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: workers,

" of the Sp
.;.forelgn correspondent in Vletnam, in the Dormmncan Repubhc, and:

For the first time, in a public setting, the Mexican -American com-
munity’s problems in civil rights were the central topic of a Commission
hearing. It was not, however, the first time that Mexican American
needs and aspirations in the field of equal opportunity and civil rxghts
had been considered by the Commission. At previous hezrings in
Phoenix, Los Angeles, and San Franclsco, Mexican American spokes-
men had presented some of the issues and demands of the Spanish-
speaking community. State Adv1sory Committees in the five South-
western States of Arizona, California, Colorado, New Mex1co, and
Texas, had addressed themselves to problems concerning :the Mexican
American people, and occasionally had issued reports of their findings.

But the San Antonio hearing concentrated for the first time the Com-
mlssxon s full attention and resources. Texas, where no: hearing had

“been held before by the ! Com'mssxon and with the second largest Spanish

'surname populatxon, and San Antomo the Texas city with' the largest

‘Mexican | ‘American’ communlty, Tered a log1ca1 s1te for the weeklong ‘
‘hearing ‘of December 9-14. ‘

For nearly 6 months prioT to +he 11eanng, staﬂ' members c‘.elved mto

the cond’tlons of hfe and work: among Mexican Amerxcans ﬁlter1ngv o
o out the i issues related to civil rights and laying the groundwork for the

' hearlng A field representatxve was asslgned to San Antonlo for, coord1- .
natlon of ons1te act1vxt‘.es :

Some 1,000 persons were mtervxewed volumes of data were collected

i and analyzed nearly 80 persons in all were requested to speak under

sﬂ"*mna —from barrlo res1dents to State’ oﬂimals, busmessmen to farm

o;riéclals, and three families also testified. -

. :The hearlng explored maJor areas of’ concern .to Mexman Arnerlcans
.,and the Commtsslon employment, educatlon, andl tlre administration
of justice.. Problems in hous1ng and polltlcal regmmttatmn were also-
cons1dered The total plcture ‘of econolmc deprl\ram&i, of: J:!elegatlon to.
§ .the meanest employment of educatxonal suppreswm“and of restrlcted

.opportumty in almost.every phase of life: unfolde#t. R
Expressxng great empathy with the story thatede*‘«‘eloped was a pre-

domxnantly Mexxcan Amerlcan aLdlence that daikz, filied the auditorium.
. at Our Lady of the Lake College where the heariug was ‘conducted.

\Vhat follows xs an account of: tz'he CommlSSlOﬂf& hearlmg by Rubeln

-,v1eWs do not necessarlly mresent those of the

students to schotl supeginte s, Clv-“g.ymen, law enforce- ,
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tonio hearlng of the U. Commxssxon on C:v1l nghts »
he ial ‘anguish M xxcan Amerxcans was:

d e an 1n Controversy- ‘
st minority Mexican: Amencans had
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Then came the black revolution.

It exploded partly from a condition which had been known all along
but was now the basis for a black-white confrontation: the color of
one’s skin was all too important in Amerlca White was good. Black
was bad.

Faced with an identity crisis, many young Mexican Americans—
excited by black militancy—decided that they had been misled by their
elders into apathetic confusion. It came as a shock at first: Mexican
Americans felt caught between the white and the black. Though counted
as “‘white”’ by the Bureau of the Census, Mexican Americans were never
really thought of as such. Though the speaking of foreign languages was
considered highly sophisticated, Mexican Amerlcans were condemned
for speaking Spanish. . -

The ambwalence felt vaguely and in 'silence for so long seemed to
crystahze in the 11ght of the black revolutxon A Mexxcan American was
nelther Mexican nor: Amerlcan ‘He was' nelther wh1te nor black. What

‘was he then and where was he gomg? The young, the mlhtant and the :
angry wanted te know.

When the Commlssxon met in San. Franc1sco 1n May 1967, exican

’Amerxcans walked out protestxng there was not a Mexican Amerlcan

Commxssmner to represent them or enough attentlon accorded the1r_”

: problems

In October of that year,. ‘.:he U S. Inter-Age.rcy Commxttee on MEXI-‘
can. Amer1can Aﬁ"alrs held a hearlng in El Paso on the problems of the

‘ Spamsh speaklng The hearmg, conducted at. the .,ame tlme Pres1dent .

'[El Chamlzal], nded on a °our note

_Governor’ John Con.nally of Texas, 'arcused of allowmg the use of ’

‘ Texas Rangers to break stnkes by Mexxcan American farm workers in -

the R1o Grande Valley, ‘.was rou_ndly booed and hooted by Mex1can
Amerlcans in. the presence Sf Pr es1dent J ohnson Because the President

-~ was there; the 1nc1dent was given w1de pubhclty and it marked a rare s
‘ natlonal exposure of rising Mexxcan Amerlcan mxlltancy

In other areas: ‘of “the Southwest the strlke-boycott of- Cahfo:ma
table grapes led by Cesar Chavez was becomlng a national and’ 1nter-

" _national cause. “Reies" Lopez leerma land grants ‘struggle “in ' New

Mexlco and its. adversarles 1ntroduced \nolence to” ‘the movement

..There were Lhe hlgh school walkouts 1n Ea<xt Los Angeles by. Mexican
L Amerlcan students(,‘j ng k . ".head of the Denver-
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Texas, New: Memco, Arlzcma, and Colorado i
There are many sphts in the black movement But there 8 somethmg v

“New England Puritanism. ,
L on ‘of feelmg w1ll contlnue and perhaps w1den The hearmg, N
o clearly showe that people who are- mdlgenous to-the South- .
. west seem sometlmes strangers in.their own dand: and certa1nly in many

. ’:‘vways cu ously ahenated from the1r fellow Amerlcans ~

Corpus Christi; Texas, and founder of the American G.I. Forum.
A Commission hearing which would center on Mexican Ainerican
problems was scheduled for December 9-14, in San Antonio.

Protests helped bring it about. Now the controversy would begin.

Some Mexican American leaders charged that Washington was
meddling in something it knew nothing about and so would make things
worse instead of better. They. felt any problems Mexican Americans
might have should be solved locally, by local leadershlp. The younger
and the more militant Chicano leadership retorted that the problems
had intentionally been ignored and that naticnal exposure would bring

new, more imaginative solut 1ons. Tradltlonal leadershlp, they clalmed ‘

had failed.:

These strong pomts of view; aired publicly before’ the Commlssmn
met, h1nt at the. d1vers1ty oft thought and feeling tourd arrc"lg the some
six to seven mxlhon ‘Mexican Amerlcans most of whom hve xn Cahfc.rnla,

the Ameru‘an Negro knows for' sure—he s black.”"He can eas1ly define
his’ problemQ a':a race Wthh make h1m part of a cohesive force This

ois. ‘what has’ fcrged the begmnmg of black power inthe Unlted ‘States.
; As yeét,’ most Mexrcan Amerlcans seem not to 1dent1fy w1th ‘any one
‘single overrrdmg problem as Amerlcans Tbough they know they re
. somehow dlfferent many stlll clmg to the 1dea that Mexrcan Amerlcans‘ )
- are Caucasran, thus’ whlte, thus * one of the:boys”. : o
: "'hvng l1ke whlte Amerlcans, by»

Many prove 1t ..,by lookmg a

o who rarely thlnk of 1t as: a “rmxed marrlage,” to tnese people, Mexlcan ,

:Ameru_ans are assxmllatmg well into whlte Amerlcan soc1ety They felt_ :

uncomfortable about the Commxssron 5 hearmg because in: ‘their eyes

it would merely tend to contlnue ‘the polar1zatron of Anglos and’ MCXI- ‘
"can Amerrcans at'a’ tune in whrch they felt it was d1sappear1ng

To many other Mexxcan Amerlcans, espec1ally the 'young - act1v1sts,

Mexlcan Amerlcans have for too long been cheated by tacitly agreeing
. to be. “aucaman in name only. They say they would rather’ be proud
. of thexr v Ind1an olood than uncertaln about ‘their Caucaman status.
’They feel they cat: achleve greater d1gn1ty by 1dent1fy1ng with' pre-
~,Anglo Mexxcan Ind1an clvrhzatxons and ‘even' the Conquistadores than

by pretendmg thatrthey f'an truly relate to the Mayﬂowet and ear’y







( sk: Edgar another_»questlon and the ‘boy, 1tk
ad than angry, interrupts: and says :
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“A teacher comes up to you and tells you, No, no. -You know that v

s a ﬁlthy language, nothmg but bad words and bad thoughts in that
;llanguage B

“I mean, they are telhng you that your language is bac G Your

: mother and father: speak a bad language, you speak a bad- .auguage
o | mean 'you communlcate with dirty words, and nasty 1deas

. .that really stuck to my mind.”- .
Edgar, like many Mex1can Amer1cans before h1m, had: been scarred
with ‘the” 1nsults of: an Anglo world which reJects everythmg except

. carbon cop1es of what 1t has decreed to be “Amer1can ” You start being
N dxfferent and you end up be:ng labeled as un- American. An Anglo-
' or1ented school in a’ Mexican Amerlcan barrio -can do things ‘to the

teachers, too. Bad communrcatron can sorely tw1st the always sensltrve

" 'relation between teacher and pup11

Under - quest:on:ng from - Dav1d Rubm,b the Commlss1on S Actmg

' 'General Counsel W. Dam ngdon, principal- -of San’ Anton1os Haw-
-thorne Junlor H:gh School ‘65 percent Mex:can Amerrcan, asserted ..
~‘that he felt there was'something in the background or. characterlstxcs o

.of. the Mexxcan_"Amerlcan whrch 1nh1b1ts hlgh ach1evement
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Amer1cans 'Peoply 3 runnmg the schools “have tr1ed to ‘take away ‘our
'Hlanguage,” the senator co ’t1nued and so Mexxcan Amerxcan ch11dren

“This kmd of school Dr..J ack Forbes of. Berkeley s Far West Labora-
tory for Educational - Research and Development told the Commxssxon

‘“Tends to lead to a great deal of alienation, a great deal of hostility,
it tendstolead alsoto a gr eat deal of confusxon, where the child comes out

“of that school really not knowing who he is, not knowing what’ he should ’
. be proud of, not knowmg what" 1anguage he ‘should speak other than

English, being in doubt " -as to. whether he: should completeI:gr accept

" what Anglo people have been telling . him and forget: his Mexxcan

ndﬂnt:liy; or: whether he: should listen to. what h1s .parents ansl. perhaps
otder p:aaple have: saxd and be prol!id of h1s Mexxcan identity.”’. e
TThe swword: “Mexxcan”’ has. been=and still is in. many: places .inthe
‘Southwrest a word of contempt. Mexlcan Americans refer to themselves
-as"Mexzicanos or Chicanos with the:ease of those who know and under-
:stand =ach other But- whm some :Anglos talk about ‘“Mexicans” the
word %skes on a new 'meaning, atmost the counterpart of “nigger.”’
TheMexican Amerxcans insistence on'keeping the Spanxsh.llanguage

is but- one aspect of cultural dxfferences between Anglos and Mexxcan
; Amerxcans : s g

Values dxffer between these two groups for a varxety of h1stor1ca1

e _‘,,reasons M x1cans have deep rural roots wh1ch have produced a sense
- wof: 1solatxon Spamsh._ Cathohcxsm has ngen Mexxcans an. att1tude of'

i Spanlsh merlcan” because, sa1d~
made to’ bemg Mexxcan ”. One of the




'reasons for thls, ‘Bernal told the Commlsslon, is that it has been
‘ 1ncu1cated” in the minds of grammar school children that the Mexican
“is no good” by . uc m, for mstance, overly and distortedly empha-
sizing the Battle of the Ailsmsio: and i lgnormg, all contmbutlons ‘made by
Mexicans.in the Soutifmrest.. -

- To be Spanish, of czmrse,.3s. sommzhmg else. Spamsh has a Eu!a'opean.
connotation. and Eurome I fize masfieerland..

