to be ventilated by an opening around the chim-
ney with an outer case, or wall, of brick, arising at the top of
the arch and extending as high as the chimney; so as to leave an
open space six inches thick between the brick walls.
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The large laboratory is to be occupied as a lecture room for
chemistry, mineralogy and geology, when lectures are given to
the whole school by the professor, or the assistant professors. The
small laboratory is to be occupied by forenoon students as a lec-
ture room, under the direction of the assistants.

Cut the lower story of the philosophy house into three rooms,
for the afternoon exercises of students of the circuit schools. Let
these rooms be numbered from the south end, No. 1, No., 2,,No. 3.
The numbers 1 and 3, to be twenty feet each, leaving number two
but fourteen feet. Cut the upper story into two rooms, leaving
the south room thirty-six feet long, the north room, of course,
eighteen feet long. The south room is to be occupied as a
lecture room for experimental philosophy, mathematics, philoso-
phy of the mind, moral philolophy, rhetoric, logic, geography,
history, national economy, botany and zoology, when lectures are
given to the whole school by the professor or the assistant profes-
sors. The north room is to be occupied by forenoon students, as
a lecture room, under the direction of the assistants.

FURNITURE OF THE ROOMS.

Lower storyoof the Philosophy House.
No. 1. THE CABINET. Collections of minerals, plants, shells,

insects, fish, &c. Also, historical specimens, maps, charts,
globes, &c.

No. 2. THE SURVEY7_ROOM. Compass, chain, quadrants, lev-
els, cases of small instruments, guaging rods, board measures, &c.

No. 3. THE ASSAY-ROOM. Forge, furnace, bellows, argand's
lamp, anvil, vice, hammer, crucibles, ladles, assay glasses, test
glasses, florence flasks, scales, suit of tests and reagents, iron
and wedgewood mortars, &c. This room should be furnished with
numerous varieties of soils, ores, mineral waters, &c. for exercis-
ing students in the various', manipulations of chemical analysis.

Upper story,of the Philosophy House.
These rooms should both be furnished with simple apparatus,

sufficient for illustrating the principles of natural 'philosophy. As
plain, coarse wooden apparatus for the mechanical powers, a me-
gascope and other simple optical instruments, an air pump, hydraul-
ic instruments, simple electrical and magnetic apparatus, &c.

2
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Chemical House.
Both rooms should be furnished with the simple chemical ap-

paratus, now coming into general use, throughout this state. Lists
of the articles may be found in the common Text Book, prepared
for Rensselaerean Schools, third edition.

EXERCISES AT THE EXPERIMENTAL SCHOOL.

Forenoon Exercises. All forenoon students hhould devote
their whole time to the experimental and demonstrative course.
No one should be admitted to this course until his mind is well
disciplined to habits of study. If he has not received the degree
of bachelor of arts, he ought to pass an examination in the ele-
mentary principles of natural philosophy, chemistry, the practical
problems in geometry, geography, history, rhetoric and logic. If
he has madd considerable proficiency in Latin and Greek, he will
be prepared to make much better progress for such acquirements.
Some of these branches of learning may be dispensed with how-
ever, if the student possesses genius and is very persevering.

Forenoon students ought to pay for reagents and tests, fuel for
the furnaces, argand's lamp, &c. which will amount to about $10
per term. They should be exercised by giving extemporaneous
lectures, illustrated by their own experiments, or by demonstrative
exhibitions, under the guidance of an assistant professor. The
subject should always be the same with that of the professor's
lecture on the preceding afternoon.

As the forenoon exercises are to be conducted upon the Rens-
selaerean plan, and as this plan is before the public, I shall not
give any further account of it.

Afternoon Exercises. The afternoon should be occupied in
preparing for the professor's lecture, and in teaching the stu-
dents of the circuit schools.

At 4 o'clock, P.M. all the circuit schools should be dismiss-
ed. At precisely half past four, the professor should commence
his lecture before all the circuit students, the forenoon students,
and those gentlemen and ladies who attend no exercises but the pro-
fessor's lectures. He should limit his lecture to precisely one
hour, excepting in cases where the nature of the experiments re-
quires a little extension so the time.
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After the professor's lecture, the circuit students should be
directed to rooms, according to a previous arrangement of them.
The circuit teachers, male and female, should aid the assistant
professors, according to the arrangement of the professor.

Circuit students should be distributed into three divisions.
No. 1, to include those who are engaged in the circuit schools,

in reading, writing, common arithmetic, Botany, Latin, Greek,
French, &c.

No. 2, to include those, who are studying geometry, mechan-
ical philosophy, including astronomy, engineering, &c.

No. 3, to include those who are studying chemistry, mineralo-
gy, zoology, rhetoric, logic, philosophy of the mind, &c.

Students of No. 1, to enter the room No. 1, and there be ar-
ranged in sections, and be taught, by labels and the dictum of
teachers, subjects of the botanical, mineralogical, and zoological
sciences. Also to be instructed demonstratively in the works of
art, in geography, history, &c. by charts, maps, globes, &c.

By pursuing this course diligently, even young children will
store up a valuable stock of names and facts, to be of vast import-
ance when the judgment becomes sufficiently matured for making
applications to the concerns of life, or for using them as subjects
of scientific arrangement. These students should be encouraged
to collect, preserve, and label, plants, minerals, &c. for future
reviews.

Students of No. 2, to enter the room No. 2, and be distributed
as in No. 1. Some divisions to be led into the field, and there
exercised in land surveying and engineering; others should remain
at the room to plot, calculate, &c. surveys previously taken; others
should be employed in taking the latitude, longitude, moon's paral-
lax, &c.

Students of No. 3, to enter the room No. 3, and be distributed
as in No. 1. As there will generally be the smallest number in
this division, the whole should work by turns, at the analysis of
soils, minerals, mineral waters, animal and vegetable matter, &c.

FEMALE STUDENTS.

Those who belong to the circuit schools should all attend in
the t;abinet, No. 1. They should, however, have one part of the
room allotted to them, and be distributed into sections. I can see
no objection to this, which would not apply with equal force to at-

1014
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tending church. But those who are under the influence of suchscrdples can construct a separate cabinet.
Females will not wish to attend the hardy exercises of thesurvey-room or of the assay-room. But all will, of course, attendthe professor's lectures. And ladies of mature years, who aredesirous to obtain an experimental knowledge of the natural sciencesor who may be designed for teachers, may be admitted to the exer-cises of the forenoon course. They may read lectures, sitting,while their female companions perform the experiments as assist-ants. A respectable lady, of a suitable age, should preside atthese exercises, assisted by an assistant gentleman, who shouldaid in the manipulations. Prooably some ladies would prefer at-tending to those exercises at a different time in the day from thatassigned to gentlemen. In this they might be indulged, withoutderanging the(daily course.

EXPENSES.
Those school association, which abound in funds, may expendthousands very pleasantly in purchasing splendid apparatus. Butit will be more useful to community to instruct the rising genera-tion with apparatus whose cost will be within the means of everyvillage or town. Principles of science and their application toagriculture, the arts, domestic economy, and all other concerns oflife, are best taught by simple means.
Three hundred dollars will be sufficient to purchase chemical.and philosophical apparatus, with which every known principle ap-pertaining to those sciences can be illustrated. A little may beadded yearly; but I would prefer encreasing the library, to addingmuch to such an apparatus.
The cabinet may be supplied by the contributions of students,ekchanges, private donations, &c. with all the most important speci-mens. A very small well selected cabinet will enable the professorto give an instructive course.*
A permanent fund for the support of one professor, is all thatis necessary, after the buildings are erected and furnished. Forone,

*The Troy Lyceum obtained an excellent mineralogical and geo-logical collection by sending out an experienced agent, on a tourof four weeks. He was furnished with a strong carriage and team,one assistant, and some local minerals for exilhanging. The wholecost amounted to but three hundred dollars.
13

two, or three, assistants may always be obtained for no other com-pensation than board and tuition, on account of the great value ofsuch an opportunity to review the course.
The success of this plan, like that of all others, depends muchon the skill, good sense, and prudence, of its earliest patrons andagents. A failure for want of talents in the teachers would be as-cribed to the inefficacy of the system, at the outset of its appli-cation. But after the utility of the system has been proved, fu-ture failures will be ascribed to the true cause. In your hands,gentlemen, I most ardently hope, that the experimental system ofeducation will receive an impulse which may long be felt, and wide-ly diffused. Learning will then be directed to its proper object--the amelioration of the condition of man.

Most respectfully,
Your humble servant,

AMOS EATON.Rensselaer School, Troy, April 3, 1829.
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An Address Delivered to the Members of the York Mechanics Institute
C. Wellbeloved
1826
Hargrove, Gawthorp, Hargrove, Herald-Office, Pavement.

"'Valuable as knowledge must be to every one who possess it, it cannot either
prevent or satisfy the natural wants of. man. The human frame cannot subsist
on .6he most abundant supply of intellectual food. Life must be supported
by something of a grosser kind, to be obtained, by the larger portion of
mankind, only by the labour of thtkiir hands."

"The subjects of.human knowledge are the Creator and His Works."

"Let us, then, conclude, that the pleasures of Science go hand and hand,
with the solid benefits derived from It; that they tend, unlike other
gratifications, not only to make lives more agreeable, but better; and that
a rational being is bound by every motive of interest and of duty, to direct
his mind towards pur-,lits which are found to be the sure path of virtue as
well as of happiness."

A general discourse on the important features of curriculum.

. A very general discourse on knowaedge and the sub ects of education...the
Creator, His works,'.the earth, and Man.

2. It is not particularly enlightening or interesting.
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ADDRESS, &c.

HAVING finished our regular Monthly business, I now beg
leave to congratulate the Members of the York Mechanics' Institute,
on their having obtained the use of the premises in which we are
assembled this evening for the first time:--premises so reputable
and convenient as to their situation; and in respect of the number,
size, and arrangement of the rooms--so well suited to the purposes
to which I hope theyuOill be long applied. Had the first friends
and founders of the Institute conceived it possible that so great
an interest would be so soon excited in its favour, they would not
have engaged the house which it has hitherto occupied. But they
anticipated indifference rather than zeal, and opposition instead
of encouragement. Happily their fears have proved groundless; and
the institution has flour-:shed beyond all that even the most san-
guine coulchhave hoped. Some very important objects of the in-
stitution have been unfortunately impeded by the inconveniences of
the house in the Bedern, from which we have removed; and it may
now be presumed that the whole plan which has been formed for
securing the great ends to be answered by the Institute, will be
carried into effect. The evening classes will assembte in this
commodious building, with redoubled zeal and in larger numbers;
and such of the members as have it in their power to impart in-
struction to their fellow-members, by occationally reading sci-
entific papers, or portions of scientific or literary works, or by

A2



4

delivering Lectures on some branch of useful knowledge, will, it
is hoped, kindly undertake this important and not very arduous labour.

Several of my present audidnce are young; yet probably the
youngest of them have lived long enough to perceive the justness
of the common proverb, "Many men, many minds." No project was
ever formed, however wisely, that met with universal approbation;
no scheme was ever devised, however useful and benevolent its
design, that has not been vehemently opposed; no institution hasever yet been established, necessary as may have been the purposes
to which it was applied, and judicious as may have been the means
employed to effect them, that has not been censured by some, as
needless, foolish, or dangerous. We cannot therefore be surprised,
if the novel projects of imparting to the working classes of society,instruction in various branches of scckince, hitherto considered as
accessible to the members of the learned professions, or to men
of leisure or of wealth only--should be viewed by many with jealousy
and fear: that prejudice and misapprehension should endeavour to
thwart the labours of the friends and patrons of Mechanics' Insti-
tutes. No one indeed who has any knowledge of human nature, or
any experience of human life, will hesttate to acknowledge that
there may be some ground for fear; though not more than is afforded
by every human project. It is an indisputable truth, that no good
ever yet existed in this world wholly unmingled with evil: no plan
was ever adopted, no scheme pursued, no institution established, in
every respect unexceptionable, in no respect and in no degree
perverted by folly. Absolute wisdom and perfection belong not toanything human; and no skill or caution that men can exercise, will
be sufficient to prevent results which they are mostanxious to
avoid. We must, in all cases, balance fairly the evil and the
good; and not refuse the latter,

5

because it cannot be obtained without some portion of the former.
I am persuaded that Mechanics Institutes will outlive the prejudicesand the fears which they now excite in the minds of many wise and
benevolent, as well as of many weak and selfish persons; and that
they will be productive of such beneficial effects on th- moral
condition, and the happiness of society, that although they maynot meet with universal approbation, the number of those who will
disapprove of them and discountenance tnem, will be continually
diminishing, and at length sink into insignificance.

Among the objections which we have all of us, probably,heard
advanced, and most confidently and loudly ueeed, one is, that theextending of scientific and literary knowledge to the working
classes of the community, tends to give them notions inconsistent
with their station, to make them discontented with the lot assigned
them by Providence, and to render them unfit for those employments
in which the exigencies of society require that the majority should
continue to engage. It has been frequently said to me, "By these
Institutes you give to labouring mechanics, and others of the same
rank, such notions of their self-importance, you raise in their mindssuch aspiring thoughts, you add so much incitement to the natural
pride of the human heart, that you endanger the due balance of
society: you encourage inferiors and servants to become principalsand masters; since we cannot expect that they will long be satisfiedto be submissive and to obey, who have obtained the knowledge thatqualifies them to direct and to command:" I do not mean at this
time to enter largely into the refutation of this common objection.I mention it rather as a justification of the observations which,it is my chief design, on this occasion, to address to you. I
would, however, briefly remark, that if such be the real and in-
evitable tendency of the establishment of Mechanics" Institutes--and
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of the various measures pursued, in our times and in our country,
to diffuse scientific information amongst the working classes,
these measures, we may be assured, will not be prosperous; they
will be defeated by the Great Ruler of the world; who in his wisdom
and goodness has so disposed his rational creatures in this globe,
that a gradation of ranks, and a diversity of occupation, must for
ever exist, as essential, not only to the general welfare and com-
fort, but even to the very being of human society. If such be the
tendency of these institutions and these measures, Providence does
counteract them, by varying so wisely and so constantly in every
successflteegeneration, the natural talents of mankind, that with
all the culture that can be bestowed upon the mass of the human
race, and with all the advantages for obtaining knowledge that can
be presented to them, there will be such inequality of attainments
as shall necessarily preserve inequality of rank and services in
the social state. But, if it were not so, there would still be no
danger that the universal diffusion of science should produce the
universal disorganization of society. Valuable as knowledge must
be to every one who possesses it, it cannot either prevent or
satisfy the natural wants of man. The human frame cannot subsist
on the most abuddant supply 6f intellectual food. Life must be
supported by something of a grosser kind, to be obtained, by the
larger portion of mankind, only by the daily labour of their hands.
And He, who at first in wisdom and in kindness decreed that man
should "eat bread by the sweat of his face," will not reverse that
decree, or suffer any human institutions to annul it. So long as
the great mass of s6ciety shall be compelled to consume almost all
their working-hours in gaining the means of subsistence, there must
be subordination of ranks; insurmountable obstacles must be placed
in the way of such an acquisition of knowledge, as shall be
detrimental to the social union; and the
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general formation of habits incompatible with a state of inferiority
and dependence, rendered utterly impossible.

But whatever may be the consequences, the general diffusion
of knowledge, to a greater or less extent, cannot now be prevented.
The population of this country has become a reading population; and
it can never be reduced to its-former state of ignorance. Sunday
schools, and schools of mutual instruction, and many other power-
ful causes, which have been, during several years, in active
operation, have excited and cherished an almost universe detire
of knowledge; and it would be as easy to "clothe the heavens" in
perpetual darkness, as to extinguish or to subdue this strong desire.
Let those who are afraid of the effects, lend their wisdom to the
regulation of the causes, which they find themselves unable to
destroy or suspend. And above all, if the higher ranks feel
alarmed at the progressof knowledge in the lower, let them diligently
attend to the culture of their own minds; and relinquish, those
frivolous and degrading pursuits, which will render them more and
more the objects, not of admiration and envy, but of contempt and
ridicule, to their inferiors. They who are not under the necessity
of labouring in the field, or at the loom, or of ministering to
their own necessities by their own personal labour, will always
enjoy advantages for mental cultivation sufficient to maintain
nearly the same relative distance, in respent of intellectual en-
dowments, that has subsisted in past times between the rich and the
poor; the higher and the working classes. In all ages, natural
talent has, by its own intrinsic force, often emerged from the
deepest obscurity, and elevated many far above the rank in which
they were born; andcgood instead of evil has been the result to
society at large. And in this age, and in ages to come, natural
talent, though placed in much more favourable circumstances, and
aided by increased and increasing means of cultivation, will, in all
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probability, do but little more. Suppose ten instead of one beinduced to seek and enabled to attain stations far superior tothose, to which by the circumstances pf thcaie j.)4frth, they seemedto be destined, no harm, no derangement in sotiety will follow.Such an encrease, or even a greater, will probably be no more thanproportionate to the advancing state of society, and the ever-growing demand for energy and skill. Besides it is obvious, thatthe more generally knowledge is cultivated, the necessities ofnature still continuing, as they must continue, the same, and re-quiring for their supply the same exertion of manual labour, thedanger of which they are apprehensive, who would discourage theinstruction of the working classes, is much diminished. When thewhole mass is raised, aspiring individuals are checked. When onlya few are able to gain knoOledoe, and all others of the same rankare left in ignorance, high notions are much more likely to begenerated in the minds of the educated few, by the contrast whichthey cannot fail to draw between themselves and their neighbours,than when no such broad distinction exists. Vhen all of the samerank enjoy the same means of mental improvement, no such flatteringcontrast can be drawn; and self-conceit, vanity, and discontent,are checked if not prevented.
Although, for these and other reasons which I cannot stay newto point out, I consider the fears that are commonly expressed inrespect of the influence of Mechanics' Institutes, as groundless,I must allow there is some danger, and that not inconsiderable,that they who have not in early youth enjoyed the advantages of aliberal education, when they are placed in circumstances whichenable them to gain more knowledge than those with whom they haveassociated possess, may fancy themselves much more wise and knowingthan they really are, and be led to entertain higher notions oftheir talents and acquirements than are just or becoming. On very
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high authority, it has long ago been declared, that "knowledgepuffeth up:" and the dignity of learning is not uncommonly debased,its lustre tarnished, and its value deteriorated by pride, andarrogance and superciliousness, amongst those, whose infancy wasnourished on the lap of science, and who have passed all theirdays in her sacred and most favoured seats I hope then, thatthey whom I now address, will not be offended, or consider meas presumptuous, if I endeavour to put them upon their guardagainst a danger to which they are peculiarly exposed; and topreserve them from an evfl that will 'prove as unfavourable totheir own character, as to the reputation of the Institute towhich they belong. And I know not how I can more successfullyendeavour to obtain this very desirable end, than by placingbefore you as comprehensive a view as I am able, and as our timewill allow, of the subjects of human knowledge, from which youwill be able to judge how very little of all that is to be known,can be known even by persons of the greatest leisure, of the mostsplendid talents, and of the most persevering industry; and con-sequently, how very limited and imperfect must be the attainmentsof those who can devote only a small portion of their time andattention to intellectual pursuits.
The peasant boy, whose feet have never strayed beyond hisnative village, views with admiration the structure, humble as itmay be, that is consecrated to the service of religion; and hasnonidea of a mansion more spacious, or of an equipage more splendidthan those of the village squire. The brook that murmurs by hislowly cotta§e is to him a mighty stream; the village-green on whichhe pursues his yodthful sports, is, in hi!: imagination, a wide,extensive plain; and the mound on which he gambols, is, in hiseyes, a lofty mountain. His first visit to the next market-towncorrects his views, and enlarges his conceptions. Carry him tothe county-town; show him the



10 1024
metropelis; place him in a cathedral; let him see the halls of
nobles, and the palaces of kings, and all his delusions vanish,
and he returns home prepared to form a just estimate of the objects
of his youthful wonder, and astonished that he ever thought of
them otherwise than they now appear te him.

So it happens in the intellectual world. The man who by the
diligent employment of the little leisure he can redeem from
bodily toil, and by the steady use of such means as may come
within his reach, attains to some good degree of acqu&intance
with any branch of science, or to some superficial knowledge of
several branches, is too apt to imagine that his acquirements
are exceedingly great; and comparing himself with those with
whom he usually associates, he grows proud of the eminence to
whiCh, by his own steady exertions, he has raised himself in the
midst of them. He regards his achievements as something wonderful;
and because he converses with those only who are more ignorant
than himself, he can scarcely conceive that there are any more
wise, or more knowing than he. So extensive does his sum of
knowledge appear to him, that he flatters himself he can have
little more to gain.

It was on the observation of this too natural and common
propensity, it is probable, that the Poet grounded his maxim,*

"A little learning is a dangerous thine;"
and the advice which he adds, in the words that follow,

"Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian sprin_.:
There shallow draughts intoxicate the brain,
And drinking largely sobers us again."

Although I cannot altogether approve of this advice, being per-
suaded that even a very little knowledge is better than utter
ignorance; yet I am equally convinced that shallow draughts of
knowledge too frequently occa-

*Pope's Essay on Criticism, 1. 215.
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sion mental intoxication, and that a little learning is too com-
monly attended with self-conceit. More copious draughts are un-
doubtedly th4 best means either of preventing such mental intoxica-
tion, or of restoring the mind to a sober state; but where these
cannot be enjoyed, the mere consideration of the depth and copious-
ness of the spring, may produce very beneficial effects. When any
man feels proud of his knowledge, it is evident, that whatever may
be his attainments, he knows not what knowledge means; and that in
one branch of it, perhaps the most important of all, the knowledge
of self, he is lamentably deficient. The remaining lines of the
passage I have just cited, from the Essay on Criticism, may be fitly
applied to the case of those who are in danger of thinking too highly
of themselves, on account of some slight attainments in knowledge.

"Fir'd at first sight of what the Muse imparts,
In fearless youth, we tempt the heights of arts;
While from the bounded level of our minds
Short views we take, nor see the lengths behind;
But more advanced, behold, with strange surprize,
New distant scenes of endless science rise.

So pleas'd at first the towering alps we try,
Mount o'er the vales, and seem totread the sky;
Th' eternal snows appear already past,
And the first clouds and mountains seem the last:
But, those attained, we tremble to survey
The growing labours of the lengthened way;
The increasing prospect tires our wandering eyes,
Hills peep o'er hil/s, and alps on alps arise."

My object, at this time, is to assitt you, my friends, in con-
templating the widely-spread hills, and the towering alps of knowl-
edge, and to set before you the distant scenes of science, that,
contrasting these with the lowly vales and the bounded level of

. _ . - LI- ....
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several branches, is too apt to imagine that his acquirements
are exceedingly great; and comparing himself with those with
whom he usually associates, he grows proud of the eminence to
whith, by his own steady exertions, he has raised himself in the
midst of them. He regards his achievements as something wonderful;
and because he converses with those only who are more ignorant
than himself, he can scarcely conceive that there are any more
wise, or more knowing than he. So extensive does his sum of
knowledge appear to him, that he flatters himself he can have
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"A little learning is a dangerouc thing;"
and the advice which he adds, in the words that follow,

"Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring:
There shallow draughts intoxicate the brain,
And drinking largely sobers us again."

Although I cannot altogether approve of this advice, being per-
suaded that even a very little knowledge is better than utter
ignorance; yet I am equally convinced that shallow draughts of
knowledge too frequently occa-

*Pope's Essay on Criticism, 1. 215.
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sion mental intoxication, and that a little learning is too com-
monly attended with self-conceit. More copious draughts are un-
doubtedly thn best means either of preventing such mental intoxica-
tion, or of restoring the mind to a sober state; but where these
cannot be enjoyed, the mere consideration of the depth and copious-
ness of the spring, may produce very beneficial effects. When any
man feels proud of his knowledge, it is evident, that whatever may
be his attainments, he knows not what knowledge means; and that in
one branch of it, perhaps the most important of all, the knowledge
of self, he is lamentably deficient. The remaining lines of the
passage I have just cited, from the Essay on Criticism, may be fitly
applied to the case of those who are in danger of thinking too highly
of themselves, on account of some slight attainments in knowledge.

"Fir'd at first sight of what the Muse imparts,
In fearless youth, we tempt the heights of arts;
While from the bounded level of our minds
Short views we take, nor see the lengths behind;
But more advanced, behold, with strange surprize,
New distant scenes of endless science rise.

So pleas'd at first the towering alps we try,
Mount o'er the vales, and seem totread the sky;
Th' eternal snows appear already past,
And the first ci.ouds and mountains seem the last:
But, those attained, we tremble to survey
The growing labours of the lengthened way;
The increasing prospect tires our wandering eyes,
Hills peep o'er hills, and alps on alps arise."

My object, at this time, is to assist you, my friends, in con-
templating the widely-spread hills, and the towerina alps of knowl-
edge, and to set before you the distant scenes of science, that,
contrasting these with the lowly vales and the bounded level of
your attainments, yowtmay be induced to form and cherish that
modest, sober, humble opinion of your talents apd acquisitions,
which., as it becomes even the wisest arm the most learned, so

_has ever formed a bright and distinguishing featurebi---
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the character of all who have truly deserved those honourable
appellations.

The subjects of human knowledge are THE CREATOR and HIS WORKS.
I. And what, my friends, is comprehended in the knowledge

of THE CREATOR? Much more than any human mind can grasp. It was
long ago asked by one who had evidently paid no-little attention
to the important subject, "Canst thou, by searching, find out God?
Canst thou find out the Almighty to perfection?" And since the
days of Zophar no one has had the presumption to stand forward
and to avow, that in this vast and arduous enquiry, he had been
successful. Yet who can be uninterested in this great subject?
Who does not feel that his happiness is deeply concerned in his
obtaining some knowledge of the existence, the perfections, the
natural and moral government of Him who made and who rules him?
Who is not bound to learn what He requires from his creatures; and
what He encourages them in return to expect? And whence is the
knowledge cif the Almighty Creator and Ruler of man, to be obtained,
but from his works, his ways, and kis word? Supposing that we have
ability and leisure to apply to these sources; to ask of every
part of creation, of every act of Providence, of every page of
revelation, what it teaches concerning God, (a supposition,
however, which cannot for a moment be entertained,) yet much more
would remain to be sought after, add to be known. For how could
we be sure that we had heard and interpreted the answers of these
oracles aright? that we had perceived and solved every difficulty
and every objection that stood in the way of the conclusions to
which we have advanced? Can we, or ought we, to be satisfied with
these conclusions, before we have examined those which have been
drawn in the same process of enquiry, by others, and well weighed
the difftculties which may have occurred to
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them? But what life is long enough for such an investigation?
What mind is equal to such labour? Time would fail me if I were
to attempt, even in the most cursory manner, to describe the sub-
jects comprised in the department of know)edge of which I am
speaking. The knowledge of the Great Creator is religious knowledge:
and when I remind you that this comprehends an intimate acquaintance
not only with Natural, but with Revealed Religion; that it is the
knowledge of God; of our duty in all the various relations we sustain,
and in all the circumstances in which we can be placed; and of our
expectations; of the evidence of the divine origin of Judaism and
of Christianity, of the objections of scepticism or infidelity, and
of the arguments by which these objections may be repelled; of what
has, in different ages, and by different sects, been believed as
religious doctrine, and of what we are warranted by the sacred
oracles, to believe, I shall have suggested enough to convince you
that this subject is as extensive as it is important, and that the
proficiency, even of the most studious and the most wise, in this
first branch of human knowledge, must necessarily be very limited
and imperfect.--In all ages there have been many who either "by
wisdom" or folly "knew not God"; who have "worshipped and served
the creature rather than the Creator" and dishonoured Him, and
debased themselves by their idolatries. The mythologies of Greece
and Rome, of Egypt and of Hindostan: of the eastern and the
western worlds; with all the various rites and ceremonies, by which
learned priests and untutored savages have sought to propitiate
their numerous deities, are matters of knowledge, unimportant in-
deed in comparison with many other things, yet not destitute of
interest or utility. Many more particulars might be mentioned as
comprehended in religious knowledge; but I feel that I am
treading upon tender ground, and having said enough
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to answer the purpose I have in view, I pass on tb the next
division of my subject.

II. Turning from the Creator to his works, what an immense
field of enquiry opens before us! boundless in its extent, and in
every part crowded with objects to engage the attention, to excite
the curiosity, and to exercise the powers of the human mind.

1. Let us look first to the starry heavens. "The brilliant
objects which there meet our wondering eye, are too distant" you
will say, " too inaccessible to be known by man." Their distance
is indeed almost inconceivably great. The nearest of them, accord-
ing to the most accurate calculations, is above 80,000 times further
from our earth, than our earth is from the sun, that iS, about
80,000 times ninety-five millions of miles; and such is the distance
of others, that their light, travelling at the rate of 200,000 miles
in a second of time, has been 300,000 years in reaching the earth.
Of each individual star, therefore, we can know little more than
that it is a ldminous body, shining with unborrowed light, and placed
in a certain situation relative to other similar bodies. But these
very distant stars, distinguished by the name of fixed stars, have
been objects of attentive observation to philosophers of all ages;
and, in modern times, by means of telescopes, many curious and
wonderful phenomena respecting them, have beendiscovered. The de-
tail of these phenomena, and all the speculations and theories to
which they have given birth, are thingsto be known, and in a very
high degree interesting. But to become acquainted with the results
of the observations and the labours of Halley and Maskelyne, of
Bode and La Lande, of Bradley, and of Herschell, of Brinkley and
of Pond, to say nothing of those of a multitude of other celebrated
astronomers, both ancient and modern, whose works are in our hands,
would require not only long and
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persevering study, but no mean proficiency in several of the highest
branches of science.

2. Among those luminaries of the heavens which shine by their
own unborrowed light, there is one much nearer tO us, and apparently,
but perhaps not really-i much larger than the rest. This is our
Sun, around which twenty-nine bodies, consisting of primary planets
and satellites, or moons, all illuminated by it, are unceasingly,
and with various degrees of velocity, revolving. These form what
we call our solar system, and the phenomena which these bodies,
singly or collectively considered, display, are very interesting
subjects of knowledge. In this system the Sun alone is fixed; since
besides a revolution on its own axis, it is thought to have a motion
round the centre of gravity of the solar system, and a progressive
motion in absolute space. The secondary planets or moons move
round the primary planets, and all these, in certain periods of
time, move round the Sun. The form and extent of the orbit in whibh
each of these bodies revolves, and the time occupied in the revolu-
tion, are with the greatest certainty ascertained: the distance
of each from the common centre, the Sun; and the position of each
in reference to thecSun and to any other of the heavenly bodies,
whether fixed or wandering, at any given moment, can be precisely
and unerringly determined: the magnitude and the density of each,
with a great variety of other curious particulars respecting them,
have been discovered by astronomers, and may be easily, and are
very generally known. With the mere facts of astronomy, it is not
a matter of much difficulty, to become familiarly acquainted. Any
one may learn to say that the orbits in which the planets move,
are elliptical; that the planets move through equal areas in equal
times; that the mean distance of the nearest planet, Mercury, from
the Sun, is thirty-two millions of miles, while that

,e



of the Herschel, the most remote, is eighteen hundred milhions
of miles; that the one revolves round the Sun in about 88 of
our days; and the other in nearly the same number of our years*:
that Mercury moves in its orbit at the rate of 110,000 miles in
an hour, or 30 miles in a second; while the Herschel moves only
four miles in a second. Any one may be able to say, that the
Sun has 329,630 times the quantity of matter which our globe
has; and Saturn 93 1/2 times; and that the quantity of lead
which on our earth weighs exectly one pound, would at the Sun
weigh 221bs. 15 oz. 16dwts. 8 3/4 grs.; and at Saturn, 1 lb.
3 oz. 8 dwts. 20 1/11 grains.** But the knowledge of astronomy,
or of our solar system, consists not in a mere acquaintance with
such truths as discovered by others, but with the facts and prin-
ciples on which tnese truths depend. It is not by looking at
the heavenly bodies, even with the aid of the most powerful
telescopes, that we canlearn these truths. We may receive them
with perfect confidence, from patient and scientific observers,
and with this second-nand kncwledge, the generality of men must
be content; but he only can 1 said properly to know them, who
has formed an accurate acquaintance with the laws of matter and
of motion; and with all those abstract sciences which are
essentially necessary to enable the astronomer to calculate
with such unerring certainty, the movements of bodies so vast
and so distant.

3. Bringing down our thoughts from the heavens above us,
and confining them to the globe which the Creator has appointed
to be our dwelling-place, how numerous are the subjects of knowl-
edge that present themselves to us!

Our attention is first of all naturally directed to the
atmosphere, by which our globe is every where sur-

*83 1/2 years. **See Discourse on the Objects, &c. of
Science, p. 47.
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rounded, abounding with many sttiking phenomena; the region of
clnuds and rain, of mist and dew, of snow and hail, of lightning
and thunder, of winds and tempests. Is the height of this atmos-
phere limited? How is that limit to be ascertained?-1!as it any
weight? How is that to be found? What is its amount? Is it in
all places, in all circumstances, and at all times the same? If
it varies, what are the causes--and what the effects of the va;Aation?
What resistance does it offer to bodies moving through it? How is
that resistance to be calculated? And what influence does it pro-
duce on the path described ,by such bodies. What is the substance
of this subtile, yet powerful fluid? If compound, of iqhat is it
composed? Whence does it derive the power it evidently possesses
of supporting life and flame? How is the waste of that power
perpetually renewed? How are we to account for the numerous
changes which bodies exposed to its influence, undergo? What
are the laws which light and sound observe in their transmission
through the atmosphere? Curious and wonderful effects, varying
according to seasons, and times, and place, are continually exhibited
in the atmosphere, what are the causcs of these, and how do they
operate?--Such enquiries as these, az,d they might be greatly in-
creased, naturally suggest themselvec, to a contemplative 'land
searching mind; but the answers must be the result of long personal
observation, of an extensive acquaintance with the observations
and experiments of scientific observers in different peCrods and
in different regions of the globe, of an accurate knowledge of
Electricity, Magnetism, Galvinism, and other branches of Natural
Philosophy.

Turn we next to the Earth itself: concerning which it is
natural to ask, What is its magnitude? What is its form? What is
the extent of the orbit which it annually describes round the sun?
In what position, and with
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what velocity does it move in that orbit, and what are the conse-quences of its form and its position? And how are these things tobe ascertained? These and similar questions are answered minutelyand confidently by astronomers, but how are we to be assured thatthey are answered correctly? Such assurance cannot be obtainedwithout extensive scientific knowledge. What is the nature of theinternal structdre of the earth? Far below the sufface our know-ledge cannot extend; yet even on its surface, and in the triflingexcavations we are able to make, we find enough to astonish andperplex us. Wn observe a succession of strata, occupying, all overthe globe ..ame, or very nearly the same relative position,each distinguieired by A peculiar mineralogical eharacter, or bypeculiar remains of animals or vegetables. Whence this stratifica-tion, in general so orderly; and whence the irregularities thatoccasionally occur? The examination of that little portion of thesubstance of our globe to which we can gAin access; the collectionof the results of such an examination by others; the deducing ofprinciples, oe which we may safely judge of the original formationof the earth, and of the changes which it has successively under-gone; in other words, the study of Geology, is of itself a workto which the powers of man, and the limits of his little life arescarcely equal.--But the unorganized substances which we find onor below the surface of the earth, claim to be examined in a dif-ferent manner, and for somewhat different purposes. We cannotgive to these substances even a slight degree of attention, butwe must perceive that they are exceedingly various in their ap-pearance, in their forms, and in many other circumstances. To whatare these differences owing? Can all these multitudinous bodiesbe brought within any orderly arrangement, so that each may takeits proper place, and be known by its appropriate name? Can allthe different substances which
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enter into their composition be detected and separated? Can anysatisfactory account be given of their formation, of their differenthardness, shape, lustre, or taste? He who undertakes to solvesuch enquiries, that is, who pursues the study of Mineralogy, needseek for no other occupation of his talents and his time, if hewould gain any sound and extensive knowledge of this interestingscience. To know what others have discovered, what theories theyhave formed, what classification they have adopted, requires notrifling labour; and by actual observations and analyeis to verifyor to disprove their conclusions, and to gain for ourselves theknowledge that shall be satisfactory to an inquiring and independentmind, will render necessary long continued and indefatigableexertion
The extended surface of the earth presents another interestingsubject of human knowledge. But what time and labour, and howlarge an acquaintance with mathematical science wuuld be required,in order to gain a completeknowledge of the earth's surface, willbe readily understood by any one who will attempt to represent anyportion of it on a tablet; in other words, to be a Geographer, andconstruct a map. To assign to the land and water their properplaces, and their just measurements; in the ocean to fix rightly,end in their due proportion the islands with which it is studded;on the land to range in right order the various chains of mountains,and to ascertain their heights; to trace out the course of almostinnumerable rivers, with all their tributary streams; accurately todefine the limits of different nations; and to mark the precisespot Welch every cite', town, or village, in every district occupies,will be found a task not of easy accomplishment; if indeed it canbe, at present, accomplished at all. The real figure and size evenof this our native island, have not, till very recently, beenexactly ascertained: and the actual situation and relative distanceof the most remarkable natural objects,
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and of its cities; the heights of its mountains and its hills, the
course of its rivers, and other circumstances belonging to the
geography of England, have been determined only by means of long
continued scientific observations and measurements, carried on by
learned and experienced mathematicians. How many observations are
to be made, how many voyages and travels of discovery are to be
performed, how many scientific operations are to be effected, before
a correct picture of the earth can be drawn, before the latitude and
longitude of every place on the surface of the globe can be known;
before ell the mountains can be measured, and every lake, sea, and
ocean sounded; before all the phenomena-of currents and of tides
can be learned; before a correct picture of the earth's surface can
be drawn; that is, before a perfect knowledge of geography can be
obtained. And let me further observe, that supposing we did know
most accurately the measure of every continent and island, of every
ocean and sea, every lake and bay; the soundings of every part of
the mighty deep, the height of every mountain, and the latitude
and longitude of every spot, with every other fact relating to the
surface of the earth, we could not yet be said to know geography,
unless we also understood the principles by which all these facts
are ascertained.

Look we next to the vegetable covering of the earth. How
numerous are the varied tribes of trees, and shrubs, and plants,
that are spread over its surface! What are neir distinctive
characters? What affinity do they bear to each other? What are
their names? What is the nature of their structure and the final
cause of its peculiarities in different plants? Wherein consists
their life? What is the arrangement, what is the office of the
different vessels which even the most minute and the simplest
contain? Of what elements are they composed? To what purposes
useful to man or beast may they be
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applied? Whence do they derive their taste, their fragrance, or
their colouring? How are they nourished? To what diseases are
they liable? What purposes do they answer in the general economy
of nature?--How extensive the k 'Arledge that is necessary to the
solution of these and many other questions of a similar kind which
might be proposed! How numerous the experiments, how minute and
perseverino the observation require for the explanation of many
curious and interesting phenomena, exhibited in the vegetable
world! The extent of this world indeed is not yet fully discovered;
many regions of our globe have hitherto been either not all or only
partially explored by the botanist; the depths of the ocean have
not been searched; and without doubt, a large addition is yet to
be made to the 60,000 species of plants now known to exist. If
any one were to pursue the science of Botany alone, he would find
in that pursuit enough to employ all his time and thoughts.

But the surface of the earth is not only adorned with a great
variety of vegetables, it is the abode of myriads of living creatures,
each fulfilling his part in the great family of nature, and re-
joicing in existence. But who will enumerate the trfbes that move
on the face of the earth, that exist beneath it, that people the
air, or fill the mighty deep and its tributary waters? Who will
arrange the countless animals comprising the larger divisions of
quadrupeds, birds, fishes, reptiles, insects; -all them all by
their names; tell us where they live, and how eey live; describe
to us their infinitely varied structure, and show us how wisely in
every instance it is adapted to their eituation and wants; and make
us acquaintedewith their habits and manners? Who will detect and
describe those animalculae, those minute livirg creatures, which
elude the most piercing una:sisted eye of man, which swarm in
every drop of almost every liOuid; who will rehearse to us the
wonders of their little frame, and explain to us
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their office in the economy of animated nature? In almost every
age and in every region in which knowledge has been valued and
cultivated, there have been minds of no ordinary powers sedulouslyoccupied in the investigation of the interesting subjects to whichthe questions I have now proposed relate; and very large and 2

valuable are the stores of information on these subjects that have
been thus collected; but equal, if not yet greater treasures remain
to be amassed, to reward the patient industry of future labourers
in this pleasing part of the field of science, and to add to the
stock of human knowledge. More than 12,000 species of living
creatures are furnished by our own island alone, to the student
of Natural History; how immense, how inconceivably great the number
of those that people the earth, in all its varied regions! How
comparatively little can be knowr of all this living world, by the
most laborious, skilful, and persevering enquirer!

Lastly, let us glance, for we can do no more, at the numerous
and important subjects of knowlAge connected with the nat4re and
circumstances of MAN; to whom it is given to walk erect amidst these
works of the Creator, and to exercise dominion over them. Thishighly favoured creature appears eminently distinguiShed by being
composed of two parts, body and mind. The bodily part of man is a
collection of wonders; not altogether peculiar to the human frame.
The general structure of the body, its bones, its muscles, its
nerves, its vessels, with all the purposes they respectively serve,
and the manner in which they ..mplish them; the mechanical con-trivances which appear in eve.. .imb, in every joint, and in the
viscera; the means adopted to maintain the good order of the wholeand of every part; the occasional derangement of the curious,
complicated system, the causes which produce it, and the methods by
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which it may be remedied and order restored, are matters in which
we are all deeply interested, but which require many continued
observations, many well conducted experiments, and no little ac-
quaintance with various branches of science. To obtain the know-
ledge of these things, and to apply that knowledge to the benefitof their fellowmen, many devote a very considerable portion of
their lives; and after all, are obliged to confes: that there is
much yet to be learned. The sciences of Anatomy, PhysioL iy, andMediclne, are not yet perfect.

But the intellectual part of our f'rame, as it is of far higher
importance than the corporeal--so it ptesents more and more interest-
ing, and more difficult subjects of knowledge. What constitutes
mind, and how it is united with the body, are pOints on which menhave in all ages busied themselves, but hitherto to little purpose;the theories which have been formed on these curious subjects, andthe arguments by which they have been either refuted or maintained,
form no unimportaut part of imowledge. We know nothing more
certainly than that we have a mind. To that mind various powersbelong, and so wonderful are these powers in their operation, sowholly dependent upon them s the business and the comfort of life,
that they naturally and necessarily become objects of deep interest
and minute in?,..stigation to man himself. But how much may fairly
be saio to be compr4sed in the knowledge of the human mind! Whatpatient and accurate observation does it require to collect all thephenomena of sensation, reflection, association, imagination,
the memory, the will, the motions the passions, the affections!
What skill, what v.,m, what tind re necessary to arrange thesephenomena, and to auce from 7. the laws to which all the'
operations of the mind, alf Lhe affections of the heart aresubject! And thence age-h., as a most im-
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portant part of the knowledge of the human mind, to devise rules
for the conduct of the understanding, and the government of life!
Supposing the knowledge of whatever is comprehended in mental
philosophy, to be obtained; supposing that we have fully learnedhow the bodily senses convey ideas to the mind, by what meansthe mind is enabled to retain, to arrange, and to combine them,and to renew them at pleasure; supposing that we can satisfactorilyexplain all the phenomena of the intellectual and moral faculties,many very important subjects of knowledge, which owe their existence
to the exercise of the various mental powers, would next claim ourattention: the science of pure mathematics, for instance, that is,the science of number and of figure, which, "haVing nothing to dowith matter, nor depending at all upon matter," is at once thecreation of the human mind, and a magnificent exhibition of itsastonishing energies. As resulting from the exercise of the sameenergies, and the application of pure mathematics to matter, thevarious branches of mixed mathematics may here be mentioned assubjects of human knowledge; such as mechanics, hydrostatics,
hydraulics, acoustics, optics, astronomy, and some others. Torender yet more complete our acquaintance with the results of the
operations of the powers of the human mind, we ought further toknow what the,panticular faculty of imagination has produced. F,twhat does this imply? No less than an acquaintance with the worksof poetry and fiction belonging to every civilized nation of theworld; and also with the productions of the sister arts of sculpture,painting, and music. What individual can gain access to all theworks which the human imagination has conceived and executed? Theyare scattered over a large portion of the globe: the works ofpoetry and fiction are composed in a great variety of languages, andare too rumercus to be brought together; far too numerous

25

to be even superficially known; by the most industrious reader.Many of them it is true, are not worth knowing; but of those whichare, the number is by no means small.
There are many other things to be known respecting Man; mo nindeed than I can now enumerate. Men are endowed not Only ith thepower of thinking, but with the faculty of speech, by Inc ns of whichthey can communicate their thoughts to each other. But the termsin which they clothe their ideas are exceedingly various; or iforiginally the same, so changed by various circumstances, that itis in numberless instances impossible or very difficult to discoverthe common origin. Even in our own little island, by what variousnames in different places, are the same things called. The languageof a Welchman is Unintelligible to an Englishman, while an English-man wo,:ld speak in an unknown tongue to a Scottish highlander. Ex-tendirg our views, we perceive that there are nearly as many dif-

ferent languages, as there are nations and tribes on the face of
the globe; and also, that many languages once spoken, are spokenno longer. The iiethods by which men impart their thoughts to others,
furnish a very curious and important subject of knowledge: butwhere is the man whose memory could retain a hundredth part of thelanguages now spoken, even if he could form vocabularies of them
all? Add tohAese ,:he works 4hich have come down to us in languages
which have long ceased to be spoken; and this sinole branch of
knowledge, language, will readily be seen to surpa7s the talents
and the industry of the most highly gifted mortal. Sounds may bemade manifest tothe eye as well as to the ear; and have in almostall ages, and by all peoples, been in some manner or other writtendown. But how great the variety of characters invented by humaningenuity! Who is there that can, in a long life, make himself
master of them all?--Man was evidently formed for
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society, and in societies he has always lived. But the socialstate necessarily implies an establishment of some form of govern-ment; the enactment of some code of laws; and the practice of somesystem of jurisprudence. These have varied in different nations--and in the same nation in different ages, but in all their variedforms and characters, are interesting subjects of knowledge. Butwhat a depth of research, and what an extent of reading woulti itrequire, to gain an accurate acquaintance with the constitution of
every state that exists, or has existed on the face of the earth?--
The individual and the general wants of men united in society, haveled to the discovery and the cultivation of various arts, to variousmanufactures, and to the application of science in numberless ways,to human convenience and comfort. Hence has arisen the science
of architecture; hence, mining, and the working of metals, both forutility and ornament; hence bleaching, dyeing, spinning, weaving, andthe invention of complicated and powerful machinery; hence thebuilding of vessels, and commerce; hence an endless variety ofoperations, the principles, the process, and the results, of which,are curious and important subjects of knowledge. There is scarcelyone article of daily use produced by the ingenuity of man, but itmay suggest a thousand enquiries, which it would require a largeextent of knowledge to answer. Take any thing that has passedthrough the hands of the manufacturer or the artist, and trace allthe processes it has undergone, and all the combinations into whichit has entered, since it existed only in the raw materials, and youwill find that in order to understand them all, you must be well
acquainted with many branches of Mechanical and Natural Philosophy.--
Again, the existence of man upon this globe, can be traced backthrough nearly six thousand years. And during a considerable
portion of that long period, monuments have been erected, or recordshave been kept,

27

to preserve the memory of the most important changes that have takenplace in society; and of the transactions in which different tribesand nations have been engaged. We have the means of tracing thehistory of all the civilized portions of the human race, througha long succession of ages. But what individual could :ully availhimself of these means; and derive from the genuine original sources,his knowledge of all past events, in every region of the world?Consider for a moment what is comprehended in a knowledge of thohistory of our owr country, or even of the county or ..he
which we reside, and then judge of the time and study that would berequired in order to gain an acquaintance with the whole course ofevents, in every nation on the face of the earth. A very super-ficial knowledge of universal hittory is all that the most laboriousstudent can obtain. It is not in the power of any individual to
search for himself the original records of all past time; to tracethe causes, the progress, and the consequences, of all the revolu-tions in the state of society that have taken place, or to retainin his memory more than an inconsiderable portion of the trans-actions which make up the history of the world.--It should also beobserved, that history cannot be read with profit, without a previousknowledge of the science of chronology, which is itself dependentupon astronomy: nor without some good degree of acquaintance withthe kinds and the Value of money in different ages and nationc; andwith the principle; of political economy.--In the study of modernhistory, it is necessary to pay particular attention to ecclesiasti-cal history also; since the affairs of the church and the state havebeen, almost ever since the introduction of Christianity so intimate-ly united, that no person can gain a complete knowledge of either,without attending to both. But ecclesiastical history is so ex-tensive, and so complicated, that it would of itself afford matterfor investigation, sufficient to occupy the life of
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any individual.--Nations have differed as widely in habits, manners,and customs, as they have in situation, and in forms of government;and no one can properly attend to the history of mankind, withoutgaining an accurate acquaintance with these.----Lastly, althoughin the history of every nation, we meet with particular and prettyfull accounts of many indivlduals, who have been distinguished asrulers, statesmen, or warriors, yet multitudes of others, eminentfor virtue- and talents--for their love of learning and sciencefor. their zeal to promote.the arts of peace, and the best interestsof mankind, are barely, if at all, noticed by the general historian,and owe their deathless fame to the pen of the biographer. Andeminently pleasing and instructive it is thus to study humancharacter; many and imporiant are the lessons of wisdom whichbiography inculcated; but it would be little less than the businessof a whole life, to learn all that deserves to be known of thosewho have lived before us.
Thus, my Friends, I have attempted to set before you in oneview, the principal subjects of knowledge. I have executed mydesign, I am fully sensible, very imperfectly; owing partly to thegreat extent of matter it embraced, and the extreme difficulty ofbringing such matter withi. a narrow compass; and partly andchiefly to my own want of in,ermation and of ability, suitable tothe execution of such a design: for you must be aware, that itrequires no common share of knowledge, fully to describe all thatis to be known. Yet, I trust, I have not failed to produce theend at which I aimed. It must surely be impossible for any oneto contemplate even this very defective sketch of the subjects ofhuman knowledge, without feeling how small, how almost imperceptiblea portion of the field of knowledge, the most judicious, the mostlaborious and persevering, the most richly talented can investigate;and consequently without feeling deeply humbled by
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contrasting what he may have obtained, with what,-if he had suf-ficient powers, and a sufficient length of time allotted to him, hemight acquire. Employ all your leisure moments, my fPiends, ascarefully as you can; apply all your faculties with the greatestdiligence you can use, and with all the success that can beimagined, still, you must be convinced that the proficiency inknowledge, which in your circumstances you can make, must be verylimited. And under this just conviction, surely you cannot allowyourselves to be proud or vain of what you may possess. If I pro-duce or strengthen this conviction by what I have now said; if Ihappily check any tendency to self-conceit in the mind of any mem-ber of thisinstitution, I shall not have addresced you in vain.Some may perhaps feel disheartened at the view which I have openedbefore them, but they may be assured that there is no cause fordespair. The portion of knowledge, whae" the most studious canobtain, may be comparatively small, but,by persevering diligence,we may all of us learn enough to gratify every reasonable desire,to provide largely for our individual enjoyment, and to qualifyus for usefulness in eur respective stations.--Although I havedrawn so largely upon your patience, I must beg you to allow me,before I conclude, to add one or two reflections necessarilyarising out of the preceding remarks.
1. If the subjects of knowledge be so numerous and intereetina,who would lead an idle life? He who endowed us with the intellectualfaculties which, in a v'eater or less degree of perfeCcion, we allpessess, and placed us in a world abounding with objects to attractactention, and excite enquiry, certainly did not intend these highfaculties to be in ally case dormant Pnd unimproved. He who madeevery man capable of knowledge, designed, undoubtedly, that know-ledge should be acquired by every man, accordina to his capacityand station in life. They who have to depend upon their



bodily labour, for the subsistence of themselves and their families,must make it the first business of their lives to provide for theirdaily wants; but this business needs not to occupy every moment oftheir time, nor can it. In a life of the severest bodily labour,there are "fragments of time," which ought to be carefully "gatheredup, so that none be lost": and these fragments diligently employed,will enable the most industrious tradesman or mechanic to acquirea rich store of useful information. The hours that realain when thework of the day is oyer, if redeemed from listlessness, frivolity,or intemperance, will furnish the artisan and the labourer opportuni-ties of cultivating the powers of their mind to a very considerableextent, and of obtaining a perpetual source of satisfaction anddelight, such as no gratification of the bodily senses can impart.And this diligent improvement of their leisure hours, T would recom-mend, es conducive not only to real enjoyment, but to self-interest.A man who is solicitous to gain information, certainly has a muchbetter chance nf thrivine in the world, than he who is contentedto remain in ignorance; whether we consider the advantage he mustfind in superior knowledge, or in the habit of regularity, fixedattention, and perseverance, which the cultivation of his mindgenerates and confirms.
As the subjects of knowledge are so numerous, and the attain-ement of any thing like perfection in any single hranch of sciencerequires so much time and attention, it will certainly be wise andnecessary to select from these subjects, for your most earnest andpersevering pursuit uch as your situation and enoeger,entspoint out to you as st useful, most intimately connected wit:1 yourrespective occupations, most suitable to the peculiar powere andhabits of your Mind, or mottllikely to promote your resecctabilityand happiness. A little reflection, and a little self-knowledge,aided by the advice of those who
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are wiser and more experienced than ourselves, will enable any oneof us readily to determine which of all the objects thet crowd thewide field of science, prefers the strongest elaim5 to our attention,and will certainly and most largely reward our industry. That someselection must be made is evider+. Theaactive duties of life leaveeven to those who are least exte engaged in them, compara-tively little leisure for contemplation: le calls which societyand eheir family urge upon their attentive Ind heir time, keepwithin comparatively narrow limits the acquisitions of the moststudious: and they who are unavoidably compelled to pass thegreater part of every day in the operations of manual labour, evenin the course of the longest and the best-spent life, and wito themost regular and economical use of their time, will fine: that withmany subjects of sdience, they can form only a very slight andsuperficial acquaintance, and that toemanv they must be for everand entirely strangers, It becomes every one, therefore, and espe-cially those who have but a few hours out of theibureand-twenty attheir command, to make a prudent choice amongst the numeroes subjectsof knowledge, and to devote to these, if not their wholeyet theirchie and most persevering attention. My advice to you, my friends,is, 'Do not attempt too mueh Seek for information of subjects mostintimately connected with your daily business: Let this informationbe asbextensivei:shd isaperfect as possible; and labour to acquiresuch additional knowledge, as your talents and your opportunitiesmay bring within youe reach,' again,
2. If the subjects of knowledge be so aumerous, and theacquisition of knowledge so important, who would lead a viciouslife? Vice is extremely unfavourable to the investigation of anykind of trute. To the pursuit of religious and moral truth, it isan insuperable bar and it greatly impedes, if it does not altogetherarrest those
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_ eea.aveo oy it, in their pursuit of truth of a scientific
or literary character. If not in t%e simplest cases, yet certainlyin all that are complicated, it is only by attentive observation,patient thinking; and cool discrimination, that we can be lead toconceive justly, or to decide aright. But the capacity for these
can hardly subsist with vicious habits. Besides, no-one can fail
to have observed, that vice tends to weaken and destroy the powers
of the mind, to render men incapable of serious attention, as wellas averse from it, and to reduce the finest original talents to a
level with mere animal instincts. Nor is there a greater consumer
of time than vice. Its almost constant effect is to shorten the
natural term of human existence, and the little portion of life it
may spare, it renders;almost totally unproductive of any benefit,either to the individual or to society. If it ever unfortunatelyhappens,that a man devoted to the pursuit of science, is a lover
of vicious sensual pleasure, his attainments and his enjoyment, we
may confidently rely upon it, are far less than they would have been
had he also devoted himself to virtue: but if any one who has only
affew hours or moments of leisure to employ in scientific pursiits,
suffer passion to usurp the just autherity of reason and of virtue
in his breast, no attainments in knowledge can be made by him; in
little more than in form will he excel the beast of the field. And
if sucn be the natural

consequence of vice, what an enemy is it toself-enjoyment, as well as
self-improvement! Speaking of thepleasures of science, that zealous and enlightened advocate for theuniversal diffusion of knowledge, whose professional engagements

alone prevent him from being present witheus on this occasion,strikingly observes, "let any man pass an evening in listless idle-
ness, or even in reading some silly tale, andcompare the state of
his mind when he goes to sleep or gets up next morning, with its
state some other day when he has passed a fewehours in33

going through the proofs, by fdcts and reasoning, of some of thegreat doctrines in Natural Science, learning truths wholly new to
him, and satisfying himself by careful examination of the groundson which known truths rest, so as to be not only acquainted with
the doctrines themselves, but able to show why he believes theM,
and to prove before others, that they are true, he will find as
great a difference a% can exist in tilt same being; the difference
of lookine back upon time unprofitably wasted, and time spent inself-improvement; he will, himself, in one case, be listless anddissatisfied, in the other, comfortable and happy; in the one case,
if he do not appear to himself humbled, at least he will not haveearned any claim to his own respect; in the other case, he willenjoy a proud

consciousness of ha 'g, by his own exertions, become
a wiser, and therefore more exaltee

creature."*--If such be thedifferent feelings arising
frommflections on an evening occupied

by scientific pursuits, and on one spent in mere listlessness of
in idle reading, what must be the feelings of that man, whoseevenings are, with llatle

interrnption, devoted to dissipation,
in the haunts of intemperance and profligacy!And what a senious loss do they incur, who disqualify them-
selves by vicious indulgencies, for the contemplations of science.
For to use the concluding

words of the admirable treatise from which
I have just borrowed, and with which words I alao will conclude,
"We are raised by those contemplations to an understanding of theinfinite wisdom and goodness which the Creator has displayed in
all his works. Not a step can we take in any direction withoutperceiving the most extraordinary traces of design; and the skill
every where conspicuous is calculated in so vast a proportion of
instances to promote the happiness of living creatures, andespecially of ourselves,

*See Objeet, &c. &c. of Science, p. 46.
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that we can feel no hesitation in concluding, that if we knew thewhole scheme of Providence, every part would be in harmony with aplan of absolute benevolence. Independently, however, of this mosconsoling inference, the delight is inexpressible of being able tofollow, as it were, with our eyes, the marvellous works of theGreat Architect of Nature, to trace the unbounded power and exquis'skill which are exhibited in the most minute, as well as the mightfparts of his system. The pleasure derived from this study isunceasing, and so various, that it never tire:- the appetite. Butit is unlike the low gratifications of senseein another respect: ielevates and refines our nature, while those hurt the health, debasthe understanding, and corrupt the feelings; it teaches us to lookupon all earthly objects asiinsignificant, and below our notice,except the pursuit of knowledge and the cultivation of virtuethatis to say, the strict performance of our duty in every relation ofsociety; and it gives a dignity and importance to the enjoyment oflife, which the frivolous and the grovOling cannot even comprehend'Let us, then, conclude, that the pleasures of Science gohand in hand with the solid benefits derived from it; that theytend, unlike other gratifications, not only to make our -,:ves moreagreeable, but better; and that a rat!onal being is bound by everymotive of interest and of duty, to direct hi mind ::towards pursuit!which are found to be the sure path of virtue as well as ofhappiness.'
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Observations on the Growth of the Tand
Sampson Reed
1826
Cummjngs, Hilliard and Company: Boston

"Thc science of the mind itself will be the effect cf its own development.This is merely an attendant consciousness, which the mind possecsus of tl,egrowth of its own powers; and therefore it would seem, need not be nadea distinct object of study. Thus the power of reason ray be imperceptib1L*developed by the study of the dcmonstartive sciences. As it is developedthe Jupil becomes conscious of its existence and its use. This is enotigh.He can in fact learn nothing more on the subject. If he learns to usehis reason what more is desired?"

"There is the_ -nother power which is necessary to the orderly develomentof the mind; the power of the Word of God. This indeed has been implied inall the preceeding renarks."

Links aspects of curriculum to the design of providence; discusses the inter-relationship of knowledp9.

1. Discusses various aspects of tlurriculum and linlfs them to the "desighof Providence."

2. Defines subject matter and highlights the interrelationships of knowledge.
3. A short section on instructional method, and often implying this in cur-riculum discussion.
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OBSERVATIONS

on the

GROWTH OF THE MIND.

BY SAMPSON REED.

So build up the Being that we are;
Thus deeply drinking-in the Soul of Things
We shall be wise perforce; and while inspired
By choice, and conscious that the will is free,
Unswerving shall we move, as if impell'd
By strict necessity, along the path
Of order and of good. WORDSWORTH.

BOSTON:

Cummings, Hilliard and Company.
True and Greene, Printers,.

1826.
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OBSERWITIONS

ON THE

GROWTH OF THE MIND.

NOTHING is a more common subject of remark than the changedcondition of the world. There is a more extensive intercourseof thought, and a more powerful action of mind upon mind thanformerly. The good and the wise of all nations are broughtnearer together, and begin to exert a power, which though yetfeeble as infancy, is felt thrcughout the globe. PUblic opinion,that helm which directs the progress of events by which the worldis guided to its ultimate destination, has received a new direction.The mind has attained an upward and onward look, and is shaking offthe errours and prejudices of the past. The gothic structure ofthe feudal ages, the ornament of the desert, has ,been exposed tothe light of heaven; and continues to be gazed at for its ugliness,as it ceases to be admired for its antiquity. The world is derivingvigour, not from that which is gone by, but from that which iscoming; not from the unhealthy moisture of the evening, but fromthetnamiaess influences of the morning. The loud call on thepast to insttuct us, as it falls on the rock of ages, comes backin echo from the future. Both mankind, and the laws and principlesby which they are governed, seem about to be redeemed from slavery.The moral and intellectual character of man has undergone, and isundergoing a change; and as this is effected it must change theaspect of all things, as when the pesition-point is altered fromwhich a landscape is viewed. We appear
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to be approaching an age which will be the silent pause ofmerely physical force before the powers of the mind; thetimid, subdued, awed condition of the brute, gazing on theerect and godlike form of man.
These remarks with respect to the present era are be-lieved to be just, when it is viewed on the bright side. Theyare nOt made by one tvho is insensible to its evils. Least ofall are they intended to countenance that feeling of self-admiration, which carries with it the seeds of premature diseaseanddeformity; for to be proud of the truth is to cease to possessit. Since the fall of man, nothing has been more difficult forhim than to know his real condition, since every departure fromdivine order is attended with a loss of the knowledge of whatit is. When, our first parents left the garden of Eden; theytook with them no means by which_they might measure the depthsof degradation to which they fell; no chart by which they mightdetermine their moral longitude. Most of our knowledge impliesrelation and comparison. It is not difficult for one age, orone individual, to be compared with another; but this determinesonly their relative condition. The actual condltion of man, canbe seen only from the relation in which he stands to his im-mutable creator; and this relation is discovered from the lightof revelation, so far as by conforming tbethe precepts ofrevelation, it is permitted to exist according to the laws ofdivine order. It is not sufficient that the letter of the Bibleis in the world. This may be, and still mankind continue inignorance of themselves. It must be obeyed from the heart tothe hand. The book must he eat, and constitute the living flesh.When only the relative condition of the world is regarded, weare apt to exult over other ages and other men, as if we our-selves were a different order of beings, till at length we areenveloped in the very mtgts ftomeithtch we are proud of beingcleared. But when the relative state of the world is justlyviewed from the real state of the individual, the scene islighted from the point of the beholder with ,';he chaste lightof humility which never deceives; it is not forgotten that theway lies forward; the cries of exultation cease to be heard inthe march, Of progression, and the mind, in whatever it learnsof the past and the present, finds food for improvement, andnot for vain-glory.
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As all the changes which are taking place in the worldoriginate in the mind', it might be naturally expected that no-thing would change more than the mind itself, and whateveris connected with a description of it. While men have beenspeculating concerning their own powers, the sure but secretitifluence of revelation has been gradually changing themoral and intellectual character of thl world, and the groundon which they were standing has passed From under them, al-most while their words were in their mouths. The powers ofthe mind are most intimately connected with the subjects bywhich they are occupied. We cannot think of the will with-out feeling, of the understanding without thought, or of theimagination without something like poetry. The mind isvisible when it is active; and as the subjects on which it isengaged are changed, the powers themselves present a differentaspect. New classifications arise, and new names are given.What Was considered simple is thought to consist of distinctparts, till at length the philosopher hardly knows whetherthe African be of the same or a different species; and thoughthe soul is thought to continue after death, angels areuniversally considered a distinct class of intellectual beings.Thus it is that there is nothing fixed in the philosophy ofthe mind; it is said to be a science which is not demonstrative;and tkough now thought to be brought to a state of greatperfection, another century under the providence of God, andnothing will be found in the structure which has cost somuch labour, but the voice "he is not here, but is risen."Is then every thing that relates to the immortal part ofman fleeting and evanescent, while the laws of physical na-ture remain unaltered? Do things become changeable as weapproach the immutable and the eternal? Far otherwise. Thelaws of the mind are in themselves as fixed and perfect asthe laws of matter; but they are laws from which we havewandered. There is a philosophy of the mind, founded noton the aspect it presents in any part or in any period of theworld, but on its immutable relations to its first cause; aphilosophy equally applicable to man, before or after hehaspassed the valley of the shadow of death; not dependent ontime or place, but immortal as its subject. The light ofthis philosophy has begun to beam faintly on the world,and mankind will yet see their own moral and in-

1040



6

tellectual nature by the kight of revelation, as it shines
through the moral and intellectual character it shall have it-
self created. It may be remarked also that the changes in
the sciences and the arts are entirely the effect of revela-
tion. To revelation;it is to be ascribed, that the genius
which h.s taught the laws of the heavenly bodies and ana-
lyzed the material world, did not spend itself in drawing the
bow or in throwing the lance, in the chase or in war; and
that the vast powers of Handel did not burst forth in the
wild notes of the war-song. It is the tendency of revelation
to give a right direction to every power of every mind; and
when this is effected, inventions and discoveries will fol-
low of course, all things assume a different aspect, and
the world itself again become a paradise.

It is the object of the following pages not to be influenced
by views of a temporal or local nature, but to look at the
mind as far as possible in its essential revealed character,
and beginning with its powers of acquiring and retaining
truth, to trace summarily that deVelopment which is required,
in order to render it truly useful and happy. It is believed
Lhat they will not be found at variance with the state of the
public mind on the subject of education, whether of the
child or the man.

It was said, the powers of acquiring and retaining truth,
because truth is not retained without some continued exer-
tion of the same powers by which it is acquired. There is
the most intimate connexion of the memory with the affec-
tions. This connexion is obvious from many familiar ex-
pressions; such as remember me to any one, by which is
signified a desire to be borne in his or her affections--do not
forget me, by which is meant do not cease to 1)ve me--get
by heart, which means commit to memory. It is also ob-
vious from observation of our own minds; from the constant
recurrence of those subjects which we most love, and the
extreme difficulty of detaching our own minds or the minds
of others from a favourite pursuit. It is obvious from the
power of attention on which the memory prinripally de-
pends, which if the subject have a place in -lur affections re-
quires no effort; if it have not, the effor :onsists principally
in giving it a real or an artificial hold o )ur feelings, as it
is possible if we do not love a subject, tr ctend to it because
it may add to our fame or our wealth. It i obvious from the

1041



839B

7

never fading freshness retained by the scenes of childhood,

when the feelings are strong and vivid, through the later pe-

riods of life. As the old man looks back on the road of his

pilgrimage, many years of active life lie unseln in the val-

ley, as his eye rests on the rising ground of his younger

days; presenting a beautiful illustration of the manner in

which the human mind when revelation shall have accom-

plished its work, shall no longer regard the scene of sin and

misery behind, but having completed the circle, shall rest as

next to the present moment on the golden age, the infancy of

the world. The connexion of the memory with the affec-

tions is also obvious from the association of ideas; since the

train of thoughts suggested by any scene or event in any in-

dividual, depends on his own peculiar and prevailing feel-

ings; as whatever enters into the animal system whenever it

may G:'Ise, seems first to be recognized as a part of the man,

when it has found its way to the heart, and received from

that its impulse. It is but a few years, (how strange to tell,)

since man discovered that the blood circulated through the

human body. We have perhaps, hardly learned the true
nature of that intellectual circulation, which gives life and

health to the human mind. The affections are to the soul,

what the heart is to the body. They send forth their trea-

sures with a vigour not less powerful, though n)t material,

throughout the intellectual man, strengthening and n6urih-

ing; and again receive those treasures to themselves', en-

larged by the effect of their own operation.
Memory is the effect of learning, through whatever ave-

nue it may have entered the mind. It is said the effect; be-

cause the man who has read a volume and can perhaps tell

you nothing of its contents, but simply express his own

views on the same subject with more clearness and preci-

sion, may as truly be said to have remembered, as he that

can repeat the(very words. In the one case, the powers of

the mind have received a new tone; in the other, they are

encumbered with a useless burthen--in the one, they-are
made stronger; in the other they are more oppressed with

weight--in the one, the food is absorbed and becomes a part

of the man; in the other it lies on the stomach in a state

of crude indigestion.
There is no power more various in different individuals,

than the memory. This may be ascribed to two reasons.
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First, this partakes of every power of the mind, since every
mental exertion is a sUbject of memory, and may therefore be
said to indicate all the difference that actually exists.
Secondly, this power varies in its character as it has more
or less to do with time. Simple divine truth has nothing to
do with time. It is the same yesterday, to-day, and to
morrow. The memory of this /s simply the development of the
mind. But we are so surrounded by facts of a local and
temporal nature; the place where, and the time when, make
so great a part of what is presented to our consideration;
that the attribute is mistaken for the subject, and this
power sometimes appears to have exclusive reference to
time, though strictly speaking it has no relation to it.
There is a power of growth in the spiritual man, and if in
his progress we be able to mark as in the,grain of the oak
the number of the years, this is only a circumstance; and
all that is gained would be as real if no such lines existed.
Th2 mind ought not to be limited by the short period of its
own duration in the body, with a beginning and end comprising
a few years; it should be poised on its own immortality, and
what is learned, should be learned with a view to that real
adaptation of knowledge to the mind which results from the
harmony of creation, and whenever or wherever we exist, it:.
will be useful to us. The memory has in reality, nothing to
do with time, any more than the eye has with space. As the
latter learns by experience to measure the distance of objects,
so the consciousness of the present existence of states of mind,
is referred to particular periods of the past. But when the
soul has entered on its eternal state, there is reason to
believe that the past and the future will be swallowed up in
the preF:ent; that memory and anticipation will be lost in
consci4usness; that every thing of the past will be compre-
hended in the present, without any reference to time, and
every thing of the future will exist in the divine effort of
progression.

What is time? There is perhaps no question that would
suggest such a variety of answers. It is represented to us
from our infancy as producing such important changes,
both in destroying some, and in healing the wouhds it has
inflicted (;r1 others, that people generally imagine, if not an
actual person, it is at least a real existence. We begin
14ith time in the primer, and end with reasoning about the
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foreknowledge of God. What is time? The difficulty of
answering the question, (and there are few questions more
difficult,) arises principally from our haVing ascribed so
many important effects to that which has no real existence.
It is true that all things in the natural world are subject
to change. But however these changes may be connected in
our minds with time, it requires but a moment's reflection
to see thattime has no agency in them. They are the effects
of chemical, or more propeMy perhaps, of natural decompo-
sitions and reorganizations. Time, or rather our idea of it,
so far from having produced any thing, is itself the effect of
changes. There are certain operations in nature, which de-
pending on fixed laws, are in themselves perfectly regular;
if all things were equally so, the question how long? mignt
never be asked. We should nev,7r speak of a late season,
or of premature old age; but evry thing passing on in an
invariable order, all the idea of time that would remain with
respect to any object, would be a sort in instinctive sense of
its condition, its progress or decay. But most of the phe-
nomena in the natural world are exceedingly irregular; for
though the same combination of causes would invariably/
produce the same effect, the same combination very rarely
occurs. Hence in almost every change, and we are con-
'Versant with nothing but changes, we are assisted in ascer-
taining its nature and extent, by referring it to something
in itself perfectly regular. We find this regularity in the
apparent motions of the sun and moon. It is difficult to
tell how much our idea of time is the effect of artificial
means of eeping it, and what would be our feelings on the
subject, if left to the simple operations of nature--but they
would probably be little else than a reference of all natural
phenomena to that on which they principally depend, the relative
situation of the sun and earth; and the idea of an actual
succession of moments, would be in a measure resolved into
that of cause and effect.

Eternity is to the mind what time is to nature. We at-
tain a perception of it, by regarding all the operations in
the world within us, as they exist in relation to their first
cause; for in doing this, they are seen to partake somewhat
of the nature of that Being on whom they depend. We make
no approaches to a conception of it, by heaping day upon
day or year upon year. This is merely an accumu-

2
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lation of time; and we might as wel/ attempt to convey an;
idea of mental greatness by that of actual space, as to com-
municate a conception of eternity by years cr thousands of
years. Mind and matter are not more distinct from each
other than their properties; and by an attempt to embrace
all time we are actually farther from an approach to eternity
than when we confine ourselves to a single instant--because
we merely collect the largest possible amount of natural
changes, whereas that which is eternal approaches that
which is immutable. This resembles the attempt to ascend
t, hcaven by means of the tower of Babel, in which they
re removed by their pride from that which they would

have approached, precisely in proportion to their apparent
progress. It is impossible to conceive of either time or
space without matter. The reason is, they are the effect
of matter; and as it is by creating matter that they are
produced, so it is by thinking of it that they are conceived
of. It need not be said how exceedingly improper it is to
apply the usual ideas of time and space to the Divine Being;
making him subject to that which he creates.

Still our conceptions of time, of hours, days or years, are
among the most vivid we possess, and we neither wish nor find
it easy to call them in question. We are satisfied with the
fact, that time is indicated on the face of the watch; with-
out seeking for it among the wheels and machinery. But what
is the idea of a year? Every natural change that comes
under our observation, leaves a corresponding impression on
the mind; and the sum of the changes which come under a
single revolution of the earth round the sun, conveys the
impression of a year. Accordingly, we find that our idea
of a year is continually changing, as the mind becomes
conversant with different objects, and is susceptible of
different impressions; andthe days of the old man as they
draw near their close, seem to gather rapidity from their
approach to the other world. We have all experienced the
effect of pleasure and pain in accelerating and retarding
the passing moments; and since our feelings are constantly
changing, we have no reason to doubt, that they constantly
produce a similar effect, though it may not be often noticed.
The divisions of time then, however real they may seem to
be, and however well they may serve the common purposes
of conversation, cannot be supposed to convey the same im-
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pression to any two minds, nor to any one mind in different
periods of its existence. Indeed, unless this were the fact,
all artificial modes of keeping it, would be unnecessary.
Time then, is nothing real so far as it exists in our own
minds.

Nor do we find a nearer approach to reality, by dny ana-
lysis of nature. Every thing as was said, is subject to
change, and one change prepares the way for another; by
which there is growth and decay. There are also motions
of bodies both in nature and art, which in their operation
observe fixed laws; and here we end. The more we enter
into an analysis of things, the farther are we from finding
any thing that answers to the distinctness and reality which
are usually attached to a conception of time; and there is
reason to believe that when this distinctness and reality are
most deeply rooted, (whatever may be the theory) they are
uniformly attended with a practical belief of the actual mo-
tion of the sun, and are indeed the effect of it. Let us then
continue to talk of time, as we talk of the'rising and setting
of the sun, but let us think rather of those change!: in their
origin and effect, from which a sense of time is produced.
This will carry us one degree nearer the actual condition of
things; it will admit us one step further into the temple of
creationnollongettautemple created six thousand years
ago, and deserted by him who formed it; but a temple with
the hand of the builder resting upon it, perpetually renew-
ing, perpetually creating--and as we bow oursleves to wor-
ship the "I am," "Him who liveth forever and ever, who
created heaven and the things that are therein, and the earth
and the things that are therein, and the sea and the things
that are therein," we may hear in accents of divine love the
voice that proclaims "that there shall be time no longer."

It is not the living productions of nature, by which the
strongest impression of time is produced. The oak over
which may have passed a hundred years, seems to drive from
our minds the impression of time, by the same power by which
it supports its5.own life, and resists every tendency to
decay. It is that which is decayed, though it may have been
the offspring of an hour--it is the ruined castle mouldering
into dust, still more, if the contrast be strengthened by
its being covered with the living productions of natureit is
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the half consumed remains of some animal, once strong and
vigordus, the discoveries of the undertaker, or the filthy relics
of the catacomb, by which thetstrongest impression of time-is
conveyed,. So it is with the possessions of the mind. It is
that which is not used, which seems farthest in the memory,
and which is held by the most doubtful tenure; that which
is suffered to waste and decay because it wants the life of
our own affections; that which we are about to lose because
it does not properly belong to us--whereas that truth, which
is applied to the use and service of mankind, acquires a
higher polish the more it is thus employed, like the angels
of heaven, who forever approximate to a state of perfect
youth, beauty and innocence. It is not a useless task then,
to remove from our minds the usual ideas of time, and culti-
vate a memory of things. It is to leave the mind in the
healthy, vigorous and active possession of all its attain-
ments, and exercise of all its powersit is to remove from
it, that only which contains the seeds of decay and putre-
faction; to separate the living from the dead; to take from
it the veil by which it would avoid the direct presence of
Jehovah, and preserve its own possessions without using them.

Truth, all tiluth is practical. It is impossible from its
nature and origin, that it should be otherwise. Whether its ef-
fect be directly to change the conduct, or it simply leave an
impression on the heart, it is in the strictest sense practical.
It should rather be ou,r desire to use what we learn, than to
remember it. If we desire to use,it, we shall remember it
of course; if we wish merely to remember, it is possible we
may never use it. It is the tendency,of all truth to effect
some object. If we look at this object, it will form a dis-
tinct and permanent image on the mind; it we look merely
at the truth it will vanish away, like rays of light falling
into Vacancy.

Keeping in view what has been said on the subject of
time then, the mind is presented to us, as not merely active
in the acquirement of truth, but active in its possessiOn. The
memory is the fire of the vestal virgins, sending forth per-
petual light; not the grave, which preserves simply because
annihilation is impossible. The reservoir of knowledge
should be seated in the affections, sending forth its influence
throughout the mind and terminating in word and deed, if I
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may be allowed the expression, merely because its channels
and outlets are situated below the watermark. There pre-
vails a most erroneous sentiment, that the mind is originally
vacant, and requires only to be filled up; and there is rea-
son to believe, that this opinion is most intimately connected
with false conceptions of time. The mind is originally a
most delicate germ, whose husk is the body; planted in this
world, that the light and heat of heaven may falluupon it with
a gentle radiance, and call forth its energies. The process
of learning is not by synthesis, Or analysis. It is the most
perfect illustration of both. As subjects are presented to the
operation of the mind, they are decomposed and reorganik.ed
in a manner peculiar to itself, and not easily explained.

Another object of the preceding, remarks upon time, is
that we filay beliMpressed with the immediate presence and
agency of God, without which a correct understanding of
mind or matter can never be attained; that we may be able
to read on every powerr;of the mind, and on every particle
of matter the language of our Lord, "My Father worketh
hitherto, and I work." We usually put the Divine Being to
an immense distance, by supposing that the world was cre-
ated many years ago, and subjected to certain laws, by
which it has since been governed. We find ourselves capa-
ble of constructing machines, which move on without our as-
sistance, and imagine that the world was constructed in the
same way. We forget that the motions of our machines depend
on the uniform operation of what we call the laws of nature;
and that there can be nothing beyond, on which these depend,
unless it be the agency of that Being from whom they exist.
The pendulum of the clock continues to move from the uniform
operation of gravitation. It is no explanation, to say that
it is a law of our machinery that the pendulum should move.
We simply place things LI a situation to be acted upon by an
all-pervading power--but what all-pervading powe'T is there
by which gravitation is itself produced, unless it be the
power of God?

The tend )dies to the earth, is something with
which from o 1, d we have been so familiar; some-
thing which %it. regarded so much as '-ause, since in
a certain sense it is the cause of all the motions with which
we are acquainted; that it is not agreeable to our habits of
thinking, to look at it as an effect. Even the motions of
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the heavenly bodies seem completely accounted for, by sim-
ply extending to these phenomena the feelings with which
we have been accustomed to regard the tendency of bodies
to the earth; whereas if the two things were communicated
at the same period of life, they would appear equally, won-
derful. An event appears to be explained, when it is brought
within the plea of those youthful feelings and associations,
which in their simplicity do not ask the reason of things.
There is formed in the mind of the child, from his mostyfa-
miliar observations, however imperfect they may be, as it
were a little nucleus, which serves as the basis of his future
progress. This usually comprises a large proportion of those
natural appearances, which the.philosopher in later periods
of life, finds it most difficult to explain. The child grows
up in his Father's house, and collects ard arranges the most
familiar operations and events. Into this collection, he af-
terwards receives whatever history or science may communicate,
and still feels at home; a feeling with which wonder is never
associated.

This is not altogether as is should be. It is natural
for the mature mind to ask the cause of things. It is unsatisfied
when it does nottfind one, and can hardly exclude the thought
of that Being, from whom all things exist. When therefore
we have gone beyond the circle of youthful knowledge, and
found a phenomenon in nature, which in its insulated state
fills us with the admiration of God; let us beware how we
quench this feeling. Let us rather transfer something of
this admiration to those phenomena of the same class, xhich
have not hitherto directed our minds beyond the fact of
their actual existence. As the mind extends the boundaries
of its knowledge, let a holy reference to God descend into
its youthful treasures. That light which in the distance
seemed to be a mirraculous blaze, as it falls on our own
native hills may still seem divine, but will not surprise
us; and a sense of the constant presence of God will b hap-
pily blended with the most perfect freedom.

Till the time of Newton, the motion of the heavenly
bodies was in the strictest sense a miracle. It was an
event which stood alone, and was probably regarded with
peculiar ref rence to the Divine Being. The feeling of
worship with which they had previously been regarded, had
subsided into a feeling of minder; till at length they were
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received into the family of our most familiar associations.
There is one step futther. It is to regard gravitation wher-
ever it may be found, as an effect of the constant agency of
the Divine Being, and from a consciousness of his presence
and co-operation in every step we take, literally 'to walk
humbly with our God." -It is agreeable to the laws of moral
and intellectual progression, thatall phenomena, whether
of matter or mind, should become gradually classified; till
at length all things, wherever they are found; all events,
whether of history or experience, of mind or matter; shall
at once conspire to form one stupendous miracle, and cease
to be such. They will form a miradle, in that they are
seen to depend constantly and equally on the power of the
Lord; and they will cease to be a miracle, in that the power
which pervades them, is so constan, so uniform and so mild
in its operation, that it produces nothing of fear, nothing
of surprise. From whatever point we contemplate the scene,
we feel that we are still in our Father's house; go where
we will, the paternal roof, the broad canopy of heaven is
extended over us.

It is agreeable to our nature, that the mind should be
particularly determined to one object. The eye appears to
be the point, at which the united rays of the suniwithin
and the sun without, converge to an expression of unity; and
accordingly the understanding can be conscious of but one
idea or image at a time. Still there is another and a dif-
ferent kind of consciousness which pervades the mind, which
is coextensive with every thing it actually possesses.
There is but one object in nature on which the eye looks di-
rectly, but the whole body isrervaded with nerves which
convey perpetual information of the existence and condition
of every part. So it is with the possessiOns of the mind;
and when an object ceases to be remembered. The memory
therefore, as was said, is not a dormant, but an active pow-
er. It is rather the possession than the retention of truth.
It is a consciousness of the will; a consciousness of char-
acter; a consciousness which is produced by the minds pre-
serving in effort, whatever it actually possesses. It is
the power which the mind has of preserving truth, without
actually making it the subject of thought; bearing a relr
tion to thought, analagous to what this bears to
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perception of the senses, or to language. Thus we remember
a distant object without actually thinking of it, in the sarne
way that we think of it, without actually seeing it.

The memory is not limited, because to the affections view-
ed simply as such, number is not applicable. They become
distinct and are classified, when connected with truths, or from
being developed are applied to their proper objects. Love
may be increased, but not multiplied. A man may feel in-
tensely, and the quantity and quality of his feeling may affect
the,character of his thought, but still it preserves its unity.
The most ardent love is not attended with more than one idea,
but on the contrary has a tendency to confine the mind to a
single object. Every one must have remarked, that a peculiar
state of feeling belongs to every exercise of the understanding;
unless somewhat of this feeling remained after the thought
had passed away, there would be nothing whereby the,latter
could be recalled. The impression thus left exists con-
tinually in the mind; though as different objects engage the
attention, it may become less vivid. These impressions go
to comprise the character of an individual; especially when
they have acquired a reality and fixedness, in consequence
of the feelings in which they originated, having resulted in
the actions to which they tend. They enter into every
subject about which we are thinking, and the particular
modification they receive from that sbbject gives them the
appearance of individuality; while they leave on the sub-
ject itself, the image of that character which they constitute.
When a man has become acquainted with any science, that
state of theaffections which properly belongs to this science,
(whatever direction his mind may take afterwards) still
maintains a certain influence; and this influence is the cre-
ative power by which his knowledge cr. the subject is re-
produced. Such impressions are to the mind, what loga-
rithms are in numbers; preserving oJr knowledge in its
fulness indeed, but before it has e-landed into an infinite
variety of thoughts. Brown remarks "we will the exist-
ence cf certain ideas, it is said, acd they arise in conse-
quence of our volition; though assuredly to will any idea
is to know that we will, and therefore to be conscious of
that very idea, which we surely need not desire to know, when
we already know it so well as to will its actual existence."
The author does not discriminate between 1orol-

1051



844B

17

ing at an object and thence desiring it, and simply that con-
dition of feeling between which and certain thoughts there
is an established relation, so that theiformer cannot exist to
any considerable degree without producing the latter. Of
this exertion of the will, every one must have been consciou3
in his efforts of recollection. Of this exertion of the will
the priest must be conscious, when (if he be sincere) by
the simple prostration of his heart before his maker, his
mind is crowded with the thoughts and language of prayer.
Of this exertion of the will, the poet must be conscious,
when he makes bare his bosom for the reception of nature,
and presents her breathing with his own life andsoul. But
it is needless to illustrate that of which every one must be
sensible.

It follows from these views of the subject, that the true
way to store the memory is to deYelop the affections. The
mind must grow, not from external accretion, but from an
internal principle. Much may be done by others in aid of
its development; but in all that is done, it should not be
forgotten, that even from its earliest infancy, it possesses a
character and a principle of freedom, which should be re_
spected, and cannot be destroyed. Its peculiar propensi-
ties may be discerned, and proper nutriment and culture
supplied--but the infant plant, not less than the aged tree,
must be permitted, with its own organs of absorption, to
separate that which is,peculiarly-adapted to itself; other-
wise it will be cast off as a foreign substance, or produce
nothing but rottenness and deformity.

The science of the mind itself Will be the effect of its
own development. This is merely an attendant conscious-
ness, which the mind possesses of the growth of its own
powers; and therefore it would seem, need not be made a
distinct object of study. Thus the power of reason may be
imperceptibly developed by the study of thle,demonstrattle
sciences. As it is developed, the pupil becomes conscious
of its existence and its use. This is enough. He can in
fact learn nothing more on the subject. If he learns to use
his reason what more is desired? Surely it were useless,
and worse than useless, to shut up the door of the senses,
and live in indolent and laborious contemplation of one's
own powers; when if any thing is learned truly, it must be
what these powers are, and therefore that they ought not to

3
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be thus employed. The best affections we possess will
find their home in the objects around us, and, as it were,
enter into and animate the whole rational, animal and vege-
table world. If the eye were turned inward to a direct
contemplation of these affections, it would find them bereft
of k,11 their loveliness; forI when they are active, it is not
of them we are thinking, but of the objects on which they
rest. The science of the-mind then, will be the effect of
all the other sciences. Can the child grow up in active
usefulness, and not be conscious of the possession and use
of his own limbs? The body and the mind should grow to-
gether, and form the sound and perfect man, whose under-
standing may be almost measured by his stature. The mind
will see itself in what it loves and is able to accomplish.
Its own works will be its mirror; C i when it is present in
the natural world, feeling the same pirit which gives life
to every object by which it is surrounded, in its very union
with nature it *111 catch a glimpse of itself, like .that of
prIstine beauty united With innocence, at her own native
fountain.

What then is that development which the nature of the
human mind requires? What is that education which has
heaven for its object, andsuch a heaven as will be the effect
of the orderly growth of the spiritual man?

As all minds possess that in common which makes them
human, they require to a certain extent the same general
development, by Which will be brought to view the same
powers however distinct and varied they may be found in
different indivdduals; and as 'every mind possesses something
peculiar, to which it owes its character and its effect, it re-
quires a particular development by which may be produced a
full,sincere and humble expression of its natural features,
and the most vigorous and efficient exertion of its natural
powers. These make one, so far as regards the indiiiidual.

Those sciences which exist embodied in the natural world,
appear to have been designed to occupy the first place in the
development of all minds, or in that which might be called
the general development of themmind. These comprise the
laws of the animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms. The
human mind, being as it were planted in nature b its heaven
ly Father, was designed to enter into matter, :11_
knowledge for its own purposes of growth and nutrit4on, This
gives us a true idea of memory, or rather of what memory
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should be. We no longer think of a truth as being laid up in
a mind for which it has no affinity, and by which it is perhaps
never to be used; buttthe latent affections as they expand un-
der proper culture, absolutely require the truth to receive
them, and its first use is the very nutriment it affords. It is
not more difficult for the tree to return to the seed from which
it sprung, than for the man who has learned thus, to cease to
remember. The natural sciences are the basis of all useful
knowlddge, alike important to man in whatever time, place
or condition he is found. They are coeval with our race,
and must continue so long as the sun, moon and stars endure.
Before there were facts for the pen of histoty to record, or
vices for the arm of law to restrain, or nations for the exhibi-
tion of institutions for the government of themselves, and in-
tercourse with each other; at the very creation, these yene
pronounced good in the general benediction--and when his-
tory shall haw finished her tale of sin and wo, and law
shall have punished her millions of offenders, and civil
society shall have assumed every possible form, they will re-
main the same as when presented,in living characters to the
first parents of the human race. Natural philosophy seems
almost essential to an enlightened independence of thought
and action. A man may lean upon others, and be so well
supported by an equal pressure in all directions, as to be ap-
parently dependent on no one; but his independence is apt to
degenerate into obstinacy, or betray itself in weakness, un-
less his mind is fixed on this unchanging basis. A knowledge
of the world may give currency to his sentiments and plausibility
to his manners; but it is more frequently a knowledge of the
world that gives light to the path and stability to the
purposes. By the one he may learn what coin is current,
by the other what possesses intrinsic value. The natural
world was precisely and perfectly adapted to invigorate and
and strengthen the intellectual and moral man. Its first
and highest use was not to support the vegetables which adorn,
or the animals whicn cover its surface; nor yet to qie
sustenance to the human body--it has r 114,tier
object, in the attainme- sich these ar .. only means. It
was intended to draw rorth and mature the latent energis
of the sou14 to impart to them its own verdure and fresh-
ness; to initiate them into its own mysteries; and by itl s.11-

lent and humble dependence on its creator, to leave on Wpm
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when it is withdrawn by death, the full impression of hislikeness.
It was thc design of Providence, that the infant mindshould possess the germ of every science. If it were not

so, they could hardly be learned. The care of God providesfor the flower of the field, a place wherein it may grow,regale with its fragrance, and delight with its beauty. Ishis providence less active over those, to Whom this floweroffers its incense? No. The soil which produces the vinein its most healthy luxuriance, is not better adapted to theend, than the world we inhabit to draw forth the latent ener-gies of the soul, and fill them with life and vigour. As wellmight the eye see without light, ur the ear hear withoutsound; as the human mind be healthy andeathIetic, withoutdescending into the natural world, and breathing the moun-tain air. Is there aught in eloquence, which warms theheart? She draws her fire from natural imagery. Is thereaught in poetry to enliven the imagination? There is thesecret of all her power. Is there aught in science to addstrength and dignity to the human mind? The natural worldis only the body, of which she is the soul. In books scienceis presented to the eye of the pupil, as it were in a driedand preserved state; the time may come when the instructerwill take him by the hand, and lead him by the runningstreams, and teach him all the principles of science as shecomes from her maker, as;he would smell the fragrance ofthe rose without gathering it.
This love of nature, this adaptation of man to the place

assigned him by his heavenly Father, this fulness of the mIndas it descends into the workd of God, issomething which hasbeen felt byyevery one, though to an imperfect degree; andtherefore needs no explanation. It is the part of science,
that this be no longer a blind affection, but that the mind'le opened to a just perception of what it is, which it loves.,he affection, which the lover first feels for his future wife,may be attended only by a general sense of her external beauty;but his mind gradually opens to a perception of the peculiar
features of the soul, of which Cle external appearance is on-ly an image. So it is with nature. Do we love to gaze onthe sun, the moon, the stars and the planets? This affectioncontains in its bosom the whole science of astronomy, as theseed contains the future tree. It is the office of the instruct-
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er, to give it an existence and a name, by making known the
laws which govern the motions of the heavenly bodies, therelation of these bodies to each other, and their usLs. Havewe felt delight in beholding the animal creation, in watchingtheir pastimes and their labours? It is the office of the in-structer to give birth to this affection, by teaching the differ-ent classes of animals with their peculiar characteristics,
which inhabit the earth, air, and sea. Have we known the
inexpressible pleasure of beholding the beauties of the vege-table world? This affection can only expand in the sci-ence of botany. Thus it is that the loveof nature in the
mass, mav become the love of all the sciences; and the mind
will grow and bring forth fruit from its own inherent powerof development. Thus it is that memory refers to the growth
and expansion of the mind; and what is thus, as it were in-corporated into its substance, can be forgotten only by a
change in the direction of the affections, or the course of con-duct of the individual analogous to that in his physical man,by which his very flesh and bones are exchanged for thoseof a different texture; nor does he then entirely cease torem&lber, inasmuch as he preserves a sense of his own identity.

It is in this way the continual dendeavour of Providence,that the natural sciences should be the spontaneous produc-tion of the human mind. To these should certainly be add-ed, poetry and music; for when we study the works of Godas we should, we cannot disregard that inherent beauty and
harmony in which these arts originate. These occasion inthe miiid its first glow of delight, like the taste of food asit is offered to the mouth; and the pleasure they affordlg,isa pledge of the strength and manhood afterwards imparted bythe sciences.

By poetry is meant all those illustrations of truth by
natural imagery, which spring from the fact that this world isthe mirror of him who made it. Strictly speaking, nothing,
has less to do with fiction, than poetry. The day will come,and it may not be far distant, when this art will have anothertest of merit than mere versification, or the invention of
strange stories; when the laws by which poetry is tested,will be as fixed and immutable as the laws of science; whena change will be introduced into taste corresponding tb thatwhich Bacon introduced into philosophy, by which both will
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be confined within the limits of things as they actually exist.It would seem that genius would be cramped; that the powersof invention would be destroyed; by confining the human mind,as it were, at home, within the bounds which nature has as-signed. But what wider scope need it have? It reaches thethrone of God; it rests onfds footstool. All things spiritualand natural are before it. There is as much that is true asfalse; and truth presented in natural imagery, is only dreSsedin the garments which God has T:ven it.
The imagination was permitted for ages to involve theworld in darkness, by putting theory in thel:place of fact;till at length the greatest man reveitTed the simplest truth,that our researches must be governed by actual observation.God is the source of all truth. Creation, (and what truthdoes not result from creation?) is the effect of the DivineLove and Wisdom. Simply to will and to think with the DivineBeing, result in creating; in actually producing those realities,which form the ground-work of the thoughts and affections cifman. But for the philosopher to detif.e a thing, and to thinkthat it existed, produced nothing but his own theory. Henceit was necessary that ho should bring his mind into coincidencewith things as they exist, or in other words with the truth.Fiction in poetry must fall with theory in science, forthey depend equally on the works of creation. The wordfiction however is not intended to be used in its most literalsense; but to embrace whatever is not in exact agreementwith the creative spirit of God. It belongs to the true poetto feel this spirit, and to be governed by it; to be raisedabove the senses; to live and breathe in the inward effortsof things; to feel the power of creation, even before he seesthe effect; to witness the innocence and smiles of nature'sinfancy, not by extending the imagination back to chaos, butby raising the soul to nature's origin. The true poeticspirit, so far from misleading any, is the strongest bulwarkagainst deception. It is the soul of science. Without it,the latter is a cheerless, heartless study, distrusting eventhe presence and power of Him to whom it owes its existence.Of all the poetry which exists, that only posse;ses the sealof immortality, which presents the image of God which isstamped on nature. Could the poetry which now prevails, beviewed from the future,
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when all partialities and antipathie.: shall have passed away,and thiogs are left to rest on their own foundations; whengood works shall have dwindled into insignificance from themass of useless matter that may have fallen from them, and
bad ones shall have ceased to allure with false beauty; wemight catch a glimpse of the rudiments of this divine art,amid the weight of extraneous matter by which it is now
protected, and which it is destined to throw off. The im-
agination will be refined into a chaste and sober view ofunveiled nature. It will be confined within the bounds ofreality. It will no longer lead the way toiinsanity and
11;adness by transcending the works of creation, and as it
were, wandering where God has no power to protectAt; but
finding a resting-place in every created object, it will
enter into it and explore its hidden treasures, the relation
in which it stands to mind, and reveal the love it bears toits Creator.

The state of poetry has always indicated the state of
science and religion. The Gods are hardly missed more,when removed from the temples of the ancients, than theyare when taken from their poetry; or than theory is when
taken from their philosophy. Fiction ceases to be pleasing
when it ceases to gain credence; and what they admired in
itself, commands much of its admiration now, as a relic of
antiquity. The painting which in a darkened room only im-
pressed us with the reality, as the sun rises upon it dis-
covers the marks of the pencil; and that shade of the mind
can never again return, which gave to ancient poetry its
vividness and its power. Of this we may be sensible, by
only considering how entirely powerless it would be, if poe-try in all respects similar were produced at the present
day. A man's religious sentiments, and his knowledge of
the sciences, are so entirely interwoven with all his associ-ations; they shed such light throughbuttevery region of themind; that nothing can please which is directly opposed to
them--and though the forms which poetry may offer, maYsometimes be presented, where this light begins to sink into
obscurity; they shotild serve, like the sky and the clouds,
as a relief to theeye, and not like some unnatural body
protruding on the horizon, disturb the quiet they are intend-ed to produce. When there shall be a religion which shall
see God in every thing, and at all times; and the natoral
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sciences not less than nature itself, shall be regarded in
connexion with Him--the fire of poetry will begin to be
kindled in its immortal part, and will burn without consu-
ming. The inspiration so often feigned, will become real;
and the mind of the poet will feel the spark which passes
from God to nature. The veil will be withdrawn, and beau-
ty and innocence displayed to theeye; for which tne las-
civiousness of the imagination and the wantonness of desire
may seek in vain.

There is a language, not of words but of things. When
this language shall have been-made apparent, that which
is human will have answered its end, and being as it were
resolved into its original elements, will lose itself in nature.
The use of language is the expression of our feelings and
desires; the maniFestation of the mind. But every thing
which is, whether animal or vegetable, is full of the expres-
sion of that use for which it is designed, as of its own exist-
ence. If we did but understand its language, what could
our words add to its meaning? It is because we are unwilling
to hear, that we find it necessary to say so much; and we
drown the voice of nature, with the discordant jargon of ten
thousand dialects. Let a man's language be confined to the
expression of that which actually belongs to his own mind;
and let him respect the smallest blade which grows and permit
it to speak for itself. Then may there be poetry which may
not be written perhaps, but which may be felt as a part of
ottr being. Every thing which surrounds usis full of the
utterance of one word, completely expressive of its nature.
This word is its name; for God, even now could we but see
it, is creating all things, and giving a name to every work
of his love, in its perfect adaptation to that for which it
it designed. But man has abused his power, and has become
insensible to the real character of the brute creation, still
more so, to that of inanimate nature, because in his selfishness,
he is disposed to reduce them to slavery. Therefore he is deaf.
We find the animal world, either in a state of savage wildness,
or enslaved submission. lt is possible that as the character
of man is changed, they may attain a midway condition equally
removed from both. As the mind of man acknowledges its
dependence on the Divine Mind, brutes may add to their
instinct submission to human reason; preservinp an
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unbroken chain from our Father in Heaven, to the most
inanimate parts of creation. Such may be supposed to
have been the condition of the animal, on which thc. King
of Zion rode into Jerusalem; at once free and subject to
the will of the rider. Every thing will seem to be conscious
of its use; and man 4i1l become conscious of the use of every
thing.

It may be peculiar, and is said with deference to the
opinions of others, but to my ear, rhymes add nothing to
poetry, but rather detract from its beauty. They possess
too strongly the marks of art, and producea sameness which
tires, and sometimes disgusts. We seek for them in vain in
nature, and may therefore reasonably presume that they
spring out of the peculiar state of the public taste, without
possessing any real foundation in the mind itself; thay they
are rather the fashion of the dress, than any essential part.
In the natural world we find nothing which answers to them,
or feels like them--but a happy assemblage of living ob-
jects springing up, not in straight lines and at a fixed dis-
tance, but in God's own order, which by its apparent want
of design, conveys the impression of perfect innocence and
humility. It is not for that which is human to be complete-
ly divested of the marks of art; but every approach towards
this end, must be an approach towards perfection. The
poet should be free and unshackled as the eagle; whose
wings, as he soars in the air, seem merely to serve the
office of a helm, while he moves on simply by the agency
of the will.

By music is meant not merely that which exists in the
rational world, whetheil in the song of angels or men; not
merely the singing of birds and the lowing of cattle, by
which the animal world express their affections and.their
wants--but that harmony which pervades also all orders of
creation; the music of the harp of universal nature, which
is touched by the rays of the sun, and whose song is the
morning, the everiling and the seasons. Music is the voice
of God, and poetry his language, both in his word and
works. The one is to the ear, whet the other is to the
eye. Every child of nature must feel their influence.
There was a time, when the: human mind was in more per-
fect harmony with the Divine Mind, than the lower orders
of creation; and the tale of the harp of Orpheus, to which

4
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the brutes, the vegetables and the rocks listened, is not alto-gether unfounded in reality--but when the selfish and worldlypassions usurped the place of love to our God and our neighbour,the mind of man began to be mute in its praise. The originalorder was reversed. The very stones cry c.t, and we do wellto listen to them.
There is a most intimate and almost inseparable connex-ion between poetry and music. This is indicated by the factthat they are always united. Nothing is sung which has notsome pretensions to poetry; and nothing has any pretensionsto poetry, in which there is not something of music. A goodear is essential to rhythm; and rhythm is essential to verse.It is the perfection of peotry, that it addresses two sensesat once, the ear and the eye; that it prepares the affectionsfor the object before it is presented; that it sends lightthrough the understanding, by forming a communication betweenthe heart of man, and the works of God. The character ofmusic must have always harmonized with that of poetry. It isessential to the former that it should be in agreement withour feelings; for it is from this circumstance, that it derivesits power. That music which is in unison with the IDlivine Mind,alone deserves the name. Sovarious is it found in the differentconditions of man, that it is hardly recognized as the samething. There is music in the war-song of the savage, and inthe sound fdr battle. Alas! how unlike that music which pro-claimed peace on earth and good will towards men. Poetry andmusic 1ike virtuous females in disguise, have followed ourrace into the darkest scenes to which the fall has brought them.We find them in the hauntsoof dissipation and Vice; in the songof revelry and lewdness. We meet them again kindling the fireof devotion at the altar of God; and find them more and moreperfect, as we approach their divine origin.
There prevail at present two kinds of music, as diverse astheir origins; profane and religious. The one is the resultof the free, unrestrained expression of natural feelings; theother, of a kind which indicate§ that these feelings are plac-ed under restraint. In the one, there is often something ofsensuality; in the other of sadness. There is a point in mo-ral improvement, in which the sensual will be subdued, andthe sorrowful disappear; which will combine the pleasure
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of the one, with the sanctity of the other. When a sense of
theopresnce of God shall be coextensive with the thoughts
of the mind, and religion shall consecrate every word and
action of our lives; the song of Zion will be no longer
sung in a strange land. The DtOine Love, the sou1.2 and es-
sence of music, will descend, not in the thunders of Sinai,
but will seem to acquire volume, as it tunes the heart in
unison with itself, and the tongue in unison with the heart.
The changes in the character of our. music, which may be the
effect of the gradual regeneration of the world, are hardly
within the reach of conjecture.

Enough has been said to illustrate generally, the influence
of the natural world in the development of the mind. The
actual condition of society operates to produce the same
effect, with hardly less power. In this, are comprrised the
religious and civil institutions of one's own country; that pe-
culiar character in which they originate; and a knowledge of
the past, as by disclosing the origina and progress of things,
it throws light on the prospect actually before us. A_ the
philosophy connected with the natural world, is that in which
the mind may take root, by which it may possess an independence
worthy a being whose eternal Aestiny is in his own hands--so
the moral and civil instituttons, the actual condition of
society, is the atmosohereEwtAch surrounds and protects it; in
which it sends forth its brauches, and bears fruit. The
spiritmal part of man is as really a substance, as the material;
and is as capable of acting moon spirit, as matter is upon
matter. It is not from words of instruction and advice, that
the mind of the infant derives its first impetus; it gathers
strength from the warmth of those affections which overshadow
it, and is nourished by a mother's love, even before it has
attainedthe power of thought. It is the natural tendency of
things, that an individual should be brought into a situation,
in whichttheeexternal condition of the place, and the circle
of society in which he is, are particularly adapted to bring
forth to view his hereditary character. The actual condition
of the human mind, is as it were the solid substance, in which
the laws or moral and intellectual philosophy and political
economy, (whatever may be their quality) exist embodied, as
the natural sciences do in the material world. A knowledge
of those laws, such as thpy exist, is the natural consequence
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of the development of the affections, by which a child is
connected with those that surround him. The connexion
of mind is not less powerful or universal than that of matter.
All minds, whatever may be their condition, are not un-
connected with God; and consequently not uhconnected
with each other. All .nations, under whatever system of
government, and in whatever state of civilizat4on, are under
the Divine Providence, surely but almost impercuptible ad-
vancing to a moral and political order, such as the world
has not yet seen. They are guided by the same hand, and
with a view to the same destiny. Much remains to be done,
and more to be suffered; but the end is certain. The
humblest individual may, nay must ai' in the accomplish-
ment of this consummation. It is not Tor time or space to
set limits to the effects of the life of a single man. Let
then the child be so initiated into a ,kmowTledge of tbe condi-
tion of mankind, that the love at first imtalgej in the circleof his father's family, shall gradually sl.lb-sidF- into a chaste
and sober love of his country; and of h'Is country, not as
opposed to other countries, but as aidimg them in the same
great object. Let the young mind be warmalj and cherished
by whatever is chaste and generous in the xind mf the pub-
lic; and be borne on to a knowledge of vur Institutions, by
the rich current of the disposition tel wires.erve them.

Thus it is that the child is no SOUMET brwught into this
world, than the actual condition both of =le world itself, and
of society, acts powerfully to draw fort5J the energies of his
mind. If mankind had retained that order in which they
were created, this influence in co-operation with the Divine,
would have been sufficient, as it wa,s designed to have been,
for all the purposes of God. Nature, the very image of
divine loveliness, and the purest affections of the heart,
which approach still nearer the same origin, acting together
on the infant mind; it would seem as if the effect would be
almost as certain, as any process of growth whilih is Oitness-
ed among the productions of the natural world. eut man is
fallenand the operation of this influence in different condi-
tions of society, may produce different results; but in none
is sufficient to capacitate him for that life of usefulness and
happiness, for which he was designed. The influence of
society cannot be sufficient, since this cannot raise a man
above its own level; and the society of earth is no longer

1063



29

the society of heaven. This influence may bring forward
all the warlike energies of the young savage, and direct
them in their utmost vigour to the destruction of his ene-
mies and of the beasts of the forest; and he may look on-
ward with rapture to the happy hunting grounds beyond the
grave. What disappointment awaits him in the other world,
all of us may easilyimagine. This influence may bring
forth and gratify the unchaste and beastly passions of the
Turk; and he may look forward, with his Koran in his
hand, to a heaven of sunsuality and crime. It need not be
said how widely different will be found the feality. Chris-
tians generally are standing in expectation of a happiness as
boundless in extent, as it is undefined in its naLwre; and
with an infinite vat,ety of passions in whose gratification
alone they have uxperienced delight, are expectin,1 a Neaven
in which simple useless enjoyment will rise like flood and
immerse the mind. The result must of necessity be as va-
rious, as the condition of the individuals by whom it is an-
ticipated. Still there is a society;.yet in its coning, unseen
though not unseeing, shrouded from the rest of the world by
the very brilliancy of its own light, which would resist the
impulse of every evil affection, and look for heaven simply
in the delight of that which is chaste, pure and holy; which
by removing that which renders duty undelightful, would
draw nigh to the only source of real enjillYment; which
would find its happiness and its God, in the very command-
ments which have been the terrour of the world; to which
the effect is no longer doubtful, since it is made acquainted
with the cause, and which as it anticipates no reward, will
meet with no disappointment. When this society shall be
fully established on the earth, the voice of the Lord will be
no longer obstructed as it descends from above the heav
%fens; --"Suffer little children to come unto me and forbid
them not, for of such is the kingdom of God."

The influence of the natural world however beneficial it
may prove, is not such as it was designed to have been.
Man has ever sought a condition in nature, which should
correspond with the state of his own mind. The savage
would pine and droop, if too suddenly removed to scenes of
civilization, like grass which had grown in rank luxuriance
under the shade of the oak, if the branches were cleft and it
was at once exposed to the power of the sun. The charac-
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ter of all the lower orders of creation has suffered a change
in consequence of that in the condition of man, the extent of
which cannot be measured. That the sun was darkened at the
crucifixion of our Lord, was no miracle. It was as much the
natural, consequence of that event, as its present lustre is
of His glory. It is not then for these the objects of nature,
to restore to us that moral order, the want of which has
wrought such changes on themselves.

There is then another power which is necessary to the or-
derly development of the mind; the power of the Word of
God. This indeed has been implied in all the preceding re-
marks. No possessions and no efforts of the Mind are un-
connected with it, whatever may be the appearance. Reve-
lation so mingles with every thing whi'ch meets us, that it is
not easy for us to measure the degree to which our condition
is affected by it. Its effects appear mir&culous at first, but
after they have become established, the mimd as in the ordi-
nary operations of nature, is apt to become unconscious of
the power by which they are produced. All growth or development
is effected from Within, outward. It is so with animals; it
Ls so with vegetables; it is so with the body; it is so with
the mind. Were it not for a power within the soul, as the
soul is within the body, it could have no possibility of
subsistence. That the growth of the-material Part depends
on the presence of that which is spiritual, is obvious from
the fact, that at death the former falls to decay. If it
were possible for God to be detached from our spiritual part,
this would decay likewise. The doctrine then of the immortality
of the soul is simply, "I in my Father, and ye in me and I
in you." It is the union of the Divine, with the human--of
that from which all things are, and on which they depend the
iDivine Truth. It is the tendency of the Bible to effect this
union, and of course to restore a consciousness of it. It
is a union which God desires with all, therefore even the
wicked whoreject it, partake of his immortality, though not
of his happiness. When in the process of regeneration,
this union is accomplished, the feaf of dissolution willybe
as impossible in this world as in the other; and before this
is effected, the fear of dissolution may exist there, as well*
as here. It is not the place where a person is, but the
condition of mind which is to be regardedl and
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there is no antidot eAainst the fear of death, but the con-
sciousress.of heir united with the fountain of life. Etat itis asked, how c'an .the.. fear of death exist after it has at'tuallytaken place? The paration of the spiritual and materi0
part so) far as the natAre of their connexion is underst0
can prduce no fear. Were it not for evil in ourselves,
would rather wear the appearance of a state of uncommon
There is upon no subject a more powerful tendency to insf'.:nctive
knowledge, than upon that of death. The darkness with wpich
it is veiled, presents buta lamentable picture of our pr.,,,entcondition. It is its own dissolution of which the, mInd i=safraid; and that want of conjunction with Gori which rend: sthis fear possible here, may render it possible any where
It is the sole objett of the Bible to conjoill the sou'i4wiLA
God; and as this is effected it may be understood in what
way the Holy Spirit operates interiously to produce iti
development. It is not a mere,metaphor, it is a plain and'
simple fact, that the Spirit of God is as necessary to tht'
development of the mind, as the power of the natural smn Ittnthe growth of vegetables and in the same way. But let us
remember, that as in nature the heat and light may be con-
verted into the most noxious poison; so the Spirit of God
in itself perfectly pure and holy, may be converted into pas-sions the most opposite to its nature. It is left to us ta
open our hearts to its influence"by obeying its commandmerls."If ye love me, keep my commandments; and I will pray the
Father, and he shall give you another comforter that he may
abide with you forever." 'He that believeth on the Son ha-Ira
everlasting lifet" and he will become conscious of living
and growing from God.

It is not consistent with the nature of things, that thefull practical effett of a subject should be at once revealed
to the mind. The child is led on to a knowledge of his letters,by a thousand little enticements, and by the tender coercion
of parental authority, while he is yet ignorant of the trea-
sures mystetiouslY concealed in their combinations. The artshave been courted merely for the transient gratification
they afford. Their connexion with religion and with the
sciences is beginning to be discovered; and they are yet to
yield a powerful influence in imparting to the mind, its moralharmony and proportions. The sciences themselves have beenstudied principally as subjects of speculation and
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amusement. They have been sought for the gratification they
afford, and for the artificial standing they give in society,
by the line of distinction whichis drawn between the learned
and the vulgar. The discovery of their connexion with the
actual condition of man, is of later origin; and though their
application to use it yet in its infancy, they are beginning
to throw a light on almost every department of labour,
hitherto unexampledin the annals of the world. Religion
too has been a subject of specuaation, something evanescent,
a theory, a prayer, a hope. It remains for this also to
become practical, by thecactual accomplishmentof that which
It promises. It remains for the promise of reward to be
swallowed up in the work of salvation. It remains for the
soul to be restored to its union with God--to heaven.
Christianity is the tree of life again planted in the world;
and by its own vital power it has been, year after year, cast-
ing off the opinions of men, like the external bark which
partakes not of its life. It remains fovnithe human mind to
become conformed to its spirit, that its principles may pos-
sess the durability of their origin.

Such are the effects to be anticipated from the Bible in
the development of the mind. It has begun the work, and
will perfect it in each individual, so far as by a life accord-
ing to the commandments he becomes willing that it should.
There is withintit a secret power, which exerts an influence
on the moral and intellectual world, like that of the sun on
the physical; and however long and successfully it may be
resisted by some, not the less certain in its effect on the ul-
timate condition of society. I am aware that in these remarks,
I am ascribing to the spirit4of God, to the spirit of the
Word, a power which some may be unwilling to allow to it.
The Bible is thought to resemble other books, and to be sub-
ject to the same laws of criticism; and we may be sometimes
in danger of becoming insensible to its internal power, from
the very mass of human learning, with which it is encumbered.
"Is not this the carpenter's son?"

There is one law of criticism, the most important to the
thorough understanding of any work, which seems not to
have been brought sufficiently into view in the study of the
Bible. It is that by which we should be led by a continued
exercise of those powers which are most clearly demonstrated
in an authour; by continued habits of mind and action; to
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approximate to that intellectual and moral condition, in
which the work originated. If it were desired to make a
child thorou§hly acquainted with the work of a genUine
poet, I would not put the poem and lexicon in his hand and
bid him study and learn--1 would rather make him familiar
with whatever was calculated to call forth the power of poe-
try in himself, since it requites the exercise of the same
powers to udderstand, that it does to produce. I would
po*nt.him to that source from which the author himself had
caught his inspiration, and as I led him to the baptismal
fount of nature, I would consecrate his powers to that Being
from whom nature exists. I would cultivate a sense of the
constant presence and agency of God, and direct him in-
ward to the presence chamber of the Most High, that his
mind might become imbued with His spirit. I would endea-
vour by the whole course of his education to make him a
living poem, that when he read the poetry of others, it might
be effulgent with the light of his own mind. The poet stands
on the mountdin with the face of nature before him, calm
and placid. If we would enter into his views, we must go
where he is. We must catch the direction of his eye, and
yield ourselves up to the instinctive guidance of his will,
that we may have a seeret foretaste.of his meaning--that we
may be conscious of the image In its first conception--that
we may perceive its beginnings and gradual growth, till at
length it becomes distinctly depicted on the retina of the
mind. With out this, we may take the dictionary in our hands
and settletthe definition of every word; and still know as
little of the lofty conceptions of the author, as the weary
traveller who passes round in the farthest verge which is
visible from the mountain, knows of the scenery which is seenfrom its summit. It has been truly said that Johnson was in-
capable of conceiving the beauties of Milton. Yet Johlson was
himself a living dictionary of Milton's language. The true
poet, when his mind is full, fills his language to overflowing;
and it is left to the reader to preserve what the words cannot
contain. It is that part which cannot be defined; that which
is too delicate to endure the unrestrained gaze; that which
shrinks instinctively from the approach of any thing less
chaste than itself, and though present, like the inhabitants of
the other world, is unperceived by flesh and blood, which is
worth all the rest. This acknowledges no dwelling-place

5
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but the mind. Stamp the living light on the extended face
of nature, beyond the power of darkness at the setting of the
sun, and you may preserve such light as this, when the mind
rises not to meet it in its coming.

If it were desired to make an individual acquainted with
a work in one of the abstract sciences, this might be best ef-
fected by leading him gradually to whatever conduced to the
growth of those powers on which a knowledge of these sciences
depend; by cultivating a principle of dependence on the
Divine Being, a purity and chastity of the affections, which
will..produce a tranquil condition, of all things the most
favourable to clear perceptions; by leading him to an ha-
bitual observation of the relations of things, and to such con-
tinued exertion of the understanding, as calling into use its
full powers without inducing fatigue, may impart the strength
of the labourer, without the degradation of the slave; in a
word, by forming a penetrating, mathematical mind, rather
than by communicating mathematical information. The whole
tharacter and complexion of the mind will be gradually changed;
till atlength it will become (chemically speaking) in its
very nature an active solvent of these subjects. They fall
to pieces as soon as they come in contact with it, and assume
an arrangement agreeable to that of the mind itself, with all
the precision of crystallization. They are then understood--
for the most perfect understanding of a subject is simply a
perception of harmony existing between the subject and the
mind itself. ;Indeed the underttanding which any individual
possesses of a subject might be mathematically defined
the subject proposed,

; and there is a constant
the actual character of his mind
struggle for the numerator and denominator to become the same
by a change in the one or the other, that the result may be
unity, and the understanding perfect.

There is an analogy, (such as may exist betweenthings
human and things divine) between that discipline which is
required in order to understand a production of taste or sci-
ence, and that which is necessary to a clear perception of
the truths of the Bible. As it is requisite to a full sense of
the beauties of poetry, that the individual should be himself
a poet, and to a thorough knowledge of a work of science
that he should hot merely have scientific information, but a
scientific mind; so it is necessary to a knowledge of the Bible,
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that the mind should be formed in the:image and likeness of

God. An understanding of the Word is the effect of a life
according to its precepts. It requires, not the obedience of
the rich man who went away sorrowful, but the obedience of him
who holds every other possession, whether it consist in the ac-
quirements of the mind or in earthly property, in subjection
to the Holy Spirit within him. "If ye will do the will ofGod,
ye shall know of the doctrines" is a law of exegisis, before
which false sentiments will melt away like frost before the
rising sun. Thereis within the mind the golden vein of du-
ty, which if followed aright will lead to an increasing bright-
ness, before which the proudest monuments of human criticism
will present an appearance like that of the de.rk disk of this
world, as the eye of the dying may opens on the scene:: of the
other.

The world is beginning to be changed from what it was.
Physical power instead of boPsting of its deeds of prowess,
and pointing with the tomahawk or the lance to the bloody
testimonies of its strength, is beginning to leave its image on
the rugged face of nature, and to feel the living evidence of
its achievements, in the happy circle of domestic life. It re-
mains for intellectual strength to lose the consciousness of its
existence in the passions subdued, and to reap the reward of
its labours, not in the spoils of an enem y, but in the fruits of
honest industry. It remains for us to become more thorough-
ly acquainted with the laws of moral mechanism. Instead of
making unnecessary and ineffectual exertions in the direct at-
tainment of truth, it remains for us to make equal efforts to
cleanse our own minds and to do good to others; andcwhat was
before unattainable will become easy, as the rock which untu-
tored strength cannot move, may be raised by a touch of the
finger.

The Bible differs from other books as our Lord differed
from men. He was born of a woman, but His Spirit was the
everlasting Father. It is humble in its appearance, as nature
is when compared to art; and some parts which Providence has
permitted to remain within the same cover, have often attracted
more attention than that which is really divine. From the very
nature of perfect innocence its presence is unnoticed, save
by him, by whom it is loved. Divine Love, in its perfect
thoughtlessness of itself, enters the atheistical



854A

36

heart, unperceived. Such an one thinks meanly of those who

think humbly of themselves, and with perfect humility the
last vestige of reality disappears. To him, both nature and

the Word are like a deserted building, through which as he

passes, he is conscious of nothing but the sound of his own
footsteps; but to him whose heart opens to the Divine Influ-

ence, this building appears to assume from the-internal cause

of its creation- the symmetry of perfect proportions, till at

length as he becomes more and more conscious of the presence
with which it is filled, he sees no temple, "for the Lord

God Almighty, and the Lamb are the temple." The Word resembles

the hobrew language in which muchuof it is written. To him

who knows not its spirit, it is an empty form without sound

or vowel; but to him,who is alive to the Divine Influence it

is filled with the living voice of God.
The Bible can never be fully understood, either by making

it subservient to natural reason, or by blindly adopting what

reason would reject; but by that illumination of the under-

stiinding and enlargement of the reason, which will result

from a gradual conformity to its precepts. Reason now, is

something very different from what it was a few centuries

past. We are in the habit of thinking that the mode of rea-

soning has changed; but this appears to be merely an indi-

cation of a change which has taken place in the character of

the mind itself. Syllogistic reasoning is passing away. It

has left no permanent demonstration, but that of its own

worthlessness. It amounts to nothing but the discernment
and expression of the particulars which go to comprise some-

thing more general; and as the human mind permits things to

assume a proper arrangement from their own inherentwpower
of attraction, it is no longer necessary to bind them to-

gether with syllogisms. Few minds can now endure the

tediousness of being led blindfold to a conclusion, and of

being satisfied with the result merely from the recollection of

having been satisfied on the way to it. The mind requires to

view the parts of a subject, not only separately but together;

and the understanding in the exercise of those powers of

arrangement by which a subject is presented in its just re-

lations to other things, takes the name of reason. We ap-

pear to be approaching that condition which required the

union of reason and eloquence, and will be satisified with

neither without the other. We neither wish to see an ana-
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tomical plate of bare muscles, nor the gaudy daubings offinery; but a happy mixture of strength and beauty. Wedesire language neither extravagant nor cold; but blood-warm. Reason is beginning to learn the necessity of sim-ply tracing the relations which exist between createdthings, and of not even touching what it examines lest itdisturb the arrangement in the cabinet of creation--and asin the progress of moral improvement, the imagination (whichis called the creative power of man) shall coincide with theactively creative will of God, reason will be clothed witheloquence as nature is with verdure.
Reason is said to be a power given to man for his protec-tion and safety. Let us not be deceived by words. If thiswere the particular design, it should be found in equal per-fection in every condition of the mind; for all are in equalneed of such a power. It is the office of the eye to discernthe objects of nature, and it may protect the body from anyimpending injury; and the understanding may be useful in asimilar way to the spiritual man. Reason is partly a naturaland partly an'acquired power. The understanding is the eyewith simply the power of discerning the light; but reasonin the eye whose powers have been enlarged by exercise andexperience, which measures the distance of objects, comparestheir magnitudes, discernss their colours and selects andarranges them according to the relation they bear to eachother. In the progress of moral improvement no power ofthe mind, or rather no mode of exercising the understanding,undergoes a more thorough and decisive change than this.It is like the change from chaos to creation; since it re-qutres a similar exercise of the understanding in man tocomprehend creation, to what it does in God to produce it;and every approach to Him by bringing us nearer the originof things, enables us to discover analogies in what was be-fore chaotic. This is a change which it is the grand de-sign of revelation to accomplish; reason should thereforecome to revelation in the spirit of prayer, and not in that ofjudgment. Nothing can be more intimately, and necessarilyconnected with the moral character of an individual, thaA hisrational powers, since it is his moral character which is thegrand cause of that peculiar classification and arrangementwhich characterizes his mind; hence revelation in changing theformer, must change the latter also.
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The insufficiency of reason to judge of the Bible, is obvi-ous on the very face of revelation from its miracles. Thelaws of 2IDfvine Operation are perfectly uniform and harmoni-ous; and a miracle is a particular instance of Divine Power,which for a want of more interiour and extended knowledgeof the ways of God, appearing to stand alone, and to havebeen the result of anrunusual exertion of the Divine Will,creates in the minds of men, what its name implies, asensation of wonder. That there are miracles in the Bi-ble, proves that there are laws of the Divine Operation andof the Divine Government, which are not embraced withinthe utmost limits of that classification and arrangement,which is the result of nataral reason. While therefdre hu-man reason professes to be convinced of the reality of reve-lation from its miracles, let it humble itself before them.Let it bow itself to the earth, that it may be exalted to amore intimate acquaintance with these heavenly strangers. Letit follow the Lord in the regeneration, till the wonderful disap-pear in the paternal. Miracles are like angels who have some-times been visible to men--who would much more willingly haveintroduced them to an acquaintance with the laws and society ofheaven, than have filled them with fear and consternation. Theyare insulated examples of laws as boundless as the universe,and by the manner in which we are affected by them, prove howmuch we have to learn, and how utterly incompetent we are tojudge of the ways of God, from that reason, which is foundedon our own limited and fallacious observation. The resurrec-tion of our Lord must have been a very different miracle to theangles at the sepulchre, from what it was to Mary. They sawit from the other side of the graves with a knowledge of thenature of that death which they had themselves experienced;she saw an insulated fact not at all coincident with her viewson the subject of which it was an illustration. They saw tha,use and design of that which had been accomplished; she saw thesepulchre and the linen clothes lying. As they gazed intense-ly at the same subject, the veil of heaven was withdrawn,and they beheld each other, face to face. She was filledwith fear; they with love and compassion. If Mary wereto persist in judging this subject from her own reason; froma knowledge of those laws with which she was previouslyacquainted; how could her views ever become an-
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gelic? How could the dark cloud of admiration be ever filled
with the rich light of the rising sun?

Man alone of all created things, appears on his own ac-count to want the full measure of his happiness; because he
alone has left the order of his creation. He stands even at the
present period half-convinced of the reality of the future state.It is the design of revelationto restore to him that moral condi-
tion, in which he will possess as necessarily the consciousness
of immortality, as the brute does that of existence--for a con-
sciousness of existence united with that of union with God,
is a consciousness of eternal life. Let us come to the Bible
then, with no hopes of arbitrary reward, and no fears of ar-
bitrary punishment; but let us come to it, as to that which
if followed aright, will produce a condition of mind of which
happiness will be the natural and necessary consequence.

It is often said that the Bible has nothing to do with met-aphysics orlthe sciences. An individual, whatever he his
condition, always retains to a certain extent, a consciousness
of his moral and intellectual character, and the more this
character is exalted, the more minute and discriminating
will be this consciousness. Who is it that formed the human
mind, and who is here endeavouring to restore it to its trueorder? The Bible has the mind for its subject, that condi-
tion of mind which is heaven for its object, and the Father
of mind for its author. Has it nothing to do with metaphys-cis? It has indeed nothing to do with that metaphysics which
we shall leave with our bodies in the graves; but of that,
which will shine with more and more btilliancy, as the passageis opened, not through distant regions of space, but through
the secret part of our own souls to the presence of God,
it is the very life and being. Can omniscience contemplate
the happiness of the mind, without regard to its nature?
Were we disposed to improve the condition of the savage,what course should we pursue? Should we not endeavour to
change his habits of mind and body, by teaching him the
arts of civilization; instructing him in the sciences; and
gradually introducing him to that portion of social order
which is here attained? And are not all these most intimately
connected withoour own condition of mind? Are they not merely
the expression of its countenance? In the same way is it the
endeavour of the Divine Mind in the Bible, to restore all to
his own image and likeness--and
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to say that the Bible has nothing to do with metaphysics, is
to say that the present condition of the mind has nothing to
do with what it should be, and that present metaphysics have
nothing to do with religion. It is said that the Bible has
nothing to do with the sciences. It is true that it does not
teach them directly, but it is gradually unfolding a condition
of mind, out of which the sciences will spring as naturally,
as the leaves and blossoms from the tree that bears them.
It is the same power which acts simultaneously to develop
the soul itself, and to develop nature--to form the mind and
the mould which is destined to receive it. As we behold
the external face of the world, our souls will hold commu-
nion with its spirit; and we shall seem to extend our consci-
ousness beyond the narrow limits of our own bodies, to the
living objects that surround us. The mind will enter into
nature by the secret path of him who forms her; and can be
no longer ignoranteof her laws, when it is a witness of her
creation.

I have endeavoured to illustrate generally, in what waythe
aatural sciences, the-actual condition of society, and the,:
Word of God are necessary to the development of all minds,
in a manner analogous to that in which the earth, the atmos-
phere and the sun combine to bring forth the productions of
nature. I shall say but a few words with ?respect to that
particular development, which is requisite to the full mani-
festation of the peculiar powers possessed by any indi-
dual,

It is well known that at a certain wrfod of the
character of a man begins to be more distinctly marked. He ap-
pears to become separated from that whichl r,urrounds him--to
stand in a measure aloof from hts associateto ratse his
head above the shadow of any earthly objec t. into the light
of heaven, and to walk with a more deterri,med step on the
earth beneath. This is the manifestation of a character
which has always existed, and which has, as it were been
accumulating by little and little, till at length it has
attained its full stature.

When a man has become his own master, it is left to him-
self to complete his own education. "He has one Father,
God." For the formation of his character thus far, he is
not in the strictest sense accountable; that is, his character
is not as yet so fixed, but that it is yielding and pliable. It
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is left to himself to decide, how far it shall remain in its pre-
sent form, This is indeed a period of deep responsibility. He
has taken the guidance of a human being, and is not the less
accountable, that this being is himself. The ligament is now
cut asunder by which his mind was bound to its earthly guardi-
an, and he is p'aced on his own feet, exposed to the bleak winds
and refreshing breezes, the clouds and the sunshine of this world,
fully accountable to God and man for his conduct. Let him
not be made dizzy from a sense of his own lib'urty, nor faint
under his own weight; but let him remember tilt.: the eye of
God is noh: fixed full, it might almost be said anxiously upon him.

It is with the human mind, as with the human body. All
our race have those limbs and features, and that general as-
pect, from which they are denominated men. But on a near-
er view we find them divided into nations possessed of pecu-
liar appearance and habits, and these subdivided into faMi-
lies and individuals, in all of which theTe is something pecu-
liarly their own. The human mind (speaking in the most
general sense) requires to be instructed in the same sciences
and needs the same general development, and is destinted to
make one common and universal effort for Its own emancipation.
But the several nations of the earth also., will at a future
period, stand forth with a distinctness of character which
cannot now be conceived of. The part which each is to
perform in the regeneration of the world, will become more
amd more distinctly marked and universally acknowledged; and
every nation will be found to possess resources in its own
moral andifhtellectual character, and its own natural productions,
which will render it essential to the well-beino and happiness
of the whole. Every government must find that the real good of
its own people precisely harmonizes with that of others; and
standing armies must be converted into willing labourers for
the promotion of the same object. Then will the nations of
the earth resemble the well organized parts of the same body,
and no longer convert that light which is given them for the
benefit of their brethren, into an instrument by which they
are degraded and enslaved.

But we stop holtohere. Every individual also possesses
peculiar powers, which should be brought to bear on society
in the duties best fitted to receive them- The highest de-

6
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gree of cultivation of which the mind of any one is capable,
consists in the most perfect development of that peculiar or-ganization, which as really exists in infancy, as in matureryears. The seed which is planted, is said to possess in mi-
niature the trunk, branches, leaves and fruit of the futuretree. So it is with the mind; and the most that can possi-bly be dome, is to afford facilities by which its developmentmay be effected with the same order. In the process of theformation of our minds, there exists the spirit of prophecy;and no advancement can create surprise, because we havealways been consciout of that from which it is produced.

We must not seek to make one hair white or black- It is invain for us to attempt to add one cubit to ,our stature. Alladventitious,or assumed importance should be cast off, as afilthy garmerit. We should seek am employment for themind, in which all its energies may be warmed into exist-ence; which, (if I may be allowed the expression) maybring everyt,imuscle into action. There is something which
every one can do better than any one else; and it is the
tendency and must be the end of human events, to assign toeach his true calling. Kings will be hurled from theirthrones and peasants exalted to the highest stations, by this
irresdstible tendency of,mind-tb, its trud level.Threse effectsmay not be fully disclosed in the sliort period of this life,but even the most incredulous must be ultimately convincedthat the truth f.3 no respecter of persons, by learning the sim-ple fact that a man cannot be other than what he is. Notthat endless prbgression in moral goodness and in wisdomare not within the reach of any one; but that the state will
never arrive, when he may not look back to the first rudi-
ments--the original stamina of his own mind; and be almostable to say, I possessed all at the time of my birth. Themore a person lives in singleness of heart, in simplicity and
sincerity, the more will this be apparent.

It becomes us then to seek and to cherish this pecutiumof our own minds, as the patrimony which is left us by our Fa-ther in heaven--as that by which the branch is united to thevine--as the forming power within us, which gives to our per-sons that by which they are distinguished from others--andby a life entirely governed by the commandments of God, toleave on the duties we are called to perform, the full impressof our real characters. Let a man's ambition to be great,
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disappear in a willingness to be what he is; then may he
fill a high place without pride, or a low one without dejec-
tion. As our desires become more and more concentrated
to those objects which correspond to the peculiar organiza-
tion of our minds, we shall have a foretaste of that which is
coming, in those internal tendencies of which we are con-
scious. As we perform with alacrity whatever duty presents
itself before us, we shall perceive in our own bearts, a
kind of preparatinn, for every external event or occurrence
of our lives, even the most trivial, springing from the all-
pervading tendency of the Providence of God to present
the opportunity of being useful wherever there is the' dispo-
sition.

Living in a country whose peculiar char-actaristick is said
to be a love of equal liberty, let it be written on our hear-7s,
that the end of all education is a life of active usefulness.
We want no education which shall raise a man out of the
reach of the understanding or the sympathies of any of his
species. We are disgusted with that kind of dignity which
the possessor is himself obliged to guard; but venerate that
which, having its origin in the actual character of the man,
can receive no increase from the countenance of power, and
suffer no diminution from the approach of weakness--that
dignity in which the individual appears to live rather in tile
consciousness of the light which shines from above, than in
that of his own shadow beneath. There is a spiritual at-
mosphere about such an one, which is at once its own pro-
tection, and the protection of him with whom it is connect-
ed--which while it is free as air A4ike to the most powerful
and the most humble, conveys a tacit warning that too near
an approach is not permitted. We acknowledge the invisi-
ble chain which binds together all classes of society, and
would apply to it the electric spark of knowledge with th
hand of tenderness and caution. We acknowledge the healthy
unionoof mental and bodily exercise, and would rather see all
men industrious and enlightened, than to see one half of man-
kind slaves to the other, and these slaves to their passions.
We acknowledge that the natural world is one vast mine
of wisdom, and for this reason it is the scene of the labours
of man; and that in seeing this wisdom, there is philosophy,
and in loving it, there is religion. Most sensibly do we feel
that, as the true end of instruction is to prepare a man for
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same particular sphere of usefulness; that when he has found
tki5 sphere, his ed_ucation has then truly commenced, and the
l'iner of God is oalnting to the very page of the book of his
ora.cles, from which he may draw the profoundest wisdom. It

was the design of Providence that there should be enoughof
science connected with the calling of each, for the highest
and holiest purpeses of heaven. It is the natural world from
which the philosopher draws hit knowledge; it is the natural
world in which the slave toils for this bread. Alas! when
will they be one?? bhen we are willing to practise what we
learn, and reTiean makes our duty our delight. The mass of
mankind must slumps labourv hence it is supposed that they
an=t be always ignorant. Thus has the pride of man converted
that discipline -into an occasion of darkness and misery, which
was intended only to give reality to knowledge, and to make
happiness eternal. Truth is the way in which we should act;
and then only is a man truly wise, when the body performs what
the mind perceiwes. In this way, flesh and blood are made to
partake of the wisdom of the spiritual man; and the palms of
our hands will become the book of our life, on which is inscrib-
ed all the love amd All the wisdom we possess. It is the light
which directs a man to his duty; it is by doing his duty that
he is enlightenedthus does he become identified with his
own acts of usefulness, and his own vocation is the silken
chord which directs to his heart, the knowledge and the blessings
of all mankind.
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"These surely, artz. considerations sufficiently momentous to rouse the most
careless and .indcirent to action. Know, then. that for every son whom God
has committed ta-;z77-1:2- charge, you owe to those who may hereafter reside
in his immeaa - so far as your instructions, guidance, example
and irfluence - a quiet and peaceable neighbor, a kind and liberal
friend, and eLre- helper in every -bite of need; to his country, an active,
intelligent, 7rFenformed, and useful citizen, capable of sustaining with
credit and rt:on any office of honor or trust in the gift of his fellow-
citizens; to t±erplz'esent and future generations, so far as he shall become
known to them, EL t...7.24;ht and blameless example for thier imitation; to the
visible church,_Frious engaged and zealous Christian, an active and steady
cooperator in mi77 enterprises of benevolence and charity; and to crown
the whole, an 117.- of glory to the kingdom of heaven. In view of these high
responsibilitie777mu may exclaim, "Who is sufficient for these things?"and
how is this morn tan. Herculean labor to be accomplished? The answer is
ready, direct, f,..'onclusive: It i8 by a judicious andwell-directed
course of educ.t=n77.:, commenced as early as the movement of the intellect
can be discover. -,Taid continued till the mental powers are so far expanded
and the judgeme= Lza, far ripened and matured as to enable the subject to
engage in some 7,--;e±:Te pursuits of life."

A discourse on a1 education.

1. A discourse on general education. It is not terribly informative,
philosophica12. 7 Qr practically.

2. Perhaps of soma, use as a supplemant.
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ADDRESS.

THE great and still increasing interest which is felt at thiepresent day, in the subject of education, will furnish, it ispresumed, a sufficient apology for inviting the attention of theinhabitants of this village to the founding of a new school amongthem, and to the dedication of a building erected for its accom-modation. The splendid provision which has recently been made,in this place, for the instruction of females in all the usefuland ornamental branches of knowledge, bears an honorable testimonyto the enlightened views, the elevated feelings, and the correcttaste of the citizens of Brooklyn, and furnishes an unequivocalproof of a generous liberality of spirit in the cause of soundlearning. It gives an earnest which is confidently relied onithat those who have thus begun a good work, will not sufferthemselves to become weary in well doing, but will perseveringlycarry it forward Mb its full completion. It is not to be Supposedthat those who have discharged their duty towards one part of theiroffspring, in a manner so meritorious and praiseworthy, willdiminish their zeal or slacken their efforts in behalf of theother. It is not to be supposed that, having amply provided themeans of rendering their daughters the grace and ornament ofsociety, they will neglect the culture of their sons, who aredestined to compose its strength and stability. To stay theirhands in this stage of the work, and to withhold all further exer-tions in the prosecution of it, would justly expose them to thecensure of hating "put their hand to the plough and looked back."In vain would they plead the great and truly commendable exertionswhich they have already made in the cause of education as an excusefor neglecting to bestow any further labor upon that object. Thereply of reason and impartial justice would be, "These thingsought ye to have done, and not to have left the other undone."

1082



4

But, it may be asked, is this an enterprise in which an enlight-
ened and christian community will engage with reluctance? Can
no motives be presented, sufficient to induce them to embark in it?
The benefits arising from expenditures in this concern do not ap-
pear, it is true, in the shape of dollars and cents, and therefore
it presents but few attractions to such as have no other mode of
estimating advantages, and of calculating profits; but to those who
are parents, this objection is of little weight. To them the subject
is fraught with motives and inducements to engage in it, of the most
interesting and momentous character, whether we regard considerations
of duty, or feelings of personal gratification. The love of our
offspring may justly be considered as only a second edition of self-
lave; and like other second editions, it is usually so much enlarged
afid improved as to lead us to make much greater efforts, and to
submit to much greater privations and sacrifices for its gratifica-
tion, than it could have done in its original form. Most parents,
it is well known, feel more solicitude for the respectability and
welfare of their children, than for their own, and are much more
anxious to discharge their duty faithfully to them, than to secure
personal advantages to themselves. This is a wise and happy
constitution of our nature, and is one of the strongest ties that
hold society together. It is one of those first principles im-
planted in the human heart by the hand of our Creator, to teath us
that we are social beings; that we are not born for ourselves alone,
and that we cannot live to ourselves alone, without failing to
accomplish the proper end of our existence. The very condition of
human society is, that each is bound to all, and all to each, for
mutual good. The precepts of religion, too, require that we should
do good to all men as we have opportunity. Who, then, can with-
hold his aid from the great work of meliorating the condition of
mankind? who can stand aloof from all the splendid and magnificent
enterprises of benevolence that so strongly characterize the age
in which we live, and wrapping himself up in his own selfish
individuality, look with cold indifference on the vast and ex-
pansive movements that are making in the moral and religious
world, all calculated and intended to diffuse the blessings of
knowledge, of virtue, of religion, and liberty, through every land,
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without forfeiting all claim to the rewards of social virtue, and
dying in debt to mankind? Few, it is to be hoped, of this descr40-
tion can be found in the community to which we belong; but in
reference to the general subject, we may justly and pertinently
adopt the strong ana expressive language of the poet, and say,

"If such there breathe, go, mark him well;
For him no minstrel raptures swell:
High though his titles, proud his name,
Boundless his wealth as wish can claim
Despite those titles, power, and pelf,
The wretch, concentred all in self,
Liviig, shall forfeit fair renown,
And doubly dying, shall go down
To the vile dust, from whence he sprung,
Unwept, unhonored, and unsung."

The discharge of this inherent and pervading duty can no where
be commenced so favorably as well as naturally by parents, as in
the persons of their own beloved offspring. Starting from this
point, as from a centre, the circle of their benevolent feelings and
exertions will continually and spontaneously enlarge and widen, till
it embraces within its broad circumference the whole family of man-
kind. Equally obvious is it, that the first step in this work of
social and parental duty towards the rising generation, must neces-
sarily be taken in the morning of their days. That Season of life
is by far the most favorable for incipient operations. The young
and tender shoot is easily made to bend and to assume whatever shape
or direction may be desired; but the full gtown tree will scarcely
yield to any force that can be applied to it, and will ordinarily
break before it will bend.

From this consideration it becomes exceedingly important that
a right direction be given to the youthful faculties, as soon as
they begin to be developed. The knowledge we possess of the nature
and destiny of man, leaves no doubt upon the mind, that these
faculties will continue to enlarge forever, and to make endless ad-
vances in the acquisition of knowledge. The process of education,
therefore, may be compared to a line of unlimited extent, the
commencement only of which is in our view, while the grand and
ultimate object to Wiich it leads, like one of the fixed stars in the
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firmament, is visible indeed to the mental eye, but placed at an un-
measured distance from us; and as in drawing a line from any part
of the earth's surface to such a star, the variation even of a hair's
breadth from the true direction, at the point of departure, would
carry the line millions of miles atide from its object, so a very
slight deviation from the right course, at the commencement of the
process of education, may cause a total failure of attain-ing its
chief end and object, and instead of bringing the subject of it to
the desired haven of honor, of virtue, and of happiness, may plunge
him into the gulf of destruction and misery. There is no danger,
theh, that the work of education will be begun too early, or that too
much care will be bestowed upon a subject so vitally important. It
is a part of our religion to train up a child in the way he should
go; and in addition to this high and authoritative injunction of
!:oly Writ, remember, ye who are parents, that your children_are
destined, in the ordinary course of nature, to sustain relations of
incalculable importance, both to the community to which they may
immediately belong; to their country at large; to the present and
future generations of men; to thec-.church of our common Lord and
Savior, and even to eternity itself; and that these relations
devolve responsibilities upon you, of the most solemn and commanding
import--responsibilities which must be fully and directly met--
which no artifice can shun, no sophistry evade--responsibilities
that are incorporated into your very constitution, and attach them-
selves to you by an irreversible law of your nature.

These,surely, are considerations sufficiently momentous to rouse
the most careless and indifferent to action. Know, then, that for
every son whom God has committed-to your charge, you owe to those
who may hereafter reside in his immediate vicinity--so far as your
instructions, guidance, example, and influence extend--a quiet
and peaceable neighbor, a kind and liberal friend, and a ready
helper in every time of need; to his country, an active,intelligent,..
well-informed, and useful citizen, capable of sustaining with credit
and reputation any office of honor or trust in the gift of his
fellow-citizens; to the present and future generations, so far as
he shall become known to them, a bright and blameless example
for their imitation; to the visible church, a pious, engaged, and zea-
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lous Christian, an active and steady co-operator in all her enter-

prises of benevolence and charity; and,to crown the whole, an heir

of glory to the kingdom of heaven. In view of these high tespon?

sibilities, you may well exclaim, "Who is sufficient for these things:.

and how is this more than Herculean labor to be accomplished? The

answer is ready, direct, and cOnclusive: It is by a judicious and
well directed course of education, commenced as early as the move-

ments of the intellect can be discovered, and continued till the

mental powers are so far expanded, and the judgment so far ripened

and matured as to enable the subject to engage in some of the active

pursuits of life. A steady, undeviating adherence to this course

will effectually accomplish the great and important work, so far
as human means can ever accomplish it. In any event, the parent
who pursues it will be exonerated from all the blame and criminality
that may subsequently be incurred, by deviations from the paths of

rectitude, on the part of an undutiful and ungrateful son.
With respect to the generalpplan, and the particular conduct of

such an education, much may undoubtedly be said. The present age

has so often been denominated "an age of improvement," and its

claim to that honorable and flattering appellation, in many par-
ticulars, rests on so solid a foundation, that it requires no small

degree of moral courage to question the propriety of its application,

in any case. There is a chord in the human heart that vibrates in
perfect unison with the accents of praise, and responds in tones of
sweetest harmony to the voice of commendation. Individual self-
love, likewise, is so easily, and at the same time so covertly grati-
fied, when thus wrapped up in the indiscriminate praise of a whole
generation of men, that he who denies the strict justice of the de-
signation above menttoned, in any particu4ari exposes himself to

the charge of uncnaviz,ableness, and even downright moroseness of

disposition. IndecA, the astonishing improvements that have in

fact been made in the useful artt, and in practical science; the mag-

nificent monuments of human skill and genius, as exhiOted in the

various departments of natural philosophy applied to the common
and ordinary operations of life, and the vast and varied schemes

in eOtation for the improvement of the civil, the physical,
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the moral, and intellectual condition of the world, may confidently

and safely be appealed to, as undeniable proofs of the active bene-

volence and the successful enterprise of the present day. But not-

withstanding all this, in regard tu the subject of education, we

must confeSs that "we are not=the people, and that wisdom will

not die with us." The public attention has, indeed, within a few

years past, been very much awakened on the subject, and many

changes and some improvements have been made in the mode of imparting

instruction; yet the great variety of conflicting opinions respecting

the relative value and importance of particular branches of study,

to be met with in publications professedly devoted to the cause of

school instruction, shows conclusively that no system has yet been

devised that meets the approbation of all those who are engaged in

that employment, or of the public at large. A wide field for

speculation is opened by thlelpresent unsettled state of the subject,

and it would hardly be in accordance with the general course of

human affairs, should not much false reasoning and groundless theory

be found amonuthe multitude of publications, on a theme so prolific,

with which the press is daily teeming. It has been happily observed,

however, that "from the collision of sentiment the truth is elicited:1

and there is certainly reason to hope and believe that the attention

which has been eextited, and the efforts that are making, will

eventually result in some valuable and permanent improvements in

this highly important public concern. The movements already made

have had the effect to agitate the waters of the fountain of learning,

and we wait in the confident expectation that the purifying process

is rapidly going on, and that streams, rendered more clear and sweet,

more healthful and fertilizing by the very agitation which the

fountain has undergone, will soon issue from it, to chPer and glad-

den the face of our community, to raise and dignify i. literary

character, and spread thetr benign and happy influences through every

part of the body politic. Much, also, may doubtless be expected from

the numerous associations and meetings among the friends of e,*uca-

tion, of which we hear in various parts of our country, aided, as

their deliberations have been and will continue to be, by the,views

and opinions of learnedprofessors, and the practical wisdom of

experienced teachers.
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This we consider to be the right shape for the subject to assume,
and the proper attitude in which it should be met; discussed, and
settled.

Our own views of the proper end and object of education have
already been sufficiently indicated by the remarks we have made.
It is to fit men for existence,--for the whole of their existence,
not merely for the short and uncertain term of human life,5but also
for that never ending state which awaits them beyond the grave. It
would be absurdly unwise and irrational to grasp exelusively at that
good whose usefulness is bounded by the narrow limits of an earthly
existence, however specious and attractive it may be in appearance,
to the negleottof that whose influence reaches forward into futurity,
and will be felt through interminable ages. A primary regard must
unquestionably be had to the concerns of this life, in every well
devised system of education, because its first operations will
necessarily be conversant with them. The subjects of it should by
all means be properly qualified to live as men, among men, and be
ready to meet every emergency, and to discharge every duty that
may result from that relation; still their education should be
conducted upon principles in entire subserviency to the cause of
virtue and sound morals. Without these fundamental principles, as
a balance to the mind, knowledge will only serve to puff up its
possessor, and engender conceit and arrogance in his bosom. He will
be like a ship, with a full lading upon its decks, but no ballast
in the hold; like a mariner with a strong wind and rapid current,
but neither chart nor compass to direct his course. A deep and
habitual reverence for the name and attributes of the Supreme Being;
an undeviating adherence to truth in all our communications; the
constant practice of the law of kindness, as well as an invariable
regard for the principles of integrity and honor, in all our
dealings; and an unceasing effort to attain higher and still
higher degrees of moralexcellence, by making the:Divine Founder
of our holy religion our pattern and exemplar, are duties common
to ali men in every state and condition of life, and cannot be
too early, or too frequently, or too earnestly, inculcated upon
the young and tender mind. They form the only basis on which
an education and a character truly useful and

2
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valuable can rest; and when universally diffused and united with

extensive acquisitions in the various departments of literature and

science, they will infallibly secure that virtue and intelligence in

our citizens, which constitute the "ark of safety" to the political

compact under which we live. They are, in truth, the foundation

stones on which the main pillars of the fabric rest; and if these

are neglected, or loosely laid, the building cannot stand; it must

andwvrill inevitably crumble to the dust. We are not ignorant that

in some parts of our country there is a morbid sensitiveness on the

subject of teaching any thing that bears even the semblance of

religion in schools and seminaries of learning. Even the Bible

has, in some places, been banished from the schoolhouse, as an un-

suitable book for children to read or to hear read. That a school is

not the proper place to inculcate sectarian principles, or to dissem-

inate the peculiar tenets of any religious party, is readily con-

ceded, and will never, we trust, be the object or employment of the

founders of this school; but that children in such institutions should

not be taught to reverence the Deity; to obey their parents; to speak

the truth; to deal kindly and justly; in a word, to love and practice

virtue for virtue's sake, is a point that will not be conceded by

them to any human authority whatever. On the contrary, it will be

their daily endeavor to imbue the minds Of their pupils with these

fundamental principles of religion and morality; and they desire

nothing more ardently than that they may hereafter see the legiti-

mate fruits of these teachings exemplified in the lives and conver-

sations of their charge. A contrary practice would present an ex-

emplification, as exact as it would be lamentable, of that maxim

of Divine wisdom, that the children of this world are in their ge-

neration wiser than the children of light., Thedeluded votaries of

heathenish superstition employ all the means and resort to every

artifice which human ingenuity can deVise, in order to incorporate

a false religion into almost every act and circumstance of life.

A most minute and rigorous course of training is adopted, from

early infancy, to secure an adherence to their senseless ceremonies,

and to inspire a superstitious dread of the slightest Omission or

deviation from the established ritual; so that a Hindoo would

cut off his right hand, or pluck out his right eye, rather
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than forego his appointed ablutions, or fail of one jot or ore tittle
of his prescribed, though merely formal and heartless, devotions to
some modern Moloch or Belial; and shall we be scarcely less assi-
duous in our endeavors to prevent the principles of the only true re-
ligion under heaven from taking up their abodeiri the hearts of the
young, and from exerting any visible influence upon their lives and
conduct? Shall they believe and blindly obey the absurd and re-
volting requirements of their fabulous shasters, and shall we
practtcally reject and disobey the injunctions of !Divine Truth?
Shall they implicitly follow the false and feeble glimmerings of a
taper; and shall we close our eyes upon the noon-tide blaze of the
sun of righteousness? If so, they will assuredly rise up in the
judgment against us and condemn us; but let not this reproach rest
upon our humble names; may these walls, now for the first time ex-
hibited to public view, preparatory to their being applied to their
proper use, and solemnly consecrated to the cause of piety and
learning, never be profaned by sentiments so unchtistian, by prac-
tices so unholy. Here may theSpirit of the Gospel and the Genius
of Learning meet together in sweet and sacred union; long may
they continue to hallow this place with their presence, and cherish
it as one of their most favored haunts: here may they love to
dwell: here may they walk, hand in hand, conducting the young and
interesting groups who may, from time to time, resort hither, along
the delightful paths of virtue and of science, cheering them with
their smiles, aiding them with their light, and animating them to
continued, persevering exertion, by pointing to the rich and glo-
rious rewards that will infallibly crown their labors at the end of
their course. Thus may they bear an equal, an undiminished and
perpetual sway within this Hall, shedding a rich and heavenly in-
fluence upon all its exercises, and causing it continually to resound
with their mingled and harmonious voices.

It is upon this foundation that we shall endeavor to erect the
superstructure of a solid and useful education, and these are theL
leading principles which we purpose to instill into the minds of our
youthful charge; and we are fully persuaded that these ought always
to be the outlines of the course to be pursued, whatever may
constitute the filling up of the plan. The comparative utility
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of the different branches of knowledge usually taught in schools,
is a subject involving some inherent difficulties, but which often
presents itself in the way of a teacher, encumbered with additional
embarrassments, arising from the various and discordant views of

his employers. It not unfrequently happens .01at what is strongly
objected to by one, as useless, insignificant, or impracticable, is

warmly urged and insisted upon by another, as an indispensable
and most valuable part of an education. Scarcely a subject stands
upon the catalogue of school exercises, that has not thus found its
advocates and its opposers; even common arithmetic, geography,
history, and the principles of our native tongue, have not escaped
the random shots of this literary warfare. Another difficulty in the
way of an instructor is, that an almost rabid hankering after what
is merely and exClusively practical in education extensively pre-
vails in our community; so that every moment of time which is
not employed in,,teaching pupils something which they will actually
be called upon personally to perform in after life;.is hastily re-
garded by some as misspent and lost--as if their future lives were
destined to be all action and no reflection. Were it possible to
foresee precisely the future situation, circumstances and pursuits of
an individual, his preparatory education might be so regulated and
conducted as to correspond to those circumstances, and pursuits, in

such a matiner that he might be enabled to enter upon them with ad-
vantages that would lead to a greater degree of success and excel-
lence in them than might otherwise be attained. Yet, upon a careful
consideration of the subject, it appears to us extremely questionable
whether such a course, with all its supposed advantages, would
not suit a state of society in which trades and occupations are
hereditary, or like the Hindoo castes, fixed by the condition in

which the individual happens to be born,, better than it would our
free and unfettered institutions, where not only every species of
employment, but every grade of civil office, rank, and dignity,
are open to every individual, however obscure his birth or humble
his origin. In addition to the natural incapacity of man to pry
into futurity, and asce-tain the lot and destiny of a human being,
with such a degree of ;-x,-;tness as to form the basis of a
satisfactory calculation respecting him, there is, in our favored
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country, the further uncertainty arising from the unlimited field of
operation opened to all by thos.e principles of liberty and equal-,ty,
that form the groundwork of our political compact. We cannot pre-
dict what the future situation of an individual in life will be, nor
which of the numerous departments of learning will be most useful
to him. There is, therefore, among us, a manifest necessity for
a broader and deeper foundation, a more enlargeth-and extended plan
of early education than can be required under absolute and despotic
governments. Wherever the great body of the people are sunk into
a confirmed and hopeless state of servitude; where a knowledge:of
theit natural and inherent rights would only serve to aggravate
their sufferthgs, and render the yoke of bondage ytill more galling
and intolerable, there, if any where, "ignorance is bliss;" but
eveiy native American inhales the air of freedom from the moment
of his birth; his first breath is drawn in the atmosphere of liberty,
and he possesses an indisputable claim to an education that will
fit him to assume the rank and discharge the duties of an active
and intelligent citizen of a free repUblie. This is his birthright,
and no parent can willfully deprive his offspring of this invaluable
inheritance, without robbing him of his dearest political privilege,
and forfeiting his own allegiance to the government under which he
lives. From this view of the subject it follows, as a necessary
consequence, that the course of education suited to the meridian
of our country, and to the circumstances and prospects of an
American youth, takes a wide and comprehensive range. It embraces
whatever has a tendency to elevate and ehlarge his general views
of things: whatever will enable him to judge correctly of public
men and public measures; whatever will enable him to understand the
reciprocal rights and duties af those who rule and those who are
ruled; whatever will render him a more active, intelligent, and
useful citizen, a more judicious counsellor, an abler statesman,
a brighter example to others in all that is virtuous and praise-
worthy, a more instructive companion, more prompt and capable in
business; in a word, whatever will qualify him to sustain all the
relations of public, social, and domestic life, in a more complete
and efficient manner than he could otherwise do, is clearly
within-its sphere. This
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being the case--and of the correctness of these veiws we entertain
no doubt--then it is a mistaken policy to restrict an education to
the limits of any one particular profession or calling. It ought
not to be circumscribed within so narrow a compass, for its de-
mands, when properly understood, are co-extensive with the qhole
circle of the arts and sciences, were they attainable. Scarcely a
single department of learning can be,rnamed that would not contribute
something towards the attainment of one or more of the objects we ;lave
enumerated. There must however, from the shortness of human life,
and the multiplicity and variety of claims of a different kind upon
our attention, be a great dtsparity between what is desirable
this respect, and what is actually attainable. No man has ever yet
been able to boast that he had completed the rounds of knowledge;
that he had compassed the great circle of learning. Those who have
made the greatest advances, and taken the widest survey of the
fields of science, have universally placed the most modest estimate
upon their acquisitions, because, from thédr more extended views
and greater light, they have perceived more clearly than others
how small a proportion what they had already acquired bore:Ao
what still remained to be acquired. We must bear in mind, also,
that the youthful intellect is not sufficiently expanded to
receive this mighty mass at once: that though capable of en-
largement to an unlimited extent, it ought never to be strained
with an intensity disproportioned to its actual powers. In order
to be safe and salutary, its increase must be gradual. It must
be made to grow, like the body, by receiving its proper aliment
in just proportions, and with a due regard to its digestive powers.
Unreasonable and unnatural expectations are often indulged with
regard to the growth of the understanding while under a course of
instruction; as if it must necessarily be rapid; as if the ohly
'eequisite for making a learned man, or learned boy, were to cause
him to read books as fast as possible, This would be just as good
phildsophy, and no better, than to place before a child a table
piled with nutritious food, and expect him to swell up into the
perfect stature of a man, in the space of a few moments, merely
by devcuring it. Knowledge is doubtless the proper food of the
mind, and the mind may be made to grow
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by the reception of it, as the body does by partaking of natural
food; but, like the body, it must digest what it receives, in order
to be benefited by it. The secretive powers of the understanding
must act upon it, before it can become assimilated to the substance
of the intellect, and prepared to give out its nUtritious qualities,
and contribute to the general growth and increase of its dimensions.
The parallel will hold still further; for as it id not the greatest
quantity and variety of food that causes the speediest and most
healthy increase of the body, but the proper operation of the di-
gestive powers upon that food; so it is not the greatest number and
variety of subjects communicated to the mind in a given time that
secures the greatest and most rapid development and enlargement
of its powers, but the clearness, distinctness, and completeness with
which it comprehends those subjects. In the process of instruction
the mind is never merely passive. Whenever knowledge is usefully
acquired, it is always by the action of the understanding upon
the sublect presented to it. Hence the great secret of teaching
is, to secure the co-operation of the pupil with the efforts of the
teacher. He should follow the lead of his instructqr, whose busi-
ness it is to so explain the subject of every exercise, when neces-
sary, that the pupil shall fully comprehend the principles involved
in it, and clearly see the application of those principles in the
case before him. It will then be comparatively an easy task to

enlarge his views, so as to enable him to apply the same reasoning
to other subjects of a kindred nature, and thus to rise from the
comprehension of a particular, individual instance, to a general
knowledge of all that belongs to the subject.

It should carefully be kept in view, that the main object and
design of early education is to teach the young mind to think: to

feel that it possesses powers and faculties that are capable of
investigating subjects of a complicated nature, of analyzing, dis-
cussing, and comprehending them in all their relations and bearings.
The moment it ascertains that it can do this, it feels a confidence
ifi itself till thenounknown; becomes conscious of its native dignity,
and boldly and manfully cUlims affinity with intellectual being.
Nothing inspires the youthful mind with so much courage, nor fills
it Oith such high and exquisite delight, as triumphing over diffi-
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culties which at first appeared insurmountab4e, by dint of perse-
vering and untiring industry; nor can the whole phenomena of
animated nature present a spectacle more beautiful and interesting
than the brightening countenance, the sparkling eye, the glowing
cheek, and the quickened breath, that speak the gushing tide of
inward joy felt by the youthful champion, as he stands erect, in
all the pride of recent victory. Much as it often costs of pains
and toil to bring the pupil to this most enviable point--and it is
in truth a work of time, and demands a degree of patient, unceasing
labor, of almost endless repetitions of "line upon line; line upon
line; precept upon precept; precept upon precept; here a little
and there a little;" of which none but those who know it by
experience can form any adequate conception, and to the irksomeness
of which the monotonous and wearisome operations of the tread-mill
bear the only tolerable resemblance in nature, yet it is worth the
whole, to be enabled at last to arrive at such a crowning consum-
mation. Results thus gratifying and encouraging refresh the spirits
of the care-worn teacher, and strengthen his hands. They animate
him to renewed and persevering exertion. They are rays of light
which shed a oheet4ful brightness on his path; beams of hope which
gladden his fainting soul, and serve to cheer him on his way, as
the Oases of the Arabian deserts give new strength and vigor to the
exhausted traveler. Success makes men brave, and there never was an
instructor or a scholar who did not feel in every fibre of his heart,
the invigorating influences of vanqiishing opposing difficulties--
of carrying the war into the enemy's country: of attacking one
strong hold after another, and taking by storm every post that re-
fuses to surrender at the first summons. Let the young recruit in
this holy war against ignorance and error, once feel that he has
gained a decided advantage over even one cf the obstacles that
oppose his pv'ogress towards the temple of science--let him once
realize that he possesses mental powers sufficient to beat down
any one of the obstructions that lie in his way, and ultimate
success is certain; a flame is enkindled in his bosom that will
not easily be extinguished; an appetite for further acquisitions in
knowledge is excited, whose keenness will not soon be appeased;
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a motive to industry and exertion is thus brought to bear upon his
mind with mighty power, and will not fail to form a habit of in-estimable value in his future operations: it will almost necessa-
rily lead to a course of mental, discipline, that will infallibly
call its latent energies into action, and give them new force and
elasticity, nor will he be persuaded to relinquish his efforts, till
he has gained admission into the temple of learning, and securedthe reward of his victories.7

The mind, in order to be healthy and vigorous, must be employed;action is its natural state, and all experience shows, %.,at if use-
fdl and profitable subjects be not presented, on which it may ex-ercise itself, others of an opposite character will force themselvesupon its attention, in its hours of vacancyj, and thus the gardenthat with proper culture would have yielded fragrant flowers and
wholesome fruits, will be overrun with barren and noxious weeds. A
habit of employment, of regular, stated application, is the /ever by
which the busy world is moved, and it is of immense importance that
this habit be formed"and fixed in early life; that it should grow
with the growth, and strengthen with the strength of the individual,
till action, both mental and corporeal, becomes as natural andeasy as the pulsations of the heart; and happily there i; no lackof means for vigorous and profitable occupation. Besides thecountless multitude of professions, trades, and pursuits, thatengross the attention dnd swallow up the time of our ever activeand enterpris4ng

countrymen, the stores of general literature furnish
an inexhaustible supply of useful and interesting subjects formental effort. Many n these sutrjects derive new value and im-portance from the un, alleled ardor with which the several depart-
ments of trade are prosecuted among us. The wide sea of businesscan never be at rest, nor its surface ever stagnate, while suchmultitudes are perpetually plunging into its tide, and buffeting
its waves with hearts of controversy, in the pursuit of fortune.
The skill and hardihood of American navigators have become proverbial.
Neither the scorching heat of a tropical sun, nor the frost and"thick-ribbed ice" of the polar regions, are sufficient to represstheir zeal in theepursuit of fair ,and honorable traffic. With anindustry that never tires,
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and a courage that never quails, the,l, ten every sea with Jleircanvas, and wind their way to every corner of t:ie globe, accessibleby man. The competition with each other, and with the tradingworld at large, which grows out of this restless spirit of enter-prise and activity, produces a necessity, greater than ever existedbefore, for enlarged views and extensive information on topicsconnected with the commerical intercourse of nations. A short-sighted, ill-informed man, never would make his way to wealth orcompetence, by his own exertions, through such impetuous justlingcrowds as throng the streets of the great metropolis in ourneighborhood. Those who are destined to this department of life,must possess e:knowledge of the various and ever shifting channelsin which the streams of mercantile business flow, or they cannotavail themselves of the advantages they afford in the prosecutionof their favorite plans, nor take the tide of their affairs atflood, and so lead on to fortune. They must also possess an in-timate acquaintance with the causes and events which check andcontrol these streams, and give them, from time to time, newdirections, or they will run the hazard of being plunged into irre-trievable ruin, or of being doomed to see thier frail barque, in themidst of her apparently successful course, suddenly wrecked uponsome of those "shallows and miseries" with which the voyage of lifeabounds. A merchant, for example, cannot plan a voyage judiciously,without a knowledge of the situation of the various countries ofthe world, and of their chief articles of traffic, both of importand export. This single circumstance suggests the valule, andevinces the great practical utility, of the study of Geography;nor is it confined, even in a commercial point of view, to the know-ledge of the situation, extent, climate, and productions of foreigncountries; it applies to the wide extent of our own with almostequal force and propriety as to the world. But its utility, as abranch of general knowledge, and its indispensable necessity tothe scholar and man of reading, give it high and undisputed claimsto a place among the subjects that constitute a polite course ofeducation. Without it the historian and the traveler are almostunintelligible, and even a common newspaper can scarcely beread wiithrptofit or pleasure. We taturally wish to know
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the scene of the events of which we read, and always feel the
strongest interest in those with whose locality we are best ac-
quainted. In truth, there is an indistinctness and obscurity at-
tending those indidents which are merely represented to us as
having taken placesome where or other on the face of the earth,
that give them an air of improbability and fiction, and we actually
experience some difficulty in bringing ourselves to admit and
realize the existence of facts, of whose "whereabout" we have
no distinct and definite idea. There is also a restless curiosity in
man, an irrepressible desire to be informed of what is passing in
distant portions of the globe. We wish to know the prevailing
manners, customs, habits, and employments of the men of other
climes: what is theft local situation, their means of subsistence,
the facilities they enjoy for intercourse with other nations, their
religious rites and ceremonies, their forms of government, their
literature and arts, and even their personal appearance and com-
plexion. The practical utility as well as personal gratification to
be derived from these particulars, render them proper subjects of
attention and investigation. They open to the mind a wide field
of observation, and stOre it lkith a rich variety of interesting topics
of remark and conversation, that will serve the valuable purpose
of keeping the mental powers in wholesome exercise, and of pre-
venting that stagnant sluggishness of mind, which is the necessary
consequence of inaction. An additional recommendation to this
interesting branch of study, is derived from the enlarged and com-
prehensive views which it gives us Of the power and goodness of
the Deity. It is always a profitable exercise to contemplate
the workt of nature, and to look through nature, up to nature's
God, with exalted and adevsing views of his greatness and u, 'esty.
A survey of the surface cr the earth is eminently calculated to
impress the reflecting mind with a deep sense of the wisdom
and benevolence of the Creator, as ditplayed in the manifest
adaptation of the several parts of its surface to the nature and
condition of their respective inhabitants; and an observant eye can
see, in these dispositions and arrangements, much of that tender
regard for the welfare of his creatures which has been beautifully
represented as "tempering the wind tO the shorn lamb." There
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is something, likewise, sublime and elevating to the feelings, in
the contemplation of the vast oceans, seas, mountains, and rivers,
that diversify and checker the surface of our world. The appara-
tus used in the prosecution of this study, places the pupil, as it
were,,Jupon the summit of a lofty mountain, and shows him all
the kingdoms of the earth, at a single glance, The delineations
of his maps bring the remotest portions of it together, and give
him a much clearer comprehension of their relative situations,
bearings, and connections, than he could possibly obtain by actually
traversing those regions. The wide circumference of the globe is
spread cut beforehhim in a perfect plain, and the entire whole lies
spell-bound within the magic circle of his map, and subjected to

his inspection; in the most complete and perfect manner of Which
the subject is capable. And with the world thus all before him,
can a youth of intelligence fail to view with intense interest, even
these imperfect outlines of the grand divisions and features of the
earth? Can he ascend, without emotion, even in imaginat' the
lofty summits of the Alps, the Andes, and the mountains o.
Himmaleh? Can he look dnmoved into those emblems of the infernal
pit, the burning craters of Vesuvius, of AEtna, and of Cotopaxi?
Can he behold them unawed when in their "magnificent wrath"
they vomit forth flames and smoke, and deluge the surrounding
country with floods of liquid fire? Can he behold the everlasting
rolling of the ocean, the incessant heaving of its billows, and
listen to its eternal roar--can he follow wi4;11 his eye the
innumerable rivers, as they course over the surface of the earth,
and, like the veins and arteries of the human frame, convey streams
of life to every region, and impart freshness, and vigor, and
beauty, to the face of natUre? Can he do all this, and not feel
his soul enlarged,hhis heart expanded, his thoughts elevated, and
his mind instructed and improved by the exercise? Impossible!
The warm, the generous and enthusiastic character of the youthful
mind, and even the nature of man itself, must be sadly changed,
before he can contemplate all these wondrous works and operations,
without raising his thoughts to their Divine Author; and without
feeling himself more closely allied to the great family of man,
and consequently more sensible of his social duties. Sure-
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ly a study of so much practical utility, and of such moral influence,
is entitled to a place among the subjects of pursuit in every litera-

ry institution.
Upon the catalogue of studies that go to make up a polite and

finished education, the Latin and Greek languages hold a conspi-

cu,dus place. From their inherent excellence, they have, for ages,

been regarded as4indispensably necessary to the formation of a
sound judgment and correct taste on literary subjects, upon the
same principle that the master pieces of ancient sculpture, paint-

ing and architecture are still appealed to as standards in those,
departments, and made the criterion by which to judge of symmetry
and elegance in modern works of the same classes. But in the
indiscriminate zeal which has recently prevailed for decrying
every thing old in the system of education, these languages have
been assailed with a full share of obloquy and virulence. They

have been 'epresented by their opponents as possessing nothing of

a practicul nature to recommend them, and as being confined to

the humble abecedarian office of teaching mere words, without
any practical or useful application. Compared with mathematical
science, they have been depreciated, as having no applicability
to the mechanical arts and operations of life; as having no ten-
dency to teach men how to live, or how to conduct in the various
situations in which they may be placed. The press has groaned
under the loads ofilabored philippics which have been composed
and published for the purpose of disparaging them, of denying
theft claim to constitute a part even of an academical and colle-
giate education, and as meriting perpetual banishmont from the
halls of literature and science. These denunciations have gained
a limited and temporary currency, and.it is believed to 13a only

a temporary one, partly from the influential names with which

they have been in some instances unhappily and unnaturally as-
sociated, partly by the respectable and popular character of the
pOlications through which they have found their way to the
public; but chiefly, it is believed, from the confident air with
which they have been uttered,, and from that rage for innovation
which has spread so widely over our country, and which, under
the specious name of improvement, has infected so large a portion
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of the community, that the friends of classical learning have been
almost afraid to avow their fOndness for it, or to insist upon :ts
salutary and invigorating influences upon the mind. But is all this

censure just? Is there no mixture of prejudice and partial haste

in these sweeping condemnations? Are they the result of actual

experiment? Is it true, in point of fact, that we can attentively
and understandingly peruse the Iliad of Homer, or its younger sister,

the Odyssey, possessed of even greater interest, of milder and
more attractive charms, and learn no lessons of practical wisdom

from the experience of Nestor, or the cautious prudence of Ulysses?

