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The purpose of this project grant was to demonstyrate

feasibility of local video tape program development for Adult Basic
Educaticen, to determine the instructional effectiveness of that
programming with ABE students, and to explore means of A.B.E. teacher
improvement through use of videotape. Step one, the production of an
audio-visual catalog iisting material appropriate to Adult Basic
Education was completed. S'~p two, the determination of weak areas in

existing audio-visuals resv. .

ir 1assans in the general areas of

{1) communication skills, ana - .- ~ath being developed. Step

three, the local development of su_ ..~

L video tape recorder

{VTR) curricular material was not efficiently or elfect;vely realized
because of the lack of knowledgeable professional manpower in
television curriculum develorment and production. Step four,

exploration of teacher improvement through the use of VTR was
attempted, but inadequate staffing, and logistical and technical
difficulties encountered made results of this effort inconclusive.
(For related documents, see AC 010 639 and 640.) {Aathor)
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this project grant was to demonstrate feasibility
of locail vidé@ te pe program development for Adult Basic Education, o

determine the instructional effectiveness of that programming with A.1,E.

use of vic'i,ec:otapé .
Step one . the production of an audio-visual catalog listing ma-

terial appropriate to Adult Basic Education was completed. Step two,

the determina’ticn of weak areas in existing audio

-yvisuals resulted in

iessons in the guneral areas of 1) communication skills and 2) consumer

math being developed. Step three, the local develo;:rrient of supplemental

video tape recorder (VTR) curricular material was not efficiently or effect-

ively realiz_éd ‘Because of the lack of knowledgeable préfessic:nal manpower
in te]evisic;n érur:ficulum development and production. " 8tep four, explora-
tion of teachgf improvement through the use of VTR wé;,s‘ attempted, but
inadequate étaffiﬁg, and logis tical'and technical difficulties encountered

made res'ultsi‘o'f this effort inconclusive.
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INTRODUCTION:

ABE ,b'eing: unigue in the field of education poses many problems, not the
least of which is an awareness on the part of the citizens, teachers and ad-
ministration of the need and imperativeness for such education. The very
people who need help the most by this very feature are the ones who are
least represented and have the least power or influeﬁce to make themselves
heard. In most ceses, these are the weeds which have been plucked from the
fertile lawng and cast aside to be caught up in a circle of poverty and depra-
vation that cannot be broken. They have trouble even making themselves
heard.

The purpose of this project would be to give aids available to those who
are attempting to teach the adult who is so undere—ducated‘that the adult may
not know of ﬁis neéds and if he does, cannot help himself. The man who
cannot read the ads to find a job, the housewife who cannot read a recipe or
the elderly persén who cannot recognize a bargain when one presents itself,
are the people.to which this endeavor has attempted to help.

The County Welfare Department, County Health Cénter, Pensions and
Jecurity, Shériffl"s Office, Nursing Homes, Head Start, Industrial Development
Joards, and Local 3chool Admin’is’trat’ors and doctors and nurses from the
‘. B. Sahitéf{ﬁm weré vé.fy caoperati\}e'in -referfing,pec’rp_lé to this project and

urnishing names and addresses of people who -could be helped.
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OBJECTIVES

(1) To catalogue available aids for ABE

The cataloging of AV material appropriate for usé in Adult Basic
Education was motivated by the need among ABE teachers for aid in pro-
gramming audio-visual for adult students. Additionally, compilation of
the catalogue aided in the determination of the strengths and weaknesses
in existing AV-ABE materials.

The annotated listings of the completed catalogue were suggested
by a nuﬁber of similar programs, related agencies and interested indivi-
duals. Ccpiéé were distributed to each ABE teacher in the Etowah system

and accompany this report.

(2) To determine weak areas in audio-visuals

The iﬁteht of this objerctive was the determination of weaknesses
in existing audio=vi$uais so that VIR teaching aids could be locally devel-
oped where theyr were most neecded. Compilation of the catalogue was the

first step in ascertaining what direction local effcrts should take. ‘Con-

sultation with thosa people mcst closely associa tecl with adult learning,

the ABE teacher and the ABE student alsc helped 1n arriving at those subject

15

' fields in need of supplemental audio- visual aids.
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Analysis of the AV-ABE catalog and teacher/student consultants
revealé’d one general observation. No matter what subject area was re-
viewed, the lowest level, or Level One in the ABE structure, was most
deficient of existing materials appropriate for adult learning.

This lack of entry-level material may be explained by the newness

of the ABE program and its minority standing within the educational universe,

Commercial and educational pr.oducers develop materials to sell to the mass
eciu::atioiiai audience, and that audience is overwhelmingly children. FPilms
or tape that nught be appropriate in subject matter for undereducated adults
are often not approoriate in tréatrnent.

