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.g,local leadexshlp and expertlse, and a conservatlve attltude about

;change (56 125)

E Rural soclety nontlnues to,undergo a tran51t10n from a rela—

btxvely slmple group llfe characterlzed by 1nformallty and 1nt1macy

‘to one whlch 1s more formally organl ed, more 1mpersona1 more _
“complex. The iechnology Wthh has helped to erase some of the dlf—
5ferences in thought and behav1or between rural and urban people has
d_also 1ncreased thelr Jnterdependence and has placed them 1n dally

\’contact 1n many areas of the natlon Yet, 1n other reglons a prevall-'

ext commnity

d to ‘the: communlty ‘and; does not pass :

' Withln this. radius- all the. affal s of
'ooody hbpes_to live ..

the community

eed;and thelr




BeRalin

' mthln wh:Lch - you.ng man becomes acqua:l_nted w'th the woman he
‘ to marry (83 91—2) :
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ERI

ZA il Toxt Provided by ERC [




.. At the same time; however,:rural commmnities and residents are

een: much Less than that of ‘the

nited [Siates, mverage years of
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v,:|.n the soc::.ety, oi‘ten beyond 'f-the v:n.llage or count;y boundar:l.es.
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‘commun:t.ty the educatlonal enterprn.se Ais’ most oft«en the 1argnst

:: '.consumer of publlc dollarsj and' is frequently _:anolved :Lm tax 1e-\rles-

N Th:n_s res:n_stance t_o rchange :Ls"usually exempllfled by' an. expressed
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_ Communlty DeC1S1onﬁmak1ng and the Schools

1isfeducatlon.5?¢é$On;défihéd ;*v§ o
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V};?‘schoolsf the mayor > the board of educatlon 57 a.nd the_ super:.nuendent

;‘”of schools.,-
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fwere the profess1ona1 experts and admlnlstrators were not. as well

e

prepared to Judge the merlts of proposed 1nnovatlons.‘iﬁ_~-“*'

f‘ Vldlch and Bensman (77) c1ted several studles whlch 1nd1cate

‘that the school admlnlstrator or any profess1onal educator removed

”“dfram dlrect contact w1th ch*ldren and parents ;s cons1dered ane"allen

expert" who "knows the ways and laws»o“’whe world, and who uses thls

’knowiedge to shape the communlty as 1t bears on hum and hls ends whlch:~‘

: are necessarlly 1n the selflsh 1nterests of educatlon" (77 195)

,;(emphas1s supplled)

The typlcal school superlntendent operates w1th1n the context
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unlnvolved 1n controver51es outs1de the schools.3 Mbst rural teachers

’can be expected to be polltlcally, and probably educatlcnally conserva—'

,utlve. Th1s may be largely because of exlstlng hablts 1n small com-— .

h~7between rural teachers an_furban teachers,r

uconservatlsm In the former

'munltles of hirlng "safe" persons llke'"our people" 1n values and

utlook Sharp (67);J1n hlS research, 1nd1cated several dlfferences

among'whlch was a greater

1A0ne mlght say that teachers reflected

the commun:l.ty in- wh:l_ch thev served (67 65-—8-: 23 25-6)

thlLocal Schools and the Commun1tv~®7“*“

A FullToxt Provided by ERI

‘:iTo functlon properly" Lcommunlty must have organlzatlon and a
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* BrickeIl perhaps hit on the dominant: position held by many
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ell bzen. urgustly used to support 1nva11d theorles of rural 1nferlor1ty.

The Ketter;ng Foundatlon and Gallup Internatlonal Inc uconduoted
-a nat10n—w1de stud“d, ;_ssess attltudes among parents, school board members,

7}d;andkeducators (teachers- and:a

C de:

: ighty~three. perCent of
parents, 78 percent of board members and - 66 percent of

educators opposed (58: 12) o L
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‘,ChapterfIIIf

RURAL SCHOOL CHILDREN

N »AND YOUNG PEOPL..