Can we drink in the pure and limpid stream which Virgil drew from

the Castalian fountain, without feeling our intellectual spirits
refrehed and invigorated by the draught? Can we follow the majestic
march of Tully's mind, as he thunders in the capitol, making even
Caesar tremble by the impetuous bursts of his eloquence, or listen

to the sound and deep-toned morality of his offices and other
ethical works without deriving from them principles of action which

may daily and almost hourly berreduced to praCtice? We feel con-
strained to say, that many of the most inveterate opposers of this

department of learning know, by their own-experience, that it cannot

be so; and could they be persuaded to speak dispassionately on the

subject, they would acknowledge themselves to be indebted to those

very languages for all the force and vigor which their fulminating

declamations possess. This is making a most ungrateful and unhal-

lowed use of the gifts of learning. It is sacrilegiously setting
fire to the temple of the Muses with a torch lighted at their own

altrrs. But the truth is not as is thus represented, to the inquiry

of ,4assic lore. Its pages abound in the soundest maxims of prac-

tical wisdom; they abound in the most valuable lessons for the con-

duct of life; they furnish an exhaustless store of just and noble

sentiments; of sentiments that "give ardor to virtue and confidence

to truth;" they are illuminated with elegant and sparkling thoughts,

with felicitous and finely turned expressions which form an invalu-
able treasure to the mind; they give strength and vigor to the judg-

ment, vivacity and sprightliness to the imagination, correctness,and
purity to the taste, and a polish, refinement, and brilliancy to the
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whole intellectual man, which are seldom if ever obtained from any
other source. As specimens of sutlime and elevated cunceptions, of
graphic and natural description, and of refined and cultivated
taste, the compositions of the ancient Greeks and Romans stand
unrivaled in the literary history of th world. This superiority,
indeed, might naturally be expected from them. They wrote for
fame--they lived for fame--and they died for fame. Unacquainted
with the life and immortality brought to light by the gospel, they
labored for an immortelity of their own creation, founded upon
individual, Tpersonal distinction and aggrandizement, ad as their
characLeristic discernment taught them that the achievements of
the mind, would long outlLst the most durable monuments that
physical power could raise, they devoted their utmost efforts to
the perfecting of their intellectual labors, and spent their days
and nights in giving them all the precision, spirit and energy
of which they wete capable, and the highest polish they could
possibly impart. We have, therefore, in their writings, the
best thoughts of their most learned men, clothed in the most ap-
propriate, expressive, and elegant terms which their language af-
forded; and as, no people ..ver excelled the Greeks and Romans in
genius and intellect, they have left, as was to be expected from
all these concurrent causes, specimens in every species of writing,
that have served as models for imitation tó all succeeding ages,
and no t-.ompetiter has yet been found who has ventured to claim a
decided superiority over them. They are still invested with the
authority of oraclesin all questions of elegant literature. They
are still studied and read, with a view to train the mind to just
conceptions, and correct and rational conclusions, and the testimo-
ny of all experience conclusively proves that their genuine influence
is, to enrich the understanding with a vein of correct and chastened
thought; to give its conceptions a ripe and mellow consistency, and
to impart to its productions a raciness and pungency that are
not fo.7nd to be the result of any other culture. In addition to
this, the Latin language is the parent of all the living languages
of the south of Europe, and a thorough knowledge of it forms the
best possible preparation for the acquisition of tnem; and as
these languages are becoming more and more important every
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day, in a commercial point of view, and begin to be regarded as
essential, both to the scholar and the man of business, a new and

powerful argument in its favor is derived from this circumstance.
Our own language, too, claims kindred with those of Greece and

Rome. They are both so largely incorporated into it, that a com-

plete and thorough acquaintance with its principles and philoso-

phy can scarcely be attained without them. The Greek, in its

meridian glory, was doubtless the most perfect language that aver

was spoken. Its, flexibility and capacity for expressing the nicest

shades of meaning are unparalleled, and its character for simple

dignity is so strongly marked as to justify the apophthegm which

is reported to have been uttered respecting it, that "if the gods

should condescend to speak to men, they would use the language

of Plato." We regard it as an auspicious circemstance, that a co-

pious and beautiful Greek and English Lexicon has recently been

presented to the Irrerican public, by one of th '4.rst philologists

and classical scholars of the country. The Lex n, published in

Boston by the Hon. John Pickering, to which we refer, is with great

care and judgment adapted to the use of schools and colleges in

our country, and is in all respects worthy of the high reputation

of its author, and of the confidence and patronage of the literary

public. Its copiousness as a vocabulary, and the precision and ac-

curacy of its definitions, render it a most valuable acquisition to

the Greek student, who cannot fail to give it a cordial welcome, as

affording a direct and easy access to that rich and elegant language,

and as supplying a desideratum which has too long existed in that

department of literature. The study of language in general appears

to us to be one of immense advantage to the youthful understanding.

When judiciously conducted, it brings the mental faculties into

constant and highly beneficial exercise. It keeps up an i ,..gorating

and healthful motion in the mind, withouttasking it be:iond its

capabilities. Its demands are just enough-1 to call its powers

into wholesome action, without wearying and exhausting them.

In selecting from the various shades of meaning which the leading

words of a sentence bear, that which will best suit the general

scope and design of the passage under consideration, the discriminat-

ing faculties, the judgment, and the taste, will all be put
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in requisition; and thus the study of philology will combine with
the solid advantage of mental discipline, the gratifying acquisition
of several languages, and by enabling the pupil to look abroad into
the fields of foreign literature, will enlarge his sphere of intel-
lectual vision, and raise him above the dead level of a single tongue.
It will enable him also to breathe the literary atmosphere of other
landsto inhale the breezes of "delightful France," and the soft
and classic airs of Italy and Spain, braced and strenothened by
the cooler and more invigorating currents of central and northern
Germany. In connection with this subject it may also be remarked
that the absolute necessity ther.: will be, of comparing the several
clauses of a sentence w:th each other, and with its context, of
studying the aords rerely as the vehicles of thought, and of
ascertaining their true sense and meaning, in order to select the
phrases and expressions most proper to convey that meaning in his
own language, will give the student a clearer, more comprehensive,
philotophical, and accurate-Anowledge of the idioms, etymologies,
and general principles of his mother tongue, than could be acquired
by studying that tongue extlusively for the same length of time.

But it must be entirely useless and unnecessary to insist fur-
ther upen this topic, or to proceed to a direct and particular rek;om-
mendation of such branches of edecation as history, rhetoric, moral
philosophy, the higher parts of arithmetic, algebra, geometry, astro-
nomy, the constnuCtion of maps and charts, and various ottar
branches, which are intended to be pursued in the school, as soon
as the several classes shall have reached them, through a regular
course of elementary instruction in the preparatory studies. These
will all be found to be valuable and profitable subjects of attention,
both from their intrinsic importance, and as meansof disciplining
the mind, and of contributing to the increase and strengthening ef
its faculties; but we are ful7y convinced of the pernicious con-
sequences of hurrying pupils forward into departments with high
sounding names, without a competent knowledge of what ought
always to precede those studies. It will be our object to make
correct and thorough scholars in whatever is attended to in the
school, rather than showy proficients in a large number of rwr,uits,

4
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convinced as we are, that it is much better to understand a few
things well, than a great many superficially. In order to secure
the desired degree of ehoroughness on the part of the scholar, the
co-operation of the parent or guardian is necessary. Indifference
and want of intereston their part respecting the proficiency and
standing of the pupil, is always understood by him to be an indi-
cation that the subject is not one of much importance. He natu-
rally infers, that if his father and his mother and those whom he
knows to be most interested in his welfare in other particulars,
make no inquiries, and manifest no solicitude to know how he is
advancing in his studies, it cannot be a matter of great concernment
--and in this he reasons correctlyand-comparing this indifference
respecting his education, witfl the deep and lively interest which
he sees them take in his other pursuits and accomplishments of a
merely personal and exterior character, he is strengthened in his
opinion, and can hardly fail eventually to arrive at the conclusion
that of all acquisiticns, those of the mind and understanding are
of the smallest consequence. Upon a mind thus biased, thus pre-
possessed, the exhortations, reproofs, and admonitions--and even
the most assiduous efforts of the most faithful and eonscientious
instructor,--can make but little if any impression. After his best
exertions have been used to excite ir his pupil an ambition to
learn, there is still wanting the charm of a parent's interest and
approbation to crown his labors, und to incite to greater vigor and
actiVity. It ought to be distinctly understood, that the respunsibi-
lity of a parent does not end with barely sending his child to school,
and furnishing him with the requireite books and apparatus to enable
him to pursre his studies advantageously. These provisions,
though indispensably necessary, are not of themselves sufficient
to shift the burden entirely from the parent to the instructor.
An impovetant mgency in aid of the instructor is still due from
the parent. He must not fail to make direct and particular
inquiries into the pupil's diligence and success in his studies, and
to award him a jest measure of applause or censure, according to
his merits or demerits. We apprehend that parents are not gene-
rally aware, how much influence, and how salutary, is thus ex-
erted upon the scholar. We know, from observation and expeti-
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ment, that it is very great, and worth vastly more than all the
trouble it can cost to make the requisite investigations. To

assist in securing the benefits of this course, a record of every
exercise is here kept, and at theclose of the week the result of its
eperations is sent home with the scholar, together v.ith his stand-
ing in his class, and a memorandum of his deficiencies and irre-
gularities in conduct and attendance; and thusthe parent is ena-
bled to see, at a glance, the degree of success which has attended
his efforts during that time. The gratification which the scholar
feels in presenting to his beloved and honored parents, whose ap-
proving smile he wished to secure, the welcome and expected testi-
monial of his good conduct, punctuality, and proficiency, from the
hands of his instructor, must and does stimulate him to greater
e_rtion than he would otherwise use, to attain an elevated rank
among his yout'-Ful competitors. For these reasons it it particu-
larly desired tat all those parents and guardians who may place
their respective charges at this scho_l, would feel and manifest a
lively interest in their improvement, at they would always exa-
mine their records, and inquire into the station they occupy among
their classmates; that they would especially notice the columns that
mark the degree of punctuality with whii.:h the pupil has attended
the school during the period embraced by the record. This item of
the account is a very important one. Much greater evil results
from interrupted attendance on school, aad even from habitual re-
missness and tardiness, than is generally supp sed; The loss of
the particular exercises attended to in the scholar's absence, is by
no means the whole extent of thainjury sustained; though that, of

itself, is a serious ore; for it breaks the connection which exitts
between the several parts of a subject, add which sheald always, if
possible, be kept up in the mind of the pupil; it is leaving out
one of the links of the chain which ought to be preserved entire,
in order to give him a clear and comprehensive understanding of
the subject of his lessons; buta still more injurious influence is
felt in another particular: it withdraws the attention of the pupil

from his studies, and fixes it, for the time, upon something entirely
foreign from them, and it often requires much effort to regain the
same degree of interest and engagedness in them which was pre-
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viously felt. There is something also in the very atmosphere of a
school congenial to improvement. Intelligence seems often to
dart from one countenance to another, like rays of light, while a
clasi are engagedein an'interesting recitation, and mind appears
to imprepnate mind with ideas, by an agency similar to that
which 4s eeerted by the pollen in a field of corn, which,though it
would r?ve" render its original stalk productive, yet by passing
throu:ethe air to another, it communicates by its mysterious
operatiurs a penlific influence to that stalk, and causes it to bear.
All the idvantges which these causes are calculated to yield, to-
gether with the remarks, explanations, and illustrations of the in-
structor which ae:ompany each exercise, are of course lost to the
absent pupil; and, what is still worse, his mind is rendered less
susceptible of impressions from these sources, by every instance of
omission. That domestic arrangements will render an occasional,
and in some cases a stated, aosence or tardiness, unavoidable, we
are fulLy aware: but we wish to impress upon parents the great
importance of avoiding them, so far as they can be avoided, and
in every instance when they occur, to certify their knoirledge of the
fact by a written note. Parents may also materially strengthen the
hands of the instructor, by enjoining upon the',upil a strict regard
to all the rules and regulat;ons of the school; even those minute
points of order which may appear, perhaps, to be little more than
mere forms, but which in reality, when taken in the aggregate, pre-
serve the equilibeium of the school, and, like the springs, and
wheels, and balances of a watch, serve to regulate its movements, and
to give precision, uniformity, and efficiency to all its operations.
All good resolutions in the pupil ought invariably to be encouraged
and commended, while every indication of a refractory disposition,
of a disposition to infringe or evade the rules of wholesome disci-
pline, should be promptly discountenanced, and decisively repressed.
A schobl without a just and reasonable system of discipline, would
resemblesa commonwealth without laws. Experience shows that even
men cannot be trusted to live in a state of society without the
restraints of laws and penal statutes; and are children expected
to be more donsiderate, more discreet, more capable of self-
government, than men? Should we feel our persons safe from
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aggresjion, and our property secure from plunder and depredation,were all the penalties against assaults and batteries, and thefts,and robberies, struck from the statute-book? Let the atrociousSalem murder, and the unexampled robbery recently committed uponone of the banks in the neighboring city, answer the question. Nomatter how imperative and severe the terms of the prohibition maybe--"Thou shalt not strike"--"Thou shalt not steal"--may standrecorded in letters of fire upon the pages of the legal code,and may be uttered in a voice of thunder from the judgment-seat--still, if there be no sanction, no pain nor penalty annexed totransgression; instead of being a terror to evil doers, the lawwill inevitably become an object of scorn andderision. In such acommunity,--ifwit could exist at all,--the right of the strongestwould soon become the supreme law of the land, the only title bywhich property and even life could be held. If men, therefore,who have arrived at the age of full maturity, and with all theirripened faculties in unobstructed exercise, cannot be restrainedfrom violence and crime, by mere verbal prohibitions, is itreasonable to expect that children of tender age, of little ex-perience, and often of limited views of right and wrong, shouldbe withheld from improprieties of conduct, by a restraint so weakand powerless? It is vain to expect it. It would be ruinousto trust it for the order and discipline of any school. From thevery nature of man there must be in every well regulated
community,whether political or literary, a judicious system of restraints andpunishments for wrong doers; and although we most heartily deprecatethe necessity of resorting to them on any occasion, yet we cannotconsent to announce the absolute and unqualified banishment of them

from this Hall, as a ,Iprevious measure, except upon the expresg andindispensable condition, that we shall have none but faultlesschildren committed to our care. We do, however, indulge a hope,that they will be banished from '. this place by an agency far moreacceptable and gratifying than any formal announcement of the fact
from us--we mean, by the manly, dignified, and unexceptionabledeportment of the members of the school; a deportment founded upon
a just sense of the importance of a right improvement of time, and
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of the value of their opportunities for the acquisition of learning,
and from a fixed determination to derive the greatest possible ad-
vantage from both. This is indeed a consummation most devoutly to
be wished; and, in conclusion, let me ask you, my young friends,
on whom does its accomplishment depend? You have heard much of the
responsibilities which rest upon your parents, and your own ob-
servation, we doubt not, has already convinced you that responsibili-
ties scarcely less solemn and momentous devolve upon your instructor%
The well known warmth and tenderness of parental love is a suffici-
ent guaranty that your parents will fully and faithfully meet tNe,
responsibilities which rest on them, and you have daily evidence of
the manner in which your instructors endeavor to meet theirs. But
is there nothing for you to do? Does all the kind and affectionate
solicitude for your advancement in learning, manifested by your
parents and instructors, lay you under no obligation? And all the
zeal and labor bestowed upon the cultivation of your minds, do they
merit no return of gratitude? no correspondent exertion to improve,
on your part? Can you witness the unremitting efforts that are
daily making to impart instruction to your understandings; to teach
you the extent capacity, and proper use of your intellectual powers;
to soften and refine your manners; tO instill into your young and
susceptible minds, just and noble sentiments, elevated, and
honorable, and generous principles of action, and pure and irreproach-
able morality? Can you realize that all this effort is for your
good; that your welfare and future happiness are the great and only
objects which it aims to accomplish, and not feel your bosoms expand
with grateful emotions? NOt so. We believe your dispositions are
too generous, your youthful hearts too warm, and your desire of
honorable distinction too pure and elevated, to allow you to be
thus reckless and indifferent. We believe that you are, and must
be, fully sensible, that, in a very important sense, the completion
of thit'Areat moral and literary enterprise depends upon yourselves;
that after all the care and solicitude of your parents, and the most
assiduous and faithful labors of your instructors, it still remains
for you to put the finishing hand to the work; and that it is your
duty, and ought to be your daily study and endeavor, to make the
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most acceptelle return in your power for these services, by striving
to profit by the instructions given you; by endeavoring to grow
wiser and better each day of your lives, and by endeavoring to
treasure up useful:knowledge, and to fix in your minds principles
of action which will make you respected and beloved by all who
know you; which will_make you ornaments to the society in which
you may reside, and blessings to the world. Such is our belief--
and such our hopes respecting you. It is honorable to you that we
can avow such sentiments towards you, for they can have sprUng
only from a persuasion that the general course of your conduct
hitherto has been intended to be correct, and that such deviations
from correctness as have been noticed in it are capable of being
explained and accounted for, without essentially derogating from
that character for moral rectitude, and strict propriety óf manners,
which it ought always to be the object of young gentlemen to attain.
Our hearts desire and most earnest wish is, that we may be in some
degree instrumental in preparing you to be good and great, as
well as learned men; good, by the virtuous and Christian principles
which we shall labor to instill into your minds--great, by the
magnanimity and superiority over low and groveling pursuits, which
we trust you will manifest in all your conversation and deportment
--and learned, by the acquisitions you will here make in all those
departments of literature and science, which will enlighten and
enlarge your understandings, and fit you to act well your parts
when you come upon the stage of life. Exerting this salutary
influence upon you, and upon those who may hereafter be placed
under our care, and witnessing such fruits of our labors, we shall
feel as if we had not lived in vain; and that even when dead, we
shall continue to live and speak through you, and through those who
shall be influenced by your conduct and example, even to remote
generations; and we are happy, even now, in the-,pleasing hope and
anticipation, that we may thus be communicating the electric spark
of vital piety, intelligence, and virtue, to a circle of immortal
beings of such unlimited extent; and may God grant, that when our
work is done, when our heads shall lie low in the earth, and the
grass shall be waving over the sods that cover us, you may long
continue to be profited
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by the instructions and counsels we may give you, and that ahappy experience of their salutary influence may lead you tocherish with sentiments of affectionate regard, the memory ofthose who imparted them to you.
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"...- a system, which has been advancing towards perfection, under the
fostering care and wisdom of successive generations; and which if it has not
produced many Franklins, has, at least, imperfect as it would seem to be,
diffused a good share of useful knowledge among all classes in the community,
and rendered the population of Boston proverbial for their love of order
and for their general intelligence."

"The extent to which instruction should be carried, at the public expense, is
a question fairly open for discussion, on gencral principles; and one
on which intelligent and patriotic men may very honestly entertain different
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REVIEW.

The Report of the Mayor, in behalf "of a sub-committee of
the SchooZ Committee, recommending," in the words of the title-
page, "various IMPROVEMENTS in the sy:;tem Of Instruction in
the Grammar and Writing Schools of this City," which has
been distributed among the citizens, by order of the Common
Council, is very generally regarded as an extraordinary docu-
ment;--extraordinary for the changes proposed, for the reasons
assigned for those changes, and for the circumstances under
which they are presented to the consideration of the commu-
nity. It is, certainly, a very important document; for it recom-
mends a radical and total alteration in the system of public
instruion, established in this City; it expresses the views of
the chairman of the School Committee,* by whom it was writ-
ten; and it comes before us with:the sanction of that board, in
which the accompanying resolutions, at least; have been adopt-
ed with singular unanimity. The proposed alterations, there-

*Perhaps it is not generally know, that Mr. Quincy annually
assumes this office, v.hich he retains by auffrance; although the
first Article in the Regulations of the School Committee directs
that, "At the first meeting in each year, the board shall organize
itself by appointing a chairman, a secretary, &c." It is true,
the Mayor is ex officio a member of the;board; but is there any
provision in the City charter which makes him, ex officio, its
chairman? Who can doubt that the School Committee, as "a co-ordinate
branch of the City Government," are by law "required to organize
their body" in the manner prescribed? Whenever this has been
attempted, however, Mr. Quincy has cut the matter short by means
of his "official relations to the City." Common courtesy dictates
that the Mayor should be chaiftan of the School Committee, whild
he is a member of the board; but common sense requires that he
should hold theioffice by election.
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fore, recommended by such a weight of authority, deserve to

be candidly and thoroughly examined. They ought not to be

rejected because they are new; f or no one can doubt that

many improvements might be introduced into our schools:

neither ought they to be adopted on account of their novelty;

for, be it remembered, cal innovation is not reform.
The people of Boston have been accustomed almost to

venerate their public schools; for they'.have regarded them as a

richiinheritance, bequeathed to them by their ancestors: they

have loved these institutions; for they have seen them exerting a

salutary and lasting influence upon the minds and manners and

general characters of their children, and of others in whose pros-

perity and welfare they take an interest: and, although they have

never supposed their schools perfect, they have still been proud

of them; for they have paid liberally, and t4ith a willing hand,

for their support, and have felt that they are noble monuments

of an enlightened policy. Nor has this feeling been confined

to citizens of Boston. Their system of free schools has

commanded the approbation of intelligent strangers, not only

from different parts of our own country, but from Europe, by

whom it has been regarded as a model, well worthy of being

attentively studied. It is not generally known, except to their

teachers, how often the public schools of this City are visited

by persons from abroad, interested in the subject of education.

While the High School for Girls was in operation, it was thus

vitited almost daily. It happened, not unfrequently, that many

gentlemen were present, at the same time, who had come from

different and often from distant parts of the country, for the

single purpose of examining the methods of education pursued

in this city. Not only the.Northern, but also the Middlg,

Southern and even Western States, were thus represented;

and often by the(accredited agents of public institutions. This

circumstanc.e is named as a simple matter of facts which may

serve to indicate the degree of reputation which the,school-

system of Boston has acquired abroad.
Knowing these things, it was with a feeling of mortification,

of astonishment,--that we read the report of Mr. Quincy. We

were not prepared to hear, from the chairman of the School

Committee, that our whole system of public education is radically

wrong,--that we are vastly behind the age in this respect,--and

that our schools are so essentially defective, th"at their present

arrangements must be torn up, root and branch, to make room

for a new organization. No one will deny that these schools

have some defects, which demand a remedy;--the houses are

not so well adapted as they might be, to the purposes for which
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they were intended,*--they are too much crowded, both for the
health and the improvement of the pupils,--and the regulations
of the Committee, relating to the third and fourth classes, in the
Grammar schools especially, appear to be very injudicious. But
th3se are merely accidental faults, which can be rremoved
without destroying the integrity of the whole system,--a system,
which has been advancing towards perfection, under the fos-
tering care and wisdom of successive generations; an.1 which,
if it has not produced many Franklins, has, at least, imperfect
as it would seem to be, diffused a good share of useful knowledge,
among all classes in the community, and rendered the popula-
tion of Boston proverbial for their love of order, and for their
general intelligence.

It is true, the free schools of Boston are very liberally sup-
ported, and the people wish them to be so: the Y do not com-
plain of the,expense; for they_do not want a cheap education
for their children, but a goocP,one. No doubt, they wish their
rulers, by a prudent and economical course of policy, to husband
well the resources of the City, and not to squander them upon
extravagant schemes and doubtful speculations; but they have
yet demanded no retrenchment in the expenses incurred for
education. I speak now of the great body of the people, upon
whom the public burdens fall with the heaviest weight; for I
am not ignorant that there are some individuals, who think too
much money is expended for the schools. I have heard such
an opinion avowed by more than one member of the City Gov-
ernment ,--and by no one eZse. In that quarter, it has been said,
that the public schools should be merely eleemosynary establish-
ments, where nothing but the lowest elements of learning should
be doled out to the children of poverty: The municipal officer,
who openly avows such a sentiment in thi.s community, must be
respected, at least, for his fairness and candour. From Such a
man the friends of a liberal gystem of education have nothing to
fear; for they always know where to find him. But it is from
those who hold the same opinion, but have not the courage to
avow it,--from those.who would reduce the schools from their
present rank "by lndlrection,"--that real danger is to be appre-
hended. And that this is the design of the present project of the
Mayor, however it may be disguised and glossed over, is but too
evident. He talks, indeed, much about "raising the standard of

**Their internal arrangements are awkward and inconvenient
beyond example. In most of them, none of the teachers can command
a general view of the pupils, without leaving their desks; and
in the Grammar room of the house last erected, a man of ordinary
stature cannot look through the windows, on one side, without
stooping, as his head is above the highest lights!
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our common schools;" but how does he propose to do it? Why,
simply, by adding a splendid list of new studies, dismissing half
the present teacheYs, and making them Zike the monitoriaZ schooZs
of New York! Nothing could be easier. Did our "worthy
Mayor" ever see those same monitorial schools, which he is hold-
ing up to our view as models? or did he suppose no person in
Boston ever had seen them? They, who are acquainted with
the state of public education both in New York and Boston,
from personaZ observation, will comprehend the full force of
these questions without any comment.*

It may here be remarked that Mr. Quincy is very prone to
speak of the expenses of the public schooZs, not only in his offi-
cial papers, but on all occasions, in swelling round numbers, cal-
culated to prepare the community for a cheaper system, if not
to alarmGthem into it. In his late address to the City Council,
for instance, he says the City "already expends sixty thousand
aollars annually on its public schools,"--that it "has a capital
of certainly not less than two hundred thousand dollars invested
in school-houses alone,"--and that its"expenses, under this
head, must, from the increasing nature of its population, una-
voidably increase everyiyear." This last consideration has
often been presented; as if the means of supporting new schools
would not increase in a similar ratio with a deband for them.
If theiCity, with its present population, wants ten schools and
can support them, when its population shall be doubled, it will
want twenty schools, of course,---and will then be equally able
to support them.

Is it a fact that the City "expends sixty thousand dollars

*Since thefabove remarks were written, I have seen the late
able "Address of the Trustees of the Public School Society in the
City of New York," in which they urge, with great eloquence and
force, the importance of making a radical alteration in their
system, and recommend the "noble institutions" of Boston as the
model for a new organization of their schools. The low condition
of public instruction in that City, compared with what it is
here, may be inferred from theffollowing extracts from the
Address:

"There is no part of our state which has the means of more
ample endowments for public instruction; nor is there any part
of it where the common welfare, not to say the common safety, so
imperatively demands them --and yet we are compelled to confess,
that there is not within the state a single district of any
magnitude, with which we could institute a favorable comparison."
p. 3.

Again. "The removal of this impediment, by receiving compensa-
tion from such as choose to make it, has doubtless been attended
with beneficial consequences. Public instruction has been, to a
considerable extent, freed from in degrading associations with
poverty and charity. Still these consequences have not been so
extensive as was hoped." p. ID.

It does not appear from the report, however, that any change
in the method of teaching, is contemplated in New York, but only
in the arrangement and extension of the public schools.
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annually on its public schools?" In a report maC,e by theSchool Committee in 1826, to the Secretary of the Common-wealth, the whole expense of these Schools for tuition, fuel, &c."as taken from the Auditor's books," is stated to be fiftyfourthousand four'ihundred and seventeen dollars. Since the dateof that report, no new schools have been established, with theexception of five Primary schools, and no higher salaries havebeen paidito any of the teachers.* If we add to the abovesum, one thousand two hundred and fifty dollars,--the annualexpense of the new Primary Schools,--we shall have fiftyfivethousand six hundred and sixtyseven dollars, instead of theamount named by the Mayor. But from this we should sub-tract four thousand one hundred dollars,--namely, the salariesof two Latin School Ushers, of two Grammar School Ushers,and of the Master of the High School for Girls, whose serviceshave been dispensed with, since the date of the above report,when there will remain fiftyone thousand five hundred andsixtyseven dollars for the present annual expense of the schoolestablishment. Here, then, is a mistake, in one of the esti-mates, of eight thousand four hundred and thirtythree dollars,or enough to support liberally two High Schools for Girls, iftwo were wanted.
Again, has the City "a capital of certainly no-ctc(12::WhIn twohundred thousand dollars invested in school-housesam not competent to answer this question, as I have not accessto the:_necessary data. There are, however, but ten of thesebuildings, in which schools are kept, the largest and best andmost modern of which, with the land they are built upon, havecost the city about twenty thousand dollars apiece,--the sumusually appropriated for thiS purpose; but have they cost anything like this sum upon an average, including tile' Eliot, andMayhew, and Adams, and Boylston, and South Boston houses?But if it be granted that the Mayor's estimate is about (.:orrect,we would ask if cal this sum should be charged toTthe account,f the Schools "alone?" One entire story, in si=lferal of thesebuildings, is appropriated by the City to other purposes, toward-rooms, watch-houses, and engine-houses. Do these con-stitute a part of the school-establishment? One would naturallythink so from the emphatic language--"alone."
From this propensity to exaggerate the expenses of the publicschools,--and man, instances like the above might be adduced,

*If a gratuity of two hundred dollars granted to Mr. Fox,Master of the Boylston Grammar School, be excepted;--merely alittle gilding for the monitorial pill, to render it lessoffensive to the other teachers: that's all.
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every man will draw the legitimate inference for himself.We have not been accustomed to see the general disbursementsof the city augmented, after the same manner, in the financialreports, usually published a few days before the annual electionof municipal officers. It may bere be remarked, that theMayor appears to have overrated the expense of the "experi-ment,"--as he delights to call it,--of the High School forGirls, some fifteen or twenty per cent. He says the schoolwas taught eighteen months for about tour thousand five hun-dred dollars, p. 11. The school was in actual operationnineteen months, and all the necessary expenses were incurredfor twentythree months. The masters salary? for that time,was two thousand eight hundred and seventyfive dollars,--thefitting of the room cost nine hundred and thirtytix dollars,--fuel, seventyeight dollars; and if we call the other incidental
expenses one hundred and twentyone dollars,--a large allow-ande,--there still remains an excess of five hundred dollars*which is not accounted for; to say nothing of the error as tothe time during which the school was kept.

The avowed object of Mr. Quincy's report, is to improve thesystem of instruction in the Grammar and Writing Schools;its real object will appear in the sequel. The history of thedocument is understood to be as follows. After I had tenderedto the School Committee my resignation, as Master of the HighSchool for Girls,--of which more will be said hereafter rasub-committee was raised, to take into consideration the expe-diency of continuing the school. This committee made areport early in the month of December, which recommendedthat the school should be sustained. Upon the question foraccepting this report, the members of the board were equallydivided; and Mr. Quincy shrunk from the performance of hisofficial duty, as chairman of the Committee, and declined giv-ing his casting vote! This fact is worth being remembered.The fate of the school was then thrown wholly into hishhands,--it hung on his individual cicision. By raising his finger hecould have saved it, and he would not. He had bren opposedto the institution,--if his sentiments may be inferred from hismeasures,--from its very commencement; but hitherto hehad beea able to exert an influence hostile to its interests, whichhad been rather felt than seen. Now, however, he was calledupon to act openly and decidedly, and he shrun?- )ack: hischerished feelings of hostility to the school T not permithim to sustain it; and at that particular , he mighthave found it inconvenient to incur the resporisidleness of put-
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ting it down; for it was a popular institution, and during themonth of December there was not a little excitement on the sub-ject. It was finally moved to refer the report to the nextSchool Committee. On this question, the members were againequally divided, and the Mayor gave his casting vote for post-ponement. Soon after the organization of the present board,the subject was again taken up and referred to a sub-committeeof which Mr. Qu4ncy was the chairman; and the result of theirlabors,--or rather of his labors,--will be found in the reportnow before the public.
From this sketch it will be seen that the real object of thereport, is to discontinue the High School for Girls, and that theproposed improvements in "the common schools," are merelyaccidental. It has somehow happened, however,--for goodand sufficient reasons no doubt,--that the accidental circum-stance has given a name to the document, to the exclusion ofits main object and design; for, so far as we can judge from .the title of their memorable prdduction, the committee appoint-ed to examine into the expediency of continuing the HighSchool for Girls, have reported on another and quite a differentsubject. Mr. Quincy, however, has forgotten neither this school,nor his settled determination to put it down; but he could notventure upon this measure, openly and distinctly,--even afterhe had secured his election for another year,--without inform-ing the public that he was about to substitute something betterin its place. Hence it is, that he has brought in review thewhole system of Grammar, Writing and Primary schools,--withan ominous scowl, by the way, at the Latin and EnglishHigh schools,--all of which he proposes to improve and eZevateto the rank of the monitorial schools of New York!I have elsewhere recorded my sentiments on the subject ofmonitorial instruction. That this method, under judicious limi-tations, possesses some great and peculiar excellencies, I amwell satisfied; and that more of its spirit might be introducedinto the public schools, advabtageously, if the houses were bet-ter fitted for its reception, can scarcely be a matter of seriousdoubt. But they deceive themselves, who think there is anymagic in it; and it does seem to me that we shall make, atbest, but a questionable bargain, if, to obtain its bebefits, weabandon that principle for which our schools are so emi-nently and peculiarly distinguished,--I mean the division ofZabor in the business of instruction. This may be regarded asthe most important characterisf in the system o education

2
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established in this City,--as the prominent and bee.utiful feature,which distinguishes it from all other systems.*The report of Mr. Quincy consists of three parts, as it relateEto the High School for Girls,--the Grammar and Writingschools,--and the Primary schools,--each of whiei would affordmatter for copious remark, perhaps for severe arlmadversion.It is no part of my plan, however, to examine nis project, sofar asiit relates to what he calls, by way of emphasis, "thecommon schools." But having been appointed by Cie SchoolCommittee, to conduct the "experiment" of the High Schoolfor Girls,--having devoted my time and strength and all myenergies to this service for nearlY two years,--and having beenintimately acquainted with the whole history and progress ofthe institution, I feel myself called upon toeexpose the fallacyof Mr. Quincy's
arguments, by which he would satisfy thepublic that 'the result of th e experiment has been an entirefailure." Very many of those friends, too, whose opinions Iam accustomed to respect, have urged this measure as a dutywhich I owe the community. For myself. I need not say, thatcan be influenced by no In terested motive in this matter.My present situation is far more ellgible, than any which the,School Committee have it in their power to bestow, and myarrangements are of a permanent character. lf, therefore, Ihave any personal interest in the affair, it is that the HighSchool for Girls should be discontinued.The subject requires that I "use great plainness of speech;"but I would not willingly forget the respect due to one, who"has done tbe State some service,"--more especially, as I haveno personal animosity towards Mr. Quincy. In this discussionhe is regarded only as a public man, intrusted with importantinterests by his fellow-citizens, and exerting an active and pow-

*I will venture to suggest, that the character of the schoolswould be fmproved and elevated by a more extensive application ofthis princfple; and the experiment might be easily tried. Thereare now four teachers in two rooms,--in one of which arestaughtReading, Grammar, and Geography; and in the otker, Writing aildArithmetic, These rooms might be divided without inconvenience.In one miht, be taught, Reading, Spelling, Grammar, Rhetoric,Composititi" &c. In the second, Geography, with the projectionand drawing of Maps and Charts. In the third, Writing, Book-keeping, L4near Drawing, &c. In the fourth, Arithmetic, PracticalGeometry, Mensuration, &c. Each teacher would thus be confinedto one kindred class nf studies, and all the scholars would comeunder his particul instruction in rotation,--one fourth partat a time. All that is valuable in monitorial instruction, mightbe introduced on this plan; and the ushers,--who are now responsibleto nobody,--would be placed in a more eldgible and useful situation.Not only the mechanical arts, but the sciences, also, have attainedto the highest degree of perfection, where the principle hererecommended has been the most thoroughly introduced. Why may itnot be ;.".oplied, with equal advantage, in conducting the businessof eduuation?
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erful influence upon the institutions of the City. His motiveswill not be impugned, unless facts shall impugn them; and forsuch a consquence the writer cannot be held responsible, whilehe adheres strictly to the truth, although it be plainly and fear-lessly uttered. The extent to which instruction should be car-ried, at the public expense, is a question fairly open for discus-sion, on general principles; and one on which intelligent andpatriotic men may very honestly entertain different opinions.Whether, in particular, it was expedient to institute the HighSchool for Girls,--and whether, after it was instituted, it ougi t4,o have been sustained,---are questions worthy of a free inves-tigation; but they ought to be met in a manly, open and ingen-uous manner. I do not complain of Mr. Quincy that he hasbeen adverse to that school, from the very day when it wasfirst proposed; he had an unquestionable right to be opposedto the "experiment;"---but I do complain of him, because hehas not been an open and a gcnerous enemy to it; because hehas not pursued a course worthy of the institution,---of him-self,---of the city over which he presides.
Grant that the High School for Girls was nothing but an "ex-periment;" it will not be denied that it was a very important"experlment," and one peculiarly calculated, both on accountof its novel character and the imposing circumstances underwhich it was commenced, to excite a lively interest in the pub-lic. This interest was not confined to our own country, muchless to this vicinity; in England, and even on the Continent ofEurope, the establishment of this School was honorably noticedin some of the public journals. It was the first institutionof the kind; and many other schools, of a similar character,either have been established or are contemplated, in differentplaces. It is highly important, therefore, to the general inte-rests of female education, that the true result of this "experi-ment" should be known. It it were, indeed, a "failure,"---thatis, if our own experience has made it certain, that it is eitherimpracticable or linexpedient to extend to females a ',liberal courseof instruction,---it should warn others fiot to make the attempt.But if there were any fallacy, either in conducting the "experi-ment," or in drawilg the conclusion, it should be exposed, thatthe great cause of female education may suffer no detrimentwrongfully. In this point of view, the subject assumes a de-gree of interest and importance, vastly greater than it couldderive from the fate of a single school; and it is in this light,chiefly, that I regard it. Now I would ask any fair-minded anddispassionate man, who has read the late report, if that doc-ument seems to contain a full and candid exposition of all the
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circumstances connected with this "experiment," whether fa-
vorable or the reverse? Does it not rather seem a tissue of
ex parte testimony, industriously collected and artfully arrarged,
to justify the conclusion finally drawn, that "the experimentwas an entire faiZure?"

Mr. Quincy remarks, that when the High School for Girlg
was instituted, "serious doubts were entertained, whether the
tendency would not be essentially to injure the other schools,
and deprive them of the means of introducing tnto them the
monitorial system, by taking away annually the class of females,
out of which monitors must be selected." p. 4. By whom
were these doubts entertained? By whom were they express-
ed? I have been assured that no one breathed them in the
School Committee; and, to the present day, I have never heard
them started by any person, but the Mayor himself,--not even by
the public teachers, with most of whom 1 am well acquainted,
if two or three be excepted who responded to his dictation.
Whoever ight have entertained such doubts, when the school
was pro;, ;ted, no one thought of expressing them, in either
department of the City. government. So far was this from the
fact, that one of the leadtng arguments for establishing the
school,--anargument dwelt upon by the School Committee,
the Common Council, and the City Council in the report of a
joint committee,--was, that the institution would facilitate theintroduction of the monitorial system into the Grammar and
Writing schools. The following extract, in proof of this asser-
tion, is from a report which was unanimously adopted in the
School Committee, June 22, 1825:

"Your Committee think a school such as is proposed, par-
ticularly expedient to this City, in regard to the experiment that
might be made in it, of the practicability and usefulness of moni-toYial or mutual iristruction; or, at least, of so much of that
system as, on experiment, would be found to accord with the
genius and habits of our community."-----"Your committee
are persuaded that, under the control of a master of judgment
and genius, so much of that system might be profitably intro-
duced into a female High School, as would prove to the public,
in this City, that the same might be carried into the Grammar
and Reading schools, at least, with great adyantage."

A joint committee of the City Council, in a report which
was accepted in the board of Aldermen, Aug. 22, 1825, recom-
mended the establishment of the Hie School, to be conducted
on the plan of monitori al insr7uction, added that "if the
female school, now 5e(4, should be successful, the other
schools would gradually, and very naturally, fall into this system,
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if found, on experiment, to be the best." And similar senti-
ments are found in a report, which was accepted in the Com-
mon Council, Sept. 26, when the appropriation for establishing
the school was granted.

Now, when this "very unanimous opinion was expressed,"
in every department of the City government, that the High
School would be the means of introducing the Monitorial sys-
tem into the other schools, can it be supposed that "serious
doubts were entertained," whether it might not produce a result
directly the reverse? Such a supposition would place the gen-
tlemen concerned in an awkward attitude before the public eye,
to say the least. That the High School might have the ten-
dency annually, to take away from "the common schools" the
most advanced class of girls, could not be a matter of "serious
doubt;" for it was instituted for that very purpose. It was,
however, no part of the original plan, to take them away before
they had accomplished all the studies taught in those schools;
and is it the policy of the School Committee to keep them
there, after they can learn nothing more themselves, for the
benefit of their services in teaching others? Have there never
been any "serious doubts" whether the Latin School and the
other High School would not, tn the same manner, prevent
the introduction of the monitorial system into the boys' depart-
ments of "the commoneschoolg?" or is this system to be
reserved, as a special luxury, for the use of the ladies only?
Mr. Quincy proposes to introduce this system into all the
Primary schools., Will he not soon begin to "entertain serious
doubts," whether the Grammar schools are not also pernicious,
as they "take away, monthZy, "the class of pupils, out of
which monitors must be selected?" Or has he ascertained that
the best scholars left in the Primary schools, although not more
than seven or eight years of age, may make very good and
efficient monitors, while those left in the Grammer'schools,
fourteen or fifteen years old, are not to be trusted? The sober
truth is, the influence of the High School for Girls was precigely
such as was expected by every department of the City govern-
ment, maugrP all these "serious doubts;" and the amou ll. af
monitorial instruction in 'he common schools," instead of being
diminishel, sce it I , insti.,:uted, has been vastly increaged.

The Mayor remarks, that "the actual result of that
school, considered as an exp ,riment, has not been generally
understood; nor the predicament, in which the School Com-
mittee found itself, in relatT7n to it, realized. It seems proper
therefore that no obscurity should be left upod the subject."
p. 3. From this fair beginnilns, one might reasonably expect
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a full and candid exposition of all the circumstances,--whether
"favorable" or"adverse,"--necessary to a correct understand-
ing of the "experiment." Gut how stUnds the fact? The
benefits of the school are pithily summed up in a single line,
"it effectually proved the advantage of the system of monitorial
and mutual instruction;"--while its mischievous tendency is
dwelt upon through an elaborate argument of many pages!
Truly this is quite an original method of clearing away the
"obscurity" of a subject,--and one "ne'er dreamt of in phi-
losophy."

Can an "experiment" be said to have "failed," in any cor-
rect acceptation of the term, when it has fully answered all the
purposes for which it was instituted? That this has bn the
fact, with respect to the High School for Girls, may be easily
shown. The views and motives of the School Committee, in
undertaking the "experiment," were long since presented to the
public, both in the newspapers and in a pamphlet; and a brief
abstract of them will be found on the fifth page of the report
before us.

1. On principles of general expediency it was intended to
make more liberal provisions for female education in the City,
by furnishing the girls with a school, "similar to the High School
for boys, as an object of ambition, and profitable employment
of three years of life, now inadequately occupied."

As to the success of the school, so far as the proficiency of
the scholars should be taken into the account, it is not for me
to express an opinion. This point is left willingly for the
decision of the public voice. Even Mr. Quincy has attribtued
the "failureoof the experiment," neither to the mismanagement
of the master, nor the negligence of the pupils; for he has
graciously allowed that "the conduct of the school was very
satisfactory both to the parents of the children and to the School
Committee." And that, as an "object ,mbition," its .1flu-
ence was even greater than had been An pated, is evi-ei4c
enough from the whole tenor of the Mayor's report. In these
respects, then, the expectations of the School Committee were
iully realized: there was no "failure" here.

2. The Committee thought "it would have a happy effect
in qualifying females, to become instructers in our public
schools."

That it had this "happy effect" is manifest from the fact,
that several of the young ladies, educated in the High School,
are now successfully teaching Primary schools. Many others,
thoroughly qualified for the business, would gladly be thus
employed; and others are doing much good, in different parts
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of the City, where they have opened cheap private schools for
small children. In this respect, also, it seems that the expec-
tations of the School Committee were fully realized: there was
no "failure" here.

3. The Committee suppoEed "it would put to test the use-
fulness of monitorial or mutual instruction, and the practica-
bility of introducing it into our public schools."

Mr. Quincy himself says, "it effectually proved the advantage
of the aystem of monitorial and mutual instruction;" and that it
also proved "the practicability of introducing it into our public
schools," may be safely inferred from the strenuous efforts he
is now making to accomplish that purpose. Were not the
expectations of the School Committee fully realized in this
respect? Surely there was no "failure" here.

It is thus proved by testimony, whose wEight and authority
Mr. Quincy will not gainsay, that the predictions of the School
Committee, relative to the influence of the High School for
Girls, have now become matters of sober history; and that their
expectations have been realized to the full. To what, then,
is the"failure of the experiment" to be attributed? In what
did it consist? The report states several circumstances,--aU
connected with the necessary,accommodations for the School,
in respect to which the project of the Committee is supposed
to have failed; al/ of which shall be examined in their order.
A few preliminary observations will be necessary.

The High School for Girls was instituted with the view of
extending "to females all the advantages of the higher branches
of English education, which are deeived to maZe scholars in the
English High School." It was determined that the course
ef studies should occupy three years, that candidates for
admission should be eleven and not more than fifteen years of
age,--Pallowance, in particular cases, to be made according
to the discretion of the School Committee." Of course, it was
supposed that d house for the accommodation of the school,
would eventually be wanted; though, as stated in the original
report, not "for fhecfirst year of its operation." For one year.--
one class,---an unoccupied story in the Bowdoin school-house
would be sufficient. There the "experiment" might be tried;
and, if successful, further provis4ons for the other two classes
would be made, as they were needed. Who for a moment
dreamed,that the incapacity of that one room to accommodate
the three annual classes, wauld be construed into a "failure"
of the project? Yet this circumstance, amplified and presented
in various forms by means of time-serving votes in the School
Committee,---votes which a neglect to make seasonable and
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proper provisions for the school had rendered necessary,
forms the basis of Mr. Quincy's arguments, by which he would
prove that the "experimeet has been an entire failure."

As it was desirable, on all accounts, that there should not
be any vacant seats the first year, no degree of proficiency in
their studies was prescribed to the candidates, to entitle them to
an examination. The consequence was, that 286 offered them-
selves, of Oiom 135 were admitted and 151 rejected.

In view of the fact that so many were rejected, Mr. Quincy
observes "that the anticipations of the Sc..00l Committee had
completely failed, in this respect, that so far from one school-
room being sufficient for those entitled to admission the first year,
probably two rooms of the same size with that prepared, would
have been insufficient for that purpose, had the principles of ad-
mission been regulated by other considerations than those of
the accommodations provided." And just below is added, "An
arbitrary principle, unavoidable in the case, was adopted
whereby many were excluded, who were entitled to admis-
sion." p. 7.

It will be observed that Mr. Quincy has taken it for granted,
that all or nearly all the cilndidates were qualified for admis-
sion; whereas nothing could be further from the truth: It is
evident that a High School is not wanted for the same branches
of education which are taught in "the common schools,"---
it should begin where they end. This idea is distinctly pre-
sented in the original regulations of the school. Now in the
Grammar and Writing schools may be acquired a thorough
knowledge of Reading, Writing, English Grammar, Geography,
and Arithmetic; and it is no hardship to a parent that his
daughter cannot be taught these things in a High School, so
long as the City furnishes other schools in which she may be
well instructed in them. No reasonable man would think of
complaining for such a cause.

The candidates for admission into the High School for Girls,
were examined patiently and thoroughly in these five branches.
The sub-committee devoted three and the master four entire
days to this service. She who appeared to be perfect in any
one study, was marked four; if she were perfect in all the
branches, of course her aggregate would be 20. If, on the
other hand, she was wholiy unacquainted with some one of the
studies, under that head she was marked 0. Intermediate de-
grees of proficiency were indicated by the numbers 1, 2, &c.

Strictl# speaking, therefore, no candidate whose aggregate
was less than 20, was entitled to admission; for she had not
perfected herself in the studies of the Grammar and Writing
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schools. But, in order to fiZZ the room, the Committee admit-

ted all who had 13 1/2 and upwards! And now, for the sake of

popular effect, it is represented that the 151 excluded, were
entitled to admission! I am well aware that equal justice

could not have been done to all the candidates in their exami-

nation. There can be no doubt that many were rejected,

who were better qualified than some who were received,---ma-
ny who would have been ornaments to the school. But; these

were exceptions, arising from mistakes, which should not affect

the general result.
Females offered themselves from the lowest classes of the

public schooZs; and one girl presented herself for examination,
who could not even read a word, and another, who could not
read without spelling many of the words. Fifty eight of the can-
didates were marked 0, in one or more of the studies, heving
never attended to them; and there were about eighty whose
aggregates were less than 10. One scholar, if no more, was
admitted from the second class of one of the Grammar Schools;
and in the High School, there were nearly forty below her in

rank. If none but thoze candidates who were properly qualified,
had been received, the first year, there would have been ma-
ny, very many vacant seats in the room; but, to fiZZ them aZZ,

some pupils were admitted who were wholly unacquainted with
English Grammar, and(others who were equally deficient in
Arithmetic and Geography. And now, after all this, it is offi-
cially communicated to tNe,public, that 151 candidates, quaZifieC
for admission, were excluded, because, forsooth, "the princi-
ples of admission were regulated by the accommodations pro-
vided!" And this has been done by the Chairman of the
School Committee, who ought to know the facts,--and who
does know them, unless his memory is either very treacherous,
or very cenvenient; for they have been communicated to him,

and, on a former occaslon, he saw fit to use them in his official

capacity.
The result of the examination of candiJates, was reported to

the School Committee, in a tabular form, at a meeting held on
the 28th of February; when, to obviate some difficulty in de-
termining who should be admitted, it was voted, "That all be-
tween eleven and twelve years of age be stricken from the list of

applicants." With reference to this fact, Mr. Quincy remarks
that the 'project of the School Committee had also failed in
another respect, all who were above eZeven and not more than
fifteen, who were candidates and qualified, were not admit-
ted." p. 7.

Has Mr. Quincy forgotten the fact, or did he not find it in his

3
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"thorough examination of the Records of the School Com-

mittee," that this obnoxious vote was rescinded? Another in-

vestigation would probably convince him that it was so; and the

records of the school, which are now the property of theJC4ty,

will show, as the consequence of it, that seven misses under

twelve years of age were admitted,--being the whole number of

that class, "who were qualified." In this instance, therefore,

as in the former, it seems that it is the Mayor's statement of

facts which has "failed," and not "the project of the School

Committee."
At the same meeting of the School Committee, which had

adopted the retractive rule last noticed,---a rule so evi-

dently unjust and useless that it was never reduced to practice,

but was abolished at the next.meetimg of the board,--it was

voted, "That no scholar shall be admitted, herea',ar, into

the High School for Girls, who is not twelve years of age."

"This vote," adds the report, "presents a third case of disap-

pointment in the anticipations of the School Committee, on

which this echool was founded. The girls of eleven years of

age, which were one-of the prominent'objects of its institution,

were excluded, and the time and opportunity fOr admission, of

course, proportionally limited." p. 8.--

Was the High School instituted for the especial benefit of

"girls of eleven years of age," as the Mityor intimates, with

equal force and fairness? or has he seized upon an accidental

circumstance, of little moment on importance in itself, that one

more item may be added to his list of "failures?" The original

regulation, which required that a candidate should be of a

specific age to entitledher to admission, was little better than

absurd, and this vote made the matter worse. No limit of age

should ever have been fixed, zinder which a miss might not be

a candidate for admission. No restriction should have been

prescribed, excepting that of scholarship. If a candidate

could pass a thorough and satisfactory examination in all the

branches of education, taught in the Grammar and Writing

schools, she ought to have been received, however young she

might be. To exclude a girl who is well qualified in other

respects, because she is too young, is to inflict a penalty

on industry and talents. This remark applies wit" equal

force to the English High School, and, perhaps, to the

Latin School also. I know not on what principle the rule in

question can be defended, unless it be the tame policy to deter

children from making a rapid advancement in knowledge.

Abolish this arbitrary rule,--let scholarship alone be required

for admission into the higher schools,--and their influence
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would be more strongly felt in every part of the system; espe-
cially, if children were permitted to remain in these schools
until a given age, and not for a definite period. From Cole
eges and other institutions, in which the pupils are withdrawn
from the watcliful care of their parents, and expeeed to various
temptations and pernicious influences, all recommended by the
charm of novelty, those who are very young should unques-
tionably be excluded. But no such objections can be urged
against the schools in this City, since the scitulars are subject to
the daily inspection and control of their parents and friends.
Besides, a child would incur less danger of contamination from
the vicious examples of his companions, in the higher schools,
than in those of a lower order; and for very obvious reasons.

But, besides these three instances, in which the project of
the School Committee is supposed to have failed, it seems
there were "others oF similar character." What these "others"
were, it is difficult to conjecture. We may guess, however,
that they were circumstances of little consequence, otherwide
they would have been marshalled forth in due order; for Mr.
Quincy is too skilfula logician to specify all kid weak argu-
ments, while his more weighty considerations are matked under
the mere make-weight expression,--"others." Besides, these
nameless instances of disappointment and failure, being "simi-
lar" to those which have been adduced, the public will judge
correctly enough of their importance..

In the remarks which have been made, I have purposely
abstained from raising any formal objections to the manner in
which Mr. Quincy has used the word "experiment," in relation
to the High School for Girls. I have been willing that he should
have all the benefit to be derived from his kpeculiar and novel
construction. I will now ask what would have constituted a
successful "experiment," according to his ideas upon the sub-
ject? An answer to this question will be found in the whole scope
and bearing of his report, to which I will refer the reader. If
the school had excited little public interest,--if few parents had
wished to send their daughters there,--if the mode of govern-
ment and instruction had beenuunpopular,--if those who entered
the school had left it in disgust "before their time,"--in a
word, if its members, from any cause, had been so few, that a
single room would have furnished the necessary accommo-
dations for the three annual classes,--he would have regarded
the "experiment" as completely successful! Should any one
think this a distorted picture of Mr. Quincy's sentiments, I beg
him to read the report again, and judge for himself of its truth.
But as the school happened to be the reverse of all this,--as
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the pf..blic voice was loud and emphatic in its favor,--asparents were anxious to secure its benefits for their daughters,--as the pupils would not vacate their seats, until they were drivenfrom them, a full year before the time, in violation of an officialpledge, by an arbitrary act of retractive legislation,---in a word,as the strongest testimony possible was heard in every sectionof the City, and from almost every class in the community, thatsuch a school was. danted and demanded, the "experiment" isdenounced as "an entire failure!" and the establishment is tobe annihilated, "as bodies perish through excess of blood!"To show that other gentlemen of the board,---those gentle-men who, from their intimate connexion with the school, werebest acquainted with its objects and condition and prospects,entertained very different views, both as tb the nature of the"experiment" and its result, I insert the following copiousextracts from a communication made by the sub-committee ofthe school to the School Committee, Aug. 8th, 1826."The Sub-Committee of the High School for Girls askleave to call the attention of this board to the present state ofthat school, and to the subject of such further provision for itsenlargement and accommodation as may enable it to meet thewants and fulfil the expectations of the public.
"It is known at this board, and by the community, that thefirst appropriation was asked for this school as matter of EXPERI:nMENT, that the question might be practically settled, whfther,among us, a school, in which the higher branches of liteu'atureand science should be taught, could be successfully conduxted onthe system of mutual instruction. A small appropriation was,at firat, asked by this board, for various reasons. The schoolwas to be opened as an experiment; and, though there was, atthis board, a general confidence in its success, it still mightfail, and it was, therefore, demanded by prudence that no more ofthe common property of the city should be set apart for thisobject, than was indispensable to make the experiment underfavorable circumstances; in order that, should it fail, butlittle would be lost. It was, moreover, uncertain whether thecitizens would so far interest themselves in its favor as to encou-rage it by filling it with their own daughters: and, still further,it was uncertain whether a High School, condicted on the prin-cipleoof mutual instruction, would se far engage the scholarsthemselves as to make them desirous of continuing in it, afterthey had been subjected to its labors and restraints."The experiment has now been carried so far as to leaveno doubt upon either of these points, in the mind of your Com-mittee, or, as we believe, in the mind of any one, who has made
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the subject a matter of close, personal observation. For, so
general was the feeling of the community in its favor, that more
than twice as many misses presented themselves for examina-
tion as could possibly be received. Of those who were ad-
mitted, the interest has been so much excited, and the attend-
ande so constant, and the desire of continuing in the school so
strong, as to lead them often to a great personal sacrifice of
ease or pleasure, rather than forego the benefits of the school:
and, as to their progress in their studies, no one, who will spend
a day in the school, and personally witness the order, the uni-
versal air of business, the generalstyle of their reading, their
nice discriminations in grammar, their accuracy in geography,
and the rapidity and correctness of their mathematical opera-
tions,--can leave it with a doubt.

"So far the experiment has succeeded. It has not only
met, it has gone beyond, the most sanguine expectations of
those to whose particular care it has been entrusted. The
school has not only established itself in the confidence and af-
fections of our fellow-citizens; it has excited an interest abroad.
It has been visited by teachers of schools, either open or about
to be opened, not only in various parts of our own Commonwealth,
but in Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Connecticut, and New rork;
and scaT1,:ely a day passes that it is not vfsited by some one,
or more, Aesirous of carrying away something of its spirit and
deteiTs, -for the benefit ol some other part of our country.

"Im this state of thimgs, the questiom occurs,--What is to
be done? It cannot be supposed that, after an experiment of the
monitortal system of instruction in the higher departments of
educaticm has been made with such signal su=cess, the school
in which it has been made, and with it the system itself, is to be
abandoned by the very community by whose encouragement, and for
whose benefit the experiment has been made. It cannot be
supposed that the city of Boston will permit a school to
go down, or even to be so restricted in its operations as to con-
fine its advantages to a very small proportion of those citizens
who are desirous of availing themselves of the opportunities fur-
nished by it in favor of their own daAghters;--and that, too,
when a considerable number of the members of the school are
desirous, and, when their course shall be finished, will be
thoroughly qualified, to enter the service of the city as teachers
of the Primary Schools.

"The school will, undoubtedly, be sustained; and sustained
with that enlightened liberality which will give it still further
opportunity to unfold, by continued experiment, the capabilities
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of the system on which it is conducted, in regard both to raisingthe character, and reducing the expense of public education."But if the school is to be continued after the present year,it appears to your committee indispensable that measures shouldbe immediately taken to that effect. The year is passing away,and the time is approaching when another class must be admit-ted. There is no room for another scholar in the room appro-priated for the first year's operation of the school. A singlealternative presents itself to the mind of your committee; eitherto displace a part of the present class, leaving their seats to betaken by others, at t,,1 commencement of the next scholasticyear in December, or to fliake provision for the accommodationof the two classes which must yet come in, in order to com-plete the school.
"To the first part of this alternative there are objectionswhich to your committee, appear insurmountable, and will pro-bably apper go to others when but briefly stated. There willbe difficulties im excludiligga part of the present class; andthere will bc chifliculties after they are excluded.
"In the 7'Firslm plme, what propartiom shall be,excluded? Is itanswered, one thfrd? *le ask, Which thind? Shall we excludethe highest third:, an4_ thus deny those afily furtther advantageswho have best -fitir-p7oved" the advantages they have had,--to saynothing of thus 4amyincc the city the benefit of its own providence,by stopping in Vheir ccurse those who are now earnestly prepar-ing themselves for its service? Shall we exclude the lowestthird,--and thus shut -the doors of the school against those whomost need its mdvantagas?--Shall the oZdest third be thrust out?In this third are, some of those who, by reason of their age, aswell as of their attaimeents, would be soonest qualified to takecharge of the ihrtmary schools. Shall we dismiss the youngestthird, and compel their parents to find instruction for them else-where, during the years which will thus be cut off from theircourse? Shall we take out a third by Zot? We trust that themoral sense of the community has been too long under the in-fluence of good schools, to allow the provis6on it makes for theliterary and moral culture of its children to depend upon chance,or to suffer the generous purposes of its daughters to be blasted,or the blessings which it has itself conferred upon them to betaken from them, by their ill luck in a lottery.--Which third ofthe present class, then, sball vacate their seats?"

"But, suppose this difficulty removed: another presents itselfthat is of a practical nature, and is absolutely insuperable. Thetwo parts of the school, constituted in the manner now in sup-
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position, will be so unequal in numbers, so different from eachother in their studies, and so distant from each other in theirattainments, that, even on the system of monittirial instruction,they cannot profitably if they could possibly, be instructed byone teacher; and if they should have more than one teacher, itwould be utterly impossible to carry on their operations in oneroom: so that the school, even if it should continue a feeble ex-istence during the second year, would be so entirely prostrate, thethird, as to make it too deep a humiliation for any man of char-acter, or of a manly spirit, to have any share in the instruction ofit.afiIt appears, therefore, to your committee, that if the HighSchool for Girls is to be continued, no course remains open forthe city, but to make furer provision for its accommodation,and for its regular and systematic operations.
"The Sub-Committee of the school in question have that con-fidence in the enlightene4 views and liberal sentiments of theirbrethren at this Board, well as of the gentlemen of the Com-mon Council, which does no.r. suffer them to doubt that the mea-sure, which they have thousjit it due to themskives, the school,and the city thus to recommend, would be at once approved, andthat the work would be taken hold of promptly, and with astrong hand, were it not for the consideration of the expense thatmust attend it.--But, the grant that was made, last year, for theexperiment, may, we believe, be regarded as an earnest of suchfurther support from-the city as the institution would require,should the experiment prove successful.
"It may be remembered that, in the original Report on thissubject, in which therestablishment of this school was first re-commended, the same confidence was expressed in an en-lightened policy towards the school, should the experiment befound to succeed, as we express and feel now; and that therequest, which we now make, was then contemplated, and heldup as a thing in prospect. To this room"--is thellanguage ofthat Report--"the experiment may be confined, till the publicvoice shall have pronounced upon its success. If that decisionshall be adverse to the school, it will be dropped of course:if it be favorable, the same enlightened community that decidesin its favor, will, doubtless, make proper provision for its futureaccommodation. Your committee do not feel, therefore, thatthey are coming suddenly, or unexpectedly, before the guar-dians of the public treasury; nor will they readily believe thattheir call will be unwelcome. We are not unaware of the sen-sibility of the public in relation to expenditure for public objects:--and,on that point, we should be sorry to see an insensibilityin the community. We are aware, however, that, with this sen-
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sibility, there has hitherto been, and we believe that tht.zre tflJl is.
in this community, that prudent forecast by which an appToach-
ing evil may be avoided, or a prospective good secured, though
it be done by assuming a temporary burden, or making a tresent
sacrifice.

"Your Committee would, therefore, ask the atnticA uf this
Board, as well as OWethe immediate guardians of th'?. public
wealth in the Common Council, to the small expense. at wh-:,ch
a high education may be given to the daughters of the e'tv, in
the High School for Girls, when placed upor the grt-und
proposed, compared with that for which a similar, or an
inferior education ccould be given them in private schools, or
compared with what is paid in New York for instruction in the
"Female High School" there, or with what is paid ever by this
city for the hightest public education that is given to its sons.

"In those private sthools where gifls are taught the same
branches which are taught, and to be taught, in the High School
for Girls, tuition ranges from twelve to twenty five dollars a
quarter, for each scholar. But we will placm the average
instouction at stxty dollars a year,--the same as it is even in the
"Monitorial School" in this city. In the Female High School
"in New Yorko,there are, in three departments, six teachers;
and, in the highest department, in which the studies do not range
so high as in our High School for Girls, tuition is, for all the
branches taught in it, ten dollars a quarter, or forty dollars a
year. Our "English High School" has three teachers, at an
avergge expense of three thousand four hundred dollars, and con-
tains now* one hundred and twenty scholars. Our Eatin
School is supported at an average annual expense, for teachers,
of five thousand three hundred dollars, and contains, this year,
an average of one hundred and seventy scholars;--making tuition,
in the former, twenty eight, and, in the latter, thirty one
dollars a year for each seholar.

"Now, for the current year, tuition, in our High School for
Girls, is but a fraction over eleven dollars each per year: and,
supposing the proviston that we ask for made, and the school
furnished with a master and two sub-masters, and suppose the
classes full, or one hundred and fifty in each class, the annual
expense of tuition for each scholar will sink below ten dollars:
one third of the average expense in our Latin and English High
Schools,--one quarter of the expense of similar instruction in
the Female High Schoolin New York,--and one sixth part, only;
of the price paid for the instruction of Girls in similar
branches, in the private schools of this city."

* *

*July, 1826.
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"These considerations seem to your committee to show
that money, appropriated by the City to the continued support
and the better accommodation of the High School for Girls,
would be prudently and profitably, invested. They would,
therefore, beg leave, in ,losing this exposition of their views, in
relation to the school entrusted t:o their particular charge, to
offer the following resolution fel- the consideration of the
board.

"Resotved, that a committee ne raised to take into consider-
ation the subject of making furtt r prowision for the support and
enlargement of the High School f:r Girls,--to report at the
next meeting of this Board.-

Signed, JNO. P17RPONT,
J. BELLOWS, t St:7-committee of the
B. B. 644:SNER, Wigi, Sahool fo.;-, Girls.
GEO. HAYWARD. .

This communication,--which praves that the committee of
the school, for the first year, 1%,e fOthful to the trust reposed
in them,--was referred to a sub-committee, of which Mr.
Quincy was the chairman. And, although the exigencies of
the school were pressing, as the time was drawing nigh when
a new class was to be received, for which no provisions had
been made, he deferred taking any measures on the subject
until the 3d of October, when he maWe a report to the board
in his own hand writing. This is the document quoted on the
9th and 10th pages of his late revort. Of course, the sugges-
tions there made and the measures there recommended, are
rather those of Mr. Quincy himself-, than of the School Com-
mittee. His design was apparently to (delay making any pre-
parations for the new class, until so late a period that nothing
could be done; and thus another, instance of "failure" would
occur. After starting various "doubts," as to the influence of
the High School for Girls upon the interests of the Grammar
and Writing schools of the City, he recommends the follow-
ing ingenl.ous scheme, which deserves to be made public.
"Touching future provisions for the support and enlargement
of the High School for Girls, your sub-committee are of opin-
ion that a decision whould be postponed until after the result of
the next examination of candidates shall be known!" In other
words, he takes At for granted that young ladies would leave
their several schools,--submit to the trouble and anxiety of
an examiination,--risk the mortification of being found defi-
cient in their qualifications,--and all, with the certainty before

4
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them, that under no circumstances whatever, could any of them
be admitted into the school!

This report was referred to another committee,--nearly the
same as the last,--with instructions to make the inquiries sug-
gested in it, as to the influence of the High School for Girls
upon the other schools. Of this committee, also, Mr. Quilicy
was the chairman; in which capacity he addressed the follow-
ing circular to the several Grammar and Writing masters of the
City. The letter from which I took my copy, was in his own
hand writing.

Mayor's Office, 16th October, 1826.
GENTLEMEN,--Suggestions having been made that the effect

of the High School for Girls has been disadvantageóossupon
the character and prospects of the other schools in this metro-
polis:*

1. By diminishing the zeal of the generality of the other
females, in those schools:**

2. By taking away from them their most exemplary scho-
lars:***

3. By disqualifying the masters from a gradual introduction
into those schools, of the monitorial system, by thus removing
from them the class of females best qualified to become moni-
tors:****

4. By reducing the other schools from the highest to a secon-
dary grade, by early deprimliggthem of those scholars, in whom
they have the greatest pride, and who are of the highest promise.
I am directed by the School Committee to inquire whether, as far
as your experience extends, there is any foundation for these sug-

*By whom had these "suggestions" been made? Who was the
author of them? They certainly were not a matter of geneval
notoriety. I had never heard of them before,--not even from
the public teachers, many of whom were among my familiar friends.
Why was not the same alarm sounded with respect to the Latin School
and English High School, which must produce a similar "effect?"

**On what "known principle of human nature" could this "effect"
be produced? Would "the zeal" of the best scholars be diminished,
by the prospect of an admission into the High School, as a reward
for their exertions? Would "the zeal" of the "otherrfemales" be
diminished, when the honors of their respective schools were
placed within their reach, by the removal of those with whom they
could not hope to struggle successfully?

***Was not the High School established, expressly, for this
purpose? If it had not taken away "the most exemplary scholars"
from the Grammar schools, the "experiment" would have been regarded,
and justly, as a "failure."

****Did not the chairman of the School Committee know that
the High School for Girls, so far from preventing the introduction
of Monitorial instruction into the other schools, had given it an
unusual currency there, either directly or indirectly?
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gestions, and if not, then, whether any, and what effect hadbeen produced by the establishment of the High School forGirls, on the character and prospects of your school.An early answer is respectfully requested to this communi-cation, accompanying which, I am also directed to request thatyou would state the number of females in your school, whoare qualified,* and who intend to offer themselves, as candi-dates for admission to the High School for Girls the presentyear.
Respectfully your humble servant,Signed,

JOSIAH QUINCY.
No one, who understands the spirit, can mistake the objectof this remarkable circular. Let it be observed that it wasaddressed to all the masters of the Grammar and Writingschools, to whom "suggestions" were communicated, "that theeffect of the High School for Girls had been disadvantageOus"to the schools under their immediate care, which would wellprepare them for an emphatic expression of opinions, unfavor-able to this institution. Then follows an artful series of Zeadingquestions, which we should not have expected from a lawyerand a magistrate, and which every intelligent member of thecommittee wad perfectly competent to answer. And, finally,the masters are reminded,--all in sheer good-nature and sim-plicity of purpose, no doubt,--thatthis odious establishment hadreduced their. own "schools from the highest to a secondarygrade." Let it be remembered, too, that the occasion for thiscircular was created by Mr. Quincy himself,--that it was a thingof his own prompting,--and that the original letter was writtenby his own hand. The.inference from all these facts is irre-sistible,--namely, that it was his object to draw from the severalGrammar and Writing masters such a united and strong expres-sion of opinions, unfavorable to the High School for Girls, andsuch representations of its "disadvantageous effect," as shouldseal its fate! His purpose would thus be accomplished, whileupon them would fall the odium and the responsibility of themeasure. I am well aware that, both here and in other pas-sages, it is my misfortune to represent the character of Mr.Quincy, as a plain, frank, high-minded magistrate, in a ques-tionable attitude, to use no stronger language. But for this Iam not answerable. The facts are not of my making;--I find

*The masters could have given the information demanded,with more certainty, if the Mayor had defined the word "qualified,"by telling them what would be required. As it was, they had nomeans of forming a correct opinion; they could not even give arational guess,--for they did not know how many seats were tobe furnished!
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them on record. If the inferences are either improbable orunwarranted, they will be rejected of course. The opinion ofan humble individual will not give them currency.t
But, if Mr. Quincy wrote with these views, he mistook hismen. The answers of two or three were, indeed, such as heprobably wished and expected; but the testimony of a majorityof the teachers was, upon the whole, in favor of the HighSchool, notwithstanding it "deprived them of their best scholars,"and reduced their own schools "from the highest to a secondarygrade." The writers of the following letters, expressed theirsentiments in much stronger terms than the other masters.

Mayhew School, Oct. Z9, 1826.DEAR SIR,--In order to afford an answer to the inquiries inyour communication of the 16th instant, we first submit the fol-lowing facts:
There are present today of our first class in the Readingdepartment, thiOtyone. Of these there are above the age oftwelve years twentytwo. Inquiry being made how many of thesedesign to offer themselves for the High School, there are ten. Itso happens that these ten are the first ten in the school in point ofscholarship and merit; and among the first eleven in point of schol-arship, considered alone. On being asked where they will go, ifnot admitted to the High School, nine out of the ten, express anintention to return to the Mayhew school; and the remainingone says she shall only be prevented from returning by havingpast the age of fifteen.
The suggestions mentioned in your letter are therefore true.The High School does take away our best scholars,---those

best suited for monitors.* Their removal damps the ardorof those left behind and the operation of the High School uponthe character and prospects of the Mayhew school is positivelyinjurious.
The g:rls, who will leave us, will be instructed in the higherbranches by other girls, possibly the very same, who left us last
*In this connexion, I would ask Mr. Quincy how many of thepublic masters he has personally addressed, since November last,--each with a complimental air of confidence and particular respect,--as to the expediency of discontinuing the High School for Girls?To how many of them has he intimated that, in such an event, theirsalaries would be raised?
Three scholars from the Mayhew school entered the High Schoolfor Girls, and no more. These were girls of excellent talents andfine ftromisa; but being in the lower sections of the school, onaccount of their deficiency in the preparatory studies, they wereseldom, If ever, called upon to perform the duties of teachers,never, it is believed, but to answer some temporary purpose.
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year, while we shall be instructing children under twelve yearsof age, in such branches as they are able to learn.We would not detract from the ability with which the HighSchool is conducted. It has been eminently successful, webelieve; and we claim to ourselves a portion of the credit ofits seccess; for many of its members came from the publicschools.* Some of the girls there, were fitted for that schoolin ours, although, unintentionally, no doubt, some of them arereported on the catalogue from private schools.We regard the High School as a well conducted institution;but we do not perceive its necessity to the public interest. Weprofess to be able to teach all the branches taught there, upontheir gystem or upon any:other system, which our last year'spupils are capable of using.
We have expressed our opinions thus freely, because, con-sidering the general tone of your communication, we regarded itas rather inviting a free and independent expression of ouropinions, on the subject. The injury done to the commonschools, may be compensated by some advantage, of which weare ignorant. Our opinions, as above expressed, are foundedon what falls within the sphere of our daily observation. Per-haps they may be outweighed by considerations apparent onlyto you, who have the advantage of surveying the whole systemof free instruction from a higher ground.

Signed, j-UOHN FROSTI BENJAMIN HOLT.

BoyZston School, Oct. 23, 1826.Hon. Josiah Quincy,--Sir, in answer to the first sugges-tion, contained in the communication with which you honoredus, permit me to say that I am uncertain whether the zeal
*Three from the Mayhew school, as stated in the last note.After the publication,of the first catalogue, MVQ Frost intimatedto me, that full justice had not been done in it to his school. Iexpressed my regret for the circumstance, and requested him topoint out the errors, that theyomight be corrected. He examinedthe catalogue and found one sloholar, and no more, that he claimed,reported from a private school. The young lady said she hadonce attended the Mayhew school, but that she had acquired mostof her education at private schools, and that she left a privateschool, when she entered the High School for Girls. However, shewas reported from the Mayhew scnool in the next catalogue.In justice to Mr. Frost, the writer of this letter, it shouldbe stated that he had been absent from his school several months,having taken a foreign voyage for the benefit of his health. Asa gentleman of amiable manners, and a scholar of extensive attain-ments and correct taste, he is generally esteemed and respected;and by no one more highly than by myself.
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of the generality of the other females in our school in increased
of diminished by the removal of those scholars, who are of a
high grade.*

As it respects the second suggestion, I have no doubt that
the removal of the most exemplary scholars is prejucicial to the
interests of the school. These scholars are regarded as supe-
riors by the,iother pupils. Tbey are the scholars, among whom
a laudable competition for th.e honors of the school principally
exists. Their example is imitated by the ambitious; and when
they are removed, the benefit and influence of their example,
of course, go with them.

Of the lamentable effects of the third suggestion we have
abundant evidence. After the fatigue and exertion of a sum-
mer's term, we anticipate some little relaxation in our labors
by the aid we expect to receive from our elder scholars the
ensuing year, exercised in a way that contributed to their own
improvement, as well as to the general interests of the school
As it respects our own school, we teach upon the monitorial
plan as far as we think it practicable andmuseful:** and when, by
the exercise of much patience and labor, we have qualified
scholars to take an active part in this syttem of instruction, we
find ourselves deprived, by the sudden removal of these scholars,
of the means for carrying this system into operation. To
require us to teach upon the monitorial plan, and at the same
time to take away the materials of which our monitors are to be
made, places us in a situation similar to that of the Israelites,
who were ordered to make bricks without straw. Allow me,
Sir, to say, that the injurious tendency of the present arrange-
ment, if not visible at the next examination, will, I am ccnfident,

*How could Mr. Fox be certain of this or any other "effect" of
the High School for Girls, as he had been a teacher in the City
but a few months, when it was established? This letter is inserted
for various reasons,--for its pathetic appeal to the sympathies of
the School Committee,--for the manly and independent spirit it
breathes,--and for the notoriety which the writer has acquired, by
his famous monitorial experiment on Fort Hill; in which, according
to the testimony of his "Honor" the Mayor, "his success has been
complete, satisfactory to the committee of that school; to his
pupils; and to himself!"

**This letter was written while Mr. Fox conducted his school
according to the old system, with the help of an usher; are we to
infer from this testimony of his, that, since his usher was removed
and a new order of things instituted, he has conducted his school
on the monitorial plan farther than he thinks it "practicable and
useful?" It may be noticed, as a "remarkable coincidence," that
the only Grammar masters,--who, in 1826, denounced the High School
for Girls,--were deprived of their ushers, in 1827, and introduced
the monitorial method into their respective schools. For consequent
extra-services Mr. Fox has been allowed two hundred dollars; and the
same sum must, of course, be granted to Mr. Frost.
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be seen, in the course of a year or two, in all the public schools
of the city.

The fourth suggestion, in your Honor's letter, is well ground-
ed; it contains too much truth to be denied. Well may it be
said that our schools "are reduced from the highest to a secon-
dary grade," when we are annually "deprived of those scholars
in whom we have the greatest pride." Well may we complain
of the misery of famine, when the richest part of our sustenance
is borne away, as often as it is presented to our views. We
have ten females, who consider themselves as candidates for
the High School, and are considered qualified fey admission.
Your Honor will excuse me from offering any further suggestions;
and permit me to subscribe the name of your humble
servant.

Signed, CHARLES FOX.

Hancock School, Oct. 30, 1826.
DEAR SIR;---In answer to the suggestions made to the gen-

tlemen of the School Committee of this City intimating "that
the effect of the High School for Girls has been disadvantageous
upon the character and prospects of the other schools of this
metropolis:"--

We have the honor to state, that by said establishment the
zeal of the females in our school, is very greatly increased; that
the High School for Girls has precisely the same effect upon the
females of the Hancock school, as is produced in our school
upon the boys by the High School for Boys:

That, as it respects the second particular mentioned in your
communication, though we lose our most exemplary scholars,
when they are promoted to the High School for Girls, we have
reason to believe, that their places will be supplied by others,
who may enter from time to time from private schools, and by
those females already members, who, by taking the highest seats
left vacant by such promotion, will feel themselves compelled
to set a good example to those, who may be below them. One
reason for this opinion is, that promotion of boys to their High
School has never yet occasioned any such injury to the male
department, as is referred to in this particular in relation to
the females:--

That we expect always to be able to continue so much of the
monitorial system, as may be found useful, notwithstanding the
annual removal of those, who, at the time of their promotion,
are best qualified to act as monitors. Last year's removal of
someoof our best scholars has not prevented us from having very
excellent teaching monitors the present Summer term. The
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promotion to the High School for Boys of nine of our best
scholars, has not comp614ed us to abandon any part of the moli
nitorial system, as far as that systewhas been adopted. And in
relation to the females, if there is any difference, the teaching
monitors of this season, are better than those of th-e last, whIm
we lost by the promotion of the last year. Besides, we consi-
der the best scholar of any class perfectly,well qualified to in-
struct those of the same class, or who are,,in any degree, infe-
rior in acquirements.

Our schoot,ii; of course, reduced from the highest to a se-
condary grade, by the establishment of the High School for
Girls, and the High School for Boys has reduced the male de-
partment of our school to the same grade. But our being early
deprived of those scholars, "in whom we have the greatest pride,
and who are of the highest promise," is a consequence, per-
haps, not so much of the existence of Stich High Schools, as
that the qualifications for admission to the same, are, compared
with what they may be, quite too low--And, if it is the wish of
the School Committee to continue to us girls of the highest pro-
mise, it is only necessary to raise the qualifications, and add to
the present age for admission of the candidates, and it will pro-
bably elevate the character and cheer the prospects, not only
of the High Schools, but of those of a secondary grade.

We are of opinion that there is no foundation for the sugges-
tions referred to in your Honor's letter of the 16th instant; but
that the effect produced on the character and prospects of our
school, by the establishment of the High School for Girls, is pre-
cisely the same with that produced by the establishment of the
High School for Boys;--that this effect has been great and
good,,,and that thisTis evident in the greater zeal evinced by
the females in the pursuit of their studies, in their impróved be-
haviour, and in their reciting longer lessons, and in a prompter
manner, than ever before.

In reply to the last inquiry, by which we have been honored,
we have ascertained that six females intend offering themselves
as candidates for admission into the High School, and we think,
that, according to the requisitions of last year, the same number
are qualified tor admission.

All which is respectfully submitted by,
Signed, N. K. G. OLIVER,

Gram. Mast. Hancock SchooZ.
Hon. Josiah Quincy.

The result of this correspondence was the famous report of
17th Nov. 1826, which is now quoted by the Mayor with no
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small degree of emphasis and evident satisfaction, as having
given, in effect, a death-blow to the High School for Girls. It is
unquestionable authority; for Mr. Quincy wrote it himself. The
report first gives the opinions of the several masters as to the
influence of that institution upon:their own schools; it then al-
ludes to the melancholy and unexpected fact, thatr7-;ahotherrcilast4r
would demand admission in a few days, whereat the reporter
seems not a little puzzled,---as he cannot readily contrive how
to bestow 130 girls in 130 seats already occupied.

The report then proceeds, "Your sub-committee are not
prepared to recommend that it [the High School] should be
abandoned, considering its apparent past success and the general
satisfaction of those, who have enjoyed its benefits." Mr.
Quincy), as the chairman of the committee and the authoT of the
report, after this declaration, recommended certain measures,
which were adopted by the board, and for a commentary upon
which I must be indebted to Mr. Quincy ,himself.

"So far as it respects all the great features, which constituted
the character of the original plan, the resultatfif the experiment
has been an entire failure. The operation of the last vote of the
School Committee, [adopting the measures he had recommended
in the above report,] was to change every one of those fea-
tures. Instead of a High School, as originalJy projected, for the
admission of girls between eleven and fifteen years of age, who
were to continue three years, it was changed'into a semool, into
which none should be admitted until they were fourteen, and
in which none were to continue for more than one year. Instead
of a school embracing the whole possible circle of femie instruc-
tion, open to all, and giving all time to take advantage of it, it
is reduced to a mere one year's instruction, dependent for its at-
tainment on being thoroughly versed in all the brancii,es now
taught in the schools." p. 11, 12.

Now in the face of all these facts and many others like them,
some of which will be given, and all of which shall, if necesl
sary,---after all these contrivances by which the "failure" of the
High School was compassed, "et quorum pars magna fui," Mr.
Quincy may well say,---in the very jlext paragraph, he talks '

about the "perfect fairness" with which "the experiment was
conducted!"---"for the most part under the same auspices" of Mr.
Quincy himself, and they have been effected by his influence
and authority and management,---yes, management; for he has,
in every instance, it is believed, when a committee was to be
raised on the subject of the High School, or on any thing relat-

5
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img,to it, either assumed tha office of chairman himself, or ap-
pointed as chairnam a person supposed to be hostile to the insti-
tution. If there be any exception to this remark, it has not come
to my knowledge, familiar as I am with the history of the school.
At any rate, the assertion is confidently and fearlessly made.
If injustice is done to him, it can easily be shown, and it will
give me pleasure to be convinced of my error.

I have already intimated that it is no part of my plan, to dis-
cuss the question whether it is or is not expedient for the City
to support a High School for Girls. Mine has been a very dif-
ferent object,---namely, to wipe off the imputation of "failure"
from thellate "experiment." But it may be remarked that
Mr. Quincy's apprehensions, relative to the expense of such an
establishment, are quite groundless. In another community it
might prove a convenient and effectual way, to bring a valuable
literary institution into disrepute, to magnify its expense. This
would seem to be the policy of the Mayor's report; for the
number of girls, that would probably claim admission into a
High School, is augmented almost as often as it is named. Thus
in the originaZ report of Nov. 1826, Mr. Quincy.says, "the ad-
ditional number to be provided for, this year, will be one hunt..?

dred and thirty at least. So that, as not one seat will be va-
catiA this year, and as the school now consists of one hundred
and thirty scholars,, it follmms that there must provision be made
the present year, far two humdred and sixty scholars at least."
In his Trinted veramlw-n of the same report, he represents the
Committee as sayima, that "the new candidates would be one
hundred and eighty, vhich with one hundred and thi-rty now in
the school, all of lytmm were expected to continue, would leave
the number to be pT3Nided far the next year, upwcaarls of three

hundred." p. 10. Avd in peoe 13, the number becomes "from
three to four hund"re_4!" men in buckraml"]

Again. Havingil.eferred to the comparative number of pu-
pils then in the Rif:mil School from the public and private schools
of the City, the Narur syas, "It was understood that the pro-
portion of the number about to offer for the second examina-
tion had the original principles of admission continued, would
have been far greater from the private schools." p. 14. What
facts could Mr. Quincy have, as data upon which to found such a
supposition? The probabilities in the case were all opposed to
it. Those candidates who were not successful at the first ex-
amination, with many of their friends and companions in differ-
ent parts of the City, left their private and entered the public
schools in such crowds, that the number of girls in the Grammar
and Writing schools was probably twenty per cent greater, last
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year, than it had ever been before. Thisfact was distinctly

presented to the Mayor's view, by many of the masters, in their

answers to his circular.*
Mr. Emerson, the master of the Boylston Writing school says,

"I think it proper to mention, in this place, that we have, the

present year, received, into the Boylston school, a greater num-

ber of females from the more cultivated and better classes of

population, than has been received any previous year. And I

am led to attribute this accession to the incidental credit given

to the Grammar and Writing departments, in the publications

and other measures respecting the establishment of the High

School for Girls."
The masters of the Eliot school "mention as an evidence of

the increasing popularity of the public Grammar schools, since

the opening of the High School for Girls--that a number of

misses of different ages from ten to thirteen, have been admitted

to that shhool the present season who were formerly members of

private schools."
The masters of the Bowdoin school write, "We are comfident,

that the institutiom of the High School lor Girls, hag, as yet,

had no injurious effect on our school;** for we are imduced

to believe that many parents, wishing hereafter to avail them-

selves of the privileges of tha:t school, and supposing their daugh-

ters might be as well fitted at the publlc expense, have sent us

pupils, who heretofore have been taught by private instructers."

The masters of the Franklin school say, in their letter, "The

number of females admitted into this school, during the present

year, has exceeded that of the last by about fifty. We have

heard similar statements relative to the other Grammar schools.

There are, this day, present in our school more than fifty females,

who have never availed themselves of the privilege of the public

shcools, until the present year; but have hitherto been at the

expense of private instr::ctiom."

*perhaps it may be said, that this circumstance goes to show

the inexpediency of sustaining the High School for Girls, as it

would "bring back to our common schools a class of children, from

the education of whom they are now relieved by the predilections,

or pecuniary ability, of parents." p. 16. Be it so,--if sound

policy would deprecate such a result as an evil.

**The Bowdoin school furnished nineteen scholars for the High

School for Girls,--a greater number than entered from any other

school in the city;--and yet the masters, whom Mr. Quincy justly

ranks "among our most efficient instructers," complain of no

"injurious effect." Let their testimony be compared with that

given by those gehtlemen, who were so miserably impoverished,

according to their own account, by the loss of three scholars!

Were the effects of the High School upon the common schools "unques-

tionably injurious,"--"positively injurious?"
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But we have not yet come to the climax of the report, in this

matter. "In this connexion it may be proper to state, in order

to indicate the degree of preparation and expense to which the

establishment of such a collegiate course of studies, under the

name of a High School, would necessarily lead, that the whole

number of girls, in our present Grammar antd High Schools

between eleven and fifteen years of age, is about seven hundred,

that the number of girls, between the same ages, receiving their

education within the city, in private schools and families, must be

unquestionably far greater. Supposing only that the number of

this class be equal, then it is apparent that there will be a great

totaZ of nearly fourteen hundred girlz in every year, [it is so

nominated in the bcnd!"] to whom the benefits of this collegiate

course, at the expense of the city, would be proffered upon the

single condition of becoming fit to enter this schtuoi within that

period of age. It cannot be questioned that the proffer of so

unexampled a privilege would awaken the atrong deaire of every

parent, and female of the admitted age, im the city, to become

partakers of it.," pp. 14, 15,
Assuredly, the school which produces such an excitement

both among parents and children,---such an eager urging and

preFsing forward in the pursuit of knowledge,---must be a most

pestilent and pernicious thing for the community! But how

happens it that the Mayor did not comprehend this direct influ-

ence of the High School for Girls, which 'cannot be ques-

tioned," before he "questioned" the public teachers, to ascer-

tain whether ft did not produce theoopposite effect in their

schools? It was almost unkind in him to animadvert so severely

upon the testtmony of those gebtlemen, wha declared that its

influence, in "damping the ardor" or thetr scholars, was "posi-

tively injurious."
The grand mistake in all the Mayor'E estimates,---which

would prove that "two High School-houses with suitable pre-

parations," would be necessary the first year, "with a certainty

that the numbers and expense must annually increase,"---may

be easily detected. He has taken it for granted that every

girl, who makes an application, is entitled to an admission into

the High School, whether the has made any progress in her

education or not. If this were the fact, would not the exami-

nation of candidates be ammere mockery? No doubt the school

would be unwieldy, if no conditions for admisssion were prescrib-

ed, but it would not be a High School. Nothing is more certain,

than that the School Committee, by judicious regulations, might

confine the operations of the High School for Girls to a single
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houee, "for all coming time." They have only to keep the
required qualifications sufficiently high,---always regarding
fundamental principle, that the course of studies should begin
there, where it ends in the Grammar and Writing schools.

But Mr. Quincy replies, "In oroportion as the qualificatirems
for admission are raised, the school becomes excZusive. Though
nominally open to all, it %ill be in fact open only to the few,
and shut to the many." pp. 16. 1711s is an idea upon which
he has dwelt, with greet apparent complacency, in his late
communications to the wublic. It is distinctly presented in his last
speech to the City Council, and is brought to view several times,
in the course of the present report. That public school must
have a strong hold upon the public=oinfidence, which does not
become unpopular and odious, when -the chairman of the School
Committee, in his official capacit2, proclaims openly the favcx
itism" and "selectl:onr and "exclusion" of the principles upon
which it is established.* Ought sau:h epithets as these to be
applied to the High School, because it was not designed that
all the girls in Boston should acqufre all their education iniit?
Is there either "selettion," or "excllusion," or "favoritism," in
furnishing to every girl in the City exactly that kind and degree
of instruction, which-she needs most? She, who has perfected
herself in all the studies taught tn the Grammar schools, can
enter the High Schoolsof course; if she has not thus perfected
herself, the Grammar schools are mpem to her, and are precisely
fitted to supply her deficiencies, rm this view of the subject,
and I know of no other, our whole school-system is one of "se-
lection" and "exclusion." Children under four and over
seven years of age are excluded from the Primary schools,
under seven and over fifteen, from the Grammar schools,---
under nine, from the Latin, and under twelve, from the English
High School. So, too, the best scholars in the Primary are

*In his report of Oct. 3, 1826, as made to the board, Mr.
Quincy remarks "that if it be the intention of the School Committee
to carry the present High School for Girls into full operation
according to its original scheme, it it their duty to adopt such
measures as shall preclude the examining officers from all temptation,
or suspicion of temptation, to regulate their admissions by con-
siderations relative to the capactiy of the school, rather than by
the real qualifications of the candidates. It is not tao be
concealed that such suggestions, although wholly groundless," is
omitted! In the former instance, Mr. Quincy was expressing his own
sentiments to the School Committee, in the latter, the sentiment
is given to the public, not as nis own, but as the deliberate
and settled opinion of that board.
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selected for the Grammar schools; and an annual "selection"
takes the best scholars from these schools, in their turn, intothose of a higher rank. This argument,--if it should not ratherbe called a popular appeal,---proves too much; it would de-range the whole policy of society. The office of Mayor, forinstance, being in the words of the Mayor, "provided for out ofthe funds of the whole community, should be rectrived by thewhole community." But as only one man can hold this office,no matter how useful,it may be in other reppects,---it should beabolished; for it is an office of "selection" and "exclusion"and "favoritism!"

To obviate this difficulty of "an extlusive character," and toextend this "collegiate course of studies" to all, the Maygrproposes "to arrange all our Grammar and Writing schools soas that the standard of education in them may be elevated andenlarged; thereby making them all, as it respects females, infact High Schools, in which each child may advance accordingto its attainments to the same branches recently taught in thatschool." p. 18.
This is a summary process for manufacturing High Schools,to be sure; and is not very unlike the ingenious method bywhich an eccentric trader declared he had made a thousanddollars before breakfast,---namely, by cutting down his yard-stick and marking up his goods. The amount of instruction,---the number of teachers,---is to be diminished, and the schoolsare to be called by a higher name! Much may be gained, I amwell aware, by a systematical use of the assistance of monitors;but if this plan is a practicable and good one, "as it respectsfemales," why is it not equally feasible with respect to males?The object is, to extend a knowledge of the higher branches morefreely to all. One would like to know how the children in thelower classes are to be benefited, by having the time and attentionof the master withdrawn from them, while he is teaching somesix or eight superior scholars in studies wholly beyond theircomprehension? Or is it a part of the plan, that they shall learnRhetoric, Geometry and Algebra, before they are acquaintedwith Reading, Grammar and Arithmetic? The author of a

communication, made to the School Committee in November1826, after recommending that a thorough acquaintance withall the studies taught in the Grammar and Writing schools,should be required for admission into the High School for Girls,adds, "by an adherence to this system, it cannot be doubtedthat the High School will, in one or two years,---after thosewho were, without sufficient anticipation of the effects, admitted
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the last year, shall have been dismissed,*---become, what itought to be, a school for the instruction in parts of science, towhich the common Grammar and Writing schools, are from their
constitutions inadequate, and for which they were not intended."This writer, it would seem, thought that the High School
"ought to be" of a high and "select" and "exclusive" character;and that "the common schools ware not intended" to furnish
instruction in the higher branches,---nay, that they, from"their constitutions; were "inadequate" to this purpose.To what weight these opinions are entitled, and to what extentthey should have been respected by the writer of the late report,are points for others to determine. I will merely remark, thatthe author of the communication was Mr. Quincy himsatf!

So far, my remarks have been principally confined to topicssuggested in the report; though the order in which they arethere presented, has not been followed in all instances. Whatremains of the task which I have assigned to myself, Oill be
more difficult, because the facts to be used have a personal bear-ing; and it is ever difficult for a man to speak of bis own griev-
ances, without being tedious, or even without exciting distrutt.
But the same motive which induced me to undertake this
exposition, requires that it should be fully and thoroughly
accomplished. It is an ungracious and a thankless office for a
private individual, under any circumstances, to point out the
errors and the mismanagement of men in power; but if it hap-
pens, in any way, that he has been personally interested in their
measures, his motives, however conscientious, may and will be
misconstrued by many. But I shall not shrink from the per-
formance of what I regard as a duty, for these or any otherselfish considerations; and it is right and proper that the publicshould know the truth and the whole truth, on this subject. Iwould gladlylleave the task to other hands; but no other handscan rest upon the ifacts and the documents in my possession. I.will only add that I can hope for nothing, from the result of thisexposition; for I have no wrOngs to be redressed: I may losemuch,--the esteem of many friends. Against Mr. Quincyasa man, I, as a man, make no nomplaint. In all our personal
intercourse, he has treated me with marked politeness and at-

*Reference is here had to another passage in the same com-
munication, which is as follows:--"On inquiry it has been foundthat very many admitted the last year, were very deficient bothin Arithmetic and Geography; and that many now in the High School,might, very profitably to themselves, be returned to the Grammarand Writing schools." This statement, made by Mr. Quincy, duringthe first season of the school's existence, may serve as an apt
illustration to his late account,--from which it would seem thatsome ISO candidates all qualified for admission, were excluded
for the want of room!
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tention; perhaps even more might be said. Regarding self-
interest only, I ought to thank him heartily for the measures
which have been taken, under his "auspices, in relation to the
High School for Girls. But all private considerations are
thrown aside; and, in behalf of a public institution, I speak of
him as a public man.

The Tligh School for Girls, though not in operation, is still in

existence. Having been established by the City Council, of
course it cannot be discontinued but by the same authority. It
is true, "the omission to fill the vacancy, occasioned by the
resignation of the former master," has rendered the intentions
and vote of the City Council nugatory. How far the School
Committee may be justified for this "omission," is a very grave
question. Is that board competent to dismiss all the public
teachers, neglect to appoint others, and thus shut up all the
school houses in the city? It should not be forgotten, that Mr.
Quincy alone is responsible for this"omission;" for it was
occasioned by hie casting vote.

The School Committee will not complain that they hadnnot
abuddant time, to make a seasonable provision for the continu-
ance of the school. My intention to resign at the end of the
then current year, had been known for manymmonths; and the
letter, which will be found on a subsequent page, shows that my
purpose was officially communicated to the board, early in
November. Besides, I informed Mr. Quincy and some other
gentlemen of the Committee, that they might command the best
services I could render, until the first of January, if a suitable
master could not sooner be procured.

It is not my intention to weary the public with a minute de-
tail of all the grievances and alllthe ceases of chagrin, which I
experienced while in the High School for Girls; but a state-
ment of some additional reasons which compelled me, from mo-
tives of a proper self-respect, to abandon that interesting "ex-
periment," at so early a,period, is due both to the community
and to myself. A few facts will be stated, therefore, without
much regard to order, to illustrate more fully the spirit manifested
towards that shhool, and the kind of mortifications to which the
master was required to submit. The teachers of large public
schools, even under the most favorable circumstances, meet with
so many trials and vexations, that they may feelingly say, "suf-
ferance is the badge of all our tribe; but when to these is
added the marked hostility or the almost contemptuous neglect
of their employers, their duties must become all too irksome
to be endured, unless they are either more or less than men.

In a former part of these remarks, I have referred to the offi-
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cial influence which Mr. Quincy has exercised, in the selection
of committees on matters relating to this school. ,A few addi-
tional examples might serve to illustrate the "perfect fairness,"
with which, as he says, "the experiment was conducted," by
"faithful and intelligent public agents;" but one instance, how-
ever, will be given at present. Many others are reserved for a
future occasion, should they be needed. It may be remarked,
by the way, that Mr. T. Welsh, jr.---the same gentleman tbat
uttered the courteous exclamation, "What a farce!" on enter-
ing the room to witness the late exhibition,---was chairman of
the sub-committee for that school, the last year, by the nomina-
tion of Mr. Quincy; and many of the communications which I
have made to the board, from time to time, have been honored
so far, as to be transferred into the hands of the same gentleman.

It was at first determined that, from April to October, the
High School should be kept frem 8 to 12 A. M., and from 3 to
6 P. M. But this arrangement was soon found very incon-
venient, not oaly to those pupils who lived in the more distant
parts of the City, but tdo many others, who wished to take les-
sons, during the afternoons, in branches of appolite education not
taught in that school; to say nothing of the trouble it occasioned
the teacher, in assigning the exercises for different days in a
systematical manner. These circumstances, together with the
frequent complaints of parents and the habitual absence of many
pupils, from the afternoon school, induced me to request the
attention of the Committee to the subject. The plan of having
but one session,---namely,from 8 A. M. to 2 P. M. was there-
fore suggested; by which all these difficulties would be obviated,
and the school be kept the same number of hours in a week as
before. Before this alteration was p....".cd to the Committee,
the scholars were directed to ascertain the wishes of their pa-
rents on the subject, and communicate them in writing. Thechange was desired by one hundred and seven.

As soon as my letter, giving a minute account of all these cir-
cumstances and requesting an alteration in the hours, had been
read at the board, Mr. Quincy hastily forestalled the remarks of
other gentlemen, by expressing his decided disapprobation of my
"very extraordinary proposttion," as he was pltased to call it.

*This speech came with peculiar propriety from the chairman
of the committee for the High School, and was the only one deliveredon that occasion! There was a slight mistake, however, in making
it before the exercises commenced. If Mr. Quincy regarded the
"experiment" as an "entire failure," why did he not say so at
that time,--at its closing scene,--when the attentive and crowded
assembly,--numerous beyond all precedent, in this City, on a
similar occasion,--could have borne testimony to the wisdom and
correctness of his decisJon?

6
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One other member of therCommittee was equally opposed, to thechange, and two others were doubtful as to its expediency; itwas, therefore, determined to refer the subject to a committee.Was it, as both usage and fdecorum requiredA, referred to thesub-committee of the school? By nommeans; for they were infavor of the change, being well acquainted with the facts. Mi..Quincy nominated a select committee for the purpose, consist-ing of those three gentZemen who were not friendly to the measurearokeged1 The two who were doubtful as to the expediencyof the change, ,upon further inquiry, became satitfied that it wasnecessary, and reported accordingly. On the question for ac-cepting their report, Mr. Quincy proposed the vote to nearayttbetAmefollowing words, which were communicated to me at the time,Gentlemen, if it be your minds to adopt this resolution, whichgoes to change the usage established in all our pubZic schools,you will please to madifest it." The vote was nearly unanimousfor accepting the report.
In the whole of this affair the merit of consistency at least,cannot be denied to the Mayor; for when it was first intimated*to him that a change of hours in the High School was contem-plated, he emphatically declared it should not take place!---and that, before he knew any of the reasons, which redderedsuch a change necessary! If these circumstances be corrk.tlystated,--and they rest on the authority of gentlemen, whosewords are not to be questioned,--the public will decide whetherthe charge of management in the selection of committees, wasmade either rashly or without sufficient grounds.It has also been intimated that the High School was ne-glected by those members of the committee, whose duty it wasto watch over its interests and concerns. During the first yearof its existence, the gentlemen to whose particular care it hadbeen intrusted, were ever vigilant and attentive; but, for the lastyear, it was not honored by a single visit from the sub-committee.**Mr. Welsh, the chairman, was in the room but twice; once,
*This intimation was given by a gentleman opposed toethecontemplated change, from the very natural apprehension that, toremain so long in school, would be injurious to the health of hisdaughter and the other pupils. This would have been a most seriousobjection to the measure, had not all the exercises of the schoolbeen conducted with an especial reference to the comfort and healthof the scholars. This was done with so much success, in variousways, and particularly by a regular succession of exercise, studyand recreation, that any iddications of fatigue or of exhaustedspirits, were seldom seen in the school-room.

**I would not be understood as casting any censure upon thesub-committee of the school as a body. Several of the gentlemen,individually, visited the school during the year; but if theirchairman wowld not call them together, it was not their fault.
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when he introduced some meMbers of the Legislature; and
again when he came to witness the "farce!" How many
times did he call together the sub-comm1ttee during the ylear
of his administration? When Mr. Quincy wrote to the mas-
ters of aZZ the other public schools, demanding of them how often
they had been visited by their respective sub-committees, was
it merely accidental that he omitted the master of the High
School for Girls? "I pause for a reply."

One more instance shall suffice on the subject of neglect.
When the High School -was instituted, a course of studies for
three years was prescrillied; but the text-books, for the first
year only, were determined. The higher sections of the
school, having read and reviewed all these, several times, even
before the close of the year, they became impatient to com-
mence the next studies in order, as the lower sections were
pressing close upon them. All verbal applications to the pro-
per officer having proved of no avail, a letter was addressed to
Mr. Quinry,uurging, in strong terms, the necessity of an imme-
diate attention to this subject. The letter was passed into the
hands of Mr. Welsh, and nothing more was done in the matter.
After pressing my request and waiting in vain, for a long time,
I took upon myself the responsibility of introducing such text-
books, as seemed best adapted to the course of studies marked
out by the Committee; otherwise the girZs in the High School
would not have had a book to study, during the whole of the Zast
year! The amount of the responsibility, which I was thus
obliged to assume, may be learnt from the printed Regulations
of the School Committee, which are put into the hands of all
the public teachers for their government:---

"The books used, the studies pursued, and the general class-
ification established, in all the public schools, shaZZ be such and
such only as shall have met the approbation of their respective
sub-committees, or have been introduced by a special com-
mittee, and in due form authorized by the board." Sect. IL
Chap. i. Art. 5.

"Any instructer, who shall intentionally violate any of the
regulations of this board, made for his observance, or shall
counteract any of their orders, duly promulgated to him, shaZZ
immediately, on proof of the fact, be dismissed from his office."
Sec. ii. Chap. I. Art. 13.

The High School for Girls, in the significant language of the
report, "being considered on aZZ sides to be an experiment, if
favorable to be continued, if adverse, to be dropped of course,"
was it not natural to suppose, that the institution would be an
object of peculiar interest and care with the School Committee?
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that its progress would be carefully watched,--its wants, sup-plied,--and its influence, noted? Otherwise, how could the"experiment" be fairly conducted, or the result correctly ascer-tained? How far the school did share the diligent attention andcare of the Committee, may be inferred from the facts alreadystated. It has been seen that their visits were, in one respectat least, "like angel's visits, few and far between!" and theonly written communication from the board with which I washonored for more than a year, was a letter from the Mayor,reprimanding me "in good set terms,"--because the youngladies, of their own free will and motion, had agreed amongthemselves to wear black silk iprons at theLexhibitionlI shall notice one more instance of neglect,--if it meritnot a harsher name, indeed,--and leave it for others to decide,whetheri' the concerns of the school have received that attentionwhich they deserved. The following letter was addressed toMr. Quincy, personaZZy, at an early period of the school's exis-tence, as is indicated by its date; and although it was intendedas a private communication, the extraordinary course which hasbeen pursued with respect to it, demands that it be given to thepublic. The arrangements proposed in it were not such as Ithen wished, nor such as I now think the interest of the com-munity requires; for they were not sufficiently liberal. But Ihad witnessed the fate of the able communication made by thesub-committee of the school, and had been told by gentlemenin the government of the City, that the building of a house wasa measure not to be thought of. The plan I proposed seemedthe next best way,--the only other way, indeed,--to preservethe High School from dissolution. The destiny which wasapprehended, has fallen upon it; and, as one deeply interestedin the success of the "experiment," I hope it may never be open-ed again, unless it be established on that broad and liberalfoundation which was originally contemplated, and which theinterest and the character of the City demand.

Boston, Dec. 2, 1826.TO THE HON. JOSIAH QUINCY.
Dear Sir,--1 rely on the interest you manifest, and the ex-ertions you make, in the cause of public improvements, to ex-cuse the liberty I take in suggesting, for your private considera-tion, some alterations in the present arrangements of the Dernestreet school-house. I say for your private consideration, be-cause I would not be understood as making, through you, anofficial communication on the subject, to any department of theCity government. If, however, the measure suggested shouldapprove itself to you, as an expedient and a good one, I neednot say it would gratify me, to see it carried into effect.
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The alterations, which I would respectfully recommend, are,to close up the present entrance to the school rooms from Bernestreet,--to appropriate each'of the stories in the body of thebuilding, entirely, to the respective schools kept in them,--andto build, on the western side, a projection, similar to the one infront of the new Franklin school house, thirty six feet long andeZeven wide, to furnish the necessary entr es, staircases, anddressing rooms. My leading object is, to obviate, in an easyand cheap manner, the difficulties which have been, and mustcontinue to be, encountered, relative to thetaccomodation ofthe High School for Girls; but I apprehend that other circum-stances, of great importance to the cause of public education inthe City, might result from the changes suggested.To render my views and explanations more intelligible, andto show the practicability and advantages of the alterations pro-posed, I have sketched the enclosed plans.* I would rema.'k,that they are formed with a particular regard to accuracy of pro-portion, -in the several parts:
No. 1 is a ground view of the school house, with the land be-longing to it.
No. 2 is a representation of the High School rooms, as theyare now arranged. This arrangement, which appears to be thebest of which the, house will admit, on its present plan, affordsaccommodations for one hundred and twentytwo scholars.No. 3 is a ground view of the house with the Proposedalteration.
No. 4 represents the High School rooms, on the plan pro-posed, with accommodations for one hundred and sixtyeightscholars. To admit of this arrangement of the rooms, it wouldbe necessary to appropriate to this school, the third instead of thesecond story of the building.
The considerations, which induce me to recommend theIterations, indicated in these plans, to me seem weighty andimportant; and I trust you will excuse me for referring to someof them more particuairly.
At this time, the members of all the schools, and of both sexes,use a common entry. By estimation, from two thousand fivehundred to three thousand individuals have passed through thisthoroughfare daily, the past season. By the proposed alteration,the boys and girls would each have an entry and stairs. Andby placing the boys as indicated in plan No. 3, their presentback staircase might be converted into studies in all the sto-
*Copies of these drawings cannot be given conveniently; norare they necessary, indeed, as a sufficiently accurate idea ofthem, may be obtained from the descriptions given above.
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ries. Each instructer would thus be furnished wilth a small
pr$vate room,--an appendage of such use and value in the
operations of a school, that no house should be constructed
without it.

It is underltodd that the Grammar and Writing masters of
the 3owdoin school, are ready and willing to introduce the
Monitoriea system, whenever the School Committee shall make
such arrangements for that purpose, as are necessary and pro-
per. Now, it is well known that monitorial schools require
peculiar arraogements;---they could not be conducted with
any reasonable chance of success, in rooms fitted up as the
school rooms in Boston generally are. Among other things,
more space for each scholar is required, that the operations mayproceed without disorder and confusion. As, in the applicationof the mechanical powers, we lose in time what we gain in
energy, so, in the use of mutual instruction, we, in a measurelose in room what we gain in power and despatch. By the
alteration proposed, more than two hundred and sixty squarefeet would be added to the Grammar school room; and, with
this addition, I suppose that school might be made to accom-
modate, on the monitorial plan, about as many pupils as it nowcontains.

An opportunity would thus be furnished of making trial of
monitorial instruction, in the Grammar and Writing schools under
circumstancts peculiarly favorable; and, under such circOm-
stances, I am as sure the experiment would be crowned with
all the success the Committee could require, as I am that it
would fail, if attempted prematurely in rooms not properly pre-pared.

As the ushers would no longer be wanted in the Bowdoin
school, the whole expense of the atteration would be saved tothe City, in two years, in their salaries. I will here take the
liberty of adding, that, w,,en the the steps in Derne street
should be removed, a large room might be finished in the
basement, on the corner of Temple and Derne streets, which,if it were not wanted for any pub'fic purpose, would make a very
commodious grocery shop with a cellar annexed, and commnd,
as such, a valuable rent.

If these views are correct, the alteration recommended, whenregarded only in its bearing on the Bowdoin schonl and the
general interests of the City, would seem to be both expedientand proper. But it id principally in reference to the schoolunder my immediate care, that I have ventured to bring thissubject before you.

If I understand.the views of the School Committee, they
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wish to continue the advantages of the High School for Girls
to all qualified to receive them, without so enlarging the sphere
of its operations, as to render a new house and a system of
sub-masters and ushers necessary. I have supposed, I know
riot how correctly, that the late regulation, limiting the attend-
ance of the pupils to one year, instead of three years, was, in
part at least, a measure of necessity, adopted to prevent the
numberof scholars becoming so great, as to require a new
house or an additional school for their accommodation. Re-
garding it in this light,---as the choice of two evils,---I know
not that it will be indecorous to remark, that the measure seems
liable to many serious objections. I will merely allude to thefollowing:--

1. The result of this regulation, is to make a new school
every year. At the commencement of every season, the mas-
ter will be obliged to perform the same irksome and laborious
task. A new set of scholars will come to this hands, wholly
unacquainted with the regulations of his school, destitute of the
spirit with which they are administered, ignorant of the princi-
ples of mutual instruction, and restless under the restraints of
monitorial discipline. It will readily be conceived, that, from
such materials, to organize a school that shall be faithfv, in self-
government and skilful in self-instruction, cannot be an easy
task. It is, inifact, a long and a laborious undertaking; but
with the assistance and example of a class already instructed,
the labor would be comparatively light. Besides, if I may
be permitted to use a personal argument, a man would toil
through the year with but a sorry spirit, when such was to be
the reward of his labors. I am sure no master could endurethe drudgery long.

2. The course of studies, which could be effectually accom-
plished in a single year, would be very limited,---much too
limited for those, who wish to prepare themselves to engage in
the business of instruction; and many of my present scholars
have that object in view.

3. It may be doubted whether so short a term will satisfy
the wishes of the public.

4. The girls, who enter at the youngest age, will be obliged
to leave the school at the age of fifteen; whereas the regulations
of the Committee allow that they may spend another year, at
least, profitably at school. I have now among my pupils two
girls, who have been educated at the public schools, and, although
they are but little more than twelve years of age, who would
pass a thorough and strict examination in all the studies nowrequired for admission into the High School, and in some
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branches not required. By the present regulation these girlswould be obliged to remain two years longer in the public Gram-mar skahools, where, by the constitution of those schools, nothingcould be taught them. It is believed that the age of fourteenis, however, as early as girls will generally be qualified foradmission to the High School. Would it not be well to ethem enter as soon as they can pass a close and critical exam-ination in all the branches taught in the other schools, withoutspecifying any age under which they shall not be candidates?5. Another weighty objection to the regulation in question,is the fact that the master will be deprived of the assistance ofscholars already taught, in teaching those who shall be in thi;1younger class. / could name individuals among the presentmembers of the High School, who would render the City quiteas good service, in teaching a younger class, as any assistantsthat could be given me.
All these objections seem to me to be entitled to some con-sideration; but none of them will have weight against a pro-vision, which shall permit the girls to continue two years in theHigh School; and this can be effected, without any additionalexpense to the City, by the alteration in the school house'which I have ventured to propoSe.
By an inspection of pZan No. 4, it will be seen there arefifteen sections of eleven seats each, which, with three monitor'sdesks, make one hundred and sixtyeight seats. By puttingtweZve seats in a section, as in the present room, there wouldbe accommodations for one hundred and ei§ht.ythree scholars.But With this number I should be able to hear only halfof the school at once, as there would be no space for draftson the western side of the room; but there are some exercises,in which it is desirable that all the school should engage at thesame time; and I have found, by experience, that from forty tofifty minites maybbe saved every day, by accommodatiotas forthis purpose.
The room fitted up to contain one hundred and sixtyeightscholars, would accomodate two classes of eightyfour each.But as scholars would leave the school from time to time, forvarious causes, it is safe to estimate that a class of one hundredcould be admitted every year intc=,such a room. And I do notthink a greater number of candidates, qualified for admissionwill ever present themselves, if the requisitions a:.e kept as highas they ought to be. This consideration, by the way, suggestsanother difficulty relative to the present arrangement; for afterthe first year, there will always be some twenty or thirty vacantseats in the room, unless a selection be made from the oldscholars, to fill them.
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By the arrangements proposed, it is believed the school
would be of a higher and more useful character, and that
the wishes of the public respecting it would be more fully real-
ized. As the master would need no hired assistance, the City
would incur no additclonal expense, excepting the email sum
necessary to make the alterations in the building. While these
were going on, the masters of the Bowdoin school, could take
their sdholars-to the old house in Common stree:; and as my
seats are not fixtures, they might be removed to any hall, which
the Committee could procure.

I am sorry and mortified to trouble you with so long and so
badly written a communication; but haste must be my apology
for the one, and a desire fully to explain my views, for the
other, fault. I am aware, too, sir, that I presume much upon
your kindness, in writing my sentiments so freely. Had I been
writing for the public, instead of your own private eye, I supposeI should have chosen my expressions with more care. But con-
scious that my motives are good,---that I aim only to promote
the public interest, so far as the school under my care is con-
nected with it,.--and that this same interest, in all its departments,
lies near your heart, I trust you will excuse whatever is informal
or unusual in this communication.

I have the henor to be, with much respect, your friend, &c.
EBENR. BAILEY.

It will be observed that this was a private letter addressed to
Mr. Quincy, and that I distinctly detlared, "I would not be
understood as making, through him, an official communication
to any department of the City government." It :as addressed
to him personally, not as Mayor or as chairman of the School
Committee; and, that there might be no mistake, it was left,
not at his office, but at his house. For adopting this course,
instead of presenting my suggestions directly to the board, I had
what I then thought, and still think, good and sufficient reasons;
but if I had been influenced by caprice only, the communica-
tion would have been none the less confidential. But, notwith-
standing these explicit declarations of my intention and wishes,
Mr. Quincy took it upon himself to convert my private letter
into an official document, by bringing it before the School
Committee. Under such circumstances, if it had been submit-
ted to the board in the usual manner, I should have had just
grounds of complaint; although he might have thus indicated a
disposition to make the plan known, and to have it maturely
considered. But this could not have been his object; for it was
introduced as "a long communication from the Master of the

7
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High School for Girls," and was not even read. It was referld
to the sub-committee, of which Mr. Welsh was Vile c*airnan,
and that was the end of the,1 matter. 111c report wa ever de-
manded, or rendered. The gentlemen composing the com-
mittee, were never called together, to deliberate upon the sub-
ject referred to them; nor was the board ever made acquainted,
in any way, with the nature of the plan proposed! The com-
munication remained thethe hands of Mr. Welsh from January
12th to October 23d, 1827, when it was returned to me at my
own request. No reason has ever been assigned either by Mr.
Quincy or Mr. Welsh, so far as I know, for this very unusual
prodedure. If the letter was worth being communicated to the
board, in violation of the expressed injunctions of the writer,
one would think it was worth being read, at least, if it were not
worth a passing notice from the gentleman into whose hands it
had been put.

While the Mayor was making an array of instances, in respect
to which the original intention of the Committee, relative to the
High School for Girls, "had failed," he might have added to
his list one case of reat "failure," which was of some impor-
tance to the master, at least;---he might have said that the
board "failed" to pay the salary, which had been virtually
promided, and which I had a right to expect. I would not be
understood, however, to cast any censure upon Mr. Quincy in
this matter; for whatever might have been his individual wishes
and opinions, they are wholly unknown,to me: unless, indeed,
they may be gathered from the sentiments of those gentlemen,
to whom, as cha}rmen of committees, the subject was referred,
at different times.

In the report of the sub-committee, whichiled to the estab-
lishment of the High School for Girls, and which was unani-
mously accepted by the full board, the intention was distinctly
expressed, that the master should be placed "in respect to
his salary, upon a level with the respective masters of the
Latin and EngZish High SchooZs;" who, it is well known,
receive two thousand dollars a year. This report formed
the basis of all the proceedings in the other departments
of the City government, relative to the establishment of this
school; and an appropriation of the specific sum requested in
it, was promptly made by the City Council. This document
was published in some of the newspapers of the day; and when
I became a candidate for the situation, it was in the full assur-
cnde, thus given, that the master of the school was to receive
two thousand dollars per anv:um for his services. The vote,
fixing the salary at one thousand five hundred dollars, was passed,
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and I wa honored with an election to that office, at the same
meeting of the board. The arguments urged by those gentle-
men, who were in favor of beginning with a less salary than
had been contemplated, were understood to be,---that the school
was a novel expetiment,--that it might not meet the public
approbation,---and that the sumber of scholars might be small.
In addition to these suggeSrtions of common prudence, they
urged that it would be much safer to begin with a salary too
small, than with one too large; siuce, should the circumstances
of the school, after it was opened, require any alteration, it
would be easier to increase than to diminish the compensation
of the master. These considerations were so plausible that
they prevailed at the board; and I was satisfied to accept
the appointment, with the expectations which they fairly pre-
sented.*

After the school had been in operation a few months, and
when the usual time for fixing the annual stipends of the pub-
lic instructers approached, I requested the Committee to place
my salary on the basis originally proposed. I thought the re-
quest would be granted, almost of course; as the doubts,wwhich
occasioned its reduction, no longer existed. My letter was re-
ferred to a sub-committee;and, after a mature deliberation, on
their part, of two or three months,--during which period I con-
tinued my labors, without knowing whether I was to have any
compensation, as mine had been excepted when the other sala-
ries were voted,--it was returned to the board, with a very la-
conic endorsement upon it, signifying that the request should
not be granted! No reason was given for this very flattering
and satisfactory decision. Indeed, I have nevet yet heard a
reason assigned, why the master of the Hig:d School for Girls
should have been allowed one quarter less, or any less, salary,
than is paid to the principals 6f the Latin and English High
Schools. Valuable as are their services, his cares and labors
were, at least, equal in degree to theirs. Excellent as are their
talents and acquirements, his attainments should have been as
diversified, and of as high a character, as theirs. The school,
undeniably, deserved as valuable a master as any other in the
City. If the incumbcnt was not competent to discharge the du-
ties of his office, it was a misfortune that might have been easily
remedied.

*These arguments were communicated to me, at the time, by
the Rev. Mr. PIERPONT, who was then Secretary of the School Com-
mittee; and who, having first proposed the High School for Girls
to that board, was indefatigable in his exertions to render the
institution what it ought to have been--liberal and permanent.
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I am unwilling to speak of my services in the High School;
and yet I may be excused for doing so, as I shall refer only to
their amount and not to their value. The masters of the Latin
and Englilsh High Schools have under their immediate care,
respectively, but about thirty or for-* pupils; and each of them
has several ushers, to share with him the general superintend-
ence of the school and lighten the weight of responsibleness. I

had, under my sole care, more than a hundred and thirty pu-
pils; and in all circumstances of sickness or health, I was
obliged to depend upon my individual resources for conducting
the affairs of the institution. Shall I be told that I had the as-
sistance of scholars? So may every master have. But if the
school had been badly donducted, would the scholars have been
held responsible? IF there had been no improvement, would the
odium have been divided between the master and his monitors?
I am well aware how commonly the erroneous notion is enter-
tained, that the teacher of a monitorial school has little to do,
but to stand like a guidepost in the highway of instruction, and
point out paths to his pupils, in which he never leads them..
Theysystem, when properly administered, can do much; but
do system can be profitably substituted for the active instruction
of a Master.* At least, if there be a "royal road to learning,"
which requires neither study on the part of the pupil, nor ex-
ertions on the part of the teacher, I have not yet been so fortu-
nate as to discover it.

But all these considerations were of so little weight in the
minds of the committee, to whom my petition was referred, that
they did not even think a reason necessary for withholding five
hundred dollars of the salary.which had been virtually promised!
And when I again brought my claims before the board, last
year, the subject was referred, as usual, to a committee, at the
head of which was placed a gentleman, universally respected,
but avowedly opposed to the school. This committee had the
grace to make a report; but, instead of examiniing into the me-

*I regard themethod of monitorial instruction as profitable,
so far as the,services of intelligent scholars,--whose manners are
correct, and whose minds and dispositions are well disciplined,--
are uSed to assist the master, under his personal inspection and
control. But I have no faith in the system, which delegates the
authority of the master to mere childred with untamed passions,
and substitutes the instruction and discipline of such monitors
for his personal services. An instructer ought to be exactly
acquainted with the difficulties and progress and dispositions
of all his pupils; and they, on their part, ought to be conscious
that he has this intimate acquaintance with them. How is all this
practicable in a school, where a single master has the superintendance
of many hundreds? It would seem to be little better than sheer
quackery and an outrage upon the common sense of mankind, to
pretend that such a school can be a good one.
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rits of the case, they were governed by the decision of the lastyear as a precedent,--supposing the former committee knew anddid what was right and proper,--and they rejected my petition,of course.
All who have had the patience attentively to read this recitalof facts, will agree, I think, that but one course remained for meto pursue,---the course indicated in the following letter.

Boston, Nov. 6, 1827.Hon. JOSIAH QUINCY, Chairman of the SchooZ Committee.Sir,--It has become my duty,--and a painfuZ duty it is,--to notify you of my intention to withdraw from the service ofthe City, as master of the High School for Girls, on the firstday of next December. I say painful, because my affectionsand professional ambition have been, and still are, strongly en-listed in favor of that institution; and I had hoped to remain init, as long as I should be able and willing faithfully to performthe interesting but laborious duties of my office. It is presumedthat the reasons which comp-6Z me, most unwillingly, to retirefrom the situation, with which the School Committee have ho-nored me, are already well known to that board; as they havebeen suggested in former communications to you, Sir, and tothem. They need not, therefore, be repeated oh this occasion.
I have the honor to be, Sir,

Respectfully, &c.
EBENR. BAILEY.

In concluding this review, which has been written at suchdetached moments, as could be commanded amid pressing avo-cations, which require all my time and attention, it becomes myduty to repeat that I was not moved to undertake it, either bypersonal interest or'private feeling. It will be readily conceiv-ed that the hostility to the High School for Girls, manifestedby some of the most influential members of the School Com-mittee, on all occasions, must have been a source of deep mor-tification and regret, to a man, whose hopes were all centred inthe success of the institution, and who laboured, regardless offatigue and health and the pleasures of society, to satisfy thvwishes and expectations of its friends, so far as his limited abili-ties would permit. But all these things would have been silentlyborne, if it had not been proclaimed, with the sanction of officialauthority, that "the experiment was an entire failure,"--if anattempt had not been made to satisfy the community, that sucilan institution is, from its very nature, impracticable in this City.It then became a solemn duty to disabuse the public, by show-
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ing the other side of the picture; and to let them know that
tha,"experiment" had been conducted with a determination, on
the part of some leading men, that it should not succeed. They
may be right in their views,--it may not be expedient to sup-
port a High School for Girls; but it is expedient that the citi-
zens be correctly informed on the subdect,--and it is not right,
that the institution should be put down by "indirection."

Facts have been produced to prove that Mr. Quincy had been
uniformly opposed to the High School. In some circumstances,
not of personal knowledge, it is possible I may be mistaken;
but I confidently believe that every thing which has been stated,
can be substantiated either by official documents, or by the tes-
timony of responsible men. The fact of his hostility to the
school is manifest, ahd his unfavorable account of the experi-
ment will be respected accordingly. The integrity of his mo-
tives has not been questioned. Doubtless, they have been pure
and conscientious;--a difference in opinion is no proof of dis-
honesty. But while it is granted that his opposition to the
school may have been founded in a sincere belief, that the inte-
rests of the city do not require such an institution; it cannot
be denied, that, in his zealto put it down, he has suffered himself
to pursue a course of measures, which we should not have expected
from an intelligent and high-minded magistrate.
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THE PRIVATE. SCHOOL. Urbana: University of Illinois, Bulletin
No. 28, Bureau of Educational Research, 1925.

Charles L. Coon. NORTH CAROLINA SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES, 1790-1840:
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(.9) E. W. G. Boogher. 'SECONDARY EDUCATION IN GEORGIA, 1732-1858.
Philadelphia:. No publ given, 1933. (Doctoral dissertation at
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(r) Edgar W. Knight. A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN TEE SOUTH'
BEFORE 1860 Chapel'Hill: University or North Carolina Press,
1949. I, PP. 571-664,

Philip Vickers Fithian Tells John Peck How to Behave as a Tutor in Virginia,
1774.
()) .John. Rogers Williams (ed.)' PHILIP VICKERS FITHIAN, JOURNAL AND LETTERS,

1767-1774.-Princeton, N. J.:. The-University Library by the.
Princeton Historical Association, 1900.

. (2,) John Rogers Williams: (ed.) .THE AMERICAN HISTORICAL REVIEW. January,
1900. pp. 290-319.

. (5) Hunter Dickinson Farish. JOURRAL'& LETTERS- OF PHILIP VICKERS FITHIAN,
' -1773-1774: A'PLANTATION TUTCR OF TEE OLD DOMINION. Colonial
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AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, IV, April, 1890. p. 19, footnote.

New Jersey Requires Schoolmasters to Take Oaths of Abjuration and Allegiance,
1777.

ACTS PASSED II INDEPENDENCE, A.D. 1777. pp. 28, 29.

Constitutional Provisions in North Carolina, 1776.
S) ' Article 19, Declaration of Rights of North Carolina, 1776.

Also Henry G. Connor and Joseph B. Cheshire, Jr. THE CONSTITUTION
OF NORTH CAROLIN'A ANNOTATED. p. lxviil.

(2.) 'Philip Schaff. "Church and State in the United States." PAPERS OF
THE AT1ERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, II, No. 4. New York: G.
P. Putnam's Sons, 1888.

To Peter Collinson (Philadelphia, August 25, 1775).
Albert Henry Smyth (ed.) TEE WRITINGS OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. New York:

The Macmillan Co., 1905-1907. 3: 273-275.

The Whistle (To Madame Brillon, Passy, November 10, 1779).
Ibid. 7: 414-416.

Jefferson's Plan for Education in Virginia..
Thomas Jefferson. RiCTE ON THE,STATE OF VIRGINIA. pp. 243-49.
Also BIENNIAL REPORT OF,THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION OF

VIRGINIA, 1900-01. pp. Lla-LXXV.

Thomas Jefferson's "Billfor the More General Diffusion of Knowledge," 1779.
. Thomas Jefferson. NOTES ON THE STATE OF VIRGINIA.

Pennsylvania Requires. Loyalty Oath for'eachers, 1778.
THE ACTS.OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THE COMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA,

1775-1780.. p. 232..

An Early Protest Against a Loyalty Oath for 1-_-achers, 1779.
Isaac Sharpless. A HISTORY OF THE 'QUAKER GOVERNMENT IN PENNSYLVANIA.

Philadelphia: T. S. Leach and Co., 1899. II, PP. 184-187.

Joshua Bennett's Fine Is Remitted, 1779.
COLONIAL RECORDS OF PENNSYLVANIA (1776-1779). II,.p. 652.
Donald F. Shaughnessy. "Teachers' Loyalty-Oath Laws and Joshua
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*James W. Hill, THE MOVEMENT TO ESTABLISH A NATIOIAL UNIVERSITY
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d g.2 Jefferson's Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom in Virginia, 1779.
Paul Leicester Ford. THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON, II.

pp. 237-239.

In South Carolina, 1779.
Constitution of South Carolina, 1779, Article XXXVIII.
F. M. Thorpe. FEDERAL AUD STATE CONSTITUTIONS. Washington: Govexnmnt
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60.

(t) Paul Leicester Ford. THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON, II.
. pp. 229-235..
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Book Co., Inc., 1939.-

Thomas Jefferson's Bill "For the More General Diffusion of Knowledge,"
Introduced into theLegisluture of Virginia, 1779.

See previous page.
v.) Also Philip- S..Foner.(ed.) . BASIC WRITINGS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON. New

York: 'Willey Book Co., 19440 pp. 40-46.
(4) Paul Leicester Ford.. THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS jEFFERSON, II.

pp. 220-229.

3V Extracts from the Massachusetts Bill Of 'Rights,.1780.
B. F. Poore (ed.) THE:FEDERAL AND STATE CONSTITUTIONS. Washington:

Government Printing O1fice,:1877. Part I, 956.

3c Copyright Law of Massachusetts, 1783.
T HE .LOIS OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS', FROM NMNDER 28, 17'.-0,

TO FEBRUARY 28,1807, '1, pp.94-95.

3( The Legislature of Georia EXpresses Opposition to the Education of American
Youth Abroad, January 27, 1785...

Robert and Georgia Watkins. A DIGEST OF THE LAWS OF.THE STATE OF
GEORGIA. p.:292..

Jefferson on His Plan for Diffusing."Knowledge More Generally Threugh the
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.

Thomas Jefferson. NOTES ON TEE STATE OF VIRGINIA. 1782. pp, 153-156.

t To Sir Joseph Banks (Passy, July 27, 1783).
Albert Henry Smyth (ed.) THE WRITINGS OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. New
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Saul K. Padover. A JEFFERSON PROFILE. The John Day Company, Inc.

pp. 33-35, 237-243, 271-275.

General Assembly of Georgia: Charter of the State University, 1785
I

Richard Hofstadter and Wilson Smith. AlERICAN HIGHER EDUCATIW: A
DOCUMENTARY HISTORY. 1961. -Vol. 1, pp. 150-152. (University
of Chicago Press.)
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Education, February 7, 1785.

Allen D. Candler (comp.) THE COLONIAL RECORDS OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA,
XIX, Part II, P. 378.

Thomas Jefferson to J. Bannister, Jr., on Education in Europe, 1785.
Philip S. Foner. MSIC WRITINGS OF JEFFERSON. pp. 532-33.

Virginia's Act for Religious Freedom, 1785.
Hening, STATUTES AT LARGE, XII. pp. 84-86.
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in London," July 18, 1784.

Jared Sparks (ed.) THE WORKS OF BENJAMIN-FRANKLIN, X. pp. 109-110
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ACTS AND TANS OF THE STANE OF CONNECTICUT IN AMERICA. New-London:

Timothy Green, 1784. pp. 133-134.
Also R. R. Bowker. COPYRIGHT: ITS HISTORY AND ITS LNW. Bosto: ;

Houghton 'Aifflin Cc., 1912.
Noch Webster, A COLLECTION OF PAPERS OM POLITICAL, LITERARY A,11) ;URAL

SUBJECTS. NeW York: Webster and Clark, 1843. pp. 173-178.
Ervin C. Shoemaker. NOAH WEBSTER: PIONEER op LEARNING. New York:

Columbia University Press, 1936.
Harry R. Warfel. NOAH WEBSTER: SCHOOLMASTER TO AnRICA. New York:

The Macmillan Co., 1936.

A National Jniversity.
(/) Edgar B. Wesley. 'PROPOSED: THE'UNIVERSITY OF THE UNITED STATES.

Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1936.
James W. Hill: ''The'Movement to Establish a National University Prior

1 to 1860: A. Documentary History." (Master's thesis at the
University of North Carolina, 19)46.)

Proposals by Onar1L.3 C. Piackney and
on National UniversitY; 1787.

Hunt and Scott (eds.) DEBATES
REPORTED BY. JAMES MADISON.,

James Madison in Constitutional Convention

IN' TPA FEDERAL çONVENTION OF 1787,
Washington: Publications of ,the
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Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 1918. np. 26-28,
42o, 564-565.

cdf Thomas Jefferson toJames Madison, Dedember 20, 1787.
Paul Leicester. Ford. THE WR=INGS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON, TV. p. 480.

ct fic,ricultural and Manual Labor Schools Are Recommended, 1787.
THE COLUMBIA MAGAZINE, or MONTHLY MISCELLANY, AlOril, 1787. pp. 356-3590

r3 Dr. Benjamin Rush to the.Legislature of Pennsylvania on a System of Public
Education, 1786.

D. D. Runes. THE SELECTED WRITINGS OF BENJAMIN RU9H. New York:
Philosophical Library, Inc., 1947. pp..98-100.

J4G,/ Benjamin Rush on Education.
Benjamin Rush. Essay. Philadelphia: Thomas Dobson, 1786.

. Essay. Philadelphia: Prichard and Hall, 1787; Boston:
Samuel Nall, 1787.

5-5-- Speech in the Convention, at the Conclusion of its Deliberations (September
17, 1787).

Albert Henry Smyth (ed.) WRITINGS OF BENJAMIN FRANKLI. New York:
The Nacmillan Co., ,1905-1907. 9: 07-609.

1-4 flOn the Education of Youth in America."
Noah Webster. Essay. A COLLECTION OF ESSAYS AND FUGITIVE NRTTINGS.

OW MORAL, HISTORICAL, POLITICAL A;ID LITERARY SUBJECTS. Boston:
I. Thcmas and E. T. Andrews, 1790. pp. 1-37.

jr77 Boston School Law of 1789.
THE MASSACHUSETTS CENTINEL. September 19, 1789.

371? Boston's System of Public Education.
THE MASSACHUSETTS CENTIMEL. January 9, 1790.

37 Dr. Benjamin Rush on the Occupation of the Teacher, 1790.
D. D. Runes (ed.) THE SELECTED TARITINGs ao BENJAN1N RUSH. New York:

Philosophical Library, Inc., 1947. p. 114.

44 Jedidiah Norse, Pioneer Anerican Geographer, on Imperfections in Geographies
Dealing with America, 1769.

Jedidiah Morse. Preface to THE ATiERICAN GEOGRAPHY; OR, A VIE'pl OF THE
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I

4/ Dr. Benjamin Rush on Proper Amusements and Punishments for Schools, 1790.
D. D. Runes (ed.). THE SELECTED WRITINGS OF BENJAMIN RU3H. Yew York:

Philosophical Librv7y, Inc., 1947. pp. 106-114.

Act Providing for the Support of the University of North Carolina, 1789.
Walter Clark (ed.) THE STATE RECORDS OF NORTH CAROLINA, XXV.

pp. 24-25.
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4!'s George Washington on National University, in His First Message to Conoress,

January 8, 1790.
AIMAIS OF CONGRESS, 1st Congress, I. p. 970.

4'y President James 74adison of the College of "William and Mary Recommends
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Le'oter from Madison to Edmund Randolph, c. January 31, 1790. WILLIAM
AND MARY COLLEGE QUARTER= HISTORICAL MAGAZINE, First Series,
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Extracts from Washington's First Mes3age to Congress, January 8, 1790.
TffE SPEECTMS, ADDRESSES AND MESSAGES, OF THE SEVERAL PRESTIrElJTS OF

THE UNITEP STATES. Philadelphia: R. Desilver, 1825. pp. 36-37.
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TIM MERICAIT MAGAZINE, May, 1788. pp. 370-373.

0 First Copyright Law Enacted by Congress. May 11, 1790.
Richard Peters (ed.) THE PUBLIC .2'.TUES AT LAECE OF THE UNITED STATES

OF ANaRICA. Boston: Charles C. Little and James Brown, 185Q.
Vol. I, pp. 124-126.

er To David Hartley (Philadelphia, December 4, 1789).
Albert Henry Smyth (ed.) THE IiRITIrGS OF BENJA:AIN FRANKLIN. rew Yorlr:

The Macmillan Co., 1905,-1907. 1Q: 72.

4:15
Observations Relative to the Intentions of the Original Founders of the
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Smyth. 10: 28-32.

?e.) To Ezra Stiles (Philadelphia, March 9, 1790).
Smyth. 10: 83-85.

20/ Oa the Slave-Tracle (To the Editor of the Federal Gazette, March 23, 1790).
Smyth, 10: 87-91. ,

Some Rules of Cokesbury College Abingdon, Maryland, 1792.
THE DOCTRINES AND DISCIPLINE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN

AMERICA- Philadelphia: Parry Hall, 1792. pp. 60-69, passim.

,73 Mary Wollstonecraft on Education and Other Rights of Womn, 1792.
Mary Wollstonecraft. A VINDICATION OF THE RIGHTS OF WOMAN. Intro-

duction by Elizabeth Robins Pennell. London: Walter Scott,
Paternoster Row, 1891.

;y apolitical IlLquiries: td 'Which Is Added, a Plan tor the General Establishment
of Schools throughout the United States.0

1

Robert Coram. Essay: Wilmington: Andrews and Brynberg, 1791.

;pc- Report of a Committee of the House of Representatives of Pennsylvania on a
School System, 1794.

J. P. Wickersham. A,HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN PENNSYLVANIA. Lancaster:
Inquirer Publishing Co., 1886. pp. 262-263.



a

Washington to Edmund Randolph, Decenber 15, 1794.
John C. Fitzpatrick Lech) THE WRITINGS OF GEORGE WASHINGTON. Washington:

Government Printing Office, 1940. XXXIV, pp. 59-6o.

Washington to John Adams on the Removal of the College of Geneva to Virginia,
November 27, 1794.

Jared S-oarks. THE WRITINGS at7 GEORGE WASHINGTON, XI. pp. 1-2.

George Washington to Jedidiah Mbrse, 1793.
John C. Fitzgerald (ed.) WRITINGS OF WASHINGTON FRal THE ORIGINAL

IANUSCRIPT SOURCES 1745-1799, Washington: United States
Government Printing Office, 1940. XXXIII, p. 12.

Will!_am B. Sprague. THE L1F.6 OF JEDIDIAH MORSE, D.D. (1874). p. 212.
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Act of the Connecticut Legislature: 1794.
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The Importance of the Rising Generation,
Forbes, Eli, A. M. A Sermon, Preached at the Desire of the Selectmen,

and the CommiT. e for'Inspecting the Town Schools. mewburyport:
Blunt and Marc..

The Importance of the Early and Pi-oper Education of Cnildren, Both as it
Respects Themselves and hankind in General.

Clark Brown. I. Sermon, preached at Wareham, NassachusettE, -lars11 31,
1795. Newbedford: John Spooner, 1795.

Resolution of the Virginia House of Delegates on Education in Europe,
December 1, 1795.
II) JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE-OF DELEGATES, OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA,

1795. pp. 63-64.
(4) Jared Sparks (ed.) "TEE WRITINGS OF GEORGE VASNIi,?TTON, I. pp. 24-25,

note.

George Washington on Education in Euro:ce, 1795.
John C. Fitzpatrick (ed.) TEE WRITINGS OF G tGE l'ASH=GTON. Washington:

Government Printing rTfice0.1904. Vol. PP. 149-7.50.

George Washington to the Commissioners of the Federal District on the National
University, 1795.

Jared Sparks (ed.) THE WRITINGS'OF GEORGE WASHINGTON, XI. PP. 14-,6.

George Washington to Congress on a National University, 1796.
Sparks. XII, pp. 71-72.

The New York Law of 1795, for the Encouragement of Schools.
Robert Francis Seybolt (ed.) Nem-York State Local History Source

, Leaflets, 1919.
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Organiz?ang a Scheel under the Yew York Law of 1795.
Robert Francis Serbolt (transcriber). Records transcribed from A LOOK

FOR TEE EYTREY OF SCHOOLS IN THE TOWN OF WESCI-IESTER, NEH7ciK.

?cifr" The Beginning of Public Education in Albany.
Reproduction of an article in'the lalrYORiC SUN, 1926.

iy" Jefferson to II. D'Ivernois pn Removal of College of Geneva to Virginia,
/ February 6, 1795

Paul Leicester Ford; TEE WRITINGS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON, VII. po. 2-6.

Jefferson to Washington on Geneva College, February 23, 1795.
Ibid., Appbndix, pp. 473-476.

9)(
Washington to Jefferson on Geneva College, March 15, 1795.

Ibid., pp. 19-22.

92 An Act to Establish Public Schools in Virginia, 1726.
ACTS rASSED AT A GENERAL ASSE71BLY OF THE C011aNIWELLTH OF VIRGINIA,

begun November 8, 1796.. Chapter I.

9j Washington in his Farewell Address, September 17, 1796.
THE SPEECHES, ADDRESSES A:r-D MESSAGES, OF TEE SEVERAL PRESIDENTS OF

THE UNITED STATES. Philadelphia: R. Desilver, 1825. pp. 36-37.

4)/v George Washington Comments on Charlotte and Queen's College (MUseum), 1795.0-7
John C. Fitzpatrick (ed.) THE WRITINGS OF GEORGE WASHINGTON.

Washington: Gevernment'Printing Office, 1904. IV, p.

9cJefferson to Mann Page, August 30, 1795,
Paul Leicester Ford. TEE WRITINGS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON, VII. pp. 24-25.

General Francis Marion on Education, About 1795.
P. Herry and M. L. Weems. `ME LIFE OF GENERAL FRANCIS- mAnTon.

Philadelphia: J. Lippincott & Company, 1856. pp. 23f-)10,
46-247.

G)7 St. George Tucker on Morse's Geography, 1795.
WILLIAM A.: MARY WARM= HISTORICAL PAPEa, II, No. I, July, 1%)93.

pp. 182-7.

9j Judge John Tyler to Judge St. George Tucker, 1795.
Ibid., pp. 200-202.

Jedidiah Morse Replies to St. George Tucker Ater on Morsels Geo2raphy, 1795.
Original, New York Public Library.
Photocopy, Southern Histo%-ical Collection, the Library of the University

of North Carr.;lina.

/00 George'Nashington Regrets the Practice; March 16, 1795.
John C. Fitzpatrick (ed.) THE WRITINGS OF GEORGE WASHINGTON.

Washington: 'The United.States Government Printing Office, 1940.
XXXIV, p 149...

1174
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/0/ Washington to Governor Robert Brooke of Virginia, Yarch 16, 1795.
John C. Fitzpatrick (ed.) THEWRITTNGS OF GEORGE wASHTIMTON.

7:7ashington: The United States Government Printing Office,
2940. XXXIV. pp. 149-151.

/0j, Washington to Alexander Handlton, September 6, 1796.
John C. Hamilton (ed.) THE WORKS OF ALEXANDER HA=TOY. New 7ork:

Francis and Company, 1851, VI. pp. 149-150.

/4,3 Washington to the Commissioners of the Federal City, October 21, 1796.
Fitzpatrick. XXXV, pp. 248-250.

/WI Reply of the Senate on Ilational University, Decenber 10, 1796.
ANN.AIS OF CONGRESS, 4th Congress, 2nd Session, p. 1520.

//ag- Commissioners of the Federal City Memorialize Congress, Decerber 21, 1796.
AMERICAN STATE PAPERS, 1I8cEILMEOUS, 4th Congress, 2nd Session,

No. 91. pp. 153-154.

Mt' Provisions for Religious Freedom in Tennessee, 1796.
Constitution of Tennessee, 1796, Art. XI, Sec. 3 .
F. -c;. Thorpe. FEDERAL AND STATE CONSTITUTIONS. Washington: Government

Printing Office, 1909, II. p, 784.
4 a- 9 ,

14;7 New Yorkvs Act for the "Enuouragement of Schools, 1795.
Thomas E. Finegan. FRFP, SCHOOLS: A DOCUTrEMY HISTORY OF THE Fam

SCHOOL MOVEMENT IN NEWYORK STATE. A1ban.y; Unive,csity of the
State of New York 1921. pp. 26-32.

A,Cir: Connecticut Establishes the First Permanent Public School Fund in the United
StaLtes, 1795.

CONNECTICUT ACTS AND LAWS, 1795. go. 487-89.
Also F. H. Swift. A HISTORY OF-PulBLIC PERMITENT COMON SCHOOL FUNDS

D: THE UNITED STATES, 1795-1905. New 'York: Henry Holt 84 Co.,
Inc., 1911.

I.

341T-Dettjettls-P-Iseetilasey-3DeIvelled-at-the-Peaeateli-e-11-54,eI

/4" Incorporating Act for Hartford Grammar School.
THE CONNECTICUT COURANT, August 13, 1798.

ba Dr. Benjamin Rush on the Education of Women, 1798.
D. D. Runes (ed.) l'On the Eode of Educati.on Proper in A Republic.'t

THE SELECTED WRITINGS OF BENJAMIN RUSH. New York: Philosophical
Library, Inc., ?_947. pp. 95-96.

11/ Provisions for Religious Freedom in Georgia, 1777, 1789, 1798.
Constitution of Georgia, 1777, Art. LVI.

(7) 1789, Art. IV, Sec. 5.
(lv 1798, Art. IV, Sec. 10.

F. N. Thorpe. FEDERAL AND STATE CONSTITUTIONS. I* Ungton: Government
Printing Office, 1909.. II, p. 78)4.,

p. 789.
pp. 800-1.
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The General Asse:ribly of Virginia Repeals the Act That Erected Liberty Hall
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ACT PASSED AT A. GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CJIIONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA,
1797. p. 26.

Benjamin Henry Latrobe to Ferdinand Fairfax of Shannon
May 28, 1798.

Benjamin Henry Latrobe. THE UOURNAL OF LATROBE,
by J. H. B. Latrobe. New York: D. Appleton
pp--: 65-82.

John Davis, Tutor from England, Has a Lively Interview with a South Carolina
Planter and His Wife, 1797.

John Davis. TRAVELS OF FOUR TEARS AND A HALF IN THE UNIT= STATES
OF AMERICA. England, 1805. New York: Henry Holt and Co., Inc.,
with an introduction by A. J. T2:orrison, 1909. pp. 51-58.

Hall, Virginia,

-with an introduction
and Company, 1905.

Proposal to Denonstrate ti_a Necessity of a National institution in the
United States of Al1lerica7f, for the Education of Children of Both Sexes. To
Which Is Joined, a Project of Organization, etc. (Philadelphia, 1797)

Amable-Louis-Rose de Lafitte du Courteil. Essay. Philadelphia:
G. Decombaz, 1797.

An .!]sSay on the Best System of Liberal Education, Adapted to the Genius of
the Government of the United States. Comprehending also, an Uniform General
Plan for Instituting and Conducting Public Schools, in Thig Country, on
Principles 1).1 the Mbst Extensive Utility. To Which Is Prefixed, an Address
to the Legi. .-ture of Maryland on That Subject (Philadelphia, 1799).

Sanuel Knox. Essgy. Baltimore: Warner and Hanna) 1799.

Remarks on Fkl,cation: Illustrating the Clcse Connection Between Virtue and
Itasdon. To Which Is Annexed, A System of Liberal Education.

Samuel Harrison Smith, A. M. Essay. Philadelphia: Printed for
John Ormrod, 1798.

George Washington Gived His Shares in the Potomac Company for the National
University, 17994

Jared Sparks (ed.). THE WRITINGS OF GEORGE WASHINGTON, 7/1 p. 570:573.
From the will of George Washington.

Eugene E. Pmussing. THE ESTATE OF GEORGE WASHINGTON, DECEASED.'
Boston: Little, Brown, and Company, 1927. pp. 47-51.

WI Petition for Free Schools in Rhode Island.
Petition of Mechanics lnd Manufacturers Association, of Providence, 1799.
Charles Carroll. PUBLIC EDUCATION IN RHODE ISLAND. Providence, 1916.

pp. 77-78. ,

/46 How the Day in School in MAddlesex County, Connecticut, Was Spent,. 1799.
Visitors and Overseers of Schools, CODE OF REGULATIONS, May 7, 1799.
10TRICAN ANNALS OF EDUCATION, VII, January, 1837. pp. 17-20.

'Teter Parley"- (Samuel G. Goodrich) Describes a Typical Rural School in
New England Around 1800.

Clifton Johnson. OLD-TIiiE SCHOOLS An SCHOOL-BOOKS. New York: The
Macmillan Co., 19o4. pp, 116-117.
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The Legislature of North Carolina RePeals the Law Appropriating Escheats
for the Support of the University, 1800.

Iredell. THE PUBLIC ACTS OF TEE. G=RAL ASSE73Ly OF NORTE CAROLI77A, TI.
p. 150. 1800.

Pierre Samuel Bu Pont de Nemours on National University, 1800.

B. G. Du Pont (trans.) NATIONAL EDUCATION IN THE UNITED STA=
OF AMERICA. University of Delaware, 1923,. pp'

J0e1 Barlow to Jefferson, SepteMber 15, 1800.
()) Leon Howard. THE CONNECTICUT IATTS. Chicago: The University of

Chicago Press, 1943. p. 327.
(z) James W. Hill. THE lii0=T TO ESTABLISH A NATICNAL UNIVERSITY paion

TO 1860: ADOCUT.T.NTARC HISTCRY.. (Master's thesis, University of
North Carolina, 1946.) pp. 78ff.

Correspondence Between Jefferson and du Pont on National Education, 1800.
Dumas Malone (ed.) CORRESPONDEECE BETWEEN THOMAS JEFFERSON LD

PIERRE SAMUEL DU PONT DE NEMOURS. Boston: Houghton Mifflin
Company, 1930. pp. 8-26.

Reverend James Madison, President of the
Corments to Jefferson on Jedidiah :Norse,

IITILLIAPIZAI\TD MARI COLT:FIGE QUARTEPIY

Vol. V, p. 148.

College of William and Mary,
February 1, 1800.
HISTORICAL MAGAZINE, Series 2,

Notes on Education in the United States in the Year 1800.
Peter Oliver. Esse.:. New York: The Hew York Public Library, 19)J4.

john Chavis, Negro, Is Engaged as Missf_onary by the General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church, 1801.

ACTS AND PROCEEDINGS, 1801, p. 7.

Pennsylvania Ni.tkes Provision,for "The Education of the Poor Gratis," 1802.
J. P. lackersham. AL HISTORYOF EDUCATION IH PENNSYLVANIA. Lancaster:

Inquirer Publishing Co., 1886. pp. 263-264.

The Court of Quarter Sessions of Rockbridge Count/y, Virgjnia, Certifies
to the Freedom of John Chavis, 1802.

Order Book No. 6, p. 10.
J. C. Ballach. AHISTCRY OF SLAVERY IN VIRGINIA. p. 110.

The Senatus Academicus Reports a Plan of Education for the University of
Georgia, November 27, 1800.

k) !anutes of the SENATUS AOADEMICUS of the University of Georgia.
e) Verified typescript copy in the Library of that instItution, Vol. I,

1799-1803, pp. 16-19..
Typescript copy of that copy is in the Southern Historical Collection,

University of North Carolina.

Collegiate Degrees Conferved at Jommencement, 1802.
MINERVA; OR ANTI-JACOBIN. Raleigh, N.C., August 29, 1803.
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,/,3 An Address, from an Instructor to His Scholars.
Samuel Pettis.. Address. Windham: John Byrne, 1804.

Essay on the Subject of Education; Together with a Few Propositions, of a
Practical Nature, to be Adopted by bur Respective Churches, for the ?urpose

of Promoting Moral and Religious Knowledge among the Rising Generation.

Anon. Essay. Litchfield: T. Collier & Son, (1605?).

,-
/f,V -The Beginnings of Public Education in New-York City.

"Address" published in New York City papers of May, 1805.
Reproduced in Bourne, Wm. O. HISTORY OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SOCIETY CP

THE CITY OF MW YORK. New York, 1870.

Joseph Caldwell, President of the University of North Carolina,to Jedidiah

Morse, 1805.
The original of this letter is in the Princeton University Library.
Copy in the Library of the University of North Carolina.

Provisions for Religious Freedom in Louisiana, 1804.
Act of Congress erecting the territories of Louisiana and Crleans, 1804.

F. N. Thorpe. FEDERAL AND STATE CONSTITUTIONS. Washington: Government
Printing Office, 1909, III. p. 1365.

Proposal for Establishing a University In Virginia by Subscriptions, Lottery
and a Luxury Tax, 1805.

.

THE RICHMOND ENQUIRER, December 6, 1805.

North Carolina's "Dartmouth College Case," 1805.
TRUSTEES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA V. FOY AND BISHDP, in

.
NORTH CAROLINA REPORTS OF THE COURT OF CONFERENCE, Vol. 5. pp. 57ff.

Edgar W. Knight. "North Carolinals1Dartmouth College Casel." JOURNAL
OF HIGHER. EDUCATION, XIX, March, 1948. pp. 116-122.

The Legislature of North Carolina Roonacts the Law Providing for the Support
of the University of that State by Escheats, 1805.

LAWS OF NORTH CAROLINA, 1805, p. 2.

Tliwei24aRee-ef-,Gellaea451eR7-1-111,184rat'ed-a-an-GilaenT-DeIg:veped-beA:e1.2e-the

President Jefferson to Albert Gallatin, Secretary of the Treasury, November
14, 1806.

Paul Leicester Ford. THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON, VIII. D. 482,
note.

"?

Mid

192.

"e1(

Albert Gallatin to President Jeiferson,-November 16, .1806.
Henry Adams. .THE 'WRITINGS OF ALBERT GALLATIN. Philadelphia 4 J. B.

Lippincott arid Company, 1879. p. 319.

Natiorin.1 University in Jefferson's Message to Congress, December 2, 1806.
ANNALS aF CONGRESS, 9th Congress, 2nd Session. pp. 14-15.

Character of the Boston Schools.Of 1803-07.
Edward Everett.:COLLECTEDORATIONS- Boston, 1850-59.
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The Imoortation of Slaves Is Prohibited, 1808.
U. S. STATUTES AT LARGE, II, p. 426.

Sermon, delivered at Trinity Church, September 229,d 1809, before the
Members of the Boston Female Asylum, Being Their Ninth Anniversary.

J. S. J. Gardiner, A. M. Sermon. Boston: Munroe, Francis & Parker,
1809.

Virginia Establishes a Literary Fund for the Encouragement of learning, 1810.
ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF VIRGINIA, 1809-1810, p. 15.

Thomas Jefferson Declines to Sell Lottery Tickets for the Benefit of East
Tennessee College and Gives Its Trustees Some Counsel, 1810.
(A) THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON, Memorial Edition, XI, pp. 386-88.
rz, Also in Jefferson's "Thouahts on lotteries," given in Thomas Jefferson

Randolph's EETIOIR, CORRESPONDENCE, AND MISCELLANIES, FRONT THE
PAPERS OF THU= JEFFERSON, IV, pp. 428-437.

Madison to Congress on National University, December 5, 1810.
ANNALR OF CONGRESSY9th-Genffeeey-2nd-BeseelaT-ppv-I4-1.5-11.

llth Congress, 3rd Session, p. 14.

The Pennsylvania Pauper School Laws of 1802-1809.
Act copied from J. P. Wickersham. HISTORY OF EDUCATION IM PENYSYIVANIA.

Lancaster, 1886. pp. 263-66.

James

A. School of about 1810.
As described by a teacher,.in a letter to the ANNALS OF EDUCATION,

October, 1831. pp. 468-472'..

The South Carolina Orphan and IndigentSchool'Law of 1811.
GENERAL STATUTES OF SOUTH CAROLINA, Vol. V,.13. 640.
Stoddard. BACKGROUND OF SECONDARY EDUCATION'IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

University of South Carolina.-Bullotin No. 150. 1824.

Report of Select Committee on President Madison's Message, February 18, 1811.
ANNALS OF CONGRESS, llth Congress, 3rd Session, pp. 976-977.

South Carolina's First State-4/11de 'Public School Legislation, 1811..
Cooper. STATUTES AT LARGE OF SOUTH CAROLINA, V.,,pp. 639-641.

The State of New York Provides for Common Schools and for a State Superintendent,
1812.

LAWS OF NEWYORK, for 2812, chapter CCTLII .(Passed June 19, 1812.
Thomas E. Finegan. FREE SCHOOLS: A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF THE FREE

SCHOOL MOVEMENT IN,NEW.YORK 'STATE. Albany: University of the State
of New York, 1921. pp.' 43-51.

The Importance of Education.
Report of a Special Committee to,the New York Legislature, February

14, 1812. ,

Rxiandall: COMMON SCHOOL SYSTEM OF TEE STATE OF NEWYORK, Tmoy, 1851,
PP. 10-11.
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Thomas Jefferson to John Adams on "Natural Aristocracy," October 28, 1813.
A. E. Bergh. THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON, XIII, pp. 396-403.

Thomas Jefferson to Peter Carr, September 7, 1814.
(I) Saul K. Padover. A JEFFERSON PROFILE. The John Day Company, Inc.,

pp. 237-243.
re,/ Philip S. Foner. BASIC WRITINGS aF THOMAS JEFFERSOK,.pp. 730-735.

EARIY HISTORY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA, AS CONTAINED IN THE
LETTERS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON AND JOSEPH C. CABELL. Richmond:
J. W. Randolph, 1856.

History of the United States, from Their First Settlement as Colonies, to
the Close of the War utth Great Britain in 1815. To Which Are Added
(-11estions, Adapted to the Use of Schools.

Neu-York: Collins, Keese & Co., 1838.

President Madison Again Reoommends National University, December ,15, 1815.
ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 14th Congress, 1st Session. p. 18.

The Schools af Boston about 1790-1815.
Ifm. B. Fowle, Memoir of Caleb Bingham. Barnard's AMERICAN JOURNAL OF

EDUCATION, Vol. pp. 325-334.

Jefferson's Reply to Governor Plumer on the Dantmouth College Case, 1816.
A. E. Bergh (ed.). THEHWRITINGS ar? THOMAS dh;FFERSON, XV, pp. 46-47.

Thomas Jefferson to Dupont de Nemours, April 24, 1816.
Saul K. Padover. _A:JEFFERSON PROFILE. The John Day Company, Inc.

. pp. 271-275.

A Bill for National UniversitY, February 20, 1816.
ANNAIS OF CONGRESS; 14th Congress, 1st Session,pp. 1031-1032.

President Madison Again Recommends National University, December 3, 1816.
ANNAlS OF.CONGRESS, 14th,COngress; 2nd Sessionp. 14.

The Committee Makes Favorable Report on'National University, December 11, 1816.
ANNALS_OF.CONGRESS, 14th Congress 2nd Session,.pp. 257-260.

Thomas Jefferson to Colonel Charles Yancey,'January, 6, 1816.
Paul Leicester Ford. THE WRITINGS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON, X, p. 4.

.0bservations ot the Education of Ohi1dren; and Hints to Young People on the
Duties of Civil Life. _ .

,

.

James Mott. Essay. New-York: Samuel Wbod (fr. SonS., 1816..

Early Lancasterian Schools in Philadelphia, 1817.
AURORA GENERAL ADVERTISER. Philadelphia, August 21, 1817.

/;?f Circular Letter from Govennor Wilson C. Nichols of Virginia on a System of
Education far That State, 1816--and five replies.

SUNDRY DOCUMENTS,CN THE'SUBJECT OP A SYSTEM OF PUBLIC EDUCATION FOR
THE STATE OF VIRGINIA- Richmond 1817.

V
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Bill for.a System of Primary Schools, Academies, Colleges and a University
for Virginia, 1817.

SUNDRY DOCUMENTS aa TEE SUBJECT OF A'SYSTEM OF PUBLIC EDUCATION. FOR
THE STATE OF VIRGINIA. 'Richmond, 1817. pp. 35-49.

Bill for National University, 1817.
ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 14th Congress, 2nd Session. pp. 257-260.

Richard H. Wilde of Georgia Moves That the Committee Be Discharged and Makes
Speech on National University, March 3, 1817.

ANNALS OF CONGRESS, 14th Congress, 2nd Session.

Provisions for Religious Freedom in Mississippi, 1817.
Tississippits Declaration of Rights, 1817..
F. M. Thorpe. FEDERAL AM STATE CONSTITUTIONS. Washington:

Government Printing Office, 1909. IV, p. 2033.

PP. 1063-1064.

Thomas. Jefferson on the Education of Nbmen, 1818.
Paul Leicester Ford. THE IgRITINGS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON, X,.pp. 1Q4-106.

The Establishment of Primary Schools in Boston.
Jos. N. Wightman. ANNALS OF THE BOSTON PRIMARY SCHOOL COnITTEE.

Boston: 1860. pp. 33-34.

Report of the Rockfish Gap Commission (Thomas'Jefferson, Chairman) to
locate the Site of the University of Virginia, 1818.

EARLY HISTORY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA AS CONTAINED IN THE
IETTERS OF THOMAS JEFFERSON AND JOSEPH C. CABELL. Richmond: J.
W. Randolph, 1856. pp. 432447.

Report of Archibald D. Murphey to the Legislature
(C) SENATE JOURNAL, 1817-18. pp. 30-42, 49.
(L) Charles L. Coon. THE BEGINMINGS OF PUBLIC EDUCATION

A. DOCUMENTARY HISTORY, 1790-1840. Raleigh: Edwards
Printing Company, 1908. I, pp. 123-146.

(>, (Preceding preliminary report) Coon, pp. 105-11.
ke,) (Plans for internal improvements for North Carolina)

REVIEW, XXX, January, 1821. pp. 16-37.

Provisions for Religious Freedom in Alabama _819.
(i.) Alabama's Declaration of Rights, 1815
(ti F. N. Thorpe, FEDERAL AND STATE CONF _UTIONS. Washington:

Government Printing Office, 1909 I. p. 97.

The Trustees of Dartmouth College v. Nbodw d, 1819:6
4 Nheaton U. S., 463ff.

(/) Walter F. Dodd. CASES AND OTHER AUTHORITIES ON COpSTITUTIW,AL LAW.
St. Paul, Minn.: ,Nest Publishing Co., 1937. pip. 1306-16.

(tiAlso Albert Frank Gegenheimer. WILLIAH SMITH: EDUCATOR AND CI-m=21.
` Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1943.

Congressional Objections to the Proposal to Grant Public Lands for the
Endowment of State Universities, 1819.

AT;IERICAN STATE PAPERS, PUBLIC :ups III, P. 363.

of North Carolina, 1817.

IN NORTH CAROLIYA:
and Broughton

NORTH AMERICAN
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J. 21arion Sims, Famc ...:rican Surgeon and Gynecologist, Tells of His
Early Education in South ,Carolina, 1819.

J. Harion Sims. THE STORY OF MY LIFE. Edited by H. Marion-Sims.
Hew York: D. Appleton and Co., 1885. pp. 54-63.

Regulations for the Schools .of Providence, Rhode Island, 1820.
Report of a committee appointed to revise-the regulations for the schools.
Given in CENTENNIAL REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 1899-1900. pp. 42-L3.

Rules and Contract for Governing a School in South Carolina, 1820.
Typescript cagy furnished by Superintendent J. G. Richards, Jr.,

Camden City Schools, .and verified by Mr. H..L. Watson, Greenwood.
The rules were found among the papers of Mr..Watson's great-
grandfather,Elihu Watson. The document forms a sort of contract
between G. S. Warren and John N. Golding and Elihu Watson .on the
nanagement of the school.

Horace Greeley on "Turning Out" the Teacher in New England About 1820.
Clifton Johnson. 'OLD-TIME SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL-BOOKS. New York:.

The Macmillan Co., 1904. 'Fp. 123-126.
For an account of the uturn.out" 'Elf a teacher in Georgia about 1800,

see A. B. Longstreet'sGEORGIA SCENES. New York: Harper &
Bros., 1850. pp. 73-81.

Early -A'merican State School Legislation.
Digest of legislation, compiled from state histories.

A Conparison of Collegiate Rules at Harvard, the Unilmrsftt of Virginia and
the University of South Carolina, 1820's.

Roy J. Honeywell. THE EDUCATIONAL WORK OF THOMAS JEFFERSON. Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 1931. pp. 279-280.

Eight Letters to and from Joseph Lancaster, 1819-20.
Letters used by permission of the American' Antiquarian Society,

Worcester, Mass,

Schools in IVi,roming Valley Before the Awakening.
Aletter printed in THE WILKES-BARRE (PA.) RECORD, in 1893, and written

by Mrs. M. L. T. Hartman.)

Report of a Lancastrian School Visiting Committee.
,C. C. Ellis. LANCASTRIAN SCHOOLS IN PHILADELPHIA, Philadelphia, 1907.

P. 57.

Address to the Graduates of the South-Carolina Collego, December, 1321.
Thomas Cooper, M. D. Address. Colugbia: D. Faust. 1821.

An Address Delivered before the Maine Charitable Mechanic Association,'for
the Benefit of the Apprentices Library, Thursday Evening, 8th Nov. 1821.

Grenville Mellen. Address. Portland: Argus Office by T. Todd &'
Co., 1821.

Board of Regents of New York May Charter Lancasterian Schools, 1821.
STATUTES AT.LARGE OF THE STATE OF NEWYORK, I, p. 411.

The Establishment ofitheFitStAmerican.High School.
REPORT OF,THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE TOje4E;TOWN MEETING OF BOSTON, January, 1821.
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Provisions for Religious Freedom,in Florida.
Constitution of Florida, 1838, Art. I, Sec. 3.
F. N. Thorpe. FEDERAL AIM STATE CO-STITUTIONS. Washington:

Government Printing Office, 1909. I, p. 664.

James Iladison toll. T. Barry, August 4, 1822.
Gaillard Hunt. 'WRITINGS OF JAMES MADISON, IX, p. 103.

A ?rivate Lancastrian School in North Carolina.
An advertisement in the WESTERN CAROLINIAN, Centre, Iredell County,

North Carolina, November 8, 1622.

/47447 Ibniel Webster on Education.
Barnard. AMERICAN JOURNAL OF EDUCATION, Vol. I, 1856, pp. 591-592.

An Address to Men of Science: Calling upon Them to Stand Forward and Vindicate
the Truth from the Foul Grasp and Perzecution of Superstition; and Obtain for
the Island of Great Dritain the Noble Applelation of the Focus of Truth;
-Whence Mankind Shall Be Illuminated, and the Black and Pestiferous Clouds
of Persecution and Superstition Be Baniahed from the Face of the Earth;
as the Only Sure Prelude to Universal Peace and Harmony among the Human
Race. In Which a Sketch of a Proper System for the Education of-Youth, Is
Submitted to Their Judgment.

Richard Carlile. Address. Second Edition. London: R. Carlile, 1822.
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Observations on the Principles of Correct Eft.cation.
J. Heyworth. Essay. Second Edition. Buffaloe: Published by the

Author, 1823.

Address of the President of the South Carolina College, to the Graduates,
at the Commencement, December 1, 1823.

Columbia, S. C.: Printed at the Gazette Office, 1823.

The Boston School System in 1823.
THE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION PURSUED AT THE FREE SCHOOLS IN BGSTON, Boston,

1823, 56pp.

A Methodist Minister of Charleston Is "Pumped" for Teachiug Negroes, 1823.
THE IiESLEYAN REPOSITORY, Vol. III, 1823. pp. 162-163. .

Adokie Grate Wardle. HISTORY'DY THE SUNDAY SCHOOL MOVEMENT IN THE
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. p. 48.

.-

2;15,,S James G. 'Carter on "This Wretched Mbckery" of Education in Massachusetts,
1824.

"Essays on Popular Education."
OLD SOUTH LEAFLETS, VI, No. 135 pp. 201 2200 214-216.

Advertisement for the Opening of Indiana State Seminary Which Developed
into Indiana Universitr,,n24.

THE INDIANA REPUBLICAN OnadisOnY,'January 7 1824.

Why the District System Displaced, the Township.
W. A. Rawles. CENTRALIZING, TENDENCIES IN THE ADMINSTRATION OF INDIA.NA.

;New 'York, '1903. pp. 29-30.

r



Decline of Free Schools In Massachusetts.
, James G. Carter. LETTERS TO THE HON. NTLLIA PRESCOTT, L.L.D., OF

THE FREE SCHOOLS OF NEW ENGLAND, WITH REMARKS ON THE PHITTCIPLES

OF INSTRUCTION. Boston, 1824. 123 pp.

2.6'47 Triumphs of Intellect. A Lecture, Delivered October, 1824, in the Chapel
/ of Waterville College.

Stephen Chapin, D. D. Waterville: William HastihEs, Nov., 1824.

An Oration, Pronounced at New-Haven, before the Connecticut Alpha of the
Phi Beta Kanpa Society, September 13, 1825.

James Gould. Oratioh. New-Haven: T. G. Woodward ana Co., 1825.

A 7:few York Rate Bill of 1825.
Copied verbatim et punctuatim from a written documont of the oeriod,

obtained by Reisner.

/ o
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gj 2, An Institution to Prepare Teachers.
James G. Carter. Essay VI of ESSAYS ON POPULAR EDUCATT04, published
In the Boston Patrl_ot, with the signature of Franklin, in the minter

of 1824-1825. This essay, February 10 and 15, 1825.