‘Carey McWﬂhams i dis “North:ZFrom 'Mexico’’ explams thmat “the.
Hlspamc heritage of the-Samthwest s two parts: the Spanish and the
Mexlcan Indxan .Origimsllyy ane ‘hexitage, umﬁed in time, ‘they: have
long since been -polarized. {Zarefuly=distinguished  from ithe Mexxcan,
the Spamsh her1tage is+.nofv-enshieed throughout:the Southwest It
has becoms the sacred.or templazradition of-which the Mexican-
Indian inheritance is: the:seemilar o profane: counterpart . . . .”

Dr. Forbes notlced on. His: arrival’ in San Anton'o for the heanng
that thmgs have not cheanped.. - L :

“, .. the San Antomcagmeter mafgazme wh1ch I picked up in.a hotel
lobby and which had: the: 'statement: about the h1story of San Antomo
; _sald nothmg about theMexman her1tage of thls reglon, talkmg only

o west Tt 1s not'an’ melgrant populatlon ‘Now this. natiwty in the South- o
o west stems not only from_ ‘the pre 1848 pe 1od durmg the so called v

; h1s students “let S see 1f we can wnte our own textbook » He mstructed »
. ‘them to. wnte papers on the subJect, “Who Am I?” G




: San Fehpe ‘High School is located -in. the San Felipe Independent
School District of the city. of Del Rio wh1ch @lso’ contains the Del Rio ..
Independent School District. :San: Felipe Eigh School has about 97
percent Mex1can Amer1cans and- the Del L. I—Ilgh School -has :about-
50 percent Anglos and 49 percent Mextcan.;.ﬁmerlcans Though the
. Laughlin' A1r ‘Force: Base is located in the &aan Fehpe Independent
School D1str1ct the base chlldren are bused:to the more aﬂluent and
less Mexican’ Amerxcan DelRic ngh School. ,
- Some of Montemayor s students, prompted:by the. teacher s concern
with self-1der.t1ty, deC1ded to work on a proJecﬂ: called Does San Felipe

Have an Inferxorlty Complex?
- “They -studied the schools. they stud1ed the d1scontent in the San )
Felipe Commun1ty,” ‘Montemayor told the Commission. A boy and a
girl interviewed parents at the air base and .asked’ them what they
V thought of the San Felipe schools and whether they would allow the1r
children to’ attend there. '

“The boy and g1rl told. Montemayor that base ofﬁc1als had them :
escorted to the gate when they discovered- what they were do1ng But

",San Fellpe. G P -
’ Montemayor. [a'-,;woman told my students] tha" she wouldn t
[San Felipe] d1str1ct schools: They had them there .

' i, . ;'vfo a semester, the ne1ghborhoods were so d1rty and all of that and that; o

fnot before a base mother told the. young pollsters what she thought off .
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‘has an adverse effect on Amencan laber. Foax: mamy years this .was

- as much as it does growers A free 1ndustr1a Nzxmne prograrn 1n_Mex1can

of job- hungry Mex1cans which commutes::acrcs ¥ the m!tf‘rnatlonal line

passlvely taken for grantecL But: now, im the:mge of -activism, a con-
frontation seems 1neV1‘Lable , ‘
" The situation is a h1gh1_v cornphcated and s@nsitive one. because it

1 1nvolves rnostly Mex1cans against Mexrcan BAsvericans. That'is, the

poorest of the’ poor “Mexican’ natlonals vying ffor. jobs: ‘with- Mexican -

Americans who are striving to attain USS. econwomiic stamdards. Result:
‘Mexican natxonals, because they’re understandzbly wnlhng to work for )
~less, take jobs away frorn Mexman Americans. :

Even in thexr resentment, Mexlcan Amencans fmd 1t d1ﬁicmt to
condemn these commuters. They, the1r parents, Gr grandparents were
in the same boat not too lorg ago. The fact remsaiins, that Mexicans are

"‘p1tted agalnst Mexlcan Amencans for the lowesit paid jobs in America.

- The problem is further compucated by the et ‘that U.S. borderland
buslnessrnen fear that ‘any effort to terrmnate ¥zhe cmmrnuter program
would result in'a retallatory refusal by Mezxice{o aliow its c1tlzens to

arry on the1r extenslvev trade 1n Arnerlcan borﬁer towns ' o
(Cheap labor,o 1 the 'Mexxcan sxde of the border attracts 1ndustnahsts Sﬁ
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\‘:use the1r_'green card‘fmerely as:a workxng pass’ which’ permlts them' to

burdens mvolved in. th1s charge, he may’ justiﬁably.'feel should be

borne by the Natlon as a whole, -not thrust upon a rmnonty of its
citizens.’

The Commission staff report notes that- “The comtnuter system
has’ deep roots.. People “have commuted to work across the United
States-Mexico border ‘since the border s 1nceptlon Up untﬂ the 1920’
this traffic was unrestricted.” ..

-Since then, the law. has been changed SO that a Memcan natlonal
wishing to’ cross the border to work in the United States must obtain-

“immigrant status. ‘When he does, he is issued an alien registration card’

and in the vernacular ‘of those: concerned with the: problem becomes a

“‘green carder” after the color of the card

“There is nothing in the law which says the green carder, though

_ technically an immigrant, must. live in the United States. Because the
" .green carder usually performs agncultural work in the U.S. border-

lands or menial jobs in the U S border c1t1es, he prefers to hve on the

: 'Mex1can side to’save money."

+ The" result is . that ‘these commuters, not really 1mm1grants at all,

: the‘trafﬁc f ;,commuters is: almost as
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have been used- as strike-breakers notably. in ‘farm labor d1sputes in
Delano, Cahforma, and in Starr. County, Texas. :

Knowing' that commuters are forced by poverty to be commuters,
the union knew the system would cortinue. So Chavez extended an
invitation to Jjoin the union so that commuters would not work for less

than Mex1can Amerxcans along the border Though it looks like a simple’
_solution, it must be seen’ from’ the context of arich economy [the Umted 3
- States]. hvmg next door to a poor one: [Mexxco] :

To the Mex:can commuter, Jommg the union 1s not as attractlve

as'it ‘looks on: the surface. For one thmg, he knows that besides his
: llabor, it’s. h1s docrhty whlch the employer appreclates, ‘and he iv aware
. that joining the union will only ‘alienate him from his employer He
- also reasons thiat if he joins the union, then it will'be of little value for

the employer to h1re him [a umonlzed cornmuter] when he can hire local

‘unlonlzed workers, both of whom -he . would have to pay the same
amount : :

Dommgo Arredondo, strlke chau-man of the Umted Farm Workers

- Organleng Comm1ttec=, who partlcrpated in-the. labor dlspute at Starr
County, d1scussed hlS attempt to recruxt commuters 1n test1mony before

Ul 3
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- jobs: agalnsf very poor Memcan natlonals only the poor suffer. But"
’ resentment buxlds up between the poor and the very poor. -

ing here for pertods of. Weeks or months, usually workmg in areas
farther north.” - L : :
Because the people involved in th1s commuter controversy are used
to dealing with each other on a friendly. bas1s for generations, and
think of the border as an artificial line drawn by latecomers, the issue
is one not only of great economic import but also of cultural slgmﬁcance
Between the two countries, writes J. Fred Rippy i in his ““The United
States and Mexico,”’ “there have been no natural barrlers the two
nations being. separated by an 1mag1nary hne, a barbed wire fence, an
easily. forded river, an undergrowth of mesquite or chaparral. Citizens
of both nations have passed back and forth with little difficulty or
mterruptlon, or have settled in ne1ghbor1ng states amidst natural
surroundings which have not repelled . them by their unfamiliar
aspects L7
~There’s only one catch On one s1de of the border, or frontera, is a
rich Nation with the h1ghest standard of living in history. On the other
side is a poor Natxon w1th a seemmgly 1nexhaust1b1e supply of cheap

* - labor..

: “The Mex1can a11ens, as a: group, are a, read11y ava11ab1e, low wage

.work force wh1ch underm1nes the standards ‘American’ workers generally
.enJoy throughout the rest’ £ the country,’..’ said, the 1068 Report of the )
'Senate Mlgratory Labor ,.Subco’ nnttee “‘More 1mportant1y, thev-
"'normal play:of free enterprlse pr1nc1p1es\1s subverted and prevented
' ,from operattng;to develop standard along ‘the order commen- urate-'
w1th the-Axnerlcan standards So lon: as Mexxcan ahens are allowed

And when that happens, Athe border becomes a real d1v1d1ng lme
















e -._Mexlcan Amer1can 1s to the border, the lower h1s
25’ are— th .eldor1nthec1ty ‘ :
Sometnnes 1t’s Just a matter of a few miles. . SN :
) Luls Chavez, '55,a father of niae "ch11dren, who 11v‘ s near Edmburg,
. ",_Texas, in" the. border county of Hldalgo, explame this' Dhenornenon;
' .~f_under questlonmg from Cruz Reynoso, spec1a1 legal "consultant to; the

o tural worker'v‘ L Sy
’ "Chavez There are tlmes, let s spea of certa1n areas,'1f from where I

live. gomg North “for instance, up. to about 15 ‘miles, they pay $1. 15an.

.,hour. In other places in the’ ‘other’ d1rect1on, say, going South. [toward‘

the border] . . . they pay: $1 an hour. S There are other: areas [closer -

to. the border] where they are pay1ng 1ess than a dollar.- ! : )
- But’ travehng 15 ‘miles. north’ from h1s Rlo ‘Grande! Vaﬂey is not.

enough for Chavez to- make ends meet It. 1s not far. enough from the o

'_border and the cheap'I labor offered_ by h1s Mex1can brothers across the!,
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e

bChave'z As far-ag I am concerned the lrttle that I have been

" “able to get, to earn in one place or another, outs1de even the State of .

Texas, has been: w1th the purpose ‘of giving an education to’ my ch11dren.v :
After explammg that work is hard ‘to get in the summer in the- Rlo -

Grande Valley," Chavez told the Commxsslon he . mlgrated about the
p second ‘week -in July '

" Reynoso: Why did y0u wa1t untxl then? :
- Chavez: We wanted ‘to, wa1t for the chlldren to ﬁnlsh school
Thougn work was relatlvely good in the North Chavez contmued

he sent: h1s two ‘older sons back to Texas in. ‘time for the begxnnxng of N
“school even though “‘the rest of the fam11y, the small ones, we rema1ned '
~in ‘order ‘to’ work a’ little longer.” :

L1v1ng condltlons for the Chavezes wh11e mtgratmg to the North

-are.even worse - than at home in Texas, Mrs. Chavez™ testxmony to the

Comm1sslon showed Whlle travehng, everyone from 8§ years on up

. 'works and :the Chavez fam11y usually lives in a one-room shack: in
o - labor camps, where, accordmg to “Mrs, Chavez, it is not unusual to
have only one: bathr00m for- 200 to. 250 people

Descrxbmg how the famlly lxves ina one room shack whxle mrgratmg,“
Chavez‘ _old the Commxsslon T I R TR B
i you put some. partltr_ons nd-i you put some cots on one s1de and e




dlﬂ'erence 1sf that Garc1a llves, when not m1grat1ng, in.a large urban

"Reynoso How many counselors do you have at tl'us school?
" - José:, One. S e ' e
: ‘f"Reynoso How many students are there?
© - José: About 1,100:" e : : :
K Reynoso° Has there been some ‘concern w1th respect to gettmg ad-

. vice 'as'to” gomg to’ college and that sort of thmg in add1tlon to plam .

counselmg at the’ h1gh school?