Very often, the efforts of the publlc schools seem to be based

' “fupon assumptlons whlch are not valld forlallAchlldrel"}The values of

the teacher and the very purpose of schoollng may not be approprlate a“i
for some chlldren., As noted prev1ously, many rural students fall to
. complete thelr schoollng through hlgh school graduatlon. The rural
aver age of school ompletlon 1s below that of the natlon as a. wnole. Lo

ﬁiAlohough a w1de range in quallty and qdantltb °f s°h°°1s’ SChOOl




,.,,-E.contlnuum (hé 57) The more hlgi

L rby what the regulatlons say" (h)

=35

'to compete adequately——except for JObS at the lower end of the ‘

V“rganlzed llfe of urban areas g

also causes problems S1nce rural young people have soc1allved in an

;env1rcnment whlch 1s controlled "more by how nelghbors w1ll react thau”u7

Numerous stud1es have 1nd1'at"v '1‘,t10nsh1p between 5'“1,'
':’amount of school acqulred by parents and the1r economlc status as

belng related to e amount of schoollng acqulred by thelr chlldren.

gNext to tne-EOme, the school ranks as the most 1mportant agenoy in

'gshapln“;a'chlld' d i e. Yet, very oiten, attendance laws are poorly
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plan to go to college.» ThlS mlght be explalned by the general feellng;, .

‘ among rural youths who plan to farm for a 1iv1ng that a college educa-“':'

tlon 1s not necessary for succeSs.,<;;a

Research suggests that tne relatlve s1ze of the gommunl y of

orlentatlon affects an 1nd1v1dual's tralnlng, opportunlty, perceptionsr
'»“7of the occupat10nal struc;ure, and asplra+1ons——therefore serv1ng to RN
'T‘Increase ‘or: decrease one's chances for a good pos1t10n in’ the occupa-'

vtlonal structure., w1th urban areas it is. mmportant to nobe, however,,

that thc advantage 1s concentrated 1n the sons of “the worklng class"

(47 206)

Lower-class urbanltes are llkely to secure more edacatlon than
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'2ob3ect1ve Opportunltles of those who grow up 4in a 1arge
- eigy are counterbalanced by the motlvatlonal pressures .
o induced: py:the: rigidities:of; the: status ‘system: of smaller

‘communities. On the other hand, among working-class . -
youth the" r1g1d1t1es of small—town structure: will prob—"

. ably operate to reinforce’ the liabilities flow1ng fram

“.the worklng-class status of the famlly (47 225) o

7Often, chlldren of lower socloeconomlc status who attend the samef
:schools as maddle-class chlldren w111 have lower asplratlons and a

ihlgher dropout rate than thelr m1ddle~class peer e Se1de1 (65) sug—f'“

':egested that the attltudes of school offlclals mlght contrlbute to. this -

' JSﬂtuatlon Attltudes of parents toward school and thelr chlldren are

‘*‘;.also magor';actors affectlng attltudes of chlldren.

: Manydrural youths experlence dlfflcultv 1n  chool Sewell (66),,

'rted that rural studPnte_(a)

randard'Engllsh.a 1hese'w“

 ifac ors comblne to make,»he tranS1t10n from audltory 51gns for 1anguage‘

rsymbols 1o’ the vlsual 51gnals (readlng) most dlfflcult. ThlS 51tuat10n
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Although not mentloned prev1ously, perhaps the most d1sadvan— _r
taged of all chlldren in: Amerlca are the chlldren of mlgrant workers—~;“
’1nclud1ng Spanlsh—speaknng Amellrans, Negroes, natlve whltes, Puerto
‘Rlcans, _ d some Amerlcan Ihdlans MbreOVer,~1t 1s estlmated that :
nearls l OOO OOO persons are c0ns1dered mlgrant worxers, wlth 320 OOO‘f‘
.qto 500 OOO chlldren under the age of elghteen., Of thls namber,f!
l75 OOO to 2?5 OOO of these chlldren move w1th the1r famllles (76 5)
| Thlrty;one of the states have mlgratory worxers number:ng