Captain Alden PAridge's Arguments for Military Education, c. 1825.
MISCELLANIES, Vol. 5, No. 17.

A Teacher's Contract'in Texas, 1825.
Frederick Eby. EDUCATION Ir TEXAS: SOURCE MATERIALS. University of

Texas Bulletin, No. 1824, Apri1.25, 1918. p. 94.

An Early Educational "Survey, by the Faculty of the College (Now University)
of South Carolina, 1825.

Original, lost.
(A) Copy by Dr. Yates Snowden, in the South Caroliniana Library (the

University of South Carolina).
(4) Later surveys in Setphen Elliott and James H. Thornwell, REPORTS OIT

THE FREE SCHOOL SYSTEM, TO THE GENERALASSEMBLY OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
1840.

Z14/
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A Discourse on Popular Education, 1826.
Charles Fenton Mercer. Discourse, Princeton, N. J.: D. A. Barren-

stein, 1826.
Microcopy in Southern Historical Collection, the University of North

Carolina,

Difficulties Beset the Monitorial Schools.
Report of a Special Committee, Philadelphia, December 20, 1826.

ANNUAL REPORTS-OF THE C07!:!TROLLERS OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE
FIRST DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 1826.

Observations on the Growth of the Mind.
Sampson Reed. Essay. Boston: Cummings, Hilliard and Company, 1826.
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Address, Delivered before the Philological Society of Eiddlebury College,
on the Evening of the 15th August.

Jonathan C. Southmgyd. Address. Montpelier: E. P. Walton, 1826.

An Address Delivered at Pembroke, in.Presence of the School Committee,
the Instructors, the Pareniz,, and the Children of the Several Schools in
That Town, January 6, 1827.

n)rrill Allen. Address. Plymouth: Allen Danforth, 1827.

Prospectus of the Hartford Female Seminary.
THE CONNECTICUT COURANT, March 5, 1827.

The Massachusetts High-School Law of 1827.
LAWS OF MASSACHUSETTS, January Session, 1627, Chapter CXLIII.

Suberintendent A. G. Flagg of the Common Schools of New York on lack of
Good Salaries of Teachers, 1828.

"Improvement of Common Education." Al-ERIC/UT JOURNAL OF EDUCATION,
III, p. 436.

The Pennsylvaian Society for the Promotion of Public Schools Declares Its
Purposes, 1828.

J. P. Wickersham. A HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN PENNSYLVANIA. Lancaster:
Inquirer Publishing Co., 1886. pp. 296-296.

Josiah Holbrook Proposed a Constitution for the Lyceum, 1828.
AMERICAN JOURNAL OF EDUCATION, III. p. 503.

De Witt Clinton and the Mbrk of the New York Public School Society.
E. A. Fitzpatrick, THE EDUCATIONAL VIEWS AED WORK OF DE WITT CLINTON.
pp. 101-102.

Report on the New York Lancastrian Schools.
Report on Monitorial Instruction to the Boston School Committee,

Boston, 1828.

Review of the Mayor's Report, on the Subject of SchoeIs,,so far as it, relates
to the High achool for Girls.

E. Bailey. Essay. Boston: Bowles 6'4 Dearborn, 1828.

The Effects of Education upon a Country Village.
G. W. Blagden. Address. Boston: T. R. Marvin, 1828.

Report Of a Sub-Committee of the School Committee Recommending Various,
Improvements in the System of Instruction in the Grammar and Writing Schools
of This City. 'Boston: Press of Nathan Hale, 1828.

The Large Extent of the Subjects'of Knowledge, a Motive to Diffidence
and Humility. .

C. Wellbeioved.,: Address.. :York: 'Hargrove, Gewthorb, and HargrOve, 1828.'

2.52-A.aystem of Education'Proposed for the Improvement of Common Schools.
Amos Eaton, A. M. Address. Albany: Websters and Skinners, 1829.

Suggestions Respecting Improvements in Education,, Presented to the Trustees
of the Hartford Female Seminary, and PUblished at Their Request.

Catharine E. Beecher. Hartford: Packard & Butler, 1829.

.439
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"4/ Catalogue of the Officers, Teachers, and Pupils, of the Hartford Female
Seminary, for the Tuo Terms of 1829.

t.S.(.14brk of the Infant Schools Described.
William Russell. AN ADDRESS ON =ANT SCHOOLS. Boston, 1829.

z 5.4 Questions Addressed by theWorking Men of Philadelphia to Candidates for
the Legislature, 1829.

NEWYORK FREE ENQUMER October 7, 1829.
Commons and. others (eds.) .11. DOCTENTARY HISTORY OF AP1ERICAN INDUSTRIAL

SOCIETY, V. pp. 93, 94.

Samuel Read Hall on uThe Requisite Qualifications of an Instructor,4 1829.
Arthur D. Wright and George E. Gardner (eds.) HALL'S-LECTURES ON

SCHOOL-KEEPING. Hanover, N.:H.: Dartmouth Press, 1929. ppf
65-68.

An Open Letter Against Schools and internal Improvenents, 1829.
in THE RALEIGH (NORTH CAROLINA) REGISTER, November 9, 1829.

Arkansas provides for Leasing Lands for the Support of Schools within Each-
Township of the Territory,-1829.

'ACTS PASSED AT THE SIXTH SESSIOY.OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE.
TERRITORY OF ARKANSAS, 1829,-;pp. 127-131.

Tennessee Established a System of Common Schools, 1830.
ACTS PASSED AT THE STATED SESSION.OF THE EIGHTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE.STATE OF TENNESSEE, 1829, pp. 140-147.

Report of the Wbrking-Men's Committee of Philadelphia.
WORKING-MANIS ADVOCATE, of Naw York, March 6, .1830.
MECHANtCS' FREE pRESS,. of Philadelphia.

Messages ofGovernors'of States on Education, 1831.
AMERICAN ANNALS OF EDUCATION, I, p. 131.

2,4,3 The Origin and Early YeaLs of the American Institute of Instruction, 1630.
Albert E. Ninship..-.1'The Americah Institute of Instruction."' .National

Education Association,FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY VOLUME, 1857-1906.
pp.11.57-61.

Pestalozzian Department in.a Kentucky School.i.1830.
PROSPECTUS OF THE.REV. MR. PEERS'S SCHOOL.... Lexington: Joseph G.

. Norwood, 1830.

Joseph Gales, Whig Editor of.a Raleigh'Newspaper, Praises Ohavis and His
School, 1830.

THE RALEIGThREGISTER, April 22, 1830.

Stephen Girard Providesfor a .College in Philadelphia for 4Poor Male Ilhite
Orphans, 1330..

.

Items XX-XXII of the will of Stephen Girard, Feb. 16, 1830. Copy.
. provided by,Girary,College.-

PlatforM of the BostonWOrking hen'S-Party, 1830.
BOSTON COURIER, August' 28,!1830.':.'
Commons.and others' .(eds.)- A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF .VERICAN INDUSTRIAL

'SOCIETY V,4 pp. 180-189.
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Public Schools Not a Province of Govrnment 1830.
PHILADELPHIA NATIONAL GAZETTE, July 12, 18300
Commons and others (eds.) A. DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF .ARICAN.INDUSTRT,IL

SOCIETY, V., pp. 108-109.

An. Argument Against PUblic Schools, 1830.
Ibid., July 10, 16304
Ibid., V, pp. 107-108.

Economic Status in Ohio in 1830.
Routledge,.R. M. EVERYDAY ECONOMICS, pp. 22-23. Houghton Mifflin

Co., Boston, 1929.

The American Change in Social Philosophy.
Milliam F. Russell. IN ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DEAN OF TEACHERS COLLEGE,

Columbia University, 1931, p. 12.

Children in the Philadelphia Factories, 1530.
Communication, signed wMany Operatives,# to the MECHANICS FREE

PRESS, August 21, 1630.

aAddressn to 'Workingmen 'on Education.
MECHANICS1 FREE PRESS-, Philadelphia, July 10, 1830.

Report of the Working-Men's Committee of Philadelphia.
WORKING-IWT'S ADVOCATE, of New York, March 6, 1630.
MECHANICS' FREE PRESS, of Philadelphia.

0;errEarly Expectations as to School Support.
Philadelphia NATIONAL GAZETTE, August 19, 1830.

Education Demands a Leisure Class.
Editorial in the PHILADELPHIA NATIONAL GAZETTE, July 10, 1830..

2-57 Government Cannot Provide General Education.
Editorial in the,PhILADELPHIA NATIONAL GAZETTE, July 12, 1830.

2S-1 Status of Education in Pennsylvania by 1830.
Memrial to the legislature of the Pennsylvania Society for the

Promotion of Public Schools, 1830.
ANNALS OF EDUCATION, August, 1831.

The Columbian Mbnitor: Showing the Influence of Education and Its Importarice,
Particularly in the United States.

Thomas Pratt. Harrisburg: Montgomery and Dexter, 1830.

Six Essays o5. Public Education.
NEU-YORK DAILY SENTINEL. 1830.

The Pursui:, of Literature and Science Compatible with Habits of Business.
David Alphonso Talboys. Essay.

An Address, Delivered at Ipswich, before the Essex County Lyceum, at Their
First Annual Meeting, May 5, 1830.

Daniel Appleton Mhite. Salem: Foote et. Brown, 1830.

2-C
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An Address, Delivered before the Peithessophian and Philoclean Societies of
Rutgers College.

William Wirt. New-Brunswick, N. J.: Rutgcrs Press, 1830.

Lecture on Mbral Education, Delivered in Boston, before the American Institute
of Instruction, August 26, 1831.-

Jacob Abbott. Boston: Hilliard, Gray, Little and Wilkins, 1831.

Discourse on Education, Delivered in the Reformed Dutch Church 1z1 Broome
Street, on Sabbath Evening the 30th of January, 1831, for the Benefit of
the Sunday Schools Connected with Said Church.

Jacob Brodhead. New York: William A. Mercein, 1831.

An Address Delivered at the Oneing of EameS and Putnam's English and Classical
Hall, Brooklyn, Long Island, :4arch 24th, 1831.

Theodore Eames. New York:,Sleight &Robinson, 1831.

Inaugural Address .
William C. Larrabee, A. H. Cazenovia, N. Y.: J. F. Fairchild and

8on, (1832?)

An Address, Delivered befere the,Charleston Infant School S6ciety.
Thomas House Taylor. Charlestom.: J. S. Burges, 1831..

The Science of Education: an Inaugural Address.
Rev. VIlbur Fisk,'D. D. New York: M'Elrath & Bangs 1832.

Messages of Governors of States on Education, 1831.
A:MERICAN ANNALS OF EDUCATION, I, p. 1319r 125.

Evidence of Interest in. Manual Labor Schools, 1831.
Editorial, AMERICAN ANNA'S OF EDUCATION, I, January, 1831, p. 37.

A Meeting Is Held in Washington to Promote Interest in Sunday Schools 1831.
AMERICAN ANNALS OF EDUCATION, I, p. 178.

The American Lyceum Is Organized, 1831.
Ibid., PP.. 373-376. (pp. 273-76 according to another source.)
Also CPcil B. Hayes." THE AMERICAN LYCEUM: ITS HISTORY APD CONTRIBUTION

,TION, Th11etin 12,192 United States Office of Education.

as Applied in New York 'Ity.
iau OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF TEE CITY OF NEWYORK, 1784-1831, Vol. II,

as transcribed by R.F. Seybolt.

A Resolution Favoring a Public School Law.
AMERICAN ANNALS OF EDUCATION, January, 1832, p. 85. Quoted from THE

UNITED STATES GAZETTE, Philadelphia, December, 1931.

The Philadelphia' Society, for the Establishment and,Support of Chatity Schools.
, AMERICAN ANNALS OF EDUCATION, Vol. II, June, 1832, pp. 285-286.,

Z.074/ The I
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4.171. North Carolina Forbids Slaves or Free Negroes to Preach, 1831.
LAWS OF NORTH CAROLINA, 1831-1832, Chapter IV.

e71 The General Assembly of Virginia Prohibits the Teaching of Slaves, Free
Negroes, or Mulattoes to Read or Write, 1831.

SUPPLEMENT TO TBE REVISED CODE OF TIM LAWS OF VIRGINIA, RICHMOND, 1833,
chaPter 186.

Alabama Forbids the Teaching of Slaves to Read or Write 1832.
ACTS PASSED AT THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL SESSION OF TfiE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA, 1831-1832, p. 16.

Extracts from the Message of Governor Wblf to the Legislature of Pennsylvania,
1833.

J. P. Wickersham. A HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN PENNSYLVANIA. Lancaster:
Inquirer Publishing Co.. 1886, pp.262-263.

an How to Prevent the Evils of Mhisperlang Among Pilpils and Their Leaving
Their Seats, 1833.

Jacob Abbott, THE TEACHER; OR MORAL INFLUENCES EMPLOYED IN THE INSTRUCTION
AND GOVERNMENT OF'THE YOUNG. Boston: Peirce and Parker, 1833.
PP. 34-38.

2,73 Massachusetts Establishes Complete Religious Freedom, 1833.
constitution of Massachusetts.
THE GENERAL LAWS OF THE COMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 1921, I, p. xc.

4iry Real Purpose of the Infant Schools,
REPORT OF TIM BOSTON INFANT SCHOOL SOCIETY, 1833; as reported in

AHERICAN ANNALS OF EDUCATION, Vol, III, pp., 296-298.

.21,Fc... The Religious Instruction of Slaves in r.;outh Carolina, 1834.
Jommcivi ANNALS OLP EDUCATION AND INSTRUCTIOg August, 1834, P. 306.

2,4/ The General Assembly of South Carolina Prohibits Slaves from Being Taught
to Read or Write, 1834.

ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF SO= CAROLINA PASSED
IlkDECEMBER, 1834,Chapter 5.

2gt7 Mary Lyon on the Purposes of Mbunt Holyoke Seminary, 1835.
'OLD SOUTH LEAFLETS, VI, No. 145, pp. 425-428.

The Catholepistemiad or University of Mfchigania Is Established, 1817.
(1.1 LAWS OF THE TERRITCRY OF MICHIGAN, II, pp. 105-106. Given in RE. -MR

OF TI1E UNIVERSITY ap MICHIGAN, 1817-1837. Ann Arbor: Publislit,u
by the University, 1935. pp. 3-5.

(2.0 Andrew. Ten-Brook. AIERICAN STATE UNIVERSITIES AND THE UNIVERSITY OF
MICHIGAN. Cincinnati, 1875.

cvE. E. Brawn. TIM ORIGIN OF TIM AMERICAN STATE UNIVERSITIES. University
of California Press, 1903.

An Appeal for Tax-Supported Schoolsv-Thaddeus Stevens.
Reprinted from HAZARDIS REGISTER OF PENNSYLVANIA Vol. 15, No.'18,

May 2, 1835.. 'pp. 283-287.
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Some.Questions Proposed for Discussion at the Fifth Annual Convention-of
the American Lyceum, 1635.

AM7RICAN ANNAIS OF EDUCATION,.V p. 267.

The Ground of the Free-school System.
Horace Mann. TENTH ANNUAL REPORT as Secretary of the Massachusetts

State Board of Education. Boston,1646.

First Steps of a Practical Education--Benjamin Franklin.
William Kent Gilbert. HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE & ACADEMY OF PHILADELPHIA

.... Philadelphia, 1863, first printed in January, 1751.

Two Letters, 1865--Schools As They:Were in The United States Sixty and
Seventy Years Ago.

Undenominationalism as a Principle of Primary Education.
Robert Campbell Mbberly, D. D. Essay. London: John M.urray,

Education of the Founding Fathers of the Republic.
James J. Walsh. Fordham University Press (New York), 1935.

Glimpse of Colonial Schools.
Agnes E. Benedict, PROGRESS TO FREEDOM: 1942. PP.

A Plan of Education for a Republicy-Benjamin Rush.
Dagobert Runes. SELECTED WRITINGS aF BENJAMIN RUSH. 1947.

PP. 97-100. .

The Secretary of the Treasury to the President of the Senate on the Shares
of Stock Which Washington Left for the National University, 1905.

SENATE DOCUMENTS (Serial .No. 4766), Vol. 4, 58th Congress, 3rd Session,
1904-1905, DOcument 164, pp. 1-2.

1902.

21-27.

Antebellum educational leaders and influencing forces.
(1) Edgar W. Knight. EDUCATION IN THE UNITED STATES. Third revised

edition. Boston: Ginn et. Co., 1951. Chapters VII and VIII.
Newton Edwards and Herman G. Richey. THE SCHOOL IN THE AMERICAN 'SOCIAL

qama. Boston: Houghton Milllin Co. , 1947. Part Two.

Interest in the South in Lancasterian Methods.
"Edgar W.'Khight. THE:NORTH CAROLINA HISTORICAL

1948, pp. 3777-402._

Higher Education.
Charles F. Thwing. A HISTORY OF NIGHER EDUCATI

York: D. Appleton-Century Co., 190(
Donald G. Tewksbury. THE FOUNDING OF

1/4,1 BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR. New York: Teachers
University, Bureau of Publications, 1932.

..lra Some Fly-Leaf Scribblings of Children in.the School-Books in the Early Days.
Clifton Johnson.. OLD-TIME SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL-BOOKS. New York:

The Macmillan Co., 1904. pp. 153-157.

REVIEW, .)0V, July,

Or -T AMERICA. New

COLLEGES ATID UNIVERSITIES
College, Columbia.

The College SloWIrphanges.'
Richard:.Hofstadter's.and:.G.DWitt,HardY. DEVELOPMENT AND SCOPE OF

HIGHERHEDUCATION'INTHE.:UNITED STATES,).952: pp'. 9-23.- . H
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The American Bibliography of Charles Evans.
Ropsr Pattrell Bristol.. Worcester, Mass.: American Antiquarian

ociety, 1959. (Vol. 14--IndeX.)

Chronological List of Titles & Dates of Laws Relative to Edacation 1777-
1850.

In rew York State 830 laws pertaining to education were passed
between 1781 and 1850. Of these lAws 403 Were passed during the first
50 years or from 1781 to 1831, and 433 were passed between 1831.(and
'of 1831) and to the beginning of 1851. These laws were exclusive
of acts for incorporation of academies. 264 Acts of Incorporation of
academies were passed between 1787 and 1850, and 70 Acts granting
means of support to individual academies, between 1797 and 185G.

.Total educational iegislation for-the period 1781-1850- came to 1164.

if>r Proposals Relating to the Education of Youth in. Pennsylvania by Benjamin
Franklin.

Benjamin Franklin. THE PAPERS OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. Edited by Leonard
W. Labaree. L. vols. New Haven: Yale University Press 1961.
Vol. 3, pp. 397-419.
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ON ACADEIES

Academy Life As Described. In Newspapers.
(j) Durmer Acader.v.

Boston New-letter MerCh 10,. 1763.

(:41 Phillipsl Accdery, Andover:
Salem Gavette, July,-.30 1793.:

(V Plainfield Academy.
New London ',?-a.zette, September 21, 1787.

(49New 1,111ford Academy. .

Richmond Enquirer,,January 6, .1825.

(S") Ellington Acadery.
Connecticut Courant, JUly,

(g.2.Lumberton Academy.
.- Fayetteville ..Observer,'May 8,.18480

4, 1829.

Subjects and Dates 'When Added to the Curriculum of New York Academies.
George F. Miller. TIIE ACADEMY SYSTEM OF THE STATE OF NEW yonK.

Albany: J. B. Lyon, 1922.

A Discourse on Education, Delivered at the Dedication and Opening of Bristol
Academy.

Simeon Doqgett. Newbedford: J. Spooner, 1797.

A Discourse on Education Delivered before the Trustees of the Zerby
Academy.

David Barnes, D. D.'. Boston: Manning & Loring, 1803.

Importance of Education, Illustrated in an Oration, Delivered before the
Trustees, Preceptors &Students of Leicester Academy.

Rev. Aaron Bancroft. Worcester: Thomas & Sturtevant, 1806.

A Discourse on Religious. Education; Delivered at Hingham, Nay 20, 1818.
Before the Trustees of the Derby Academy.

Andrews Norton, A. M. Boston: Wells and Lilly, 1818.

An Oration, on Education; Delivered at Norwich, Vt. Sept. 5, 1831, on the
Eleventh Anniversary of the American Literary, Scientific and Military
Academy.

. H. Seymour. Norwich,Vermont,. 1832.

Act to Establish Wadesboro (North Carolina) Academy 1791..
Chapter XXXII, Laws 1791.

Nadesborough Academy Opened 1803.
Raleigh Register, nay 9) 1893.

Wadesborough Fourth of. July Celebration.
Raleigh Register, December. 17,.,1819.



Wa.desborough Superintendents.'
YRALEIGH REGISTER, December 17, 1819.

5d/r Assistant at Anson Academy.
RATRIGH REGISTER, May26, 1820.':

Union:Hill Academy Fourth of. July.Celebration.
RALAIGH STAR, July'29, 1809,

52-6

52 /

Hyco Academy.
THE STAR, Raleigh, June 19, V831.1....

Springfield Academy.
, RALEIGH REGISTER, September 241804.

'Thursday, July 7, 1831.

5.E.t. Miss Prendergast's School.
RALEIGH REGISTER, October 2, 1818.

"323 Milton Female Academy, 1819.
RALEIGH REGISTER,, Decer 31, 1819.

5gei Pickard's School.
t. RAIEIGH REGISTER;':December 3, 1824.

..32,S :Kiss Ballantine's Seminary.
RALEIGH REGISTER; JUne:10;1800-

32.11' Pittsborough Academy.
RALEIGH REGISTER; July..28- 1801..

ilune 8, 1802.
February 25; 1805.
April 7,.1806.,

A-28

3;7 Death of Principal of"Hagerstewn Academy.
RALEIGH pEGISTait, February 6, 1818.

,

52.1 New Bern Academy Plan:of-Education,:1823.
Pamphlet: Laws fez. the' Government Of New Bern Academy, with the

Plan of Education AnneXed. :lciew Bern:. S. Hall, 1823.

Saleva.Frale Academy Ppens 1826.
RALEIGH REGISTERi MAY 19, 1826..

3,0 01emmonsville Academyin 1837.
PALIEGH STAR, January.26, 1837.

>5) Louisburg Academy Legialai:lon 1802.
(North Carolina) Laws 1802, chapter =VIII.

Li
Matthewj)ickinson Opens. Franklin. AcadeMy in 1805.

-RALEIGH REGISTER;:.DeceMber.171804.-

413 Franklin Academy vakfflaxzwa, /avow
RALEIGH REGISTER, December 30, .1805.

Announcement.for 1806.
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Hill Academy Needs an English Teacher.
THE STAR, April 3, 1812.

Hill Academy Has New Principal.
THE STAR, 15ay 17; 1837.

Farmwell Grove Academvin 1837.
THE STAR, June,21;:1837.

Enfield Academy, 1823.
RALEIGH REGISTER, December 30,:1823.

Enfield Academy under Thomas Ragsda1e; 1828.
THE STAR, December 4, 1828.

Hyde Park Academy,.1828.
THE STAR, December 25, 1828.

Scotland Neck Female Seminary.
THE STAR, January,.12.

a4arlotte Academy under-the Cottrells,'1825.
UATAWBA JOURNAL, DeCember.13,

Charlotte Kale Academy, 1826.
' CATAWBA JOURNAL; january 17, 1826..

Charlotte Female Academy EXaminations,-1826.
CATANBA JOURNAL,, June'6,,1826.

Northampton Academy; 1835.-
THE STAR,June 23, 1835,

The Northampton SchoOl.
THE STAR, Raleigh, N. C., December:17, 1835.

NOrthampton Academy.
THE RAIEIGH STAR, June 28, 1837,

. October 30, 1837.

Hillsborwagh Academy.'
THE REGISTER, June 15; 1839

18.r.
August. 10, 1839.
November 23, 1839,

eEory's -Boarding School, :1808.
RALEIGH REGISTER, Janiaary 7, 1808:.

Hawrield Academy, 1808.
RALEIGH REGISTER,

Moiut Pleasant Academy.
RALEIGH:REGISTER,

A-29
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junto Academy.
RATZaGH REGISTER, DeceMber 17, 1838.
RALEIGH STAR, March 20, 1839.

Edenton Academy, 1805._
HALIFAX JOURNAL, May 13,'1805.

Euphronian AcadeMY, 1812.
THE STAR, Apri1,17, 1812.

Asheborough Female Academy.
SOUTHERN CITIZEN, June 143'

NOVember
NoveMber
NoveMber

1839.
1, 1839.
15, 1839.
29, 1839.

35-5Thalisbury Academy.- -

'WESTERN CAROLINIAN, March 13, 1821.
' April:17, 1821.
' .May-8,-1821.
.Alay 1.5, 1821.
,I.Une 25, 1822.
ApriI I, 1823:

Warrenton Academy. .

'THE HALIFAX (N. C..) JOURNAL, MaY4, 1805.
RAT:RIGH REGISTER, November 24, 1806.

1810,-;

July 10, '1812.
December 11,1012,

:June 3, 1814.':'
'November25,,:1814,
'December 26, 1818,
Apecember,11, 1818.
DeceMber 3, 1819.
June 23, 1820,

- yseptember 22, 1820.
377 THE STAR, October 6, 1820.

RATEIGH REGISTER,:Pctober 26; 1821.
N.,97 4, 1822.-
June 6, 1823.:.:':

12,1823.
.June
HDecetber 31,1824.
DeceMber 6, 1825.
.,1lovember-28, 1826.
January 1, 1828,''
,December,28, 1832.

THE.STAR, JanuarY:10,::1834:
P.A..4,2;t2rW-11EG;STIP.T!

,

I

1
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Falkener's Young Ladies
RALEIGH REGISTER,

I School.
January 19,'1802..
Decenber 17, 1804.
January 144 1805.
April 8, 1805.,
Decenber 30, 1805.
January 6, 1806.
February 2, 1807.
DeceMber 17, 1807.
June 2, 1808.

PliotsbelYeagh-Aeade),Iyy Teachers Wanted.
RAIW,IGH REGISTER, April 14, 1801,

January 21, 1808.
Septenber 29, 1808.
November 24, 1808.
March 9,1809. .

March 14, 1811.
December 27, 1811.
January 3, 1812.

THE STAR, Jenuary 3, 1812.
RALEIGH STAR, March 6, 1812.
THE RALEIGH MINERVA, Friday, Augubt 7 1818'.
RATgIGH REGISTER, August 14, 1812.
RALEIGH STAR, SepteMber 25, 1822.

- October 12, 1812.
Decenber111, 1812.-

REGISTER, July 23, 1813.
STAR.; SepteMber 17, 1813,
REGISTER Decenber,9, 1814.

December.9, 1814. '

June 18,1619.-
'September 8, 1820.
)Decenber 15,..1820.
'YNovember 244..1820.
NOvenber 10, 1820.
October 27, 1820.
Septemben.8 1820..
AugUst 25, 1820.
June 23, 1820.
MAy 19, 1820. ,

, February 4, 1820.
REGIS'IER;BALE.P;14.-111,7-41-17. June

, November 15, 1822.
331.F3 UESMUN CAROLINIAN, October 26, 1823.
57,1 THE STAR,,Raleigh February 7, 1834.
91.577. THE STANDARD, ,January,30, 1835.

.March 13, 1835.
X0P,c 'WILMINGTON ADVERTISER,- January 29;1836.
..;77 RAIEIGH REGISTER, September-5, 1837,

October 23 1837,
'Decenber.!4,
.peCember:23,

pctolzier 15, :1838.
'Jlin& 22, 1839,
fleceMber, -28 :1839.

3g3
Z4.7

);$7

341
97 0

p71.

RAIEIGH STAR,
RALEIGH REGISTER

RALEIGH
RATAIGH
RALEIGH

RALEIGH

A-31

1821 :



3 7? Chevalier Quesnay do Beaurepaire's Acadeny of Sciences and Arts in Richmond.
Statutes and Prospectus. Paris, .1788.
Cow in the Library of the University of Virginia.
Microcopy in Southern HistoricalCollection, the University of North

Carolina.
English translation from FIFTEENTH ANNRAL REPORT'OF THE LIBRAYE BOARD

OF THE VIRGINIA STATE LIBRARY:, 1917-1918., pp. 12ff.

Early Academins in North Carolina.
Coon, Charles L. NORTH CAROLINA SCHOOLS-AND ACADEMS,.1790-1840.

Raleigh, 1915..,

lab Character of the Early:Academies.
W. E. Faught. fl-Early Academies;. their Rise and Influence,n 1930.

3r) The Lancastrian Plan'in a North. Carolina Academy.
RALEIGH REGISTER, Raleigh, North.. Oarolina, 1814, 1815.

572 The Opening of Newark Academy' in New Jersey Is AnnOunced 1775.
.RIVINGTON'SlmuTcex GAZETTEER March 23, 1775.

Charter of Liberty.Hall Academy, North:. Carolina,'1777.
Water Clark (ed,) -THE STATE RECORDS OF-NORTH CAROLINA

Phillips Andover Academy, Massachusetts, Is Chratered, 1780.
ACTS ArD LAWS OF MASSACHUSETTS; 1780, pp. 327-329.

c`f An Account of School Life at Phillips Andover Academy, 1780.
'A letter from the first'principal Eliphalet Pearson, to the trustees

in 1780. Given in M. E. Drown and H. G. Brown, THE STORY OF
JOHN ADAMS, A NEW ENGLAND SCHOOLMASTER, New York: Charles
Scribner's Sons, 1900, pp. 47,48.

:71C Sara -Bache to Benjamin Franklin'on Quuonay's Academy, 1783.
H. B. Adams, THOMAS JEFFERSON AUD THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA.

Washington: Government Printing Office, 1888, p. 24.

Announcement of Quesnay's Academy of Arts and Sciences, 1786.
VIRGINIA INDEPENDENT CHRONICLE, August 30, 1786.

An Academy on the Lancasterian Plan Is Established in North Carolina, 1814.
:Editorial in TEE RALEIGH-REGISTER, April 1, 1814.

XXIV, PP. 30-32.
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EUROPEAN'EDUCATIONAL THOUGHT

INFLUENTIAL IN AMERICA: 1775-1831

The EMILE of Jean-Jacques Rousseau.
Jean-Jacques Rousseau. MITE. Paris, 1762.
Trans. in Barnard-, APTERICAN JOURNAL 0.7 EDUCATION,

The Instruction in Basedow's I'PhilanthrolDinum."
Karl von Raumer. .GESCHICHTE DER PADAGOGIK.
Trans. in Barnard, AMERICAN JOURNAL OF EDUCATION,

A Visit to PestaloZzi at Yverdon.
John Griscom., A YEAR IN-EUROPE V 1. I, pp. 415-2p.

2 vols.

B-33

Vbl. V.

Vol. V, pp,, 519-20.

Hofwyl as Seenby an American.-
I0 382398.,

Doctor Mayo on Pestalozzi.
From a pamphlet issued bythe Reverend Charles Mayo, London, 1826.

New York, 1823,

Pestalozzi Explains His Work.
THE METHOD; a report by Pestalozzi. Aix-la-Chapelle 1828.

An Estimate of Pestalozzi's Nbrk.
Wm. C. Woodbridge, AMERICAN ANNALS OF EDUCATION AND INSTRUCTION,

Vol. VII, p. 14. JanuarY, 1837.

555 Work of Pestalozzi and Basedow Compared.
Ibid.) VII, 8-11.
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 w
e 

ar
el

o 
be

in
di

ff
er

en
t t

o 
ou

r 
ow

n 
in

te
re

st
.

T
hi

s

is
 a

 k
in

d 
of

 b
en

ev
ol

en
ce

w
hi

ch
 m

ay
 lo

ok
 W

el
l i

n 
th

eo
ry

,b
ut

 it
 e

xi
st

s

no
w

he
re

 e
ls

e,
 e

ith
er

 in
he

av
en

 o
r 

on
 e

ar
dn

ei
th

er
in

 th
e 

bo
so

m

of
 D

ei
ty

, o
r 

in
 th

e
br

ea
st

 o
f 

hi
s 

ho
lie

st
 c

re
at

ur
es

.
In

 a
ll 

G
od

's

w
or

ks
, b

e 
ha

th
co

ns
ul

te
d 

hi
s 

ow
n 

gl
or

y,
an

d 
ha

th
 r

eq
ui

re
d 

of
al

l

hi
s 

cr
ea

tu
re

s 
to

 c
on

su
lt

th
ei

r 
ow

n 
ha

pp
in

es
s.

B
ut

 in
 d

oi
ng

 th
is

,

th
ey

 a
re

 to
 ta

ke
in

to
 c

on
si

de
ra

tio
n.

th
e 

In
te

re
st

s
of

 b
ot

h 
w

or
ld

s 
. a

nd

th
ey

 a
re

 to
 id

en
tif

y
W

ith
 th

ei
r 

ow
n,

 th
e 

ha
pp

in
es

s
of

 th
ei

r
fe

llo
w

m
en

.
'

T
he

y 
m

us
tun

de
rs

ta
nd

 th
at

 th
ei

r 
ow

n
et

er
na

l h
ap

pi
ne

ss

w
ill

 b
e 

in
cr

ea
se

d,
 in

 p
ro

po
rt

io
n 

as
th

ey
 c

on
tr

ib
ut

e 
to

th
e 

fe
lic

ity
 o

f

;
ot

he
rs

 ;.
 a

nd
, t

ha
t; 

:th
er

ef
or

e,
 n

o
te

m
po

ra
l p

ri
va

tio
ns

 o
r

la
bo

ur
s,

.w
hi

ch
 a

re
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

.f
or

 th
e 

ha
pp

in
es

s 
of

 o
th

er
s,

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
dr

ea
de

d

or
 a

vo
id

ed
. T

hi
s

iS
 th

e 
w

ha
le

 m
ys

te
ry

of
 lo

vi
ng

 o
ur

 n
ei

gh
bO

ur
 a

s

,
ou

rs
el

ve
s,

a'
gr

ae
e

w
hi

ch
 th

e 
m

er
e 

w
or

ld
lin

g 
su

pp
os

es
un

at
ta

in
-

ab
le

 a
nd

 in
co

m
pa

tib
le

 w
ith

th
e 

pr
in

ci
pl

es
 o

f 
ou

r 
na

tu
re

,b
ut

:W
hi

ch
,

in
di

e 
ab

ov
e 

vi
ew

; o
f 

it,
 is

 p
er

fe
ct

ly
 c

on
si

st
en

t
w

ith
 th

e 
la

w
s 

of
 o

ur

be
in

g.
. A

nd
 if

 th
is

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
as

 a
ss

id
uo

us
ly

 ta
ug

ht
to

 o
ur

 y
ou

th
,

an
d 

as
 e

on
st

an
tly

 e
nf

or
ce

d 
on

th
ei

r 
m

in
ds

, a
s 

th
e 

op
po

si
te

 p
ri

nc
ip

le

no
w

 is
,-

 w
ith

 th
e

'a
id

 in
 th

e 
w

or
k 

w
hi

ch
th

e 
G

os
pe

l a
ff

or
ds

, t
he

re

w
ou

ld
 s

oo
n 

be
-a

 m
os

t
su

rp
ri

si
ng

 c
ha

ng
e

in
 th

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
r 

of
 th

e

. w
or

ld
. B

ut
un

til
 th

is
 is

 d
on

e,
 a

 g
re

at
 p

or
tio

n
of

 th
e 

ea
rt

h 
w

ill
 g

ro
pe

in
 d

ar
kn

es
s,

 a
nd

: g
ro

an
in

 a
ng

ui
sh

 ;u
nt

il 
th

is
is

 d
on

e,
 th

e 
di

s-
.

'. 
se

in
in

at
io

n 
of

 k
no

w
le

dg
e

w
ill

 a
dd

 b
ut

 li
ttl

e 
to

 th
e 

ha
pp

in
es

s
of

 th
e

w
or

ld
.

en
ev

ol
en

ce
, t

he
re

fo
re

,
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

in
co

rp
or

at
ed

in
to

 e
ve

ry

f,
sy

st
em

 o
ed

uc
at

io
n,

 n
et

 a
s 

a 
se

pa
ra

te
an

d 
an

 in
de

pe
nd

en
t s

ci
en

ce
'

bu
t a

s 
th

e 
se

as
on

in
g

O
f 

al
l, 

an
d 

th
e 

fi
na

l c
au

se
,o

f 
al

l a
tta

in
m

en
ts

.

In
 n

ot
ic

in
g 

th
e 

te
ne

an
d 

ch
ar

ac
te

r 
w

hi
ch

 a
re

 to
be

 im
pa

rt
ed

 to

th
e 

m
in

d,
 b

y 
th

e
ba

nd
 o

f 
ed

uc
at

io
n,

 I
 h

av
e 

pu
rp

os
el

y
om

itt
ed

 a
l/

th
es

e 
pr

in
ci

pl
es

w
hi

ch
 a

re
 th

e 
m

os
t c

om
m

on
ly

in
si

st
ed

 o
n,

 in
 tr

ai
n-

in
g 

th
e 

Y
ou

ng
st

ud
en

t, 
an

d 
ha

ve
to

uc
he

d 
on

 th
os

e 
on

ly
w

hi
ch

 a
re

:le
ss

 f
re

qu
en

tly
ur

ge
d,

 a
nd

-w
hi

ch
 s

ee
m

,. 
ne

ve
rt

he
le

s,
of

 v
ita

l

im
po

rt
an

ce
 to

th
e 

ac
co

m
pl

is
hm

en
t

of
 th

e 
pr

op
os

ed
 o

bj
ec

te
du

-

ca
tin

g 
m

en
 f

or
tb

e 
go

od
 o

f 
th

e 
w

or
ld

.
A

lth
ou

gh
 th

e 
pr

op
er

 tr
ai

ni
ng

_
of

 th
e 

m
in

d,
 in

 a
ll

its
 p

ar
ts

 a
nd

re
la

tio
ns

, i
s 

a 
pr

uh
ar

y 
ob

je
ct

of
 e

du
ca

tio
n,

 y
et

, a
s

ha
s 

be
en

 s
ta

te
d

al
re

ad
y,

 it
-h

as
an

ot
he

r 
ob

je
ct

,th
e 

im
pa

rt
in

g
of

 u
se

fu
l k

no
w

le
dg

e.

A
nd

, h
ap

pi
ly

fo
r

sh
or

t-
liv

ed
 m

an
, t

he
se

 tw
o 

ob
je

ct
s

m
ay

 b
e

pr
om

ot
ed

 b
y

th
e 

sa
m

e 
co

ur
se

,
an

d 
at

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
tim

e 
;f

or
,

in

ge
ne

ra
l, 

th
e

m
in

d 
is

 s
ui

ta
bl

y 
di

sc
ip

lin
ed

by
 b

ei
ng

ex
er

ci
se

d 
in

 th
os

e 
.-

st
ud

ie
s 

th
at

 a
re

 th
e 

m
os

t
es

se
nt

ia
l t

o 
ou

r 
ha

pp
in

es
s

an
d 

us
ef

ul
ne

ss
.

T
he

 w
is

do
m

 o
f 

ou
r

C
re

at
or

 is
 s

ee
n 

in
 th

is
, a

s
al

so
 in

 th
e 

fa
ct

 a
lr

ea
dy

no
tic

ed
, t

ha
t t

he
he

al
th

 a
nd

 th
e 

vi
go

ur
of

 th
e 

bo
dy

 a
re

 b
es

t p
ro

-

T
hn

 S
C

IE
N

C
E

 O
P 

E
D

U
C

A
T
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N

.
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m
ot

ed
 b

y 
th

os
e 

ex
er

ci
se

s 
th

at
 a

re
 in

 o
th

er
 r

es
pe

ct
s 

th
e 

m
os

t u
se

fu
l.

Si
nc

e 
th

is
 is

 s
o,

 w
e 

ou
gh

t s
ki

lf
ul

ly
 to

 s
el

ec
t t

ho
se

 b
ra

nc
he

s 
of

sc
ie

nc
e,

 a
nd

 th
os

e 
st

ud
ie

s 
in

 li
te

ra
tu

re
, w

hi
ch

, w
hi

le
 th

ey
 c

al
l O

ut
an

d 
di

sc
ip

lin
e 

th
e 

po
w

er
s 

of
 th

e 
m

in
d,

 w
iP

 a
ls

o 
en

ri
ch

 it
 w

ith
 s

to
re

s
of

 u
se

fu
l a

nd
 p

ra
ct

ic
al

 w
is

do
m

. B
ut

 w
it 

a 
ar

c 
th

os
e 

st
ud

ie
s 

? 
T

hi
s

: i
s 

a 
qu

es
tio

n,
th

e 
an

sw
er

 to
 w

hi
ch

 (
I.

- 
pe

nd
s 

up
on

 c
ir

cu
m

st
an

ce
s.

,
N

o 
ve

ry
 s

pe
ci

fi
c 

ru
le

 c
an

 b
e 

gi
ve

n.
 T

he
 p

up
il 

ou
gh

t t
o 

be
 in

st
ru

ct
-

, e
d,

 p
ri

nc
ip

al
ly

, i
n 

th
os

e 
br

an
ch

es
 th

at
 w

ill
 b

es
t f

it 
hi

m
 f

or
 th

e 
du

tie
s

to
-w

hi
ch

 h
e 

is
 d

es
tin

ed
 in

 f
ut

ur
e 

lif
e.

T
hi

s 
ru

le
'

it 
is

 g
ra

nt
ed

, i
s

fa
r 

fr
om

 b
ei

ng
 d

ef
in

ite
, a

nd
 le

av
es

 m
uc

h 
of

 th
e 

di
ff

ic
ul

ty
 u

nt
ou

ch
-

ed
,a

nd
 th

er
ef

or
e 

le
av

es
 n

uc
h 

to
 th

e 
de

ci
si

on
 o

r 
a 

so
un

d 
ju

dg
m

en
t

it-
t e

ac
h 

sp
ec

if
ic

 c
as

e.
T

he
re

 a
re

 c
er

ta
in

 s
tu

di
es

 h
ow

ev
en

th
e

el
em

en
ta

ry
 p

ri
nc

ip
le

s 
of

 m
od

er
n 

lit
er

at
ur

e,
 a

nd
;h

e
sc

ie
nc

es
, f

or
sa

am
pl

er
-w

hi
ch

 a
re

 n
ec

eS
sa

ry
 f

or
 a

ll.
H

er
e,

 th
er

ef
or

e,
 th

er
e 

is
lit

tle
 c

ha
nc

e 
fo

r 
er

ro
r.

A
nd

 if
 it

 b
e 

a 
ge

ne
ra

l t
ru

th
 th

at
'. 

th
e 

ne
ce

s-
sa

ry
 s

tu
di

es
, f

or
 a

ny
 a

nd
 a

ll 
th

e 
du

tie
s 

of
 li

fe
, a

te
 s

ui
te

d 
to

 th
e

re
qu

is
ite

 m
en

ta
l d

is
ci

pl
in

e,
 th

er
e 

is
 v

er
y 

lit
tle

 o
cc

as
io

n 
to

 e
 in

:th
e

m
or

e 
ad

va
nc

ed
 s

ta
ge

s 
of

 a
 u

se
fu

l e
du

ca
tio

n.
'

T
he

 q
ue

st
io

n 
to

 b
e 

an
sw

er
ed

 is
 n

ot
, W

ha
t w

ill
 b

e 
of

 s
om

e 
se

rv
ic

e
to

 th
e 

pu
pi

l ?
 o

r 
w

ha
t W

ill
 te

nd
 to

 in
cr

ea
se

 h
is

 in
te

lle
ct

ua
l e

nj
oy

-
m

en
t ?

 o
r 

w
ha

t w
ill

 g
iv

e 
hi

m
 th

e 
re

pu
ta

tio
n 

an
d 

ec
la

t o
f,

 b
ei

ng
 a

le
ar

ne
d 

m
an

? 
bu

t s
im

nl
y,

eh
at

 w
ill

 b
es

t f
it 

hi
m

 f
or

 u
se

fu
ln

es
s 

in
1-

fi
s 

de
st

in
ed

 s
ph

er
e 

of
 d

ut
ie

s 
7 

T
he

 f
ie

ld
 o

f 
in

qu
ir

y 
on

 th
is

 s
ub

je
ct

m
ay

 b
e 

na
rr

ow
ed

 s
til

l m
or

e,
 b

y 
ot

he
r 

pr
op

os
iti

on
s 

le
ss

 g
en

er
al

 th
an

th
e 

fo
rm

er
. M

od
er

n 
lit

er
at

ur
e,

 h
e 

na
tu

ra
l a

nd
 e

xa
ct

 s
ci

en
ce

s,
 a

nd
- 

th
e 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
sc

ie
nc

es
 to

 th
e 

us
ef

ul
 a

rt
s,

 a
re

 f
ir

st
 in

 im
po

r-
ta

nc
e 

in
 a

. u
se

fu
l e

du
ca

tio
n.

N
ex

t i
n 

or
de

r 
I 

w
ou

ld
 p

la
ce

 m
en

ta
l

an
d 

m
or

al
 p

hi
lo

so
ph

y,
 a

nd
 th

e 
ki

nd
re

d 
sc

ie
nc

es
la

st
, a

nd
 le

as
t i

n
co

ns
eq

ue
nc

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
gr

ea
t p

et
tio

n 
of

 s
tu

de
nt

s,
 1

 w
ou

ld
 -

br
in

g 
in

an
ci

en
t l

ite
ra

tu
re

 th
e 

gr
ac

es
 o

f 
le

ar
ni

ng
, a

nd
 th

e 
fi

ne
 a

rt
s.

T
he

fi
ne

 a
rt

s 
M

ay
-a

id
-i

n
th

e 
im

pr
ov

em
en

t o
f.

 s
oc

ie
ty

, a
nd

 in
 th

e 
re

fo
r-

m
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
w

or
ld

, b
ut

 if
 w

e 
ex

ce
pt

 m
us

ic
 a

nd
 p

oe
tr

y,
 th

ey
 d

o
m

uc
h 

le
ss

 to
w

ar
d 

th
is

, i
n 

m
y 

op
in

io
n,

 ti
ta

n 
th

ey
 h

av
e 

th
e 

cr
ed

it 
of

do
in

ce
 L

oo
k 

at
 th

e 
hi

st
or

y 
of

 th
os

e 
na

tio
ns

 w
he

re
 th

ey
 h

av
e 

be
en

m
os

 c
ul

tiv
at

ed
 ; 

an
d,

 if
 I

 m
is

ta
ke

 n
ot

, i
t w

ill
 b

e 
se

en
 th

at
 th

ey
ha

ve
 le

d 
to

 e
xc

es
si

ve
 r

ef
in

em
en

t, 
lu

xu
ry

, a
nd

 li
ce

nt
io

us
ne

ss
.

O
f

th
e 

m
os

t c
el

eb
ra

te
d 

an
ci

en
ts

 a
m

on
g 

th
e 

G
rc

ek
s,

au
th

or
s,

 a
rt

is
ts

,
an

d 
m

en
 o

f 
er

ud
iti

on
,-

-.
-w

ho
se

 n
am

es
 h

av
e 

co
m

e 
do

w
n 

to
 U

s,
 a

 li
st

ha
s 

be
en

 m
ad

e 
ou

t b
y 

th
e 

B
ar

on
 d

e 
Sa

in
te

 C
ro

ix
, a

m
ou

nt
in

g 
in

th
e 

w
ho

le
 to

 8
68

.
O

f 
th

es
e,

 5
95

 w
er

e 
st

at
ua

ri
es

, s
cu

lp
to

rs
, p

oe
ts

,
pa

in
te

rs
, a

nd
 . 

m
us

ic
ia

ns
.

A
nd

 o
f 

th
es

e 
59

5,
 b

y 
fa

r 
th

e-
 g

re
at

er
po

rt
io

n 
w

er
e 

do
ub

tle
ss

 p
ai

nt
er

s 
an

d 
sc

ul
pt

or
s.

In
 R

om
e,

 th
e 

pr
o-

po
rt

io
ns

 w
er

e 
ne

at
ly

 th
e 

sa
m

e.
T

hu
s 

w
e 

fi
nd

, t
ha

t t
he

re
 w

er
e

m
or

e 
th

an
 d

ou
bl

e 
th

e 
nu

m
be

r 
w

ho
 e

xc
el

le
d 

ir
t t

he
 f

in
e 

ar
ts

, o
f 

al
l

th
e 

ot
he

r 
sc

ie
nt

if
ic

 a
nd

 li
te

ra
ry

 m
en

. T
hi

s,
 I

 h
av

e 
no

 d
ou

bt
, h

as
te

n-
ed

 th
e 

co
rr

up
tio

n 
an

d 
fi

na
l o

ve
rt

hr
ow

 o
f 

th
es

e 
st

at
es

. A
nd

 p
ro

ba
bl

y
th

is
 s

am
e 

ca
us

e 
co

nt
ri

bu
te

s 
m

uc
h 

to
 th

e 
pr

es
en

t d
is

so
lu

te
 s

ta
te

 o
f

m
or

ok
 in

 I
ta

ly
. B

ut
 n

ot
 to

 in
si

st
 h

er
e 

up
on

 th
e 

ab
so

lu
te

 d
an

ge
r 

of
cu

lti
va

tin
g 

th
e 

im
ag

in
at

io
n 

an
d 

ta
st

e,
 s

o 
m

uc
h 

be
yo

nd
 th

e 
un

de
r-
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.,

st
an

di
ng

 a
nd

 ju
dg

m
en

t,
I 

w
ou

ld
 a

sk
,i

f 
an

yo
ne

 c
an

be
lie

ve
 th

at
 it

 is

of
 a

s 
m

uc
h 

im
po

rt
an

ce
to

 th
e 

be
st

in
te

re
st

s 
of

 th
e

co
m

m
un

ity
,

th
at

 n
at

ur
e 

in
 s

om
e

of
 h

er
 e

xt
er

na
l a

pp
ea

ra
nc

es
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

im
ita

te
d,

' f
or

th
iS

 is
 th

e 
pe

rf
ec

tio
n

of
 th

e 
ar

ts
 o

f
sc

ul
pt

ur
e

an
d 

pa
in

tin
g,

 a
s

it

is
 th

at
 th

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n,

an
d 

la
w

s 
of

th
e 

na
tu

ra
l w

or
ld

,

eh
ou

ld
 b

e 
ex

pl
or

ed
an

d 
re

ve
al

ed
7 

T
he

 q
ue

st
io

n
is

 e
as

ily
 a

ns
w

er
ed

,

an
d-

th
e 

an
sw

er
w

ill
 o

bl
ig

e 
us

 to
as

si
gn

 th
e
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lit

er
ar

y 
Se

nt
in

ar
a

Fo
r 

th
e 

sa
ke

 o
f 

m
et

ho
d,

-
sh

al
l n

ot
ic

e 
th

is
 a

rr
an

ge
m

en
t

un
de

r 
fo

ur
 g

en
er

al
 h

ea
ds

.
T

he

fi
rs

t r
el

at
es

 to
 th

e 
ar

ra
ng

em
en

t
of

- 
th

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
; f

ix
tu

re
s,

 a
pp

ar
at

us
,

an
d 

bo
ok

s.
T

he
 s

ec
on

d 
re

la
te

s 
to

 th
e 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n

of
 th

e 
bo

ar
d 

of

in
st

ru
ct

io
n.

 T
he

 th
ir

d 
to

th
e 

_c
ou

rs
e 

of
 s

tu
dy

.
T

he
 f

ou
rt

h 
ha

s

re
fe

re
nC

e 
to

 th
e 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t.

cl
its

si
fi

ca
tio

n 
'a

nd
 g

ra
du

at
io

n
of

 th
e

f

B
tu

It
is

 e
as

ie
r 

to
 a

rr
iin

ge
 m

at
te

r.
th

an
 m

in
d.

I 
w

ill
 p

as
s 

th
e 

fi
rs

t

te
a

,
th

er
ef

or
e,

 b
ec

au
se

 it
-i

s 
a 

su
bj

ec
ts

of
no

 g
re

at
 d

if
fi

cu
lty

,
an

d

Jn
V

ol
vi

ng
 n

o 
gr

ea
t-

in
te

re
st

, w
ith

bu
ta 

si
ng

le
 r

em
ar

k.
It

 h
as

, b
ee

zi

se
ri

ou
sl

y 
qu

es
tio

ne
d 

of
la

te
es

pe
ci

al
ly

 b
y 

th
os

e
w

ho
 a

re
 f

on
d 

of

in
tr

od
uc

in
g 

th
e 

sy
st

em
oi

 th
e 

G
er

m
an

 u
ni

ve
rs

iti
es

 in
to

 'o
ur

s,
-w

he
th

er
- 

it 
is

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 to

 e
re

ct
 c

ol
le

ge
ed

if
ic

es
 to

 a
n 

ex
te

nt
, a

nd

w
ith

 a
cc

om
m

od
at

io
ns

 s
uf

fi
ci

en
t,

to
 lo

dg
e 

th
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 o
n

th
e 

cb
lle

ge

pr
em

is
es

. T
he

re
m

ar
k 

I 
W

ou
ld

 m
ak

e 
is

 to
th

is
 p

oi
nt

, a
nd

 d
eC

id
ed

-

lY
 in

s 
fa

vo
ur

of
 s

uc
h 

ac
co

m
m

od
at

io
ns

.
W

ha
te

ve
r 

m
ay

 o
s 

m
ay

ne
t b

e 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y 

in
 a

 m
er

ep
ro

fe
ss

io
na

l s
ch

oo
l,

w
he

re
 th

e 
st

ud
en

ts

at
e 

of
 m

at
ur

e 
ag

e,
 it

 s
tr

ik
es

 m
e

th
at

 th
e 

ag
e 

an
d 

_c
ir

cu
m

st
an

ce
s

bf

. m
os

t
of

 o
u 

r.
co

lle
ge

st
ud

en
ts

 r
eq

ui
re

, t
ha

t t
he

y 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

pl
ac

ed

un
de

r 
th

e 
im

m
ed

ia
te

 s
up

er
vi

si
on

of
 th

e 
Fa

cu
lty

.
A

nd
 th

is
 s

up
er

-

:
- 

vi
si

on
 s

ho
ul

d 
no

t
be

 m
er

el
y 

no
m

in
al

, b
ut

it 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

ex
er

ci
se

d

ef
fe

ct
ua

lly
, a

nd
 w

ith
, p

ar
en

ta
l c

ar
e,

ov
er

 th
e 

w
ho

le
 c

ol
le

ge
;li

fe
 o

f

th
e 

st
ud

en
t.

B
ut

 m
or

e 
of

 th
is

 h
er

ea
ft

er
.

-_
(?

)T
he

pr
op

er
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

of
 th

e 
bo

ar
d 

of
 in

st
ru

ct
io

n,
is

 'a
 m

at
-

: t
er

 o
 g

re
at

 m
om

en
t,

an
d 

of
 d

if
fi

cu
lt 

at
ta

in
m

en
t.

'A
ll 

ag
re

e 
th

at

th
ey

 s
ho

ul
d

be
 u

ni
te

d 
am

on
g 

th
em

se
lv

es
 ;

th
at

 th
ey

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 m

en

of
 le

ar
ni

ng
, a

pt
 to

te
ac

h,
 u

ni
m

pe
ac

ha
bl

e
in

 th
ei

r 
lif

e,
 g

en
tle

m
an

ly

an
d 

w
in

ni
ng

 in
 th

ei
r 

m
an

ne
rs

,in
du

st
ri

ou
s 

in
 th

ei
r 

ha
bi

ts
, e

ne
rg

et
ic

an
d 

en
te

rp
ri

si
ng

in
 th

ei
r 

ch
ar

ac
te

r,
in

te
re

st
ed

 in
 th

ei
r 

w
ot

k,
 a

nd

fa
ith

fu
l i

n 
th

e 
pe

rf
or

m
an

ce
of

 th
ei

r 
du

tie
s.

 B
ut

ho
w

 to
 o

bt
ai

n 
su

c.
h.

.

ho
w

 to
 k

ee
p 

th
em

su
ch

 a
ft

er
 th

ey
 a

re
 p

ut
 in

 p
la

ce
,an

d 
ho

w
 to

 g
et

 r
id

of
 th

em
 r

ea
di

ly
 if

 th
ey

 p
ro

ve
no

t t
o 

be
 s

uc
h,

 a
re

 q
ue

st
io

ns
th

at
 h

av
e

ne
ve

r 
be

en
sa

tis
fa

ct
or

ily
 s

et
tle

d.
A

ft
er

 tb
e 

gr
ea

te
st

 p
re

ca
ut

io
n,

im
-

pr
op

er
- 

pe
rs

on
s 

m
ay

be
 in

tr
od

uc
ed

 in
to

th
e,

 b
oa

rd
 o

f 
in

st
ru

ct
io

n.

B
ut

 it
 is

 p
ro

ba
bl

e 
th

at
 m

or
e

fa
ilu

re
s 

T
es

ti%
 f

ro
m

 a
de

fe
ct

iv
e 

or
ga

ni
-

za
tio

n,
 in

 th
e 

te
nu

re
an

d 
em

ol
um

en
ts

 o
f 

of
fi

ce
,

th
an

 f
ro

m
 th

e

ap
po

in
tm

en
tof

 in
co

m
pe

te
nt

 o
ff

ic
er

s.
T

he
 f

ol
lo

w
in

g 
ar

e 
su

pp
os

ed
 to

be
 s

om
e 

of
 th

e
de

fe
ct

s 
of

 th
e 

ex
is

tin
g 

sy
st

em
s

am
on

g 
us

.

Fi
rs

t, 
th

er
e 

is
 n

o 
le

ga
l

pr
ov

is
io

n 
by

w
hi

ch
 th

e 
Fa

cu
lty

, f
or

 th
e

tim
e 

be
in

g,
 c

an
 h

av
e 

an
y

vo
ic

e 
in

 f
ill

in
g 

th
e

va
ca

nc
ie

s 
in

 th
ei

r

bo
ar

d,
 o

r 
in

 r
em

ov
in

g 
an

un
co

m
fo

rt
ab

le
 a

ss
oc

ia
te

.
T

he
re

 is
 n

il

1,
4;

T
H
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N
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C
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T
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O
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co
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ne
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p 
w

ha
te

ve
r 

th
at

 s
o 

im
pe

ri
ou

sl
y 

re
qu

ir
es

 u
ni

on
 a

nd
on

fi
de

nc
e

am
on

g 
th

e 
. p

ar
tn

er
; a

s 
an

 a
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

fo
r 

th
e 

go
ve

rn
-

ni
en

t a
nd

 in
st

ru
ct

io
n 

of
 y

ou
th

.
A

nd
 y

et
 th

er
e 

ar
e 

fe
w

as
so

ci
at

io
ns

,
- 

'e
ve

rt
 f

or
 th

e 
or

di
na

ry
 p

ur
po

ie
s 

of
 li

fe
, i

n 
w

hi
ch

 th
er

e 
is

 n
ot

gr
ea

te
r

-

pr
ec

au
tio

n 
us

ed
 to

 s
ec

ur
e 

th
at

 u
ni

on
 a

nd
 m

ut
ua

l
co
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id

en
ce

, t
ha

n
in

 o
ur

:li
te

ra
ry

 s
em

in
ar

ie
s.

 A
ga

in
: W

he
n 

a 
pe
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on

 is
 e

le
ct

ed
 to

 a
- 

se
at

 in
 a

-c
ol

le
ge

 F
ac

ul
ty

, i
t i

s g
en

er
al

ly
 c

on
si

de
re

d 
to

 b
e,

 a
t h

is
 o

w
n

O
pt

io
n,

 a
n 

ap
po

in
tm

en
t f

or
 li

fe
;

ex
ce

pt
 in

 th
os

e 
st

ro
ng

 c
as

es
 o

f
im

in
or

al
ity

; o
r 

de
re

lic
tio

n 
fr

om
 o

ff
ic

ia
l d

ut
y,

 w
hi

ch
 w

ill
 a

ut
ho

ri
ze

fo
rt

: a
l c

ha
rg

es
 a

nd
 a

n 
im

pe
ac

hm
en

t. 
A

t a
ny

 r
at

e,
 u

nd
er

 e
xi

st
in

g
us

aa
 ; 

an
 a

tte
m

pt
 io

 g
et

 r
id

 o
f 

a 
pr

es
id

en
t o

r 
pr

of
es

so
r 

is
 g

en
er

al
ly

at
te

nd
ed

, n
ot

 o
nl

y 
w

ith
 u

np
le

as
an

t c
on

se
qu

en
ce

s,
 b

ut
 w

ith
 's

er
io

us
in

ju
ry

 to
 th

e 
in

st
itu

tio
n

T
he

 e
ff

ec
t t

he
re

fo
re

 is
 a

s 
m

ig
ht

 b
e

ex
-

pe
ct

ed
In

co
m

pe
te

nt
 a

nd
 in

ef
fi

ci
en

t m
en

 o
ft

en
 h

ol
d 

th
os

e 
of

fi
ce

s
fo

r 
ye

ar
s,

 a
nd

 n
ot

 u
nf

re
qu

en
tly

 f
or

a 
lo

na
: l

if
e.

In
 th

is
 w

ay
, t

he
fu

nd
s 

of
 th

e 
in

st
itu

tio
n 

ar
e 

w
as

te
d,

 th
e 

be
ne

vo
le

nc
e 

of
 it

s
pa

tr
on

s
is

 a
bu

se
d,

 th
e 

de
pa

rt
m

en
t

la
ng

ui
sh

es
, t

he
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

no
t o

nl
y 

lo
se

th
ei

r 
tim

e 
an

d
m

on
ey

, b
ut

 w
ha

t i
s 

in
co

m
pa

ra
bl

y 
.w

or
se

, t
he

. e
 is

 a
ga

p 
in

 th
ei

r 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

w
hi

ch
 is

ne
ve

r 
re

pa
ir

ed
.

A
dd

 to
 th

es
e,

 th
e

re
pu

ta
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

in
st

itu
tio

n 
its

el
f 

si
nk

s,
 th

e 
ge

ne
ra

l l
ite

ra
tu

re
 o

f 
th

e
co

un
tr

y 
is

 d
ep

re
ss

ed
, a

nd
 th

e 
w

or
ld

 s
ut

le
rs

 a
n 

in
ca

lc
ul

ab
le

 lo
ss

.
-A

 th
ir

d 
ev

il 
is

, t
l i

e 
sa

la
ry

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 r

ew
ar

ds
 f

or
 ih

e
se

rv
ic

es
 o

f
sc

ol
le

ge
 o

ff
ic

er
s 

do
 r

io
t d

ep
en

d 
at

 a
ll,

 o
r 

to
an

y 
ad

eq
ua

te
 e

xt
en

t,
up

on
 th

e 
ex

te
nt

 o
f 

th
e 

se
rv

ic
es

 r
en

de
re

d.
 T

he
 s

al
ar

y 
is

 f
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ed
 a

nd
lim

ite
d.

.. 
W

he
th

er
 th

e 
of

fi
ce

r 
is

 e
ne

rg
et

ic
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nd
en

te
rp

ri
si

ng
, o

r 
ot

he
r-

.

w
he

th
er

 h
e 

gi
ve

s 
go

od
 s

at
is

fa
ct

io
n 

ts
 .n

is
pu

pi
ls

, a
nd

 d
ra

w
s

m
an

Y
 to

 h
is

 in
st

ru
ct

io
ns

 o
r 

no
t ;

 w
he

th
er

 h
e 

do
es

 a
ll 

he
ca

n 
to

el
ev

at
e 

an
d 

su
st

ai
n 

th
e 

ch
ar

ac
te

r 
of

 th
e

in
st

itu
tio

n,
 o

r 
le

av
es

 th
e

w
hn

ie
.w

ei
gh

t.a
nd

- 
re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
y 

of
 it

s 
re

pu
ta

tio
n

up
on

 o
th

er
s 

; i
n

sh
or

ts
 w

he
th

er
 th

e 
in

st
itu

tio
n 

fl
ou

ri
sh

es
 o

r 
de

cl
in

es
, h

is
 in

co
m

e
is

th
e'

sa
m

e,
 a

nd
 h

is
 p

ay
 is

 s
ur

e.
-

-
.

If
 a

n 
of

fi
ce

r 
sh

ou
ld

 e
xe

rt
 h

im
se

lf
 b

ey
on

d 
hi

s
as

so
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at
es

, o
r 

ha
s

he
al

th
 a

nd
 m

en
ta

l e
ne

rg
ie

s 
w

hi
ch

 e
na

bl
e 

hi
m

 to
 to

w
er

 a
bo

ve
 th

e
re

st
, h

e 
ha

s-
no

t o
nl

y 
no

 a
de

qu
at

e 
co

m
pe

ns
at

io
n 
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e 
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s 

se
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ic
es

, b
ut

he
 o

ft
en
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 tl
ie

 m
or
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ic

at
io

n 
of

se
ei

ng
 o

th
er

s 
in

 c
om

pa
ra

tiv
e

id
le

ne
ss

, l
iv

in
gs

 u
po

n 
i.l

e 
cr

ed
it 

of
 h

is
 la

bo
ur

s.
 :U

n'
de

r 
su

ch
 c

ir
ci

nn
-

.. 
st

an
ce

s,
 it

 c
an

 s
ca

rc
el

y 
be

 e
xp

ec
te

d 
th

at
an

y 
gr

ea
t e

nt
hu

si
as

m
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

ex
ci

te
d 

to
 k

ee
p

up
 th

e 
cr

ed
it 

of
 a

 c
ol

le
e-

e,
 o

r 
ad

va
nc

e 
th

e
in

te
re
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 o

f 
le

ar
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ns
..

If
 m

en
 a

re
 a

ct
ua

te
d 

by
 tr

ie
 lo

ve
 o

f
sc

ie
nc

e,
or

 a
re

 im
pe

lle
d 

C
y 

pu
re

 b
en

ev
ol

en
ce

, n
ei

th
er

, n
or

 b
ot

h 
of

 th
es

e
in

fl
ue

nc
es

 c
an

.in
du

ce
 th

em
 to

 m
ak

e 
ex

tr
a 

ex
er

tio
ns

 f
or

 th
e

w
or

ld
,

w
he

n 
th

e 
fr

ui
ts

 o
f 

th
os

e 
ex

er
tio

ns
 a

re
' c

on
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m
ed

by
 th

ei
r 

in
co

m
-

pe
te

nt
 o

t u
ne

nt
er

pt
is

in
g 
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so

ci
at

es
.
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 is

 p
ro

ba
bl

y 
ow

in
g 

to
so

m
e 

et
- 

al
l o

f 
th

eS
e 

ca
us

es
; b

ot
h 

in
 E

ng
-

:

la
nd

 a
nd

 A
m

er
ic

a,
 th

at
 th

er
e 

is
 le
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en

te
rp

ri
se

 in
 th

e 
co

lle
ge

s 
th

an
ou

t o
f 

th
en
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W

hi
le
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e 

un
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er
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s 
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f G
er

m
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ot
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nd
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e 
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en

 c
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tr
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ut
in

g 
la

rg
el

y 
to

 th
e 

lit
er

ar
y 

an
d 

sc
ie

n-
-
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ic
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lth
of

 th
e 
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y,

 w
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t h
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n 
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ne
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r 
a 
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 c
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 in
th

e 
'u
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ve
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of

E
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?
W
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un
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So

in
et

hi
ag

, i
t i

s 
tr

ue
, b

ut
lit

tle
 in

 c
om

pa
ri

so
n.

W
e 

ha
ve

 in
 s

om
e

,

'c
as

es
 a

br
id

ge
d,

co
m

pi
le

d,
 a

nd
 tr

an
sl

at
ed

,b
ut

 w
ha

t h
av

e 
w

e
ad

de
d

to
-.

th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 's
to

ck
'?

O
ur

 c
iti

ze
ns

 h
av

e
en

te
rp

ri
se

, b
ut

, w
ith

 a
fe

w

ho
no

ur
ab

le
 e

xc
ep

tio
nS

,th
ey

 s
ho

w
 it

 e
ve

ry
 w

he
re

el
se

 m
or

e 
th

an
 in

':-
 o

ur
 c

ol
le

ge
s

an
d 

un
iv

er
si

tie
s.
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hi
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ot
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t.
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t b
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nd
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ho
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 r
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ed
. I

f
w
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t

w
e 
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ve

ju
st

 b
ee

n 
no

tic
in

g
he

 th
e 

ca
us

es
 th

e
re

m
ed

y 
is

 p
la

in
. E

n-

i M
an

 m
in
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ne

ed
 e

xc
ite

m
en

ts
 to

ac
tio

n 
an

h 
du

ty
. T

hi
s 

is
ev

id
en

t n
ot

O
nl

y 
fr

om
 e

xp
er

ie
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e,
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t a
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o 
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om
 th

e
co

ur
se

- 
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' r
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an
ce

s
it 

w
ill

 a
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 to
 th

e
st

ud
en

t's

-
ad

va
nt

ag
es
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- 

te
nf

ol
d.

H
e 

W
ill

:n
ot

 b
e 

ob
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ed
to
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te
n 

ov
er

hi
s

.
st

ud
ie

s_
 w

ith
ou

t k
no

w
in

g
th

em
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n 
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de
r 
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 k

ee
p 

up
w

ith
 h

is
 c

la
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;

ne
ith

er
 w

ill
 h

e 
be

re
ta

rd
ed

 in
 h

is
 p

ro
gr

es
s,

 to
ac

co
m

m
od

at
e 

th
e 

du
ll

or
- 

th
e 

fe
eb

le
.

'If
 h

e 
lo

se
s 

an
y 

tim
e 

by
si

ek
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s 
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 n

ec
es
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se

nc
e,
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 if

 f
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 W
an

t
of

 q
ui

C
kn

ea
s.

' o
f 

ap
pr

eh
en

si
on

,
-i

n 
an

y 
pa

rt
ic
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an

ch
, h

e 
fa

lls
 in

 th
e-

re
ar

O
f 

hi
s 
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s,
 h

e 
w

ill
 n

ot
; a

s
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 th
e 

ca
se

in
 m

os
t .

of
 o

ur
 c

ol
le

ge
s

ei
th

er
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se
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ea

r
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r 
th

e 
w

an
t o

f 
a 

fe
w

!w
ee

ks
M

or
ith

a,
or
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lta

t i
s 

m
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e 
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m
m
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,

an
d 

st
ill

 w
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se
 f
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 th

e

st
ud

en
t; 

be
 d

ra
gg

ed
 o

n 
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a 
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an
ta

ge
,

an
d 

ca
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ie
d 

th
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ug
h 

in

m
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 w

ith
ou

t,
in

. f
ac

t, 
kn

ow
in

g
th

e 
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ie
nc

e.
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 th
e 
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op
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ed

M
et

ho
d 
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 c
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io
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th

e 
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y 

an
d 

pe
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st
in
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up
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an

d.
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fe
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ra
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w
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 d
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ay
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W

ill
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ur
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 b
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ng
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e 
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th
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 w
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 o
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n

th
e 
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 f
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e
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tr
od
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n 
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er
y
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n
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ou
th
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o 
th

e 
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ile
ge
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as
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h
th

e 
ad

va
nt

ag
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 o
f 

th
e

co
lle

ge
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 c
ou
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e
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or

e 
or

 le
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ex
te

nd
ed
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 th

e 
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ie
ne

ea
an

d

- 
m

od
er

n 
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er
at

ur
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 th

e
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cl
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e 
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si
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an
d 

w
ho

, t
ho

ug
h
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t o
f 

th
e 

co
lle

ge
s
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ve

 o
f 

la
te

 o
pe

ne
d

th
ei

r 
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la
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 f
or

 th
ei

r

re
ce
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n,
 h

av
e 

no
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nt
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ed
 th

em
, u

nd
ou

bt
ed

ly
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e 
th
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ld

ha
V

e 
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 d
o 

it
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de
r 
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st

an
ce

s
of
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fe

ri
or

ity
,

w
hi

ch
 A

m
er

ic
an

.
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ilt
h 

ca
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ot
.r
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ly
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it 
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. A

nd
 th

is
w

ill
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lw
ay

s 
be

 th
e 
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,

pr
ob

ab
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, s
o 

lo
ng
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s

th
e 
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en
t m

od
e 
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la
ss

if
ic

at
io

n 
is
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ep

t u
p.

B
ut

 th
is

 p
oi

nt
 w

ill
be

 m
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e 
fu

lly
el
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at
ed

 in
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e 
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c

of

di
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on
, w
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ch
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,t

he
 g

ra
du

at
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n 
of
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en
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.
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&
de
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ie

 d
eg
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e 
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r
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f 
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n 
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y
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d
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B
ut
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ng
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en

er
al
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ge
w
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ra
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s 
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e
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f 
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e 

de
gr
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s
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r 

ye
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 c
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le

ge
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A
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in
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 le
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e 

G
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ek
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nd
L
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,
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d 
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ci
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t l
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tu
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an
d 

th
e 
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se
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o
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 d
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s
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t
.
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e 
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y
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y
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 d
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 d
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n
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ra
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e
fi
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 c
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 b
e
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e
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t
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 c
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 b
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 b
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 p
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 f
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r 

m
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ve
n 
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 o
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an
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tia
l q
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-

lit
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bu
t t
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 c
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w
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w
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m
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g 
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G
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L
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l p
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f 
a 
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ur
se
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an

d 
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e 
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re
as

on
 w
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te
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 d
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e 
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d 
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 s
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h
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s 

un
de
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od
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e 
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ng
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U
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se

 r
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e 
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nd
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e 
w

ho
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te
m
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 d

ef
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ir
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, t
he

se
de

gr
ee

s
ar

e 
of
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nf
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re
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 th
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un
de
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, S
ec

on
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y,
th
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te
n 

w
ith

he
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m
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w
ho

 d
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ha
t t
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 p
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n.

 B
ut
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 d
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-
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y 
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w
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 c
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w
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t l
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em
. I

.
T

he
se

. h
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e 
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d 
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 b
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n
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 to
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e 
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es
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 b

ut
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 a
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w
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 r
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e 
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e
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, a
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 b
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m
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s.
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 tr
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f 
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e 
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h 
w
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h 
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m
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t b
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ill
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t
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n 
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O
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 d

ay
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e 
m
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no
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er
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m
e
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t m
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n
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n 
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t o
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-
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 b

y 
m

is
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; a

nd
 th

e 
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m
e 

ge
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 f
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en
d 
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ri
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e
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r 
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m
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an
d 
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ea

si
on

al
ly

,
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pe
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lly
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he
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 th
e 
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th

or
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 tr
ea

tin
g

up
on

 a
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ar
t o

f 
th

e 
se

ie
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e 
ea
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 b
e 

un
de

rs
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, h

e 
m

us
t

ap
pe
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;

in
 th

e 
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tio
n'

 m
o

, a
nd

m
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e 
a 

gr
ea

t d
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 in
 th

e 
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do
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t h

e 
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S.

If
 h

e 
do
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ot
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un
de
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nd
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e

ar
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, w
he

n 
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.
en

te
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 h

e 
so

on
 .g

et
s 

th
is

 p
ar

t o
f 

hi
s 

ed
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at
io

n,
 a

nd
 r

ea
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ly
qu

al
if

ie
s

hi
m

se
lf

 f
or

 a
 d

eg
re

e,
 in

 a
ll 

th
e 
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ge
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s 
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de

ce
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io
n 

an
d 
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e-
ho

od
. T

he
 f
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s,
 th

e 
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ut
h 

w
an
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e 
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no
ur

 o
f

a 
de

gr
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nd
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o 
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r 
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L

O
O

 d
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n 
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e
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at
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e 
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n 
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e
;

or
 h

is
 f

at
he

r 
or

 g
ua

rd
ia

n 
ha

s 
de

te
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in
ed

 th
at

 h
is

so
n 

or
 w

ar
d 

sh
al

l h
av

e 
th

e 
ho

no
ur

s 
of

 a
 g

ra
du

at
e

ei
th

er
 e
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e,

th
e 

ob
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ct
 o

f 
th

e 
be

y 
w

ill
 h

e 
to

ge
t o

n,
 a

nd
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et
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ro
ug
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 w

ith
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t
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g 
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ed
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 d
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m
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nd
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t d
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T

im
e 
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ng
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n 

fi
xe

d
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 a

s 
on

e 
of

 th
c 
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in
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l c
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of

 h
is
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en
t, 

th
is

, a
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en
gt

h,
 h
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 c

om
e 

to
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e 
al

m
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t t
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ui
-
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in
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ud

in
g 

pe
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ap
s 

w
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t a
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ut
h 

w
ou

ld
 n

at
ur

al
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 a
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ui
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 b
y

be
in

g 
in
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te
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e,
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in
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w
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 b
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st
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t t
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a 
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 p
ut

-
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m
 b
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k 
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w
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, a
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e 
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 is
 a
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w
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an
d
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 h

e 
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ag
s 
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m
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 f
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lin
g 

in
 th

e 
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 li
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e
m

or
e 

ev
er

y 
ye

ar
,

to
 th

e 
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st
 ; 

an
d 

no
w

, a
lth

ou
gh
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e 

co
ul

d 
no

t
.p

er
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, o

n 
a 

fa
ir

ex
am

in
at

io
n,

 tu
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 r
ou

nd
 a

nd
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en

te
r 
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an

, s
til

l,
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 h
e 
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s

go
ne
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ug
h 
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s 

ye
ar

s,
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nd
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ai
d 
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s 
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t c
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e
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pr
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ra
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m
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&
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 a
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d 
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 f
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a 
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t m
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s 

m
aj
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 m
y 
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, r
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Rerarks on Education A System of' Liberal Education
Samuel H. Smith, A.M.
1798
John Ormrod: Philadelphia

"The two great objects of correct education are to make men virtuous and wise."

"It only requires a zealous disposition to embrace what ought to be, instead
of clinging to what is, to disarm this objection of all its force."

"Let'us, then, condider a moderate increase of the hours of reflection, and
a small decrease of those of labour, as a leading feature in a system of
republician education. He, who thinks frequently, imbibes a habit of
independence, and of self-esteem, which are perhaps the great and the only
preservatives of virtue. Let us consider this feature as new, and as one which
would be happily distinctive."

"Philosophy thich is but another word for experience..."

"It is a question with any man whether our liberties are secure? Let him know
that they depend upon the knowledge of the people, and that this knowledge depends
upon a comprehensive and energetic system of education. It is true that some
nations have 'heel.. free without possessing a large portion of illiamination;
but their freedom has been precarious and accidental, and it has fallen as it rose."

This is a remarkable oyerview of the necessity and advantages of public edu-
cation -- viewing both individuals and society. Contains a summary statement
of many issues in education.

Includes:
a. 'Staten). ents.of philosophy of education.
b. Political, social,

. moral basis for universal education.-
Proposals for structure.and.fUnction of-public education.

1. Presents a pragmatic position'on the-role of education.
.e. Includes.curriculum.advice.
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REMARKS ON EDUCATION:

illustrating the close connection between

VIRTUE AND WISDOM

to which is annexed,

A SYSTEM of LIBERAL EDUCATION.

which, having received the premium awarded by the
American Philosophical Society, December 15th,

1797, is now published by their order.

By SAMUEL HARRISON SMITH, A. M.

member of the Am. Phil. Society.

PHILADELPHIA:
PRINTED for OOHN ORMROD.

M,DCC,XCVIII.

ADVERTISEMENT.

iiE American Philosophical Society offered last
year, among other premiums, one of an hundred dollars
"for the best System of liberal Education and literary
instruction, adapted to the genius of the Government
of the United States; comprehending also a plan for

instituting and conducting Public schools in this
country, On principles of the most extensive utility" --

They reserved to themselves, however the right of
giving, in all cases, such part only of any premium
proposed, as the Performance should be adjudged to
deserve; or of withholding the whole, if it should
appear to have no merit above what maY have been be-
fore published on the subject. But candidates were
assured that the Society would always judge liberally
of their several claims.
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VARIOUS communications having, in consequence,
been received, the Society, at a stated meeting held
on the 15th of December 1797, proceeded to the adjudi-
cation of the premium. Although none of the Systems
of Education then under review appeared to them so
well adapted to the present state of Society in this
Country, as could be wished; yet considering the superior
merit of two of the performances, the one entitled "An
Essay on Education;" the other, "Remarks on Education:
Illustrating the close connection between Virtue and
Wisdom: To which is annexed, a System of liberal Edu-
cation;" the Society adjudged to each of the authors
a premium of 50 dollars, and ordered the. Essays to be
published. On opening the sealed letters accompanying
these performances, it appeared that the former was
written by the Revd. SAMUEL KNOX of Bladensburg. Mary-
Zand; and the latter by SAMUEL H. SMITH Iof Philadelphia.

Extract from the minutes.

JONATHAN WILLIAMS.

One of the secretaries

Philadelphia, December l5th, 1797.

P R E F A t: E .

THE following pages were writt.n in the summer of
1796. They are presented to the pu,lic with only a
few verbal alterations, as they were then written.
New ideas have since occurred to the author, and those
which are contained in the essay might, in many in-
stances, have been better expressed. But as the
production, as it now appears received the,nrc:mium,
it was thought improper to make any substancial
additions.

AS this performance may be read by some persons
unacquainted with the author, it may be proper to
state that he neither claims the reverence due to
age, nor the respect attached o established reputation--
The fewness of his years precluck; the former, while
his moderate attainments withhold the latter. If the
efforts which he has made shall excite the genius of
his fellow-citizens, and he shall prove, in a degree
however limited, the instrument of attracting the public
attention to a subject of all others the most momentous,
he will be rewarded to the extent of his wishes.
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REMARKS ON EDUCATION.

THE man, who aspires to the honour of forming a
system of education adapted to a republic, should
either possess the capacity of original reflection,
or that of improving, without adopting, the ideas of
others. His hatred to vice, and aversion to error,
should be as strong, as his attachment to virtue, and
love of truth. He should look upon the sentiments of
the dead with distrust, and oppose with intrepidity
the prejudices of the living. As the tribuna to which
he appeals may be shrouded in delusion, he must have
the courage to rend the veil that intercepts the light
of truth. He must consider the first suggestions of
his own mind as treacherous; nor suffer them to form
a link in his chain of reasoning, till they shall have
passed the ordeal of reiterated investigation. Having
undergone this trial unimpaired, he will dare to hold
them forth to truth, as her legitimate offspring, and
to prejudice, as her
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merited scourge. No motive can bear him through this
arduous performance, but a supreme sense of duty, which,
feeling ample retribtuion from the consciousness of
do ng good, neither solicits nor despises general ap-
plause.

THE two great objects of a correct education al'e to
make Qen virtuous and wise.

THE terms virtuous and wise, do not seem susceptible
of absolute definition. Accordingly, as applied to dif-
ferent persons, and varying circumstances, they present
different aspects; though it be possible, nay probable,
that the elements or first principles of each, however
modified by endless combination, a the same. This
hypothesis derives some confirmat 1 from the great
affinity of one virtue to another, and the close alliance
between the several departments of science and literature.

WITHOUT attempting precise definition, it may be
sufficiently correct, so far as it regards the objects of
this essay, to style VIRTUE that active exertion of our
faculties, which, in the highest degree promotes our own
happiness and that of our fellow-men; and WISDOM, that
intelligent principle, which improves our faculties, af-
fords them the means of useful exertion, and determines
the objects on which they are exercised.

WHILE wisdom and virtue have united, time immemorial,
to panegyrise each other in reference to the general good
they produce in the world, two

questions of great importance have remained undecided; viz.
I. WHETHER wisdom and virtue are in any degree

necessarily cconected; and if they are, whether universally,
or partially?

II. WHETHER wisdom, in its greatest practical ex-
tension, would, if universally diffused, produr- thp
greatest portion of general happiness?

IT will be acknowledged that these points deserve a
patient discussion, as their decision will determine the
definite objects of education; and as it is absolutely
necessary that man should know the objects he desires to
accomplish, before he can apply, with the prospect of a
successful result, the means adapted to secure them.

I. THE first enquiry is, "Whether wisdom and virtue
are, in any degree, necessarily connected; and if they
are, whether universally, or partially?"

IT has been the opinion of some distinguished phil-
osophers that virtue and instinct are the same; and that
a wise providence has rot left the direction of the moral
principle under the capricious and feeble influence of
reason: while others have contended, thal; although man
be by nature ignorant and entirely destitute of moral
principle, yet that he possesses faculties capable of
high improvement, if not of perfection ifself. Both
these systems, notwithstanding thetr numerous votaries,
are probably founded in error.
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IF instinct and virtue be synonimous, it is clear,
that where there is most instinct, there should be most
virtue, and that, as the brute creation possess instinct
in a much higher degree than man, they must likewise
possess virtue in a higher degree. This result will
not be seriously contended for by any one. For, however
ferocious and ignorant man may be, he is infinitely
surpassed in these qualities by every animal that has
the capacity of being ferocious. In this contrast too,
it is proper to observe, that, however the instinct of

the brute may withhold him from doing injury, it seldom,
if ever, inspires him with the ardour of doing good.

WERE instinct and virtue the same, it would be
clear that the infant would be more virtuous than his
sire, and the Savage inhabitant of the forest more vir-
tuous than the offspring of civilization and science. For
the ears of the infant are open to the voice of nature
alone, while those of its parent are not altogether re-
gardless of the dictates of reason. A precise analogy
exists between the infant and its parent, and the savage
and civilized man; the mind of the savage is still in

its infancy, while civilization, if the expression be
allowed, imparts manhood to the mind.--IF this point
remain still undecided in the mind of any, let it be
asked, if the ideot or the lunatic are ever esteemed
virtuous? It will then be seen that virtue without
reason is a phantom which never existed.

THOSE, who would ascribe every thing to reason and
nothing to nature, probably adopted their ideas,

13

more from a conviction, that the rival system was false,
than from any distinct conwiction of the truth of their
own; and from that disposition of the mind, which m kes
us readily, if not eagerly. Pmbrace -hc revev,(-
which we have l'oneous.

TO affirm tnat bezause education does much, it can
therefore accomplish every thing, is to pronounce a
maxim refuted by universal experience. Every circum-
stance in this life partakes of a finite nature; and thi0
power of ed-ucation, however great, has doubtless its lfliLs.

Hi-NEVER difficult, if not impossible, it might be to
gain tune assent of some philosophers to the system of
natural inequality in reference to virtue or capacity;
they will, Jithout hesitation, agree, that the physical
part of man is infinitely modified by nature; they will
also grant, that an infinite variety seems to be deligled
in by the author of nature; and that this va. :ety is most
displayed in those works, which abound, in the highest
degree, mith qualtties that excite our admiration or re-
gard. Eoth these instances, borrowed from material ob'cts,
furnish striking analogies, illustrative of tne existerce
of variety of morality and intellect in different mind
uninfluenced by education. Is it to oe believed that
object so important, as variety appears to be in the
estimation of the author of, nature, should be left to
the controuiT of causes, operating so unequally, and in
so contracted a sphere, as rea-
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son and civilization? Were it to depend entirely on
these accidental circumstance, might it not be highly
endangered? Might it not be lost?

THERE are some things, which, however controverted
by the refinements of philosophy, will always continue
to be held in secure belief by the good sense of mankind.
Such is the conviction of natural biass; of one person
possessing genius; another, fancy; a third, memory; &c.--

THE deductions from this concise and necessarily
superficial view of a subject, in some respects intricate,
are, that nature is neither so liberal, nor education so
omnipotent, as the rival systems affirm; that man is in-
debted to both; that certain passions are born with him,
which he cannot exterminate, but may control; that a
varied capacity is imparted to him, which, by education
he can weaken or improve, But, that still the traces of
nature are visible in his thoughts and actions; and that
her voice never ceases ,to be heard amidst all the refine-
ments of art.

BUT even granting, what is far from being the truth,
that man, unenlightened by education, has engraven upon
his heart certain great principles of duty, and is possessed
of the means necessary for their discharge, it yet remains
uncontested, that these principles are few and undefined;
and that they do not comprehend half the relations in

which men stand towards each other. It follows, of course,
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that they must be extended and improved, before they can
answer the great purposes for which they were originally
implanted in man, and submItted to his guidance, modifi-
_ation and extension.

BESIDES, it should never be forgotten in discussions
similar to this, that man is already in a great degree
civilized; and that though it may be possible for the savage
to resist the force of improvement, and remain unshaken
in his attachment to his original state, yet that man,
once civilized, has it not in his power to return to his
natural condition. He may overturn all the trophies of
the arts, he may consign to the flames every vestige of
science, he may extinguish every spark of geniw:; but he
is still unable to reduce himself to the savage state.
We behold him more debased, perhaps, than the barbarian,
but without his ferocity. The world abounds with scenes
in which the triumphs of science have been succeeded by
the most brutal ignorance; over which fear, meanness, and
indolence have spread their gloomy features; features the
very opposite of those which characterize the savage life.

WE cannot, therefore, err in assuming it as a fact
that virtue and wisdom are in some degree necessarily con-
nected; that the crude wisdom which nature best' rs is un-

equal to the production and government of virtue, such as
man in his pursuit of happiness discovers it to be his inter-
est to practice; and that to insure this desirable object,
it is necessary.
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that the original faculties of the mind should be vi-
gorously exercised, extended, and strengthened.

IT still remains to be considered whether wisdom
and virtue are partially or universally connected.

IT is generally agreed that no being can be per-
fectly good without being perfectly wise. Such is the
sublime idea we form of deity. It will be observed that
perfect goodness is not here made to depend solely on
the intentions of the agent, but also on the good effected;
as we now consider virtue an-efficient principle exerting
all the energies of its nature.

THE assertion that the man, who, without equalling
this character, approaches it the nearest, would partake
in the highest degree of the divine excellence, might be
deemed correct, were not the world full of examples of
men, who, though possessed of comprehensive powers of mina,
are not only deficient in the exercise of virtue, but
actually famed for the most profligate indulgence in vice.
This enigma, however, admits of easy solution. Great en-
dowments of mind are so rare, that they are seldom displayed
without exciting more envy than attachment. He, who not
only admires but esteems another for his talents, must
possess no inconsiderable portion of talent himself; just
as the best evidence of a supreme love of virtue is a high
regard for the source of all virtue. The class of men
possessed of these qualities being small, and that pos-
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sessed of different, if not hostile qualities, being very
numerous, it is not surprising that resentment and malice
should be active in their efforts to crush so formidable
an adversary. Thus the most unworthy means are unfed to
nip in the bud talents qualified to enlarge the sphere of
human happiness.

HUMAN virtue has its limits. To be the object of
unceasing calumny and detraction, without sighing for ven-
geance, would argue an apathy of heart by no means mortal.
The subject of oppression, has now, in his turn, recourse
to those means, which had been so successfully applied to
his ruin; and finding them successful, he throws away the

crutch of truth for the staff of deception. Ceasing to
feel an interest in that virtue which he had just seen so
much despised, his ambition grasps objects which bring
with them immediate gratification, and lull the conscience
to a dangerous repose. Wealth, power, and pleasure, throw
out their gay and splendid solicitations, and virtue is
exiled from the heart in which it lately delighted to dwell.

THIS would not be the case, if virtue and talents
were as common as vice and ignorance. The moment a majority
enlist themselves on the side of the former marks the aera
of their eternal reign. This aera is that which all good
and great men should unite to hasten.

FROM a review of history, it will appear, that just
in proportion to the cultivation of science and the
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arts has the happiness of man advanced in the nation
which cultivated them. And this arose in a great
measure from this consideration. lhe wants of nature
are few in its_unimproved state. Man of course is
exempt from the necessity of makina any great efforts
for his support. He is therefore indolent. Not de-
pendent on another, for any thing which his heart
holds dear, he is reserved, distant, unaccommodating
in his deportment. He scarcely merits the epithet of

a social being. Of course, if his vices are not
numerous, his virtues are still less so.

THE very reverse of this takes place as society

improves. The dearest part of man's happiness, in this

stage of his existence, is connected with a supply of
articles,. which depend on the industry of one, who is
alike dependent on him. Hence a reciprocity of wants!
Hence the origin of new and permanent regards, the
parents of a thousand new virtues! From what source
do these proceed, but from the developement of reason,
suggestitigitolna-mthe improvement of his situation?
This improvement seems susceptible of endless extention.
Hence tae conclusion, that reason in alliance with vir-
tue admits of progression without termination, and that
the purity of the last is best secured by the strength
of the first.

WE proceed to consider,
II. WHETHER wisdom itself, in its greatest exten-

sion, would, if universally diffused, produce the greatest
portion of general happiness.
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THE affirmative side of this question will be il-
lustrated by considering;

THAT the diffusion of knowledge actually produces
some virtues, which without it would have no existence,
and that it strengthens and extends all such virtues as
are generally deemed to have, in a limited degree, an
existence independent of uncommon attainments. And that,

THE exercise of these virtues is the only certain
means of securing real happiness.

THE virtues, which are the exclusive and appropriate
offspring of an enlightened understanding, are those which
are disconnected with any particular time, person, or
place. Existing without reference to these, a spirit of
universal philanthropy is inspired, that views the whole
world as a single family, and transfers to it the feelings
of regard which are indulged towards the most amiable of
our acquaintance. This sentiment, free from the alloy of

Personal consideration, er national attachment, lifts the
mind to an elevation infinitely superior to the sensation
of individual regard, superior to the ardent feelings:::of
patrioti"sm; and'rivals',"Wa -Measure, the enjoymemt of the
subIime-ideas we 'cOnMect with the apprehension of the
divine mind. This tone of mind must acknowledge congeniality
with the noblest virtues. The mind is full and yet tranquil.
The tu rUul ence of Passion is subdued irnto a reverence of

reason. Man feels himself too en-
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nobled to do a base or a mean thing. He yields to an
irresistible enthusiasm to atchieve whatever unites
the highest portion of greatness with the largest portion
of goodness. Language is inadeqUate to the description
of the feelings of a.man thus inspired; it hastens to
his actions, which can receive only a feeole delineation

IT will be found still more unequivocally, that a
diffusion of knowledge strengthens and extends all sucn
virtues as have in a limited degree an eXistence, inde-
vndent of uncommon attainments. This class of'virtues
comprehends those which ure created by the.relation in
whic.i one man stands to another, and which are the basis
of what may be denominated common duty.

THE discretion With which man is vested implies the
necessity of some knowledge. Were it not for this pos-
session, he would be the sport of casualty and aCcident.
He would nominally be his own master, but really a slave
to some unknown power.

NATURE appears to have been liberal in its endow-
ments to most of her offspring, as far as respects the
preservation of each species; but to have been least lib-
eral in this respect to man; doubtless because she has
lavished her bounty in imparting to him alone the capacity
of gradual and large improvement.

THE doctrine of original depravity here affords a
forcible illustration. It is not material to decide
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whether this belief be correctly true in the Extent to
which some writers have carried it; or whether the alleged
depravity be a crime, or only a defect. It is sufficient
that such a belief almost uniVersally prevails, and that
all mankind acknowledge the vast intermediate space that
lies between the barrenness of the state of nature, and
the improvement effected by a liberal education. This
general opinion of mankind is alike authoritative in re-
gard to virtue as well as reason. If it has any superior
application, it tends more to establish, in the natural
state, the absence of virtue than of intellect.

ALL agree that virtue can never be carried too far.
But does not the truth Of this remark depend entirely
upon the manner in which virtue is directed, or more prop-
erly, perhaps, on an accurate definition of it? If this
be true, will not the greatest portion of virtue be ascribed
to the man, who, with given means, accomplishes the most
good? And is not this the same with saying that virtue in
its highest exercise requires the greatest attaihments?
If it be enquired what these attainments should be, it may
be replied that, as all knowledge is susceptible of prac-
tical application, and is abused when it does not receive
such application, it is improper to fix any limits to the
improvement of the mind, which in proportion to its ex-
tension is qualified to effect general good.
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"IN general and in sum, says lord Bacon*, cer-
"tain it is, that veritas and honitas differ, but as the
"seal and the print; for truth prints goodness, and
"they be the clouds of error, which descend in the
"storms of passion and perturbation."

THE duties of men are precisely co-extensive with
their knowledge. If that be granted, which cannot be
denied, that every man is bound to do all the good he can,
then follows clearly the obligation of every one to enlarge
the powers of his mind, as the only means of extending the
sphere of his usefulness.

IT has been observed, in refutation of these remarks
that half the knowledge of which philosophy boasts, with-
draws the mind from useful employment, by occupying it with
considerations of idle curiosity and unproductive specula-
tion. But if it be enquired by whom this observation has
been made, it will appear that literature and science
disclaim it; that it has generally arisen from the indolence
and envy of ignorance, or sprung from the malice of blasted
pretensions. It is true that he whose years revolve in
acquiring, without using, learning, is even more selfish and
criminal than the miser, as he hoards from society a greater
good; and, in this view of the subject, what Bacon says is

strictly just;

*Bacon, vol.2 p. 447.
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"AS for the philosophers, they make imaginary
"laws for imaginary commonwealths, and their
"discoveries are as the stars, which give little light,
"because they are so high."*

BUT has that science been ever named, the prosecu-
tion of which is entirely unconnected with the general
good? Has not astronomy, now acknowledged to be the
most sublime of studies, which unites whatever is great
and astonishing both cn the moral and physical scale,
been the theme of unconscious ignorance and folly? Has

not chemistry been assailed by the too successful satire
of illiterate wit? That satire which now fastens on the
departments of Natural History and Botany? Has not
superstition attempted to identify astronomy and profanity;
and for a time succeeded? And yet astronomy [Note A. now
holds, by an undissenting voice, an elevated rank among
the sciences; and chemistry, notwithstanding the phil-
osopher's stone,'Junfolds, every,day, its high practical
importance; and discoveries, which, at first, promised
only cold speculative truth, have produced the greatest
practical good. [Note B.]

IT is worthy of remark, that all kinds of knowledge
are intimately allied, and that the perfection of one
department if science depends as much on the advancement
of other departments, as it does on the accurate devel-
opement of its own peculiar principles [Note C.] An ex-
clusive devotedness of

*Pacen, vel, .,537.
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the mind to one brance of knowledge, instead of enlarging,
will impair it. Instead of furnishing it with truth, it
will burthen it with error. Of this tendency Locke re-
lates several whimsical instances.

" A METAPHYSICIAN," he says, "will bring plow-
"ing and gardening immediately to abstract notions;
"an alchymist will reduce divinity to the maxims of
"his laboratory, and allegorise the scriptures into
"the philosopher's stone. And I heard once a man,
"who had bore than ordinary excellence in music,
"seriously accommodate Moses's seven days of the
"first week, to the seven notes of music, as thence
"had been taken the measure and method of creati-
"on." He, therefore, whO grants it to be necessary that
one science should be deeply explored, yields more than
the superficial observer imagines. He acknowledges the
propriety of applying all the necessary means., and these
will be found to embrace a considerable acquaintance with
almost every branch of knowledge'.

WERE a specification to be made of those circumstances
most closely connected with the happiness of man, At would
appear in how eminent a degree they are promoted by a cul-
tivated understanding.

UNDER the head of morals, it would appear, that the
virtues appropriate to a family would'be secured as well
as rendered more captivating; secured-by the enlightened
conviction'of the intiniate convecti,
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on between duty and interest: rendered more captivating
by their borrowing a new character from the liberal spirit
inspired by reason. To the natural tie of parental regard
would be added the grateful sensation excited in the mind
of a child from the communication of new ideas, and the
production, of course, of new pluasures. To the magic of
instinct would be superadded the charm of reflection.

THE sense of justice and honesty would be confirmed
by the folly of injustice and dishonesty. Supposing a
general illumination of mind to prevail, the means of
detecting, and the consequences of exposing, dishonesty,
would be to easy and serious, that every rational being
would see his interest inseparably connected with justice
and honesty.

PATRIOTISM, a virtue which has fertilized the barren

rock and given the greatest exPansion to the mind and the
heart, would become a stead.), and a rational principle.
Founded on an unprejudiced attachment to country, we should
cease tc glory in error, solely because it proceeded from
our ancestors. Love of country would imPel us to transfuse
into our own system of economy everY improvement offere
by other countries. In this case, we should not be atr
tached so much to the s'o i 1 , as to the institutions and

manners, of our co
iuntry. iIN physics, t would appear, that n proPortion to the

extension of PnilcsoPhical research, new connections and
relations are discovered between natu-
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ral objects, which result in discoveries of high practical

use; promoting whatever tends to the convenience and com-

fort of social life, enlarging the sphere of harmless

gratification, and giving birth to new, and frequently

ingenious occupations.
IT remains to be considered, whether the exercise of

the enumerated virtues, be not the only mean of securing

real happiness.
NO necessity is believed to exist, to prove, that a

system of pure selfishness is hostile in the highest de-

gree to happiness. If this system should find any advocates

but those whose object it is to dazzle by ingenuity and wit,

instead of convincing by argument, I would appeal to the

universal odium attached to an indulgence of those passions

which centre entirely fn selfish enjoyment. Avarice,

drunkenness, monastic seclusion, are all now the objects of

impartial execration, while the practiser of these selfish

indulgencies holds in.as.great contempt the.world which

despises him, and feels himself independent only in

wretchedness..
I SHALL not dwell longer on this subject, but assume,

from what has been already said, and from that which must
obviously.suggest itself to every mind, that the exercise

of feelings which lead to beneficent actions is the surest

pledge of internal happiness.
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WHETHER reason itself would be fertile in the pro-

duction of virtue need not be decided. It is probable

that reason is only that power which directs the passions

to their fit objects, and determines the force with which

they ought to be applied. Rousseau says, "It is by the

"activity of our passions, that our reason improves; we

"covet knowledge merely because we court enjoyment, and

"it As impossible to conceive, why a man exempt from

"fears and desires should take the trouble to reason.
"The passions, in their turn, owe their origin to our

"wants."*
THE passions, as imparted by nature, are few, but

impetuous, The whole energy of the soul here speaks in

every word and action. The conduct of one individual to

another, in proportion as man obtains a more correct
knowledge of duty, becomes the subject of a certain por-

tion, often a moderate one, of praise or blame, of reward

or Punishment- And, accordingly, civilized man is es

cautious in pronouncing an opinion on the conduct of the

person who invites his strictures, as unbridled passion

is imPetuous and rash. The last knows no gradations be-

tween virtue and vice, and of course loves or Mates in

the extremest degree. The consequence is, that man is

miserable perhaps from the consciousness of ill diredted

vengeance or misapplied regard, as from the sense of

undeserved resentment.

on Inequality of mankind, 8th Edit. p. 40.
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IN proportion to the advancement of the arts and

sciences, the passions are increased in number, and
abridged in force, by the diversity of objects which
solicit their exercise. Man, reduced from a sullen

state of independence, becomes the subject of innumer-

able wants, the centre of innumerable pleasures. Avarice,

so congenial to ignorance and indolence, is robbed of

more than half its violence by the love of pleasure, and

a regard to popular opinion. It never fails to be as
much weakened in the vortex of activity, as it is cherished

in the listlessness of seclusion. In large commercial
towns there are few misers. In monasteries they abound.

Besides the ambition of acquiring more keeps afloat immense

riches, which circulate till they become the inheritance of

an heir, who seldom feels a disposition to hoard them.
PITY is said by some writers to be the strongest passion

of nature. But how does it operate?--Upon every object

it meets. Accident accomplishes every thing. Entirely

mechanical, it as frequently rmcourages vice, as it relieves

virtue. Whereas knowledge produces discernment and dis-

crimination. The benevolene cyT an improved mind is virtue,

because it aids merit in dis-traz-s; natural pity 's often

vice, because tt is blind, a-nd, as frequently ass-;sts the

wicked as the good; perhaps oftener, as virtue i3 more

averse to solicitation than vice.
LET us consider the diffeT7ent effects of pity and

benevolence,.las here distinguished, on the person
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who exercises them. Pity is a mere natural impulse; there

is no merit in obeying its voice; the good which it does

is forgotten as soon as accomplished; all the happiness it

affords is confined to a moment, and this is an unreflect-

ing happiness; it is the happiness of an infant.--Benevo-

lence, on the contrary, is never practised without re-

flection. It chooses its objects with care, which when
chosen it is liberal in rewarding. It does not give to
depravity the debt due to virtue, and thereby generate

self-reproach. Virtue and merit are its creditors, to

whom it ever struggles to be just. Gratitude, almost un-

known to the dispenser of pity, is the offspring of benev-

olence. Remembrance'recals, perhaps heightens, the plea--

sures excited by the good effected; and he, who is actuated

by enlightened benevolence, is amply rewarded by his own

feelings', independently of -the treatment he may receive

from the object of his-bounty, orthe propitious.influence
of his actions on his future peace.

THE same remarks, illustrating the difference between

the passions of the, ignorant and the wise; might be exten
sively applied with but-little variation. Suffice it in'

addition to saY that with the wise, inclination is sup-

planted by duty, caprice bY 'consistency'. 'Emulation and

competition too come in with all their forces, and, perhaps,

produce more virtue in the'world than they found in it.

[Note D.]
HE who has been accustomed to feel within himself the

resource of reflection, and the capacity of
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improvement, delights in abstracting his attention from

grovell ing pursuits, and in disengaging himself from the

sordid cares of low occupation. However impossible it

be for him entirely to withdraw himself from these en-

gagements, yet he always possesses an unexhausted trea-

sure, on which he may draw, when oppressed with them.

Neither the mind nor the body' seem designed for one

uniform 'employment. The more -extensive the objects,

therefore, within the reach of man, the larger is hi

circle of enjoyment. History enforces the truth of tnis

remark. -Who more happy as well as distinguished, than

they who alternately eachanged the plough f-or the closet;

who now procured food for the body, and now sought food

for the mind? Who more- unrivalled in t. qui.] pleasure,

in unambitious retirement, in splendid cons ',:terati on,

than Cincinnatus?
THAT man seems , on the whole, to be the :Bost happy,

who possessed of a large stock of ideas, is =;iini te constant

habit of encreasing them, and whom every 'rii.trILIr of his ex-

istence renders more informed. The energj cif' such a mind

is- almost without limits; it admits of conIst-ciat ac.-tivity;

for when fatigued with one train of ideas, firds repose

in another. A rich variety of enjoyment Ss c-.--ver tefore It,

the bare consciousness of' pos-sessing which- is sufficient

of itself to.make it happy.
SOME notice is due to the objections tz: the connection

between knowledge and happiness. It is siti that a refine-

ment of -ideas .disinclines the mind
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to an attention to common objects, to which a very moderate

degree of reflection isequal'. This objection, if it has.

any present force- at all , would be wholly removed by that

knowledge becoming common which is noW ra-re.' We- now find

it to -be the general ekclamation that .prosperi ty is -al-to-

gether owing to accident; and this remark 'is sanctioned,

in some measure, by, the- concurrence of the wise as -well as

the uninformed. -This aris'es from the imperfection of human

knowledge, whereby men obtain- a-good cresi red,- not through

the fi t means- as'' discovered' by reason, but- as- suggested-: by

accident'. Hence the inalinati-on is-so often 'repugnant to

availing itself -of the means of a-cquiring -a desirable ob.-

ject,-that it- is- frequently coerced-into them, cOntrary to

its wislies. Hence the affairs of .the -world are called a.

lottery; Where fottune pret,ides, and reason is blind.

-- AS, however, 'every- effect is inseparable from its

cause, and as the events of this life, which men most covet,

depend upon causes, which the improved mind without doubt

possesses the pdwer of discovering, the time may and probably

will arrive, in which by far the greater part, if not the

whole, of those things, at present the gift of .ac,cident, will

be the reward of virtue and reflection. IA w-,11 then be as

great a phenomenon for wisdom not to 's..,ucceeded by prosper-

ity, as it is now to be connected with it., even in reference

to those objects which it ever will de,en s:ubordinate.
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ONE philosopher of great distinction, it is granted,
has said that were man to consult his real happiness, he
would never reflect; intimating that the act of reflection
is injurious to health. This aspersion on science can be
traced, as it regards Rousseau, to no better origin, than
that of a mind, inconsistent with itself, and discontented
with every present enjoyment. The mind of Rousseau was,
without doubt, a great one; it emitted, as copiously as
genius or fancy Could desire, the sparks of a noble intel-
lect, which dared to disdain the shackles of prejudice, and
break the chains of ignorance.. But it must be a1lowf4d, that
in those cases which afimitted of personal applicatiLn, he
grosly erred, and yenerally suffered his strong sense to
be overruled by his inexplicable feelings. Complet ,? refu-
tation,:however,will be the portion of this injurir .s re-
mark, by considering the persevering zeal, which has cha-
racterized the conduct of the cultivators of science; by

considering their unanimous opinion that the moment Ilhich
gives birth to a new thought is a period of unrivalled en-
joyment, which has been compared to the feelings of.deity
at the creation; [Note E.] and lastly, by considering that
longevity has, in a remarkable degree, been the reward of
those, who have cultivated science. Let any one, who
doubts this fact, consult a biographical dictionary, and
all the prejudices he ever possessed.on the subject must
vanish; he will grant that as the mind depends on the
exercise of the body for its vigor, so the health of the
body, in its turn, is promoted
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by the active employment of the faculties of the mind.
ONE great objection cannot be here overlooked; its

discussion is highly important from its connection with
numerous prejudices, and particularly with the passion
of avarice. It will be said that though refined happi-
ness be intimately connected with virtue and knowledge,
yet that this kind of happiness was never designed for
the mass of any nation, as their subsistence depends en-
tirely on labour, and the productiveness of labour de-
pends on the time devoted to it.

IT only requires a zealous disposition to embrace
what ought to be, instead of clinging to what is, to dis-
arm this objection of all its force. It is granted that
a small portion of that time, which is at present occupied
by the labour of the body, will, should these ideas be
adopted be absorbed in the exercise of the mind. But it
should be observed;

1. THAT it is not true, as implied in the objection,
that themind and body are incapable of contemporaneous
employment. So far is this from being a fact, that some
activity of body is absolutely necessary to vigorous re-
flection. The more severe the reflection, the more likely
is the student to be involved in even involuntary exercise.
Viewing this objection with the greatest partiality, it
can only apply to those studies that require the highest
abstraction of mind, which will forever be confined
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to a few. Those trains of thought, which are connected

with practical improvement, will be aided rather than

impaired by labour, if it be not uncommonly severe.

2. THE actual labour necessary to subsist man is

much less than that which occupies the whole of his time.

The hours at present devoted to labour are about twelve.

Let us suppose these to be abridged Dy bringing them

down to ten. A question occurs whether this diminution

of time will lessen the mass of articles of necessity

or convenience fabricated?--The solution of this question

either affirmatively or negatively is of little consequence

though from the first suggestions of the mtnd it would

seem important. It is not probable it would produce the

diminution supposed; bcause ten hours of active labour

may in their result be equal to twelve; as there is a

protraction of labou.r destructive of all energy. This

is so abundantly illustrated in the case of slaves, com-

pared with freemen, that the fact needs onTy to be men-

tioned to be decisive; but yielding for a moment that

ten hours of manual labour will not produce so much as

twelve, will not more be gained by improved modes of

labour, than is lost by this dereliction of two hours?

Will not the habit of reflection and progressive im-

provement continually devise new means of accomplishing

a given object? Have not the powers of machinery already

given a new creation to manufactures? And is not agri-

culture equally susceptible of improvement?
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BUT granting that this abridgment of Tabour would

diminish the articles of use, is it unequivocal that

this effect would be an evil? The necessaries of life

would still be produced in abundance. The conveniencies

of life produced would be fully equal to a moderate in-

dulgence of its pleasures. The only deficiency existing

would apply to articles of luxury. And whether these

ought to be encouraged or repressed cannot be a question

in a state of society in which every man is a candidate

for equal happiness. An indulgence in luxury is a selfish

enjoyment, which may be said to seduce every one from his

duty. The less, therefore, it prevails, the better for

virtue and general happiness.
3. THE relative wealth of individuals, under this

arrangement, would remain the same with that under the

old one, as far as it applied to the citizens of the

United States. Some small difference might be produced

between the relative wealth of the United States and

that of foreign nations; but its effects seem too un-

important to be dwelt on.
LET us, then, consider a moderate increase of the

hours of reflection, and a small decrease of those of

labour, as a leading feature in a sYstem of republican

education. He, who thinks frequently, tmbibes a habit

of independence, and of self-esteem, which are perhaps

the great and the only preservatives of virtue. Let

us consider this feature as new, and as one which would

be happily distinctive. Let us consider it as the

Prerogative of political virtue to enno-
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b1e.man, as mw.:11, as ,A is the assumption of pDlitical
v;Ice to aegrade

A ,,,EVIEW of wha,_ I have written convinces me that
I have :.=.Ntered a field 4hich seems to acknowledge no
limits Points of morality and expedience occur in pro-
fusion_ whose elucidation still demands the highest tal-
ents, ater having employed, for ages, the deepest powers
of research.

IN the subsequent part of my remarks, I shall, to
avoid pc.olixity, aim at the most rigid conciseness, and
trust almost entirely to the reader for an ex.anination
of what I state.

THE diffusion of knowledge, co-extensive wAth that
of virtue, would seem to apply with close precision to
a republican system of education, because;

1. AN enlightened nation is always most tenacious
pf its rights.

2. IT is not the interest of such a society to pvr-
petuate error; as it undoubtedly is the interest of ma.ny
societies differently organized.

3. IN a republic, the sources of happiness are open.
to all without injuring any.

4. IF happiness be made at all to depend on the im-
provement of the mind, and the collision of mind with
mind, the happiness of an individual will greatly depend
upon the general diffusion of knowledge and a capacity
to think and speak correctly.
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5. UNDER a Republic, duly constructed, man feels
as strong a biass to improvement, as under a despotism
he feels an impulse to ignorance and depression.

WE have now reached the goal of the preceding
speculations. The necessary limits to an essay of this
nature have prohibited minute illustration; but it has,
we hope, been made to appear, with sufficient perspicuity,
that human happiness depends upon the possession of vir-
tue and wisdom; that virtue cannot be too highly culti-
vated; that it is only secure when allied with knowledge;
and of consequence that knowledge itself cannot possibly
be too extensively diffused. It follows that the great
object of a liberal plan of education should be the
almost universal diffusion of knowledge.

BUT as knowledge is infinite, and as its complete
attainment requires more time than man has at his com-
mand, it becomes interesting to assign;

I. THE-time fit to be devoted to education.
II. -THE objects proper to be accomplished; and
III. THE manner of accomplishing them.
I. THE time fit to be devoted to education.
PHILOSOPHY, which is but another word for experience .

has decided the happiness of man to depend upon the labour
of the body and the exercise
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of the mind. It had been well for mankind, had the human

race in its earliest age been under the control of prin-

ciples of legislation, which by a judicious apportionment

of the hours of reflection to those of labour, had pro-

duced in infancy and youth habits destined from their

strength to remain unimpaired in advanced age. Had the

voice of philosophy dictated such a system, it would have

been established on these principles. Bare subsistence
requires certain articles, which are the product of labour.

Th.ese are necessaries of life, and must be obtained by

la,bour. Convenience demands a further supply, the furnish-
ing of which would occupy an additional period of labour.
This convenience is essentially connected with happiness,
mental as well as corporeal. Labour would, therefore, have

been called upon to satisfy the claims of necessity and

convenience; it would have been unseduced by the allure-

ments of luxury,
UNFORTUNATELY for mankind no such system has been

adopted. It has scarcely even been thought of. The novelty

of the plan forms no objection to its truth. If it possess

decided advantages, let us dare to believe human virtue

equdl to its accomplishment.
WE have seen that in a nation, in which the hours of

labour should be abridged, and those of reflection increased,

no injury would be sustained by individuals, and little, if

any, by the nation itself.

39

IT were a vain attempt, however, instantaneously to
inspire with a love of science men from whose minds re-

flection has long been alienated. The improvement pro-
posed must be the effect of a system of education gradually

and cautiously developed.
PREVIOUSLY to any prospect of success, one principle

must prevail. Society must establish the right to edu-

cate, and acknowledge the duty of having educated, all

children. A circumstance, so momentously important, must

not be left to the negligence of individuals. It is be-

lieved, that this principle is recognised in almost all

our state constitutions. If so, the exercise of it would

not be contested. Indeed, whether at present acknowledged

or not, it would produce such beneficial effects, as well

in reference to the parent as the child, that a general

acquiescence might be relied on [Note P.]
HAVING contemplated in reference to man an abatement

of two hours of labour, the next object of enquiry is what

time should be devoted to the education of youth. It should

unquestionably be much larger; as during this period the

mind is unimproved; as.'impressions of the greatest strength

are rapidly made; and as the future biass of the mind en-

tirely depends upon the improvement of these impressions.

The period, however, should have its limits. Study should

never be continued after it becomes oppressive. The pre-

ceptor should be as cautious in using every mean necessary

to prevent dis-
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gust, as he ought ot be zealous in exciting a thirst of

knowledge. Without aiming at rigid precision, in con-

sidering the claims of labour and study, we shall not,

perhaps, materially err in assigning four ;lours each

day to education.
II. THE ,objects proper to be accomplished.
IT is necessary that the principle of an universal

diffusion of knowledge should be in the highest degree

energetic. This is a principle which cannot be too ex-

tensively embraced; for it is too true, that all the

efforts of an enlightened zeal will never make a whole

nation as well informed as its interests would prescribe.

BUT this necessary limit forms no objection to every

prac4icable extension of it. We shall be furnished with

irrefragable evidence of its beneficial tendency, on

considering that knowledge has only produced injurious

effects, when it has been the subject of monopoly. The

efforts of ignorance to oppress science have excited a

spirit of retaliation, which we must not be surprised

at beholding, in its turn, its own avenger. The, moment,

howeveir., which marks the universal diffusion of science,

by withdrawing the temptation to, as well as the means

of, injury, will restore knowledge to its original purity

and lustre. It is with knowledge, as with every other

thing which influences the human mind. It acts precisely

in proportionto the force of the object acted upon. As

the beggar cannot cor-
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rupt by gold the beggar; so neither can opulence corrupt

opulence. In the same manner, equality of intellectual
attainments is a foe to oppression; and just as mankind

shall advance in its possession, the means as well as

the inducement to oppress will be annihilated. We are

correct, therefore, in declaring a diffusion of know-

ledge, the best, perhaps the only pledge of virtue, of

equality, and of Independence.
LET us, then with mental inflexibility, believe

that though all men will never be philosophers, yet that

all men may be enlightened; and that folly, unless arising

from physical origin, may be banished from the society of

men. [Note G.]
THE ideasalready expressed, and those which succeed,

must be understood as applicable to a system of general

education. They only prescribe what it is necessary every

man should know. They do not attempt to limit his acquisi-

tions. Wealth and genius will always possess great ad-

vantages. It will be their prerogatives, if properly
directed. to carry improvement to its highest eminences.

IN forming a ,vstem of liberal education, it is

necessary to avoid ideas of too general a character, as

well as those which involve too minute a specification.

Considerable latitude must be allowed for the different

degrees of natural capacity, and the varying shades of

temper and biass. It seems, therefore, fit to lay down

principles which possess properties common to every mind,

and which will, of course,
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in their application, admit of few, if any, exceptions.

THE first great object of a liberal system of edu-

cation should be, the admission into the young mind of

such ideas only as are either absolutely true, or in

the highest degree probable; and the cautious exclusion

of all error.
WERE man able to trace every effect to its cause,

he would probably find that the virtue or the vice of

an individual, the happiness or the misery of a family,

the glory or the infamy of a nation, have had their

sources in the cradle, over which the prejudides of a

nurse or a mother have presided. The years of infancy

are those in which the chains of virtue or of vice are

generally forged. First impressions are almost omni-

potent. Their reign is silent, but not on that account

the less secure. The mind no sooner begins to unfold

itself than it grasps with eagerness every new idea.

Intoxicated, as it were, with pleasure at its reception,

it surrenders itself more to'enjoyment than reflection.

Indeed, it has now the capacity to enjoy, but not to

reflect. In proportion to the length of time any idea

occupies the mind, does it acquire strength and produce

conviction. And no sooner have these ends been accom-
plished, than it constitutes itself the judge of every
other resembling or opposing idea. Hence it tyrannizes

with despotic authority.
IF this view be correct, should it not be thought

treason against truth and virtue, to instil prejudice
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and error into the young mind? If this be treason
against truth and virtue, what shall we say of those

who inculcate principles which they know to be false,

and attempt in this way to establish systems that only

exist in the midst of human carnage and destruction?
WHETHER we consider man's existence as terminated

by the grave, or view him, as he doubtless is, the
heir of a future life, we must consider his happiness

as altogether dependent on the observance of certain

moral principles. The universality with which these
have been received may be considered as the test of

their truth. These principles are few and simple.

As the mind expands they should be explained. They

require no other aid than clear illustration. The

unperverted understanding acknowledges their truth:.

as it were by intuition. [Note H.]
LET then those truths in which all men agree be

firmly impressed; let those which are probable be in-

culcated with caution, and let doubt always hang over
those respecting which the good and the wise disagree.

Above all things let the infant mind be protected
from conviction without proof.

BUT it will be said that in almost all the depart-

ments of a general plan of education, the perusal of
approved books must be chiefly relied on. The indis-

pensable economy of arrangements which are to pervade

a whole society, will prohibit the em-
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ployment of preceptors of either great or original tal-

ents. It will therefore be fit that the preceptor,
instead of inculcating his own immature ideas, should
be guided by prescribed works. It is asked, where per-
formances explaining and enforcing plain and undeniable
truths, and avoiding prejudices or falsehoods, are to

be found? Such productions are acknowledged to be rare.

It is also granted that this difficulty presents one of

the most serious obstacles to successful education. But

it is now insurmountable. It is attempted to be removed,

as will appear hereafter, by offering large rewards for

books of this nature, and by inciting the learned by

other inducements to embark in so noble a service. At

present we must be satisfied in giving the preference to

those works which abound most with truth and are the

most exempt from error.
THE elements of education, viz, reading and writing,

are so obviously necessary, that it is useless to do more

than enumerate them.
OF nearly equal importance are the first principles

of mathematics, as at present almost universally taught.

A TOLERABLY correct idea of Geography would seem,
in a Republic especially, to involve great advantages.
The interest of the mercantile pa'rt of the community is

closely connected with correct geographical knowledge.

Many important departments of science include an accurate

knowledge of
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it. But the most important consideration is that which
contemplates the United States as either allied in
friendship, or arrayed in hostility, with the other
nations of the earth. In both which cases, it becomes

the duty of the citizen to have just ideas of the position,
size, and strength, of nations, that he may as much as
possible, confide in his own judgment, in forming an
opinion of our foreign relations, instead of yielding his

mind to a dangerous credulity. A most interesting part
of Geography relates to a knowledge of our own country.
Correct information on this Subject will always conduce

to strengther the bands of friendship, and to dissipate

the misrepresentations of party prejudice.
THE cultivation of natural philosophy, particularly

so far as it relates to agriculture and manufactures, has
been heretofore almost entirely neglected. The benefits,

however which it would produce, are great, both as they
regard the happiness of the individual, and as they regard

national wealth. Many of the labours of the farmer and
the mechanic, so far from forbidding reflection, invite

it. Thi:is the constant developement of new beauties in
nature, and the almost as constant production of new
wonders in art, extort admiration from the most ignorant,
and even impress their minds with considerable delight.
And yet how little do they know of the energies of nature

or art? Lost jn the contemplation of effects, the tribute
of a grateful mind finds vent in simple wonder.
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IF we reverse the scene, and behold the farmer en-
lightened by the knowledge of chemistry, how wide a
field of reflection dna pleasure, as well as profit,
would acknowledge his empire?

THE ingenuity of the mechanic would not long remain
passive. Repeated efforts at improvement would often

prove successful, and be the source of new and rapid

wealth. At any rate in all these cases, whether prospered
witn the expected success or not, an adequate compensation
would be conferred on the mind thus employed, whose
thoughts generally bring with them their own reward.

THE circumscribed advantages, attending Geographical
knowledge, 'will begreatly enlarged by a liberal acquain-
tance with History. In proportion as this branch of ed-

ucation shall be cultivated, men will see the mighty in-
fluence of moral principle, as well on the private individ-

uals of a community, as on those who are called to preside

over its public concerns. It will be distinctly seen, that

ambition has generally risen on a destruction of every
sentiment of virtue, and that it much oftener merits ex-

ecration than applause. Power, long enjoyed, will appear
to be hostile to the happiness, and subversive of the

integrity, of the individual in whom it centres. Fanat-

icism and superstition will appear surrounded with blood

and torture. War will stand forth with the boldest
prominence of vice and folly, and make it, for a while,
doubtful, whether man is most a villain or a fool. In

short the mirror which
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history presents will manifest to man what, it is pro-
bable, he will becomf7:, should he surrender himself up to

those selfish pursuits, which centering in his own fame

alone, have ennabled him without horror to wade through
the blood and the tears of millions.

THIS horrid truth, confirmed by every page of
history, will restrain, as it undoubted has restrained,
the indulgence of furious passion. The immortal admi-
ration attached to great and disinterested virtue, the
immortal detestation inseparable from great and selfish
vice, will furnish the mind at once with the strongest
incentives to the one, and the liveliest abhorrence of
the other.

THE second leading object of education, should be

to inspire the mind with a strong disposition to im-

provement.
IT is acknowledged that science is still in its in-

fancy. The combination of ideas is infinite. As this
combination advances the circle of knowledge is enlar§ed,

and of course, the sPhere of happiness extended. At

Present science is only cultivated by a few recluse
students, too apt to mingle the illusions of imagination
with the results of indistinct observation. Hence the

reproach that theory and practice oppose each other-
But no sooner shall a whole nation be tributary to science,

than it will dawn with new lustre. To adopt a physical
illustration, its rays may be expected to meet with little

absorption from ignorance but to be reflected
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with additional lustre, from every object they strike.

THE most splendid discoveries have not been made

by philosophers of profound erudition and abstracted

reflection, but by men of moderate attainments and

correct observation. They have proceeded from steady

and patient observation.
WERE the progress of a mind to improvement attended

with no other effects than internal delight it would

still deserve the highest rank among those objects which

produce happiness. Banishing from the mind all those

sensations of indifference, ennui, and vacancy, which

produce effects the more cruel from their being almost

wholly without remedy, it would give to existence a

thousand new charms; not fleeting, but constant and

always at command. The periods of youth and of active

life would be invigorated, the close of existence would

become a blessing instead of a burthen. Is there any

thing in existence more interesting than ancold man,

whose mind is stored with wisdom, and whose heart is

full of sensibility?
WERE it supposed probable that any objection would

be made tr. a vigorous spirit of research, an appeal

might be made to the words of Dr. Clarke, alike eminent

for distinction in,virtue and science: "A free and

"impartial inquiry into truth is far from being repre-

"hensible. On the contrary, it is a disposition which

'tvery man ought in himself to
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"labour after, and to,the utmost of his power en-

"courage in others. It is the great foundation of

"all our knowledge, of all true virtue, and of all

"sincere religion."
THIS progressive improvement would be promoted,

in the third place, by inspiring youth with a taste

for, and an attachment to, science, so firm, that it

should be almost impossible to eradicate it in the

subsequent periods of life.
FOR this purpose studies which address themselves

to the heart, as well as those which require strong

mental attention, should invite the exercise of their

thoughts. Rewards should be liberally bestowed, as

well those which furnish the means of moderate pleasure,

as those which confer distinction, Coercion should be

seldom, if ever applted. [Note Ij

BUT this great object would be assisted, more than

any other consideration, by--
RENDERING, in the fourth place,

practical as possible.
THIS idea has been already noticed. But it merits

a more extensive discussion. Next to the first object

it claims the greatest notice.
ALL science ought to derive its rank from its

utility. The real good which it actually does, or is

capable of doing, is the only genuine criterion



I bti

50

of its value. Man may indulge himself in sublime reveries,

but the world will forever remain uninterested in them.
It is only when he applies the powers of his mind to objects

of general use, that he becomes their benefactor; until he

does this he is neither entitled to their gratitude or
applause.

HE is the best friend of man, who makes discoveries
involving effects which benefit mankind the most extensively.
Moral truths are therefore of importance but little short

of infinite. For they apply to numbers which almost evade
enumeration, and to time which loses itself in eternity.
These truths, all agree, are not to be sought in the cloister.

They are only acquired by uniting the calm and patient re-
flection of retirement, with the bold and penetrating ob-

servation of active life.
IN physics, the happiness of mankind is in the highest

degree increased by discoveries and improvements connected
with agriculture and manufactures. These two occupations
employ nine-tenths of most communities, and a much larger
proportion of others. Does it not then become an interest-

ing enquiry, whether it be not expedient in infancy and

youth to communicate to the mind the leading principles
of nature and art in these departments of labour, not only
by a theoretic expolition of them, but also by their

practical developement.
IF almost the whole community be destined to pursue

one or other of these avocations from necessity,
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and if it be the duty of an individual to support himself,
whenever he can, by an exertion of his own powers; and if

these can only yield a sure support from an ability to be

acquired in youth to prosecute a particular branch of
agriculture or mechanics, does it not seem to be the duty

of society to control education in such a way as to secure
to every individual this ability? If this ability existed,

how much misery would be annihilated, how mch crime would

be destroyed? Even under a government,* in which the
happiness of men does not appear to have been the leading

object, the nobility were obliged to be instructed fully

in the principles, and partially in the practice, of a

particular trade.
SHOULD, however, the justice of abridging natural

right in these cases be doubted, and its expedience denied,

the propriety of a union of practical with theoretic
instruction will not be contested in reference to those

who are designed for agriculture or mechanics.
NAKED speculation is either unintelligible or un-

interesting to the young mind, while it delights in ex-
amining external appearances, and often in searching after

their causes. Those objects which have engaged our earliest,
and surely in some respects our happiest days, are cherished
and pursued by the mind with increasing delight in advanced

and old age. From this Oain view of the subject, it ap-

In France.
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pears that in youth the addition of practical to theoret-

ical knowledge would add to its charms; while in maturer

age the blending theoretic with practical knowledge would
render labour more agreeable and engaging.

AS the period of education will, it is probable, in
most instances, be protracted till the child shall be en-

gaged in preparing himself for some employment in life, it

would be important to confine his attention, in a con-
siderable degree, to the acquisition of that kind of
knowledge which would be of the greatest practical use in

the profession for which he is destined. Give the mind

an object worthy of its efforts, and you may rely upon

their being made. In this case tha child would realise
the connection between its present pursuits, and its

future prosperity, and this impression could not fail to

kindle new ardour in its youthful breast.
THE fifth object should be the inspiring youth with

an ardent love for mankind. To accomplish this end, the

preceptor should cautiously avoid instilling into the

mind of his pupil a mean idea of human nature. The pages

of the moralist by debasing man have aided that degeneracy

which they deprecate. We should not even convey a
suspicion of the honesty of him whom we wish to be virtuous.

Those who have led the public mind, so far from attending

to this maxim, have almost universally pourtrayed the
heart and conduct of man as infi-
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nitely depraved; and we have often beheld the gloomy
specta'cle of a misanthropic infant. If we examine'the
tendency of the unperverted principles of nature, we must
acknowledge their hostility to that suspicion and jealousy

which have proceeded from the force of education. The

delight which we all feel on contemplating the absence of

suspicion, is an evidence of the triumph of virtue and

nature. The child has no doubt of the honesty of those
about him, until his mind has received an artificial biass.

HaQing received this unfortunate biass, and looking upon

his fellow-beings as hostile, as he enters on life, he

treats them with suspicion; and perhpas, on the supposition
that they would pursue their own interest even to his in-
jury, he hesitates not to pursue his to theirs. This

aggression, on his part, cannot fail to produce from them
that conduct which he has been taught to expect; and thus
irrationally is strengthened a conviction dictated by

prejudice.
WE know, in our intercourse with the world, that con-

fidence is the parent of friendship, which forbids its

subject to do an act base or dishonourable. On the other

hand, it is alike evident that distrust produces enmity,

and that enmity will often dictate, in the paroxysm of

resentment, a mean and disgraceful action.
IN whatever light this subject is viewed by reason,

it will appear that men are the creatures of sentiment,
and that their virtue is often greatly,
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sometimes altogether, dependent on the 3pinion enter-
tained of them by others. Let us then embrace the
sentiment so forcibly expressed by Sullivan, "It is
"not possible," says he, "for a sane mind, for any
"continuance, to look upon mankind, either as emmets,
"below his Serious attention, or as monsters, more
"worthy of his hatred than his regard."

III. THE manner of accomplishing the objects of
education.

THIS branch of the subject may, in many respects,
claim superior importance to the other branches. It

involves a more detailed statement, and more minute
and specific ideas, than those which have been already
discussed.

IT is to be feared, however, that the necessary
specification of small objects which it requires to ren-
der it clear or useful, may lessen, in the minds of some,
the dignity of the subject, and expose it to the edge of
ridicule. But it should be considered that as education
itself altogether consists in a vigilant attention to
small objects, and would be wholly defeated without such
attention, so that system of education, other cona'dera-
tions being equal, must be the best, wh4.7.n, in thase small
objects, leaves the least to error, nea7-izence and caprice.
As in the natural world the boundless uce:an takes its
source in innumerable petty springs, so tile mind, invigo-
rated with extensive acquisitions, ackmwTedges tt
dependence on the humblest ideas.
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BEFORE we proceed to adjust the several parts of the
system, two interesting enquiries present themselves for
solution.

I. AT what age education should commence?
II. SHOULD education be public or private?
I. EVERY correct view of human nature shews the

young mind, though tender, to be capable of great im-
provement. The injury it so often sustains from yield-
ing to superstitious notions, by being sacrificed to
unmanly fear, and by being wedded to numerous prejudices,
abundantly attests the influence of certain ideas oit the
mind, which had it been honestly directed, would have em-
braced truth instead of delusion, and courage instead of
pusillanimity. Mark the first dawnings of the mind, and
say if the infant exhibit any evidence of attachment to
falsehood? On the contrary, with the most engaging sim-
plicity, you behold it giving expression to truths the
most obvious. Regard the interesting credulitv_with
which the child hears a marvellous story, Until its mind
labour under ;the oppressive burthen of-a-tissue of
supernatural incidents We may then--assume it as an
undeniable fact that an-attachment to truth is the property
of the unperverted mind.

WHILE this Princ4Pie is in its vigour,,it is infi-
nitely important that the mind should be as highly exer-
cised as possible. But, it is said, that it should not
be fatigued, much less oppressed. Granted.
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But, let it in reply be remarked, that at no period of

our life, as at the earliest, are we, in some respects,

so capable of a constant exercise of our faculties.

Every object around, every idea within, is then new.

Noveltyis the source of our highest enjoyment; of course

not an object impesses the senses, not an idea is formed

in the mind, which does not yield the most exquisite

delight. Why is the remembrance of the scenes of child-

hood so dear to us, but from the interesting recollection

of scenes
"Forever varying, and forever new."

ON this branch of the subject, we may gather correct

ideas, by attending to the remarks of a writer of antiquity,

who has for the most part united with masterly skill phil-

osophy and a knowledge of human nature. Quintillion says,

"Some have thought that none should be instructed in letters

"who are under seven years of age, because that early period

"can neither comprehend learning nor endure labour.

"BUT what can they do better from the time at whtch

"they are able totalk? For something they must do. Or

"why should we slight the gain, little as it is, which

"occurs, before the age_of seven? For certainly, howewer

"little that may be which the preceding age shall have

"contributed, yet the boy will be learning greater things

"i'ilthat very year, in which he would otherwise have been

"learning smaller. This, extended to several years,

"amounts to a sum; and whatever is an-
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"ticipated in infancy, is an acquisition to the period of

"youth.
"LET us not then throw away even the very first

"period; and the less so as the elements of learning re-

"quire memory alone, which is not only found in little

"boys, but is very tenacious in them."
IT is true, that the measure of knowledge which in-

fancy will receive is small. But in most systems of

education it has been injudiciously restricted. The

mind has lost half its vigor by being oppressed with the

nomenclature of science. Languages have been exclusively

forced upon it; and it has been compelled to believe
legitimate science to be as unmeaning and as barren as

the words which it has acquired.
HAD a different plan been pursued; had our native

language only occupied the attention until well under-

stood; had the simple elements of morals and physics re-

ceived concurrent incuication,.intellectual strength

might have been secured instead of being spent. The mind,

engaged in objects intimately connected with its own

happiness, and the happiness of those around it, would
have imbibed a love of knowledge, which would probably

never have been lost. [Note K.]
THESE remarks are forcibly illustrated by a luminous

observation of Montesquieu. "Another
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"advantage," says he, "their (the Ancients) edu-
"cation had over ours; it never was effaced by con-
"trary impressions. Epaminondas the last year of
"his life, said, heard, saw, and performed the very
"same things, as at the age in which he received
"the first principles of his education."

ONE consideration may deserve some attention,
though it is not known hitherto to hawe received any;
and as it flows from a general law of nature, its truth
is confided in. All animals excepting man are submitted
almost wholly to their awn efforts as to subsistence and
welfare, as soon as they have acquired physical strength
sufficient to protect them from the invasion of force.
No animal is known to exist which does not require a
certain portion of sagacity to guide it. This sagictty,
it may therefore be fairly supposed to possess as soon
as it attains its physical manhood. :,[an alone, in his
present state, passes a caurse of years in corporeal
manhood, and mentaT infancy. May not the idea be haz-
arded, that this has arisen from false education, which
has retarded the progress of the mind, and protracted
the period of menti,l infancy beyond the limits assignee
it by nature.

FROM these coasiderations, it appears, that the
earlier the mind is placed under a pvoper regimen, the,
greater is the prcoability or produclng the desired effects
Some years must be surrendered to the claims of maternal
regard; some will elapse before the child is able to
attend to any thing but
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those external objects which irresistibly force them-
selves on its notice.

MAKING an allowance of five years, for these un-
avoidable sacrifices, and for the acquisition of those
elements of knowledge which are with facility acquired
in any situation, we arrive at the period of life most
proper for commencing a system of general education.

IT is acknowledged that there is something arbitrary
in fixing the period of commencing the education of
youth, as the mind varies in different persons. Still
however, it seems necessary that age should decide *he
time fit for beginning education, which on the whole,
with perhaps few variations, will be found the least
exceptionable mode of giving to this part of the system
a feature definite and certain; a feature which shall
not be under the control of parental weakness or ig-
norant caprice. If at the age of five, the mind, in

some children, be too tender to receive much, an intel-
ligent instructor will be satisfied with imparting little.
No danger need be apprehended from intense application
at this period of life. Every idea formed in the 'mind
will be simple, and it is only in the combination of
ideas that much mental vigor is required.

II. SHOULD education be public or private?
THE most distinguished talents have been engaged

in the discussion of this subject; and here, as in most
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controversies of a speculative cast, we find a great
diversity of sentiment. Quintillian and Milton are
warm in their eulogium on a public, while Locke is
equally animated in his praise of a private system of
education. The great argument, which may be called
the centre of all others urged, is the productiQn of
emulation by a public education; while the great ob-
jection made to publfc education, is the sacriflce,
alleged to be produced, of morality and honesty_

AS there is, undoubtedly, truth on both sides, it
becomes necessary to consider what weight the alleged
advantages and disadvantages ought to possess in de-
termining the preference of the judgment to one over
the other system. It will, perhaps, be possible to
reconcile the apparently conflicting ideas, in such
a way, as to make the result of benefit produce2d
infinitely larger than the risque of injury suTtained.

THE early period of.life is under parental and
especially maternal control. The solicitude of a
mother is now the best, the only protection, which the
child can recieve. Some years elapse, before the mind
seems capable of being impressed with true or false
knowledge in a degree sufficient to influence its
future expansion, and during this period, it is for-
tunate that we have not occasion to regret the _Inen-
lightened state of the female mind. But though these
years do not mark much strength of mind, yet they
rapidly unfold and form the dif-
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position, which seldom fails to receive a virtuous
bias from a mother, who, however vicious herself,
feels deeply interested in the virtue of her off-
spring. Hence those amiable affections are excited
which are the ornament of human nature. Before the
age of five the child seldom feels a disposition to
do an immoral thing; and even if it should exhibit
such a symptom, the temper is so flexible, that it
easily yields to a more virtuous direction.

THE young mind, having passed five years of its
existence, free from much corruption, and a plan of
education being now commenced, it becomes an object
of consideration whether the child should remain with
its parents, or be separated from them.

AS a large portion of parental solicitude still
exists, which alone seems capable of securing a vi-
gilant attention to those little indications of temper
and mind which now so profusely appear, it seems highly
important that the child should still remain under the
immediate control of parental authority. That affection
which, on the part of the.child, is but half formed,
will have time and opportunity to gain strengths a
love of domestic tranquillity will be produced, and
both these principles will form a firm shield to virtue.

ON the other hand, the daily attendance at school
will withdraw the mind of the child from an entire
dependence on its parents; will place i in situati-
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crA demanding the exercise of its faculties; and will
strengthen, instead of weakening, its attachment to

gl;Dmestic scenes. To be deprived of that which we love

is in some de,grae painful to us all; to children it is

paAnful in the nighest degree. Yet a habit of voluntary
ar cumpulsory abstinence from pleasure is absolutely
necessary to human happiness.

THE child, in this situation, having its time di-

vided between school, the hours of diversion, and those

spent in the house of its parents, will, perhaps, re-

main as free filvm a prDstration of morals, as can be

Eapected in infaincy. This, indeed, is the plan, which

u-niversally prevails in the civilized world, and its

Lwniversality is certainly some argument in its favour.
LET this plan, partly domestic and partly public,

be pursued till the mind begins boldly to expand it-

self, and to indicate an ability and an inclination to

think for itself. The commencement of this capacity

of combining fdaas takes place about the age of ten.

We have now ,--eached the period which claims the closest

attention. The mind now feels its vigour, and delights

fn displaying Yt. Ambition is kindled, emulation burns

a desire of su:.rerority and distinction are roused.

THIS, then, appears to be the era, if ever, of pub -

lic education. The indulgence of parental tenderness
should now be exchanged for the patient and
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unobstructed exercise of the mental powers. Let us

attend to the advantages of the two rival systems at

this period.
WITH regard to the plan of public Education;
1. EMULATION is excited. Without numbers there

can be no emulation. It is founded on the love of

distinction. In a private family this distinction
cannot be acquired.

2. AN attention to study, when the child is re-

moved from the house of its parent, may be uninter-

ruped; whereas while it resides with him a thousand

trifling, menial, avocations, will always take pre-

cedence. From this results the conviction in the mind

of the child that study is altogether subordinate to
the objects to which it is compelled to attend.

3. BUT, above every other consideration, the
system of public education, inspires a spirit of in-

dependent reflection and conduct. Removed from a

scene, where it has little occasion to think, and less

to act, the child now finds itself placed in a situation

free from rigid parental authority. [Note L.] Placed

in the midst of objects of pursuit, its preference of

one object to another, is often determined by its own

volition. Hence reflection is excited; and with children
there is certainly no danger of too much thought;--the

only apprehension is that 'chere being too 'Aittle.
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LET a sqlrit of independent reflection animate a

large number .if even youthful minds, and the acquisition

of useful trujths will soon be rapid. This spirit, aided

by the instrut2tion of enlightened precepts, must give an

undeniabTe eEsc7endency to the public over the private plan.

ERROR 1. never more dangerous than in the mouth of

a parent_ 77,z child, from the dawn of its existence,

accustomed L receive as undoubted every idea from this

quarter, rs_...am, if ever, questions the truth of what it

is told. '.ce prejudices are as hereditary as titles;

and you ma% Mmost universally know the sentiments of

the son LI t=-3se of the father. [Note M.] Now by ed-

ucation remote from parental influence, the errors of

the father (.-:,ase to be entailed upon the child--Still

farther, -Itne. child, having acquired true ideas, very

often, frmr tile superior force of truth, dissipates the

errors of hii. parent by the remonstrances of reason.

AS erd:tion professes to improve the state and

character sT----men, and not barely to oppose their de-

clension, f- must follow that domestic education is im-

proper, a does no more, even if successful, than

secure thrz-7. 'ist at the expence of the first.

WHEN consider the argument urged against public

education .-or only one is urged with any tenacity) we

shall find triat the evil it deprecates arises from the

imperfection of human nature, more than from any ap-

propriate and exclusive property of public education.
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"WHEREVER there are numbers of children as-

"sembled together, there will be mischief and im-

"morality." This is true; but is it so extensively

true as to znuntervail the numerous advantages which

have been blat partially stated? Is it equal to the

injury sustained by the mechanical adoption of parental

error or vice? More mischief, more immorality, have

sprung fron this source, than from the one complained

of. On tim .? other hand does not the conduct of children,

in a public institution, in a considerable degree, re-

semble thm actions of men in the world? The knowledge,

therefore, thus acquried, though sometimes at the ex-

pense of honesty and truth, must be deemed of some im-

portance. It is probable that it arose from the spirit

of their plans of education, that Sparta was the last

nation that fell a prey to the Macedonians. and Crete

to the Romans. The Samnites, Montesquieu observes, had

the same institutions, which furnished those very Romans

with the subject of four and twenty triumphs. Indeed,

though it be probable, that no plan can ever be devised,

which shall admit all the advantages of an honorable and

zealous mitipetition, and exclude all the injuries hereto-

fore so closely allied as to be deemed inseparable, yet

some improvement ought not to be despaired of, amidst

the univer1 tendency of every thing to amelioration.

THE dissussion of this subject apwears in some

measure -.gupee-seded, and the preference unequivo-
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cally established of the public over the private plan,

by the small expence of the first, compared with the

impracticable expence of the last. If parents educated

their children, the hours withdrawn from business would

alone impoverish them.
BEFORE a detail is given of the course of education

proposed, it may be proper concisely to state the points,

which it has been the object of the preceding remarks

to establish.
IN THE FIRST PLACE, virtue and wisdom have been

deemed to possess an inseparable connection, and the

degree and efficiency of the one has been decided to

depend on the measure and vigor of the other. From

this proposition the inference is deduced that a nation

cannot possibly be too enlightened, and that the most

energetic zeal is necessary to make it sufficiently so

for the great interests of virtue and happiness.

SECONDLY. That it is the duty of a nation to su-

oerintend and even to coerce the education of children,

and that high considerations of expediency not only

justify, but dictate the establishment of a system,

which shall place under a control, independent of, and

superior to, parental authority, the education of

children.
THIRDLY. The,-preference has been given at a

certain age to public education over domestic education.
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FOURTHLY. The period of education recommended

has been fixed at an age so early, as to anticipate

the reign of prejudice, and to render the first im-

pressions made on the mind subservient to virtue and

truth.
GUIDED by these principles it is proposed;

I. THAT the,period of education be from 5 to 18.

II. THAT every male child, without exception, be

educated.
III. THAT the instructor in every district be di-

rected to attend to the faithful execution of this in-

junction. That it be made punishable by law in a parent

to neglect offering his child to the preceptor for in-

struction.
V. THAT every parent, who wishes to deviate in

the education of his children from the established system,

be made responsible for devoting to the education of his

children as much time as the established system prescribes

V. THAT a fund be raised from the citizens in the

ratio of their property.
VI. THAT the system be composed of primary schools;

of colleges; and of a UniVersity.
VII. THAT the primary schools be divided into two

clases; the first consisting of boys from 5 to 10 years

old; the second consisting of boys from 10 to
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18.--And t!-;at these classes be subdivided, if necessary,

into smaller ones.
VIII. THAT the instruction given to the first class

be the rudiments of the English Language, Writing, Arith-

metic, the commission to memory and delivery of select

pieces, inculcating moral duties, describing natural

phonomena, or displaying correct fancy.

IX. THOUGH this class is formed of boys between

the age of 5 and 10 years, yet should rapid acquisitions

be made in the above branches of knowledge at an earlier

age than that of 10, the boy is to be promoted into the

second class.
X. THE most solemn attention must be paid to avoid

instilling into the young mind any ideas or sentiments

whose truth is not unequivocally
established by the un-

dissenting suffrage of the enlightened and virtuous part

of mankind.
XI. THAT the instruction given to the second class

be an extended and more correct knowledge of Arithmetic;

of the English language, comprising plain rules of crit-

icism and composition; the concise study of General

History, and a more detailed acquaintance with the history

of our own country; of Geography; of the laws of nature,

practically illustrated. That this practical illustration

consist in an actual devotion of a portion of time to agri-

culture and mechanics, under the superintendance
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of the preceptor. That it be the duty of this class to

commit to memory, and frequently to repeat, the consti-

tution, and the fundamental laws of the United States.

XII. THAT each primary school consist of 50 boys.

XIII. THAT such boys be admitted into the college

as shall be deemed by the preceptor to be worthy, from

a manifestation of industry and talents, of a more ex-

tended education. That one boy be annually chosen out

of the second class of each primary school for this

preferment.
XIV. THAT the students at college so promoted be

supported at the public expence, but that such other

students may be received, as shall be maintained by

their parents.
XV. THAT the studies of the college consist in a

still more extended acquaintance with the above stated

branches of knowledge, together with the cultivation

of polite literature.
XVI. THAT each college admit 200 students.

XVII. THAT an opportunity be furnished to those

who have the ability, without
interfering with the es-

tablished studies, of acquiring a knowledge of the

modern languages, music, drawing, dancing, and fencing;

and that the permission to cultivate these accomplish-

ments he held forth as the reward of dfligence and

talents.
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XVIII. THAT a National University be established,
in which the highest branches of science and literature
shall be taught. That it consist of students promoted

from the colleges. That one student out of ten be an-
nually chosen for this promotion by a majority of the
suffrcges of the professors of the college to which he
may belong..

XIX. THAT the student so promoted be supported at
the public expence, and be lodged within the walls of
the University; remaining so long as he please on a
salary, in consideration of his devoting his time to
the cultivation of science or literature, in which last
case he shall become a fellow of the University.

XX. THE number of professors in the College and

thie,University:is not fixed; but it is proposed tilat

the last contain a prefessor of every branch, of useful

knowledge.
XXI. IT is proposed that the professors be in the

first instance designated by law; that afterwards, in

all cases of vacancy, the professors of the college
chuse the preceptors of the primary schools, and that
the professors of the University chuse the professors
of the colleges.

XXII. FOR the promotion of literature and science,

it is proposed that a board of literature and science
be established on the following prinicples:
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IT shall consist of fourteen persons skilled in the
several branches of, 1. Languages. 2. Mathematics.

3. Geography and History. 4. Natural Philosophy in
general. 5. Moral Philosophy. 6. En3lish Language,
Belle Lettres, and Criticism. 7. Agriculture. 8.

Manufactures. 9. Government and Laws. 10. Medicine.

11. Theology. 12. Elements of taste, including
principles of Music, Architecture, Gardening, Drawing,
&c. 13. Military Tactics. And in addition, 14. A

person eminently skilled in Science, who shall be

President of the board.
THE persons forming the board shall, in the first

instance, be determined by law, and in case of vacancy,
a new election shall be held by the remaining members

of the board.
TWENTY years subsequent to the commencement of the

established system, all vacancies shall be supplies by
a choice made in the first instance by the professors of
the University, which shall be then approved by,a majority
of cplleges, the professors of each college- voting by
themselves; and finally sanctioned by a majority of the
fellows of the University voting. No person under 30
years of age shall be eligible.

THE Persons, so elected, shall hold their offices
during life, and receive a liberal salary, which shall
render them independent in their circumstances. No

removal shall take place unless approved by the suffrages
of three-fourths of the colleges, three-
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fourths of the professors of the University, and three-

fourths of the fellows of the University.

IT shall be the duty of this board to form a system

of national education to be observed in the University,

the colleges, and the primary schools; to chuse the pro-

fessors of the University; to fix the salaries of the

several officers; and to superintend the general interests

of the institution.
AS merit and talents are best secured by liberal re-

wards, a fund shall be established and placed under the

control of this board, out of which premiums shall be

paid to such persons as shall, by their writings, excel

in the treatment of the subjects proposed by the board

for discussion, or such as shall make any valuable dis-

covery.
IT shall further be the duty of this board to pe-

ruse all literary or scientific productions submitted

to them by any citizen, and in-.case they shall pronounce

any such work worthy of general perusal and calculated

to extend the sphere of useful knowledge, it shall be

printed at the public expence, and the author rewarded.

IT shall be the especial duty of the board to de-

termine what authors shall be read or studied in the

several institutions, and at any time to substitute one

author for another.
AS the extensive diffus-ion of knowledge is admi-

rably promoted by libraries, it shall be in the power
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of the board to establish them, wherever it shall see

fit; and to direct all original productions of merit

to be introduced into them.
IT is not concealed, that on the establishment of

this board, the utility, the energy, and the dignity of

the proposed system are deemed greatly to depend. It

will therefore be proper to exhibit with some minuteness

the reasons which render such an institution expedient,

or in other words to state the advantages which may be

expected to be derived from it.
OUR seminaries of learning have heretofore been

under the management of men, either incompetent to their

superintendance, or not interested in a sufficient de-

gree in their welfare. Voluntary and disinterested

services, however honorable, are but rarely to be ob-

tained. The zeal, which embarks a man of talents in

the promotion of any object, will cool; unless sustained

by some substantial benefits, either received or ex-

pected. It is almost impossible in this country for

the case to be different. Affluence is so uncommonithat

few are to be found who possess it in union with intel-

lectual attainments.
Independent of this consideration,

it is generally conceded that more know:edge is to be

expected from men in a subordinate sphere of life, who

are constrained to cultivato their minds, than from

those who can live, without such cultivation, in ease

and affluence. From this combination of acknowledged

facts, it must clearly appear that every



170

74

advantage will flow from the institution of the pro-

posed board, which either does or can proceed from those

formed on the existing plans, and that great and exclusive

additional benefits may be expected.
THE high responsibility of this board will insure

its fidelity. Every member of it, being distinguished by

eminent attainments in some department of learning, will

be constrained by the powerful obligations due to charac-

ter, to superintend with zeal and honesty those concerns

specially delegated to him. No branch of science or lit-

erature will flourish at the expence of another, as they

will all be represented at this board. This board being

the source from which all inferior appointments proceed,

if it be governed in its choice of persons by incorrupt

nd intelligent motives, the several stations of professors

and preceptors will probably be filled with men equally

eminent for knowledge and industry.
SO far the advantages connected with the establish-

ment of such a board have been contemplated in their im-

mediate relation to the education of youth. Benefits,

equally great and more splendid, will flow to society,

from the security given to morals, and the impulse given

to science. To this board, if liberally endowed with

funds, talents will look for sure protection and encourage-

ment. Not only talents previously existing will be re-

warded and animated to the noblest efforts, but talents

which had never otherwise existed, will trace their crea-
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tion to this institution. The reliance on having publicity

given to their discoveries and researches, and the being

rewarded by fame and some share of pecuniary assistance,

will encourage all those who feel conscious of possessing

great powers of mind, to give them activity and expansion

AS it may be relied upon that a body of men, well

known, and possessing a full sense of the value of char-

acter, will guard with peculiar circumspection, the in-

terests of virtue, and will only reward talents when

exerted in its cause, we may expect that authors, as

they regard the approbation of this board, will be care-

ful to promote and not attack morals. Hence it may be

inferred that fewer vicious productions will issue from

the press, than at present disgrace it.

WHEN it is considered how slow literary merit is at

present in receiving its reward, and that post-humous is

more frequent than living fame; when it is considered how

detrimental this circumstance is to the acquisitin of

knowledge; when it is further considered that poverty is

almost always the sure lot of devotion to science; it be-

comes difficult to assign limits to the advantages which

science would derive from always knowing where to meet

with protection, and receive both reputation and pecuniarY

reward. Every work recommended to general acceptance by

this board would surely go into a rapid circulation, which

of itself .will generally amply recompense the author.
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IF any one circumstance.be more connected with the

virtue and happiness of the United States than another,

it is the substitution of works defining correctly, po-

litical, moral and religious duty, in the place of those

which are at present in use. The radical ideas we have

already established, and which are in a great measure

peculiar to us, claim a new and entirely different ex-

position from that which they have yet received. Every

new work, therefore, which comes from the pen of a

citizen, may be deemed an :mportart acquisition, a stay

to our virtue and a shield to our happiness.
EXCLUSIVELY of the enumerated advantages, which

science may derive from this board, great advances in

knowledge may be expected from the individual contribu-

tions of its several members. Inured in the early period

of their lives to close application, having acquired the

habits of patient and persevering study, and at length

being placed in independent and easy circumstances, we

need not fear disappointment in expecting from them per-

formances and discoveries of the first order.
IN considering the objections likely to be urged

against embracing the plan of education here proposed,

only two of much importance are foreseen. The first is

its extensiveness, the second its expence.
AS the extensiveness can only be objectionable in

reference to the expence, this alone seems to require

examination.
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TO give a airrial to this system, liberal com-

pensation should be allowed to the preceptors and pro-

fPssors. Their offices should be esteemed as honorable

as any employments, either public or private, in the

community; and one sure way of rendering them so is to

attach to them independence. Without this appendage we

shlll in vain expect that exclusive attention to science

and professional duty, which can alone accomplish the

ends desired.
THE necessary expence must, then, be submitted to

without reluctance. On an enquiry into the sources of

taxation we shall find more encouragement than C!--

couragement. When it is stated that the wealth of the

state of Pennsylvania alone may be estimated at more

than 400 million of dollars, it will at once be seen

how little the most liberal sum, raised for the purpose

of education, would partake of- burthen or oppression.

When on the other hand the greatness of the object is

correctly estimated and truly felt, all prejudices ought

at once to be annihilated; and it is only doing justice

to the patriotism of our citizens to believe' that they

would be annihilated.
TWO subjects connected with a general system of

education, viz, female instruction, and that whiCh has

been'Called ornamental, have been avoided. Both of these

certainly involve very important considerations. But in

the_ eiisting diversity of-opinion respecting the nature

and extent of the first, such coincid-ence and agreement

as to produce-a system
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must absolutely be despaired of. It is sufficient, per-
haps, for the present that the improvement of women is
marked by a rapid progress, and that a prospect opens
equal to their most ambitious desires.--With regard to
ornamental instruction, it wou'd seem to rest more on
principles of expediency than of necessity. It may, also,
be considered as a kind of mental luxury, which like that
of a grosser nature, will impercepl:ibly, but surely, by
the allurements and pleasures which its cultivation holds
forth, insinuate itself into general acceptance. But as
it is of some consequence, that a plan of instruction in
the polite arts should be devised, t,nich so far from being
imcompatible with, might aid the promotion of branches of
knowledge more immediately necessary, it is proposed, that
a limited opportunity be offered in the colleges, and a
full one in the university, to become acquainted with the
principles as well as execution of every polite art._ The

effects of these elegant pursuits on the mind and temper
are of the most beneficial nature. [Note N.] They may be
emphatically denominated the finished offspring of civil-
ization and refinement. Besides, a system of sufficient
comprehensiveness should contain a department for every
species of genius. Every spark of mental energy should
be cherished. The mind should be left free to chuse its
favourite object, and when chosen should find the means
of prosecuting it with ardour.
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SUCH is the system proposed. Its imperfections are
beyond doubt numerous. Of this fact, no man can be more
sensible than their author. In the discussion of a sub-
ject, which has ably employed the pens of the most dis-
tinguished writers, without producing a general conviction
of the preference of one plan over another, it became the
writer to exercise as much diffidence as consists with
the exposition of truth. If he has manifested in any part
of the preceding speculations the appearance of arrogant
confidence in his own sentiments, he trusts it will be
ascribed to his impressions of the importance of the sub-
ject, and not to a vain attachment to his peculiar ideas.
He who is solemnly impressed with interesting truths, will
thitA with energy, and express his thoughts with decision.

NOTWITHSTANDING the universal agreement of all men in
this country as to the necessity of a reform in education,
so essentially do their professions disagree with their
actions, that nothing short of the commanding eloquence of
truth, without cessation thundered on their ears, can pro-
duce that concurrence of action, that unity of effort,
which shall give efficiency to a wise system of education.
Let then the voice of the good man mingle with that of the
wise in announcing the necessity of speedily adopting such
a measure. Instead of one party denouncing another for
equivocal political crimes, let all parties unite in attest-
ing their patriotism by their co-operating efforts in so
great a cause. Is it a
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question with any man whether our liberties are secure?

Let him know that they depend upon the knowledge of the

people, and that this knowledge depends upon a compre-

hensive and energetic system of education. It is true

that some nations have been free without possessing a

large portion of illumination; but their freedom has

been precarious and accidental, and it has fallen as

it rose.
THE two things which we are most interested in se-

curing are harmony at home, and respect abroad. By calling

into active operation the mental resources of a nation, our

political institutions will be rendered more perfect, ideas

of justice will be diffused, the advantages of the undis-

turbed enjoyment pf tranquillity and industry will be per-

ceived by every one, and our mutual dependence on each

other will LE rendered conspicuous. The great result will

be harmony. Discord and strife have always proceeded from,

or risen upon, ignorance and passion. When the first has

ceased to exist, and the last shall be virtuously directed,

we shall be deprived of every source of misunderstanding.

The sword would not need a scabbard, were all men enlight-

ened by a conviction of their true interests.

HARMONY at home must produce respect abroad. For

the aera is at hand when America may hold the tables of

justice in herr,hanci, and proclaim them to the unresisting

observance of the civilized world. Her numbers and her

wealth vie with each other in
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the rapidity of their increase. But the immutable wisdom

of her institutions Oill have a more efficient moral in-

fluence, than her physical strength. Possessed of both

she f.:nnot fail to assume, without competition, the

station assigned her by an overruling power.
SUCH is the bright prospect of national dignity and

happiness, if America give to her youth the advantages of

a liberal and just education. On the other hand, should

avarice, prejudice, or malice, frustrate this great object,

and should a declension of knowledge, gradually, but not

the less decisively as to a future period, be suffered to

triumph, the prospect is gloomy and.dreadful. Gigantic

power misapplie , towering ambition unsatiated with cre-

minal gratification, avarice trampling poverty under foot,

mark but a few of the dark shades which will, in all

probability, envelop wir political horizon. On such an

event, we must expect the miseries of oppression at home,

and conquest abroad.
IT may interest the attention, as it certainly will

amuse the fancy, to trace the effects of the preceding

principles of education on a future age. It has been ob-

served that however virtuous, enlightened and vigorous our

first efforts to aggrandize the human character, it were,

notwithstanding, folly to expect the celerity of preter-

natural agency. A system founded on true principles must

gradually and cautiously eradicate error, and substitute

truth. The.period, will, therefore, be remote before the
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world is benefitted by its complete developement.

LET us contemplate the effects of a just system,

I. ON THE INDIVIDUAL CITIZEN.
II. ON THE UNITED STATES.
III. ON THE WORLD.
I. THE citizen, enlightened, will be a freeman in

its truest sense. He will know his rights, an4 he will

understand the rights of others; discerning the connection

of his interest with the perservation of these rights, he

will as firmly support those of his fellow men as his own.

Too well informed to be misled, too virtuous to be cor-

rupted, we shall behold man consistent and inflexible.

Not at one moment the child of patriotism, and at another

the slave of despotism, we shall see. him in principle

forever the same. Immutable in his character, inflexible

in his honesty, he will feel the dignity of his nature

and chearfully obey the claims of duty. He will look upon

danger without dismay, for he will feel within himself

the power of averting, or the faculty of disarming it.

With Lucretius, he may say,
"IT is a view of delight to stand or walk on the

"shore side and to see a ship tossed with tempest

"upon the sea, or to be in a fortified tower, and

"to see two battles joined upon a plain. But it is
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"a pleasure incomparable for the mind of man to

"be settled, landed and fortified in the certainty

"of truth, and from thence to descry and behold

"the errors, perburbations, labours and wanderings

"up and down of other men."
THE love of knowledge, which even a moderate portion

of information never fails to inspire, would at the sam-2

time shut up many sources of misery, and open more sources

of happiness. The love of wealth would cease to be the

predominant passion of the heart; other objects would

divide the attention, and perhaps challenge and receive

a more constant regard.
THE acquisition of knowledge is open to all. It

injures no one. Its object is disiiiterested. It delights

in distinction only so far as it increases the mass of

public good. Here then is an object which all may pursue

without the interference of one with another. So far from

producing interference, it will constantly tend to destroy

it;for the more men think, the more they will resemble

each other, and the more they resemble each other, the

stronger will their mutual attachment be.

II. VIEWING the effects of such a system on the

United States, the first result would be the giving per-

petuity to those political principles so closely connected

with our present happiness. In addition to these might be

expected numerous improvements in our political economy.
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BY these means government without oppression, and

protection without danger, will exist in their necessary

strength.
POLITICS are acknowledged to be still in their in-

fancy. No circumstance could so rapidly promote the

growth of this science as an universal illumination of

mind. The minds of millions centering in one point,

could not fail to produce the sublimest discoveries.

Hence the prospect that our political institutions would

quickly mature into plans as perfect as human happiness

would require.
IF all the genius of a nation could be impelled into

active exertion, philosophy, both moral and physical, would

soon present a new face. Every new discovery would probably

tend to abridge the labour of the body, and to allow op-

portunity, as well as inspire inclination, to cherish re-

flection. Man would feel himself in possession of two

extensive sources of enjoyment, the exercise of the body,

and the reflection of the mind; and he would soon find

the last as submissive as the first.
THIS state of things could not fail to elevate the

United States far above other nations. Possessed of every

source of happiness, under the guardianship of all neces-

sary power, she would soon become a model for the nations

of the earth. This leads in the third place to,

III. THE consideration of the effects of such a

system on the world.
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NATION is influenced as powerfully by nation, as one

individual is influenced by another. Hence no sooner

shall any one nation demonstrate by practical illustration

the goodness of her political institutions, than other

nations will imperceptibly introduce corresponding features

into their systems. No truth is more certain, than that

man will be happy if he can. He only wants a complete

conviction of the means, to pursue them with energy and

success. This conviction the United States may be destined

to flash on the world.
INDEPENDENT of this necessary effect:other effects

Will he produced. Many of the most enlightened of our

citizens will traverse the globe with the spirit of phil-

osophical research. They will carry with them valuable

information and an,ardent enthusiasm to diffuse it. Its

diffusion will be the aera of reform wherever it goes.

BUT more important, still, will be the example of the

most powerful nation on earth, if that example exhibit

dignity, humility and intelligence. Scarcely a century

can elapse, before the population of America will be equal,

and her power superior, to that of Europe. Should the

principles be then established, which have been contem-

plated, and the connection be demonstrated between human

happiness and the peaceable enjoyment of industry and the

indulgence of reflection, we may expect to see America

too enlightened and virtuous to spread the horrors of

war over the Face of any country,



176

86

and too magnanimous and powerful to suffer its existence
where she can prevent it. Let us, then, with rapture
anticipate the aera, when the triumph of peace and the
prevalence of virtue shall be rendered secure by the
diffusion of useful knowledge.

No ES.

NOTE A.--p. 23.

"ASTRONOMY is Not mere'ly a speculative sci-
"ence; its use is as extensive as its researches are profound.
"To it, navigation owes its safety; to it, commerce is in-
"debted for its ee:ension, and Geography for it improve-
"ment. But, what ove all, speaks its praise, is, that it
"has led t way to the diffusion of knowledge, and to
"the civi ization of mankind."

Sullivan, vol. I. p. 426.

NOTa B.--p. 23.

"What benefits do we receive from the celebratedAeeds
"of an Alexander or a Caesar? But Pythagoras gave us
"our commerce and our riches; if it be true, that he in-
"vented the 47th proposition of the first book of Euclid,
"which is the foundation of Trigonometry, and conse-
"quently of Navigation."

Sullivan, vol. 6. p. 303.
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NOTE C.--p. 23.

"Generally let this be a rule, that all partitions of know-
"ledge, be accepted rather for lines and veins, than for
"sections and separations; and that the continuance and
"entireness of knowledge be preserved. For the contrary
"hereof hath made particular sciences to become barren,
"shallow, and erroneous, while they have not been nou-
"rished and maintained from the common fountain."

Bacon, vol. 2. p. 478.

NOTE D.--p. 29.

"And it is without all controversy, that learning doth
"make the minds of men gentle, generous, amiable, and
"pliant to government; whereas ignorance makes them
"churlish, thwarting and mutinous: And the evidence of
"time doth clear this assertion, considering that the most
"barbarous, rude and unlearned times have been most sub-
"ject to tumults, seditions and changes."

Bacon, vol. 2. p. 421.

NOTE E.--p. 32.

"Is not such the delight of mental superiority, that
"none on whom nature, or study, have conferred it, would
"purchase the gifts of fortune by its loss."

Sullivan, vol. 6. p. 110.

NOTE F.--p. 39.

"It is proper to remind parents, that their children be-
"long to the state, and, that in their edLcation, they ought
'.'to conform to the rules which it prescribes."

Preliminary speech of Cambaceres, on a
plan of E., Civil Code for France.

89

NOTE G.--p. 41.

"Let no man, upon a weak conceit of sobriety, or an
"ill applied moderation, think or maintain, that a man
"can search too far, or be too well studied in the books
"of God's word, or in the book of God's work; divinity
"or philosophy; but rather let men endeavour an endless
"progress, or proficience in truth."

Bacon's works, vol. 2. p. 417.



NOTE G.--p. 41.

"Let no man, upon a weak conceit of sobriety, or an
"ill applied moderation, think or maintain, that a man
"can search too far, or be too well studied in the books
"of God's word, or in the book of God's work; divinity
"or philosophy; but rather let men endeavour an endless
"progress, or proficience in truth."

Bacon's works, vol. 2. p. 417.

NOTE H.--p. 43.

"The savage receives divine truths carelessly, hears them
"w:th indifference, apprehends them confusedly, and suf-
"fek^s them soon to be obliterated from his memory. But a
"Newton listens to them attentively, weighs them delibe-
"rately, comprehends them accurately, and keeps them in
"careful remembrance. In short nothing can secure the mind
"from error and imposture, but the precision arising from a can-
"did philosophical spirit, which admits no terms that are not
"clears no premises that are not evident; and no conclusions
"that do not intuitively follow premises well ascertained."

Sullivan's view of Nature, vol. 2. p. 231.

NOTE 1.--p. 49.
"The end of masters in the long course of their studies

"is to habituate their scholars to serious application, to
-"mateth-em-10-v-e-444vialltv the sciences, and to cultivate
"such a taste as shall make them thii---s-fITYFFtremwtem
"they are gone from school." Rollin.

177 B

(89 concluded)

NOTE K.--p. 57.

"There is nothing to hinder a child from acquiring
"every'useful branch of knowledge, and every elegant ac-

18,$
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"complishment suited to his age, without impairing his
"constitution; but then the greatest attention must be paid
"to the powers of the bcdy and the mind, that they nei-
"ther be allowed to languish for want of exercise, nor be
"exerted beyond what they can bear." Dr. Gregory.

Further,

"He, who in his early age, has been taught to study
"and revere the characters of the sages, heroes, statesmen,
"and philosophers, who adorn the annals of Greece and
"Rome, will necessarily imbibe the most liberal notions.
"He will catch a portion of that generous enthusiasm,
"which has warmed the hearts, and directed the conduct,
"of the benefactors and ornaments of the human race."

Knox, p. 172.

NOTE L.--p. 63.

"Too long have we been accustomed to consider as an
"authority, a duty of protection engraved by nature in our
"hearts. Contrary to the eternal order of thing, a power
"of administration has been turned to the exclusive advan-
"tage of those by whom it was exercised. This mistaken
"idea originated in the opinion long implicitly received,
"that man can belong to man, an atrocious system which
"the Romans modified in the days of their refinement,
"and which we propose totally to overthrow, by reducing
"the relations between father and child to kindness and be-
!!nefits on the one side, and to respect and gratitude on the
"other."

Preliminary speech of Cambaceres, on a
plan of a civil Code for France.

91

NOTE M.--p. 64.

These are the sentiments of Juvenal, whom justice for-
bids us solely to regard as a poet. His character is only
duly appiseciated by considering him as one of the most en-
lightened and inflexible moralists of antiquity.

"There are many reprehensible things which the parents
"themselves point out and hand down to their children--
"So nature orders it; the examples of vice which we see at
"home corrupt us sooner than anL other--One or two,
"whose hearts Titan has formed of better clay, and with a
"partial hand, may, indeed escape the influence of such
"example; but the rest are led into those footsteps of their
"fathers which ought to be shunned; and the path of
"some habitual vice pointed out for a long time, by a pa-
"rent, draws them into it."