Weékﬁeéées were found to exist in many areas and two subject areas
were selec':'té_dg Attempts were made in each area to develop VTR teaching
aids. Efférts were concentrated in the a;reas of communication skills, and
consumer math.

. Generally poor communication skills among .unldereduca,ted adults,
the lack of 'abprcﬁriate available materials and the importance of verbal
and written communicaticns in everyday life provided the reascns for the
develcpment of local materials in the area of communica tion ékills Thre;e
tapes were develeped on this Subject.

~,Analysi_s revealed that 1owﬁlevel mafhemétics énd consumer educa-

tion were;alsé: necess ary ﬁ:kills fcr adult basic educaticn students. Catalog

;:researc:h also revealed def;cienmes in both these SUb_]EC‘.t areas.
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In order to demonstrate the practical uses of math it was decided to
combine that subject area with consumer education into "consumer math"
tapes on simple interest rate, and installment buying were among these
developed in this combination.

As an innovative adjunct to the teechinp of communication skills,
an attempt was made to faciliate the learning of reading by instruc-tie’n
in music. It was felt that through the use of musical lyrics, students
could be motivated to read, thereby enhancing their ability to communicate
and reinforcing the more formal communication skills instruction received in
the classroom,’

(3)  To develop videotapes inthe weak areas.

The intent ef this objective was production of VIR programs tailored
specifically to the needs of ABE students, so that gaps in existing profes-
sionally produced AV/ABE materials would be locally Supplemented. These
supplamentary programs were to be taped in the ABE ele'SSreom as a demon-
stration oi-‘ the feasibility of lecel produetion'cf electreﬁ'ie teacher-made
materials .

Init:.ally it was plarned that the ABE blassroom teacher would be res-
‘ponsible fer the full range of software development, frem preliminary research,

'to: 'c—on ent planning, to actual "on air" presentation. Utilization of inex-
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relatively simple, although the simplicity of the hardware involved was
niot matched by ease In software production.

From the 'very* beginning, serious problems plagued the projects
operations. It soon became apparent for instance that competent ABE class-~
room teachers were not automatically competent televis iqn instructors. The
inexperience of the "on-camera-talent” was matched by the personnel be-
hind the scenes. Technical personnel had no formal training in program
development or production techniques and therefore could give no guidance
to the teachers. | Unforeseen production and logistical prcolems, such as
manpower shortages and poor classroom lighting and acoustics only added
to the pcol of difficulties engendered by the use of untrained personnel.

The ABE classroom teachers part-time status severely restricted the
amount of time and energy they could allccate to special preparation for
televised leséons; The lack of support staff, such as graphic artists to
aid in visuals:_‘prczclucticn,_, only added to the responsibilities of the teacher.

The un_erESéen difﬂ‘:ultie_s encountered in field development of VIR
material.requife«ﬁv a major_change in the _o_rigin_al concept of '_'_on site" tapihg.
‘When_ s.t_udiq produ,cti_cjn fa_ﬂfi‘litri?swéfe made'av,ailable‘ in January, five
months afte»r»:the’v p_ra_jécf sta;rtéd_, it was decided to abanc_l»@n ‘field p@roductian.
- Although moving to one ‘c:_é‘ntrgl_j‘qca tion did help the manpower shortage, and
_dispegsed_. wifh.".prébliems éf»,ifli’grhtiﬁnjgj!én.c_l}_a‘cc‘;:’ustiés, ‘the-fncvye trarde’dv'on_e set

of pri;\bl‘emzsf for fanéthér.



Since the ABE teachers were all full-time da‘y school inetructors,'
they had no time available outside class hours to develop videotapesg
Previously, claee hours were utilized not only for classrocm instruction
but also fcrv VTR development. The studio move separated these functions
but did not provide the teacher with more money for the extra hours now
needed or gave release time from normal duties. Therefore, the studio

' move, altho:ugh sclving some problerms, subtracted from the projeot the
prime source of manpower, the ABE classroom teacher'.-

VIn order to replace the instructional talent lcet‘bythe ehif't to
etudio usage, teachers funded through a Title IIT grant Were recruited
to Aaid in vide‘otape -development. These teachers were also untrained

/
in televison ine,tructional techniques, plus they carried the additional burden
| of having no previous experience working with .ABE students, Their heavy
. schedule of on air teaching (sometimes 4 to 5 hours daily) left little time
to alloea te for A‘BE 7- Conflicting chilcsophiee,aleo_ ccrnpilic_ated working
with the Title III teachers. : |

, Title I pereonncl were charqed with the reepcneibility ef operating

an ongoing prcgram nct conducting a demonstration Although their inetruction

wa.sn good it tco often consisted of waterer? cwn lessone originally prepared
for higher level stu ente.‘. The difficulties encountered in productien cf VTR

S rnaterial to demonetrate precluded the planned evalue tion of that material

s s -, of the ten claesee in the county eaw the televisecl materials but pre and
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post tests were not given. Gains made in their classes cannot be
connected to their viewing of the television lessons.