. ,A OOO or more annualLy The mmgrant ch1ldren are usually retarded

1n school achlevement for many rnason _ requent moves, poor school

- Q7attendance, 1ack of acceptance 1n some communltles, laCk Of parental

"‘é”?educatlonal achlevement language barrlers, lack of l0cal enforce—iﬂf;

| &lmentiofmschool att J'nceaand}chlld labor 1aW'S;'"leed for SPeClal

fgfchlldren, regardless of where thev may res1de The fluldlty of our mf ‘

‘l’Tsocletylmandates thls. If the_multltudlnous problems faced by rural
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that'we can ever solve the problems of urban areas, whlch “iny many
e‘ways, comprlse a part 01 the same contlnuum.,e
Althougn the research clted :An thls sectlon of thls report

represents a llmlted sampie 1nd°ed——due ln part to a pauclty of -

“Vrecent research in thls“area——lt 1s perhaps representatlve ‘of somef—“”

L of the d:fferenceszwhlch exist among rural youths w1th respect to

1tne1r fam¢11es, thembelves, thelr ambitlans, and educatlon.

A FullToxt Provided by ERIC




Chapter v
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSTONS

Thls’monograph has focused on the effects of varlous rural |
n‘groups'Iattltudes toward educatlonal declsaon~mak1ng and change.rh
: For convenlence, the report has been dlv1ded 1nto three parts,. |

however, the dlfference 1n.sub3ect matter is one largely of -
empha51s rather than Independence of toplc. | |

Rural SOClology has a rich hlstory of researoh focus1ng on‘}
:.the processe )of change and the dlffu51on of 1nnovatlons. ffAn'

‘ excellent source for a beg1nn1ng search of such studles is Rogers'

f‘lefus:on of Innovatlon (61) ] Unfortunately for the Present

K rmonograph however, much of the rural 3001ologlcal research about ,J

T

"D;fchange has not been dlrected toward the rural school but rather

\‘has 1nqu1red 1nto the adoptlon rates of varlous changes in farmlng

- ;‘5{,‘;‘~-f"and farm technology

"hagent ex1s,s for the educatlonal enterprlse, elther 1n rural areas

:Elements of the Rogers' model have been suggested

i or urban"areas.
A ol ; R g_-,.\~ ‘-;; . ‘j P AN

| }I“;for educatlonal systams "Br*ckell made an effort 1n thls dlr—

B ff}ectlon in: Organlzlng'New'YorkjState for Jducatlonal Change (lO) One

"-\of of the essenmlals of Brlcke ifs model was the demonstratlon school-
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a school not unlike those whlch'were near 1t elther in cllentele or in

flnanclar resources.‘ ThlS school was to serve as a center in Wthh to .

' 1mplement new 1deas 1ssu1ng from research and, because of 1ts proxlmaoe
hv1S101i1tv would serve tne same purpose as the corner fleld of hybrld ’
corn. Not much has come of the 1dea 1n any klnd of organlzed way but
~in the oplnlon of the authors of thls monograph,»the conceptlon would
still seem to be a pram1s1ng one; especlally in v1ew of research which
seems to 1nd1cate that more . people are persuaded to change by the1r

nelghb01= than by a far—off (1n phys1cal or psychologlcal d1stance)

'c_font of knowledge.~’ ' o

The agrlcultural change model 1s, of course, not completely

L 1somorph1c when applled to educatlon. In educatlon, one deals w1th‘a‘“;f

system rather than slngle consumers of Ldeas, wlth an organlzatlon

‘f,lirather +han 1nd1v1duals.- Organlzatlonal change is somewhat more

-qfffComplex thanulnd1v1dual‘ hangevff;]?"i

_'It is’ nevertheless somewhat anomalous when one does flnd 1n

’”gfprosperoussru_tl7'"
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‘administr ators and teachers, and even more conservatlve colleges of -
educatlon—-to accuse these grouns of professlonals of 11v1ng in the
past and of belng unresponslve to current needs. Yet, studles do-‘
“show that most: admlnlstrators and teachers in: rural areas are themr o
selves more often than not products of the subculture they serve ;f~
and seemlngly reflect the attltudes of the communlty 1n whlch thqy
work. Whlle not entlrely'unheard of 1t is uncommon enough to ‘
; mention thattthe product»of the‘Bronx rarely,endS'up teaching in
Pocatello. Other‘studies indicate the 1uence cf local 1ay
1nfluent1als upon declslon—maklng practlces in the school Thus it.