NOTE N.--p. 78.

"A just taste in the fine arts, by sweetening and harmo-
"nizing the temper, is a strong antidote to the turbulence
"of passion. Elegance of taste procures to a man so much
"enjoyment at home, or easily within reach, that, in or-
"der to be occupied, he is, in youth, under no temptation
"to precipitate into hunting, gaming, drinking; nor, in
"middle age, to avar-He. A just relish of what is beauti- 124-
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"ful, proper, elegant, and ornamental, in writing or
"painting, in architecture or gardening, is a fine prepa-
"ration for discerning what is beautiful, just, elegant or
"magnanimous in character or behaviour." Lord Kaims's
elements of criticism.

"The truth is, that polite learning is found by experi-
"ence to be friendly to all that is amiable and laudable in
"social intercourse; friendly to morality. It has a secret
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"but powerful influence in softening and meliorating the

"disposition. True and correct taste directly tends to
"restrain the extravagancies of passion, by regulting that
"nurse of passion, a disordered imagination."

Knox'f, plan of a liberal Education, p. 8.

THE END.



Two Parties Then Do Exist
Notes on Christoph Daniel Ebeling's letter of July 30, 1795 and other letters in:

The Essential Jefferson

"It is hir-hly interoctinf to our country, and it is the duty of its functionaries
to provide that every citizen in it should receive an education proportioned to
the condf.tion and 1Dursuits of his life."

"At every of those schools shall be taught reading, writing, and common
arithme'uick, and the books which shall be tsed therein for instructing the

children to read ha1l be such as will at the same time make them acquainted with.

Graecian, Roman, English, and American history. At these schools all the
free children, male and female, resident within the respective hundred,
shall be intitled to receive tuition gratis, for the term of Lhree years, and
as much leanger, at their private expence, as their parents, guardians, or
friends shall think proper."

**.***there are many long passages marked in this group of letters which should

be'checked teo.

1. #8 is especially good on public educaM.on.

. #17 is also -- some repeats of 8 but often clearer in form.

Explanation of early two party system as evidenced in newspapers and
periodicals of the time.

Discusses effect of Jay Treaty on early two party split in American political

life.

5. Politics and public education.
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io
ns

, G
ov

er
nm

en
t,

Po
lit

ic
al

 E
co

no
m

y.
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I 
T

he
 E

ss
en

tia
l J

ef
fe

rs
on

3d
, o

r 
Pr

of
es

si
on

al
 G

ra
de

s
T

he
ol

og
y 

an
d 

E
cc

le
si

as
tic

al
 H

is
to

ry
; L

aw
, M

un
ic

ip
al

 a
nd

Fc
:e

ig
n;

 P
ra

ct
ic

e 
of

 M
ed

ic
in

e;
 M

at
cr

ia
 M

ed
ic

a 
an

d 
Ph

ar
.

m
ac

y;
 S

ur
ge

ry
; A

rc
hi

te
ct

ur
e,

 M
ili

ta
ry

 a
nd

N
av

al
, a

nd
 P

ro
-

je
ct

ile
s;

 T
ec

hn
ic

al
 P

hi
lo

so
ph

y;
 R

ur
al

 E
co

n 
)m

y;
 F

in
e 

A
rt

s.
O

n 
th

is
 s

ur
ve

y 
of

 th
e 

fi
el

d 
of

 s
ci

en
ce

, I
 r

ec
ur

 to
 th

e 
qu

es
-

tio
n,

 w
ha

t p
or

tio
n 

of
 it

 w
e 

m
ar

k 
ou

t f
or

 th
e 

oc
cu

pa
tio

n 
of

ou
r 

in
st

itu
tio

n?
 W

ith
 th

e 
fi

rs
t g

ra
de

 'o
f

ed
uc

at
io

n 
w

e 
sh

al
l

ha
ve

 n
ot

hi
ng

 to
 d

o.
 T

he
 s

ci
en

ce
s 

of
 th

e 
se

co
nd

 g
ra

de
 a

re
 o

ur
fi

rs
t o

bj
ec

t; 
an

d,
 to

 a
da

pt
 th

em
 ,t

o 
ou

r 
sl

en
de

r 
be

gi
nn

in
gs

, w
e

m
us

t s
ep

ar
at

e 
th

em
 in

to
 g

ro
up

s,
 c

om
pr

eh
en

di
ng

 m
an

y 
sc

i-
en

ce
s 

ea
ch

, a
nd

 g
re

at
ly

 m
or

e,
 in

 th
e 

fi
rs

t
in

st
an

ce
, t

ha
n 

ou
gh

t
to

 b
e 

im
po

se
d 

on
, o

r 
ca

n 
be

 c
om

pe
te

nt
ly

 c
on

du
ct

ed
 b

y 
a

si
ng

le
 p

ro
fe

ss
or

 p
er

m
an

en
tly

. T
he

y 
m

us
t b

e 
su

bd
iv

id
ed

 f
ro

m
tim

e 
to

 ti
m

e,
 a

s 
ou

r 
m

ea
ns

 in
cr

ea
se

, u
nt

il 
ea

ch
 p

ro
fe

ss
or

sh
al

l h
av

e 
no

 m
or

e 
un

de
r 

hi
s 

ca
re

 th
an

 h
e 

ca
n 

at
te

nd
 to

w
ith

 a
dv

an
ta

ge
 to

 h
is

 p
up

ils
 a

nd
 e

as
e 

to
 h

im
se

lf
. F

or
 th

e
pr

es
en

t, 
w

e.
 m

ay
 g

ro
up

 th
e 

sc
ie

nc
es

 in
to

pr
of

es
so

rs
hi

ps
, a

s
fo

llo
w

s,
 s

ub
je

ct
, h

ow
ev

er
, t

o 
be

 c
ha

ng
ed

, a
cc

or
di

ng
 to

 th
e

'fi
ca

tio
ns

 o
f 

th
e 

pe
rs

on
s 

w
e 

m
ay

 b
e 

ab
le

 to
 e

ng
ag

e.

I.
 P

ro
fe

ss
or

sh
ip

.
L

an
gu

ag
es

 a
nd

 H
is

to
ry

, a
nc

ie
nt

 a
tn

: m
od

er
n.

B
el

le
s-

L
et

tr
es

, R
he

to
ri

c 
an

d 
O

ra
to

ry
.

Pr
of

es
so

rs
hi

p.
M

at
he

m
at

ic
s 

pu
re

, P
hy

si
co

-M
at

he
m

at
ic

s.
Ph

ys
ic

s,
 A

na
to

m
y,

 M
ed

ic
in

e,
 T

he
or

y.

H
I.

 P
ro

fe
ss

or
sh

ip
.

C
he

m
is

tr
y,

 Z
oo

lo
gy

, B
ot

an
y,

 M
in

er
al

og
y.

1V
. P

-o
fe

ss
or

sh
ip

.
Ph

ilo
so

ph
y.

T
he

 O
rg

an
iz

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

br
an

ch
 o

f 
th

e 
in

st
itu

tio
n 

w
hi

ch
 r

e-
sp

ec
ts

 it
s 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t, 

po
lic

e 
an

d 
ec

on
om

y,
 d

ep
en

di
ng

 o
n

pr
in

ci
pl

es
 w

hi
ch

 h
av

e 
no

 a
ff

in
ity

 w
ith

 th
os

e 
of

 it
s 

in
st

itu
tio

n,
m

ay
 b

e 
th

e 
su

bj
ec

t o
f 

se
pa

ra
te

 a
nd

 s
ub

se
qu

en
t

co
ns

id
er

at
io

n.
W

ith
 th

is
 tr

ib
ut

e 
of

 d
ut

y 
to

 th
e 

bo
ar

d 
of

 tr
us

te
es

, a
cc

ep
t

as
su

ra
nc

es
 o

f 
m

y 
gr

ea
t e

st
ee

m
 a

nd
 c

on
si

de
ra

tio
n.

E
xp

ri
en

ce
 H

as
 T

C
R

IO
N

S'
 M

n

T
o 

B
en

ja
m

in
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t4

 J
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Je
ff

er
so

n 
ex

pl
ai

ns
 h

is
 p

os
iti

on
 n

ow
 o

n
m

an
uf

ac
tu

ri
ng

a 
po

-
si

tio
n 

'to
w

ar
d 

w
hi

ch
 h

e 
ha

d 
be

en
te

nd
in

g 
si

nc
e 

th
e 

tu
rn

 o
f

th
e 

ce
nt

ur
y.

 A
us

tin
 w

as
 a

 .l
ea

de
r

of
 th

e 
M

as
sa

ch
us

et
ts

 R
e-

pu
bl

ic
an

 p
ar

ty
.

. .
 .

Y
ou

 te
ll 

m
e 

I 
am

 q
uo

te
d 

by
 th

os
e

w
ho

 w
is

h 
to

 c
on

-

tin
ue

 o
ur

 d
ep

en
de

nc
e 

on
 E

ng
la

nd
fo

r 
m

an
uf

ac
tu

re
s.

 T
he

re
w

as
 a

 ti
m

e 
w

he
n 

I 
m

ig
ht

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
so

 q
uo

te
d 

w
ith

 m
or

e
ca

nd
or

, b
ut

 w
ith

in
 th

e 
th

ir
ty

 y
ea

rs
 w

hi
ch

ha
ve

 s
in

ce
 e

la
ps

ed
,

ho
w

 a
re

 c
ir

cu
m

st
an

ce
s 

ch
an

ge
d!

W
e 

w
er

e 
th

en
 in

 p
ea

ce
. O

ur
in

de
pe

nd
en

t p
la

ce
 a

m
on

g 
na

tio
ns

 w
as

ac
kn

ow
le

dg
ed

. A
 c

om
-

m
er

ce
 w

hi
ch

 o
ff

er
ed

 th
e 

ra
w

m
at

er
ia

l i
n 

ex
ch

an
ge

 f
or

 th
e

sa
m

e 
m

at
er

ia
l a

ft
er

re
ce

iv
in

g 
th

e 
la

st
 to

uc
h 

of
 in

du
st

ry
, w

as
w

or
th

y 
of

 w
el

co
m

e 
to

 a
ll 

na
tio

ns
. I

t w
as

ex
pe

ct
ed

 th
at

 th
os

e

es
pe

ci
al

ly
 to

 w
ho

m
 m

an
uf

ac
tu

ri
ng

in
du

st
ry

 w
as

 im
po

rt
an

t,
w

ou
ld

 c
he

ri
sh

 th
e 

fr
ie

nd
sh

ip
 o

f 
su

ch
cu

st
om

er
s 

by
 e

ve
ry

fa
vo

r,
 b

y 
ev

er
y 

in
du

ce
m

en
t, 

an
d

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
ly

 c
ul

tiv
at

e 
th

ei
r

pe
ac

e 
by

 e
ve

ry
 a

ct
 o

f 
ju

st
ic

e
an

d 
fr

ie
nd

sh
ip

. U
nd

er
 th

is
 p

ro
s-

pe
ct

, t
he

 q
ue

st
io

n 
se

em
ed

le
gi

tim
at

e,
 w

he
th

er
 w

ith
 s

uc
h 

an
im

m
en

si
ty

 o
f 

un
im

pr
ov

ed
 la

nd
,

co
ur

tin
g 

th
e 

ha
nd

 o
f 

hu
s-

ba
nd

ry
, t

he
 in

du
st

ry
 o

f 
ag

ri
cu

ltu
re

, o
r

th
at

 o
f 

m
an

uf
ac

tu
re

s,
w

ou
ld

 a
dd

 m
os

t t
o 

th
e 

na
tio

na
l

w
ea

lth
? 

A
nd

 th
e 

do
ub

t w
as

en
te

rt
ai

ne
d 

on
 th

is
 c

on
si

de
ra

tio
n

ch
ie

fl
y,

 th
at

 to
 th

e 
la

bo
r

of
 th

e 
hu

sb
an

dm
an

 a
 v

as
ta

dd
iti

on
 is

 m
ad

e 
by

 th
e 

sp
on

ta
ne

ou
s

en
er

gi
es

 o
f 

th
e 

ea
rt

h 
on

 w
hi

ch
it 

is
 e

m
pl

oy
ed

: f
or

 o
ne

 g
ra

in
.

of
 w

he
at

 c
om

m
itt

ed
 to

 th
e

ea
rt

h,
 s

he
 r

en
de

rs
 tw

en
ty

, t
hi

rt
y,

an
d 

ev
en

 f
if

ty
 f

ol
d,

 w
he

re
as

 to
th

e 
la

bo
r 

of
 th

e 
m

an
uf

ac
tu

re
r

no
th

in
g 

is
 a

dd
ed

. P
ou

nd
s 

of
ff

ax
, i

n 
hi

s 
ba

nd
s,

 y
ie

ld
, o

n 
th

e
co

nt
ra

ry
, b

ut
 p

en
ny

w
ei

gh
ts

of
 la

ce
. T

hi
s 

ex
ch

an
ge

, t
oo

, l
ab

or
i-

ou
s 

as
 it

 m
ig

ht
 s

ee
m

,
w

ha
t a

 f
ie

ld
 d

id
 it

 p
ro

m
is

e 
fo

r 
th

e
oc

cu
pa

tio
ns

 o
f 

th
e 

oc
ea

n;
w

ha
t a

 n
ur

se
ry

 f
or

 th
at

 c
la

ss
 o

f
ci

tiz
en

s 
w

ho
 w

er
e 

to
ex

er
ci

se
 a

nd
 m
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nt

ai
n 

ou
r 

eq
ua

l r
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ht
s

on
 th
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m

en
t?

T
hi

s 
w
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e 
st

at
e 
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 w
he

n

th
e 

"N
ot
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 o

n 
V

ir
gi

ni
a"

 w
er

e
fi

rs
t p

ri
nt

ed
;, 

w
he

n,
 th

e 
oc

ea
n

be
in
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op

en
 to

 a
ll 

na
tio

ns
,

an
d 

th
ei

r 
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m
m

on
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ig
ht

 in
it
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kn

ow
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xe
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ed
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nd
er

re
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la
tio
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an
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'T
here W

ould N
ever H

ave
B

een an Infidel

T
o M

rs. Sam
uel H

arrison Sm
ith, A

ugust 6, 1816
N

ot N
ow

 V
ery D

istant

Jefferson returns Jo all old them
e. H

is hostility to priestcraft
had not abated a jot over the

years. M
rs. Sm

ith w
as the w

ife
of the editor of the R

epublican N
ational Intelligencer.

.
.

.
T

he Priests, indeed, have heretofore thought
proper

to ascribe to m
e religious, or rather anti-religious sentim

ents
of their ow

n fabric, but such as soothed their resentm
ents

ainst the A
ct of V

irginia for establishing religious freedom
.

hey w
ish him

 to be thought atheist, deeist,
or devil, w

ho
vt.ttit 0

,
could advocate freedom

 from
 their religious dictations, but

4)vteStm
(

I have ever thought religion a concern purely betw
een

our
G

od and our consciences for w
hich

w
e w

ere accountable to
him

, and not to the priests. I
never told m

y ow
n religion nor

scrutinized that of another. I never attem
pted to m

ake
a

convert, nor w
ish to change another's creed. I have ever

judged of the religion of others by their lives3and by this
test, m

y dear M
adam

, I have been satisfied yours m
ust be

an
excellent one, to have produced a life of such exem

plary
virtue and correctness, for it is in

our lives and not from
 our

w
ords, that our religion m

ust be read. B
y the

sam
e test the

w
orld m

ust judge m
e.

B
ut this does not satisfy the priesthood, they m

ust have
a

positive, a declared assent to all their interested absurdities.
M

y opinion is that there w
ould

never Pave been an infidel, if
there had never been a priest. T

he utificial structure they
have built on the purest of all m

oral system
s for the

purpose
of deriving from

 it penceand
pow

er revolts those w
ho think

for them
selves and w

ho read in that system
 only w

hat is really
there. T

hese, therefore, they brand w
ith such nicknam

es
as

their enm
ity chooses gratuitously to im

pute. I have left
the w

orld in silence, to judge of
causes from

 their effects:
and I am

 consoled in this
course, m

y dear friend, w
hen I per-

ceive the candor w
ith w

hich I
am

 judged by your justice and
discernm

ent; and that,- notw
ithstanding the slander of the

Saints, m
y fellow

 citizens have thought
m

e w
orthy of trust.

T
he im

putations of irreligion having
spent their force, they

thin: an im
putation of change m

ight
now

 be turned to ac-
couW

 as a bolster for their duperies. I shall leave them
as

hereto fore to grope
on in the dark. ...

546

T
o A

bigail A
dam

s, January II, 1811

T
he antagonism

s betw
een Jefferson and A

bigail
A

dam
s

they had once been dose friendsm
elted in the

glow
 of oId

age. T
his w

as to be their last exchange.
A

bigail A
dam

s died
the follow

ing year.

I ow
e you, dear M

adam
, a thousand thanks for

the letters
com

m
unicated in your favor of D

ecem
ber 15th, and now

.
returned.

.

I com
m

unicated the letters, according to your
perm

ission,

to m
y grand-daughter, E

llen R
andolph, w

ho read them
 w

ith
pleasure and edification. She is justly sensible of,

and flattered

by your kind nctice of her; and additionally so, by the favor-
able recollections of our northern visiting friends.

If M
onti-

cello has anything w
hich has m

erited their
rem

em
brance, it

gives it a value the m
ore in our estim

ation;
and could r, in

the spirit of your w
ish, count backw

ards a sceae
of years, it

w
ould not be long before E

llen and m
yself

w
ould pay our,

hom
age personally to Q

uincy. B
ut those tw

enty. years! A
lasl

w
here are they? W

ith those beyond the flood. O
ur next m

eet-
ing m

m
t then be in the country to w

hich they
have flow

n,
a country for us not now

 very
distant. For this journey w

e
shall need neither gold nor silver in our purse, nor

scrip, nor
coats, nor staves. N

or is the provision
for it m

ore easy than
the preparation has been kind. N

othing proves m
ore

than this
that the B

eing w
ho presides over the

w
orld is essentially

benevolent. Stealing from
 us, one by one, the

faculties of
enjoym

ent, searing our sensibilities, leading us,
like the horse

in his m
ill, round and round the sam

e beaten
circle,

T
o see w

hat w
e have seen,

T
o taste the tasted, and at each return

L
ess tasteful; o'er our palates to decant

A
nother vintage

U
ntil satiated and fatigued w

ith this
leadan iteration, w

e ask
our ow

n congd. I heard once a very
old friend, w

ho had
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/ T
he

 E
ss

en
tia

l J
ef

fe
rs

on

tr
ou

bl
ed

 h
im

se
lf

 w
ith

 n
ei

th
er

 p
oe

ts
 n

or
 p

hi
lo

so
ph

er
s,

 s
ay

 th
e

sa
m

e 
th

in
g 

in
 p

la
in

 p
ro

se
, t

ha
t h

e 
w

as
 ti

re
d 

of
 p

ul
lin

g 
of

f 
hi

s
sh

oe
s 

an
d 

st
oc

ki
ng

s 
at

 n
ig

ht
, a

nd
 p

ut
tin

g 
th

em
 o

n 
ag

ai
n 

in
th

e 
m

or
ni

ng
. T

he
 w

is
h 

to
 s

ta
y 

he
re

 is
 th

us
 g

ra
du

al
ly

 e
x-

tin
gu

is
he

d;
 b

ut
 n

ot
 s

o 
ea

si
ly

 th
at

 o
f 

re
tu

rn
in

g 
on

ce
, i

n 
aw

hi
le

,
to

 s
ee

 h
ow

 th
in

gs
 h

av
e 

go
ne

 o
n.

 P
er

ha
ps

, h
ow

ev
er

, o
ne

 o
f

th
e 

el
em

en
ts

 o
f 

fu
tu

re
 f

el
ic

ity
 is

 to
 b

e 
a 

co
ns

ta
nt

 a
nd

 u
ni

m
-

pa
ss

io
ne

d 
vi

ew
 o

f 
w

ha
t i

s 
pa

ss
in

g 
he

re
, I

f 
so

th
is

 m
ay

 w
el

l
su

pp
ly

 th
e 

w
is

h 
of

 o
cc

as
io

na
l v

is
its

. M
er

ci
er

 h
as

 g
iv

en
 u

s 
a

vi
si

on
 o

f 
th

e 
ye

ar
 2

44
i)

; b
ut

 p
ro

ph
ec

y 
is

 o
ne

 th
in

g,
 a

nd
 h

is
-

to
ry

 a
no

th
er

. O
n 

th
e 

w
ho

le
, h

ow
ev

er
, p

er
ha

ps
 it

 is
 w

is
e 

an
d

w
el

l t
o 

be
 c

on
te

nt
ed

 w
ith

 th
e 

go
od

 th
in

gs
 w

hi
ch

 th
e 

m
as

te
r

of
 th

e 
fe

as
t p

la
ce

s 
be

fo
re

 u
s,

 a
nd

 to
 b

e 
th

an
kf

ul
 f

or
 w

ha
t w

e
ha

ve
, r

at
he

r 
th

an
 th

ou
gh

tf
ul

 a
bo

ut
 w

ha
t w

e 
ha

ve
 n

ot
. Y

ou
an

d 
I,

 d
ea

r 
M

ad
am

, h
av

e 
al

re
ad

y 
ha

d 
m

or
e 

th
an

 a
n 

or
di

na
ry

po
rt

io
n 

of
 li

fe
, a

nd
 m

or
e,

 to
o,

 o
f 

he
al

th
 th

an
 th

e 
ge

ne
ra

l
m

ea
su

re
. O

n 
th

is
 s

co
re

 I
 o

w
e 

bo
un

dl
es

s 
th

an
kf

ul
ne

ss
. Y

ou
r

-
he

al
th

 w
as

, s
om

e 
th

ne
 a

go
, n

ot
 s

o 
go

od
 a

s 
it 

ha
s 

be
en

; a
nd

 I
pe

rc
ei

ve
 in

 th
e 

le
tte

rs
 c

on
m

un
ic

at
ed

 s
om

e 
co

m
pl

ai
nt

s 
st

ill
.

I 
ho

pe
 it

 is
 r

es
to

re
d;

 a
nd

 th
at

 li
fe

 a
nd

 h
ea

lth
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A Proposal to lstabIish
Anthony Morris
1828
The American Journal of

113

a Fellenberg school in Pennsylvania

Education, III

"An obvious defect in our national character is thought to originate from the
inadequate portion of time which is generally devoted to the acquiation of
knowledge, and particularly of elementary and classical knowledge, as the
best foundation for every other; and from the miscellaneous and superficial
education whik:h a great number of the American youth receive, being neither
adapted particularly to agriculture, professional, commercial, nor mechanizal
destinations ih life, but leaving the unfortunate subject of such a system to
be guided in his after pursuits, more by the false pride of parents and other
incidental causes, than by any fixed and permanant principles. A change
of system in this respect would probably do much to promote change from an
injurious and speculative versatility of character, to a systematic permanency
in p7rsuit of those Objectu to which early system of education had been
directed."

A:critique of general education to the exclusiOn of vocational education
in meeting the needs.and interests of the new American communities.

An early philosophy of current concepts.of "community college."



,Anthony Morris
A Proposal to Establish a Fellenberg School in Pennsylvania

ilq

1827

Anthony Morris was in the regular stream of international visitors who went to Hofwyl,
Switzerland, to observe Fellenberg's vocational and manual training school. He was greatly
impressed with what he saw and suggested that a similar school would be suited to the edu-
cational needs of rural Pennsylvania. In the following letter of December 31, 1827, to
Jonathan Roberts, president of the Pennsylvania Agricultural Society, Morris declaimed the
role of an educational reformer saying, "I only claina the merit of endeavoring to introduce
into our own country and into our ownstate, a system of education, which I have seen success-
fully established in Switzerland./'

Morris* clearly stated that he had diverse motives for wanting Pennsylvania to be blessed
with the first Fellenberg Agricultural Institute in the United States. Wishing to see "such a
system prepared for that portion of my family which remains to be educated," he and his son,
James Pemberton Morris, were ready to make available a five-hundred-acre farm at Bolton,
some twenty miles from Philadelphia. Morris proposed that William C. Woodbridge, who was
One of the principal educators from the UnitedStates fully conversant with Fellenberg's school
and its operation, be approached to fill the presidency of the new institute.

I am much gratified to find that your
opinion of the Fellenberg systernof education
accords with those which I had expressed, as
well as those I had received from other per-
sons distinguished for their judgment, and de-
voted to the interests of agriculture and
science, and to their extension throughout
the Union. `,

,

A letter from Anthony morris to Jonathan Roberts.
in Washington, December 31, 1827; in The American

To introduce into Pennsylvania, in the first
instance, an Agricultural Institute, connected
with a general system of scientific and liberal
instruction, so extensive as to give, in the
country, all the means of education now only
attainable in colleges and cities, would be
obviously an attempt beyond the resources of
individual farmers, and must rely for its

president of the Pennsylvania Agricultural Society,
Journal of Education, III (1828), 505-508, 568-571.

P:r4TVA=9.117:r4V7,:,17pityr,:-.



7S

.4.63:4..-ja.:-4,

On European Education

success on public opinion,, that all powerful
instrument in modern times, of effecting
every end either of good or evil.

To ascertain, therefore, how far such a
system would be sustained by public opinion
in Pennsylvania and generally in the United
States, has been my first object. For this
purpose my earliest references have been,
made to the agricultural societies of Penn-
Sylvania, and to those individuals most known
for their devotion to the extension of know-
ledge, and the improvement of our systems
of education, especially in the country. ThusCT -
far my inquiries have resulted in the n ost

...vsyi -Asatisfactory evidences of a .general desire
,orti` to improve the moral and intellectual char-

C, acter of our country population, and a con-
. li.',.$1. viction that this can only effectually be done

klPloy a system of education ap ropriate to this
portion of our fellow citizens. Should further
Inquiry, by a more extended correspondence, .

:,. confirm -my impressions that public 'opinion
is prepared for this system a more detailed
statement of its character, and the benefits
expected from it, will be presented on the
return of a gentleman to the United States, who
went to Switzerland, and has resided some
time at Hofwyl, with the express object of

: obtaining all the requisite information, and .-
- of whose character and talents -we krzve the ..

most satisfactory references here, as well *-

as the opinion of Mr. Fellenberg himSelf, --
. of hiS competency,' and preparation for the

_ part intended to be offered to him. I must-
defer, until his return, the statements and
estimates to which you alludehe is expected
in the spring.

No other fund .has been contemplated as
.. essential to the success of the establishment
by its friends, than the subscription of re-
sponsible names for the requisite number of
scholars; which, in the first instance, would

-be about one hundred, at perhaps two hundred
.dollars per .annum for the school of general

.. instruction. On the faith of these names, and
presuming on the advance:of one half year's.

.:tuition 'on- its commencement, :the. requisite: -,...
funds, for preparation in buildings, &c., it iS' .

believed, might be easily raised in Phila- '.
delphia.

One hundred acres of land is supposed ade-
_

quate to the agricultural department, .and, for'.
the exchisiyelY 'labouring class;, the ex-,
perience of mr: Fellenberg is, that the re-. _

sults 'of their labour paid for their 'education,.
subsistence, *and clothing; leaving to each a
moderate exCess...To :this class, and.to.-that.
which would Unite. an agricultural ,te a liberal.
. - . . ,.

education-, more or:less. extensiye,,aecerdizi

to the means and wishes of the scholars, the
immediate benefits of the plan are most evi-
dent, in addition to the general benefit which
the extension of the circles of science beyond
our cities and colleges, would confer on the
country.

.0n a farm prepared for a proper distri-
bution of labour, having its buildings system-
atically arranged with every view to economy,
provided with the due propo rtion of labourers,
whom we will call apprentices, and possessing
the requisite capital to conduct the whole
system, (which Mr. Fellenberg has reduced
to a scienced with the economy, regularity,
and industry to which rural labours on such

'a farm may be subjected, you will readily see
results in Pennsylvania, such as the Fellen-
berg system has realized in.Switzerland,.and
school farms in which science would preside;
and industry, intelligence, and happiness,
woUld be the fruits, instead of indolence, idle-
ness, and misery. .

Such would be the happy change to the
country population of Pennsylvania, should the
system take root among us, and become the '

substitute of our roadside schools, which, in
general, seem only intended to expoSe to
travellers the rude state of science in our
country, and the total want or an appropriate
education for its population.

Our moderate farmers and mechanics
woiila find at their doors a liberal and prac-...
tical system of education prepared for their
sons, and the labouring classes would be I ;

simultaneously employed and educated, as in
the system referred to, the hours of relaxation
from bodily labour, are devoted to intellectual
improvemeQ.

Thus, labour, is made to pay for education,
and education to be the rewacl of labour, and
both uniting in the same person to form a
character as different from that of the unin-
structed, undisciplined, and often intemperate
clown,'as the free, industrious, and intelli-
gent farmer, mechanic and labourer of a
republic ought to .be, from the dependent,
degraded, and ignorant slave.

We may in vain look for reforms from
ignorance and intemperance in any other
source than a good education, of which, per-
haps, the best parts are, the early formation
of good habits, the regular presence of good
examples, the sure foundations of Christian
doctrine, and the constant guards of a.vigilant
discipline; all these essential igredients seem
more easily united_ in the country, than in col-
leges, and I have( .ever seen them so effi-,
ciently -united, as on the farm of the truly
illustrious Fellenberg; hence my anxiety to
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have his system received and naturalized
among us, and not only because it would be a
public blessing, but because I wish to see such
a system, prepared for that i?ortion of my
family which remains to be educated. You
must not suppose that I aspire to the char-
acter of a reformer; I only claim the merit
of endeavouring to introduce into our own.
country, and into our own state, a system of
education, which I have seen successfully
established in Switzerland, after an experi-
ence of near twenty years, during which time
its operations and results have received the_
sanction of many of the meFA-erniait scientif-
ic, literary and pr...i.ctical1y7 tjsefulmen in Eu-
rope; a.-ong these I will mow oak:7 refer you
to the late eminent Professor- Phr.ret, and his
_brother Charles Pictet, of ,Genera, the Count
Capo .d'Istrias, who visited t.h. Institute at
Hoffwyl, by order of the late Eriferor Alex-
ander, the late Hon. Mr. Horner; Brougham,
and Mr. Jeffrey; the commissioners ap-
pointed by the Diet of the cantons of Switzer-
land, and to their report.

Such are the men who have visited, ap-
proved, and recommended the Hoffwyl Institu-
-tion to their respective governments.

It would probably be a more arduous task
to procure from the legislature of Penn-
sylvania the public patronage it so justly mer-
its, than to establish an institution by in-
dividual efforts, and thus to anticipate.
legislation. We _have seen extensive military
schools rise up and flourish among us, by the
efforts only of individuals, and attain celeb-
rity in the objects of their institutions, with-
Out, perhaps, an adaptation to our national
character and interests as universal as agri-
culture and civil education.

Individual effort seems, indeed, a safe and
sure foundation for this system, and less
liable to delay and defeat than legislab,on.
The system had flourished in Switzerland,
not only without the support of the govern-
Ment, but in opposition to the aiistocratic
features of the- constitution of the Canton of

- Berne, because its principles are in accord-
ance with the spirit of the age, and extend
the blessings of education to the country popu-

To this great class in Pennsylvania, the
least attention has been paid. Human labour
on our farms has been left almost to its own
undisciplined operations. No science en-
lightens it; no system regulates it: it is not."

. accompanied in the field by economy, nor by
temperance nor reviarded at the fireside of '-
the peasant by content and competence. A day
of undisciplined drudgery, stimulated in the

. ,

field by whiskey, is often succeeded in the
cabin of the cottager, by a night passed in the
riot of intemperance, or the stupor of intoxi-
cation. A week of drunkenness may be pur-
chased by a little more than a day of labour,
and as long as ignorance shall be the in-
heritance of the labourer', intemperance will
be his companion, and his consolation, against
that listlessness and languor for which the
resources of science are the only substitutes.

Should we conceal the prevalence of igno-
rance and intemperance among us, we exiould
never succeed in removing them. It may be
too late to hope for reformation or improve-
ment in those farmers and labourers., who,
having began. their career in life without
science or system, must expect to filnish it
without profat and without pleasure. But it can
never be too early to lay a new foundation
for the hopes and the prospects of the rising
generation, enlightened by all the discorEeries
of the present day, and encouraged by the
successful efforts and examples of such
patriots as Fellenberg, who have never sought
for a place beyond the farms cultivated by
their fathers; nor for power, but over the
passions and prejudices of their fellow crea-
tures; and who, leaving to others the fields
of political and party warfare (in which
numbers will never be wanting) have devoted
their lives to the moral and intellectual ad-
vancement of man.

n obvious defect in our national character
is TIught to originate from the inadequate
portion of time which is generally devoted to
the acquisition of knowledge, and particularly
of elementary and classical knowledge, as the
best foundation for every other; and from the
miscellaneous and superficial education
which a great number of the American.youth
receive, being neither adapted particularly to
agriculture, professional, commercial, nor
mechanical destinations in life, but leaving
the unfortunate subject of such a system to
be guided in his after pursuits, more by the
false pride of parents and other incidental
causes, than by any fixed and permanent
principles. A change of system in this Tespect
would probably do much toTromote a change
from an injurious and speculative versatility
of character, to a systematic permanency in
the pursuit of those objects to which an early
system of education had been directed]

Our prejudices lead us to associate all
ideas of schools and scholars, with houses,
and desks and benches; while the field itself,
the great scene of the farmer and labourer's
operations, is seldom suggested as _the best
schaol for ,his practical instruction.



The Effects of Education Upon a Country Villiage

G.W. Blagden
1828
T.R. Marvin: Boston

"By education, I mould bc distinctly umderT=ood'...A0 mean, not merely tfte

cultivation of the intellect, but also-72w ilmgorcment of the heart. :Fora, not

only as a christian, but as a philosopha= a:7 I hoLd it to be true, that

the possession of a strong and unbiased inzellec-t_is certain, and indeed

possible, only, where there is correctness af ma=s1 principle in the
affectations of the heart."

it... -the importance and influence of eauiona a village is strikingly
manifest in the fact, that it ilkparts j i.iriews of responsibility concerning
the influence that is exerted over the ruling and rising generation.""

"Let every parent feel, that in rearing his family, he is preparing a part
of the machinery which keeps the wheels of government in motion. Let every

teacher feel, that in forming the first bent of his pupil's mind, he is
preparing the mind of a freeman to act and to reason for his country's
welfare, or for his country's destruction."

----Education.develops and perpetuates democrpcyi. Community advantages of public
education;- social.role Of eduCation.

Tnis is a concise statement of the pragmatic foundations or American public
education. ,

Relates the role of education in the perpetuatIon of democracy.

Describes the social role of education in a improvement of fami747 life,
b) socia4 graces.

Educationshould be morality training.

Advantages to the Community of PubliO cducation is disOuSsed.

ducation shOuld'de7Olopdemocraticvalues.
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the pleasures of sense bear but a small pronortion to the
pleasures of intellect; and man experiences more delight in
cultivating the faculties of his soul, than in gratifying the
appetites of. his body.

On this principle, the pleasures which are most common
and most appreciated by the inhabitants of a village, become
a correct test of their moral and intellectual improvement.
Among an enlightened and well educated people, moral joy
is superior to natural pleasure. Such a people will delight
in the reciprocation of domestic pleasures; and the inter-
change of improving conversation; and the sympathy of
similar opinions, and tastes, and acquirements. Their most
common pleasures will consist in the interchange of thoughts,
and the mingling of chaste affections. It is otherwise with
those who are ignorant. Their enjoyments are those of
sense. They love, indeed, to meet together, and mingle
their sympathies, and enjoy their pleasures. But they are
the sympathies and pleasures of passion. Accordingly, the
senses are the great medium of intercourse, and to a great
degree the gauge of their enjoyments. These must be grati-
fied and stimulated, before they can be happy in each other's
society. "The feast of reason and the flow of soul" cannot
be enjoyed, until the appetite has been appeased and sur-
feited, and the thirst has been quenched, and the reason has
been partially drowned. In such a village, you shall find
many who are intemperate, but few who are learned; many,
who can be led by a crafty demagogue to any length of po-
litical or civil phrenzy; few, who can exercise the privileges
of a freeman impartially,--still fewer, who can do it wisely.
The land, cursed with such villages, shall soon feel the
scourges of anarchy, and Freedom shall soon shriek at the
downfall of her noblest institutions.

"Princes and lorls may flourish and may fade,--
A breath can make them,--as a breath has made;--
But a good yeomanry, their country's pride,
When once destroyed--can never be supplied."

11

This difference of taste in pleasures is not only observable,
as it may be influenced by education, between such as are
grossly ignorant, and those who are somewhat enlightened,
It is also remarkable in different degrees of moral and in-
tellectual culture. My time will not allow me to expand this
thought to any extent. Let it suffice on this occasion to ob-
serve, that an individual is influenced by the books which he
peruses, as much, and probably more, than by the company
which he keeps. According, then, to his moral and intel-
lectual acquirements, will be his taste for reading; and I
know not a better test for the state of a man's intellect and
heart, than a knowledge of the volumes that he is most con-
stantly reading, and from the perusal of which he experi-
ences the greatest degrue of delight.

IV. Again: education regulates the conversation of a

When I would judge of the true character of any man
or body of men, it does not please me so much, to behold
and hear them upon any set occasion, when, owing to the
natural associations of time and Place, it is expected that
they expresS themselves with decency and propriety; as it
gratifies me, to listen to 'their conversation in an unguarded
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hour, when under no restraint, and unaware that any one is

present who will particularly mark their language. It is

then, that "out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth

speaketh;"--it is then, that the bad man is easily distin-

guished from the good, by his remarks upon the most com-

mon subjects of conversation. The one will exhibit, in all

that he says, something of the state of mind which dictates

his remarks; and as truly as a corrupt tree produces cor-

rupt fruit, so will his imagination display itself in the impure

associations of thought, which are discovered in the language

he is using. The other, also, will as truly discover to you

the state of his heart, by the language which issues from his

lips; and you will be able to tell that he is good, just as you

would tell that a fellow man was a lawyer, or a physician, or
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:The Importance of the Early' and Proper Education of Children
Clark Brown
1795
John Spooner:,New Bedford, Nass.

"Traih up children in that way, in which they make valt:abl..?, members of a
community; and in that way also, which will secure to them, joy, peace, and
happiness of mind as long as they continue to exist.

Education is important for good community lire; advantages of education, personal
social.

Stresses the importance of education for good community life. "

. Discusses the advantages of being educated, both personal and social.

This sermon exposes the strong belief In education as the primary means
of advancing self and society, which appears as a dominant force in the
American tradition.-

.A reasonably good adjunct to Jefferson's pieces.
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TheIMPORTANCE of the early and proper EDUCATION
of CHILDREN, both as it respects themselves and
malmkind in general,

CONSIDERED IN A

S E R M 0 N ,

PREACHED AT

WAREHAM., (MASSACHUSETTS)

MARCH 32st, 2795

By CLARK BROWN,
A licensed Candidate Preacher.

PUBLISHED BY DESIRE.

"And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in
thing house, and when thou walkest by the way, and
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up."

DEUTERONOMY, CHAP. 6. verse 7.

PRINTED AT NEWBEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS,

By JOHN SPOONER,

Advertisement.

THE following SERMON; was -delivered in the Meeting-
House, previous to the exhibiting of a number of SINGLE
SPEECHES, DIALOGUES and SCENES, on various Subjects, by
a NUMBER of YoungGENTLEMEN andLADIES of the town of
WAREHAM: who, for several months, had attended on the
AUTHOR'S INSTRUCTIONS; and, at their particular request,
is made public. As a TOKEN of RESPECT for their POLITENESS,
and PROFICIENCY in their STUDIES, it is now DEDICATED, to
THEM, by
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SERMON, &C.

PROVERBS, xxii. 6.

TRAIN UP A CHILD IN THE WAY HE SHOULD GO:
AND WHEN HE IS OLD HE WILL NOT DEPART
FROM IT.

MANY wise and excellent proverbs have been established,
by men of the most eminent worth and value, as useful and
important. Among which, not'any have a more just claim to
preeminence, than those of the wise and learned King of
Israel. Perhaps not one, among the great variety to be
found in his writings, is more useful and excellent, than
that which we have chosen for the theme of our discourse.

THIS, above all others, is verified in most instances.
It cannot be reasonably expected, that it should be strictly
L:onfirmed in every particular instance; as there are but
very few, if any, rules, proverbs,
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or maxims, but what admit of some few exceptions. In
most of the instances where this proverb, contained in
the text, is thought not to prove strictly true,,yet if
they should be carefully examined, there would be found
some defect in not having strictly attended to the
proverb, rather than in the proverb itself, We may,
therefore, safely receive this proverb, as one of the
most gereral, useful and important proverbs or max-
ims, any where known, either verbally among mankind,
or upon record.

"TRAIN up a child in the way he should go; and
when he is old he will not depart from it."

As this proverbis so generally verified, so useful
and important, a strict attention to the exhortation
contained in it, which is, "Train up a child in the
way he should go," is of the highest moment: for in
so doing, the happy consequence, will, according to
the proverb, naturally follow, which is, "And when
he is oZd he witl not depart from it."

From the Exordium, the question which will af-
fLrd matter for the sequel of the discourse, naturally
ariseth, How or in what manner are CHILDREN to be
trained up? Both reason and revelation, are ready to
give an answer.

Reason answers, Train up CHILDREN in that way,
in which they will make valuable members of a com-
munity; and in that way also, which will secure to
them, joy, peace and happiness of mind aslong as they
continue to exist. REVELATION is ready to aid and
confirm the voice of REASON, by saying, "And ye
fathers provoke not your children to wrath, but bring
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord."

If children, according to the passage now cited,
are trained up in the nurture & admonition of the Lord,
they will become useful ORNAMENTS of society, happy

in their own minds, and will, beyond the short span of
human life, be completely happy in the enjoyment of
their CREATOR.

This, in various places in the sacred oracles, is
evidently confirmed. Those that are trained up in the
way of true christian virtue, will be adopted as the true
children of God, such being chosen through Christ,
as heirs of a joyful immortality. Unto such, the Gospel
assures us, all things, which God in his consummate
wisdom and goodness, sees will best tend to advance
their everlasting peace, joy and happiness, shall be a-
bunda.ntly added.

This is the language of the GOSPEL, "Seek ye
first the kingdom of GOD,and. his righteousness, and
all these things shall be added unto you."

That 1:4is most happy consequence, resulting from
training up chl-ldren in the way they should go, might
take place, they must, while buding to bloom in youth,
be properly educated.
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(9 concluded)

The education of children, is an interesting con-
cern, to all those that are possessed of sentiments of love
and compassion for them; as also to all such as have any
regard for the well being of mankind, especially of the
inhabitants of the community, to which they belong.

The peace and happiness of children in the future
periods of their existence, and likewise of their place of
residence, as also of mankind in general, eminently de-
pend upon their being rightly educated.

If their education should be neglected, they will
step forth upon the stage of action, ignorant, rude and
barbarous, unfit rightly to serve and worship their CRE-
ATOR; and likewise unqualified for the company of the
polished and well informed part of mankind.

A2
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Should, therefore, the education of children be-
come generally neglected, superstition, misery and de-
struction, would inevitably be the awful consequences.
Intellectual pleasures, or those of a mind refined:by ce-
lestial virtue, and illuminated by the emanating rays of
divine love, could then never be experienced in all their
purifying and pleasurable effects. But few other joys
and pleasures, would be known, but those which are
sensual, proceeding from hearts defiled, like contami-
nated streams, issuing from impure fountains. Victo-
ry and triumph, would consist, as they now do among
the savages of the wilderness; while the honor of ob-
taining a victory over ther own passions would be un-
known, and the joys of a happy triumph over the pow-
ers of darkness never posses their hearts. Their virtue
and morality, would be none other, than that which
was conformable, however ridiculous, to the place in
which they had been trained up. Such are the deplor-
able consequences of ignorance, every one will readily
acknowledge, who has but superficially examined the
history of mankind; and but with indifference, sur-
veyed the great variety of practices and customs of some
of the many states, kingdoms and nations of the earth.
By such, it will be acknowledged, that those actions
or practices, which, in some places among the ignorant
and unpolished, are esteemed as virtuous and honorable,
are indeed ridiculous and impious; and which, among
the truly virtuous and well informed, would be thus es-
teemed. According, therefore, as children are educa-
ted, will be their notions, ideas and practices, when
they shall have come forth upon the theatre of time.
Truly is the proverb contained in the text, verified,
"Train up a child in the way he should go; and when
he is old he will not depart from it."

By contrasting ignorance with knowledge, it will
still be thought to have a more glaring and odious ap-
pearance. Innumerable are the happy consequences
resulting from a general diffusion of useful knowledge.
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Those that have early had their minds refined by a
good education, can rise, upon the wings of science,
far above the sordid pleasures of the ignorant and un-
polished. With their aspiring minds, they can soar
on high, even from earth to heaven, and from pole to
pole, contemplating with exquisite delight, the majes-
tic works of creation and the beauties of nature, which,
with pleasing astonishment, every where strike the en-
lightened mind.

Learning not only capacitates the mind for scan-
ning with pleasure the works and beauties of creation:
but renders it a fit recipient and a proper repository of
consistent ideas of God, the great Creator and Up-
holder of all things.

Those minds, which remain deformed by ignorance,
have very inconsistent ideas of God, his perfections
natural and moral, and of his dealings with his in-
telligent_creatures. To the truth of this assertion,
both history and our own observations, will bear testi-
mony.

Knowledge obtained from useful learning, im-
prints on the mind many important ideas; prepares,
if rightly improved, those, whose minds are thus ex-
panded, to act their parts right and well in the world;
and to them, points out the way, that leads to the
happy abodes of thee blessed, where fountains of knowl-
edge, springs of peace, rivers of pleasure and streams
of joy, in one incessant prospect for ever rise, making
glad the hearts of the myriads of its elysian inhabitants.
It is knowledge, which teaches us to assert the sover-
eignty of our nature; and to assume that dignity in
the scale of being, for which we were created.

Thousands of utilities, elegancies, joys and
pleasures, owe ',:heir birth and being to it, without
which, existence itself would be but an insipid enjoy-
ment.
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Such are the happy consequences, privileges and

advantages; which wholly depend upon the right education

of children.
The real worth or superiority of mankind, above

the beasts of the forest, appear only, by rightly culti-

vating, replenishing and polishing their minds, with

knowledge received from learning's source.
Learning or education,.does for the mind, the same

that the polishing hand of the artist that works on

rich and precious GEMS, does to ONE taken from the

eat"th, as it there laid in its hidden recesses.

The mind originally, as in children upon their

entrance into the world, is destitute of all ideas, ex-

cepting such as they immediately receive from sensa-

tion.
The mind or understanding, seems not to have any

original ideas imprinted on it, but appears rather to

be destitute of the least glimmering of all innate

knowledge.
"A careful examination of the minds of young

children, says a Zearned and ingpnious Writer, will

sufficiently convince us, that they bring not many o-

riginal ideas into the world with them."

If there were any original ideas in the mind,which

in its first being it receives, those ideas most certainly

would be universally known, and acknowledged by all

mankind as incontestible truths; which we sufficiently

know has never been the case, even with resepct to the

most self evident propositions and necessary existences.

This, therefore, is sufficient to convince us, that

the mind originally is similar to white paper, being

void of all innate characters.
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As God has neither made nor done any thing in

vain, it would be impertinent to suppose that the mind

had any ideas or characters engraven on it in its first

existence: for as we are endowed with such noble

powers and faculties by which we are capacitated, to

obtain all the ideas necessary for us to have, to sup-

pose this, would be to suppose a superfluous operation

of the divine agency.
It is therefore, only by improvement, and that

by degrees, that the mind comes to be stored with any

fund of useful knowledge. At first, the.senseslet into

the mind, particular ideas, called the ideas of sensa-

tion. After which, the mind, begins to exercise its

own powers, by abstracting and compounding the ideas

it received fre:a sensation, and by a certain progres-

sion, learns for each of its ideas both simple and com-

plex, particular and general names with their use and

design. 'fle ideas received from the perception of the

operations of the mind, are the ideas of reflection;

which operations are the source, from which proceeds

all our useful knowledge, respecting virtue and mo-

rality, in which is included our duty both towards

God and man, as well as our joy, peace and happiness.

This is the way or manner, in which the mind is fur-

nished with ideas and the use of language; and by

which it is enabled to exercise its discursive faculties.

It, therefore, eminently depends upon the right edu-

cation of children, respecting their futt;re prosperity,

knowledge and usefulness in the world. It is educa-

tion, which raises one above another in real worth and

merit.
The divind portion of genius is diffused among the

rich and the poor, the high and the low; and requires

only the polishing hand of education, to make it shine

in each with distinguished lustre.
The great disparity among mankind, arises not so

much from the want of gifts, a from the want of a
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proper education. Among crouds of the untutored,
real evidences of a bright genius, may often plainly be
discovered. Many of those, who traverse America's
deserts, to whom no other joys and pleasures are known,
"but the chase and the pipe"--have as great.if not
greater natural abilities, than those, who among the
civilized, fill distinguished stations of usefulness and
honor.

"Man, by nature, says ONE, is like a piece of
marble just taken from the quarry; and 'tis education
which gives the use, the form and the polish."

Many of those, who have been raised to dignified
stations of honor and usefulness, have been taken from
the most humble situations in the world, and advanced
to them,by means of their education with great dig-
nity and reputation. A striking instance of this, we
have in the life of MOSES. Reflect a moment,--"How
great the contrast between Moses in the t rshy weeds,"
and Moses the Commander of the people and armies of
the God of hosts! Behold him at one time in an Ark
of bulrushes, floating upon the river Nile; and .t a-

nother as a most noble Commander under the supreme
KING of kings, standing upon the banks of the Red Sea,
safely conducting the chosen of the Lord, through the
paths of the watery element! Whence, therefore,
may the question be justly asked, was this strange sur-
prizing reverse of fortune? Was it wholly owing to
his being taken from the Ark of bulrushes, upon the
banks of a dangerous river? No! For notwithstanding
he was thus saved from the very jaws of death; yet his
eminence and worth, are to be attributed to some great-
er CAUSE. It was his education, under the superin-
tending providence of God, which prepared him to be
such a pattern of meekness; such a blessing to the
chosen of the Lord; and to commence the performer
of such a scene of wonders, as "must astonish the
world to the latest ages." Had it not been for his ed-
ucation, his genius and latent seeds of meekness and
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virtue, together with his great usefulness to generations
gone, to the present and to those that are yet to come,
would, like a lump of unwrought gold, never have ap-
peared according to their true value; but would have
been concealed by the impenetrable shades of igno-
rance.

Pharaoh's daughter is worthy of a high eulogium,
for her kind assistance to Moses, a poor forsaken child;
for snatching him from a watery grave; and for what
is yet greater, providing him with the means of educa-
tion. "As soon as his age and capacity would admit,
says a celebrated DIVINE, he was sent to school, where
under the most improved instructors, he made uncom-
mon proficiency in his studies." "He was learned,
saith an inspired WRITER, in all the wisdom of the E-
gyptians, and was mighty in words and deeds."

By educating this child, 0 * Thermutis! thou
didst perform great service to mankind; and didst heap
upon thyself exalted encomiums. This benevolent
act, gave thee more joy, than all the gay pleasures of
a spVendifl life; added more charms to thy person than
sparkling eyes, blushing cheeks, and curling tresses.

The supreme glory, shall be ascribed to God,
while blooming flowers shall be scatter'd in the paths,
in which, 0 Thermutis! thou walkest with thy maid-
ens down to the River, from which thou didst draw Mo-
ses, the son of a slave.

Since such wonderous acts are performed, and such
great good accrues to mankind, by the means of education,
it is of the utmost importance to cultivate by learning,
those latent sparks of genius in the minds of children,
that they may be rightly employed for their own ad-
vantages, and for the benefit of society.

*Called so by Josephus.
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The more that true knowledge is diffused, the

more will true peace and happiness be enjoyed; the

more safe will be the rights and liberties of each indi-

vidual; and the more likely will be the holy religion of

the blessed Redeemer to prevail and flourish.

A general diffusion of useful knowledge, will

have a happy tendency to' make the inhabitants of the

world, as are the citizens of America enlightened and

free; to prevent the ambitious and designing from u-

surping either political or ecclesiastical tyranny; and

to qualify a people to be happy subjects and virtuous

rulers.
"Tyranny, bigotry and superstition, says ONE,

are supported only by gloomy ignorance," "These,

whenever the divine ray of knowledge shall illume the

benighted parts of the earth, will flee, like Satan,"

"with the shades of the night."
In this Country, where liberty is the basis of

its government, where birth and riche:1 give no preem-

inence; "and where merit alone has the surest claim" ,.;c)

distinction, there are but very few, who may not be

so trained up or educated, as to be qualified to fill

with reputation the highest places of honor and trust;

or at the least, to make honest, useful and peaceable

citizens. If therefore, CHILDREN are trained up in the

way they should go, when they shall have arisen to

years of maturity, they will not depart from it; but in

it with pleasure will delight to walk.

IMPROVEMENT.
From what has been said upon this subject, we

may infer, that it is the indispensible duty of parents,

to rightly train up or educate their children in that way,

in which they should go when they are old.
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As children come into the world destitute of ideas,
as we have shown, they ought early to be furnished
with the means of education, that their young and ten-
der minds, which can easily be moulded into any form,
might be replenished with suitable & necessary knowl-
edge. It is, therefore, dangerous to defer the edu-
cation of children till they shall have imbibed certain
sentiments, notions and ideas, which, however ridicu-
Zous and absurd, they will never renounce.

Many parents really injure their children by not
giving them a proper education for the calling, in which
it is probable they will follow, at as early a period of
life, as would have been consistent with their capacities
for learning and improvement.

Notwithstanding a very considerable knowledge
of the arts and sciences, may, at an advanced age of
life be obtained; yet it has been remarked and that very
justly, that most of such persons will be contracted in
their views and sentiments, practicably infallible and
self conceited, and illiberal and uncharitable in most
of their .proceedings. They are commonly destitute of
all delicate impressions, their hearts being as hard as the
adamantine rock. If such persons sustain a religious
character or act in a sacred profession, they will impute
all their inconsistencies to the sacred spirit of God, or
perhaps for a conscientious zeal for his glory. By their
blind, absurd and infatuated zeal, together with their
pretended orthodoxy, they essentially injure the cause
of true religion, which they have been endeavouring to
support. The opinions or sentiments of such, can by
reason no more be altered, than thunder clouds can be
turned, e- the everlasting hills be moved by the voice
or strength of man. Nothing but fear, shame and
punishment, withhold them from imitating the deluded
followers of the Eastern Impostor, in unsheathing the
SWORD of JEHOVAH, and pointing it at the breasts
of those, who fall not in with their fanatical notions
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and persecuting principlas. Such, my friends, are
the natural and dreadful consequences, of negelcting
the early and proper education of children.

Suffer me, therefore, ye PARENTS present, to di-
rect a few words of address to you, upon this important
and interesting concern.

Permit one, my friends, who experimentally
knows not the joys, fears and anxieties of a parent, to
intreat you for your own honor, and for what is yet far
greater, for the future prosperity of your children, to
give to them as good an education as you can consistently
with your several abilities. The future characters and
conduct of your children, yea, their everlasting happi-
ness in an eminent sense, depend upon the education
they shall receive from you. You can perform no greater
kindness, and manifest no greater parental affection for
them, than by giving them an opportunity to obtain a
useful and valuable education. In this way, you will
probably prevent their own misery and ruin; and at the
same time perform an essential service to mankind. To
thus assist them, is far more commendable, than it is
to bestow on them riches and hereditary honors By so
doing, you will prepare them for usefulness in the
world, for honor and happiness, and for a proper man-
agement (if themselves, when they shall appear upon
the staqe of action, to take a part in life's great DRAMA.

Mecy a bright genius, have spent their days in
the low and humble walks of life, for the want of hav-
ing their minds improved by education; and finally
have gone down to the grave, without ever appearing
to advantage in the world. Hearken to the language
of a celebrated POET, after contemplating, in a bury-
ing yard, the monuments erected to the memory of the

"Perhaps in this neglected spot is laid
"Some heart once pregnant with celestial fire;
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"Hands that the rod ofEVIRE miaht have sway'd,
"Or wak'd to exstacy the living Zyre,
"But knowledge to their eyes her ample page,
"Rich with the spoiZs of time did ne'er unroll;
"ChiZZ penury repress'd their noble rage,
"And froze the gneial current of the souZ.
"Full many a gem of purest ray serene,
"The dark unfathom'd caves ofOCEAN bear;
"Full many a flowe2, is born to blush unseen,
"And waste itw sweetness in the desart air."

Sufficient has been said to persuade you, my friends,
not to neglect the early and proper education of your
children. In educating them, you will aim to have them
instructed in heavenly knowledge.

A few words, in addition to what has been said,
respecting their spiritual instruction, will not be con-

sidered as unnecessary.
As long as they are under your particular care and

direction, you will, like the pious and most amiable
PARENT, the AUTHOR of the text, be frequently cal-
ling upon them to obtain heavenly knowledge; and
with all their getting to get a wise and understanding

heart. Guard as much as possible, against their em-
bracing such religious sentiments, as are dishonorary
to God, or inconsistent with that benevolent character,

in which he is clothed both in the BOOK of reason and

revelation. In a particular manner, guard against their
bein5 absorbed in a aystem, which literally shuts the
gatc of mercy upon most of the human race.

Never become guilty of instructing, yea nor even
countenancing them in embracing such religious sen-
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timents, as involve in them such palpable absurdit:es,
as neither Angels, Men nor Devils, can ever make to
appear plausible to a rational and unprejudiced mind.

Always endeavor to represent God to them, n the
most amiable, endearing and benevolent character;
that they may love, not servilely fear and dread HIM,

as some awful, horrible and most powerfulTYRANT, de-
lighting in damnation and misery. With the pious
ELDER of old, may you say, "X have no greater joy,
than to hear that my children walk in the truth."

May you have the happiness to see your children,
increase in learning; preparing to shine as distinguish-
ed LIGHTS in the world, and to behold THEM walking
in that path, which leads to the heavenly mansions in
glory, where there is knowledge to be obtained beyond

finite conception, and peace, joys and pleasures be-
yond expression.

The youth of this congregation, particularly those
that have attended my instructions, shall next claim
particular attention in the sequel of the subject.

MY-YOUNG FRIENDS,

You have heard in this discourse, that your future

honor, usefulness and happiness, depend eminently on
your education. You will, therefore, while in the
morning of your days, prepare yourselves by your ed-
ucation, for honor among mankind, usefulness to the

world, and profit to yourselves, when the voices of
your parents can no more be heard, nor their hands
be stretched out no longer for your assistance. If it

is the duty of your parents to instruct you, and to pro-

vide for you the means of education, it is then your
indispensible duty, to hearken to all their faithful and

benevolent admonitions, precepts and instructions;
and gratefully to improve every opportunity, which
they may afford you for obtaining useful knowledge.
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Now is the best and only time for the proper im-

provement and cultivation of your minds. Be intreat-

ed then, to attend diligently to all the means of in-

struction, with which your PARENTS in love may fa-

vor you.
But above all, you must seek to obtain the knowl-

edge of God; and of his Son Jesus Christ, and the

way of Salvation through HIM, as it is revealed in the

Gospel. To this END, you will faithfully attend to

the instructions of pious PARENTS and TEACHERS.

Heavenly knowledge, is highly recommended to your

choice in repeated instances by the wise, virtuous and

learned Preacher of Israel. This is his language:--

"My Son, hear the instruction of thy FATHER, and

forsake not the law of thy MOTHER: For they shall be

an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about

thy neck." "Hear ye children the insl,ruction of a

father, and attend to know understanding. For I

give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law. For

was my FATHER'S son, tender and only beloved in the

sight of my MOTHER." My Father taught me, and

my mother frequently instructed me----"And said un-

to me, let thine heart retain my words; keep my com-

mandments and live." "Take fast hold of instruction;

let her not go; keep her; for she is thy life." "Re-

ceive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge

rather thc.n choice gold. For wisdom is better than ru-

bies; and all the things that may be desired not to

be compared to" her. Many more passages might be

easily cited, were it necessary, in which wisdom and

instruction are highly recommended to the choice of

Youth.
Among the great variety you shall only once more

be refered to the story of the wise Preacher's choice,

when God in the days of his youth, thus addressed

him, "Ask what I shall give thee." His choice, my
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young friends, teaches you that wisdom or a wise and

understanding heart, is to be chosen and prefered as

far more valuable than all earthly honors, riches and

pleasures. While health, riches and victory, were

spreading their alluring charms before the young Mon-

arch, recommending themselves to his choice, when

wisdom appeared, it was with her alone, with which

he was captivated. While it is an accepted time, be

persuaded to imitate Solomon in his choice; and like

him, may you be wise to know the God of your fath-

ers, and to serve HIM with a perfect heart and willing

mind. Your youthful days are fleeting fast; and will

soon be gone. Expiring time will soon scatter hoary

hairs among the most beautiful locks; "draw furrows

on the smoothest brow; and blast the roses on the finest

cheek." Those, therefore, who AFTER their youth-

fuZ and vigorous days are past, would appear amiable

and beautiful, must have their minds adorned with

heavenly wisdom, and their hearts replenished with the

graces of the divine SPIRIT. May you be continually

abounding in true knowledge and wisdom; in true pi-

ety and virtue; and in every good word and work.

When done with time, may you be admitted to the

full fruition of the joys and pleasures of heaven; where

you will ever be increasing in knowledge; flourishing

in immortal youth; and glowing with crowns and di-

adems of dazling beauty, through the rolling and ceas-

less ages of Eternity.
In a word, to comprehend, "THE ONE THING NEEDFUL,"

which involves in it, knowledge the most important,

as well as all riches, honors and pleasures, is to

have a spiritual knowledge of HIM, whom to know aright

is Life eternal.
To conclude therefore; May we all both young

and old, be trained up for everlasting life; and when

through death's dark vault we shall have passed, may we

23

through faith in the merits of the REDEEMER, be admit-

ted to the delightful participation of the perfectly bles-

sed in glory.

A M E N .
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An Address to Men of Science...a Sketch of a Proper System for Education

Richard Carlile
1822
R. Carlile: London

"I address myself to Nen of Sciene, not as one of them, but as an individua) who

has obtafined a sufficient insight into the various departnents of Science, throiv:h

the medium of books, to convince him that all the dogmas of the Priest

and of the Holy Boolcs, are false and wicked impostures upon marAind. He

therefore calls upon Men of Science to stand forward and unfold their minds

upon this important subject. He offers himself as a mediur through which they

may escape the fanp:s of the Attorney General, or the Society for propagating

Vice, and pledges himself that there is no truth that any an of Science will

write, but he will Print and publish. He has a thorough contempt and

indifference for all existing laws and combinations to punish him upon this

score-, and will them all at. defiance, whilst th.ay attempt to restrain

any particular oions. He will go on to show to the people of this

island, what one individual, and he a very obscure and humble one, can do

in the cause of propagating the truth, in opposition to falsehood and imposture."

Training in the scientific disciplines provides a dynamic education.

Proposes that children be trained in the Scientific disciplines in order

that they be truly educated.

2. The above notion affords a djnamic eduCation as opposed to religion and

the classics which stifle the child..
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ADDRESS,

GENTLEMEN,
In addressing so distinguished and so important a part of
the community, it becomes me to say, that I am not myself
a man of experimental Science, neither, out of the ordinary
occupations of my past life, have I ever seen a scientific
experiment made in any one department of Chemistry, or
Natural Philosophy; all that I know, with the above excep-
tion, has been acquired by reading and meditation. The
first head of my address will be chiefly confined to those
Philosophers, who stvdy and practice the sciences of Che-
mistry and Astronomy. I shall endeavour to point out to
them, that they are bound by duty, by common sense, and
by common honesty, to make known to mankind, or, more
particularly their fellow countrymen, whatever discoveries
they may make, to prove that the others are following a
system of error, or that they are acted upon by a system of
imposture. I shall.,make it appear plain to them, that they
have not hitherto done this, and that they have openly
countenano,ed systems cf error and imposturu because the
institutions of the coiAntry were connected with them; or,
because they feared to offend those persons who might be
deriving an ill-gotten profit from them.

In another, I shall shew that the present system of edu-
cating children is entirely on a wrong basis, and their youth-
ful time so far wasted, as to leave them, when advanced to
the years of maturity, in a state of comparative ignorance.
I shall shew, that if, in their school exercises, in addition
to reading, writing, and the use of figures, they were made
acquainted with nothing but the elements of Astronomy, of
Geography, of Natural History, and of Chemistry, so that
they may at an early period of life form corract notions of

258
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organized and inert matter, instead of torturing their minds

with metaphysical and incomprehensible dogmas about reli-

gion, of which they can form no one idea but that of appa-

rent absurdity and contradiction, they would be prepared to

make a much greater advancement in the Arts and Sciences,

and to improve their condition in society much more than can

be now possibly done. These shall not be altogether

theoretical ideas, their practicability will reach the mind of

every rational being, or he who takes the liberty to think

and reason for himself. Many new plans and schemes for

education are daily starting up, but the whole, of which

I have any knowledge, have the above common error; for

the subjects upon which our youth are taught to read and

write, and those in which the dead or foreir.r. 'iving lan-

guages are taught, are by no means calculate.st expand

the mind, or to give it a knowledge of Nature and her

laws; and thus the most important of all opportunities is

lost, and much time actually wasted, in which their minds

might be prepared for the reception :Hid knowledge of na-

tural and useful truths. What is the knowledge of thJ pre-

sent school-boy, in what is caned classical literature, when

compared with a useful instruction in Chemistry and the

laws of Nature? Of what use to society at large is a clas-

sical scholar or one well versed in the ancient mythologies,

for this, after all, is the chief part of classical knowledge?

It neither gives a polish to manners, nor teaches morality.

It fills the mind with a useless jargon, and enables the pos-

sessor now an6 then to make a tinsel and pompous decla-

mation in half a dozen different languages; which, if it were

to undergo a translation into one language, and that which

.'a call native, would be found to be a mass of unintelli-

gible and unmeaning trash--words of sound, to which it

would be difficult to attach an idea, and in which all cor-

rect notions were wanting. It makes a man a pedant only.

Such men have been most aptly termed spouters of froth.

My ç.
esent object is to lay down a sketch of what seems to

me a more instructive and useful system of education.

I submit this sketch to the judgment of Men of Science,

with an idea that every school-master ought to be a Man of

Science, and not a parish priest, as Mr. Brougham would

have. This is the outline of my second head, on which, in

due order, I hope to enlatge most satisfactorily.

In my first I shall be9in by addressing myself to the

Chemists of this Island, and finish by a distinct allusion to

the students and practitioners in the science of Astronomy.



244B

1-;

Of all the advancemens made in Science of late years,

the most pre-eminent and the most important to mankind

stand those in the science of Chemistry. Our Chemists

have proved themselves the greatest of all revolutiOnists, for

they have silently and scientifically undermined all the dog-

mas of the priest, upon which the customs and the manners

of society seem hitherto to have been entirely founded.

Every species of matter has been brought to dissolution,

and its elementary ,-roperties investigated, by their cruci-

bles and fires, or their galvanic batteries, and we have

been practically and scientifically shewn in what manner

Nature performs her dissolutions and regenerations. As far

as I understand, but one of the phenomena of nature remains

unexplored, and that is the properties of the electric fluid,

or the real cause of the solar light and heat. I do not despair

of this being reached, and I have tfte,stronger hope, as it

will lead at once to a knowledge of the cause of our exist-

ence, and that of every animal and vegetable substance. It

will shew the cause and process by which inert matter be-

comes organized, and how all the variegated beauties of na-

ture start into life. However, at present,.we know quite enough

to authorize the rejection of all our priestly cosmogonies,

we know quite enough to set at nought the notion that the

planetary system of the universe has existed but six thou-

sand years--we know that matter is imperishable and inde-

structible, for, although, a fire to a commun understanding

seems to destroy combustible matter, yet such is not the

case, for after any combustible substance has passed through

the fiercest fire, the whole of its component parts still exist

to their former full extent: the fire has only separated them

and changed their relative situations; they are dispersed in

the gaseous state, and again ready for the operations of na-

ture, to amalgamate with some new living and growing

substance, to which their qualities can be assimilated*.--We

know that the planet,.ry system of the universe has existed

to all eternity as to the past, and must exist to all eternity

as to the future. For, although, that solar system of which

our habitation is a part, or other solar systems, may go

*The latter part of this sentence may appear preposterous

when addressed to the Chemist, or to the Man of Science, but

it is probab-ie that this Address may be read by some indivi-

dual who may not comprehenL the c.ssertion that matter is im-

perishable and indestructible, tnerefore :,.he writer has taken

the liberty to introduce this slight explanation. He con-

fesses that but three years since he startled himself at the

assertion, and asked the assertor whether fire did not de-

stroy matter.
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through great changes, yet the effect will be but as the

falling of a hair from our heads, and cannot be said to dis-

turb the great whole.
Instead of viewing ourselves as the particular and partial

objects of the care of a great Deity, or of receiving those

dogmas of the priest which teach us that every.thing has

been made for the colvenience and use of meal, and that

man has been made in the express image of the Deity, we

should consider ouv-selves but as atoms of organized matter,

whose pleasure or whose pain, whose existence in a state of

organization, or whose non-existence in that state, is a mat-

ter of no importance in the laws and operatioks of nature;

we should view ourselves with-Ahe same feelings, as we

view the leaf which rises in the spring, and falls in the

autumn, and then serves no further purpose but to fertilize

the earth for a fresh production; we should view ourselves

as the blossoms of May, which exhibit but a momentary

splendour and beauty, and often within that moment are cut

off prematurely by a blast. We are of no more importance

in the scale of Nature than those myriads of animalcules

whose natural life is but for the space of an hour, or a

moment. We come and pass like a cloud--like a shower--

those of us who possess a brilliancy 5-Aioerio- to others, are

but as the rainbow, the objects of a momentary admiration,

and a momentary recollection. Man has been most aptly

compared to the seasons of the year, in our own climate the

spring, is his infancy; the summer, the time cf his ardent

manhood; the autumn, his decline of life; and the winter, his

old age and death--he passes, and another series comes.

He is produced by, and produces his like, and so passes

away one generation after another, from, and to all eternity.

How ridiculous then is the idea about divine revelations,

about prophesies, and about miracles to procure proselytes

to such notions! To what generation do they apply, or if

they apply to all future generations, why were not the same

revelations, prophesies, and miracles necessary to all the past

generations? What avail the dogmas Jf the priest about an

end to the world, about a resurrection, about a day of judg-

ment, about a Heaven and Hell, or about rewards and

punishments after this life, when we assert that matter is im-

perishable and indestructible--that it always was what it

now is, and that it will always continue the same. Answer

this, ye Priests. Come forward, ye Men of Science, and sup-

port these plain truths, which are as familiar to your minds,

as the simplest demonstration in mathematics is to the expe-
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rienced and accomplished mathematician. Future rewards

and punishments are cried p as a necessary d,ctrine where-

with to impress the minds of men, and to restrain them from

vice: but how much more impressive and comprehensible

would be the plain and simple tr th, that, in this life,

virtue produces happiness, and vice nothing but certain

misery.
Away then With the ridiculous idea, and the priestly

dogma of immortality. Away with the contemptible notion

that our bones, our muscles, and our flesh sha" be jathered

together after they are rotted and evaporated t f. a resur-

rection to eternal life. Away with the idea that we have a

sensible soul which lives distinct from and after the dissolu-

tion of the body! It is all a bugbear, all a priestly imposture.

The Chem,.;t can analyse the body of Man, and send it into

its primitive gaseous state in a few minutes. His crucible

and fire, or his galvanic battery, will cause it to evaporate

so as not to leave a particle of substance or solid matter,

and this chemical process is but an anticipation, or a has-

tening, of the workings of Nature; for the whole universe

might be aptly termed a great chemical apparatus, in which

a chemical analysis, and a chemical composition is conti-

nually and constantly going on*. The same may be said

*A letter from Demarara of the 24,Ji of October, 1821,

mentions an extraordinary instance of the violence with which

lightening acts, on the sudden explosion of electrical clouds.

It occurred on board a vessel called the Susan, on the voyage

from New Brunswick to Demerara. On the 16th, all hands being

on the foretop-sail yard, the dangerous fluid struck the

vessel with terrible force, coming down by the wedges of Ole

foremast, which it carried away in a moment, about eight feet

above the deck along with every body aloft, and shattered the

main-top-mast and jib-boom intosplinters. It also burst the

ship on the starboard bow, two planks from the deck. One of

the crew was, in a manner, annihilated by the fluid, no mark

remained of him but spots of his blood on the sails and

riggina. The rest were more or less hurt by the fall, .,fien

the mast and rigging came down.

Observations. There is a doubt hanging on this account

whether the man was struck overboard or dissolved, gaseated,

or evaporated, by the power and force of the electric fluid.

The informatIon is meant to convey the latter expression, and

that such,..a thing is possible is well known to Chemists and

others, who have pried into the operations of Nature. An

idea occurs here as to the preference given by the ancients

to the funeral pile over the grave fey' the disposal of dead

animal bodies. Here a body is annih4lated in a few minutes,

whilst if consigned to the earth it would be rotting for

years to the injury and annoyance of those who exist near it.

This was one of the evils introduced by the Christ'an re-

ligion, or the Jew Books, in opposition to the more whole-

some practice of the Grecian and Roman funeral piles.
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of every organized body, however large, or however minute;
its motions produce a constant chemical analysis and com-
position, a continual change, so that the smallest particle of
matter is guided by the same laws, and performs tho same
duties, as the great whole, Here is an harmony indeed!
Man alone seems to form an exception by his vicious con-
duct and demoralizing character. By assuming to himself a
character or a consequence to which he is not entitled, and
by making a pretension to the possession of supernaural
powers, he plays such fantastic tricks as to disturb every
tKing within his influence, and carries on a perpetual war
with Nature and her laws.

After those few observatiori pon the properies of mat-
ter u-",ther organized or inert, (to which I know every Che-
mist in the country, whose science has conquered the bigot-
ry of his education, will give his assent) I would call upon
them all and every one to stand forward and teach mankind
those important, those plain truths, which are so clear and
so famiflar to their own minds. It is the Man of Science
who is alone capable of making war upon the Priest, so as
to silence him effectually. It is the duty of the Man of
Science to make war upon all error and imposture, or why
does he study? Why does he analyse the habits, the customs,
the manners, and the ideas of mankind, but to separate tr,ith
from falsehood, but to give force to the former, and to extin-
guish the latter? Why does he search into N-Z-.ire and hr
laws, but to benefit himself and his fellow m.I.n by hic disco-
veries, by the explosion of erroneous ideas, and by t
establishment of correct principles? Science must be :.(:)

lonrer studied altogether as an amusement or a pastime,
which has been too much the case hitherto; it must be
brought forward to combat the superstitions, the vices, and
the too long established depravities among mankind, wherce
all their present and past miseries have emanated, and unless
the former can be 1estroyed, the latter will still ensue, as a
regular cause and effect.

It is evident that Men of Science nave hitherto too much
crouched to the establihed tyrannies of Kingoraft and

Priestcraft. Speaking generally they have adopted some of
the aristocratical distinctions of the day, and have suppor-
ted the frauds upon mankind, which it was their peculiar
duty ,o expose. This has given room to the advocates of
superstition, to put forward ail an authority for their dogmas,
the names of Bacon, of Newton, of Locke, and many others.
They say that it is: no disgrace even to r,rr with
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sucli men, and thus, for the want of a more decided aud de-

termined character in the advocates of Science and Philoso-

phy, the enemy has built a strong hold within our lines, and

has taken an important advantage of our irresolution. I will

not believe that Facon, or Newton, or Locke, in the latter

part of their life-tire, had any other ideas of the Ch-istian

religion, or any other religion, than I have. In their days,

the faggo':s had scarcely been extinguished; nor was the

fuel which supplied them exhausted. They might therefore

deem it prudent to equivocate as a matter of safety.

Besides, the two former were in the employ of a court, and

consequently under the trammels of Kingcraft, which ever

has, and ever will find its interest in the support of Super-

stition and Priestcraft.
I would appeal to any man Who calls himself a conscien-

tious Christian, and ask him whether he thinks such a man

as himself could write the following paragraph:

"Atheism leaves a man to sense, t philosophy, to natu-

ral piety, to laws, to reputation: all which may be guides

to an outward moral virtue, though religion mee not; but

Superstition dismounts all these, and createth an absolute

monarchy in the minds of men; therefore Atheism did

never perturb states; for it makes men wary of themselves,

as looking no farther, and we see the times inclined to

Atheism (as the time of Augustus Caesar) were civil times:

but Superstition nath been the confusion of many states,

and bringeth in a new priml:m mobi4e, that ravisheth 111

the spheres of goverment." This is Lord Bacon's apology

for Atheism, and, in my humble opinion, he wrote it feel-

ingly, conscientiously, and upon principle, as an Atheist,

which word has no other meaning than a seceder frnm all

mythologies, although the ignorant and interes I make so

much ridiculous clamour and fuss about it.

To shew that Newton was thoroughly ignorant of the

chemical properties of mat1;er, I will quote again a para-

graph, which I quoted in page 341, Vol. II. of "The

Republican," in the answer to the Rev, Thomas Hartwell

Horne's pamphlet, entitled "Deism Refuted," &c. It is

thus: "All things considered, it appears probable to me,

that God in the beginning created matter in solid, hard,

ir4enetrable particles; of such sizes and figures, and with

such o.uner properties, as most conduced to the end for

which he formed them, and that these primitive particles,

being solids, are incomparably harder than any of the sen-

sible porous bodies compounded of them; even so hard as

4
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never to wear, or break in pieces: nocther power being

able to divide what God made in the first creation. While

these corpusc:es remain entire, they may compose bodies of

one and the same nature and texture in all ages; but should

they wear away ot break in pieces, the nature of things

depending on them would be changed: water and earth,

composed of old worn particles, or fragments of particles,

would not be of the same nature and texture now, with

water and earth composed of entire particles at-the begin-

ning; and, therefore, that nature may be lasting, the chan-

ges of corporeal things are to be placed only in the various

separations, and new associations of these permanent cor-

puscles." There are no such things in existence, there

never were, as impenetrable particles of matter. Ther,-2 is

no one particle of matter, comprehensible to or distihuish-

able by the human senses, but the Themist can penetrate

and analyse. The atomical principle of matter cGnveys a

very confused and unsatisfactory notion to the human mind.

Those wno first adopted the idea knew nothing of the gaseous

or atmospheric principle of matter. When Sir Isaac New-

ton wrote the above paragraph he could have had no idea of

the elementary prihciples of all matter of whatever texture,

quality, or colour being resolvable into a few simple gases.

Sir Isaac Newton made advances in Science and Philosophy

but he did not perfect either the one or the other. Many

of his theories are now not only disputed but fairly contro-

verted. He was a master of figures but not of philosophy.

He was a practical Mathematician but not a practical

Chemist. In morals he was narrow minded, in religion a

bigot, in the School of Science illiberal and intolerant. He

spurned correction from others, and hated instead of res-

pecting the man who could teach him any thing. In the

prime of life he cherished too much fanaticism for the ex-

pansion of a philosophic mind. 'His was dark and gloomy

on all the first principles of Science and Philosophy. He

began with a conviction that there was such a god or such

gods as Priests had taught him, and he endeavoured to make

all his scientific researches subservient to it. He began

his race with a chain and three clogs to his legs, and whilst

contemplating the universe he still believed it to be the work

of his Idols! The Chemists of the present day must smile at

this notion of Sir Isaac Newton, about what God did in thE

beginning: it is evident, nat he knew but little about che-

mical analysis and composition; or, rather, that his ideas

upon the subject were quite erroneous and hypothetical,
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when he might have obtained a demonstration quite conclu-

sive, if he had studied Chemistry with other parts of his

philosophy. Such, in my opinion, is the importance of the

science of Chemistry in the pursuit of Truth, and in the

investigation of Nature and her laws, that the first proper

step towards pnilosophical studies must be an ar.:quaintance

with its elements and powers.
We need nothing further to convince us of the struggle

which existed between science and superstition in the mind

of Sir Isaac Newton than the following creed, which I have

met with quice a pror;os, or in the midst of writing this ad-

dress, in a weekly provincial paper, and which, I imagine,

has been put forth at this moment as one of those little

existing anxieties to prop the declining superstition of the

age. It is headed, qir Isaac Newton's Creed: "The Su-

preme Being governs all things, not as soul of the world,

but as Lord of the Universe: and upon account of his

dominion, he is stile.,.d the Lord God, Supreme over all. The

Supreme God is an eternal, infinite, absolutely perfect being;

but a being, how perfect soever, without dominion, is net

Lord God. The term God, very frequently signifies Lord;

but every Lord is not God. The dominion of a spiritual

being constitutes him God; t;-ue dominion, true God; su-

preme dominion, supreme God; imaginary dominion, ima-

ginary God. He is not eternity and infinity, but eternal

and infinite. He is not duration and space, but his duration

of existence is present, and by existing always and every

where, he constitutes duration and space--eternity and

infinity. Since every part of space, and every indivisible

moment of duration, is every where; certainly the Maker

and Lord of all things, cannot be said to be in no time, and

no place. He is omnipresent, not by his power only, but

in his very substance; for power cannot subsist without

substance. God is not at.all affected by the motions of

bodies, neither do they find any resistance from the omni-

presence o-;" God. He necessarily exists, and by the same

necessity he exists always and every where. Whence also

it follows, that he is all similar, all eye, all ear, all

brain, all arm, all sensation, all understanding, all active

power; but this, not in a human, or corporeal form, but in a

manner wholly unknown to us, therefore rot to be worshipped

under a corporeal representation." Here is the creed of SiY

Isaac n; and who can read this, and for a moment

believe ilat he was a Christian when he wrote it? I am

not about to approve all this jargon and contradiction; I
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despise it; I pity the Man of Science that could write such
nonsense; and rather than I would be called the author of
it, I would relinquish as much fame as Sir Isaac Newton
obtained in other respects. The foregoing ideas of Sir Isaac
Newton on the properties of matter, and his definition of a
God are equally unintelligible, contradictory, and ridiculous.

Lord Bacon's definition of Christianity, or the essentials
cf the Christian religion, which I have seen printed as a re-
ligious tract, but which I have not at hand for reference or
quotation, is just of the same stamp, and rather than be call-
ec; the author of such trash, I would consent to be consider-

an idiot. Yet Lord Bacon as a natural philosopher, and

Sir I_;aac Newton as a mathematician and astronomer, were
eminent in the highest degree, when the age in which they
lived is considered. The conduct of both evinces the mis-
chievous effect of superstition on the human mind, particu-
larly where that mind is brilliantly adapted for making a
progress in science and scientific discoveries.

It is impossible to analyze the creed of Sir Isaac Newton
relative to Deity, or found any one idea upon it. It is a

string of words that have nJ apilication, and independent
of their contradiction, all that can be said of them is, that
they describe nothing The writer of such a creed must
have been an Atheist in disguise, or perhaps unknown even
to himself. Its total amount implies that there is no God
such as priests teach, and bigots and fools imagine and
believe. Mirabaud, in his System of Nature, has brought
forward several quotations from Newton's writings, and
has commented on them to shew that he was what is vul-
garly called an Atheist: that he was what every Man of
Science must be, c seceder from the idolatry of the ignorant.
Such I believe he was in his latter clays, and in his private
opinions, but he had not the honesty to avow himself such.
It is unquestionable that Newton in his youth possessed
much superstition, and it is equally unquestionable thatthe
progress he had made in science in his advanced age, had
entirely conquered that superstition, and banished it from
his mind, although, I am sorry to say, he was not honest
enough to make a full and conscientious confession of the
change to which his theological opinions had been subjected.
Perhaps I cannot make a deeper impression on the mind of
the reader as to the real character of Newton, than by
quoting an anecdote from William Whiston's Memoirs, written
by himself.

"Sir Hans Sloane, Edmund Halley, and myself, were

267
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once together at Child's Coffee-house, in St. Paul's Church-

yard, and Dr. Halley asked me, Why I was not a member

of the Royal Society? I answered, because they durst not

choose an heretic. Upon which Dr. Halley said to Sir Hans

Sloane, that if he would propose me, he would second it,

which was done accordingly. When Sir Isaac Newton, the

President, heard this, he was greatly concerned; and, by

what I then learned, closeted some of the members, in or-

der to get clear of me; and told them, that if I was chosen

a member, he would not be president. Whereupon, by a

pretence of deficiency in the form of proceeding, the propo-:

sal was dropped, I not insisting upon it. Nay, as soon as

I was informed of Sir Isaac's uneasiness, I told his bosom

friend, Dr. Clarke, that had I known his mind, I would

have done nothing that might bring that great man's "grey

hairs with sorrow to the grave:" Nor has that Society ever

refused to let me come, and lay any of my papers or instru-

ments before them, whenever I desired it; without my being

an actual member: which, considering my small ability to

pay the usual sums for admission, and annual dues, was al-

most as agreeable to me, as being a constant memb-er.

Now if the reader desire to know the reason of Sir Isaac

Newton's unwillingness to have me a meMber, he must take

notice, that as his making me first his deputy, and giving me

the full profits of the place, brought me to be a candidate, as

his recommendation of me to the heads of colleges in Cam-

bridge, made me his successor; so did I enjoy a large por-

tion of his favour for twenty years together. But he then

perceiving that I could not do as hjs other darling friends

did, that is, learn of him, without contradicting him, when

I differed in opinion from him, he could not, in his old age,

bear such contradiction; and so he:was afraid of me the last

thirteen years of his life. See my Authentic Records, page

1070, 1071. He was of the most fearful, cautious, and sus-

picious temper, that I ever knew: and had he been alive

when I wrote against his Chronology, and so thoroughly

confuted it, that nobody has ever ventured to vindicate it,

that I know of, since my confutation was published, I should

not have thought proper to publish it during his life-time;

because I knew his temper so well, that I should have ex-

pected it would have killed him. As Dr. Bentley, Bishop

Stillingfleet's chaplain, told me, that he believed Mr. Locke's

thorough confutation of the Bishop's Metaphysics about the

Trinity, hastened'his end also."
Whiston was the early friend of Newton and succeeded

268
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him at Cambridge in the professor's chair in the science of
the Mathematics. Newton when young was a firm adhe-
rent to the ridiculous doctrine of the Christian Trinity, and
so useful as figures were to him in his mathematical and as-
tronomical discoveries, and to such an extent, beyond all
predecessors, could ne carry them, yet superstition could
persuade him, that three could be explained to be but one;
and one to comprise three! The science of Whiston in the
Mathematics was almost equal to that of Newton, though I

believe the former had not so fertile a genius as the latter,
and was obliged to acquire by labour what to the other was
natural.', Yet Whiston, although he had superstition enough
to make him a honest and conscientious Christian, knew the
proper use of arithmetic, and would not allow three to be
one, nor one to be three: he.rejected the doctrine of the
Trinity in the Godhead. Whiston honestly and openly
combated this impossibility, and avowed himself an Arian,
and contended under much persecution throughout his life-
time that such were the sentiments of the early Christians,
and that the doctrine of the Trinity was but a corruption of
the church after it had been long established. Such tenets
were then called blasphemous, and Whiston was expelled
from his professor's chair and from the university of Cam-
bridge altogether, and had to endure more clamour about
blasphemy than ever I had, or have any reason to fear in fu-
ture. This circumstance connected with a rivalry in the
Mathematics occasioned the breach between Whiston and
Newton, but ridiculous as even Whiston's superstition ap-
pears to me, I think him a much more honest man than ever
was Newton, and as a member of society much more useful
to the age in which they lived. Newton courted distinction
and popularity by servilely succumbing to all the despo-
tisms of the day; Whiston was a man of principle, and lived
and died poor for the satisfaction of writing and speaking
what he thought and believed. The one has been too much
flattered and applauded; the other too much vilified and de-
graded, and the clamour by which both circumstances have
been effected nas been equally disgusting and disgraceful to
the country.

I have contrasted the conduct of Whiston and Newton,
and have made my observations on the latter to shew that
even his name carries no weight with it in the support of
superstition, I trust I have sufficiently shown that su-
perstition and science can never amalgamate, which also
justifies the inference, that morality and religion never can
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amalgamate. Superstition corrupts and deteriorates all the
human passions; science alone is qualified to amend and
moralize them. The Man of Science who knows his duty,
and what is conducive to the interest of mankind, will ever
boldly and openly set himself in opposition to the priest.
This has not been sufficiently done hitherto, and I hope that
even my appeal will not be altogether useless, but that it
will rouse some latent spirit among the Men of Science in
this island to assert their own dignity andimportance; and
silence the foul, the wicked, and the michievous clamour
of Priestcraft.

It is beyond doubt that Locke was hostile to the system
of Government both in Church and State, and the odium
which he incurred from a certain quarter, was quite equal to
that which has fallen upon Thomas Paine, or those who,
since the American and French revolutions, have travelled
so much farther in their opposition. Opposition to ill-
founded establishments, possessing power, must necessarily
be progressive. Locke was thought to have gone to an ex-
treme in his time, but I now consider his writings to be
scarcely worth reading, as far as they apply to toleration
in matters of opinion, or to political economy and political
government. The sentiments which I have put upon paper
would have been called high treason a century ago, and the
author hung, beheaded, embowelled, and quartered, with
the general approbation of the people; and a person of the
name of John Matthews was actually hung for writing and
printing what was called a treasonable libel, in the reign
of George the First; which libel, or a similar one, would
not now be thought seditious by the Attorney General him-
self. Such is the effect of general instruction among the
people--such is the progressive power of the printing press,
that, I feel a moral conviction that the sentiments which I

have avowed will become general in another generation.
The circumstance is as sure as that no one will now con-
demn the political opinions of John Locke, as going too far,
but rather as weak and insipid, and not going far enough
in honest principle.

Then come forward, ye Men of Science, it is reserved
for you to give the death blow, or the last blow to supersti-
tion and idolatry. Now is the time--you are safe even
from momentary persecution, if you stand forward nume-
rously and boldly. You will have a people, an all mighty
people, with you, a circumstance which no philosopher
could ever heretofore calculate upon. You have nothing
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to fear, and nothing to lose, but every thing to gain, even
that which is most dear to you, the kind reception of your
instructions, the adoption of your principles, founded in
truth and the nature of things.

Kings and Priests have, in some cases, made partial pre-
tensions to patronize the Arts and Sciences, as a cloak for
their enmity towards them. They ever were, and ever will
be, in reality, their direst foes. An advanced state of
Science cannot benefit them. Their present distinctions,
and misery-begetting splendour, could not be tolerated,
when mankind shall so far be illuminated as to know the
real cause and object of animal-existence. Common sense
teaches us that good government requires none of those idle
distinctions; for why should the servants, or the admini-
strators of the laws of society, be distinguished above those
whence those laws should emanate? It is the duty of the
Man of Science to attack those distinctions, to combat all
the established follies of the day, and endeavour to restore
society to its natural state; to that state which first princi-
ples will point out; the mutual support, the comfort, the
happiness, and the protection of each other. At present we
are but as so many beasts of prey, each strengthening him-
self by the destruction of his weaker fellow. The many
unnatural distinctions which Kingcraft and Priestcraft have
brought into society, have totally undermined the first ob-
ject of the social state. In addition to this universal evil,
those two crafts have set themselves up as a bar to all use-
ful improvement. They count nance no change but that
which swells the amount of t ir depredations, (for the
manner in which thelr incomL are extorted deserves no
other appellation.) Societi can obtain no real or lasting
strength under the sway of ,use two crafts, for every i,1111-

provement that has been ma& in their several conditions,
has been evidently, from the orce of natural ana scientific
kn owledge, and in an exact atio 14.;th the diminution of
kingly and priestly influence. This assertion is evident if

we examine the decay of their influence for the last three
centuries, in this or any other country. The printing press
has come like a true Messiah to emancipate the great family
of mankind from this double yoke. This Messiah is im-
mortal, and its saving powers must be universal and perpe-

tual. By this, and by no other Messiah, can man be saved
from ignorance and misery; the only hell that he has to
fear. It will prove the true Messiah-.of the Jew, of the
Christian, of the Mahometan, and of the Pagan. It is a
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Messiah for all, and it w!ll go on to unite under the name
and title of KAN and CITIZEN the whole human race, or
all those animals who have the gift of speech, and its conse-

quent, reason. I hope to see the day, or I fear not but it
will arrive, when every man of property shall consider a

printing press, a necessary piece of furniture in his house;

and prize it more than our present aristocrats prize their

hounds and horses.
In support of my assertion, that Men of Science have

hitherto crouched too much to the established impostures

of the day, I have merely to remark, that I am not aware
of any one instance in which any Chemist of this country

has made a public attack upon them, or called them in
question in any public manner. Another proof of my
assertion may be found in the Medical and Surgical pro-
fessions. From the best information, I have learnt, that
with a very few exceptions, the whole body of those gen-
tlemen in the Metropolis, have discarded from their minds

all the superstitious dogmas which Priestcraft hath invented,

and that they have adop-Led those nvinc:ples which have a
visible foundation in Nature, and beyond what is visible

and comprehensible, their credence does not extend. Yet,

when that spirited young man, Mr. Lawrence, having ob-

tained a professor's gown in the College of Surgeons, shewed

a disposition in his public lectures to discountenance and

attack those established impostures and superstitions of

Priestcraft, the whole profession displayed that same cow-
ardly and dastardly conduct, which hath stamped with
infamy the present generation of Neapolitans, and suffered

the professor's gown to be stripped from this ornament of
his-profession and his country, and every employment to be

taken from him, without even a public remonstrance, or
scarcely an audible murmur!

It is conduct such as this which gives courage and per-
manence to the despots who strive to enslave both our

bodies and our minds. It is this base disposition of making

truth crouch before established and antique error, which

has hitherto characterized the searchers after and lovers of

the former, that has given force and longevity to the latter.

It is the bounden duty of every man openly to avow what-

ever his mind conceives to be the truth. If he shrinks from
this he is a coward--a slave to the opinions of other men.

Shall the enemies of mankind boldly tell us that they per-

ceive truth in their mysterious and incomprehensible dog-

mas, and shall we shrink from the publication and support
2
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of those truths which we perceive to have an evident foun-
dation in Nature! Shall we shrink from the avowal of
truths because despotism and ignorance have granted sti-
pends to the propagators of falsehood, and because those
stipends may be endangered? Forbid it, Nature! Let every
lover of truth and the peace and happiness of the human
race forbid it.

I may be told that the Man of Science had much better
pursue his studies and experiments in silence and private,
and not expose himself to the persecution of bigots. The,

idea is slavish--disgraceful. Science has made sufficient
progress in this country, and has a sufficient number of fol-
lowers and admirers, to enable them by a single breath to
dissipate all the bigotry in the country, or, at least, to
silence all the idle clamour of the bigoted and interested
about blasphemy and atheism, or any of their nonsense. Is

the progress of Science to be submitted to an Excise, and
are all discoveries to be treated like contraband goods, lest
the trade and the tithes of the priest be injured? Shame
on that man who can tacitly submit to such a system. And
yet this is just what we are called upon to submit to, and
threatened with punishment, and even banishment, if we
murmur. I, as an humble individual, have resolved to break
through those trammels, to violate all those degrading and
disgraceful laws, and shall the Man of Science be silent,
and see all that he values most dear, persecuted in my per-
son, just because he will not proclaim that I am right, and
that my enemies, and his enemies, are wrong? Now is the
time for him to speak out--now is the time when he can do
it effectually. My humble efforts have alarmed the whole
of Corruption and Falsehood's hosts, and half frightened
them to death, let but a few eminent and dlstinguished Men
of Science stand forward and support me, and I have no
fear of finishing well,. what I have endeavoured well to

begin. I aspire to nothing more than to become the hum-
ble instrument of sounding and resounding their sentiments.
I am anxious to sound a loud blast in the cause of Truth,
of Reason, of Nature and her laws. I will give every
Man of Science an opportunity of publishing his sentiments
withoui: any direct danger to himself: I will fill the gap of
persecution for him, if a victim be still necessary to satisfy
the revenge of dying Priestcraft.

This is an age of revolutions, and where those revolutions
have not yet displayed themselves, it is not for want of the
mind having been sufficiently revolutionized, but because it

273
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is kept down by a superior acting force in the shape of
fixed bayonets and despotic laws. Throughout Europe the
wind of the people has been long revolutionized from its
wonted ignorance, and wherever it finds an opportunity, it
displays itself. This march of the mind will be progres-
sive, and it is evident that it has already begun tospread
itself among the very instruments of those despots called
Kings, hy which they vainly hoped to have checked its
course. Every march of the Russian troops into the south
of Europe will but tend to enlighten them, and by and bye
they will b-come wise enough to return and revolutionize
their own country; by adopting the Representative System
of Government, and by making their present Emperor what
he is so well adapted for--a regimental tailor.

The horror which was so lately expressed by the Empe-
ror of Austria at the progress of Science, and at the revolu-
tion which Sir Humphrey Davy had made in the science of
Chemistry, is a specimen of that feeling which pervades
all such men. This imbeci:e idiot quivered at an observa-
tion of his physician about the state of his own constitution,
and forbade him ever to use the word in his presence again!
Yet it is by such men as this, that the inhabitants of Europe
are held in a state of bondage and degradation! Will ye,
Men of Science, continue to truckle before such animals?
Will ye any longer bend the knee to such Baals--to such
Golden Calves as these? Will ye bend your aspiring minds
to prop the thrones of such contemptible, such ignorant,
such brutish despots? Shame on you, if you can so far de-
base yourselves! Up,'and play the man, boldly avow what
your minds comprehend as natural truths, and all the ve-
nom of all the Despots and Priests on the face of the earth,
shall fly before you as chaff before the wind.

The science of Chemistry has so far explored the proper-
ties of matter in all its variety, and has so far ascertained
all its powers, purposes, and combinations, as to banish the
idea of its having been reformed from any chaotic state into
its present form and fashion, or to have been created out of
nothing as bigots teach, as an argument for the existence of
an omnipotent idol. The Chemist would smile at such a
notion in the present day, even if he feared to encounter the
Priest and his dogmas about the world having been created
out of nothing. Creation is an improper word when applied
to matter. Matter never was created--matter never can be
destroyed. There is no superior power: it has no rival. It
is eternal both as tä, the past and future. It is subject to
a con-

974
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tinual chemical analysis, and as continucl a new composition.
For a full comprehension of these assertions, it is necessary to
have a knowledge of the elements of Chemistry: therefore, if
any other person, but those to whom this letter is addressed,
should read it, let him not hastily reject without a full
consideration and enquiry. Mr. Parke's Chemical Cate-
chism, or Dr. Ure's Chemical Dictionary, will explain all
my assertions on the properties of matter. The elements of
Chemistry have been published by a variety of other Che-
mists, to any of whom I would refer the reader, as it will
not answer the purport of my address to eni:er into a fuller
explanation on this important head, or to fill these pages
with an elemental description of Chemistry.

I address myself to Men of Science, not as one of them,
but as an individual who has obtained a sufficient insight
into the various departments of Science, through .the medium
of books, to convince him that all the dogmas of the Priest,
and of Holy Books, are false and wicked impostures upon
mankind. He therefore calls upon Men of Science to stand
forward and unfold their minds upon this important subject.
He offers himself as a medium through which they may
escape the fangs of the Attorney General, or the Society for
propagating Vice, and pledges himself that there is no truth
that any Man of Science will write, but he will print
and publish. He has a thorough contempt and indifference
for all existing laws and combinations to punish him upon
this score, and will set them all at defiance, whilst they
attempt to restrain any particular opinions. He will go on
to show to the people of this island, what one individual,
and he a very obscure and humble one, can do in the cause
of propagating the truth, in opposition to falsehood and
imposture.

I have now gone through the first part of my first head,
and I should have been happy if I could have made an
exception in the general conduct of the Chemists of this
island. I am not aware that any one of them has ever
made himself the public advocate of truth, of scientific phi-
losophical truth, in opposition to the false and stupifying
dogmas of Priestcraft or Holy Books. In the Medical and
Surgical professions I have found one exception, and but
one, although I almost feel myself justified in calling on
many by name to come forward, and among them my namesake
stands most conspicuous, in that cause which is nearest
their hearts.

I have introduced the names of Bacon, Newton, and
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Locke, under this part of my address, not as practical Che-
mists, which I believe they were not, or if they knew any
thing of the elements of Chemistry, that knowledge is nc:rt,

now worthy of mention, but because they are now claimed
as the patrons of Superstition. Newton certainly deserves
to be called a great astronomer, but as he endeavoured to
make even his knowledge in Astronomy subservient to his
bigotry, I have thought proper to treat him as a wavering
and dishonest fanatic, rather than as a Man of Science.
The theoloaical and metaphysical writings of Bacon and
Locke, are completely ambiguous, and form no key to the
minds of the writers, or to any abstract and particular opi-
nions. As I have said before, they equivocated as a matter
of safety; whatever others may think of them, I feel no
pride in saying they were Englishmen. Thomas Paine is
of more value by his writings, than Bacon, Newton, and
Locke together.

In calling upon the Astronomer to Stand forward and
avow his knowledge, that all the astronomical dogmas of
Holy Books are founded in error and ignorance of the laws
of Astronomy, I feel that I cannot be charged with pre-
sumption. When we read the astronomical ideas of the
compiler of the Holy Book of the Brahmins in India, or
those of Zoroaster in Persia, of Mahomet's Koran, or those
called holy by Jews and Christians, the science of Astrono-
my, in its present advanced state, compels us to pronounce,
that, instead of those books being the work of men inspired
by some supernatural power to teach mankind something
important to know, they are opposed to natural truths, and
are evidently the work of ignorant impostors, who, to make
them current, have decked them with a few moral precepts,
the knowledge of which must have been coeval with human
speech and human reason. In the Holy Book of the
Jews, I might instance the Mosaic account of the creation--
a cosmogony which can now excite nothing but laughter--
the deluge of the whole earth occasioned by the casements
of Heaven being opened--the Babel Tower, whose top was
to reach HeavenJoshua stopping the supposed course of
the Sun and Moon, as if they were two paper kites, and the
cords in his hand--Isaiah taking the sun in his hand like a
tennis ball and throwing back its shadow, (which implies
throwing back its substance) ten degrees from its orderly
and natural position, to explode the doubts of King Hezekiah
as to the accuracy of his (Isaiah's) prophecies! in the Holy
Book of the Christians, I might instance the travelling star

9.1r,
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which went before the wise men of the East, to shew them
the house where the infant Jesus dwelt, and the manner of
the star fixing itself over the house, without any further pe-
regrination through the regions ofspace--the obscuration of
the sun, and the turning of the moon into blood--Paul's
journey into the third heaven, and all the astronomical won-
ders seen and predicted by the rapturous writer of the Apo-
calypse! In the Holy Book of the Mahometans, I might
instance Mahomet's journey on a white horse throughninety
heavens in_one night, besides other excursions to meet the
Angel Gabriel in different heavens! In the Holy Book of
Zoroaster we have another cosmogony, perhaps that from
which the Jewish cosmogony is borrowed. Of the Holy
Book of.the Brahmins I cannot mention any particulars, as
I have never seen a copy of it, but I understand it is as re-
plete with astronomical biunders as any of the others I have
mentioned. Now, from the present state of astronomical
knowledge, and from the deep research that has been made
into Nature and her laws, we have moral convictions and de-
monstrable proofs, that all cosmogonies are but the idle fic-
tions of the human brain, and all tales about heaven and hell
as definite places, are from the same source. We may as well
attempt to measure space or compute time as to believe in
any particular cosmogony. The assertions, about unnatural
movements of the Sun, Moon, and Stars, produce in our
minds, in our present state of asironomical knowledge, an
equal and irresistible conviction, that such assertions are si-
milar fictions, and that they impeach the consistency of the
wise and immutable laws of Nature. The ideas about heaven
and hell as definite places and unconnected with the earth
on which we dwell,.must be viewed as astronomical blunders.
The human eye, through the medium of the telescope, can
reach no such places, although it can bring innumerable
orbs within its view. As far as astronomical observations
can be carried, we perceive every visible orb to be guided
by the same laws as that which we inhabit, and we have
every fair reason to believe that they do not vary in
their composition, but that they are alike in matter and
production. Therefore, as the inventors of the fictions
about heaven and hell had not the use of the telescope as
we now have, as they were thoroughly ignorant of the ex-
istence of any globes of matter, that wes'e superior .in magni-
tude to the earth which they inhabited, we might pity their
ignorant delusions, but common decency, as well as com-
mon sense, compels us to throw aside their, idle and fantastic
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notions, since we have by the assistance of the telescope, ob-

tained a full blaze of light to convince us that they have no

foundation in Nature.
All religious notions in all their degrees may most pro-

perly be termed a species of madness. Whatever opinions

prevail in the minds of men which have no foundation in

Nature, or natural laws, they can merit no other designation

than ihsanity. Insanity, or madness, consists in unnatural or

incOherent thoughts and actions, therefore, as no species of

religious notions have any alliance with nature, it is but a

just inference to say, that they individually or collectively

comprise the term madness. In mild dispositions it may be

but a harmless melancholy aberration; in the more violent it

becomes a raging delirium, which destroys every thing that

comes in its way, and for which it has sufficient strength.

It destroys all moral and natural good which comes w.ithin

its influence, and madly proclaims itself the summum bonum

for mankind! As yet there is scarcely sufficient reason

among mankind to restrain this madness. It has so mixed

itself up with all political institutions that there is no sepa-

rating the one without revolutionizing the other. This is the

chief cause of the frequent convulsions in society, as this

madness cannot possibly engender any thing but mischief,

and it is well known, that in madness, there is no rest; it is

always in a state Yr motion, unless there be a sufficient

power at hand to curb and restrain it. Reason, or a know-

ledge of nature, is the only specific for it, and he who can

throw the greatest quantity into the social system will prove

the br-': physician. Several quacks have made pretensions

to aty relief from this madness but they have only

to patient without checking the disease. Thomas

Pa,. u a few American and -rench physicians, have been

the only ones to treat it in an effectual manner, and by

the use of their recipes, and the assistance of MEN OF SCI-

ENCE, I hope at least effectually to destroy the contagious

part of the disease.
Mathematics, magic, and witchcraft, were formerly de-

nounced by superstition.as synonymous terms, and the ma-

thematical student has been)often puni,hed as a conjuror!

Astronomy and Astrology were also considered one and the

sam thing. Chemistry and Alchymy were confounded, and

the whole together considered the work of that omnipotently

mischievous creature the Devil. Such were the fantasies

and delusions which suPerstition could raise in the minds of

men, and such has been the wickedness of priests, who could
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always perceive and even acknowledge that human reason
was inimical to their views, and whoever possessed or prac-
tised it ought to be destroyed as the enemy not only of them-
selves but of their God! As Philosophy has left us no doubt
that their interest was and still is their God, they have so
far acted consistently, but it is now high time that Philosophy
should triumph over Priestcraft. It is now evident that
Philosophy has sufficient qtrength on her side for that pur-
pose, as her supporters are now more numerous than the
supporters of Priestcraft. Let Men of Science stand for-
ward and shew the remaining dupes of Priestcraft, that the
Mathematics are nothing more than a simple but important
science, and that Astronomy has no affinity to that bugbear
called Astrology.

The Priests and Judges of the present day are men of the
same disposition as the Priests and Judges of the seventeenth
century, who imprisoned Galileo for asserting the sphericity
of the earth, and its revolution round the sun, contrary to
the tenets of the Holy Bible, and who burnt old women as
witches because they might have had the misfOrtune to be
old, ugly, or deformed. Such is the power and progress of
truth, that those very men are brought to confess that Galileo
asserted nothing more than an important philosophical fact.
On this point I will briefly notice the misgivings of one of
our living judges. Mr. Justice Best in his judicial circuit
through the northern district, at the Lent assizes for Cum-
berland, Year 1821, on a trial for libel,made the following
assertion, after attempting to contrast the state of freedom
in this country at this time, with what existed at Rome when
Galileo was imprisoned in the Inquisition, for stating "a
great philosophical truth," his Judgeship observed: "now
in this country any philosophical truth, or opinion, might
be stated and supported without its being considered libr
lous."--This is a most glaring and a most abominable
hood, when the quarter from which it came is considere,'
Mr. Justice Best in the month of November 1819, sat as d
judge in the Court of King's Bench, and advised the sending
me to this gaol of Dorchester for three years and the impos-
ing a fine upon me of fifteen hundred pounds for stating and
supporting "a great philosophical truth." Not content with
this imposition of this enormous fine and tremendous impri-
sonment, he also immediately sanctioned the issuing of a
writ of levari facias,--,on the very same day, by which my
business and my property was destroyed, and by which cause

am at present deprived of all visible mean§ of mak-
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ing up that fine. Yet, Mr. Justice Best, had the effrontery

to say from the bench, which should ever be sacred to truth

and justice, that no philosophical truth stated and supported

in this country, would be considered libellous! I do aver,

and I challenge any Man of Science to contradict me pub-

licly, if he dares, that the two volumes, for the publication

of which I am now suffering imprisonment, and for which I

have been so excessively fined and robbed, contain nothing

more nor less than philosophical truths, as plain, as simple,

and as important, as those for which Galileo was imprisoned

by the Christian Inquisition, about two hundred years since.

I appeal to Mr. Justice Lest himself--he knows the truth of

what I now writeyet he has had the effrontery, in con-

tempt of the good sense and discernment of the whole coun-

try, to put forth this vile falsehood-7still more vile, because

he himself partook in the order for my punishment. Galileo

was told in the seventeenth century by the Magnificent In-

quisitor General, tha'-, his astronomical ideas were not in uni-

son with the Holy Scriptures, and that he must not promul-

gate them, Mr. Justice Best told me in November 1819, that

he would not sit on the bench as a judge and hear a particle

of the Bible called in question. Then where is the difference

in the conduct of those two Magnificent Inquisitors General,

and between my case and that of Galileo? The Judges who

condemned Galileo were quite mild and humane when compared

with mine, they did not rob him of all his property and

fix a fine with a hope that he would never be able to pay

it: they merely, in addition to his imprisonment, ordered

him to repeat aloud the seven penitential psalms once a

week! Canst thou Mr. Justice Best read this statement'and

these observations, and again take thy seat as a judge in

a Court of law or what oughttobea Court of Justice? Blush

Best! blush! Every Man of Science--every lover of great

philosophical truths, will proclaim thee a liar for thy

assertion on the bench at Carlisle in Cumberland. The very

name of the place might have reminded thee nf the grossness

of that assertion!
Neither will it become me here .,, lay ,LJwn the elements

of Astronomy, my appeal is to the Astronomer, and I have

merely to remind him, that, if he supports the dogmas of the

Priest, or the astronomical blunders of any holy Book, he is

a corrupt and wicked hypocrite, and a disgrace to the science

which he studies, practises, or teaches. Science and truth

ought to be synonymous terms, and neither the one or the

other ought, upon any consideration whatever, to pay the
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least respect or deference to established error. Those same
persons to whom I have given a reference for the elements
of Chemistry, I would also refer to other works for the ele-
ments of Astronomy. They are now published in a variety
of shapes and forms, and I am much pleased to see that a
number of gentlemen are giving lectures on Astronomy in all
our towns and cities of any note. Such men are worthy of
support in preference to the Priest, although thGy may:from
fear, or other motives, attempt to mix up religious dogmas
with their scientific lectures, I know that it must tend to a
due enlightenment of the public mind. An Eidouranion or
Orrery to have been displayed a few centuries ago would
have been burnt as a daring blasphemer, and his machine
with him, as the devil's workmanship. Such is the rapid
progress of natural knowledge, that I almost doubt whether
the person who shall now stand forward.and publish Thomas
Paine's Age of Reason, and Elihu Palme4's Principles of
Nature, in the same open and determined manner as I pub-
lished them, would find even imprisonMent for it, let him do
it openly and I will commend him, and be almost answera-
ble for him in point of loss or suffering.

It is not a sufficient excuse for Men of Science to plead
established institutions, or to say that Priestcraft is powerful
because a sum of six millions of money is wrung from the peo-
ple in the shape of direct taxes to suppor,t it, and about as
much more levied in tne shape of voluntary contributions upon
that class of people called Dissenters. Shew the people that
they are imposed upon, and tney will no longer be robbed
and laughed at, they-will soon perceive that the money
which this Priestcraft i:akes from their pockets would be
sufficient for a splendid execution and administration of the
laws and government of the country. Abolish Priestcraft,
and the expense which uow attends it will cover all the other
necessary expences of ';ie state. This sum of twelve mil-
lions of money is spent for the very worst of purposes, for
it does not civilize but rather brutalizes society,by setting its
members one against the other, upon different points of be-
lief, all of which are prcved to be erroneous, and to have no
foundation in Nature.

The Man of Science ought not to look at, or respect any
thing but the discovery and propagation of truth. Instead
of respecting mischievous and erroneous establishments, he,
of all men, is bound, by every honourable tie, to make an
exposure of them, and to teach the people right from wrong.
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His knowledge and discoveries should be like the benefits of

Nature dispensek; alike-to all without price or reward. He

ought to be the nEztfrdn of truth, and the enemy of error, in

whatever shape it may appear, or whatever effect it may

produce. Like Nature herself, he should be no respecter of

persons or of things individually but collectively.
I have now gone through thfe first head of this Address,

and I trust that I have performed what I promised under it.

I have shewn that Men of Science, either from having their

minds tinged with superstition, or from the fear of offending

those who might be labouring under that malady, have de-

prived society of many of those benefits which it was their

bounden duty to have conferred upon it. They have withheld

from the public the most important discoveries, because, as

the Christian Inquisition said to Galileo, such discoveries, or

such doctrines, were contrary to those of the Holy Bible.

Shame upon such dastardly principles, say I--they are a dis-

grace to mankind, which assumes a superiority over.all

other animals. We had better never have possessed the gift

of speech, and its consequent reason, if we are only to use it

for the propagation of falsehood, and the production of mi-

sery', to the majority of the species. I have broken through

the trammels of Priestcraft publicly, I bid defiance to all the

persecution it can inflict upon me, and I now call upon the

Men of Science in this island to stand forward and support

me. However it may effect the momentary interest of in-

dividuals, ought not to be a question, it is certain that super-

stition would not linger another year, if the Philosophers

of the country would stand forward and make war upon it:

they would then find that the extortions of the Priesthood

would be willingly given for the erection of Temples of

Science, and the support of competent professors in the Arts

and Sciences; and that a mutual instruction in every thing

that; can benefit a society, would be the first and last object

in view, both individually and generally.
I come now to the second head of my Address, in which

I have undertaken to shew, that all existing systems of edu-

cation areimperfect and improper; and further, to give a

sketch of a system that shall be more proper. In the first

place I would remark, that in all the schools of this country,

or with scarce an exception worthy of mention, the youth

are subjected to a certain system of religious .:tudy and ex-

ercise. TheY Wave to attend certain ceremonies called pub-

lic worship or Prayers--theY have to getthose Prayers bY

heart, and also a catechism of religious belief, or, I should
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rather say religious dogmas, as there can be no real belief
where there is no comprehension of the object in contempla-
tion or discussion; however, altogether, about these religious
ceremonies, one half of the time of youth is wasted; for the
lessons in reading, lessons in grammar, copies for writing,
and even those lessons in which foreign languages are taught,
have their subject matter founded upon religious dogmas,
either ancient or modern. Here and there a moral precept
is thrown in, but the dogmas of religion have a decided pre-
ponderance, and mc than half of the time of youth is

wasted upon t:lem. t is evident that these religious dogmas
make not the least impression upon the minds of youth, fur-
ther than to stupify them by so dull and so constant a repeti-
tion, and the reason of this is, that these religious dogmas
have no foundation whatever in Nature. They neither in-
struct, amuse, interest, or delight, because the youthful mind
has no comprehension of their object, and can perceive no
real utility arising from them. They are viewed but as a

matter of school discipline, and the youth returns to them
with a loathing. Still they are continually pressed upon
him as long as he remains under parent or tutor, and he grows
up with a mind soured by an habitual distaste of that which he
is told to venerate.

If you were to instruct a child in the elements of Che-
mistry, you would find that it would be constantly amusing
itself with such simple chemical experiments as its child-
hood could practise and comprehend: it would feel an in-
terest in all the little experiments it could make, and that in-
terest would lead on to a self-importance, to industry, to a
knowledge and due comprehension of the value of time, about
which children think so little, or rather think nothing at
all, under the present system of education. They are ex-
horted to set a value on their time by written precepts, but
they have no inducements to that object, owirg to their sys-
tem of education being one drea-y mnnotnny. ' of

it is calculated to kindle tuL._ .,e genius, or to cherish the
aspiring spirit of youth. It is from such a system of edu-
cation that true genius has become so very scarce, and is so
seldom seen: it blunts and stupifies the mind, and obscures
that radiance to which the.system I now propose would h.ave
given energy and opportunity to display. itself. Many of
Nature's Nobles have passed through !ife unknown and un-
heeded entirely from the influence of a superstitious and ge-
nius-destroying education!

From the evident disposition of children to imitate all
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the actions of groyn persons, from their little scientific

propensities to produce in miniature what they see in mag-

nitude, from the delight they feel, and the deep interest they

take in all their little works and playful amusements, it is

certain that nothing more is required to put them in the

channel of correct ideas than to give them such instruction,

and to bend their minds to such objects as shall at once em-

ploy, amuse, and delight, and at the same time form a

playful and healthful exercise; whilst it is calculated to ex-

pand their minds in the knowledge and comprehension of

those objects which are above all things conducive to the

interests of society, and which relate to the progressive im-

provement and advancing state of the Arts and Sciences.

The objects to which I allude, are chemical experinents,

and experiments in every other branch of Natural Philoso-

phy: and a study of Natural History by observation and

examination of natural subjects. I need not enumerate the

various branches of Natural History, suffice it to say, that

I would have a system of education that should embrace

the whole sucessively;. and ..herea wide field.would be

open for the conversion of priests to professors in the various

departments of this science; and this science alone is so far

infinite as to make the life of man a continual system of

education and research. Independent of the foregoing sci-

ences there are Geography, Astronomy, Mechanics, and all

the ;esser branches such as the vaired use of letters and

figures, which are commonly and necpc,.irily taught to

youth in th^ nresent em o. aLio . rkis i consider

wo)iu ,e a n,,,ural and proper system for the education of

youth, and this system has all the degrees which are as well

ad-apted to the comprehension of infants ex children of three

and four years old, as to the most matur e.. ci,e and know-

ledge.
The beauty of scientific pursuits is, ;hat there is always a

novelty in them--that discoveries in them will ever;be infi-

nite, and that the further you proceed tfie more you see be-

fore you, and the more ardour you feel ir tnem. It is the

best of all amusement and pastime, because, it produces uni-

versil advantage and-universal satisfactt-on, whils-t it neither

fatigues the follower, nor injures his nefighbour. Other

amu2ements and pastimes are ap,, to occasfem individual in-

jury anA even misery, but-this cannot. -The sportsman cannot

hunt or shoot, without damaging the cult 17ated property

of ythers, and whilst in the pursuit of tri,s game his mind

allows no obstacles to be just. With th Man of Science

r1Q A
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the case is different, his amusements and experiments are

made within a narrow sphere, and the result is calculated to

benefit all without injury to any.
Chemistry I deem to Le the foundation of all other sci-

ence, and in a manner of speaking to comprise all other

branches of scienc. As matter and motion comprise every

thing we b2hold or cz..n conceive, and as CheMistry is an

investigal.ion of the ploperties of matter, with the causes and

effects of its various combinations, it is evidently the most

important part of scienc, or rather, the first and last

part of it. The cultiva.:ion of the earth--the cookery of

our food--its quantity ar,d quality, and every thing con-

nected with feeding the hody--the preservation of our

health, and the very preparation of our clothing, may be

said to be comprised in lhe terms chemical analysis and

composition. There is nc one part of the Arts and Sciences,

but to which Chemistry hi,s relation, and even the most im-

portant relation. In all manufactures, whether wood or

metal--clay or stonewix or glass--paper or cloth, or what

not, the knowledge of Chemistry is essential. It is to the

science of Chemistry tat we owe all our artificial produc-

tions, it is to the sc ence of Chemistry that we owe all our

knowledge and comprehension of natural productions, and

their adaption to our :,everal uses. It is thrr,L 3f the

first consequence that we should commence our t dis in

this all im-)ortant science, even in our infancy. As the sci-

enc of Chemistry emb-aces so extensive a variety of ob-

jects, it is not with)ut a class simple enough for the com-

prehension of childrel. The burning of a candle is a che-

mical experiment for ;he production of light--the burning of

the fuel which keeps up our fires, is but a chemical experi-

ment for the proauctio. of heat; to which a thousand may

be added equally simple, a definition of which could not fail

to be of the greatest impottance in the education of children.

And why may not even the first lessons of children be

comprised of these and similar simple chemical experi-

ments, which beyond every other subject must instruct and

amuse, attract the child's particular attention, and expand

its mind by filling it with correct ideas?

I would banish from our school-books every word about

God or Devil--Heaven or Hell, as hypocritical and unmean-

ing words, mere words of sound, and confine the attention

of children and youth to such objects, as an every day's

experience shall evince to them to have.a foundation in Na-

ture. Moral precepts may be necessary and useful, but
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even morality may, in my opinion, be taught much better

by example than by precept. Therefore, I would say, that

the books of children had better be filled with scientific sub-

jects than with moral precepts, as the former are infinite and

cannot be too early entered upon, or too closely studied,

whilst the latter may be comprised in a few expressions,

and taught better, and with more impression by colloquy

and example, than in lessons for reading and writing.

However, lessons on moral virtue may be most appropri-

ately mixed up with lessons on sOentific subjects. They

lead to one common end--the happiness and welfare of the

human race in society.
Let no one imagine that I hold moral virtue in light es-

teem, or that I deem it a secondary object; No, the posses-

.10n of moral virtue with the grossest ignorance on every

other subject, is preferable to the most extensive knowledge

connected with an immoral and vicious character. Moral

virtue should form the foundation of every motive, and

every action of life. It is from the conviction that scientific

pursuits, or a scientific education, must naturally lead to the

extension of moral virtue, that I have been induced to sub-

mit this sketch to Men of Science. Moral virtue is with me

a primum mobile in all things. It forms the beginning and

the end of all my views, and,according to my conceptions,

of all the principles I advocate and teach. But I would

most strenuously exhort the reader to abandon the idea, if

he does hold it, that morality is dependent on religion, or

that the former cannot exist without the latter. I solemnly

and deliberately assert, that religion is rather the bane than

the nurse of morality. I have imbibed this impression from

the deepest reflection and the closet observation of mankind.

Those who think Lord Bacon an authority worth notice,

for what I assert, I would refer to a quotation from his

writings on a former page. However, I want no wrtiten

authority, no name, to convince me of the truth of my

assertion; 4e have but to look around us with an impartial

eye, and we may read it in the every day actions of the

majority of mankind.
I would also banish from our schools Homer, Hesiod,

Horace, Ovid, and Virgil, and 'every volume that makes the

least allusion to the mythologies of Greece or Rome, or any

other part of what have been called the Pagan mythologies.

If.such books are amusing or instructive in ancient history,

it will be time enough to read them after having gone

through a scholastic education. They should make no
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part of the school routine. I do not here mea-, tO dispute
the propriety of children been taught the dead languages,
although I must confess, that I consider them no farther
useful than to teach the etymology of our own language.
Paine, Franklin, and Gobbett, are powerful instances that
they are by no means essential to an enlarged mind. How-
ever, if the dead languages continue to be taught in our
schools. I could wish them to be taught through a different
medium than at present. Those languages may be taught
on other subjects than wars, famines, and massacres, immo-
ral mythologies and the history of base and vicious charac-
ters. It has bean the common misfortune of historians to
take especial notice of base and vicious characters. Hitherto
profligacy has been the chief passport to immortality, and
the virtuous few have passed through life unheeded before
or after death with but very few exceptions. The very books
which are called holy and divine are filled with descriptions
of human monsters, and scarce any set off or contrast to ex-
hibit the benefits and !Theauties of moral virtue among man-
kind.

I am sensible that at present no books exist, such as I

point out for the use of schools, embracing the elements of
the Arts and Sciences, and free from allusion to all kinds of
mythology and superstition, among which I wish to be un-
derstood as including the mythology and supers`ition of the
Christians, but no task can be more simple than for a few
Men of Science to compile them. Of late some brief and
partial descriptions of the Arts and Sciences have been in-
troduced into school-books, but it has been mingled with so
much trash about religion and superstition, as to render it of
no avail, and but as a secondary or useless object. It is
high time that the subject was taken in hand by Men of Sci-
ence, and that such books, in the various departments of
science, should be compiled, as to be adapted for all the dif-
ferent stages of education. None but he who isskilled in any
particular science can be equal to the task of compilation.
He alone can judge of the best method of introducing that
particular science to the youthful mind. It will not be ne-
cessary that I should here draw out any specific plan for
this system of education; I submit the outline to the judg-
ment of Men of ScTence. My meaning is too clearly stated
to be misunderstood or cavilled with. The subject is a pro-
per one to attract the attention of any legislature that ema-
nates from, and legislates for, the benefit of the people, and
he that shall move it as an amendment to Mr. Brougham's
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proposed system, which has no other object than to become

a new prop for decaying superstition, will at least deserve

well of his country, and every lover of science and real li-

berty, whether he succeeds or not. It is a subject of which

no honest man need be ashamed. It is by no means a theo-

retical subject; if it be a novel one, its practicability, and its

importance, must reach every mind that has the least idea

about Science, and its utility. I break in upon the present

system of education no further than that I would change the

medium through which the lessons for reading, exercises in

grammar, copies for writing, and that in which the dead, or

even living foreign languages are taught: the medium which

I would substitute, should treat exclusively of scientific sub-

jects, so as to leave the mind in a continual state of exercise

upon the subject of Science, and that alone. Unlike religion,

Science can never weary the mind: the dreary monotony of

the former is a perfect contrast to the life-inspiring power of

the latter. Every step you take in Science, stimulates you

to furtheriaursuit. The vast volume of nature, that book of

books, that only revelation worthy the attention of man, is

always open to the Man of Science; and in this book the

child can find a language that shall be intelligible, and

adapted to its youthful capacity. It can read here without

stupifying its senses, and gain useful information without

corrupting its manners.
I would even exclude all historical subjects from our

schools, as very little of what is left us can be relied on as

true, and such as is true, is of very little consequence to a

rising generation. However far it may be useful in the

shape of example, or amusing and instructive to grown
persons, it forms but a waste of time with children at school.

General History is but ill adapted to correct the bad or sti-

mulate the better passions of mankind. It displays scarce

any thing but the ignorance and brutality, the massacres

and superstitions, which have been so common to mankind

hitherto. It is rare indeed to find a sketch of a virtuous

character. I am of opinion that we could not do better

than draw a veil as close as possible over the past, and en-

deavour to start upon a system that our posterity shall not

blush to read when impartially stated. Who can read the

history of the past, without blushing and pitying the mad-

ness of the animal man, for making so bad a use of his gift

of speech and its consequent eeason? I must confess that I

cannot.
In teaching Geography it is by no means necessary to

3
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describe the ancient division of the earth into Empires,

Kingdoms, Principalities, &c., or the customs of their former

several inhabitants, as they have been subject to a continual

change, to trace which, serves but to distract the mind with-

out filling it with any useful information: it would b suffi-

cient for all purposes in studying this science, to become

acquainted with the present divisions of the earth, and the

present customs, manners, and distinctions of its inhabitants.

The same rule applies to Astronomy, it is by no means ne-

cessary, but as a matter of curiosity, to trace and study its

history: it is sufficient to acquire all the present information

that can be obtained in that science, and to stand prepared

to make further discoveries or to receive the discoveries of

cthers By cutting off all that part of the present system of

education which forms but a waste of time, you will gain so

much the more for making fresh advances in the various

Arts and Sciences. Of course, I do not expect that under

my proposed system, one individual can become an adept in

all the various branches of all the sciences--no--it would be

still necessary that some individuals should confine themselves

to one particular science, and some to another, as their pe-

culiar abilities and dispositions may suggest, as the best

means for a further and a quicker improvement and advance

in the whole. It is sufficient that they all begin right, and

waste no time about unmeaning and useless trash; but, by

as assiduous application to their several branches, make the

farthest possible progress.
That infinity of experiments which Chemistry opens to

our view, and that infinity of subjects for examination 'n

Natural History, makes it necessary to begin at those two

sciences as early as possible. The elements of Chemistry,

a knowledge of which is so essential in all the relations of

life, may be simplified for an adaption to the meanest ca-

pacity, and even to that of children beginning to read, of

which I have before pointed out two familiar instances, up-

on which a more enlarged explanation may be made, and to

which a thousand others equally simple and instructive may

be added. In Natural History what a vast field is open wherein

"To teach the young idea how to shoot."
Here every thing both in the animal and vegetable world,

which comes under the every day observation of the child

or even the grown person, may be familiarly described and

explained in our school-books by a regular classification
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and arrangement. By such a system of education as this ,
the youth would instinctly and invol untari ly read a useful
1 esson i n every object that came wi thin his view; his mind
would be incessantly 1 ed to a contemplation of Nature, a
knowledge of which can alone lead a man to true and sub-
stantial happiness . No part of matter would then escape
the scrutini zing disposition of man, he would expl ore the
ocean and the rivers , the mountain and the val 1 ey , the forest
and the pl ain, the bowel s of the earth and its atmosphere,
and even the surface and atmosphere of other orbs to gratify
his scientific and laudably insati ate curiosity.. The bl ade of
grass , the leaf,, the tree, its fruit, the flower-bed with al 1 i ts

vivid tints and animating effl uvi a, wi th al 1 the infi nite variety
both in the mi neral , the vegetable and the animal world ,

would al i ke form matter for his scientific research , and ob-
jects for him to explore . Here in contempl ating the stupen-
duous organi zation which constitutes animal and vegetabl e
1 ife in Nature 's infinite variety, all varying , yet al 1 connected
by one common 1 ink, operating by one common cause , and to
one common end, a successive production and decay, , decay
and production, the human mind may find an exercise as infi -
nite , and have ideas stirred up equal ly stupendous . The chi ld
or the man may here learn that the organization of the vege-
tabl e is not less stupendous than that of the animal --that the
1 ife and the death of the vegetabl e is as near al i ke the 1 ife
and the death of the animal as that the 1 ife and the death of
any two animals of a different species are al ike each other--
that there are animal -vegetables and vegetable-animal s , or
1 ivi ng substances , in 1 ife and vegetation , that partake both
of the properties of animals and vegetabl es --that this is an
evident 1 ink between animal s and vegetables which unites
them in the great chain of nature--that they exi st by the
same cause, for the same purpose, and to the same effect.
He may also 1 earn, that the organization of the small est in-
sect and animal cul e is equal ly stupendous wi th the organiza-
tion of man himself; that it is alone from a pecul iar organi-
zati on that the different animal s have the power of uttering
so many different sounds , and that man is indebted to the
pDwer of uttering a greater variety of sounds for his gift of
speech, and for a greater degree of reason , th.an any other
animal possesses , as i ts consequent. Let the chi 1 d, or the
man even, be taught to reason in this manner, and he wi 1 1
soon feel himself humbl ed down into his proper sphere in the
scal e of Nature . He wil 1 leave off all the mad tricks which
now daily and hourly occupy his time; he wi 1 1 odcupy his
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time by a self and social improvement, and will perceive that
a study of Science can alone lead him to true happiness. I

cannot help exclaiming: This is the path of Nature: tread
here, 0 Man! and be happy.

The works of Nature though infinite are strictly analo-
gous, and human reason is produced by the same laws as
every other natural product. The culture of the mind, by
which human reason is produced, bears a strict analogy to
the culture of the soil, by which we subsist. In each Nature
will Produce to a certain degree, but the aid of art is necessary
to produce a sufficiency, and to reach refinement and per-
fection. It is therefore of the utmost importance that we
begin right, that all the ideas of our infancy and youth be

founded in Nature, and that the poisonous effusions of Priest-
craft be carefully weeded, and kept from our minds. We
should guard our minds against those destructive enemies of
human reason, the priests, as we would our fields and gar-
dens against thie,,destructive powers of the locusts, or simi-
larly destructive insects and animals. Our interest and hap-
piness is as much at stake in the one instance as the other,
for the Priest is not content with destroying our happiness,
but he must also be fed by our labour. He takes on an ave-
rage an eighth of all our produce.

The materiality of the mind being now conceded by all
who have ventured to think, and who are capable of think-
ing upon the subject, the necessity of an entire new system
of educating youth unfolds itself. The feigned immate-
riality of the mind being proved a fiction, and the identifi-
cation of the human race with the physical condition of all

other animals being complete, morality demands that the
service and systematic idolatry of the priest in the educa-
tion of youth be dispensed with. The Priest teaches 2not
morality. Morality, as an emblem of truth, and free dis-
cussion, disputes the truth and validity of the doctrine of
his immaterialities, immortalities, and unproved and even
disproved localities, such as heaven and hell. It must
therefore be improper to fill the minds of yulithful persons
with such dogmas, which, if they tend not to any direct in-
jury, must inevitably exclude, in an equal ratio, more useful
knowledge; that which is more calculated to expand the
mdnd, and make it delight in scientific recreations and re-
searches. Whilst mankind are taught that the first object
of human existence is probation, in which they are left to
procure for themselves eternal misery or happiness, just as
they happen to conduct themselves to the displeasure or
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pleasure of a fickle, jealous, wrathful, and repenting being,

the mind can never have a free range on the beautiful and

enchanting scenery of nature. To make this life, and there

is no other, a scene of happiness, all those dogmas of the

Priest must be expelled from the mind, and the education

of our youth untainted with them in the first instance.

Such dogmas are to the mind, what foul humours and per-

nicious habits are to the body, they generate diFeases that

load it with pain, whilst if the patient be wise enough to

resort to specifics for a cure, he finds his organization im-

paired from the double violence done to it, and the impossi-

bility of restoring it to that state in which it would have

been, if had not been first done to it by the Priest.

Why m4y noti the Linne:an system of classification, ar-

rangement,and description, both cf animals and vegetables,

with all the improvement which ha.s already been made, or

which may oe mexle in future, upon that system, be taught

in our schools to children? What can be more simple, more

amusing, or more useful and more instructive? What other

system of education can be so well calculated for a proper

expansion of the juvenile mind? How much more advantageous

to society would such a system of education be, connected

with a knowledge of Chemistry, Astronomy, Geography, Geometry

and the Mathematics, than all that lying and stupifying lore

about religion and its offspring; for the support of which

mankind are so excessively robbed? If religion be a word

that has any substantial definition, or if it be a proper

word, and can be made applicable to Nature in its meaning,

or the action it indicates, I have no !lesitation to say, that

the System of Education which I now propose forms the basis

of the only true, the only rational religion. The word re-

ligion implying a fixed faith or belief, and having its

etymology, in the Latin verb retigo, -Co bind fast, there can

be no true, no just, no rational religion, but that whith

applies to something we can comprehend, and has its founda-

tion in Nature and her laws. We cannot strictly, speaking

fix our faith on a phantom, unless we admit faith itself

to be but a phantom of the mind,,yet such is the pretence

of all those who make so much clamour, about the word re-

ligion. Asstudy of Nature and her laws, alone forms any

substantial faith or religion. This study I would make the

basis of all education, to the exclusion, or explosion, of

all the remaining mythological nonsense of the day.

Arithmetic, Geometry, and the Matheatics, being taught
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in figures, admit no change in the system of teaching, or at
ldast in the medium: the same may be said of Algebra,

which has the simplicity of the alrhabet for its medium
of instruction and practice. This .Thrms the only part of
education that the priests have not corrupted, and the reason
is because they cbuld not; and these figures being above
their reach to corrupt or destroy will prove their overthrow.
The science of the Mai'-^matics has given a fatal blow to
Priestcraft, and this sLince, connected with Astronomy, was
the first which:Megan tc ilmlarmine the dogmas of all priests.
The science of Chemistry has coma to its aid, by proving
that matter is indestrucrAbi 4-7._ ant imperishable, and. must have
existed as it now is, to all eternity as to the past, and will
exist as it now is, to aT7 -azerni:y as to the future. The sci-

ences of Physiology and Loo7crgy imave convinced us that
the organization of the arriful ca.:led man, is not more won-
derful than that of every oter animal and vegetable, nor is
he of more importance in ith sca7e of Nature. All that can
be said of him is, that he is suprior in mental strength to
any other animal, and his szmeriDrity over the lion, the tiger,
or the elephant, is nct mare thaa the superiority of those ani-

mals over the lesser beasts of the forest. Man only posses-
ses the highest degree in the rank of animals. It is high
time to teach man what he really is in the scale of Nature,
and no longer allow him to play such fantastic tricks as he
does play, by pretending to be something beyond other ani-
mals, and to possess supernatural and immortal powers of ex-
istence. Man has nothing but the dogmas of superstition in
support of his future sensible existence--these dogmas are
false and wicked impostures. No appeal can be made to
Nature in support of them. Man, as a part of a whole,,or
as an atom of matter, is immortal, but with whatever he
may amalgamate after his frame has passed its dissolution,
and has evaporated like a dunghill, or a bed of rotten vege-
tables, that atom can retain no sense of a former existence.
The system of Pythagoras would have been strictly correct
and rational, if he or his disciples had not imagined a sense
of former existence, or that an animal under one shape could
retain a sense of his existence under a former shape, although
the two might form two distinct animals of a different spe-
cies. Pythagoras, and his followers, have erred only on

this point. I would bring the whole race of mankind back

to a conviction that they exist to no other purpose, and by

no other cause than every other animal and vegetable. Let

mankind be once sensible of this important fact, and they

233
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will cease to persecute, harass, to rob, and to destroy each

other. They would then make the best use of their time,
and view their animal existence but as a moment in the
space of eternity. They would sedulously endeavour to in-

crease the sum of human happiness, and lessen the sum of hu-

man misery, and this alone would form the first and the

last object of their wish and exist-ice. Let our youth be

educa id upon this basis, let even grown persons, re-educate

themselves in the same manner, and we shall soon see man-
kind in its proper character. Tha- character will be the op-
posite of what it is at present. le Representative System

of Government will be found to be tha only necessary Go-

vernment amongst them and the chief_part of legislation will

consist in an advancement of the Arts and Sciences.
have now completed the task which I set out by pro-

mising, and whatever reception my address may find among

Men of Science, I feel assured that I have misstated nothing;

and that nothing which it contains can bear contradiction.
I neither fear the critic or the caviller upon the ground-work

of my address. IliaVe performed a.task which I have many
months had in view, and the more I have cf.msidered the
subject, the more I have felt-its importance. I submit

the whole, not tb the prejudices of the bigot or the priest,

but to the clear impartial judgment of Men of Science. I

have kept much within bounds in noticing the advanced
state of Science, and I feel assured that what I have recom-

mended can be easily and immediately reduced to practice.
The breath of Philosophy is now sufficiently strong to puff

but the glimmering superstition of Priestcraft. The Philo-

sopher should no longer bend the knee to this or any other

corrupt power. There is a keen public appetite for philoso-

phical truths. I feel satisfied that I have the daily thanks of
thousands for rescuing their minds from the horrible dogmas
of Superstition and Priestcraft. I have so strong an assu-
rance of the rapid decay of superstition, and the powerful

effect of the books and pamphlets which I have thrown into
the social system, that no persecution, no punishment, no
fines, shall deter me from proceeding to the utmost of my
power and abilities. I am happy to see others following in
the same path, as 1 rather court assistance and emulation

than dread it. I am ever pleased at the extensive circula-
tion of those publications to which mine are exposed, as it is

of the first consequence to stimulate mankind to read, to exa-
mine, and to discuss the pretensions of all principles. The
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Bible Society may circulate its millions of books, and not
a member of that society shall feel more pleasure a the cir-
cumstance than myself. I do not wish that any of my pub-
lications should fall into the hands of any individual, but he
who can read the Bihie, and who is fully acquainted with its
contents,,L.and all the dogmas which the priests of I,his coun-
try teach. It is on this ground that I wish to try the force
of Close principles W.ich I advocate and no other. I feel as-
sured that IN) impartial amd disinterested man ever read a
copy of Thomas Paine's Age of Reason without having 'his
faith shaken in the Chris-tian religion and if ever he has read
Mirabaud's System Nature he will find }I-is faith shaken on
the subject of all religion. He will see that the whole has
arisen from one common fault---the ignorance and cradulity
of mankind.

For instance, when the use of the telescope and the ad-
vanced state of the science of Astronomy has given us
ocular and mathematical demonstration, that every orb we
see revolving in the wide and infinite expanse of space, and
that each of that infinite number of orbs, which something
more than hypothesis convinces us do revolve in space,
corresponds with a portion of that solar system, of which
our parent earth is a part, that they are guided by the same
laws and composed of the same species of matter, by which
we infer that they bear the same productions, does not the
query arise in our minds, which must inevitably strike
down the fabric of the Christian religion, that if it was
essential for a Jesus Christ, the only begotten son of God,
as old as his father, to pass through the virgin-womb of a
woman, to be buffeted, scourged; and put to an ignominious
death by a sect of superstitious bigots, who have constantly
for the space of eighteen hundred yearS denied all know-
ledge of such a person, for the purpose of procuring the
future happiness of those animals on this orb whom we call
human, and their salvation from the external torments which
he and his father had prepare& for those who should reject
them; was it not also essential, that this same Jesus Christ,
this only begotten son of God, as old his father, should
have subMitted to a similar incarnation in a virgin-womb,
and have h3en buffeted, scourged and executed, as a cri-
minal malefactor, according to the respective customs of
treating such characters on the several orbs, or the peculiar
part of them on which he_ might chance or choose to inha-
bit; was it not essential that he should have performed a
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similar mission for the similar salvatior and f,uture happi-
ness of the several inhabitants or animal' denominated hu-
man on each and every one of those orbs? Can aly priest
answer this question? The Man of Scienc_ I know will
smile at it, and pity the credulity and ':-Inorance of all who
have believed, who do believ,,, or who may.Delieve, such
ridiculous nonsense. Then let him cooe ft rward and
preach up his scientific knowledge, ao4 s-lence the dogmas
of the priest. It is reserved for the Ma tTI of Science to rid
mankind of this horrid ignorance and tredtdity, and to im-
press upon their minds the all-important sobject of scientific
knowledge. Man does not naturally deligta in -ignorance
and credulitybut he naturally strives to free himself from.
those vices. There is no truth that you c:an impress upon
the mind of man, but he will rejoice at feeling it to be
truth, and himself undecieved as to former error. It is the
interested hypocrite alone, who is alarmed at the progress
and power of truth, he whose very trade is the known pro-
pagation of falsehood and delusion, the tyrant's tool and
scourge. All tyranny, oppression, and delusion, have been
founded upon the ignorance and credulity c mankind.

Knowledge, scientific knowledge, is tAe power that must
be opposed to those evils, and be made to destroy them.
Come forward, ye Men of Science, ye must no longer re-
main in the back ground as trembling cowards, ye must
no longer crave protection from, and creep at the pleasure
of, your direst foes; grasp at tyranny, at oppression, at
delusion, at ignorance, and at credulity, and you shall find
yourselves sufficiently powerful to destroy the whole, and
emancipate both the mind and the body of man from the slavery
of his joint oppressors.

The latter of the before-mentioned worke is a most impor-
tant one, and has hitherto passed through several editions_
without molestation by the Attorney General, or the Society
for propagating Vice. Whatever they may attempt, it will
defy the malice of either. Many other very important
publications are now in full sale, and from the appetite
which I find still exists for them, I have been induced to
make this bold appeal to Men of Science, calling upon
them to stand forward and vindicate the truth, from the
foul igrasp and persecution of Superstition; and obtain for
the island of Great Britain, the noble appellation of the
focus of truth; whence mankind shall be illuminated, and
the black and pestiferous clouds of persecution and
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stition be banished from the face of the earth; as the only

sure preclude to universal peace and harmony among the

htman race.

DORCHESTER GAOL, MAY 1821.

Eighteenth Month of the Author's Imprisonment, and the

Fourth Month of the Imprisonment of his Wife.

POSTCRIPT TO SECOND EDITION.

Dorchester Gaol, January, 1822.

The call for a second edition of this pamphlet within six

months of its first appearance is the best proof that it has

excited attention somewhere. No pains have been taken

to give it publicity by advertisements, as is usual on the part

of publishers in general, and that the Editors of the Courier

and New Times have thought it worth notice, is evident, as

they have called upon the Vice Society to prosecute it.

From some unaccountable reason that call has been neg-

lected, and it appears as if the Priests are beginning to find

out that prosecutions well resisted form the most unprofitable

part of their trade. It exposes the nature of their craft, and

they dread exposure. Truth is very near its triumph.

The author is happy to find that Temples of Science are

opening for the instruction of the multitude. In Edinburgh

and in Glasgow Professors of Science begin to see the im-

portance of lecturing to mechanics on scientific subjects con-

nected with their several trades. This is as it should be.

Let this system be extended and those temples of idolatry,

the churches and chapels, will soon be deserted or converted

to other more useful purposes.

" It will be a proud day for the Island of Great Britain if

its inhabitants be the first to establish the-right of free dis-

cussion:on all subjects. There is nothing required to effect

this object but a little resolution and honesty on the part of

scientific men. That this pamphlet has been of some use,

the writer has had assurance from various quarters. Threats

have been made to answer some of itsi2assertions
and posi-

tions, but they have ended in threatening. The ground

work is irrefutable, and discussion is challenged upon it. If

there be one erroneous point in it, it is where the properties
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of the electric fluid, or the cause of solar light and heat, is

stated as the only incomprehended principle of Nature. The

properties of that fluid are still unexplored, but a vari-

ety of experiments are making upon that point, which it is

hoped may lead to some important decision, and give the

final blow to superstition all over the world.

SECOND POSTSCRIPT.

Dorchester Gaol, July, 1822.
The pressure of different ciroums tances have kept this pam-

phlet in the Printing Office ever since JanuarY, whilst the
demand for it has still gone on increasing. I have noticed
the case of Mr. Lawrence, on P. 17, and I think it will not

be amiss to support that statement of the case by what has

since happened in that matter: for which purpose I copy
a letter of Mr. Lawrence's, and some other matter, from

the Monthly Magazine for July, 1022, prefacing it with

some observations I made on the same subject, in No. 8,

Vol. VI. of "The Republican." It may not be amiss first

to state, that a fresh discussion has been raised on the

publication of -his Lectures, in consequence of their
having been pirated by one Smith, a bookseller in the
Strand; to restrain which piracy, Mr. Lawrence applied to
the Court of Chancery for an injunction, which the Lord
Chancellor very religiously refused, because the Lectures
discredited his religion!

FROM THE REPUBI,ICAN.

"I have recieved for the first time, this last week, a copy

of the letter addressed by Mr. LaWrence, the Surgeon, and

author of Lectures on Physiology, &c. to Sir Richard Carr

Glynn, as extracted from the Monthly Magazine for July,
and set out in opposite colurnos With the celebrated abjura-

tion of Galileo. An extract of this letter alone had been

previously sent to me, copied into the Sherborne Mercury,
which was particularly pointed out to my attention by

being interlineated and surrounded with a profusion of red-

ink. Sorry as I am to think that Mr. Lawrence has been

pla.oed in so painful a situation, and which I view as a

st 'ictly parallel case to that of Galileo, I am less d4sposed
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to censure his conduct than the conduct of his fellows in the
same profession for not coming manfully forward to support
him in the trying situation in which he was placed in the
year 1819. Let those who stood silently by and saw him

stripped of all that could make life desirable to him take
shame to themselves, and not now murmur about this sorry,
pitiful, and unmeaning retraction. I view the matter on the
part of Mr. Lawrence in the following light. The cowardice
of the body of Surgeons in the Metropolis has suffered the
spirit of bigotry and idolatrous ignorance to pervade their
profession, and to dictate where they shall cease to improve
it; they have, with the exception of Mr. Lawrence, basely
succumbed to the priestly juggle imposed upon them, and
he finds it impossible to pursue the profession, on which he
depends, without throwing a tub to and deceiving this Levi-
athan of Idolatry that menaces him. I am no more dispo-
sed to censure Mr. Lawrence than I am disposed to censure
Galileo, particularly as the former never stepped out of the
line of his profession to mingle with any public matters in
politics or Idolatry. It would have been criminal in Gali-
leo to have suffered himself to be sacrificed to the rage and
bisotry of the'Christian Inquisitors, and in the present day
the conduct of the body of Surgeons in not supporting Mr.
Lawrence can be alone viewed as criminal in this matter."

FROM THE MONTHLY MAGAZINE.

"When in our last we signalized the success of Mr. Law-
rence, we had no suspicion that this worthy gentleman had
been seduced to publish the following extraordinary paper,
a few days before the election. In now giving it place as a
document worthy of being preserved, and which in after
ages will mark the year 1822, and characterize the age of
George the Fourth, we have judged it proper to annex, in

paraZZeZ columns, the never-to-be-forgotten abjuration of
Galileo. Every reader of the two papers will, by his own
comments, relieve us from the responsibilitylof making such
as the circumstances deserve:--

MR. LAWRENCPS RETRACTA-
TION.

College of Physicians,
April 16.

Dear Sir,
The renewed p'ublicatiOn by o-
thert.OVer Whom I.-haVe no corf-
trOT, of the workHO-ith I Suppres-

290

THE ABJURATION OF GALILEO.

I., Galileo Galilei, Sonof the
1.ate VinCent Galileo, a flOren-
t.ine at the ege of sevenm,
appearing perSonally in judg-
ment, and ber.
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sed three years ago, induces me
to offer a few observations on
the subject, and to present
them, through you, to the Gov-
ernors of Bridewell and Bethlem.
The motives and circumstances of
the suppression in question are
detailed in a letter to Mr.
Harrison, through whose medium
it was communicated to the Gov-
ernors of the two Hospitals;
and this letter, I conclude, is
entered on the minutes of their
proceedings.

Further experience and re-
flection have only tended to
convince me more strongly that
the publication of certain
passages in these writings was
highly improper; to increase
my regret at having sent them
forth to the world; to make me
satisfied with the measure of
withdrawing them from public
circulation; and consequently
firmly resolved, not only
never to reprint them, but
also never to publish any
thing more on similar subjects.

Fully impressed with these
sentiments, I hoped and conclu-
ded that my Lectures would in
future be regarded only as pro-
fessional writings, and be re-
ferred to merely by medical
readers. The copies which
have gone out of my possession,
from the time when the sale
was discontinued to the late
decision of the Lord Chancel-
lor, which has enabled all
who may choose to print and
publish my Lectures, have
therefore been granted only
as matter of favour in indi-
vidual instances to profes-
sional men, particularly
foreigners, or to scienti-
fic and literary characters.
My expectations have been
disappointed by the piratical
act of a bookseller in the
Strand, named Smith. When
his reprint of my Lectures

ing on my knees in the presence
of you, most eminent and most
reverend Lords Cardinals of the
Universal Christian Common-
wealth, Inquisitors General a-
gainst heretical depravity,
having before my eyes the Holy
Gospels, on which I now lay my
hands, swear that I have always
believed, and now believe, and,
God helping, that I shall for
the future always believe what-
ever the Holy Catholic and
Apostolic Roman Church holds,
preaches, and teaches. But
because this Holy Office had
enjoined me by precept, entirely
to relinquish thietfalse dogma
which maintains that the sun is
the centre of the world and im-
moveable, and that the earth is
not the centre, and moves; not
to hold, defend, or teach by
any means, or by writing, the
aforesaid false doctrine; and
after it had been notified to
me, that the aforesaid doctrine
is repugnant to the Holy Scrip-
ture, I have written and printed
a book, in which I treat of the
asme doctrine already condemned,
and aiduce reasons, with great
efficacy, in favour of it, not
offering any solution of them;
therefore I have been adjudged
and vehemently suspected of
heresy, namely, that I main-
tained and beli2ved that the
sun is the ,centre of the world,
and immovabie, and that the
earth is not the centre, and
moves.

Therefore, being willing to
take out of the minds of your
eminences, and of every Catho-
lic Christian, this vehement
suspicion of right conceived a-
gainst me, I with sincere heart,
and faith unfeigned, abjure, ex-
ecrate, and detest, the above-
said errors and heresies, and
generally every
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was announced, I adopted the
only measure which could enable
me to continue the suppression
of the work, namely, an appli-
cation to the Court of Chancery
for an injunction against this
person, being encouraged by
the decided favourable opin-
ions of the two eminent Coun-
sel before whom the case was
laid. The course of argument
adopted by these gentlemen,
in the proceedings which en-
sued, was that which they deem-
ed best calculated to attain
my object--the permanent sup-
pression of the book. It is
not to be regarded as a re-
newed statement, or defence,
on my part, of opinions which
I had already withdrawn from
the public, and the continued
suppression of which, in con-
formity to my previous ar-
rangement, was my only motive
for incurring the trouble and
expense of a Chancery suit.

As to the charge of ir-
religion, again hinted at in
the Court of Chancery, I beg
to repeat what I have already
expressed in my letter before
alluded to--that I am fully
impressed with the importance
of religion and morality to
the welfare of mankind--that
.am riost,sensibie of the ctts-

tinguishing excellencies of
that pure religion which is
unfolded in the New Testament;
and most earnestly desirous
to see its pure spirit uni-
versally diffused and acted
on. WM. LAWRENCE.

Sir R. C. Glynn, bart.
President of Bride-
well & Bethlem, &c.

other error and sect contrary to
the above-said Holy Church;
and I swear that I will never
any more hereafter say or assert,
by speech or writing, any thing
through which the like suspicion
may be had of me; but, if I
shall know any one heretical,
or suspected of heresy, I will
denounce him to this Holy Office,
or to the Inquisitor, and Or-
dinary of the place in which I

shall be. I moreover swear and
promise, that I will fulfil and
observe entirely all the peni-
tences which have been imposed
upon me, or which shall be im-
posed by this Holy Office. But
if it shall happen that I shall
go contrary (which God avert)
to any of my words, promises,
protestations, and oaths, I

subject myself to all the penal-
ties and punishments which, by
the holy Canons, and other Con-
stitutions, general and particu-
lar, have been enacted and pro-
mulgated against such delin-
gents. So help me God, and his
holy Gospels, on which I now
lay my hands.

I, the aforesaid Galileo
Galilei, have abjured, sworn,
promised,,and have bound my-
self as above, and in the fidel-
ity of those with my own hands,
and have subscribed to this
present writing of my abjura-
tion, which I have recited word
by word. At Rome, in the Con-
vent of Minerva, this 22d. of
June, of the year 1633.

1, Galileo Galilei, have
abjured as above, with my own
hand.

"Since the preceding extracts were, written and printed,
we have-recieVed the following letter from the gentleman
who originated the discusdions relative to MT. Lawrence,
accompanied 10T-a statement, to both of which we consider
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it our duty to give place. Our readers, and the public at
large, feel a lively interest on the question, and, having
more than once advocated the cause of Mr. L. as apparently
connected with the right of fee enquiry, it seems proper
to give place to the statement of the opposite party.

SIR, "Highbury Park, June 21, 1822.
You have been imposed upon in the information that has led
to your animadversions upon the recent conduct of certain
governors of the Royal Hospitals of Bridewell and Bethlem,
towards Mr. Lawrence, the surgeon. As the individual upon
whom the onus of this affair has now fallen, I claim your,
attention to the enclosed statement, and appeal to your
principles of justice to make the 'amende honorable' as to
the imputation of a 'vulgar spirit of bigotry,' &c.

"Your very obedient servant,
"B. BURGESS.

"The appointment of surgeon to these Hospitals is not
'honorary.' A handsome emolument is affixed to the appoint-
ment."

Statement.
"The surgeon of the Royal Hospitals of Bridewell and

Bethlem, in the beginning of the year 1819, published a
book, of which book more need not be said, than that its
aim is to refute the Hunterian Theory of Life, to revive
the hateful and almost exploded doctrines of Materialism,
to bring the sacred writings into disrepute, flatly denying
the truth of some parts of them, and thereby to destroy all
that belongs to man, beyond his prerogatives as 'a human
animan.'

"At the election court of April, 1819, (all the officers
upon these establishments are annuallY elected in open court')
at the instance of two governors, both members of the House
of Commons, and both of the House Committee of these hospitals,
the surgeon was suspended as the author of that book.. Inter-
cession was made for him, and a letter to a governor .(the
treasurer of Guy's Hospital,) was read, and entered upon the
minutes of the proceedings, in which the author is reported
to have retracted most of his infidel opinions, and had entered
into a solemn pledge, and voluntary obligation, to suppress
and prevent the circulation of his book.

Expressly upon these grounds, the general court of June,
1819, thought proper to re-instate the surgeon in his office.

',At the election court, holden the 2d of April, 1822,
neither of the governors who had taken the lead in this affair
was present._ But another governor stated, that he had reasons
to believe that the surgeon had violated his pledge, '(as above
stated), and moved his suspension; which motion, having been
secOnded by another governor thoroughly conversant with the
merits of thezcase, was unanimously carried.

"At a general cburt, holden specially upon this business,
upon the 26th of April, the conduct of the suspended officer,
in these particulars, Was in his- presence fully investigated:
he was charged with
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having parted with from four hundred to six hundred copies of
this pernicious work, subsequently to the day upon which he
pledged himself to the governors that he would suppress and
prevent the circulation thereof; and, being put upon his de-
fence, he confessed, thathe had parted with "Four hundred
and odd." Upon which occasion he was, with as much consider-
ation _and tenderness as posSible, but virtually, dismissed
from'his office as surgeon to these hospitals.

"Upon the 8th of May, inst. a special general court,was
held, for the sole purpose of recieving-the report of the
vacancy thus produced. This court, however, thought proper,
in the absence of every:governor who had taken anylead in
the affair, to carry .a resolution, declaring that this dis-
missed officer was eligible as a candidate to.supply that vary
vacancy whiCh,his misconduct bad occationed; and, 40redat
Judaeus Apella,' at-a general court of governors holden the
next day, this very .person was.elected surgeon of the'Royal
Hospitals of Bridewell and Bethlem!"

You mention the number which 'appeared upon the ballot
in Mr. Lawrence's favour; your statement is not quite accurate
but no matter. I assure you, first, that Mr. Lawrence owes
his election to the "esprit de corps," which induced a most
respectable candidate to retire, as soon as Mr.. Lawrence was
pronounced eligible for the post: and secondly, that never
did so few governors vote upon an election, when half the
exertion was made upon the canvass.

Just published, Price 2s. 6d. by the same Author,

OBSERVATIONS on "LETTERS to a FRIEND, on the EVIDENCES,
PRINCIPLES, and DUTIES, of the CHRISTIAN RELIGION: by Dr.
OLINTHUS GREGORY, of the Military Academy, Woolwich," In
which, the Author takes upon himself to say, he has destroyed
every thing called Christjan Philosophy, or every attempt to
mix up Philosophy with the Christian or any other Religion.

The Work has been indicted by the Vice Society in the
person of Mrs. Wright and Mr. John Jones. It was a review of
the(third edition of Dr. Gregory's Letters. This is necessary
to be known, as since its appearance the Doctor has announed
a new or fourth edition, enlarged and corrected! Corrections
to a second edition are not unusual, but corrections to a
fourth edition of a work, seems to say, that some new lights
must have broken in upon the author's mind. The author of
the "Observations," &c is vain enough to think that he has
both shamed and illuminated Dr. Gregory upon many subjects, in
his Letters, as he purposed in the course of writing the
Observations.

The Letters of Dr. Gregory were sent to Mr. Carlile by the
Rev. Wm. Wait of Bristol, with a sort of challenge that
Christianity could be supported upon all the principles of
science, and that this had been done in those Letters. The
challenge was immediately accepted, and Parson Wait seems to
have been quite satisfied upon the matter, as nothing has been
heard of him since, beyond an acknowledgment of the receipt of
a copy of the answer, and a silly denial of its having affected
the Letters reviewed.

303
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"The first'great object.of a scientific and literary-education is, to.expand
and strengthen the intellect - to cultivate are imnrove the mind."

"The second object of a scientific education is, to give the student a knowledge
of these specific principles, on which his particular profession, or business,
depends, and to prepare him to apply his knowledge to the active duties of
life. Many students confine,their views to this object alone."

"An education should be such as to lay the foundation for improvement,
leaving it to after years to complete the structure. The object is not
so much to teach a definite amount of knowledge, as to teach the student how
to learn; to direct his wandering feet to the path of science; to show him
her temple, and provide him with the means of making his pili;rimage to the
place, where her votaries worship. If he expects to finish his education
in a few months, the foundation must be slightly laid, and the superstructure
of exceedingly small dimensions."

A good discussion of aims of education cuxricuatum influence of education for'
society.

Developing an enlightened public !...77 ood presentatiOn.

'A goId:disCussion of the AiMB of edUcation curriculum, and influence of:-
education insociety.

:2. It is remarkably liberal in some instances.

3. Also discusses the curriculum. Generally restates
have said about natural science, history; etc. He has an interesting wc._y
of saying it again, however. Pages 17-21.

Discussion of education of females is very precise and lucid. Pagb 22.

Outlines the influence of education and religion for developing an enlightened
public.

what others of the time
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CAZENOVIA, DEC. 28TH, 1831.
Rev, and dear Sir,

The Board of Trustees, believing that your Address de-
livered in the Chapel on the 10th ult. would, if published,
have a tendency to promote the cause of education, at a late
mecting appointed us, a Committee, to solicit a copy for pub-

lication. We do, therefore, respectfully request you, as soon

as convenient, to furnish us with a copy for that purpose.
Most respectfully yours, &c.

GEO. PECK,
N. WRIGHT.

Rev. William C. Larrabee.

CAZENOVIA, JAN. 4TH, 1832.
GentZemen--The Address, of mhich you request a copy,

was written, without the remotest idea of publication, under

the most embarrassing pressure of other engagements; but if

you think that its publication would be of any service to the
cause of Education, or promote, in any way, the interest of

the flourishing Seminary of which you and your associates
are guardians, I will not withold it.

I am, gentlemen,
With much respect,

Your obedient servant,
W. C. LARRABEE.

Rev. George Peck, 1 Committee.
Dr. Newell Wrightj

INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

Education is a very comprehensive term. It includes
the whole course of physical, moral, religious, and scientific

instruction and discipline. Its power is exerted both on the

body and the mind. Physical education consists in that sys-
tem of corporeal discipline, by which the powers of the body

are brought to perfection, and its faculties fully developed,
and by which we acquire vigor and health, with a constitution
suited to the active business of life. This is best promoted
in early life, by free indulgence in the unrestrained sports,

and innocent amusements of childhood. The constitution
is much injured by restraint, and especially by want of ex-

ercise in the open air. When you see your little boy, after..

the summer shower, wading in,the new made water pond, or
exposing himself to the frosts of autumn, or in winter
erecting his snow forts, regardless of the cold, or in spring
skipping over the hills with the young lambs, he is uncon-

sciously acquiring hardiness and vigor of con_stitution, in_

creasing the activity of his limbs, and prevaring himself for

the labors and toils of life.
The moral .educatioh must be commenced in early life.

That system of instruction and discipline, which gives us a
sensitive knowlegge of the distinction between right and

wrong; which fixes in the mind a sacred regard for the

immutable principles of truth, justice, and moral integrity,
and which erects in the soul a strong fortification against
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irregular and vicious habits, can never be successfully com-
menced, after an indiwidual is old enough to be brought
under the influence of our higher, seminaries. The founda-
tion of the moral character must be laid under the inspec-
tion of the watchful parent. The affectionate- yet keen
eye of the mother must detect in the cradle the propensities
which need restraint, and discover the various develope-
ments of the disposition. It is too late to reform a
when he is old enough to enter an acadeny or college.
Thz moral character has, by this time, become sm firmly
established, that material changes in the habits cannot be
expected. In seminartes like this, it remains for us to
strengthen good principles, to encourage good habits, and
to preserve the morals; but not to refoTm such students, as
ar decidedly vicious. However judicious the regulations
of an institution may be, the immoral student will find means
to evade them: his vicious habits will be strengthened and
mu tiplied by intercourse with others like and his
example and influence will be pernicious to tie. interests of
the institution. Me would hold out the encourEgement,
thit all, who are umfer the influence of good roral princi-
ples, shalf not only be preserved from the inf-uence of vice,
but be made better, by their residence with us In order to
this, however, we must never afford an asylum "or the vi-
cious and corrupt. Sooner would I admit a stua,ent infected
with the most malignant contagion, than one of corrupt
nioral principles, and vicious habits. The former would
only endanger the body; the latter would destroy both body
and soul together.

Among the various kinds of literary institutions with
which our country abounds, none exercises a more important
influence, than such as this, over whose interests I have
been called to preside. To this Seminary, hundreds of youth
of both sexes annually resort, not only to commence, but, in
most instances, to finish their studies in the higher branches
of education. A few of them go from this institution to the
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university, but by far the greater part, after having gone
throu0 the usual course of study here, ente,' upon that defi-

nite course immediately connected with the Learned profes-

slons, or engage in the several employments of industry
emu enterprise, for which their education has prepared them.

Being about to enter upon the duties of tthe station to
which I have been appointed, I intend to give you some of

views, with regard to the objects to be ac-^amplished by

seminaries like this, and the course of stud and discipline
necessary to promote the best imzrovement of 'pur pupils.

The first great object of a scientific ,and literary educa-
tion is, to expand and strengthen the intellectto cultivate
and improve the mind. This object is not always kept in

view. Many, in a course of instruction, have respect only
to those studies, which give a s_uperficial knxmledge of a

few subjects connected with some particular business or
profession. Many a student is satisfied with a mechanical
knowledge of those sciences indispenably netessary to
transact the ordinary business of life. If we would encour-
aje him to follow up the stream of science :,-.17; ffts fountain

head, and from thence trace, through all their meandering
courses, the thousand rivulets which issue frnm it, he meets

us with the question, What use will it be to ze? Is it of

no importance to you, by a course of studious discipline, to
acquire command over your own mind, so as to bring it
to bear on any subject you please? Will it be of no use to
you to develope the resources of the mind, to bring its pow-

ers to maturity, and to make it what it-was, designed to be,

the greatest, the noblest woi^.k of God? Who has measured
the,extent of the:powers of the human mind? Who knows
the force and energy of its operations? Follow it in its
bold anddaring flights: see it bringing the heavens down

to the earth, and subjecting to its examination planets, and

suns, and systems of worlds of endless variety. Escaping
from its earthly home, it darts away beyond the borders of

our own world, to the distant regions of space, where Saturn,
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distant Herschel pursues his tedious and solitary way, or the

fixed stars from age to age pour their brilliant rays upon

the worlds which revolve about them. The powerful mind

.c.J. 'Newton extends its irrevocable laws-over the earth, the

:sun, and wandering comet. The dominion of mind is

mare extensive and lasting over the world of men,i and often

nzre effective and powerful in its control, than ever was

the sceptre of the mightiest monarch. Alexander conquer-

ed the.world; but no sooner was he dead, than the subdued

nations returned to their former state. But Aristotle, his

preceptor, by the mere energy of his mind, exercised un-

limited control over the opinions of men for sixteen centu-

ries. All the projects and plans of conquest of Charles the

5th, terminated at his retirement from power; but in his

ttme, Luther, a man in the common rank of life, but of a

giant mind, commenced the Reformation. At his word, as

if by magic touch, the world arose from its long sleep of .a

thousand years. The impress of his mind was stamped on

the reformation, and his influence will be felt, till the

glories of the millennial day shall consummate his labors.

The works of human art and grandeur perish. The tro-

hies and monuments of victory, thesplendid domes and

edifices of antiquity, have crumbled to dust; but the im-

perishable works of mind still remain. The land of Encas,

with its Xanthus and Ida, would have been hidden in obliv-

ion, and the heroes who fought on the plains of Troy would

have been forgotten, had not their fame and fate been ren-

dered imperishable by the powerful genius of the Grecian

bard. Greece, with her Parnassian hills, Tempean vales,

and Arcadian groves, her warlike cities and brave souls,

would scarcely have been known to us, but for the eagle

genius of her poets, the acute investigations of her philoso-

phers, and thethrilling energy of her orators. Virgil, Ci-

cero, and Tacitus, by their mental efforts, have done more

to-make their countrf remembered, than Caesar, with all
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his conquests, and Augustus, with all his power. When in

future ages the British empire shall have become what the

Roman is now, and'Cromwell forgotten, and the conqueror

of Waterloo scarcely named, Milton and Scott will continue

to be read and admired, and to recall the fast fading im-

ages of other times. And the time may come, when the

monument on Bunker's Hill shall have crumbled to dust,

and even the "Father of his country" be all but forgotten,

while the philosophical trophies of Franklin, and the intel-

lectual monuments of those, whose powerful minds have

been devoted to the interests of science and literature, shall

still remain, more imperishable than marble or granite, to

tell future generations what we have been.
It would be well for us occasionally to cast our eyes on

the monuments and trophies of the human intellect, in order

to show us what may be done, and to stimulate us to enter-

prise. It is said of Themistocles, that after the celebrated

battle of Marathon, being asked by his friends the reason of

his apparent solicitude, he answered, "the trophy of Miltia-

des will not let me sleep nor be idle."--I would that, in

like manner, the intellectual honors, which others have ac-

quired, might so stimulate the youth of this Seminary, as to

bring into full exercise the yet latent powers, which the

God of nature has given them. No doubt there is in this

assembly enough of genius, of latent talent,of undisciplined

intellect, to accomplish any, or 'all o.7 the noble projects to

vihich we.have-alluded. 'Many a Mind- that now passes for

an ordinary one, may, by a proper course of discipline,

penetrate more keenly into the mysterious operations of na-

ture than Newton, or soar higher among the lightnings of

heaven than Franklin.
It is a remark of Addison, that the human mind, without

education, is like the statue in the block of marble. From

the block of ever so shapeless and unpromising an exterior,

the skilful sculptor may bring out the breathing form. So

it is with the mind. The embryo philosopher, poet, and

310
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orator, may be concealed in many an uncultivated and
awkward student. In apparently the coldest breast, and
dullest head, there is a spark of intellectual fire, which,
if we can by some fortunate collision bring it out, may be
kindled up to a great flame. There is a very common and
fatal error respecting this subject. We usually ascribe all
th* success of great minds to the influence of a certain in-
tangible, invisible, indescribable agent, which we call
genius. An intimate acquaintance, however, with the
character of those, who have, in every age, shone as stars
of the first magnitude, and a minute knowledge of their
history, would convince us, that what Newton said of him-
self was true of others; that their success depended, not on
any special genius which nature had given them above
other men, but on mental discipline, and persevering indus-
try. Every thing depends on the proper developement of
the faculties, and discipline of the powers of the mind.
The strongest powers can avail nothing without proper dis-
cipline--the weakest, with such discipline, may accomplish
the noblest efforts. Should nature give us the body of a
giant, without exercise and discipline, our limbs would
always retain the weakness of infancy. Just so it would
be with the mind. It is necessary to subject it to such a
course of study, as shall bring to maturity its noble powers,
and give it energy sufficient to keep its faculites in con-
stant operation.

The second object of a scientific education is, to give
the student a knowledge of those specific principles, on
which his particular profession, or business, depends, and
to prepare him to apply his knowledge to the active duties
of life. Many students confine their views to this object
alone. In deciding upon their course of study, they inquire,
not what will strengthen, invigorate, and refine the mind,
and secure to them the pure pleasures of taste, and open an
inexhaustible fountain of intellectual enjoyment; but what
will help them keep their accounts and make money. But
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this object they too often pursue in such a way, as never to

obtain it. In seminaries like this, the course of instruction

should be such, as to combine these great objects, and

equally promote both. These objects are nearly allied,

and should never be separated. The great art of instruc-

tion consists in bringing the student under such a system of

study and discipline, as shall improve the mind, refine the

taste, and give him that practical knowledge, which shall

be aVailable in the business scenes of life. In.order to effect

these important objects, our system of instruction and course

of study should be of a practical nature. Mere theory, un-

supported by facts, is worse than useless. Like the ignis

fatuus, it has led many a philosopher astray. In science,

in physic, and in theology, the most ridiculous absurdities

have been the offspring of plausible and imposing theories.