(4) To explore means of teacher improvement through the use of videotape.

Initiaily, this objeCtive and the actual development of in-classroom
videotapes were closely linked. It was thought that by having the class-
room ABE teachers serve as on—camera "talent" during VTR production their
instructional methods would improve while concomitantly a useful audio-
visual teaching aid would be developed. It was projected that through
use of experienced ABRE teachers, lessons could be tailored specifically to
the speci.ai .r_ieeds of the Adult Basic Education student while at the same
time thé teacher's skills wﬁ:uld iﬁprcve through:self—cbserva'tion.

A combination of factors however, proved this concept fallacious.
The unplannéd,nature_ of a migrcsteaching situation is an asset to the
ever, spells disaster for an effective televifsion.lesscn. Likewise, if in a

training sitﬁaﬂcn the battery of skills necessary in good television teaching

~ are'lacking, the training value of the tape will not bé. diminished, However,

_lag::kf of these skills by the teacher in a televised lesson meant for broadcast
will .ber d;ef;'r_-iménfarl' to ,less’;yn' __::lmp_a:c:.tf . |

.'Téc_glflnicgl!-and,lqgis_;iqal _pro_blje_m_s ,» such as_.pocr l_ayoubt and light-
ing v,ifn thefield,and Vuﬁti;a‘ip_.e‘d ran‘d 1na_<%eqi;_a;te ‘manpower, further complicated
thé problemof usj_ng ur‘l_s.‘kvi_l_lg’d‘ teachers as “V*Icall_"e'n‘t.' " |
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Another problem in making tapes under classroom conditions arose
because of individualized instruction. In most ABE classes in Etoweh
County several levels are mixed together into one class. This makes it
difficult for a teacher to prepare ar televised lesson suitable for all students
in the class. | |

Although the tapes developed in the field were of some use in
teacher improvement, it was soon realized they had little usefulness as
teaching eidsi The variety of problems previously stated accounted for

this situa tien .

ebsenceof a s‘killed .teacher trainer to aid in interpreting the videotapes,

and ehanneling new found insights made this practiee of minimal impact.
The. unexpected problems that arose required majer chenges in the

initial concept of teacher improvement running concurrently with VTR field

development. When studio production facilities became available midway

 through the ?rdjeet, it was decided t,e abandon field production. The con-

trolled envirenment Vef.%a special preducticn studio was considered to be
more eenduei‘i}e'»to VTR develepment. Howevet the move to studio facilities
eeverely hampered the teaeher improvement ebjeetive Attempte. at__l;ringing
ABE teachere inta the studie met with little succese |

'7 Since the personnel invelved were all fulI time day school teaehere

and 'part time ABE teaehers they had no time aveileble outside elass heurs ta '

aid in VTR development, ,and funds were not aveilable for releaee time. .This

.{ 7



added obstruction required a re-evaluation of project prierities—hased upon
the time, and i‘honey left for completion of the demcnsﬁaticn. Development
of tapes wes' considered the foremost priority, theiefore abandonment of
the teacher improvement objective was decided upon in order to focus re-

maining time and energies on VIR development.

QUTREACH:

=R L i

Student survey records show that recruitment Wee ecccmplished by these
methods: 69 - thrcpgh teacher contact; 36 - thmﬁgh etl-;er ABE st_udente;
16 - through church ennouncement% - 6 = by letter; _ 6 — by anncuncemenf; sent
f’f.orn school; 4 - thrcugh newspaper; 1 - by PTA announcemerit.

Reaecﬁs for aiz:te‘rldiﬁg ABE Giaeses aé given by students are as follows:
22 - to leare to read and write; | 56 -~ for selff—imprevement: 22 _, i;o pass the
GED test; 14 -- torfurther my education; 8 - to getl a better job; 4 - to finish
. high_schcc:l; 3 - to finish Nursing School; 2 - to be able to help children at

home; 1 - to be better infor.med*- .1 =to secialize! 'l - to pass subjects

prerequisite to gettmg into Mertuery Science when dlscharged frern T. B.

“Sanitarlum' 2 - to get a. JDb

Althaugh it daes not shew in the survey, the GED test seems to have the

- most 1nﬂuence upon recruitlng and retenticn in this pregrarn.



Two lccal radio stations carried spot announcements of the yngl‘aln and

its begtnntng for severel weeks. An articls eppee‘red in the iarcjeet newspaper
| in the County ann g the awerdmg of the research project to our system

The use of WR in adult classrooms wae_herelded in some surreunding,eounties
and visitors were welcomed from time to timei |

The announcement to school children that the VIR would be in the school
at night and people could see themselves on TV led to the ettendaeee of men.
women and ehildren. This is believed to be a signiﬂeent development., It
led to the assumrptien that this might be a means of recruitment which had been

.'everloekedend possibly could be exploited in AéE.

