DGCUNBENT RISSUMRE

ED 051 527 : CG G06 859

AUTHOR Morgenstein, Melvin; Strengia, Harriet
TITLE An EBEducational Component Incorporated iato a

Residential Drug Rehabilitation Program. Phase II:
keport of Pilot Project.

INSTITUTION Nassav Ccamunity Coll., Garden City, N.Y.; New York
State Bducation Dept., Albany. Bureau of
Occupational Education Research.

PUB DATE May 71

NOTE 94p.

AVALILABLE FROM Nev York State EBIC Service, Bcom 468 EBA, Stzte
Education Department, Albany, ¥ew York 12224
(Microfiche arailable at no cost to educators)

EDRS PBICE EDRS Price KF-$0.65 HC~$3.29

DESCRIPTORS Drug Abuse, #Drug Addiction, Educational Needs,
*Edrcational Opportunities, *Educaticnal Progranms,
Pquivalency Tests, Higher Education, 2rogranm
Descriptions, *Program EBvaluation, Secondary
Education, *Vocational Development

ABSTRACT

This report describes aand discusses the findings of
a project which invoived ex—-drug addicts in a pulti-faceted
educational prograas, the components of which included: (1) college
education; (2) high school eguivalency diplosa study classes; (3)
noncollegiate courses ia vocational and technical skills; ({4)
orjentation of residents and teachers; and (5) special events.
Program outcomes indicate that: (1) attrition rates in the
residential therapsutic program vere reduced for those involved in
the e€ducational populations and their reentry into "straight® society
vas facilitated; (3) they reverted to drugs less fregquenily ana aone
returned tc jail; (4) ex-addicts cufficiently motivated can complete
college courses successfully; aud (5) some residents are ready
earlier thau others for educational iavolvement depending on their
stzge in therapy. Concluxions and recoxmeundations Lased on these
fialings are incleded. {TL)




pUA DA X 4 gy -
SRR TSN A e er qar — e A T AR T PTORY P EH TS LIRS AT,

- MN-356

C &

T

PHASE Il -
REPORT‘OF %

50051527_1

US OEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. EDUCATION
1 & WELFARE
OFFICE OF COVCATION
i (HIS DOCUMENT MAS BEEN REPRODUCED
EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM THE PERSON DR
1 CRGA'LATION ORIGINATING IT. POIN(S OF
i VIEW OR OPINIONS STATED DU KO NECES-

SARILY RFPRESENT OF FICIAL OFFCE OF EOU-
CATION POSITION OR POLICY

IHE UNIVERSITY OF mi STATE OF NEW YORK /THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
1AL EDUCATION RESEARCH JOFFISE OF VOCATIONAL RFJABILITATION




B il PP NP Y

i

O

EDO51527

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

PHASE 11

REPORT OF PILOT PROJECT

AN EDUCATIONAL COMPONENT
INCORPORATED 1INTO A

RESIDENTIAL DRUG REHABILITATION PROG

By
Melvin Morgenstein
and

Harriet Strongin

NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Garden City, New York

In Cooperation With

The University of the State of New York
THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Bureau of Occupstional Education Research
and Office of Yocarional Rehabilitation
Albany, New York 12224

(-

May 1971



[E

iz i BT

O

RIC -+ B

william D. Firman

THE UNLIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

Ragents of the University
(with years when terms expire)

1984 Joseph W. McGovern, A.B., LL.B,, L.H.D., LL.D., D.C.L.,
Chancellor . . . . . + o o s s & s o s s-s s s o New York
1985 Everett J. Penny, B.C. S., D c.Ss.,

Vice Chancellor. . « « . . . et s e s e e s White Plains

1978 Alexander J. Allan, Jr., LL. D., Litt D:. ¢ s ¢« s o+ s o Troy

1973 Charles W. Millard, Jr., A.B., LL.D., L.H.D. . . .. . . Buffalo
1972 cCarl H. Pforzheimer, Jr., A.B., M.B.A., D.C.S., H.D.D. . Purchase
1975 Edward M.M. Warburg, B.S., L.HD. ... . . . . .. . . New York
1977 Joseph T. King, LLeB. ¢ ¢ 4 ¢ + s s + o o s s s s « » + Queens

1974 Joseph C. Indelicato, M.Di . &« o ¢« ¢« v ¢« s ¢« « « o « o » Brooklyn
1976 Mrs. Helen B, Powar, A.B., Litt,D,, L.H.D., LL.D. ., . . Rochester
1979 Francis W, McGinley, B.S., LL.B., LL.D. . . . . « « « . Glens Falls
1980 Max J. Rubin, LL.B., L.H.D., . . . .+ . . . e . New York

1971 Kenu.eth P, Ciark, A.B., M.S., Ph.D., Litt. D. « « « s« « o Hastings

i on Hudson
1982 Stephen K. Bailey, A.B., B.A., M.A., Ph.D., LL.D. . . . Syracuse
1983 Harold E, Newcomb, B.A. ¢ . v 4 v 4 o ¢ ¢ o o & s o « . Owego
1981 Theodore M, Black, AB. + . + 4 . & 2 ¢« & « o o & . Sands Point

President of the University and Commissioner of Educatior
Ewald B, Nyquist .

Executive Deputy Commissioner of Education
Gordon M. Ambach

Associate Commissioner for Instructional Services
Philip B. Langworthy - .