There seems to be in man a natural propensity to theorise.

He loves to build castles in the air. It requires no uncom-

mon power of intellect to construct theoretical castles.

This visionary disposition should not be encouraged. The

student should be accustomed to arrive at every scientific

principle by the examination of facts, and by actual exper-

iment. No principle or rule should be introduced, until

he has seen the necessity for it, and the steps by which it is

arrived at, as well as its application. Being thus constant-

ly accustomed to examine the foundation on which he

builds, his intellectual constitution will be strong and

Nealthy, and he will acquire a practical habit of prudent

investigation, which will give foundation and stability to

his enterprises in after life.
One of the greatest deficiencies in the minds of most

men, is a want of invention. They are too mechanical.

Let them pursue their ordinary calling day after day--let

their way be marked out straight before them, and every

thing be ready at their hana, and they will successfully

go through, like any machine, the routine of business.

But place them in a situation which presents a new aspect,

2
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where their previous rules of conduct will not apply, and

they are immediately at a stand. They appear to be desti-

tute of the power of exercising that invention, which a

change of circumstances always requires. This is a defect

in their education. Till within a very few years the course

of instruction has been,,to furnish the student with a set of

rules ready made for application to any case, that might

occur. In arithmetic, and the higher branches of mathe-

matics, the rule was first given, and the student required to

solve the question by it. Under this system, if he found a

problem a little different from those he had already solved,

he knew not what to do with it. This absurd system is not

yet entirely done away. Many of our text books are defec-

tive. Some are made up of ab'oidgements, and detached por-

tions of the authors, giving the student little idea of the sub-

ject. The ready made questions, which accompany most of

of them, have a bad effect. It frequently happens that the

student, in getting his lesson from these books, is satisfied

with finding what he supposes to be an answer to the specific

question in the book. He scarcely reads over the rest of the

page. The tendency of this is pernicious. This whole me-

chanical system is calculated to keep out of sight the first

principles of science; to blunt the inventive energy of the

mind, and to make it a mere machine. The only correct

and efficient system consists in leading the student by a sim-

ple and natural induction to the elementary principles of sci-

ence, and to teach him to look through the relations, bear-

ings and dependencies of these principles, to combine them

together, so as to form for himself rules for whatever he wishes

to reduce to practice. This makes him think and reason for

himself, and brings into action and constant exercise the in-

ventive faculties of the mind.
Another defect in the mental habits of most men is a want

of persevering enterprise. They are reluctant to engage in

any enterprise, and to persevere to its accomplishment, if

they have to rely for success on their own resources. A
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thorough system of disciplinary instruction would correct

this defect. No man can become learned without acquiring

a habit of perseverance. The history of men of distinguish-

ed attainments would present a picture of patient application,

persevering energy, and laborious research. Such a charac-

ter for every scholar should acquire. It will be of infinite

importance to him in after life. In order to subject the mind

to these habits, the course of instruction should embrace

those sciences, which requirelabor, thought and patience;

and while the learner is furnished with all means necessary

to pursue his studies to advantage, care should be taken to

keep from him those helps, which are designed to save him

the trouble of thinking. It is of no injury to the student, if

circumstances reqUire him to depend upon his own resources

for pecuniary means to pursue his studies. The time has

gone by when a classical education could be acquired only

by the wealthy. Any young gentleman, if he will be eco-

nomical and enterprising, may avail himself of the advanta-

ges of a finished education; and the reliance on personal ex-

ertion and enterprise will give him habits of economy and
self-dependence, which he will carry with him through life.

But while we endeavor to inspire our pupils with confi-

dence in their own powers, and teach them that they may

by personal exertion, become learned and distinguished, we

should guard them against vanity, pedantic pretensions, and

bombastic display. It is amusing to see the ridiculous van-

ity of some, who are just entering on the, threshold of science.

They fancy that they have seen all the interior of the mag-

niflent temple, while as yet they have scarcely looked into

one apartment. An extended and thorough course of study

generally cures this vain affectation, and restores the

healthy spirit of natural simplicity.
"Here shallow draughts intoxicate the brain,

"But drinking deeply sobers us again."
A man of sound learning will never put,on airs of artificial

dignity, nor assume an importance for which nature never
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designed him. It is not the legitimate design of science to

manufacture fops and dandies, but to make llain, common
sense, practical man. The more knowledge a man acquires,

the more unaffected, and unassuming he is. He ascertains

that true greatness consists not in a stiff unnaturaldignity,

nor a dictatorial bearing towards his fellow men.
It sometimes happens that one may have been to the com-

mon schools for years, and perhaps sent to the academy

several quarters, without any visible improvement. His

mind is in no better state than it was years ago, and after all

the time he has spent, he has not acquired command of suffi-

cient practical knowledge to transact the ordinary business

for which he has been educated. After having cyphered
through the arithmetic, he is unable to go through the simple

calculations constantly occurring in business. He may have

studied Murray's, or some other author's grammar through

three times a year, for seven years, and yet not be able to

write a page without committing numerous grammatical er-

rors. He may have studied a whole bock on Surveying, and

yet be unable to calculate the area of your garden. These

results generally arise from the injudicious order, in which

studies are commenced, and the defective manner, in which

they are prosecuted. The child is frequently put upon the

study of some branches, before his mind is sufficiently ma-

tured to comprehend their .;;ature or use. He is required to

commit words without understanding their meaning. It is

customary in many places to have children commence Eng-

lish Grammar, as soon as they are able to read with tolerable

fluency. Now this should never be introduced among the

first studies in a course of education. In order to pursue suc-

cessfully the study of English Grammar, we must have that

knowledge of the principles of language, which can only be

acquired by an acquaintance with standard authors. It

is therefore folly o suppose a child, scarce able to compre-

hend the meaning of half the sentences he reads, prepared to

enter on the study of grammar. Such a course is not only
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useless, but injurious. Whenever one is required to commit,
over and over again, what he does not understand, he becomes
fatigued with it, and acquires such a dislike, as utterly pre-
vents his ever afterwards attending to it with pleasure or pro-
fit. We should always commence our course with such branches
as we can make the pupil fully understand, and reserve for
the last those which require more maturity of mind.

Our system of education should be such as to develope as
equally as possible all the faculties of the mind. If any fac-
ulty be exercised to the neglect of others, the mind will
lose its beautiful 'symmetry and proportion. We have seen
men well skilled in their particular professions, but ignorant
of every thing else. We sometimes meet those, who are
deeply versed in the divinity of the day; skilled in all the
subtle distinctions of metaphysics, and nice questions of po-
lemic theology, but unacquainted with the most important
branches of sclence; destitute of literary taste; totally de-
ficient in general information, and scarcely able to write in-
telligible English. In such cases education has been exceed-
ingly defective. Exclusive attention to any subject is never
calculated to improve the mind, or prepare one for the
duties of life The energies of the mind being concentrated
on one subject, the ctudent loses his interest in others equal-
ly important. The mathematician throws aside the inimita-
ble poem of Milton because it proves nothing The classi-
cal ;;cholar, while he turns over the records of antiquity, and
becs familiar with the history and manners of past ages,
kncws little of the character or men of his own times. Thus,
when he has finished the regular course of his education, he
is some centuries behind the spirit of his own times, and
knows little more of what has been going On in the world,
while he was immured among his books, than Rip Van Winkle
did, of what occurred while he was asleep on the mountain.
Every student, whatever may be his intended pursuits, should
acquire a fund of general information, and by all means
keep up with the spirit, and be familiar with the

3
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events of his own times. And if he intends by his education
to render himself successful in the practice of a profession,
and useful to society, he must not neglect the study of hu-
man nature.

"The proper study of mankind is man"--
a study, which literary men are too apt to neglect. This im-
portant knowledge is acquired, not from books, but from ac-
tual observation of the human character. If we wish to be
influential and useful, especially if we are to go out into
the world as ambassadors for Christ, to persuade men to be
christians, we must not forget the taste,feelings and prejudices
of the great body of mankind. We must have sympathies in
common with them, and know how to approach the heart. It

is a notorious fact, that many, who enter the gospel min-
istry, after having completed a full course of study at the
academy, college, and theological school, and whose talents
cannot be considered of the inferior order, frequently prove
less successful in their calling, than others, whose education
has been exceedingly small. It is partly on this account,
that some denominations have entertained prejudices against
a liberal education. But the reason why so many, in this

manner, fail of success, is not to be found in the nature of

science. The cause lies in circumstances, which may, and
ought to be avoided. During the many years, which the
theological student spends in studies preparatory to the du-
ties of his profession, he is genera,,y secluded from that kind
of society, among whom his future labors are to be employ-
ed. When he comes forth among the people, his habits and
notions are generally all at variance with tie plain, simple,
every-day feelings of the great body of the people. He

moves in an orbit to which they are not accustomed. His dis-

courses are apt to be dry, dull, and uninteresting. They may
be learned, but they are on subjects which the people care
little about. His labors of course are unprofitable. Not
knowing enough of human nature to detect the true source
of his failure, he sometimes censures his people for indiffer-

31'7
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ence and stupidity. Far different would be his success, if
to the liberal sriences he would add that knowledge of hu-
man nature, which the unlettered messenger of Him, who
called fishermen and carpenters to preach the gospel, often
carries with him from the plough or the mechanic's shop.
I exceedingly regret, that for these and similar reasons,
prejudices, deeply rooted and strong, have existed, and do
still ex4st, among some of the most worthy and pious mem-
bers of that branch of the great christian family, with which
I have the honor and happiness to be associated. I would,
as much as they can, disapprove of having our young men
spend several years in studying what is usually called theol-
ogy at a school. This is not according to the economy, nor
spirit of our religious institutions. As soon as they have ob-
tained a good scientific education, and have acquired disci-
pline and maturity of mind, let them go out into the world,
trusting to their own industry, and studious habits, to acquire
what additional knowledge they may need. Theological knowl-
edge acquired in this manner will be of a practical na-
ture, suited to the immediate wants of the people among
whom they labor. But no one, at this age of the world,
should take upon him the responsible duty of teaching the
people, until he has made use of all the means providence
has put in his power, to cultivate his mind,:Aand lay a good
foundation for future improvement.

Our system of instruction should be such, as not only to
give the student knowledge, but to accustom him to commu-
nicate it. The most of scholars, at our academic institutions,
are inclined to commit, and recite the words, instead of mak-
ing themselves masters of the ideas, of the author they study.
We should take especial pains to have them acquire the hab-
it of learning thoughts, and facts, rather than words. They
should be required to communicate what they learn in their
own natural style. Words are soon forgotten, and if they
depend on the memory for the preservation of their learning,
they may find themselves in the situation of the German stu-

318



276A

16

dent, who had been for several years attending the lectures
of the celebrated professors at the university, and had tak-
en notes of what he heard. His note book contained all his
knowledge, the fruit of many years, and much expense. On
his way home, after having finished his studies, by some ac-
cident he lost his notes, and with them all his education.--
What could he do? He went directly back to the univer-
sity, stayed over again the usual number of years, and pro-
vided himself with another book of notes. We would have
the notes deposited where they could not be so easily lost.
Let the principles of what is learned bp indelibly written in
the mind. Let them become a part of the mind. Let them
be entwined with its constitution, grow with its growth, and
strengthen with its strength, and their benefits will be as
durable as the mind itself.

An education should be such as to lay the foundation for
improvement, leaving it to after years to complete the struc-
ture. The object is not so much to teach a definite amount
of knowledge, as to teach the student how to learn; to di-
rect his wandering feet to the path of science; to show him
her temple, and provide him with the means of making his
pilgrimage to the place, where her votaries worship. If he
expects to finish his education in a few months, the founda-
tion must be slightly laid, and the superstructure of exceed-
ingly small dimensions.

It will not be expected of me, on the present occasion, to
specify all the studies necessary to complete a course. There
are some, however, which demand a passing notice. The
public mind is much agitated, at the present day, respecting
the utility and expediency of studying the ancient languages.
There are however advantages to be derived from this study,
which can be obtained from no substitute. It gives the mind
a discerning, patient, critical habit. It has a refining effect
on the taste and feelings. It introduces us to the ancient
world; makes us familiar with the laws, customs, and pecu-
liar habits of former times, and acquaints us with those great
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spirits, who lived two thousand years ago. It derives ad-

ditional importance from the connection these languages

have with our own. The greatest part of our words are de-

rived from the Latin and Greek. These Latin and Greek
roots are so combined and compounded, as to compel the

mere English scholar to have constant recourse to a diction-

ary, which at best gives but an indefinite idea of the meaning

of words. A good knowledge of the Latin relieves us from

the laborious task of pondering over the leaves of a dictiona-

ry, by giving us, at first view, from the composition of the

word, a clear idea of its meaning. Yet after all, the expedi-

ency of studying these languages must be decided by the
circumstances of the student.

The various branches of mathematics have a powerful in-

fluence in imparting method and exactness to the operations

of the mind, and in fixing a habit of rejecting, in our style

of thinking, speaking, and writing, all irrelevancy. The

course of mathematical study usually pursued in our semi-

naries and colleges, is not so well adapted as it might be, to

the wants of the community. We need a concise, inductive

system, including algebra, geometry and trigonometry, wit:i

the application of these sciences to surveying, navigation,
projections, levelling, and all other practical arts, which

the improvements of the present age may require.
Natural science opens an extensive field of amusement and

instruction. One engaged in the common occupations of life

may derive constant improvement, by observing the natural

operations continually going on around him. He may draw

instruction from the heavens and the earth; the air and

the waters; from the vegetable, animal, and mineral crea-

tion. He may see the application of scientific principles in

the plant as it springs up, puts forth its branches, expands

its flowers, ripens its seed, and at last dies, and is resolved

into its constituent principles. The change of seasons, the

rain, the hail, the frost, the snow, the roar of thunder, and

the blaze of lightning, are all sources of instruction to the
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observing mind. The student of nature sees beautiful forms
and figures, where others seP only rugged masses, and shape-
less stones.

There is one branch of natural science, which has never
yet received that general attention it richly deserves. I re-
fer to natural history. We idly gaze at the beautiful butter-
fly of summer, without inquiring any thing of its interesting
and singular history. The myriads of animated beings which
sport in the air, and on the earth, in a summer's day, would
all be sources of amusement and instruction, could we but
study their curious constitution and habits. The history of
birds and various classes of animals is highly interesting, and
affords some of the most striking exhibitions of the wisdom
and power of the Great Creator.

As a branch of natural history, I would introduce, in a
course of study, the anatomical structure, and physical con-
stitution of the human body. The human system is one of
thefmost interesting objects of study. Here is exhibited the
masterly wisdom of the God of nature. Here are splendidly
illustrated the most important principles of natural philoso-
phy and chemistry. Here may by seen a more curious ma-
chine than imagination ever conceived, regularly perform-
ing the most difficult and complicated operations, and kept
in motion by an influence, which no philosopher can explain.

The student should not be ignorant of the constitution, laws
and operations of the human mind. Intellectual philosophy may
be made, when properly studied, one of the most useful and
interesting subjects.

There is ttill another department of study, which, in a
country like ours, where every citizen has a personal inter-
est in the policy of the government, and may be called to
fill 4,1portant stations, deserves more attention than it has
yet rce;ved. I refer to politica.; economy. Every citizen
should have some knowledge of national law, of the principles
of trade, of national wealth, of banking institutions, and of
the whol,1- science of government.
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In the general diffusion of political knowledge must be
our hope for the permanency of our free institutions, and
happy form of government. We can never have cause to fear
subjugation from foreign power. From the everlasting wilds
of the northern zone, and the boundless regions that stretch
away towards the western ocean, there never will rush forth
any Vandal or Gothic race, to desolate our lovely homes.
Those powerful tribes, which might have threatened us with
hostile invasions, are melting away, fast as the snows of win-
ter when the warm breeze from the south comes over them.
No future Napoleon, though at his word thrones may trem-
ble and princes lay down their diadems at his feet, will ever
lay his powerful grasp on the standard of our fair republic--
nor need we ever fear the influence of any Caesar, that may
attempt to strike the parricidal blow, by which to prostrate
the liberties of his country. But if we ever make shipwreck
of our government, it will be by blindly following some as-
piring and selfish pilot. If our citizens neglect to inform
themselves in the theory and practice of the sciei.ce of po-
litical economy, we may be led into those imprudent mea-
sures, which may divide the different sections of our country,
and alienate them from the common interest. There are
many questions of exciting interest constantly agitated among
us, which must hereafter lead to fatal collisions, unless the
great body of the people shall make themselves thoroughly
acquainted, both with the general principles, and the details
of these subjects, and instead of following, with blind infatu-
ation, interested declaimers a..d political aspirants, decide
for themselves on those measures best calculated to promote
the wealth, prosperity, and peace of our common country.

I ought not to pass over another subject of engrossing in-
terest in the science of education, at the present day; the ex-
pediency of introducing, in our higher seminaries and col-
legc..s, the Bible, as a classic. Although in this seminary,
ancl some others of the kind, provision is made for furnishing
instruction to such students as desire it, in the Hebrew lan-
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guage, yet the labor and research necessary for acquiring

a critical knowledge of that ancient and noble tongue
will prevent many from studying the Bible, as every im-
portant book ought to be studied, in the language in which

it was originally written. The Bible, however, notwithstand-

ing much of its exquisite beauty and sublimity is lost in our

translation, is a literary treasure of surpassing richness. To

say nothing of its importance as a Revelation from Godto
pass over every consideration of a religious ahd theological
character, and to consider it only in a literary point of view,

as a book to be studied and interpreted like any other book

of a high classic character, it merits, in every literary insti-

tution, an attention which it has not usually recieved.
In studying the Bible, we find on almost every page allu-

sions to the history, manners, and customs of nations celebra-

ted in classic story. We are introduced to an acquaintance

with the Jews, Samaritans, Egyptians, Assyrians, Persians,
and Greeks. Here is exhibited the scenery of the fertile

fields of Palestine, the plains of Chaldea, and the land of

the Nile, together with the splendid magnificence of Jerusalem,

Babylon, Nineveh, and Tyre. The Bible calls up in long
review before us the images of stirring events long since

past. It preserves, for the admiration of every age, the
glowing picture of eastern splendor and magnificence. It

spreads before us the far extended empires of Sesostris, Neb-

uchadnezzar, Alexander and Caesar. It throws an enchant-
ing interest around events, which otherwise would long since

have been forgotten, and unlocks the inexhaustible stores of

ancient literature. For sublimity and beauty of style, and
for energy of thought and poetic fire, where can its equal be

found? What scholar of refined taste and sympathetic feel-
ings has not wept at the impassioned strains of David, of Job,

and of Jeremiah? Whose soul has not thrilled with the elec-

tric sublimity of Isaiah? If you are a poet, and wish, like
thle,French divine, to light your lamp by the sun, go, and

study David, and Job, and the prophets. If you wish to study
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the art of eloquence, throw aside your lectures on rhetoric;

your artificial rules for the use of figures, and the conduct of

discourses, and go, take practical lessons of the prophets,

and apostles, and Him, who spoke as man never spoke.--

The literary excellences of this book are very little known.

Very few study it for its literature; and while, in pursuit of

some other object, they pass over its sacred pages, they are

not aware that just beneath the surface on which they light-

ly tread, there are unexplored and inexhaustible mines, more

valuable than those of Potosi or Golconda. Let it be intro-

duced as a classic in literary institutions; let the attention of

scholars be directed to its literary merits, and as Solomon said

of wisdom, all the books which may be desired will not be

compared to it. It is practicable, in seminaries like this, to

introduce the-study of this book, in such a way, as to derive

important advantages. The students may be formed into a

bible class, and by lectures their attention may be called to

beauties and "excellences of style, thought, and illustration,

which, in the hasty manner they have been accustomed to

read, had entirely escaped their notice. This will make

them appreciate the value of the book, refine and correct the

taste, and extend the compass of the mind, and purify the

feelings. It will correct the pernicious tendency of what is

called literature at the present day; a kind of literature so

light, as to transform the mind into a balloon, to be blown a-

bout, wherever a diseased and perverted imagination may

direct. It would also correct the perverted system of mor-

als, which modern literature has tended to build up; a sys-

tem which appeals to the laws of honor and custom, and

leaves the laws of God out of the question. What friend of

pure morals has not been alarmed at the inroads of vice un-

der popu'ar names? And how can the power of custom be

subdued, but by the omnipotent influence of the oracles of

God? Systems of moral philosophy, which are not express-

ly founded on the word of God, are of little use; and the

rules, which we may found on reason and philosophy, for the

4
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conduct of life, are totally ineffectual in restraining vice.
The Bible -contains the only perfect rule of conduct; and if

youth were accustomed to study its moral precepts, and pure,
elevated doctrines, they would be effectually preserved from
theJpaneful influence of the licentious principles, and polite
vices of modern times.

It may be asked whether we would have females pursue
thresame course of study, as the other sex. I would by
no means have heir knowledge confined to those frivolous
arts, which serve only to "fill an empty brain and give
time a shove." Because they can neither be ministers,
physicians, nor lawyers, I would not have them totally ig-

norant of theology, medicine, and law, with other sciences
connected with these professions, But I would have them
pursue such a course of study as would give them a tho-
rough, solid and accomplished education. A highly culti-
vated state of intellect is particularly desirable for them on
account of their peculiar situation in life. Their sphere of
action is away from the busy scenes, and excitements of life.
They can enjoy little variety. A woman often looks on the
same skies, the same hills, and the same trees, and meets

the same objects, yearafter year. Her mind, unless disci-
plined by a good education, acquires one single set of ideas,
and sinks into a dormant state. If her companion be a man
of intellignece, there will be a lack of that social commun-
ion, and similarity of thought, feeling, and sentiment, essen-
tial to conjugal happiness. The attractions of beauty soon
lose their charm. The light, airy, graceful demeanor, unac-
companied by a cultivated mind, soon ceases to please--but
a good education would enable the female, in her r<:tired sit-

uation, to amuse and instruct herself from the resources of
her own intellect, and unceasingly to display to her compan-
ion the endearing charms, the increasing attractions of a fine-

ly cultivated, well disciplined mind.
To secure the various objects to which I have alluded, and

to make an education what it should be, require the active
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co-operation of instructers and students. The instructer
should possess a faculty of exciting the interest of his pupils,
and of gaining their esteem and confidence; and the student
must make up his mind to postpone his pleasures and hls
ease, until he shall have passed through the period of iife de-

voted to 'study and discipline. It is in vain for us to.attempt
to make scholars of such, as come here _1- be idle and law-
less. Should it ever be our misfortune to be troubled with
those, who are notoriously negligent in their studies, and in-
strumental in exciting disturbance, and preventing the har-
mony of our prodeedings, we shall consider it our duty forth-
with to return them to their friends. We also need the co-
operation of a liberal public. To do justice to our pupils re-
quires an extensive and increasing philosophical, chemical
and mathematical apparatus, together with an extensive and
well selected library. The public mind should constantly
be kept awake to the interest of our literary institutions.
'It is the duty of the people who especially patronise this Sem-
inary, to do more than they have yet done for literature. We

disclaim all intention of ever recognizing theological schools
in the economy of our charch; but we ought to do all in our

powe' to promote the general diffusion of sound learning a-
mo, Jur people. The march of mind is onward; improve-
ment is the order of the day; the world is progressing, and
if we will not advance with it, we shall lose our influence.
An educatior., which fifty years ago would have-elevated one
to an enviable rank, will now answer no purpose at all; and
who knows what advances may be made in fifty years to
come? The tide of population may then have rolled over
the Rocky Mountains; and the everlasting forests which shade
the far distant Oregon, may have fallen under the axe of en-
terprising industry, and flourishing cities may have sprung
up on the shores of the western ocean. Our country must
have statesmen,and jurists, and instructers, and if we do not
help provide materials for filling these statiuns, others will
obtain all the influence and honor, and we shall lose our re-
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ward. A seminary should be established in every confer-

ence, and a university or college in every important section

of our diversified country. Our children should receive such

an education, as shall enable them to attain their proper

rank in society. We should be awake to our interest, and

endeavor, by all means, to keep up with the spirit of the age,

and the improvement of the times.

There is another subject, which, from its important and

interesting character, I cannot silently pass over in this ad-

dress. I refer to the influence of religion, both in its disci-

plinary effect on the moral character and habits, and its ex-

panding, improving, and refining influence on the mind.--

Attempts have been made to establish literary institutions

on the ground of infidelity. But these efforts must al-

ways prove abortive. They may for a while shine with a

flickering, fecole light, but, like the moon deprived of the

rays of the sun, they at last plunge in dismal shades. Science

can never breathe freely, except in the atmosphere rendereo

salubrious by healthful breezes from the christian Paradise.

The breath of infidelity, like the pestiferous wind from Ara-

bia's deserts, blasts eve;'y objeot it meets, ahd spreads deso-

lation-,,over the whole land. Science departs; the light of

literature is extinguished; the arts perish, and the human in-

tellect dwindles to the standard of the brute. The growth of

genius is impeded by the interference of many noxious plants.

It may shoot forth into many wild excrescences,
but, like a

plant deprived of light, it soon becomes feeble, and falls to

destruction. How many, who might have been the wisest,

happiest, and the best, have, through the pernicious influence

of infidelity, become the most wretched, and the meanest of

mankind! The most brilliant geniuses, destitute of reli-

gious principle, would resemble wandering comets, which, if

not restrained by the common centre of attraction, would

cross each other's path, and rushing furiously together, shake

the universe with the most violent convulsions.

Religion yurifies the moral feelings, and restrains the vi-
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cious passions. It brings the mind into a state most favorable

to its improvement. The successful pursuit of knowledge

requires a composed, calm, tranquil state of the feelings.

But the current of life seldom moves with a smooth surface;

disappointments, vexations and commotions often throw the

mind into a state unfavorable to improvement. Religion,

however, smooths down the ruffled surface, and infuses

through the whole soull:a deep pervading tranquillity--a sub-

limity of feeling which nothing can disturb.

There isanother way, in which religion contributes eszen-

tially to the improvement ofthé mind: it is by presenting to

it the most sublime subjects of contemplation. The chris-

tian's God unites in his character all that is inconceivably

sublime in the universe. In contemplating his omnipotent

power, infinite wisdom, and boundless goodness, the mind is

lost in the vast ocean of thought, and in wonder and aston-

ishment we exclaim with the great apostle, "How unsearch-

able are the ways of God." Let the mind look back to

the by-gone eternity--let it
stand upon that craggy shore,

"Not of the earthly deep,
"Where waves of elemental roar,
"Know not the rest of sleep;
"And gaze upon that wider wave,
"Than ever was the seaman's grave,
"That motionless and leaden s,
"Of the 1;--Aig past eternity;"

or let it look forward to the eternity to come--the invisible

world, with all its magnificent, yet mysterious scenery, and

it finds itself in a vast region of thoughts which no tongue

can describe. How dark and gloomy is the cloud, which infi-

delity throws over our fair prospects of the future! Its dis-

ciple must suppose, that all his knowledge is to be confined

to this short life. He looks upon his intellectual improve-

ment as terminating, and his mind as sinking into the obliv-

ion of annihilation, after a few swiftly gliding years are gone

5
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by. To him the thought of death is like the cold, damp breath

to the already expiring taper. It freezes up the warm blood;

it palsies the nerves; it forever destroys the hopes. But re-

ligion, with immortality inscribed on her forehead, comes

from the skies, to assure her humble votary that he has some-

thing Within him, which the fires cannot consume, nor the

waters drown--a mind capable of endless imprfrfement in

knowledge, holiness and happiness.
Let the infidel be welcometo his graceless system of phi-

losophy. Give us philosonhy and religion united. Let it

not be supposed, however, that we are disposed to turn our

literary institutions into theological schools, or that it is

any part of our course of studyeto teach the peculiarities of

polemic theology, and to make proselytes to a particular system

of doctrines. So far as religion is concerned, we have a high-

er, and nobler object. It is to make our pupils christians;

to bring them under the pure, holy, and heathful influence of

piety; to teach them to look through na. , up to nature's

God; and instead of accustoming them to Lnd on the light

of philosophy and reason, whose feeble glimmerings can

never disperse the darkness which hangs about the valley of

death, to point them to the Sun of righteousness, by whose

never failing light they may be guided over the dark moun-

tains, where so many stumbl ?. and perish.

I have thus endeavored to present to you some of my views

of education. These sentiments, by which I shall endeavor

to be governed in dischargingthe duties now about to de-

volve upon me, are the result of my own experience and ob-

servation. I feel that the station I am now about to fill is re-

sponsible in the highest degree. The interests of education

and religion, to me the dearest interests in the world,)are a-

bout to be in some measure committed to my hands, May

God give wisdom to take care of these interests. Whatever

power he may please to bestow upon me shall be unceasing-

ly employed. It is not my way to hesitate to engage with

all my heart and soul in any enterprise, however responsible,

27

to which the finger of Providence points me. I shall have

with me, as I have reason to hope, the hearty co-operation of

thetrustees and friends of this Seminary; the confidence of

those associated with me in instruction, and the affection of

the students, together with the prayers of all that love our

Lord Jesus Christ, thav this Seminary may ever be Ft nurse-

ry of knowledge, morality and religion, and that from it may

go forth many, who shall be stars ot the first magnitude,

and shine as the sun forever and ever.

NOTE--An error of the press eeirs in the llth page,

6th line from the top, which the reader will please to cor-

rect. Take out "for," after the word character.
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Plan for National Education
Pierre S. Du Pont de Nemours
1800
University of Delaware Press: Newark, Delaware, 1923

l'Objects and methods of instruction"

"School books for little children should all give elementary instruction in
ethics, some of them in physics and mathematics.
It is wise and necessary, as to ethics, that when they leave the primary school
children should have clear ideas:
On liberty, which should never interfere ith the liberty of otherS.
On property, which is acquired by work, and may be transferred by exchange,
sale, inheritance, or gift.
On justice, of which the first principle is respect for the liberty and property
of others.
On the value of mutual helpfulness, and the sacredness of agreements.
On benevolence, which includes sympathy and forbea2aD.ce; and the repayment
to children, the aged and the infirm of the kindness which we ourselves
received in our infancy when we were also feeble and helpless.
Everyone should realize that these foundations of benevolence are only
branches of justice.
Concerning physical instruction:
Children should not be entirely ignorant of the rain truths of cosmology,
nor of the principles of agriculture and science.
They should have some information on the natural history of animals and
common plants. Such subjects are interesting at all ages, and they will suRgest
some ideas on vegetation, both cultivation and'harvests.
In hygeine, they should _Jaye an idea of the causes that make air healthful
or unhealthful, and the reasons why work is.wholesome.
Such mathematics ab way be taught in the pr3mary schools should be easy to
understand an0 of practical use.
Nothing is easier than to make this study a pleasure; it must be taur:ht
as nature herself would teach it without us, and as she has taui-:ht it to ,

past generations.

A plan for public education with a national curriculum.

1. An excellent plan for public education.

2. It discusses moral, vocational, liberal education, as well as practical'
considerations such as the number of primary schools, curriculum, school
standards, etc.
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G
ood-Stay, ..4pril 21, 'C

FO
()

T
o M

r. Jeff erson
I gratefully acknow

kdge the receipt
of your letter. and I shall do

as w
ell as I can

w
hat you are so kind as to intrust to m

e.

B
ut it is im

possible for m
e to give

it sL
lable attention until after

the departure of the Pirlem
enfaire

w
hich is co carry m

y business car-

rcypondence to E
urope. For I am

 .forced to
be a shrew

d m
erchant and

a good business
director, since G

od has m
ade m

e poor, and since, no

longer engaging in public m
atters, I can

hope to be useful again to the

hum
an race and to attain to som

p great and honorable w
ork only w

ith

another's capital, and necessarily on
the condition that 1 increase it.

I m
ust earn .by the sw

eat of m
y brow

and for the profit of m
y asso-

ciates the right, the freedom
, the pow

er
of having them

 share (w
ithout

'their thinking about the m
atter) in

institutions w
hich are advanta-

-
geous to m

an
and w

hich G
od can regard w

ith kindness.

A
s to national education,

the greatest of national affairs, you have
perfectly perceived and show

n in _your
N

otes on V
irginia, w

hich
contain excellent view

s on this m
atter, that

colleges and universities

are not the m
ost

fundam
ental things to attain it.

A
ll instruction really of use in our

daily life, all
.ical sciences,

all physical activity, all, good sense,
all upright notions, all_m

orality,

all virtue, all courage, all prorperity,
all the happiness- of a nation,

and especially of a republic, m
ust begin w

ith prim
ary and elem

entazy

schools.
B

oarding schools, colleges, universities,
learned and philosophical

societies can and m
ust serve only in

the developm
ent of a sm

all num
-

ber of outstanding natures,
w

hich have only tw
o actual uses them

-

selves: first, the advancem
ent

of the sciences; second, the application

of their results to the arts,
w

hich find a suitable place in com
m

on

instruction and in those courses taught
w

ithout effort in the elem
en-

tary schools.
B

ut it is for the last that it is extrem
ely

difficult to w
ork. W

e our-

selves are very com
m

onplace: m
an is a poor creature.

W
e have learned

w
ith trouble enough w

hat sort of conversation is carried or. w
ith those

w
ho have som

e intelligence, those
w

hom
 higher edncation has im

-

proved. W
e know

 not the language of die
m

ultitude w
hich is stupid

-and heedless; w
e knoW

 not how
 to penetrate

those m
inds w

hich have

but little energy and aptitude; m
ore still, w

e
know

 not w
hat w

ould

be the w
ay to influence the intelligence

of children to listen to ours,

W
e w

ere children so long ago that w
e have

forptten it; and young

.
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m
en in their

pride and passions have no thoughts
sufficiently lofty

to,rem
em

ber -w
ith a profound enough

philosophy that beautiful and

interesting period in their lives: besides they are
occupied w

ith am
bi

tion and w
ith pleasures, m

uch-w
ork

w
ith m

all glory, and not their

real businc-_,J.
.:

.
_

.

So, w
e m

ust go back to our ow
p childhood,

seek carefully in our

ow
n m

env-ry how
and w

hy w
e understood, and in W

hat w
ay our

nature§
e form

ed, so as-not to estrange
this young generation

[cette jeunessej w
hich succeeds us, so as to m

ake
it understand and

desire, to ren3cr it as enlightened and as
happy as our average na-

turefpirm
it.

..
.'

.-T
f,s average can be raised; not above,

w
hat great m

en have .been,

.bu
'iove the ordinary scholars 6f

G
erthany, Italy, E

ngland, and

France-. It can be done._
t.

A
re .w

e capable of doing it? A
t least it m

us

:be attem
pted.

..It w
ould be the great aim

 of m
y

am
bition, and alm

ost its only' aim
,

.isince I have experienced that-no
political institution is lasting except

through prejudice, w
hich is the

only know
ledge of fools or of an

alm
ost infinite m

ajority; and.how
 necessary

it is then to add to the

'.force of reason itself that of prejudice, w
hil:. troublir.g childhood only

-w
ith ideas that are true, sensible,-useful,

agreeable, pleasant, and rr

rally associated, and w
hich can

rem
ain on tap, w

ithout bother or in-

convenience, in the opinion of those
w

ho are fit only to repeat and

believe and never to be called to account
afterw

ards by those w
ho

are w
orthy of

thinking,'
It is a pity w

e are no longer young. B
ut I have seen Q

uesnay at

w
ork at eighty-one, n.auPin at

eighty-tw
o, V

oltaire at eighty-four,

d'A
ttbealun at eighty-fiveand hard at

w
ork too.

B
esides, if it be pleasing to the D

irector to
low

er E
ie curtain before

w
e have finished

playing our parts, he w
ill doubtless have his reasons

.for it; burthereis no reason for us to
interrupt ourselves and to play

our parts carelessly.
A

.ffectionately and respectfully yours
D

u 1".',1t (D
e N

. 'm
ours)

M
adam

e D
u Pont-is grateful for your

thoughts of her.

I enclose a sm
all w

ork on the early
education of C

ountrym
en w

hich

I am
used m

yself by w
riting v;hile they w

ere
looking for nie to cut

m
y throat. It w

as the
beginning of a book w

hich I haven't had tim
e

to finish. I have only this copy; but to w
hom

 can I better offer it

than to you?
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 p
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ei
r 

tim
e;

 h
ow

 th
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 c
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 d
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 b
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 c
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ro
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 b
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 b
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t p

ro
fe

ss
or

. T
hi

s 
w

or
k

w
ill

 b
e 

on
 th

e 
le

ss
on

 th
at

 th
ey

ha
ve

re
ce

iv
ed

 in
 th

e 
m

or
ni

ng
.

D
in

ne
r 

w
ill

 b
e 

at
on

e 
o'

cl
oc

k.
 I

t w
ill

 b
e 

pr
ec

ed
ed

 a
nd

 f
ol

lo
w

ed
by

pr
ay

er
s,

 f
or

 w
hi

ch
 a

 s
ug

ge
st

io
n 

is
 g

iv
en

 in
 th

e
fo

ot
,n

ot
e.

* 
N

ot
 m

or
e

th
an

 a
 h

al
f-

ho
ur

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
sp

en
t a

t t
he

 ta
bl

e.
 A

ft
er

 d
in

ne
r 

th
er

e 
w

ill
be

 r
ec

re
at

io
n 

un
til

 th
re

e 
o'

cl
oc

k.
,F

ro
m

 th
re

e 
o'

cl
oc

k 
un

til
 h

al
f 

af
te

r 
fo

ur
, c

la
ss

 w
or

k 
w

ill
 b

e 
re

su
m

ed
un

de
r 

th
e 

su
pe

rv
is

io
n 

of
 th

e 
he

ad
s

of
 c

la
ss

es
 a

nd
 th

e 
as

si
st

an
t

pr
o-

fe
ss

or
s;

 th
e 

w
or

k 
w

ill
 b

e 
pr

in
ci

pa
lly

th
e 

pr
ep

ar
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
ta

sk
s.

Fr
om

 h
al

f 
af

te
r 

fo
ur

 ti
ll 

fi
ve

 th
er

e
w

ill
 b

e 
re

cr
ea

tio
n 

an
d 

tim
e 

fo
r

--

lu
nc

h.

Fr
om

 f
iv

e 
to

 s
ev

en
 w

ill
 b

e 
th

e 
ev

en
in

g
se

ss
io

n 
in

 w
hi

ch
 .t

he
pr

o-
fe

ss
or

s 
w

ill
 e

xp
la

in
 th

e 
di

ff
ic

ul
tie

s 
th

at
w

er
e 

m
et

 in
 th

e 
m

or
ni

ng
's

le
ss

on
 a

nd
 w

ill
 th

us
 h

el
p 

th
e 

pu
pi

ls
to

 p
re

pa
re

 th
e 

ta
sk

s 
w

hi
ch

 th
ey

° 
Pr

ay
er

 b
ef

or
e 

th
e 

m
ea

l.
O

ur
 h

ea
ve

nl
y 

Fa
th

er
!

B
le

ss
 to

 o
ur

 u
se

 th
e 

no
ur

is
hm

en
t w

hi
ch

th
y 

Pr
ov

id
en

ce
 g

ra
nt

s
us

.
W

c 
do

 n
ot

 r
ec

ei
ve

 it
 f

ro
m

ou
r 

w
or

k 
al

on
e,

 b
ut

.b
ec

at
:s

e 
of

 th
y 

go
od

ne
ss

 a
nd

fr
om

th
e 

w
or

k 
of

 O
ur

 b
ro

th
er

s.
K

ee
p 

us
 f

ro
m

 in
te

m
pe

ra
nc

e 
w

hi
ch

 w
ou

ld
m

ak
e 

us
 le

ab
le

 to
 r

ep
ay

 th
em

, a
nd

he
lp

 u
s 

to
 b

e 
w

or
th

y 
of

 th
y 

be
ne

fi
ts

..
So

 le
t i

t b
e!

.

Pr
ay

er
 a

ft
er

 th
e 

m
ea

l.
-

O
ur

, h
ea

ve
nl

y 
Fa

th
er

!
.

W
ho

 h
as

t m
in

is
te

re
d 

to
ou

r 
ne

ed
, a

cc
ep

t t
he

 h
om

ag
e 

of
ou

r 
gr

at
itu

de
, a

nd
 g

ra
nt

th
at

 it
 m

ay
 h

el
p 

us
 to

 m
in

is
te

r
to

 th
e 

ne
ed

s 
of

 o
zh

er
s.

So
 le

t i
t b

e!



29
4 

D
O

C
U

M
E

N
T

A
R

Y
 H

IS
T

O
R

Y
 O

F 
E

D
U

C
A

T
IO

N
 I

N
 T

H
E

 S
O

U
T

H

- 
m

us
t p

re
se

nt
,

ne
at

ly
 w

ri
tte

n,
 a

t s
ev

en
 o

'c
lo

ck
 th

e
ne

xt
 m

or
ni

ng
, t

o
th

e 
as

si
st

an
t p

ro
fe

ss
or

.
In

 th
e 

ev
en

in
g 

cl
aS

s 
th

e 
pr

of
es

so
r 

w
ill

 a
llo

w
 th

e 
pu

O
s

to
 d

o 
so

m
e

of
 th

e 
w

or
k 

by
 th

em
se

lv
es

. T
hi

s 
cl

as
s 

w
ill

 a
cc

om
pl

is
h

w
ha

t i
n 

th
e

sc
he

du
le

 w
c 

ca
ll 

cl
as

s 
'w

or
k;

 b
ut

 th
is

 w
or

k,
 d

on
e 

un
de

r,
th

e 
su

pe
rv

is
io

n
of

 th
e 

pr
of

es
so

r 
an

d 
so

m
et

im
es

 w
ith

 h
is

 h
el

p,
w

ill
 b

e 
m

or
e

'ta
bl

e
th

an
 a

 n
ew

 le
ss

on
, a

nd
 w

ill
 te

ac
h 

th
e 

he
ad

 o
f t

he
 c

la
ss

 h
ov

-,
!e

t
th

e 
cl

as
s 

w
he

n 
it 

is
 in

 h
is

ca
re

. T
he

 e
ve

ni
ng

 w
or

k 
w

ill
 la

st
if

af
te

r 
se

ve
n.

 T
he

 m
or

ni
ng

 le
ss

on
 w

ill
 la

st
 u

nt
il 

ha
lf

 a
ft

er
te

n,
q.

th
at

 a
re

 n
ot

 o
bl

ig
ed

 to
 b

e 
in

 s
es

si
on

 f
ro

m
 e

le
ve

n
to

 o
ne

 f
or

 ti
dt

of
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

fr
om

 th
e 

hi
gh

er
 c

la
ss

es
 w

ho
re

tu
rn

 to
 th

e 
lo

w
er

 C
)1

"

re
vi

ew
.

It
 is

 e
as

y 
to

 s
ee

 th
e 

im
po

rt
an

ce
 o

f 
th

es
e 

re
vi

ew
s 

of
 s

ub
je

ct
s 

st
ud

ie
d.

ea
rl

ie
r 

in
 th

e 
co

ur
se

.

A
s 

ea
ch

 p
up

il 
ha

s 
bu

t o
ne

 y
ea

r 
fo

r 
ea

ch
 la

ng
ua

ge
,

or
 e

ac
h 

su
bj

ec
t,

ou
r 

st
ud

en
ts

 w
ill

 n
ot

 b
e 

pe
rf

ec
tly

 e
du

ca
te

d 
in

 a
ny

 b
ra

nc
h;

 a
nd

 th
ey

w
ou

ld
 e

nt
ir

el
y 

fo
rg

et
 a

 s
tu

dy
 w

hi
ch

 th
ey

 b
ad

 f
in

is
he

d
if

 th
ey

 w
er

e
al

lo
w

ed
 to

 d
ro

p 
it 

fo
r 

th
e 

re
st

 o
f 

th
ei

r 
tim

e 
in

 c
ol

le
ge

. B
ut

du
ri

ng
 th

e
ye

ar
 f

ol
lo

w
in

g 
an

y 
co

ur
se

 th
ey

 w
ill

 b
e 

re
qu

ir
ed

 to
 t2

ke
 tw

o 
le

ss
on

s
a

w
ee

k 
w

ith
 th

e 
cl

as
s 

th
at

 is
 s

tu
dy

in
g 

th
at

co
ur

se
a 

ki
nd

 o
f 

re
vi

ew
w

hi
ch

 w
ill

 im
pr

es
s 

it 
on

 th
ei

r 
m

in
ds

.
A

nd
 in

 e
ac

h 
ye

ar
 th

er
ea

ft
er

 th
ey

 w
ill

 ta
ke

on
e 

le
ss

on
 a

 w
ec

 .,
: i

n 
ea

ch
su

bj
ec

t, 
w

hi
ch

 w
ill

 k
ee

p 
th

em
 o

n 
th

e 
al

er
t a

nd
pr

ev
en

t f
or

ge
tf

ul
ne

ss
.

T
he

y 
w

ill
 b

e 
ob

lig
ed

, i
n 

th
ei

r 
st

ud
ie

s,
 a

s 
st

at
es

m
en

ar
e 

in
 th

ei
r

la
bo

rs
, t

o 
ha

ve
 a

ll 
th

ei
r 

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
re

ad
y 

an
d 

to
 h

av
e

on
e 

se
t o

f 
id

ea
s

co
ns

ta
nt

ly
 r

ea
ni

m
at

ed
 b

y 
an

ot
he

r,
 b

y 
us

in
g 

th
em

to
 il

lu
st

ra
te

 e
ac

h
ot

he
r.

 T
he

se
 li

ttl
e 

M
en

 f
ro

m
 te

n 
to

 s
ev

en
te

en
ye

ar
s 

ol
d 

w
ill

 in
 th

is
w

ay
 b

ec
om

e 
fa

m
ili

ar
 w

ith
 th

os
e 

m
et

ho
ds

 o
f 

lif
e 

an
d 

w
or

k 
w

hi
ch

ol
de

r 
m

en
 m

us
t f

ol
lo

w
 a

nd
 th

ey
 s

ho
ul

d 
de

ve
lo

p 
al

l t
he

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
 a

nd
-t

al
en

t o
f 

w
hi

ch
 th

ei
r 

m
in

ds
 a

re
 c

ap
ab

le
...

.
W

ill
 th

e 
pl

an
 o

f 
pu

bl
ic

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
w

hi
ch

 w
e 

ha
ve

 o
ff

er
ed

 b
e

a 
ve

ry
ex

pe
ns

iv
e 

on
e?

E
ve

n 
if

 it
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

, t
ha

t w
ou

ld
 b

e 
no

 r
ea

so
n 

fo
r 

re
je

ct
in

g 
it.

 O
f 

al
l

th
e 

th
in

gs
 th

at
 o

ne
 c

an
 b

uy
, k

no
w

le
dg

e 
is

 th
e 

on
e 

th
at

 w
ill

m
os

t s
ur

el
y

be
 w

or
th

 th
e 

pr
ic

e.
...

B
ec

au
se

 w
e 

sh
al

l h
av

e 
es

ta
bl

is
he

d 
.g

oo
d 

pr
im

ar
y 

sc
ho

ol
s 

w
ith

ex
-

ce
lle

nt
ly

 w
ri

tte
n 

te
xt

-b
oo

ks
, c

ol
le

ge
s 

ca
re

fu
lly

 p
la

nn
ed

, a
nd

ve
ry

th
or

ou
gh

 s
pe

ci
al

 s
ch

oo
ls

, i
t d

oe
s 

no
t f

ol
lo

w
 th

at
 th

e 
A

m
er

ic
an

 R
e-

pu
bl

ic
 h

as
 a

ss
um

ed
 th

e 
po

w
er

 o
r 

th
e 

ri
gh

t t
o 

cl
ai

m
 f

or
 th

e 
St

at
e,

 ih
e

R
ul

er
', 

its
 d

el
eg

at
es

 o
r 

an
yo

ne
 e

ls
e 

in
 th

e 
w

or
ld

, t
he

 e
xc

lu
si

ve
 p

ri
vi

le
ge

PL
A

N
 F

O
R

 N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 E

D
U

C
A

T
iO

N
 B

Y
D

U
 P

O
N

T
29

5

of
 in

st
ru

ct
io

n.
 A

bo
ve

 a
ll 

le
t

us
 r

es
pe

ct
 th

e 
ri

gh
ts

 p
ro

m
is

ed
 in

 th
e

C
on

st
itu

tio
n.

...

T
he

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
 c

om
m

itt
ee

s 
an

d 
ge

m
ra

l c
ou

nc
il

of
 p

ub
lic

 e
du

ca
tio

n.
I 

ha
ve

 s
ai

d 
m

uc
h 

ab
ou

t t
he

 C
om

vf
itt

ee
s

of
 E

du
ca

tio
n 

an
d 

in
di

ca
te

d
m

an
y 

of
 th

e 
du

tie
s 

w
ith

 w
hi

ch
 I

. t
hi

nk
 th

ey
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 e
nt

ru
st

ed
;

bu
t..

I 
m

us
t e

xp
la

in
 m

or
e 

cl
ea

rl
y 

ho
w

 I
 w

is
h

th
es

e 
C

om
m

itt
ee

s
to

 b
e 

fo
rM

ed
,

-

an
d 

w
ha

t e
xt

en
t o

f 
au

th
or

itY
th

ey
 s

ho
ul

d
be

 g
iv

en
.

th
in

k 
th

at
, t

he
 le

gi
sl

at
ur

e 
of

 e
ac

h
of

 th
es

e 
A

m
er

ic
an

 R
ep

ub
lic

s
sh

ou
ld

 s
el

ec
t, 

in
 w

ha
te

ve
r 

w
ay

 it
 th

in
ks

be
st

, a
 c

om
m

itt
ee

 o
f 

si
x

or
se

ve
n 

m
em

be
rs

 to
 a

dm
in

is
te

r 
pu

bl
ic

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
w

ith
in

 it
s

ow
n 

St
at

e.
T

he
 m

em
be

rs
 o

f 
th

2 
C

om
m

itt
ee

 o
f

E
du

ca
tio

n 
ne

ed
 n

ot
 b

e 
R

ep
re

-
se

nt
at

iv
es

 o
r 

Se
na

to
rs

, O
ut

 if
an

y 
su

ch
 a

re
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ly
 q

ua
lif

ie
d 

fo
r

th
e 

po
si

tio
n,

 th
ey

 s
ho

ul
d

no
t b

e 
ex

cl
ud

ed
. T

he
 L

eg
is

la
tu

re
 s

ho
ul

d
.

.

ch
oo

se
 th

e 
co

m
m

is
si

on
er

s 
of

 e
du

ca
tio

n
as

 it
 p

le
as

es
, f

ro
m

 it
s 

ow
n

m
em

be
rs

hi
p 

or
 f

ro
m

 o
ut

si
de

. T
he

y 
sh

ou
ld

 F
e

ch
os

en
 f

or
 s

ev
en

ye
ar

s,
af

te
r 

th
at

 p
er

io
d

on
e 

sh
ou

ld
 r

et
ir

e 
ea

ch
 y

ea
r,

 b
ut

 s
ho

ul
d 

al
w

ay
s 

be
el

ig
ib

le
 f

or
 r

ea
pp

oi
nt

m
en

t.

In
 e

ac
h 

St
at

e 
th

e 
C

or
nm

itt
ee

 o
f 

E
du

ca
tio

n
ap

po
in

te
d 

by
 th

e 
L

eg
is

la
-

tu
re

 s
ho

ul
d 

su
pe

rv
is

e 
al

l t
he

 n
at

io
na

l i
ns

tr
uc

tio
n;

 a
pp

oi
nt

th
e 

Pr
in

ci
-

pa
ls

 o
f 

co
lle

ge
s;

 g
iv

e 
its

 a
pp

ro
va

l
to

 p
ro

fe
ss

or
s 

an
d 

as
si

st
an

t p
ro

fe
ss

or
s;

di
sm

is
s 

th
em

, a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

th
e 

Pr
in

ci
pa

ls
 th

em
se

lv
es

; k
ee

p 
in

fo
rm

ed
 o

f.
al

l.
th

at
 is

 b
ei

ng
 a

cc
om

pl
is

he
d;

 p
re

si
de

, b
y

on
e 

of
 it

s 
M

em
be

rs
 o

r 
by

an
au

th
or

iz
ed

 C
om

m
is

si
on

er
, w

ith
 th

e 
m

un
ic

ip
al

ity
an

d 
lo

ca
l p

ub
lic

of
fi

ce
rs

, a
t t

he
 d

is
tr

ib
ut

io
n 

of
 p

ri
ze

s;
pr

es
en

t t
o 

th
e 

L
eg

is
la

tu
re

 e
ve

ry
ye

ar
an

 a
cc

ou
nt

 o
f 

th
e 

w
or

k 
of

 c
ol

le
ge

s 
an

d 
sc

ho
ol

s;
 p

ub
lis

h
th

e 
na

m
es

of
 p

up
ils

 to
 w

ho
m

 p
ri

ze
s

ar
e 

aw
ar

de
d;

 s
ug

ge
st

, i
n 

th
e 

fo
rm

 o
f

a 
pe

d-
do

n,
.s

uc
h 

la
w

s 
or

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
tio

ns
as

 m
ay

 b
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
fo

r 
ed

uc
at

io
n.

T
he

 C
om

m
itt

ee
 s

ho
ul

d 
al

so
.in

sp
ec

t t
he

 f
re

e 
sc

ho
ol

s,
w

hi
ch

 m
ay

 n
ot

op
en

 w
ith

ou
t i

ts
 c

on
se

nt
, a

ft
er

 s
ub

m
itt

in
g 

th
ei

r 
pl

an
s,

 th
ei

r 
bo

ok
s

an
d

pa
pe

rs
; a

nd
 it

 m
ay

 c
lo

se
 th

em
 if

 th
ei

r 
pr

in
ci

pl
es

 b
ec

om
e 

da
ng

ei
ou

s
or

th
ei

r 
M

et
ho

ds
 im

pr
op

er
. F

in
al

ly
, t

he
 C

om
m

itt
ee

sh
ou

ld
 s

el
ec

t
on

e
m

em
be

r 
to

 jo
in

 in
 f

or
m

in
g 

th
e 

G
en

er
al

 C
ou

nc
il 

of
E

du
ca

tio
n 

of
 th

e
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

; h
e 

m
ay

 b
e 

a 
m

em
be

r 
of

 th
e 

C
om

m
itt

ee
or

 n
ot

; m
ay

ev
en

 b
e 

a 
m

em
be

r 
of

 C
on

gr
es

s,
 o

r 
no

t.
T

hi
s 

G
en

er
al

 C
ou

nc
il,

 c
om

po
se

d 
of

as
 m

an
y 

m
em

be
rs

 a
s 

th
er

e
ar

e
St

at
es

, s
ho

ul
d 

ad
m

in
is

te
r 

th
eg

pe
C

ia
l s

ch
oo

ls
; a

pp
oi

nt
th

ei
r 

fo
ur

 P
ri

nc
i-

pa
ls

; a
pp

ro
ve

 th
e 

ot
he

r 
pr

of
es

so
rs

;
re

m
ov

e 
th

em
; d

ir
ec

t t
he

 N
at

io
na

l
L

ib
ra

ry
 a

nd
 th

e 
M

us
eu

m
; k

ee
p.

 in
 c

or
re

sp
on

de
nc

e
w

ith
 th

e 
C

om
m

itt
ee

of
 E

du
ca

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
di

ff
er

en
t s

ta
te

s,
 in

 o
rd

er
 th

at
ev

er
y 

ye
ar

 it
 m

ay



.

296 DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN TI4E SMYTH

make a report to Congress on the situation and progress of education
in the whole Of the great American Republic; and should suggest to
Congress, always in the form of a petition, whatever it may believe
helpful for the advancement of knowledge. The whole educational
system should be directly or indirectly in touch with the legislative

.

body and the administrative powier. The Government should be every-: .

where to protect everyone.
The General Council of EdUcation shOuld be presided over by one

of its members elected for three years by the votes of a majority of
his colleagues, confirmed by the Senate and always reeligible.*...

May these ideas, explained more rapidly and less carefully than I
could wish, satisfy in part the intentions of the excellent citizen who
has asked me to write them! May they pay a part of the debt of
friendship that I owe him, and for the hospitality that his country has
offered me!

At Good-Stay, near New 'Y ork,
. lune 15, aoo.

. .

. G. du Pont (trans. and ed.), National Education in the United
States of America. Translated from the second French edition of.r8r
(Newark, Delaware: University of Delaware Press, r92 3).

h was a great pleasure to the citizen who thought out these plans in 1Soo, when
in France the Counseil de l'Université was instituted.
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Pierre Samuel Du Pont de Nemours 1800

A French Plan for the National University of America

Pierre Samuel Du Pont de Nemours (1739-1817) was a student of natural science and
medicine before he became interdsted in political economy, particularly the French school
which he named "physiocracy." He served various French governments and from 1772 to
1774 was secretary of the CoUncil of Public Instruction in Poland. In 1783 he aided in the
negotiations with Britain which led to the treaty of independence for the United States. Du
Pont participated actively in the political upheaval preceding the French Revolution and was
a member of the States-General in 1789. However, his conservative views ultimately led to
his,imprisonment in 1792 and forced his emigration to the United States in 1799. The follow-
ing year Thomas Jefferson asked him to prepare a plan for national education, and although it
was never adopted in the United States, it became part of the French educational code.

Du Pont returned to France in 1802 and promoted the sale of Louisiana to .the United
States. He became vice-president of the Paris Chamber of Commerce and in 1814 assisted
Talleyrand in restoring the Bourbons to the French throne. He was appointed secretary gen-.
eral of the provisional government and made counselor of state by LQuis XVIII. Du Pont was
forced to flee when Napoleon returned to power in 1815, and he again settled in the United
States. The ,plan for American education which Du Pont prepared in 1800 included the ex-
cerpt below on higher educatIon. This plan was the first major proposal for a national system
of education in the United States prepared by a foreign educational consultant.

We have until now used the word Univer-
sity to describe as a whole the schools
founded by the Government in which the
study of sciences, begun in our colleges, is
carried to a higher development, and other
branches of knowledge are taught for which
there has been less preparation.

And we have thus used the term, because
it was for the establishment of a University
that we were asked to write this treatise.

But the noble and scholarly man who so
graciously asked for it, did not meanby the
word University only a place for instruction
in the highest sciences. He positively ex-
cluded from his project any classes for such
accomplishments as could be studied without
the help of a public institution.

The name University comes from Europe
and implies the claim of our great institu-
tions of learning, that they introduce their
students to the universality of human knowl-
edge.

These Universities of the old world were
or are divided into four departments.-, 1st. The Department of Theology, which
was never the universal theology, or moral-
ity founded on the knowledge of God, on the
proofs of his wisdom and goodness, on the
duties which he iniposes on men by the phys-
ical constitution that he has given them and
by their relations to each other and to other

animals; but only the theology of the domi-
nant religion of the country.

The Universities of Salamanca, Of Paris,
of Oxford, are very different in their De-
partments of theology.

2d. The Department ^f Law. There are
taught in France the canon law or papal law,
and the civil law of the Romans under their
last emperor, but little or no French law.

I do not know whether law is better taught
in England, but from the amount of trickery
that can be accomPlished by the civil law of
England, and which reaches even to the
United States, I think it would be wiser to
use all the powers of philosophy, morality
and justice to simplify the law itself, rather
than to waste the powers of youth in its
studY. Unfortunni-ly the complications and
obsr17- is and their application
ofte, _3 called a good business.
and men who have learned this business ana
live by it, and because of it are frequently
elected to the Legislature; become, almost
in spite of themselves, decided enemies of
reform.

3d. The Department of Medicine. That
includes a great number cf interesting
sciences, which, when they are absorbed by
minds formed for the study of nature and
disposed to respect its laws, are a wnnder-
ful training for the intellect, and aile pro-

Pierre, Samuel Du Pont cle Nemours, National Education in the United States of America. translated from
the second French edition of 1812 and Introduced by B. G. Du Pont (NeWark, Delaware: University of Dela-
ware Press, 1923), pp. 121-147.
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foundly useful to humanity by the knowledge
'they give of illness and the opportunities to
relieve, console, encourage and help those
who suffer. The knowledLe of how to heal is
still in the hands of God. English physicians,
masters and models of the American doc-
tors, while otherwise able scholars and very
learned, seem to be ignorant of that impor-
tant fact. They too often operate, and their
patients die more frequently.

4th, And last,. the Department of Arts,
where mechanics are not taught, nor hydrau-
lics, nor drawing, nor painting, nor sculp-
ture, nor architecture, nor music:

But Latin, as thoroughly as a dead-lan-
guage can be taught;

Greek, rather poorly, except in the uni-
versities of Scotland and some of Germany;

Latin poetry, or rather, the rules of ver-
sification; poetry is not taught, nascuntur
Poetae; .

Rhetoric, so aptly defined by Montaigne
as the art of making large shoes for little
feet, is, of all arts, the one most certain to
spoil -one's style.

They add to rhetoric, to distort the mind,
debating, under the name of logic, with the
stupid and barbarous principle that any prop-
osition may be both attacked and defended:
quidquid dixeris argumentabor.

However, all our great men have uTe-r-
come the misfortune Of having gone through
these studies, as some vigorous const:t-u-
tons survive the abuse of bleeding, of ClOillt11,
of kerrnes, of emetics, and of calomel.

Above these two extinguishers of in _Ali-
gence there is a third, an unintelligible
logical gibberish called nzetaphysics.

And at the end of the course, in the last
months of .the last year, they talk a little of
geometry, casually of physics, and of as-
tronomy, but ia such fashion that the stu-
dents know much less of them than our
pupils of the primary schools.

After having taken what are called de-
grees in these four Departments, one is
supposed to possess universal knowledge;
and there was a time when one held proudly
to the proposition de omne scibili.

Our University will be cliffarent.
It will include our prbnary schools, our

colleges, and our special school:- For all
these institutions will be branches of our
public education. And the special schools
will be only the 5 i7mmit or the completion.

. I would not therefore give the name Uni-
versity to the special k- hools, though it may
have a useful side; nainely, that of adopting
accepted slandards, and of convincing Euro-
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peans as well as Americans that youth can
be as well taught in America as in Europe.

It should be provided by the law concern-
ing education, that the General Council and
the Committees of Public Instraction; the
special schools for the most advanced stud.
les; the colleges, of which the object is
chiefly to develop literary and scientific
men; and the primary schools which will
give the most important knowledge to all
citizensshall together constitute the Uni-.
versity of North America.

A young man who had gone through a pri-
mary school, college and the special schools
would be a scholar of our University.

This should be defined clearly and pre-
cisely, as must always be done in matters
of legislation, and as nearly as possible in.
everything. Nothing is more unfortunate,
particularly when it.has to deal with matters
of education .where it is so.necessary to be
exact in the choice of expressions, than a
meaningless word or an ill-chosen one.

Let us consider now the special schools ,

that should be established at Washington

There should b it seems to me, four
schools:

One of medicine;
One of mines;
One of social science and legislation;
One of higher geometry and the sciences

that it explains.
I do not see any reason for their being

dependant on each other, nor of their having
any connection except that they will be in the
same building, where there will also be the
public library, the museum, the botanical
garden, the quarters of the General Council
of Education, and the philosophic suciety.

This palace of science seems to me to be
one of the monuments with which the eighteen
States wr-Ad wish to ernbellish their capital.

have seen that the State's pupils,
chosen to be sent to the special schools,
have decided on their professions and have
prepared themselves to study for them by a
longer or shorter period of post-graduate
work in the college.

Those who wish to study medicine will
repeat the work in chemistry, physics.
natural history, and ancient languages. That
.will require three years.

Those who wish to study mining must do
their preparatory work in the cl:,ss of ge-
otnetry and in those of natural history and
chemistry. Two years will be sufficient.

Geometry and algebra will 'occupy those 1

who are interested in astronomy, navigation, I
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shipbuilding, or higher.mathematics; and it
is possible that they may be prepared in one
year, though two may be necessary.

Finally those who would be members of
the bar, or study the scie ice of government,
should apply themselves to the classes in
natural law, national law, history, political
econozuy, and languages ancient and modern.
They will need three years.

When they arrive at the special schools,
they will be worthy of receiving lessons and
capable of understanding them.

The four schools being directly adminis-
tered by the Council of Education, they do
not need a general Principal; but each of
them should have its. own who will select
his Colleagues, and will explain to the.stu-
dents in what classes they are to begin, in
what order and with what purpose they are
to ge to other classes; also which subjects
they should review, and when.

Let us examine the necessary number of
classes..

School of Medicine

It will have five classes:
The first of anatomy;
The second, of animal economy and

pathology. The professor of this class will
have the title, rank and authority of
Principal;

The third, of surgery and child-birth;
The fourth, of materia rnedica and phar-

maceutical chemistry;
The fifth, of botany.
Young men who do not intend to st,..,dy

medicine but wish to know more of natural
sciences may join the classes cf anatomy
and botany. But no one shall be accepted as
a Doctor of Medicine without having passed
successful public examinations in all five
classes.

The Professor of Botany will direct all
work in the garden and will take his pupils
for walks in the country.

The Professor of Anatomy will give sev-
eral lessons on comparative anatomy, which
will impress on the students the anatomy of
man. Beside the work in his own amphi-
theatre, he will direct and supervise the
experiments of each of his pupils out of the
class-room; and as they improve he will
have each of them in turn demonstrate in the
amphitheatre, in his presence, for the in-
struction of their fellow-students.

The Principal and the Professor of Sur-
gery under him will have charge of the-hos-

pitals and will take their pupils to thera,
warning them of the dangers of having pa-
tients near together in a hospital; and that
care must be taken to make complications of
diseases less frequent and less severe by
filling the rooms with fresh air and by plac-
ing the beds far apart. When one builds in a
locality where it is possiWe to have all the
land that is necessary, a hospital begins
with a very great advantage. It should be
possible at Washington City and the sea
board cities of America to require hospitals
only for sailnrs without friends or acquaint-
ances, and to care for others in their own
homes.

The medical professors shall be author-
ized to take one of their pupils when they
visit patients who have sent for them; but
never two pu-pils at once, and always the
same one to the same patient. For a sick
man does not object to seeing a consultant
with his doctor, but a new face might dis-
tress and harm him. FOr this same reason,
if the physician has found his pupil useless
during the first visit, he should not take him
again.

All of our pupils will have had at college
at I.east two good courses of theoretical and
practical chemistry. With the help of a class
in pharmaceutical chemistry it will be easy
for them to apply those princiPles to materia
medica and to pharmaceutics.

These students of medicine will be edu-
cated men who, as post-graduates, reviewed
in college their courses in Greek, Latin,
chemistry and natural history. They will not
be held back in the medical school by con-
stant reviews, which are necessary at col-
lege for inattentive pupils, whose memories
are quick but not retentive; but we have
already advised that of their own accord,
after consulting the Prir.cipal and the pro-
fessors, they review any courses in which
they are most interested. Anatomy, pathol-,
ogy, surgeryeach demands more than one

lyear of study for those who wish to do more
than talk about it; and our students must be
able to use their knowledge and help suffer-
ing humanity. They will have tthie enough.
A man who wishes to be a physician should
give his whole youth to prepara'ion; for until
he is thirty years old he will not inspire
much confidence. In the meantime he should
'learn to deserve it; a patient's faith in his
physician is one of the most powerful
remedies.

We have placed the class in botany at the
end of our medical course, as a recreation
and relief; we feared that if it were studied
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earlier it would be a dangerous distraction
and amusement.

The study of botany is very healthful and
very entertaining; while that of anatomy, al-
though most interesting, is depressing and
unhealthfulit means overcoming much that
is abhorrent. Surgery, which demands that
one forget the sympathy inspired by the
cries of pain and the repugnance of dipping
one's hand in blood, requires a courage not
easily attained. The lovers of Flora find it
hard to leave her laughing valleys...and deli-
cious woodlands to return to the altars of
pain and the temples of death.

Moreover, it has been observ that few
botanists wish to become physicians, unless
they were so before. But society 'does not
-need a large number of professional bota-
nists. They are like great mathematicians:
two or three of the highest rank, five or six
of the second, are sufficient. It is not so
with physicians, if they have philosophic
minds, if they do not pretend to cure every-
thing, if they do not insist on giving drugs,
if they know natural history, if, like Hippoc-
rates, they can use and purify air and water,
they can accomplish much for the state and
are 'the best instructors of practical philos-
ophy, of enlightened benevolence. We must
not let them .sacrifice the utility of the fruit
to-the charm and beauty of the blossoms.
We must not train our youth for his own
amusement -. nan sibi, sed patriae.

School of Mines

I have no desire that the _United States
should give much thought to gold mines,
wh,ch are ; very rare and happily are un-
known in that country. aft-coal mines, indi-
cated, not far from the coast, by immense
beds of micaceous schist, and by a multitude
of valleys which were formerly bays situated
in the beds of ancient lakes and now dried
up; copper mines, lead mines, above all iron
mines, seem to be numerous there and of
excellent qUality. They require, therefore,
serious attention.

And in a country where the population is
not great compared to its imMense terri
tory, where the price of labor will probably
be high for two or three centuries, these
mines can only be worked when science and
intelligence overcome the difficulties of
labor and expense. The temptation to work
them exists and will increase. It must be so
r anaged that it will not be ruinous.

Under these circumstances a school of
rsiines seems to me to be necessary.

..
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This school should have three classes:
One of mineralogy, of which the professor

shall be the Principcl of the school, and
shall nominate the other two to the Council
of Education.

The other two profes!.3ors will teach:
The first, dochuastic [the science of

assaying minerals] cixem-.'stry;
The other, subterranean geometry and

the machinery that may be necessary for

These three studies will be grasped
easily by pupils who in our colleges have
learned some idea of natural history, and
have had a good training in chemistry and
thorough preparation in elementary geom-
etry and mechanics.

However, we shall require of them a year
for each course in the school of mines.

We believe that they will then be ready
to understand 'a mine and to direct its ex-
ploitation with economy arid intelligence.

School of Social Science

The school of social science shall be
limited to two classes:

The first will be under the Principal of
this school, who will select his colleague.
The Principal will, teach the general theory
of government; that of internal administra-
tion and political relations; the law of
natiOns, statistics, colonization. This will be
the school of statesmen.

The first principles of it \lin have been
studied in childhood in the books of the
primary schools and continued in college in
the class of ethics, as well as in the courses
on history and political economy.

I3ut in the special school th students
not be. .

his-ry; they will examine in
detail the strength and the interests of dif-
ferent nations, their sagacity, their error;
and the consequences that follow,. By usimg,
political arithmetic, explained with thought-
ful criticism, they will learn not to accent
figures On the population, culture and com-
merce of a country from directories, alma-
nacs, worthless books on geography, tine
haphazard or prejudiced accounts of travel-
lers; nor even to depend on statements that
seem more authentic and are quite.as mis-
leading, such as official financial reports,
which never allow for waste and suppress
secret transactions; nor the statements of
the records of the custom-house of which
the clerks cannot and will not raport fraud,

;7.'7
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collusion, contraband, and who have no knowledge whatever of
the shipments of silver, gold, precious stones, jewels, and
compact merchandise like lace.

The pupils will be taught to connect every fact with
others that relate to the same subject; to balance them, to
judge one by the other; to determine the truth between two
exaggerations, one of excess and one of diminution; and to
put facts together with sagacity so that gradually the mind
will arrive at something that is very near the truth. It is
surprising to find how very accurately one can obtain definite
information by this method on matters that were absolutely
hidden under a chaos of statements and contradictions.

Political truths demonstrated by facts al-e no more con-
vincing to the trained mind than they were without demonstration;
but they are much more imposing to the multitude. It is impor-
tant that the members of a government shall add the weight of
erudition which impresses the public to that of reason which
only affects philosophers; and that by the force, the depth,
the fluency of their discussions, they can, in legislative
bodies or executive councils, repulse or suppress thoughtless
assertions that might lead to dangerous situations. It is not
enough in political combats to be courageous and to be right;
it is necessary to be well-armed and able to fence.

Another branch of this great science, a branch that is most
important to a country like the United States, which has behind
it three million square leagues of wild and uncultivated lnnd, is
that which concerns colonization; the art of persuading, explain-
ing, conquering by kindness; to establish by means of honesty
and by carefully planned labor increasing happiness, uprightness
and success for the new nation; the art of enriching others and
one's self by advances made with apparent but well-considered
lavishness.

I do not say that this last branch of social science is as
yet fully grasped and perfected; but the rudiments are known
and the Western Territory gives unlimited opportunity to test
its principles by experience. Organized groups are beginning
to appear there, like grass in a forest. It would not be
difficult to learn to sow and cultivate them like plants in
a garden.

I think that the work of this ,11- lould continue for
two years; anH ac ie pup-Ls Lan do of iL by themselves--
radin P.Lfuu,, )9, criticising the works which the Principal-
Professor suggests--I think they need a lesson Drily once in two
days. They are to exercise their discriminati_in more than their
memory.

Tnis Principal-Professor will hold the c)4:15s on Monday,
kednesday,and Friday for the pupils of the cu-ril-.nt year, and on
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday for those who:are. in their second
year. The intermediate days will be for the awk of the pupils
tmemselves; in this science above all it is macessary not to
Cl.ink but to know, and to develop by one's owm intellectual
effort and talents and by the finest perceptians of one's own mind.

The other class of sociai sciel-,ce will b,-_e devoted to the
civii and c:riminal law of the count,y.

But I most urgently advise that law shall not be considered
permanent law until every effort has been mad-p to find the
soturce of the reasons and methods for prolong-÷tig litigation,
whrich multiplies feuds, which chills friendlinlass, which checks
reciprocal advances of great value in a count=v still very bare
of population, and which forces on the natiom a burden that is
detrimental even to its treasury. I. implore that before every-
thing else the source of these evils shall be stopped or at
least diminished by definite laws, by simple-trules of procedure
dhich can always hasten the end of a law suit-
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If all trials were decided by chance--by throws of
dice, justice would be done half the time.

But in a nation that is generous, thoughtful and
honest and where judges are _elected, judging is nrier
done by chance. Therefore any plan that will bring
about greater promptness in the process of law will be
a good one.

When the complication of formalities, the facility
of quibbling, and the piling up of illegalities, often
by collusion, which involve a review of the whole affair,
have affected three hundred law-suits, it may be that one
of them has been somewhat better judged; but the delays
occasioned to the other two hundred and ninety-nine have
done more harm than can be offset by the perfect decision
in the tree hundredth.

But it is not true that complication of formalities,
facility in quibbling and discovering illegalities, can
ever lead to a wiser decision.

Any honest and intelligent man can judge a short
trial; when a suit becomes complicated, it needs eagles
and angels.

Why is America so obstinate in imitating
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everything English?--and particularly the things that
England herself rightly considers mistakes in her gov-
ernment, and which she would have reformed long ago if
they had not been bound up with the interests of a
numerous and powerful corporation?

Why does not this daughter of thirty years pride
herself on improving on her mother?

My dear Americans, revise your civil law and do
not let it be taught with the authority of the State
until you have made the laws and the processes as good
as you know how.

As for your law concerning impeachments for crime,
you can scarcely alter that.

School of Trancaendental Geometry

This school will be devoted to the highest geometry
and to those ordinary sciences that depend on it.

There will be five classes:
One of transcendent geometry [all mathematics beyond

Euclidian geometry]; the professor :of this class will
have the duties and rights of Principal of this school.

One of astronomy; One of hydrography and navigation;
One of the construction and rigging of ships;
One of engineering, both civil and military, and for

artillery.
The names of these classes is sufficient indication

of the knowledge that the third will have gained from the
second, and that the three lower ones will gain from the
first.

As it will be the professor of the first class who
will find his colleagues, and nominate them for the ap-
proval of the General Council of Education, he will re-
quire their cooperation. He can give the course such
an administration that its pupils will have a valuable
training and will igot deteriorate to the methods of
the ordinary worker.

We have now in France the most wonderful construction
for the hulls of battle-ships and we owe it to one of our
gr'eatest geometricians, Borda, who was chief of staff to
d'ELtaing, in the war for the independence of the United
States.

It is said that the best battle-ship in Europe is
the Conception which Gauthier built for Spain on Borda's
principles,

And the two best frigates are the Pomone and the,
mgduse, of which Borda himself directed the construction
at Brest; they have both, unfortunately, been taken by
the English. He built us other excellent vessels.

It is a great misfortune that he died without having
applied to the rigging those calcualtions and improve-
ments which he so successfully applied to the ship itself.
But one of his successors will do it.

As to engineering for civil and military construction,
no nation is in such need of canals as the United States,
and most of their ports have no means of exterior defense.
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The Cost of Four Special Schools

I shall not include in this expense the price of
the buildings, for I consider them a public monument
for the embellishment of the capital, and I suppose
they will be built by the Government for the special
schools and all other establishments relating to science.

The public library should not belong to the
schools, but it should he at their service and chosen
principally on the advice of the professors.

We need, therefore, in estimating the expense
account, only consider the salaries of the professors
and some other slight costs.

There will be fifteen professors, of whom four
will be Principals.

I do not think the Principals should be offered
less than one thousand dollars salary, or the other
professors less than six hundred dollars.

Their salaries should place them in a rank above
the professors and even the Principals of the colleges;
for the public, which judges very superficially, always
believes that a man is paid in proportion to his value.

So the four Principals will receive. 4,000 dollars
The other eleven professors 6,600
A porter to clean the rooms 200
Other expenses 300

Total 11,100 dollars

At this price alone we would not have Principals
and professors worthy of the positions.

We will give them here, as in the colleges, con-
tingent fees.

And in order to be able to give the professors and
Principals whom we wish to engage for our schools, an
idea of the income they may expect, we must make an
approximate estimate as we did for the Principals and
professors of the colleges.
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These calcualtions are suggestive and cannot be
absolutely exact.

The students in the special schools are, like those
in the colleges, of two kinds--the ones chosen for their
abilities, to be educated at the cost of their States;
the pthers, at the expense of their parents or themselves.

We have supposed that the State of Virginia will
send each year ten students at the expense of the state
to the special schools; that would be one from each college.

If the other states send students in the same proportion
we shall have, allowing for the varying populations of the
states, seventy-five pupils each year whose expenses at the
schools of the Republic will be defrayed by their own States.
So that in ten or twelve years and thereafter, there will
be about three hundred, the enrollment depending upon
wheOer they have selected courses requiring five years,
or tour, or three.

The students supported by their parents or themselves
may amount to twice or three times as many; for there will
be two or three times as many young men anxious to enter
lucrative professions which require the higher education,
as there are State pupils who deserve that education at
the public expense; and as students of any age will be re-
ceived at these schools, many grown men will follow the
courses for pure love of study.

The students will receive from the State that sends
them a pension of two hundred dollars, of which one hundred
and fifty will be given to them for their food and other
personal expenses, fifty will be given to the professors--
fo.rty to the one in whose class the student is working and
ten to the Principal of the school,

Those who are in the Principal's class will give him
the whole of the contribution.

Each student will choose the profession that he wishes
to adopt and, in consequence, the school that he wishes to
enter, but While he is in that school he will follow the
advice of the Principal as to the order in which he will
enter the prescribed classes.

The students whose expenses are paid by themselves or
their families, will pay one hundred dollars a year, of which
eighty will be for the professor whose course they are
following and twenty for the Principal of the school.

When they are in the Principal's cl'ass, the hundred
dollars will not be divided.

We will not repeat the statements We have already made
in explaining the salaries for the colleges; it is enough to
say that this arrangement will assure to the professors and
above all the Principals of our special schools much larger
incomes than the most distinguished scholars can hope to
earn in other countries.

This excellent position will be reached by degrees, but
at the beginning the terms will be generous.
At first there will be no State-aided students and it

would be unwise to expect more than a hundred and forty or
a hundred and fifty each year for the first years, divided
according to their choice among 'the different schools.

For the first year it will be necessary to open only
the four principal classes and two dependent classes--they
will be the classes of anatomy, Animal Economy and Pathology,
Mineralogy; docimastic chemistry, Social Science and
Transcendent Geometry. The other classes will not be opened
till the second, third, or fourth year as they may be needed.
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This precaution which may be demanded by the re-
quirements of instruction, though it may not be for the
interests of the treasury of the institution--must be
observed: no professor shall begin with less than four-
teen fundred dollars and no Principal less than two
thousand, and their incomes shall increase each year for
ten or twelve years. At the end of that time, the least
important chair in our special schools will be worth four
thousand dollars or twenty-one thousand francs to the
professor; some will offer half as much more and the four
Principals from forty to fifty thousand francs each.

Such incomes will make it possible to choose from the
foremost scholars of all countries in selecting professors
and Principals for our special schools. The ambition of
every learned man in the world will be that he may one
day attain to one of the chairs. Washington City will be-
come the Bokhara, the Benares, the Byblas, the Cariath-
Sepher, the city,7of knowledge. Men of the highest reputation
will be assembled there as professors; perhaps luropeans will
not be considered properly educated unless they have studied
in its schools.

Such is the advantage that Athens once enjoyed; today
it belongs to Edinburgh and Gottingen, To obtain it we
would only need to secure the most illustrious scholars of
Gottingen, Edinburgh, and other scholastic cities, promising
them a brilliant future that can be attained only by the
perfection of their knowledge and that can be secured only

sustained preeminence.
Our professors will form the nucleus of
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an admirable Philosophic Society. Engineering will do
wonderful things in a country where it will be so tremen-
dously rewarded. It will make therefore its most powerful
efforts and will urge forward all other sciences. We shall
have increased knowledge by giving it a worthy home. We
shall have done well for America and for the world.
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An Address
Morrill Allen
1827
Allen Danforth: Plymouth

"We are almost every day presented with demonstrations of
the truth of the assertion that "education is power - physical,
intellectual, and moral power. It elevates, expands and
enriches the mind; cultivates the best affections of the
heart; pours a thousand sweet and gladdening streams around
the dwellings of the poor as well as the mansions of the
rich, and while it greatly multiplies and enhances the
enjoyments of time, helps to train up the soul for the
bliss of eternity."

See especially. pgs. 8, 9, 10 and 11 for discussion of the
relationship of experience to education....

A statement of educational philosophy which recognizes the
central role of the individual child; school answers to
parents.

1. This is a practical philosophy. -- and a good paper.
Perhaps an early forerunner of Dewey?

2. This is the first paper which acknowledges the routine
competence of children. It encourages education to
proceed in accordance with the child's experience.

3. Also discusses the role and responsibility of schoolmen
to children and the role of parents in regard to school
functions. The school is finally, answerable to parents.
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REV. MORRILL ALLEN,
The School Committee of the town of Pembroke, having

attended the Address you had the goodness to deliver this
day on Early Education, request a copy of the same for
the press.

K1LBORN WHITMAN,

Per order of the School Committee.

Pembroke, January 6, 1827.

ADDRESS.

A discourse on the importance, the objects and the
means of a good early education, is now expected by this
assembly. If it would be easy to select topics for dis-
cussion, which might give greater scope to the fimagination,
it would be difficult to select those of higher interest
in the iw cf affectionate pa-rents, of patriots and phi-
lanthroFt7ts. The respectabillty and usefulness of men
in this morld depend chiefly.on early educatiom; and their
prospects beyond the grave are brightening and hopeful, or
gloomy and cLiscouraging, according to the sentiments imbibed
in the days 1-Df youth and the consequent course sf conduct.
The objects of education embrace the interests af time and
eternity. Hence the solicitude which wise and good men in
all periods of the world have expressed on this subject.
Hence the numerous injunctions on parents delivered by divine
command to train their children in paths of knowledge and
virtue. The most important political blessings, and even
covenant privileges, it appears, have depended for their con-
tinuance, from the earliest ages of the world, on the care
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and diligence of parents in the education of children. The
reason assigned by God himself for the animating promises to
Abraham and the steadfastness of the covenant made with him,
was "For I know him that he will command his children and his
household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord."
In the numerous exhortations to the Israelites to remember
the divine dealings towards them, to keep alive the history
of the judgments and deliverances which they had experienced,
we find the following directions in substance, often repeated.
"And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way,
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt
write them upon the door posts of thine house and upon thy
gates; that your days may be multZnlied and the days of your
children in the land, which the Lord sware unto your fathers
to give them as the days of heaven upon the earth." Passing
from the Jewish to the Christian Scriptures, we find in them
numerous fervent exhortations to instruct children, to re-
strain their excesse!- and guide them in right paths. These
exhortations are not aicr.essed exclusively to parents, they
are addressed to men o."2 evE,ry age and profession. One express
purpose for which virtus alre irculcated on ymung and old, is,
that others may perceive wirat i. demanded of them, and take
lessons of improvement. Az children are susceptible of strong
impressions and guided ,712,1r by examples than persons of

5

mature age, we may reason&bEy c=nclude it is for their benefit,
as well as personal purity --c,nd Improvement, that young men are
exhorted to be sober miade5J and fear, aged men to be grave and
temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience, and aged
women to be in their bemaviour as becometh a profession of
godliness. In the sacred writings we are presented with
interesting and awakenirg views of the importance of early
education. We are assureG, that the well educated child will
rise to manhood in honour and usefulness, and descend into the
vale of age with serenity and good hope; we are also assured
that the neglected childthe child abandoned to the indul-
gence of its appetites and passions, will bring shame and re-
proach on its parents, and woful misery on itself. These
assurances of scripture accord with the testimonies of ex-
perience on the subject. We behold -.he idleness and ignorance
of childhood continually maturing into the most degrading and
destructive vices of manhood. Those unhappy beings, who are
subjected to the discipline of penitentiaries, are generally
men who received not the salutary discipline of a school in
their early years. There is no occasion for us to extend
our views to the untutored sons of Africa, or to the Asiatic
Islands to discover the importance of imbuing the minds of
children with knowledge and the sentiments of virtue. The
appearance and prospects of the best educated and worst ne-
glected children in our own country, and even within the
region of daily observation,
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will form a contrast which must carry conviction to everY
considerate mind. We are almost every day presented with
demonstrations of the truth of the assertion that "educa-
tion is power--physical, intellectual and moral power. It
elevates, expands and enriches the mind; cultivates the
best affections of the heart; pours a tnousand sweet and
gladdening streams around the dwellings of the poor as well
as the mansions of the rich, and while it greatly multiplies
and enhances the enjoyments of time, helps to train up the
soul for the bliss of eternity."*

ft must be an unnatural parent, or one destitute of
enlightened and praiseworthy views, who does not wish to
give his child an education, that will qualify him for
useful pursuit, for profitable inquiry and reflection. In
this land of distinctive literary privileges, it is hoped,
no parent can be found who had rather indulge his offspring

_ in degrading pleasures.of sense, than oblige them to travel
the patgis of knowledge. We, who now stand in the honourable
and responsible relation of parents, shall soon retire from
the scene of action; our children wi- 1 be advanced to our
places; they must assume the care anu government of house-
holds; they must take the responsibility of educating another
generation; they must take a part in the government of so-
ciety, in the appointment of legislators and magistrates, and
perhaps fill themselves elevated and important stations
in church and state. Can we think on

*President Humphrey's Address

7

the duties that lie before them, and feel any thing like
indifference concerning their qualifications to discharge
them? Can we think, without extremely painful emotions, on
the growth of a son in ignorance, exposed to every vice
that degrades the human character, exposed not only to ruin
himslef, but to interrupt the order and well-being of society?
No, we cannot. The best earthly hopes of declining years
are centred in the virtue, respectability, usefulness and
happiness of our children. We wish them a pleasant passage
through the:world and a blessed immortality. With solici-
tude, then, we should inquire, what we can, and what we
ought to do for the purpose of producing so happy results.
Our affection, our goOd wishes and even our prayers for
children may not be expected to promote their welfare with-
out other exertions for their benefit. ln unwearied
attentions and labours we must guard and promote the health
of their bodies, form their minds, and impress on them good
sentiments. To give precise rules for the discharge of
these parental duties would not be practicable; there is so
much difference in the constitutions and dispositions, if
not in the mental powers of children, as requires variations
in their regimen and discipline. There is, however, always
danger that parental affection will grow excessive, and grant
indulgencies in ease and the gratification of the appetites
inconsistent with a state of vigorous health, and with much
advancement in mental improvement. Action is the vanguard
of s trength
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Children whatever may be their prospects in life should be

inured to bodily exertion. It is best for them to be en-

gaged a part of every day in some useful labour; this will

be a mean of qualifying them in later life, either to act

or direct. If thpy do not engage in labours, their atten-

tions should be directed to amusements, which'will cost

them, at least, as great exertion. Much exercise in the

open air and in all varieties of weather, with simple food,

will invigorate both body and mind.
Exertions to form the minds of children should extend

further than placing in their hands suitable books and pro-

viding for them good instructers. The parents, to whom

children express their feelings with the least reserve, and

propose the various questions that are prompted by their

curiosity and inexperience, should critically watch the o-

pening of the mind, and, if possible, discover in what cur-

rent the thoughts are inclined to flow; if in a current

consistent with innocence and usefulness, they should not

be opposed, but rather encouraged and assisted. When what

is termed the bent of genius is freely indulged it makes

the life of a child pleasant, and often leads to eminence

in his profession. The numerous questions of children

should be heard with patience, and answered with a view to

their improvement. *One of the biographers of the illus-

trious Washington states that when-that unequalled man was

a child, he often accompanied his

*Weems.
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father in the garden and proposed many questions on the sub-

ject of vegetation, and seemed particularly anxious to dis-

cover a reason for every appearance which attracted his notice

The father was a discreet man and disposed to cherish in his

son the love both of gardening and of letters. For the pur-

pose of engaging the admiring attention of his son, the

father placed a number of seeds in the earth in such form,

that when th e young plants sprang up they presented in a

very legible manner the name George Washington. The in-

quisitive lad viewed the plants with astonishment and em-

ployed much time and many questions to investigate the cause

of what at first appeared to him a phenomenon. This ex-

pedient of an affectionate father, adopted chiefly for

purposes of amusement, is supposed to have been at the found-

ation of that habit of critically examining a subject in all

its parts, and then making up a judgment, which, in after

life, so eminently distinguished the revered Washington.

There is in almost every child an innocent and laudable

curiosity. A judicious indulgence anddirection of it to use-

ful purposes may produce very great and salutary effects on

the,future character.
A reasonable indulgence of the curiosity of children

will have a tendency to establish habits of industry, which

are of indispensable importance. Let them follow inclination

in the choice and pursuit of innocent amusements; let them

exercise their strength and ingenuity in attempts to imitate

2
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the works and arts of men. If their little houses, walls,
fences a:Id the implements of their operations showld occa-
sionall0 impede more important movements and disfigure the
yard o.f= the taller mansion house; or, if the dams, constructed
for V4-.-_1 admission of the miniature wheels their imitative
powerJ frame, should sometimes obstruct the cApurse of water
to an ftylurious extent; we should remember t:-,I)at im these ex-
ertions they are forming habits of activity 3nd qualifying
themselwF-3 for more useful labours; perhaps they add some-
thing to the fund of knowledge already poss6,;7ted in the arts
of mechanism. But, if notheing were to be ge4led aeside habits
of engagement, these would prove an ample ccc-,pensation for
all the trouble occasioned us by the imitat ve exertions of
children. It is patience in application th 2 conquiers the
most formidable difficulties in the puit coif knawledge, and
in every pursuit of human life. That wonder jf the age in
which he lived, pr. Benjamin Franklin, owed Is distinction
more to persevering industr y, than to any ex;xaardinary
natural powers.

Some writers have considered the indolev.ce of mankind
as the whole cause of the very imperfect and faulty manner,
in which the duties of the various stationsuld professions
in life are discharged. There may exist anothier cause
equally operative, and which it is not sm dlJffi-cult to re-
move. In consequence of neglect in atte'nding to early bi-
ases, and obliging children to follow the wishes of parents,
rather than the dictates of natural genius,

11

it may be that multitudes are misplaced in society and sub-
jected to the herculean labour of carrying th,ir ships into
port against both wind and tide. The man, whc is placed in
a profession, to which his natural powers are not adapted
and his inclinations never chose, must pass a life of slavish
toil and still do all his work badly.

The natural genius of a child ought to be regarded in
the selection of books for its perusal. An aversion to
reading and tne pursuit of knowledge is frequently produced
by confining children to books, which contain nothing adapted
to their tastenothing which they wish to understand. There
are some books of a corrupting tendency, which it would be
desirz.ble to collect and burn; but, as this cannot easily be
effected, some discretion, on the part of parents in the
choice of books, should unquestionably be exercised. In
this, as in every other decision, the more liberal we are,
while we touch not the region, of licentiousness, the more
useful we shall be. Books which countenance vice and bad
passions, books which are filled with finely written dis-
courses and highly wrought imagery about nothing, should not
be put into the hands of children; it would be well for
adults also to refuse reading them. With these exceptions,
any books are safe and those which command the most attention
-may best advance thetimprovement of children.
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GENTLEHEN OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE:
The services, you are performing for the benefit of

schools, are very intimately connected with the good
character and happiness of the rising generation. The
duties which you have to perform are numerous, and, some
of them, those of delicacy. The friends of good morals
and of learning hope you will persevere in your exertions
without weariness, and discharge the most delicate duties
without making too:large sacrifices to individual feeling,
that you will proceed with the fixed purpose of promoting
the general good of those for whom you act. If your affairs
are attended with no present emolument, they are honourable,
and a conscientious discharge of the duties of them will
give you multiplied cheering hopes. Many of these hopes you
may live fully to realize. You may behold a large portion
of the children, whose minds you are now labouring to form,
advanced to mature age and acquitting themselves with
honour and usefulness in the family and larger society.
Many others, nourished with knowledge and goodness by your
providence, will rise up, when your bodies shall have mingled
with dust, and pronounce your exertions blessed. Accept, in
the name of the people of this town and of all the friends of
a rising generation, a tribute of gratitude for your passed
labours in the cause of education. We hope, you will hear
with indulgent feelings a request to continue a work, which
has been commenced with so good prospects of success, and
may you finally receive ample and abiding reward with the
faithful of the earth.

13

PARENTS:
In addressing you it is natural for me to advert to the

peculiar advantages enjoyed in this favoured community,for
giving children such educations as will secure b,oth their
virtue and usefulness. Without possessing ourselves much of
that substance, which governs in all earthly interests, we
can place our children in situations where they will be re-
strained and guided by good examples, and instructed in every
branch of knowledge necessary to their usefulness. In our
publick schools, which the wealth of the whole community sup-
ports, we enjoy a privilege which must, unless gross neglect
on our part should prevent, always keep the great mass of
people here far in advance of those states where education
depends altogether on individual providence, or the charity
or the most distinguished philanthropists. The many salutary
effects, that have resulted from the system of schools in
this Commonwealth, are a just foundation of strong attachment
to the system. The fact, that governors of some other states,
in their communications to their respective legislatures, are
recommending the adoption of a similar plan, should excite us
to renewed exertions to renthr our system increasingly effective;
lest our glory should presently be seen departing south and
west, and we should stand exposed to the reproach of judging
our offspring unworthy of improvement, and rejecting against
ourselves the counsels of wisdom. An ample provision for
the support of schools, the assiduous labours of an

367
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intelligent committee in the appointment of able and vir-
tuous instructers, in furnishing children with suitable
books and encouraging improvement by frequent visits, will
prove almost useless withDut attention.and care on the part
of parents. Our children consider us as their best friends;
if we are indifferent in he cause of their education, they
will certainly conclude it is a thing of no great importance
to them; if we speak disrespectfully of any of the arrange-
ments in relation to schools, or of the characters and con-
duct of instructers, they will think it justifiable to mani-
fest contempt, and to cherish tempers utterly inconsistent
with improvement. We must exert ourselves to carry into
full effect the benevolent views of the legislature and the
generous labours of the committee, or our schools cannot be
in the flourishing state demanded by the privileges we enjoy.
The first object of care should be to keep children constantly
in school, that they may enjoy every advantage of its exercises,
and never by remitting attendance interrupt general order. We
are apt to think too lightly of occasional absence. The loss
of only a few lessons places a lad behind his classmates, and
tends to depress and discourage him; it produces confusion in
his mind concerning the order of exercise and what is ex-
pected to'be performed. The example is a pernicious one; for
where absences are frequent and numerous both master and
scholars will grow confused and no exercise can be well per-
formed. Our next object should be to sup-

15

port the government of schools; for this purpose we should
repose a generous confidence in the judgment of instructers,
and speak of them, in presence of children, as unquestionably
disposed to do what is proper and as preferring inevery in-
stance "mercy to sacrifice." In all cases in which we are
obliged to delegate power, it is a duty to cherish a reason-
able confidence that it will be exercised with discretion.
With respect to a school master, if our confidence is abused,
there cannot be a worse procedure, than to disclose all our
excited feelings to children and spoil them in attempts to
disgrace him. If at any time there should be just founda-
tion of complaint against a master, disclose it to the com-
mittee by whose authority he acts; at their request he must
retire. In this way we can remove all unsuitable instructers
without giving children the destructive notion, that a school
must be regulated according to our particular views of pro-
priety, or it is worthless. When children go from parents
with heads and hearts filled with lessons of instruction for
him, who is appointed to instruct them, when by parental
conversation they have become fixed in the belief that the
partiular kinds of punishments, inflicted in their i.espective
families, are the only proper punishments of the faults of
children, it will be as impracticable for any man to govern
them well and promote their improvement,as it is for a minis-
ter of religion to preach to the edification of a congregation,
when every individual composing it, is determined to hear his
favourite

368
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psalm, doctrine and interpretation, or to hear nothing. We
can prescribe for our children a course of conduct, which
every instructer will approve; but as often as we undertake
to point out to them how their instructer ought to proceed,
we enter on delicate and extremely dangrous ground. Leave
masters to be guided by their own judgments. If we trespass
on their rights, and prevent them from proceeding in a course
of independent conduct, we destroy their usefulness, and at
thesame time encourage in children tempers, which will
mature in their unhappy preparations for scenes of riot,
confusion and mutual recrimination.

Parents should animate their children in the pursuit of
knowledge by disclosing various ways, in which it can be use-
fully and honourably applied. They should encourage and
assist them in their studies, especially when any signs of
despondency are discovered. The great influence of the parent
over his child ought to be invariablydirected in aid of its
instructers, and of all the measures pursued with a view to
its improvement. We should speak in our families of the
publick examinations of schools, as highly important, and
urge vigorous exertions in preparation for them. It may be
that I am now recommending as a duty what some parents con-
sider as useless. And if some of the violent objections
against the law relating to schools, under which we are now
acting, have met their eyes, possibly they may think it wrong
to give the least countenance to exami-
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nations. A writer in a public paper in want of a better
subject, or not disposed to discuss a subject which could
not be illustrated in a long catalogue of objections, has
pronounced the law of schools burdensome and useless, and
called loudly on the legislature to repeal it without delay.
As objections, whether there be just foundation for them or
not, often produce great influence on some minds, it may be
proper here to make P few remarks on the leading provisions
of the late law concarning schools. The first distinctive
provision requires every town to choose.annually at least
five persons as a school committee; it is made the duty of
the committee to examine the literary and moral qualifica-
tions of instructers, and to visit the schools often for
the purpose of discovering with what propriety they are
managed. Under the former law the minister in the town
where a school was to be kept was made the judge of the
literary qualifications of an instructer. By the present
law this trust is committed to at least five men; this Must
be an improvement, if the truth of the adage be admitted,
that in a multitude of counsellors there is safety. In con-
sequence of improvements, which are continually making in the
methods of instrucjon and class books, a minister in his old
age will be an inadequate judge of the qualifications of
instructers; school committees are officers of annUal election
and every wise town will appoint the best qualified men.

3

369



18

The former law, as might have been reasonably exp,icted
from the structure of it, had become an object of very ex-
tensive neglect. The disordered state of numerous schools
demanded an effort for their benefit. Our legislature have
done what appeared to them proper, and the plan they have
adopted ought to be submitted to a fair experiment. We shall
discover a powerful motive to comply with the provisions of
the,present law, in a comparison of schools in towns which
obeyed the former law, with schools in those towns which ne-
glected it. In places where due attention has been given in
providing qualified instructers and in regular examinations,
schools are in a state of advancement in knowledge, which is
gratifying to the most enlightened minds. The President of
the United States, on his late visit tothis land of his birth
and early years, consented to accompany the committzc: in the
city of Boston in the visitation of schools. He afterwards
expressed to a friend the pleasure which he experienced, and
remarked that many of the pupils in the high schools in Boston
possessed more classical knowledge, than the greater number of
thetgraduates of Harvard University at the period of his own
graduation. A testimony like this from so high and revered
authority, to the excellent condition of schools in the city,
should excite us to imitate the measures, which have been
attended with so happy and wonderful effects.

Another provision in the existing law requires committees
to furnish schools with suitable books.

19

This it is said will subject people to needless expense, and
is a tyrannical measure. Who, inquires the scrupulous parent,
exulting in an ideal liberty, has any right to select books
for my children? If this point should be tamely yielded,
next there will be men appointed to choose professions for
our children and even a religion. Distrustful parent! let
not thy apprehensions grow tormenting, till there be something
like the shadow of a foundation for them. The choice of
school books is a trust which you have always delegated. Here-
tofore instructers have selected the class books, and nearly
as often as instructers were changed, new orders were presented
for books. Some school houses were filled with a motley mixture
of books, and yet there was no supply for regular instruction.
By the present method of selection, there will ultimately be a
degree of uniformity in school books, which will save some
parents an abundance of expense. If there be negligent parents,
who have been in the habit of sending their children to school
without books in expectation of their improvement, and who now
consider it a hardship to be required to supply them; we can
only say of these parents, that they desire good without the
expense at which it must be purchased. If there be poor parents,
who cannot purchase books for their children, it is both benevo-
lent and for the general interest to supply them at the publick
expense.

We admit there are some burdens attending the observance
of the law; but the burdens fall
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chinfly on the committees appointed to carry it into effect,
and it is hoped that desires of benefiting the rising genera-
tion will animate them to endurance. In this place I hope
the labours of the committee will be made pleasant by the
readiness of parents to do what is proper, by the assiduity
of inttructers, and by the obedience and improvement of
scholars.

INSTRUCTERS:
In whatever view we consider the interesting subject of

early education, our thoughts are directed to the office,
which you now fill, as elevated, honourable and highly useful.
On your examples, counsels and instructions, in measure, de-
pend the moral charaCcer, the intelligence and welfare of a
rising generation.

"Momentous trust! to nurture and to bring
A nation's glory from the budding spring."*

The office of teaching should always be filled by men of
unspotted lives as well as enlarged understandings. Some of
the first and most lasting impressions on the minds of children
are communicated through the eye; they cannot be formed to the
love and practice of virtue by the maxims of men whose lives
are manifestly contrary to virtue, Consider, my friends,
that you are now situated on elhilland cannot be hidden; be
as solicitous to have all your conversation and conduct
chaste and good, as you are to administer correct instruction.
It belongs not to your duty

*Populous Village.
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to instruct your schools in any distinctive scheme of the
christian religion, and you should cautiously avoid doing it,
because various denominations place children under your care,
and would justly consider it offensive for you to censure
their particular faith in the instruction of their children.
But all your deportment should manifest a deep reverence of
the authority of God; the fear, the love of God and obedience
to his commands, you can inculcate on children in consistence
with the views of every denomination of christians. You will
do wisely in commencing and closing your schools every day
with the reading of a portion of scripture, and with a few
expressions of reverence for the Almighty and dependence on
his paternal care and goodness. If some of you be young and
modest men, who feel not equal to the composition of a
publick address to your Maker; take a book on devotion and
read a short prayer, or read in scripture the form of prayer
our Saviour taught his disciples. This course would be un-
speakably better than neglect of the service. Devotional
exercise is so incumbent on man in every period and pursuit
of human life, that no business can be well performed without
it. Reading the scriptures as a book of religious instruction
and devotion is, in my opinion, the only proper use that can
be made of them in school. To make the sacred volume a
class-book will unavoidably produce that sort of familiarity
with its contents, which will lessen the respect of children
for its precepts. They will be led to view
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it as a book designed to aid them in acquiring the art of
reading, rather than one containing the rules which ought
to govern their whole lives. Be mindful, that order is
heaven's first law; and whether you are engaged in religious
or literary exercises, oblige children to comply with
established rules. If possible accomplish the purposes of
order and decency in mild methods, but fail not to accomplish
them. A-disorderly and confused school is a nuisance in a
neighbourhood; it is a fruitful nursery of evil habits; it
is a cage of many foul beasts and birds.* Your duties de-
mand undivided attention. Be vigilant, be circumspect, and
distinguished success may crown your labours; you may be-
come happily instrumental in forming many sons and daughters
to the love and practice of wisdom. The sight of a circle
of children of different ages and sexes produces in the
mind a very interesting association of ideas. In this circle
we look with hope for candidates to fill with honour and
usefulness our places in society. Here we behold future
virtuous matrons guiding their houses with discretion; masters
of families walking before their charges with perfect hearts;
patriots and philanthropists exerting all their powers to do
good; magistrates, legislators and wise christians. If some
clouds intercept the brightness of these hopes, they arise
from the dangers and temptations peculiar to childhood andyouth. In every exertion we make to fortify our offspring
against

See Rev. xviii. 2.
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dangers and temptations, we add something to the strength of
our animating hopes concerning them.

CHILDREN:
In submissive behaviour, in cheerful obedience to com-

mands, in a constant and zealous pursuit of useful knowledge,
in the observance of truth and justice, in the preservation
of personal purity, and in a solicitous remembrance of your
relation to God, fulfil the good hopes of your parents and
friends. The wise improvement of time, diligence and strict
virtue in this period of life will insure future respectability
and usefulness. Receive instruction, grow in knowledge, cherish
good sentiments, and the blessings of wise men with the blessingof God will attend you.

My hearers: we all have a deep interest in the subject
of early education. In proportion as this is promoted, what-
ever is beautiful and attractive in soCiety will rise andflourish. Let all children be trained in paths of knowledgeand virtue, and thenekt generation will experience a hapPY
exemption from many evils which now are suffered. In the
next age intemperance, one of the leading sinssand greatest
scourges of the present, may ce4e, or become a subject of so
general abhorrence, that no apology founded on the circumstance
of intoxication will be admitted in extenuation of other crimes;
in the next age there will be, we devoutly hope, so general adiffusion of knowledge and correct sentiments, that
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unprincipled wretches will be unable to discover any advantages
in attempts to hide guilty coofitenances under the veil of angry
passions. We would anticipate for our children all the_blessings
of the peaceful and busy village, where the young returning from
the labours of the day do not collect in the streets, and march
up and down with the hideous noise and threatening attitudes of
Goths and Vandals; nor creep about a neighbourhood gleaning
tales of slander forntheir more guilty parents to retail; but
where the young retiring from labours engage in pleasant and
useful conversation, in reading and reflection, or in imitation
of David take up their harps, sooth and rest every disquietina
passion and cheer the - on his way. We would hail so
happy an age; may the salutary rays of it bless our children,
and their children to the latest generation.



Essay on the Subject of Education

1805
T. Collier & Son: Lithchfield, Mass.

"The restraints that a good education impoSes on the mind, have a powerful
tendency to guide us in the paths of duty.

"The Education and care of Children are first cormitted to parents, and then
to instructors; but they should ever bear it in remembrance, that there is
great danger of impressing on the opening mind, wrong ideas, and incorrect
principles."

Defines the educational role of parents and instructors in education.

2. The most original expression concerns the "in loco parentis" notion which
serves as the foundation of American educational thinking -- especially
about elementary school.



324

*Anon.

ESSAY

on the

SUBJECT of EDUCATION;

together with a few

Propositions, of a Practic:al Nature,

To be adopted by our respective Churches,

for the puTpose of

Promoting Moll_al and fi-,LI.,gious Lrwledge among
the risincr

Written at the Request, an.Q'i published by the Desire of
the South Consoci ation of Litchfield County.

Litchfield:

Printed by T. COLLIER & SON, two doors West of the Court=House.



325

***************************************************************
AT a Meeting of the SOUTH CONSOCIATION of Litchfield County,holden at South-Farms, on the first Wednesday in June, A. D.1804.

VOTED, "That the(Rev. I. Williams, A. Chase and E. Porter,and Deacon James Morris, be a Committee to make a report to afuture Meeting of the Consociation, what measures may beadopted, more effectually to promote Moral and ReligiousKnowledge among the rising Generation."

To the South Consociation of Litchfield County, couvened atWatertown on the first Wednesday in June, A. D. 1805.

REVEREND ancFBELOVED,

We your Committee, pursuant to appotntment, submit thefollowing ESSAY, on the subject of EDUCATION; together witha few Propositions, of a practical nature, to be adopted byour respective Churches, for the purpose of promoting Moraland Religious Knowledge among the rising Generation.
***************************************************************

ESSAY, &c.

PERHAPS no subject has been more neglected, in proportionto its importance, than that Education of our Youths, ofthe rising generation, which relates to the improvementof the heart, and the cultivation of the social, humaneand benevolent affections.
It is granted by all, that Youth is the season, bothfor scientific and moral instruction; and if the mind benot preserved from wrong impressions, and kept untaintedin early life, there is very little probability that themoral character of man will remain unblemished till itsclose.---The Poet says;--

"Children, like osiers, take the bow,
"And as they first are.fashioned, always grow."The moralist subjoins,--"What sculpture, or the hand of

the polisher, is to a block of marble; so is Education tothe human soul."--And it is recorded by a still higher
authority,--"Train up a child in the way he should go, andwhen he is old he will not depart from it."*---It is alsoremarked,--"That an industrious and virtuous education ofchildren, is a better inheritance for them than a greatestate."--"To what purpose is it," says a certain writer,"to heap up great estates, and have no concern what manner-"of heirs you leave them to."--That education i5 of butlittle value, which .c.onsists only in the external polish;to bow and to curtesey; to be modern fine ladies, andfinished gentlemen.

*Prov. xxii. 6.



4

Ever since -the apostacy, man has been doomed to a
state of discipline, and necessarily made for restraints,
not for indulgence and TAcentiousness; therefore, the
subjugationof the pass-ions, the government of the temper,
the direction of the affections, and the cultivation of
the faculties, must be early attended to by parents, and
instructors, as a duty of the first importance.

All creation bespeaks a Superintending Being that
is wise, holy, benevolent and good; and all his wolrks are
wisely calculated to instruct man in his duty, anth to
lecture him in moral th'5ngs.--In some respects there is a

similarity between the natural, and intellectual world. In
the Spring, the Husbandman must be attentive to cultivate
his fields, and his garden; otherwise, he will be deprived
of the necessaries, the comforts and conveniences of life:
so the Parent must be attentive and assiduous to mould and
cultivate the heart and affections of his childrelA in their
early stages, if he ekpects them to be useful and reputable
in society; or if such a parent ever expects-to experience
that return of gratitude, and filial respect, which never
fails to be endearing and consoling in old age.

It will be adniittei that there is nOthing, that we can
promlse ourselves,.or depend upon, so far as it relates to
this, or a future world, only as it is under the Divine
guidance and direction; yet promises of the rewards of
happiness are annexed to the faithful in well-doirlg.--The
Auth3r of our being has constituted the means, e7 well as
the end: He will ultimately accomplish his own ourposes,
and they will be accomplished by his own appointeld means.
The idle man and the 5:-.Tuggard will come to poverty, and sink
intc contempt, by the wery means of their idleness and
slothfulness: So will the diligent and faith-
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rul grow rich, and honourable, by means of their diligence,
their industry, their care and faithfulness.

There is a connexion between the cause and the effect,__
Between the means and the end. In the natural world, in the
creation of matter, by the laws of gravitation or the powers
of attraction; every created particle of matter, may have an
effect on every other particle. All created substances tend
to adhere to,or to resist each other: So it is in the intel-
lectual or moral world; one moral action may have an effect
or am influence on every other moral action subsequent. The
two qualities are of a contrary nature; consequently, the
nearer they approach each other, the greater will be their
opposition, or repellant force. Iron and clay will not mingle
and cement together, neither will virtue and vice, holiness
and sin; but, by Divine constitution, they must necessarily
be forever at variance. Virtues will associate, and adhere
to one another, and so will vices; and, at the same time,
virtue and vice will always resist each other.

Our ideas are linked together by the laws of association;
and those laws are, in a great measure, arbitrary; And when
our ideas are thus formed and linked together, they can hardly
be said to be at our own disposal.--When our affections are
attached to vice, and we have become familiar with it for a
long time, a reformation is barely possible: Besides, vice
by being familiar with it,-A4ecomes lets-and,lesshateful.
Imperceptibly 'to our senses, the "Leopard's spots are more
strongly impressed, and the Ethiopean s skin has a deeper shade."

The restraints that a good Education imposes on the mind,
have a powerful tendency to guide us in the paths of duty.--
It will be acknowledged, that we are not to rest our hopes of
future happiness, solely
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on any of our external conduct; but when the moral sense
is kept awake, by good lessons of instruction, or religious
admonitions, they serve to correct, or at least, to check
the errors that are daily resulting from the impulses of
our passions.

The faithful lessons of moral instruction, that pious
parents administer to their children in early life, together
with good examples, are great incentiwes to a decent and
orderly deportment; they serve as a clog, or a fetter, to
prevent the wanderings of the straying feet.

The Education and care of Children are first committed
to parents, and then to instructors; but they should ever
bear it in remembrance, that there is great danger of impressing
on till? opening mind, wrong ideas, an dr. incorrect principles.
Early antipathies, hatred, and contempt of any uf our fellow
men, should be carefully avoided. A child is liable to be
ruined, that is brought up in the school of reprach, and
calumny; and who, both by precept, and the example of his
parents, is taught to think, and to -ipeak contemptuously, and
reproachfully of others, and especially of the characters of
good men, and of the Teachers of the Religion of YESUS CHRIST
And here let it be remembered, that such parents ixre laying a
foundation for their child's dishonour; besides, 7-.1.T,ey are
cultivating, in the mind of such child, self-complacency, to
the exclusion of all the. other social virtues: For, in the
same proportion that we indulge ourselves to hate, to speak
reproachful.ly of, and to filch others of their good name, we
in the same proportion are acquiring, and cherishimg, and in
short are deeply rooting, that sordid passion of Self-love,
which is the mother of pride. For, where-ever we find the
selfish passions predominating, we shall there fii m. that the
benevolent and social affec-
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tions are decreasing.--Pride will ever be unfriendly to the
love and good will which we owe to one another; while, on
the other hand, humility is the nurse of the benevolent
affections. To frequent scenes of cruelty, tends greatly
to chill the social affections: It destroys the feelings of
sympathy, and we soon become regardless of human woes.

A child should never be permitted to associate with
unprincipled hirelings, or with servants whom he is one day
to tyrannize over;. Hence appears that haughty, supercilious,
and imperi.ous deportment, so conspicuous in some parts of
the United States. And in no instance snould a child be
allowed to redress his own wrongs, or revenge upon another,
for any insults that he may have received.

To suffer a child to whip a block, because he accidentally
hit his head against it, is.a dangerous permission: Such
parent.is cultivating more than one bad passion in the mind
of his chtld. In the first place, he is indulging him to
act without reason; and in the second place, he is cherishing
the passion of revenge,--which will daily increase till he
may wreak his vengeance upon some nobler victim.--Children
thus indulged, soon become strangers to the exercise of this
_christian precept,--"Whatsoever ye would that men should do
unto you, do ye the same.to them."--Besides, how can such
parents dare to teach their children to pronounce that part
of the form of prayer, which our Divine Master taught his
disciples,--"Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass.against us."--Alas! are not such parents suffering
their children to impnecate the wrath, and just vengeance of
the Almighty on their heads, while thepassion of Revenge is
suffered to be cultivated, and to rankle in their tender
bosoms?
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In order that a good Education may have its effect,
patterns are often more efficacious than precepts: Precepts
are of little consequence without a good example. But it
should ever be remembered, that Principles should never ba
sacrificed, for any favorite opinion or sentiment. To a
uniformity of character, and to good examples, are we indebted
for our love of truth; perhaps more to these than to all the
tnjuactf-ons, and hackneyed precepts of parents and instructors,
where a good example is wanting.

1,-o parent is worthy to be trusted with the education of
a family of children, unless he sets a good example; and the
instructor of a school is unworthy of the trust committed to
his care, if his character and manners be not worthy of Imitation.

The greatest care should be taken, not to make any wrong
or f-se impressions on the infant mind. Strong impressions
of amtipathy, or hatred, cannot,easily be erased. Strong
tcprassions of fear, can never be forgotten: For instance, the
stortez of hobgoblins, and frightful ghosts or apparitions, told
tn a grown person, for the first,time, would only be laughed
at; but these, stamped on the mind of a child by an imprudent
mother, or an inconsiderate nurse, to frighten a child into
obedience, will forever after harrass him, every time he
happens to be alone, in the dark. So it is, when time has
lemt tts aid to habits of every kind; there is a slow and
reluct.:ant resistance to the efforts of resolution and fortitude
to Ysesist them.

Experience evinces this truth, that an evil and perverse
disposition, may be cherished in its perverseness; and it will
wax worse and worse. A person who indulges himself in the
passion of Revenge, will, every day, be inclined to be more
revengeful: So,
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if he indulge himself to be angry at every trifling affront,
he will soon contract a habit of petulance, and become mure
and more sour and morose. The fact is, the most of our passions
flatter us in the out-setting; they are treacherous in their
persuasions, and they grow upon us by a pace, "that sleeps to
our senses;" and the multitude of evils which they carry in
their train, lie concealed, till they have gained their ascen-
dency, and established their dominion.--Alas! how unpromising,
yea, how gloomy must be the future prospects of a youth, that
has set out wrong in the morning of life: For, when once he
has commenced the melancholy chace, he but too often continues
his course, as long as the sand of life continues to run.

As impressions made in childhood are the deepest, and
most permanent; the plan of our Creator, in giving access to
the .heart, or affections, even in this early period, cannot be
too much admired. To cherish the kind and benevolent affections,
and to guard the avenues to evil, at the first openings of the
mind, seem originally designed to be the province of the Mother:
How important, :therefore, is it, that Mothers be well skilled
in this science.

The preservation of an infant's bodily Health, is the
first care of an anxious parent; but if mothers were well in-
structed in the science of moral culture, and the mind of her
infant was as much the object of her care, as the body; might
we not reasonably expect a different complexion in the manners
of society?

If Parents should devote their leisure time, at this early
period, to impress on the minds of their children, proper
sentiments, and correct principles, and
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keep them under proper restraints; would they not render their
children moral, and much more reputable and useful members of
community? It is very probable, that where one child has been
spoiled, and become discouraged, sour and morose, by too great
severity, there have been ten ruined by indulgence.--Sloth, or
the want of perseverence, prevents improvement in knowledge;
but where we find one person opposed to bodily labour, we
probably may find ten who have an idle mind. Idleness of mind
produces a "mental rust," and cankers every thing that tends to
moral excellence.

A child is often opposed to those things, which judicious
parents, and faithful instructors, deem to be important duties:
But, in order to attach the young mind to virtuous pursuits,
the road to virtue must be strewed with flowers; and, on the
other band, the path of vice must te made dark and unpleasant;
which in fact, represents both in their true colours.

A parent, or an 'instructor, may be often wounded, dis-
heartened and discouraged, at seeing all his unremitted cares
so fruitless; but there should never be any discouragements in
virtuous pursuits. Sloth, discouragement, or the want of
perseverance, opens a wide door to innumerable evils. A parent
may discern a frowardness of temper, and a perverse disposition
in his child; that he is heedless to every lesson of instruction:
Yet these afford no reason for such parent to lay aside his
exertions, and leave his child master of the field.

In the sequel of this Essay, a few observations and remarks
will be made in the following order:

I. The power of Habit.
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II. The danger of affixing a gloomy association of ideas
with the duties of Religion.

III. The duty of Obedience to Parents.
IV. The importance of observing the Sabbath.
1. Mr. PALEY very justly says,--"Man is a bundle of habits."

By habit he becomes friendly to virtue, to decency of behaviour,
to good order in society, and to rational government; and by
habit he also becomes the votary of vice, the play-thing of
folly, the "disturber of household peace," and the insipid
poisoner of human happiness: It therefore highly becomes the
duty of parents and instructors, to be unremitting in their
exertions to fix on the mind of the child, or pupil, orderly
and virtuous habits, and correct principles; which are all that
can be reasonably expected, from those to whom the trust and
care of children are committed. The Poet says,*--

Much time and pain, and toil and care,
Must Virtue's habits plant and rear;
Habits alone through life endure,
Habits alone your child secure:
To these be all your labours given,
To these your fervent prayer to Heaven.
Nor faint, a thousand trials o'er,
To see your pains effect no more:
Love, duty, interest, bid you 4strive;
Contend, and yield not, while you live:
And know, for all your labours past,
Your eyes shall see a crop at last.
The Smith beside his anvil stands,
The lump of silver in his hands,
A thousand strokes with patience gives;
And still unform'd the work perceives:
A thousand and a thousand more,
Unfinish'd leaves it as before;
Yet though from each no point is found,
Still toiling on his steady round,
He sees the ductile mass refine,
And in a beauteous Vessel shine.

DR. DWIGHT:



Habits are every thing in an education: If bad are con-
tracted, and vigourously pursued, the Educator's care will be
ineffectual. Habits of idleness and sloth will make all future
.-!xertions a burden: Habits of frowardness, disobedience,
ltcentiousness and disorder, will blight every fair flower of
the mind, and will cut off every rising hope, and expectation
of future usefulness. From the very moment that a youth begins
a wrong course of conduct, from that very moment he may date
the time, when he began to have his affections alienated from
truth, to hate the instructions of wisdom, and to be at variance
with religious principles.

It is of the utmost importance, to a yout.h, to begin life
well, and to consider how dangerous it is, to make one false
step in the outsetting; for it may end in the destruction of
character, and the ruin of the soul.--The Poet very justly
remarks,--

"He that once sins, like him that slides on ice,
"Gees swiftly down the slipp'ry paths of vice;
"Though conscience checks him, yet those rubs gone o'er
"He slides on smoothly, and looks back no more."

The volatile and giddy youth, will feel it to be an un-
reasonable restraint, if he be prevented by his parent from
frequenting public places of resort, where he may probably be
invited to the gaming table;--where are exhibited shows, or
feats of dexterity, that gratify only a vain curiosity, at
a tippling house or tavern: But the indulgence of these may
perhaps lay a foundation, for a habit of tippling, gambling,
idledleness and dissipation. It is here, probably, that many
a youth may date the time when he started in the race that led
him to ruin. From a painful remembrance of these small begin-
nings, in the indulgence of vain curiosity, very probably many
a culprit, from the foot of the gallows, has uttered bitter
reflections upon his parents, because they imposed
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not on him their seasonable restraints; or because they neglected
to afford needful reproof, to check him in his devious paths.
That youth who is restless in laudable pursuits,--who cannot
be happy in retirement,--conversing with himself, and improving
his mind by books, and in looking into his real state, has
already walked too far in the downward road.

In the unseasonable hours of the night, the youth destroys
his health, blasts his reputation, and cuts off every anticipated
hope, and joy, of his fond and indulgent parent. It is in the
haunts of dissipation, at midnight revels, that the incautious
youth meets with things that tempt, betray, defile and ruin.--
It is there that a youth learns to tell extravagant stories;
it is there that he begins to indulge himself in vain and loose
jesting;--it is there that he begins to tattle, to backbite,
to calumniate, and sport with the character of his neiohbour.

Reason alone will not alter the propensity of sin, neither
will the restraints, that a religious education impose, renew
the heart; but they will, in their operation, be powerful in-
centiyes to render a person modest, prudent, and moral in society.

Weeds self-sown, in the rich soil of a garden, demand of
the gardener no fostering care; but they flourish in their own
native soil; they take deep root, grow tall, and send forth
their poison, unless they are early suppressed. Just so the
faults, the foibles, the passions, and evil propensities of the
human heart, rise spontaneously, daily gather strength, and
from time to time imperceptibly to the senses, they choak every
virtuous inclination, and ripen their possessor for destruction.

It may be worthy of notice, that the wisdom and
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goodness of GOD may be traced, in forming the human race, and
making them the most helpless beings of his works, during their
first years. The absolute dependance of a child in infancy, even
till after his mind begins to expand, places him in a condition
to be moulded almost into any shape. His temper may then be
softened, hisrdisposition regulated, his affections cherished,
and his inclinations directed to either good or evil.

Had man been created, and sent into the world with his
body and mind at their full strength and vigour, as they are in
the years of maturity, together with all his depravity, this
world could have been none other than a scene of woe and human
wretchedness. It might readily have been supposed, that softness,
delicacy, and modesty, would have been strangers to the female
character. There would be no gentlp hand of the Mother, to
direct her daughter in the various necessary arts of the house.
There would be no soothing charms,--no tender sensibility, in
beholding the wants and distresses of the wretched. No sympathetic
condolence would be administered to the wounded spirit. Neither
wouldthere have been any steady hand of the Father, to sway his
household. and inculcate subordination, and teach filial duty
and obedience. No Father to teach his sons worthy deeds, and
commend for laudable actions; and no Parent to frown and contend
against faults, and to form the mind to virtue.

It was originally designed that the present life should be
a life of activity, vigilance, and discipline; and man was placed
here for the trial of his virtue; and after the apostacy, it was
ordered as a blessing to ameliorate his condition, that he was
to eat his bread in the sweat of his face. If the earth brought
forth spontaneously a sufficiency to supply his wants,
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his condition here would be wretched beyond description. Ex-
perience teaches us, that we are the most prone to evil, and,
consequently, the most unhappy when we have nothing to do: Hence
the importance of inculcating early habits of industry. A state
of ease engenders an apathy both of body and mind; and an un-
interrupted state of prosperity seldom fails of being destructive
to a proud heart: While on the other hand, wisdom springs up
in adversity, or in the humbler walks of life; and it is often
learned in the school of affliction.

2. No gloomy association of ideas should be attached to
the performance of religious duties.

Religion is often disgusting to a youth, because he is
taught from infancy to believe that it consists in those exercises
of the mind which are of a gloomy cast;--that Religion is in-
consistent with cheerfulness: he therefore concludes, that it
cannot be the business of the young;--that it will do for the
aged when desire shall fail, and the sound of the grasshopper
shaLZ be a burden. Away, says the youth, with the trammels and
restraints of Religion;--let me now follow the dictates of my
own passions;--let me gratify my own desires: There is time
enough yet: I will be religious when I am old.

Parents, in order to Inculcate Religion, may have taken
wrong and dangerous ground, by affixing a gloomy association of
ideas, to the performance of its duties. The first addresses
should he made to the heart, or affections; for the understanding
of a child is not capable of reasoning upon abstract truths. The
mind should be so directed, the taste so formed, and the habits
so fixed, that the child should be delighted in walking in the
paths of truth and virtue. This is the first business of Edu-
cation, and, in short, all that
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can be done, at this early period, by the skilful instructor
or judicious parent. The business should be so managed, that
the young mind should never be disgusted with the performances
of the duties of Religion. Let it ever be remembered by
parents and instructors, who have the management of children,
and the care of their education, that the infancy of all animals
is chearful and gay;--that whatever is gloomy is then disgusting,
and studiously avoided.

One reason, probably, why vice has so many followers is,
that it always addresses itself to the passions. The first
address was made by the Serpent to the passions of the primitive
pair, in the earthly paradise. How artful was he to catch their
attention! He said,--"For GOD doth know that in the day that
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be
as Gods, knowing good.and evil."--Solomon, also, describes vice
as assuming all the fascinating charms, and addressing itself
to the passions of a young man void of understanding: He says,--
"With her much rair speech, she caused him to yield. He goeth
rafter her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as
"a fool to the correction of the stocks, till a dart strike
"through his liver;--as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth
"not that it is for his life." In this way Satan, in all ages,
has been successful, by affixing an agreeable association of
ideas with vice; by which means, he has probably gained thousands
of followers. If vice has been so successful in this way, in
gaining so many votaries, why may we not suppose that virtue,
by a similar mode, will proselyte a few?--By a little care and
attention, of a prudent and judicious Mother, the most pleasing
associations of ideas may be formed in the mind of her tender
offspring, of its Creator, and unseen Benefactor. She may
seize upon the moment, when the little heart is elated with a
sudden
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transport of joy, at some unexpected pleasure, to form its mind
to the exercise of gratitude to the Great Giver of all blessings.
May not the fond and indulgent Mother then begin to form the
infant mind to prayer? And if suggested to the child upon proper
occasions, and repeated not as a formal duty, but as a spontane-
ous effusion of the heart, it will not probably fail to produce
some good upon the affections.--As the sphere of observation
enlarges, and the sources of pleasure multiply upon the young
mind, every object of nature that inspires admiration, every
social endearment which produces delight, may be made instru-
ments of conducting the infant heart up to GOD.--How exceedingly
important must it then be, that Mothers be well instructed, and
well accomplished, for this important business of religious
education. But those who would succeed in this laudable under-
taking, must conquer sloth and indolence in themselves. It is
a business that must be talked of by the way, when they lie down
and when they rise up.--And let it be remembered, that whoever
desires a religious principle to influence .the heart, and govern
the conduct of his child, in future life, must early influence
the affections in its favour. This, from all that we know of
the human mind, can barely be effected but by means of connecting
an agreeable association of ideas with every moral duty.

If the first addresses were made to the heart, while the
understanding is opening to Moral truths; the moral attributes
of the Deity will occasionally unfold to the mind, and will be
more readily admitted, and the more deeply reverenced, by means
of first affixing an early association of ideas, delighting in
the co,Itemplation of the Divine attributes of mercy, goodness,
wisdom, power and benevolence. Tho' vindictive justice is an
amiable perfection in the cha-
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racter of the Deity; yet this is not the first idea to be im-
pressed on the infant mind. The truths of nature, or of natural
religion, will pave the way for the truths of revealed religion.
It requires the power of reflection to form just notions of
abstract truths; and reflection is the last faculty of the soul
that unfolds itself. Ideas are first let into thc., mind by the
senses: The power of observation discovers itself long before
the infant acquires the use of speech.

The works of nature have more attractive charms than those
of art, or of abstract reasoning; and the works of nature first
attract the mind of a child: Then is the period to lead the
infant mind to contemplate on, to admire, to adore, and to
reverence the Creator. Hence we may conclude, that the attributes
of the power, wisdom, and goodness of GOD, should be first im-
pressed; for these naturally beget the exercises of love, reverence,
and gratitude.

Faith, in the scripture sense, is not, simply, the act of the
understanding; but it is an act of the will, in which the affections
are deeply concerned. It is with the heart, man believeth unto
righteousness. It is the receiving of the kingdom 6f GOD, and
the doctrines of grace, as a little child, without guile or
deceit. May we not, therefore, rationally,conclude, that to
lay a foundation for this teachable disposition, we must interest
the affections? Every moral duty should be made pleasant, and
every virtue, and moral excellence, should be rendered amiable,
in order to engage the mind in its favor. If a youth have no
affection for good morals, is inattentive to advice, or counsel,
he will soon hate reproof, and be regardless of his reputation;
he will be assiduous to shake off the restraints of Religion,
be regardless even of common morality, and will soon give himself
up to licentiousness. All the means of instruction, to im-
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prove the mind of such a youth, will only serve to make him
more refined in wickedness, and more skilful in the practice of
sin. The bestowment of Education upon such a youth, Will be
like cultivating a thorn bush in a friendly soil; which will
make it produce larger and sharper thorns: Or it may be com-
pared to the placing of a torch in the hands of a midnight
burglar, to light him to do mischief.

In the present eventful period in the history of the world,
and more especially in that of our own country, too much care
and pair.; cannot be taken to promote the cause of virtue, to
interest the affections of the youths our rising hopes, on the
side of order; for the labor of the licentious has been employed
to introduce false principles, adapted to corrupt inclinations
and profligate habits; and by falsehood, boldness, ridicule and
Blasphemy, it has been exerted to sweep away the bounds set by
the Almighty, to Lhe passions, the appetites, and lusts of men.

3. The duty of Obedience to Parents.
Obedience to Parents, with a proper subordination to whole-

some rules and regulations in a family, greatly promotes domestic
happiness, and promises an extension nf temporal blessings.--
Obedience to Parents is a "fa:-r flower in the mind of a child,"
and it is the first omen to future usefulness. A well regulated
family is a kingdom in miniature, and it is capable of being
made a little paradise of sweets; while on the other hand, by
disobedience, frowardness and perverseness, every expected
enjoyment, as it is approached, roughens into a wilderness of
thorns,--and such a family is exposed to be converted into a
pandemonium of human wretchedness.

In a family where disobedience prevails, there will



be disrespect to superiors, and a want of affability to equals,
which is followed by a contempt for inferiors, and a want of
benevolence to mankind. "Honor thy father and thy mother," is
a moral precept; and as an encouragement to obey this command,
it is subjoined, "that thy days may be long upon the land which
the Lord thy God giveth thee." "That thy days may be long,"
implies a bestowment of earthly good, and an extension of temporal
blessings. And, on the other hand, it is faithfully recorded,
that "the eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey
his mot:ler, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the
young eagles shall eat it." This is a metaphorical passage, and
it denotes awful temporal judgments awaiting children who are
froward and disobedient to their parents.

Various things are combined, in the presehL life, to promote
our social happiness, perpetuate our comfor's, and extend our
worldly blessings, and to prepare us for a heavenly inheritance;
among which is the institution of the Sabbath: And the importance
of the observance of that holy day, will be noticed.

4. The importance of observing the SABBATH.
That Being who formed the mind, and perfectly knows its

biasses, and propensities, together with the power of habit, has
wisely foreseen the consequence of permitting the chain of ideas,
naturally introduced by the business, the pleasures, and the
pursuits of life, to remain unbroken. He foresaw, that if there
were nothing to check, or interrupt the progress of the propen-,
sities of a depraved heart, it would soon be altogether estranged
and alienated from its Creator; and that Being, in his infinite
wisdom, has provided a remedy: He instituted the Sabbath, that
man might be interrupted in the career of his worldly
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pleasures and pursuits, as often as once in seven days, that his
mind might be employed in devotional exercises, in the services
and duties which, in a particular manner, he owed to his Maker.--
"Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy," was one of the first
injunctions imposed on man. It was a moral, positive precept, the
observance of which became o moral duty, and binding on the human
race; and it was a plan of Infinite Wisdom, to recall the attention
to the contemplation of something entirely remote from the common
objects of pursuit,--to an employment totally different,--as the
most effectual means, that could possibly be devised, to arrest
the mind of the worldling from the vanities that allure and
captivate him. It is of infinite importance, that a sense of
the Divine presence, and of the divine attributes and perfections,
be kept alive in the mind of man. Of the truth of this the Old
Testament furnishes ample evidence. In the history of the
ancient Hebrews, it may be found, that at whatever period the
observation of the Sabbath fell into disuse, the knowledge of
the true God, and obedience to his moral laws, were unobserved
and forgotten.

It is often said, "What harm is thre in attending to this
that, or the other trifle on the Sabbath."--From what has been
remarked it will appear, that the harm or the sin arises, in
some measure, by means of perpetuating trains of thought repugnant
to all that is of real worth to our eternal welfare. Such a total
change of employment, aR often as once a week, will tend to break
those associations of ideas, which bind our hearts to earthly
scenes; and it will prepare the way for the introduction of a
train of thought favorable to devotional exercises, to self-
examination, to humility, to love to God, and benevolence to
mankind.



Who will say that all these are unimportant? What parent
is there who does not see and feel the importance of accustoming
his children to this change? But the change of employment ought
to be so managed; as to produce delight and pleasure in the mind
of a child. There are many parts of the Scriptures that might
be narrated to great advantage, and in such a manner as to
attract the attention, and at the same time exhibit the excellency
of the Divine character, law and government, and expose the evil
nature of sin in all its deformities. The Sabbath ought not to
be imposed on the mind of a child, as a day of wearisome idleness,
or of gloomy restraint; but it ought to be a day of fariliar inter-
course with children, to lead up their little hearts to rejoice in
Him who made them;--to call up their attention to contemplate on
the goodness of the Deity, in setting apart a day of rest, and to
endeavour to introduce those trains of thought, which are connected
with tne emotions of love and gratitude. Time and plate have an
influence on the mind, by introducing similar associations of
ideas: Hence arises the advantage of attending public worship;
in considering the house of God a divine sanctuary,--the gate of
Heaven,--a place where God delights to own and to bless his people.

Every prayer that is offered for divine grace, and assistance,
to enable us to conquer the evil proPensities, and froward dis-
positions to which'we are so unhappily prone, introduces a con-
nexion of ideas favorable to virtue: Hence the advantage of
devoting the evening and morning, for a few minutes, to religious
duties; for they are the best preservatives against temptation.
They tend to interrupt, at least, for a moment, our associations
with sensual pursuits: For "inattention to moral duties, will
soon grow into negligence,--negligence will soon be con-
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firmed into a habit, and that habit will soon become an evil that
cannot be cured."* Hence the importance of placing children
under the care of instructors who are persons of sound principles,
of discreet morals; of :ober deportment, and whose characters
and examples are worthy of imitation. The mind of a child should
be shaping towards morality, before it will receive moral in-
structi'on. Like the ground of the husbandman, it must be tilled,
and prr'tparly prepared, before it will produce a crop. The parent
who p-laces his chil,dren under ignorant, licentious, or unskilful
teachers, incapable of directing the tender mind aright, may be
compared to the unprofitable servant, or to the sluggard whose
fields are permitted to grow up with briars and thorns and nettles.

This is a day when every thing is in ferment. The enemies
of order and social happiness are coming in like a flood. Prayer
is the Christian's weapon, his only armour of defence, when Zion
is called to mourning'. It is now a time when professing Christians
are called upon to unite in their supplications, that the Lord
would lift up his standard against them. It must be the ardent
desire to every friend of order, to leave the world as well as he
found it,--to bequeath to his children the precious legacy which
he has inherited from his ancestors. But supplications are un-
availing without exertions. The great business of education must
begin at home, in properly educating our children of the rising
generation. Every professing christian has relative duties to
discharge, in giving seasonable advice, counsel,and direction,
not only to their children, but to all the visible members of
Christ's family.

What a charming amusement must it be to a fond

*Dr. Dwight.
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Mother, to be moulding the minds of her tender offspring, and
preparing them for refined happiness?--The young sapling, that
is left to be browsed upon, trampled on, and run over by every
beast of the field, Will rarely grow into a tree fit for any
use only to be burnt: Just so it is with a child, that is ne-
glected and left unrestrained, unadvised, and uneducated; he will
grow up at random, bu,!-, he will carry in his own bosom the fuel
that wiT1 one day consume him.--What account can such parents
render, for their neglects of seasonable instruction, in the
first years of their children; or, for what is still worse, for
their iniudicious management, when the first impressions ought
to have been made?

That Education, which consists of knowing the modes and
fashions of the world, or tkat which is obtained by reading novels
and modern romances, serves only to inflate the mind with high
and false notions, and to lead the fancy to dream over the future
bliss, and gratifications of an imaginary scene, to be awakened
only in disappointment. Can such a Mother acquit her conscience,
and bid her last adieu, with a tranquil mind and a composed heart,
in reflecting that she has taught her daughter only to glitter on
the eye, and to adjust the decklings of her vanity?

Let it now be inquired, whether a reformation can, in any
way, be effected? Whether something may not be done, to promote
more morality, and better the dondition of society?

As soon as the rising generation have stepped on to ,the stage,
and the business of government shall be under their direction; and
it shall so happen that a majority of them shall have become
corrupted in-manners, and in principle;--will not then the Sabbath
be more and more profaned,--the Bible for-
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gotten,--public Worship neglected, till it shall be brought into
disuse. Then, may we not reasonably expec. a total withdrawment
of the energies of Divine grace,--and the people of our once
happy State, left to eat of the fruit of their own ways, and to
be filled with their own devices? But to prevent, or at least
to protract an evil so justly impending, and threatening an
ungrateful and guilty people,--let it be recommended,

Fire--That every Church have special seasons of Prayer for
the rising generation.

Seconc4--That the Pastors, and Members of the Churches, be
careful to set good eicamples, and strive to render themselves
friendly, familiar and affectionate, towards the young, as the
most effectual mean for engaging their attention, and imparting
useful instruction.

Thirdr-That every Church appoint a Committee, for the purpose
of assisting their Pastor in catechising children, and administering
instruction, and communicating religious knowledge to them, in the
intermission, at noon, on the Sabbath, and at other times, as
.opportunity may offer; and that all professing Parents endeavour
to encourage, and feel themsleves in duty bound to send their
children to such meetings, as may be appointed for their instruction. -

Fourtk--That every Church endeavour to procure and distribute
among the children, such cheap religious tracts, as may be suited
to inform their understandings and to mend their hearts.

Fift4,--That it be recommended to the Overseers or Visitors
of Schools, to be careful, that no persons
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be introduced as Instructors, who disbelieve the Scriptures of
the Old and New Testament, to be of Divine original; but that
they endeavour to furnish our schools with teachers, who are
discreet and prudent in their deportment; who are of sober morals,
and possessing correct principles, and whose examples are worthy
of imitation.

That peace and harmony may abound,--that Divine grace may
be diffused,--that the Religion of Christ Jesus may be promoted,--
our inestimable privileges secured, and our temporal and spiritual
blessings extended, is rur fervent prayer.

JOSHUA WILLIAMS,
AMOS CHASE,
EBENEZER PORTER, Committee.
JAMES MORRIS,

*****************************************************************
In CONSOCIATION, WATERTOWN, June 6, A. D. 1805.

VOTED, THAT the foregoing ESSAY, and Report, be accepted,...
and that the same be printed.

Signed per Order,
JEREMIAH DAY, Moderator.

Attet,...Joseph E. Campi
James Morris Scribes.
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Mr. Doggett's Discourse
Simeon Doggett, jun. A.T1:.
1796
F. Spooner: Newbedford, 1797

...the objects which education ought to embrace first catch out attention.
These objects, I conceive, are, principally, Literature and Morality: bythe former to inform and direct the understanding; by the latter to meliorate
the heart, to conform the affections, will, and conduct to the rules of
recitutde, or will of our Maker and Great Moral Governor."

"I cannot forbear adding Manner, as another object which education ought toembrace."

"Female education is another particular very essential as a means to its
general, and fnr advancement."

"Such then, my friends, being the immense value of education, let all embarkin its cause. Let government and able in6ividuals offer their patronage andencouragement. Let perents exhaust their tenderest affections in this gloriouswork. Let teachers realize and carefully discharge the amazing rcsnonsibilitywhich lies upon them. Let both sexes equally share in those exhertions; let
them be begun early, and at no time be lost."

Education should provide for development of character: the total person.

1. Maintains the aims of education to be concerned with literature and morality,science, and manner.

2. Education affords access to the highest achievements of man and provides fordevelopment of character -- the total person.

3. Education is important to the good functioning of government. Page 15.

4. Essay also discusses the time of entrance into school, female education,
page 19; instructional method, page 21. However, just a passing treatment
of these. Very short.
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/171 a meeting of the Trustees of Bristol Academy, held inthe Academy, on Monday, the 18th of Ju1y, A. D. 1796.

VOTED, That Mr. Joseph Tisdale, Apollos Leonard, Esq.Doct. Perez Fobes, JaMes Williams, Esq. and the Hon. SethPadelford, Esq. be a Committee to wait on Mr. Doggett, andrequest of him, for the press, a copy of the DISCOURSE this
day delivered, on the Dedication of the Academy.

JAMES WILLIAMS,
Secretary to the Trustees.

A

DISCOURSE

on

EDUCATION,

delivered at the

DEDICATION and OPENING

of

BRISTOL ACADEMY

The 18th day of July, A. U. 1796.

****h*****h*******h*

By SIMEON DOGGETT, Jun, A. M.

h*******h*h**h******

Delightful taskl to rear the tender thought, to teach the
young idea how to shoot, and pour the fresh instruction
o'er the mipd. THOMPSON.

Newbedford (Massa.)--Printed by J. SPOONER.

1797.

'71;:11
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TO THE

Trustees of BristoZ.Academy,

THE FOLLOWING

D'ISCOURS E,
AS A SMALL TOKEN OF HIS

GRATITUDE AND RESPECT,

IS HUMBLY INSCRIBED,

BY THEIR SINCERE FRIEND,

SIMEON DOGGETT, jun.

A***W****************************************************

'TIS EDUCATION FORMS THE COMMON MIND: JUST AS THE TWIG IS
BENT THE TREE'S INCLIN'D.

POPE.

CITIZENS & FRIENDS,

THE abundant diffidence and anxiety, which, at all times,
so justly belong to me, are, at die present, partly lost in the
flow of sympathetic joy and gratitude, which animate my heart
to felicitate you on this happy meeting. While some of our
fellow-creatures are roaming in the gloomy forest as beasts of
prey; or, in wild enthusiasm and dark superstition, celebrating
the rites of idol and unknown gods; or exulting, with barbarous
pleasure, in the excruciating torture of captive enemies: while
millions are draging out a miserable existence in the dreary
countries of ignorance and despotism, or more awfully bleeding
under the cursed lash of slavery; and others, with unfeeling
hearts, wantonly rioting upon these sufferings of their brother-
creatures, and the bounties of Heaven: while thousands arearmed with the implements of death in order

332
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to cut and mangle the bodies of their fellow-men, and to shedeach others blood, and whole nations are experiencing all thehorrors of war: we, my Friends, in the ample enjoyment ofnational liberty, prosperity and peace, are, t)is day convenedby an occasion connected with every thing great and Valuableto man. This day, by the munificience of an all-wise anddirecting Providence, we celebrate the Dedication of a literaryinstitution: an institution, which, by the grace of God, wewould sacredly consecrate to literature, virtue, and the truedignity of man. Every circumstance of the occasion is calcu-lated to touch the most noble feelings of our nature; to sublimeour hearts to the throne of God on the swift wings of gratitudeand love. And while the occasion irresistibly claims a tributeof gratitude to the Father of lights and God of all grace; atthe same time, it claims more irresistibly, if possible, ourmost ardent prayers; that the God of science, order and virtue,would enable and dispose us ever to hold in view the sublime
objects to which our institution is, this day, solemnly con-secrated; and that those, who are more immediately concerned, mayby endowed from on high, with all that wisdom and fortitude,which, from time to time, may be necessary to direct the institu-tion in the ways of truth and virtue. Neither can those, who
are intimately concerwed in the prosperity of the Academy, restits consecration to knowledge and virtue, on thanksgiving
7

and prayer alone; they will be constrained, from the powerfulvoice of duty and interest, to co-operate with the all-bountiful
hand of Providence, by their most ardent resolutions, andspirited exertions.

THUS congratulating each other on the opening of our promisingSeminary, and, together with thanksgiving, by prayer and piousresolutions, sacredly dedicating it to literature and morality,our minds are naturally arrested by the great, the all-interestingsubject of Education---Here the importance of education, at once,opens upon our view a wide field, rich with many of the mostinteresting particulars.
EXPATIATING in this delightful field, the objects which

education ought to embrace first catch our attention. Theseobjects, I conceive, are, principally, Literature and Morality:by the former to inform and direct the understanding; by thelatter to meliorate the heart, to conform the affections, will'',and conduct to the rules of rectitude, or will of our Maker andgreat Moral Governor.
WHATEVER might have been the reason, either some deiciencyin those who have been employed in conducting youth. or an ideathat the heart is unalterable otherwise than by an immediatemiracle of the Divine hand, or some other reason, it is a mel-ancholy truth, that the morality of youth has not been considered,so much as their literature, the province of the instructor.

While unwearied pains
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have been taken to give learning to youth; to give them skill
in the arts, and knowledge in the sciences; the habitudes of
the heart,their dispositions, tastes, and sentiments, on which
moral character is grafted, have been too much-neglected. There
is doubtless great connection between truth and virtue, between
the understanding and the moral habitudes of the soul; so that
by informing the understanding there is strong probability that
the morality will be improved: yet it must be confessed that
this connection is not an inseperable one; since we have the
unhappiness, sometimes, to see gentlemen of the first learning
and abilities, the lowest sunk in depravity and vice. We have
the-unhappiness, sometimes, to see souls widely expanded in
knowledge, awfully maculated with the dark shades of vice;
angles in understanding, devils in conduct. Hence we see educa-
tion, which is designed to prepare youth for the sequel of life,
to render them useful, respectable, and happy, will be immensely
deficient, unless it be professedly extended to their morality,
as well as their literature. The constitution of human nature
proves the propriety and importance of doing this. The prominent
principles of our nature are those of Imitation and Habit. Youth
are ever learning to do what they see others around them doing,
and these imitations grow into habits. Fact and experience prove
to us that every function of the body, every faculty and capacity
of the mind are, more or less,

9

affected and directed by imitation and habit. How infinitely
important then is it, in early youth, when every power, and
capacity is pliable, and susceptible of any direction or im-
pression, so to manage education, that imitation may turn the
young mind to virtue as well as knowledge, and habit confirm
him in both. Not only then are we to educate our youth in
arts and sciences, but also, as faith the Apostle, -En the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.

BEING so convinced of its consequence, I cannot forbear
adding Manner, as another object which education ought to
embrace. Tho' the,head be filled with science, and the heart
with sentiment, though knowledge and virtue mark every trait
of the character, constraint and aukwardness of manner will, in
a measure, render the person forbiding and repulsive, lesson
his influence, and det act from his usefulness. Hence while
education strives to form the mind to learning and virtue, it
will not fail to embellish both With the ornaments of ease and
grace of manner. One blessed with such an education, will
command that influence which his substantial acquirements justly
challenge, and will diffuse, wherever he goes, light, virtue,
love and joy.

HAVING pointed at the great objects which education ought
to embrace, the importance of it will more fully appear by
opening our eyes upon that dignity and happiness which the
Creator designed for the human race. When we analize man,
raptures of sol-
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emn joy and gratitude must fill our hearts to see what greatness,sublimity, glory and happiness our faithful Creator designed forhim! The erect posture, the curious and wonderful structure,and the commanding countenance of man, all indicate the superiorpowers of his soul. As an intellectual being, how wonderful isman! Through his senses, as so many windows to his dark body,the knowledge of the material world is beamed upon his mind. Byreflecting on the powers and operations of his own mind, he risesto a knowledge of the spiritual world, of angels, of God. Bydiscernment and reasoning he sees the agreement and disagreementof his ideas; the broad effulgence of knowledge and truth illumineand expand his soul. Curiosity urges his ardent pursuits ofknowledge, and, through an equisite sense of truth, his feelingsare enraptured with her view. By memory he calls from oblivionscenes that are past; from experience corrects his errors, andreenjoys the delights of life. His imagination wings his soulwith fire; traverses all that is grand and sublime in the universe;ascends the skies, surveys the shining orbes and bright intel-ligencies of immensity, and,frou nature, rises to nature's God.As an acitve and moral being, still more wonderful is man! Hisbody, formed to a variety of operation, is pliable and energetic;his mind is quick and powerful as the electric spark. His soulis winged with the most animating passions. Desire of happines5and aversion to misery,

11

love and hatred, hope and fear, rouse all tha faculties of man,and command his greatest, noblest exertions. Implanted in theheart is conscience, the monitor of Heaven, as by the hand ofGod, diffusing peace and joy through the virtuous soul; andpunishing vice by the torture of remorse, and the awful fore-bodings of guilt. Thus endowed, man has the honour of beingmade capable of religion; of rising to a knowledge of theinvisible God, the Creator and Governor of the uni'verse, ofhis attributes and will; capable of the sublime affectionsof piety, of gratitude and love, adoration and obedience. Tocomplete the dignity and happiness of man, God hath constitutedhim a free and moral agent; while supporting, delegated to hismind an ample, an unembarrassed power to direct all his activefaculites. So exalted is the human race in the scale of beings,that while the Creator, of his other works said, They were verygood; of man He saith, In the image of God created He him! Ifwe, for a moment, look without us, we shall be still fartherconvinced of the dignity and happiness designed for our race.Man is constituted king of earth. Hence the revolving seasons,the air and fOuld Of heaven, the vast Ocean and its inhabitants, andthe cattle upon a thousand hills, all bespeak his glory. But ifwe just glance an eye of faith into our holy religion, what hashitherto been said of human greatness dwindles to a point. Herewe find Zife and immortality, beyond the grave, brought to light.
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Here we find, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things, the dignity
and happiness, which God hath prepared for the virtuous.
And, what is more than all, that all the human race might
be raised to this invisible height of perfection, the blesed
Emmanuel, the only Son and image of God, left his throne in
heaven for a humble residence on earth; assumed humanity,
and even died to disembarrass us from thoszl depravities,
which might s'ully our glory.

SUCH are the greatness and value of human nature, and
such her powers and capacities. But where, in this world,
is much of all this known, or realized and enjoyed? The
experience of fact replies, only there, where have been en-
joyed the blessings of education. All these intellectual,
active, and moral powers and capacities, experience shows
us, are under the influence of the great principles of
IMITATION and HABIT, which Deity, for the wisest purposes,
implanted in our nature; and hence, by the powerful hand of
a well-directed education, and due attention, may be vastly
heightened and improved; or, by neglect and vicious in-
dulgence depressed, enervated, if not finally destroyed.
Let us, for a moment, look at the savage of the wilderness
natively possessed of all this dignity and value of nature,
but 1,- ouched by the moulding hand of education. Destitute
of a,, the arts of civilized life, he roves a naked animal
in the uncultivated forest. His intellectual powers ly-
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ing unexercised and undirected, his ideas, his language, and
his knowledge are confined within the small compass of his
chase. His passions undisciplined, are ungovernable, impetuous,
and awful. Ignorant of his own origin and value, of God and
religion, he adores the sun and stars, and bends his knee to
the rude image formed by his own unskilful hand. And not
only is the heart, which embraces the whole family of man,
constrained to weep over millions of the human race, who,
through the deficiency of education, are low sunk in barbarity;
but even in civilized life, where the means of education,
and the light of religion are enjoyed, even among the highly
privileged Americans, the tear of humanity is frequently
started, to see many of our brethren, some of whom the most
excellent of nature's works, through the neglect of education,
and by bad example, in a situation almost as pitiable as that
of the roving Tartar. How infinitely different is the
character of him, whom a well-conducted education, and due
attention, and the grace of God, have brought upon the stage
of action! In him all the noble powers and capacities of
human nature are improved and exalted, and still progressing.
Truth and knowledge illumine and expand his mind. Hs under-
standing is broad as the heavens. Swayed by reason, his
imagination and his passions are calm, and regular as -L:e
heavenly orbs. Unshackled by superstition, his candour is
diffusive as the light. His
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conscience unhurt by the Torpedo of vice, is tender and
delicate as the sensitive pt. Freed from prejudice,
his faith, founded on evidence, is firm as the eyeriasting
mountains. Flowing from conviction, his morality is steady
as the sun in his course. His zeal and devotion, being
according to knowledge, are, without enthusiasm, uniform,
rational, sublime. Such an one is dignified and happy in
himself, honourable to his connections, useful to the world,
loved, and respected by all, blessed of Heaven, and pre-
paring for the society of angels in the city of God.

BUT the field of the importance of education is not
yet fully explored. Widening our view upon nations, still
greater objects arrest our attention. What but the blessings
of education raise the improved and civilized nation's of

Europe so far above the roving tribes of Africa? Tho' the
arts of civilized life may originate from necessity, yet it
is by the improvements of knowledge that their principles
are investigated, without which they never will be carried
to any considerable perfection. The principles unfolded by
mechanical philosrphy have given birth to all that variety
of machinery by which labour is abridged, and the arts of
life improved. Commerce very much owes her existence to the
advancement of science. By this means the vast ocean is
navigated, the most distant nA.tions, which it flows between,
made acquainted with each other, an,1 their various productions
exchanged to the advantage of both. In

15

short, "in civilized life every thing is effected by art and
skill," both which, in a great measure, are the gifts of ed-
ucation---"Whence, by the way, a person who is provided with
neither, (and neither can be acquired without exercise and
instruction) will be useless; and he that is useless will
generally be, at the same time, mischievous to the community.
So that to send an uneducated child into the world is in-
jurious to the rest of mankind; it is little better than to
turn out a mad dog, or a wild beast into the streets."

BUT the infinite importance of education, in a national
view, appears in still brighter colours, from this eternal
truth, That the mode of government in any nation, will always
be moulded by the state of education. The throne of tyranny
is founded on ignorance. Literature and liberty go hand in
hand. Every ray of knowleage which darts through the dark
cloud of ignorance that rests on an inslaved nation, threatens
death to the despot. The dark ages of gothecism opened an
ample field for ecclesiastical tyranny. While the Pope of
Rome and hiF satellites established, in the ignorant minds of
Europe, the doctrine of the Pope's infallibility, that he was
Peter's successor, vicegerent of Christ, and held the keys of
heaven, the kings of Europe trembled be'cre him, and iaid
their treasures at his feet. As the sun of science has been
rising upon Europe, the patial throne has been melting; and

prospect now is, that his holiness will soon be no more.
In those dark ages also, the ridiculous
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doctrine of the divine right of kings being instilled into
the ignorant mind, the authority of despots beCame the
authority of God, and their subjects prepared tamely to
suffer every indignity. But as the increase of knowledge
has gradually given those nations better notions of the
equal rights of men, tyranny has been proportionally de-
clining. Let general information, and a just knowledge of
the rights of man be diffused through the great bulk of

.

the people in any nation, and it will not be in the power
of all the combined despots on earth to enslave them. Of
this truth France may be an example. Of the influence of
education on government, the history of our own nation
affords us a most happy specimen. Convinced of the vast
consequence of literature our pious ancestors gave the
earliest attention to the education of their youth. By
this means, information was generally diffused through
the-Colonies, and many of our citizens were profound in
science, the rights of man, the histories of nations, and
political wisdom. Thus guarded, vain were the attempts
of Britain to oppress us. Separation was the consequence;
independence the issue. Guided by the,same potent hand of
literature, our lives are crowned with a government which
secures to us all the blessings of society, and civ'l
liberty. That we may transmit to posterity our happy gov-
ernment pure and uncorrupted, let the glories of education
ever be our theme.

17

WERE it not unneco3sary to say more on this head, the
inestimable value of educa.i:ion would still vastly magnify
by viewing its connection with our holy religioh.

THOUGH at first, christianity was miraculously sent
from heaven to earth, by the hand of a glorious mediator,
the continuation and propagation of it, in the world, depends,
under Providence, almost entirely on education. "Christianity
is an historical religion, founded on facts which are related
to have passed, upon discourses which were held, and letters
Which were wi**tten, in a remote age, and distant country. The
records of these things are preserved in.languages, which have
long ceased to be spoken in any part of the world." Obvious
it is then that education, and moSt probably the clergy, are
necessary to perpetuate the evidences of our holy religion,
and to interpret those ancient writings, in which this religion
is contained.

NOT to dwell longer on this most copious head; filled with
the infinite consequence of education to man, the mind is
naturally turned, and most powerfully excited to consider )e
way and means by which it may be most succes.fully advancec.

ONE of the most important particulars is, that the great
work of education be begun in early life. As soon as the powers
and capacities of the mind begin to unfold, the directing and
fostering hand of education should be applied. The time of
human life is
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too short and valuable to suffer a moment of it to pass

away viithout improvement. Besides, the work of acquiring

a good education, filling the mind with knowledge, and

moulding it into virtuous habits, is a work of vast labour.

Life is short; science and improvement infinite.

NOT only so, but such is the constitution of nature,

the young mind can not be stationary. The great principles

of imitation and habit will operate. Hence, if the skilful

hand of education does not, as its faculties unfold, turn

the mind right, by directing these principles, they will,

through bad example and indulgence, turn it wrong. And,

what is more, the turn, which the young mind receives while

it is tender and pliable, and its powers and capacities are

unfolding and maturing, is very stubborn, and, probably,

will, in a measure, continue until, and, awful thoughtl be-

yond death. Perhaps under five years of age, some impressions

and principles are set upon the mind and manners of the child,

which he will carry through life, Experience.has, long since,

drawn this observation into a decided maxim. A great poet

expresses thus:
"Tis education forms the'common mind;
"Just as the twig.is.bent, the tree's

And one, who, for almost three thousand years. as been

renowned for his superior wisdom, has left us this all-inter-

esting maxim, in still more'decisive terms. Train up a

child in the way he should go;

19

and when he is oZd, he will not depart from it. Upon these

principles it is that we so urgently recommend early education.

Upon these principles it also is, that a late education is

encumbered with many embarrassments. Entering late upon

education, the Scholar not only has his learning to obtain,

but bad habits and erroneous prejudices to correct. Very few

have abilities adequate to the arduous task. Though such an

one may become accurate in theory, it is lucky if his old

habits do not cause him to blunder in practice. Though his

'.nowledge may be fine, he is very liable to have his manner

constrained, and his execution.bad.
FEMALE education is another particular very essential

as a means to its general, and far advancement.

WE have seen, education ought to begin with the begin-

ning of understanding. At this eventful period of life, the

little folks are in the arms of their mothers. Has the mother

been well educated, is the tender parent a good preseptress,

the fortunate child is at the best .s.chool in the universe,

while in its mother's lap. As the faculties of the young mind

expand, she will with a delicate and 3ki1ful hand nurture and

direct it to knowledge and virtue. The pupil being constantly

with, and strongly attached to the mother, will assume her as

an example of perfection, and imitate her every look, word, and

gesture. These imitations will soon gro.,,, into habits,

339
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and probably fix traitt upon the child's mind, speech, and
manners, which will be durable as life. Hence the maxim,
as is the parent so is the child; and hence the inconceivable
consequence of female.education.

BESIDE, such is the happy constitution of nature, that
wherever Ladies are highly improved by a well directed and
refined education, there the gentlemen will soon become so.
It is an aphorism, which it must be confessed carries much
truth with it, that the fair part of creation rule-the world.
-Would they, guided by the wise dictates of a virtuous edu-
cation, give their approbation only to those who were, (con-
sidering their circumstances) duly informed and virtuous, we
might v,nture to affirm, scarcely an uneducated, irregular
man would be seen in sotiety. Permit me then, Ladies, to
say, on you it very much rests to fix the boundaries of human
improvement, The Creator hath put it in your power to reform
the world. Let not the idle, diss-ipated character share your
caresses, and tLe work is done. Doing this, you will have the
honour of doing more than all the magistrates, moralists, and
preachers in the world.

WHEN we consider the dignity, value, and happiness a
good education adds to the human mind, how surprising it is
that, in this, one half of the human race have been so basely
neglected!---especially when %.fe consider how a refined edu-
cation in

21

them reforms the world. This doubtless is a trait of barbar-
ity. In the savage state, where strength is honour, the deli-
cate female is depressed far below the dignity of her rank.
As civilization and improvement advance in families or nations,
female education gains ground, Ladies assume their proper rank,
and command respect. Happy am I to observe this trait of bar-
barity in our country, rapidiy wearing away. May that glorious
era soon commence, when a virtuous and refined education shall
adorn the fair daughters of America--then dissipated gallantry
shall be banished society, and modest virtue be triumphant.

IT is obvious to observe, that Good Instruction is another
very essential particular in the means of advancing education.

IT is as easy for the scholar to learn right as wrong.
Let him be taught right, and his learning will be so of course.
Whether he be so or not, the scholar, as he ought, thinks his
teacher is right; l'ollows his precepts, and copies his axample.
On these truths the following general rule is erected for the
election ot Instructors: -Such a character, as you would wi'M
your child to be, choose for his instructor. Would you wish
your child to be a blunderer and a guesser in learning, without
points or accuracy; thus let his instructor be, and the work is
done. Would you wish him vulgar in his dictio horrid in his
pronunciation, and aukward in his manners; then choose an
instructor of such a mouli.

400
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But, as better suited to this enlightened age, in which
we have the happiness of living, do you wish, as I am
persuaded you do, to have your children right and accurate
in their learning, easy and graceful in their manners, and
sentimental and regular in their morals, then choose fortheir Instructor, a scholar, and gentleman, and a christian,
and your ardent and noble wishes, by the blessings of
Heaven, Oill be gratified.

IT is most painful and gloomy to the patriot and phil-
anthropist, to observe, that the instuction of our youth has,
through mistake, or deficiency of patronage, too generally
fallen into inadequate hands. But we are animated, happy in
the consideration, that the good sense of the people is now
rapidly correcting this mistake. Raptures of entnusiasm fill
our hearts in anticipating the golden era, when Socrateses
shall again be school-masters.

BUT in addition to good instruction, there must be greatattention and exertion on the part of the scholar.
WHERE the ,.ork to be performed is great, the time toperform it in short, and the rewP.rd ample, every possible

exertion is naturally called into act. This, my young Friends,
is your situation, who are making t:le first advances in educa-tion. Your object, as you have already seen, is most greatand noble: it is the improvement of your natures in everything amiable, virtuous, and praise-worthy; that you may
23

be satisfied with, and happy in yourselves, joy to your parents,honor to your instructors, useful in this world, and happy inthe next. To obtain that good education, which'secures thesegreat objects, is an amazing work: a work which calls for
your greatest attention, care, resolution, industry, and mostardent prayers. Many difficulties are to be encountered, manyself-denials assumed. The hill of a literary and virtuouseducation is, in some parts, steep, craggy, and laborious.But be not discouraged; its assent is more easy as you advance,
and its sublime summit is irradiated with a broad effulgence ofglory. On this summit fix your eyes, aid no exertions will
seem too great, no attention tedious.

ESPECIALLY will this laborious attention be urged upon you,by the consideration of the shortness of youth. When the ageof manhood arrives, as it soon will, the great objects of life,profession, domestic establishment and cares, duties to yourcountry, and extended connections will crowd upon you, andcommand your attention. The age of youth, when the mind isfree from all these cares, is the time which God hath appointedto obtain education, and prepare for manhood. This time is tooshort and precious to squander a moment of it, in useless triflesand amusements. It is a mistake that youth is the age for i6le-ness and diversion: it is the age for education, on which de-pend your future prosperity, and greatness.
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I have reserved for the last place, one of the mostessentiA means to the promotion of literature, I mean,that of the encouragement and patronage of Government, andgentlemen of distinction and ability.HONOUR and profit are objects which have a very com-manding influence on the minds of men. Let the governmentof a nation, and its able characters, who have these tobestow, amply confer them on teachers, and virtuous literarymerit; and that nation will soon become distinguished ineducationGentlemen of the first character and abilitieswill aspire to the noble profession of instructing youth--Youth will be animated, enthusiastic in their attention,and thousands of citizens ,-ulous in the course of improve-ment. The golden ages of literature, which are immortalizedon the page of history, in Greece, Rome, Florence, Franceand England, all are replete with facts which testify to ustheyvast consequence of this encouragemer and patronage.But We need not go to distant ages and naL.ons for the proofof this; our own prosperous country affords us a sufficientone. Those Staces in the Union are the most distinguishedfor the general diffusion of information, where the Legislatureof the State and able individuals hav2 been the most active andlibPv'al in their encouragement and patronage. I presume weshall not injure our sister states if we say Massachusettsjustly claims a rank among those

25

of tilis description. Numerous, noble and distinguished aretile monuments of her exertion in the glorious cause of edu-cation. On these we might exhaust the language of panegyric;but the recent instance of the libe-al patronage of literature,which ornamants Bristol County, and felicitates our presentmeeting, more immediately commands our gratitude, and claimsa tribute of acknowledgment. The voice of duty is, let themagnanimous sentiments of patriotism be a grateful return---The voice of duty also calls for a grateful tribute to thenoble patronage of individuals, with whom the Government haveintrusted their character and liberal deposite---And, I pre-sume, with my own, I shall gratify the feelings of my audience,if I add, as another claim of our gratitude, the spirited, but,disinterested exertions of a distinguished character,* who ncwblesses another clime.
PERMIT me to say Gentlemen, by accepting the honourableappointment of Trustees to our infant Seminary, you 4-cept agreat and Solemn trust. The expectations of the communityare justly upon you. On you it rests to manage the Institution,that it may, under your auspices, effect the all-importantobjects for which God, and our Legislature designed it; thediffusion of knowledge and virtue, among our fellow citizens.Your talk ic arduous, your responsibility'is great; but thedignity of tne object, will not fail to animate the generoushear,: with reso-

*General. DAVID COBBS, who remov,d from Taunton to Gould-bury,*in the Province of Maine, a fe.o weeks before the Academywas opened.
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lution, teal, and unremitting perseverance. With such anobject in view, you have on your side the good wishes andardent prayers of all the virtuous; you have on your side,the Providence of that God, who is the great Father of Lights,,and Conductor of the Universe. Persevere then with the same -spirited, noble exertions with which you have begun; that3ristol Academy may, in the diffusion of literature and moral-ity, be a great and permanent blessing to the county and com-munity, and hold an honourable rank among the flourishingSeminaries which adorn and bless our country.IMPRESSED with grateful sentiments for the attentionand candour of this large and respectable audience, and con-vinced of the infinite consequence of education to us all, Icannot but beg leave, in the close of our subject, again tocall your attention to it. It is from the want of education,that, notwithstanding the native dignity of human nature,millions of our race are now low sunk in barbarity; clothedwith the unwrought skins of animals, subsisting, as beasts ofprey, by the precarious events of the chase, covered withlittle else than the canopy of heaven, exposed to all theelements of nature, hostile, and Awfully cruel in their dis-positions, ignorant of their orig or destination, of theone un7y living and true God, and Lord Jesus Christ,worshiping idols, and living and dying but a little exaltedabove the beasts of the forest. It is from the want of edu-cation, and so of a just knowledge of the rights of man, thatalmost the whole of the hicii_n race have, from their firstcreation to the pre-

27

sent day, been draging out existence under the iron sceptreso tyrant r. and despots, and bleeding under the cursed lash co:::slavery. It is from the want of education, or from an erroneousone, that the pure religion of Jesus has been sr.-: basely maculated,and debased with superstition and absurdity. T , kingdom ofantichrist was laid in ignorance; and by this the Pope oq :ome,for more than a thousand years, swayed the horrid sceptrL .)fecclesiastical tyranny, over all the nations of Christendom.It is from the want of a right education, that we have thehumilition and great unhappiness, to see many of our fellowcitizens inveloped in darkness and prejudice; many wretchedbetween the demands of idleness and poverty; many most shock-ingly debased in the corruptions of obscenity; many, for theiroutrages on society, draging the chain in the horrid dungeon,or suspended on the shameful gallows; many devoted to dissipation,and the gratification of ungovernable appetites and passions.In short, it seems not too much to say, that almost all thevices and evils of life may be traced back either to the wantof an education, or an erroneous one.BUT how refulgent is the contrst of a right education!By this all the dignified faculties of man are improved, anddirected ,,owards that exalted state of perfection and happinessfor which the Creator designed him. By this he becomes con-scious of his own dignity, and rises into self-satisfaction,and enjoyment. By this he becomes useful to the world, a crownof glory to his friends, and respected and loved by all. Bythis he becomes acquainted with

403



353

28

the wonderful works of God, which are every where spread
around him--and by this he becomes acquainted with our
holy religion, is impressed with its precepts, and directedto heaven. By education nations enjoy all the blessings of
society. Agriculture, manufactures, and commerce, which
bless mankind with all the necessaries and conveniencies
of life, are perfected by the all-powerful hand of education.By this also the government of a nation is moulded, and itscitizens rise to a knowledge of the rights of man, and the
enjoyment of civil liberty. In short, by this only, a nationis made happy at home, and respectable abroad.

SUCH then, my friends, being the immense value of edu-
cation, let all embark in its cause. Let government, andable individual offer their patronage and encouragewent.Let parents exhaust their tenderest affections in this
glorious work. Let techers realize and carefully dischargetile amazing responsibility which lies upon them. Let both
sexes equally share in those exertions; let them be begun
early, and no time be lost. Let youth be impressed with thevalue of a good education, and the laborious attention necessaryto acquire it. Let their exertions be measured by the greatness
and value of the work, and the brevity and value of the morningof life, and correspondent to the anxious wishes, prayers and
exertions of their parents and instructors. As all of us areequally interested in the great and common cause, let us, inheart and hand, unite to advance it, and the blessigns of Godwill attend us.