-~ José: Most of the time students that I have talked w1th say that the'
. teacher says’ the opportun1t1es ‘are there to go to college wh1ch she

. _ doesn’t talk about 1t too much'to us; .
Reynoso So ‘the young people in h1gh school don t know anythmg
'aoout the opportun1t1es? -
José Most of them don t.. - :
. Reynoso Do y0u yourself hope to go on w1th your educatxon 1f you
make it through h1gh school okay? '
' Tose Yes, I do. . R § would like to be a mathemat1cs teacher.
. Like the Chavezes, Jesus Garcla, 36, his w1fe Manuela, and their 13
7ch11dren llve their poverty both'in the country and in the city. The

o




o ,'free lunches]?

_ uGrande Valley to the Northern States, but never made more than $1 35
. an hour ‘and " never for. long - .
y Dxrectxng his questlonxng to Mrs Garcxa, Reynoso wanted to know
“whether the famlly partlcxpated in' the food. stamp- program [a plan ;
.'.‘whlch perm1ts poor famlhes to buy food cheaply through the purchase R
‘of . Government - stamps] O : ‘ . R
‘Mrs. Garc1a No SR
Reynoso Why not? ) Gl PRRT . N
““Mrs. Garcxa “We don’t have enough money to buy the stamps
: Later, Reynoso asked the woman ’s teenage daughter, Marxa, “Your
- mother said that you do not, partlcxpate m the [school] program for
‘ free lunches, is that r1ght?” B i . : e
‘Maria: Yes. R ’ ‘ T :
ReynosO' And why: haven t you talked to the prmcxpal about [the 7_-'

. ‘Maria: Because I am‘ashamed
Reynoso ‘,»'And if. you wouldn

they know about hunger, about‘ o

't haye to ask or beg for food 1f 1t were

eople 1n San Antonxo What do'],i »“1 I




As for the food stamp. program, Father Ruiz told the. Comrmssron

_that he has seen store signs saying to separate the food that can be pur~ :

chased wrth stamps from' the rest before gomg to.the cashrer

“This is a pubhc msult ” Father RLIIZ ‘said. “Why must they have "
' stamps? If stamps equal money,: then send them money. All they do 1s,

tell the whole store there that they are under welfare St

Welfare itself, the priest. contmued “has become a master over the )

hves ‘of. these people ‘They" fear 1t »o
“Rubin asked him to’ explam '

, Father RUIZ‘ Their - totzil ‘life depen&fs; ﬁon 1t] what other sincome
" do they have? When charamriters hke the: BT agents come around_asl”nng :

this kind'of quest:ons - wusihout how much ‘money ‘you get;. does your
“husband work what do ymm-eat, are yon telling the truth Their very

‘ exrstence is at stake Thear wery exrstemcc depends on.a paternahstxc",f
tyge and very 1nadequam “ype of welfame- dt:is the master The:y get

their hvehhmod from-thers, znd the welfare knows it.

The prxest’sard that tlie=Trederal Govemrment despite: ‘his’ anger with .

the FBI :skiold run the weifare programs:z.and that' the system :should
- be changed SO that peophﬂnﬁ welfare be given an- mcemtlve to. work..

‘After pomt:ng out: ﬁixatcsxome xamrhes fof four or": more membersf.

: ;{'have"to surv 1ve ‘on f$»12Q am’mnth v_Father Ruiz proposed one solutxon“i




told the Comrms-
17 years of age:,




" When they  were reteste

: “"vf"dzstrlcts : »
An Edgewood drstrrct stL.dent ,told the Commlssron that a teacher" '

Why i3 J’mamto) so far. behmd? , ~
~ (One off-the reasons’ is. that many: rMe:ncan Ameru:an children senter
sthool spealting little or no: Enghsh ‘because, ;generalify, only Sparish is
spoken aft home. Albout the first thmg.that Juanito encounters at school
is an IQ [ittelligence quotient] test=-in: ‘English. Usually, he makes a
bad showimg because of his'limited imowvledge of Emglish. This means
that at bestithe will be consxclered a “slaw learner”’ amd treated accord-
ingly; at warst he will be placed inu classes ifor the mentally retarded:

" Either ways the child: beglns his school: acareer with:azstigma wh1c11 will:

remain for: the rest: of his life.- Though: many edu@ators have recom-

‘mended. abulhshmg IQ tests in the early grades—as¥ims'been done:by the

Los AngefiessSchool Dlstnct—others have recomm:ﬂed that the tests

‘be matie-mmore realistic. : ,
- In- Califfornia, Mexrcan* :Amerxcan students once: Tabeled m:entally

retarded showed .dramatic increases:inm their IQ:sicores aftertaking
Spamsh-language tests. The report ofi:the tests, stibmitted to the Cali-

‘fornia Board of Education in May 1969, said that'mme children have:

been VlCtlmS of a “retardmg mﬂuence"’ by being leftin the mentally re-

-tarded classes for’ long permds of time. The childer: who took: part in

the study were:in such clvassn=s on the basis. of Engllsh:‘ language 10 tests.

scores jumped by as much'as 28"pomts

» Unfortunately, such* stud1es, as’: enhghtemng‘ as" they are;’ do not
' change .other rea11t1e

'“Reforms, whrch cost! money, ‘must’ be 1mple-
mented to change the shabby educatron wh1ch many. ‘Mexican Amerr-

cans recewe In Texas, although State allotments to school drstrrcts are

‘ determrned by the averag jdally attendance, also cons1dered are the

: i level- of ‘academi
Consequently,'_f

ttalnment and the. length of . teachers’ experrence

ﬂluent Mexrcan Amerrcan d1str1cts

'adm1tted to.a class that he was not quahﬁed to teach the course and

asked the: students to_.bear: with" h1m Another student testified that

"',‘;'Mexrcan Amerrcans ‘are counseled away from college and into. voca-
o tronal tralnmg” A h1gh school semor sa"i_fArmed Forces representatwes'
;:a‘go to the schools before graduatlon to 1nduce boys to enter the servrce -
Commrssroner Hector Garcra wanted to' know whether any sc1ent1sts,

o

4. the Spamsh 1anguage, the chlldren S IQ :

nequrtres arecreated - between: wealthrer “Anglo drs-j

; Commrsson staff study of n1ne school drstrrcts 1n the ban Antomo'v‘ '




graduating ‘students to enteriftese ﬁelds No, the:joy answered:.

has- unsuccessﬁully petitioned for merger several tiviemito equalize Edge-
wood’s. property tax base with.that of San Antoric’s::But political reali-

‘created to avoid. 1ntegratlon ofFAngle and Mexican: American stuidents.
‘In one case in‘Texas, the students:residing’ at Laughlin Air:Force Base

Rio School District (51 percent:Anglo]
* As a result, Federal’ funds:axe awarded the. IBEF ESio- district fon' the
education - of- military - dependkents ‘For. example:, in 1966 Del .Rio
recewed more than $200,000:in Federal unpacted_mﬁ funds, while San

. tion, -received less than $41 000.
~In. an: 1mpass1oned plea to the Comm1ss10n, Homero Slgala, school

. the students’ res1d1ng at: Laughhn to:the. San Fehpe schools ”

o even. though Val
-'50 percent ‘Mexican »Amerlcan, there are.no’ Mexlcan Amerlcans on the

. "idescrlb d:to the Com‘mlsslon as the “conquered populatlon” syndrome
“The 1nd1genous people of Memc

st of the SouthWest as’ we mlght look at the‘,

- "'.'German march eastward agalnst the Poles:or as'we might look at the

o detached and obJectlve manner.” :
_ And if. we. are to_do this; contxnued Dr Forbes, _“we would see the
e .‘US “conquest of the outhWe
1mper1ahsm, that it involved not’ only the mlhtary phase of immediate

‘doctors, lawyers,acr busmessmen ever. visited theisciwols tw encourage"

A R e

Edgewood’s financial ‘situation could be impro%ed, forexample, by‘:
_merging with the San Antoniai Independent Schosit Mistrict. ‘Edgewood

ties -are: at. work:. to. make -this. 1mposs1ble. Indeed, districts are often

.. [89 percent Anglo] are-bused through:the 97 percent;Mexican::American .
. San Felipe School District (im:which the base:is: Zluz:ated) to ithe Del

Fehpe, whose “district boundanes encompass the:Adr Force 1nsta11a-

, superlntendent at San. Fellpe, called thls situation “unfau-” and asked
_,.-_that the. Commxss1on advise the:. Premdent Congress, and the  Air
Force *to, du‘ect the’ Commander at- Laughhn Air Force. Base to’ send‘, \

Unfau' though it may be, =tlhe pohtlcal reallty of the. sltuatlon is that_
erde County,,where San: Fehpe is:located, is about -

s five- member county school board In otner words, Mexlcan Amerlcans o

have no: ohtlcal muscle to make much ‘of an 1mpress1on on Washlngton :

"¢ i This ‘might ‘be’ attributed to.‘whatDr, Jack::Forbes. of Berkeley’s -
. Far ‘West : Laboratory for ,-‘T‘Educatxonal Research and’ Development‘-

..WhO lncluded those 1n what 1s now -

'Franco Norman conquest of.. England m other words, .in a purely

s a;VEry. real case of aggression and_ .

.;fconquest, but the subsequent estabhshment of a colonlal soc1ety, a:




‘rather complex colonxal society because there was not one swsingle

. xcolomal office ‘to adm:tnrster Mex1can American people -Instead, theze ‘

were many institutions ,that were- created to ‘control and administer
Mexican American’ people and also to enable the domtnant population
W acqulre almost complete control of the soil and the other forms of
wealth; of the" social mstrtutrons, cultural institutions, and so' on.
““Now the conquest in the colonial penod can be further understood
if we think about’ a commumty such-as the city of Los Angeles in Cali-
‘fornia which has long ‘had a large: Mexxcan American population but in

‘which no major institution of any k1nd is controlled even proportronately ‘

. to numbers by the: Spanrsh-spealnng populauon.

The concept of conquest ‘the Berkeley ‘historian told the Commis-
sion, is very often ignored but “I can’t emphasxze it too much because
we're beg:nmng to learn- the process of - conquest,” part1cularly the
“tremendous effect upon: people’s behavior.”

“For example,” Dr. Forbes continued, f‘a conquered population tends.

_to exhibit certain characteristics such as: apathy, apparent indifference,
passivity, and a lack of motrvatxon 1n relatlon to the goals of the
domrnant socrety.