RETENTION:

Of the original groups which were pre tested, no one withdrew.

. DIAGNOSIS;
. Before entry into research fer AABEDC there had been very 11tt1e formal
_ testing done m this syetem.._ Since fermal teetlng was required for decumentary
'purpQSes pre and pest tests were administered and it was found in many cases
'with proper preparation on the part of the teacher much of the phebia could be

v‘ remeved from the students. Altheugh- the best»ecoperetien-w;es not e:;perie'nee'd,'




the ground work was layed for better results in the futureg Same of the
teachers have ncr been s0' .ipon test1ng and this may account fD!' the low
perceritage taking‘ teste at some nantéi‘é.

in the West End System where the VIR and GED examinétiens V\}ere pushed,
the enrollment Vwas doubled and 23 students took the test and passed. Three
students froin 'tlie édj oining county heard the radio spots about the testing
and came to this center and passed the test. The test was administered by
Dr. Condra, Director of the University of Alabama Center ip Gadsden. He

commuted the distance of 20 miles from Gadsden to West End five different

nights and gave the test. A total of 26 st.dents passed the GED test.

TABE Tests were given to each stﬁdent_ In many cases, teacher-made
locator tests were given to locate the grade level. Results lof the pre and

post tests are included.

MANPOWER:
A total of 13 ABE teachers, one project director, one project counselor

and one secretary are involved in, tl-us program. Two T.V., te_chnic;ans, two

_cameramen ane Gounty D1rector of Gurriculum and Instructional ‘Media, the

County C‘-Qordmators of Sc:ience Math Enghsh Soc:.al Studies, and MusmA

are involved in: th;s prcgrami The ETV studlo fx:r the county schcol system

is made avatlable at scheduled tlmes for maklng tapes. The Gogrdin_ato:s

have all been mvolved in making tapes m their respec.tive fields.




The iﬁterhal Revenue Department, the Social Security Department
have furnished lectures to ABE Classes.
Mr. Horace McWhorter representing the State ETV Gommission has

visited our studio and advised methods and precedures to use.

program and evaluate and advise in tape making.

-Dr, A. L. Wilson, Professor of Education, New Mexico State University,
visited the county system and was cahsulted in the devélopment of thé ABE
Program. |

Dr. Ed. Wood, who represented the University of Alabama in a county
wide curricuium study, is doing a dissertation on the development of ABE
in Alabama. He spent several hours in the ETV studio and with local admini-
strators dist:u_ssing the project. Dr.,_ Wood brought tap_es, which the University
had devel@ped, to be viewed locally.

Mr t’}am W‘hérton, Program Production Managet, attended a two-day
_wérksho,p_ in Lexingtcn,t,l{eﬁtuc]{y E;TV studios. This opportunity was made
péssible by ‘the ‘AABEDG at Mqtehead University.

Dt. Taylcr Direct@r,of,,~Eléméntafy Educa"ti:un ‘frém:].acksonvﬂle State
Umversuy, was consulted on- metheds cf ratmg teachers., L

sts Gladys Marona Etowah County Attendance Superv;sc:r gavé able

' »assistance 1n mcating and EISSISting In recruitmg students

An m—servu:e w,&’kshcp was held in Dctober at the Gadsden State Junior

_ Golle!gé."; _All 't,fe{ac.:';__l';’gi.‘r"s inViQ;v;efd_ in the proj g;‘:.t were presen-t and participated

: 11_.
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in this meetinéﬁ Emphasis was placed on the use of audic visuals in classroom
presentaticns; All aids available in the county education systems were pre-
sented and .use‘d by each teacher. The county supervisor of instruction and
audio visu,alé was present and supervised the use of the equipme_nt,

Six teach:ers and the p:roject director were enrolled in a course at the
Gadsden State Junior College entitled, “Nature of Edult Education, " offered
by Auburn University.

The objectives of this course were to assist practitioners and supervisors
engaged in ABE to carx;y out learning activities with adults at any level of
instructich. Many current and daily problems of teaching adults were dis-
cussed in thése clagses by the research teacher and director.

. The State Supervisor aﬁd_Area Supervisor were broﬁght into the s+ :dic
to evalua&e tapes and procedures. The County Coordinators have actea as

teachers and consultants from time to time.

MATERIALS AND CURRICULUM;

_‘The"locator_ test, Student survey, counse;ing and pfivate conversation
v-éere uééd in'ldete}minihg the ;::urficulur_n. after the wants and ne_ed,s of the .
'students had been determined 'I‘he task Qf assembllng matenal was attacked.