Associate Comminsioner for Reszarch and Evaluation
Lorne H, VYoollatt

Associate Commissioner for Vncational Rehabilitation
Adrian Levy s J ‘ :

Assistant Cummlsstoner for Research and Evatuaticn

Assistant Commissioner for Occupational Education
Robert S, Seckenggrf ‘

Direc?or. Division of Research
carl E. Wedekind

Direclorl,hivision of Vocationql Rehabilitation Operations
Marion E. Martin

Chief. Bureau of Occupational Educat. on Regearch |
Louis A. Cohen :

.

Rt T



TR

E

e il - e s e .- e

FOREWORD

The Board of Regents has said that drug abuse "... is cutting at the
very foundati;n of our social order'", Education is one of several lines of
attack or. the present drug abuse problem.v

The pilot project described in this report has attempted to kl) in-
velve the ex-addict while still under treatment with some type of advanced
formal education (or struct%red training) and (2) to provide him a meaning~
ful active experience with '"straight" membeis of his peer group,

The ex-addict, it is anticipated; will have greater occupational mobil-
ity upon completfion of the education phase and reentry into scciety, This
should help him escape from his former environment and rrovide the nceded
motivation to remain free of drugs.

Positive indications haye encouraged continuance of this f-oject for en-
ther year. 1t fs far too early to make concrete claims of succese, how-
ever, the Dcpartment on the basis of preliminary findings, encourages
similar treatment facilities to experiment wich an educational cdmponent.

Resourcefulness and community support are particu{arly impo{tant in
order for a project of this type to be initiated, Cooperation of and be-
tween the multiple supporting local agencies is a necessity, The agencies
mutuilly eupporting this particular preogram are to be commended.

Miss G, Ceraldine Dicksoﬁ, Asgociate in the Bureau of Occupational
Education Research, was coordinator of reseacch and publiéation. Additional
copies may be obtained by wciting to the Bureau cf Occupational Education

Research, State Education Department, Albany, New York 12224
' ~—~

' Carl E, Hedekir;d-.“nirec'.or
Division of Research
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INTRODUCTION

A, Purpose of the Study

- Though the unauti.orized use of prescriptive drugs is not new in this
country, the extent of their consumption has alarmed large numbers of
reople in all walks of life. Hardly a day passes without the appearance
of articles in the news media about dvug 2buce and addiction., The themes
range from chemlcal analyses cof drugs tc metrods for curbing their use.

If 48 understandable, then, tkat increasing attention should bn paid
to the rdrug abuse issue. The general assault on the problem is léd not
only by gover.mental agencies but also by civic associations, religious
groups, schoucl administrators, and private organizations. In nuwmerous
instances, groups with opposing political and/of social beliefs have joiﬁed
forces to combat tae evils of drug abuse. It is not et all surprising,
thérefore. that societal conceén has prompted government at all levels to
appropriate substantial funds for preventive ard remedial aid purposes.

The area of prevention includes drug educational programs, legislative
restrictions, and law enforcement. Treatment mathods include such activities
as methadcne stabilizatton, out-patienf group counseling, and residential
thefapeutic programs., For the most part, remediation has been restricted
to helping addicts and ex-addicts understand the causes of their addicuvion.
The vaficty of programs that exist are somewhat bewildering, but the - ipid
involvement of concerned communities is indicative of the sertousness with

which the problem is being met.
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Surprisingly absent from most drug thevapeutic programs is an emphasis
on cducation as both a therapedtic method snd as preparation for reentry
into normal aocicty., It would aeem logical to train.ex-addicts for futufe
jobs,lor at least to encourage tﬁem «0 explore areas of learning, while
they are in therapy. Yet the e;tent of such preparation at pregent {s
restricted mainly to general high achool equivalency diploma programs.

Not only does this restriction deny educational and training experiences
to those who are not interested in securing the diploma; it provides little
in the way of advanced training for those who already possess one.

Educational involvement of ex~addicts who are in treatment programs
could serve the following purposes:

1. ‘Career plann}ng vhich woul& afford the ex-addict the

opportunity to learn about career opportunities and to
undertake specific vucational or technical training.

2., Bxploration to acQuaint the ex~addict with the liberal

| arts, business, and other profescional and techuical areas.

3, Therapy to add a new dimensfon to therapeutic programs

by encouragirg the ex-addict to =2xploit his latent

- talents.

"+ 4, Reduce sttrition by ﬁroviding a variety of educationsl
expe:iencei, thuf encouraging the ex-addict to complete
therapeutic trcatiwent, In fact, education could be
viewed as an integral part of therapy.

5.  Aid society by prouviding people who (upon reantry) have

© productive skills or who will c&ktinue to study in

. private and public educational institutions. ¢
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With these objectives in mind, the investigators, in the spriné of
1969, conducted a planning study involving resicdents of Topic Houa'e,1 a
residential drug therapeutic community éponsored by the Nassav County Drug
Abuse and Addiction Commission. The effort wae a cooperative venture
between the Commission and Nassau Comrin’ty College with a Vocationai

Education Act grant from the New York State Education Department, Bureau

of Occupational Education Research. : #

B. The Planning Study (Phage I)

The tkrust of the planning study was to determine how ex-drug addicts
could be engouraged to enter the world of work through the cooperation of
public educaticnal agencies.

Rehabilitation of ex-cddicts shoqla involve not only emotional and
physical aspects, but also include educational development. At the
initiation of the study, tte latter function was largely ignored at Topic
House. The»investigators directed their attention to incorporating an
educational phase with a view éowa;d technical and vocational training for
job preparation.

Ihgy;nvestfga§ors ;et out to determige:.

1, 1f an educational program was desired by the residents.

2. Whether an educational program was advieavle for Topic

House residents.

3. 1f advisable (and desired), the type needed.

c

lTopic House - Treatman; of People in Criais.