Another drmensron of the Memcan Amerrcan educatlonal quandary* '

- Zwas posed by Dr. Manuel Ramu‘ez, an ssrstant professor of psychol-

- ogy at: Rlce Umversrty, Houston, who spoke ofi the conﬂxct of cultures ;

between the Anglc and the Mexlcan Amencan S
‘ “My research has 1dent1ﬁed two drﬁ'erent ktnds of conﬂlct," he stated

" “The ﬁrst type anSes as'a. result of the fact that [the Mexican: Ameri-

: can] is led to beheve that he: cannot be 1dent1ﬁed w1th two: cultures at

. the sam txme There is one: message ‘that is: given by his parents, his

; relatxves, and other Mexman Amencan students, who' tell him- that if
o he reJects Mexlcan Amerlcan culture and 1dentlﬁes w1th the Anglo cul-
ture, ‘he. may e consrdered a raitor to hrs ethnxc group ” Dr ‘Ramirez

went on to’ say “The.‘ _ther m ‘s’age comes ‘from' teachers, employers,_
: iand Anglo fnends, ,who tell hrm ‘that’ if: he doesn’t reject’ the Mexican .
[ .he w1ll be unable to. reap»the educatlonal and eco- -

' -nomrcibeneﬁts that are in’ he ‘Anglo culture : :
, “The‘second typ really a_series of conﬂrcts whrch come about be-
. cause the’ Mexlcan\Amerrcan studenf is bnngmg with him'a series of

o bel‘avrors, perceptlons, methods of v1ew1ng the world; of domg thrngs v
‘ rith the v lue system of tbe‘Anglo‘ rmddle class

o Then h co cluded

“¢The blg problem that we face as Mexrcan Ame'1cans is, how can we

have our children maxntam as many of the Mexrcan American values as

o pos51ble and st:ll be a success in the’ Anglo world? . .. And if we could
have people whoare sensxtrve to our culture, people who understand
id ‘don’t take. thlS as'a cr1t1crsm to'some. teachers, I thmk,

our problems i

.. that" people hke" mys,elf and-‘ others in ‘Texas and. other parts of the

South vest are living . test1mony that there Were some Anglo teachers
o who work but there aren’t enough of them. :

‘GJ




lemg another view, Dr. Sanchez told. ‘the Cornrmssxon ‘that one - -
of the barriers. to:educational reform in Texas was ‘the poverty of

kMencan Amencans and their - lack of effectxve statewxde pohtxcal
organization.” - -

“[Mexican. Amencans] have not been heard yet as an. effectwe'
pohtrcal force,” Dr. Sanchez said. ““We number some 2% million in the
State of Texas . and that pohtrcal weight has not been effectlvely
harnessed to bring about reforms.” :

Nevertheless, testimony at the S‘m Antomo heanng 1nd1cated that"
‘young activists are beginning to stxr in the conquered” Mex1can»‘

i‘rAmencan commumty
Homer Garcia, a student at San Antomo s Lamer ngh School

“told the Commission how a group of students and parents fought for a’

‘change in currtculur'l m the predommantly 1VIex1can Amer1can school
to include such stud1es as, chemlstry, physics, algebra, tngonometry,
calculus, and computer programing. According to Homer, about. 500
parents and 500 students: turned out. to a meeting in'a community hall
to- hear the student demands for a better education. At another
vMemcan ‘American school Edgewood ngh, students demanded better
'quahﬁed teachers., i

Howard A Gllckstem, then Actmg Staff Dn'ector of the Comm1ss1c-n, )
ow: the turnout’ of parents to the Lamer High School -
7 ,'meetmg compared to the number of parents who usually attend PTA.‘
‘ ""::meetmgs : o , s
AR Homer Nobody comes to PTA meettngs. For one thmg, the parents’

- ‘really don’t know what a PTAT1s, because they re’ held durmg the‘

N fasked Homer

. vvv’.(hat’s best for the chlldren

In at least three msf:an 1 s, Anglo educators m the1r teshmony ‘to the

fparm ,studles or ptgggosmg school reforms: ’Ihe dlrector of the Texas :
L vGovernor S Committ\ee on Pubhc Educatton adm1tted that Mexlcan

. 1 ”old ‘but it also’ 1nd1cates ‘that" groups of el1te-:"
: educatlonal reformers. seem to’ thmk they are the only ones who know ~

i s i S R

5




‘American parents were not consulted during a 3-year study on improv- !

~ ing education in Texas; a member of the Governor’s committee re-
lated that not. one top-notch Mexican American. educator was con-
sulted during this same 3-year study,’ ‘and' the State comrrussloner of
education ‘said he was not familiar with studtes which indicate that
Mexican Americans~ expenence culture COﬂﬂlCt when they enter an
Anglo-oriented school system..

If regular education for Mexican Amencans is 1nadequate and un-
reallst1c, the education of migrant children is a national scandal.

Dr. Joseph Cardenas, director of Migrant Educatlon for the South—
‘west Educational Development Laboratory and now superintendent of
the Edgewood School District, estimated that the dropout rate for
migrant children is about 90 percent. But more “startling,” said Dr. ?
Cardenas, is the fact that “‘one-fifth of migrants are school dropouts at o
ths preschool age. That is, one-fifth of all migrant children never enroll
in any school in spite of the State’s compulsory attendance laws. So by

‘ the time: they [migrant children] start the first grade, or they are 6
B T years old, you have already lost 20 percent of your population.”

SRR . "Of the. 65,000 mlgrant students in: ‘Texas, less than 14 percent are in
the upper- six grades, Dr. Cardenas dlsclosed “The average income of
the’ Texas mlgrant ‘he’ contxnued is $1, 400 a year and. a person with

‘{-"thls amount of: money wﬂl have a’lot of drfﬁculty 1n educatxng ‘his
' chlldren adequately S ' s .
The only solutlon, Dr Cardenas sald 1s a multl-State educatlonal

_q_’ever the parents ‘are - followmg the crops After agreelng that this
- woutld cost a great deal of money, Dr. Cardenas asserted that actually .
- j:fthe only real solutlon is to stop- m1gratlon altogether ‘This last drew = |
o *the applause ‘of the audlence But the perennlal questlon loomed '

A‘ir»Just as’ 1mportant_: merged from the testxmony the Anglo children c
"'v'(and for. that matter, the N(,groes) had been cheated also~—they hadt' : b

: '1ntf’ndent of the Unlted Consolldated School Dlstrlct of Webb County,
‘ Texas, explaxned his d1str1ct’s blhngual program _
It should be noted that the Un1ted States ﬁrst full- ﬂedged b111ngual
, program in: publlc schools was’ not 1n1t1ated in the Southwest, where its.
“need- had been apparent’for generatlons, but 1n Florlda—followmg the

““Cuban crisis.. It | was 'in’ Florida that Bran*ley got some 1deas for the
: _brhngual program in hls school dlstrrct O -

FullText Provided by entc [l




The philosophy behind his approach  Brantley told the Commission,
was that ““I'don’t feel like a kid’s abrlrty to speak Spanish is a detri-
ment.’I think that it is an asset. . . . It is merely our responsxbrllty as
educators to turn this asset that. these kids bnng to us, where it not only
becomes’ an asset to them, but can become an asset to the lxttle blue-
eyed, blond-haired Anglo.” '

Brantley s district is made up of the larger part of the rura! area of
border Webb County-‘—some 2,400 square mlles—-—and ‘does not 1nclude
‘the county’s largest city, Laredo. The district has 987 students, 47 per-
‘cent of them Mexican American and 53 percent Anglo Wrthout waiting
for. more research, spec1allzed teachers, bllrngual 1nstructronal ma- °
ter:als, or substantral ﬁnancral resources, Brantley in ‘1964 persuaded ,
his staff, Anglo and Mexxcan American’ parents, and the Texas Educa-
tion ‘Agency. to begm a brlrngual program _in- his bicultural district.

Today, in the drstrlct's three elementary schools, instruction is 50
percent . in - Spanlsh and 50 percent in Englrsh in the ﬁrst through. .
fifth grades. "~ \

“I am not: a llngulst," Brantley explarned ‘to - the Commlssxon a

. “My sole service is creatrng [an] atmosphere where things can happeri .
: Brantley sald h1s program does not 1gnore the fact: that it is:very
g _unportant for. schools to facxlrtate Mexican-American chlldren “gettmg L

" ‘into the mamstream of the domlnant culture and. the dominant language

"";‘of the country ” By the same token, Brantley contlnued “We also
EA = o 2% to stress_to: that chlld who comes from this’ other culture, speakmg
. this’ other language [that] we want. to prov1de him wrth the opportunity

L ,to improve upon his knowledge of th culture and hxs abrlrty to functron ’

an atmc.s‘phere in: the classroom ,where the 'chldren who come to us~__f

’ 7.,'1n his vernacular.””’
; As for: the Anglo chlld Brantley sard hxs drstrlct trres “to create

'The Comrmssron unde st _ d- :
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2% ¥ of Guadalupe-Hidalgo |
L pq]itu:‘al_rig.hft’s .of the conquer
‘cuted: on” Eebri;gry *2,°1848;: also

“native ‘population.: The treaty, exe:.

~ culture and language. 0 PR S T SOURTEEE R
- Throughout the’ San. Antonio hearing, it'became clear that Mexican

~Americans in the. Southwest cling tenaciously to’ their ancestors’ culture
' and language. But it iy - evident ¢

they: h'blld '

‘Succeeded in an Anglo society. -
‘North From' N

. Carey McWilliams in
factor retarding the ‘a; n of ‘th
levels, has 'been the pattern of. his employment. - -

1

“With few exceptions,’’ says McWilliams, “‘only a':"paz“‘ticu‘.ilat class

of employers has»e’mp]oye_d Mexican labor in'the Southwest: large-scale
industrial enterprises, railrcads, smelters, copper: mines; sugar beet re-
< fineries” and, of ‘course,: agriculture,. S “‘Tfaditioﬁ_‘ally“,’.’: continues the
* = author, _1.‘,‘Méxica'ns"h'aff\’reibgen} paidj“léés than Anglo A;ﬁei‘icains for the
- samejobs. Thess. ihxiidio##-_"c_listixit:tiohﬁ “have reenforced ‘the' Mexican

stereotype ‘and placed a: premium on Prejudice - . - the'pattern of em-

. ployment . . .‘-,di_étatfed,the'jt'y_pe_'gnc_l-:lpcgtyibn}o"f residence. ,Se'grega)_ted

hen Mexico lost the Southwest to the United States, the Treaty.
: ecifically: guarinteed the :property and - - -

ttempted: to safeguard -the Mexican U

also-became evident that the spirit of the treaty. j

\mericans have traditionally
1€y h xiéw.'-lt"‘is’almoSt‘the'_rulve. 5
;h'avheﬂbéeqﬁwilling—t‘d‘__sacri_ﬁc_é“ their .

orth From Mexico” says that the. “basic
ilation “of ‘the: [Southwest™ Méxijcan],fétvg*s’v R




have reenforced the stereotype and llmlted opportumtles for accultura-
tion.’ ' g :

“¢“In settxng thlS merry- go-around in motxon, tbe pattern of em*)loy-
ment has been of. crucial importance for it has stamped the Mexican as
1nferlor and 1nvested the stereotype with an appearance of reallty 2

It was ‘revealed. at ‘the San Antonio hearing that in some 1ndustr1es
1V'ex1can Amencans are not even employed as laborers. ' ‘

‘Under questlonlng, Ralph Allen, director of employee relatxons,

El Paso Natural Gas Company, told the Commission that i in the com-

pany’s Permian dwxsxon no Mexican Americans are: employed as un-

" ‘gkilled laborers. Worklng for the company is -considered unusually

beneficial because it does not offer the dead-gnd jobs Mexican Americans

h1gh school graduates: “because ‘they advance from that on up through.”
Comm1ssxoner Hector P Garcia noted that-in’ part of the operating

. ’ ‘(Speth 29, 4percent
2 In the c1ty of El Paso, where the company makes its headquarters

