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ABSTRACT

This document presents the iesults of a survey of
the legal composition of state coordinating or governiny agencies and
public institutional governing bhoards in post-secondary education.
The listinos are by (1) state, state agency, and boards; (2) legal
bases, whether statutory or constitutional; (3) composition,
including the namber of board members, whether elected or appointed
and appointed by whom, and term of office; (4) number of full-time
professional and supporting staff; and (5) number of 2- or 4-year
institutions governed. The report also presents tables with
comparisons of state tax funds for operating expenses, enrollment and
per capita dollars in 50 states for public institutions of higher
education, 1967-70; and comparisons of percentage increases of
appropriations of state tax funds for operating expenses of public
higher education and ner capita increases, 1967-70. (AF)
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LEGAL COMPOSITION OF STATE
COORDINATING OR GOVERNING AGENCIES
AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONAL GOVERNING BOARDS

Apologies are due for the lateness of this issue
of Higher Education in the States. At the date
of the deadline for material for this portion of
a two-part survey of the governance of public
higher education, informatic.a had been received
from 34 states. It was found that the informa-
tion could be gathered from at least 14 addi-
.ional states, so the printing of the issue was
postponed. Information was not received from
two states — Alaska, which has a governing
board of regents for all public postsecondary
education; and Delaware which does not have
a legally established statewide agency for higher
education.

In April 1971, the Indiana legislature passed
a measure creating a statewide coordinating
agency, thus bringing to 47 the number of states
with legally created state agencies for higher
education. At the present time, there are 27 co-
ordinating agencies and 20 governing boards.
The thres states with no legal state agency are
Delaware, Nebraska, and Vermont.

For the most part, the institutional governing
boards included in this issue have the largest
numbers of members and serve for longer
periods of time than do the members of the state
coordinating agencies. The largest governing
board is the University of North Carolina with
100 members appointed by the legislature serv-
ing 8-year terms. In addition, all living former
governors and the state superintendent of educa-
tion in North Carolina serve as meibers. In
California, the members of the Board of Re-
gents appointed by the governor serve for 16
years, and in New York, the 15-member Board
of Regents appointed by the legislature serve for
15-year terms.

governing agencies in higher education and governing bonards
of public postsecondary institutions in 48 states.

ges 68-71: Cornparison of state tax funds for operating expenses, en-
rollment and per capita dellars in 50 states: Public instifu-
tions of higher education, 1967 to 1970; and comparison of
percentage increase of appropriations of state tax funds for
operating expenses of public higher education and per capita
increases, 1967 to 1970.

COMPARATIVE HIGHER EDUCATION
APPROPRIATIONS — GROSS AND PER CAPITA
BY STUDENTS
In most states of the nation, the most serious
question facing legislators this year in relation
to higher education is that of appropriations for
higher educaiion. (See Vol. 2, No. 1, Higher
Education in the States, January-February 1971)
Requests for appropriations have increased in
most states but funds to meet them have been
limited. The assumption that until this year
funds for public higher education have been
readily available on an increasing amount per
student base across the nation are not borne out
by the figures. While no state reduced gross
appropriations to public higher education in 1970-
1971 or 1969-1970, six states did not increase

appropriations.

However, when appropriations per capita (stu-
dent) are compared, 17 states actually reduced
the appropriation per student in 1970-1971 and
1969-1970 and in an additional 9 states the per-
centage increase per student was 5 per cent or
less, an amount offset by inflation. Other factors
such as increased tuition may enter into the pie-
ture to offset restricted state funds. However,
ithe figures at least indicate problems in relation
to funding levels in some states antidating what
has been described as the current depression in
higher education.

The tables on pages 68 to 71 report total appro-
priations, appropriations per capita student, and
percentage increase or decrease. Figures for 1971-
1972 are not yet available but current signs sug-
gest even further reductions.
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