1
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C. Objeétives of Phase I were:
1. 7o develop a profile of ;he Topic ﬁouse résidents including
their vocational experiences and career acpirations.
2. 7To determine the specific educational reeds of Topic House
" residents thac would make them more readily employabie.

a. To determine the kind of instruction required in such
programs.

b. To defermine whether Topic House residents rcquired
unique edu;ational experiences, and whether these
residents could éefég‘éith regular Nissau Community
Cullege students or with those at‘other established
educational institutions.

3. To determine the contribitions that Topic House residents

and administraéors could make to the development of a

joint college/rehabilitation érogram.“

4, To énalyze‘the existing factlities and programs at Nassau

Commuﬁity College.

5. To determine whether residents of Topic House could benefit

from educational programs conducted by Nassau Community College.

D, Findings

Profile of the Topic House Residents

Interviews wére he}d on an»}ndfvidnpl basis with the 75 Topic House
residents. Sfeven staff membersiwere included, all of whom were er-addicts.
Each interview tock 20 to 30 minutes. After discussing the purpose of the
study, all resfdents were exposed to a structured {nterview questionnaire.

They were free .t all times to volunteer perscnal information, to talk

iRic | ‘
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about their backgrounds, and to discuss their aspirations. They werz also
encouraged to éontact the investigato.s abdut any material or data they had
forgotten to mention during the interview.

Trauscripts of records were requested from the iast schola;tic insti-
tution indicated as attended by the resident. This infoirmation was added
to the vesident's individual data file.

" Profiiz data were collected regarding age, sex, veteran status,
marital status, employmeat record and vocational gkill attainment, iicenses
held, vocational aspirations, educational achievement, intelligence
quotients, and length of residence at Topic House.

A complete report of prbcedures and findings of Phase 1 can be found
in the New York State Education Department, Bureau ofloccupational Education

Research, July 1969 publication: Study of Articulation Program Between

Nassau Community College and Topic House.2

The findings substantiated the need and desire for an educational
program for Topic House residents. All parties involved in the study
agreed that a pilot project should be undertaken during the 1969-70 academic
year and that it sh&uld commence September 1969.

The investigators, with support from the Bureau of Occﬁpational Edu-
’cation.Rééearch; designéd a program to meet specifﬁc neceds of the residents.
Thislpfbgrahyéonsidered vbcaéibﬁal; professionél, and cultural aspirations
as weli‘as resideht capébflitiqs and achievements., It also contained plans

for appropriate employment preparation.

2, copy may be obtained by writing to the New York State Education Depart-
ment, Room 468 EBA, Albany, New York 12224.



THE PILOT PROGRAM {Phase 1I1)

Dlscusgionu weze held with top-level adninistrators of the Nas;au
County Drug Abuse and Addiétion Conmission. Policies were developed
regarding the scope of the program, lines of authority, communications,
procedures and utiiization of physical facilities. Though the basic work
was to be conducted at Topic House, periodic contact was to be maintained
with the Administrative Director of the Commission. Matters regarding
re;earch would be reviewzd with the Directcr of Resecarch and Evaluation.
Liaison with cut-patient groups would be maintained through the Director of
Treatment and with Topic House residents through the additional help of the
House Director,

After initial contacts with the New York St§te Education Department's
Administrator of the 0ffice of Vécational Rehabilitation, it was agreed that
the investigators would work closely with the Office of Vocational Reha-
bilitation (OM) counselors in interviewing Topic House residents, Active
liaison was established with the OVR Regional Director who assumed the
cohnseling wole 1p o:dgr‘to expeditg}the program, ‘

., At a muetiné at;ende@ by personnal from the New York State Education
Depgrtment.‘the Nags&u County Drug Abysg and Adéiction Commission, and the

investigators, agreements wore made regarding OVR's participation. They

were:!
1. Medical aqd necessary psychiatric reports from the Drug
Commigsion would prece§e CVR ap rqval of clients.
é.' OVR would ﬁroviae Qoq%;{oqal.cqqugl{ng fér all»Topic
House residentslinvolvéd in the educatiqnal program.
4 l , -
o | 18

ERIC B 6

f
. N2 g



A MR WY T UM B it sy Vb e e L TR S o e e i B . 1 i . ke b et e 1+

E

3. Topic House residents would be served by che OVR

office in Garden City.
4., OVR would suppo;t appropriate educational and/or !

training programs for individual clients.
5. OVR would suppor* clients enrolled in co’ rses offered

by only Stete recognized institutiomns,
6. OVR would authorize the client to secure required

texts and supplies.
?he inveatigétors discussed the program with the Repistrar of
'assau Community College who exp}éssed great interest and offered cooperation.
Key personnel in the Registrar's office were alerted to the program and
issued instructions regarding their responsibilities, and met with the
investigators who outlined the purpbse of the study and established working
procedures.

A similar d;scusﬁion was held with the Nasssu Community College
Bursar who also welcomed théiétudy and prepéreﬁ pertiﬁent staff members
with details of thé program. The investigators also.Spoke with the Bursar's
staff.regarding the preject.

Active w;rk on the study did not start until August 1969 when it was
agreed t' .t ; limited number of residents would be accepted initfally as

OVR clients. Thig decisioniwas made so that OVR personnel could do indepth

* counseling with a small number of residents rather than conduct less adequate

O

investigations with a !arge‘group.
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FIRST EDUCATIONAL GROUP-ENROLLED ﬁASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE-FALL 1969 SEMESTER
Seventeen residents (15 of whom were amo?g the initial 75 in the
Phase 1 study) were acce}ted for part-time enrollrpent at Nassau Community
College tor the Fell 1969 semester. Their course seiections were deter-
mined by interviews with the investigators and the OVR counselor.
Final decisions were made at a meeting attended by theibirector of

~

Treatment, the House Director, the OVR Counselor, and the investigators.