: .“1;150 employees only 13 percent were’ J.vIex1can Amer1can

o settlement north of -

's.”” “And’ yet, ‘Garcia said, “,

o Joe Rldgway, employment manag:
.sector. of the Southwestern Bell Telephoue Company, was- questioned

; Davxd Ruhxn : .

o Rubln You stxll haven't answered my questlon as to whether you
‘haye ever recexved a communlcatlon wh1ch has d1rected you to take.
‘affirmat 've actlon to seek out members of m1nor1tv groups for employ-
"m'ent S ey AR ‘ »
Rldgway Yes, s1r, we have ax.d are followxng an afﬁrmatxve actxon
rp ogram' that has been presented to me =

" .31 ;'. d

're51dent1al areas have resulted in segregated schools, segregated schools

often get. Allen said the company’s Permian division laborers must be )

. area ‘of the’ Ei Pasu Natural Gas Company, the percentages of Mexxcan
'{Amerxcans by county are the followxng Jeff Davxs, 56 percent ‘El Paso,’ »
- 44 ‘percent;: Brewster 42 6. percent Pres1dlo, 40 5 percent" and Hud-' .

o and is about 50 percent Mexxcan Amerlcan, -Allen testified that out of
?Cornmxss*oner Garcla noted that El Paso was “practxcally the ﬁrst

e Rlo" _Grande that was colonlzed by Spanlards
and Memcan "A'merl ans" and that Spamsh-speaklng people have been,

sor the San Antomo metropohtan

about the Execut:ve order by the Commxsslon 'S Actxng General Counsel '




LR
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. i h1stor1cal pr
at the hear1ng that h1stor1cally the Mexxcan American and other m1nor-

Rubin: When was that done? . .
Ridgway: In November. '
Rubin: Of this year? .
Ridgway:. Of this year. ‘ ) o
In other words, though Executwe Order 11246 was 1ssued in 1965

Ridgway testified that a program of afﬁrmatwe action in employing

members. of m1nor1ty groups was not initiated until November of 1968
a month before the Cosrimission hearing. L :

Ridgway added, however, that Lhe program was meant to continue”
to “pursue the things that we have h1stor1ca11y done in this area.’

This  exchange ' followed:

Rubin: Prior to speaking with staﬂ' members of the C1v11 Rights

) Comm1ssxon, were you aware ‘that less than 15 percent of your employees

were. members of mmorlty groups?

R1dgway As 1 ‘remember, there was somme quest1on as- to exact '.
percentages, and that 15 percent ment1oned was a httle on the low

side. .
Rub1n Were you aware of the percentage of the total number of
employees const1tutecl by m1nor1ty groups: at. that t1me?
R1dgway Yes, I 'was conscmus that- there would be a percentage
Rubin:. But_you d1dn’t k'" , what the percentage was?

e R1dg Y “The actual percentage, I d1d not know what it was and
_»had no way of knowmg it at that: time. ’

“Rubin: Now, your: 1968 [Equal Employment Opportumty—l]

'lform shows that out_“ of 626__craftsmen, Vonly 12, or.under 2 percent
:have a Spamsh
'(‘-,close to 40’ percent Mex1can Amer1can?

ame. How o_you account for th1s in a c1ty that is

”g'done ln”th1s"‘area ” Despite Ru:lgways seemmg confusxon over the

tice:. of employment discrimination, it became apparent

1t1es had been v1ct1ms -of d1scr1m1nat1on in- employment
- It was put- quite bluntly when Rumn quest1oned Robert A. Wallace,

Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Treasury.

Rumn Mr., Wallace, the bankmg 1ndustr:,' has been said to have bePn

tradx‘aonally——and I am quotlng,' “a wh1te man g 1ndustry ”? Would you.

agree ‘with' that characterlzatlon? 2
Wallace Unt11 about 2 years ago, I would have to’ agree w1th that,

g yes. .-

Wallace s reference to “2 jeafs‘ ago,’? c01nc1des w1th 21966 Treasury

C 'Department ru11ng that a11 banks rece1v1ng Federal depos1ts are cov-
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ered by Executive Order 11246, and therefore are reqtured to under-
take affirmative pollcms to recruit minority group persons.

A Commission staff report, however, showed that though all banks
visited reported that they had Federal deposrts, otily two sa1d they had
been informed of th1s requirement by the’ Treasury Department. And,
only one bank reported the establishment of an. aﬁirmatrve program to -
recruit minorities. The:staff report also revealed that in-San Antonio,
where almost half of the populat1on is Spanlsh-speakmg, only 5.6 per-
cent of all bank officials were Mexican Americans, and nearly half of
them were found in one bank, the Frost National Bank. Seven banks
reported that none.of their’ officials were Mexican American and five
others reported that they had only one Mexican Amerlcan official.

- Of the clerical and office workers, 16.4 percent were Mexican Ameri-
can and 1.4 percent were Negro. The percentage of Mexlcan American
office workers ranged from 100 percent in one bank (located in the pre-
dormnantly Mextcan American area) to less than 1 percent in two banks.

- +In"the. schools, a staff report 1nd1cted that in the San Antonio In-
o __dependent School District there were 14 - Mextcan Amencan ad-
~.: 7 roinistrators: out of a total of 132 admlnlstrators. In the Bexar County
‘ [where San’ Antonlo iz located] Welfare Department Memcan Amerl-
. cans held clcse to. ;50 percent of . all jobs" and nearly one-third of" the
-supervisory and ad 'mlstratrve pos1txon ‘But, the Teport notes, though
“Mexlcan Amencans omprised 75" percent of all we1fare rec1p1ents in
‘Bexar County, only 20 of 91 soc1al workers, or: less than ‘22 percent,-:
. were Mexlcan Arnencans : : ‘ : v
. In ~nne restauran’cs surveyed by the Commlsslon staff less than 15,
S percent of the cust rner-contact pomtxons were held by mlnontles, whlle-
: .,mr.nontles held 9 percent of ‘the:: noncustorner contact . posltlons
s f_The staff, report showed' hat at-the Texas' Ernployment Cornmtssron, o
. -the State agency respo ble for a1d1ng persons_in obta1n1ng employ-_
:ment Mex1can Amerlcans :held less than 7 percent of the noncler1cal g
" and custodlal pos1t10ns in -the State-'of Texas - :
In emphas1z1ng that the Comm1s~ on was not. trylng to condernn
" ‘one sectionof the country or any one 1ndustry, Commissioner T'heodore
© M. Hesburgh sald that in its 11-year hist Ty the Commlsslon has found
. .that “there isn’t a. s1ngle c1ty, North South, East or: West “where we P
. have gone to, where it doesn’t appear very. difficult- for mlnonty groups )
to have some kind of adequate representation in all k1nds of buslnesses
and professlons and . trades.‘ : ‘ :
“ne ““Asca’‘matter of fact,” continued Commissioner Hesburgh “I could
E say qulte openly, the most dlfﬁcult task we have had-is with the con-
ffstructxon trades: where the rmnontres ﬁnd 1t very dlfﬁcult to become
o ‘members of :the .unions.””. = S
- "% The. h1stor1cal pattern of employment for Mextcan Anencans was' ,
L »perhaps best dramatrzed by the controversy over employment prac- S
: ‘—'tu:es at Kelly A' I'orce Base, one of San Antonlo s maJor ernployers
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There is so miich argument on the subject, that between June 1966
and December 1968; there were six surveys of equal employment prac-
tices conducted at Keliy.

"One of the répofts, that of the Texas State Adwsory Commrttee to
the Commission, issued in June 1968 found that at Kelly Field there
‘““are broad and glaring inequities in the distributionof supervisory and
higher grade positions among Mexican Americans and Negroes. . . .”

The Advisory Committee said that among Mexican American whrte- '

collar employees at Kelly, 68.9 percent were in grades 1-5, for which the
initial per annum salaries in 1966 were $3,609 to $5,331.

In the higher pay -scales, the commrttee reported, even . though
Mexican Americans comprise about 44 percent of the total work force,
only 8 percent of them wcre in the $9,221 per year and up white-collar
jobs and only S percen it were in the $7,000 and up blue-collar jobs.

The Advrsory Committee also asserteu that ‘“there exrsts at Kelly Air
Force Base and in .the San Antonio community, among a significant

'number of Mexrcan Amerrcan crtrzens and leaders, a lack of confidence
in ‘the base s management and’ equal employment opportunity Program

The Mexican American commu mty feels that it does not receive equal_;

'jtreatment ‘and that Kelly Arr Force iase management has farled to

'remedy this srtuatron, despxte the, commumtys protestatxons This"
fact takes on greater sxgmﬁcance when it is recognized that Kelly Air

Force Base is one of the largest employers of Mexrcan Amerrcans in the
Nation.” . =
Dennls Seldman, A1r Force Deputy Chref of Staff Personnel on the

other hand currously concluded after ‘his ‘staff. conducted a study, that o
: there was ‘a “lack of credrbrhty" on ‘the part of the Mexrcan American’
v commumty, but asserted that’ there d1d not" seem “to be a- s1gn1ﬁcant"
number of employees who felt: that the employment opportumty pro-
gram was a negat1ve krnd of program ” Serdman also told the’ ‘Commis- ;
{"?sron that he himself-was not personally at Kelly durrng this partrcular
" study. but drew hrs conclusrons from: reports by- 12 personnel manage-‘
- .ment experts who' spent 6 weeks at’ Kelly . ,
‘Howard A: Glrckstern, then Ac*mg Staff Drrector of the Commrssron,‘
'_remmded Serdman that the Commrsston s.Texas State Advrsory Com-

- mittee” report showed that-in 1966 Mexican Americans held 11.6
: ‘percent of the: startrng h1gh grade JObS at Kelly. And that in 1967 that
figure: was 12.3 percent :
“And your report, ” thkstern contrnued “I believe shows that in
. 1968 it was 13.7 percent :

“Now the: Mexrcan Amerrcans represent about 30 percent of the -

[hrgher category] employees, and about 44 to 45 percent of the total
_work force. Would you consrder that a broad and glaring 1nequ1ty'~’"

: Serdman I think we have consrdered that in ‘the report to be an

1mbalance in the number of people in each of these grades as related to
the1r proportlon 1n ‘the populatlon AR :
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Glxckstem Mr. Sexdman, there is one overrxdxng 1mpressxon that I
receive by reading your. report, and I wonder if you would care to com-
_ment on it. It seems as though the word discrimination, or the word
inequity, is just a dxrty word that will not be used. Is there any reason
why that is so? , : : . :

Seidman: . . . We put no value exther posxtxve or negatxve on those

words. We have no evidence to. indicate thatthere is dxscrxmxnatxon'_‘

We have no empirical evidence that there has been dxscrxmxnatxon and
therefore the word dxscrxmxnatxon does not appear.

‘Glickstein wanted to know whether Seidman dxsputed a report
issued by the subcommittee of the equal opportunity committee at Kelly
before - the  hearing “which asserted that ‘“minority group members
" employed at Ke?ily during the perlod 1917 to 1966 did not have equaI
employment opportunttxes.” :

Seidman: I think the phrase .. . . which pro_jected as. it were, a

~ historical dxscrxmmatxon, is just that, a projection. I don’t believe there-

are any—-—there are any . empu'xcal evidence in our report to mdxcate
that there has been dxscrrmmatxon, by organ1zatxon, by grade, or by
1ndw1duals R
thkstexn* Do you thxnk 1t is posslble to ﬁnd out xf ‘chere has been
dxscrxmxnatxon? Do you thxnk that is a relevant consxderatxon? ‘
Seidman: I think it is possxble I wou1dn’t know at the moment
’ how to ﬁnd out, hxstorxcally , .
Later, thkstexn poxnted out that at -the rate Mexxcan Amer1cans

vf.,_ were obtaxnmg hxgher grade level Jobs at; Kelly 1t would take about 17 B
'more years to equahze the- sxtuatxon, “And if they were to attaxn a’

‘proportlonate number of. JObS in. proportion to . their repfesentatxon in
’ the entxre "work: orce, it wxll take’ until about 2000 ” .

th. t 1mp1nge on: predtctxng the rate. of movement - and that ‘minor-

. xtxes had made good progress m movmg up to the hxgher leve1s especxally :

; in the past 12 months.