Prcgram materials from Steck=Vaughn were used at least 70% of the time.
: 'I‘eachers in this caunty are morp farm.har with Steck—Vaﬁghn material than any
o ( others, which accaunts fc:r this h1gh percentage. The Audm-Link Wcrld of
‘.Work Series, whlch deals W1th gcod attltude gcod employee employer rela—

B wsﬁanships was mtmduced Th.is pragram stressed good citizenship. which is



deemed important by the project director.

The L1n1{ Perceptual Development Series, which places empﬁasis on
readlng, wWas used This pregrem is considered being very good for Level
III reading and probably had a great deal to do with the success of the West
End Center. |

Teaehef—made rhaterials were used 15% of the time. These materials
included: tapes of drivers license manuale, VIR used to tape a difficult
English class, a simple bookkeeping system for a small store operator to
learn and use, teacher-developed filmstrips on local coﬁnty and city govern-—
ment, completing Social Security forms in clase,f a talking book s=ries, e

baby shower for one enthusiastic member, a going away party for a German

'girl, and showing filmstrips for a. person who had never seen one before. The

teacher-made materials were used to create learning s.ituatiens for adults.
‘The Cowles “Hew to Pass the GED Test" was . used to develop a curric-.
ulum for the third level students who were pnmarlly interested in passing
the GED Test.
Tfanepa_renetee made in the C‘;entrai .lefic_e to teach Level III Math

were not successful.

. ‘_MEIHDDS:‘

Many different metheds were used Each teacher usually has some

’particular way that she likes to cenduct a class heWever we realize that

| And'ogogy 1s different frem Pedagegy if one method dees not work , another



has to be tried.

The teachers were encouraged to use the lecture method as little as
possible. |

Listed are the t}'fpéé of teaching methods we used: lec’tﬁre or speech,
panel, role playina, question pericd; field trips or tours, committee, buzz
sessions, demonstrations, discussibn groups, interviews, short course, .skits ,
person to person or individual, combination of the above with audio visual

devices and ETV.

FOLLOW-UP:
At the close of the 1969-70 school year 26 ABE enrollees had passed the

GED test. Seve’nﬁf these enrgliees have indicated that they would attend

/ the Gadsden Staté Junior College, whichi is located in this cit;}. Five have

received job promotions, ten received pay. increases, three plan to attend

Nursing School and the: others have not changed status and are not certain

of future plans.

COUNSELING:

,;;The_'enrail‘eesfin.ihe;‘.ABE (i'fla_sses recelved gfoup;and 1 n;iividual_c;,;nseling.
-Group .C:{C!:l.lnsgl'i:n;g“cox}s'jsted;gf ,geqei';'lr in'fomatiDn .of Ainteﬁrést to, thé.grc;up. En-
couragement and praise were given to those in attendance in ABE Classes.

Stress was placed on the value to.be received through regular attendance.




(1) Available jobs in the city and county were discussed,
(2) Help v&as given in routine completion of application forms.

(3) Home beautification and clean-up projects were discussed and
encouraged.

(4) Voter registration and pariticipation in local and state government
urged and encouraged.

(5) Community projects discussed and information given on how to
join and become a part of community functions.

(6) Subscription to local newspapers was encouraged.

- (7) Credit and long-range buying discussed. The fallacy in some
lending agencies was discussed as it relates to interest rates,
term payments, and contractable agreement. '

- (8) .Medical cost and hospital rates discusrsed;

(9) Shcpping hints on grocery buying and food preparation on low
budgets explained.
Individual counseling with enrollees included:
(1) Personal problems:of enrollees.
(2) Man"iagé and family relationships of enmllées. '

(3) Home rentals home ownership, and home 1mprovements of.
' em‘allees discussed.

(4) 'Personal adjustments an the part of enrallees as it relates
- .to hame and family 11fe.= ,

(_5) ,'Self irnprovements and realistic goals for éﬁrolleés; .

(6) The need- for ABE as it relates to individual and community
o impravements. , "~

(7) Agencies where help cculd bé recewed for perscnal prcblems
' were recommended

0 |
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STATE SUPPORT:

The State Director of Adult Education is fully aware of our objectives

' in the use of the Video Tape (VTR). Through the state ARE funds we have

been allowed. to purchase video tape recorders on tne local level.
' The State Director has referred administrators from other systems to
study our use of the VIR and its development within our program. We feel

that they viéw our program és innovative and we have received nothing but

encoﬁragement on this level.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
Weak areas in this prcgrém woﬁld have to be the invclverpentnf ABE
teachers in the tape production. These teachers were full—time day school
teachers ain&;moanlightérs at night. They did not h-"a the time to prepare
and come to the studio to make t‘épes, ~ The 1ights.and facl_hties at schools

were not ‘c;on‘d;icive'_to_‘development of gc;;od tapes.
The. num_ber Df ijéc_::tivgs in relatic:ﬁ to ‘the fnanpéWEr ét-the start Df this
prcgram was prcbably not wise. It is beheved that all ijectwes will be

met to :a__ deg;gg, hgwever mare time and knaw hc:w is n@eded to beccme as

‘is &e’sirable in the development Df VTR for use 1n teaching

the part c:sf the objectiveg whtch shculd be pur.:ued. -

‘ ’_'l‘he passibility ci tea‘ghing adults by cablev1sion seems to be the next step._:‘ S