It should be noted that these decisions evolved from careful evalu-
ations of the residents' backgrounds, aspirations, and needs., The input

from all concerned parties assured the resi<ients of continuing support,

TABLE 1

PROFILE DATA OF 17 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDRNTS
ENROLLED AT NASSAU COMMUNITY CC.LEGE
FALL 1969 SEMESTER

[ L Number of |
Variable i - o Residents
AGE: .
18-22 _ 7 %
23-27 b 10 (2)
SEX:
Male 14 (2)
Female 3

VETERAN STATUS:
Veteran 5(1)
Nonveteran 12 (1)

VARITAL STATUS:

Married 7(2)
Single 10

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA: -
General Equivalency 5(1)
Regular 12 (1)

0T1S 1.0,
Mean 106.6
Median 109

« — :
o * () = new residents not part of tnitial 75.

8 !
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Table 1 lists pfcfile data for the 17 residents. The nu@ber married-
we,s proportionately higher than those of the Phase I group. Their IQ
avecages paralleled those of the initial 75, while the proportion of those
between the ages of 18 and 22 was below that in the {arger group.

fable 2 shows the vocational goals of the 17 residents expresscd at
two intervals: March-Aptil 1969, at the time of their fi{rst interview by
the investigators; arnd August 1969, at the fnterview with the OVR counselor.
it is 1nterestlné to note that four of the five residents who moved'out of
the "uncertain" category indicated drug addiction treatment as the area in
which they wanted to work. Those who had specific business aspirations

earlier maintained this intorest.

TABLE 2

<

VOCATIONAL GOALS OF THE 17 TOPIC HCUSE RESIDENTS
ENROLLED AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE

~ FALL 196Y SEMESTER
i ; Number of Residents
© Goals Initial DVR
Co . Interview! Intexrview
- 3-4/69 8/69
Buziness - : : 4 5
Drug Addiction Treqtmeﬁt , o 7 1l
Uncertain 6 1
Q _
ERIC 9 -
o o ) .



It i{s not difficult to judge how weil the vocational goals of the 17
residents related to the courses in which they enrolled. An analysis of
the datazin Table 3 showed that tliose who had indica%ed business as a
career selected relevant courses? Nine of those who aspired to careers
in drug addiction treatment registered for basic courses in psychology and
sociology. In their judgment, these courses were clearly related to the
type of work in which they were already involved or for which they wanted
to prepare.

TABLE 3

COURSES TAKEN BY THE 17 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS

ENROLLED AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE - FALL 1969 SEMESTER
‘ Number Enrolled
Business Law 7 12
Business Organization and Management 1
Data Processing (Introduction) 1
Marketing ‘ : 1
English I 2¢
Creative Writiug 12
Effec:ive Speaking ‘ 4b
Paychology 1 4¢
Sociology I Sb
. TOTAL 20%
8,24¢ “Indicates the thvee students enrolled in two courses.

* Reflects dual enrclliment of three residents.

3A11'courses offered by the Nassau Community College were open to

those residents with the proper prerequisites. Refer to the.Nassau Community

College catalog for course listing,

10
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The enrollment in the course, Effective Speaking, reflected some of

- the resideats® concern with difficulties in verhal expressicn. The inter-

vie. 3 he. revealed these insecurities, and the residents were anxious to

+

remedy the situation.

To avoid registration frustrations, the investigators arranged enroll-

ments for the residents. This involved:

O

ERIC
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1.

the completion of applications for college entrance,
The investigators conducted this activity in a group
session. Minor problems developed concerning the

possession of social security numbers, location of

- general equivalency diplomas, identification of college

study areas, and proof of bona fide residence in Nassau County.
the determination of days and hours when the residerts

could attend classes. 1f possible, conflicts with

House responsibilit;es were to be avoided.

N

the availability of courses compatible with restident

. time, Where a conflict occurred, a substitute course

was selected or the resident's House duty schedule was
changed. 1f a closed class (because »f the Coliege's
pre-registration system) was an obstruction, the investi-
gators discussed the matter with the appropri;te department
Chg}rmen aqd; more‘often than not, satisfactory accommo-
dations were made.

the rescrvation of course cards in the Registrnr's office.

It was essential to do this since open regf.tration could

undo the carefully laid plans concerning compatible work

and class schedules.

11
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5. completion of college invoices. Thic was done with the
residents as a group to acquaint thgm with the standard
Nassau Community College registration forms.

6. the presentation of completed applicaticns'and 1nvo£ces{
along with course cards, ;o the College Bursar. The
investigators served as liaison between the OVR office
and the Bursar. VR authorization forms for tuition,
books, and supplics were secured by the investigators
and were processed collectively with the Bursar.

7. this involved verificatiop by the Bursar, the delivery
to the residents of their receipted invoices. Written
instructions were attached to thz invoices explaining
details about the first class session.

8. a cheék of the records of five of the residents who had

previously applied to the Coilegas, of whom two had
actually attended.