Later, Matt Garcxa, a Mexxcan Amerxcan attorney who had hanuled»' '
job dxscrxmxnatxon eases, told the Commxssxon he felt" the: Air Force o
'survey team, headed by Sexdman, had come to ‘San’ Antonxo, “only in -
. -an effort to negate the Texas State Advxsory Committee’s report.”

Sexdman had earlier testxﬁcd that it was just a “comcxdence” that his
team made the study just after- the Advisory Commxttee s and Just
‘before the Commission met in San Antonio. -
Attorney Garcxa a1so charged that Sexdman s contentxon that mem-
bers of mxnorxt:es ‘were obtaxnxng more higher paxd JObS at-Kelly was

mxsleadxng because Sexdman did not mention that more higher level
p-isitions’ had been created in. 1968 1t's true, he saxd that in 1966‘

there were 142 Mezxican Amerxcans in " the beginning catogory of the
_ '.hxgher payxng JObS but the number had 1ncreased to 208 in 1968.

. © 373-902.0-70 -3 _ Co e

= Sexdman answcred that he. thought “there are many, many factors.j
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Furthermore, he continued, Seidman did not mention the fact that in
1967 there were 1,434 such jobs while in 1968 there were 1,520.

Maj. Gen. Frank E. Rouse, Commander of Kelly Air Force Base,
told the Commission he didn’t believe *“there was any necessity for.
Mr. Seidman and his® [surveymg] team in the first place,” but he agreed"
that there is “an ethnic imbalarice” in the rumber of good jobs Mexican
Americans have at Kelly "However, he agreed with Seidman ‘that this
was not caused by “d1scr1m1natory acts e1ther in the recent past, or
the fairly distant past.” -

I must believe.what I see, can touch, and prove. And I think the
conclusion I come to is.that under the merit promotion system, rightly
or wrongly, the opinion is that the best people were promoted.”

Despite General Rouse’s conténtion that discrimination must be
seen and touched: to be proven, Mexican Americans have long noted
that racial preJud1ce against them has been perpetrated in a more subtle
way than against blacks but that it has been just as effective.

" Prof. Daniel P. Rodriguez of Trinity Unlvers1ty i San Antonio, who
also conducted an employmer-t opportunity study at Kelly, explained
to the Commission how this subtle d1scr1m1natlon works. - -

Dumng his 1nvest1gatxon, Rodrlguez told the Commrssron, he got the
1mpress1on that Kelly management “were complying with the require-

‘ment of the [equal ‘eznployment opportunxty] regulat:on without com- -

plymg with the spirit of it.”

Some of” management’s remarks, Rodnguez sa;ld “led me to believe
‘that among some of these ‘men, even ‘though they felt there was no preJ-
'ud1ce or bias on the1r part, they were not even, aware of it. ” )

Rodnguez I had one supervisor tell me that when 2 Mexlcan Amer;-

~ canwas promoted you ‘had 'to bé careful to. insuire that the Anglo group
. there was going to accept him' as a. superv:sor What he left unsa1d of

course——and I casually pomted it out to hvn—was that when an Anglo
‘ was be:ng promoted that there was never any. questron about whether
he could. handle m1nor1ty group people worklng under hin.
Glickstein: Did: ‘you think that he thought he was d1scr1m1nat1ng?
Rodnguez I am pos1t1ve that he didn’t feel that he was discriminat-
ing, or thet the statement he made to me. was—that there was anything

wrong with it. I th1nk he was a llttle b1t surprised when he reahzed

. what he had Sdld .

- The h1stor1cal pattern of Mexrcan Amerrcan employment can be
changed abruptly for thé better’ wrth imagination, "know-how, sensi-
tivity, and money. This was the message conveyed to the Commission
by Joseph B. Andrasko, director of industrial relations for the aeronau-

‘tics  division ‘of the Llng-Temco-Vought Aerospace Corporat!on of.

' Dallas, in one of the heanng s ‘most positive presentations. .

Andrasko sald that in ‘1965, his company, which builds a1rplanes,
E foresaw the need for about 14, 000 semi: skilled and" skilled workers for
-its expansron program Dallas, where the company is located could not
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be a main source of labor because” that city had a less than 2 percent
unemployment rate. It was suggested that the Rio Grande Valley,
whose unemployment rate is very high as a result of the cheap labor
available just across the border, be consiclered as a source for workers.

“This came as much of a shocker,” Andrasko said, “‘as the Rio
Grande Valley is approxtmately 450 to 500 mtles from our plant. . . .”

Nevertheless, the company - took the plunge and after 2% years of’
negotiations with local, State, and Federal agencies, the company

reached an agreement to train 757 persoas in the Rio Grande Valley

in a period of 12 months. Of the 750 persons who entered the training
program, 684 finished the course and 622 were still on the payroll at the
time of the hearing. The trainees, 97 percent of them Mexican Ameri-

cans, who could not have hoped to €éarn more than $1,200 to $1,500 a

year in the Valley, started makmg $5,000 to $6,00G a year after 5 weeks’

training. -

It was quite an undertaking, cons1denng the workers Iiad to be up-
rooted from ‘the Rio Grande Valiey to-live in a Dallas suburb, where
they would have to look for housing and schools for : their children.
These" problems were solved, Andrasko said, by aSsxgmng company
;'counselors to help the workers get settled in Dallas.

“The ‘counselors were Mexxcan Amerlcan,” Andrasko ‘said, “all of
them. And we did it by design.”. ,

Federal and State funds prov1ded wages for the trainees Whlle they

" .trained, salaries for 1nstructors rent for equipment that had to be taken

- . to the Valley, and transportation ‘for:the workers: from the Valley to

© Dallas. It cost ‘the State and Federal Government about $1 200 per
trainee. i :

Was the- money well spent? : :

" Andrasko - told the Commission - that the company made a survey

,;whlch showed tnat when the’ tralnee started working full-time it-took

_’about 18 months for the newly traxned ‘worker to pay $1 200 in taxes.

“Asa taxpayer I’d say you re darn T 1ght [the money was well spent] .

: Andrasko said. e :

The tra1nees, Anclrasko added turned out to be: “consclentlous, hard

urkers and" followed mstructxons.” As a matter of fact, he continued,
. the first’ two. wing’ pannls whu:h they bullt after tra1n1ng were found to ;
have 1no. defects by the inspectors.

The team of- Mexican Amcricans who were brought to Dallas from
the Valley broke the myth that Mexican Americans can do only certain
types of work, Andrasko sald All they needed was an opportun1ty to -
prove themselves. o S
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ustice is the most important word in race relations. Yet too many
Mexican Americans in the Southwest feel with David Sanchez, Los
Angeles Brown Beret leader, that ““to Anglos justice means ‘just us’.”
La Ley or The Law, as Mexican Americans call the administration
of justice, takes forms that Anglos—and even Negroes—never have to
experience. A Mexican American, though a third generation American,
for. mstance, may have to prove mth documents that he is an American
citizen at. border crossxngs whlle a blue-eyed blond German immigrant,
for.example, can cross by: merely saying “Amencan
Besides the usual complaints made by racial mlnontles about police

’ brutahty and harassment, Mezxican ‘Americans have an added problem:.
- sometimes they literally" cannot communicate with the pohce A Com-
‘mission report told of a’ ‘young Mexican American, who; while trying

to que 11Aa potent1a11y exploswe situation, was arrested because the
] cificers, who did not: understand Spanlsh thought that he was
‘incite the crowd to ‘riot. " :

nother case, the. Commxssxon reporr, told o{’ a Memcan Amerxcan

~in Anzona who was held in’jail for 2 months on a charge of sexually -
' U VA it turned out, he had been mlstakenly'

ense, but he d1d not voice. any ob_]ectxons at.the

L tlme because he did- not understand ‘the- proceedlngs and no interpreter ~
“was provxded for h1m A probatlon oﬁicer, who spoke Spanish, talked to
-‘-the de endant later and upon learnlng the . facts explalned the sxtuatlon
fto th\, o;al,maglstrate. who dlsmlssed the case.

'One of ¢

e~many ‘reasons - a. fMexxcan Amerlcan cannot relate well

" to La Ley i 13 that he doesn’t see many of his own in positions of author-

ity serving on agencles whxch administer Just1ce “The 1960 census
indicated that Mexican Amencans represent about 12 percent ‘of the

’SouthWest s populatxon In 1968 only 7.4 percent of the total uni-
. formed personnel in Jaw eénforcement’ agencxes in the Southwest were
Mexxcan Amencans, accordlng to those agenC1es answenng a Com-

i mlssmn questxonnau'e

As" for: pohcymaklng posxtlons, ‘the- Comm:ssxon learned in its sur-

vey. that only 10° law enforcement agencles are headed by Mexican
o ‘_Amerlcans an velght of these are in commumtles of less than 10 000
. inc populatlon .
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(A Commission study of the grand jury systein of 22 Califoraia coun-
ties concluded that discrimination against Mexican Americans in juror
selection is ‘‘as severe—sometimes more severe—as discrimination
agamst Negroes in grand juries in the South.””)

‘In East Los Angeles, which is the largest single urban Mex1can
American community in the United States, “friction between law en-
forcement and the Mexican American community” is on the increase,

ccording to a psychiatric social worker, Armando Morales.

Morales is State chairman of the California Unity Council, Police
Commurity Relations Committee, which is composed of members from

five ‘statewide Mexican American . organizations—the Community -

Service Organization, the League of United Latin American Citizens,
(LULAC) the Mexican American Educators, the American GI Forum,
and the Mexican American Political Association.

One of the reasons for this increasing friction, Morales told the Com-
mission, was that ‘‘gradually the Mexican American community is be-
coming much more aggressive as to its social demands, its social needs.
It is becoming more actwe -And, at the same time, law enforcement is
becommg much more suppressive, hence creating that much more fric-
tion between the two.” Morales also contended that police aggresswe
behaV1or seems to be condoned. by high level government ’

Morales charged “indifference and apathy to the justice and peeds of
the Mexlcan American” by the Federal Government. He said his council

.investigated 25 cases of alleged police brutahty, five of which were sub-

mitted for cons1deratlon to the FBI. The FBI "referred them to the

"U S. Department of Just1ce, wh1ch in turn 1gnored the matter, accord-
‘ing to Morales. .

The ‘Reverend John P. Luce, rector of the Ep1phany Parxsh in East
Los Angeles, agreed with Morales that communication between Mexi-

o ,fcan Arnencans and the Los Angeles pohce had broken down and said he
“feared “we are’on a colhsxon course in Los: Angeles ‘along the lines of a
- “pohcevbarrxo confrontatlon.” Rev ‘Luce charged that the Los Angeles

pollce and sherlﬂ' departments “refuse to talk w1th militant and political

-leaders ‘with’ whom they m1ght dlsagree, w1th young ‘people, with a
»‘fwhole varlety of act1v1st people who want change.”