AMEN.
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Importance of Education
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"The Academy is an elevation which extends the literary
horizon, and brings into distant View the region of science;
but the path to the heights of this region lies through the

University. Here it is thetwilight of the morning, there
the splendor of median day; here a few faint blossoms may
be collected, there the flowers expand, ripen, and yield
their fruit."

"Knowledge is valuable as it brings you acquainted with the
works and ways of God, assists your apprehensions of moral truth and
moral duty, and aids your progress towards the goal of human
perfection. Open then your hearts to the seeds of truth, of
useful knowledge, and of christian virtue; cherish their growth,
that nourished by the dew of heaven in you they may yie: their
richest harvest."

Education is an antidote for immoral activity; all education
is basically moral education.

1. Oiscusses the importance of education for socialization
and aculturation.

2. Proposes that education is an antidote for immoral activity.
Education therefore is basically moral education. The
author thinks this is as it should be, as it has to be.
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Rev. Mr. SUMNER'S ADDRESS.

On the morning of the_4th July, 1806, the Corporation of
LEICESTER ACADEMY met to open a New Building for
the use of that Institution. The TRUSTEES, PRECEPTORS
and STUDENTS formed in procession, and proceeded to
take possession of the Edifice, upon which the Rev. Mr,
SUMNER, President of the Academy, delivered the fol-
lowing ADDRESS to the Students and Spectators.

0

On the 23d. of March 1784 Leicester Academy was
established by the Government of this Commonwealth for
the pih'pose of ddffusing useful knowledge, and the pro-
motion of virtue and true piety. Soon after the Charter
was granted, the seminary was opened and was in a flour-
ishing condition until the want of energy in the confedera-
tion of the U. States, and the tumults that existed in this
State, so far destroyed public credit, as to render the
resources of this Institution unproductive, and for a
time it was shut up; and so it must have remained had
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it not been for the exertions of individuals, and par-
ticularly of the Inhabitants of Leicester. By means ofwhich it was kept alive, until the Federal Constitution
was framed, and the Federal Government established, which
restored public credit, and of course revived this insti-
tution; since which time it has prospered, and many havehere been trained up to take active, and useful parts upon-the stage of life; many have been furnished to become
instructors of private Schools, others have been prepared
to enter upon professional studies, and not a few have
been fitted to become members of College and Universities.
When a new buildino was found necessary for the accomodation
of the Preceptors and Students, and the funds were judged
competent to the expense, it was undertaken. On the 14th
of May 1805, the Corner Stone of this Edifice was laid,since which time, this superstructure has been erected there-
on--convenient and sufficiently elegant; of which we this
day take possession for the use of this Academy, agreeably
to the charter. We add our ardent wishes, that it may longstand, and be an extensive blessing for ages yet to come--a pure fountain, from which may issue such streams as may
gladden the hearts of the pious and goodthat the most
useful knowledge may here be faithfully communicated, ac-cording to the age and capacity of the students, and by
them as carefully

pursued-,-that the purest principles of virtue', piety and
true religion, may be here inculcated, and conscientiously
practised--that the proficiency of the present members, and
others who may succeed them, may be proportionate to their
advantages and according to the just expectations of Parents
and Friends--that these walls may never be abused, by unnec-
essary defacements; espeically that they never be made a
covert to vice, and wickedness--but that the knowledge and
fear of the true God, be here promoted and maintained, to
the latest period of time.

Let us now go into the house of the LORD and there
offer our praise and thansgiving for the smiles of Heaven
upon this institution, and the success that has attended
the erecting of this building; at the same time by prayer
and supplication commend this seminary to the divine bene-diction, and attend to the importance of Education.
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Rev. Mr. BANCROFT's ORATION.

IN the pleasing excercises of this morning the oration

was originally assigned to the principal instructor of the

Academy. He declined the service, and it has unhappily

devolved on me.--While I regret that the ultimate appoint-

ment of the Corporation had not been directed in a different

manner, it becomes my indispensable duty to address this
respected audience on the subject of education.

The importance of education will appear from every view,

in which it can be contemplated. The difference between men

resulting from education is much greater than that which

arises from endowments of nature. What disproportion between

the intellectual capacity of the man, who has extensively
cultivated the field df science, and that of the mere child

of the earth, who is ignorant of every thing but the purposes

of animal life! Culture unfolds the powers of the human

mind and displays the faculties of him, who by the inspiration

of the Almighty posesses understanding. To the man of an

improved
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mind nature unfolds her secret operations, and presents her
richest treasures; he possesses unfailing sources of pleasing
reflection and moves in an extended sphere of benevolent
action. From earth he rises to heaven, attains to worthy
apprehensions of the character and government of God, under-
stands his moral relations, and rightly conceives of his
immortal destination.

The effects of education are still more impOrtant upon
the moral, than the inI'Alectual nature of man. This disci-
plines his passions, purifies his temper, and refines his
manners. It gives useful direction to the sensibliities of
the human heart, and forms the soul to an habit of virtue.
By it, are we fitted to sustain the offices, and to partici-
pate in the endearments of domestic and social life. On its
influence must we depend to form the kind neighbor, the good
citizen and the pious and charitable christian. By wise
methods of moral education, may we expect to be fitted for a
life of c6ntinued improvement in knowledge and of attainments
in virtue, when the distinctions of this world shall be lost,
and all the monuments of human ingenuity be obliterated.

Under the impressions, which our subject is calculated
to make, do we not dwell with veneration and gratitude upon
the memories of our first New-England Ancestors? The European
settlers of our country, under all the dangers and embarrassments

9

with which they were encompassed, felt a rational solicitude
for their posterity. Being separated from the improvements
of the old world, and having direct intercourse only with thie
savage of the wilderness, they perceived the danger, to which
their descendants were exposed, 'of falling into a state of ig-
norance and barbarism, and they exerted strenuous efforts to
preserve them from the fatal evil, and to render them the
worthy repositories of the invaluable inheritance, which they
hoped to transmit. To their piety and patriotism are we in-
debted for the early foundation of a College, for our liberal
and judicious plan of schools in incorporated towns, and for
the general system of our literary and religious institutions.
Time, which tests all things, has proved the wisdom and efficacy
of the measures of their adoption.

Look down, ye revered spirits, from thle abodes of the
blessed, and behold the fruits of your toils and hazards. Your
Newtown school has grown into Harvard University, which embraces
the whole circle of science. Your*Western border is illuminated
by a Literary seminary of encreasing splendor and usefulness.
On the shores of Maine, under favorable auspices, arises a
College, which promises to disseminate knowledge and virtue
through a populous district, which will soon claim tha honor
of an independent state. Various Humane societies
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are formed in different parts of your country, and by theirbenevolent agency remove or alleviate the calamities incidentto the life of man. Throughout the extent of your patent,where stood the altar, on which the deluded Indian offeredh=s unmeaning sacrifice to an unknown Deity, are templesopened for the spiritual and ennobling worship of the God of-heaven and earth; where the savage youth were taught thestratagems of insiduous war, and instructed in the refinementsof torture upon a vanquished enemy, are seminaries erected toteach your descendents the arts of peace, and to initiate themin the business of civilized society. To the awful gloom andsilence of extended forests, to the hideous yell of the in-furiated warrior, to the uncertain supplies of the chace,succeed the variegated prospects of populous towns, and cul-tivated fields, the hum of busy life and the abundance ofagriculture and commerce.
In the United States, necessary devotion to professionalbusiness leaves to few the exclusive pursuits of science;among those therefore, who rank with scholars, we have notthe proportion of men of profound erudition, which is foundin old countries whose Universities have attained to a highdegree of perfection, and among whom there are great numbers,who, born to affluent fortunes, spend their lives in Academicwalks. The expectation of this would be unreasonable, theclaim is vanity.

11

But, the age of our nation considered, have we reason tobe ashamed of the state of American literature? In the higherbranches of science, and in the most useful arts we have hadindividuals preeminently distinguished; and some who have ledthe way to the first philosophers of Europe. In the fine artswe are making
essays:--In prictical arts that broaden thebasis of society, and amelic te the condition of man, we holdan honory grade. In the elc ntary plan of education, whichis extended to the rich and 3 poor, which embraces the wholemass of our citizens, we wi' yidld precedence to no nation onearth. The value of these ' provements cannot be calculated.Compare our country with one whose inhabitants are destituteof advantages of this nature , and where general ignorance andbarbarism prevail. How many channels of useful business, howmany sources of enjoyment and happiness are open to us, whichare closed to them! Of how much higher value is property, isdomestic relation, is life itself! Among the richest benefitsof that degree of learning, which is within the attainment ofall classes of people, we may reckon the ability acquired tounderstnad our religion, in its evidence, its spirit and design;by which men are guarded against the useless services of super-stition, secured from the delusions of enthusiasm, and areenabled to direct their religious observances to real attain-ments in moral life.
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As the intermediate, grade, between our Colleges and
Town schools, Academies are incorporated. In these youth
may obtain an education, that will fit them for the active
business of society, and qualify them to become instructors
in subordinate schools; but is is not expected that the
profound scholar should here be formed. To these the female
part of our youth are admitted, that they also may acquire
a grammatical knowledge of their language, and possess a
confidence in the correctness of their own compositions;
that their minds may be raised to a perception of the beauties
of polite literature, formed to relish the charms of elegant
composition, and to feel the worth of chaste, moral sentiment:.
and that sources of mental enjoyment may be opened to them, to
sooth the sorrows, and to lighten the burdens to which in
future life they are inevitably destined.

We confide in the wisdom of the Legislature not to mul-
tiply institutions of this nature to break in upon our excel-
lent establishment of schools in towns. A more serious evil
than this could scarely befall families in the humble grades
of society; it would take from the poor the opportunity to
give their children the lowest instruction of the school. We
confide in the discretion of tiose, whn have wealth, not to
bound at the Academy the literary

13

course of those sans, to whom they wish to give a thorough
education.

The Academy is an elevation which extends the literary
horizon, and brings into distant view the region of science;
but the path to the heights of this region lies through the
University. Here it is the twlight of the morning, there
the splendor of meridian day; here a few faint blossoms may
be collected, there the flowers expand, ripen and yield their

. fruit.
Youth, who mean to become scholars, will consider the

education of the Academy only as a preparation for a seat in
a h'gher literary establishment. With high satisfaction we
remark that Harvdrd University is rising in her requirements
from candidates for admission; we trust that an example so
friendly to the interests of literature will be followed by
other Colleges, and that in our system of public education,
we shall soon rival the most literary country of the old world.

Leicester Academy may be reckoned among those that are
the most useful in the Commonwealth. It'3 local situation,
near the centre of a populous county, is favorable to the
important purposes of its institution. With grateful recol-
lection, we recognize a CRAFT and a DAVIS as its founders.
Their liberality, aided by thie donations of the town of
Leicester, and of a number of private gentlemen of
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this vicinity, enabled those who were originally incorporatedas trustees, early to begin the business of instruction. But
you well recollect, gentlemen, your embarrassments from theloss of public credit. Your small capital ;lad lit'zle morethan a nominal value, and you even doubted whether the pious
and benevolent intentions of the founders of the Academy werepracticable; but when our country, under the auspices of the
WASHINGTON administration, arose to credit, honor and prosperity,
your prospects brightened. When the genius of HAMILTON exploredthe resources of united America, infused life into her funds,and communicated the vital principle through all their ramifi-cations, you felt the salutary effect. Your capital rose to
its nominal value; and this, encreased by the sale of a town-ship of land, the gift of the government of the Commonwealth,has enabled you successfully to prosecute the original plan,and I congratulate you gentlemen, and all the friends of the
seminary, that on this day we take possession of a spacious
and convenient edifice, erected for the accomodation of the
Academy.--The expense of Its erection has, indeed, greatly
encroached upon our funds and I solicit the charitable attentionsof the patrons of science to this rising seminary, that we mayextend the branches of useful instruction, and ever command
qualified instructors,

15

by giving them a compensation adequate to their services.
The gentlemen who compose the corporation, will permit me

respectfully to observe, that the public utility of the Academy
depends on the manner in which they shall execute their trust.They are ultimately responsible to the community for its in-
terior regulation, for the competency of its instruction, and
for the whole system of its administration. May the success of
their past exertions animate them to future vigilance and
assiduity. An habitual impression, that we are all accountable
to God for the execution of the commissions of life, may animatethem to fidelity in this trust; and the day of retribution willbe brought into near prospect by the consideration, that onehalf of those who originally composed their body, are nownumbered with the dead.

The gentlemen who are immediately concerned in the in-
struction of the students will feel the weight of their charge.Few offices in society are more highly important than that
which you sustain. To your management we commit these youth
and children, the hope of our country. To your culture weentrust the minds of those in whose welfare we feel the dearestinterest; on whose wise.and virtuuus behavior we depend for thegreatest joys
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of life, and for the best solace of age; and to whom we
look to honor our memories when we shall sleep in the dust.
Removed from the guardianship and the endearments of their
paternal domes, to you we transfer the authority and the
affection, the solicitude and the tenderness of the parent.
By the discreet exercise of power ensure submission, and by
engaging the ingenuous feelings of the innocent heart, ob-
tain a more effectual control; draw these youth into the
paths of knowledge and virtue by th e cords of love. Fan
the fire of genius;-enkindle the spirit of emulation; en-
courage the youthful mind to exert its own powers, and
strengthen its faculties by exercises adapted to their
period of life Acquainted as you are with the progress
of the human mind, you are convinced that the super-structure
of a thorough education can be erected only on a solid
foundation laid in early life.

While thus solicitous to conduct your pupils in the
paths of useful literature, you will bear in mind, that an
essential and primary end of this Academy is the promotion
of piety and christian virtue. At no period was attentirin
to moral education more necessary than at the present. The
fountains of infidelity and vice are all uncovered, and
their poisonous streams are continually poured into the
minds of youth; and on you we depend to

17

apply the antidote. Vain are the richest gifts of genius,
vain the acquisitions of natural science, and worse than
vanity the insinuating charms of polished manners, unless
these are directed by moral principle. Guard then the
minds of our rising offspring from the contagion of irreligion,
and lead them to feel the force of moral obligation; teach
them the reverence of God; make them to understand the system
of christianity; and habituate them to act from a regard to
the issue of the day of judgment; ant then, amidst the prevalence
of the impious maxims of the sceptic, and the vain dogmas of the
sophist; amidst the corrupting agitations of political parties
and the seductions of vice, they will have within themselves a
standard of truth and rectitude, and will be influenced to
right conduct by motives, which cannot be counteracted by the
allurements of dissipation, nor by the attractions of ambition.

With warmth of affection, With ardent desires for your
improvement, we address you, mY young friends, who are pupils
in the Academy. The expensive care of your parents, and the
unwearied diligence of your preceptors will not avail., unless
you maintain a teachable disposition, and second their en-
deavors by your own application. View not those who are en-
trusted with your instruction
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as inquisitors, who take pleasure in prying out your errors,
and find delight in making you suffer.--your deficiencies and
faults will occasion them the keenest sorrow, and th e task of
punishment they will feel as the heaviest burden of their
office.--Consider them as your best friends, and render their
government and instruction light and pleasant by your sub-
missive and respectful behavior, and by a diligent use of your
time. Let their maturer experience induce you cheerfully to
adopt their advice even in instances where you do not perceive
its propriety.

You, of both saxes, possess advantages, which were un-
known to those who preceded you in the path of life; be
ambitious to derive from them their full benefit; labor is
the price set upon the valuable objects of the world. Learning
is not the gift of chance; the seeds of science are not of that
easy and careless growth, as not to require the fostering hand
of culture. Conquer then thefindolence too common to the human
mind. Guard against the dissipation to which your passions
always prompt. Look into the world, and notice the men who are
the most eminent, in the professions of society, and the most
worthy in thetwalks of life. Are they not men who rose by
their own exertions? Emulate their laudable industry; like
them improve your

19

advantages, and like them you may rise to eminence and worth.
Let not the learning you acquire inflate you with vanity

and pride. Consider not learning as the end of education, but
as the means to render you the more useful. Knowledge is valu-
able only as it encreases your capacity to do good; as it fits
you more honorably to fill the offices of society. Knowledge
is valuable as it brings you acquainted with the works and ways
of God, assists your appreprehensions of moral truth and moral
duty, and aids your progress towards the goal of human perfection.
Open then your hearts to the seeds of truth, of useful knowledge,
and of christian virtue; cherish their growth, that nourished by
the dew of heaven, in you they may yield their richest harvest.

By a regard to the peace and happiness of your parents; by
the, love of reputation; by the desire of eminence; by the worth
of immortal life, be persuaded to improve the price put into
your hands tO gain wisdom.

To thy benediction, Parent of wisdom, we commend this
seminary. Insplre-Ahe wealthy, the stewards of thy bounty, with
thespirit of charity to become its benefactors. Through every
period of time, may it prove the nursury of piety, virtue and
useful literature. Assist thy servants of the corporation
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to the faithful and judicious execution of their trust. May
our preceptors adopt a wisc plan of government, pursue an
effectual method of instruction, and in their own example
persuasively illustrate the moral lessons they teach. May
these cur sons grow up strong and healthy; and these our
daughters beautiful and amiable. May they be endowed with
useful knowledge, and formed to moral worth. May they
become estimable through all the connexions of society and
all the relations of life; finally, may they be admitted
to the mansions of the=blessed.

FINIS
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The pursuit of Literature and Science Compatible with Habits of Business

David A. Talboys
1830

"One of the greatest proofs of the compatibility of literature and science
with every slIttion of life, is the power with -which every man is endowed
by nature of acquiring a taste for them, and of improving himself in them."

"In our own country may be found a host of examples to encourage both the

poor and ignorant to the task of self-cultivation, and they sufficiently prove
the truth of what Stone, one of them, a self-taught mathematician, said,
"That we may learn every thing when we know the twenty-four letters of the

alphabet."

"After we have perfected ourselves as far as we are able in our particular
calling, there are various kinds of knowledge and acience which will afford

us both profit and de1ir!:ht; and by a proper economy of our time, there are
few that may not be rendered compatible with strict habits of business."

A plea for universal education.

1. Discusses the values of education for an evolving society and classes.

2. Importance of universal education.

3. An interesting concept of class society and issues involved,
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THE PURSUIT OF LITERATURE

AND-SCIENCE COMPATIBLE

WITH HABITS OF

BUSINESS.

A prize essay, read before
the Oxford Mechanic's Institution,

December 1830.

"Give subtilty to the simple, to the young man
knowledge,and discretion. A wise -man will hear, and
will increaS.e learning."

Proverbs.
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easily substantiated by facts, that knowledge is as na-
turally associated with order, comfort, and peace, as
light is with gladness; while with equal confidence we
may affirm, that as uneasy apprehension is generated by
darkness, so is ignorance the prolific parent of misrule,
misery, and disorder. The many liberal institutionsc
that have been established among us, and the benefits
that have been effected by them, prove at once how
erroneous this narrow objecticn to the spread of know-
ledge is, and how few and feeble are those who yet ven-
ture to maintain it. Next to her free constitution, in-
deed, England is mainly indebted for her internal pros-
perity, and the high rank she holds among the nations
of the earth, to the diffusion of science, and the union
of talent and industry among her peoplA

But another objection against the spread of science
and knowledge among the working classes is, that it will
unfit them for their calling, and render them either dis-

c When the great Washington was about to retire from
the toils of office to the privacy of domestic life, he
recommended to his fellow-citizens in his last act, to
promote "As an object of primary importance, institutions
for the general diffusion of knowledge." Adding, "in
proportion as the structure of a government gives force
to public opinion, it (public opinion) ought to be en-
lightened."

The accumulation of skill and science, which has so
greatly facilitated the production of manufactured goods,
has not only been beneficial to our own country, but also
to the most disant nations of the earth. Captain
Clapperton reli,tes that when on a visit at the court of
the sultan Beflo, in central Africa, his provisions were
regularly sent him from the sultan's table on pewter
dithes with the London stamp; and in one instance he had
a piece of meat served up in a white wash-hand basin 01.
English manufacture. The cotton of India is conveyed in
British ships round half our planet to be woven by
British skill in the factories of Lancashire; it is again
transported to the very plains whereon it grew, and is
there repurchased by the lords of the soil which gave it
birth, at a cheaper price than their coarser machinery
will enable them to manufacture it for themselves. Even
Calicut, in the East Indles (whence calico derives its
name), is supplied from British-looms, although the price
of labour there is only one seventh of what it is in
England. See ENCYCLOP.METROPOL. article Manufactres.
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contented with the place they hold in society, or raise
them above it. This objection, however, which we have
shown to have no foundation in probability, is at least
equally destitute of experimental nroof; it is quite cer-
tain that mankind has never yet existed in a state in
which the effect of the cultivation of the great mass ofthe people could be more than conjectured. Whatever
may have been said of the march of intellect, its progress
hitherto has been but slow. Let any one take a fair
view of society ac" it is at pres'ent constituted, and whatdoes he see?--The which demands our sympathy, and oughtto arouse all our energies in the cause we advocate. Hereand there, perhaps a solitary individual, emancipated
from the gloom of ignorance, is treading the path of
science, and approximating the pure atmosphere of truth.
A few, escaped from the dominion of their animal pas-
Sions, are capable of ranging through the.moral and ma-
terial world with full liberty of intellect, and of appre-ciating the exact relation in which they stand to the ex-istencies around them. But the people, the ninety-nine
hundredths, are still in,the "gall of bitterness"--in the
fetters of ignorance; slaves of prejudice and the dupes
of passion, unconscious of their own power, they inflict
misery upon themselves and others from their very igno-
rance of the tendencies of action and the objects of ra-
tional existencee. Surely it was never within the scheme
of the great Author of nature, that one class of the com-
munity should exist at the expense of the other, derivina,
without returning benefits. That thLs class should be
as gods, and that mere machines, subsidiary to their
pleasures? We admit in its fullest extent the great im-
portance which the interests of society derive from a sub-
ordination of its several grades, yet can we not forget that
the belly has as much need of the members, as the mem-

e See Essays on th r Truth.
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bers of the belly. The means of subsistence are plen-
tiful, and Providence everywhere bountiful. Why then
is it that comfort and competence are not the lot of all?
We reply: There is, we think, nothing so well calculated
to bring about this result as the spread of scientific
knowledge--a knowledge in other words, of the mechani-
cal powers and of the capabilities of nature; that know-
ledGe, indeed, which forms a great part of the difference
between the savage who is subject to the elements, and
of the civilized man who commands them;--that knowledge,
which in civilized countries is every day rendering
nature more and more subservient to man's use for food
and clothinglt and indeed for every convenience and com-
fort of life'.

If then, as some have lamented, steam engines and
machinery should so lesson the labour of man as to leave
him some hours of cessation from toil, should we not
rather view that with satisfaction, and gladly bid Lh%m
embrace the opportunity of directing his attention to the
cultivation of his intellectual faculties and the acquire-
ment of a knowledge of the world and of himselfg. How

Let it be remembered, however, that it is highly
requisite that the cultivation of the moral powers should
go hand-in-hand with that of the intellectual. That a
knowledge of the social duties should be instilled simul-
taneously with that of the means of increasing our individual
powers. For without this concurring instruction the heart
remains as sobservieht to the passions as before, with the
addition of this evil, that the hand is strengthened to
give effect to their impulses.

g T1- tors to the ,onc-idi diffuson of knowledge
(Ina science are strangely composed of two classes, who
oppose it on entirely different grounds. One party cries
out that it will enlighten too much the tower orders, and
make them do nothing; while the fear of the other is that
the inventions of science are becoming SC great as to
leave them nothing to do. Could we brtAg these two parties
fairly into the fic!ld together, we should perhaps discover
in the arguments which they would oppos:e ;c1 each other,
the best reasons for letting the intell-ectual imprOvement
of the working classes go hand-in-hand with the progress
of scientific discovery.

With regard to thie.benefIcial tendr=mcy to mankind of
t;le use of machinery to the -fullest extrent to which it can
be carried, there can be but one opinio
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much might many of the little evils (and of what is the
sum of life made up but of little things?) that beset us, be
alleviated by a slight acquaintance with the laws of nature.
How many of the discomforts, diseases, irritations, and
even vices of society, are owing to little defects of pre-
caution, of skill, or of knowledge.

It has been the error and shame of the ages gone by,
to confine knowledge to a caster. No state of society has
yet existed, in which a fair field has been opened for the
improvement of the human race. The perfection to which
society may attain is still a problem to be solved. If
we look back, the retrospect is dark and dreary; why then
should we fear to try a new experiment for its advancement.
Through a long succession of centuries, the great mass
of human beings have been deprived of light.

among those who have fairly considered the subject, and
traced back the natural history of the human race to its
primeval state. Deprive man of the use of machinery and
what is he but a miserable powerless savage? The history
of the civilization of the human race is indeed nothing
but a history of its progressive improvement, seemingly
entirely dependent upon its discoveries and inventions in
art and science. We speak of art as opposed to nature,
while art itself seems to belong to the essenc man;
it is indeed his chief characteristic--the
attribute and honour of his race. See HARRIS'S DiaTogue
on Art, and FERGUSON on Civil Society.

This statement is fully borne out by history. The
boasted learning of Egypt was only for the initiated; in
her castes some were ranked next to the deities, while
others were slaves whose emancfpation was impossible;
Judea had her hewers of wood and drawers of water; the
academies'of Plato and Aristotle were not for the vulgar;
and Rome, in all her glory, was only the mistress-city of
vast regions of groaning servitude. Descend towards the
present age, and regard the brightest periods of modern
times. Look, for examples at the epoch of our Cecils
and Walsinghams, our Shakspeare and Spenser, our Sidney,
and Raleigh, and Bacon. Look to that bright and later
page of our literary and intellectual history when Dryden,
Pope, Swift, Locke, and Newton flourished; and,.during
that period, called the golden age of our literature, it
will be found, from the allusions occurring in their works,
that "thelower sort, "the vulgar herd," "the canaille,"
"the mob," "the many-headed beast," "the million," as they
variously call them, were no more thought of, in any
relation to a state of cultivatc-: intelligence, than
Turks of; Tartars. And is it much better in the present
day? Is not England at this
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What chances have they had of becoming intelligent?
And now, when the.dawn of a brighter tay has at length
begun to break, when the gleams of th:: glorious sun of
knowledge appear, as the harbingers of a refulgent light
which shall illumine the whole earth, shall we endeavour
to intercept his beams! Let us not do our nature such
wrong: for what a wrong is it to the human mind that it
should pass through a world likethis, filled as it is with
miracles of the power and wisdom of its Creator, ignorant
of its wonders! Wonders which his wisdom has doubt-

moment receiving the punishment of her neglect in not edu-
cating the great working masses of her people? To what
can we impute the savage, lawless fury of those who destroy
equally what tends to comfort, and the absolute necessaries
of life, but to their ignorance? If, indeed, the penal
infliction to which allusion has been made could be removed,
and the earth would spontaneously yield her fruits in rich
abundance without the intervention of man, is it not a
question whether it would prove a blessing or a curse?--But
a new and a nobler golden age may arrive; and visionary as
I may be deemed, I see ages expand before me in which human
nature shall have attained something of that perfection,
dignity, virtife., and happiness, for which it seems to have
been created. We still, it is true, see vice, and poverty,
and ignorance, and slavery, and war, and ambition, and
luxury, crushing and debasing all the healthful energies
of our nature. But yet I hope--and my hope is founded on
the god-like capacities of our nature, and the march of
that intellect which is our chief distinction and God's
highest work. Again I hope--and its foundation is our
being created in the likeness of that mental energy which
formed the universe, and gave us the powers of appreciating
its excellencies, and a belief that its highest purpose
was to awaken within us that ever-stirring spirit, and to
minister to that progress Within us which finds no resemblance
in outward creation. Again I hope--and its foundation is
theEchnracter of the present age. The spirit of improvement
moves upon Cie face of the earth. Yhe cultivation of the
intellect holds a prominent place in the affairs of our
generation; and one persevering, warm, and vigorous exertion
for the spread of knowledge and virtue all over the ,lorld,
will do more for the benefit of the human race, than thie
cold, feeble speculations of philosophers for centuries. Let
but man be awakened to a full sense of the dignity of his
naturelet the energies of his mind be freed by education
from the fetters of prejudice and vicelet the bruteAlature
be crushed that the godlike spirit may unfoldlet art and
science so subdue and improve nature, that labour shall be
no more than healthful and agreeable exercise; and what but
a golden age of intellect shall be the result!
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less set forth for our perusal and contemplation, as wellas our use, and which lead us to "Look through nature
up to nature's God." Here are objects always at handequally interesting, because equally affecting to everyclass of society; and neither costly apparatus, time, norlearning, is necessary to study them: our senses are
the,instruments; our hours of recreation the time. ob-servation is all the learning required. And who would
not stand amidst the works of the Great Architect of
nature their admirer and their interpreter!

It would be useless to attempt to trace the particular
cases in which business may be aided by science and litera-ture. In our own country there is scarcely an individual,from the king on the throne to the poorest mechanic or la-bourer, who has not some business to perform, and to whomliterature and science, in a greater or less degree, wouldnot be an advantage, as respects both his pleasure and
profit. The most illustrious persons of all ages were re-markable for uniting the cultivation of their mind withhabits of business. Alexander the Great delighted tocorrespond with Aristotle; slept during his expeditionswith Homer under his pillow; and honoured learningwherever he found it. Caesar is said to have composedhis Commentaries, for which he is more justly famousthan for all his victories, amid the toil and bustle of hiscampaigns; and once, when swimming for his life, heldthem up above the waves, as anxious to preserve from
destruction the best ornament of his fame. Fredericthe Great, who nearly all his life had to struggle with ahost of enemies, and was peculiarly distinguished by hispatient attention to ordinary business, yet found time toconverse and correspond with men of learning; to enjoy
the pleasures of philosophy, Music, and poetry; and leftno less than twenty-five octavo volumes of his own works.Biography is full of brilliant names which might beadded to this list; but one more shall suffice. It is that
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renown on a true and imperishable basis, as the conqueror
or the statesman.

Let those whoslight th'e national importance of diffused
knowledge turn their eyes to educated Scotland and un-
educated Ireland. We will add ro wol-d of comment to
the lesson derivable from such a survey.

What then is thus beneficial to the commonwealth at
large, cannot but be profitable also to our individual in-
terests; and thus the union of literature and science with
habits of business, lv be argued to be so far from
incompatible, that it possitively desirable and advan-
tagebus.

D.. .A. TALBOYS.
October 31st. 1830.

TALBOYS AND BROWNE, PRINTERS, OXFORD.
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A Discourse on 2ducation
David Barnes, D.D.
1796
Manning & Loring: Boston, 1803

"The Mode of education must be determined, partly by circumstances, these are
endless in variety; prudence is therefore necessary to direct, since no
rules can prevail in all cases."

°Since mankind will have a religion of some kind or other, and Christianity
is the only one that will stand the test of a free and criuical examination,
and since the more it has hitherto been tried, =the better it appears, we
have every reason to think it will finally prevail. We therefore can be under
no concern about teaching our children to believe and practice it."

Education mast be a dynamic process; proposes plans for teaching in each cur-
riculum area.

1. A new perspective in education -- an advance upon some of the other articles.

2. Discusses the notion that the mode and contents of education depend upon the
time and place of instruction as well as the capacities of the child.

No one education fits all classes.

4. Proposes a curriculum and explains the technique for teaching the child in
each subject area, including many details.
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SOUTH PARISH IN SCITUATE.
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"Education fOrms the youthful mind.P
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A

DISCOURSE on EDUCATION.

EDUCATION is the subject, to which, i- is expected
the preacher, on this anniversary, will turr his attention.
A subject, that has employed the thoughts L-ld pens of some
of the best writers of every age.--A subje copious and
extensive, never to be exhausted. As kmpr-rments are made
in civilization, the arts and -,ciences, in Hleology, morality,
government, politics, customs and manners, ,nd such improve-
ments will ever be made, there will always Le room for new
observations and reflections, adapted t th existing state
of society. What may be proper at one peri.wd, may be improper
at another. Every thing of this kind, to be_beautiful, must
be seasonable. As mankind are and ever havl-beer what they
have been educated; so the subject before us demaAds our
attention.

The mode of education must be determimed, partly by
circumstances, these are endless in variety; prudence is
therefore necessary to direct, since no rules can prevail
in all cases. Undoubtedly, the capacity of the child or
youth should 5e consulted. If a youth be ccndemned to
drag out life, in a line to which he has
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a rooted and unalterable aversion, he certainly will never
excel, and probably fall below mediocrity. Nature in the
distribution of her gifts consults the happiness of the
world. But few are capable of shining in different depart-
ments, and there is not one, above the state of idiocy, but
may be useful in some line or other. To point out only the
capital errors that have been committed in the education of
youth, would take more time than this opportunity affords.
Many have already been correced, others will be in time,
as knowledge increases.

My design is, as far as I am able, to give directions
accompanied with motives, for pursuing the course best cal-
culated to secure our object in view, the happiness of the
rising generation. In compliance with an established custom,
which I do not wish to have altered, I shall take the words
of Solomon for my text:

Prov. xxii. 6.

Train up a child in the way he should go3 and when he is old
he will not depart from it.

IN the' propriety of this exhortation, and the necessity
of education in some line or other, all are agreed; the only
difficulty lies in determining what that way is, in which
children and youth ought to be trained up, and in which they
ought to go. That all ways are equally good, will not be pre-
tended. Since there is no infallible guide on earth, it behoves
every one concerned to draw his information from the best sources.
With diffidence I submit to criticism my observations on this
subject, if they will not bear examination, let them be rejected.

To complete my design, a variety of articles, which ought
to be attended to, will be briefly mentioned, with a few thoughts
upon each. We shall pay some attention to the health, strength
and hardiness of the body, in the first stages of existence, as
well as to the opening of the mind, and the improvement of the
mental powers; to the arts and sciences, suited to the
capacities'of children and youth, and which ought to

437



5

be taught at an early period. We shall then turn our
attention to morality, religion and piety; and recom-
mend them as absolutely necessary to the usefulness
and felicity of life. We shall then consider, relaxation
from study, exercises to be used at such intervals,
amusements and recreations, reading both for amuse-
ment and profit, the force and necessity of good habits,
and the benefits of diligence and industry in some use-
ful empldyment. These with some incidental observations
will complete my design. My field I am sensible is
extensive; but not pretending to the inspiration and
abilities of the preacher at Troas, I will not equal
him in the length of my discourse.

As the body and mind are closely connected and
rhuch depends on tNekmanagement of the former, in
the first stages, I would just observe, they in general
take the wisest and the fastest course, who adhere strictly
to nature's laws. With these, so kind is the Author of
our make, the self-taught savage is as well acquainted,
as thv,learned sage, and often more successful in their
application. If learning and philosophy were necessary
in this matter, the human species could not be preserved.
Firm constitutions and sound health are more frequently
found in cottages, than palaces. These are more than a
balance for the luxuries of life. In mercy to mankind,
luxuries are dealt out with a sparing hand; they are
placed beyond the reach of the most useful classes of
citizens in tfre community.

When the mind begins to open, and the mental powers
appear, they demand-diligent attention. Since man is
born, to use a strong expression, as ignorant as the
wild ass's colt, so in a like state, he would remain, if
deprived of all human assistance. Though the seeds of
knowledge are sown in nature, they will not spring up
and bring forth fruit, without cultivation. Yet I cannot
fully agree with a certain paradoxical writer, "that
education is every thing;" but I am firmly persuaded,
that to this we are indebted for the greater part of our
knowledge, of what kind soever. If we examine our ideas,
we shall find but
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few, if any, that are wholly original, though we may not
be able to tell whence we borrowed them. The capacity
for reception and retention of ideas, at this early period,
is truly surprising, and affords every encouragement to
store the mind as fast as possible. It is the seed time of life.

When the organs are prepared for articulation, children
should be taught to distinguish sounds and fix names to their
ideas. Propriety of pronunciation, and precision in the ap-
plication of names to things are of great importance. If
irregular habits are contracted, at an early period, they
will not easily be corrected, perhaps never. Language, or the
use of words, is so important, it is probable but trifling
progress could be made in knowledge without it. An eminent
writer on metaphysics has attempted to prove, that without
language, or names to our ideas, the memories of men would
very little excell those of the bestial creation. After
reasoning some time in his metaphysical way, he adduces the
instance of a child that was lost, but, however, preserved
among beasts till it reached the age of twenty years. It
made a noise like them, its gait and attitude were the same,
and was covered with hair. It was found and brought from
among them, was taught to go upright and theuse of language.
At 1ength he had the understanding of a man; but what was
remarkable, he could recollect no ideas which he ever had in
his bestial state. If this story be true, it proves that
recollection depends on language.

Children, when but little acquainted with language, may
begin to receive instruction in the_ art of reading. Reading
is, perhaps, the most useful art ever invented, and is the
first that children are capable of learning. Though, in the
primitive times, when the wants of men were few, and all were
supplied nearly in cue same way, without the assistance of
trade and commerce; when the lives of men were long, their
memories tenacious, and tradition served well instead of
written history; they might suffer but few inconveniences
from their ignorance in this art: Yet in a state of
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improvement, where the arts are introduced, the wants ofmen become numerous and must be supplied in a great varietyof ways, it is impossible that mankind should be comfortable,if they could even subsist, without the knowledge of letters.The best mode of teaching the rudiments of the art ofreading, I shall not undertake to decide; but will only observe,that great care ought to be taken to remove all discouragementsout of the way, and to make the instruction as easy and pleasantas possible. It is often said, children hate their books, whichwould never be the fact if things were properly ccnducted. Earlyprejudices, like impressions made by frightful stories, are aptto continue. It is best to avoid them both. If, after they havemade some progress, they have this aversion, it is because theyare not supplied with proper books. No person, young or old,can ever be pleased with reading, if he possibly can with hearing,what he does not understand. Something may be done as a task,but that something were as well omitted. This aversion, if oncecontracted, can never be conquered, but only by supplying Owwith entertaining books, suited to their age and capacity.This might be done at very little expense; and I know fromexperiments, the profit will infinitely more than balance thecost. It is rather unaccountable, that in a country whereall are readers, so few can read well. I know it is vain toexpect it from all; nature has forbidden it. Surely thedeficiency would not be so general, were there not some fault.Rules, points, &c. may do some good, and ought to be attendedto; but if we mean that our children shall excel, they mustpractise under a skilful master. The principles to be ob-served in teaching music will apply in general to the art ofreading: the ear is as necessary as the eye in learning thesearts. Persons comparatively deaf may learn to read; but ifthey cannot hear well, they never can read well. Those whoread most, are often far from reading best. Practice in thiscase will never make perfect, unless under a skilful instructor,whose air and manner may be caught. Cicero learnt
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his pupils to pronounce orations, more from his example
than any thing else. Blind notes, as they are sometimes
called, will as soon learn a person to sing, in a musical
manner, as dead letters will learn him to read so as to
command universal attention. But, methinks, I hear some
one say, physici.an, heaZ thyseZf. All the apology I have
to make, is, that we can see errors in others and be sensible
of failings in ourf.Ielves, which at a certain period of life
we cannot correct. This should not prevent our endeavouring
to dissuade others from failing in the same way. A physician
may possibly help others, when it is not in his power to
help himself.

Chirography, or hand-writing, is another art, so useful
and necessary at this day, it is presumed that it will not be
neglected. Though perfection in this art is not easily attained,
and is impossible to:many; yet such facility of writing, as
may be absolutely necessary, may speedily be acquired. A
mark, instead of a name, is seldom seen in New-England, if in
any part of America. And where it is- seen, it is considered
as a mark of reproach. May it continue to be viewed in this
light, till the fact shall cease, and the remembrance of it
be forgotten.

Arithmetic is another branch of literature, of which
it is a shame for either male or female to be wholly ignorant.
The inventor of figures, whoever he was, has certainly deserved
well of mankind. Though much praise is due to the inventor,
yet this art, like almost every other, has been improved by
time. At the present period, it is brought to great perfection,
but that it is incapable of further improvement is not pretended.
The knowledge of figures necessary for transacting the common
business of life is easily acquired, and we are persuaded will
continue to form a part of a common education. I cannot here
forbear to remark the extraordinay agreement of so many nations
in the use of the same figures. Hence nations, that have
no acquaintance with each other's language, understand each
other s figures. It proves a facility of commerce, and seems
to have been intended by Prov-
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idence in some measure to limit the dissocial effects of theconfusion of tongues.
Grammar is another branch of literature, to which greatattention was paid by the ancients, and should not be neglectedby the moderns. Though an imperfect knowledge of this may answerin common life; yet greater accuracy is expected from those whospeak and write for the public. If no. rules were to be ob-served, it would in many instances be extremely difficult, ifnot impossible to determine the meaning. Though some few, byreading classical writers and by unwearied attention, havecontracted a habit of speaking and writing with decent cor-rectness; yet such instances are rare, and will never benumerous. Those few would feel more independent, did theycertainly know their writings would stand the test of candidcriticism. A want of grammatical knowledge has been severelyfelt by men of the first abilities, in dignified stations,while transacting the business of the State. These men, asafraid -of their inferiors as the sturdy and sagacious elephantof the insignificant mouse, have been obliged to submit theirwritings to the correction of those, who have grammaticallearning, but in other respects of inferior ability. As welive in a country, where merit and Vlrtue are liable to becalled to act in a public sphere, it is best for every one tocultivate some acquaintance with grammar. I cannot conceiveit necessary, that an American learn a foreign tongue, in orderto understand his own. Grammars are formed from the bestclassical writers. We have writers equalto any in the world;and why may we not have a grammar of our own? Rules willanswer no purpose without examples; examples may easily beadded. The knowledge of grammar is useful as well as ornamental,it ought to be encouraged in our schools, as well as collegesand academies.

Related to grammar is rhetoric, which was more studiedby the orators of Greece and Rome, than every thing else. Itsinfluence on the mind and passions, at that day, were trulysurprising; and its effects, at
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this day, are hardly credible. This art is less subject torule than many others. Nature is always to be consulted.
Art is necessary, but of little service to the speaker, exceptit enable him to conceal his art. Feeling makes the orator.
This we learn from the distressed Logan, whose speech, inpoint of rhetoric, can never be excelled. This art is
necessary in the pulpit, in courts and camps, and in every
place where the passions should be raised and great exertions
excited. If it is said to resemble a two-edged sword, it maybe employed in a bad as well as a good cause. This may be
said of almost every useful thing. The best things may beabused; but this is no reason why they should be neglected.

Geography might be easily introduced into our schools.
If it were, it would soon be acknowledged a useful sand enter-taining study. The knowledge of the globe is easily learnt
from sight, though not from bookss and when understood would
prepare the mind for reading history with advantage; and mostof the benefits, that can be expected from travelling, might
be enjoyed at very little expense, and young men would not
incur the hazard of losing their morals, while endeavouring
to reform their minds. It would in some degree eradicate ill-grounded prejudices, bigotry, and superstition, and promotethe knowledge of human nature, and general benevolence. Con-sidering the ease with which the rudiments of this sciencemight be acquired, and th.e,benefits resulting from'it, we are
surprised, and regret that hitherto it has been so much neglected.

Of the knowledge of the dead languages, so called, unless
the student means to pursue one of the learned professions, I
can hardly conceive the profit will balance the expense. Tosuch as mean to devote their lives to literature, or go through
what is called a liberal education, the knowledge of them maybe very useful; but what great benefit can be derived there-from to men in the common business of life, I leave others tosay.



386--B

11

That academies and colleges may be a public advantage,
especially in republics, where it is all-important that the
minds of the people should be well informed, is generally
conceded. Our fathers were of this mind, and their posterity
are treading in their steps. These seminaries are increasing
in every part of the United States. It is possible they may
be too numerous, or too much frequented, since but few men
can, or ever ought tc live by their learning, or, in other
words, the number of professional men ought never to be in-
creased beyond what is absolutely necessary.

If multiplying colleges and academies, by which but
few, except the children of the wealthy, can be immediately
benefited, should lead to the neglect of public schools, in
which the children of the poor as well as the rich may be
equally accommodated, we have reason to fear the consequences
would be pernicious. Good grammar schools, free of expense,
and brought to every man's door, would undoubtedly be the most
happy way of promoting information among all the people. This
might have easily been done in the beginning, and may be yet
done, without distressing the poor. The means are in the hands
of our civil and political rulers. We have unappropriated
lands to dispose of; and should they think proper to apply
them to this purpose, unnumbered thousands, yea, millions,
for ages to come will rise up and call them blessed. Connecticut
has set us an example, for which it is probable, she will deserve
to be styled the Athens of America. Many advantages may arise
from the children of the rich and poor meeting together, at the
same school. The rich will be restrained from the discovery
of that haughtiness and contempt which will be hurtful to
them and the poor from that spirit of envy and ill-nature,
whici; is as painful as it is disgraceful. Impressions early
made seldom wear out with time. Private friendships may in
this way be formed, which may continue through life. Children
who are well bred, may by their example be greatly beneficial
to others: since manners that are pleasing will be readily
imitated. In this way the harmony of
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society will be preser-ve-6, and the happiness of the wholegreatly increased.
Waving what might be further said on literature, weshall pass to things of more importance. Not only the minds,but the morals of youth demand the most diligent attention ofthose who wish to train them up in the way they should go.Let tueir improvements be what they may, if their morals bebad, their learning will only serve to render them more con-spicuously wretched. Crimes originating from ignorancefrequently excite compassion; but a wicked heart united witha learned head, never fails to excite contempt or abhorrence,or both. A learned villain is considered as a dangerousmonster, that ought to be hunted out of society. Life andthe comforts of it are enjoyed in many parts of the world,without much learning; but vice and wretchedness are everywhere connected.
Such is theconstitution under which we live, the ap-petites and passions are strongest in youth, temptations toexcess most numerous and powerful; on the other hand, reasonis weak, thie art of balancing future evils that are lastingagainst present pleasures that are momentary not understood--and their experience, nothing. At this period, thereforE,while prudence and cautioP are so necessary, it is dangerousto leave the youth withoui guide. They should be kept asmuch as possible out of tha way of temptation. If they arepermitted to take live coals into their bosoms, as they raj,since they have not yet been burnt Lib as to dread the fir,the wound might bre fatal, ertainly painful. Restraints aremore necessary at this per'ezd, r.han any other. Complaints,when none are used but such as are salutary, arising from atender concern for their we7-fare and happiness, are not to beregarded. The licentiousne,las of the age requires strictnessof discipline, But let it ma remembered, that restraints maybe too severe, or not well chosen: if they are, the mind willeither sink into melancholy, or break out into open rebellion;in either case the youth is undone. The great secret ofeducation consists in
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granting liberties and indulgences, as far as they will bear
on the one hand; and in laying reasonable and suitable re-
straints on the other. Children should be allowed to enjoy
life and pleasures suitable to their years, under the eye
of their parents; but if their father's house is made a prison,
and the keeper turns tyrant, they will seek that liberty a-
broad, which they are not allowed at home. Children may be
unreasonable in their demands, and parents unreasonable in
their restraints;.but when matters are driven to extremities,
there is commonly blame on both sides.

Instead of prescribing rules in 'ifficult cases, let me
turn your attention to well-regulated Families, into which
discord never entered, and where perfect harmony prevails. We
thank God, such families may easily be found; and wherever
they are found, they form a little heaven upon earth. Let
parents be careful to set good examples before thieir children.
We see the force of these and of the contrary every day; we
see the parent in the child. But if the parent's example be
good, yet if children are allowed to associate with those
whose morals are bad, they probably will learn their ways.
Vice is more contagious than any disease. Let the youth,
therefore, be kept as much as possible from associating with
tM Wicked and profane. If Satan sinned without a tempter,
the human kind in general do not.

Bad habits of every kihd are to be avoided; if once con-
tracted, they cannot easily be broken. Present pleasures,
though small and momentary, operate more powerfully on a youth.-
ful mind, unused to balancing, than does the,prospect of.future
goods,.though great and lasting. Thilc,ren and youth are slow
to believe, that in sweetness the bitter may lie concealed.
When they would pluck a rose, they should be admonished of
the thorn and the serpent. Forbidden pleasures never fail to
leave a sting behind them; but the ill consequences being not
immediately felt, the inclination to pleasures becomes a habit,
and bears down all before it. Repentance will come, but per-
haps too late to have its proper effect. Solomon represents a
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poor unhappy creature, on the verge of eternity mourningwithout hope, or in the bitterness of despair;., a more melan-choly picture cannot be drawn.
Christian morality, I am sensible, has been condemnedby some, who pretend that revenge is sweet, and to resent'an affront is better than to forgive one. But if this doc-trine be received, there is an end to peace in the world. Thepleasure of revenge is like thtefpleasurc of intoxication: theyboth distract the mind. Nothing that is done in a fit of eitherwill ever please on reflection. Had Christians, from age toage, practised accorlding to their principles, Dr the moralityof their master, long before this time, Christfanity wouldhave been the relfgion of the world. E would hlave childrenearly impressed with the sentiment, that it is greater, morehomourable and divine, to forgive, than to revenge an injury;and that true digniity of manners As the result of a modestand gentle temper, not of a proud and arrogant spirit.By attaching importance to a right temper and moral de-portment, I may not perfectly coincide with thasfaith of some,who consider morality, and Christian morality, as a dull andlegal business, below the attention of a spiritual mind; yetI an as well believe that heaven and hell cal be united, ast[at pure Christianitj and gross immorality car exist together.But while I recommend Christian morality, : do not meanthat it should supersede the necessity of piet2, and religion.Fair from ft, I am ready to affirm, that all sovld morality isfolanded on the belief of the Oeity. Without piety, moralitywa,uld degenerate into art, craft, and canning. There is noother principle, that will prevent secret machations, aswell as open enormities; that will effectually .Drevent thedeeds of darkness, when the perpetrator is secluded fromEvery eye but his to whom the night is as the day. Mostcrimes are undoubtedly committed from the hope of secrecy.This hope must be forever excluded from the mind of him, whoconstantly considers that the eye of his God is upon him.
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Whether there ever was, or can be, a speculative atheist,has been a matter of doubt with many. The established con-nexion between cause and effect, acknowledged by all, necessarilyleads us to the belief of something eternaT. The tight of acurious machine obliges us to believe there must have been amechanic. The evident marks of wisdom, power, and gooJdness inall parts of the creation, neces.sarily lead us to believe, thatthe:Author must be possessed of these perfections. To use theelegant language of one, whose wmitings will be forever heldhigh estimation; He that formed the eye must see, :Ind he-that formed the ear must hear.
Though it may be true, that men have nG innate ideas; yetit is undoubtedly true, that men in all ages and all countrieshave had their fears of some invisible power, or powers, towhom religious worship of some Lind of other bat been paid,especially in times of danger ard distress. It is said bysome, that fear makes gods. It does so, ar wtat is nearlytheLsame thing, it compels men to believe in tmeir existence.These fears, together with the principle called remorse, thatwas found in Adam immediately after he fell, In Cain after heslew his brother, and is found in every mind on the commissionof a crime, are the two great principles that every where operateto the prevention of moral evil. Take off these restraints, andthere probably would be such an increase of wickedness, aswould put an end to human existence. Thanks tc God, we haveevery reason to hope and believe, they will camtinue and alwaysoperate for the safety and security of man. -Mese principlesmight have been stronger; if they had, the coisequences mighthave been fatal: many would have been driven to melancholy,despair, and death before their time. As things are, theyprevent much evil, and we certainly do not know enough toaffirm, that the remainder which is permitted may not be sooverruled, as to be productive of greater good.Could you find a nation of atheists in principle, youwould find a nation of malefactors. It is the fear of theLord that presrves from evil, and, in a moral
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sems_e, compels the sinner to depart from iniquity. S(o

thought that distinguished patriarch, Abraham. SureLy,
sala he, the fear of the Lord is not in this place, xnd
they will kill me for my wife's sake. But, though this prin-
clple is planted in the human breast, yet for want of culti-
va.tion its influence may be nearly lost. Abraham knew the
pemple with whom he resided took little or no care to pre-
set-ye this principle, and therefore justly concluded by
trquiry and frequent meditation, by serious and solemn acts
mf ciyotIon in public and in private. Let children and
ymuth, therefore, be taught to worship their God, to pray
to h-im in secret, to join in family devotions, and with the
multitude that keep holy days by the religious exercises of
his house. Great will be the benefit resulting from such
practices and habits. Since the mind cannot be easy in a
vicious way, OT at variance with itself, for any length of
time, praying will make them leave sinning.

As to particular modes of faith and worship, about which
saber Christians disagree, the youth must attend to the in-
structions, and follow the example of their superiors, till
7mey reach the years of maturity, or are capable of judging
-for themselves; when this period arrives, they ought to have
7.he privilege of examining.

Public tests and religious establishments, that forbid
all inquiry and prevent all improvement, have done infinite
harm. These have occasioned that melancholy defection, and
flood of infidelity, that has nearly deluged some parts of
thie Christian world. Religion is a personal thing, and the
mind will always be uneasy in spiritual chains and fetters.
If these cannot be broken in any way short of open infidelity,
we need not be surprised that this way is adopted. Uniformity,
the grand thing aimed at by establishments, is by no means
necessary; and if it were, this is not the way to promote it.
Compulsion may make hypocrites and knaves, but never will
promote honesty and sincerity. Notwithstanding some clouds,
at this day, that hang over the Christian church, we look
forward
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with cheerfulness, in tfte,full belief that the day will come,
and it may be at no great distance, when Christians shall
unite much better than they have hitherto done. When ob-
structions shall be removed, and all denominations in the
Christian world shall be allowed to inquire and judge for
themselves, if one persuasion can be better supported and
defended than another, no possible reason can be assigned,
why they should not choose the best. That mankind should
be fond of delusion and errors, as such, is impossible.
Truth is as agreeable to the mind as light to the eye. If
errors and corruptions have prevailed, where there has been
liberty of free inquiry, it is because they have put on the
appearance of truth.

When we consider the difficulties Christianity has had
to struggle with, we can hardly believe it has greater yet to
encounter. Persecution, in its infancy, was thoroughly tried.
It had the contrary effect to what was expected. The blood of
the martyrs has been the seed of the church. Satire and
ridicule have been tried so often, they have nearly spent
their force. And if a few vain and thoughtless people have
been laughed out of their religion, if they ever had any; yet
the serious and sensible have been able utterly to despise
such arts. It is a fair conclusion, if the enemies of Christi -
anity had better weapons, they certainly would not have used
these.

Since mankind 14i1l have a religion of some kind or other,
and Christianity is the only one that will stand the test of a
free and critical examination, and since the more it has hitherto
been tried, the better it appears, we have every reason to think
it will finally prevail. Wetherefore can he under no concern
about teaching our children to believe and practise it. It is
certainly calculated to promote their happiness in this world,
so far as happiness consists in health oF body; a competency
of earthly goods; in a proper regulation of the appetites
and passions; in acquiescence under the divine disposals;
support in trouble; and in the friendship of the benevolent
and good, and the appro-
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bation of their own minds. It will give peace in life, aswell as hope in death. If there is a state after this, asmost undoubtedly there is, even infidels themselves do notpretend, that pure Christianity will disqualify for futureenjoyment. Let us then engage heartily in teaching it toour children. It is the most important instruction we cangive them; in no other way can we so essentially contributeto their happiness. It has frequently been said, that in-fidels, skeptics, and libertines wish to hide their booksfrom their children; for this we blame them not. Loosenessin principle must lead to looseness in practice. But thefollowers of Christ have no such fears. Our principles areopen to all, and we most sincerely wish they may be receivedby all, with whom we are connected.
The best mode of teaching Christianity to youth I shallleave to the discretion of those, whose business or duty o-bliges them to afford this instruction. But children oughtnot to be wearied.or surfeited withlong and tedious lecturesLet your instructions be short and striking, plain, and easyto be understood. Let your counsels and warnings be ratherfrequent than lengthy. Repetitions will be found necessary:They must have line upon line, precept upon precept, here alittle and there a little. It is in this matter, as in someothers, by attempting too much, at a time, you do nothing atall. Prayers should always accompany our best endeavours;for without the blessing of Heaven, we shall labour in vain,and spend our strength for nought.During the years of minority, the youth should be trainedup to some useful employment, that they may earn and eat theirown bread. Idleness is the parent of wickedness and disgrace;industry is the road to innocence, wealth, and preferment.But, though it is important that every hour be well spent, yetundoubtedly there ought to be seasons of relaxation from labourand from study. The bow that is always bent, will lose itselasticity. Much study is a weariness to the flesh, as wellas to the mind. Amusements and recreations are necessary; letthem be well chosen.
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For such as live a sedentary live, walking, or athletic ex-
ercises will answer the most salutary purposes. In this way
health will be preserved, and vigour, both of body and mind,
increased. It is by exercise, that the vegetative and animal
creation are strengthened and preserved. Debility, sickness,
and death are the unavoidable consequences of neglect. Most
of the complaints of those who live a sedentary life, (it
being out of nature's path they are numerous) arise from the
want of exercise.

As health is best preserved by breathing a free air, the
softer sex, who are necessarily excluded from it the greater
part of their time, may, as well as the other sex, be greatly
benefited by amusing themselves in gardens, in fields, and
partaking freely of such fruits as nature has prepared for
theuse of the human kind. Appetite at this period will be
their guide. If they wait till it be fully ripe, we shall be
slow to believe that the food of paradise will hurt them. We
know of no tree, plant, or shrub, bearing fruit, unless expe-
rience proves it hurtful, that is at this day prohibited. If
they constantly use themselves to a diet of this sort, which
nature certainly craves more than every other, there will be
but little danger; for only long abstinence provokes to excess.

If the open air be inconvenient, such exercises under
cover, at particular times, as give strength to the nerves,
agility to the limbs, decent attitudes to the body, grace to
the appearance, and elegance to the manners, are certainly
preferable to the sedentary kind, especially to games of
hazard, which irritate the temper, and are too apt to be
followed to excess. Extremes should be avoided; but the
danger, arising from the want of exercise, is infinitely
greater, than what may arise from excess. Weariness pro-
duces rest.

Music, to such as have a taste for it, is a very agree-
able and profitable amusement, especially to those who live
a sedentary life, who often suffer from a depression of
spirits. If it cast out the!evil spirit from Saul, while
thetmind is highly gratified in this way, it is impossible
that any evil spirit should find admission.
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As the present iS by some called the:writing age, it
necessarily follows that it is a reading age; for if there
were no readers, there would soon be no writers. Books are
written for amusement, as well as for study. As such, they
are useful and entertaining, or afford an agreeable relaxa-
tion. Of books of this kind some are undoubtedly better
than others. The most fashionable are not always the best.
The taste may be wrong. Cervantes once corrected the taste
of Europe. A second Carvantes may one day correct the present
rage for novels. Life, devoted to reading these, is poorly
spent. The style and manner, it is true, may be pleasing,
and that mixture of.the,marvellous, which is always in them,
enchanting; but these are no:balance for the risk of inflaming
the passions, of filling the mind with romantic notions, and
of lOsing sight of common sense. A person may read novels all
his days, and remain as ignorant of the world and what is do-
ing in it, as if he had never been born. As some will be read,
a judicious selection is preferred to an absolute prohibition.

Among books that are read for profit, I would recommend,
at an early period, the reading of well written fables, in
which the moral is so plain as to enforce immediate conviction.
The marvellous that is in them will be pleasing, and the moral
be remembered. In this way, the great Teacher, who came from
heaven, taught his disciples.

Next to these,books of axioms, aphorisms, and apothegms
may be exceedingly useful. These are easily committed. Like
pure gold, they will not decay with age, nor alter with time;
but will always be ready and fit for use. The mind, in the
first stages of life, can hardly be too well stored with them.
Of these, great men have commonly had the largest portion.
SOLOMON, FRANKLIN, and GAY, your late venerable pastor, abounded
with them. The maxims and remarkable sayings of the two former
have been collected and handed to posterity; we could have wished,
that some friend to mankind had preserved those of the latter.
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We should have had a little book, considering its size,
perhaps equal in value to any in the world. Many of his
sayings might be fitly compared to apples of gold in
pictures of silver, As things are, they are not wholly
lost; they are treasured up in the memories of many, and
will be handed to posterity, to the third and fourth
generation.

Books on natural history will next demand their at-
tention. These afford the greatest mixture of pleasure
and profit. The unfolding of nature is zs pleasing, as
the opening of the mind; and the former directly tends
to improve the latter. The works of Gbd are different
from the works of men, the more they are examined, the
better they appear; and the better they are understood,
the more they are admired. One page, in nature's book,
well understood, is worth a thousand unwieldly volumes
of dark speculation:- on things beyond the reach of hu-
man capadity. From the perusal of nature's works, we
are naturally, and I may add necessarily, led to the
knowledge of nature's God.

Travels, that are well authenticated, may, with
propriety, be put into the hands of youth; they will be
read with avidity and to great advantage. From these
we learn a knowledge of the world, the knowledge of hu-
man nature in all its varieties, and the great laws by
which the intelligent and moral world is governed. From
the knowledge of these, the most happy consequences may
be derived.

Biography is a subject to which the,attention of
youth should be early turned. Examples are infinitely
better than precepts. The errors of others will pro-
duce caution, and their virtues excite emulation. Where
both are united, something beyond mediocrity may be ex-
pected. This mode the Divine Being adopted for the in-
struction of mankind. The Bible is little else than a
history of this sort.

Civil history may be postponed to a future period,
to make room for books of piety and practical godliness.
If these are well chosen, they will be read with avidity.
Much depends on the choice.
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No subject has been more darkened, perhaps, with words
without meaning, than that of Religion. We cannot be pleased,
or benefited, with what to us is absolutely unintelligible.
We cannot believe that a subject, of infinite importance to
all, should be so dark adn inexplicable, as to make it im-
possible to be understood. Though the world is filled with
religious controversy, and for sometime we mt,st expect it
will be; yet there can be no doubt, that the youth are capable
of understanding all that is necessary. Books that teach the
essentials of religion, with perspicuity, may be found; let
them be read. Such as are calculated to warm the heart, as
well as inform the head, to afford heat as well as light. The
passions are properly the gales of life. They never ought in-
deed to assume the helm, or the place of the pilot; but if they
are , unengaged, the vessel can make but little progress, and
will not so seasonably reach its destined haven of rest. On
the other hand, books of this sort may be too warm'. The pas-
sions may be raised so high, as to put out the eye of the
understanding, or so far prevent inquiry, that the most
atrocious crimes may be committed,iunder the notion of doing
God service. This has been done, and what has been may be
again, while human nature continues what it is. Some are in
more danger from this quarter thanothers. Let the passionate
beware. A wise man will always consider, before he acts.
Serious books on piety and practical religion are numerous,
and a prudent choice may easily be made. Their number is such,
that if I should begin to name them, I should not know where
th end.

Above all, I would recommend the reading of a portion
of the holy scriptures, as part of the business of every day;
since by these, and these only, they can be made wise unto
eternal life. As the Bible is the oldest, so it is undoubtedly
the best book in the world. Since it was written at different
times, and for people in different circumstances, it cannot
be supposed that all parts of it will be equally useful, interest-
ing and plain, at every period. Let such parts as are plainest
and most essential be selected and read first, and from
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these the meaning ofcther parts will be best understood.
Those, who have begun and gone through life in the best
manner, and have finished it with a firm and stedfast hope

of a happy immortality, have taken the sacred scriptures
for their guide; and I believe no serious or sensible man
ever repented of such conduct on a dying bed. It is to be
hoped, that the example of that excellent young man, con-
cerning whom is was said, that from a child he was acquainted
with the hobi scriptures, which are able to make wise unto
salvation, through faith that is in Jesus Christ, will be
carefully followed.

Having pointed out the way in which parents may train
up their children with safety, and the way in which children
add youth should go, I have only to add, that if this work
is done, and done in season, the child will probably never
leave it. There can be, in peaceable.and happy times, no
strong temptation to desert it: On the other hand, every
day will furnish new-motives for perseverance. Reason,
conscience, the approbation of the wise and good, health,
a competency of earthly goods, support under the trials of
life, and a good hope of happiness hereafter, will all con-
spire to urge him on in the way he should go. While the
pleasures of sin are momentary, irregular, and boisterous,
like the crackling of thorns under a pot; the pleasures of

religion are pure and calm, sincere and lasting. If it is

a melancholy truth, that they who have accustomed themselves
to do evil, seldom learn to do well; it is a joyful one,
that those, who have accustomed themselves to do well, never
learn to do ill. If expe-.-ience and observation confirm the
the former, they equally confirm the latter. Sudden and
hasty resolutions, the effects of passion, pass off like the

morni:Fg ,.:loud and early dew; but religion, founded on prin-
ciple d strengthened by habit, will continue through life,
and, I atay add, forever; for we live in hope of passing into

a state, where the motives for acting well will be so powerful,
as to exclude evil of every kind, and produce the greatest
possible felicity. For such a state, my young friends, you
as well as

456



393A

24

others are candidates, and for this it is your duty as well
as interest to make every necessary preparation. The sooner
that heaven, which the gospel and that alone holds up to view,
is begun in your minds, the greater will be your peace and
comfort in life, atid your happiness forever. Be persuaded,
therefore, my dear cnildren, for whom I could travail in
birth till Christ be formed in you, to attend early to the
concerns of futurity, which are infinitely more important
than any earthly enjoyment. You are here to-day, you map
not be to-morrow; but you must be somewhere forever. Though
the veil that separates time from eternity is drawn in such
manner, that you can see nothing clearly beyond it; yet, for
aught you know, it may be soon removed. Since this event
must come, and may soon come, it behoves you to live prepared
for it. If you imagine a more convenient time for making
this preparation may come, suffer me to tell you, that it is
impossible. Youth is the seed-time of life, and if it be
neglected or lost, no harvest can be expected. The morning
is the best time for study and for action; if the morning of
life is mispent, the day will be unpleasant, the evening dark
and gloomy, and the night wretched. As youth is the time for
making preparation for ease and enjoyment im more advanced
periods; so it is the best, if not the only time to make
preparation for .7tternity. Old age, if you should live to it,
I believe it your wish and know it to be mine, is not a day
for action, but reflection. Your happiness or misery, at
that period, must result from your reflections on scenes
then past. Youthful follies will create unutterable pain;
youthful piety and virtue, joined with a review of a well-
spent life, will afford you that joy, which will be a happy
presage of your partaking of those rivers of pleasures, which
flow without interruption at th e right ,nd of the Most High.
Let nothing persuade you to delay in a matter of so much
importance. Regard not the dreams of infidels. The most
they can promise you, is the loss of existence a painful
thought to a pious mind. Cultivate faith and

457



393B

25

hope, upon which at present you must be content to live.
Yield your attention to the doctrines and your obedience
to the precepts of the gospel of Jesus Christ; thus doing,
your minds will be easy, your reflections pleasing, your
lives comfortable, your deaths quiet, and your happiness
hereafter complete.

Those, who have passed the most critical period of
life, and reflect on the: dangers they have escaped, will
do every thing in Cleir power, to guard the youth and to
bring them forward int() life, in a manner that will render
them useful while in it, and happy when they leave it.
The aged, like the fuil grown tree, must be suffered to
remain as they aro; but the youth like the tender saplirg,
may be bent to any shape, at will. If the world grows
worse, or the age more licentious, the youth are not so
much in fault as those who have the care of their minds
and manners. I know that all depends on the blessing of
God. This we cannot command, but if we are careful to
deserve it, who hath said that it shall be withholden?
Surely we have every encouragement to hope it will be
granted. Let us do our duty, and the event will be happy.

A few words, relative to the institution of litera-
ture, founded in this place, and a short address to those
who are reaping the advantages of it, will now close my
discourse.

We are thankful to the great Disposer of events. for
Inclining the heart of a wealthy Woman, who had no children
of her own to educate, to make provision for those who have,
their children of both sexes, in a manner so generous and
liberal, that for aught we know is without a parallel in
the the old world, or new; whereby she has purchased to
herself a name, better than that of sons and of daughters;
a name that will never die, and a fame that may be per-
petually increasing.

You, my young friends, are not insensible that you
are favoured, beyond many, with opportunities and ad-
vantages for improvement in literature and useful



394

26

aca.3mplishments. A price is put into your hands; our wishand prayer is, that you may have hearts to improve it. Yoursituation you will remember is not unlike that of a city seton a hill;.you are seen at a distance, and your conduct willbe the more observed according to your elevation. You arenot to expect that frailties and foibles which would be un-noticed in others in e more humble station, will be unnoticedin you. Your reputation is, or ought to be, as dear to youas your lives. A single spot or blemish in it may continuethrough life. Repentance, though it may restore you to favour,cannot undo what has been done. Reproach, justly incurred, cannever be wholly wiped off. Your friends are wishing, that, asyou increase in years, you may increase in grace; and that, asyou increase in stature, you may increase in favour with Godand man. If they should be disappointed, which God forbid, youwill grieve them much and perhaps hurry them into the grave be-fore their time. Your happiness is their's; you therefore mustsay, how great their's shall be. And on your conduct, also,the credit of this school, in part, depends.As this is the first institution that has ever been inthis Vicinity, and the only one, except one or two, in theUnited States, in which so ample provision has been made forfemale education; we are waiting to see the effects. FromBethlehem we have heard good reports. I have never heard itsaid, that a parent repented sending his daughter to thatschool. If a fountain can be judged from its streams, and thisis a safe way of judging, we have reason to think, that at Beth-lehem is pure. Though every advantage may not be enjoyed inthe Moravian school, for qualifying the sex to shine in brilliantassemblies; yet such qualifications may be easily obtained after-wards, in places where external appearances are more attended to,than the furniture of the mind. What has been said of the Moravianschool, espeatally as it relates to the sex, we hope to have saidin commendation of the Derbean school. Great things have commonlysmall begin-
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nings. How far the fame of Hingham, in con.,equence of thisinstitution, may extend, is not yet known. This numerousassembly proves, it has already excited some attention.While, my young friends, you are assiduous in your endeavoursto lay a foundation for usefulness in this world, let me exhortyou to be diligent in your preparation for the world to come.The pursuit of these two objects is perfectly consistent. Use-fulness is the way to happiness, here and hereafter. Let mepersuade you, my dear children, members of this society, (forwhom, God knows, I feel the most tender concern) by every thingthat is dear to you, to look forward frequently to.the importantday, when all distinctions of an earthly nature shall be laidaside, and every one shall appear before his God, to give anaccount of the things done in the'body. If there is any truthin revelation, I had said if there is any truth in Heaven, thisday will come. How soon, neither you nor I can tell. Heavenhas ordained, that we should live at uncertainties, that we maybe prepared for what is certain. That we all, young and old,high and low, rich and poor, may heartily engage and steadilypersevere in making preparation for this important day, Godof his infinite mercy grant, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

1+S°7
AMEN.
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The Importance of the Rising Generation
Eli Forbes
1795
Blunt & March: Newburyport

"Give me leave to add - it is of importance that youth be religiously instructed- for it is through them that religion and good morals are to be transmittedto posterity: they are our hopes, and we expect to live in them. Now tosuoport these pleasing hopes, it is necessary that they4should come upon thestage with their minds well informed in all the various branches of usefulknowledge, and their hearts irell establined by the operation of the principlesof true virtue."

"You are engaged in an arduous and imuortant work. It is not without its honoursand its pleasures; it is pleasing "to bend the twig, and to teach the shoothow to grow; " it is the highest honour to be the most extensively useful."

1. Discussion of religious education and its importance to well-functioning
and the happiness of children.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE RISING GENERATION.

A

SEP.M0 N,

preached

At the Desire of the SELECTMEN, and the COMMITTEE
for inspecting the Town Schools:

occaisoned by

THE DEDICATION

Of a new and very commodious GRAMMAR SCHOOL
HOUSE, lately erected in the First Parish of the Town of

GLOUCESTER,

on the 5th of March, 1795,

By

ELI FORBES, A.M.

and pastor of the First Church of Christ in said town.

Atid now made public at the Desire of the Hearers in general.

"The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice; and he
"w:lo begetteth a wise child shall have joy of him. Thy
"faz,her and thy mother shall be glad, and she who beareth
"thce shall rejoice. My son, give me thine heart, and

thine eyes observe my way." KING SOLOMON.

Printed at Newburyport by BLUNT and MARCH, 1795.
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To the Youth and Children of the to.t.:n of Gloucester, of
each sex and denomination, the following Sermon is
most affectionately

INSCRIBED,

BY

THE AUTHOR.

PSALM xiv. 16.

INSTEAD OF THY FATHERS SHALL BE THY CHILDREN, WHOM THOUS
MAYEST MAKE PRINCES IN ALL THE EARTH.

THIS psalm is an illustration of many other prophecies,
which relate to the Messiah, the Prince; and points him out
more expressly than any other chapter or psalm in the Old
Testament. It speaks of the royalty and excellency of his
person; the extensiveness of his victories; the righteousness
of his government, of which there would be no end: for his
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion ruleth
over all,.

And,that though in this world his subjects would be con-
tinually moving off the stage, increasing the number of the
dead; yet, that they would be succeeded by rising generations,
who should come in their room; who, by making greater improve-
ments in knowledge and virtue, under better advantages for
light, truth and grace, may rise to honour in the present, and
arrive to the dignity of kings, and the sanctity of priests,
in the future world; so, in the sense of our text, be made
princes in all the earth. So, we may consider our text as a
prophecy, containing a promise which ascertains the increasing
glory of the kingdom of the Redeemer among men; for it implies,
that, by improving clearer light and richer privileges of grace,
ane, the blessings of the gospel, the succeeding generations of
nv.:n may arive to greater purity of morals, and dignity of
character, and be made princes in all the earth.

A
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Our text also implies, that there will be a succes:ion of

men, who shall restore the wastes of mortality; that the earth

shall not want inhabitants: but the various departments, both

in civil and social life, shall be filled with honour and fidel-

ity; and not only so, but that there shall be a succession of

good men; for both the prophecy and promise of our text respect

the future happy reign of the messiah, when he shall have, as

the reward of his sufferings, a seed to serve him, who shall

be accounted unto the Lord for a generation of the righteous;

and opens to the eye of faith, an extensive spread of religion

to unborn nations; when the sublime maxims of piety and morality

shall be generally received, and operate as universal principles

of true virtue, which shall raise the dignity of human nature;

that, in however high or low offices they may be called to act,

they will fill their stations with honour; that, in the language

of our text, they may be princes in all the earth; that it may

be said of all the earth, as it was of Tyre, "Her merchants

shall be princes, and her traffickers or mechanicks shall be

the honourable of the earth. Isaiah xxiii. 8.
When we reflect upon the time, the manner and the views,

with which our pious ancestors left the land of their nativity,

and fought a retreat from the iron hand of tyranny and oppression

in these wilds of America, which,,from time immemorial, had

been overspread with moral darkness, heathen barbarity, and

Indian idolatry; and as they brought the gospel and the means

of knowledge with them, and were influenced by its sacred maxims,

the knowledge of God and Jesus Christ was soon spread--the

worship of God establishedschools were erectedseminaries
planted--colleges founded by them; but as they were not allowed

to "continue by reason of death," in the room of these pious

fathers were their children, who piously maintained these insti-

tutions: being nursed in those seminaries, they became "plants

of renown," who being transplanted into the church and state,

where they shone with honor; some in the higher and more public

offices of life; and others, being instructed in the lower and

more common branches of literature, have been bred to agricul-
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ture, navigation, and the mechanical arts, and moving in a
humbler yet not less useful sphere; but whenever either the
higher or the lower departments have been uniformly in-
fluenced, directed and restrained by the nobler principles
of true virtue, they have appeared princely in all the
earth: so that at the distance of more than two thousand
years from the publication of this prophecy and promise,
we have seen them fulfilling, down to the present day; so
that we are living witnesses of their truth and importance;
for we are in the room of our fathers, and here we see our
children forming, and by the various grades of education
rising into respectability, and will so'on take our places,
and we must leave them our room, and descend to the bed
of dust--"when our sons may rise to honour, and we shall
know it not; or they may be brought low, and we shall not
perceive it of them." But if we are not wanting to our-
selves, to our children, or to society, we may hope that
this scripture will be more completely fulfilled, and the
kingdom of the Redeemer will soon have a more extensive
spread than it ever yet has had; and that in the room of
the fathers there'will be children, who may successively
arise and declare his righteousness unto those who may be
born of them.

But prophecies and promises do not prevent or supersede
human endeavours; but they are designed to encourage duty,
to stimulate noble exertions, and support and brighten
future hopes. Therefore, animated by the prophecy and
promise, that God will have a seed to serve him, and that
in the room of the fathers shall be the children, who, by
the improvement of clearer light and more distinguidhed
priveleges, may appear in their several stations to ad-
vantage, princes in cal the earth, let us do what we can
to promote the education of our children. Partici/Jar at-
tenticn should be paid to youth, the rising generation,
that they be well instructed, religiously educated, and
steadily and wisely governed. The education of children
was always the first thing our pious forefathers attended
to; after they had got a settlement in this land, they,
like Abram, first bu'lt an altar, fixed on a place for public
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worship, and then erected schools for the education of
their children.

So long ago as in 1633, the first settlers of this
town consecrated a house for public worship, and soon after
made provision for a school, as being in their view of im-
portance to society, next to that of worshipping God in a
public and social manner, placing the duty we owe to our
children next to that we owe to our God: therefore, when
new townships were laid out or incorporated, care was taken
that lands were sequestrated first for the encouragement and
benefit of the gospel ministry, and then school lots for the
benefit and support of free schools:--so also particularly
care was taken that all instructors of schools were men of
capacity, piety, and good morals. Thus it is evident that
the ideasour forefathers had of a school education, was
that it should be religious.

And ind,aed without the heart is well established on the
principles of religion, the most enlightened head will be of
little use to society, and of less advantage to the persons
themselves; they will not be princes in the earth, will not
fill the stations they are called to occupy with honour;--
men of learning, without the balance of virtuous principles,
will be likely to prove posts to society, and accumulate to
themselves infamy and ruin. Suffer me then, on this oc-
casion, to recommend it to all whose business it is, or may
be, to provide instructors and governors of schools, that
they employ none but those who are equal to the trust, and
of sober lives and conversation; men of principle, and who
in the judgment of charity are good men. And I would
recommend to all masters and instructors of schools, that
they pay particular attention to the morals of the schools,
over which they preside; that they inform the understanding
and impress the heart; for though without knowledge the
heart cannot be good, yet the most extensive knowledge,
without the regulating principles of religion, will not
make the heart better, nor reform the life. It is of the
last importance then, that a religious cast should be
given to all school education; and this importante arises
out of the nature and reason of things, and it is sug-
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gested to us from the words of our text; for the childrenare to come in the room of their fathers, and to act a no-ble partprinces in aZZ the earth; adopt a line of conduct inwhatever department they shall be cil4ed to act in, thatmay be an honour to themselves, support the dignity ofthe human character, be, and appear to be, the sons ofGod, the disciples of Jesus Christ, and friends to all man-kind; and so, in the sense of our At, be made princes inall the earth.
Give me leave to add--it is of iwportance that youthbe religiously instructed; for it is through them that reli-gion and good morals are to be transmitted to posterity:they are our hopes, and we expect to live in them. Now tosupport these pleasing hopes, it is necessary that they shouldcome upon the stage with their minds well informed in allthe various branches of useful knowledge, and their heartswell established by the operation of the principles of truevirtue.
We all love to have our children wise and good. Thosewho are vicious themselves, love to have their children ap-pear in the world under every advantage, and to act an ho-nourable part in the sphere where Providence shall placethem, and ever approve themselves wise, virtuous and good;good members of the society to which they may belong.And I do not think that any one of us can relish thechought with pleasure, that religion, good order and liber-ty, both civil and religious, shall die in the hands of ourchildre;1; that the cause for which our ancestors left theirnative country, and for which our late fathers and breth-ren have fought, bled and died, should be lost in the handsof the next generation: and without they are well instruct-ed, well governed, their heads well furnished with usefulknowledge, and their hearts under the regulating princi-ples of piety and morality, we shall have no security of thecause in their hands. No one can well conceive how much,under God, depends upon the character of our children,both with respect to themselves and to society at large:and we can scarcely realize the refined pleasure it
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must afford a tender c.r.-f ,Afell disposed parent, when they
can look forward, and on good grounds hope, that their
children will rise up and take their places and fill them
with honour, and, in the style of our text, be made princes
in all the earth. With such a prospect the parental heart
leaps for joy, for they have no "greater joy than that of
seeing their children walk in the truth." When they see
them formed to this amiable temper, to this honourable
and useful character, they can leave the world in peace;
or like that pious father of old, who called his children
round about his dying pillow, and said, behold I die; but
God shall be with you, and make you princes in all the
eartti, ornaments to society, an honour to themselves, and
the glory of future generations.

I think we may, in the faithful discharge of the duties
incumbent upon us to the present generation, safely con-
fide in the prophecy and promise of God, that in our room
shall be our children, who, by a better improvement of the
privileges and advantages they do, or they may enjoy, in
this day of science and land of liberty, may, under the
transforming hand of knowledge and grace, be made, in
the sense of our text, princes in all the earth.

We shall close thr: presert discourse with addresses
adapted to the present occasion.

I. We address the Selectmen, the Schonl Committee
of the Town, the Trustees of the Proprietors' SLhool, and
Heads of Families.*

Gentlemen,

You have done well in the attention you have paid to,
and the provision you have made for, the education of your
children; and, agreeable to the votes of the respective
bodies yu represent, have erected houses so respectable

*SeLectmen--John Low, Esq. Col. Daniel Warner, Capt.
John Somes, Mr. James day, Mr. Caleb Pool, Mr. Stephen
Haskoll, Capt. Isaac Elwell.

Committee for inspecting the Town SchoolsRev. Eli
Forbes, Peter Coffin, Esq. Samuel Whittemore, Esq. Mr.
David Plummer, Mr. Nehemiah Parsons.

Trustees of the Proprietors' schoolCapt. Samuel
Somes, Mr. James Hayes, M-. John Rogers, Mr. John Low, jun.
Major Eliphalet Davis.
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and convenient, for that purpose: and I will assure you,
that it gives me pleasure to find that you have connected
the idea of religion with the purposes for which you built
those houses, therefore invited me to assist you in dedicat-
ing them to God. It was at the desire of the trustees of
the Proprietors* School, that we opened their house with
a dedicatory prayer and a short address to the school.

We have this day* met, and in solemn procession went
to the Town Grammar School House, newly erected for the
beneficent design of the religious education of our children,
and in a solemn and religious manner consecrated it to
God, imploring the divine acceptance of it, inviting the
divine presence,into it, and humbly asked the divine blessing
upon it; that it may become a seminary of virtue as wel'
as of the most useful learning; that plants of renown may
be transplanted from hence, both into the Church and State,
and be a seed who may serve the Lord, and cont4nue to bring
forth fruit even to old age, and be accounted unto the
Lord for the generation of the righteous.

*Fifth of March, 1795, and the order of procession was
as follows:--The Schools begun the procession from the
MettiRg House--first the Proprietors' School walked in
classical order two and two, and their preceptor, Mr. Thomas
Saunders, brought up their rear; next to him the Town Grammar
School, ie the same order; these were followed by their pre-
ceptor, Mr. Obadiah Parsons; who was follorN by the gentle-
men of the town--then ,he Trustees of the Proprietors' School--
the Committee of Inspecticn next--after them, the Selectmen;
last of all the Clergy of the Town. In this or:er the whole
body moved on to the newly erected School House, which was
now finished, ready to be improved. When the front of the
Proprietors' School reached the door, the whole stopped, and,
opening to the right and left, the Clergy moved on through
the ranks, followed by the Selectmen, and so ow; till the
whole were placed in the most decent order in the School House--
then a dedicatory prayer was addressed to the Father of Lights--
then all returned in the same order to the House of God, where
each one Jccupied the seat assigned him by mutual and previous
ag-eement, exhibiting oneJof the most pleasing scenes the
mind of man cane well imagine, and a very striking contrast
with that dismal day, the 5th of March, 1770, when Boston
streets reeked with the blood and carnage of our fellow citizens,
when every heart was pained, and every face gathered blacknessrfu;
now every heart was elate with joy, and every countenance
teemed with hope.
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Having discharged our duty in the aforesaddcTown
School House, we return to meet our fellow citizens in theHouse of our God. I have the honour to address (fromthis desk) all who have or may have the direction, inspec-tion and care of schools or families in future.

Gentlemen a d Christian Friends,

Let us go on, that we may be workers together with
God in forming a people for his praise. Let us all unite,and do what we can, to encourage, support and inspect the
education of the rising generation.

We see of what importance it is fo them; how essen-tial to the good of society: on this, under God, rests the
peace, the honour, and the prosperity, of these United Statesof America; without it, in the very , generation, thecause of truth, the fights of men, c,. and religious liber-ty, can neither be defined or defended, when anarchy
with fell discord on one [=and, despotism, with vice and Su-perstition on the other, will, like an overwhelming scourgedeluge this whole land. What then, our hands find todo, let us do it with all diligence; for our text suggests
that we are moving off--these our children are coming in
our room; in the room of the fathers shall be the children--we must soon give place to them--And what part would wehave them act in our places when we are gone?--When welook abroad, and see how many children are neglected bytheir parents, and left the sport of native corruptions,exposed to every snare the enemy of man and the contagionof evil examoles are daily spreading before theml whenwe consider how many, epecially among the lower class,who are growing up in ignorance, early learn to profanethe name of God, to waste in idleness, and sloth the sacredday of rest, and to corsume their learning age in vain
amusements and idle dissipation, our hearts may well
tremble for the ark of God, and we feel a solicitude forthe cause that those who are coming into our room mustsupport. While we confide in the divine promise, let
us extend the arm of benevolence, and gather the lambs
of the flock; and the fairer, the wtaker and
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more delicate, but not less amiable; part uf the flock, must
not be forgot; I mean the female children, whose education
has been too much neglected: let us place them all under
the nurturing hand of a religious education, that they may
be made princes and princesses in all the earth where the
future events of Providence shall place them, that we may
leave them friends to God, to themselves, and to mankind,
ornaments to society, and blessings in the world.

2dly.i. We address the Preceptors of each School.

de.ntlene'n,

You are engaged in an arduous and important work.
It is not without its honours and its pleasures; it is pleas-
ing "to bend the twig,,and to teach the shoot how to grow;"
it is the highest honour to be the most extensively useful.

This town, confiding in you, have committed to your
charge and.care their most precious treasure; their future
-hopes, which respect the honour of their families, the ben-
efit of s'ociety, and thie-pUblic interest; these dear children
are committed to your care, 'that you may make them princes
in all the earth, I. e, that you may form them to knowledge,
virtue and usefulness;--make them good men and good members
of society.

If you are faithful, how far the happy influence of
your instructions may extend, no one can tell. There is at least
a high probability, that you will succeed: for there is a
divine proverb which implies a divine promise, "Train up
a child in the way that he should go, and when he is old
he shall not depart from it."

It is evident that the propagation of religion, virtue
and good order will depend, under God, very much upon the
influence which your instructions will have upon the minds
of youth, who are, or may be, under your care. It will
in general form their future conduct, and give a cast to
their whole deportment through life, wherever they may
be spread through all the earth:--not only so, but they
will carry your principles of conduct into social and domes-
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tic life. When they form families of their own, they will,
must likely, make it their principal aim to form their
faMilies upon the same model; that a thousand descend-
ents, who never saw your faces, nor heard of your names,
may owe their honour, their religion, and their happiness,
to the influence of your instructions, your counsels, your
government and prayers;--God may succeed your honest
and faithful endeavours, and by you transmit useful
knowledge, and religion in its native purity, to the latest
posterity. But if, on the other hand, you should be un-
faithful to yeur trust, and these dear children, or others
who may succeed them, should be neglected, and grow up
in ignorance and vice, not subject to government and order,
destitute or the principles of virtue; when they form
social connections, and entee upon the stage of domestic
or civil life, they will be likely to form upon the same
model, that, instead of being peinces in all the earth,
they will be pests to society, and disseminate the seeds of
infidelity and irreTigion as far as their influence may ex-
tend: and the ill consequences, how far soever they may
reach, may, in part, at least, be charged to your account,
for we are to be "rewarded according to the fruit of our
doings." That your reward may be great, and your honest,
prudent and faithful labours may be crowned with success_
suffer me, in the last place, to recommend it to you,
that you pray with and for your schools; not only because
all success depends upon the blessing of God, which is to
be drawn down by serious, frequent and fervent prayer,
especially where we have to do with the heart, but also
because prayer is one very important and essential branch
of religious education, and which, therefore, never should
be omitted, either in families, where there are children
and servants, or in schools, where there must be line
upon line, and precept upon precept. When your children
see and hear you in a serious and solemn manner address
their great Creator, as the supreme and morel governor
of the world, and the fountain of goodness, they will
learn to form right apprehensions of his moral and rec-
toral character; their dependence upon him, and oblige-
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tions to him; and will be taught the fear of the Lord,
which is the beginnIng of wisdom: wher they hear you
humbly confess sin, and implore pardon, they will feel
themselves sinners, discover something of the nature of sin,
and the need they stand ir of the pardoning mercy of God,
and be led to repentance: when they hear you present
your petitions, in the name and through the atonement
and intercession of Jesus Christ, they will insensibly
be taught to form some correct appreheosions of this
mediatorial character, which lies in the :',1undation of
the christian faith: when they hear you o,fer up inter-
cessions foc c,zhars, especially for the afflicted, their
susceptible hearts will naturally glow with benevolence to
all mankind, and with compassion and sympathy for the
distressed, which is a leading trait of that wisdom which
is rrom above; which is first pure and then peaceable--full
of love and good fruits: so when they hear themselves,
particularly mentioned (as they always should be) they will
esteem and love you, and this will give we:ght to your
instructior.-,, render your paternal government easy, and
it hill open the young mind to imbibe the sentiments you
inculcate, and follow the example you set them; and if
these are in conformity to him who is thiecApostle and High
Priest of our profession, they will appear princaly in all
the earth.

We close with an affectionate address to the children
of these schools, and the youth and children in general.

My dear Children aad young Friends,

Most of you have been publicly dedicated to God, and
these hands of mind have adminittered the sacred rite to
you. I feel tenderly interested in your happiness, as I

have, I trust, sincerely consecrated you to God,under che
form of his initiating ordinance, under which your parents
also engaged to bring you up for him. In the discharge of
those engagements they have erected houses with every ac-
commodation, and have placed you under instructors ."-to
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may form you to knowledge and virtue, and make youprinces in all the earth. You have now a price put intoyour hands, to get wisdom; therefore get wisdom, andwith all thy getting get understanding. If you do not im-prove the advantage you now enjoy, you will offend God,injure your parents, and wrong your own souls. You haveheard that you are our hopes--that you are rising upiinour stead; for we are moving off the stage, and must soonmake our bed in the dust; for behold we die, but Godwill be with you if ye be with him; but if you forsakehim, he will forsake you You must fear God. love andserve him, and cry unto God, and say, "My Father thouart the guide of my youth." He has said, "I love thosewho love me, and they who seek me early shall find me."Seek the Lord then while he may be found, and call upoohim while he is near. You must love too the Lord 4esusChrist, who first loved us, and died for us, and roseagain from the dead, and is gone to heaven, and everlives, praying for us. An: will you not love him in retur.for the great love wherewl he has loved us? And willyou not accept of him for yt,ur Saviour, trust in him thatyou may be saved by him? He was once here on the earth;and though he was th Son of Sod, the brightness ofhis Father's glory,:,ani had all power both in heavenand in earth, yet he condescended to take particularnotice of youth, of little children, and kindly took theminto his arms, and blessed them, and said, "Of such is thekingdom of heaven." Come then to him, and lodge thesalvation of your souls in his hands. He has said, Whoso-ever will come unto me, I will in no wise cast him ont.Tho blessed Redeemer now stands with open arms to re-ceive you, and to make you the children of God, and theheirs of glory. You must ask of God, ip 4-he name ofChrist, to give you his holy spirit, to ,-hangea yoor hearts,and sanctify your natures, and to adorn your soul wito thechristian graces, that you may shine as lights in ihisdark world, and be made meet for the inheritance of thesaints in light. And God is as ready to aive his holy spi-rit to them who ask him, as we your parents are ready to
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give you breaJ, or any thing else that is good for you.But if you should forget your God, neglect your Saviour,and misimprove your time, and run heedless on, with thethoughtless, vain and vicious youth, in the paths of dissi-patio* and folly, you will make bitter work for repentance,and wound the hearts of youi parents and bring down theirway hairs with sorrow to the grave.
But if you should now improve your time, and the advan-tages you have in your hand you will rise into honour;and when you shall enter upon the staoe of life, you willappear to advantage, as princes in all the earth, the sonsof God, without rebuke. And having served God andyour generation, according to the will of God, you willmeet the approbation of your Lord and Master, and re-ceive the rewards of his s.-ace in the kingdom of glory.
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"Although the Americans are very religious people, they do not rely on
religion alone to defend the virtue of women; they seek to arr, her reason also.
In this respect they have followed the same method es in several others:
they first make vigorous efforts to cause individual independence to control
itself, and they do not call in the aid of reli[,,ion until they have reached
the utmost lints of human strength."

"It is evident that in denocratic communities the inte!.Est of individuals as
uell as the securit: of the commonwealth demands that the ed cation of the
greater mumber should be scientific, coonercial and industrial, rather than
literary."

Education in a democracy should emphasize science, commerce, industry.

1. This appears to be an attempt to j'astify the economic necessity of prepar
ing workers and technocrats for a developing society.

2. Balance of "religion" and "reason" in education of women; i nerica "reason"
is of greater valne.

3. Education In a democracy should emphasize science, commerce, industry, rather
than literature.
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Alexis de Tocqueville 1831

On Women's Education and on the Study of Greek and Latin Literature,

Alexis de Tocqueville (1805-1859), a French author and political commentator, was born
in Paris where he later studied and practiced law. In 1831 he petitioned tilt' French govern-
ment for permission to travel to the United States to study the penal syste-a .1 that country.
In addition to this official mission, be pursued his own special interests, namely an analysis
of American society, government, and demc .racy in action. He traveledx-C;iely in the United
States and made copious notes of all that he observed. IN;The excerpts below on education are from DeTocqueville's Democracy in America. writ-
ten upon his return to France in 1833. The first American edition of his work was available in
1838, and it has long been regarded as one of the finest writings on American life as seen
through the eyes of a foreigner during the nineteenth century.

N6 free communities ever existed without
morals, and I observed in the former part
of this work, morals are the work of woman.
Consequently, whatever affects the condition
of women, their habits and their opinions,
has great political importance in my eyes.

Among almost all Protestant nations young
women are far more the mistresses of their
own actions than they are in Catholic coun-
tries. Thith independence is still greater in
Protestant countries like England, which
hzve retained or acquired the right of self-
government; freedom is then infused into the
domestic circle by political habits and by
religious opinions. In the United States the
doctrines of Protestantism are combined
with great poLitical liberty and a most demo-
cratic state of society, and nowhere are
young women surrendered so early or so
completely to their own guidance.

Long before an American girl arrives at
the marriageable age, her emancipation from
maternal control begins: she has scarcely
ceased to be a child when she already thinks
for herself, speaks with freedom, and acts
on her own impulse. The great scene of the

N

world is constantly open to her view; far
from seeking to conceal it from her, it is
every day disclosed more completely and
she is taught to survey it with a firm and
-calm gaze. Thus the vices and dangers of
society are early revealed to her; as she
sees them clearly, she views them without
illusion and braves them without fear, for
she is full of reliance on her own strength,
and her confidence seems to be shared by
all around her.

An American girl scarcely ever displays
that virginal softness in the midst of young
desires or that innocent and ingenuous grace
which usually atte.nd the European woman in
the transition from girlhood to youth. It is
rare that an American woman, at any age,
displays childish timidity or ignorance. Like
the yoting women of Europe she seeks to
please, but she knows precisely the cost of
pleasing. If she does not abandon herself to
evil, at least she knows that it exists; and
she is remarkable rather for purity of man-
ners than for chastity of mind.

I have been frequently surprised and
almost frightened at the singular address

Alexis de Tocquesrille, Democracy in America, translated by Phillips Bradley (New York: Vintage Books,
Bandon-I-Muse, 1945), II, 209-211, 65-67. Copyright 1945 by Alfred A. Knopf. Inc. Reprinted by pertnis-
sion.

4715



302 On American Education

and happy boldness with which young women
in America contrive to manage their thoughts
and their language amid all the difficulties
of free conversation; a philosopher would
have stumbled at every step along the nar-
row path which they trod without accident
and without effort. It is easy, indeed, to
perceive that even amid the independence of
early youth an American woman is always
mistress of herself; she indulges in all per-
mitted pleasures without yielding herself up
to any of them, and her reason never allows
the reins of self-guidance to drop, though it
often seems to hold them loosely.

In France, where traditions of every age
are still so strangely mingled in the opinions
and tastes of the people, women commonly
receive a reserved, retired, and almost
corwentual education, as they did in aristo-
cratic times; and then they are suddenly
abandoned without a guide and without assist-
anCe in the midst of all the irregularities
inseparable from democratic society.

The Americans are more consistent.
They have found out that in a democracy the
independence of illdividuals cannot fail to be
very great, youth premature, tastes ill-
restrained, customs fleeting, -nblic opinion
often unsettled and powerless, paternal
authority weak, and marital authority con-
tested. Under these circumstances, believing
that they had little chance of repressing in
woman the most vehement passiuns of the
human heart, they held that the surer way
was to teach her the art of combating those
passions for herself. As they could not pre-
vent her virtue from being exposed to fre-
quent danger, they determined that she
Should know how best to defend it, and more
reliance was placed on the free vigor of her
will than on safeguards which have been
Shaken or overthrown. Instead, then, of in-
culcating mistrust of herself, they constantly
seek to enhance her confidence in her own
Strength of Character. As it is neither pos-
Sible nor desirable to keep a young woman
in perpetual and complete ignorance, they
hasten to give her a precocious knowledge
on all subjects. Far from hiding the corrup-
tions of the world from her, they prefer that
she should see them at once and train her-
self io shun thent, and they hold it of more
importance to protect her conduct than to be
overscrupulous of the innocence of hnr

thei hts.
Although the Americans are a very reli-
s people, they do not rely on religion

one to defend the virtue of woman; they
seek to arm her reason also. In this respect

they have followed the same method as in
several others: they first make vigorous ef-
forts to cause individual independence to
control itself, and they do not call in the aid
of religion until they have reached the utmost
limits of human strength.

I am aware that an education of-this kind
iE not without danger; I am sensible that it
tends to invigorate the judgment at the ex-
pense of the imagination and to make cold
and virtuous women instead of affectionate
wives and agreeable companions to man.
Society may be more tranquil and better
regulated, but domestic life has often fewer
charmq These, however, are secondary
evils, w ich may be braved for the sake of
Ligher interests. At the slage at which we
are now arrived, the choice is no longer left
to us; a democratic education is indispen-
sable to protect women from -the dangers
with which democratic institutions and man-
ners surround them.

Whai was called the People in the most
democratic republics of antiquity was very
unlike what we designate by that term,. In
Athens all the citizens took part in public
affairs; but there were only twenty thousand
citizens to more than three hundred and fifty
thousand inhabitants. All the rest were
slaves, and discharged the greater part of
those duties which belong at the present day
to the lower or even to the middle classes.
Athens, then, with her universal suffrage,
was, after all, merely an aristocratic re-
public, in which all the nobles had an equal
right to the government.

The struggle between the patricians and
plebeians of Rome must be considered in the
same light: it was simply an internal feud
between the elder and younger branches of
the same family. All belonged to the aris-
tocracy .and all had the aristocratic spirit.

It is to be remarked, moreover, that,
among the ancients hooks were always
scarce and dear, and that very great diffi-
culties impeded their publication and circu-
lation. These circumstances concentrated
literary tastes and habits among a small
number of men, who formed a small literary
aristocracy out of the choicer spirits of the
great political aristocracy. Accordingly,
nothing goes to prove that literature was
ever treated as a trade among the Greeks
and Romans.

These communities, which were not only
aristocracies, but very polished and free
nations, of course imparted to their literary
productions the special defects and merits
that characterize the literature of aristo-
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erratde times. And indeed a very superficial
survey uf the works of ancient authors will
suffice to convince us that if those writers
were sometimes deficient in variety and
fertility in their subjects, or in boldness,
vivacity, and power of generalization in their
thoughts, they always displayed exquisite
care and skill in their details. Nothing in
their works seems to be done hastily or at
random; every line is written for the eye
of the connoisseur and is shaped after some
conception of ideal beauty. a literature
places those fine qualities in which the

rs of democracies are naturally deli-
lent in bolder relief than that of the an-

cients; rio literature, therefore, ought to be
more studied in democratic times. This

kiktdy is better suited th,an any other to corn-
NWit the literary defects inherent in those

times; as for their natural literary qualities,
these will spring up of their own accord
without its being necessary to learn to ac-
quire therrn

It is important that this point should be
clearly understood. A particular study may
be useful to the literature of a people
without being appropriate to its social and
political wants. If men were to pezsist in
teaching nothing but the literature of the
dead languagei in a community where every-
one -is- habitually led to make vehement
exertions to augment or to maintain his
fortune, the result woulc? be a very polished,
but a very dangerous set of citizens. For as
their soéial and political condition would give
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them every day a sense of wants, which their
education would never touch them to supply,
they would perturb the state, in the name of
the Greeks and Romans. instead of enriching
it by their productive industry.

e
gi is evident that in democratic communi-

ti 'the interest of individuals as well as
the security of the commonwealth demands
that the education of the greater number
s...ould be scientific, counnercial, and indus--4trial rather than literary Greek and Lp.tin
should not be taught in a the schools; but
it is important that those who, by their
natural disposition or their fortune, are des-
tined I cultivate letters or prepared to
relish them should find schools where a
complete knowledge of ancient literature
may be acquired and where the true scholar
may be formed. A few excellent universitieS
would do more towards the attainment of
this object than a multitude of bad grammar-
schools, where superfluous matters, badly
learned, stand in the way of sound instruc-
tion in necessary studies.

All who aspire to literary excellence in
democratic nations ought frequently to re-
fresh themselves at the springs of ancient
literature; there is no more wholesome med-
icine for the mind. Not thatI hold the literary.
productions of the ancients to be irreproach-
able, but I think that they have some special
merits, admirably calculated to counterbal-
ance our peculiar defects. They are a prop
on the side on which we are in most danger
of falling.
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Education in Prussia and the United States: Descriptions and ContrastsHenry E. Dwight
1829
G. et C. & H. Carvill: New York
Title: Travels in the North of Germany in the years 1825 and 1826

"When I speak of the universities of Germany, you must not understand mespeaking of insitutions which are the same with our own. They correspondonly with the professional departments in our Colleges. The-students here,before they enter them, receive an education in thn classics, at some oneor two of the hundred gymnasia of the country, much superior to that acquiredat our colleges; and in mathematics and physical science, one that is equalto that in most of the latter."

"I have made so many remarks respecting the universities of Germany, that youwould not excuse me were I to omit giving you a sketch of the means ofeducation provided for the great masses of the people, in the common schools.In this respect, Prussia is One of the most enlightened nations in Europe;..."

1. Compares the school systems and the universities of Germany to those ofthe United States, and makes some indirect recommendations for improvements in American education. (Comparisons and contrasts.)
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Henry Edwin Dwight

Educat on in Prussia and the United States:
Descriptions and Contrats

409
310

1825 3
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Henry-Edwin Dwight (1797-1832), one of the first American students registered at the Uni-versity of Berlin, was the eighth son of Yale University President Timothy Dwight, Sr. Afterhis return to America in 1827, he and his brother, Sereno Edward Dwight, operated a Germantype gymnasium at New Haven after the pattern of the Northampton, Massachusetts, Round HillSchool.
His account of German eduCation is highly laudatory and analytical, and his detailed de-scriptions reveal a sophistication not easily discernible in other American travelers of histime. But what is more important is his comparative analysis of European education on thebasis of religion. The table of contents in his Travels in the North of Germany contains theinscription "Comparative Education of -the People in Protestant and Catholic Countries,"which is apparently the first recorded reference by an AMerican to the analysis of educationspecifically in both international and comparative terms. Therefore, Dwight can perhaps be"formally" recognized as the first self-identified American "comparative" educator of thenineteenth century.

Universities

The university of Berlin, until within afew years, was merely a medical school.
In 1810, the three faculties of theology, law,and philosophy, were added to it, and the
university was thus formed. It takes the lead,\ - 1)

this year, of all the German universiVes,
in the number of students, and also ir. the
number of lectures that are delivered. lt
is now' patronised more than any c/ther in
Germany, not excepting that of Vienna; as
the Austrian government, of late years, has
been very _unwilling to allow thAt freedom

nry Edwin Dwight, Travels in the North of Germany, in the Years -1825 and 1826 (NewArork:. Garvin, 1929), pp. 174-192, 243-254-
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of literary discussion, which is indispensableto the prosperity of an university. Thatgovernment, does not allow but one courseof statistics viz. of Austria, to he given inthat institution, from the fear that eventhrough this medium, some suspicions mightenter the minds of the youth, that othercountries, as they are more prosperous, maybe also better governed. A law has recentlybeen enacted, dated Vienna, January 26, 1826,(vide Berlinische Nachrichten. of February2d, the same year,) that in the Austrianschools of inseruction, no foreigner, whohas passed the age of ten years, shall bereceived; and that cases of admission, underthie age, shall not frequently occur. This law,illiberal as it is, is worthy of the sourcewhence it proCeeded, and must excite sur-prise even at Rome, where, as at all theother universities of Italy, *foreigners arereceived on the same footing as the natives.It, doubtless, results from the fears whichMetternich entertains, that political lightwill be introduced from abroad, to dazzlethe youth so long accustomed only to Austriandarkness. It will, for ever, prevent the in-stitution of Vienna, from rising numericallyto the elevation it would otherwise attain,as from one-fourth to one-half of the studentsin every university of Germany, with thisexception, are not natives of the kingdom,or grand duchy, in which it is situated.The remarks made in my description ofthe university of Gbttingen, are most of themapplicable to that of Berlin. Like that, it isdivided into four departments. In theology,there are seven professors and four teachers,who deliver twenty-eight courses of lectures.In the faculty of law, there are nine professorsand five teachers, who deliver thirty-twocourses of lectures. In the medical depart-ment, there are twenty-one professors andseven teachers, who deliver sixty-ninecourses of lectures on every branch ofsurgery, anatomy, materia medic, physiol-ogy, medical practice, &c. In philosophy,there are thirty-five professors and four-teen teachers, who deliver ninety-threecourses of lectures on almost every sub-ject, included from the arts of singing andriding, to mathematics and Chaldaic. Youwill thus see that there are between twoand three hundred courses of lectures de-livered in this university. Each course hereoccupies four and a half months. In mostof the courses, lectures are delivered four,five, and six times in a week; in a few ofthem, once and twice. You will perceive,by looking at the Index Lectionnm, that

there are few subjects which hold a promineiplace in moral, literary, or professionaidiAcussion, that are not here treated inelaborate manner.
The great supeyk.rity of German unitversities to' those of our country, and iitruth, to all others, except that of Parisiresults from the admirable subdivision ollabour which exists there. This is as impor-tant in mental as in physical effort, and wilIJalways ensure equal success. One man, touse a hackneyed illustration, can not makemore than five or six buttons daily, but tenmen can make a thousand, by dividing andthus simplifying their labour. A professorwho, like most Of ours, is compelled to in-struct in- several languages, and write lec-tures npon the literature of as many nations,will never advance very far, in either, andhis opinions must be a mere compilationof those who have preceded him in the samedepartments. But, when an individual devotesmost of his life to a single language, or, asthe German professors often do, to two orthree of the most distinguished works of itsliterature, he must, with moderate powers,arrive at a degree of excellence, which menof genius can not attain, where they wastetheir strength on the' literature of three orfour countries. It is an effect of this sub-division of mental effort, that we find suchworks as those of Heyne, Wolf, and Hermann,in classical learning; and to the want of itthat, until within a feW years, we have hadno writer in oriental literature, or in that ofAthens and Rome, who would sustain amoderate reputation in this country. WhenI left the United States, there were inCambridge but four professors to instructin the literature and languages of all nations,ancient and modern, and in Yale there wasbut one. Such a field is too wide for any onemind to grasp it. You may advance somedistance on many beaten tracks, but you willnever make any discoveries, unless you con-fine yourself to one or two.

You must. not understand me as saying,that a professor of Hebrew should not be sofamiliar with Arabic, Syriac, Latin, andGreek, and with the modern languages, as toread them with facility. This is indispens-able, if he will acquire an intimate knowledgeof the Hebrew, or avail himself of the dis-coveries of others, and this the German pro-fessors do universally. It is rare to find onewho cannot translate from six to seventeenlanguages, and they can often speak three orfour; but they devote most of their strengthto oae, or even to a few works of a single
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langm,ge. By this divi .iun of labour, they
have introduced in these institutions a more
thorough course of exegetical instruction
than has ever existed elsewhere. With us, if
a student can give a grammatical translation
of a few of the authors of classical literature,
he is vronounced a fine Greek and Latin
scholar, and he leaves the university in the
blaze of a Salutatory or Valedictory.

Exegesis, so far as I am acquainted
with -our literary institutions, and I have
friends connected with- many of them, has
scarcelY.become a part of classical instruc-
tion. Here they learn the construction of the
ancient languages much more minutely than
with us; so much so, that all the rules and
exceptions of the syntax muSt be understood
by the student. When he is familiar with these,
he is supposed to have acquired such a
knowledge of the language, as imperfectly
to qualify him for commencing the study of
Its authors. Much more remains to be done
before he can pursue an exegetical course to
advantage. He must become thoroughly ac-
quainted with the geography, the antiquities,
the physical character of the country whose
literature he is perusing, before he enters
upon this mode of studying. In pursuing it
as an exeget, he must study, most intimately;
the character of the people, as moral, in-
tellectual, and physical beings; be able to
trace every custom and every image to its
source; become acquainted with their myth-
ology and philosophy; ascertain whether their
opinions on these subjects were introduced
by their intercourse with surrounding na-
tions, or had their origin in their own peculiar
charac.ter; make himself intimately acquaint-
ed with their history, laws, state of society,
social intercourse, mode of Efe, their pe-
culiar rites and ceremonies; examine the cir-
cumstances under which the author wrote
his work, and of the nation at the time it
was written; in one word, discover every
thing connected with them as moral, intel-
lectual, political, religious, social, andphys-
ical beings; so that he may, in the fullest
manner, overcome all those difficulties which
distance, time, and place, have thrown in
the way of the reader. It is from the pursuit
of this course, that so many of these pro-
fessors appear, in their studies and lecture-
rooms, to live more in past ages than in
the present century, and to be more familiar
with the manners and customs of antiquity
than wph those of Germany. It is thus that
they l4-rn to feel the true r3pirit of David,
of Isaiah, AtEschylus, Euripides, Dante, or
Calderon, With almost the same force as
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the contemporaries of those poets. Such a
professor becomes, in fact, a lamp to guide
the student in the darkness of antiquity.

It is not in ancient languages only, that
they pursue this course of exegetical instruc-
tion. The remarks just made above, are as
applicable to their lectures on modern
literature, as to that of Greece and Rome.
In fact, no other course of study is con-
sidered of any avail, and any other mode of
lecturing would be the means of rendering -
every seat of the lecture-room vacant. This
exegetical mode of study has been pursued
with far more ardour, during the last seventy
years, than before. Michaelis, in oriental
literature; Heyne and Ernesti, in the ancient
languages, created an interest in exegesis,
previously unknown in this country. They
have been succeeded by hundreds, perhaps
it should be said by thousands, who have
applied this mode of studying to the litera-
ture of almost every language, from China
to the ultima Thule. The number of distin-
guished exegets, is much greater now than
at any previous period. This remark is
particularly applicable to the Orientalists
and Grecians of this country; for these are
the names w1,-Ich they receive when they
arrive at eminenc being called no longer
Germans.

The same subdivision of labour exists in
almOst every other department of instruc-
tion,y as most of the universities possess
cabinets and apparatus sufficiently extensive,
to illustrate every branch of science. Though
foreign langurm,es and literature are pur-
sued here wit' n. interest unknown since the
reformation, equal ardour is manifested
in the study medicine, and in many of
the branches physical science. In con-
sequence of ..ts the German students ac-
quire a thor igh education in all the most
important b ches of knowledge. The dis-
tance betweE them and our own students is
of course ye, y great. The former, when they
enter the universities are mtich better ac-
quainted with the classical literature, than
ours when they are graduated, and many of
them are superior to many of our professors.
This must -continue to be the fact, so long
as our literary professors are compelled to
trace the immense field of classic or modern
literature, and it ,may be added, so long as
our universities continue on their present
footing.

With us, as well as in Germany, the pro-
fessors are chosen for life, but here the re-
semblance ceases. In the United States we
give them a sufficient salary, to enable them
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to live pleasantly; and when once chosen,they realize that their fortune is made, thatthey have reached the ultimatum of ascent.Here they receive only half a subsistencefor themselves and families; and whetherthey acquire the other half or not, dependsentirely upon their own efforts. They per-fectly understand, that nothing but a repu-tation for talents and attainments will filltheir lecture rooms, and that to acquirethis fame, the most indefatigable applicationand industry are necessary. Every depart-ment has its four or six professors andteachers, who deliver lectures on subjectsso nearly similar, that a constant rivalryis produced. For example, to a studentpursuing Greek literature, it is of very little
importance whether he reads Sophocles orV..uripedes, but it is very necessary thatthe professor whose 1.ectures, he attendsshould be thoroughly acquainted with theauthor he attempts to explain. These gentle-men perfectly understand, as well as thestage and steamboat proprietors of ourcountry, that if, they are negligent, theywill be deserted. This is not a little in-creased by the division into ordinary andextraordinary professors and teachers. Thelatter clasS who are paid nothing by the

government, but are only permitted to de-liver lectures, receive a Frederick cl,or, from each of the pupils, and are almostuniversally stimulated by necessity. Be-sides this they feel all the ardour of youth,and the consequent longing for reputation.To acquire subsistence and fame, they makeunwearied exertions. Before them they seethe extraordinary professors, whose title inthe eyes of the students, gives them a priorclaim; and to overtake them in the racethey strain every nerve. The extraordinaryprofessors see below them a number ofyoung men, putting forth all their energy,while above them they behold the ordinaryprofessors who have reached the highestpoint of ascent. This class are placed underthe influence of two most powerful stimulants,the fear of being overtaken by the teachers,and the desire of surpassing the ordinaryprofessors. The ordinary professors seebelow them two classes, at different dis-
tances, rapidly rising towards them, oftenalmost treading upon their heels, and not
unfrequently taking the lead in the numberof their auditors, as well as in reputation.Under such a stimulus, they very rarelyfall asleep, or relax their efforts, until ageor debility arrives.

This continued strife has the happiest ef-

4 c.?9

fee. on the literature of this country, andin this respect, the German universities arebetter organised than any others in Europe.It is folly to suppose, that the mere in-fluence of principle will induce most pro-fessors who do not feel great enthusiasmin their departments, to make the neces-sary efforts to arrive at excellence. Theywill often find bad weather in winter, andreal or imaginary debility the rest of theyear, an excuse for relaxation or indolence.American professors are usually station-
ary from forty-five to fifty years of age,until their decease; or, to indulge the utmost'
charity, they advance very little after thatperiod; here, they are continually acquiringfame by new attainments, and they arerarely unoccupied, even at seventy.In the United States, the professorsusually write but one course of lectures,which is delivered from year to year, untilit lose' with even +hems Ayes half its in-terest, from its monotony; here, there arevery few who do not deliver two, three, andeven four courses on di:ferent branches oftheir profession at the same time, whichoccupy them as many hours during three,four, and even five days of the week. Withus, a professor is usually chosen at avery early period of life, and long beforehis attainments have quaiified him for hisstation, with the hope that his talents andindustry will justify the appointment. If, asis sometimes the case, they are chosen at amore advanced age, they are selected fromone of the professions in which they havebeen so long occupied, that they have hadbut little time to devote to any thing butthe practical part of it. This is particularlytrue of theology and medicine, and is almostequally so in the department of law. Thoughthey make very good clergymen, lawyers,and physicians, very few of them, howeverdistinguished are their talents, make ableprofessors. A man designed for such a sta-tion, like an Officer in the army, should beeducated for his profession, and should gothrough all the gradations of ascent, untilhe arrives at the highest chair of instruc-tion. It is almest as uasafe to choose aprofessor of theology, of law, or of medicine,because the person chosen was a goodpreacher, lawyer, or physician, as it wouldbe to elevate a common soldier to the rankof general, because he performed his drillwith great precision. The one requires aslong a course of study and of diligent ap-plication as the other. Happily for Germany,a very different course is pursued here. Be-



t

9-/ 3
371-

Henry Edwin Dwight 671

fore an individual can reach the humbletation of teacher, he mtn..t exhibit finelents, and an amount of learning which
ew of our professors possess. In this station
e remains a long time, and years must rollaway, unlese_ his attainments are very un-

common, before he is raised to the extra-
ordinary chair. Previous to this elevation,
he passes six, eight, ten, and sometimes
fifteen years, in the most diligent research,relying entirely upon his own efforts forsuccess.

When a professor at length takes the first
ascending step, he is not considered qualifiedto receive the compensation or title of an
ordinary professor. Here he remains manyyears dependant upon the three or four hun-dred dollars that he receives from govern-ment, and on the fees of his.lectures for
subsistence, until he shows the same decidedsuperiority over his brethren of the sameclass, that he did when, as a teacher, he
was called to the extraordinary chair. Even
this is not enough. The German universitiesare all rival institutions, and the custom isuniversal, of appointing those who fill the
prominent places in any one of them, to asimilar place in another. To induce them toleave the chairs which they occupy, largepecuniary offers are made, and to these
are not unfrequently added titles and decora-
tions. The government of the university arethus under the necessity of retaining themby similar offers, or of seeing many of the
students folllowing the professor to a neigh-
bouring institution. Learning and talent arethus thrown into the market, and become asmuch an article of commerce as any branch
of manufactures. They are usually struck offto the highest bidder, unless the peculiarexcellence of the library, as at Gottingen;
or of tt a hospitals, as at Berlin, should
induce t. individual to make a pecuniary
sacrifice for the sake of the greater facilitieswhich his actual situation affords for arrivingat eminence.

In consequence of this prevailing custom,
an extraordinary professor is far from being
certain of advancement to an ordinary chair,although he may have arrived at the first
rank among his rivals in the university wherehe resides. If the fame of some other in a
distant institution should surpass his own,he may have the mortification of seeing
the vacancy filled by a stranger. The con-
sciousness of this danger is a new motiveto him to be ever active, and the thorough
preparatiori_which he makes, accordingly
enables him, when he has at length arrived

at the ne plus ultra of ascent, to appear inevery respect fitted for his station. Here heis still under the influence of the motiveswhich have been already referred to, whichtend to keep him constantly active. But witheven these habits of application he might, attimes, be persuaded to relax his efforts.Many of these gentlemen by the time theyhave reached the ordinary professorship,have acquired such fortunes or reputation asmight induce them to cease from exertionand to live upon their past fame, like "asword in its scabbard rusting inglorionslyaway," were- not new motives still' to bepresented to their -minds. These are the titlesand ribbons which are conferred by the mon-archs on those ordinary professors, who inthat station acquire great distinction. As soonas a man here has acquired fortune hecovets titles, for literary reputation is notsufficient to satisfy the boundless love ofdistinction. The desire of having A von pre-fixed to his name, the hope of mceiving theorder of the black eagle of Prussia, of thewhite falcon of Weirnar, of the great crossof the order of merit of Bavaria, &cc., wnichfrom time to time are conferred on theliterati of this country, induces him to con-tinued exertions. The presentation of one ofthese increases his wish for more, until hebecomes as desirous of them as an Italianvetturino is of his buono :nano. With this
system of advancement, bestowing its rewardsexclusively according to the talents and in-
dustry of the individual, yOu will easily per-ceive that to be a professor in Germany re-quires an amount of learning and a course of
preparation to which in the United States weare strangers.

Many of the preceding remarks are madewith feelings of deep regret, and not in thespirit of censure. I am perfectly aware ofthe great difficulties that are thrown in theway of attainments in a country like our own:I am equally aware that the means of procur-ing an education in some branches of knowl-edge, particularly in exegetical theology,
have not extensively existed till within a few
years. Most of these difficulties can be hence-
forth overcome, with the aid of German ar-_
dour and German industry. This is the vinegarthat will soften the intellectual mountains
which the student is compelled to climb. With
these no Alpine heights need discourage him,
nor induce him to retire and leave the glo
ous country which lies beyond, unexplored
uneonquered. With this he will surmou ,ttevery eminence, and though Alps on Alps
arise, he will continually advance, until. stand-
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ing on an intellectual Mount Blanc, the pros-
pect of another clime and a distant age rises
to his view, to reward hint for his exertions.

The time I hope will soon arrive, when
the faculties fOr acquiring knowledge will
be within the reach of every individual. A
theological professor who is not well versed
in exegetical literature, does not exist this
side of the Rhine, auci few clergymen can be
found in this part of Germany, who are not
tolerably well acquainted with the Hebrew
language and its literature. It would be un-
reasonable to demand, that our professors
should be as profound scholars as those of
this country: this at present is irapoesible.
We have no libraries by means of white. they
can arrive at the same degree of excellence_
With the exception of that of Cambridge, I
have not seen one that contains, independently
of its Greek, Latin, and English authors, one
work in twenty which is indispensable to the
eye of a German librarian, and which can
easily be found in the large libraries of this
country. With such s. poverty of materials,
how can it be expected that we should arrive
even at moderate reputation in literature and

, science? But although the historian, the pro-
fessors in modern literature, and especially
the authors who write on subjects from the
beaten track, can procure butfew of the books
t..t ich they are referred in examining the

. subjects on which they write; those who fill
the chairs of classical literature and of theol-
ogy, will soon be able to procure such as are
necessary to become thorough exegets in their
departments. Even where these do not exist,
it is delightful to reflect, that our commerce
with Europe is now so extended, as to enable
them at any time to procure them. Neither
our literary men nor our clergymen, are in
such indigent circumstances, as to prevent
their availing themselves of the chef-
d'oeuvres in foreign literature in their de-
partments. A little of Hannibal's vinegar will
enable them hereafter to surmount every
obstacle.

No one can lament more than myself the
poverty of our libraries. I should look upon
the individual who would establish such a
library in the United States, as that of
Gottingen, as the greatest benefactor to my
country, who has lived since the days of Wash-
ington. A residence near such a library as

.. that just mentioned, near those of Berlin, of
Dresden, or of la BiblioWque du Roi at Paris,
is almost enough, independently of family at-
tachments, to reconcile a student to leave his

1

country, and to reside in a foreign land. How
i long shall we wait before a small part of the

4 8

literary treasures of the Continent are landed
on our shores? When will our libraries be-
come objects of interest to the eye of the
foreigner? Our country is overflowing with
wealth, and her physical and moral resources
excite the astonishment of foreign n.n.tions.
The time has gone by, for us to chaunt the old
hackneyed song, ocWe must level our forests
before we strike the lyre." The UnitedStates
are at least twice as rich as Prussia, and are
increasing in wealth with fiye times the rapid-
ity. We have as yet very limited means of
acquiring literary reputation, and not one uni-
versity, in the German sense of tlie word.
Prussia, with an equal population, has six
national universities, each of which, Greifs-
wald excepted, has from two to four tithes as
many instructors as Cambridge; and +hat of
Berlin, has greater literary resources than
all the collegiate and university libraries and
cabinets of the United States can afford.

When I speak of the universities of
Germany, you must not understand me speak-
ing of instit.F tons which are the same with
our own. They correspond only with the pro-
fessional departments in our colleges. The
students here, before they enter them, re-
ceive an education in the classics, at some one
or two of the hundred gymnasia Of the country,
much superior to that acquired at our col-
leges; and in mathematics and physical sci-
ence, one that is equal to that in most of the
latter. To form a correct comparison, it is
unnecessary to deduct all the academical stu-
dents. I have now before me a list of all the
students in the Prussian universities in 1825.
More than three-fourths of these are pursuing
theology, law, and medicine. The remainder
are studying some one or more of the fifty or
sixty branches of the philosophical depart-
ment, many of them with the intention of de-
voting themselves to science or belles-
lettres, while others hope to obtain places
under government, or to lead a life of ease on
their estates. In these six universities there
were the last year, 4816 students.' in the
medical schools of Philadelphia, Baltimore,
New-York, Boston, New-Haven, Lexington,
and Dartmouth, the only ones which deserve
to be named, there were never more than 1300
students at a time, probably not more than
1100. The theological schools of Andover,
Cambridge, New-.Haven, Princeton, Auburn,
New-York, and Virginia, they have never hadr.,4

'In the winter of 1.'128, there were in the Prus
sian universities, fit e thousand eight hundred a
ninety students. Vid. Foreign Review, No. 2d, page
266.
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at any one time four hundred students. There
are not one hundred young men studying law
at all the colleges and universities of our
country.2 The number of graduates who are
pursuing science and literature at these in-
stitutions, -with the intention of devoting their
lives to these pursuits, has never been fifty.
Taking the largest of these estimates, we have
in Prussia the number of students amounting
to 4816; in the United States, to 1850. It should
be recollected, however, that three-fourths of
our students are the sons of our farmers,
while not one in fifty is here the son of a peas-
ant. From this you will be enabled to form. a -

comparative estimate respecting the liberal
education of the inhabitants of the towns in
this country, and in the United States.

Happily for the literature of Prussia, as it
must be admitted, this country is not a con-
-federate republic, and it has but two prominent
sects. There is,- accordingly, no necessity for
establishing a university in every departMent
of the kingdom for as many different sectS as
there are departments. The money devoted to
the support of these institutions, is not as with
us, drawn off in forty or fifty channels, (for
in the United States almost every state has pne
or two, ind some of them three and four col-
leges, ) each `8f which is soon dried up. Flowing
as it does in a Small number only, they make
the wildei:hess to bud and blossom as the rose.
The clamour of this or that province, this or
that town, that the government is spending the
people's money, that the university is not
properly situated, and their consequent re-
fusal tore-elect those who were instrumental
in making such appropriations, are here un-
known. The money thus ay- iropriated is not,
as with us, apPlied principally to buildings,
to the mere outside of literature in the form
of brick, stone, and mortar; but to the estab-
lishment and increase of libraries, cabinets
and apparatus.

.In the universities of this country, no
buildings are erected, but those. which are
necessary to contain the materiel of liter-
ature. The lectures in most of the uniVer-
sities are delivered in the houses of the pro-
fessors. In Berlin, it is true, they are held in
the university edifice, but it is in the same
building where the cabinets of natural history,
anatomy, &c. are a3setnbled. In Leipzig and
Halle a few of the. lectures are delivered'in
the public edifice; but most of them, are at
the houses of the professors. The amount of

I' 2-Reference is here made to the state of the
41edica1., theological, and legal schools, previous
o the year 1823.when I went to Europe.

money thus saved, to be appropriated to
iearning, is very great. To illustrate this, we
may refer to two facts which have come un-
der your observazion. The new granite chapel
at Cambridge cost, as I have rlways under-
stood, sixty thousand dollars; and the two
buildings at Andover, the chapel and college,
eighty thousand. Two buildings at New-Haven,
corresponding, in almost every respect, with
those of Andover, and equally useful, though
inferior in beauty, cost 24,000 dollars, or
12,000 each. Had similar edifices been
erected at those places, there would have been
left a surplus of 48,000 at Cambridge, and of
56,000 at Andover, for the increase of the
libraries of those institutions. This sum,
judiciously expended in Europe, would have
procured for the former thirty thousand, and
for the latter thirty-five or forty thousand
volumes of standard works. What a different
prospect would such an appropriation have
presented to the eye of the scholar! What an
influence would two such libraries, united to
those which now exist in those institutions,
have exerted on the public mind! They would
soon have become the favourite residences of
our students, the classic ground of our coun-
try; and graduates would have resorted to
them from every college in the UnitedStates,
to avail themselves of their literary treas-
ures.

The prospects of our country, in a political
point of view, are very brilliant; sufficiently
so to satisfy the most ardent wishes of an
American. My heart beats with pride and joy
when I contrast its prosperity with that of
the richest countries on the continent; and
when I look forward to the future, I think I can
see the United States rising with a grand-aur
and glory utequalled since the birth of time.
In a religious point of view, it is equally
flattering. The activity of our benevolent and
religious institutions, leads one to hope, that
the time is not far distant, when the silence
of our immense forests, now only broken by
the shout of the savage, and the howl of the
wolf, will be exchanged for the sounds of
many thousand ,fchurch goingbells,P, and that
from most of its hamlets, prayer will daily
ascend f rom hearts overflowing with gratitude
and love. The rapid increase of these in-
stitutions leads one to believe that, ere long,
many of the ships which spread their canvass
for a Pagan land, will bear missionaries,
bibles and artists, to diffuse the blessings of
Christianity and civilization to those buried in
ignorance and sin. But with all this to excite
our joy, there is, in our literary prospects,
very little to gladden the eye. I fear that, in

485
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this respect, we are to be the by-word ofmonarchists. Our cannon and our commercewill make us respected, perhaps feared, butwill do little to excite the admiration of theliterati of Europe. Who can look at Lorenzode Medici, without feeling far more respectfor him as the patron of genius, than as therichest man of Florence? Who can lock atthat republic, and distinguish its proudmerchants, in the blaze of its literary fame?-What intelligent American can look at Eng-land, and feel half the respect for her proudtriumphs, from Crecy and Poictiers to Water-loo, that he does for her Shakspeare, herMilton, her Bacon, and Newton? The arcnesof triumph which Commemorated those vic-tories, have, and will, crumble into oblivion;but those proud names will shine with in-creasing effulgence, until time shall be nomore.
Our universities, in some respects, re-semble those of England; which, howeverwellthey may answer in a monarchy, are very illadapted to a republic like ours. As a nation,we are the most intelligent on earth; as aliterary nation, ours is the least respectable,the Catholic countries south ofus, and those inSouth America excepted. Commerce, agricul-ture, manufactures, and politics, absorb mostof our thoughts; and we feel perfectly satisfiedif our sons receive an education similar to thatof their fathers. In this respect, we have notadvanced with the spirit of the age. Americantravellers are proverbial on the continent fortheir ignc:ance of foreign language and litera-ture. Even few cif our foreign ministurs cantalk fluently in other languages thantheir ownwhen they leave our shores, -while almostevery valet de tgace, and servant of a largehotel in Germany,Russia, or Italy, can at leastspeak French, and many of them English. Weappear to feel extensively as if the treasuresof the mind were confined to the Latin, Greek,and English languages. For this reason notonly the chef d'oeuvres of the continentalnations, but the researches they have made inoriental and modern literature, are, to mostof our countrymen, sealed books. How manyhundreds of our lawyers are unacquainted withthe celebrated code of Napoleon, because theyhave never learned the French language!Howlarge a number of our physicians are equallyignorant of the actual state of their ownscience in Paris, for the same reason! Howfew of our clergymen are sufficiently ac-quainted with the German language, to availthemselves of the researches made in orien-tal litsrature, and of the great discoveries ofthe Germans in criticism.
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The peculiar form of our governmentrenders it excessively difficult to establish auniversity on a popular foundation, withoutirritating not only the feeling:: of every manwho loves to harp upon national economy, butalso of every sect tnroughout the state wherethe university is to be located. Our divisioninto so many small republics, excites thevery laudable desire in the minds of many ofthe inhabitants, to have a state university.The feelfmg with us almostuniversally exists,that a foundation must be laid for the religiousinstruction of the students. As the funds of theinstitution are not sufficient to endow a pro-fessorship, and build a chapel for every sect,one of them must, in this reapect, befavoured; and in the eyes of the public, it isimmediately transformed into an engine forpromoting the views of Presbyterians; Epis-copalians, or Baptists. Those belonging toother sects immediatelybecome dissatisfied,and henceforward refuse, if they form amajority, to make the necessary appropria-tions to its support. If not sufficiently num-erous to prevent this, they usually succeedby raising the hue and cry of wastingthe publicmoney, in which all young politicians unite, asthis is the road to success at the ensuingelection. Our literary institutions, like thehare, are thus hunted down; and if they escapedestruction, they are compelled to pass anexistence in silence, far removed from thenotice of their pursuers. In this respect, amonarchical form of government possessesimmense advantages over a republic. Most.monarchs glory in being thought the patronsof learning, the Mwcenas of their countries.Fortunately for literature, they can disposeof the public funds to promote its prosperity,without being afraid of losing the votes of thelower classes in their vicinity. The cry ofwasting tie "people's money," raiscd bythese and similar classes of society, Whowould rejoice tobring every one downto theirown level of ignorance, as well as the poison-ous breath of sectarianism, like the Simomand Sirocco, dry up all those fountains in ourcountry which are necessary to the luxuri-ance of literature. Under their influence itoften pines away; and if it survives, it flour-ishes like an exotic in a barren and frigid soil.Were it not for our perfectly democraticalform of government, we should be placedupona footing somewhat similar to the small statesof Germany. Like our individual states, theyare too small in population and resources texert much influence on the political worldOnly one avenue to distinction remains, viz.the.% of literature. Accordingly we find in many. -
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them, at least one university, which is'I atronised in the most liberal manner, and
thi rovided very abundantly wie materielof

instruction. A literary rivalry is thus excited,
-which is not only visible in the broad foun-dation on which they rest, but also in thestrife which so generally exists among the
monarchs, to obtain the most eminent literatiof this country. No means within their powerare left unemployed to attain the summit ofexcellence, and to increase the facilities forinstruction. Accordingly you find that someof these states, whose territory and popu:lation are so small, as almost to escape yourobservation in a general survey of Europe,hola in the literary world a more distin-

guished rank than the country of the Czar,-
notwithstanding he can say with Philip, inSchiller's tragedy of Don Carlos, .

"Die Sonne geht in meinem Staat nicht unter." 3

Weimar, for example, with a territory notlarger than many of the counties of New-York, and a pop;...lation of two hundred andthree thousand inhabitants has a university.of between Jour and five hundred students,4
with two libraries, containingone hundred and
forty thousand volumes, three learned soci-eties, -and several distinguished gymnasia,besides other schools of an elevated charac-ter. Baden, with a territory not so large as
MassL..chusetts, and a population of but little
over a million, has two universities, contain-ing almost twelve hundred students, three
public libraries, in which are assembled onehundred and forty thousand volumes,, four
lycea, and fourteen gymnasia, to say nothingof the numerous Latin schools which existthere. It issuch institutions which give to
these petty kingdoms and duchies their fame,
without which they would be almost unnoticed,or if observed, soon forgotten by the trav-eller. More learned works have issued from
the university of Gottingen in less than ninety-
five years, than from the whole continent ofAmerica during the three centuries whichhave elapsed since its discovery. It is this
literary reputation which has extended thefame of these countries to the most distant
lands where students exist, and their patrons,in the eyes of every philanthropist, have

-The sun never sets en my dominions.
4Before the murder of Kotzebue there cvere al-most eleven hundred students in that un versity.As Sand was a student of Jena, many of Lhe Ger-.

Man monarchs enacted a law, forbidding any oftheir subjects to join that university.
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much more reason to glory in their pros-perity, than the autocrat in his million ofbayonets. Why cannot most of our states, inproportion to their population, hold the sameintellectual rank in the Republic of Letters?They might easily do it, were their govern-
ment suffic1.2ntly enlightened to place ourliterary institutions on an equally broad
foundation, provided the spirit of sectari-anism would not violate the comparativelyholy ground of literature, and by its prose-
lyting breath cover it with ruin and desola-tion.

Before dismissing this subject, on whichhave dwelt perhaps already too long, I mustallude to a defect which exists in all ourcolleges and universities, one too, of whichwe seem to be totally unconscious. I alludeto the appointment of tutors to instruct thethree younger classes. The station itself isneither sufficiently lucrative, nor respecta-ble, in the eyes of these young gentlemen, norin those of the public, to induce any one ofthem to fix upon it as a permanent employ-ment. The great majority of those who fillthese place, are chosen from one to threeyears, after receiving their degrees. Duringthis interval, many of them, it is true, have
been -employed in instruction in our grammarschools, in the hic, hc, hoc, and the o, 77,7e
of Latin and Greek literature, but others havebeen pursuing their classical studies, and arethus less qualified to1lecome instructers thenwhen they were graduated. Even the former
have been most of the time occupied with therudiments of these languages, and howeverwell they may be qualified to give instruction
in this respect, they do nothing towards ex-plaining the author exegetically, or makingtheir hearers feel his beauties. The recita-tions become mere dry translations, withoutany allusion to the antiquities, the state ofsociety, or the circumstances under whichthe author wrote, his work often mere words,conveying ideas so faint, as to divest hispoetry or prose of most of its beauty. The
recitation is resorted to from necessity, con-
sequently listened to with but little pleasure,and its termination diffuses joy over the
faces of most of those who are present.

Independently of the youth and the want ofpreparation of this class of instructer .1, thereis another evil, quite as great, and whicexists almost universally in our college
Most of the tutors at their appointment arpursuing their professional studies, or commenee them soon after. The limited salary
they receive, presents no inducement to themto continue any longer in this situation than
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is necessary, as each of the professions holdout to them a much more flattering prospect.Instead of dev-otingall their time to preparingthemselves for their recitations, not a smallpart of it is passed in studying law, meoicine,or theology. They view these places as har-bours, where they can safely lie during thestorm which usually darkens the prospects ofyoung men just preparing to enter on theircourse of life.. Their future profession is thegreat object of interest, and one to which mostof the energies of their minds are directed.Though in 5aistruction they comply with theirprescribed duties, they rarely do much torouse the enthusiasm of their pupils, andquite as rarely find their own excited. Weretheir salaries increased two-fold, and theythus enabled to marry, there would be no dif-ficulty in finding young men .of talents whowould gladly avail themselves of such sta-tions, not for a few years only, but until they,by their attainments, were called upon to fillthe vacancies in the professorial chairs of thecolleges and universities of our country. In-stead of finding themselves treated with solittle respect as they often are by students,they would in their eyes be regarded as butlittle inferior to the professors, as many ofthem, from their age and attainments, wouldbecome their equals. The remarks I havemade when speaking of the importance of thor-oughly educating professors fox their sta-tions, are equally applicat le to this class ofinstructors. Their labour might be greatlydiminished, if each one, like the teachers inthe German universities, would confine him-self to one e- and instruct all theclasses i )uld then arrive at athorougl their particularbranch& ng or science, and beenabled to eacite an ardent enthusiasm amongtheir pupils. Their instruction, instead of be-ing as it often is, not very interesting, wouldbe prized by most of their pupils, and therecitation bell would be to them a summons toa literary banquet, no less agreeable thanthat which Cans them to the refectory. . . .

Common Schools

I have made so many remarks respecting
the universities of Germany, that you wouldnot excuse nte were I to omit giving you asketch of the means of education provided forthe great mass of the people, in the commonschools. In this respect, as well as in heruniversities, Prussia is one of the most en-lightened nations in Europe; indeed second

),only to Saxony, unless the southern pa t ofScotland is an exception. The Rhine provinceshave been united to Prussia for so short atime, that their population has not yet begunto exhibit the same intellectual cultivation asthe centre of the kingdom; still so broad isthe foundation which has been laid for theirimprovement, that there is reason to hope,that they will, in the course of a few years, belittle, if any inferior to their westernbrethren.
Prussian Poland, is in education, muchinferior to the western part of Prussia. That',ignorance is the mother of devotion,,, hasbeen as fully believed by her priests, as bythose of Italy. With the exception of thatpart of poland near the Baltic, little had beendone to raise the character of the people,b,:-fore the first division of that kingdom. Fred-erick the Great was too much occupied withwar and belles-lettres to find time for themental improvement of the great body of hissubjects; while his successor, Frederick Wil-liam the second, was too intent upon pleasureto do any thing for Prussian Poland. It re-mained for the present sovereign to providethe means of instruction for his Polish sub-jects, and to reorganise the schools of thatpart of his kingdom. Although they are muchinferior to those of the old provinces, theyare rapidly improving, and there is reason toanticipate a speedy mental renovation among apart at least of that unfortunate people.The remarks that will now be made re-specting the schools of this country, applypeculiarly to central Prussia, or to that partof the kirgdom which excludes the provinceson the Rhine, and Prussian Poland. PerhapsSile also should be excluded, as when itwas conquered by Frederick the Great, it wasmarked by that ignorance which is so char-acteristic of most parts of the Austriandominions; and although it has long been unitedto Prussia, it has made much less progress ineducation than the rest of the kingdom.It is an interesting subject to everytraveller in Europe, to observe the differencewhich exists in the respective means of edu-cation in Protestant and Catholic countries.This is most clearly visible in Germany. Inthe Protestant states of the north, most ofthe peasantry can read and write, while inAustria and Bavaria the proportion is versmall. Wiirtemberg which touches Bavariahas a comparatively enlightened peasantryWhen you travel through Switzerland, you caneasily discover by the relative neatness of thevillages and the prosperity of the people,as well as by their intelligence, whether you
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'lure in a Catholic or Protestant canton. Travelihrough Saxony, and you will not discover a1,tchild of ten years old, who has not acquiredthe rudiments of education; but cross theBohemian boundary, and vou will soon per-ceive that the peasantry are comparativelyignorant. In'France after minute inquiriessinevery part of the kingdom -which I visited,I learned that of the adults among theCatholic'peasantry, a large proportion of-them couldneither read nor write; while among the Prot-estants, almost every child was instructed.Far be it from me to imply that Catholiccountries have not done much, very much, topromote the cause of literature. The effortsof Leo X. to revive the spirit of learning inItaly, exalt him, notwithstanding his anathe-mas against the Protestants, above the greatmass of monarchs, who have embraced thereligion of the Reformers. - The patronageafforded by his father, Lorenzo de Medici, toletters and the fine arts, will be rememberedwith gratitude by students, when Florenceshall be no more.
The great difference, however, betweenProtestant and Catholic countries, consistsnot in the number of scholars and artists whohave been patronised, but in the foundationwhich has been laid for instructing the greatmass of the people. Compare the Protestantcountries of Europe, England, Denmark, Swe-den, Saxony, and Prussia, for example, withItaly, Spain, and _Portugal, or even withFrance. Look at Holland, and then at theNetherlands; at Protestant and Catholic Ire-land. Look above all at the United States ofAmerica, and contrast it with Mexico andtherepublicL oi the South. Whence comes thismighty difference in European nations, whicha few centuries since were all equally super-stitious, and equally degraded?Why has Italy,for a long period the lamp of Europe, alwayshad a peasantry but little superior in knowl-edge to the animals of her soil? Why are thecommon people of the Roman states, at thisday, among the most ignorant and degradedof Europe? There the wealth and power ofthe Catholic Church has centered; nationsfor ages have brought thither their tribute;and still her peasantry have always beenignorant and debased. It does not result fromthe -want of means on the part cif the govern-ment. The money expended in the festivals-1 of Rome for several centuries, would haveprovided all the people during that periodwith adequate means of instruction. Thedifference is found in the principles ofCatholics _and Protestants. The Reformerssaw that an ignorant people were easily re-

-'"

duced to mere machines; that the only modeof securing to them their proper character,was by providing adequate means of instruc-tion; and that without this instruction, thevictory which they had gained would soonbe lost. In every Protestant country, thesemeans were accordingly provided by them,or by their successors, and the inhabitants ofthere countries have been .the only nations,the gr,..at mass Of which have -been taught toread and write. It is on this elevated groundthat the Protestant takes his_stand; it is herethat he feels an emotion of triumph swell hisbosom, when he looks to what the Reforma-tion has done to benefit the human race. Hehere beholds in a most striking manner, thedifference between nations who receive theircreed from compulsion or from conviction.It is after such a comparison, or rathercontrast, that he places the Reformers among.the illustrious benefactors of mankind.The elementary schools of Prussia areentirely under the direction of the govern-ment. No one is allowed to act as an instruc-ter in them, without a previous examination,and a written permission from the committeeof examination. At the present time there aremore than twenty thousand of these schoolsin the kirgdom, of which seventeen thousandare in the villages, and the remainder in thetowns. For the preparatory 9ducation of theseinstructers, one or more seminaries areestablished in every province, and are sup-ported by the government. The object in form-ing these instituiions, was to introduce auni-form system of instruction throughout thekingdom, as well as to prevent any person whowas not qualified, from attempting to teach thepeasantry. To these seminaries all those whowish to become instructers in the elementaryschools are required to repair, where theyare taught every thing necessary for theirfuture station. Here they remain from two tothree years, the time being regulated by theircapacity, and their qualifications at the periodwhen they commenced their course. Theystudy, at these seminaries, geography, arith-metic, the German language, and the Bible.Here also they are taught the best modes ofeducating, and of governing children, as wellas the subjects they are to teach. After theyhave finished their course at the seminariesthey are examined, and if found qualified !they receive a certificate to this effect. Thipaper, with a certificate of their.baptism anmoral character, which is signed by the pastorof the church they formerly attended, is pre-sented to the government, or to its agents,who immediately enter their names on the list
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of instructers. By the establishment of these
institutions, a uniform mode of instruction,
has been introduced throughout Prussia.

The population of the United States is
generally so intelligent, that many of the
instructers of our elementary schools, are
sufficiently well informed to teach the rudi-
ments of education. There is, however, with
us no systematic mode of instruction; and, in
many instances, there is a great ignorance of
the best mode of communicatingknowledge to
the minds of children. To understand a sub-
ject, will not of itself enable one to impart
a clear view of it to others. This capacity can
only be acquired by previous preparation, or
by long experience. Few even of those who
have been in the habit of instructing children
for years, have that intimate and extensive
knowledge of the subjects they teach, which is
necessary for an instructer, whose object is
to expand the mind of the child, and to excite
his enthusiasm. Emulation doubtless exists
to some extent in our schools, but it results
principally from the desire of receiving
marks of approbation, and from the little
presents which are distributed to the youth.
This, unquestionably, exerts Sorr.ewhat of an
auspicious influence, but it ceases as soon
as the child leaires his -school.

The great object of all instruction is to
excite a thirst for knowledge, one which
neither time nor distance can extinguish. It is
not enough to impress certain facts on his
mind, such, for instance, as are found in all
our geographies, relative to the form, pop-
ulation, extent, Szc. of the different countries
of the world: there should be a constant en-
deavour to excite that curiosity which will
prompt him to make subsequent inquiries
for himself, to procure an amount of knowl-
edge concerning the commerce, statistics,
power, and comparative resources of nations,
from which he will be always able to derive a
fund of thoughts and arguments. He should be
made a thinking, reflectingbeing; one who can
discern the shadow, and not mistake it for the
reality; one who can judge correctly on the
gre-t concerns of life, and who is not governed
by others. The great difference between the
southern peasantry of Europe and our
farmers, is this, the one class are a mere
maof-!!,ne, the other are a reflecting people.
But, although the latter class are intelligent,
they are below that point to which they might
easily be elevated, were our common schools
to assume the high character they would soon
exhibit, if they were intrusted only to men of
superior intelligence.

It is as necessary to educate an individual

:

who designs to instruct others, as to educat
a professor for his chair, or a general or
commodore for military or naval command.
Without such preparation, the instructer will
be almost as unqualified to communicate
knowledge, as a corporal would be to lead a
division into action. In many of our, states,
we have large funds, the interest of which is
appropriated to the maintenance of elemen-
tary schools. In Comiecticut, this fund will
soon be more than sufficient to provide the
necessary means of instruction for all the
yoUth of the state. Were the surplus to be
applied to the support of a Seminary for the
education of schoolmasters, the happiest re-
sults would soon be perceived. In such an
institution, the young men would not only learn
every thing connected with the usual subjects
taught in our e1ementary schools, but might
easily acquire that knowledge of theoretical
agriculture, mineralogy, botany, statistics,
and political economy, which would enable
them greatly to enlarge the boundaries of
knowledge in the villages where they reside.
Persons thus instructed would easily be-
come the prominent men of the villages
where they resided. They would be enabled
to direct the minds of not a small number of
the villagers, as well as of their pupils, to
subjects which would otherwise never have
arrested their attention.

Were such schoolmasters provided for the
education of the youth of Connecticut, the in-
tellectual character of the mass of the inhab-
itants would, in one generation, not only be-
come superior to that of every,other people,
but it would become the wonder and admiration
of our country. To support such aSeminary,5
and to provide it with the necessary materiel
of literature, would not cost mor" than ten
thousand dollars annorw -Arable,
at least, to try the ex, at_ ,;an we,
for so limited a sum, accomplish an equal
amount of good? Are not the minds and char-

5In the universityN of Leipzig, and perhaps in
some others of Germany, lectures are delivered
on education, in which the professor gives a his-
torical view of the state of education in ancient and
modern times, and examines all the important sys-
tems that have been formed upon this subject. In
such a seminary as I have proposed, lectures of
this kind, as well as those above referred to,
should be given, and after a residence there of
three or four years, young men would be qualified
to instruct the great mass of the people, in such a
manner, as to elevate the next generation far above
the station filled by their fathers. Young men thus
educated, would be certain of success, and by them
every important vacancy would be filled.
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ac er of the rising generation, worth this
trOling expenditure? Shall we always walk in
the beaten track of our fathers, when pros-
pectS so bright and so glorious are opening
to our view?

By the improvement of our common
schools, those of a hiOler character would
soon improve, and resemble at least, in some
degree, the classical schools in Europe. This
advancement would exert a most auspicious
influen,-,e on the colleges of our state, and
the inhabitants would acquire a character,
superior to those of any province in the
civilized world. Connecticut is too small in
territory to exert much influence in our
national councils. Many of the small states
of Germany are almost invisible, when glanc-
ing your eye at the map of Europe, and like
them, Connecticut is barely seen in a general
survey of the map of the United States. Like
them, however, Connecticut may rise to an
intellectual elevation which shall excite the
envy of those great states, which now surpass
her so much in population and resources.
There is no other way for her to exert an
influence over the union. If she does not pur-
sue-this course, if she does not maintain her
comparative literary eminence, she will soon
cease to attract attention, and she will, ere
long be-unobserved, unless to contrast the
spirit of her children, with that love of ex-
celling, for which their fathers were so much
distinguished. On the other hand, if she greatly
enlarges the means of education for the mass
of the people, and if her classical Schools and
colleges are placed on a broad and noble
foundation, she will in less than a century,
acquire that elevation of character, which will
Make her sons glory in their birth-place, and
to be able to say, I am a citizen of Connecticut,
will be to them a source of as much pride,
as an Athenian ever felt in the age of Peri-
cles, when looking at the city of Minerva.

Every clergyman in Prussia is required to
visit the school or schools of his parish, and
to ascertain whether the teacher fulfils his
duties. He must confer with him often, must
Point out any defects which may exist in his
Mode of discipline or instruction, and see
generally that he adopts the course which will
best promote the interests of the school.
Should the instructer not approve of the plans
proposed, the question is referred to the
sUperintendent of the district, who decides,
and from whose decision there is no appeal.
The clergyman of each parish makes an annual
report to this officer, and.the general report
of the latter, is sent to the Minister of Public
Instruction once a year. A committee, con-

sisting of one or more inspectors appointed
by government, with the superintendent, or
some person whom he may appoint, examine
all the schools within their district, once or
twice a year, to ascertain whether the reports
made by the clergy are correct, as well as to
form a general view of the state of education
in their provinces. The existing defects and
the necessary improvements are thus made
known to the government, and such alterations
are then made as are requisite.

The instructers are required to confine
themselves almost exclusively to their pro-
fessions, and not to pursue any one which
will interfere with their business of instruc-
tion. Other pursuits 'are alloWed in those
cases only in which the receipts of the school
do not furnish a subsistence. The duties of the
teacher are numerous, as he is not only an
instructer of youth, but is also a servant of
the church. In the former capacity he must
attend to the education of his pupils in the
common branches of instruction, and also in
biblical knowledge. Every morning and after-
noon he is required :to open the school with
singing and prayer, and to close it with sing-
ing a hymn, in which such of his pupils as are
capable unite. In the school, he is never to
appear in dishabille, but as the ordinance of
December 24, 1820, decrees, he must"never
be withoiat a cravat, nor wear slippers" be-
fore his Ipupils, as he would thus lose much
of his influence. It is also enacted, that he
shall nev--er smoke in the school room; for
so universal is this custom, that nothing but
a royal ordinance could prevent it. In his
capacity as a servant of the church, he offici-
ates as -nI-,:ster; for Germany is a nation of
singers, ar_ci in those village chui-ches where
there is an organ it is his duty to play upon
it. During the sickness or absence of the
clergyman, he is required to officiate as his
substitute; to 1..ead such a sermon as. the
preacher has previously 7,1ected, and after-
wards to catechise thE ,thildren. In the church,
he must always appear in black, and when
the pastor is present, must take charge of his
scholars..In every situation he is required to
yield the precedence to the clergyman. With-
out the permission of the latter he cannot be
absent from the school; and with such per-
miss4on no longer period than three days.
Sho.aid he desire a longer absence, it is ne zes-
sary to apply to the superintendent, without
whose approbation no alterations in the pre-
scribed mode of teaching are allowed.

Every parent is required to send his chil-
dren to sc:vJol as soon as they have reached a
certain age, which, if I mistake not, is six
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years. It is the duty of the clergymanto visit
his people annually, to ascertain if there are
any parents who do not comply with this reg-
ulation. Should such parents, af:er having
been notified by him, refuse to send their
children, they are arraigned before a public
tribunal, where they are punished by a fine_
For the first Week's absence of each child,
the fine is one-thirtieth part of a rix dollar;
for the second, one-fourth; for the third, two-
thirds; and for the fourth, a rix dollar. Should
he still continue to refuse to send his child, he
is compelled to pay thirty fold. ThiS penalty is
imposed between the first of October and the
first of April. Fom the first of April to the
first of July, the child is not required to at-
tend school but half of the time; and after the
last mentioned period, until the first of Oc-
tober, parents are not required to send their
children, as they need their assistance during
the harvest months. The children must remain
at school until they are confirmed, which usu-
afly takes place at fifteen years of age, though
it is sometimes delayed by the parents until
sixteen.

The school-house is erected at the expense
or the 'parish, and must be sufficiently large
to accommodate the scholars and the family of
the instructer, who receives the use of it
gratis. In the vicinity of this edifice is a
Lunall garden, and sometimes a few acres of
land; of which he has the use so long as he
remains the ins.tructer of the parish. This
building is not very elegant, as it usually
contains but four or five chambers, but it is
suitable for one whose income is so moderate
as that of most of the instructers. Every
parish has a treasury, from the funds of which
the instructer is paid from seventy to eighty
dollars per annum. Besides this amount, each
parent pays to him six pfennings a week, or
about six cents per month, for the instruction
of each of his children. In some cases he re-
ceives also a small quantity of butter and flax
from the parents. His whole income, ex-
clusive of the rent of the school-house and
the ground connected with it, rarely amounts
to more than one hundred spanish dollars, if
he teaches one of the village schools. Those
who live in the towns receive about one hun-
dred and fifty dollars.

All the books which are studied are
selected by the consistory, and no new one can
be introduced without its permission. The
Bible is universally read by the children, and
forms, as in our own country, the foundation
of education for the youth of Prussia.

From this statement youwill perceive how
much this government has done for the people.
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In no country in Europe, except Saxony and
the south of Scotland, and possibly in one or
two of the smaller states of Germany, is edu-
cation so universally diffused as in the cuntral
part of this kingdom. These schools are estab-
lished in every village. It may be said with
truth of Prussia, that it is one of the most en-
lightened countries in the world; for among
the younger of the population, it is rare to see
an individual who cannot both read and write.
I make use of the word younger, because many
of the laws relating to education, were enacted
during the reign of the present monarch, be-
fore whose accession the schools were in a .

much lower state than at present. NO one can
help respecting Frederick William for the
wisdom he has exhibited, in thus improving
the character of his subjects. This emotion
will be stronger, when it is recollected that
he is one of the most active members of the
Holy Alliance, and that he is still not afraid
of the general diffusion of intelligence among
his subjects. He is here laying a broad foun-
dation for the future prosperity of Prussia,
and it is to be hoped also, for the future lib-
erty of the nation. This event will not prob-
ably happen in many years, but it must come
should these institutions continue for a cen-
tury.

Although there are some defects in the plan
which Frederick William has formed to dif-
fuse intelligence throughout his dominions,
the system_ is still so much superior to those
of most Protestant countries, that you will
perhaps feel no little surprise at this ac-
count of it; accustomed as we have been only
a few years since, to class the Prussian
peasantry below even those of England. Per-
haps the greatest defect in the schools of
Prussia, is the allowance of so limited a
compensation to the instructers. In a coun-
try like ours, this evil need not exist; but
in Prussia it is unavoidable, so long as it
continues as poor a kingdom as it is at pres-
ent. The price of produce is now so low,
and the difficulties of finding a market are so
great, that it is extremely inconvenient for
many of the peasantry, to pay even the small
sum which the law requires for the edu-ation
of their children.

Allusion has been already made to the
great benefit that might be derived from the
establishment of seminaries, for the edu-
cation of instructers. There is another ad
vantage which would flow from such institu :

tions. In the United States the business o 1
instruction is, to a great extent, a secondary
employment. It is one which occupies most
teacherc but a limited part of their lives. The



I
iy ung men who are thus employed, find in the

almost immeasurable West a larger scope for
their talents; while the young ladies and young
widows, to whom the education of most chil-
dren is committed, soon discover-that matri-
mony is a much more desirable state, than
the "delightful task of teaching the young idea
how to shoot." Instructers in Prussia have no
other employment. This is the great object of
their existence; here is their permanent
home. Were such seminaries established with
us, by increasing the compensation of the in-
structers we might easily persuade them to.
make it the employment of their lives. It would
then soon become a distinct profession, and
many young men of respectable talents and
acquirements would look to it as a future
occupation. Instead of being compelled to'ex-
change the instructers of our children so fre-
quently, the schools would be re-organized,
and the teachers would rarely think of pur-
suing any other profession. .

From the remarks which have been made
g.y me on the subjectof edneation in Germany,
is well as from my great approbation of the
Iharacter of their universities, I hope you
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will not think that I am becoming too Germanic
in m , feelings, or that I have lost any of
my a:tachment to my native land. I have, how-
ever been too long absent from home, to use
nothing but superlatives when speaking of

revery characteristic of our country, or to
shutimy eyes upon the improvements which
exis0 on this side of the Atlantic. We have
much in which we may glory; and when look-
ing at the future prospects of our great na-
tion, my heart often beats with pride, and I
hope with gratitude, for our civil and relig-
ious liberty, as well as for our almost uni-
versal spirit of enterprise and religious phi-
lanthropy. But I trust that this admiration
will not so dazzle my eyes, as to prevent me
from seeing elsewhere the good which we do
not possess, and from profiting by the view.
Though we are able to teach the governments
on the continent many political truths, we
have yet much to learn from them in return;
and peculiarly on the subject of education,
before we shall attain that literary pre-emi-
nence which is the blessing and the glory of
Germany.

493



90v/
325

An Immigrant's Anecdibtal View of the State of Learning in AmericaIssaac Fidler
1833
Whittaker, Treacher, and Co.: London

-Ii-g-*this is only an introduction to an article, but of some interest.an incomplete article by Herman Humphrey is attached

1. This is an Introduction to an article and states Fidler's case.
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Isaac Fidler
1832An Immigrant's Anecdotal View of the State of Learning in America

Isaac Fidler was an English clergyman, classica/ scholar, and linguist. His lack of suc-cess during ten years of temporary church appointments in London led to dissatisfaction withBritish society and aristocracY, and he emigrszed to America in 1831 v,ith his family andservant.
Fidler was bitterly disappointed with his reception in America and was unable to securehelp from the Episcopal authorities nor from the publishers of classical manuscripts forwhom he had wished to write. He could not find a congenial teaching appointment and discov-ered that even Harvard College had no appointment for a "Sanserit or Persian scholar."Prospective employers suggested that he forget his previous training and take up a new pro-fession. Fidler quarreled with many of those who had befriended him and with most of theintellectuals with whom he came in contact. The excerpt below shows that his views on Atm2r-lean education and learning were bitterly prejudiced because of his inability to secure a suit-able teaching post. rIsaac Fidler. Obnervations on t. rofessions, Literature, Manners and Emigration in the United States andCanaria Made Driring a Residence There in 1832 (London: Whittaker, Trencher, and Company, 1833), pp.6-62.

Heman Humphrey
Education in Scotland: Thzplications for the United States

Heman Humphrey (1779-1859) graduated from Yale College in 1805, was a minister in Pitts-
,

'-field, Massachusetts, for some six years, and served as president of Amherst College from1823 to 1845. In 1835 he traveled extensively through Scotland, England, and Ireland and visitedFrance and Belgium. Humphrey's interests in both theology and higher education are discern-ible in the extract below on Scottish education, which gives a useful historical descriptioncoupled with a perceptive analysis of contemporary schooling. In much of his writing Hum-phrey took pains to contrast and compare educational conditions and needs in Europe withthose prevailing in America. His account of primary education and school attendance in Scotland was not entirely complimentary, but it was based on reports and statistics furnished1357 competent Bi-itish informants.

1835

The parochial schools of Scotland havebeen the admiration of enlightened men in allcountries for two hundred and :Any years.Like civil and religious liberty, and all the
noble institutions of that country, they are
the offspring of the Reformation. Before john
Knox rolled back the thunders of the Vaticnn
upon the pope and his cardinals, and blew that
mighty blast which shook down the walls of
the spiritual Babylon in North Britain, the
people were as deeply sunk in ignorance asthey were in the superstition and idolatry ofthe great anti-christian apostacy. Very few,
except the nobility, could read, and almostnone could write. But as soon as Scotland
ha:c1 thrown off the Romish yoke, or rather,
while she was struggling for life with ',theman of sin," and the faggots were scarcely
quenched in the Grass Market of Edinburgh,
-the reformers were busily employed in ma-turing a plan for the diffusion of letters
throughout the country. They rightly judged,that to eradicate the errors of popery, and
instil the faith of the Gospel into the heartsof the rising generation, the establishment ofschools under pious teachers was essential.
How anxious they were to see a school-houSe
planted by the side of every kirk, and to make
sound learning the handmaid of pure religion,
Heman Humphrey, Great Britain, France and
Brothers, 1838), II, 131-144.

is strikingly manifest in the following ex-tracts from the "First Book of Discipline,"
drawn up by Knox and his immortal compeers,
Winram, Spottiswood, Douglas, Willeck, and
Row, and presented to the nobility in 1560,
almost three centuries ago.

"Seeing that Goa has determined that hiskirk here on earth shall be taught, not by
angels, but by men; and seeing that men are
born ignorant of C-od and godliness; and see-ing, also, that he ceaseth to illuminate men
miraculously, of necessity it is, that yourhonors be most careia for the virtuous edu-cation, and godly bringing up of the youth of
this realm. For, as they must succeed us, sowe ought to be careful that they have knowl-
edge and erudition to profit and comfort that
which ought tO be most dear to us, to wit,the kirk and spouse of our Lord Jesus Christ.Of necessity, therefore, we judge it, that
every several kirk have one school-masterappointed; such an one at least, as is able
to teach grammar and the Latin tongue, ifthe town be of any r , utation. And further, +we think it expedient, that in every notabletown there should be erected a college, in
which the arts, at least of rhetoric and logic,together with the tongues, be read, by suf-ficient masters, for whom honest stipends

Belgium: A Short Tour in 1835 (New York: Harper and
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Pi must be appointed; as also that provision be
I made for those that are poor, and not able,
: by themselves or their friends, to be sus-

tained at letters.
44The rich and potent may not be permitted

to suffer their children to spend their youth in
a va.n idleness, as heretofore they have done;
but they must be exhorted, and by the censure
of the kirk compelled to dedicate their sons by
good exercises to the profit of the kirk and
crmmonwealth; and this they must do, be-
cause they are able. The children of the poor
must be supported and sustained on the charge
of the kirk, trial being taken whether the
spirit of docility be in them or not. If they
be found apt to learning and letters, they may
not be permitted to reject learning, but must
be charged to continue their study, so that the
commonwealth may have some comfort by
them. And for this purpose must discreet,
grave, and learned men be appointed to visit
schools, for the trial of their exercise, profit,
and continuance; to wit, the ministers and
elders, with the best learned men in every
town. A certain time must be appoirited to
reading and the catechism, antra certain time
to grammar and the Latin tongue, and a cer-
tain dme to tbe arts of philosophy and the
othe tongues, and a certain time to that
Study in which they intend chiefly to travel for
the -pTiOfit of the commonwealth, which time
having expired, the children should either
proceed to farther knowledge, or else they
must be set to some handicraft or some other
profitable exercise."

This is a very remarkable document. I
very much question whether the whole history
of human improvement can fu.nist., the outline
of an educational system at once so compr,t-
hensive, soSirnple, and so much in advance of
the age in which it was drawn up; and c ertainly
there is nothing which more strikingly shows
what a wide difference there is between the
genius of Protestantism and Popery. That the
men who had themselves been taught to con-
sider 4/ignorance as the mother of devotion,"
should all at once have such enlargement of
views in regard to education, as soon as the
light of the Reformation dawned upon their
minds, and that they should find time to mature,

I, so wise a plan, while they were obliged to'
idispute every inch of ground with the enemy,
and while, as yet, the conflict between dark-
ness and light hung in such awful suspense, is
truly wonderful. It would almost seem as if
there must have been something supernatural
in the illumination which guided them; for they
could have derived but little assistance from
the most enlightened nations whether ancient
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or modern; and to this day, no material im-
provernent has been made upon their system.
If we did not know that our Puritan forefathers
brought it along with them to New E ngland, the
similarity is so striking, that no one could
doubt its Scottish origin, and the Prussian
system of popular education, the most per-
fect and efficient probably, which the world
ever saw, is manifestly indebted to the same
source for all its essential elements.

It is not to be wondered at, perhaps, that a
plan of religious and literary education so
novel, and so much in advance of every thing
else, gained its way slowly to that govern-
mental patronage, which was thought essential
to give it a fair trial. The views of Knox and
his associates, thus promulgated in 1560,
seeth to have been for a long time regarded
by the nobility, (to use their own phrase,) as
44a devout imagination," and it was not till
1616, that 4ames VI., hoping thereby to give
popularity to Episcopacy, which he was striv-
ing to foist into the place of theKirk in Scot-
land, sought to give effect to the system of
the reformers by an act of Privy Council.
Seventeen years after, in the reign of Charles
I, it was still more formally recognized by
act of Parliament.

But the church of Scotland did not wait
these tardy and sinister movements of the
government. Those good men, who saw so
early and so clearly what was necessary to
lay the' foundations of Protestantism broad
and deep throughout the country, determined
to do what they could for the establishment of
parochial schools, however neglectful the
civil rulers might be of their duty. While they
expostulated with the nobility for their supine-
ness, they exerted themselves, as if all the
hopes of Scotland depended on their efforts;--
in so much, that in the Lowlands especially,
popular education had made great progress,
before the state came to their aid.It is stated
in a document still extant, that only twenty
years after the reformation, "so great had
been the progress of religious instruction in
the country where forty years before, the
Bible was not suffered to be read, that almost
every hause possessed a copy, and that it
was read in it."

In Dr. McCrie's Life of Melville, there is
a Report of the visitation of parishes in the
diocese of St. Andrews, in the year 1611 and
1613, to this effect, //That the parishes which
had schools, were more than double in number
to those that wanted them. Where they were
wanting the visitors ordered them to be set
up; and where the provision for the master
was inadequate, they made arrangements for



Comparative State of Instruction in the United States and in Europe
William Channing Woodbridge
1832
The American Annals of Education and Instrvction, II

"In view of the comparative state of Europe and the United aates, on this
great subjct, we must assume the distinction between Education and Instruction
which in our view 4s fundamental, and which is adopted by the most scientific
writers on this great subject. We regard Instruction, then, as the mere
communication of knowledge. We consider Education as the process by which
character is formed, involving instruction, the discipline of the intellectual
faculties, the discipline of the moral powers, and the training of the body
as the instrument in all these operations. We consider -It, in fact, as
embracing every influence by which man becomes what he is, or may be made
what he should be."

1. Discusses the distinction between education and instruction...and supports
a case for true education in the school.

2. Compares the educational system in the United States with that In various
countries of Europe.
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Comparative State of Instruction in the United States and in Europe
William Channing Woodbridge (1'794-1845) gL 'cluated from Yale College in 1811 and wasprincipal of the Burlington Academy, New Jersey, from 1812 to 1814. He then returned to NewHaven to study science and theology and in 1817 entered the Princeton Theological Seminary for

William Channing Woodbridge. "View of the Comparative State of Instruction in the United States and in,Europe." The American Annals of Education and Instruction. E (July 1832). 329-336.

80 On European Education

The field lessons and labours in practical-agriculture at Hoffwyl, are among the most
animating and instructive lessons of man. It
is, perhaps, there only that science and labour
are seen, hand in hand, supporting and assist-
ing each oth r, and that a system of education
having its foundation in the pureprinciples of
christianity, and separated from all sectarian
controversy, is made subservient to the im-
provement, moral, intellectual, and practical,
of man, in every grade of the human-family.Is not systematic instruction in his occupationas essential to a farmer, a field labourer,
'and a gardener, as to a carpenter ok a mason?Can system be obviously more necessary in
any department of life than inour agricultural
practices? And can any system be selectedfrom the distant and diversified practices ofour best farmersa comparison betweenwhich and their results can never be fairly
made. It is only where a variety of culture
can be exhibited at one time in one place and
on scientific principles, that comparisons canbe made or just conclusions formed.

The principle of pattern farms, at the ex-
pense of the State, so long solicited in vainfrom our legislature by the >oliticians offormer days, it.woulci perhaps be useless at
this moment to attempt to revive. You will seein this project a substitute for these, com-
bining instruction with exhibition. To have
some ground to io upon, I have selected Bol-
ton farm, near Bristol, in Pennsylvania, as
the locality for the first Agricultural Institute.It is an estate of my son James Pemberton
Morris, who puts such parts of it as I may
select -any disposition, uniting in my wishes
for the education of his children in such an
institution. The farm consists of near five.
hundred acres, is situated in a healthy coun-try, on the verge of the manor of Penns-
borough, once the residence of the founder
of Pennsylvania, and selected by him for its
fertility and favorable position as to inter-

course by land and waier; to which nateral
facilities will soon be added those of theDela-
ware canal, located near it, and communicat-
inj directly with Philadelphia at the &stanceof twenty miles from Bolton.

Next to the farm it is desirable to find theFellenberg. This is the most difficult part;but will be surmounted, if Mr. Woodbridge;
who has received practical instructions at
Hoffwyl,will assume that character. Then areto be found the funds, which should come, I
think, f:om the scholars, on the same system
that has elevated to so merited an eminence
among our scientific institutions, the Medical
School of Philadelphia; no stated salary being
annexed to each professor'S chair, but the
whole emolument arising out of the instruction
from each, would be apportioned to its partic-
ular professor and assistant.

Such, sir, are the outlines of aplanfor the
introduction into the United States of a system
of educationbelieved to be adapted to the char-
acter of our country, and especially appli-
cable to those interests and employments, in
which the greatest numbers are engaged, and
to which, heretofore, the least instructionhas
been extended.