Tne investigators maintaiked a schedule of classes in which the
residents were enrolléd. This master list was to be used for reference
purposes. '

After discussion with the Director of Treatment, the House Director,
and the residents, it was decided to inform the instructors of the students'
treatment status. This decisfon was based on the feeling that the students
would pe more comfortable knowing that the instructors were aware of their
therapy and also that the instructors might want additional information

concerning them,

ERIC L
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Pripr to the start of Qchool, the investigators conducted an orien-
tation session at Topic House with the 17 student resldents; The seminar
was designed to supply .nformation, allay fears, and'set a positive tone.
The following matters were discussed:

1. Class schedules

2. Expectations

3. Behavior in class

4, How to study _

5, Avaflability of investlgators for help

The orientation format consistzd of opening remarks by the investi-
gators, questions from the residents with responses from both the lpvestl-
gat;rs and the residents, and encouraging closing woxés by the investigators.
How-to-study guides were distributed with ample comment ;bout the techniques
contained therein. Each resident was issued a college catalog for lnfor-
mational planning use. » - |

Before classes started, several residents requested program changes.
1le 1 -asons for these changes were of ewo types: (1) alteved responsi-
bilities at thc House, ani (2)‘a desire to take two courses rather than
one, Before a schedulc change was effected based upon the second reason,
pernission was received from the House Director and the OVR ccunselor.

The investigators sent a note to the residents congratulating them
on their enrollment at the College. Instructions were also included °
pertaining to the start of classes.

Since it was possible that OVR authorization forms far books might be
delayed, the investigators developed a temporary form for use at the
College Bookstore. The store manager was very coopsrative and agreed :o

accept the temporary foyrms pending receipt of the official OVR authorizations,

O
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The students were then issucd the forhs, along with instructions ar to
their use. .

Arrangenents were made for che residents to have their pictures taken
for ldentlflcatloq card pufposes. However, in this ;nstance they were
required to make their own appointments. The investigators explained the
importance of the bards, with particular emphasis placed upon their use
in the Library.

Several resideate would be driving to the College; therefore, parking
permits had to be secured, This was handled by the investigators through

the completion of forms provided Ly the College Security Office. The

residents filled out the forms under supervision of one of the investigators.

' Parking regulations were issued with appropriate explanations about

authorized parking areas.

Several instructors inquired about the project and requested an orien-
tation session with the investigators. The latter complied willingly and,
because of time conflicts, met fndividually with the faculty members,

The discussions covered the pufpose of the.program, the status of the
residents in therapy, absence and grading policies, treatment of the
residents as students, and liaisor with the investigators. It was agreed
that while the instructors would aid the residents when necessary, the
latter would have to meet all requirements of their courses. The residents'
involvement in drug therapy was not to afford them special consideration

in the discharge of their responsibilities as students,

An interesting result of the orientation with the instrugtors was tpe
close relationships several of them developed with the residents. They
Qere invited to Topic ﬁodse for lunch and/or dinner and returned the
invitations. They held extra laboratory sessions, loaned books, and

14
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discussed their students' progress with the Investigators. They made

special efforts to establish classroom climates where the resiuents could

vfeel wanted in their groups. In sowe cases and with the agreement of 'he

O

residents, the latters' backgrounds were used to develop a learning
sequence,

Shortly beforé mid-semester, the instructors were asked to write
comments about the residents’ progreas. The information was to be used

by the investigators for evaluatiun sessions with the students.

Durirg the semester, the investigetors conferrgd frequently with the
residents aﬁd the coordinators. A variety of problems was encountered,
including the fellowing:

1, Shori-term hosﬁitalizatioq of a resident

2. Depression of a resident a?ising from drug therapy

3. Discomfart of a regident with a class ansignﬁent

lnvolving‘an oral presentation

4. Interference of outside job with school schedule
»  Insecurity of a resident regarding his rapacity to

| overcome a nonintellectual background
€. Pregnancy‘
7. Anxieties created by the assunption of an excessive

n;mber of responsibilities
8. Impending marriage
9. Temporary reversion to drugs
10. Lack of intevest in studies

11. Transportation from job

l{J}:‘ . : | : 15
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The investigators relied upon House persunnél and the OVR counselor
for aid in the resolution of many of the problems, which had to be treated
at all times with recognition of the ﬁherapevtic demands, It wae under-
stood that while the educational program was considered s paii of the
House program, different needs often took priority. It was appreciated,
however, that constant attention to problems would e:hance the operation
of the program.

The final grades received by the residents are reflected below in
fable 4,

TABLE &

INDIVIDUAL SCHOLASTIC PERFORMANCF OF THE 17 TOPIC HOUSE RZSLDENTS
ATTENDING NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLAGE - FALL 1969 SEMESTER

Courses Taken
Resident ID No. Aj’jitle Number Grade*
1 Sociology 1 1 B
2 Data Processing (Intro.) 1 B
14 Businegs Organization ant
. Management 1 NP
27 Sociology 1 i F
34 Psychology 1 1 C
37 Psychology I 1 B
43 Psychology 1 1 D4
&4 Sociology 1 1 <
46 | Creative Writing 2 A
' Business Law I WP
48 English 1 1 A
50 Effective Speaking 2 WF
Sociology 1 WP
56 Sociology 1 1 WP
H5 Effective Speaking 1 B
68 Marketing 1 wp
69 Cffective Speaking 1 C
76 Psychology 1 2 C+
Erglish 1 C+
71 Effective Speaking 1 C
17 20 -

* Complete explanaticn of grading system - refer to Appendix A
ID ¢ 1-75 = initial group at Topic House
76- » new vesidents at Topic House -

ERIC - 6
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A review of the final transcripts indicated that 13 residents had
persisted as students; two of these received grades of "incomplete' that
eventuelly became an F and B, Eleven of the persisting residents were
from the 1n1;£al group of 75; eight males and three females. Both male
students froﬁ the new resgdent group completed>at least one of the courses
attempted. |

Eleven of the persisting students attempted a single course load;
ten earncd passing marks. The one student who failed had a record of
excessive altsences.

iwo persistors had been taking two courses eazch: one completed and

passed both; the other comnleted and passed one, withdrawing from the

second.