The Anglo clergyman ‘told the Tommission that the indrtment of 13

' 'Mex1can American’ leaderu in the March 1968 East Los Angeles High

School walkouts has led. to the strong- feehng that ‘““the [Los Angeles]

.district ‘attorney has smgl ad out. the Mexicuan community because he

thought they were weaker than some other communities”’ but that he

_ ““miscalculated on thls polnt because the Mex1can is organlz1ng even

that. much more'
‘A" Comimission staﬁ' report sa1d that “one of the most common. com-

'p,lalnts (throughout the Southwest) was that Anglo juvenile: oﬁ'enders
[ -are released to the custody of their parents and no charges are brought,
whﬂe Mexncan Amerlcan youths are charged w1th oﬁ‘enses, held in cus- ,

tody, and gent to 2 reformatory

-‘J ’ 401 :



A counselor for the New Mexico State Employment Officz told the
Commission’s Advisory Committee: .

“. . . I was very shocked when I became mvolved in work:ng with
young [Memcan American] people . . . and found that charges were
made against them, such as stealing cantaloupes out of a farmer’s
field, curfew violations, being truant from school, and things like this.
These would all be on record and they all have quite extensive juvenile
records. Among the Anglo people I work with, this just:[isn’t] done.
I don’t think the Anglo children are this much better.”

The Commissicn’s report further stated that it is felt throughout the
Southwest that ‘‘the most serious police harassment 1nvolves inter-
ference with attempts by Mexican Americans to organlze themselves

crder to assert their collective power.” :

To the advocates of brown or Chicano power, the Texas Rangers, or
“Los Rinches,” are the symbols of this repression. The Texas Rangers
1s an-elite 136-year-old statewide 1aw enforcement agency under the
Texas Department of Public Safety. At the time of the hearing there
were 62 Texas Rangers, none of them Mexican Americans.

" To the Mexican American, especially the poor, such as the farm _

worker in the 'Rio Grande Valley, the Rangers in their Stetson hats,
fancy boots, hand. tooled revolvers, and holsters persomfy everythxng
they fear: tough-talking, rancher-grower types who can run you out of
town at the slightest suspicion that the Memcan "Amerxcans want to
assert themselves. » ;

~“The Rangers are the cowboys and we’re- the Indlans,” say Mexzcan

- Americans. , ‘
Farm workers, - labor organxzers, and CIVﬂ rxgh*s workers testxﬁed ‘

before the Commxssxon that the Texas' Rangers break agriculture worker

strikes m ‘the Rio Grande Valley - through force and intimidation.

The’ unxon "ntxon of farm workers is'seen as a holy war in Texas where

'f.;Afarm hands- get no: *vorkmen s compensatxon, no State mxnxmum wage,
: .no unemployment and dxsabxhty insurance, and: where there are ‘-no

mandatory standards in farm worker housing. (In contrast California

requ:res by law all of these things.)

Reynaldo ‘de.la Cruz, 26, a farm worker and father of slx "children,

‘who ‘had "been: arrested six times for union activities, told the Com-
. mission he Jomed the union because of **what every Mexican American
‘farm worker faces, that they -have been ‘cheated too long . . . because I
“had been cheated too many times. ,[I joined the union] so that we could

fight for our rights and for the rxghts of other people that don’t know
how to defend themselves ’
' Asked what- the feelmg of Mexxcan Amencans is toward the Texas

vRangers, José M. Martmez, a farm worker, ‘told  the: Commxssxon.

- “Many. ‘people hate‘ them; many people are afraid,” because the

' ‘majority of the Mexicans are not armed. They: [Rangers] are armed. And.
~when the Rangers are commg, then the people are; afraxd ‘They are
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afraid of being hit, or being pushed around. . . . The minute that you
hear the Rangers are coming, everybody hides. If you are on strike, if
you know the Rangers are coming, then they don’t want to strike. This
is the feeling of the people in the Valley. They. are afraid.”

Trying to determine what Mexican Americans thought of Govern-
ment as an admxnlstrator of justice, Howard A. Glickstein, then Acting

‘ Staff Director of the Commiission, asked farm worker de la Cruz whether

in his work as a union organizer he saw the State government and State
officials as friends or enemies.

De la Cruz: Well, considering that the Rangers are State officials, I
think they are our enemies.

Glickstein: How do you view the Federal Government? What do
you think of the role the Federal Government has played or hasn’t
played?

De la Cruz: Well, I am not too sure about the Federal Government.
But if they were really . our frxends, then something would have been
done when the Texas Rangers were messing with the strike.

Earlier, Pete Tuerlna, executive director of the Mexican American
Legal Defense and Educational Fund, had noted that the U.S. Attor-

ney General had intervened on behalf of Negro cases throughout the
South but that “not once, not once, has the Attorney General ..
intervened in any Mex1can American case.’

The Reverend Edgar A. Krueger, an orda'ned minister whom the
Texas Councxl of Churches sent to the Rio Grande Valley as an observer
durxng a long; farm workers strlke, told the Commission of hlS experx-
ences with the. Texas Rangers, including his arrest.

. He said he went to stsxon, Texas, one nxght in the lower Rio Grande
Valley, where ‘he heard farm workers would be picketing. When he,

- his wife,: and their 18-year-old son arrived at Mlssxon he learned that
‘12 farm workers had. been: arrested. ‘He spotted Ranger Captam Alfred

Y. Allee ‘and -other, Rangers in their parked cars in the drive-in bank on
the other side of the’ ‘railroad: ‘tracks.’ ‘The Reverend Krueger said that
since it wa: Friday. mght “when people just gather, visit, ‘and watch
the cars go by,"’ there ‘were about 200 people on both . sides of the
tracks But’ no one was trytng to gather a crowd, no one was talklng

- to the group, or tryxng to convince. anyone to become a unlon member

the Reverend Krueger said. “No one was trying to stop the train, nor
was anyone carrying a picket sign at that partxcular time. All we wanted
‘to do’ was *o find out where the persons had been taken that were

«arrested ”

When the train arrlved the Texas Rangers thh very long ﬂashlxghts

sxgnaled the train to pass, the minister said, and he decided to take a ‘
picture with his wife’s small camera from a hundred feet away. “About

that time Captain- Allee‘ walked right a‘..raxght down the west side. of
the street  toward me,’’. recalled ‘the. Reverend Krueger, "and said, as

he was walklng up, 'Krueger, Iam s1ck and tired of seelng you around '
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He grabbed me by the collar and the seat of the pants and lifted me
practically to the center of the street.”

Mrs: Zrueger then took a pxcture of what was happening, the Rev-
erend Krueger said.

“And then Captain Allee yelled, ‘Grab that woman.’,” the minister

old the Commission. ‘‘Another Ranger grabbed my w1fe, and I didn’t
see it when it hap,;ened but he grabbed her. But I did see later on that
he had her arm twisted behind her back.”

Captain Allee then turned the minister over to another Ranger and .

walked up to a farm worker, Magdaleno Dimas, who was eat1ng a
hamburger, the Reverend Krueger said.

“Captain Allee slapped the hamburger out of his hand,” the Reverend
‘Krueger continued, ‘“‘and then with double hands slapped. him in
the face. .. ."And then they took me [and Dlmas] to the passing train.
Slnce they ‘were running around so rapidly there in. somethmg of -a

'frenzy, I was very fearful when they held Dimas, it seemed like his -

head was just a few inches from the metal that was sticking out from

" the passxng train, and held us there beside the. train while it was ‘

passing.’ ‘ :

After manhandllng Dlmas some more, the m1n1ster, h1s w1fe, Dimas,
and a friend were thrown into the back seat ofa Ranger car and searched,
the' Reverend Krueger sa1d See1ng that. the _pipe.. of ‘one of .the men

‘ had bounced off the car doorway, the" m1n1ster said: ‘It seemed like -
a '~ very natural th1ng s1tt1ng on the edge of ‘the seat llke that to: reach K

down and p1ck up his p1pe At that time, Ranger Jack Van Cleve, with

,tremendous force, slapped me:in the cheek » The ke verend Krueger,A,

“his wife, and: friends were arra1gned fo. unlawful assembly This was a

year ‘and . a half’ before the. Commlsslon heari 1ng and up-to then their
‘case had- not come to trial." In charg1ng that the Texas Ra'1gers and.

sheriff’s deputies were “strlke breakers,” and completely partial to’ the
) growers, ‘the Reverend Krueger told the .Commission. that a sher;ﬁ"
deputy told' him" [Krueger] ‘that if he really wanted to help “these
people”” ‘he should tell them to - g0 back to work. :

“And there was an occasion when Captain Allee did say that if the
[striking] farm workers wanted jobs he would see that they would get
jobs,” the Reverend- Krueger told the Commlssmn “And he also saisl

~that if they didn’t go to work that it would have a depressmg effect on
the ‘whole Valley, and they would suffer and the whole Valley would
suffer if they didn’t get ‘the. cantaloupes out.” ‘

But perhaps the Reverend Krueger s miost serious charge was that

.mass arrests by Rangers and other law enforcement ofﬁcers usually fol-

lowed any success the strxkers or union-had. “For, example,’_’ said the
' rmmster “the n1gnt when my wife and ‘114 other Ppersons were arrested.

, ThlS was on the same ‘day, I believe, that the Texas Advisory Comm1t-‘
" ‘tee to the U.S. Commission on: C1v11 nghts ﬁmshed their’ hear1ng in

. :Starr County, 1n Rxo Grande C1ty, and it seemed that that hearlng', .
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gave some support to the union’s cause, and that same night peopie
were arrested.”

Arnulfo Guerra, a Rio Grande Valley attorney, charged that local
and State government openly opposed the strike and the farm workers’
right to organize and he said that the Rangers in particular “were en-
tirely and completely partial to the growers. And I say this because
the people who called them [Rangers] in was the county administration,
and the county administrationn was completely and totally partial to
the growers. It was a one-sided affair, and they [Rangers] were exces-
sively partial. . . .”

Ranger Captain Allee, a2 36-year veteran of the Texas Rangers, ap-
peared before the Commission on the closing day of the San Antonio
hearing.

Commission Acting General Counsel Rubin asked him why -the
Texas Rangers were sent to Starr County during the farm workers’
strike. :

- Captain Allee: To keep peace and order and to protect the hves and
property aud to assist the sheriff’s department.

Rubin: What was occurring at that time to warrant [the Rangers
going to Stary County]?

_Captain Allee: It is my understanding that it had been going on a -

good while and the United Farm Workers Organlzmg Comm1ttee was
try1ng to orgamze the employees there.

Rubin: And that was 7he reason why why the Rangers [were]
. sent? ' :
' Captaxn Allee Thats rlght There had been trouble, there was a

ra1lroad trestle had been burned and I had my sergeant down there

before then and had one or two Rangers there. . . . [the Rangers] were
sent . .. . to make [an] 1nvest1gat1on “e
Asked why he had arrested the Reverend Krueger, Captaln Allee
-said ‘‘he came up and. talked to e, and he got pretty arrogant about it,
and he was poking me on the chest with his finger and accused me of
putting his men in jail. My people, he called them, my people. And he
was lcud and abusive.. _
“And I got Reverend Krueger by the belt and the collar and took
him over to the car. On the way over there Mrs. Krueger, she had a
‘camera and she was with him, and about that time I heard someone say,
look out, captaln And he said, glve me that camera, Mrs. Krueger, and
hé was Ranger Jack Van Cleve, and he said she attempted to h1t ms
over the head with it.”
Rubin- wanted to know why the minister was arrested,
: Captaln Allee: T just got- through telllng you this, 1or [being] loud
and abuslve, and disturbing the peace. Language, of course, one thing
and ancther is'why I arrested him. ~ :
Rubin: What charge was. placed agalnst hlm?