My immediate object in this communic...-
tion, is to obtain the expression of your opinion
on the subject of it, which I have no other right
to solicit, than that which is foundedon a beliefthat it merits, and will receive, particularrespect and attention from those classes,especially, whom it more immediately con-cerns. It is so far circular, as to be similarto those addressed to Mr. Fellenberg, ofHoffwyl; to Mr. Madison, to Judge Peters,
the-President of the Philadelphia Agricultural
Society, from all of whom the most stronglyn
expressed and favourable opinions have beenti,
received, and are in the hands of the chairmanof the Committee on Agriculture in the Houseof Representatives.
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a short period. Returning to the teaching profession, he was an instructor at the Hartford, Con-
necticut, asylum for the deaf and dumb from 1817 to 1820. His first book on geography was
published in 1821 and his second in 1824. Traveling to Europe for reasons of health, he re-
mained abroad for five years andmade a study of educatknal systems in Switzerland and Ger-
many. Physically unable to teach again upon his return home in 1829, he purchased The
American Journal of Education, changed its name to The Anterican Annals of Education and
Instruction, and published it until 1838.

In examining the state and prospects of a
community, one of the most important ele-
ments is its condition in reference to Edu-
cation. .

In using this term, there is constart room
for misunderstanding, in consequence of the
various definitions given to it, to which we
have formerly referred. For while some will
regard it as comprising the mere elements
of knowledge, and estimate the state of.edu-
cation hy the number of individuals who can
read and write, others consider it as embrac-
ing other branci. es of knowledge of direct
practical value; others still do not permit the
name cf education to be applied to any but a
course of classical and scientific instruction;
and some would deem the accomplishments
indispensable.

In a view of the comparative state of' Eu-
rope and, the United States, on this great
subject, we must assume the distinction be-
tween Education and Instruction, which in our
view is.fundamentaI, and which is adopted by
the most scientific writers on this great sub-.
ject. We regard Instruction,then, as the mere
communication of knowledge. We consider
Education as the process by which character
is formed, involving instruction, the disci-
pline of the intellectual faculties, the disci-
pline of +he moral powers, and the training of
the body as :.he instrument in all these opera-
tions. We consider it, in fact, as embracing
every influence by which man becomes what
he is, or may be made what he should be.

In considering, therefore, the respective
ettte of the two continents, we feel ourselves
called upon to consider the state of Instruction
first, as entirely distinct irom that of Edu-
cation in its largest sense.

Instruction may be considered both in
reference to its extent and to its diffusion.

As to the extent to which instruction is
Carried, there can be but one opinion. Occu-
Pied by the first wants of life, and the duties
of a free government, our citizens have not
found the opportunity, they, have not felt the
necessity, nor acquired the taste for profotind
study, in most branches of knowledge. They

°have been satisfied with that which prepared
them for immediate action; and are called
forward into life so early, that they have no

---

opportunity to enter deeply into any subject.
They have not been able to provide even the
means by' ';:hich others may attain the heights
of learning, or the depths of science. These
are positive obstacles. There are others of a
negative character, which will be best illus-
trated by considering the positive advantages
and facilities to the accurate and prefound
study of every branch of science and litera-
ture, in the most cultiveted countries of Eu-
rope.

There are central points of wealth and in-
fluence in the governments of European coun-
tries, where measures can be taken for the
promotion of these-objects, which under our
government, are impracticable. The prince,
whose power or talents do not permit him to
become conspicuous by his conquests, or his
political influence, finds a wide field for
distinguishing himself in becoming the patron
of the arts and literature; a field in which he
is almost sure of success, whatever his own
qualifications may be, so long as he has the
means of obtaining the libraries and cabinets
of natural his nery, which shall be the object
of general attention, and of collecting the men
who shall be at once the heralds of knowledge,
and the living testimonies to his munificence.
On this ground, tne princes of many of the
smaller states. e:f Europe, are more efficient
patrons of learning than our own great re,
public, and vie with each other in these praise-
worthy efforts. No small part of the magnifi-
cent libraries and apparatus, and of the in-
valuable results of literary labor, thus aided
by the best means which can be collected from
the four quarters of the world, must be as-
cribed to such efforts.

The contrast, in looking at our own coun-
try, is no less striking than painful. There
a're noble exceptions to the general rule; but
how slow, how penurious, are our public
bodies in bestowing anything upon literary
institutions, or for scientific purposes. How
anxiously does a large part of the community
watch our General Government, lest the
should incidentally do something to promot
the cause of knowledge. An unhappy jealous
exists also against the attempt to elevate the
standard of science and literature, lest they
should be made the instruments of establish-
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ing a literary aristocracy. It is forgotten, thateven in despotic governments, the nation ofliterary »zen has ever remained a republic;that the ablest and wisest, from whatever
. station they arise, have always attained theeminence and the rewards they merited; thatnobility has been proud to receive them intoits ranks, and despotism has felt itselfhonored in patronising them. It is forgottenthat the common sailor owes his safety quiteas much to the Principia of Newton, and thetelescope of Herschel, and the profound re-searches and laborious calculations of La-place and Bowditch, as to the art of the ship-builder; and that it is science and its votariesthat have given the steamboat and therailroad-car to the traveller, and the gaslightto- the citizen, and the safety-lamp to theminer, and the antidote to pestilence, to thetrembling expectants of an invisible, deadlypoison.

Unfounded, however, as this prejudice is,it exists to an unhappy extent in our country.Too many are ready to hold back others fromany of the heights of science, which they can-not themselves attain, and few are ready toafford them the facilities for that profoundstudy which only a small number of our raceare willing to attempt in the minute and ab-stract, and yet essential branches of knowl-edgea task which, it has been well observed,involves the most severe labor which is doneunder the sun.,
Another encouragement to the profound in-vestigation of science and the laborious re-searches of literature in Europe, arises fromthe fact, that in most countries, it is the safestand surest, if not the only road todistinction,the only direction in which the mind can exertgreat powers; the only field in which the soulcan expatiate, untrammeled by laws, unsus-pected and unchained by the police.The offices of state are assigned by in-heritance or by patronage, in such a mannerthat most of the community are absolutely

excluded from the hope of gaining influence orreputation as statesmen; and to atterript it,without a birthright or a patron, is a careeralmost as dangerous, as it is uncertain. Onthe other hand, there is a correspondingcertainty that eminence in literature andscience will gain them the respect and patron-age of the government, and the applause ofthe nation; and when once the glitter of politi-cal glory is placed beyond our reach by animpassable barrier, it becomes compara-tively an easy tnRic for philosophy to perceiveand feel the surpassing glory of literary hon-ors, and to be conscious, that he who sways

the sceptre of the civilized world in an artor a science, or leads captive whole nationsby the charms of his writings, holds a rankfar higher than the despot who can only con-trol the bodies of men and the soil on whichthey live, or the conqueror who imposesfetters upon their limbs, by the exertion ofbrute force.
It is the only safe direction, also, inwhichthe man of talents, in these countries, canpermit his powers to expand. If he allowsthem to enter upon the wide field of political

or religious economy, he is in danger of beingdriven on by their impulse to opinions andexpressions which will cost him his peace, orliberty, or life; while if he confines himselfto mere intellectual pursuits, he is generallysecure of all the rewards which royal munifi-cence can lavish, upon success which it re-gards as a part of its own glory.
But to a noble mind, the strongest feelingconnected with the subject probably is, thatthis is the only field of action in which itcan go on without limit and withont fear, inthe consciousness of absolute independence.He who gains literary distinction which placeshim in the chair of a university, receivesthe freedom of the world, and is allowed andencouraged to go on without limitation, inevery subject where he does not attack thesafety of the state and the prisoner may thusenjoy an extent of range, which enables himto forget the walls which bar up his progressin other directions.

It should also be recollected, that on thesevery grounds, even policy dictates to therulers to offer every stimulus, every facilityfor pursuits of this kind, in order that power-ful and active minds may not be left at liberty
to employ themselves in speculations or ef-forts on political subjects, a result of whosedanger they have had so many examples. Theking upon his throne, has learned to tremblebefore a single, powerful mind.

The contrast in the condition of the UnitedStates is obvious. Here, the road to distinctionand wealth is through an active or politicallife. The mere votary of science and litera-ture. cannot generally promise himselfa highdegree of either. Every citizen is calleduponto take a part in the political, and social,and religious concerns of the community, andevery one who possesses high intellectualpower, is called upon to an extent which absorbs all the time and strength whiCh is ndemanded by the labors necessary for susistence. He is stimulated by all the proswpects of distinction which our country canoffer, and urged by a sense of duty to make
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himself familiar with the great questions of
politics and of social life, and to engage in
active measures. In short, the motives and the

Idemands for private, social, and public
activity, and the little respect, the poor re-
ward, which is bestowed upon mere Intel-

. lectual eminence, serve as so many barriers
to entrance upon a literary course, in place
of the encouragements afforded in European
cOuntries. -

The circumstances we have described, af-
fect of course the character of the literary
institutions of the respective continents.
Those of the UnitedStates, originating as they
do in the people, and maintained only by their
suffrages and aid, can rise no higher than
public opinion permits, and must limitthem-
selves to the comparatively narrow field
which that opinion prescribes. On the other
hand, the public institutions of Europe derive
their existence from the munificence and
ostentation which we have described as a part
of the policy of state, and the effort is con-
tinually made to elevate them to a higher
point.

The result is, that the 'Lycées' of France
and the 'Gymnasia' of Germany, give a courSe
of literary instruction nearly equivalent to
that of our colleges, surpassing them, in ac-
curacy and extent, in most branches, and only
falling short of them in not being combined
with so much attention to science.

Such is an imperfect view of the compara-
tive extent of literary and scientific instruc-
lion in Europe and the United States. In regard
to its diffusion, the comparison is not easily
made, in consequence of the difference in the
character of the literary institutions of the
two continents, to which we have just referred.
If we comPare the institutions which rank
highest, under the name of universities and
colleges, we may, however, approximate to
correct results; and with this view, we present
the following tabular statement of the number
of students in the universities and colleges of
the respective states and sections of the
United States, and the principal countries of
Europe. The materials for the former were
derived from the American Quarterly Reg,
ister of Education for 1831, a publication of
uncommon accuracy and value. The European
statistics are chiefly from the Weimar Sta-
tistical Almanac for 1831, the highest author-

thity we know on is subject.
( In reviewing this table, we shall perceive,

that in accordance with an opinion often ex-
pressed, Scotlana gives more of her youth a
collegiate_education than any other country in
the world. baden, Massachusetts, and Con-
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necticut, fall little short of this standard; and
these are the only countries in the world, ac-
cording to these estimates, which have one
collegiate pupil for less than 1,000 inhabit-
ants. New Hampshire, according to the Calcu-
lation of the American Quarterly Register, is
the only American State beside6, in which
there is more than one for 1,500; while in Eu-
rope, Saxony, England, Hanover, Bavaria,
Tuscany, Spain, and Russia, all have a pro-.
portion greater than this. It must not be for-
gotten, however, that the Universities and
Colleges of Spain furnish nothing which de-
serves to be called, a truly liberal education.
Vermont, Maine; New Jersey, South Carolina,
Pennsylvania, New York, and Rhode Island,
composing all the Eastern and three of the
Middle States, and one of the Southern, have
one student for less than 2,000 inhabitants, in
which they are rivalled by Wurtemberg,
Sweden, por tugal, and the Netherlands. Most of
the Southern and Western States have from
2,000 to 4,000 inhabitants to a student. In this
proportion, the highest compare with Switzer-
land, and the rest with Denmark, Naples, and
Austria. The most recent Western States have
only one to every 5,000 inhabitants; and still
are placed on a level with France and Ireland.
Russia, stands alone among the civilized
countries of the world, and only gives a liberal
education to one person in 15,000 of her popu-,lation::

As a mass, it would appear that the Eastern
States provide the advantages of a collegiate
education, such as they are in the United
States, for a greater proportion of their popu-
lation than England, or any European coun-
tries 'except Scotland, Baden, and Saxony. The
Middle States are as well provided as
Wurtemberg, Sweden, and the Netherlands.
The Southern States will compare with
Switzerland in this respect; and the Western
States,- with all their destitution, are as well
supplied with liberally educated men, so far as
nunzbers are concerned, as Denmark and
Austria.

One question deserves the attention of
those who desire to supply the destitute
portions of our country. In view of these
calculations, can we believe that the North and
East can over produce or educate a sufficient
number of liberally educated young men to
supply their own vacancies, and the pressing
wants which this table presents at the South
and West? It is evidently impossible; and the
utmost which the more advanced states can
hope to do, will be to furnish the men necel-
sary to organise and direct the new institu-
tions which must be formed or extended, in
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Comparison of the Number of Students in the United States with That of the Countries of Euro
The number of Academical Students in the United States is here estimated at 3,475; Theological Stu-dents, 663; Legal, 88; Medical, not far from 2.000. They belong to the several States as here apportioned.For want of data, however, the Medical and Legal Students were divided among the various States accord-ing to their respective population.

American States

No. of
Students

Proportion
to Inhab.

European Countries

No. of
Students

Proportion
to Inhab.

- Massachusetts 770 792 Scotland 3,249. 1 &133Connecticut 327 1 960 Baden 1,399 1 "316New Hampshire 241 1,118 Saxony 1,360 1 1,040Vermont 2.86. 2 1,509 England 10,549 1.1:32Maine 2=38 I. 1,611 Hanover - 1,203 1,303New Jersey 1.-T3 1,661. Bavaria 2,593 1 1,212South Carolina 325 1 1,789 Tuscany -909 1 1,402Pennsylvania 688 a 1,928 Spain 9,867 1 1,414New York 936 1.940 Prussia 6,236 1 1,4770Rhode Island 50 1.944 Wurtemberg 887 1,7,01Maryland 175 1 2,554 Sweden and Norway 2,687Virginia 457 1 2,650 Portugal 1,604 1 1.879Kentucky 249 1 2,766 Netherlands 2,998 1 1,979Georgia 173 2,985 Sardinia . 1,722 1 2,420Mississippi
. 45. . 1 3.040 Switzerland 767 1 2,665North Carolina 233 1 3,170 Denmark 578 1 3,342Tennessee

. 211 1 3,245 Naples and Sicily 2,065 1 3,590Ohio 285 1- 3,290 Austria 8,584 1 3,786Louisiana 3,335 France 6,196 5,140Delaware, 23 1 3,336 Ireland 1,254 1 5,707Alabama 84 1 3,634 Russia 3,626 1 15,455Missouri 28 1 5.003Indiana 65 1 5,101Illinois 28 1 5,624

Sections of the United States European Countries
Eastern States 1,748 1 1,118 England 10,649 1 1,132Middle States 1,995 1 1,844 Portugal 1,604 1 1,879Southern States 1.485 1 2,612 Switzerland 767 1 2.655Western States I 957 1 3,516 Naples and Sicily 2,065 1 3,590
United States* I 6,185 2,078 Western Europe 60,634 1 2,285

*In the American Quarterly Register for February, 1852, page 185-as said to be collected from thestatistics of the institutions-lye find the following estimates.
Number of Colleges in the United States, 59 (of which 12 are in New-England States, 13 in the MiddleStates, 15 in the Southern States, and 19 in the Western States and Territories); Theological Institutions.22; Medical Schools, 18; Law Schools, 5:-Whole number of Instructors, 400.Students in the Classical departments, 4,100; Medical departments. 1,863; Law departments, 88; The-ological departments at 18 of the Institutions, 709; Total, 6,760.
Proportion to the Population: New England, 1 College Student to 1,331 inhabitants; Middle States, 1College Student to 3,465 inhabitants; Southern States, 1 College Student to 7,232 inhabitants; WesternStates and Territories, 1 College Student to 7232 inhabitants; Western States and Territrries, 1 CollegeStudent to 6,060 inhabitants.
Population of the Eastern States, 1.954,615-Middle, 3,658,698-Southern, 3,878,384-Western, 3,9*-671.-Total. 12,856,004.

'
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order to meet the demands of a population,
now comparatively destitute, and every week
becoming more destitute by its unparalleled
increase. Wo would again remind the Patriots
and the Philanthropists, and the Christians of
the Atlantic States, that, the West, before the
end of this century, nzust govern the East
must decide the fate of the Union. Does not
their interest as well as their duty, call them
to provide the best and most ample means for
the education of their future rulers?

The comparative state of Common School
Instruction is very different from that of
Collegiate Instruction. In this, the United
States have the pre-eminence, 'whether we
compare them with the mass of European
countries, or select individual examples. The
Edinburgh "Review admitted many years since,
that 'The great body of the American people
is better educated (instructed) than the mass
of any European comnzunity: ' The following
table derived from the best sources, shews
the proportion of children who receive Com- "
mon School Instruction to 'die whole popu-
lation, in several European countries, and in
several of the United States, and furnishes
statistical evidence of the truth of this re-
mark.
Proportion_of pupils in Conimon Schools tO the,

Whole Population

Wurtemberg

Pupil

to

Inhab.

6
Canton Vaud, Switzerland 1 to . 6.6
Bavaria .1 to 7
Prussia .1 to 7
Netherlands' 1 to 9.7
Scotland 1 to 10
Austria 1 to 13
England 1 to 15.3
France 1 to 17.6
Ireland 1 to. 18
Portugal 1 to 88
Russia to 367
New York 1 to 3.9
Mass., Maine, Conn., estimated 1 to 4
AU New England, at least 1 to 5
Pennsylvania, N. Jersey 1 to 8
Illinois 1 to 13
Kentucky 1 to, 21

111

It will be seen in examining this table, that
the tk of children receiving Common
School Instruction in New York and the East-
ern States, is greater than in any country of
the ciyilized world. So unusual is the propor-
tion in New York, that Schwartz, the distin..-
guished German historian of education, could

scarcely believe it correct. In Pennsylvania
and New Jersey, whose destitution is the sub-
ject of so much well-founded regret and anxi-
ety, the mass are still better taught than in
most countries of Europe better than in Scot-
land itself; and even the Western States will
soon have as much of common instruction as
France. Still we should feel, that the neglect
which may be for the time, safe in a despot-
ism, is ruinous in a republic; for it under-
mines the basis of free institutions.

With regard to the extent of the instruction
afforded in the common schools of the two
continents, the comparison cannot be a
general one. The common st.'4'oolE of the
Eastern and Middle States, undoubtedly afford
more extended instruction than those of most
European countries. Geography and Grammar
are extensively taught there. History is found
in many of them; and in some, the attempt is
made to 'cm a little knowledge of Natu-
ral Hietory. A,..11t,htv would be deemedutterly
superfluous :7- tale intstruction of the, common
people of mo-;__+.Mtir:nrean muntries;..and as it
is conducted iti niT-ry. of c3 L.1.- schools, it cer-
tainly deserve., the,charg4 (of superficiality,
which is brour± nst it___But this is a de-
fect in the mot:es rof.:lnstruon, by no means
essential to the p/aur in a c:nuntry where the
comparatively ea ;;,. circ==stances of the
whole communiity pifintmit-rennre time to be de-
voted to school hostcuctima, and where re-
publican instituttionia leave-fse door to office
and influence operetu all.

On the other trircd, in tim schools of Ger-
many and Switnr-Pr-land, a practical and thor-
ough character is given to cdmmon school
education which_ is r.ot generally to be found
in ours. The knowledge of the minerals, soils,
plants and animals around them, and of the
simple principles of agriculture, is deemed
highly important. Linear drazeing as the
means of forming the evc, and as a supple-
ment to writing, and Music as a means of
cultivating the voice and the ear, are deemed
essential to the education, evfui of a Swiss
peasant, in the improved schoas. In these
respects, public opinion in this country, as
in most-European countries, is yet to be
formed; but it is hoped that the efforts made
in some of our schools, and the happy effect-
which have followed, will be the means of
convincing those who confine their views and
wishes to mere mechanical instruction, of the
imperfection of t.he plan, and the importance
of a more liberal course in the institutions
of a free people.

In one respect perhaps, our schools differ
from those of every other Christian country

.
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we mean in the great or entire- neglect of
-moral . and religious instruction, which is
justly deemed as much more-important than
mere ,secular knowledge, as the character is
more important than the talents. We should
deenly.regrot any attempt to.introduce The-
ology into our common schools; but we do
hope the time will come, when it shall be felt,

:

in accordance with the opinion so frequently,
expreesed in public bodies of our enlightened
men, that the Elehle is a:more essential book
to the young thgan-the Goammar or the Geog-,
raphy, and that a imowledge of JEHOVAH, is
more impo=tant than any degree of familiar-
ity with Jupiter =ad th3egods of Greece and
Rome.



The comparative Advantages of An American Rather than a European EducationThomas Jefferson
17E5

"Cast your eye over America: who are the men of most learning, cf most
eloquence, most beloved by their country and most trusted and p/-3moted bythem? They are those who have been educated among them, and whc,se mannersmorals, and habits are perfectly homogeneous with those of the country."

Education develops a national character and provides for adjustment to thesociety.

1. Cites the disadvantages of EUropean education for young Americans.
2. Social adjustment aSpects of domestic education are discussed.
3. Role of education In developing a national character.
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Thomas Jefferson 1785
The Comparative Advantages of an Ameri.can Rather Than a

European Education

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826), the third President of the United States, had just succeeded
Benjamin Franklin as resident minister in Paris, when he wrote the letter below to J. Bann-ister, Jr., in 1785. It is one of the more lucid pronouncements made at the turn of the century
by a prominent American concerned with his country's educational independence. Jefferson'sinjunction to young Americans to remain at home for their education merely reflected a
sentiment existing in the United. States at the time. The legislature of Georgia, for example,in'January of 1785, expressed its strong opposition to the education of American youth abroad,and shortly afterwards, in February of the same year, it threatened to regard any Georgianssent abroad for their education as aliens for three years. Jefferson's opposition to foreign
studies for young Americans should be seen against a background of changing desires on the
part of Americans to secure both political and cultural independence.

It should also be pointed out, however, that some years later, in 1880, Jefferson asked Du-
pont de Nemours to draw up a national education plan for the United States and specifically to
draw upon his Icnowledge of the best of the European systems in formulating his plans. Jeffer-
son valued the immense part that European culture and education could play in enriching the
United States. But at the time he wrote this letter from France, he viewed somewhat critically
the indiscriminate education of American youth in an alien environment.

.1 should never have answered the para-
graph in your letter of Sep. 19 respectingthe
best seminary for the education of youth in
Europe but that it was necessary for me to
make inquiries on the subject, the result of
these has been to consider the competition
disputes as resting between Geneva and Rome.
They are equally cheap and probablyare equal
in the course of ethteation pursued. The ad-
vantage of Geneva is that students acquire
there the habits of speaking French. The ad-
vantage of Rome are the acquiring a local
knowledge of a spot so historical and so cele-
brated; the acquiring the true pronunciation
of the Latin language; the acquiring a just
taste in the fine arts, more particularly those
of painting, sculpture, architecture and mu-
sic;,a familiarity with those objects andpro-
cess of agriculture which experience has
shown best adapted to a climate like ours

iand lastly the advantage of a fine climate for
health. It is probable too that by being boarded
ip a French family the habit of speaking that
language may be obtained. I do not (know of)
any advantage to be derived in Geneva from a
familiar acquaintance with the principles of
that government. The late revolution has ren-

dered it a tyrannical aristocracy more likely
to give ill than good ideas to an American. I
think the balance in favour of Rome. Pisa is
sometimes spoken of as a place of education
but it does not offer the 1st and 3rd of the ad-.
vantages of Rome. But why send an American
youth to Europe for education? What are the
objects of an useful American education?
Classical knowledge, modern languages,
chiefly French, Spanish and Italian; Mathe-
matics, Natural philosophy, Natural history,
Civil history, (and) Ethics. In Natural philos-
ophy, I mean to include Chemistry and Agri-
culture, and in Natural history, to include
Botany, as well as the other branches of those
departments. It is true that the habit of
speaking the modern languages cannot be so
well acquired in America, but every other
article can be as well acquired at William
and Mary College, as at any place in Europe.
When college education is done with, and a
young man is to prepare himself for public
life, he must cast his eyes (for America)
either on Law or Physic. For the former,
where can he apply so advantageously as to
Mr. Wythe? For the latter, he must come to
Europe: the medical class of students, there-

A letter from Thomas Jefferson in Paris to J. Bannister, Jr., October 15, 1785.
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tive tongue as a fore gner, and therefore,
unqualified to obtain those distinctions,
eloquence o the pen and tongue ensures in zr
free country; for I would observe to you, that:what is cal e style in writing or speaking
formed very early in life, while the imagina--tion is warm, and- impressions are perma-nent. I am of opinion, that there never waa
an instance of a man's writing or speaking
his native tongue with elegance, who passed
from nineteen to twenty years of age out of
the country where it was spoken. Thus, mo
instance exists of a person's writing two lan-
guages perfectly_ That will always appear tobe his native languake which was most fa-
miliar to him in his youth. It appears to me,
then, that an American, corning to Europe foreducation, loses in his knowledge, in his
morals, in his health, in his habits, and ith
his happiness. I had entertained only doubts
on .this head before I came to Europe: what Isee and hear, since I came here, provesmore than I had even suspected.east your
eye over America: who are the men of most
learning, of most eloquence, moSt beloved by
their country and most trusted and promoted
by them? They are those who have been edu-
cated among them, and whose manners,

those of the country.
mor-

.
als, and habits are homogeneouswith

Did you expect by as short a question, todraW such a sermon on yourself? I dare say
you did not. But the consequences of foreign
education are, alarming to me as an American.
I sin, therefore, through zeal, whenever I en-
ter on the subject. You are sufficiently Ameri-
can to pardon me for it. Let me hear of youihealth ahd be assured of the esteem withwhich I am Dear Sir your friend and servant.

aid ..tSnLigituctleS irc *VA No f eike
fore, is the only one which need come to Eu--
rope. t us view the disadvantages of sending
a you

g
to Europe. To enumerate them all

would require a volume. I will select a few.
if he goes to England, he learns drinking,
horse racing and boxing. These are the pe-
culiaritie s of English education. The following
circumstances are common' to education in
.that and the other countries of Europe. He
acquires a fondness for European luxury and
dissipation, and a contempt for the simplicity
of his own conntry; he is fascinated with the
privileges of the European aristocrats, and
sees, with abhorrence, the lovely equality
which the poor enjoy with the rich, in his
own country; he contracts a partiality for
aristocracy or monarchy; he forms foreign
friendships which will never be useful to him,
and loss.:n the reason of life for forming, in
his own country, those friendships which, of
all others, are 'the most faithful and perma-
nent; he is led, by the strongest of all human
passions, into a spirit for female intrigue,
destructive of his own and others' happiness,
or passion for whores, destructive of his
health, and, in both cases, learns to considerfidelity to. the marriage bed as an ungentle-
manly practice, and inconsistent with happi-
ness; he recollects the voluptuary dress and
arts of the European women, and pities and
Ilspisii-the chaste affections and simplicity
oithose of his own country; he retains, thro'
-lkte, a folid recollection, and a hankeringafter those places, which were the scenes of
his first pleasures and of his first connec-tions; he retUrns to his own country, a for-
eigner, unacquainted with the practices ofdoniestic econothy, necessary to preserve
him from ruin; tpeaking and writing his na-
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Education and National Characteristics
Thomas Hamilton
1E33
Carey, Lea and Blanchard: Philadelphia
Title: Men and Manners in America

"In these public schools every citizen has not only a right to have his
children educated, but, as in some parts of Germany, he is compelled by
law to exercise it. It is here considered essential to the public interest
that every man should receive so much instruction as will qualify him for
a useful member of the State. No member of society can be considered
as an isolated and abstract being, living for his own pleasure, and laboring
for his own advantage. In free States, especially, every man has important
political functions, which affect materially not only his own well-being,
but that of his fellcw-citizens; and it is surely reasonable to demand that
he shall at least Possess such knowledge as shall render it possible for him
to discharge hie duties with advantage to the community."

Schools disseminate culture and promote needs of society.

1. Discusses the role of schools in disseminating culture and promoting the
needs of society.
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Thomas Hamilton
Education and National Characteristics

1831_

Thomas Hamilton (1789-1842) was educated at the University of Glasgow and was later in
the British Army for some eight years. He served in the Peninsula Wars, in Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, and in the army of occupation in France in 1815. Retiring from the army in
1818, he roined the editorial staff of Blackwood's magazine. His novel Cyril Thornton which
appeared in 1827 was popular in its day. In another work, Men and Manne) .3 in America, he
revealed himself as a shrewd and kindly critic.

During his tour of Arperican schools and institutions, Hamilton met and was entertained by
John Griscom and George Ticknor. He recounted the especially generous receptiOn he re-
ceived from educators and intellectuals and the admiration he felt for the educational pro-
visions of the United States which, he said, reminded him of the Scottish devotion to public
education.

Introduction But when I found the institutions and ex-
, I perience of the United States deliberately

It was; not till more than a year after my quoted in the reformed Parliament, as
return,. that I finally determined on publish- affording safe precedent for British legisla-
ing the result of my observations in the tion, and learned that the drivellers who
United States. Of books of travels in Amer- uttered such nonsense, instead of encounter-
ica, there seemed no deficiency; and I was ing merited derision, were listened to with
naturally unwilling to incur, by the public patience and approbation, by men as igno-
expression of my opinions, the certainty of rant as themselves, I certainly did feel that
giving offence to a people, of whose hospi- another work on America was yet wanted,
tality I shall always entertain a grateful and at once determined to undertake a task
recollection. I should, therefore, gladly have which infeior considerations would prob-
remained silent, and devoted those hours ably have induced me to decline.
which occasionally hang heavy on the hands How far, in writing of the institutions of
of an idle gentleman, to the productions of a foreign country, I may have been influ-
lighter literature, which, if not more attrac- enced by the prejudices natural to an
live to the reader, would certainly have been Englishman, I presume not to determine. To
more agreeable to the taste and habits of the the ,impartiality of a cosmopolite I make no
writer. pretension. No man can wholly cast off the

Thomas Elamiitoh, Men and Manr.ers in Arni' sica (Philadelphia: Carey, Lea and Blanchard, 1833), pp.
vi, 52-57, 59-60, 75-77, 95-96, 121-125, 190-196, 198-199, 257, 409-410.
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trammels of habit and education, nor escape
from the bias of that multitude of minute and
latent- predilections, which insensibly affect
the judgment of the wisest.

But, apart from such necessary and ac-
knowledged influences, I am aware of no
prejudice which could lead me to form a
perverted estimate of the condition, moral
or social, of the Americans. I visited their
country with no antipathies to be overcome;
and I doubt not you can bear testimony that
my political sentiments were not such, as to
make it probable that I would regard with
an unfavourable.eye the popular character of
their government. In the United States I was
received with kindness, and enjoyed an
intercourse at once gratifying and instruc-
tive, with many individuals for whom I can
never cease to cherish the warmest senti-
ments of esteem. I neither left England a
visionary and discontented enthusiast, nor did
I return to it a man of blighted prospects
and ,disappointed hopes. In the busines or
ambitions of the world I had long ceased to
have any share. I was bound to no party, and
pledged -to no opinions. I had visited many
countries, apd may therefore be permitted
to claim the possession of such advantages
as foreign travel can bestow.

Under these circumstances, I leave it to
the ingenuity of others to discover by what
probablewhat possible temptation, I could
be induced to write in a spirit of unjust
depreciation of the matmers, morals, or
institutions of a people so intimately con-
nected with England, by the ties of interest,
and the affinities of common ancestry.

It has been said, by some one, that the
narrative of a traveller is necessarily a
book of inaccuracies: I admit the truth of the
apophthegm, and only claim the most favour-
able construction for his mistakes. The
range of a traveller's observations must
generally be limited to those peculiarities
which float, as it were, on the surface of
societk. Of the "sunken treasuries" be-
neath, he cannot speak. His sources of
information are always fallible, and, at best,
he can appeal only to the results of an
imperfect experience. A great deal which
necessarily enters into his narrative, mast
be derived from the testimony of others. In
the common 'intercourse of society, men do
not select ,their words with that scrupulous
precision which they use in a witness-box.
Details are loosely given, and inaccurately
remembered. Events are coloured or dis-
torted by the partialities of the narrator;
minute circumstances are omitted or brought

into undue prominence, and the vast and
varied machinery by which fact is manufac-
tured into fallacy is continually at work.

From the errors which, I fear, must still
constitute the badge of all our tribe, I pre-.
tend to no exemption. But, whatever be the
amount of its imperfections, the present
work is offered to the world without excuse
of any sort; for I confess my observations
have led to the conclusion, that a book re-
quiring apology is rarely worth it. .

New York

Professor. Griscomb, a member of the
Society a Friends, was obliging enough to
conduct me over a large seminary placed
under his immediate superintendence. The
general plan of education is one with which,
in Scotland at least, we are familiar, and I
did not remark that any material improve-.
rnent had followed its adoption in the United
States. To divide boys into large classes of
fifty or a hundred, in which, of course, the
rate of advancement of the slowest boy must
regulate that of the cleverest and most
assiduous, does not, I confess, appear a
system founded on very sound or rational
principles. On this plan of retardation, it is,
of course, necessary to discover some ern-
ployment for the boys, whose talents enable
them to outstrip their fellows and this is
done by appointing them to ;he office of
monitor, or teacher, of a subdivision of the
class. This mode of communicating knowl-
edge has its advantages and its faults. It
is no doubt beneficial to the great body of
the class, who are instructed with greater
facility, and less labour to the master. But
the monitors are little better than scape-
goats, who, with some injustice, are made to
pay the whole penalty of the comparative
dulness of their companions. The system,
however, I have been assured, both in this
country and in England, is found to work
well, and I have no doubt it does so in re-
spect to the average amount of instruction
imparted to the pupils. But the principle of
sacrificing the clever few, for the advance-
ment of the stupid many, is one, I still
humbly conceive, to be liable to strong ob-
jections. Of establiShments on this principle,
I have seen none more successful than that
of Professor Griscomb. Every thing which
zeal and talent on the part of the master
could effect, had obviously been done: and
on the part of the scho)r.rs, there -was
assuredly no want or' proficiency in any
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branch of knowlcdge adapted to their age and
capacity.

ri \
School Discipline

A. striking difference exists between the
system of rewards and punishments adopted
in the schools of the United States, and in
those of England. In the former, neither
personal infliction, nor forcible coercion of
any kind, is permitted. How far such a sys-
tem is likely to prove successful, I cannot
yet form an opinion, but judging solely from
the seininary under Dr. Griscomb, I should
be inclined to augur favourably of its results.
It has always, however, appeared strange to
me, that the American should betray so
strong an antipathy to the system of the,
public schools of England. There are no
other establishments, perhaps, in our coun-
try, so entirely republican both in principle
and practice. Rank is there allowed no
privileges, and the only recognised aristoc-
racy is that of personal qualities. Yet these
schools are far from finding favour in
American eyes. The system of fagging, in
Paiticular, is regarded with abhorrence; and
since my arrival, I have never met any one
who could eyen speak of it with patience.
TheStaie of feeling on this matter in the
two countries presents this curious anomaly:
A young English nobleman is sent to West-
minster or Winchester to brush coats and
wash tea-cups, while, the meanest, panerican
storekeeper would redden with virtuous in-
dignation at the very thought of the issue of
his loins contaminating his plebeian blood by
the discharge of such functions.

The difference of feeling, however, seems
to admit of easy explanation. In England, the
menial offices in question form the duties of
freemen; in America, even in those States
where slavery has been abolished, domestic
service being discharged by Negroes, is
connected with a thousand degrading associ-
ations. So powerful are these, that I have
never yet conversed with an American who
could understand that there is nothing in-
trinsically disgraceful in such duties; and
their being at all considered so, proceeds
entirely from a certain confusion of thought,
which connects the office with the manners
and character of those by whom it is dis-
charged. In a country where household serv-
ices are generally performed by persons
of respectable character, on a level, in point
of morals -and acquirement, with other
handfciraftsmen, it is evident that such prej-

.

udice could exist in no material degree. But
it certainly could not exist al all in a coun-
try, where for a certain period such serv-
ices were performed by all, including every
rank below royalty. Let the idea of personal
degradation, the refo re, be wholly abstracted,
and then the question will ,rest on its true
basis, namely, whether such discipline as
that adopted in our public schools, be favour-
able to the improvement of the moral char-
acter or not?

In England, the system is believed from
long experience to work practically well. No
man will say, that British gentemen, formed
under the discipline of these institutions, are
deficient in high bearing, or in generous
spirit; nor will it readily be considered a
disadvantage, that those who are afterwards
to 'wield the united influence of rank and
wealth, should, in their early years, be
placed in a situation, where their personal
and moral qualities alone can place, them
even on an equality with their companions.

It is very probable, indeed, that a system
suited to a country, in which gradation of
ranks forms an integral part of the consti-
tution, may not be adapted to another, which
differs so widely in these respects, as the
United States. Here,. there is no pride of
birth or station to be overcome; andwhether,
under circumstances so different, the kind
of discipline in question might operate bene-
ficially or otherw:se, is a point on which I
certainly do not presume to decide. I only
assert my conviction, that in this country it
has never yet been made the subject of lib-
eral and enlightened discussion, and there-
fore that the value of Transatlantic opinion
with regard to it is absolutely null. The con-
clusion adopted may be right, but the grounds
on which it is founded are evidently wrong.

Having resolved to devote the day to the
inspection of schools, I went from that under
the superintendence of Professor Griscomb,
to another for the education of children of
colour. I here found about a hundred boys,
in whose countenances might be traced every
possible gradation of complexion between
those Of the swarthy Ethiop and florid Euro-
pean. Indeed, several of the children were 141
so fair, that I certainly never should hallo I

discovered the lurking taint of African de-tj
In person they were clean and neat,

and though of course the offspring of the
very lowest class of the people, there was
nothing in their dress or appearance indica-
tive of abject poverty. The master struck
me as an intelligent and benevolent man. He
frankly answered aII my questions, and evi-
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dently took pride in the proficiency of hispupils.

School for Children of Colour .

It has often happened to me, since myarrival in this country, to hear it gravely
maintained by men of education and intern-gence, fiat the Negroes were an inferiorrace; a link as it were between man andthe brutes. Having enjoyed few opportunities
of- observation on people of colour in myown country, I was now glad to be enabled to
enlarge my knowledge on a subject so in-teresting. I therefore requested the masterto inform me whether the results of his
experience had led to the inference, that theaptitude of the Negro children for acquiring
knowledge was inferior to that of the whites.In reply, he assured me they had not doneso; and, on the contrary, declared, that insagacity, perseverance, and capacity for theacquisition and retention of k_nowledge, hispoor despised scholars were equal to anyboys he had ever known. "But, alas, sir!"said he, "to what end are these poor crea-
tures taught acquirement, from the exerciseof which they are destined to be debarred,
by the prejudices of society? It is surely buta cruel mockery to cultivate talents, whenin the present state of public feeling, there
is no field open for their useful employment.Be his acquirements what they may, a Negrois still a Negro, or, in other words, a crea-
ture marked out for degradation, and exclu-sion from those objects which stimulate thehopes and powers of other men."

I observed, in reply, that I was not awarethat, in those States in which slavery hadbeen abolished, any such barrier existed asthat to which he alluded. "In the State ofNew York, for instance," I asked, "are notall offices and professions open to the manof colour as well as to the white?'"I see, sir," replied he, "that you arenot a native of this country, or you wouldnot have asked such a question." He thenwent on to inform me, that the exclusion in
question did not arise from any legislative
enactment, but from the tyranny of thatprejudice, which, regarding the poor blackas a being of inferior order, works its ownfulfilment in making him so. There was noanswering this, for it accorded too well withmy own observations in society, not to carrymy implicit belief.

The master then proceeded to explain thesystem of education adopted in the school,

and subsequently afforded many gratifyingproofs of the proficiency of his scholars.
One class was employed in navigation, andworked several complicated problems withgreat accuracy and rapidity. A large pro-portion were perfectly conversant witharithmetic, and not a few with the lower
mathematics. A long and rigid examinationtook place in geograpl*i, in the course of
which questions were answered with facility,
which I confess would have puzzled me ex-
ceedingly, had they been addressed tomyself.

I had become so much interested in the
little party-coloured crowd before me, that Irecurred to our former discourse, and in-quired of the master, what would probablybecome of his scholars on their being sent
out into the world? Some trades, some de-
scription of labour of course were open tothem, and I expressed mY desire to knowwhat these were. He told.me they were few.
The class studying navigation, were destinedto be sailors; but let their talents be what
they might, it was impossible they could riseto be officers of the paltriest merchantmanthat entered the waters of the United States.
The office of cook or steward was indeed
within the scope of their ambition; but it wasjust as feasible for the poor creatures toexpect to become Chancellor of the State, asmate of a ship. In other pursuits, it was the
same. Some would become stone-masons,or bricklayers, and to the extent of carrying
a hod, or handling a trowel, the course wasclear before them; but the office of master-
bricklayer was open to them in precisely thesame sense as the Professorship of NaturalPhilosophy. No white artificer would serveunder a coloured master. The most degraded
Irish emigrant would scout the idea with
indignation. As carpenters, shoemakers, or.tailors, they were still arrested by the samebarrier. In either of the latter capacities,
indeed, they might work for people of theirown complexion, but no gentleman wouldever think of ordering garments of any sortfrom a schneider of cuticle less white thanhis own. Grocers they might be, but thenwho could perceive the possibility of a re-spectable household matron purchasing teaor spiceries from a vile ."Nigger?" Asbarbers, they were more fortunate, and inthat capacity might even enjoy the privilegeof taking the President of the United Statesby the nose. Throughout the Union, the de-partment of domestic service partr ularlybelongs to them, though recently they arebeginning to find rivals in the Irish emi-
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grants, who come annually in swarms likelocusts. . . .

Tribulations of asForeign Student inNew York

I am tempted here to relate an anecdote,
though somewhat out of place, as it did notoccur till my return to New Y,-rk the follow-
ing spring. Chancing one day a he Ordinary
at.' Bunker's to sit next an English merchantfrom St. Domingo, in the course of conver-sation, he mentioned the following circum-stances. The son of a Haytian general, highin the favour of Boyer, recently accompaniedhim to New York, which he came to visit forpleasure and instruction. This young man,though a mulatto, was pleasing in manner,and .with more intelligence than is usually tobe met with in a country in which educationis so defective. At home, he had been accus-tomed to receive all the deference due to hisrank, and when he arrived in New York, itwas with high anticipations of the pleasurethat awaited him _in a city so opulent andenlightened.

On landing, he inquired for the best hotel,and directed his baggage to be conveyedthere. He was rudely refused admittance,and tried several others with similar result.Ar length he was forced to take up his abodein . a miserable lodging-house kept by aNegro woman.. The pride of the young Hay-tian (who, sooth to say, was something of adandy, and made imposing display of goldchains and brooches,) was sadly galled bythis, and the experience of every hour tendedfarther tol confirm the conviction, that, inthis country, he was rogarded as a degradedbeing, with whom the meanest white manwould hold it disgraceful to associate. In theevening, he went to the theatre, and tenderedhis money to the box-keeper. It was tossedback to him, with a disdainful intimation,that the place for persons of his colour wasthe upper gallery.
On the following morning, my country-man, who had frequently been a guest at thetable of his father, paid him a visit. Hefound the young Haytian in despair. All hisdreams of pleasure were gone, and he re-turned to his native island by the first con-veyance, to visit the United States no more.This young man should have gone toEurope.Should he visit England, he mayfeel quite secure, that, if he have money inhis pocket, he will offer himself at no hotel,from _Land's End.to John O'Groat's house,where hewill not meet with a very cordial

reception. Churches, theatres, operas, con-certs, coaches, chariots, cabs, vans, wagons,steam-boats, railway-carriages and air-balloons, will all be open to him as the day-light. He may repose on cushions of down orof air, he may--charm his ear with music,and his palate with luxuries of all sorts. Hemay travel en prince, or en roturier, pre-cisely as his fancy dictates, and may enjoyeven the honours of a crowned head, if hewill only pay like one. In short, so long ashe carries certain golden ballast about withhim, all- will go well. But_when that is done,his case- is pitiable. He will then becomefamiliar with the provisions, of the vagrantact, and Mr. Roe or Mr. Ballantine willrecommend exercise on the treadmill, forthe benefit of, his constitution. Let him butshow his nose abroad, and a whole host ofparish overs,:ers will take alarm. The newpolice will bait him like a bull; and shouldhe dare approach even the lowest eating-house, the master will shut the door in hisface. If he ask charity, he will be told towork. If he beg work, he will be told to getabout his business. If he steal, he will befoun&-a free passage to Botany Bay, and bedressed gratis on his arrival, in an elegantsuit of yellow. If he rob, he will be found afree passage to another world, in which, asthere is no paying or receiving in payment,we may hope that his troubles will be at anend for ever....

Intelligence of Businessmen

Though I have unquestionably met in NewYork with many most intelligent and accom-plished gentlemen, still, I think the factcannot be denied, that the average of ac-quirement resulting from education is a gooddeal lower in this country than in the bettercircles of England. In all the knowledge, which must be taught, and which requireslaborious study for its attainment, I shouldsay the Americans are considerably inferiorto my countrymen.. In that knowledge, on theother hand, which the individual acquires forhimself by actual observation, which bearsan immediate marketable value, and is di-rectly available in the ordinary avocationsof life, do not imagine the Americans areexcelled by any people in the world. Theyare, consequently, better fitted for analyticthan synthetic reasoning. In the formerprocess they are frequently successful. Inthe latter, their failure sometimes ap-proaches to the ludicrous.
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Another result of this condition of intel-
ligence is, that the tone even of the best
conversation is pitched in a lower key than
in England. The speakers evidently presume
on an inferior degree of acquirement in
their audience, and, frequently, deem it nec-
essary to advance deliberate proof of mat-
ters, which, in the old country, would be
taken for granted. There is certainly less of
what may be called floating intellect in con-
versation. First principles are laboriously
established and long trains of reasoning
terminate, not in paradox, but in common-
place. In short, whatever it is the obvious
and immediate interest of Americans to
know, is fully understood. Whatever is avail-
able, rather in the gArieral eiovatinn nf the
intellect, than in the promotion of individual
ambition, engrosses but a small share of the
public attention.

In the United States one is strucx with the
fact, that there exist certain doctrines and
opinions which have descended like heir-
looms from generation to generation, and
seem to form the subject of a sort of
national entail, most' felicitously contrived
to check the natural tendency to intellectual
advancement in the inheritors. The sons
succeed to these opinions of their father,
precisely as they do to his silver salvers,
or gold-headed cane; and thus do certain
dogmas, political and religious gradually
acquire a sort of prescriptive authority, and
continue to be handed down, unsubjected to
the test of philosophical examination. It is
at least partially attributable to this cause,
that the Americans are given to deal some-

4 what too extensively in broad and sweeping
aphorisms. The most difficult problems of
legislation are here treated as matters on
which it were an insult-on the understanding
of a school-boy, to suppose that he could
entertain a doubt. Inquire their reasons for
the inbred faith, of which they are the dark,
though vehement apostles, and you get
nothing but a few shallow truisms, which
absolutely afford no footing for the conclu-
sions they are brought forward to establish.
The Americans seem to imagine themselves
imbued with the power of feeling truth, or,
rather, of getting at it by intuition, for by
no other process can I yet discover that they
attempt its attainment. With the commoner
and more vulgar truths, indeed, I should

% almost pronounce them too plentifully
stocked, since in these, they seem to imag-
ine, is contained the whole valuable essence
of human knowledge. It is unquestionable,

that this character of mind is most unfav-
ourable to national advancement; yet it is
too prominent not to find a place among the
features which distinguish the American
intellect from that of any other people with
whom it has been my fortune to become
acquainted....

Harvard University

One of my first morning's occupations
was to visit Cambridge University, about
three miles distant. In this 'excursion I had
the advantage of being accompanied by Pro-
fessor Ticknor, who obligingly-conducted me
rwar ,=wary part of the establishment. The
buildings, though not extensive, are commo-
dious; and the librarythe largest in the
United Statescontains about 30,000 vol-
umes; no very imposing aggregate. The
academical course is completed in four
years, at the termination of which the can-
didates for the degree of Bachelor of Arts
are admitted to that honour, after passing
the ordeal of examination. In three years
more, the degree of Master mayas in the
English Universitiesbe taken as matter of
course. There are three terms in the year,
the intervals between which amount to about
three months. The number of students is
somewhat under two hundred and fifty. These
have the option of either living more aca-
demico in the college, or of boarding in
houses in the neighbourhood. No religious
tenets are taught; but the regnant spirit is
unquestionably Unitarian. In extent, in opu-
lence, and in number of students, the estab-
lishment is not equal even to the smallest of
our Scottish Universities...

Education in New England

In these States, the education of the people
is likewise the subject of legislative enact-
ment. In Massachusetts, public schools are
established in every district, and supported
by a tax levied on the public. In Connecticut
they are maintained in another manner. By
the charter of Charles the Second, this col-
ony extended across the Continent to the
Pacific, within the same parallels of latitude
which bound it on the East. It, therefore,
included a large portion of the present States
of Pennsylvania and Ohio, which being sold,
produced a sum amounting to £270,000 ster-
ling, the interest of which is exclusively
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devoted to the purposes of education through-
out the State. This fund is now largely in-
creased, and its annual produce, I believe,
is greater than the whole income of the State
arising from taxation.

In these public schools every citizen has
not only a right to have his children edu-,
cated, but, as in some parts of Germany, he
is compelled by law to exercise it. It is here
considered essential to the public interest
that every man should receive so much in-
struction as will qualify him for a useful
member of the State. No niember of society
can be considered as an isolated and ab-
stract being, living for his own pleasure,
and labouring for his own advantage. In free
States, especially, every man has important
political functions, which affect materially
not only his own well-being, but that of his
fellow-citizens; and it- is surely reasonable
to demand that he shall at least possess
such knowledge as shall render it possible
for him to discharge his duties with advan-
tage to ,the community. The policy which
attempts to check crime by the diffusion of
knowledge, is the offspring of true political
wisdom. It gives a security to person and
property, beyond that afforded by the law,
and looks for the improvement of the people,
not to the gibbet and the prison, but to in-
creased -intelligence, and a consequently
keener sense of moral responsibility.

Speaking generally, it may be said that
every New Englander receives the elements
of education. Reading and writing, even
among the poorest class, are universally
diffused: irithmetic, I presume, comes by
instinct among this guessing, reckoning, ex-
pecting, ancl calculating people. The school-
master has long been abroad in these States,
deprived, it is true, of -his rod and ferule,
but still most usefully employed. Up to a
Certain point he has done wonders; he has
made his scholars as wise as himself, and it
would be somewhat unreasonable to expect
more. If it be considered desirable, how-ever, that the present range of popular
knowledge should be enlarged, the question
then arises, who shall teach the school-
master? Who shall impress a pedagogue (on
the best terms with himself, and whose only
wonder is, "that one small head should

rry all he knows,") with a due sense of
s deficiencies, and lead him to admit that

lere are more things between heaven and
arth than are dreamed of in his philosophy?

A New Englander .passes through the statu7
tory process of education, and enters life

29.5

with the intimate conviction that he has
mastered, if not the omnescibile. at least
every thing valuable within the domain of
intellect. It never occurs to him as possible,
that he May have formed a wrong conclusion
on any question, howeVer intricate, of poli-
tics or religion. He despises all knowledge
abstracted from the business of the world,
and prides himself on his stock of practical
truths. In mind, body, and estate,- hebelieves
himself the first and noblest of God's crea-
tures. The sound of triumph is ever on his
lips, and, like a man who has mounted thefirst step. of a ladder, it is his pride to
look down on hiS neighbours, whom he over-
tops- by an inch, _instead of directing his
attention to the great height yet to be sur-
mounted.

This folly, indeed, is not peculiar to the
New Englander, though in him it is more
strongly marked than in the inhabitants of
the other States. It enters into the very
essence of his character; it is part and par-
cel of him, and its eradication would in-
volve an entire change of being. "A blessing
be on him who first invented sleep," says
Sancho Panza "for it covers a man all over
like a cloak." And even so Jonathan may
bless his vanity. He is encased in it from
top to toe; it is a panoply of proof, which
renders him invulnerable equally to ridicule
and argument.

If to form a just estimate of ourselves
and others be the test of knowledge, the
New Englander i EI the most ignorant of man-
kind. There is a great deal that is really
good and estimable in his character, but,
after all, he is not absolutely the ninth
wonder of the world. I know of no benefit
that could be conferred on him equal to
convincing him of this truth. He may be
assured that the man who knows nothing,
and is aware of his ignorance, is a wiser and
more enviable being than he who knows a
little, and imagines that he knows all. The
extent of our ignorance is a far more profit-
able object of contemplation than that of our
knowledge. Discontent with our actual amount
of acquirement is the indispensable condition
of possible improvement. It is to be wished
that Jonathan would remember this. He may
rely on it, he will occupy a higher place in
the estimation of the world, whenever he has
acquired the wisdom to think more humbly
of himself.

The New England free-schools are estab-
lishments happily adapted to the wants and
character of the people. They have been
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found td 'work admirably, and too much
praise cannot be bestowed on the enlightened
policy which, from the very foundation of the
colony, has never once lost sight of the
great object of diffusing edrcation through
every cottage within its boundaries. It will
detract nothing from the honour thus justly
due, to mention that the establishment of
district schools was not an original achieve-
ment of New England intelligence. The
parish-schools of .:3cotland (to say nothing of
Germany) had existed long before the pil-
grim fathers ever knelt in worship beneath
thh shadows of the hoary forest trees. The
principle of the establishments in both coun-
tries is the same, the only difference is in
the details. In Scotland the land-owners of
each parish contribute the means of educa-
tion for the body of the people. The school-
house and, dwelling-house of the master are
provided and kept in repair by an assess-
ment on the land, which is likewise burdened
with the amount of his salary.

It has been an object, however, wisely
kept in view, that instruction at these semi-
naries shall not be wholly gratuitous. There
are few even of the poorest order in Scot-
land who would not consider it a degrada-
tion to send their children to a charity
school, and the feeling of independence, is
perhaps the very last which a wise legis-
lator will venture to counteract. It iS to be
expected, too, that when the master depends
on the emolument to be derived from his
scholars, he will exert himself more zeal-
ously than when his remuneration arises
from a source altogether independent of his
own efforts. The sum demanded from the
scholars, however, is so low, that instruc-
tion is placed within the reach of the poorest
cottager; and instances are few, indeed, in
which a child born in Scotland is suffered
to grow up without sufficient instruction to
enable him to discharge respectably the
duties of the situation he is destined to fill.

When Mr. Brougham, however, brought
forward in the British Parliament his plan
a national education, which consisted mainly
in the establishment throughout the kingdom
of parish-schools, similar to those in Scot-
land, one of the most eminent individuals of
the Union' did not hesitate to arrogate the
whole merit of the precedent for New
England. I have more than once since my.
arrival heard Mr.. Brougham accused of un-

1Mr. Webster. la his speech delivered at Ply-
mouth in commemoration of the first settlement of
New England.

worthy nuatives, in not publicly confesSing
that his whole project was founded on the
example set forth for imitation in this fav-
oured region. It was in vain that I pleaded
the circumstances above stated, the company
were evidently determined to believe their
own schools without parallel in the world,
and the Lord Chancellor will assuredly go
down to his grave unabsolved from this
weighty imputation.

In character there are many points of
resemblance between the Scotch and New
Englanders. There is the same sobriety,
love of order, and perseverance in both;
the same attachment to religion, mingled
with more caution in Sanders, and more
enterprise in Jonathan. Both are the inhabit-
ants of a poor country, and both have become
rich by habits of steady industry and fru-
gality. Both send forth a large portion of
their population to participate in the wealth
of more favoured regions. The Scot, how-
ever, snever loses his attachment to his
native land. it las probably b'een to him a
rugged rnirsra, -Fgt., wander where he will, its
heathy mouro-7 -1- are ever -present to his
imagination, :amd he thinks of the, bleak
muirland cottag.- dn which he g.rew from in-
infancy to rmarl"xond, as a spot encircled by
a halo of beauty. Whenever Fortune
smiles on hint._ 'he returns t) his native vil-

and the ct -'3.ncla of his life ,i.oses where
it commenced._ ,.

University of Pe.mnsylvania

Of all the American colleges beyond the
limits of New England, that of Pennsylvania
is perhaps the most distinguished. Its medi-
cal school is decidedly so, and an Escu-
lapian armed with a Philadelphia diploma, is
held to commit slaughter on his fellow-
creatures according to the most approved
principles of modern science. Till within a
few years, however the scientific and liter-
ary departments of this institution had fallen
into comprArative neglect. But a revolution in
an American college is an easier affair than
the introduction of the most trifling change
in such establishments as Oxford or Cam-
bridge. The statutes were revised by a board
of trustees appointed for the purpose. The
system of education was corrected and en-
larged, and men of competent talent and
acquirements were invited to preside over
the various departments of instruction. A
new edifice was erected, and an extensive
addition made to the former beggarly account
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of philosophical apparatus. The natural con-
sequences followed. The number of students
was considerably increased, q.nd the benefits
of the institution wen augmuntcd, not only

ig in magnitude, but in extent of cl:ffusion.
In thia establishment, there is no discre-

tion permitted in regard to the course of
study to be followed by the student. Every
one is compelled to travel in the same track,
and ,to ,reach the same point, whatever may
be-his future destination in life. It is, per-
haps, quite right that such portions of a
university course should be considered im
perative, as relate to the preparatory de-
yelopment of the intellectual powers; but it
does appear somewhat absurd to insist on
cramming every boy with mathematics,
chemistry, and natural philosophy. In Amer-
ica, the period devoted to education is so
short, that there can be no folly greater than
that of frittering it away in a variety of
pursuits, which contribute little to the gen-
eral elevation of the intellect. It is the cer-
tain result of attempting too much, that
nothing will be accomplished. With such a
system of education, the standard of ac-
quirement must of necessity be greatly
lowe.r than in other countries, where excel-
lence in some one department constitutes
the great object of individual ambition. The
truth-Of this position is in perfect accord-
ance with the state of knowledge in America.
In illustration of It, I shall direct the atten-
ton of the reader to an extract from the
report of the Board of Trustees of this very
UniverSity of Pennsylvania. Alluding to the

- prescribed course of education, these gentle-
men assure the public, that "Its object is to
communicate a profound and critical
knowledge ' of the classics; an extensive
acquaintance with the different branches of
mathematical science, natural philosophy,
and chemistry, combined with ait the varie-
ties of knowledge comprehended within the
sphere of moral philosophy, logic, rhetoric,
metaphysics, and the evidences of Christi-
anity. This course of iizstruction will occupy
FOUR YEARS!

Had the number of years to be devoted
to the acquisition of this vast mass of knowl-
edge been forty instead of four, the promise
of the Board of Trustees might still have

III been objectionable on the score of hyperbole.
In Europe no body of gentlemen connected
with any public seminary, durst have yen-.
tured on such a statement. Respect for their
own character, .and the certainty of ridicule,
would have prevented it. But in America it
is diffeFelt-The standard of knowledge being

there infinitely lower, the Trustees prom-
ised nothing more than they might reasonably
hope to accomplish. On the Western shores
of the Atlantic, a young man is believed to
have "a profound and critical knowledge of
the classics," when he can .manage to con-
strue a passage of Cmsar or Virgil, and
by the help of the lexiconhaply of Xenophon
or Anacreon. And so with the other branches
of acquirement. In mathematics, it is
scarcely meant to be implied at the student
shall have mastered the works of La Grange
or La Place; nor in metaphysics, that he
shall even.understand the philosophy of Kant
or Cousin, but simply that he shall have
acquired enough to constitute, in the eyes of
the American public,. "an extensive acquaint-
ance with the different branches of mathe-
matical science, Combined with all the
varieties of knowledge comprehended within
the sphere of /moral philosophy, logic, rhet-
oric, and metaphysics."

It thus appears that -what in one country
would be nothing better than impudent quack-
ery, becomes the language of sober truth in
another. The same terms carry different
meanings on different sides of the water,
and the cause of the discrepancy is too ob-
vious to be mistaken. Having alluded to this
subject, I would willing/y be permitted to
offer a few observations on the interesting
question,Ho-w far the '_:-Indition of society
in the Unitea States, and the lnfluence of its
institutions are favourable, or otherwise, to
the cultivation of philosophy and the higher
literature?

State of Literature

The termination of the Revolutionary war
left the United States with a population
graduating in civilization from slaves to
planters. The scale went low enough, but
unfortunately not very high. The great mass
of the white population, especially in the
Northern States, were by no means deficient
in such education as was suited to their
circumstances. In a country to which abject
poverty was happily a stranger, there ex-
isted few obstacles to the general diffusion
of elementary instruction. But bctween the
amount of acquirement of the richer and the
poorer orders, little disparity existed.
Where the necessity of labour was imposed
on all, it was not probable that any demand
should exist for learning not immediately-
connected with the business of life. To the
grower of indigo or tobacco; to the feller
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of timber, or the retailer of cutlery and
dry goods, the refinements of literature
were necessarily unknown. In her whole
population, America did not number a single
scholar, in the higher acceptation of the
term, and bad every book in her whole ter-
ritory been contributed to form a national
library, it would not have afforded the mate-
rials from which a scholar could be framed.

It is true, that in several of the States
there existed colleges, but these were.little
better than schools without the necessary
discipline; and had, their pretensions been
greater, it is very 'certain that such poor
and distant establishirzents could offer no
inducement to foreigners of high acquirement,
to exchange icthe ampler ether, the diviner
air, of their native universities, for the
atmosphere of Yale or Harvard. At all
events, the Americans had no desire to draw
our men of letters from their learned re-
treats. In the condition of society I have
described, it was brmossible that learning
should engross any ;portion of the public
favour. Even to the present day, the value
of education in the United States is esti-
mated, not by its rerilt on the mind of the
student, in strengthentng his faculties, puri-
fying his taste, and enlarging and elevating
the sphere of thought and consciousness, Ind
by the amount of available knowledge whia
it enables him to bring to the common busi-
ness of life.

The consequences of this error, when
participated in by a whole nation, have been
most pernicious. It has unquestionably con-
tributed to perpetuate the very ignorance in
which it originated. It has done its part, in
connexion with other causes, in depriving
the United States a the most enduring source
of national greatness. Nor can we hope that
the evil will be removed, until the vulgar
and unworthy sopUstry which has imposed,
on the judgment, even of the most intelligent
Americans, shall cease to influence some
wiser and unborn generation. ,

Thomas Jefferson

Whatever were the defects of Jefferson,
he seems to have been impressed with a
deep consciousness of the deficiencies of his
countrymen. He saw that the elements of
knowledge were diffused every where, but
that all its higher fruits were wanting. He
endeavoured, not only to rouse his country-
men-to a sense of their intellectual condition,
but to provide the means by which it might

be improved. With this view he founded a
university in his native. State, and his last
worldly anxieties were devoted to its ad-
vancement. Jefferson felt strongly, thatwhile
philosophy and literature were excluded from
the fair objects of professional ambition,

. and the United States continued to be de-
pendent for all advances in knowledge, on
importations from Europe, she was wanting
in the noblest element of national greatness.
Though the Commerce of mind be regulated
by lretier principles than more vulgar traf-
fic, tt should consist, unquestionably, of
exchange a some kind. To receive, and not
to give, is to subsist on charity; to be a
nuute and changeling in the great family of
nations.

The obstacles to success, however, were
too great -for the powers of Jefferson to
over=ome. In a community where the grada-
tions of opulence constitute the great dis-
tincUon between man and man, the pursuits
which lead most readily to its attainment
will mertainly engross the whole volume of
naticenal talent. In England there are various
(coltistent aristocracies, which actas mutual
cormectives, and, by multiplying the objects
of :ambition, give amplitude and diffusion to
its efforts. In America there exists but one,
.and the impulse it awakens is, of course,
violent in proportion to its concentration.
Jefferson, therefore, failed iii this great

-object, towards the accomplishment of which
his anxious thoughts were directed. As a
politician, he exercised a far greater in-.
fluence over the national mind than any
other statesman his country has produced.
But in his endeavours to direct the intel-
lectual impulses of his countrymen towards
loftier objects, the very structure of society
presented an insuperable barrier to success.

America Unfavourable to Literature

I am aWare, it will be urged, that the
state of things I have described is merely
transient, and that when population shall
become more dense, and increased compe-
tition shall render commerce and agriculture
less lucrative, the pursuits a science and
literature will engross their due portion of
the national talent. I hope it may be so, but
yet it cannot be disguised, that th'"!re hitherto
has been no visible approximation towards
such a condition of society. In the present
generation of Americans, I can detect no
symptom of improving taste, or increasing
elevation of intellect. On the contrary, the
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fact has been irresistibly forced on my con-
viction, that they are altogether inferior to
those, whose place, in the course of nature,f they are soon destined to occupy. Compared
with their fathers, I have no hesitation in,

1 _pronouncing the younger portion of the richer
classes to be less literal, less enlightened,
less observant of the proprieties of life, and
certainly far less pleasing in manner and
deportment.

,In England erriry new generation starts
forward into life with advantages far supe-rior to its predecessor. Each successivecropif I may so writeof legislators, is
marked by increase of knowledge and en-
largement of .thought. The standard of ac-
quirement necessary to attain distinction inpublic life, is now confessedly higher thanit was thirty years ago. The intellectual
currency of the country, instead of being
depreciated, has advanced in value, while the
issue has been prodigiously enlarged. True,
there are no giants in our days, but-this may
be in part at least accounted for, by -a gen-
eral increase of stature in the people. We
have gained at least an inch upon our fathers,
and have the gratifying prospect of appear-
ing diminutive when compared with our chil-dren.

But if this be so in America, I confess
my -observation is at fault. I can discern no
prospect of 'her soon becoming a mental
benefactor to the world. Elementary instruc-tion, it is true, has generally kept pacewith the rapid progress of population; butwhile the steps of youth are studiously

_ directed to the base of the mountain of
knowledge, no facilities have been providedfor scaling its summit. There is at this
moment nothing in tfie United States worthy
of the name of a library. Not only is there
an entire absence of learning, in the higher
sense of the term, but an absolute want ofthe material from which alone learning can
be extracted. At present an American might

2The value of books imported from Europe
during the year 1829-30 for public institutions,
amounted only to 10,829 dollars! Even of this
wretched sum, I am assured the greater part was
expended in works strictly new. Of the old treas-
ures of learning, America seems content to fernaindestitute.

In regard to deience, it is a fact scarcely cred-
ible, that the second maritime power in the world
does not at the present moment possess a single
astronomical observatory, and is dependent on
France Cid England for the calculations of an
ephemerts by which her ships may be enabled in
tolerable-safety to navigate the ocean!

study every book within the limits of ths:
Union, and still be rAgarded in many parts
of Europeespecially :in Germanyas ;a man
comparatively ignorant. And whydoes a greatnation thus voluntarily conenue in a state aff
intellectual destitution so anomalous arid
humiliating? There are libraries to be sold
in Europe. Books might be imported in =Al-lions. Is it poverty, or is it ignorance of
their value, that wittirtrolds America from: thepurchase ?2...

Effect of Democratic InsUtutions on theMind of the Country

. . _Acquirements -of any sort, therefiL,
which the great rna of the people tio
value, or are incapaple of apPreciating., a:re-of no Tractical advantage; -for they bring with
them neither fame, ncr more substantial re-ward. But this is understating the case. Such
knowledge, if displayed at all, would nutmerely be a dead letter in the qualifications
of a candidate for political power, it would-
oppose a decided obstacle to his succass,The sovereign people in America are gt.-;=nato be somewhat intolerant of acquirernem:,
the immediate utility of which they canmat
appreciate, but which theY do feel has im-
parted something of mental superiority to itspossessor. This is particularly the casewith regard to literary accomplishment. Thecry of the people is for "equal and universal
education;" and attainments which circum-
stances have placed beyond their own reach;
they would willingly discountenance inothe rs.

It is true, indeed, that with regard to
mere professional acquirements a different
feeling prevails. The people have no objec-tion to a clever surgeon or a learned phy-
sician, because they profit by their skill.
An ingenious mechanic they respect. There isa fair field for a chemist or engineer. But,in regard to literature, they can discover
no practical benefits of which it is prOduc-tive. In their eyes, it is a mere appanage
of aristOcracy, and whatever mental superi-ority it is felt to confer, is at the expense
of the self-esteem of less educated men. I
have myself heard in Congress the impu-
tation of scholarship bandied about as areproach; and if the epithet of tiliterary
gentleman,' may be considered as malignant,
as it did sometimes appear to be gratui-tous, there assuredly existed ample apology
for the indignant feeling it appeared to ex-cite. The truth, I believe, is, that in their

.
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political representatives, the people demand
just so much knowledge and accomplishment
as they conceive to be practically available
for the promoti.on of their own interests.
This, in Weikr op:allot-1, is entough. More were
but to gild refined gold, and paint the lily;
operations which could add luothing to the
value of the metal, or the frazrance of the
flower.

The conisequence of all this has been, that
the standard of Judgment, in regard to public
men, is decidedly lower In the United States
than in most ,conntries of Europe. It is,
perhaps, naturanthat the demand for politi-
cal accomplislarnmnt should not precede its
necessity; and E am far frtitn wishing to
assert, that AvirPti.can statesmen have nof
been hither to. fatuni,adequate to all the wantS
of the conntaogwealth. But if it be the great
object of iliglitzeiwd institutions to encour-
age the development of the highest faculties;
and, generally, to raise man in the scale of
intellectual being: 0- knowledge be confes-
sedly power, and freedom from prejudice a
nobler enfranchisement than mere physical
liberty, then I tear that, in Leterence to this
great and untiln r-Os. function, those of the
United States 'will be found wanting.-I am
fa. from arguing, that science and literature
should be indethead far their promotion to a
system of directcouragement. Such policy
is always dubious, and has rarely proved
successful. But I certainly regard, as one
most important standard of excellence in a
government, the degree in which, by its very
constitution, it tends to call into action the
higher powers ar, , qualities of the human
mind. It is a poor policy, which, In matters
of intellect, looks not beyond the necessities
of the present hour. There is no economy so
short-sighted, as that which would limit the
expenditure of mind; and assuredly the condi-
tion of society cannot be desirable, in Which
great qualities of every sort do not find effi-
cient excitement and ampie field for display.

How far the influences which have hitherto
prevented the intellectual advancement of the
Americans, may hereafter be counteracted
by others more favourable to the cultivation
of learning, I presume not to predict. There
is certainly no deficiency of talent in the
United States; no deficiency of men, stored
even to abundance with knowledge, practi-.
cally applicable to the palpable and grosser
wants of their countrymen....

Eloquence of Congress
. .

In Congress, the number of men who have
receivedwhat even in the .United States is

England write of her institutions in the same
spirit of freedom which I have used in dis-cussing the advantages of theirs. It is for
the benefit of both nations that their errors
and inconsistencies should be rigorously and
unsparingly detected. A blunder exposedceases 'to be injurious, and instead of a dan-:gerous precedent, becomes a useful beacon.When a writer has to deal with fallaciesaffecting the welfare of a community, heshould epress himself boldly. There should

calleda classical education, is extremely
small, and of these the proportion who still
retain sufficient scholarship to find pleasure
in allusion to the words of the great writers
of antiquity, is yet smaller. The great
majority are utterly and recklessly ignorant
of the learned languages, and the whole
literature imbodied in them; and it is evident
that, with su'2h an audience, any appeal to
classical authority is mere waste of breath
in the one party, and of patience in the other.
It may appear strange, under such circum-
stances, but I have no doubt of the fact, that
in the course of a session, more Latin
such as it isis quoted in the House of
Representatives, than in both Houses of the
British Parliament. Indeed, it is ludicrous
enough to observe the solicitude of men,
evidently illiterate, to trick out their
speeches with such hackneYed extracts from
classical authors, as they may have picked
up in the course of a superficial reading.
Thus, if a member be attacked, he will
probably assure the House, not in plain
English, that the charge of his opponent is
weak, and without foundation, but in Latin
that it is "telum imbelle et sine ictu."
Should he find occasion to profess philan-
thropy, -the chances are that the words of
Terence, "Homo sum, humani &c.
will be mtuu.ed in a pathetic accent,
with the right hand pressed gracefully on
the breast. In short, members were always
ready with some petty scrap of threadbare
trumpery, -which, like the Cosmogonist in the
Vicar of Wakefield, they kept cut and dry
for the frequent occasions of oratorical
eme rgency. . . .

_

Conclusion

I haVe now done. I fear it will be col-
lected from these volumes, that my impres-
sions of the moral and political condition of
the Americans are on the whole unfavour-
able. I regret this, but cannot help it. If
opinion depended on will, mine would be dif-
ferent. I returned to England with a strong
feeling of gratitude for the hospitality I
experienced in all parts of the Union; and
I can truly declare, that no pride or per-
tinacity of judgment will prevent my cher-
ishing the sincere wish, that all the evils
which appear to me to impend over the
future destinies of this rising country may
be averted, and that the United States may
afford a great and lasting example of free-
dom and prosperity.

Let enlightened Americans who visit

be no mincing of word or argumentnoequivocation of dissentno dalliance withfalsehoodno veiling the dignity of a goodcause. Truth should never strike her top-sails in compliment to ignorance or sophis-try, and if the battle be fought yard-arm toyard-arm, however her cause may occa-sionally suffer from the weakness of itschampions, it is sure to prove ultimatelyvictorious.
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Schools ant:Lsminaries for the Instruction of Youth in SilesiaJohn Q.
1804
J. Budd:, 7.raal

"But the ,arin,Tiements and regulations of the trivial schools, a6 theyare here cra::ea, schools destined for that elementary instruction whichought to be J.=fused over the whole mass of the people, particularlydeserve yan:L -a-ztention; because you may perhaps, as a native New-Englandentertain ,--Lae -irejudice, that your awn country is the only spot on earthwhere this mect is rightly managed, and where the arts of reading andwriting ar-,t,.,:m.vr:omplishments almost universally possessed."

"...that .a.zz=n1 should be kept in every villiage,- and that a competentsubsistano.% -.1c.ad be provided for the schoolmaster, by the joint contributionof the lor.±: the village, and of the tenants themselves. The superintendenceof the scho was prescribed as the duty of the clergy."

Describes Prussian education and highlights features which might benefitAmerican society.

1. Describes oublic education in Prussia.

2. Details local school
administration, teacher training, instmction,curriculum.

Discusses =be benefits of public education for society.

Perhaps the foundation of the structure of American public education.Based on the Trussian model of Frederick II.
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1801
Schools and Senzinaries for the Instruction of Youth in Silesia

John Quincy Adams (1767-1848 ), sixth President of the United States, traveled abroadextensively as a youth. At the age of eleven he journeyed to Europe with his father, JohnAdams, the United States Commissioner to the French Court, and in 1'780 he attended LeydenUniversity in Holland. At the age of fourteen he was appointed private secretary to the Ameri-can Minister to Russia in St. Petersburg. In 1782 he returned for further studies in The Hagueand then went home to enroll at Harvard. lie was appointed Minister to Holland in 1794 andMinister to Berlin in 1797.
Wfiile serving in Berlin, John Quincy Adams traveledthroughout Eastern Europe, and in hisprivate letters he described some of the schools that he visited. He often called special atten-tion to the "public" schools so that the recipients of his letters, usually New Englanders, wouldappreciate the fact thatMassachusetts was not the only state with some rudimentary provisionsfor universal and compulsory elementary education. The following description of education inSilesia was written in a letter to his brother, Thomas Adams, and, like many personal letterssent home by Americans abroad, it was later published in an account of his trawqs. The letteris typical of this genre of travelers who made interesting observations and, at times, usefulcomparisons.

i have promised in this letter to give you
some account of the institutions in the pro-
vince of Silesia, for the education of youth.
The university at Breslau, and the academy
of nobles at Liegnitz, I need not mention,
having noticed them in my letters, at the time
when we visited those places. Besides these,
there are what we call grammar-schools,
where Latin is taught in almost every town
of the province, and usuall connexionwith
some church or convent. But the arrange-
ments and regulations of the rivial schools,
s they are here called, schools destined for

t elementary instruction which ought to be
diffused IpVer the whole mass of the people,
particularly deserve your attention; because
you may perhaps, as a native of New-England,
entertain the prejudice, that your owncountry
iS the only spot on earth where this object is
rightly managed, and where the arts of read-
inz and writing are accomplishments almost
universally possesseC2

Probably, no country in Europe could so
strongly contest our pre-eminence in this re-
spect as Germany; and she, for this honour-
able distinction, is indebted principally to
Frederick II.; to the zeal with which he
pursued the purpose of spreading useful
knowledge among all classes of his subjects;
and to the influence of his example, and of
his success, even beyo:Id the limits of his
own doniinions. To enter upon this topic,

A. letter fzom John Quincy Adams in Berlin to his
March 7, 1801;in Letters on Silesia, Wsllen During
1801 (London: J. Budd, 1804), pp,. 361-3-12.

with the details of which it is susceptible,
might, perhaps, not amuse you, and would
leaa me too far from my subject; I shall,
therefore, confine myself to the measures he
adopted, and the system he introduced, in this
particular into Silesia.

At the time of his conquest, education had
seldom made an object of the concern of
governments, and Silesia, like the rest of Eu-
rope, was but wretchedly provided, either with
schools or teachers. In the small towns and
villages the schoolmasters were so poorly
paid, that they could not subsist withoutprac-
tising some other trade, besides their oc-
cupation as instructors, and they usually
united the character of the village-fiddler
with that of the village-schoolmaster. Even of
these there were so few, that the children of
the peasants in general, throughout the pro-
vince, were left untaught. This was especially
the case in Upper Silesia. Frederick issued
an ordinance,'E.t a school should be kept in
every village, and that a competent sub-
sistence should be provided for the school-
master, by the joint contribution of the lord of
the village, and of the tenants themselves_.
The superintendence of the schools was

dscribe as the duty of the clerg3.3
But, in order that this ordinance might

have its due execution, it was necessary to
form the teachers themselves, properly qual-
ified to give useful instruction. This was

brother, Thomas Boylston Adams, in Philadelphia,
a Tour Through That Country in the Years 1800,
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effected by the persevering intelligence andzeal of a man, by the name of Felbiger, anAugustine monk, belonging to a convent atSagan; a man, says a Silc sian historian, whom.

a great part of Germany must thank for a rev-olution, not less important, though of slowerprogress and milder character, than thatwhich, two centuries and a half earlier, wasaccomplished by another monk of the sameorderby Luther.
elbiger, after spending some years atBe in, to obtain a perfect knowledge of the. best method of instruction practised in tbeschools there, returned to Sagan, and madethe convent to which he belonged, a semi-nary for young ecclesiastics, and candidatesas schoolmasters, to acquire the knowledgeof the improved mode of teaching. Severalother institutions of the same kind were, indue time, established at Breslau, Glatz, andother places, upon his principles, and con-ducted by persons whom he had formed. Todefray the expenses necessary for the sup-port of these seminaries, a fund is raised,consisting of one quarter's salary, which ev-ery Catholic curate is obliged to pay, uponbeing first settled in a parsonage.

With each of these seminaries are con-nected certain schools, where the young can-didates for the clerical or teaching office arek.obliged to attend, and observe the practice ofWr the method, the theory of which they learn atthe seminaries themselves. The clergy arerequired, no less than the teachers, to gothrough this process, because the superin-tendence over the teachers is intrusted tothem. No young man can be admitted to eitherof the offices, without an attestation of hisqualification from one of the seminaries.
After all these preparatory measures hadbeen carried into effect, an ordinance waspublished in the year 1765, prescribing themode of teaching, as adopted in the semi-naries, and the manner in which the clergy

should superintend the efficacious establish-ment of the system. The regulations of thisordinance prove the earnestness with whichthe King of Prussia laboured to spread thebenefits of useful knowledge among his sub-' ects. he teachers are directed to give plainnstruc ion, and upon objects applicable to theordinary concerns of life; not merely to load
e memory of their scholars with words, butto make things intelligible to their under-

standing; to habituate them to the use of theirOn reason, by explaining every object of thelesson, so that the children themselves maybe able to explain it, upon examination Thecandidates for school-keeping mus give

9u3oitc, Sao I
kle 5 butsspecimens of their ability, by teaching atoneof the schools connected with the seminary,

in the presence of the professors at the
th semi-

thing defective in the candidate's method If
nary, at they may remark and correct

one school suffices for more than one village,
neither of them must be more than half a
German mile distant from it, in the flat coun-try; nor more than a quarter of a mile, in
the mountainous parts. The school-tax mustbe paid by the lord and tenants, without dis-tinction of religions. In the towns, the school
must be kept the whole year round. It is ex-pected that one month shall suffice to makea child know the letters of the alphabet; thatin two it shall be able to join them; and inthree, to read. The boys must all be sent toschool, from their sixth to their thirteenth
year, whether the parents are able to paythe school-tax or not. For the poor, the
school-money must be raised by collections.Every parent or guardian who neglects to sendhis child or pupil to school, withoutsufficientcause, is obliged to pay a double school-tax,
for xhich the guardians shall have no allow-
ance.1Every curate must examine, weekly, thechilacen of the school in his parish. A generalexamination must be held annually, by thedeans of the districts, of the schools withintheir respective precincts; ,and a report of thecondition of the schools, the talents and atten-tion of the schoolmasters, the state of thebuildings, and of attendance by the children,made to the office of the vicar-general, whomust transmit all these reports to the royaldomain offices. From these, orders areissued to the respective landraths, to correctthe abuses and supply the deficiencies indi-cated in the reports. This system was atfirst

prepared only for the Catholic schools; butit was afterwards adopted, for the most part,by most of the Lutheran consistories. Its trulyrespectable author, Felbiger, was, in the se-quel, with the consent of Frederick, invited toVienna, by the Empress Maria Theresa, andher son Joseph II. who appointed him directorof the normal schools, or seminaries, in allthe Austrian dominions. His regulations havebeen introduced, and are acted upon, in almostall the Catholic countries of Germany.
In Silesia they had, at first, manyoldpre-judices to contend with. The indolence of theCatholic clergy was averse to the new andtroublesome duty imposed on them. Theirzeai was alarmed at the danger arising fromthis dispersion of light to the stabilityof theirchurch. They considered alike the spirit ofinnovation, and the spirit of inquiry, as theirnatural enemies. Besides this, the system
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still meets resistance from the penurious
parsimony and stubborn love of darkness,
prevailing in some parts of the province. Many
villages neglect the support of their schools;
many individuals, upon false pretexts, forbear
sending their children to school, for the sake
of saving the tax. The compulsive measures,
and the penalties, prescribed by the ordi-
nance, are used seldom, and with reluctance.
The benevolent design has not been accom-
plished to the full extent of which it was sus-
ceptible; but,Ers far as it has been accom-
plished, its operation has been a blessin3
That its effects have been very extensive, is
not to be doubted, when we compare the num-
ber of schools throughout the province, in
the year 1752, when they amounted only to one
thousand five hundred and fifty-two, with that
in the year 1795, when they were ore than
three thousand five hundred. The conse-
quences of a more general diffus on of knowl-
edge are attested by many other facts equally
clear. Before the seven years war, there had
scarcely ever been more than one periodical
journal or gazette published in the province,at one time. There are now, no less than
seventeen newspapers and magazines, which
appear by the day, the week, the month, or the
quarter, many of them upon subjects generally
useful; and containing valuable information
and instruction for the people. At the former
period there were three booksellers, and all
these at.Breslau. There are, now, six in that
capital, and seven dispersed about in the
other cities. The number ofprinting-presses
and of book-binders has inc reased in the same
proportion.n

Doctor ;Johnson, in his life of Watts, has

33

bestowed a just and exalted encomium upon
him, for not disdaining to descend from the
pride of genius and the dignity of science, to
write for the wants and the capacities of chil-
dren. "Every man acquainted," says he,
"with the common principles of human ac-
tions, will look with veneration on the writer,
who is at one time combating Locke, and at an-
other time making a catechism for children in
their fourth year." But how much greater still
is the tribute of admiration irresistibly drawn
from us, when we behold an absolute monarch,
the greatest general of his age, eminent as a
writer in the highest departments of liter-
ature, descending, in a manner, to teach the
alphabet to the children of his kingdom; be-
stowing his care, his persevering assiduity,
his influence and his power, in diffusing plain
and useful knowledge among his subjects; in
opening to their minds the first and most im-
portant pages of the book of science, in filling
the whole atmosphere they breathed, with that
intellectual fragrance, which had before been
imprisoned in the vials of learning, or en-
closed within the gardens of wealth!Immor-
tal Frederick! when seated on the throne of
Prussia, with kneeling millions at thy feet,
thou wast only a king. On the fields of Leu-
then, of Zorndorf, of Rosbach, of so many
other scenes of human blood and anguish,
thou wast only a hero. Even in thy rare and
glorious converse. with the Muses and with
science, thou wast only a philosopher, an his-
torian, a poet; but in this generous ardour,
this active and enlightened zeal for the edu-
cation of thy people, thou wast truly greatthe
father of thy countrythe benefactor of man-
kind.
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Educational Tutoring in the South
John Davis'
199- 1802
Henry Holt and Co., Inc.: New York (Published in 1909)

no quotes due to the nature of the article

Proposes public education which eliminates privilege and elitism.

1. Plea for public educations opposing privilege and elitism in education.
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John Davis
1802

Educational Tutoring in the South

John Davis (1'774-1854) was born in Salisbury, England, and went to sea at the early ageOf eleven, making two voyages to the East. In spite of his lack of education Davis acquiredthe reputation of a poet and author. Many of his works eventually sold well in the UnitedStates, but during his travels in America from 1798 to 1802, he was forced to take what workhe could find as a tutor and writer.
Traveling extensively in the South, Davis visited South Carolina, Georgia, and Virginia. In1798 he served for six weeks as a teacher in a college in Charleston, was dismissed, andthen obtained a position as tutor to the children of Thomas Drayton in his homes at Coosa-watchie and Sullivan's Island. During the summer of 1801, he held a brief appointment in aQuaker family in Virginia and for three months in 1802 was a master in a ,,field" school inPrince William. County. While looking for work as a tutor in South Carolina, Davis had theinterview which he described in the following extract.

I landed at Charleston with Doctor De
Bow, who had clad himself in his black suit,
and though a young man, wore a monstrous
pair of spectacles on his nose. Adieu jollity!
adieu laughter! the Doctor was without an
acquaintance on a strange shore, and he had
no other friend but his Solemnity to recom-
mend him. It was to no purpose that I en-
deavoured to provoke him to laughter by my
remarks; the Physician would not even relax
his risible muscles into a smile,

The Doctor was right. In a few days he
contrived to hire part of a house in Union-
street; obtained credit for a considerable
quantity of drugs; and only wanted a chariot
to equal the best Physician in Charleston.

The Doctor was in possession of a vol-
uble tongue; and I furnished him with a few
Latin phrases, which he dealt out to his
hearers with an air of profound learning. He
generally concluded his speeches with Nul-
lius addictus jurare in verba magistrit

Wishing for some daily pursuit, I adver-
tised in one of the papers for the place of
Tutor in a respectable family; not omitting
to observe that the advertiser was the trans-lator of Buonaparte's Campaign in Italy.
The editor of the Gazette assured me of an
hundred applications; and that early the next
morning I should not be without some. His
predictions were verified; for the following

day, on calling at the office, I found a note
left from a Planter who lived a mile fromthe town, desiring . me to visit him that
afternoon at his house. I went thither.
accordingly. Every thing indicated opulence
and ciase. Mr. H received me with the
insolence of prosperity. You are, said he,
the person who advertised for the place of
Tutor in a respectable family? I answered.with a bov.

Planter. What, Sir, are your qualifica-
tions?

Tutor. I am competently skilled, Sir, in
the Latin and French languages, not un-
acquainted with Greek, conversant with
Geography, and accustomed to composition
in my vernacular idiom.

Planter. But if you possess all that there
learning, how comes it you could not get
into some College, or School.

Tutor. Why, Sir, it is found even in
Colleges that dunces triumph, and men of
letters are disregarded by a general com-
bination in favour of dulness.

Planter. Can you drive well. Sir?
Tutor. Drive, Sir, did you say? I really-do not comprehend you.
Planter. I mean, Sir, can you keep your

scholars in order?
Tutor. Yes, Sir, if they are left entirely

to my direction.

John Davis, Travels of Four Years and a Half- in the United Stales of America; during 1798, 1799, 1800,1801; and-1802 (Bristol: R. Edwards, 1803); the extract is taken from the edition by A. J. Morrison (NewYork: Henry Holt and Co., Inc ,, 1909), pp. 51-58.
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Planter. Ah! that would not be. Mrs.
H, who is a woman of extensive learning,
(she lost a fine opportunity once of learning
French, and only a few years ago could
write the best hand of any lady in Charles-
ton,) Mrs. H would superintend your
management of the school.

Tutor. Mrs. , Sir, would do me
honour.

Planter. Mrs. R, Sir, is in the real
nse of the word, a woman of literature;

and her eldest daughter is a prodigy for her
age. She could tell at nine years old whether
a pudding was boiled enough; and, now,
though only eleven, can repeat Pope's Ode
on Solitude by heart. Ail! Pope was a pretty
poet; my wife is very fond of Pope. You have
read him, I make no doubt, Sir. What is your
opinion of his works?

Tutor. In his Rape of the Lock, Sir, he
exhibits most of the vis imaginandi that con-
stitutes the poet; his Essay on Criticism is
scarcely inferior to Horace's Epistle to the
Pisoes; his Satires--

Planter. But I am surprised, Sir, you
bestow no praise on his Ode on Solitude.
Mrs. H, who is quite a critic in those
matters, allows the Ode on Solitude to be his
best, his noblest, his sublimest production.

Tutor. Persuaded, Sir, of the critical
acuteness of Mrs. H, it is not safe to
depart from her in opinion;and if Mrs. H
affirms the.Ode on Solitude to be the sublim-
est of Mr. Pope's productions, it would be
rather painftil than pleasant to undeceive her
in opinion..

Planter. That is right, Sir, I like to see
young men modest. What spelling-book do
you use?

Tutor. What spelling-book, Sir? Indeed
reallyupon my word Sir,anyoh! Noah
Webster's, Sir.

Planter. Ah! ,a.ereo.-c you are a New
England man, by giving the preference to
Noah Webster.

Tutor. Sir, I beg your pardon; I am from
Old England.

Planter. Well, no matter for that,but
Mrs. H-2 who is an excellent speller,
never makes use of any other but Matthew
Carey's spelling-book. It is a valuable work,
the copyright is secured. But here comes
Mrs. H herself.

Mrs. H now entered, followed by a
negro girl, who held a peacock's feather in
her hand. Mrs. H received my bow with
a mutilated curtsy, and throwing herself on
a sopha, called peremptorily to Prudence to
man hear you repeat the Ode on Solitude.
Excuse me, Malam, cried I, taking up my
hat and bowing.
Do you hear the' child, Bawled Mr. H. I
pray you, sir, to excuse me, rejoined I.

Mrs. H. It will not take the child ten
minutes.

tIt has been my object in this scene to soften
the conditions of private tutors in America, by
putting up Mr. H in sigrium terroris et Memo-

( riae to Other purse-proud planters. I write not
from personal pique, but a desire to benefit soci-
ety. Happy shall I think myself should this page
hold the mirror up to the inflation of pride, and the
insolence of prosperity.

brush the flies from her face. There was a
striking contrast between the dress of the
lady and her maid; the 'one was tricked out
in all the finery of fashion; while the black
skin of the other peeped through her gar-
ments.
Well, my dear, said Mr. H, this young
man is the person who advertised for the
place of tutor in a respectable family. A
little conversation with him will enable you
hi judge, -whether he is qualified to instruct
our children in the.. branches of a liberal
education.

Mrs. H. Why independent of his liter-
ary attainments, it will be necessary for
him to produce certificates of his conduct. I
am not easily satisfied in my choice of a
tutor; a body should be very cautious -in
admitting a stranger to her family. This
gentleman is young, and young men are very
frequently addicted to tad habits. Some are
prone to late hours; some to hard drinking;
and some to Negur girls: the last propensity
I could never forgive.

Mr. H. Yes, my dear, you discharged
Mr. Spondee, our last tutor, for his intimacy
with the Negur girls:Prudence had a little
one by him. Prudence looked reproachfully
at her master; the child was in reality the
offspring of Mr. H, who fearing the in-
quiries of the world on the subject, fathered
it upon the last tutor. But they must have
been blind who could not discover that thechild was sprung from Mr. H; for it had
the same-vulgar forehead, the same vacant
eye, and the same idiot laugh.

Mr. H. Do, my dear, examine the young
man a little on literary matters. He seems
to .!--).ve read Pope.

Mrs.. H. What, Sir, is your opinion of Mr.
Pope 's Ode on Solitude?

Tutor. It is a tolerable production,
madam, for a child.

Mrs. H. A tolerable production for a
child! Mercy on us! It is the most sublinzest
of his productions.,But tastes differ. Have
you read the works of Dr. Johnson? Which
do you approve the most.

Tutor. Why, Madam, if you allude to his
poems, I should, in conformity with your
judgment, give a deckled preference to his
Epitaph on a Duck, written, if.I mistake not,
when he was four years old. It need scarcely
fear competition with Pop e 's Ode on Solitude.
At this moment the eldwit daughter of this
learned lady, of this unsexed female, tripped
into the room. on light fantastic toe. Come,
my daughter, said the lady, let this gentle-

Tutor. Ten minutes, Madam, are the sixth
part of an hour that will never return!

Mr. H. Politeness dictates it.
Tutor. Excuse me, I entreat you, Sir.
Mr. H. I cannot excuse you, I shall hire

you as tutor, and I have a right to expect
from you submission. I may perhaps give
you the sum of fifty pounds a year.
Don't mention it, Sir, said I. There again
you will have the goodness to excuse me.
Madam, your most obedient. Miss, your very
obsequious. Sir, your humble servant.1
My walk .back to Charleston was along the
shore of the Atlantic, whose, waves naturally
associated the idea of a home I despaired.
ever again to behold. . . .



Report of a Sub-Committee of the Scll.00l Committee...5ystem of Instruction inthe Grammar and Writing Schools of this City
Press of Nathan Hale...City Printer, 1C28

"The Sub-Committee of the School Copnittee, who were directed to considerthe subject of the High School fox' Girls, whether it Ghall be continued,whether girls can be permitted to remain through the year at the Grammar
schools, or their time of cihntinuanee advantageously extended, respectivelyReport:"

"That girls-voy reap the benefits of the system, your Sub-Committee prolOosethat they should be permitted to contirille through the whole year, and thatanother year should be added to tMse they now are allowed to remain inschools.".
.

Report': on early Boston grammar s chools; emphasis on structure and administra-tion, finance.

1. Report on early Boston grammar s chools.

2. The article is detailed, but less than informative.

3. Somewhat like an end of the year board of educatioh report.
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REPORT

The.Sub-Committee of the School Committee, who_were directed
to consider the subject of the High School for Girls, whetherit shall be continued, whether girls can be permitted to remain
through the year at the Grammar schools, or their time of
continuance advantageously extended, respectfully Report:

That the several subjects, committed to their consideration,
are highly important and critical; requiring, for their satis-
factory illustration, a survey of the entire system of our publicschools. Such a survey is necessarily a difficult and laborious
task, yet your Sub-Committee did not perceive how they could ful-
fill their duty to the city and School Committee, without under-taking it.

The High School for girls was of a nature to excite inter-
est and expectation. The omission to fill the vacancy, occa-
sioned by the resignation of the former master, at that school,
unavoidably occasioned disappOintment; particularly among parents,
who anticipated becoming partakers in its benefits. The actual
result of that school, considered as an "experiment,ft has not
been generally understood; nor the predicament, in which the
School Committee found itself, in relation to it, realized. It
seems proper therefore that no obscurity should be left upon the
subject; for this purpose a thorough examination of the records
of the School Committee has been made. Tha result of which, your
Sub-Committee now
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lay before the School Committee, as the foundation of the
opinions, they hereafter express.

In June 1825 a report of a Sub-Committee was unani-
mously accepted by the School Committee, recommending
the establishment of a school for the instruction of females
in the higher departments of science and literature, and
that an application should be made to the City Council for an
appropriation for that object. This was done accordingly,
and, on the 22d. of August ensuing, an appropriation of
$2000, was made, as requested.

At the time of passing the above appropriation in the City
Council, as well as of accepting the report by the School
Committee, although a very unanimous coinion was expressed
in favour of extending the present advantages, enjoyed by
females in our public schools, to as many and to as high
branches as possible, yet serious doubts were entertained,
whether the mode proposed was practicable, to the extent
and in the form contained, in the plan presented; and also
whether the tendency would not be essentially to injure the
other schools, and deprive them of the means of introducing into
them the monitorial system, by taking away annually the class
of females, out of which monitors must be selected.

As the plan was however very ardently pressed by several
members of the Committee, and was urged on the ground of
the success of the High School for boys, it was acceded to
with great unanimity. It being considered on all sides to be
an experiment, "if favourable, to be continued, if adverse, to
be dropped of course," and so declared in the original report.
If it succeeded, an object Vcry generally desired would be
effected. If it failed, the light and knowledge, resulting
from "the experiment" would, if wisely used, lead to measures,
which, though perhaps different in their nature, would effect
in some other form, the same general end of elevating and
enlarging the education of females in our public schools.

It is in this view and with these objects, the present Sub-
Committee have considered the several results of that
"experiment," which they are now about to state.

By referring to the oeiginal report, in which the scheme
for the High School for girls was first presented, and which
contained a development of the reasons and plan, on which that
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School was founded, your Committee perceive, that, in addi-
tion to those arguments of general expediency in favor of
female education, which are familiar to all, and find a
ready admission to every reflecting mind, the following
particular reasons are specially urged.

1. That "in the girl's department of our schools,
children of eleven and twelve years of age, are seen by the
side of girls of fourteen or fifteen years old, who have been
rather tolerated in the first class from courtesy to their
age, or from pity to their unsuccessful efforts, than entitled
to a plr.ce in it on the score of good scholarship." The manner
in whick: these "sprightly girls" are "held in check" by the
more dull and heavy, the report represents as "a serious evil,"
which the proposed school would obviate, by presenting to girls
of their class, a school for them, similar to the High School for
boys, as an object of ambition, and profitable employment of
three years of life, now inadequately occupied.

2d. That it would have a happy effect in qualifying fe-
males, to become instructors in our public schools; which
the report states are "not always to be found."

3d. That it would put to test the usefulness, of monitorial
or mutuaZ instruction, and the practicability of introducing
it Into our public schools.

Upon the article of expense, and by way of obviating ob-
jections on that score, the report supposes that one large
room would be sufficient, and that, at least for the first
year, no new one would be required.

With these general views, the first report was adopted by
the School Committee, and when it had received the sanction
of the City Council, a plan was also adopted by the School
Committee on the 26th October, 1825, of which the following
are the chief features.

1. That children should be admitted to it who are
eleven and not more than fifteen.

2. That the course of studies should occupy three years.
3. That th' s,udies required should embi.ace Reading--

Spelling,--writing words or sentences from dictation--
English GrammarCompositionAncient and Modern Geography--
Intelledtual and wr:.ten Arithmetic--Rhetoric--History of
the United States--Book-Keeping--Elements of Geometry--
Natural Philosophy--General History--History
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of England--Natural Theology--Astronomy--Treatise on
GlobesChemistryHistory of Greece--History of Rome
--Moral Philosophy--Evidences of Christianity. The studies
permitted should be,--LogicDemonstrative Geometry--
Algebra--Latin--French--Botany--Principles of perspection--
Projection of Maps.

The examination for admission into the High School for
girls, instituted on these views, and embracing the above gene-
ral plan, was appointed to be made on the 22d. of February,
1826. The largest and most commodious room, owned by
the city having been assigned for the school, and fitted, at
a very considerable expense, to the satisfaction of the
School Committee, under the general direction of the master.

Previous to the time appointed for the first examination,
as above stated, it began to be apparent, that the effect and
consequences of establishing a School of such extent and
splendid promise for the education of females, to be paid for
from the general funds of the city, had not been exactly esti-
mated. A special meeting of the School Committee was there-
fore called on the 21st. of February, at which the School
Committee were informed that from the number of candidates,
which would probably offer, the anticipation that one room
would be sufficient to accommodate all who might be entitled
to enter it, could not be realized; it having been ascertained
that nearly three hundred candidates would offer, while the
room would not accommodate well more than one hundred and
twenty.

In this dilemma, the School Committee adopted the only
course, which the circumstances, in which they were placed
admitted. They determined to keep the number to be ad-
mitted, under their own control and passed e vote, That the
Sub-Committee of the High School for girls should be in-
structed to examine all the candidates, and to report to the
School Committee, "the names, ages, and standing of all whom
they shall find duly quaZified for admission, agreeably to
the regulations heretofore adopted, that THIS COMMITTEE
MAY DETERMINE WHAT CLASSES OF THEM SHALL BE ADMITTED."

The examination was accordingly conducted under the
influence of that vote. Two hundred and eighty-six candi-
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dates presented themselves for examination. The Sub-Com-
mii:tee, from motives of great prudence and propriety, in
making their report as directed, to the'School Committee, on
the 28thaof February, did not report the names of the can-
dIdates, nor yet any specification of "those they found duZy
qualified," but only their ages a:id, a table of the marks from
1 to 20, put opposite each candidate, under each head of ex-
amination, with the general result. The Sub-Committee con-
clude, "In view of the whole case, after a careful considera-
tion, they beg leave to recommend the adoption of the
following, as the principles which shall determine the admis-
sion from the applicants, of the scholars for whom accomo-
dations have been provided, via. That aZZ between eleven
and twelve years of age be stricken from the list of applicants,
and that of the remainder, aZZ who have received the numbers
of 13 1-2 and upwards shall be admitted as members of the
school for the present year."

This report of the Sub-Committee was accordingly adopted
by the School Cummittee, and thm admission of candidates,
for that year, regulated by the principle recommended in it,
and in consequence, of the 286 candidates, about 130 were
adniitted, and 150 rejected.

On this state of facts your Committee observe, that the re-
sult proved that the anticipations of the School Committee in
the Report, on which the City Council had authorised the
establishing this school, had completely failed, in this respect,
that so far from one school-room being sufficient for those
entitled to admission the first year, probably two rooms of
the same size with that prepared, would have been insuffi-
cient for that purpose, had the principles of admission been
regulated by other considerations than those of "the accom-
odations provided." The project of the School Committee had
also failed in another respect, all who were above eleven
and not more than fifteen, who were, candidates and qualified,
were not admitted. An arbitrary principle, unavoidable in
the case, was adopted, whereby many were excluded, who were
ent;tled to admission. This fact occasioned great and just
discontent among the parents, whose children were excluded,
and was a source of bitter complaint to members of the
School Committee.

On the same day, the 28th of February, under the impres-
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sion, resulting from the facts, this first stage of the "experi-
ment" exhiPited, the School Committee voted, "That no scholar
shall be admitted into the High School for Girls, who is nottwelv& years of age."

This vote presents a third case of disappointment in the
anticipations of the School Committee, on whicn this sch,Jolwas founded. The girls of eleven years of age, which were
one of the prominent objects of its institution were excluded,
and the time and opportunity for admission, of course propor-tionally limited.

The circumstances above detailed, and others of similar
character, your Committee,are informed, occasioned an in-
creased doubt and anxiety in the minds of many members of
the City Government, as well as of the School Committee,
in respect of the practicability of this School, to the extent
proposed, being adopted as a component part of our School
System. It was obvious that it had been predicated upon an
extent of years and of instruction, which it was not practica-
ble to maintain, without an expenditure, much beyond any
anticipated amount. A very general opinion, therefore, was
expressed, both in the School Committee and by members of
the City Council, that it should be considered, as the
original Report purported, in the light of an "experiment,"
and to take such measures, after the first year, as circum-
stances should indicate the interests of the city, and the
duty of those charged with superintending them, required.

In the course of the first year, while the conduct of the
School was very satisfactory both to the parents of the chil-
dren and to the School Committee, and while it effectually
proved the advantage of the system of monitorial and mutual
instruction, yet the facts, which occurred tended still farther
to increase doubt on the practicability of making a school of
this nature and character a component part of our general
School System.

In the beginning of August, 1826, the Sub-Committee of
the High Suhool for girls, made a communication to the
School Committee, setting forth their views of the necessity
of further provision for the support, enlargement, and of fur-
ther accommodation of that school, and after stating the
success of that school, they submitted by way of information
the following facts, "that the pre^ent number of the school
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was one hundred and thirty,--that very few if any would be
excluded the ensuing year,--that according to the best calcu-
lations that couZd be made, the candidates for admission, at
the,then next ensuing examination would be to the number of
four hundred and twenty-seven, making a gross amount to be
provided for, in case all the candidates applying should be
admitted, and all the then members of the schooZ retained, of
five hundred and fifty-seven. Of this number, however, the
communication of the Sub-Committee supposed that only two
hundred would be qualified for admission.

On the 15th of August, this communication was committed
to a Sub-Committee of the School Committee, who on the
3d of Ottober ensuing, after re-stating the preceding facts,
reported that in their opinion, "the supposition that only two
hundred would be qualified out of the more than four hun-
dred which was expected to offer, was not to be anticipated;
that if it was the intention to carry the High School for girls
into full operation, according to its original scheme, it was
the duty of the School Committee to adopt such measures, as
should preclude the examining officers from all temptation to
regulate their admissions, by considerations relative to the
capacity of the, achool-room, rather than by the real qualifica-
tions of the candidates; that it was not to be concealed, such
suggestions had been made concerning the last examination, in
relation to the rejected candidates, that should two hundred
candidates out of four hundred be in fact rejected, great and
general discontent would be the consequence, among parents, chil-
dren, the masters who offered them, and the public; the result
therefore of thetopinion of that Sub-Committee, was, that if
the school was to be continued upon the basis of the original
scheme, measures ought to be taken commensurate to the
anticipated necessity.

As, however, the school was always considered but as an
II experiment," the result of which depended not only upon its
particular success in educating the pupils admitted to it, but
also upon its relative effects upon the other shhools, as well
as upon the system of public school education in general, they
therefore recommended that measures should be taken to as-
certain how the establishment of this school affected the fe-
males in the other schools--whether it stimulated or diminish-
ed their zeal--whether reduced the power of the masters

2
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to introduce the monitorial system, by depriving them of theirbest scholars--whether it impoverished them by taking away thescholars who were their greatest pride and honor; as such sug-gestions had been made, they recommended a postponement of anydecision until inquiries were instituted; this Report was acceptedand recommitted to the same Sub-Committee, with instructions tomake those inquiries.

Under this authority, a letter was address to the severalMasters of the several grammar schools, making the inquiriesdirectedthe result of which was, that of the fourteen grammarand writing Masters,_
On the question whether the High School increased ordiminished the zeal of the scholars--eight thought it increasedtheir zeallfour that it had no effect whatever--two that itwas positively injurious.
On the questions whether the common schools were not im-poverished, and the ability of the Masters to introduce monitorialinstruction by it diminished--eleven were decidedly of opinionthat it had those effects--two admitted them, but thought theywere balanced 1.-ly the increased zeal--one perceived and apprehendedno injury from this source.
0A2 the question whether the character and prospects of thecommon schools were not injuriously affected by being reduced toa secondary ,T.--seven Masters deem it had been beneficial, byraising the standard of education, notwithstanding it had sunkthe grade of the common Fchcols--seven deemed that, on thisaccount, it had been injurious. It may be observed that it ap-pears by the answers to these inquiries that those Masters whowere most favorable to the High School, declared it as theiropinion that the qualifications for admission should be raised,in order to diminish the school.
On the 17th Nov. 1826, the above Sub-Committee reported theabove result to the School Committee, and further, that the numberin the different public schools, who intended to offer, was ninety;that upon the supposition that only the same proportion offeredfrom the private schools, as did the last year, viz, an equalnumber, then the new candidates would be one hundred and eighty,which with one hundred and thirty now in the school, all of whomwere expected to continue, would leave the number to be providedfor the next year, upwards of three hundred, that this was theleast possible number, for which the city must provide, if theschool was to be continued on its first principles, since therewere data which gave reasonable ground to expect a still graternumber. From the preceding facts the Sub-Committee concludedthat one or other of the following courses must be adopted,either the High School for girls must be wholly abandoned, ortwo High Schools must be provided for the present year, with theprospective certainty of increasing the number of this speciesof school each succeeding one or two years, as the city increases;or new principles must be adopted, in relation to admission; soas to diminish the number of candidates and to retain the femaleslonger in the grammar and writing schools. The last course theSub-Committee recommended, and resolutions were accordnglyadopted, providing,
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whole possible circle of female instruction, open to all, and
giving all time to take advantage of it, it is reduced to a mere
one year's instruction, dependent for its attainment on being
thoroughly versed in all the branches now taught in the schools.

As this experiment was conducted for the most part un-
der the same auspices, which first adopted it, and as when
adopted, it was with entire unanimity, and with a general wish

to enlarge to any practicable extent the sphere of useful fe-
male education, it cannot be questioned that the experiment
was conducted with perfect fairness of disposition for its suc-
cess, and that the changes which took place, in every step of
its progress, and which eventuated in the entire change e: its
characteristic features, were the result of a conviction, forced
upon the minds of faithful and intelligent public agents, that

a school embracing that extent of time and those multiplied
objects of education, could not be introduced, and if intro-
duced, would not be long maintained, as a part of the system
of public education, to be defrayed out of the general funds
of the city.

Notwithstanding the last vote of the School Committee,
thus fundamentally affecting the original plan of the High
Schooi for girls, your Sub-Committee have deemed it
to consider the subject in both forms, in which it p its

itself; to the end, that there may b'e no obscurity or hi;stake
relative to their views of the puhlic inte?.rest on this question.

1. Shall the High School for girls be reestablished upon
the basis of embracing the,extent of time and multiplied ob-
jects of education, which th e original plan of that school
contemplated?

2. Shall it be continued on the restricted basis, as it re-
spects time and objects, 'to which it was reduced by the vote
of the School Committee of the 17th of Nov. 1826.

In relation to the first question, your Sub-Committee, in
addition to the very decisive facts, and opinions of former
School Committees as above stated, observe that there are
considerations of a general nature very obvious, and to which,
on this occasion, it :4s proper to recur, in order that, on a
subject of so much interest, no view should be omitted, which
has a tendency to create union of sentiment.
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The great argument for a High School for girls, of the
extent of time and objects of education as first proposed, was,
that the same had been done for the boys, and that it was
reasonable that one sex should have the same advantages uS
the other.

It was not, however, sufficiently considered, if it was at
all foreseen, that the difference of the circumstances of girls
and boys, at the period of life between eleven and sixteen would
make a material di7ference, in respect to the practicability of
a school on such a basis, considered as a part of a public
system of education to be provided for out of the general
funds of the city.

Between the ages of eleven and sixteen, oirls are not, like
boys, for the most part ab:.tracted from general objects, by the
necessity of attending to objects having reference to some
particular trade or profession. A school,therefore, requiring
for admission, qualifications, of no very high character, and
sr as parents by a little forcing of the education of their
daughters, in private schools, or by domestic instruction,
might generally command, and which was in fact of the nature
of a college for all girls between eleven and sixteen, was of
a nature very attractive, and as it was to be confined of
course to the best scholars from our public schools, it partook
of the character of selection and exclusion, thereby obviating
the objection which prevents some parents from availing them-
selves of our common schools.

The effect of this state of things was evident in the
number of the candidates, at the first examination; beinf2 as
above stated two hundred and eighty-six; anc: also in the reasona-
ble anticipation made of the number of candidates, which were
prepared to offer had the same state of qualification con-
tinued, in the second examination,--from three to four hundred,
--and in the fact that of all the scholars, who entered the
High School, it is understood that not one, during the
eighteen months of its operation voluntarily quitted it; that
is, who from circumstances could have enjoyed its advantages.

The difference between the practicability of such a school
as applied to females, and considered as part of a system of
public education to be paid for out of the general funds of
the city, and as applied to :-,oys, cannot be more strikingly
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illustrated by a comparison of that result, with the following
facts.

The High Szhool for boys has been in operation ever since
1821, and in every respect has been successful and popular, yet
the greatest number of applicants for admission, which ever
offered was ninety. The greatest number ever admitted was
eighty-four. And although it has been so many years in success-
ful operation, its present namber is only one hundred and forty-
six.

In relation to the coAtinuance of those admitted into the
High School for boys the contrast is still lalore striking. The
number of those annually admitted into it is constantly and
rapidly diminishing, every successive year, as the parents of
the scholars are able to find places to put them out as apprentices;
or in counting houses. So that the fact is that "the greatest
number of these who have continued through their whole course
is seventeen;--and they belonged to a class, consisting originally
of about seventy members."

Now from the facts which have occurred and from the known
circumstances of females, between the ages of eleven and sixteen,
there is no reason for believing that any one, once admitted to
the school, would voluntarily quit it for the wf,ole t'iree years;
unless, indeed in case of marriage.

Another fact, not to be omitted in the estimate of the ef-
fect of this High School for girls, consdered as a practicable
public system is, that the greater number of those admitted to
that school was from private schools; that is out of one hundred
and twenty-one, sixty-two were from private, and fifty-nine from
the public schods. It was understood that the proportion of the
number about to offer for the second examination, had the origi-
nal principles of admission continued, would have been far greater
from the private schools.

In this connexion it may be proper to state, in order to
indicate the degree of preparation and expense to when the estab-
lishment of such a collegiate course of studie.3, under the name
of a High School, would necessarily lead, that the whole number
of girls, in our present Grammar and High Schools between eleven
and fifteen years of age, is about seven hundred, that the number
of girls, between the same ages, receiving their education within
the city, in private schools and families, must be unquestionably
far greater. Supposing only that the number of this class be
equal, then it is apparent that there will be a great total of
nearly fourteen hu.idred girls in every year to whom the benefits
of this collegiate course, at the expense of the city, would be
proffered, ur?on the single condition of becoming fit to enter
this schoo within that period of age. It cannot be questioned
that the proffer nr so unexampled a privilege would awaken the
strong desire of every parent, and female of the admitted age,
in the c5ty, to become partakers of it. And this desire would
be proportionately strong and active in parents, who had been in
the previous habit of educating their children in private schools,
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orterea was ninety. The greatest number ever admitted was
eighty-four. And although it has been so many years in success-
ful operation, its present number is only one hundred and forty-
six.

In relation to the continuance of those admitted into the
High School for boys the contrast is still more striking. The
number of those annually admitted into it is constantly and
rapidly diminishirv-, every successive year, as the parents of
the scholars are able to find places to put them out as apprentices,
or in counting houses. So that the fact is that l'the greatest
number of these who have c.intinued through their whole course
is seventeen;--and they belonged to a class, consisting originally
of about seventy members"

Now from the facts which have occurred and from the known
circumstances of females, between the ages of elevrn and sixteen,
there is no reason for believing that any one, once admitted to
the school, would voluntarily quit it for the whole three years;
unless, Indeed in case of marriage.

Another fact, not to be omitted in the estimate of the ef-
fect of this High School for girls, considered as a practicable
public system is, that the greater number of those admitted to
that school was from private schools; that is out of ,Ine 1-undred
and twenty-one, sixty-two were from private, and fif-,-nine frail
the public schods. It wa.: understood that the proportion of the
number about to offer fo:- the second examination, had the origi-
nal principles of admission continued, would have been far greater
from the private schools.

In this connexion it may be proper to state, in order to
indicate the degree of preparation and expense to which the estab-
lishment of such a collegiate course of studies, under the name
of a High School, would necessarily lead, that the whole number
of girls, in our present Grammar and High Schools between eleven
and fifteen years of age, is about seven hundred, that the number
of girls, between the same ages, receiving their education within
the city, in private schools and families, must be unquestionably
far greater. Supposillg only that the number of this class be
equal, then it is apparent that there will be a great total of
nearly fourteen hundred girls in every year to whom the benefits
of this collegiate course, at the expense of the city, would, be
proffered, upon the single condition of becoming fit to enter
this school within that period of age. It cannot be questioned
that the proffer of so unexampled a privilege would awaken the
strr,ng desire of every parent, and female of the admitted age,
in the city, to become partakers of it. And this desire would
be proportionately strong and active in parents, who.had been in
the previous habit of educating their children in private schools,
because they would feel most strongly relief from the expense
to which they had hitherto subjected themselves;'and would per-
ceive that having the pecuniary ability to force the education of
their children in private schools, or by domp:stic tuition, they'
would most certainly be able to avail themseiveS 'of this ad-
vantage. Accordingly it was found that the_eXcitement and stimulus
were much greater among children of this class than among any
other. There was reason to expect far greater numbers from the
private schools than from the public. The estimate above stated
made by the Sub-Committee for the High School for girls of four
hundred was probably not extravagant, and if it had fallen short
the then current year, :Lt would without question have been equal-
led the next. It beincr next to a certainty that when so desirable
and uncommon a privilege was proffered, .at least one third of all
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within the admitted age would qualify themselves to take advantage
of it. As for the reasons before stated, it is believed that not
one girl once admitted would voluntarily quj_t the school, during
the whole three years,--except in case of marriage,--it followed
that provision must be made for, from eight to twelve hundred
scholars, in the first three years; at an expense of two High
School-houses with suitable preparations, which would cost not
less than fifty thousand dollars; and upon the supposition of the
same ratio of masters and ushers to scholars (one to one hundred)
and only the same rate of salr:.ries as in our present Grammar
schools, causing an additional expense of ten thousand eight
hundred dollars annually; with a certainty that the number and
expense must annually increase. These facts and considerations
were irresistible and conclusive to show that
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a High School education was a very different thing in its results,
as it respects our general school system, when applied to girls,
than whcn applied to boys; and, that, aside from all considerations
of ith, particular effects upon our Grammar and Writing Schools,
some of which were unquestionably injurious, and without taking
notice of thecbjection that it might not be within the general
policy of the laws of th.; Commonwealth relative to public educa-
tion, it could not be maintained and ought not to be continued
as a part of our public system, on the basis of time and qualifi-
cation, or which it was first projected, The opinion became
general, if nct universal, that some change in its principles must
be adopted, if it were continued. Two schemes only were suggested
by those, who would continue the course three years. 1. That
the.High School should be confined to those educated in the common
schools. This of course would not be sustained for one moment.
For in additioa to the common right, which would be inherent in
all parents, the tendency would be to bring back to our common
sc;lools a class of children, from the education of whom they were
now relieved by the predilections, or pecuniary abilit-, of parents.

2. That the qualifications should be raised while the
course of three years should be continued. Th±s last was the
favorite remedy with those most desirous for the continuance of
the institution on this principle of time.

A single objection seems, however, conclusive on this point.
In proportion as the qualificatns for admission are raised,
the school becomes exclusive. Thoi_gh nominally open to all,
will in fact be open only to the few, and shut to the many.
Now if the objects to be acquired in a school of this kind are
important to the whole community, nothing can be more obvious

. than that the advantages of a school, provided for out of tile
funds of the whole cowmunity, should be received by the le
community.

If it be asked does not the same objection spply to the
Latin School and the High School for boys, the answer is obvious.
The ciestination of boys, in future life, has reference to pro-
fessions and pursuits, (inc3uding sevvices to the community in
public stations,) infinitely various compared with the destination
of girls. The essential reason for supporting, at the public
expense, these last mentioned schools, is that they enable every
individual .1_n the community, however poor, to have his son
educated for the pArticular profession, or pursuit in life, for
which his talent.destines him.

If, however, theseEchools, instead of educating each about
one hundred and fifty boys annually, should show themselves to
be of a nature to attract within their sphere all those, at
present educated at private schools,--if it should appear that
the number must rise, in the course of three or four years, to
at least eight or twelve hundred annually,--or if, of all that
entered, none during the whole course would be likely to quit,
and the effect upon the common schools was positively injurious,
it would become a serious question, whether schools of that
character could be supported out of the general funds of the
city; and would lead either to thei- modification or abandonment.



$

U)

-P t 0 -P 0 I 0I Ul 0) 0 0 0 0 I 0 4)
;-4 01 ,r-I 0 4) ;.I 0 4.) M .1-1 >1 I EN

.17;14 ct 0 -r101 c4-1 E M n 0 0 ;- 4-1 0 4) 0 4) g-i ;4 4) I U) ,- 4) U)a) 4) o 4) .1-1 0 ',... ct3 0 r1 .1-1 0 0 I 01 0 0 0 0 -I) 0 4) ., 0 0.) .1-1 k 1-1
r-1
O -d 5 -Hi0 01-1 u)tticto0 o Q. Q) o ., ;4 u) 0 tl) 1-100ZUP. tI-i 0 4) ct 4) 0 5m4t;4 04 0000t 000061)4 0-Pak 4 0 f04 t ., 0 0 4 r-1 0 Si .rl .71 .1-1 0 4 4 4 9-1 .rl 0 0 0 .ri .r1 4 I) 4 0 > 00 -P 0 4 4 04 -P H N ct1 (n -p -p ., -P ;- - P 41 0 X ., t b.19 -I.) -H 0 o t-H0riosau) 40004°4 g mult-1 k7i-ri 4 -PO kU),0000 00 u) r,00-pt 0 4 u) a) XO 4) 0 rl 4)8;404) 4.)(flcIl .1-1 .1-1 01 0 0 4-1 3 o -P 0 0 H 0 4-1 4 ;4 H r-) 4 0 4) 0 k ;'l 119 5 0.r1 0 "d 0 0 0 0 ., 0 0 4 c0 0 .1-1 4 o o u., -p .1-1 t 044 (1).1-1 01-1 ct1 ctIr-I 00-P 4-1 00-PH 00 4 .r1 4r-I 0 0 4 0 Si 1--1 0 0 4 S- a k 0 3 0 4) Si 0 a ,X 0 0 -P .ri 0 0 t-I 0 0 0 0 0 0 4? 9-1 0 4 0 -P r-1 44 .ri e, bp -I.) 4) (1)

4 UM .i-i0 r10000.PH 9-1 -P -P 4 0 0 a) 0 g u) 0 u) u) a k c.1-I 009-101 00 .1-1 C's0 ;. 0 .1-1 0 4 9-1 H 4) 4) 0 0 0 U) 0 0 -P k ;-. C.) 4 ,0 ..) .rl 0 a 0 al cl-lkkOM c0HoCi0 =01-1.1-.1f a l 0) 0 0 RI 1:i 3r-i,-0M0 0;-10.0.H;i0 H 0 0 E -P -P ,0 .1-1 b.D 0 4 cZ ;4 0 H H '0 U E 4) 0 i-1 .1-1 4) 0O
41 4 .1.1 k CD 0 0 0 .1-1 0 01 0 -P 4 0 k 0, 3 0 0 k 04-P 0 00u)00 0o0,4 4) 0 000u)H S-I 4) 0 4 4) 44 4 HO a) a 4)5 ; 4 tal M ;- C.) 0 0 -P .r1 4.) "0 0 I-I 0 0 C.) 0 450 4u)40-PO4p-H-p0cacat4- 0 0 t 0oo o os 0 a) -p 0 4 .1-1 -P H H 0H 0H ....I .H 0 (41 0 0 44 0 0 C.) -P c0 -P P4-) fal 'H 0 0 U t 0) M 0 9-1 0 4) 4-1 0) 4-1 t 01 c4-1 0 .1-1 4) 01 0 01 3 I-I 0 .r1 r-I -P 0 0 -P H 4-1 (.1) 00 cIA 0 k 0 t i - 1 0 ;4 (r.. 9-( 4 rr) -H k 0 4 a) 0 0, 4 3 ., 4 (I) C) 0 01 0 ;- .1-1 4 H .r1 -P 0 0) c4-1 'Cl H 4-1 H-P 0 0 U) Ti 0 0 c0 0 ;-. H 4 -P 0 (I) r-1 P t o a4) ;- 4) bl 4) 0 4 4 0 0 M 0 (l 4) .H 0 ,.0 0 0 .. H M 0 r-I.H 0 0 ri 0 0 0 0 0 ,0 9-1 cd c0 EH H U) H 0 TH 0 0 .1-1 H. '000100 1:10/0(1/ 0,00U);-icil 4 ., b.D t 0 .r-I .r14-) 0 u) 4 5 a) -H 3 4) .r1 Si Si 0,r1 040000. 4) 5-3- M 0 0 H 4 4) a 0 ;4 0 I.r1 E.- 0 CI) ;. 0 c0 bl 0 0 0 ga0M00.HQ U 0 4.) 'P +) "0 0 -P C) ! "0 ;- 0 .r1 0 cn,r-I -P M bt 4 4 (0 4) 4 0 0 00(-i OtH 4 ) a) ., 4 os s., ., ;., (44 I-1 4 ri ;. ., r-I M a) 0 44 L.) co u) co ,0 0 -P0 .0 as 0 0 -P o u) 0 .ri 004t 0005 "d 0 Elf) 0 Si n co u) 040M;-10 0004 4k 0 c0 4 Eli) .1-1 I 0.) r-1 OMM,--1 .1-1

Si Elf) 4 01 M 4 0 -1-1 Si "d a) a) u) o 0 u) 0 ;4 4 k - a) 5 a -H o o u). (44 -P 1-1 0 3 4)-H a a) 0 0 0 u o a 0 ., "d 4 -H H 3 a) 0 o 0 4) N 4) u 5 o a) 0 4-)4 0 ,a) a) u 0 u) 3 H 0 o -p ;4 o 0 4 4 444-1-1 u 0 ,0,0 Mir./;-1(4-101 u) 4 4 E (1) 000 H -P 4 0-P 4 -r.) 3 ;-I 0 0 o a) ;4 H Si 0 44 4 ., -P ., 0) r1 (I) (I) 0 0) .r1 I 0 0 H -Pr - l t - P 0 0 E - 1 0-P4 . , - P 4 0 0 4 ) . H 4 - 1 b. D 3 0 0 H t 5 ;4 H ;4 u ) H ;4 -H .p ., a) ., ;., ;., o 4 ca -p 4 g U) .r1 -P
RI 0 0 5 o 0 cb o4) -p 40moa)u)0a) .1-100H 00 00;4 00 CO Mk 4wa.)0;. cl.,44 .1-10.1-1 5 4 00 0.-,k 1.0ocagno Ot-p40 ftu) oa) 30044 0 0 u)q40u)oo0u) 0H-PHU/c00 4000040-P0 00-P 4 "Ci,x-tit.' 0 0 M 0 0 121) .0 a 0) U t 0 0 0 4 t ., 4 0 "44 1-1 44400 HH 0 Si 000 4 k3 > Ot 0'(/) 4,
g t ;1 t 0 0 0 .H 0 0 rn t-i 4-HEH0a)ko4 01-10t9;4 0344 ca 0 0 0 t C.) (I) .1--I -P 4) 0 ., a a) H a) t a) u ao a) 4) 0 4 .1-1 Si "d Si 0 0 0 4.) al 4) 4 Si -P M M 4 0 -P 0 c0 0 11) 0 0 ., 0 .H 4 0 0 4) 05 0 5 cz 0 4.) c4-1 "d H cIA .r1 0 ,0 ( -H al 4) -r1 -I-, % . X 0 0 -1-1 o '0 ;., 0 4-P 0 0 .r1 0 4 ;4 M0400;i0OMOOM0 0 r400 0 (1)
5 .ri CD 4) 40 OH 00 -P.H OUMO . 00ct 0, 4 4-1 t 0 t 04 a r-i 0 4.) M 'd H 0 0oos-pm-p .H00000 ,C)-P '0505 9-1000"0 k -PC) 0k010 ,N HOZ.H 000 0."0 0.H4) 00.H00 4 t 04(-) -P W r-t -P 0 0 0 0 0 0 al t-I '1-1 '4-4 -I.)

E 0 H u 0 a) a) H .1-1 01 a 0 -1-1 0 ri C.) 0 Si 0 -P 01 4 (fl -P -P ,0 3 0 4-) 0 0 I-1 0, ch ,--1 co ;., co
0.1-1 Mg-1H 0.r1 0 0 k Si 9-1 .1-1 0 1/1 04 MI-1 0 k 0 4 g -P .1-1 9-1 H M S) k -P 0 C.) M Si .0 r-1 0 'Id 0 4) 001 01-1 0.)UMO Mb.DN'''.r1r-1 4.)g00u00 011) 0 00,Jr-100 r-15000 ta 04) 5 00)u) 0 u) 0H-1 0-Hto4u)001-104 00 0.HM 0000000,-RO.H.ri 400001-1004;44 44 osa).H ( ;. 0 0 'd ;-+ 0 0 rI 1.4 I-I -P t 0 C.) 0 0 bl a 0 Z k .1-1 -H a) .H .1-1 co1-4 0) T-I % 0) ;-I (.) I-1 4 "d 4 04 01 M -H X 0 r-1 co o t 0MCI-14)0 -1.)-Poi).a-P 0 -P ;-4 0 0 () 0) -P 4 a) -PO 4 4 0 0 0 4) 0 U 0S-144)4)0004)04P0 0 4 -P 0 0 0 ;-4 m 4 -P -P 0 bt 0m-d0 q-1.0(04)(4-1 004) -1-10 4) 9-1 3 "d 0 0 0) (1) Cr RI 4.) 0 ,4 0) ,.0 0 Ti 4 .1-1 .r1 0 .1) 0 cti a) -p tl-i 01 -P M -P 0 0 M 01 0 0 0 4.) 0 0 4.) Z 1-1 8VI 4) 0.0-1 0 r-I .0 0 4) 4-1 4 0 .1-1 0 0 -P 1/1 0 M 3 01 0 0 -P '44 0 M M 04 'Ci .r1 01 .r1 -r/ 0 0 0 120 8 0 "0 -1-i 84) 0 M c4-I -P 0 4) 0 3 o r-) 00-P t-1 ,4 0M4....M00) n 4-1 0 ;4 ;4 ;.f 04 01 4 r-1 01 0 M P 0 0 -P 4.) 4 0Ili 0 F.4 4 -H p o a) 4 4 (I) 5 00.00 (n t gi ,0H 4 0 4) ;4 -P ti',--1 0u-p ,::1-1 04(nk-Pok0oca o (1)(1)404 0000 (.41'00.r1044 Ori.0-PM4 0.00 o A 'n -p 3

-P 4 0 0 t 0 4) "d 0 "d t M 0 0 H 0 0 .H 10004000 4)0>00-4)M4) 4) 5 I-1 t-i a) 0 4.) 4 0 a 04 c) 4 4a) H 4 0 -H o o .r1 .r1 ct! 4) 0 -r-I 0 0 0 4 a) a) -r1 o ,.0 (I) 0 r-1 0) ct Si 01 0 4 0) 0 0 0 0 4 4 .H a (I)(4-1 3 4 4 4 -P % H 't$ RI 4 a -P r-.1 0 4 4) 0 0 4 0 4 H 4) "Ci .1-1 E-1 0 .1-1 Si 0 3 0 0 a 0 0 0 4) -I) 0 0 .1-1 H 0 0 Kfl
4) 0 0 44 ., 3 0 El 1-1 M C.) 0 4 -P 0 0 t03 .H U -id -id 4 0cz04p 4 0 4) 0 '0 4) 0 -H0t44003O g-Ht u) t-p El ;'l -P 0 -P H 01 0 4) -P 0 0 Lti ctl 4) H cI-1 400'0;411)0g-14 gi 0 -p-14 -p 0 a) ., -0000 44 ,r-1 .H Si 0 44 4 4) 4) k .r1 4 .1-I 4) 01 U) ;- 0 0 0 0 . ;- "Cj 0 -P ctl 4) (k .1-1 4 u) 0o -P ;- ..% -P 0) 4 ctl 0 .1-1 0 0 -P U) 0' 0 -P 0 al 4-I 4) 0 -P 01 01 (11 0 "0 .ri N t ,0 4) N t 0 0 '0 d H 0 0 IS -p H N 0-H cli ,Halu)tlgu) gi u)1-1 -P u) 0,4 0 014 0.Hci-IKnu) 0 H a) t a) 4 44 0 0 -P E (I) rt;) 0 H -P 0 0 0.) 0 0 0 H -"I P (11 k,, a 0 0 o o -H H 0 co H a) (NI a) -H 0 -rc o c) .1-1 44 -P -P ''' H 0 0 I) Si co -r1 4) H 0 0 0 00 a) 4 0 0 'ID 5 -1-1 0 -I) P -1-1 4)
0 n 0 4 Z 0 -r1 04 0 c-4 U) ;-I .H ;- (I) .H Si M 5 0 10 H .r1 .1-1 0 cq 4 ,0 q4 0 0 0 ;- 4) 0 ct ., 0 -P 10 4) 0 0 bi) C) e,
O "1 RS .H 0 03 4.) 0 0 ;- o a H 0'E Ht u) H EID 0 .r1 0 0

0) VD-i 8 .4) o 0 4 ;4 H 4 3 0 a) a) H 3 a 0 0 0 M r ' a) 3 ;., k U ta, 4 04) 0) (I) 42 ci, t .,-, 0 0 a) -P rti cis 4) 0 t b.19 -p a) ;4 7-7 cqp .H01c00)0k,0001-100 OnS,0 04-H0540o 0400q-IX0t4 00;44-P00-P4 .1-I 0"000X,0 0,0000 CIA -P H -P 3 Z -H -P (.1-1 C) E-1 (-1-1 04 0 0 .H 0 0 ,o 0, -p cis 0 01 H 0 C.) 4) 0 cis d cv 4) (4-1 0 I-I



466 -b

equally easy and satisfactory. A basis, adopted for the purpose

for the purpose of escaping from an unanticipated exigency,

containing no proportion between time allotted, and objects of

education proposed, can be justified by no sound principle of

wisdom. rle effect of such a system, would be to make a new

High School every year to be organized, disciolined, and in

structed, so far as respects the children, by a new master.

It is scarcely possible that such a school would produce any

important effects, or would justify the expenditure it would

require. To say nothing of its being necessarily of an ex-

clusive character, and its benefits confined, in effect, to

a very few.
It is obviously far preferable i.c1 arrange all our Grainmar

and Writing Schools so that the standard of education in them
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may be elevated and-enlarged; thereby making them all, as
it respects females, in fact High Schools, in which each child
may advance according to its attainments.te the same branches
recently taught in that school.

Your Sub-Committee have therefore come to the conclu-
sion, that the circumstances, in which the city is placed, by
the result of "the experiment" of the High School for girls,
render it their duty to enter upon the consideration of ex-
tend.;ng the advantages, now enjoyed in our public schools,
el.ln a general and systematic plan, having reference to the
,e4igeeeies of the whole community, predicated upon no prin-
e'p's of favoritism or exclusion, but adapted to elevate the
cowlitior, oth moral and intellectual of the children of
the cchole cc.emunity; particularly of those classes who, from
their pecuniery condition are least able to provide for the
education of their own children.

In conneCeion with this subject and as indispensable to it,
your Sub-Committee have deemed it their duty to take a sur-
vey of the whole school eystem of our city, to consider the
respective schools in their relations to one another-,the
system of instruction adopted in them--the means of imprOving
that system, and, as a consequence of such ioorovement, the
practicability of increasing the power of the masters to
educate greater numbers, and at the same time, diminishing
the expenses of public education.

Your Sub-Committee have been led to engage in this wide,
survey, from a deep conviction, that the present amount of
pecuniary expenditure might be made to produce a greater
effect upon the intellectual and moral advance:eent of chil-
dren than at present. The facts, also, that new schools are
now petitioned for, by different sections of our city, that the
increase of our population must necessarily lead to greater
expenditures and that even now the expenditures out of the
public fund for this object, are great beyond all example in
any other city, forcibly impress the necessity and duty of an
enlarged and systematic arrangement of our schools, to be
met With firmness and decision, with an understanding and
due regard to all the circumstances and interests, which they
involve, and which alterations must at al/ times affect.

In this survey your Committee have not deemed it at pres-
ent expedient or necessary to take into view, the Latin or
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the High School for boys. They being both schools of anindependent nature, and the principles to be applied to themhaving reference to that nature, whatever modification, if any,it may be thought wise to introduce, may be made at any timea subject of distinct consideration, and may be effected with-out any other modification of the grammar schools than thathereafter proposed in this Report. The Primary, Grammarand Writing schools have, on the contrary, a direct con-nection with each other. They are also of the greatestgeneral importance. It is to these, therefore, your Sub-Committee have directed their sole attention.Nor have your Sub-Committee deemed it necessary tobring the school at South Boston into this investigation.That school being at present conducted by a single master,who will be alone adequate, probably for some years, to allthe exigencies of the vicinity in which that school is located.With these explanations, your Sub-Committee state, thatit appears by the returns of the(several school masters, thatthe scholars of the several schools of the city, may be statedwitn sufficient accuracy as follows.
Boys. Girls. 2704.74.In the primary schools, 1552 1592 3144And in the seven

mar schools above 1610 1377 2987mentioned,

Making the whole number of children educated at-tthe above schools by the city,
J 6131The annual expenses of these sdhools, exclusive of occa-sional expenses of erecting buildings, rent of school-houses,and extraordinary repairs, are stated by the Auditor to be asfollows:

Two Masters at 1200, $2400Two Ushers at 600, 1200 $3600Seven Schools,
7

Primary Schools,
Contingent Expenses,

$25,200
13,500

03,00

$41,700In the primary schools are fifty-six teachers, averagingsomething less than fifty-seven children to each.
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The general advantage of the monitorial or mutual instruc-
tion system, your Sub-Committee deem to be no longer hypothetical.
They consider it settled to be a great improvement, by abundant
experience, both in Europe and America, and so justified by the
known constitution of the human mind and principles of human
action as to be absolutely unquestionable. Indeed, many of Its
peculiar principles and modes have been adopted, and are now
acted upon more, or less, in all our public schools. The only
subjectstherefore, it is apprehended, necessary now to be dis-
cussed, are the obstacles which prevent its complete introduction
immediately, into them, andinv:what manner and to what degree
they are best
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1. The favor naturally entertained for old systems, and the
reluctance with which the mind receives a new system, particularly
when it affects habits in which we have been educated, and requires
modes of thinking and acting different from those to which we
have long been accustomed.

This obstacle is inseparable from human nature, and was very
powerful against the monitorial system, at its commencement.
It existed in our community at large, and has been gradually
diminishing; and, though not yet wholly extinct, yet it is be-
lieved, it may be now completely surmounted, so far as it respects
this city by an expression of the decided opinion of the School
Committee, in favor of its introduction and the cooperative
sanction of the City Council, providing the means and authorising
the arrangements for carrying it into effect.

2d. A second obstacle is the want of a practical acquaintance
with the effects and whole power of this system, among the present
masters of the grammar and writing schools of the metropolis. It

is natural for men, especially those who have long been in that
profession, and who have given satisfaction to the public in their
employment, to look with doubt, not to say fear, at the proposed
introduction of a system, which devolves on them new responsibili-
ties; requires the learning in middle, or perhaps advanced life,
of new modes of instruction, and which, breaking up the routine
of old habits, calls for exertions different, in kind, and per-
haps, greater in degree, than those to which they have long been
accustomed. This obstacle is intrinsic from the nature of man,
and is particularly strong from the nature of the subject matter.
For to whom it is natural to ask, shall we go to learn the
practicabilities oF systems of education, if not to those who are
themselves engaged in instruction? General reflections of this
kind have given, and justly, great weight to the opinions of
gentlemen of this class, which, acting upon the natural prejudices
against novelties existing in the community, on the one side, and
on the necessity for new arrangements and modifications, which
beset School Committees and the City Government, on the other,
has in this city, for many years, postponed the introduction of
this sytem, until its power and practicability has become so
apparent, by its success on all sides, that it seems scarcely
possible to resist the accumulated evidence, which exists in its
favor.

It ought, however, to be stated to the credit of the grammar
and writing Masters of this metropolis, that they have been as
little actuated by the doubt and fears, inseparable from their
situation, as was, perhaps, possible.

As they have known for a long time, that a strong opinion
existed in the city among very intelligent citizens, in favor of
the monitorial system, many, if not all of them have gradually
introduced some of its principles and modes into the discipline
of their schools, as far as they have respectively deemed ex-
pedient, or as far perhaps, as from their particular circumstances
was practicable. From the disposition and character of this use-
ful and respectable body of men, your Sub-Committee have reason
to anticipate an entire cooperation with the views of the School
Committee, should they determine to introduce the monitorial
system; particularly if such introduction should be made in a
gradual manner, if local accommodations should be adapted to that
system, as it is introduced, as it is introduced; if its intro-
duction be predicated on no extravagant calculations at first on
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its power of educating, equally well as the old system, far
greatr numbers; and if that cooperation should not be under
circumstances which have the aspect of injuring the prospects
and interests of men, with whom they are associated, for whom
they have very generally a respect, and for whom also in manyinstances they have acquired an affection. This leads, naturallyto a statement of the--third obstacle to the introduction of the
monitorial system, which is, that having been for the most part
urged, on the ground of economy, as enabling the Masters al3so-
lutely to educate the same numbers without ushers, it has been
considered as resulting necessarily, in at once turning out of
employ that whole body of men, an effect, which the Masters,
naturally, would reluct at being concerned in producing, froman honorable principle, as well as from sympathetic feeling.
A real opinion is also entertained b7 some of those of the
present Masters, who are in general well disposed towards the
monitorial system, that, considering the materials of which our
grammar and writing schools are necessarilY composed, although
it is
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couia ao uncrer pne oia, yep tnap it is not true tnat one mail
do as much, and as well under the new system as two men, under
the old. With such an opinion, it is still more ratural for them
to reluct at showing a readiness to undertake a system, which,
as they consider, will deprive them of aids, they deem essential
to the keeping the state of public education at its present
standard. And if such be their opinion, both justice to them-
selves, and duty to the public, require that they should not con-
ceal it.

Now, although your Sub-Committee do not concix.- in these
opinions, and although they believe that when the monitorial
system shall be thoroughly understood and put into operation,
under all the advantages, :in point of space and knowledge of
which it is susceptible, that one man can teach the same number,
as well, if not better than two men would under the old, yet
they deem it to be the part of wisdom and prudence, not to com-
mence the introduction cf the new system, with a modification of
our present schools, founded on the anticipation of so great a
difference in favor of its comparative power. First, because
the present nasters must necessarily be the agents of the city
in such introduction, and their success in it, will in some de-
gree be influenced by the state of their previous opinion.
Second, it seems also just, in the commencement of an undertaking,
perhaps, in some respects, practically novel to the Masters, that
the degree of the first labors required of them, in it, should
have reference to the state of their previous habits and their-
practical acquaintance with the system. A course of proceeding,
which, being founded on a deference to the opinion of the
Masters, and considerations for 4-.heir convenience, will have a
tendency to remove objections and encourage them, in giving a
new direction to their efforts.

Your Sub-Committee, therefore, are of the opinion that while
on the one hand it is the imperious duty of the School Committee
to proceed forthwith in the introduction of the monitorial and
mutual instruction principle into our Grammar and Writing Schools,
yet on the other that it should be done gradually and systematic-
ally, ine one school after another, as fast as, and no faster,
than.local accommodations for that mode of instruction are pro-
vided, and that the numbers required of each master to teach
should, in the first years, be less than the whole number of his
present school, in case he so desire; or, on his request, that
an usher should be allowed him, until by familiarity he gain
confidence in the system, and in its power.

In the opinion of your Sub-Committee it will be wise, in
the commencement of the system to look chiefly to facilitating
its introduction, and that considerations of its economy should
be deemed secondary to that object;--acting, however, upon the
conviction that, when once in full and fair operation the antici-
pated economical effects will certainly result.

With these general views of expediency and duty, your Sub-
Committee proceed to state the course they deem most advisable
to be pursued, in order to carry into effect so desirable an
improvement in our public school system, with the most certainty,
and with the least counteraction.

First, that the School-Committee should pass a vote, de-
claring the expediency, in-their opinion, of introducing the
monitorial, or mutual instruction system, into all the public
Grammar and Writing Schools; and that it shall be done as fully
and as Speedily as is consistent with the existing relations of
our pUbIlc schools, and as the local accommodations of the
several school-houses will permit.
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The effect of such a declaration would be, to give notice
to all the school-masters of the metropolis of the intention of
the School Committee; and those, on whom it did not at first
operate, would use the intervening opportunity to enlarge their
acquaintance with the system, so that when their turn came,
their facility of carrying it irlto effect will be increased.

Second. That in connection with this vote, another should
be passed, declaring the particular schools into which it is
for the public interest the system should first be introduced,
accompanied with the estimates of the expense of altering the
respective school-houses, and recommending to the City Council
an appropriation for that purpose.

Upon this point your Sub-Committee are of opinion that the
two schools, into which forthwith and without delay, it ought to
be introduced, are the Boylston and the Bowdoin Schools; and for
reasons very obvious.

In the former the system has been already in a great meas-

555



471 ,...

ure introduced. During the past year Mr. Fox the master hastaught both the male and female part of that school, amountingto more than two hundred each, without the aid of an usher,and has applied the monitorial principle as fully as the want ofaccommodation in the school-room would permit. His successhas been complete, satisfactory to the committee of that school;to his pupils; and to himself, in this single instance he hassaved to the city the salary of an usher, amounting to sixhundred dollars, and although the children in the vicinity ofBroad-Street, of which his school is chiefly composed, do notpresent the best materials for instruction, yet it is believed,his scholars will compare in the several branches with those ofany other school.
Mr. Emerson the writing master is also one of our mostefficient and intelligent instructers, and it is,understood isnot unwilling to co-operate in introducing gradually the newsystem, upon the principles above alluded to, of accommodatingthe degree of requisition, in point of numbers to be instructed,to the respective opinions of the masters, concerning the capacityof the system; and their practical acquaintance with it.As there is a room now unoccupied in the Boylston school-house, each of their present school-rooms may be successivelyprepared for the introduction of the monitorial system, withoutany derangement of the exercises of either school, and beforethe females return to it, in April.
Similar reaons apply to the selection of the Bowdoin forthe other school, which shall take the lead to be prepared forthe introduction of this system. This has now also an unoccupiedschool-room, which enables an immediate alteration of the re-spective school-rooms, to take place before April, withoutinterfering with the exercises of the schools. Resides boththe masters of the Bowdoin schools are among our most efficientinstructers, and not unwilling to co-operate with the city, Inthis design.
By the estimate of two master carpenters It is ascertainedthat the alterations to fit both rooms of the Bowdoin School,for the monitorial system cannot exceed one thousand dollars;and to fit the Boylston, cannot exceed twelve hundred. The wholeof which expense will be saved in one year in the salaries ofthe ushers. Your Sub-Committee do not propose2 however, for thereasons above stated, to look immediately to this reduction, a:3one of the motives. It will be advisable, for the present yParat least, to continue some of their services.; and it is appre-hended if other suggestions in this Report should meet with theapprobation of the School Committee and City Council, that itwill be easy to effect the alteration proposed, without injuryto those respectable individuals of this class, who may desireto continue longer in the service of the city.
With these estimates and explanations, your Sub-Committeeapprehend that it may be recomm:mded to the City Council to grantan appropriation for carrying this system into effect.The result of this application will
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It remains for your Sub-Committee to consider the effectof such an alteration upon the primary schools, and to explaintheir views of the interests of the city in this respect.
By the_-modification proposed, about seven hundred childrenwould be returned to the primary schools; making an addition ofonly thirteen scholars to each primary school.
It becomes, howe-.rer, an important consideration, whetherthe efficiency of these primary schools may not be increased,and their expenses at the same time reduced.
Upon this point your Sub-Committee do not hesitate to ex-press a dectided opinion, that both may be effected, by the
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simple operation of giving these schools the local accommodation,
which will allow the introduction, into them also, of the moni-
torial system.

The expenses of our primary schools are at present beyond
all necessity great, in consequence of the unreasonable excess
of instructers, compared with the number of pupils.

Fifty-six instrucresses teach fifty-six children each, at
an annual expense of about $14,000.

Now in New York, one female,by the monitorial method,
teaches four hundred children of the same age and range of studies
as ours; in other words, eight instructers would do as much by
the method proposed, as fifty-six instructers do by our present
method. Upon the supposition each instructress received three
hundred dollars annually, being the sum understood to be given
in New-York, the same number of children might be educated
equally well for $2,4001making a saving under this head of
$11,600.

Your Sub-Committee dorot, however, predicate their opinion
and recommendation upon any expectations of this character, for
they may be censUred as extravagant; their objoct is not to aim
in the first instance, at a splendid promiE,e of economy, their
great aim is to introduce the system; because; independent of
its-economy, there is reason to deem it unequivocally the best;
leaving theeconomy to result as an incident, satisfactory indeed,
in its nature, butrot the predominating motive for the change.

It is very obvious that one great cause of the multiplication
of instructresses in our primary schools beyond all necessity, is
the fact, that the mistresses are compelled to find school-rooms
for themselves, and that these are necessarily of the size of
common rooms, amd accommodated only to the numbers such rooms
can hold. So long as this is the case, it is impossible to re-
duce this multitude of schools,to any general system, and much
less is it possible to introduce the monitorial.

Your Sub-Committee therefore apprehend that the essential
interests of the city, require the school-rooms for the Primary
schools should be furnished by the city, and a gradual provision
should be made for that object, as the system proposed to be
introduced progresses. These rooms it is not necessary for the
city to own, except where it may be particularly convenient; they
may be hired, it is believed, suitable for any number of scholars,
it may-be thought advisable to instruct in one room. The estimate
of your Sub-Committee, then, upon this subject is after this manner:

The whole number of children now in the Primary schools
is 3,149. To these, when the number proposed to be abstracted
from the fourth class of the Grammar schools is added (700)
there will be a gross number of 3849 children to be taught in
the Primary schools. As additik;nal schools of this class are in
contemplation, the number to be provided for on this principle
cannot be less than 4000. At the present proportion of instruct-
resses to pupils in these schools, that number would require
seventy-one instructresses at 250 each, and an annual expense
of $17,750.

But upon the supposition of requiring an instructer, or
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Twenty schools they deem amply sufficient for the above
number of scholars, when taught upon the monitorial principle;
that is two hundred to each instructer. Of these schools ten
should be kept by males for the boys, and ten by females for
the girls.

5 6
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Ten male instructers at $600 each, the rate

at which our present ushers are paid, and to these
schools some of them would probably desire to be
transferred, amount to $6,000

Ten female instructresses at a rate one third
higher than that, which, in fact, they at present
receive, viz. $300, is 3,000

The average rent of rooms stated to be now
$50, as those required on this principle would be
large, is stated at a sum at which on an average
they may be, it is thought, obtained, viz, twenty
rooms at $100

_12.022
$11000

Making a difference between the cost of edu-
cating the same number of children on the proposed
plan, from what it would cost on the present plan of
Primary schools, of 6 750

$17,750

And in fact educating four thousand children at an expense
twenty-five hundred dollars less than three thousand are at
present educated.

Should the requisite sanction of the city be given for the
alteration proposed, the School Committee will have it in its power,
at once to establish three or four Primary schools, by simply
running a partition through the lower rooms of the -1 '-,on and
Lowdoin schools, at an expense less than one hunu... alars for
both partitions and all local arrangements.

As the practicability of well instructing two hundred schol-
ars by one master, has been already proved in this city by Mr.
Fox, in the Boylston school, and it is also sufficiently evidenced
by the success of the High School for girls, conducted on the
monitorial principle, although with somewhat less numbers itscpower
inlbesOecttto the numbers it can well educate may be considered
as a result,' which may be expected to be universally effected
in every school, as soon as this system shall be permanently
introduced. Supposing, than, that all other calculations are
erroneous and contrary to experience elsewhere and that the edu-
cating well two hundred, is the extreme power of the system,
yet oven this is sufficient in point of economy to justify the
alterations proposed.

The comparison between educating four thousand children
in the Primary and three thousand in the Grammar
and Writing schools, upon the present and proposed
system, j.s as follows.

Saving in the Primary schools El above stated $6,750
Saving in salaries of fourteen ushers at six

hundred 'dollars, 8 400
Annually .saving $15,150

Your:Sub-Committee, however, repeat that their recommendation
dOes not turn*uponthe--econothy Of:the neW syStem; but because_

they-are Satisfiecl-itHis the best, in it-self considered, without
referéricet



transferred, amount to $6,000
Ten female instructresses at a rate one third

higher than that, which, in fact, they at present
receive, viz. $300, is 3,000

The average rent of rooms stated to be now
$50, as those required on this principle would be
large, is stated at a sum at which on an average
they may be, it is thought, obtained, viz, twenty
rooms at $100 2,000

$11,000

Making a difference between the cost of edu-
cating the same number of children on the proposed
plan, from what it would cost on the present plan of
Primary schools, of 6,750

$17,750

And in fact educating four thousand children at an expense
twenty-five hundred dollars less than three thousand are at
pre:..;ent educated.

Should the requisite sanction of the city be- given for the
alteration proposed, the School Committee will have in, its power,
at once to establish three or four Primary schools, by simply
running a 'partition through the lower rooms of the Boylston and
Bowdoin schools, at an expense less than one hundred dollars for
both partitions and all local arrangements.

As the practicability of well instructing two hundred schol-
ars by one master, has been already proved in this city by Mr.
Fox, in. the Boylston school, and it is also sufficiently evidenced
by the success of the High School for girls, conducted on the
monitorial principle, although with somewhat less numbers itscpower
Inli!esOecttto the numbers it can well educate may be considered
as a result, which may be expected to be universally effected
in every school, as soon as this system shall be permanently
introduced. Supposing, then, that'all other calculations are
erroneous and contrary to experience elsewhere and that the edu-
cating well two hundred, is the extreme power of the system,
yet even this is sufficient In point of economy to justify the
alterations proposed.

The comparison between educating four thousand children
in the Primary and three thousand in the Grammar
and Writinr, schools, upon the present and proposed
system, is as follows.

Saving in the Primary schools as above stated $6,750
Saving in salaries of fourteen ushers at six

hundred dollars, 8,400

Annually saving $15,150

Your Sub-Committee, however, repeat that their re.commendation
does not turn upon the economy of the new system; but because
they are satisfied it is the best, in itself considered, without
reference to economy.

The only use they would make of the above facts is to satisfy
every mind that the change can.be effected without the possibility
of increasing expenses. The argument is sufficient and irre-
sistable, If it be proved as it is believed to be, that a better
system of education can be introduced with the certainty that our
present proportion of expenses to the numbers educated cannot by
any possibility thereby be augmented.
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disseminate a knowledge of them in a greaterroe less degree
among all the classes, even the lower, and such as would,
perhaps, never have gained any knowledge, or idea of them,
if they were taught; exclusively, in a separate school. Such
a system of teaching the higher branches, in these schools,
would conform strictly to the general policy of the laws of
the Commonwealth relative to public education. To it, there
could be no objection, on accounts of its want of such con-
formity; nor on account of its being exclusive and partaking
of a character of favoritism. The children of the whole
community would, if their parents pleased, enjoy of necessity
and not by possibility, all the benefits of all the branches
of education even the hiohest.

That girls may reap the benefits of the system, your Sub-
Committee propose that they should be permitted to continue
through the whole year, and that another year should be add-
ed to those they, are now allowed to remain in the schools.

For the purpose of bringing these alterations before the
School Committee, and with its sanction ultimately before the
City Council, your Sub-Committee recommend the adoption of
the following votes, which are submitted by their order,

Boston Feb. 8, 7828.
JOSIAH QUINCY, Chairman

At a meeting of the School Committee on the 12th of
February. 1828, the preceding Report with the votes recom-
mended by the Sub-Committee were read, and thereupon it
was ordered that the Board adjourn to Thursday, the 21st
inst., and that the Report be printed for the use of the
Board, and each member be furnished with a copy.

At a meeting of the School Committee on the 21st inst.
the several votes recommended by the Sub-Committee, were
colsidered, and after hawing been modified, and amended,
were passed unanimously, in the form stated in the subjoined
official certificate.
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At a meeting of the School Committee, on Thursday, the
21st of February, 1828,

The preceding Report having been previously read, and
having been printed and each member furnished with a copy
as ordered by the Board, was now considered, and after de-
bate it was unanimously

Voted, That, in the opinion of the School Committee, it is
for the interest of the city that the mutual, or monitorial sys-
tem of instruction should be introduced into two of the public
grammar and writing schools.

voted, That, for the purposes expressed in the preceding
vote, the Boylston and Bowdoin School-Houses ought to be
fitted up in both the rooms of the grammar and writing de-
partments, without delay, in the most approved manner, suit-
able for the instructing upon that system; and that foe this
purpose it be recommended to the City Council to appro-
priate forthwith the sum of twenty-four hundred dollars, to
the end that both said school-houses, fitted up, if thought
advisable, for primary schools, before the first of April next.

Voted, That the Chairman of this Committee transmit the
preceding votes to the City Council and request the appro-
ptiation therein specified.

Voted, That the Mayor, Messrs. Savage, Armstrong, Fowle,
Barrett, Adams and Farnsworth, be a Committee with authority
to communicate to the Primary School Committee, the views
contained in the preceding Report; and in conjunction with
that Committee to devise such modifications of the Present
system of those schools, as shall be deemed expedient and
practicable, and lay the same before the Board for its
consideration and sanction.

Voted, That the same Committee be authorized to consider
the new branches to be introduced into the grammar and writing
schools, and the extension of the time of females in those
schools; and the mode in which the same shall be introduced,
and to report as soon as practicable to this Committee.

Attest, JAMES BOWDOIN,
Secretary of School Committee.
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A Sermon Before-the Members of the Boston FGrale Asylum
J.S.J. Gardiner, A.M.
1809
Munroe, Francis & Parker: Boston

"The object of education is to qualify them for some useful station in life
by which they may promote their own happiness, and be servicable to their
fellow creatures. Nor can this object be attained without undeviating attention
and persevering application."

"It is surely preferable for a child to be ignorant and good, than to
possess all human knowledge with corrupt principles and profligate habits."

"Education should commence almost at birth."

Relationship of schoc/ tra-'ning to home values; moral education.

1. Remarks on the 'parental -mole in education and the physical and moral
discipline of the young-

2. Remarks on curriculum of school. Encourages female education with similar
curriculum as males.

Importance of moral education.
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VOTE OF THANKS.

AT a Meeting of the Managers of the "BOSTON FEMALE ASYLUM,"
held on the evening of the 22d September, 1809, it was unanimously
voted, That their thanks, as individuals of a sex so flattered
by his opinion and indebted to his advice, and as members of an
institution, which has received additional sanction from an
approbation so honorary, be cordially and respectfully offered
the Rev. J. S. J. Gardiner for the discourse delivered before
them this day: and in the hope of more widely diffusing its
impressive precepts, and of further promoting the cause c2 that
charity in behalf of which it was writt that a copy be re-
questf-d f,,r. publication.

By order,
A. L. rIOTHINGHAM, SecTry.

MR. GARDINER's compliments are presented to the Managers of
the "BOSTON FEMALE ASYLUM," and thanks them for the very flattering
testimony of their approbation. As the sermon was written that
their request, and for the benefit of the Institution, he has no
further claim to it, but submits it with pleasure to their dis-
posal; and if he has in any degree aided their benevolent inten-
tions, and given satisfaction, he is amply compensated.

Miss A. L. FROTHINGHAM.
Boston, Sept. 25th, 1809.
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SERMON

Luke t.66.

WHAT MANNER OP CHILD SHALL THIS BE?

As no subject can be more important than the educatior- of
children, so has there been no one, which has more engaged the
attention, and employed the talents of able and ingenious writers.
Treatise after treatise has been given to the world, at different
periods, in every civilized language, from the philosophical ro-
mance of Xenophon, to the various productions of modern refine-
ment. Yeb I know not if our improvement be equal to the pa.ins

taken to effect it. If it be, why are our orators inferior in
eloquence to Cicero and Demosthenes, our poets to Virgil and
Homer, even many, well-educated Christians surpassed in moral
virtue by the sages of antiquity? The fa!:::t is unquestionable;
and the cause of our moral imperfections must be sought in some
defect in the elementary parts of educa-
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tion in tfs.. meglect of cultivating the moral qualities of the
heart and .e.Imper.

I tha.11 ndeavour then, my respected hearers, in he ensuing
discourse, I. to lay down certain rules, applicabAe to both sexes,
which, I conce2ve, it will be your interest and cuty to observe
in the education of the young; II. make some rema!,1- on the im-
portance of female education; and conclude, III. mth such obser-
vations as may naturally arise from the subject, Ad are suitable
to the present occasion.

I. As the foundation of every Improvememt, Iwou must insist
on absolute obedience. The authorit77- of paremts -_1,7st be preemptoy
and undisputed; and if your orders are not capricious, and your
conduct unsteady, you will not fail cf being obeyed wath cheer-
fulness. Never indulge a child in an improper reest, nor suffer
yourselves to be prevailed on by importunitle8 anettears. Refuse
dispassionately, but with firmness; and when it fillr,ds, that its
complaints are not heeded, it will soon cease to ccimplal_n. In-
form the child, why the request is improper; and bp-undeviating
perseverance in this salutary discipline, it will soon have no
will in opposition to yours, but submit with please to whatever
you direct. How different from this is the conduct of sally and
injudicious parents, who indulge every peevish hutm,D114r in their
children; instead of restraining, cherish every viaAous passion,
and train them up to ruin, not to say to the pillory, and the
gallows. Persons, otherwise of excellent sense, often
guilty in this point, and lay up for themselves a _und of future
misery and repentance, for the sake of gratifying immediate
feelings. If a child, thus humoured, should chance to turn out
well, it may be considered as next to a miracle; for as to all
the profligate young persons, whom I have either known or heard
of, the origin of their *±ces may be traced to the criminal in-
dulgence of their parents.

You then, who are parents, or guardians of the young, dare
not to be guilty of this cruel kindness. Consider the high re-
sponsibility, in which you stand. Those entrusted to your care
are sacred deposits. You, in a great measure, will be answerable
for their future characters. [Teach them then betimes the whole-
some lesson of obedience and self-denial. Ask yourselves the
question in the text, what manner of child shall this be? And
such as you would wish, it will be, if you exert yourselves as
you ought. But heavy will be your condemnation, and severe your
punishment, if you neglect the sacred charge.]

Having established indisputable obedience to your authority,
proceed to instil into your children a love of employment and
application. Whatever may be the object of their pursuit, let
them give it their undivided attention. [The object of educal-.4
is to qualify them for some useful station in life, by which hey
may promote their own happiness, and be serviceable to their
fellow-creatures. Nor can this object be attained without un-
deviating attention, and persevering application.]
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However great may be their natural capacity, it still requires
the fostering hand of cultivation; as the richest soil, if
neglected, will prove fertile only in weeds. No human science
can be attained without long and laborious stUdy. No mechanical
art can be mastered without repeated practice, and unremitted
application. And can you expect, that your children will be
distinguished by correct principles and moral habits, unless
they are thus early and assiduously disciplined? Though virtuous
dispositions may be innate, virtuous habits are the offspring of
education; and persevering employment and attention are the
foundation of whatever is either useful or ornamental in the
human character.

Suffer not therefore, through false tenderness and criminal
indulgence, your children to be idle. You cannot do them a
more essential injury. If you wish, as unquestionably you do
most ardently, to promote their happiness, keep them constantly
employed, alternately, in salutary amusement; and useful studies.
Habits of industry are attended by cheerfulness and good-humour,
whilst languor and peevishness are the inseparable attendants on
idleneSs. As the body is debilitated, when deprived of necessary
exercise, so the mind, when unemployed, will grow dissipated and
weak. It will be incapable of useful exertion, it will be unfit
for honourable enterprize. The most promising genius without
application will be an honour neither to his friends, his country,
nor himself. He will disgrace h*shpowers by mischievous ex-
centricities, or impair them by intoxication and debauchery.
The bird-lime of indolence will fix him to the earth, from which
otherwise he might have sprung on vigorous wing, and astonished
the world by the length and rapidity of his flight.

[Habits of industry and application, being secure, the
morals of children are the next objects of parental solicitude.
You should teach them, as soon as they are able to learn, the
difference between right and wrong, good and evil, truth and
falsehood. The human mind cannot too early be impressed with
these important distinctions, or too earnestly exhorted to love
the one and abhor the other. If just sentimentsl'in this respect,
are not forcibly inculcated and radically fixed in youthful
breasts, many errors may arise, which will bias their future
conduct, and affect the happiness of their lives. The passions,
unrestrained by parental authority, and unguided by parental
judgment, will, hereafter, hurry their unhappy victims, with
resistless impetuosity, into every irregularity and vice.]
We cannot otherwise account for the profligacy of many persons,
whose understandings are highly cultivated. In such men every
criminal indulgence is in direct opposition to their better
knowledge and conviction. But their passions, by unrestrained
gratification in early life, have obtained a fatal mastery over
their virtue; and they afford melancholy instances of the
criminal neglect, or the no less criminal indulgence of their
injudicious parents.

Inculcate on Your children an abhorrence of falsehood, and
a sacred regard to truth.. Endeavour to gain their confidence,
and to convince them that it is their interest to conceal nothing
from you, who are their best
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friends. It has been observed, that children have a natural
love for truth. But I have not from experience found the
observation correct. very young children, at least, will
seldom hesitate to utter a falsehood for the gratification
of their appetite, and will readily deny their having dined
or supped, if by the denial they have reason to expect its
farther indulgence. Every propensity of this nature must
be instantly checked; and if parents reflected how much the
ckaracter of their children depended on them, and how much
they have to answer for, they would spare no pains in their
domestick education, and in the moral culture of the heart.
It is surely preferable for a child to be Ignorant and good,
than to possess all human knowledge with corrupt principles
aria profligate habits. It is to be feared, that in this
respect parents are too often guilty of neglect. Though when
children are old enough to receive instruction, no expense or
pains may be spared in their education, yet, in their earlier
years, they are committed to the care of domesticks, commonly
ignorant and vulgar, and somtimes vicious. Here then, before
you are aware of the danger, the seeds of vice may be sown. A
habit of lying and dissimulation may be contracted. Supersti-
tious fears may be engendered, and so strongly rooted in the
infant breast, that, even the powerful hand of enlightened reason
may afterwards be unable to eradicate them.

This, my respected hearers, is a most important consideration,
and demands your utmost vigilance. Suffer your childl-en, then,
to converse as little as possible with

ii

servants, and with none whose morals are even suspected. Edu-
cation should commence almost at the birth. Every petulant
humour should be suppressed, every improper gratification re-
fused. Prevent the disease, which may baffle your skill to
cure. Neglect not the sacred duty imposed on you. Let no
natural indolence, no frivolous engagements prevent its just
discharge. Sacrifice not the useful to the ornamental, the
cultivation of the heart to the less important cultivation of
the person and address. ' A child left to himself (says Solomon)
bringeth to shame. Train up a chtld in the way he should go,
and when he is old, he will not depart from it.'

Having implanted sound principles in your children, en-
deavour to inspire them with a happy temper. 'A merry heart,'
says the wise man, 'is a continual feast.' Let them see, as far
as possible, only agreeable objects, and conceal from them those
of a contrary nature: Agreeable impressions may be made at a
very earlY period that are naturally productive of cheerfulness,
whith is generally attended both by health and happiness. '*Almost
ev,ory object,' says a periodical writer, 'that attracts our notice,
has its bright and its dark side. He that habituates himself to
look at the dark side, will sour his disposition, and consequently
impair his happiness; while he, who constantly beholds the bright
side, insensibly meliorates his.temper, and in consequence of it,
improvls his own happiness, and the happiness of all about him.'

*The World:, No. 126.
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Some are blessed by nature with a mild and amiable dis-
position, whilst others are born with vio-'ent passions which
requitte the strong hand of authority to restrain them. But
as the most stubborn soil may be subdued by labour, so may
the most unhappy temper be improved by care and atsiduity.
Check, then every appearance of ill temper in your children.
Point out to them the fatal consequences of yielding to their
passions. Convince them, that it will render them uncomfortable
to themselves, odious to others, objects of punishment to Almighty
God. If remonstrance fail of its desired effect, if it be
received with obstinacy and surliness, chastisement then be-
comes necessary, and the offending Adam must be whipped out of
them. 'He that spareth the rod,' says Solomon, thateth his son;
but he that loveth him, chasteneth him betimes.' 'To obey,'
says Samuel, ' is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than
the fat of rams. FPr rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.',

I am fully sensible, that this doctrine is not popular. But
when was truth ever popular? Where exhortation and advice are
disregarded, what remedy have you but dhastisement? The parent,
who refuses to apply it, when thus indispensably necessary,
voluntarily promotes the ruin of his own child. All objections
to it are ridicuaious and futile, though they make a conspicUous
figure in that silly ,and atrocious philosophy invented by
knaves to play on the credulity of fools, and to which

13

the world at present is indebted for more than half the evils
it experiences.

Above all, endeavour to impress on the minds of your chil-
dren the obligations of religion, a duty too often either en-
tirely neglected, or injudiciously performed. Teach them,
that all things depend on Almigh* God, the supreme Creator and
Governour of the world; that he knows all their thoughts, and
sees all their actions, that they must pray to him for what
they want,.and thank him for what they have received, that he
is -pleased with them when they act well, and displeased with
them when they are guilty of an improper action. When they
are able to comprehend it, explain to them the doctrine of the
Gospel. Set before them the amiable and compassionate Sav&our,
and the unparalleled benevolence of his religion, which, when
they understand, they will not fail to reverence and obey. En-
deavour to inspire them with love and hope and joy, which
christianity, truly understood, must infallibly produce. Care-
fully avoid alarming the infant mind with false and pernicious
terrors on this important subject. The spring of lifesis the
season of gaiety and frolick, and is immediately disgusted with
whatever wears a threatening and gloomy aspect. Children are
easily taught to feel the duty of loving the Lord their God with
all their heart, andnetrneighbour as themselves, but knotty
points of divinity are wholly unintelligible to them, and would
be useless were they intelligible. *'I at this moment look
back with infinite pleasure,' says a

*Miss Hamilton on Education, Lett. vi. Vol. I.
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g'ensible female writer, 'to the delightful period, when, with
the simplicity of infant innocence, I poured out my little soul
in grateful thanks to the Almighty for the happiness enjoyed at
a dancing-school ball. Nor am I certain, that all the catechisms
and all the hymns, with which my poor memory was loaded, produced
half the benefit to my mind, as that which flowed from this
powerful association of felicity with its divine source.

'I confess it is much easier, and perhaps more gratifying
to our vanity, as well as to our indolence, to make children get
long prayers and catechisms by heart, than thus by gentle and
imperceptible degrees to impress them with feelings of gratitude
and affection for their heavenly father. But whoevef would
succeed in the great work of education, must begin by conquering
vanity and indolence in themselves, for these are the great, the
perpetually occurring obstacles to success.'

I proceed II. to make some remarks on the importance of
female education.

It has been observed, I believe the observation is correct,
that women read more than men; and yet there is certainly no
comparison between their intellectual powers. In elegance of
conversation, quickness of apprehension, and brilliance of imagi-
nation, they frequently excel those of the other sex, as they
are commonly inferiour to them in strength of judgment and
faculty of reasoning. Whence does this happen? Is there any
natural inferiority? Is there any sex in the soul? There are
too many instances of female ability on record to authorise such
a conclusion; [The difference of talent in the two sexes, then,
must arise from the difference of their education. Boys are
sent early and remain long at school, where a deep and broad
foundation of intellectual vigour is laid in the study of the
dead languages. The intimate knowledge of grammar thus acquired,
the unremitted exercise of memory and judgment in traciAgg words
through their various inflexions, and in ascertaining their pre-
cise meaning, afford a constant exercise of the intellectual
powers, and produce a discipline of mind, the advantages of which
are solid and permanent even though the languages should be for-
gotten. Girls, on the other hand, of the same age, are employed
in the mere manual exercise of sprigging muslin, painting flowers,
and fingering a musical instrument; employments comparatively
frivolous, and little connected with intellectual improvement.
If to these trifling attainments, they can dance gracefully and
prattle French, they are deemed by their injudicious friends
all-accomplished, and are the envy and admiration of their com-
panions.]