The assumption that good video tapes could be developed under regular

classroom conditions with teachers who were not trained in VT pfcductign
was a fallacy. This problem will be solved, we believe, b;y using the
VIR teache'xjs who work fulltime at VIR production. Developing tapes under
classroom conditions consumed valuable time until it was realized that this
could not Ee done and the regular TV teachers were induced to produce ABE
tapes. The only drawback here was that these teachers had little or no
experienc.e 1n teaching adults and were forced 'to become updated on the
nature of Adult Education.

This project has thoroughly convinced many of the participants of the
value of the VTR in teaching adults and the i mprovement of adult teachers.
Its iny limitations seems to be the vision of the pgople charged to its

opération,

SPREAD OR SPIN-OFF: .

During the early attempts at developing ABE Video Tapes in the Etowah .
County School System,_ _much interest was expressed in the VTR by school
administrators. This system purchased two one-half inch portable VT:-'s
and they are in continuous use. The capabiliti.esi, which personnel in
ABE Ha§e been' .ablé,tc develop, haﬁe been passed down to all progr:arns in
éur entire school system. Some tapes produced in the i‘.hitial phase of our

project were viewed by the staff at Morehead State University and was con-

17



structively criticized and the expertise, which we have been able to develop,

has filtered into the entire school system. Two of our schools, Sardis and
West End High Schools, use tapes in small group instruction at least three
times a week as a direct result of techniques developed through this project.
This project has initiated soms innovations in education which the impazt

may not be known for several years in the future.

18
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ASSESSMENT OF OUR PROGEAM BY CLIENTS
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,;%  State Bards ovacroonno

JACK L. RAY

PRESIDENT | _ ﬁltaona, .ﬂlaba:ma
= " April 4, 1970

Mr. E, G. Wilson .
Etowah County Board of Education
Basic Adult Education

Etowah County Court House
Gadsden, Alabama .~ 359802

Dear Mr. Wilson:

‘The First State Bank of Altoona would like to take this opportunity
to let you know what a service your Adult School at West End High
School has been to our community. From the “public-spirited bank'
we say keep up the good work: - o

Yours t:ﬁl?;,m_;.;

- = =~y
e . -

Jack L. Ray
“President

'_ J LRL;? Ebs




0. JENKINS, M. D. . COUNCIL-MERN
HEALTH OFFICER '

- = J. D. PRINCE
: TOWN OF ALTOONA a .
HMN A, LUSK, JR. : JERRY M, MORGAN
CITY ATTORNEY MILLARD THOMAS. MAYOR HERSHALL DAVENPORT
K. WALKER. SR. ALTOONA, ALABAMA KENNETH DAVIS

CITY CLERK . 35952 OLIVER J. SLOAN

April 1,1970

Mr., El C. Wilﬂﬂn

Basic Adult Education

Etowah County Board Of Educatlion
Court Housze :
Gadsden,Alabama 35902

Dear Mr; Wilson:

_The City Council of Altoona wants to congratulate
you on the splendld rssult your adult class at West End
High School have accompllshed. Several of our cltlizens have
sisured pay raises and better jobs because of your adult
classes, : : -

b

o7
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OFFIGE OF-

Guperintendent of Education
" ETODWAHW COUNTY
GADSDEN, ALABAMA

c. C. DAVIS ' MEMBEERS ‘OF ETOWAH COURTY

. SUPERI HTENOENT ' ) i BoANS a!z:pu:,lﬂou

BILLY H. RAINS A'pril 9; 1970 BETE CARNES. FRESIDENT
ASDISTANT SUPERINTENDRNT » ]

RS, VERALYHE G, TERRKLL. ViGZ-PREs.
DAVID 8. GARNES .
WAYNE GRISBOM

NOY SPRAGOINS

BiLL MAYFIELD
. ADHINISTRATIVE ASRSISTANY

MI‘. Ei CQ' Wilsﬂn

ABE Director B

Etoewah County Board of Education
Room 109 — Courthouse ,
Gadsden, Alabama 35901

Dear Mr. Wilson:

1 cannot adequately express our thanks for the school which
we had at West End this year. The rewards have been great. The
number of students that partcipated in and passed the GED test
expresses what this school meant to this community.