At the end of the Eemester, the instructors werec asked to comment
about the residents’ Pe;formances. The reactions (Table 5) fell into four
general categories; multiple coﬁmenfs concerning an individaul student
were possible.

Catcgories 1 and 11 indicate that 14 of the 1# residents impressed
their instructors with positive characteristics. An analysis of these 14
inqividuﬁlé' peffnrmancés revealed that ten of thegkreceived passing g-ades,
The two remaining students who achieved passing grades received only
comments included in Categories 111 and 1V,

Comments regarding all fivenonpassing (failure or withdrawal) students
are registcred in'Categorien II1 and IVs Four of these fiveresidents

also received favorable comments as reflected by the count in Category I.

o7
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TABLE 5

-

e

INSTRUCTORS' COMMENTS ABOUT THE 17 'fOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS
ATTENDING NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE

FALL 1969 SEMESTER

CATEGORY

COMMENTS

NUMBER OF
RESIDENTS

11

111

v

Positive

Attentive
Participates
Serious

Well Motivated

Fine Student
Intelligent
Mature
Potential

No comments

- o & = ¢

Negative

Deficiencies in Reading and
Understanding of Corncepts

Deficiencies in Verbal and
.Written Expression

Did not complete work
Excessive absences
Inattentive-rarely took noces
Lack of interest

Rejected help

Behavior characteristics displayed by the resident while in the

program were evaluated by the fnvestigators based on observations made

during the individual sessions held with each resident.

The comments are

grouped into three general categories in Tabl: 6; multiple comments about

each resident were possible.

18
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TABLE 6

INVESTIGATORS' COMMENTS ABOUT THE 17 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS ATTENDING
NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE - FALL 1969 SEMESTER.

CATECGRY COMMENTS NUMBER OF
L RESIDENTS
1 Positive
Motivated
Secs Need for Education for Career ]
Serious

Willing to Work Hard

11 Articulate
Intelligent
Potential 7
Shows Insight « Mature

111 Negative

Does Not Act Upnn Offers of Help

Insecure ~ Fear of Failure

Insufficiently Motivated 9

Unreliable ’

Fifteen of the 17 residents were idertified with positive character-
istics; seven of these also revealed additional characteristics of insecurity
and improper mogivation (Category 111). Two residents were identified as
diSplaying only negative characteristics snd are included in Category I17.

Near the completion of the semester, the investigatore and the OVR
counselor again interviewed the 17 residents to determine their tentative
plans after completion of the Fall 1969 sem26ter. This procedure was )
undertgken to prepare the groundwork for further programming, Recommendations
were made by and in conjunction with the Director of Treatment and the
House Director; final decisions concerning future educational involvement

vere made.
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One of thé residents heﬂ withdrawn from the college without explana-
‘tion. His status as a OVR cliént chenged as a result of the withdrawal;
he agréed to-pay future college costs himse'f. Two residents who were
recommended for reevaluation felt unsure of their dircction tut did not
want to‘continue at the college.

Th; 1970 plans of this first group of 17 vesidents involved in the
educational program are listed in Table 7, Ten of those who had completed
the first semester plus two who had withdrawn reenrolled in the College
for the Spring 1970 scmester, Of particular interest was the number of
enrollments in preparatory courses. The 8ix residents who sélected these
courses recognized certain academic deficiencies in themselves as a result
:°f théir previous semester's experience and, in counseling sessions, decided
upen the basic courses.

TABLL 7

THE JAKUARY 1970 PLANS OF THE 17 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS WHO
ATTENDED NASSAU COMMUWITY COLLEGE DURING FALL 1969 SEMESTER

PLAH NUMBER OF RESIDENTS

1. - Continued enrollment at Nassau Community
College for Spring 1970 semester:

a. Under OVR auspices 11
b. At own expense 1

2. Recvaluation of educational program
involvement 3

3. Elimination from Program:

a. Marriage 1
b. No longer intercsted 1
TOTAL 17 o

Q (30
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The three residents who asked for reevoluation felt that en educational
medium other than an academic institution might better serve their purposes,
The DVR counselor made plans for further investigatipn of available facili-
ties to meet these nceds, -

The investigators used the same procedure for dealing with thase who
continued at the College for the Spring 1970 scmester as they had during
the Fall 1969 semester. Modifications were made to account for the resi-
dents' status as second-semc:ster students. |

The individual scholastic performances at the completion of the Spring
1970 semester (Table B) show that six students completed the semester; five

earned passing grades in at least one course,

TABLE 8
INDIVIDUAL SCHOLASTIC PERFORMANCE OF 12 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS
(FRMM THS FIRST GROUP OF 17 RESIDENIS) AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE
SPRING 1970 SEMESTER
COURSES TAKEN
LrsESIDEhI' .
ID_No, - TITLE NUMBER GRADE;

1 Preparatory Reading WP
Preparatory Math 2 LV
2 Afro-American History - WP
Math 1 (Concepts) 2 WP
27 . Preparatory Reading 1 WP
37 Effective Speaking 1 NP
43 Preparatory Reading 1 WP
44 . ' Intermediate Drawing 1 B+
46 Western Civilization I ‘ 1 C+

48 Psychology 1 2 B

Western Civilization 1 °B

SO Psycholcgy 11 2 B
English 1 B
56 Preparatory Reading 1 Wp
69 Business Organization and Management 1 WP

76 Preparatory English S
Math II (Statistics) 3 we

S Psycholopy 11 B

12 18 -

* Complete explanation of grading system - refer to Appendix A
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Four students enrolled for two courses each: one withdrew from both
classes; another withdrew from onc and earned‘s "U" in the second; the
remaining two students passed both courses attempted. One student enrolled
in three classes; passing two and withdrawing from one. Of the scven
students who enrolled for a singlé course, only two completed and passed
the courses.