‘Captain Allee: I don’t know. I didn’t -file the complamt I can get _

R that for you and send it to you, 1f you w1sh
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v s'h"‘éd;_ And that petition is'v on file: . ... .77

Rubin: Did Reverend Krueger resist arrest? -

Captain Allee: No, he didn’t resist arrest.

Rubin: What did he do? You said tha* you lifted Reverend Krueger
by the seat of his pants? :

Captain Allee: No, I didn’t lift him by the seat of the pants, I said I
got him by the belt.

Rubin: By the belt?

Captain Allee: Yes, sir. ‘

Rubin: Why was it necessary to do that?

Captain Allee: Well, I don’t know why it was necessary to do it. . . .
T usually grab a fellow by the belt if I 4m going to take him somewhere.
Of course, he didn’t especially want to go after I talked to him there a
little while. S : ' S ‘

Later, Rubin wanted to know about the arrest of farm worker Dimas

-and whether the captain had slapped‘\him. '
Captain Allee: I slapped a hamburger out of his hand.
Rubin: Why did you do that?

Captain Allee: Well, he was trylng to tell me something, I don’t

know what it was, an:i he was spitting that mustard. . . .
Asked what reputation the Texas Rangers have. among Mexican

Americans, Captaix Allee said: “Among Mezxican Americans I think
they ‘have a good reputation. I worked around the Mexican people all

- my life. I had a big percentage of the people of Starr, Texas, of Mexican
‘American people send a petition into Austin and I didn’t riquest it,

“asking the Rangers to stay there because they feared violence and blood-

B R 1,

‘Questioned whether there were workers ‘ih‘»"thfe" fields during the strike,
Captain Allee responded: ““Oh, yes, there were workers in:the-fields,

‘lots of people working in the fields. I couldn’t tell you whether they

from across the border, the green card workers.

‘Glicksteirni: There were a lot of green card workers?

Captain Allee: I don’t know how many. ‘

Glickstein: They come across [the border] in the morning and go
“home atnight? - .

Captain Allee: That’s right. ‘ . » ‘

‘It was as if Captain Allee was reminding Mexican Americans what
' they have known for many years: If they rock the boat, they can always

‘be repléced'by'cheaper Mexicans from across the border.

were from Stary. County or not. Some of them were and some of them
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[ In restrospect perhaps the most pomtlve result fhe hearing was
o that barrio Mexican Americans came out of ii wuh a feellng that
the Government ‘does. care: about them. : :

This was no’ small accomphshment To: Memca 15 el gobierno, the
Government, has trad1txonally been a'naturai enemiy. Until the Revolu-
tion of 1910, which . at_ last made Mexico ‘a. free country, Mexicans
experxenced forexgn dlctatorshlps——Spanxsh r,olomahsm and the French 12 .

. imposed Emperor . Maximilian, for example—-and dOmeSth d1ctator-‘ 3 _
ships, Santa Anna and Porfirio Diaz.- S

‘It is not surprising therefore that Mexxcan Amemcans have an :

inherent distrust of Government. The older ones remember tnat during :
. the depression of the 1930’s, the Government “incited” Mexican '
resident aliens to leave the United States to what was almost certain !
worse. poverty in Mexico. Many Mexican Americans over 3C. in the (
border areas can remember unpleasant moments at the hands of the :
~U.S. Immxgratxon and . Customs agents ‘at border crossings. They :
}remembel learning to live with the fear of deportation posed by el {
gobierno which at any moment iight demand proof that tb y're’
: Amerlcan citizens and not Mex1can mnatiopals. .

To many Mexican' Amemcans, dealings with el gobzerno have always :
been unpleasant. The . contacts - with teachers, employment officials, ' |
secxal warkers, police, and other representatwes of el gobzerno have,
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in many instances, left’ behind memories of - mistreatment  and
1nsens1t1v1ty

With the San Antonio hear1ng there was a breakthrough for Mexican
Americans who -have. felt neglected, if not persecuted, in the past- by
their Government They had - been studied many times before ‘San

Antonio, but at the’ hearlng, for the first time on a national’ platform,
" the problems of the Mexican American were explored not only in the

general sense but also in the specific. ‘

The obvious challenges of discrimination in empl.»~~ - ¢, competition
of cheap labor from Mexico, inadequate education, ; ;.. ¢ harassment,
and cultural conflicts were again aired with a monotonous consistency,

but there was a difference. This t‘me the investigators talked face to

face with members of the “establlshment”- involved in “the areas

indicated above and the Commission "dealt in pPrecise names, organlza-'

tions, and systems accused of msensrtwrty toward the Mexican
American. : ‘ ‘

The hearlng did not end in a ‘tone of: ‘Look we ve got problems

and ‘something must be done.”’ In..tead, it ended saying in effect:
*Look, these people and these s1tuatxons are keep1ng us back and this
has to be done.”

Somethmg clse very valuable came out of the hearxng-——an under-
scoring of the gravity of the problems that are now bubbling to the
surface in the Mexican Amer1can communlty Only the most insensitive
spec ~ator could miss the sense of urgency of the problems of the Mexi-

can Americans and. the realization: that delay in reaching solutlons'

could only exacerbate those problems
Following the hearmg, though not necé ssarily because of it, the

State of Texas appropriated money for its first bilingual ‘education pro- -

gram, passed a minimum wage law for farm workers, raised the ceiling
on money to be made available for welfare ‘benefits, and enacted legisla-

tion to prevent conﬁscatlon of S)roperty outnght for a m1ssmg delin- ‘

quent house payment.
The hear1ng represen*ed anothcr s:.ep in a trend toward undarstand-

‘ing of the Mexican An.encan which started a few years ago. The crea-

tion of the Inter- Agency Tommittee on Mexican American Affairs in

June ‘of . 1967 “by P’resrdent Lyndon\B Johnson, showed a growing ‘

awareness by VJashlngton of the Spamsh—speakmg ‘population.

Making the Committec a permanent agency under-President Nixon
fuither indicated that the Natlonal Government recogmzed that the
Mexican American had umque prob’ems that requxred separate con-
slderatlon from the seat ‘of power, - , T

" The formation of tiie Soutl’e.West Councrl of La Raza ancl the .L/Iex1can

-Amerlcan Legal Defense: ‘and Ec'ncation Fund wiih the relp of Ford
. Foundatlon -money. showed that srivate sector vng w

x0 interested.
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But what probably has most warmed the Mexican American to el

-Sobierno is the Government’s growing concern ‘for the uneducated and -

rural Mexican American.

Congress’ refusal to extend the bracero program was a significant vic-
tory for the Mexican Amer1can farm workers who claimed braceros
were taking jobs away from them.

The Federal Government’s funding of the C.ahforma Rural Legal
Assistance through the Office of Economic TUpportunity was further
proof that "Washington cared about Mexican Americans, who comprise
about 67 percent of the State’s agriculture workers.

The CRLA was founded on the philosophy that the poor, hke the
rich, are ent1tled to good lawyers’ who take the time to serve their
needs.

Mexican American farm workers who, with their fellow black and
Anglo colleagues, are-the only major occupational group excluded from
unemployment insurance coverage and other federally conferred bene-
fits. such as collectwe bargaxnxng 1eg1slat1on, had now someone. to
represent them in court.

At least technically, the Mexlcan American farm worker could now
defend himself not only from powerful growers but from the Govern-
ment itself.

As for educatlon,l the passmg of the Bilingual Education Act of 1967

_recognized the absurdity of pnn1sh1ng children for speakmg Spanlsh in
" ;the school grounds. . - :

It also showed that the time would come when the knowledge of a

' second lupguage would become" an asset instead of a liability.

A stirring has occurred in the Mexican American communlty itself.

- New groups are emerging, older ones are moving in new directions.
\There is a sense of mobility, typified by expressions of solidarity and

slermands for change. Not untypical of the mcod was the gathering,

. sEve aral months after the San Antonio hearing, of some 1,000 Mexican

Americans in Del Rio, Texas, to protest the tern'unatlon of a
VISTA program. '

The hearing :an be described as a piece of a mosa1c, and it provided
the groundwork for an even better understandmg by the Government of
the Mexican American. The information frr:n the hearing was also ex-
tremely valuable in ‘the comprehensive studies on Mezxican American

"education and the administration of Just1ce in the Southwest under-
_taken hy the Commission.

So stark was the p1cture of the Mexican, Amer1can in the Scuthwest
drawn by the. words of the witnesses, so evident was the need for addi-
tional resources, that the Comnmission subsequently approved the
conversion of its temporary ﬁeld oﬂ-'lce in San Anton1o to a perrnanent
1nstallat1on
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Desp1te all this, and because change takes time, those attending the
hearing could eas11y come to the conclusion that Mexican Americans
have been victims of fraud.

Much of th» testimony showed how Mexican Americans. have been

cheated of thirigs most Americans take for granted: their right to their
language, their culture, their color.

This was perhaps most poignantly expressed when Commissioner
Hector P. Garcia asked Irene Ramirez, a San Antonio high school girl,
whether she wanted to have “nice thingz.” .

“Of course,’] answered Irene, “but from the very beginning we are
taught . .. I mean, this is an impossible dream.” .

“What is impossible, dear?’’ Garcia asked. o

“Going to college and achieving something . * she answered.

This exchange dramatized to those attendmg -the hearing that
though lip ser\nce has always been paid to the theory that Mexican
/Americans * are like any other Americans,” in reality they are not.

The heanng showed that the Mexican American has ‘been made to

feel negatxvely about his Mexican background—to the point where
“even the word : “Mexxcan” has become 2 Hability. '
' As a result, Memcaﬂ Americans have tried to assimilate into Anglo
socxety as quletly as possible. Some have succeeded. But, if the testi-
~mony is to befbeheved the attempt at assimilation has faxled for too
many.

The' feehng among actw1st Mextcan Amerxcans———who prefer to

calt themselves Chxcanos—-xs that Spanish- -speaking people‘ should
xeslst any attempt to become Amencan at the expense of thexr language
and culture. : :

Chicanos also’ empl1a51ze that ass1m11atxon for assxmxlatton s sake
has been oversold and that it must be learned once and for all that you
can’t turn a brown child into a white chlld through patriotic rhetorlc

" The hearlng may also -have helped 'kill the  myth that w1th time
Mexican Americans will assimilate as have the Irish, italians, Polish,
and other ethn1c groups. This argument crumbles with the obvious
fact that the United States and Mexico share’a 1,800-mile open border,
and not an ocean as do the United States and Ireland.

The influence of Mexico on the Memcan American w111 continue as
long as Mexico is there.

The Americanizat ion of the Mexzcan Amencan has too often meant
‘that. he must shun his background 'and assume a ridiculous role of

. being ‘what has been Aescribed as a f“tanned Anglo”.

"The hearlng may have Lelped bring home an obvious historical fact:

' Mexicans are not strangers to this" land especxally in the Southwest

They are 1nd1genous to-it.
The hearing - may have focused a growmg feehng among Mexxcan
Americans. That is, that they understand the importance of becoming

1 Ang'lcxzed but’ that in the. process they insist that Anglos bucome

_A,'zed 1f the meltxng pot theory of Amerlca is to have value.
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