Again I say thank you and we believe this school will mean
mach more in the future. ,

Sincerely,

Mrs, E. P. Terrell

' Vice-President
Etowah County Board of Education




WEST END HIGH SCHOOL
Office of the Principal
WALNUT GROVE, ALABAMA

September 26, 19€9

Mr. E. C. Wilson

' Ttowah County Board of Dducatien
Gtowah County Courthouse
Gadsden, Alabama

Dear Mr, Wilson:

The West Bnd Adult Class wants to thank you for the
telaviasion coverage of our class Thursday night and all of
the wonderful help you have given us.

Yours truly, , o
A g v,
M,%?y.ﬁ“

Jerry Morgan

nw
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. .. E. C. WILSON -
. .. ___:==« program dirget‘grA C

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by eric [N

.q.;;—_g-* The Gadsden Times, Sunday. Sept. 7, 1065 —.15.

For the second year, the adult basic
education program of the county and
city schools has been selected for a

research project conducted hy the

Appalachian Research Division of
Morehead University, Ky.
-‘The project will be financed by a

" special  federal grant of $9,400 1o be

used to provide equipment, counselors
and carry out administrative work nf

. the project.

The program will use outside
Tesource personnel, such . as
bankers,dociors . and home “econ-

. 'omists, 10 help adufts solve problems.

Last year sucii a program was car-
ried ‘out and results of this program

were. used to compare the 'ef- -
fecuveness of mstruchnnal medm and'

e -

24

traditional methods of teaching,
Director of Adult Education, E. C.

"Wilson, said many of these sessions in

which resource personnel participate,
will be video-taped for use in other
areas which conduct adult bas;c
education programs.

C. C. Davis, county superintendent
of education said, ““This area is for-
tunate to get ths project and much
credit is to be given to the teachers
involved in -adult education.” He

- especially praised Wilson for his ef-
. forts in obtaining the grant.

‘Adult education program- conducted
24 ‘programs in which over 300 stu-
dants enrolled. The program is
finahced by the federal and state
gavwnments. TR



ERIC.

A FuliText provided by ERIC
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Adult Education
Course Planned

* A course in adult education

" i} will ke offered here by Auburn -

University"s Field Laboratory

1} winter quarter (Jan. 5 to March
13), according to E. C. Wilson,
“tdirector of Adult Basic Educa-
1tion for Etowah County.

" Registration will be held at
Browder Science Hall at
Gadsden State Junior Collegs

4|l Wednesday at 7 p.m.

The course, VED 413 —

deals with the characteristics
adults- as learners, and thé
history, philosophy and naturé

specific- adult groups.:
Thée coufse .cariies fotir- huuri-

—s,-a'

fee i3 $45. Date of the first class
will be determined Wednesday.

Services program during the

Nature of Adult Educamn:‘

of adult education as applied’ to

graduvate or upper. level uns
defgraduata credit for qualified. -
participants, Wislon: said. ‘The v

Adult Education
Workshop Slated

A workshop for teachers will
be conducted by the Adult Basic
Education Department of ths
Etowah school system tomor-
row from 4:30 to 8 p.m.. E. C.
Wilsoii, director, announced.

Emphasiz will be placed on

lactual use of audio-visual

equipment in the classroom,
Wilsoni said.
In addition to the 27 Etowah

‘teachers, those from five sur-
‘rounding counties are expected
:to take part in the workshap,




T &t p ; ki 2 ¢ L i TR
Adult Education Class At Sanitarium o |
Pi'ctuféd,a're some of the 40 students in the adult - from 9 to 72 and range from students with no

education classes of Mrs. Ora Mae Warren at the = education ito high ' school graduates who take
. TB . Sanitorium.. They all .are patients. who are refresher courses. The classes are under the direce

working for a general education: development-cer- . tion of Etowah County School System’s Adult Basic

tificate. . Mrs, Warren (standing lefty, a retired Education Dept., headed by E. C. ‘Wilson.
public schoo} ,teagh’er,rsa,id her students vary inage . ... . i .

B A e provided by R




: Esfabhshed 1867—Now In Our Second Cenfury Of Service

-24BtH lsésug . : Gadsden, Alabama Frlﬂay, March 20, 1970 . . ‘Single «

, - Speaks Here . .

o _ R : 7. Dr."Alfred P. Wilson, professor of edicational admin:

) ' " istration at New Mexico State University; is in the county
school system studying its efficiency. Wilson, a consul-
tant in such matters for over 20 states, was guest speaker
at the county teacher's meeting yesterday at Gadsden
State Junior College. Above, touring the county's audio-
vndeo-graphlc communications network are (frem left)
‘Dr. Wilson; Billy J. Rams, county director of curriculum
and title III projects; E..C.-Wilson, director of adult
education, .. : :
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oy 28, 1970