Comments from instructors and thc investigators were not gathered on
this group during the Spring 1970 semester.

Five residents from this flrst group to be involved in an educational
program did not reenroll in the College during the Spring 1970 semester,
They were, however, interviewed by the investigators during that period.
One girl was preparing for her impending marriasge but indicated a desire to

‘resume college studies in the fall, Another resident, who had completed

(pasaing) the first semester and then had ruled out a colluge program,

" asked for reconsideration for fall enrollment. A third resident expressed

interest in long-Jistance driver training and initiated appropriate dis-
cussions with the OVR counselor. The remaining two residents continued

therapy without involvement in the educational program.

During the Spring 1970 semester, the investigators arranged preenrollments
in the College for both Summer and Fal! 1970 sessions. One student enrolled

for the summer (refer to Table 9) and fall, ten other students preenrolled
for the fall,

TABLE 9
INDIVIDUAL SCHOLASTIC PERFORMANCE OF ONE TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENT
(FROM THE FIRST GROUP OF 17 RESIDENTS) AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE
SUMMER* 1970
RESIDENT COURSLS TAKEN
1D _NO. TITLE NUMBER. GRADEX*
50 General Biology I B
General Biology 11 4 C+
Concepts of Mathematics D+
Effective Speaking A
1 b

¥ jummer - two sessions
*% Complete explanation of grading system - refer to Appendix A
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The subject areas in which the 11 residents preenrolled for the Fall
1970 semester vary greatly (Tgble 10). Tha 17 different courses indicate
a wide range of interests. Particular attention should be paid to the
emphasis on the courses, Effective Speaking, Preparatory English, and Prep-
aratory Reading and Composition. They are indicative of the group's con-
tinuing concern with comnunication needs.

TABLE 10

COURSES IN WHICH 12 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS (FROM THE FIRST GROUP
OF 17 RESIDENTS) PREENROLLED AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE
FFALL 1970 SEMESTER

RESIDENT 1D NO. TITLE NUMBER
1 Effective Speaking 2
Sociology 1
27 Sociology 1 ‘ 1
34 Preparatory Engiish 2
Preparatory Reading
43 Elementary Painting 1
44 _ Intermediate Painting 1
46 Principles of Accounting 1 2
Western Civilization II
; 48 Composition 11
American History 1 3
Psychology 11
- 50 * Composition II
Afro-American History
Abnormal Psychology 5

Muaic Apprectaticn
Soctology 1

65 Western Civilization 1 1
69 Business Organization and Management 1
76 Principles of Science I _ 1
11 ‘ 20

m— -~

ﬁ Studvnt attained matriculated status - attempting full-time program,
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Of the first group (17) who started in the educational program by
attending Nassau Community Coliege in September 969, eleven are preencciled
for the Fall 1970 semester. Nine nembers ofithis group have enrolled for
all three regular semesters (eumﬁer not considered a regular semester).

The six remaining members of this first experimental group were
traced. It was revealed that: one is working in the Topic House thera-
pecutic program; two are working in therapeutic communities outside Nassau

County; one is still in therapy at Topic House; one has completed the House

program and is gainfully =mployed; and one ”split“q in the Spring and is

thought to have reverted to drug abuse.

q"split” - people who were in Topic House at one tim 'luntarily
before completion of therapeutic program--:. without any

notification to House administrators.

O
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TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS WHO ENROLLED FOR THE FIRST TIME AT NASSAU
CCAMUNITY COLLEGE IN THE SPRING 1970 SEMESTER-THE SZCOND EDUCATIONAL GROUP
During the fall and winter of 1969, the investigators and the QVR
counselor reinterviewed Topic House residents who had been amcng the initial

groug of 75, but who .ere not yet involved in the educational program.
They also spoke with residents who Ead joined the House subsequent to the
75. Several of these had been interviewed in August, 1969, Out of those
interviews came recommendations for spring 1970 part-time enrollments at
Nassau Community College for a second group of 23 residents, Table 11
liste profile data for these residents, fourteen of whom were part of the
group of 75,
TABLE 11
PROFILE DATA OF 23 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS

ENROLLED AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE
SPRING 1970 SEMESTER )

Number of
Variable _Residents

AGE: ‘ .

18-22 14 (4)

23-27 7 (3)

Over 27 2 (2)
SEX: .

Male 18 (8)

Female 5(1h)
VETERAN STATUS:

Veteran 2(2)

Nonveteran 21 (7)
MARITAL STATUS:

Single 21 (9)

Married 2 (0)
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA: \

General Equivalency 8 (5)

Regular 15 (4)
0TIS 1.Q.

Mean 109

Median 108

T}:« * () = new restdents not part of inftial 75,
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The 23 residwnts were interviewed on two seperate occastions (Table 12)
regarding their expressed vocational goals, Two residents who expressed
uncertainty at the first Interview identified a goal at tt. (:cond one.