would appear that the educatlonal system serv1ng rural Amerlca 1s some~»"

"glt 1s located Q,Even cursory examlnatlon of the schools normally’:u'

1nd1cated as "beacon 11ghts" of 1nnovat10n by such agencles as the

a»,Tnstltute for the Development ol Educatlonal Act1v1t1es rarely'lncludesip o

f]fwould}be‘mlsleadlng to suggest otherw1se However, th1s wealth fre-

‘ 3quent1y does not appear to be shared w1th the school system or:other -

‘”fcommunlty welfare systems serv1ng those areas,kln addltlon, as sug~ ;ﬂ}‘

’afffprev1ously, these areas frequently are not even on the cuttlng g

»3tedge of) acatlonal 1nnovat10n.,;, e
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| Runnlng the rlsk of outcrles from those who would 01ue such
hlstorlcal phenomena as the POPU11st Mbvement the authors of thlsddd'*
monograph would suggest that there contlnues to exlst in' much of"
| rural Amerlca a bas1c conservatlsmr-a sacred s001ety 1n the s001o; 'c“’
vaioglcal sense—awhlch 1s pervaszve and Wthh 1nf1uences atcltudes
toward changes 1n the 1nst1tutlons of that part of Amerlca, whether
the area is r1ch or poor in materlal or natural resources.; There
' does exlst a susplclon of too much "newness" in the schools, or of

"outs1de expert adv1ce." It 1s there and 1t 1s observable. The

: nature of the sacred s001ety thus does account for a general 1ack

°._of 1nnovat1veness*1n,the s001a1 1nst1tutlons-—any partlcular comp

-tmunltyls:gen ral_acceptance of technologlcalffdvances in those-{?‘_.,_;.n,

(1 e.,uchangeiln,themnature of soclety, of 1ts 1nst1tutlons, of the

farm commun1ty)~1s_1east desirable’ of: allvln v1ew of the rural re51~-7

dent—-unles o
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_vhlghly valued is local control of 1ts 1nst1tutlons | (There is
jev1dence that th1s 1s valued by many urban groups too, and
' accounts in part for the hue and cry for "decentrallzatlon ")

%ﬁﬂvDeveloplng out of the des1re to conulnue 1oca1 control whlle at

hthe same tlme ach1ev1ng some of the obv1ous beneflts of the

: .serv1ces of a 1arger school un1t has been the recent move toward

'd'vﬂthe educatlonal cooperatlve It seems to promlse hope for the

"f;_fcelved threat than the 'consolldated school W

5 1mprovement of rural educat10na1 systems w1th 1ess 1oca11y per- ’f“.'

{':f Such organldatlons as the perm1531ve unmandated educatlonal

hf‘fcooperatlve now developlng 1n Appalachla, the mandated Reglonal
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Commlsslon, a Federally funded agency serv1ng thirteen eastern states,

has been devotlng much of 1ts energles and resources to such. act1v1t1es,}

as well./

o 1A;'Fina1:Wor'df S

Th1s monogranh has attedpted iorcover a vast terrltory. In

'iamany 1nstances, the authors felt llke the proverblal bllnd men trylnb
‘ to des"rlbe an. elephant. Nevertheless, certaln c0nclus10ns have
been advanced based upon the best avallable data.~ Hope ully, many

readers w1ll flnd 1n thlS monograpn a source whlch w111 lead them uO

'uiconduct further i u1r1es 1ntofthe nature of change 1n rural school f

. a subJectfwhlch needs much
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