50,000 Alabama adults ney

BY CHRIS WADDLE
P-H Educailon Writer
Ault  illiteracy poses a
hiem met with increasing
e over the last 10 .:um_.m
‘eason:

lzbama’s 1968 census dis-
sed 850,000 educationully
sadvantaged adults —
sning he lack of an eighth
e educativn — and 60,000
Its who have never attend.
sthool,
« state of

icizl charged with

ating adult iltiteracy

4

1 the 1880 figures have
reused an estimated 20 per
i over the decade, due to
rate of schoe! drop-outs.
arman  Parker, coordina-
for adult busic education
ihe State Department of
sculion, s the majority
inits whe zo back fo elass
start school for the first
w are funectional jlliterates.
They can get by all right,”
‘ker said, “but they are so
<h belter off i they can
4 or write.”

BE ~— aduft" Eﬂn educa-
= ig carried on in 90 of
hama's 120 school Systems

lo make adults lilerate,

Last year, 11,000 Alabami-
ans paricipated. In a study of
the schooling’s effects:

 —L600 learned to read, and-

1,350 learned to write for the
first time.,.

—L10% won better-paying
jobs, promotions and raises
alter ABE classes,

. iﬁ% who were parents

-%aid they made a greater

effort at keeping their owm
children in school.

~1100  subseribed to 2
Tewspaper for the first time
in their lives.

~T00 opened a bank account
for the first time.

—More than 2,000 registered
o vute for the First tie,

~And many of the adult
students went to work and
stopped - receiving  welfare
payments, according to Par-
ker.

‘The average age of those in
ABE last year was 39. About
63 per cent were women, One
white participated for every
three Wegroes.

Alabama's ABE s relative.

Iy new, according to the

program coordinator,

The state provided only
22500 2 year for -educating
the older, wn-schooled before
1965, when the appropriation
Jumped to $100,000 annually to
provide matching funds for
federal adult education
grants,

ABE s linanced 90 per cent
by the federal - government
and 10 per cent by the stafe,

which last year raised its-

share to $116,500,

Techniques in training
adults have advanced along
with funding.

A .,J:a;gssm. Parker said,
had been a lack of teachers
qualified to work in ABE.

At first, teachers were sent

out of the state for special
training. Afterward, Auburn
University offered courses for
ABE instruetors and teaching
degrees at undergraduate and
Em;m_‘ levels are now offered
in the _mgsé%,m of teaching
adults,

SE@E at EuE at Florence,
Gadsden, Huntsville and
Mobile
teachers, Parker said, and
Alabama Siate GESEE in
aas?gﬂaé began courses in
Septernber,

Teaching adults is a ticklish

problem, said another state |

.education official,

“Just because he deesn't

know how fo read and write

for potential ABE-

You have to 1ake a aEmEE
approach,”

ABE is one of s_m E%_”

EE_,EE ‘education programs
in Alabama because it fills a

" vacuum, according to Parker,
“We've overlooked teaching:

adults for . a long time,” he

er went fo mnroo__

can’t %m_ wiih Es as a kid.

said, “but it means E,&_ﬁ

adults a second chance- at an’

_eiducation when ,Emm‘mwﬁmm% it

by the first Gime." -

He said the State u%mi.
ment of Education Jooks for-
ward to ABE’s year-by-year
growth in. the future. .

doesn't mean the adult is not |

sophisticated- to the ways of
the world,” sm said. *You

Auburn also offers mﬁgm_._g

E\.

[C"

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



May 12, 1970

APPALACHIAN ADULT BASIC EDUCATION
DEMONSTRATION CENTER MODULE STATISTICS

Please complete this form and include it in your May 31, 1970, final report
and future interim and final reports.

I. DEMONSTRATION PROJECT
NAME _Alabama Project
ADDRESS Room 109 - Courthouse, Gadsden, Alabama 35901
DIRECTOR(s) Mr. E. G. Wilson , ,
HR GEOGRAPHIC AREA

List the counties your demonstration project serves:

Etowah County L .

III.  TEACHERS |

' o _ Full-time Part-time
Number Employed During ' '
1969 - 1970 Year .o . . 0
Number Employed at End 7
0of 1969 - 1970 Year ) . : 0
The Average Hours }
Worked Per Week 0 - .0

A ki g
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IV, STUDENTS

Number Enr'c-lled During
1969 - 1970 Year ° 138

Number Enrolled at End
of 1969 -1970 Year 138 o -

Average Hours of
Attendance. Per Week . 500

v, PROJECT ADMINISTRATORS

Full - time

Part - time One (1)

Average Hours ‘
Per Week - 6 o N

VI. QOTHER STAFF

Staff Title Full-time Part-time Average Hours
) Fer Week

Counselor ‘ X ’ 12

Secretary X e o

- — —TERIC™ Clearinghouse —

~oCT11197
_.én Adult ;Edt.icétipn

- 30