But what qualifications are these for forming the instructive
and entertaining companion, the discreet wife and prudent mother?
wath heads thus unfurnished, and with accomplishments, which
tend only to nourish vanity and self-conceit, can they discharge
with fidelity the important duties to which they may be called?
If they should at length turn their attention to books, from the
want of previous discipline they will be able

580



486

16

neither to select nor relish the best authors, but will wastethair time on the sentimental trash of modern novelists andletter-writers, from whom they can gain no solid instruction orlasting improvement. For those, says the great epick poet,who read
Incessantly, and to their reading bring notA spirit and a judgment equal or superiour,Uncertain and unsettled still remain,Deep versed in books and shallow in themselves,Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys,And trifles for choice matter, worth a spunge;As thildren gathering pebbles on the shore.Of all women, I have generally observed that your greatreaders are the most insufferable, who repeat whole passages ofprose and poetrY, in season and out season, and who, instead ofobtaining the admiration they aim at, disgust all who hear themwith their vanity and impertinence. Nor are those ladies whohave received what is called a genteel education, most admiredby sensible and judicious men. The modest female, who shunsrather than courts observation, who is destitute of everyfashionable accomplishment, if she has affable manners, goodprinciples, good humour, and good sense, will be sure of se-curing their suffrages. There must then be something wrong inthe present system of female education. It is far too super-ficial. It is almost exclusively directed to the improvementof the person and address. I should wish for something moresubstantial. I should wish them educated, not merely to

17

flutter in a ball-room, not merely to display the graces of abeautiful animal without intellect, but as beings, who are tobe wives, and mothers, the first and most important guardiansand instructors of the rising generation, as beings endued withreason, and designed for immortality. Only lay a solid founda-tion, and you may raise on it a superstructure as airy andfantastical as you please. You may then permit them to cultivateevery elegant art, and to gain every accomplishment becoming theirage and sex; in the language of the philosophical and descriptivepoet,
To teach the late to languish; with smotithh step,Disclosing motion in its every charm,To swim along and swell the mazy dance;To train the foliage o'er the snowy lawn;To guide the pencil, turn the tuneful page;To lend new flavour to the fruitful year,And heighten nature's dainties, in their raceTo rear their graces into second life;
To give society its highest taste;
Well-ordered home, man's best delight, to make;And by submissive wisdom, modest skill,With every gentle care-eluding art,To raise the virtues, animate the bliss,And sweeten all the toils of human life.But most of the accomplishments here enumerated are butshowy and superficial; and however amiable they may renderthe young lady, tend but little to form

3
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the respectable matron. Solid sense and judgment are indis-pensably necessary for this purpose, without which no womancan properly regulate her family, or bring up her children.
Let then the female child, as soon as she can read, be

taught grammar, not superficially, but thoroughly; and,IforaLlthis purpose, I should prefer the latin grammar; and I wouldcontinue her studies unremittingly in this language, till shewas perfect mistress of construing and parsing. As this isthe surest, so I verily believe it is the, shortest road to theknowledge of universal grammar, and to the attainment of everymodern language. I would also have her instructed in arithmetickand the elementary parts of the mathematicks. The powers of themind would be strengthened by the exercise, and the equality offemale capv:ity might be no longer a problem.
As women are not to command the applause of listenfngsenates, to plead causes, or to conduct armies, the sciencesconnected with these professions are not the proper objects offemale pursuit. But every classical author in their own andthe French language is deserving of their attention, providedtheir circumstances justify such an application of time.My sisters, be assured that the bad education of women ismore mischievous than that of men. Our earlier years, whenlasting impressions are made, are intrusted to the care of yoursex, and the vices of the men may be traced to the errors andimperfections of the mother or the nurse. Your influence hasbeen adknowledged

19

at all times, and the character of every age must take its com-plexion from you. As wives, you are the arbiters of our prosperityand happiness. You may ruin us by your extravagance, or enrichus by your ecnnomy. You may charm us by your affability, orrender us miserable by your ill humour. As mothers, your chargeis still more important. To you is intrusted the care of rationalbeings at the most critical period of their lives. Yours is thetask

to rear the tender thought,
To teach the,young idea how to shoot,
To pour the fresh instruction o'er the mind,
To breathe the enlivening spirit, and to fixThe generous purpose in the glowing breast.

By you must be laid the foundation of all that is great, andgood, and amiable in the human character. These are your im-portant privileges these your sacred duties. Consider then theimportance of attaining knowledgedi:insider the deplorable con-sequences of ignorance in your sex--a sex which must ever have amost powerful influence on society, as wives, as mistressesoffamilies, and as mothers.
Nor are the advantages of good temper in your sex, less in-dispensable, 'It is better to dwell in the wilderness, saysSolomon, than with a contentious and an angry woman.' That thebosom, designed for 'the mansion of peace,' should swell withresentment, that the eye formed to kindle the gentle flame oflove, or dissolve in pity, should sparkle with fury, this, thisis to frustrate

582



48§;

the design of the Creator, and to mar the fairest of his works.
Hear the lines of the consummate moral poet:

0 blest with temper, whose unclouded ray
Can make to-morrow cheerful as to-day.
She who can love a sister's charms, or hear
Sighs for a daughter with unwounded ear;
She who neter answers till a husband cools,
Or, if she rules him, never shows the rules,
Charms by accepting, by submitting sways,
Yet has her humour most, when she obeys!

Be assured, my sisters, there is no living creature more
detestable than an ill-natured woman. All, who regard their
own happiness, will fly from her, as from plague, pestilence,
and famine. The ornament of a meek and quiet spirit is the
greatest ornament of your sex, and when added to affability,
good humour, and cheerfulness, will often make even a plain
woman more charming than the most beautiful.

I come now III. to conclude with subh observations, as
may naturally arise from the subject, and are suitable to the
present occasion.

Though men equally pious and able, have differed as to
the meaning of many doctrines of Christianity, there is hilt
one opinion respecting the necessity of discharging its'duties.
Of these duties charity is the most important. 'Now abide
faith, hope, and charity, these three; but the greatest ofthese is charity. 'The greatest,' says Bishop Horne, 'as it
is a virtue subsisting in the divine mind (where faith and
hope can have no place) and thence derived to man--the greatest,as it is the end and crown of the other two--the greatest, asit is immediately connected with happiness, since we cannot do
any good to others, without doing more to ourselves even in our
present feelings--and the greatest, as charity will remain when
faith shall be lost in sight, and hope in enjoyment.'

That the practice of this virtue will promote your eternal
salvation, you have the authority of your Saviour to conclude.
an his interesting account of the proceedings on the great day of
final retribution, he represents a charitable and humane dis-
position as the best plea that can be urged in our fiwour, And
cruel and uncharitable temper as the principal cause of our con-demnation.
When the son of man (he says) shall come in his glory, and all
the holy angels with him, then shall he sit on the throne of hisglory. And before him shall be gathered all nations. And he
shall separate them from one another, the righteous on his righthand, and the wicked on his left. Then shall the king say unto
.them on his 'right hand, come ye blessed children of my father,
imherit the:kingdom-prepared for you from the foundation of theworld. For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat; I was thirsty,
andye gave me drink; I was a stranger and ye took me in; naked,
And ye Clothed me; I:was sick, and ye visited me; I was in
Tirlson, and ye came unto me. InasMUch as ye have done it untoone of the least of'these, my brethren ye

'1
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have done it unto me. Then shall he say also unto them on his
left hand, depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre-
pared for the devil and his angels; for I was an hungered, and
ye gave me no meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink; I
was a stranger, and ye took me not in; naked, and ye clothed me
not; sick and in prison, and ye visited me not. For inasmuch as
ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.
And these shall go away into everlasting punishment; but the
righteous into llgenetetrIAI.' Such, my sisters, is the decla-
ration of him who cannot deceive; and whilst you continue em-
ployed in doing your master's will, in spite of contending
polemicks, as to the terms of salvation, you cannot fail of
securing your own. 'A cup of cold water only, given to one of
these little ones in the name of a disciple, shall in no wise
lose its reward.'

But you, generous benefactress, have given more. You have
given your time, your money, and your care. It is by your bounty
that these children are clothed, fed, and instructed, saved from
vice and misery in this world, and enabled to secure everlasting
happiness in the next.

An institution of this nature demands the applause of man,
and ensures the approbation of heaven.

It is an institution advantageous to your country, by
diminishing the publick stock of idleness and vice, and increasing
the number of the industrious and moral.

It is an institution advantageous to the town, by bringing
up soberly and religiously, those, who might otherwise be temptcd
by poverty and neglect to follow vicious courses.

It is an institution advantageous to families, by supplying
them with domesticks 'brought up in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord, of good principles, of obedient dispositions, and
of industrious habits.

Continue then, my respected hearers, zealously to support
what you have so liberally founded. Emulate the accomplished
female, as described by the wisest of men, and more particularly
that part of her character which he thus portrays, 'She stretches
out her hand to the poor; she reacheth forth her hand to the
needy.'
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"The pains they have taken to enlarge our understandings, subdue our passions
and to qualify oLr minds to pursue a virtuous course of conduct, without
falling into the nany snares and temptations with which we are liable to
be assaulted. Let us recollect the rany opportunities they have generally
afforded us to inprove in every thing, that is good, useful, and virtuous
and their care in providing us with teachers, capable of improving our
minds-in religion and science."
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By SAMUEL PETTIS.

"Let children have a good education given them in the youngerparts of Zife, and this 1.6' the most tikeZy way to establi':lhthem in virtue and piety in their eider years.
.DR. WATTS.

Windham: Printed by John Byrne, 1804.

586



492

PUBLISHED BY DESIRE.

ADDRES S.

My young friends,

PERHAPS there is not a more disagreeable c-3rcumstanceattending social happiness, than the certainty, that a dayof separation will sooner or later take place. Yet theprecarious situation of mortal beings, who mutually shareIn the evils consequent to human frailty, promises littlemore to our expectations than a continual succession ofchange.
Inured to regular chagges we behold them with pleasure,or meet themw*ith indifference. We bid a cheerful welcometo the morning fun, and acquiesce with pleasure, in thethought, that darkness should pervade the atmosphere atevening. We meet stern winter with composure, hail thevernal spring, baik with pleasure in summer's heats, andrejoice at the return of bounteous aeitumn.We likewise, not unfrequently find ourselves par-ticipating in changes indidental and irregular, which affectus differently, according to the manner in which they
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may happen. If we are affected with the frowns of fortune,we are opt to repine; if with the smiles of prosperity, ourhearts, perhaps too often, exult in momentary excesses, leavingroom for a greater change whenever misfortune may reverse thescene. We rejoice in social happiness, but mourn a separation.We are happy in leaving the farm, the work-shep, the softer sexand their domestic employments, vocially to undermine the laudablepurpose of mental impoverishment; but no seoner do we hear theseparating command, than we feel our ambition checked, ourfelicity interrupted, and often reluctantly tread back to ournecessary, and equally honorablo employments.The above observations brims to mind our first interview,and conduct us through many intemvening moments, to the time wemem participate. They likewfse bring to mind the precarioussituation of every thing temporary,"the impomamce of properlytmproving every opportunity for advancing our happiness, andshow that a gentle moderation, in prosperity. nnd adversity, Willtend to ameliorate our situation here, and facilitate our journeythrough the, various changes incireent to life.Having laboured for a considerable tine 4,m. your education,received a compensation equal to my services, augmented by alauda-
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ble ambition in you, and finding myself unhappily arrived at aparting moment; I cannot feel my duty discharged otherwise,than by offering you a few hints by way of adv-ice.The first article, upon which I would opem my mind to you,is upon that, significantly termed, the one thing needful: beingin itself sufficiently beautiful to allure you to seek it at thefountain from whence it flows, were it not for the wretchednessof human nature, which admonishes me, that a few words upon thisimportant subject at this time may be seasonable and proper.It is upon God, that we are dependant for every blessing;it is from this great tource, that we derive life, breath, andevery enjoyment; and it is owing to his beneficent hand, thatwe live in a country, where every material necessary to perfectthehhappiness of man, is profusely scattered in our way. Weenjoy 'the benign religion of the Prince of Peace" unmolestedby tyranny and oppression; "we enjoy a taimate temperate,salubrious, and healthful, and as much liberty and independenceas is consistent withtthe nature of man."Let us compare this with the situation of some other nations,who are stituated in, and subject to all the malignant disorders and
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invonveniences of the burning zone; or freezing beyond the
influence of the grand huminary of day on whom, "the star of
Bethlehem" never shone, and whose fairest prospects mre
poverty, wretchedness and slavery.

In drawing a conttast likE this, shall we not delight to
nakeAmention of all his wondrous works, while our hearts, if
moz adamantine, cannot but feel a desire to bless his holy
name, and are ready to acknowledge it the greatest ingratitude
not to render him our thankful and constatt services, for his
goodness to us, and for those distinguished favors, which we
areppermitted through his beneficent!lhand to enjoy. I cannot
obnelude this paragraph, without calling upon you to seek the
Lort in the days of your youth, before the stroke of death, to
whi,,c7h, you are every moment liable, shall deprive you of that
invaluable privilege. Follow, I beseech you, with suitable
hmmility the glorious examples and heavenly precepts of the
divine Philanthropist of Nazareth; which, when all the vanities
of this life shall disappear like an empty, vision, will be the
only comfort to make your passage throughtthe Mats of death,
free from the most unhappy consequences. I conclude this
arricle, by wishing that we may all, thro' a glorious Mediator,
when the last trump shall sound, be found of our God in peace.

7'

Should I next proceed to mention the duty to our parents,
I believe you cannot otherwise, than consider it necessary in-
culcation; "for certainly next to our. Creator, our parents
demand our greatest respect and veneration." To neglect or
despise their counsels, discovers the baseness of a depraved
mind, in atrocious and truly detestable colours. To slight
or be indifferent as to their happiness, is the most ungen-
erous ingratitude; but ta render their lives unhappy by a
vicious, irregular, licentious course of conduct, is still
more abusive, and barbarously wicked.

Let us recollect for a. moment the pains they have taken
to enlarge our understandings, subdue our passions, and to
qualify our minds to pursue a virtuous course of conduct,
withikt fatliingdinto the many snares and temptations, with
which we are liable to be assaulted. Let us recollect the
many opportunities they have generally afforded us to improve
in every thing, that is good, useful, and virtuous, and their
care in providing us with teachers, capable of improving our
minds in religion,and science.

In receiving kindnesses like these, our hearts, if not
dead to sense of feeling, must dilate in grateful respect to
those generous protectors of our infant days--while we
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feel a resolution, strictly to obey the divine command which
enjoins those duties, we owe them by the ties of nature.
humbly looking to heaven, for the blessing thereto annexed.
In fine, may we all be so happy, as to inherit the virtues
of our parents, that whenever they shall quit the stage, we
may fill their places with dignity, prove ourselves worthy
of our birthright, and ornamental blessings to society.

Fraternal and sisterly love appears next to demand our
attention, and may be treated with propriety as a subject
of importance. For what can bear a nearer resemblance to
celestial ()Liss than a family of brothers and sisters, united
in the grand object of promoting each other's happiness, and
carefully exercising,every faculty to cultivate harmony and
love?

Who can behold a sight like this, but with pleasure,
when they consider, that it does not generally stop within
the family circle, but extends its happy influence to society?
Where each member ought to consider himself connected with
the others by every fraternal tie.

On the other hand, every thing contrary to fraternal
and sisterly love, tends to envy, jealousy and discord, which
too often produce the most unhappy effects. If we consider
the justness of the foregoing remarks,

9

shall we not all of us, but more especially those, who are
connected by the ties of consanguinity, unite in cultivating
a virtue, which would inevitably produce the most happy
consequences?

I would now open my mind to you, upon education, which
has been the subjct of several recent addresses. Viewing a
good education of high importance, I caanot forbear adding
a few words, to impress its value on your minds by endeavouring
to make it appear, what it really is, when rightly improved,
a great and invaluable blessing.

As I have given you instruction upon several branches,
believe it will be proper at this time and under this article

to make a regular division, in order to prove, that they
respectively afford ample reward for the time and trouble
spent in their acquisition.

In the first place, Reading is an art of such universally
acknowledged importance, that, I shall readily suppose, very
little need to be said in the recommendation of that, without
which, you must be entirely ignorant as to literary knowledge,
and useless members of society. It is by the help of this
art, we are enabled to review the past ages of the world, and
reflect on its various changes; and by the means of this,
youth can in a measure, acquire the wisdom of age.
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It likewise affords us the satisfaction of searching the
divine volume for ourselves, which enables us from our own
observation to become acquainted with out several duties to
God and our fellow men.

Writing is a very useful and necessary art; by the help
of which we are enabled to communicate our thoughts without
the assistance of verbal sounds, "to understand without the
aid of hearing," and to continue an acquaintance, even, when
it is impossible to have verbal interviews. It is likewise
very necessary for every person in managing those affairs,
which naturally arise in domestic life, and in almost all
social occurrences. This art calls aloud for its assistants,,
Iptiling, and grammar; the former, that is may appear decent
and intelligibké,the latter, that it may be founded in pro-
priety, and communicative of those ideas, we would wish to
express.

Arithmetic is a very useful science in making computations
of every kind.

Geography, or a knowledge of the globe, which we inhabit,
is beautiful, agreeable, and extensively useful to all persons,
who may wish to extend their knowledge beyond the circle of
common domestic affairs.

Astronomy, which we find connected

11

with Geography, is a sublime and useful science; it is well
calculated to exercise the mind upon the greatness of the
Almighty's power, in creating and moving the heavenly bodies,
and is well adapted to humble the proud heart of man.

The art of Speaking is necessary, that we may be able
to correct bad gesturing habits, and that we may communicate
our ideas with gracefulness, and dignity.

I trust, that what I have said upon the above branches, is
sufficient to excite you to endeavour rather to improve as you
have opportunity, than by an indifferent, neglect to lose what
you have already acquired.

Exercising by questions upon those branches you have
studied, as practised by me the season past, may be easily
carried into the several families to which you belong, by
your exercising each other. This may be made serviceable to
you on several accounts; it will be useful to keep fresh in
your mind, what you have already acquired, to keep your learning
good, and will enable you to communicate to others, what you
know yourselves, and to answer trifling questions which
naturally arise upon literary subjects.

The destructive consequences which
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idleness naturally produces in the world of mankind, may
perhaps justify me in making a few observations on the proper
employment of time. Seneca says, that "our lives are either
spent in doing nothing at all, in doing nothing to the purpose,
or else in doing nothing that we ought to do." Although an
imputation like this may at first appear severe, yet, I fear
if we were to take an impartial view of our lives, we should
have too much reason to acknowledge the justness of the author's
censure. Lest it should be applicable to us, let us endeavor
to improve the few remaining hours allotted to our trust in
such a manner, that we may be able and willing to give an
account unto God, having added to the measure of our talents
to that degree, that we may receive the reward of, well done
good and faithful, and enter into the blessings of immortality.
Let none of us plead the want of ability, remembering, that
laudable "ambition and industry overcome the greatest obstacles;"
and may each of us endeavor to gain the mastery in all matters
of excellence and virtue, knowing that a contentment in mediocrity
indicates both indolence and imbecility. In the employment of
your time, I would recommend a strict regard to method, while
I would warn you to shun the evils of procrastination. If we
improve our time properly, we shall always find a portion to
spend in the more imme-

13

diate service of our Maker, and another for the improvement of
our minds; and for the benefit of others; and thus we shall
find none to spend, in vice ar unnecessary recreations.

I likewise feel anxious, that you should strictly regard
truth and sincerity. Truth is a virtue, which when adhered to
and practised, produces the most happy effects; but when re-
volted from,the most pernicious consequences. Without truth
there can be no safe society between man and man.--Falshood
is a bane to social happiness; it prevents all the agreeable
consequences of verbal intercourse.

I will now conclude my catalogue of distinct articles, by
urging on your mind, the importance of contentment. After all
your improvements if you still indulge a discontented disposition,
you will be truly miserable. You will be unhappy in yourselves,
and disagreeable to all, with whom you may be connectrA. There-
fore let us bahish discontent, while we would be as happy as
possible ourselves, and a blessing to society.

My. Young Friends,
As you have now entered upon the tempestuous sea of life,

and will probably have to encounter many storms of danger and
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disappointment, let me beseech you to exercise due caution in
shunning the horrible rocks of vice, and the numerous shoals
and quicksands of pleasure and temptation.--Take religion for
Your compass and director, truth for your pilot, love and
contentment for your companions; aim at the greatest glory of
your heavenly Father, and you may with propriety look for the
haven of perfect happiness in the world to come.

We have now arrived at the parting point; believe me, it
is of those, endeared by every tie of the most sincere friend-
ship, that I now take my leave, perhaps never more to behold.
The very thought is painful to my heart, but providence com-
mands, and we obey, At this moment, it would be ungrateful
in me, not to tender a thankful acknowledgment, for the many
favors, I have received fromyyou, and for that docility, which
has ever happily facilitated my labors.

I request of you to overlook whatever errors I may have
committed. I shall only add, that I have a permanent desire
for your future prosperity and happiness, and if providence
should determine, that I never behold you more, this side the
eternal world, I wish you well through the various vicissitudes
of this mortal life, and a blessed immortality, when time shall
be no more.--FAREWELL.
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ADDRESS.

The interests of Education are the highest inter asts of
Man. But by Education we understand something more than a
skill in letters, or the accumulation of knowledge. It is the
formation of character, and the training of mankind to virtue
and happiness. To give force and elevation to the mind, to
quicken and unfold its powers, to enrich it with the wisdom of
past ages, to inspire it with self-reverence, and a dread of
nothing so much as its own degradation, to fill it with just
and ennobling views of God, and duty, and immortality--this
is Education. And the fruits of Education thus defined, may
be observed in the various forms of power, with which it every
where arms us. It is through this, that mind obtains its
empire over physical strength, subdues the universe, and renders
its mightiest elements subservient to its will. By this magic
energy it disarms the lightning--traverses the ocean with as
much security as a common highway--overcomes the strength of
the everlasting hills--contends with the winds in the celerity,
with which it communicates knowledge--makes the wilderness to
bud and blossom as tite garden of the Lord, and employs fire,
and cold, and vapor, to multiply new and enduring monuments
of its Skill.
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But there is another form of intellectual power conferred
by Education, which is even more fascinating than this:--we
allude to the influence, which it enables mind to exert over
mindthe simple, spiritual influence, through which a solitary
enlightened understanding becomes a well-spring of light and
knowledge unto millionsmakes itself felt by a worldimpresses
its thoughts and syApathies upon distant generationscalls into
action hidden powers and resources--communicates fresh impulses
to society--awakens men to a new consciousness of their rights
and proper destiny, stimulates them to an undying perseverance
in high and holy purposes, and succeeds in identifying itself
with the illumination and freedom, the purity and happiness of
the species, throughout all ages.

We have yet, however, to refer to the most precious of all
thecresults of Education--and this is the power, which it gives
us over ourselves,--the capacity to understand and regulate the
nature, which God has given us--to restrain its savage passions,
and to perceive and direct its celestial energies. It is through
this power, that we submit to law, respect right, rise superior
to pleasure or pain, withstand temptation, sustain sorrow, defy
danger, and cling with unfaltering confidence to truth and duty.
It is-through this power, that the whispers of conscience are
rendered more audible, than the shouts of a multitude in the
way of evil, and its still small voice is always more impressive,
than the noise of many thunders, which would terrify and drive it
from rectitude. It is through this, that the soul can be turned
in upon itself--made to realize its origin and its glorious
destiny, and then before its ap-
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palling sense of accountability, to humble its barriers of pride,
and to bring itself to a calm and soleur survey of the whole field
of its responsibility. Now, in this world of sense and suffering,
amid all its gross allurements and bewildering influences, how
inestimable is the power, by which we can raise our minds to an
invisible Ueity, recognize our relation to him, make him the su-
preme object of affection and reverence, and his will the rule of
duty and highest law of the soul, We repeat then that virtuous
self-discipline, a capacity to war victoriously with the foes in

our own bosoms, to emanicpate the soul from the tyranny of the
passions, and to enrich it with a just and sufficient knowledge
of God, is the first and highest end of Education.

In comparison with the past, it is usual to denominate the
present an enlightened age. And there can be no doubt, that it
is remarkable for great and obvious improvements in the facilities
for communicating knowledge, and for the great mass of moral and
physical truth, which is actually diffused among all the ranks of
society. Institutions for the education of the poor have been
multiplied, beyond all former precedent; and yet these rrovisions
have no where been equal to the necessity which called for them;
and it requires a constant and earnest exertion to prevent the
perpetually increasing wants of society, from creating the most
lamentable deficiency.'

In the kingdom of France, it is but a few years since, that
the startling fact was officially announced, after a cautious
investigation, that there was but a proportion of one in every
thirty-five of the whole population, that received any sort of
education! And in Great Britain and Ireland, it
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was satisfactorily ascertained, and so reported to Parliament,
that there was an aggregate of three thousand five hundred
parishes, which were w;thout the vestige of a school! "having
no more means of education, than were to be found in a countryof Hottentots.? And here the singular fact may be noticed, that
Middlesex, the great Metropolitan county of England, embracing
the city of London, with its million of inhabitants and its
princely charities and from which we might have supposed, that
light would have been as naturally dispensed as from the sun, wasyet found to be, in the ratio of three to one,-worse educated thanall the rest of the kingdom! and was fairly pronounced to be,beyond all dispute, the worst educated part of Christendom.

If it be true, that in some parts of our own widely extended
country, useful learning is diffused among the people, with a mostadmirable equality, there can be as little question, that thereare other portions, in which the room for improvement in this
particular, is at this moment, at least as ample, as in any otherpart of the civilized world. The spirit of enterprize is howeveralready abroad in this walk of benevolence. Here and everywhere, the most strenuous efforts are making, to remove the ob-stacles in the way of general education. The days of ignorance,
tuperstition and tyranny are fast passing away.--Science and moraltruth have left solitude and narrow cells, to take up their abode
with the multitude; and philanthropy rejoices in the conscious
possession of a growing power to disseminate intelligence and
virtue, freedom and happines,, which shall be without limit andWithout end.

If there be any point, upon which the people

7

of this country should agree to regard with indulgence a liberal
construction of constitutional power, in a fair application of
the national resources, it ought to be upon the subject of Edu-cation. Who does not feel that this nation's mind is of more
value than its dark and howling forests? Nor are we either so
much the slaves of wealth, or as yet so dazzled, and bewildered,
and unfitted for practical life by the coruscations of genius, asto quarrel with our rulers, if they should by any means bartergold for intellect.

And here I should be doing great injustice to my own con-victions, did I fail to draw your attention to the institution
of Sunday Schools, as constituting a most efficient auxiliary,
in the great cause of human improvement. They are especially
designed for the communication of Christian instruction, and arethus calculated to supply a most extraordinary imperfection in
most of the present systems of public Education. That the chil-dren of Christian parents, in a Christian community, should becarelessly or purposely left without any provision for their
initiation into the simplest elements of religious knowledge, issurely a state of things, which no reflecting mind can contemplatewithout solicitude. To say that this species of training mustbe left to domestic discretion and vigilance, is in many instances,to say that children must be left to pick up their religion amid
ignorance and depravity--that they must be content to receive suchspiritual training, as can be expected from those, with whom weknow that there is neither virtue nor watchfulness.

But -le think, that it should confirm and strengthen our trustin God, and renew our confidence in the permanence -nd final tri-umph of his religion, to
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obsurve how perpetually and silently, the schemes of the artful
and the delinquencies of the thoughtless are provided for, and
overruled to the production of the most imposing and glorious
results.

We feel that the communication of moral and religious truth
to the young, and especially to the children of the poor, is among
the most essential and serious of the responsibilities, with which
we are charged. The institution of Sunday Schools is a delightful
provision for effecting something in this way,--perhaps it in the
very best provision, which the present state of society will ad-
mit of; and we rely with strong confidence on its ultimately pro-
ducing a mighty renovation in the moral aspect of the world. But
still, it is not to be denied, that there is at present an apathy
prevailing on the subject of Christian education, even among the
most enlightened classes around us, which to every mind of re-
ligious sensiblity and reflection, is frightful. It may be well
to say, that amid the conflicting views of Christian sects it
would be vain to hope for any such provision for religious in-
struction in a public system of Education, as would be satisfactory
to all parties, and that therefore the attempt has been wisely
abandoned. But is not this a Christian country? Are not its
laws and manners founded upon a tacit confession of the Christian
faith? Are not our people earnestly and zealously engaged in
adorning the land, with the munificent fruits of Christian lib-
erality? And is it not then reasonable and right to expect, that
no institution drawing its sustenance from the common treasury,
should exert an influence, revolting to the moral sense or hostile
to the general views and correct feelings of this community? And
that those, to whom are committed the high

9

and sacred trust of forming the opinions of the young, should be
men, whose characters would afford a sufficient guarantee, that
from them at least, the interests of religion should sustain
neither outrage nor injury.

Let it now be inquired whether any sufficient watchfulness
is exerted or reasonable solicitude indulged upon these points.
I appeal to the guardians of the public interest and safety, by
all the solemnities under which power is exercised, to say, whether
in the appointment of instructers of youth, anyvrespect has been
observed, or even thought of, for the parental anxiety, the
Christian principles, and eternal hopes of a Christia!; people?
I appeal to the parents of youth, with a perfect consciousness
of their comparative helplessness under the necessity which is
upon them, of embracing such opportunities of education as are
within their reach;, but I appeal to them to say, whether, when
satisfied that an influence was at work among the young, injurious
to the best interests of society, and utterly ruinous to their
own purest and long cherished hopes; whether they have been justly
impressed with the enormity of the evil! Whether they have as
yet given to it, that deep and enduring consideration, of which
it is so eminently worthy! Whether they have labored to remove
the nuisance, with the earnestness and fearless honesty, which
were due to themselves, as citizens and Christian parents!

0! how disastrous is the influence which genius and learning
confer, if it be exerted to disturb men's trust in their Creator;
to unsettle the foundations of religious duty; to destroy all
reverence for sacred institutions, and to loosen the bands of
society, by releasing the young from all the
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restraints, which a sense of accountability, and of the loveliness
of Christian virtue are known to impose. 0! how fiendlike is it
to employ a teacher's power, not to guide the young, with meek
enthusiam along the path of truth; not to cherish those sacred
convictions which ennoble character; not to inspire the mind with
admiration for what is great and good and venerable in the history
of its race; not to breathe into it a sympathy with moral beauty
and grandeur, a love of virtue, and a perpetual thirst for some-
thing higher and purer and nobler, than it has yet attained; bet
rather to nurse and direct the bitterest feelings of revolt and
disdain against every arrangement, which the experience of the
good has hallowed! to blight piety in the bud; and by a look
and a sneer, to destroy utterly and forever all the inestimable
fruits of a Christian mother's prayers and toil!

I can conceive of no injury to society so serious as this.
I can conceive of no injury so serious and unpardonable, as he
inflicts, who labors to seduce the young into an abandonment of
all the restraining sanctions of religion; who seeks to destroy
the very influence of goodness, by constantly deriding all the
illustrious names, who have united a reverence for the Deity,
with their distinction among men; with whom Johnson and Newton,
Locke, and Bacon and Boyle, Hale, and Jones and Cowper, are all
drivelling bigots; who, with a cant of respect upon his lips for
the oracles of truth, is forever quoting them with a profane and
vulgar licence; who teaches, directly, and indirectly, that the
Sabbaths and the ordinances of God, are senseless impositions
upon human credulity, that prayer is a mockery--if there be a
God--and if there be no God--"what then?"

1 1

Aye, we ask it, what then? Let but our'land be cursed of God
with a prevalence of such gross delusions as these, and the con-
vulsions of society would every where, and quickly tell you,
what then! Let but our young men be taught to beleive, that the
doctrine of human immortality with its imposing associations is
all a fable; that human existence has no eternal purpose; that
man is no more than we see him, now the creature of chance, and
soon to perish forever; that oaths have no obligation but ex-
pediency: that the poor and the feelbe have no unseen and un-
failing friend; that the desolate orphan has no guardian, and
that secret crimes are never known in Heaven; and then how speedily
would injustice and remorseless rapacity, sensuality and reckless
selfishness trample on all the barriers of law and right and
involve the righteous and the wicked in irretrievable perils
and disordee.

Let us then my friends approach the Throne of Mercy with our
united and fervent prayers; let us besiege it by night and by
day, that we may be delivered from the dreadful and blighting
influence of ail heartless and insidious scoffers in our places
of education. And let us resolve to go forth to our duty in
life, with the solemn purpose of rescuing, so far as the power
may be given us, the nurslings of penury, from the darkness of
ignorance, and from all debasing and poisonous associations. We
can never begin the work of education too early; let me control
the fountain, and you must take the stream, as I yield it to
you. The impressionseof right and wrong received in infancy are
as we all know, by far the most durable, that are ever made upon
us. And, indeed, while every thing around me, appears to bear the
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marks of obliteration and decay, and I am hourly, made to
realize with reournful feelings, the unavoidable and wasting
influence of time: while the friedds whom I have lev@d, ar'.e
sinking into the tomb, and every monument of early joy, and
early labors is mouldering away: while the learned lessons
of the schools are more and more forgotten, the principles
which my mother gave me, and the hopes which she inspired,
they alone are found to brighten and expand, to grow purer
and stronger, as I advance upon the exhausting Journey of
life.

In this connexftn, the utility of that most interesting
charity, in behalf of which it is my privilege to address you,
will be fairly perceived. The institution of Infant Schools,
is decidedly amone the most extraordinary and delightful
manifestations of that untiring spirit of benevolence, for
which this stirring age is remarkable. The extensive and
absolute depravity of children at a very early age, in all
dense populations, had long been a subject of general lamenta-
tiee. So confirmed, in many instances, is their taste and
tendency to evil, before the age, at which they can be re-
ceived into our common schools, that the sanitary influence
there exerted is totally lost upon them. Houses of Refuge
were provided for such juvenile offenders, as crime had sub-
jected to the stern notice of the law. But still it was felt,
that the root of the evil had not been encountered, when the
idea was suggested that these children might, in a great
measure, be removed from their corruOging atmosphere, as soon
as they could speak; that the work of education might be
commenced as early as the age of two years; that the mind
might be taken possession

13

of, while it was yet a stainless tablet, and indelibly stamped
with characters of "Love to God and charity to men." The
effort has succeeded, beyond the fondest anticipations of
philanthropy. Parents, whose daily toil provides for the
necessities of life, gladly yield their infants to safer
keeping, than they could give them. And while the eweetened
tempers and docile manners of these little innocents, bind
them with new ties to the authors of their being, it is farirly
to be hoped, that their increased and unlooked for intelligence,
and the morel tone and èlevation of their very sports, may
operate wite e reflex and most wholesome energy upon the rugged
natures of the parents themselves. And how soothing is it, to
every benevolent sensibility, to reflect how vastly the ordinary
perils of infaecy are removed by these schools. Painful accidents,
.oathsome and lingering diseases, and premature and violent deaths,
which so often result from exposure and sheer neglect, are here
guarded agaitnyt, so far as human prudence can avoid any thing. In

short, we ar, assured, that wherever these schools have been
established out of our own Charleston, they have immediately
attracted the general notice, and ranked among the most popular
charities of the day. Here, however, it is humiliating to saY,
that our's has hitherto failed to secure anything like a
reasonable share of patronage. And its immediate friends after
struggling on with wonderful success, under their means of
operation, have at last found themselves unable to advance
farther, and the institution is actually threatened with an
entire dissolution. To avert this, we must appeal to your
sympathy, for some present and efficient aid. To secure your
permanent co-opera-
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tion in our labor, we have but to invite you to visit our
school. We tender this invitation upon the animating pledge,
that no mind susceptible of the pure d refined emotions of
humanity, can possibly do so, without receiving a measure of
gratification, of which those who have never witnessed our
progress, can form no adequate conception.

This then is an appeal to you, in behalf of helpless and
neglected infants! Yes, we appeal to you, for the means of
assisting the poor, promoting honest industry, instructing the
ignorant, training the forlorn children of poverty for the enjoy-
ments and duties of life, and inspiring them with hopes full of
immortality.--And if there be a heart among you, which looks
abroad with melancholy and alarm upon the fearful prevalence of
sin and sorrow, and which instinctively asks, how this state of
things can possibly be remedied, to you would I appeal, for the
means of giving Christian instruction to the young: and if there
be a heart among you, that bleeds when it contemplates the
blighting ravages of intemperance, (that mother of calamity and
crime,) which are to be observed on every side of usthe de-
graded, houseless and weeping families--the wrecked understanding--
the polluted heart--the conscience seared and defiled, and the
soul perhaps eternally undone-0 to you would I appeal, to aid
us in the most likely of all meansto revolutionize the habits of
society, by training the young from the dawn of life, to regard
every anproach to intemperance, as the most dreadful of all things.

We feel it clearly and strongly, and would so impress you,
that in this cause of youthful instruction, is involved the
moral destiny of our country.

15

In it are involved not only the present peace and harmony and
happiness of society, but the everlasting interests of men. We
pray you therefore, to remember that when we ask your charity,
it is not merely to train these infants formthe ephemeral dis-
tinctions of time, for in our seeme of Christian instruction
there is something infinitely more worthy of our regard than this
--We know that the laurels of victory will fade upon the brow of
the conqueror, and the loudest notes of his triumph will die away;
the splendid trophies of learning and eloquence will be forgotten,
and the proudest monuments of human art will crumble into ruins,
but ti'e immortal mind with its sacred affections can never die
We therefore throw our infant charge upon your liberality, that
they may be prepared for the enjoyment of Heaven, through the
wasteless ages of Eternity.--And now,With unwavering trust in
God, let us pour forth our united prayers, that he will continue
to spread the lights of civilization and knowledge, of liberty
and religinn, until they shall cover all nations and be trans-
mitted tc the remotest ages.
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"Education is one of the most inportant things that can engage the attenUon
of man. It is the modelling or moulding of the rising generation in such a
manner as will be conducive to their happiness and the neglsct of it must
tend to the reverse."

"...it is necessary that the seeds of virtue and.every principle that is
honorable to man should be sown early in the spring of life."

"A rigid education is to be preferred to a loose one:"

Describes the best curriculum to accomplish aims of education.

1. Defines the aims of education.

2. Describes the correct curricu1um to accomplish the ends of education.
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EDUCATION, &c.

EDUCATION is one of the most important things that can
engage the attention of man. It is the modelling or mould-
ing of the rising generation in such manner as will be con-
ducive to their happiness, and the neglect of it must tend
to the reverse. It is to the present generation that the fu-
ture will be indebted for all the benefits resulting from cor-
rect education, or the evils emanating from a bad one. The
wise pareilt, or guardian, looks to the future with the eager
expectation of seeing his charge raised and matured to move
in the sphere of life with comfort and honor. To this end
he shapes the youthful mind, habits and inclinations, en-
couraging every principle that is calculated to dignify man,
and restraining every vicious debasing propensity.

In pursuing this subject it may be observed, First, That
attention to education ought to commence as early as reason
begins to dawn upon the infant mind, or intellect appears,
which is much earlier than many imagine. The tender plant
is most easily bent while young, and whilst the infantile
ideas shoot forth in their native wildness, before the faculty
of speech assist the inquiring babe, or explain its little
wants, even then the propensities incident to our nature begin
to exhibit themselves, and if unrestrained, will have a lasting
influence upon future life and conduct. It is hardly to be
told how early in life the foundation of habit is laid: the
suckling recO"ftves its first impressions with its mother's milk,
and its first principles are formed at the breast. The in-
creasing necessities of the child give occasion for the kind
attention of the nurse or parent, and facilitate the opening
of the mind; thus, its habits become stamped by a mother's
tenderness, and the effect is lasting as life.

2d. As the first part of education devolves upon the
nurse, or mother, too much care cannot be had in the choice
of the former, and too much attention cannot be paid to the
cultivation of the female mind, which is destined to dis=
charge,or neglect, the duties of the latter, But it is la-
mentably true, that dhildren are often submitted to the care
or neglect of the most worthless, whose principles they im-
bibe, as naturally as they inhale their breath. Equally
true it is, that those who by nature are destined to be mo-
thers, are frequently occupied from their youth with little
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more than the follies, vanities, and the false pleasures of
the alluring world, Where this is the cabe in the parent,
the child will be neglected; for the youthful mind cannot
be fed from an empty store. If mental poverty be the mo-
ther's lot, she cannot impart what she does not possess--the
riches of the mind.

3d. In the management of children, every reasonable in-
dulgence should be given to their desires. Their natural
wants ought tO be prevented, or supplied, if possible, be-
fore neglect create ill humour; for when R child once per-
ceives that perverseness is the road to gratification, he will
not fail to reduce the experiment to pracke, and thus
peevish temper becomes habitual. Above all things, a per-
verse humour ought not to be gratified: it is the way to
kill a child's peace, and to interrupt all domestic enjoy-
ment. When a child practically learns that unreasonable
desires are not to be gratified, they cease to agitate his
hopes and fears, and he ceases to worry and weary the
thoughtful parent. When a child of years too tender for
correction is overcome by its humour, and nothing will pa-
cify but what is not proper to be given at the time, it is
good to divert the child s attention to other objects, by a
temporary change of place, till a placid state of temper re-
turn, and then every reasonable indulgence may be shown.
One unreasonable gratification creates the expectation of
another, so that when a parent becomes wearied into com-
pliance, the way is paved for everlasting submission to the
child

It is not enough that vicious habits be nipped in the
bud, and that the excresences which deform our nature be cut
in time: it is necessary that the seeds of virtue, and every
principle that is honorable to man, should be sown early
in the spring of life. Where seed-time is neglected, the
time of harvest will bring no joy; but noxious weeds are
sure to over-run where nothing better occupies the ground.
The mind of man is ever on the alert, seeking objects of
gratification; and as the objects that engage the attention
have either a debasing tendency or the opposite effect, it
remains a matter of the greatest importance that a relish
for the most innocent enjoyments be early engrafted. Vi-
cious old age, the effect of early neglect, is a sight too re-
volting to every just sentiment not to be a lesson to those who
have the care of youth, and superintend the cultivation of the
mind.

5th. As truth is the foundation of every virtue, and the
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essence of every correct sentiment, the love of truth shouldbe diligently cultivated in youth. Truth is the prime in-gredient of justice; tae justice and truth, correctprinciples are no more, but te mind resembles a cage ofhateful birds. It is Of the first importance that the parentor nurse never be found itiolating the laws of truth; for onesingle instance of prevarication is sufficient to justify a thou-sand in the child: when once the licence of precedent istaken, the greatest efforts will hardly be sufficient to coun-teract its effects. If parents and nurses were sufficiently
convinced of this, they would not dare to speak a falsehoodin the ear of a child, much less would they manage theircharge by the rule of deceit, false promises, and threateningsthat never take effect. Example will always be found strongerthan precept.

6th, A generous and benevolent disposition is a thing tobe cultivated early in youth. It is this which expands themind, leads it to participate in others' enjoyments, and f.?.elwith a peculiar pleasure the sensations of those whom itrelieves, or whose happiness it promotes. Generosity isthe essence of vliteness, and without it formal ceremoniesare dry, stiff, unmeaning, and even disgusting. Contract-ed, and confined within its narrow self, a soul without ge-
nerosity must pine in mental wretchedness. To acts of kindnessand good-will should be edded a generous reglect of injOries.Where provocations, which a.e incflent to all, meet a revenge-ful disposition, peace is driven from the breast, and allpleasure is destroyed, except the savage pleasure of makinganother miserable as one's self. Revenge is the child of
ignorance, folly, and<pride. A thing of such mean descentought not to be reckoned honorable to man.

7th. Youth should be taught betimes to form a right es-timate of himself. The over-rating, or under-valuing ofone's abilities, is attended with great disappointment, orother disadvantages. If we'form too low an opinion of ourabilities we shall be constantly deterred from enterprise,and the power:: we possess will be useless, for want of aspirit to set them in motion. But when we make our es-
timate above value, wz: find, to our great disappointment,
that it will not pass current with the world, but will gain usonly contempt; for nothing is more disgusting to the well-informed than "pride, the never-failing vice of fools."--
Besides, too high an estimation of ourselves, gives birth to

1*
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that restless ambition which thinks nothing good enoughand prompts its slave to relinquish many a favorable situationbefore he has taken time to realize its advantages.8th. A decent and affable behaviour is the consequenceof a just estimate of ourselves. When our worth exists onlyin our own imagination, a haughteryor insolent manner isa matter of course. This ought ever to be checked in youth,and the opposite qualities encouraged. A haughty behaviouris a great disadvantage, and where it becomes settled habit,is a great unhappiness. To render life easy and agreeable,cheerfulness must predominate over the mind.9th. As education has in view the future happiness aliocomfort of the rising generation, it is good that economy bepractically taught as an essential part of education. Whereeconomy is wanting, no estate will be found sufficient, butgood management renders the smallest means adequate to ourreal wants. Desire creates want, and if the desires ofyouth be suffered to run to gratification in every extreme,the wants of age will bring poverty and perplexity of mind.The reverses of fortune, aloneorought to be sufficient toteach us, that economy is not to be despised, even by themost affluent. Besides, what extravagance wastes mightbe turned to mora noble gratification in the way of benevo-lence. Youth, then, should be taught to follow naeurerather than fancy; to leave artificdal wants to the devoteesof false pleasure; to desire no more than what is really ne-cessary; to waste nothing, and to avoid extra charges, mis-reckoniris and law-expenses, by paying ready money.lOth It is of the greatest importan that parents con-duct themeelves towars their dhildren, in . manner thatwill ensure their respect. This is absolutely necessary tothe enforcing of parental authority, and the m-intaining ofdomestic order. Parents should never let any of theirwords fall to the ground. Their words and their actionsought always to correspond with each other, that childrenmay know what to expect and what to fear. Some parentsare ever promising and threatening, but rarely performing.It is good to promise little, and perform more. A foolishfondness, which is often connected in the same person witha harrassing humour, in contrast, should be studiously avoid-ed. The operation of the one will be sure to destroy the in-fluence el' the other, so that contempt of disregard will ensue.Abeve all, a contemptuous behaviour towards parents oughtnot to be allowed, no, not for a moment.

4
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llth. A rigid education is to be preferred to a loose one.
As rigid discipline makes the best soldier, so the strictest
education produces the finest effect. It will be found by
observation, that those persons, whose education has been
attended with the greatest strictness, are the happiest, the
best informed, and know best how to behave agreeably among
men. If youth be unccustomed to restraint, correction, or
the exercise of patience, he is not only disqualified for
any thing like steady application to study or business, but
he finds, on launching out into the world, that nothing is
made to suit his habits and inclinations, the world will not
bend to his humour, and he meets with disappointment and
chagrin from every quarter. To ease himself of his vexations
he has recourse to dissipation, with flattering and ruinous
companions, It is thus that many parents train their childv'en,
in a manner that brings ruin to them, and abqndance of grief
to the parent. Let it not be said here, . the rigid
discipline of youth checks the growing spi: , of liberty;
the love of liberty is inseparable from a love of justice,
and is the companion of good sense and correct principles.
Liberty that goes beyond justice is an abuse of the name, ,

and will meet with disappointment. But that kind of tducation
which tends to dissipation is one of the greatest enemies
that liberty has. The debasing influence of dissipation is
sufficient to sink any nation, in the course of time, into
a state of political slavery.

12th. Company is a thing of such powerful influence in
forming the habits of youth, that attention to it ought not
to be neglected by the parent. Man is a social creature,
and without socitty his enjoyments would be very contract-
ed indeed. It wz,uld be vain to think of depriving youth
of this privilege; but it is necessary that parents Should
keep an eye upon his companions, lest his ruin be inevitable.
There is something in virtue, and in every excellence, that
serves as a reproach to those who are destitute of it, and
makes them not content till they have robbed the possessor of
all that is valuable in his character, and rendered him wretth-
ed as themselves. The unsuspecting generosity of youth is
not aware of this; he rushes into society with avidity, and of-
t e. without prudent discriminat;on, when notning but the
experience of a watchful parent can save him from the fasci-
nating influence of t'ne. unprincipled. The caution and
care. the advice and authority of parents ought not to be
used spartingly-An respect to the choice of youthful com-
panions for their childrin. The assimilating influence of
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society is such, that parents may have their children form-ed to any pattern they please, and the best ought to be se-lected.
13th. Attention to the literary acquirements of youthis a thing of such importance, that none can be excused in

neglecting-it. To say nothing of the importance of learn-
ing in facilitating the discharge of business, it opens theeyes to knowledge; it gives exercise, and of course, energyto the mind, and prepares it for close application to theacquir-ments of any particular branch of knowledge. Li-
terature raises the mind above that of the grovelling illi-
terate, and attaches respect to the person who is favoredby it. Parents are sometimes too parsimonious in givingr,their children literary education. They ought not to
think they have given them learning enough, so long as
their circumstances will justify greater liberality. With alittle learning many are vain, and appear foolish, who, witha greater portion of it, would be modest and cnassumin§.
Now, in order that youth may gain as large a portion of
education as possible, t is necessary to use economy with
time. Let the first rudiments be taught early as possible,
that the time be not occupied with them which should be
given to the more difficult branches. The reason why
much is often spent and tittle acquired in learning is earlyneglect. If the health, or the tender years of a child,render close attention at school impraper, tuition at homeshould not be neglected. Not that the child should be
constantly bent down to the book, this is quite unnecessary;a regular course of lessons is slfficient in the first in-
stance, and will be attended with much more beneficial
effects than a rigid attention at once. By initiating a childinto the literary path through lenient 'measures, that dis-gust to all study may be prevented, which has very often apernicious effect, occasioning great trouble to both parentand teacher. A regular course of lessons by the parent,
or private tutor, willbe only a partial relaxation from the
playful exercises of childhood, the necessary attendant ofhealth. But when a chilCs age and health will justify a
close attendance at school, nothing ought to interrupt it.--To ensure the greatest success, the parent and the teacher
should unite in Vre business. The parent ought to dis-
courage every dislike of the teacher; and when a scholar
runs away from school, the parent would do well to curtail
his pleasures, the inducements to his conduct. Abve allthings, the parent ought no to show the least disrespect to
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the teacher; in such case, the learner's studies would be
almost at a stand. Nothing makes study so heavy as a
want of respect toward the teacher, and a confidence in his
abilities. If a parent be not satisfied with a teacher, it is
good to conceal it from the scholar; and if removal be
necessary, the scholar should not know the cause. It is
the pupil's business to learn and to obey; but when he
considers himself of greater importance than is proper, his
conduct will be any thing but what it ought to be; the pa-
tience of the teacher will become exhausted, and the effect
will be the areat injury of teacher, pupil, and parent.

14th. The order of the pupil's studies is a thing not to
be neglected by the parent. If the time be spent in ac-
quiring things o minor importance which ought to be devotedto things of the first consequence, the parent may see his
error too late. To prevent this, it would be well for the
parent to consult the opinions of those who have acquired
the best share of education; in case his own information be
insufficient. It sometimes happens that a scholar is burdened
with too many studies at once to pursue with vigour any one
thing. To avoid this he ought not to commence a second study
before the first be tolerably easy to him. Thus the art of
writing, which, though scarcely worthy of being called a study,
yet as it may serve to divide the child's attention, should
be deferred till he can read with facility any easy book. When
writing has become familiar, his attention should be given
principally to English grammar. This is a thing that ought
by no means to be neglected, as the tnt or it would serve to
deter him from theuuse of the pen. The acquirementoef geography,
being little more than amusement, may be attended to at the
same time. Gaography, so necessary to the understanding of
history, or even a newspaper, should never be overlooked.
Without it a person is only like a prisoner at large, whereas
the mind of the geographer travels throargh the world, enjoying
in perspective the whole globe. Arithmetic ought to be com-
menced as soon as the grammatical exercise of parsing has become
easy. Next, fallow measurements and a correct method of keeping
accompts, which ought not to consume too much time. As for
the higher branches of the mathematics, the learner's in-
clination, time, and future situation in life ought to be con-
sulted. The same may be said in regard to Latin. The only
advantage which the latter generalls gives is the better knowl-
edge of the English; and if a pupil be intended to learn Latin, he
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needs not to spend much time with English grammar.--Rhetoric
ought not to be neglected, and the pupil's grammatical and
rhetorical knowledge should be reduced to practice by composition,
and, occasionally, by the exercise of his oratorical powers.
Composition so improves the mind, that a week should not pass
without the production of a letter, a journal, a dialogue, a
few verses, or a short essev on some subject. History, ancient
and modern, ought not to be 4verlooked. The pupil would do
well to compose an eottome of history irom his reading lessons.
Recourse to such an epitome would assist his memory on future
occasionr. A youth should not leave schoo1 till he have ac-
quired some knowledge of the sciences in 7era'. The tuture
improvement of his mind depends very much his ta3te for
the arts and sciences acquired at school. He ought to be
somewhat acquainted with astronomy, electricity, optics,
pneumatics, hydraulics, the mechanic;7.1 powers, and allittle
of any science which may become mater of study after leaving
schtJ1, such as botany, chymistry mineralogy, &T.

15th. The choice of books for youth is a thing which
devolves upon the parent. Youth cannot be expected to
possess sufficient discretion to judge what is proper and
what is injuious to read. Where the parent is wanting in
this respect, it would be well to consult those who are bet-
ter informed. As respects scientific books, little need be
said,for the best treatises are generally well known. In
the selection of other books, care should be taken to
avoid any that may tend to lead as.'de from the paths of
truth and correct morals. It is a maxim with many read-
ers, that in order to be sufficiently acquainted with the
world, it is necessary to read plays, novelt, or romances,
that by seeing vice depicted, we may learn to estimate
mankird aright, and avoid their errors. This, however,
may be disputed, espacially if it be a fact, that every man
possesses the seeds of vice within himself. If this be the
case, the more the mind is accustomed to pictures of vice,
the more inclination to practise it will be felt. In fact,
it is evident in the nature of things, that the exhibition
of vice must be hateful to the mind that reels no pleasure
in the practice of it; whence then is the pleasure which
the advocated of plays and romances find? If the sight
of vice be hateful, it must follow, that the less a person
knows of the world the better, for the more happy he must
be. In a word, whilst the world is inundated with
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books, and is almost groaning v'iith the burden of them,
enough of them may surely be selected for the purpose of
instruction or amusement, without the necessity of taking
those which may have an injurious effect. Book: are like
companions, and may serve tolerably as a sut.stitute for so-
ciety; but bad books, like bad company, should be avoided.
To one who wishes to husband his time with economy, somebooks of amusement or instruction are too lengthy or
unimportant for a close and minute attention. Of this
character are many histories, narratives, voyages, and even
newspapers. Such might be read by deputy, or they would
be proper in reading societies, where one, whose leisure
and curiosity would admit a p; %icular attention, might be
eppointed to communicate the '4 emation, in a cummary
way, to the rest of the society. To profit the more by
weae is read, and to assist the memory, it is good to keep
short memorandums of what is desirable to be recollected
This may be thought too laborious, but habit will make it
easy, and the benefits resulting will repay.

16th. Exercise, whether of body or mind, is a thing that
ought to be promoted or restrained by the discretion of the
parent. The exercise of the body is so essential to heelth,
that in case a youth be designed for any sedentary employ,
his habit should be tempered with sufficient exercise. To
this end, as well as to secure an independency against the
reverses of fortune, it would be well for every youth to de-
vote a part of his time, regularly, in acoe'eing some mecha-
nical art. This might give him sdfficient eeercise tn pro-
mote his health, and render his mind easy when forte
frowns upon him, and robs him of his other patrimony.--
The most wretched of beings is one without a trade, ac-
cestomed to habits which he can no longer support. In
fact, without a proper exercise of body and mind, a person
becomes an idle, dull, stupid creature, void of pleasure in
himself, and disagreeable to every one else. To promote
relaxation from the labours of the body, and corporeal ex-
ercises should serve to sweeten study and every mental
employ. By being thus fully engaged, dissipation, and vice
in general, will be kept at a distance, whilst the idle are al-
most sure to be claimed as their slaves. So long, there-
fore, as health, cheerfulness, and independency of mind are
to be esteemed, corporeal and mental exercises should gohand in hand.
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17th. The subject of religion, being a thing of the first
importance becomes a matter of early tuition with the parent.Every parent is anxious to train his children to the path whichhe prefers in passing from this world to the next; and his zealin this will be in proportion to the importance which he at-taches ta the way he has chosen. It sometimes happens, how-
ever, that this zeal overshoots its mark; for, not unfrequently,it uses those compulsory measures, which, with some mindss
tend to disgust, and end in a deep rooted prejudice against
the thing that would have been chosen and cherished, had
more lenient and persuasive measures been adopted. To donothing,but what is approved of God, or to do whatever isacceptable to him, belongs to the province of religion in everysense of the word. For the satisfaction of every one who is
under such obligation, it Is necessary that understanding takethe lead of other religious exercises. Men worship they"know not what," when they know not why they worshir, ordo this or that. It is good that youth be fully persuaded intheir own mind, and then their religious exercises will be afree-will offering, without which, their religious compliancescannot be acceptable to God, though they may sometimes beapproved of men. When the fears or , frowns of the pa-rent form the only inducement to re3vgious appearances, chil-dren learn to be practical hypocrites. It is thus, that deceit,
which above all things ought to be excluded from religion,
frequently becomes the chief ingredient in it. Parents ought,therefore, to be more zealous to inculcate and perseade thanto compel.

18th. The precedleg observations, though applicable in thefullest sense to males, may apply, as far as practicable to fe-males. Their edecation PuOt by no means to be overlooked orneglected. If we would improve the human family, we mustbegin with the female part. The importance of errect ed-ucation ought to be frequently impressed upon .e minds ofthose who may become mothers; for it is to their care thatthe child will be principally indebted. The field for female
improvement is very large, and is worthy of every mother'sserious attention who is wishful to see her daughters happilysituated in life. Whatever is amiable in the female character,she ought to cultivate with the greatest care and assiduity,
and wieh becoming resolution to remedy every defect as earlyas possible.
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"To make a mere matter of dollars and cents of it, is not the tax of ignorance
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"...that education is the business of government."

Structure and finance of public education; tax base of public education;
practical and liberal curriculum; use of boarding schools.

1. Funding of public, universal education -- governmental tax base.

2. A liberal education is proposed for common school graduates.

3. Plea for boarding schools.

4. Curriculum for trades and agriculture i. discussed.
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TO THE READER.

The following Essays appeared originally in the New-YorkOally Sentinel, and are now published by the editors of thatpaper. They have had a very extensive circulation throughoutthe country, having been copied entire into from ten to fifteendifferent periodicals, and in part into many more.One or two papers, soon after their appearance, denounced
the system of instruction sketched in these Essays as "the wildestfancy that ever entered into the brain of a fanatic;" but thesepapers seem already to repent the.;r unmannerly denunciations,and therefore we abstain from more particularly adverting tothem.

Other periodicals, while fully admitting the importance andnecessity of some great change, considered the plan, as proposedto be carried into effect by government, impracticable. Amongthese, the most prominent and the most able in its objections isthe Philadelphia Gazette. Its editor conceived that all improve-ment in education should have its rise in individual exertion,not in legisletive enactment. The proper object of government,he has argued, is to protect inalienable human rights; such aslife individual liberty, freedom from violence, equality ofprivileges, and, in addition, to make roads, canals, and bridges,to build light houses, and perform a few other works which do notfall properly within the sccpe (f individual enterprise. He objectsnot to the system itself, but to the proposal that governmentshould carry it into effect; conceiving that individuals canexecute it, and that when government undertakes what individualshave power to perform, it does evil.
Many other papers, and among tfkem those who have from thevery first advocated the cause of the Working Classes, fully

approve the proposal in its present forme Our limits preventus from adducing more than a specimen of the approbatory para-graphs which have appeared on the subject; and for this purpose,we select from among thew the following:

From the Philadelphia Literary Port FoZio.
"EDUCATION.--Throughout the country a party has risen whoseprincipal object is the establishment of some national system ofeducation. In New-York, for example, the adherents of thisprinciple are numerous; they are closely connected with theWorking Men's party, and have established a daily paper, theNew-York Deily Sentinel, in the prosecution of their views. Thispaper is conducted with much ability, in a gentlemanly and digni-fied tone; and advocates republican education, free for all andequal for all, at the expense of all--conducted under the guardian-ship of the state, at the expense of the state--embracing everybranch of useful instruction, moral, ietellectual, and operative,and extending to the entire protection, maintenance, and guidanceof children and youth, male and female, without distinction ofclass, sect, or party, or reference to any of the arbitrary dis-tinctions of the-existing anti-republican and anti-American stateof society. We concur in sentiment with this new doctrine. No-thing will so fully elevate the character of the American people,as an
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equal distribution of the benefits of intellectual instruction.
Nothing will so completely place us upon an equality, and im-part to us power of mind calculated to enhance our nationaliim-portance. The editors of three daily journals in this city havedeclared themselves advocated of this national system of education--the working men make it the most important consideration intheir political code; and with such advocacy, it cannot but ul-timately become the prevailing and successful doctrine."In presenting these Essays in pamphlet form, to the public,we would distinctly disclaim all intention of putting them forwardas a perfect system to be adopted, but submit them only as a firstsketch, to be discussed. That the people of this city and stateare determined to obtain for their children some effective systemof Education, that shall extend to the poor man's son, as wellas to the child of the rich, to the widow's charge and the orphan,we know; and that they will be successful in obtaining their ob-ject, and thus peacefully and gradually introduce PRACTICALEQUALITY into this republic, until the various classes that nowriot in luxury, or droopiin poverty, reciprocally envying anddespising each other, become amalgamated into one, we believe.But that any particular plan--either that which we here submit,
or any other, has yet been generally approved in detail, weare not prepared to assert.

In conclusion, we would state for ourselves, that we have
no bigoted attachment to any plan, or to any mode of carryingit into effect. We wish to see a system of enlightened, practicaleducation, PLACED EQUALLY WITHIN THE REACH OF ALL. How this shallbe effected, we care not, so it he effected, whether by individualsor by the government, whether under a system of state guardian-ship, or any other. It pains us to see the frightful irregularities
of condition that now exist. It pains us to see ignorance andvice cover the land; and we have endeavoured to supply, to thebest of our ability, a remedy for those vicesfor that ignorance,and for these unrepublican inequalities. Let it be examined,
discussed; if faulty amended; and if inefficient, filled up;if iipprattical, rejected; but if good and feasible, then letit be disseminated and adopted.

The Editors of the Daily SentineZ.*
* Editors who may receive this pamphlet, and feel aninterest in the subject, are invited to bestow upon the Essayssuch remarks, favorable or unfavorable, as their perusal shallsuggest. The discussion of the subject cannot but be beneficial.
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PUBLIC EDUCATION.

ESSAY I.

Lycurgus resolved the whole business of legislation intothe bringing up of youth.--Plutarch.
,-,Train up a child in the way he should go; and, when he isold, he will not depart from ft.Solomon.

What sort of Education is befitting a Repub4ic?--This isan exceedingly important question, to which we purpose, to the
best of our ability, to attempt a reply.

A system of Republican Education ought to be open andequal, to all.
No system of education whie, embraces anything less thanthe whole people, deserves the name of republican; and no othersystem will reform a nation. Colleges to receive one tenth orone hundredth part of the young population, may have their uses;but if citizens are to be trained up as citizens of a republicought to be, the schools of the nation must be open, not to ahundredth, not to a tenth of the rising generation; but to ALL.To shut the book of knowledge to one, and open it to another,is an unrepublican mode of proceeding.
But some, we are told, are rich, while others are poor; somethrough superior skill or luckier fortune have obtained themeans to afford their children an expensive, scientific, poli;lhing

education; while others either more idle or less fortunate, havenot wherewithallto pay schooling for their children; or to supportthem beyond the age of nine or ten, even at a free school.

1*
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This is true _nough. If it cannot be remedied, it is afarce to talk of republican education. So long as the poverty of
the parent (whether caused by misfortune or misconduct) is todetermine the ignorance of the child, so long will educationremain, as it now is, a manufacture of masters and servants. So
long as a young citizen must have a rich father or guardian, be-
fore he can be trained in the way he should go, just so long willaristocracy be perpetuated, and equality among the citizens be,Iestroyed.

Many think, for that very reason, aristocracy must be per-petuated, and equality must remain an idle word. , They think, itwould be unjust and extravagant to give the poor man's child as
good an education as the rich man's. They say, that is givingidleness the same reward as industry, and offering a premium toimprovidence. If a man, they argue, chooses to beget a family,without the means to afford them a rational

education, whose fault
is it, if not his own? and who is to bear the blame and injury,
if not himself? It is not society that dooms his children toignorance and inequality, but himself. Whatsoever a man sows, that
let him reap. If 14berty and equality are to be based upon in-justice, better we should live without them. And jnjustice it
surely is, that, if a man has been prudent, careful, fortunate,and is now rich, his children should not have greater advantagesthan his poor neighbor's, reduced to poverty, perhaps, by Idle-ness and intemperance.

The objection we have to this reasoning is, that it makes no
difference between honest poverty and worthless poverty; and--astill greater

objection--that it visits the sins of the fathers
on the children.

All poverty is not caused by misconduct. A man is often poor,
not because he is less industrious, but because he is more scru-pulous than his neighbors; because, perhaps, he will not tell afalsehood, or stoop to a dirty trick, to get rich. Such povertyis honorable; and, if the father's worth is to be the measure ofthe son's deserts, the child of such a poor man merits as good--nay, a much better education, than the
7

fortunate speculator's, whose coffers groan under half a million.But we deny the position, that because the parent is worthless,the child ought to be neglected. That a man or a woman becomes a
malefactor, may be an excellent reason why he or she should be shut
up in the state's

prison; it is no reason at all, why their chil-
dren should be condemned to ignorance, to temptation, and to vice.The child of the greatest criminal in the republic has as good a
right to a rational education, as the child of the most disinterested
patriot. Does the child make its parents, or choose them? Is itpermitted to determine whether they shall be worthless, or estimable?According to what principles of justice, then, can it be punishedwith ignorance for their faults or &times?A repbulican education, therefore, is nut, in any degree,inconsistent with the strictest justice.But the question recurs: How are all children to receive arepublican education; when some of the parents cannot even affordto support them at a freeor tt
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determine the ignorance of the child, so long will education
remain, as it now is, a manufacture of masters and servants. So
long as a young citizen must have a rich father or guardian, be-
fore he can be trained in the way he should go, just so long will
aristocracy be perpetuated, and equality among the citizens be
destroyed.

Many think, for that very reason, aritocracy must be per-
petuated, and equality must remain an idle word. They think, it
would be unjust and extravagant to give the poor man's child as
good an education as the rich man's. They say, that is giving
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ignorance and inequality, but himself. Whatsoever a man sows, that
let him reap. If liberty and equality are to be based upon in-
justice, better we should live without them. And injustice it
surely is, that, if a man has been prudent, careful, fortunate,
and is now rich, his children should not have greater advantages
than his poor neighbor's, reduced to poverty, perhaps, by idle-
ness dnd intemperance.

The objection we have to this reasoning is, that it makes no
difference between honest poverty and worthless poverty; and--a
still greater objection--that it visits the sins of the fathers
on the children.

All poverty is not caused by misconduct. A man is often poor,
not because he is less industrious, but because he is more scru-
pulous than his neighbors; because, perhaps, he will not tell a
falsehood, or stoop to a dirty trick, to get rich. Such poverty
is honorable; and, if the father's worth is to be the measure of
the son's deserts, the child of such a poor man merits as good--
nay, a much better education, than the
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fortunate speculator's, whose coffers groan under half a million.
Bat we deny the position, that )ecause the parent is worthless,

the chlld ought to be neglected. That a man or a woman becomes a
malefactor, may be an excellent reason why he or she should be shut
up in the state's prison; it is no reason at all, why their chil-
dren should be condemned to ignorance, to temptation, and to vice.
The child of the greatest criminal in the republic has as good a
right to a rational education, as the child of the most disinterested
patriot. Does the chila make its larents, or choose them? Is it
permitted to determine whether th shall be worthless, or estimable?
According to what principles of j :ice, then, can it be punished
with ignorance for their faults r ::Oimes?

A repbulican education, ther tore, is not, in any degree,
inconsistent with the strictest stice.

But the question recurs: Hc are all children to receive a
republican education, when some cf the parents cannot even afford
to support them at a free school, but must take them home at ten
or twelve years of age to learn to work ten or twelve hours a
day for their living?

We confess that this is a knotty question. To requite the partt.ct
ents to furnish the means is often to require an impossibility. To
propose that the state governments should add to the fund already
provided for education, so as freely to provide for the support and
education of all children whose parents cannot support and educate
them, might be to impose a somewhat onerous burden on the country,
to encourage imprUdent marriages, and augment the present ratio of
increase to population. On the other hand, if poverty is to deprive
a dhild, as it does now, of educational advantages, the monopoly of
knowledge remains unrepealed.

What is to be done, then?
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ESSAY II.

The tax which will be paid for educating the common people,
is not more than the thousandth part of what will be paid to
kings, nobles, and priests, who will rise up among us, if we
leave the people in ignorance.--Jefferson.

Whence are the funds to come, to support a system of Re-
publican Educa'bion?--The present income for schools is totally
insufficient in this and every other state in the Union, to
defray the expenses of such a general system cf education as
that we now contemplate. Whence, then, we are asked, are the
surplus funds to come? We answer, without hesitation, from
the government. Education is by far the most important branch
of legislation; and, if wisely cared for, might, to a great
extent, supersede the necessity, and save the expense, of our
criminal laws, our jails and bridewells, and our almshouses.

And how is government to raise the funds? Shall all
equally contribute, whether they have children or not? We
wouid not recommend it; fore by so doing, improvidence in
parents would be unchecked by any cosideration as to how
their children were to be provided for. We would propose in
the first place, a tax of ---- for each child throughout the
state, from the age of two or three, to the age.of twelve or
fourteen; and this to be levied without distinction; whether
the parents chose to send their children to the State Schools
or not. What the amount of this children's tax should be, we
shall discuss hereafter, when we speak of the general arrange-
ment which we would suggest for the schools. We will then also
explain how we conceive that the poorest parents, if they be
willing, may almost always find means to pay it. This tax we
consider necessary, both to prevent young persons from incon-
siderately incurring the responsibilities of the parental
relation, and to lighten the tax to the public in general.
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But we do not think that a children's poll tax, such as
could be levied, and collected from all parents, poor and rich,
would afford sufficlent income for the purposes of public edu-
cation; light as that tax must be, to enable al/ parents to
pay it. We propose that the deficiency be made up from the
state treasury. If in consequence, any additional tax be
required, there will no doubt be various opinions as to what
sort of tax is best. We prefer a direct income tax, as being
the fairest of all taxes, and the least oppressive on the poor
man; but this is our individual opinion only. It will be time
enough hereafter to discuss this point.

Some, perhaps, who think much of money and little of
human improvement, will exclaim against such a proposal, as
oppressive and unjust. "What have I" (some rich old bachelor
may say) "to do with public education? and why should I con-
tribute towards it?. I have no children; and it is not my
fault that others have more than they can take care of. Am I
to support and educate them? Besides, what has government to
do in the matter? Why should the public money be spent to
remedy the negligence of.poor, perhaps idle, parents,"

We reply, that every citizen ought to contribute his fair
share towards the expenses of legislation; and that education
is a most important branch of legislation; as much more im-
portant than the criminal law, as prevention is better than
cure. Would not even the rich bachelor be individually be-
nefited (in the most selfish sense of the term) if, instead of
having the rogue who broke into his- counting house shut up
in the penitentiary, that rogue had been trained to be an ho-
nest man, and thus prevented from putting his fingers in the
old man's coffers at all? And is it not as cheap and much
more rational and humane, to pay for keeping menand women
out of the penitentiary, than to pay for putting them in it?

To make a mere matter of dollars and cents of it, is not
the tax of ignorance a much heavier tax than any tax for
education?
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We conceive, then,--and we wish this was generally felt
and acted upon--that education is the business of government.
What is the first and chief object of government, if not to
produce peace and harmony among men? And what means so
effectual to produce peace and harmony, as an enlightened
system of public education. Is it not the maoistrate's duty,
if he Knows that a crime will be committed, to prevent its
commission? And do not we all know, that to leave 20,000
children, Ne do now in this very city, to the education
of chance 4ir our streets and alleys, will lead to the com-
mission of cr-ime? Is it not, therefore, clearly and posi-
tively the magistrates duty to provide for public education?

Again, is it not to protect the helpless and the oppressed
that governments are instituted? And who so helpless and
oppressed as a child whose parents will not, or cannot, pro-
cure for it a useful, rational education? Is not this a species
of opprestion from which .*.t will probably never recover? which
may leave its blighting effects on mind and body while life
remains? If to protect from such oppression be not a sacred,
binding duty of government, what duty is sacred or binding?

We hold the opinion, therefore, that there is no call for
the public money, more strictly and immediately and essentially
for the public benefit, than in the case of public education. ,

And we are fufther convinced, that there is no expenditure
of the people's funds that would be more cheerfully sanctioned
by them than this; provided they were satisfied with the system
of education itself.

The miser himself, if he have but sense enough left to
balance a fair account, ought not to object to this expenditure.
It is no question whether we shall pay a tax or not: the only
question is, whether the tax shall be to punish vice, or to
give instruction; to imprisOn and hang, or to educate.

Whatever necessary expenses, then,,are required to esta-
blish what the people shall consider the best system of public
instruction--these expenses, in our opinion, ought to be borne
by the government.
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ESSAY III.

What sort of Education is good enough for the Common

People?--In approaching the details of our subject, this

is the first question to be asked and answered. If the answer

be, "a plain English education, that is, reading, writing, ac-

counts; and, by way of a finish, a little grammar, and geo-

graphy"=-if this be the answer, then public education is no

such great thing, after all. It is all very well and very pro-

per in its way, and the public attention ought to be called to

it, as one, of fifty other things, to be attended to. But to talk

of education regenerating the nation; to speak of it as the

most important of earthly concerns; to call on the present

generation, as they value the freedom and happiness of the

next, to unite,'-,heart and hand, for the establishment of pub-

lic education,--all this we think is to make a mountain of a

mole hill. A large proportion of our population can read and

write and cast up an account; and if all they are to gain for

their children beyond that, is a little grammar and geogra-

phy (which many of them probably have already picked up at

home) no wonder that they sit with their hands across and

yawn, and wonder that people should make such a fuss about

public education.
We, for our parts, have a very different conception of

the matter.
If we are asked, "What sort of education is good enough

for the common people?" we ask, in reply, "What sort of

education is good enough for the richest and most favored

classes in the land?" The answer to the one question,is,

with us, the answer to the other.
"Do we propose," we shall be asked, "that every pcor

man's son should study Hebrew, and his daughters learn paint-

ing on velvet?" No; but not because Hebrew and velvet paintings

are only good for the rich and the privileged; but only becau:e

we think them useless for any one.
We do not enquire then, "what is good enough for the

common people?" we enquire, "what is good enough for
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human beings?" What makes a man better, wiser; a more en-
lightened citizen, a more useful member of society? If we
are asked whether we propose mathematics, astronomy, history,
the modern languages, chemistry, physiology, comparative
anatomy, drawing, music, as branches which should be taught
to every child in the republic; we reply, if any one, or if
several, or if all these branches are essentially useful
to human beingsif they contribute to mental cultivation1
tomora1 improvement, and if they do not occupy time which
might be more importantly employed--we do most assuredly
propose them as proper to be taught in all state schools,
to every child, rich or poor, patrician or plebeian. We
may chance to consider some branches of study which now
occupy much time, unfit for p4Olic schools. But if we do,
it will be, not because they are too good for the peo'le,
but too useless for them; not because they are fit on y for
the rich, but because they are fit for nobody.

We ought to reflect and reason on this subject, as we
may suppose an enlightened parent to do, who, possessing ample
means, sits down to consider how he shall train his favorite
child. Does he ever enquire what is good enough for it? No,
he enquires what will benefit it. He enquires how he can
best and most usefully employ its time; what studies will
cultivate its intellect and develop its capabilities. He en-
quires what situation will best mould its dispositions to virtue
and habits of wisdom. And, governed by such considerations,
he decides. So ought a republic to reason, and so to decide,
for all her children.

When we propose a system of republican education for
the people, therefore, we propose that it should be the best--
not the most brilliant, not the most extravagantly expensive,
not.the most fashionable--but the best that the nation, in its
wisdom, may be able to devise. We need not be told that it
will be imperfect. Every thing human is. But if it be only
as scientific, as wise, and as judicious, as modern experience
can make it, it will regenerate America in one generation. It
will make but one class out of the many that now envy
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and despise each other; it will-make American citizens

what they once declared themselves, free and equal.
Such a view of the subject may be set down as Utopian,

or ridiculed dS extravagant. We cannot help that. It is

the republican--and the onZy truly republican view of the

subject. And, unless we greatly mistake the signs of the

times, it is the view which this nation will soon take of it.

P. S. In the foregoing we have not spoken of profession-

al education, but only of that first general education which

prepares for any profession. Every one knows that an en-

gineer requires to know more of mathematics, and a physi-

cian of physiology, than the general student; and so oF other

professions. But a certain degree of acquaintance vtlith the

arts and sciences in general, though not a minute detail, goes

to make the character and acquirements of every cultivated

and accomplished man.

ESSAY IV.

Is Public Education best conducted in Boarding SchooZs

or in Day SchooZs?--In examining this very important ques-

tion, on the decision of which, the whole of a system of edu-

cation depends, let us bear in mind, that, in America, educa-

tion ought to be equal and republicans and further, it ought

to be--not good enough for the common people--but the best

which national wisdom can devise.
If state schools are to be, as now in New England, common

day schools only, we do not perceive how either of these re-

quisitions are to be fulfilled. In republican schools, there

must be no temptation to the growth of aristocratical prejudi-

ces. The pupils must learn to consider themselves as fellow

citizens, as equalt. Respect ought to be paid, and will al-

ways be paid, to virtue and to talent; but it ought not to be

paid to riches, or withheld from poverty. Yet, if the children

from these state schools are to go every evening, the one to

his wealthy parent's soft carpeted drawing room, and the

2
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other to its poor father's or widowed mother's comfortless
cabin, will they return the next day as friends and equals?
He knows little of human nature who thinks they will.

Again, if it is to be left to the parents' taste and pecuniary
means to clothe their children as they please and as they can,
the one in braided broadcloth and velvet cap, and the other in
threadbare homespun,--will they then meet as friends and equals?
Will there be no envy on the( one side and disdain on the other.
And are envy and disdain proper and virtuous feelings in young
republicans? Yet, if state schools be day schools only, how
can there be uniformity of dress? Must not the poor widow
dress her children as she can?

But again: is that education the best, which teaches chil-
dren the common branches of education during six or seven
hours each day, and then leaves them to all the bad habits,
which children, suffered to run wild, acquire? Here in the
city, for instance, is that education the best, by which children
spend five or six hours out of the twenty-four in the streets,
learning rudeness, impertinent manners, vulgar language,
and vicious habits? Will any advantages in schools compensatefor these disadvantages out of it? But let us remember, it is
not the question whether this half training (too often much
less than half) is good enough for the common people. It is
the question whether it is the best that can be devised.

For our own parts, we understand education to mean, every
thing which 4rifluences, directly or indirectly, the child's
charaCter. To see his companions smoke cigars is a part of
his education; to hear oaths is a part of his education; to
see and laugh at drunken men in the street is a part of his
education; to witness vulgar merriment or coarse brawls is

of his education. And if any one thinks that an edu-
like this (which is daily obtained in the streets of our

will be counteract-' and neutralized by half a dozen
...,cstdaily schooling, we are not of his opinion. We had
almost as soon have a child of ours brought up among the In-
dians, as have him frequent a common day school one hllf the
day, and wander about our streets the other half.
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But even if none of these reasons existed, how is a poor
laborer, or a poor widow, to keep her children at a day school,
until they have received an education equal to that of their !sich-
er neighbors? Can the laborer or the widow afford to support
their children till they are twelve, fourteen, sixteen years old,
while they peruse the page of science, and obtain the acquire-
ments andaaccomplishments which form the enlightened, well
educated man? Even if no children's tax be levied on them,
can they furnish food and decent clothing for their children,
during the necessary term? And if they cannot clothe their
children as well as their neighbors clothe theirs, will they send
them to school to be looked down upon or laughed at? If day
schools alone are provided, therefore, would not these very
children whcronost require instruction, be virtually excluded?
Is not the development of the social habits, of the disposi-
tions, of the moral feelings, the most important of the teach-
er's duties? And what opportunity is there of fulfilling that
duty, unless the pupils be at all times under his eye and his
control?

One other strong objection to day schools remains. If
agriculture is to form a part of the instruction of all children,
it must be taught in seminaries in the country, where the pupil
is boarded and lodged, as well as received during class hours.
We conceive that agriculture ought to form a prominent part
of the education of every young republican: both because it
is the most necessary and useful of all occupations, and thus
affords an independence in the worst reverse of fortune; and
also, because, if practically taught in the schools, it will
supply a considerable povtion of the expense. The pupils may
raise their own vegetables, corn, and grain; and these ought
to form three fourths, at least, of the** food.

We conceive, then, that state schools, to be republi n,
efficient, and acceptable to allc,must receive the chile.L. -)t
for six hours a day, but altogether; must feed them,
them, lodge them; must direct, not their :;Ytudies only, out
their occupations and amusements; must care for them until
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their education is completed, and then only abandon them to
the world, as useful, intelligent, virtuous citizens.

We do not consider this question regarding day schools
and boarding schools as a nonessential, a matter that may be
decided either way, without ruin to the cause. We conceive
that on its decision depends, in a manner; every thina. On its
decision depends whether the system of education which the,
people call for, shall be a paltry palliative or an efficient cure;
whether aristocracy shall be perpetuated or destroyed; whe-
ther the poor man's child shall be educated or not; whether
the next generation shall obta;n their just rights or lose them.

We know that this article will startle some timid spirits,
who cannot conceive how the nation will resolve to incur the
expense of such a system. And we think it not unlikely,
that if the people decide, as we are convinced they will, for
such a system at once, its adoption may be somewhat retard-
ed. But it is better--infinitely better that it should be
somewhat delayed, than that it should be frittered away, by
half measures, into nothing worth having.

ESSAY V.

Are Agriculture and Trades fit branches of Education in
Public Schools?--We have stated that we thought a system of
public education which should go no further than the day schools
of New England, both unrepublican and utterly inefficient; un-
republican, because children, to lose the follies of aristo-
cratical pretension on the one hand, and the abject submission
of poverty on the other, must be clothed, fed, lodged, and
treated alike; and inefficient, because half a dozen hours'
daily schooling will not train a child be a virtuous, high
minded, cultivated republican, L 'ally if that schooling
be discontinued at eleven or twei, years of age from the
necessities of the parents.
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We now proceed to enquire, whether, in public schools,
children ought to be taught something more nan abstract
science and book Learning, as it is popularly called: whether
practice and theory ought to be united, and whether children,
even while thetr literary and scientific education is most
carefully superintended, may not contribute towards their
own support for the.-present while they learn some trade or
occupation, that shall render them independent for the
future.

We are decidedly of opinion, that unless this be done, the
system will be very incomplete and very unnecessarily expensive.

We of republican America, havehitherto, in education as
in many other things, followed the example of aristocratical
Europe. We have learnt, indeed, that we can do without a
king, but we have not learnt, that we can do without an idle,
prfvileged class, to consume the producer's surplus. We still
assert (in practice if not in words) that "they who think must
govern those who toil." We have discovered that a plain
citizen does very well for a president, and that we may
dispense with a hereditary succession and with court etiquette,
without producing anarchy or revolutionary !Iorrors. But we
have yet to learn, that the same man may labor and may think;
the same man be producer and consumer; the same be mechanic
and legislator, practical farmer and president. We have yet
to learn, that the world can go on without two classes, one to
ride and the other to be ridden; one to roll in the luxuries of
life, and the othe- to struggle with its hardships. We have
yet to learn how to amalgamate these classes; to make of men,
not fractionsiof h ,lan beings, sometimes mere producing
machines, sometimes mere consuming drones, but integral re-
publicans, at once the creators and the employers of r.iches,
at once masters and servants, governors and governed.

How can this most desirable and most republican amalga-
mation take place? By unitin theory to practice, which
have been too long kept separate. By combining mechanical

2
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and agricultural with literary and scientific instruction. By

making every scholar a workman, and every workman a scholar.
By associating cultivation and utility, the productive arts
and the abstract sciences.

Such a chnage would be, in every respect, most beneficial.
The roughness and ignorance of the mere laborer would be
removed, the pedantry and pretensionAf the mere scholar
rubbed off. The one would not be oppressed by toil, nor the

other rendered dispeptic by continued sedentary employment.
The mind would not be cultivated at the expense of the body;
nor the body worn down, to the injury and neglect of the mind.
There would be but one class--that of human beings; occupied,
as human beings ought to be, alternately in physical labor
and in mental culture.

Let us not say that such an amalgamation is impossible.
That would be to declare that practical republicanism is im-

possible. In Europe it was thought impossible for the chief
magistrate of a nation (there called a king) to maintain his
authority, or make it respectable in the eyes of other nations,
except by entrenching himself behind ridiculous court forw,
and stiff, feudal etiquette. But Jefferson broke the spell.
He rode unattended to the hotels of the foreign ambassadors,
fastened his horse at the door, transacted the business of

the nation as any private individual would the affairs of
his family, and left the astonished representatives of royal-
ty in equal admiration of the dignity and courtesy of the man;
and wonder at the republican simplicity of the citizen.

Every man and womanDought to be able, when necessity
requires, te support himself or herself by the labor of their

hands. It does not follow that all must, at all times, so sup-
port themselves; butall should be able to do it. The most
highflying aristocrat, if he have but prudence and foresight,
will desire for his children this safeguard against want; for
who is secure against a veverse of fortune?

Such a safeguard is afforded, if all children are taught
agriculture or gardening, and, in addition, some one useful

trade or occupation. And, by so useful and republican an
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addition to the useful branches of education, the expense

might be essentially diminished. The labor of the pupils

would go towards their support; and thus, even while quali-

fying themselves to be useful to their country hereafter, they

would lighten the p-'lic tax for education in the meantime.

This is not an ntried scheme. It has been tried in Eu-

rope; at Mr. Fellenberg's institution, for instance, at Hofwyl

in Switzerland, an establishment which is spokenoof in the

highest terms of approbation by those who have visited it;

(our fellow citizen Professor Griscom is of the number.) And

several other seminaries have been commenced in this country

on a similar principle; one at Whitesborough, N. Y.; one at

Princeton, Ky.; one at Andover, Mass.; one at Mayville, Tenn.;

one at Germantown, Pa.g and more recently, one has been formed

or is forming at Shrewsbury, N. J., the plan of which, as we

highly approve many of its details, we shall publish at an

early opportunity.
We conceive, then, that an education is but a half educa-

tion, and scarcely that, unless it makes its pupils productive

members of society as well as well taught school boys; use-

ful, independent citizens, as well as accomplished scholars.

And we conceive that the fact that an education, thus com-

plete, is much less expensive to the state than a mere frac-

tional, inefficient one, is a strong additional reason why it

should be preferred and adopted.

ESSAY VI.

The system of Public Educatiun, then, which we consider

capable, and only capable, of regenerating this nation, and

of establishing practical virtue and republican equality among

us, is one which provides for all children at all times; re-

ceiving them at the earliest age their parents choose to en-
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trust them to the national care, feeding, clothing, and edu-cating them, until the age of majority.
We propose that al: the children so adopted should re-ceive the same food; should be dressed in the same simplec!othing; should experience the same kind treatment; shouldbe taught (until their professional education commences) thesame branches; in a word, that nothing savoring of inequality,nothing reminding them of the pride of riches or the contemptof poverty, should be suffered to enter these republicansafeguards of a young nation of equals. We propose that thedestitute widow's child (30 the orphan boy should share thepublic care equally with the heir to a princely estate; sothat all may become,:mot in word but in deed and in feeling,frae and equal.
Thus may the spirit of demOcracy, that spirit which Jef-ferson labored for half a century to plant in our soil, becomeuniversal among us; thus may luxury, may pride, may ignorance,he banished from among us; and we may become, what fellowcitizens ought to be, a nation of brothers.We propose that the food should be of the simplest kind,both for the sake of economy and of temperance. A Spartansimplicity of regimen is becoming a republic, and is bestsuited to preserve the health and strength unimpaired, evento old age. We suggest the propriaty of excluding all distil-led or fermented liquors of every description; perhaps, also,foreign luxuries, such as tea and coffee, might be beneficial7ydispensed with. These, including wine and spirits, cost thenation at present about four' Is o'r dollars annually.Are they worth so

T. ti iight the pest of our land, intemperance, be destroy-edr-not discouraged, not lessened, not nartialy cured--butdestroyed: this modern Circe that deT7xides the human racebelow the beast of the field, that offers her poison cup atevery corner of our streets and at evea'y turn of our h'ighways,that sacrifices her tens of thousands victims yearly in thesestates, that loads our country with a ax more than sufficientto pay twice over for the virtuous traftVing of all 'ler children

6,34
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--might thus be deposed from the foul sway she exercises
over freemen, too proud to yield to a foreign enemy, but nottoo proud to bow beneath the iron rod of a domestic curse. Isthere any other method of tearing up this monstróossev11, thescandal of our republic, root and branch?

We propose that the dress should be some plain, conveni-ent, economical uniform. The silliest of all vanities (andone of the most expensive) is the vanity of dress. Childrentrained to the age of twenty-one without being exposed to it,could not, in after life, be taught such a folly. But,learntas it now is, from the earliest infancy, do we find that themost faithful preaching checks or reforms it?
The food and clothing might be chiefly raised and manu-factured by the pupils themselves, ln the exercise of theirseveral occupations. They would thus acquire a taste forarticles produced in their own country, in preference toforeign superfluities.
Under such a system, the poorest parents could afford topay a moderate tax for each child. They could better affordit than they can now to support their children in ignoranceand misery, provided the tax were less than thr lowest rateat which a child can now be maintained at hc ie. aday school, thousands of parents can afford to aey nothing.We do not propose that any one should be compelled tosend a ch41d to these public schools, if he or she saw fit tolit,ve them educated elsewhere. But we propose that the taxshould be payed by all parents, whether they send theirchildren or not.
We are convinced, that under such a system, the pupils ofthe state schools would obtain the various offices of publictrust, those of representatives, &c0 in preference of any others.If so, public opinion would soon induce the most rich and themost prejudiced, to send their children thither; however littlethey might at first relish the idea of giving them equaZ ad-vantages only with those of the poorest class. Greater realadvantages they could not give them, if the public schoolsare conducted as they ought tO be.
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We propose that the teachers should be eligible by the
people. There is no office of trust in a republic, more
honorable or more important, nor any that more immediately
influences its destinies, than the office of a teacher. Theyought to be chosen--and, if we read the signs of the times
aright, they pill be chosen with as much, nay, with more care
than our representatives. The office of General Superintendant
of Public Schools will be, in our opinion, an office at least
as important as that of president.

At present the best talent of the country is devoted to thestudy of law; because a lawyer has hitherto had the best chancefor political honors and preferment. Let the office of teacher
be equally honored and preferred: and men will turn from a
trade whose professors live by the quarrels of mankind, to an
occupation which should teach men to live without quarrelling.
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"The influence of knowledge upon nations, we know to be great and salutary.
Its sublime effects on different portions at mankind, leave no doubt on our
,linds, but this is the perennial source of happinessl; the fountain from
whence flows all that can add to the glory and greatness of a na4.ion."

Through the influence of learning, the affections are refined, and the mind
of man when once moved by impressions of beauty and sublimity, every where
to be seen in the material world."

"No less remarkable has education been in marshalling the way to freedom."

"Education has exploded old errors, shamed bigotry broken cords of persecution,
and left human opinions free."

Education is the foundation of a democratic nation.

1. A discussion of the personal and social advantages of a liberal education.

2. Important because it maintains that an educated populace serves as the
foundation of a democratic nation.
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ORATION.

When we reflect on the innumerable benefits knowledge,
with a profuse and liberal hand dispenses, a desire is felt to
examine the subject, and trace the benign operations of a cause,

involving the happiness of Nations and individuals. Something

there is, higkty consoling to man, when he looks over the vast
field of learning and fixes his eyes on those immutable truths,

which are there established, as land marks, to duide and direct
him on his course.

Of the many subjects that invite our attention, whether ren-
dered formidable by riches, or the combined influence of the
great, none have such deserving claims upon mankind, as the
great subject of education. This controling topic is exalt-
ed above all others, holding out, as it does, the powerful
incentive to exertion, imperishable rewards. When rightly
directed, it scatters the vices that owe their parentage
to ignorance, and binds the brow of virtue, with wreathes of

eternal fame. The age in which it is our happiness to live,

is one truly important, exhibiting the triumphs of knowledge,
over those errorss, which for centuries lay in the way of man's

advancement, and fully proving that no bounds are set to the
progress of intellect, and thus inviting us onward to other

achievments no less greivt and ennobling. Knowledge in our

day, is by no means, as of old, confined to a particular sect,
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or nation, and therefore, being more generally diffused, it is
reasonable to anticipate changes greater than any that have
yet taken place. As we shall be led to speak more particularly
of our own country, in the course of our observations on this sub-
ject, an allusion to what knowledge always had done for nations,
will naturally suggest a few remarks respecting what may yet be
done.

The influence of knowledge upon nations, we know to be
great and salutary. Its sublime effects on different portions
of mankind, leave no doubt on our minls, but this is the pe-
rennial source of happinesuthe fountain from/if/1160:e flows
all that can add to the glory, and greatness of a nation. Wealth
may purchase temporary, power, by laying hold on the inter-
ests, and taking advantage of the countless weaknesses of men,
but the state, whose only resource is a fluctuating perishable
commodity, must be said to rest on a very dangerous and un-
stable foundation. This alone, will allure enemies, but knowl-
edge attracts none but friends. "Bear witness Greece, thy
living Page." Her philosophers, historians and poets, drew
within the country the good and great, animated with an ar-
dent desire to pay a tribute to the exalted talents of her illu-
minati, and learn of them the paths which lead to immortality.
There, where Homer sung, and Socrates instructed, even the
enemies of Greece yielded up their prejudices, and joined with
friends, in extolling the worth of her sons; whose only aim
was, to please and to instruct mankind. It will be found that
nations most distinguished in the annals of the world, arose
to greatness in proportion as they advanced in knowledge.
The Romans, early impressed with the importance of educa-
tion encouraged every effort of the human mind, and honored
every aspiration of the soul, whether uttered in the language
of philosophy, or the melting strains of poetry. They wel-
comed every child of genius to their arms; the wanderers from
the Isles of Greece, and those bearing the ensigna of a more
barbarous clime. Her sons thirsted after wisdom, and knelt
with pure devotion, in the Temple dedicated to the service of
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the immortal mind. In this way, from a state of ignorance

and barbarity, they rose to greatness, and although their mo-

rality was not of the same sublime nature with ours, education

was the means of reforming a thousand abuses, and opened a

door for the reception of numerous virtues. What though the
philosophers of Greece and Rome mingled inthe same cruci-

ble truth and error, the former almost, if not quite, precipitated

the latter. It was Cicero, who laid it down as a fixed princi-

ple; that we ought to do nothing that is avaricious, nothing

that is dishonest, nothing that'is lascivious; even though we

could escape, the observation of Gods and men. That in a

nation where the religion of the Redeemer, had not shed

abroad its mild lustre, such sentiments Should fall from the lips

of any one, is evidence of the influence of learning on the

human heart. The light that flashed up from her seven hills,

illumined other nations, and the then known world, seemed

destined to become an example to all mankind. Thus the

foundation of an Empire was laid, which men in theiradmira-

tion called eternal. It may be remarked that education leads

to two great results; the spread of christianity, and the love

of freedom, without which, a nation can be neither truly great, or

happy. In order to prepare the way for the reception of
christianity, some light must be let in upon the mind, or error

and superstition, will overwhelm the most palpable truths, and

men perhaps become the victims of bigotry and fanaticism. It is

only as we advance in knowledge that the shadowing clouds of su-

perstition roll away, and the brilliant sun of truth bursts upon

our delighted vision. Mankind, while they continue in a state

of ignorance, are indeed but children; and not until education

has done something for the heart, by tempering the springs of

passion, will it yield to the mild touch of true religion. Truth,

tho' sometimes spontaneous, needs the gentle rain of science,

and the refreshing,dew of knowledge, or it will wither.

Through the influence of learning, the affections are re-
fined, and the mind of man when once moved by impressions of

beauty and sublimity, every where to be seen in the material

world,
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has found a clue to immortality. We would not exalt too highly,
that knowledge which is of the earth, earthy, but inasmuch
as it encourages virtue and morality, it thereby aids and sup-
ports religion in its high calling. It is thus education
contributesto promote christianity, and where the former is
wanting, ignorance assuredly will spurn the offers of salvation,
and shut out the light in the world. The fall of the Roman
Empire was followed by a long dreary night of moral darkness,
and during several centuries, ignorance was almost universal, and
Religion made little progress. All Rome had done, towards
advancing the high interests of mankind and giving impulsetto
every object of the day, when her glorious lights hung out in
beautiful relief, suddenly received a check, and was lost amid
the gener-Epl ca'room. But a new era was to take place, and
knowledge was to assist in evanlelizing the world. The re-
vival of letters under the patronage of Leo was auspicious to
the great cause, and what ignorance had consigned to the
darkness of the grave, knowledge bid come forth, and the earth
and the sea cave up their dead. Invention was manifest in
all the mind undertook, and zeal fof discovery, (opened a new
field to the mental eye. Man seemed imbued with a spirit of
enterprize, which adverse circumstances could not extinguish,
and while thousands were moving on, refreshed by the breath of
a new morn, Religion took them by the hand, sweetly pointed
to a world beyond the skies, where learning convoked her
followers, and a light from on high illumined the scene. From
all we know of the effect of knowledge, it is reasonable to
infer, that science and philosophy, while they enlighten and
expand the mind, also confirm and strengthen its hopes. Along
the paths of science, wonderful and sublime, by the fascinating
walks of literature, and the flowery groves of poetry, mankind
are led to "Look through nature up to nature's God."

No less remarkable has education been in marshalling the
way to freedom. "The history of England," said a cham-
pion of the second bill of rights, not long since, on the
floor of Parliament, "is the history of a succession of reforms,
a proof
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if indeed any is wanting, that knowledge will never be satisfi-
ed, while aught remains to be 4,7complished. He that reflects
on the course of liberty in that country, will be led to iniiuire
by what means aristocracy has been made to yield so often.
The institutions of Alfred, (not perfect indeed, though far in
advance of the age,) hardly survived him; but the encourage-
ment he gave to learning, was felt by posterity, and from gen-
eration to generat,... , the elements of christianity and freedom
were transmitted. A vbittest for the latter; first obtained mag-
na charta, and the tlood of Charles I. extinguished in a meas-
ure, that blind vene7atiNon fc-r Kings, to which Ihe people were
fatally prone. On the txmb 7.ff her patriot, freedom declared
"resistance to tyrantls, obe1ffience to God;" and the lzst
prayer of Gidney was, 'lord defend thy caus,e, and defend
those who defend it." Time settlement of the pilgrim% here,
and subsequent glorious 'vents, are the con-sequence of strug-
gles in that country, hstweem tyranny on the one hadd and
liberty on the other, lrearnimg ever the friend of man, presid-
ed the guardian genius mrT- the latter, and even in our day, the glo-
rious work is progressimg. By regular gradations in the scale
of freedom, that natimn has at length reached a point, which
if achieved, will lighteil the hearts of its subjects, and raise
the hopes of all, of whatever clime, who hail thee liberty,
"thrice sweet and gracious Goddess." But not to one nation
are these benefits confined. Over all the world, the light
of knowledge is spreading, and even the heart of the barbarian
begins to feel its genial warmth. By degrees, bigotry, super-
stition, and tyranny, are yielding to the spell of its enchant-
ment. While men rejoice in contemplation of the glorious pros-
pect, time, pressing the ashes clf dead Empires, and pointing
to "art, glory, freedom blotted out;" in some degree justifies
the maxim of political writers, that nations like individuals,
after a few years of perfection, are doomed to decay. Liberty
we know, has sometimes spring up without much exertion, and
nations have statted into existence, as if at the touch of a
wizard's wand. But to preserve and perpetuate freedom, to keep

643



8

pure the fountains of literature, and the dust from the volume
of truth, can only be accomplished through the united energies
of a people, continually directed to these great objects. The
premature decay of these nations, once crowned with great
glory, may be attributed in part, to want of information among
all classes, whereby the bonds of u ,ion are strengthened.
Wt,2reer knowledge is dispensed, a sort of unity and strength
prevails, and when it ends, certair distinctions begin, baneful
to harmony, and the spirit of equal ty. This being the case
in Rome, the patrician and plebian cl'.stinctions, so fatal to
the peace and tranquility of the repJblic, were perpetuated.
Knowledge will have attained.its greatest glory, when mankind
stand on the same common level. This indeed is the benevolent
design of knowledge, to break down every wall of partition,
between man and man, and thus bring them to know and love each
other. Not many centuries since, knowledge was confined ex-
clusively to the few, and hence a learned aristocracy sprung
up, almost as dangerous as a monied aristocracy. With regard
to this country, which in a peculiar manner has become the
"light ef nations," there is yet a lingering of that dogmatical
spirit, so prevalent in a less enlightened age, and it is
probably owing in a me4sure, to the course of instruction so
general here, it being of too theoretical a character. Institutions
such as Oxford and Cambridge, though they may yearly send
forth genius to hold sweet fellowship with the world, and
smooth the paths of learning, are not adapted to the soil of

a republic. They to a great extent, foster the vices, and
preserve the growth of "Princes and Lords." Education, instead
of cherising feelings of pride and self conceit, as is too often
the case should be directed against these very principles. The
people of this country require a system of education peculiar
to their republican character, suited to their habits, plain,
practical, opposed to speculative, that shall nurture the
stern virtues, a system calculated to unfold the physical, as well
as mental faculties, and prepare the young for the service of
their country, in peace or war. If it was applied, in a manner

644



534-8

9

calculated to prepare the majority of youth for practical duties

more than it is With us, the sentiments to which allusior has

been made, would hardly gain ground. During the apprentice-
ship of youth, when the heart isllaid open by the maste spsll of

learning, the season should be spent in treasuring up informa-

tion on e most useful, practical subjects, since with uany

it is the only favorable opportunity for acquiring knowledgp.

But genreally speaking, it is not the case in our country.

Students are required to pursue a regulAr course of lessuns,
and naturally imbibing the same ideas, they are very apt to
look forward to the same objects, and imagin.s!, themselves

destined to the same glorious ends. To this cause may be at-
tributed the fact, that so many, after receiving the honurs of a

College, pursue fame through the paths of Law, and Medicine,

of whom the great proportion fall below mediocrity. Thus the

professions are crowded by individuals, who contribute little

to the happiness of community, but who tend to bring disgrace

upon the cause of justice and humanity. How many of the

number, now weaving the "cob-web thread of sophistry" around

some delightful truth, might be usefully employed in the

mechanic arts. Yes honorably employed! Franklin was not

ashamed of his callihg, but delighted to recur to that por-
tion of his life, when he was engaged as a Printer, usefully and

profitably. It is evident but few can follow with any prospect

of success the learned professions, as they are called, but many

may pursue other objects with credit to themselves, and happily,

by less intricate paths, contribute to their own, and their

country's glory. The great proportion of young men, must of

necessity, turn their attention to the more humble, but not less

worthy occupations for subsistence, and therefore, it is highly

important that they draw knowledge from those sources, contain-

ing all useful practical information. Because education is not

enough adapted to the various pursuits of life, many out of the

hundreds who graduate yearly, are thrown uporri:the world, from

whom the country reaps no benefit. Of what use, it may be
asked,iis knowledge to us, unless we, the recipi-
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ents, can turn it to some good advantage. T-is is the price
at which it was bestowed by the great dispeE ,er ofolessings,
that:Iman should not hide his talent in the (.-.:rth, but continue
to add to its worth. It is, however, iTposb1e that all can
be the object of every Seminary Gf learning, o direct attention,
more particularly to employment& of a praatic,...1, scientific char-
acter, the various mechanic art!, civil engirlering, surveying,
and not least, agriculture; a department the,F4chalar need not be
ashamed to enter, which however neglected, contains the elerAents,
of national and indiviaual wealth. The other- professions, will
take care of themselves, but these, equally tisseful, demand a
portion of that knowledge, now thrown away in useless competition
for fame, which like the wild fire we sonetium behold playing
above the dark and vaporous earth, forever eles the grasp of
thefwondering children of men. Let those who stamd in the high
plaCes of knowledge adopt a course of instruction practical
throughout, and intelligence will find its way into the counting-
room and workshop, it will place the mechanic om a level with
the sage, and idirect the plough in the field, thlis rendering
these professions more respectable than the superficial are
willing to admit. Education conducted on thi: plan, would be
strictly republican. Instead of learning beiAg cmnfined to the
few, it would be widely disseminated, and more immediately con-
veyed to the laboring class of community, who need information
as, a shield against the devices of those, who, not content with
teaching, would also lead, and govern mankind. Under the system
so general in this country, but one direction is given to the
mind, and every thing taught, seems only preparatory to display
at the Bar, or in the Senate, while in reality, a part are un-
fitted for the active duties of life, by being lifted from their
sphere. A different course of imstruction would furnish fewer
theorists, and more practical men, and at the same time, enable
aZZ to follow some useful profession. In order to prepare the
young more effectually to discharge practical duties, such as
must fall
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on most of them, attentin to bodily exercise is indispensible,
and the subject of physical education deserves to be consid-
ered and carried into operation, as well as aught that concerns
the mind. Effeminacy and its train of vice:3, are the direct
consequence of a sort of luxurious ease, contracted during
youth, and mostly while within the walls of the academy. Now,
independent of the benefits which must accrue to individuals,
under a regular course of physical discipline, the Republic
would receive at the hands of her magi, men of stout hearts,
and vigorous minds.

When we reflect that many have sown the seeds of daath
with the first rudiments of knowledge, and others have grown up
with weak and feeble constitutions, for want of early and repeat-
ed exercise of the faculties by which we move and enter on the
performance of the various duties of life, an increasing interest
is attached to the subject. With respect to the mind there is
a curious analogy between it and the body. Severe labor,long
continued, will paralize the constitution end waste its strength.
So too, the mind, subjected to close painful application seldom
endures the trial without being affected as well as the entire
system. It cannot any more than the body, support burthens, and
preserve unimpaired its curious and wonderful faculties during
a lengthy period of excitement. Memory, hovering over the past
and hoarding up the treasures of a by gone age, or writing on
the tablet of the heart the result of close reading and calculating
demonstration, truths so necessarry for men to know, will, if
not occasionally suspended in its operations, too severely try
its great and important powers.

The mind requires relaxation in the same degree as does
the body; and when the powers of the latter are gently moved
by exercise, the mind, though partially at rest, will be re-
covering strength, and preparing for a more daring flight. Un-
aided by the physical faculties, the soult; dependant in one
sense on the clay which encloses it, will lose its nervous intel-
lectual grasp. Exercise besides being a pleasant restora-
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tive to the mind, forms man for activity, and clothes him with
majesty and strength. -Thus he is fitted to endure the wear
and tear of existence, under which another would sink. The
ancients were fully sensible of the importance of this subject,
and their course of exercise combined amusement with utility.
Theft schools, where dwelt philosophy and the muses, where en-
chantments "flung a sunlight over the heart," provided for the
stern discipline of the physical powers, and from those nurseries
of all that is great in man, there went forth the inflexible,
unwavering citizen, and the intrepid patriotic soldier. The
youth of Sparta were accustomed to undergo fatigue from their
earliest years, and as they grew up, each exhibited in his own
character a fine illustration of the superiority of the system,
under which he was educated. And we may add, while the widdom
of the Grecian Laws, especially those regulating the training
of youth, were respected, and strictly enforced, luxury looked
into the state, but dare not enter, and war rolled by, without
polluting her free soil. With us it must be made a duty, as
with them, and the good effects will fall on a large number of
the sons of the republic. They will grow to manhood, exempt
from many infirmities, sound in body, and if the nature of their
studies direct to practical employments, possess all the qualifi-
cations necessary to success. The great object however, will not
be answered unless this important part of education is made a
duty, as well -as other branches. It will never do to leave it
to the whim and caprice of those, for whose benefit such a course
is intended. As to the sort of exercise, there is one, possessing
merits we hesitate not to declare, above any that can be named, in-
asmuch as it leads to a correct knowledge of military tactics. This
science is important to us, and the practical part a most healthy
instructive exercise. Having alluded to the subject, we would
urge one consideration more, and although the "small voice" here
lifted up, will hardly be heard beyond these walls, the time, the
place, seem to demand further deliberation. The necessity of
"scattev.ing the seeds of military knowledge" throughout the Re-
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public is entitled to serious notice. That nation may justly

be considered strong, whose sons understand the use of those

means of defence, on which she must rely in the hour of her

utmost need. The glory of a nation is common property, and if

parted with, it must be at the risk of national infamy. Yet

this glory, this character, written on her institutions, and bla-

zing in the eyes of the world, is ever liable to be tarnished by

the breath of envious nations, and the sacred rights of the true

cause of glory, brought down by intrigue, or the strong arm of

power, to a level withllowly things. Considering the situatlion

of Empires, and their relative position towards each other, it

is chimerical to suppose they can ever unite long in fellowship.

Never will the interests of nations be one, and undivided. They

must ever differ in some essential particulars, and in the course

of human events, there is a possibility of serious collision.

This being an undeniable truth, it is the imperative duty of that

nation, whose laws are worth preserving, to preOare for whatever

evils past experience points out as likely to happen, and of

which the mutations that are constantly taking place in the

world, leave no doubt. The late glorious change in the French

dynasty, that one event which will forever shed renown on the

gallant people whose blood has consecrated it, and sealed the

instrument of their deliverance, placed the nations of Europe

in a most critical si6uation. The unholy war now raging against

Poland, land of heroes; Sobeiski and Koseiasko, has enlisted the

sympathies of every one, who can estimate the value of equal

justice, and in all probability, Russia, insensible to the blessings

of freedom, will soon have more to contend with than she at first

anticipated. In view of this prospect, what naturally forces

itself on our minds, but the solemn conviction, that we too, in

progress of time, may be drawn into conflict with the haters of

the liberties of man? If there is one truth more important than

another to us, it is this; that though freedom may be gained,

it seldom can be recovered. Once lost, all is lost! But it is

gained, triumphant truth! We walk in its light, and sit down
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under the shadow of the tree whose leaves are emblems of the
freshness and glory of our political system. And yet is tITere
no danger that we may be driven forth from this second para-
dise? There is danger, if we are not constantly prepPred to
meet and repel war should it reach these peaceful shores, or
to go forth, and humble the "untamed spirit," that dares to hold
cheap our liberty and our laws. The safety of this republic,
her honor and glory, can only be entrusted to the free born
people, and they must be instructed in the holy art of defence.
It is admitted that we cannot tolerate standing armies, for the
reason that they have ever been more devoted to the interests
of a throne, than those of the people. If then, we are too
wise to rely on mercenaries, shall we lose our credit for
sagacity, and not provide for future security? No! the voice
of reason, the dictates of humanity, the solemn warning of that
great patriot and statesman, "first in war, first in peace," the
bloody past, and the fearful present, point out in characters not
to be mistaken, the duty of Americans. All the morality a nation
can oppose to the whirlwind of war, will prove too feeble to
stay its progress, when it rolls up, and comes darkly on. But
there is a physical power, guided and supported by moral courage,
refined and sublimated by the amor patziia, which is, and ever
has been, irresistable. Blood may flow, and the altar and the
hearth be made desolate, but peace will finally extend her olive
branch, and the defender assume in a more lofty character, his
station in the world. If, it is plain that resort must be had

to the people, should unforseen events place us in the character
of belligerants, this much, is surely important, to have men,
who, when called on to peril their all in the cause of their
country, possess a knowledge of that science, indispensible to
good discipline, and success in the field. Undoubtedly much
might be done towards effecting this great object, if military
tactics were made a part of elementary education. A little
time devoted to this subject in our Seminaries of learning,
might be profitably spent, mtid this knowledge, so important to
us, instead of being confined to a few privileged individuals
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would soon be generally understood and correctly practised.
We may reasonably calculate the most beneficial consequences
from this simple plan. Imperceptibly the happy result would
follow wEthout an effort on the part of those, who, regarding
the militia as the palladium of our liberties, desire to see
them well disciplined. Teach the young throughout our country,
in this way, and they will bear the knowledge home a gift of
value, to bestcw on their fellow citizens. Thus, every man
would, in time, become a soldier, without derogating from his
station in life, or nurturing dishonorable ambition. For it is
idle to suppose the people will ever thirst to mingle in the
battles of ambition, however skilful in tactics, or animated
with the spirit of the followers of Ceasar, burn to be led
against the men of every nation. They are bound by a thousand
holy ties to the soil, their interests, their happiness is
inseperably woven with our free institutions, and these must
be defended at the risk of life and fortune. That a course of
education such as we have endeavored to point out would benefit
the country, bY providing for every capacity, and thus placid§
it in the power of all to begin the world well, enemies to
luxury, possessing not only the spirit, but the strength to
roll back the tide of war, and save the land from pollution,
there is little room to doubt. Let it not be supposed that the
man of mere practical information, sufficient to give an impulse
to whatever he undertakes, has not the same power to do good
with the professional character. EachAn his own sphere may do
good or evil, but because one is deeper read in metaphysics and
philosophy than another, does it necessarily follow that he will
confer greater benefits on mankind? Learning cannot confer per-
fection, tho' it may.lead to it. The advantages of science and
philosophy are great, and it so happens, they have been levelled
to human reason. Let the mind be enlightened by a few ideas on
subjects of this nature, and it will easily contemplate worlds,
and systems of worlds. It does not requfte a long life of research
to make a philosopher. The Athenians were called a nation of
philosophers, and the -knowledge acquired in their schools,
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reduced to a few plain truths, was,sufficient to put them in a
thinking way. They were mostly useful, practical men, quick
to under:.tand thett rights, and bold in defending them. The
plain practical man, converts whatever he touches into fine
gold, while the mere speculitor, "wrapped in dismal thinkings"
is often led through a train of absurdities, from which very
little good results. Practical men the country calls for. To
the inventive practical genius of Fulton, we are indebted for
a new and curious craft, which may be seen stemming the im-
petuous current of the Mississippi, and the rapids of yon pure
stream, thus uniting the interests, and confirming the friend-
ship of the inhabitants-le different states. Education has done
much for us, but a vast deal remains to be accomplished. Here
the temple of science and philosophy are crowded by willing
auditors, and a glory like that which fell on the Roman eagle,
is rendering more visible each star in the banner of our free-
dom. Education has exploded old errors, shamed bigotry, broken
the cords of persecution and left human opinions free. Blessed
gift of God to man, grant it may be spared alike by all, and so
impartially distributed that no one shall feel himself exalted
above another. Here let the work be accomplished. Inspired by
that innate principle, love of country, we are inclined to in-
voke first a blessing on this "land of the mountain and the
flood," but our sympathies are not bounded by the green lovely
home, hallowed in our hearts. They fly to the uttermost parts
of the earth, and hang with trembling anxiety round the house-
less heads of the oppressed and persecuted of whatever name or
nation. Dear thrilling reflection! Man shall not forever be
degraded; he shall not creep in the dust like the serpent, nor
hang his head like the willow, in the courts of kings, but
raised and honored by knowledge, he shall enjoy the blissful
sweets of uninterrupted civil and Religious liberty.
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An Oration Before the Connecticut Alpha of the Phi Beta Kappa Society
James. Gould
1825
T. G. Wbodward and Co.: New Haven

"The cultivation of the human mind is, unquestionably, the most elevated
'and most important of all human pursuits."

"The empire of the universe is, itself, an empire of intellect."

"The mere establishment of free ingmbia institutions of government cannot
qualify a people for the enjoyment of civil freedom: They must qualify
themselves for it, by intellectual and moral culture; or the establishment
of its forms will be in vain, and worse than in vain."

Education civilizes, brings culture, promotes a well-functioning democracy.

1. A general discussion of the necessity of education to civilize man,
pages 1-15.

2. Education is important to society; brings culture and variety, page 15.

Describes the "arts" and ti-,eir relationship to education, especially
higher learning.

4. Argues for universal education in a well-functioning democracy, pages 23,
24, 25, and intermittently to the end of the article.

653



540

an

ORATION,

PRONOUNCED AT NEW-HAVEN,

before

THE CONNECTICUT ALPHA

of the

PHI BETA KAPPA SOCIETY,

September 13, 1825.

By JAMES GOULD.

Published at the request of the Society.

NEW-HAVEN:
Printed by T. G. Woodward and Co.

1825.

654



641

At a meeting of the COWNECTICUT ALPHA OF THE PHI BETA: KAPPA
SOCIETY, at the State House intNew-Haven, September 13,
18Z5,

Ord..-red, That the Rev. THOMAS ROBBINS and ROGER S. BALDWIN,
Esq. be a Committee, to present the thanks of the Society to
the Hon. JAMES GOULD, for his Oration delivered this day, and
to request that he would favour the Society with a copy of the
same,for publication.

Attest,
SAMUEL J. HITCHCOCK, Cor. Sec'ry.

AN ORATION.

THE cultivation of the human micid is, unquestionably, the
most elevated, and most ir..portant of all human pursuits. It is
an obvious suggestion of r-aason, that the nobler faculti:es of our
nature must have been desgmed for the most exalted uses: And as
theft capacity of culture admits of no limit, they are efidently
destined to an interminaore progress, in improvement.

The phyeicail powers ze men have assignable limits, lend are
circumscribed, in their exvrcise, by narrow boundaries, which they
can never pass: while the action of a single mind is frequently
felt, in its effects, to tile extremities of the earth, an-d the
remotest ages. Throughout. the known regions of nature, there is
scarcely an ooject, which Ties beyond the reach, or the scrutiny,
of the human intellect. From its humble earthy tenement, it breaks
away, and expatiates throughout immensitydrawing instruction,
alike, from the vast, and the minute; from other spheres, and other
systems; from the living, znd the dead; from "the years beyond the
flood," and the ages of an endless futurity. Its theatre of action
is the universe: from the universe it derives its aliment, and
its treasures. To fix it to the earth, oe limit its operations
to time, or space, were as impossible, as to imprison the winds,
or chain the ocean to its rocks.

Such are the nobler powers of man, when expanded, and matured,
by their proper culture. But even these exalted faculties would
lose their highest uses, and chief importance, in the Bociai
system, but for the power, with whichmind is endowed, of acting
upon mindthe power, in other words, which intelligent natures
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possess, of acting upon kindred natures, and thus of exerting that
intellectual and moral influence, which sustains the whole frame,
and structure of human society. The same law of nature, which
originally conferred upon mankind,iin various proportions, the
power of influencing the opinions, affections, and volitions of each

other, established the foundation f` an intellectual empire, which
has existed, throughout the world, in all ages, and must continue
to exist, under every modification of society. All artificial sys-
tems of dominion, all forms of civil government, are composed of
perishable elements. They successively rise, and flourish; amd

like all other works of art, decay and disappear: But the empire
of intellect is founded in nature, and universa7 fitness; and like
the ordinances of nature, upon vhich it rests, must be perpetual.

There are, however, comparatively few, it would seem, who are
in the habit of assigning to the dominion of the Mind, its actual
extent, or of contemplatinq its vast and momentous results.--Those
great events, and conjunctures, which suddenly, and sensib:4,
affect the condition of society, force themselves, like the grand
operations of external nature, upon the attention of mankind:
But we seldom contemplate, and still more seldom justly estimate,
the efficient influence, which the intel,lectual light of a single
age, or even a single mind, may diffuse throughout the globe,and
transmit to all posterity. Who can define the limits of that
dominion, which the philosophers and orators, the poets, historians
and moralists, of former ages, h-.7.ve constantly exercised, and con-
tinue-:to exercise over the human mind?--a dominion,far transcending,
in authority, that of thrones and sceptres; and extending to what
mere civil power can never reach--the opinions, and sentiments,
and tastes, and affections, of mankind.

Who can determine, to what extent, the views, and habits of
thinking, and by:.necessary consequence, the morals, and charac-
ter, of the present age, have been formed and moulded, by the
master-spirits of former times?--by minds like those of Aristotle
and Bacon, of Cicero and Locke, of Hume and Voltaire, of Addi-
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son and Johnson? For more than two thousand years, Aristotle,

alone, gave law to the earpire of mind, throughout the civilized

world; and swayed a domimion, surpassing, in extent and dura-

tion combined, that of amy monarch, or conqueror, wMo ever held

in subjection, therpersoms, and the rights, of men- How vast, then,

how immeasurable, must be the combined influence of superior

and enlightened intellects, throughout the globe, im forming the

charatters of individuals, and communities, and giving to the

body of every age, "its form and pressure!"

The effiTient power of intellectual influence, both for good and

evil, is a power of exhaustless activity, and unbounded extent.

Like subtle and expansive ftuidl'it dtffuses itself to the utmost

bordel-s, and pervades all the recesses, of human society. For

how many uf those practical rules of life and condact--of those

sententious maxims of traditional wisdom and duty, which even

the nost illiterate, in all civilized communities, possess, are they

unconsciously indebted f-..(o
teachers, of other nat,yms, and other

times, and whose very names are known only to the scholar, and

the oeneral reader! As intellectual culture advarzes in the

worlc, the light of antiquity is transmitted from age to age; and

many of those useful lessons, which the wise and ..7he learned, of

every period, have bequeathed to mankind, thus find their way,

as well to the cottage as the palace. Amd thus trie recorded wis-

dom of each generation becomes the instructor of all classes of

men., in all succeeding times.
It is the remark of a modern writer, that int7ellect governs

the world.; and the asSertion is verified, by all general experience.

In the ordinary, and regular current of human affairs, superior

intelligence and sagacity, in the discovery, and selection of means,

and in adapting them to ends, must ever, ultimately, prevail, as

they everyhave prevailed, over the counsels, and expedients, of

ignorance and imbecility. In every system, or community, of

intelligent beings, inteliect is the natural seat of empire. This

faculty--however liable to be misdirected, by passion, or evil
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propensities, must, by the general laws of our nature, be supreme
--so far as any one principle nf power can te soin the moral,
social, and political systems of the world. Hence it is, that, in all
stages of society--under all forms of civil government, as well the
&cost free, as the most despoticand in all the natural, and arti-
licial, divisions of civil and social life, the many have been ruled,
by the few; and physical strength has bowed iDe-fore the supremacy of
mind. In human governments, the external symbfols, even of sovereign
dominionimay, indeed, devolve upon infancy, fmbecility, or fatuity;
but such a pageant of empire cam be but the mominal depository of
a power, which, if not sustained by the eneru of ot,77er minds,
must be overwhelmed by its own weight.

The empire of the universe is, itself, ac empire of intellect.
Infinite power is but the miniSter of infinite wisdom, and good-
ness. But the principle of goodness resides tn the will: And if
that will of the lawgiver, whici constitutes the law, were not,
itself, directed, and thetmeans of accomplishing its purposes de-
vised, and regulated, by a presiding prihcip7e of intelligences all
system, order, law, and regular government, throughout the uni-
verse, would cease.

It is a truth, familiar to all, at the 7resent day, that moraZ
influence, is illimitable. In the conduct o human affairs, it
supplies the desideratum of Archimedes, for 7moving the world.
Moral influence, itself, however, is but ano-:.-..ber name, for a control,
over the opinions, and affections, of moral agents. And how is
this control to be exerted, to any great, and important end, except
by intellectual power?

The influence of mere moral example, unconnected with intel-
lectual superiority, is not, indeed, to be overlooked, among the
causes, which may affect the characters of individuals, or that of
society. But that mighty spirit of command, which, with more
than a monarch's power, can compose, control, and harmonize, the
jarring elements of human opinions and human passions, is an
attribute of the intellecutal principle--the master-faculty of the
soul.
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To what cause have the great masters of the human mind, in all ages,
owed their dominion over the understandings, the passions, and the
prejudices of their fellow-beings? To what latent principle of
power were Pericles, and Demosthenes, and Cicero, and Chatham,
imdebted, for their boundless ascendancy over the minds of men?
Was it by their own distinguished moral excellence--by the
display of pre-eminent personal virtue--by any superior and
exemplary morality, in their lives, or manners, that they were en-
abled to reduce the human mind, with all its wild and refractory
elements, to a state of captivity, and submission? No: It was the
energy of disciplined genius--of instructed reason--of enlighten-
ed intellect, exerted with irresistible effect, upon the great
s-prings of the human soul.

In all nations, and all communities, the original source, and
Iltimate seat, of power are the same. A free, or popular govern-
ment is generally, and justly, denominated a government of opin-
ion: But the same denomination may, with propriety, be assigned,
though in a more qualified sense, to the most absolute despotism,,
that the world has ever witnessed. No tyrant holds his subjects
in bondage--no military chieftain rules his host--by the strength
cf his own right arm; Submission to civil, or martial rule, is the
effect of a train of influence, operating, through all the gradations
of authority, upon the minds of men. And that power, which can
sway, at pleasure, the opinions of the many, can, in the last resort,
command their physical strength.

Of what immense importance, then, must be the proper cultiva-
tion, and direction, ,of those faculties, which exert such a contról-
ling influence upon the character, conduct, and destinies, of man-
kind! Every consideration, which can render the advancement of
the human race, in whatever is noble, or useful, or estimable, a

.desirable object, must, necessarily, recommend those pursuits,
which conduce to the improvement of the higher and nobler powers
of our nature.
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Far the greatest, and most momentous revolution, which has

ever taken place in the affairs of nen, is that by which the human

mind has been emancipated from the dominion of ignorance, and

barbarism, and elevated to that rank, which it was fitted, and des-

tined, by the Author of nature, to hold. For this mighty change,

in the condition of human society, and for those countless benefits,

which that change has brought, in its train,tthe world is primarily,

.and principally indebted to science, letters, and the liberal arts.

These are "the greater and the lesser lights," by which nations

have been directed, in their progress, through the dark, and dreary

wastes of primitive barbarism, to the brighter realms of civiliza-

tion, and refinement. These are the grand instruments of ad-

vancement, in useful knowledge, and in all the great interests of

the human race.
In an age, like the present, to offer one's self, as an advo-

cate, in the cause of science and literature, or formally to urge

their claims to general patronage and favour, may, perhaps, appear

to many, like entering the lists, "to beat the air," or affecting

to inculcate, what is already known, adknowledged, and felt, by all.

It is certain, however, from univers4l experience, that, in no

nation, and in no age, has the popular, or public, suffrage attached

to those claims, an importance, corresponding, in any reasonable

degree, to their intrinSic merits.
We learn, indeed, that, temples have been reared, and that

altars have smoked with incense, to,the deified authors, and pat-

rons, of the rude arts, and learning, of primitive times: But the

practical utility of high advancement, in liberal knowledge, has

been but little understood, by a vast majority of mankind. The

important uses of elementary learning are, indeed, sufficiently

obvious, to be perceived, and felt, by all classes of men. And

such acquirements, even in classical learning, as may be deemed

indispensable to a respectable standing in the liberal professions,

are, in general, perhaps, regarded with public favour. But high

attainments, in science and literature, are, too generally, consid-
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ered, as calculated rather to gratify the pride, and multiply thehonours, of useless learning, than to confer any practical benefitupon mankind. Their value, in popular estimation, is arbitraryand ideal--like that of other possessions, which are rare, andmerely ornamental. Such acquirements never fail, it is true, toconfer personal distinction, and celebrity, upon their possessors:But the natural and necessary connexion of all useful institutions,and of all the great interests of society, with a high state of ad-vancement, insscience and letters, is one of those realities, whichthe mass of mankind is slow to familiarize, or perceive. In an ageof learning, there is a proneness, in the public mind, to believe,that literature, and the liberal sciences, are already sufficientlyadvanced; or, that they have, already, reached their highest at-tainable point of improvement; and therefore, that all furtheradvancement, in these departments of knowledge, mUst be eitherhopeless, or useless.--If this opinion, which was, doubtless, asprevalent, a century ago, as it now is, had, then, been universal;how many of those improvements, which we, now, deem invaluable,would have been, to the present hour, unknown to mankind!The practical tendency of this popular error, wherever it pre-vails, is the same, as that of a spirit of direct hostility to allhigh proficiency, in intellectual pursuits. In a state like this,especially, where royal and aristocratical munificence is unknown,and where Ui public, as well as private, liberality in the causeof learning, depends on popular opinion, the influence of thisgeneral belief, in counteracting all efforts, to elevate the standardof liberal knowledge, cannot be too much deprecated. And to thisinfluence may be ascribed, in no inconsiderable degree, the com-paratively humble condition of the literary institutions of ourcountry, in relation to the means of advancement, in the higherspheres of learning.
It is demonstrably certain, that the great and various improve-ments, which have taken place, as well in the physical, as the mor-al, and social, condition of man, in his transition, from a stateof na-

2
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ture, to that of the highest refinement, are to be traced, almost ex-clusively, to the cultivation of his intellectual powers. Thistruth, though reflected from almost every object, which, in a land,and an age, of science, meets the eye of observation, is, neverthe-less, one of those, to which thetpublic mind has not been familiar-ized. While every member of cultivated society daily experiences,or witnesses, the numberless ordinary blessings, which science andletters have conferred, and can, alone, confer upon mankind, thereare few who consider, from what sources, such blessings originallyspring. The fact, however, is no matter of wonder, or surprise.Proximate causes, acting sensibly, upon sensible objects, obtrudethemselves upon the notice of the most inattentive observer: Butthose, which lie more remote from their effects, or operate in-sensibly, are observed, only by inquisitive and reflecting minds.The immediate effects of action and rest, of sleep and watchful-ness, of heat and cold, upon the human body, are familiar to theleast considerate of mankind: While the silent action of most ofthecvital functions, in our animal economy, is unfelt, and there-fore, unheeded, by a great majority of those, whose health, andexistence it sustains. The most superficial observer cannot failto discern the genial and quickening influences of solar light,upon the objects of external nature; while the noiseless, butdiffusive, influence of the light of science, upon the character,and condition of society is, in a great measure, unperceived. Inan age of refinement, when the means of supplying human wants areabundant--when the comforts and conveniences of life are multi-plied, and diffused--and when the benefits, resulting from the use-ful institutions and improvements of civilized life, are experiencedby all, how seldom do they reflect, that for these habitual comfortsand enjoyments, they are, in any measure, indebted to the secretand solitary lucubrations of the philosopher, or the scholar!--Butwhat would have been the condition of the human race, if the lightof science had never shone? and what would be their presentprospects, if that light were, now, to be, forever extinguished.
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This enquiry may oe answered, with a sufficient approximationto accuracy, by a very general, and brief exhibitdon of the charac-ter, and circumstances of mankind, in the primitive stages of socie-ty. For, such as their condition then was, such, in its chief, anddistinguishing characteristics, it much have continued to be,butfor those institutions, and improvements, which the progress of lib-eral knowledge has introduced, and multiplied, in later times.In what is termed a state of nature, the human mind is a field,run to waste. Though susceptible of unlimited degrees of culture,and fertility, "things, rank and gross in nature, possess it, mere-ly." The golden age of the world is "a golden dream." The in-nocence, peace, and happiness, with which poetry has investe4, andadorned, the primeval state of society, are visions, suited, only,to a world of fancy.
The difference between civilized, and savage man, is little lassthan that, between the latter, and his brute fellow-tenants of the.,forest. The mere savage, though heir to an exalted nature, is abeing, shorn of his dignity, and degraded from his state. Indolentin body, torpid in mind, devoted to present gratification, and ut-terly careless of the future, he scarcely exhibits the, attributes ofa thinking being. His ideas are limited to the immediate objects ofhis senses; and his virtues, and vices, are qualities rather of in-stinct, than of mind. His habits, his pursuits, his purposes, are asmechanical, and almost as little diversified, as those of the ant, orthe beaver. Those objects of refZection, which, in a state of civili-zation, employ, and expand the faculties of the mind, and whichthe mind itself, by its own combinations, creates, and multiplies,are foreign to his thoughts. Indifferent to all objects, which donot minister to his immediate gratification, and equally impatientof thought, and of bodily labour, he abandons himself, and his fac-ulties, to a life of sloth, sensuality, and mental apathy; from whichhe can be roused, only by the unappeasable cravings of necessity,or the occasional stimulus of some high and unusual excitement.To the spirit of inquiry, and the impulses of curiosity, he is a
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stranger. Even his imagination, though wild and licentious, whenstimulated to action, is habitually sluggish; and he slumbers outhis existence almost as unconscious of his nobler powers, as theflint, of its fire, or the rock, of the gem, which it encrusts. Thegreat volume of nature, open before him, may, occasionally, affordemployment for his credulity, and superstitious fancy; but tohis understanding, the volume is sealed. Regardless, alike, of thepast, and the future, he lives, without reflection, to instruct hisreason; without anticipation, to elevate his hopes.But a state of mental languor, and inaction, is, universally,'astate of mental suffering. And hence, a barbarian, as describedby the most elogant, and most philosophic, of ancient historians,*is, in the intervals of his gross enjoyments, by turns, the most listless, and most restless, of human beings. In quest of relief, fromthis irksome state of existence--this inanimation of the soul--heplunges, alternately, into the opposite extremes of oblivion, andexcitement; arid either drowns his languor, and restlessness, inthe lethargy of inebri4tion, or, hazarding whatever he values, uponthe issue of chance, stimulates his mind to action, by agitating itinto emotion.
And here we may discover, how it comes to pass, that these twodesolating vices--a propensity to intoxication, and a passion fordesperate gaming--have become generally characteristic of savagelife. They spring, in barbarous ages, not as in cultivated society,from any peculiarity, in the vices, or circumstances, of individualmen; but from a general law of human nature--a species of moralnecessity, arising out of the condition of barbarism.To the same cause, may, perhaps, be attributed that extravagantfondness for the marvellous, which marks the savage character.This principle operates, indeed, to a limited extent, in the higherstages of society; but acts, most powerfully,upon the untaughtsavage. Whatever is grand, or terrible, or mysterious, in the visi-ble world, dilates his rude imagination, and rouses his mind to "a

*Tacitus.
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superior consciousness of its own existence." He delights to re-cognize a deity in every stupendous obje t, and a miracle, in everyextraordinary phenomenon, in tne physical world; because the hu-man mind delights to be excited, without exertion: A fact, let meremark, in passing, which may, in some measure, at least, accountfor that fondness, so prevalent, in the more advanceth,stages ofsociety, for scenic exhibitions of imaginary grief, and terror, andpity.--But in the absence of those high excitements, which occasion-ally interrupt his habitual apathy, the life of the barbarian is alife of sleep, and gluttony, and mental vacuity.
Such, in its principal features, has ever been the character ofthe human race, in barbarous ages; and such, the abyss of de-gradation, from which the civilized portion of mankind has beenraised, by mental culture, to that comparative elevation of charac-ter, and condition--that state of advancement, in knowledge andmanners, in civil order, and social happiness, which the presentgeneration is permitted to witness.
There is, perhaps, no single consideration, which can morestrikingly exemplify the immense influence of mental improve-ment, upon the human race, than that endless diversity of charac-ter, manners, tastes, pursuits, and modes of life by which the as-pect of society is variegated, in an age of refinement--contrasted

with that uniformity, or sameness, in all these particulars, whichmarks the savage state. To describe, minutely, all those peculiari-ties,--those numberless inrks of distinction, which characterizethe different civilized communities of the world, or the differentclasses of men, who compose them, were a task, from which themost versatile and gifted mind might well shrink. But the bar-barian, of one age and country, is--with the exception of a fewminute varieties, necessarily arising from difference of climate, orother physical causes--the barbarian of every other; and he, whohas seen one complete specimen of savage society, in any part ofthe world, has, generally speaking, seen it, in all its principaland distinguishing features, throughout the globe.

665
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Hence,it is, that the delineation of the ancient German charac-
ter, by the unrivalled and unerring pencil of Tacitus, has been
found to be a faithful portrait--a true reflected imageof barba-
rous society, in all ages, and all countries. The uninstructed
child of naturewhbther he roams the forests of Tartary, or bends
the bow, in the Western wilderness; whether he inhabits the re-
gions of polar frost, or those, glowing under the fervors of a tropi-
cal sun--is still the same indolent, sensual, and,restless being.

The causes of this uniformity, however, are obvious. The
mind is enlarged, in proportion to the variety, and magnitude, of
the objects, it embraces; and as these are multiplied, in the pro-
gress of knowledge and civilization, they find employment for
every faculty of the soul, and diversify, proportionally, the char-
acters, views, habits, and enterprize, of men. But those objects,
which alone can interest a barbarous age, are too limited, both in
number and variety, to furnish scope for the expansion of the mind.
The same paucity of ideas, the same sterility of thought, and in-
activity of intellect, which stamp a sameness of character and
manners, upon the early stages of our natural infancy, produce a
correspondent uniformity, in those of the early infancy of society.

It is a fact, st:71 more remarkable, that even the physicaZ
characteristics of mankind are not exempt from the all-pervading
influence of intellectual improvement. The very countenance of a
bPrbarian indicates his condition. That unlimited diversity of ex-
presionthose minute and undefinable shadowings of character,
int:slligence, and sentiment, which mark the human countenance, in
an age of refinement, are attributable, almost exclusively, to the
influence of mental culture and civilization. Upon the savage coun-
tenance, Nature has stampeCan habitual, unexpressive uniformity
of aspect--a listless, but rigid, fixedness of featureas a visible
badge, by which he may be distinguished from his civilized fellow-
beings. On his brow, sits no "deliberation, nor public care:"
Neither reflection, nor memory, nor fancy, has impressed its image
upon his features. The glow of sentiment, the animation of in-
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dustry, the ardor of enterprize, find no expression there. A tran-

sient passion may, occasionally, disturb the ordinary composure

of his aspect; but the dead calm of indifference, and mental apathy,

reigns, habitually, as w(11 in his countenance, as in his manners.

As animals, when domesticated or reclaimed, exhibit numerous

varieties, not only in manners, but in physical characteristics,

which never appear in their natural state; so men, in a state of

civilization, are distinguished, by numberless diversities, as well

of aspect, as of character, unknown in a state of barbarism. This

analogy, considered as an insulated fact, ts merely, a curious phe-

nomenon,in what may be termed the natural history of mankind; but

in connexion with the present subject, it furnishes a most im-

pressive illustration of the vast, and various, influence of intel-

lectual culture.
Let it here be remarked, that those varieties of character, .v.;

taste, and pursuits, which distinguish an age of science and refine-

ment, are not matters of mere curious speculation: They are indispen-

sable to the existence, and preservation, of that improved state of

society, in which, alone, they exist, They are, to a state of civili-

zation, what the combined powers of limbs and organs, of circula-

tion, digestion, and secretion, are to the animal body--diffusing

life, and strength, and healthful action, throughout the system.

They are the springs of all that vast voriety, in industry, enter-

prize, and useful exertion, both intel ,ctual and physical, which

affords employment, and gives activity, to every human faculty.

It is clear, indeed, from all history, and experience, that the

character and dondition of society are graduat.d, in general, by its

intellectual state. Nor is this remark to be understood, as dero-

gating, in the slightest degree, from the vast and acknowledged

importance of religious and moral culture: Since the latter can

never be brought to a high degree of advancement, in a low state

of intellectual improvement.
It is time, however, to turn from generalities, to a survey of

some of the more specific uses of science, and general learning.--
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In attempting such a survey, the mind is embarrassed, by the

multiplicity of objects, which claim its attention. To recapitulate

aZZ the multifarious benefits, which learning, and the arts of civili-

zation, have conferred upon mankind, would be a labour, like that

of numbering the solar rays, or the drops of morning dew. In

this Address, the utmost that can be proposed, is a very brief, and

cursory, notice of a few of the more prominent topics, which the

subject suggests.
The arts which we term usefuZ, are regarded with universal

favour, as the sources, from which all the ordinary comforts and

conveniences of civilized life, are immediately derived. But the

useful arts themselves, must have remained, forever, in a state

of rudeness, without the aids, which they have received, from the

liberal sciences. Uninstructed industry, or accident, may, occa-

sionally, lead to the discovery of an insulated fact, of primary im-

portance to the useful arts; but science, along, can furnish the

principles, necessary to the developement of the highest practical

uses, and results, of such discoveries. There is scarceTy an art,

practised among men, and transcending the rude and simple ex-

pedients of primitive necessity, to which the liberal sciences have

not been, in some important degree, ancillary--as contributing,

either to its invention, or to its highest, and most efficient

application.
We contemplate, with admiration, that skill, by which the as-

tronomer, or man of science, measures the magnitude and distance,

or ascertains the position, the course, and the periodical revolu-

tions, of a heavenly body; or by which he calculates the velocity,

and aberration, of light; or predicts with unerring accuracy, the

eclipses, not only of the superior luminaries, but of every satellite,

in the solar system--without once reflecting, perhaps, that it is

this science of the heavenly bodies, which enables us to measure

the globe, which we inhabit; to ascertain the relative positions of

its various parts; to trace our way, through the trackless wastes

of ocean; and thus to hold communication with the remotest re-
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gions of the earth. How animportant, comparatively speaking,

would have been the manual dexterity of the artisan, in moulding

masses of wood, or metal, into those forms, which cGnstitute the

the component parts of a machine, without the aid of those princi-

ples of philosophical and mathematical science, which regulate all

workS of mechanism! Without similar aids, derived from the same

sources, how partial, and relatively insignificant, would have

been the uses of the mechanical powers, and ofhthose forces, which

nature has furnished, in heads of water, and the expansive power

of steam; and which, under the direction of genius and science,

united, have, virtually, endowed one human agent, with the physical

strength of a multitude, and almost realized the bold and aspiring

anticipation of "the omnipotence of mind over matter!" Who can

detail the multifarious uses of chemical science, in agriculture

and manufactures; in pharmacy, and the art of healing; and in all

the various arts of rural and domestic economy? Need I mention

that necessary art--upon which all national security depends--the

modern art of war? to which, in several of its great departments,

and especially, in those of fortification, gunnery and engineering,

high and various attainments, in mathematical, and physical science,

are indispensable. What, comparatively, would have been the benefits,

derived from the arts of ship-beilding and seamanship:. from the

discovery of the polarity of the magnet, and even the invention,

(if, indeed, mere mechanical skill could have accomplished it,) of

the mariner's compasswithout the light and luidance of mathematical

and astronomical science, to direct, extend, and multiply their

several uses? What numberless benefits have mankind derived, from

that free and regular intercourse --that habitual
interchange of

products, intelligence, opinions, and improvements, which maritime

skill and enterprise have established, betwee4 the varicus nations

of the earth--that intercourse, by which the discoveries, and in-

ventions, the learning and wisdom, of every community, and of every

mind, have been laid open to the common use of the civilized world!

3
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And yet, how seldom do we trace these invaluable benefits to any

causes, more remote, than the direct and proximate means, by

which they are brought within our reach?

It becomes a philosophical age, however, to reflect, that the

primary sources of these multiplied blessings are mountain-springs,

found only in the tlevated regions of learning: And that the pres-

ent unexampled augmentation and diffusion 6f useful improvements,

and of the treasures of nature,and art, throughout the civilized

world, are but the natural effects of an advanced state of liter-

ature and science. Whetle, then, we boast of those high achieve-

ments, in the arts of utility, which excite the wonder even of our

own age, and would, in former times, have been pronounced mirac-

ulous, let us not forget, that, without the aids of liberaZ knowledge,

those achievements had never been accomplished.

But to leave a topic, on which detail would be endless, let us

very briefly inquire, what has been the influence of the advance-

ment of learning, upon the moral condition of society?

By the laws of our nature, there appears to be an established

connexion between intellectual and moral improvement. This

proposttion, however, is not intended to imply, that a man of learn-

ing is, of course, a man of virtue; and much less, that the morali-

ty of individuals is proportioned to their respective intellectual

attainments. The extent of the assertion is, merely, that the

advaecement of knowledge is, in its general tendency, and therefore,

in its ordinary efrects"sebse:evient to the cause of general,

practical morality. And it may be added, that this salutary tendency

is more visible, in its influence upon society, at large, than upon

individuals: Since the general aspect and coddition of society is

open to universAl observation; while the distinctive features of

individual character fall under the notice of comparatively few.

It has been supposed, by many, that deep research, especially

in physical and metaphysical science, or abstract learning, in

general, has a tendency to promote scepticism, and free-thinking, and

consequently, licentiousness in morals: And the names of Boling-
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broke, Hume and Gibbon, Voltaire, Rosseau, and others, are often
pointed to, as beacons, to warn mankind of the dangers, which lurk,
in the deep recesses of human learning. But this opinion mistakes
an anomaly, for a general law. How many names, more illustrious
than these--what an array of giant minds--might be marshalled
against this little band of sceptics! The latter are, indeed, the
more conspicuous, from their comparative rarity; as a comet,
thwarting the firmament, is, for a season, an object of more atten-
tion, that the whole glorious "host of heaven."

That advancement in knowledge isffriendly to the cause of vir-
tue, would seem deducible, by reason, from the known attributes of
th* Deity. All science, properly so called, consists in the de-
velopement of truth; and-the same may be said, in general, of all
sound literature. And is it to be supposed, that any system of
truth can be, dn its essential nature, hostile to the cause of vir-
tue? It would seem like an impeachment of the existing constitution
of things, and consequently, of the wisdom, or goodness, of Him, who
ordained it, to hold, that profound discoveries, in the laws, or
economy, of the physical, intellectual, or moral world, could, from
any inherent tendency, conduce to error, or licentiousness, in rea-
soning, or in morals. "An undevout astronomer is mad;" and is
not an undevout proficient in any other branch of science, equally
so? Whether the man of science investigates the::iproperties of mat-
ter or of mind; the laws of the universe, or the economy of the
minutest insect tribe; the wonders of external nature, or those of
his own eiAstence; he can hardly fail to be impressed with high
and reverential thoughts of Him, "who passes wonder"--the Author
of this :,,tpendous system. And who can doubt, that such sentiments
are, in Oleir direct, and natural tenuency, subservient to the
cause of virtue?

Of a k4ndred nature, is the moral tendency of generai literature.
Whatever enlarges, tends to elevate, the mind. There is, indeed,
a literature, falsely so called, which has been justly styled "a mor-
al poison," But that genuine, chastened, learning, hy which the
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mind of the sage and the scholar is instructed, is scarcely less con-ducive to the interests of morality, than to those of philosophy, andgeneral knowledge.
It is eminently worthy of remark, that there is a general connex-

ion, between the inteileatuaL, and the moral, taste. To the truth
of this postilion, the genius of language, itself, bears testimony, incharacterizing polite literature, by the terms, liberaZ, ingenuous,humane; and common observation, it is believed, will prove, that
a cultivated taste, and a gross, base, or violent spirit, are nLt
frequently united, in the same mind.

The importance of intellectual improvement to the great inte-
rests of religion, can scarcely be doubted, by any reflecting mind.
These interests have never flourished, in the absence, or in a de-pressed state, of human learning. To what a depth of degradation
was Christianity reductd, during the iong, dark, and dreary periodof the middle ages!--a period, during which, a system of doctrines
and precepts, dictated by infinite wisdom and purity, was reduced,
by ignorance and imposture, to a compound of mere absurdity andgrossness! This depravation of Christianity commenced with the
subversion, and terminated with the fuZi restoration of Zearning.
And it is as certain, as mere moral certainty can render any
fact, that, had the light of science and literature, never again
broken in upon the world; the light of the Protestant Reformation
had never dawned upon Christend,m.

That great event, which unsealed the Word of God to the world,
to which it was sent, was reserved for a learned, and philosophical
age. When science, and literature had been re-established, upon
an immovable foundation; when the inventions of the mariner's
compass, of paper, and of the art of printing, had opened innu-
merat,le channels, before unknown, for the circulation of knowl-
edge; when the discovery of India, and the Western continent,
had given an impulse, almost universal, to the spirit of enterprize
and inquiry; then, and not till then, did the Reformation burst
upon the Christian world. The see of Rome, which had, then, at-
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tained a degree of power and splendor, unexampled, In that age,
and unrivalled, in later times, was held, 5y the most munificent,
and accomplished pontiff, who had ever worn the mitre; and each
of the temporal thrones in Europe, was occupied by one of the
ablest, and most powerful, of its own monarchs. Against thiscombined, and tremendous array of power, was the banner of the
Reformation displayed; and without the assistance of the lit2ra-
ure of the age, it must have been trampled in the dust, almost
without a struggle. But the cause of reform was, not only in fact,
but professedly, identified with that of learning; and the historyof the period clearly proves, that, without the=aid of Erasmus, Me-lancthon, and other eminent scholars of the age, even the stern
and unyielding spirit of Luther himself, would have despaired ofsuccess. The triumph of the Reformation was, in truth, the tri-
umph no less of learning, than of the Protestant faith.* And if

*That the Reformation, so far as it depended upon human means,was effected by the Zearning of the age, in which it took place, is
a fact, as well established as any other in modern history. Sincethe delivery of this Address, however, I have heard, with some
surprise, of suggestions, from several quarters, that, in the abovestatement, I have not only ascribed too much to the influence of
learning; but have even mistaken effect for cause, in ascribing the
Reformation to the progress of learning, instead of representing therevital of learning, as the effect of the Reformation. But it
should be recollected, that learning began to revive in modern
Eurppe, about the commencement of the twelfth centurymore than
400 years before the doctrines of Luther were first promulged:And that the pontificate of Leo X.--during which that Reformetifirst
became known to thie, worldhas ever been regarded, as the most il-
lustrious period, in the history of modern learninga period, whichhas, to this time, been constantly compared with those of Pericles,and Augustus. About a century and a half before the time of Luthe.',
a reformation, similar to his, had been attempted, by Wyckliffe,
Huss, Jerome of Prague, and their followers. But this attempt was
prior to the art of printing, and before the use of paper, inWestern Europe. The age was not, even then, ripe for the experi-
ment; and nothing, less than a miracle, could have given i",;
success.--The history of the world proves, incontestitly, that
learning may flourish, to any
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the light of science, and literature, were now extinguished; bywhom could that faith be vindicated, and sustained? There canbe no rational doubt, that, so far as it depends upon human exer-
tion, for support, it would soon be banished from the world.

In the present age, and especially in our own country, the
influence of science and letters, upon the civil condition of mankind,is a subject os deep, and universal interest.--Of the existing nationsof the earth, the most enlightened are the most free. And,so far

extent, without christianity; but that undefiled ch*4stianity can-not long prevail, in an age of ignorance.
To Show how strictly the cause of the Reformation, and thatof learning, were "identified," and how dependent, for success, theformer was, upon the latter, I merely give the following quotations:"His" (Luther's) "friends are always represented, by him, astthe friends and patrons of liberal studies; and his adversaries

"are stigmatized, in the most unqualified terms, as stupid, illiterate,"and contemptiblt." (Rosc, Leo X.)
"The opinion," (viz, that the cause of learning, and that ofthe Reformation, were the same,) "was, now, too deeply impressed onfteipublic mind"--to be obliterated. "The advantages, which

auther derived from this circumstance, are incalculable."--"The
"public opinion was so strongly in his favour, that his opponents
"could scarcely find a ftinter, in Germany, who would publish their0works." (Ib.)--Erasmus, in a letter to Henry Eighth, dated atBasle, says, "Hic opinor, nullus est typographus, qui ausit excudere"quod verbulo, attingat Lutherum: Contra Pontificem licet scribere
"quidvis."--"Sadoletti, Bembo, and the rest of the Italian scholars,,"(who adhered to the Pope,) kept aloof, from the contest, unwilling
"to betray the interests of Ziterature, by defending the dogmas of"religion." (Rosc. Leo X.)--"It is certain," says Erasmus, "that
"they, who first opposed themselves to Luther, were also the enemies
"of learning; and hence its friends were less adverse to him, lest,"by assisting his adversaries, they should injure their own cause."--
Of the opposers of Luther, Erasmus says, "Non conquiescent, donec"linguas, ac bonus titeras omnes, subverterint." And again,
"Breviter sic agunt, ut non minus laedant optimas literas, ac
"linguae, quam Luther: 7. "

Stronger evidence cannot, surely, be required, to show, that
thetstruggle, between the Reformers,and the Romish Church, was, onboth sides, considered as a contest between the advocates, and theopposers,00f the progress of learning.
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as we are enabled to judge, either from experience, or those known
laws, which govern human nature, and human affairs, ittwould
seem impossible, that an intelligent, and well informed people can
ever bp longc;oppressed,by their civil rulers: A lesson, which ap-
pears to have been well understood, by tyrants, in all ages.
Charlemagne and Alfred have been rendered illustrious, by their
efforts, in the propagation of learning: And examples there have
been, of despotic monarchs, who, within the narrow circle of their
own courts and flatterers, have patronized letters and the arts,
from the ambition of adding lustre to their thrones. But who,
among the great oppressors of mankidd, ever encouraged the gen-
eral diffusion oC knowledge? Tiberius, than whom a more saga-
cious despot never outraged humanity, led the wa y, in the degra-
dation of Roman learning; and Caligula faithfully followed his
example. Nero murdered the(poet Lucan from fear of his genius,
and acquirements. Domitian literally declared open war, upon
every department of learning, and banished, from Italy, its profes-
sors, of every denomination. When Edward the First had resol-
ved upon the conquest of Wales, he found it necessary, as a pre-
liminary measure, to destroy her Bards. That arch-tyrant, Louis
the Elevenththe TOerius of modern history--affected the dis-
honour bf literature, by denying a literary education, even to
his son, the immediate heir and successor to his throne; and Fred-
erick the Second of Prussia, though vain, himself, of the title of
philosopher, and scholar, treated with systematic contempt, every .

man of learning in his dominions.--Such, without doubt, is the
true policy of all tyrants. Ignorance is the natural handmaid of
despotism: Learning, morals and liberty have usually flourished,
declined, and expired, together.

It is idle to suppose, that the forms of a free government can,
alone, secure the civil freedom of any people. It is not in the
power of any constitutional charter, however free, nor of any ad-
ministration, however able, and faithful, to protect, and perpetuate
the rights of a nation, against its own ignorance, or vices.
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It is a natural, and therefore, a common subject of regret, tobenevolent minds, that the blessings of civil liberty have been, andstill are, enjoyed by so few of the nations of the earth. But is itnot a matter of, at least, some doubt, whether most of the nations,now existing, are not, already, in possession of as much civil free-dom, as theyare, yet, qualified to exercise? May we not, in general,suspect, from the very fact of a people's long, and tamely, sub-mitting to the deprivation of civil liberty, that they are, in somerespect, unworthy of it, or unfit t- enjoy it? This may, perhaps,be deemed austere speculation; but i-c cannot be more irrational,than the supposition, that any one given form of government, howeverexcellent in the abstract, is adapted tt, the condition, or wouldconduce to the welfare, of all nations. Ifithe British constitutionwere now to be conferred upon the empire of China, or Turkey, orRussia; or if that of the United States should, atthis time, beadopted by the states of Barbary, or the Aborigines of our owncountry; is it possible to believe, that the change would, ineither case, confer a benefit? It would be like harnessing for bat-tle, the youthful shepherd of Bethlehem, with the armour of Saul;or like joining a living head to an inanimate body.The wish, so frequently expressed, in our country, that our ownfree civil institutions might be extended to tbe.whole human race,originates, without doubt, in a sentiment of humanity: But itspresent accomplishment would, probably, bring more calamity uponthe world, than it now stiffer5, from ,ll its oppressors. Howny of the existing nations of the earth are, now, qualified for..e enjoyment of civil liberty, it is, surely,;Inot for me to decide.France hasmmade one memorable effort, for the attainment of re-publican freedoman effort, which threatened, and convulsed, thewhole frame of civilized society, throughout the world. But evenFrance was compèlled to seek a refuge, from the effects ofown attempt, in the protection of an unlimited, inexorable, despo-tism. And theiresult of the experiment, now in progress, in a re-mote part of our own continent, time alone can unfold. Thus
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much,Arowever, appears certain: The mere establishment of free
institutions of government cannot qualify a people for the enjoy-
ment of civil freedom: They must quaZify themselves for it, by in-
tellectuaZ and moraZ culture; or the establishment of its forms
will be in vain, and worse than in vain.

The same causes, which contribute to the interests of a people,
in their social and civil relations, ,Ire equally conducive to the
great interests of nations, in their relations to each other. Since
civilization first adorned society, pre-eminence, in science, letters,
and the liberal arts, has b3en, not only among the highest attri-
butes of national character, but one of the principal elements of
national power. Character commands credit; knowledge is the
fountain of resource; and hence it happens, that, among the com-
munities of the world, the seat of science has, usually, been the
seat of empire. While the learning, and arts, and enterprize, of
Greece were flourishing, in their meridian splendour, she could de-
fy, and repel, the world, in arms. The gigantic power of Persia
was prostrated before her; nor was her freedom finally subverted,
until she was self-vanquished, by unbounded luxury, intestine de-
visions, the corruption of hr citizens, &nd the intrigues of her
conqueror. And Rome herself, was, in effect, subdued, by her own
degeneracy,--by the degradation of learning ana moralsbefore she
was overwheamed by the barbarians of the North.

But the same lessens, which are taught, by examples from anti-
quity, may be derived from the experience of our own, and of all,
times. Compare the more enlightened, with the ignorant, or less
informed, nations of the earth--and how vast is the difference of
the*r condition! We have only to ppen our eyes, upon the existing
state of the world, to discover, that, wherever seats of learning,
wherever science, and the arts are flourishing, there are found na-
tional character, industry, enterprize, wealth, and public happi-
ness: And that, where the mind is uncultivated, where science
and letters are unknown, degraded, or neglected, it is vain, to
look for high advancement, in the useful arts, or productive indus-
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try; for noble enterprize, national dignity, or general prosperity.
What wonders have been wrought, in the career of national great-
ness, by that people from whom we derive our origin! An island,
which one of our own native lakes might encircle, and which
shows, on the map of the world, but like a rock, in the ocean, has,
confessedly, attained the highest rank, among the nations of the
globe; and now occupies the summit of national grandeur. In wealth,
character, influence, and efficient power, the resources of Great
Britain far surpass, at this moment, those of any other nation
existing. In the darkest, and most appalling hour, which the modern
world has ever witnessed--when a gigantic, and ferocious despotism
threatened destruction to the independence of nations, and the
political liberties of mankind; even in that awful hour, she stood,
alone in arms, against the combined strength of continental Europe;
and like her own native cliffs, she stood unmovedtriumphant! And
whence has she derived this pre-eminence, but from her schools, and
seats of learning, toe intellectual and moral culture of her sub-
jects, and the wisdom of her institutions?

The experience of the world is replete with instruction, upon
these important topics: But the occasion forbids oetailed illustra-
tions, and claims our attention to considerations, which relate,
more immediately, to ourselves.

In the main subject of this Address, no nation is more deeply
intereste4, than our own. Our country, in its original settlement,
was dedicaed to the cause of religious li, pty, and learning; and
to us, oi the present jeneration, is that cause now committed, as a
sacred trust. To dischare this trust, with fidelity, and transmit
it, entire, to posterity, is a duty, not only F gratitude, to those,
from whom we derived it, but of justice to ourselves, to mankind,
and to future ages.

We are a new nation, placed in a new world, to work out our
own happiness, under new institutions; and to those, who are ob-
servant of the existing state of things, and the signs of the times,
it must be apparent, that we are destined, as a nation, to act a
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most important part, in human affairs. What our future condi-
tion may be, is, of course, like other future events, unknown to us.
But since we know, that nations, as such,are the subjects of no
other, than temporal retributions; we may conclude, with some
degree of confidence, that those of them, which deserve prosperity,
will not fail to attain it. And with this dictate of reason, all
general experience coincides.

The true glory, and lasting interests, of a nation, are to be
sought, in the cultivation of useful knowl6d9e, good morals, and
the arts of peace. And, wherever the first of these is made to
flourish, the two latter are found in its train.

The impottance of intellectual culture was clearly understood,
by the original founders of our free institutions. Among their ear-
ly cares, was the establishment of those z-lts of learning, which,
for generations past, have enlightened a -lorned our country.
These have been the sources of that portion, which we possess, of
useful learning, and general morality; the pillars of thatsysta of
popular and universal instruction, by which this section of our
country has been distinguished, above all the communities of the
earth; the nurseries, which have supplied learnin&, and wisdom,
te our halls of legislation, our puTpits, and our tribunals of
justice. May we never incur the reproach of permitting such in-
stitutions to languish,in our hands!

It is a fact, pre-eminently worthy of our attention, that the
Literary character of every nation is, in a great measure, determined,
by that of its l-.Sterary institutions. And it is vain to expect,
that our country can ever reach, and maintain, that rank, to which
she aspff*es, among the nations of the earth, without supporting a
correspondent rankinin intellectual improvement, until "Amer,:an
books" shall be "read," in Europe, and especially in Great Britain;
until there shall be an interchange, between the two countries, as
well of learning, as of the physical products of industry, it is
idle, to think of our maintaining a literary competition with that
nation: And those boasts--of which we witness but too many
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examplesof our own superiority, in genius and learning, expose
us to the derision of the world.

Our vernacular literature is still in its rudiments. It would,
however, Le a gross slander upon our country, to deny, that she
possesses a large, and invaluable, fund of literary and scientific
knowledge. But of this, far the greater part is derived from
foreign sources. Some of our literary institutions, it is true, are
above all praise, for their perseverance, and success, in raising the
standard of educauion, and learning, in our country, without means,
and in the midst of discouragements. But no human efforts can
accomplish impossibilities; And that our unaided collegiate es-
establishments thould successfully vie with the amply-endowed,
and cherished, universities of Europe, or of Great Britain alone,
may, safely, be pronounced impossible.

Such, in a great measure, must the relative state of our litera-
ture, probably continue to be, until we shall have full-organized
universities, and a body of Ziterati, forming a distinct profession.
But such-a consummation can never be attained, until, emulating
the literary character, we shall also emulate the literary patronage,
of foreign nations. As the standard of learning and education
fises, it becomes necessary, that the means of sustaining it, be pro-
portionally augmented.

Unfortunately, however, those very civil rIgulations, upon which
we justly sat the highest value, present serious obstacles, to the
attainment, by our literary institutions, of that rank, to which they
might, otherwise, aspire. In other nations, princel, nobles, and the
possessors of great hereditary wealth, are the natural, and pre-
scriptive founders, and patrons, of seats of learning. But by the
frame of our civil policy, and its equalizing effect, in the division,
and subdivision, of inheritances, our institutions of learning are,
entirely, excluded from the two former, and, in a great measure,
from the last, of these sources of patronage, And it is apparent,
that unless some new source of pecuniary aid shall be opened, to
our principal seats of learning; unless they shall be enabled by
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their endowments, to keep pace with the advancement of the age,and even to take a lead, in that advancement; they must, ulti-mately, decline.
Let it not be forgotten, that our literary institutions, and,the general learning of our country, must flourish, or decay, to-gether: And that, if they arenpermitted to languish, the fault, thefolly, the disgrace, will all be our own.--Let the friends of ourcountry, then, unite their efforts, to avert so great a reproach--sogreat a calamity.
Our pres'At condition, as a peopie, is a subject of just con-gratulation; and our future destiny is committed, under Providence,to our own care. We have advantgges, pocsessed, to an equalextent, by no other people, on the globe, for a high career, in intel-lectual improvement. Our unlimited freedom of inqutry, of opin-ion, and of enterprizs; our free and frequent intercourse with ev-ery region of the earth; a language, more widely extended, andknown, throughout the world, .than any other living tongue; a free-dom of competition, which enables the humblest citizen to aspire tothe hJghest distinctions; and the general prosperity, and increasingresources, of our country; all these, combined, present pe-uliarfacilities, and scope, for exertion, and emulation, in every usefulpursuit.
But, above all, the age, in which ws live, and the existingstate of the world, bring with the-J., irresistible motives to exertion,in the cause of liberal, and useful knowledge. There are certain pe-riods, in which the human mind is excited, by an almost simulta-neouss and universal impulse, to unusual activity: And such isthe period, which we, this day, witness. The present is, pre-em-inintly, an age of inquiry, and enterpri7.e, of discovery, of inven-tion, and of universal improvement. It is an age, full of destlny;and, if we are just to ourselves, of most auspicious augury to Jarcountry.
The present generation has introduced a new era, in science,and productive industry, Liberal knowledge and the useful arts
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are now pursued, to an extent, for surpassing all former example;
the general scale of learning is enlarged; and even in these latter
days, scienceF.:, unknown to our fathers, have sprung into life.
Mineralogy, geology, galvanism, statistics, political economy, and
the modern system of chemistry, may all be regarded, as new, or
recent, sciences: That great desideratum, the longitude has, virtu-
ally, and to most practical purposes, been discovered, by the in-
vention of the chronometer: The physical and abstract sciences,
and general literature, are steadily advancing: Geographical dis-
covery is prosecuted, with a zeal and perseverance, which yield
neither to tiie rigors i n arctic climate, nor to the terrors of an
African desert. Every mountain, and valley, in both hemispheres,
is a scene of scientific research: And universal learning, In its
numerous departments, is rapidly extending its limits, and aug-
menting its stores.

To the honour of our country, she : t= thus far, partaken, large-
ly, of the spirit of the age. And what a noble field, for exertion,
and improvement, now lies before her! In commerce, she is se-
cond, only to a single nation. Her internal resources are inex-
haustible; and in native enterprize, she yields to no nation, on
t'e globe. With a population, doubling, in the lapse of a single
generation; and almost boundless territory, of which the shores
are washed by two oceans, and comprehending nearly every vari-
ety of soil and climate; with the freest civil institutions existing,
and a people, intelligent, and addicted to inquiry; it may, surely,
be said ol her, if of any nation, visited by the sun, that the means
of achieving greatness and glory, are at her own command. While
her external commerce visits every shore, a spirit of internal im-
provement has gone forth, which nothing can resist. In the mean
time, her frontier settlements are rapidly advancing their limits:
Her population is preE:sing to the furthest barrier of the West:
And the silent, and desolate shores of the Pacific, will,'soon, re-
sound with the cheering voice of industry, and beam with the light
of science. Those neglected regions, hitherto the wastes of na-
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tura, are, shortly, to become the abodes of knowledge, and wealth,
and civilized life.

Nos, primus equis Oriens afflavit anhelis,
Illic, sera rubens accendit lumina Vesper.

The faculties of the human mind are, at the present time, in a
state of ztrenuous and emulous activity; and the circumstances of
the world afford the amplest scope, and highest en,..auragement, to
intellectual exertion. An unexampled spirit of enterprize is con-
tinually opening new sources of improvement, in every department
of knowledge, and every useful pursuit. By the enlarged, and
still extending, intercourse of mankind, every valuable invention,
and disi7overy, is speedily transmitted "from sea, to sea, and from
shore, to shore:" And the present generation may gratefully hail
the arrival of that auspicious period, of which it was predicted,
of old, that "many should run, to and fro, and KNOWLEDCE SHOULD
BE INCREASED."
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"Triumphs of Intellect" - A Lecture
Stephen Cahpin, D.D.
1824
William Hastings: Waterville

On Education and Society

"Would you then enjoy the treasures of science, y.lu must early
resolve to put forth all your intellectual strength. Having
but just commenced your literary course, you must be, in some
measure, ignorant of your intellectual powers; and may you nEver
know the extent of them unless you are determined to try thom
by reapeated efforts."

"You must not only be constant 4n your labors, but you must feel
a': enthusiastic zeal and delibic. =n your advances in knowledge.'

"We wish to have enkindlEd in your breasts a quenchless zeal In
the pursuit of science."

1. This article contains some interesting ideas on curriculLm
and subject matter in the common schools.

2. Discusses the benefits of education to the individual an12.
So,Aety.
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excellent Lacture, delivered in the College Chapel, October
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Professor CHAPIN
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LECTURE.

THE time has arrived for the resumption of our publiclabors. According to previous intimations, you now have aright to expect the commencement of our triennial lectures.But this course we shall, for once, defer, that we may dis-cuss one more miscellaneous topic. The subject to which werefer is, the triumphs of intellect. By the triumphs ofintellect, we mean distinguiShed success, attending welldirected and persevering applications of the mental powers.That intense studies are generally crowned with high attain-ments admits of very satisfactory proof.
It is manifestly the intention of our Creator, that themind shall be .1mproved and enriched by the employment ofappropriate means. The Almighty could easily have formedman with the capacity of the highest Angel, and then navemiraculously imparted to him all the knowledge, which hewas capable of eeceiving. This capacity he could continueto enlarge for interminable ages; and as it was increased,he could, without the' help of human education, have filledit with the treasures of science. But he was pleased topursue a different method. Since the formation of our firstparents, man comm eces his existence in a state of infancy.At first his pow-

5

ers are extremely feeble and wholly destitute of knowledge.He has every thing to learn. There are only two ways, inwhich his mind can be improved and stored with wisdom. Itmust be rendered thrifty aed fruitful by miraculous showersof intellectual manna, or by the ordinary use of means--bypersonal discipline and laborious studies. This latter isthe course, that infinite wisdom has selected, and it isonly by steadily pursuing it, that any one can secure fairgrounds for literary fame. Knowledge is a pearl of greatprice. It is not, however, brought to our hands by theministry of Angels. Before you can be enriched and adornedwith this invaluable jewel, you must search, you must digfor it with a desire, which nothing can gratify, but theactual possession of the coveted good. If thou criest afterknowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding, thenshalt thou find the knowledge of God.
Very wonderful success has attended the efforts to in-crease the corporeal powers. There is, perhaps, but littlenative difference in the dily faculties of persons, blessedwith equal goodness of constitution. But the actual differenceis often surprisingly great. The untaught in music observeonly broad distinctions in sounds, while masters in the sciencediscriminate the slightest discords, and all the delicatevarietie- 41 the tones of the voice. How nice the smell andthe tas ef the city epicure, when compared with the bluntnessof these senses in the savage of the forest! Compare featsof dexterity with the clumsy motions of these who have never
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disciplined their limbs to move with quickness and precision.The balancing master walks his slack rope with almost as muchease, as the honest farmer keeps his furrow. With what amaz-ing celerity and exactness does the organist, or the chirographer,move his fingers, in cutting several hundred strokes, or intouching as many different notes every passing minute! Howexact and how swift the blob of the fencer!--How obedient arethe edge and the point of the surgical instrument in the handof the skilful operator! How closely will they play arounda vein, or an artery, without injuring the life of the patient!Even sickly and delicate constitutions have been renderedhealthy and robust by proper exercise and regimen. Laomedon,to cure a disorder on his spleen, applied himself to running,and continued constantly a great length of way, till hegained such fine health and soundness of breath, that he wasemboldened to strive for the crown in the Olympic games, andwon the laurel in one of the-long races. But these are tri-umphs over muscles, and cords, and bones. Are these, then,the otly parts of man, which are docile and susceptible ofhigh improvement? If the animal eystem may be trained tosnch a state of perfection, is not the argument from analogy,qui.e irresistible, that the mental powers too are capableof being eoeally improved by well directed and steady discipline?Astonishing improvements have been made in useful arts.It is true that advances in these arts imply the existenceand the success of intellectual effort. But there may begreat mechanical

7

improvements without much mental exertion. There is an im-portant difference between designing and executing. Theformer requires the exertion of mind,--the latter, strengthof body, and extended practice. Unquestionably many a cu-rious artizan wrought upon the tomb of Mausolus and the templeof Diana, who were strangers to that genius, which enabledScopas and Ctesiphon to plan those buildings, which long stoodamong the wonders of the world. Would you see the progress ofarts, compare the miserable shelters of the northern barbarianswith the superb seats and palaces of the Greeks and Romans.Compare the draals of Africa with the splendid cities ofEurope. Compare the birch skiff of the Indian tribes withthose lofty fleets, which form the terror and the glory ofthe ocean. In the wilds of this country there may now existmany an untaught genius, whose rude figures and sketches ofthe human form present only a distant resemblance of man; yetwith requisite means and application he might furnish productionswhich would vie with the best specimens, ever placed in theRoman Vatican. In advancing the fine and useful arts to ahigh point of excellency, many difficulties have been over-come, and long and patient labors enured. Raphael longhandled his brush and made many a trial, before he completedthose pieces which have excited the admiration of subsequentages. Phidias long wrought with the chisel and hewed andpolished many a block of marble, before he could impartcelestial dignity to his famous statue of Minerva. But shallthe painter