It is interesting to note that the sécond group of r;sidents had a wider

range of gosls than the first group (see Table 2). >

TABLE 12

VOCATIONAL GOALS OF THE 23 TO21C HOUSE RESIDEwTY
ENROLLED AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE
FOR_SPRING 1970 SEMESTER

! -] _Number of Residents
Goals ' Initial VR
Interview | Interview
3/69-8/69 |10/69-12/69
art 2 1
Business . ' 4 3
Cooking 1 1
Drug Addiction Treatment 4 7
Engineering ) 1 1
Journalism 1 1
Music 1 1
Theatre 1 1
Veteiinary Medicine 0 1
Uncertain ] o 8 6

This group of residents was given a treatment which the first group
of 17 was not exposed to, In an effort to determine their reading, English
#nd mathematics abilities, 20 of the 23 residznts in this group were given
the Princeton Cooperative English and Math tests by the Chairman of the
Nasseu Community College Réading Department. The missing threc residents

O
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wcre unsvailable for testing due to schedule conflicte, Appendix B
contains the mid-percentile rahkings for the students in each category
as measured against national norms.

4s might be expected. the range in each category'was extensivé. The
residents' abilities ranged from a greet notential for colleée étudy
to those who were seriously deficignt. The group's rankings against the
national norms were poor, the lonn~exception being in the arithmet{e area.

The tests were used to adviﬂe the students about course selectior~.
In those cases where serious deficiencies were shown, every effort was
made to enroll the residents in preparatory or fundamental communications
and mathematics courses.

The investigators followed th~ same registré..on proctdures for this
group as with the earlier one., Profiting from the development of func-
tional relationships with pertinent personnel at the College, and also
from prozedural errors, mainly clerical, the investigators were able to
effect enrollments with greater efficiency and ease, More effective
liaison between the bollege an& OVR was also a consequence of the
procedural improvements.

The variety of subjects for wﬁich the 23 residents enroll. was
consistent with their expressed vocational goals (refer to Table 12).
Many of the courses, however, could be viewed as exploratory in n;ture.

Fifteen of the 23 residents persisted until the end of the semester;
only one received a failing grade. Ten of the persistors attempted a

single course and were successful. Four students attempted a two course

load; only one passed both courses; another passed one and has an 1ncomp1ete4

in the second; the third withdrew from one and passed the second; the ro-

waining student failed one and withdrew from the second., The resident who

enrolled in three courses was successful in all of them.

ERIC 2
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TABLE 13

.

INDIVIDUAL SCHOLASTIC PERFORMANCE OF THE 23 TOPIC HOUSL RESIDENTS
ATTENDING NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE (SECOND EDUCATIONAL GROUP)
— SPRING 1970 SEMESTER
COURSES TAKEN
RESIDENT 1D NQ. TITLE NUMBER GRADE*
3 ‘ Philosophy 1 1 NP
5 Preparatory Reading NP
Introduction to Music Literature wp
7 English I 2 F
Art Appreciation NP
10 Introduction to Data Processing B+
Introduction to Data Processing 2
Programming NP
11 Marketing 1 WP
26 Introduction to Data Processing 1 c
31 English 1 1 WP
32 Effective Speeking 1 3
51 Marketing 1 C+
58 Preparatory Reading 1 S
60 Preparatory Reading 1 NP
61 Psychology 1 WP
Developmental Reading 2 wP
63 Preparatory Reading NP
Preparatory Mathematics 2 NP
71 Marketing 1 B
78 Psychology I 1 C+
79 Effective Speaking 1 B
80 Effective Speaking 1 C+
81 Art Appreciation 1 S
82 ** Principles of Science 11 B
Elements of Music 11 3 c+
Chorus B+
83 Introduction to Theatre A
Acting I 2 A
84 Marketing 1 B
85 Effective Speaking 1 NP
86 English 1 lne
Introduction to Theatre 2 A
23 32

* Complete explanation of grading system - refer to Appendix A

** Resident completedrequirements - graduated

O
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It 1s interesting to note that eight out of the nine residents who

were new to the Topic House community completed the semester whereas only

seven out of the fourtcen residents from the initial group of 75 completed {t.

As with the first educational group, the instructors werc asked to com-

ment about student performances (Table 14).

Positive characteristics were

displayed by 18 of the 23 students and are listed in Categories 1 and 11,

An analysis of thesc 18 residents' scholastic performances revealed that 14

of them earned passing grades.

of 75; six had passing narks.

TABLE 14

INSTRUCTORS' COMMENTS ABOUT THE 23 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS
ATTENDING NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE - SPRING 1970 SEMESTER

CATEGORY

COMMENTS

NUMBER OF
RESIDENTS

1

11

v

Positive

Attentive
Participates
Serious

Well Motivated

Fine Student
Intelligent
Mature
Potential

Negative

Deficiencies in Reading and
Understanding of Concepts

Deficiencies in Verbal and
Written Expression

Did not complete work
Excessive absences
Inattentive--rarely took notes
Lack of interest

Rejected help

12

--------

10

O
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The investigators, as they had with the first group, evaluated the

personal behavicr characteristics of the 23 residents (Table 15). Sixteen

of the residente were considered to have displayed pcsative characteristics;
five of whom also revealed additional characteristicrs of insccurity and
improper motivation (Category II1I), Fourteen of the 16 earncd passing

-grades, Seven residents reflected enly negacive characteristics.

TABLE 15

I! VESTLGATORS' COMMENTS ABOU1 THE 23 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS
ATTENDING NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE
SPRING 1970 SWM4ESTER

NUMBER OF
__CATEGORY COMMENT S RESIDENTS
1 Positive
Motivated .
Sees Need for Education for Career 10
Serious

Will¢ng to Work Rard
11 Articuiate
Intelligent 6
Potential

Shows insight - mature

---------------

117 Negative :

Does not act upcon offers for help
Inscure - feay of failure 12
Iusufficiently motivated
Unreliable

The instructor:c’ and the invastigators comments were in agrecment

in a great number of cases, Favorable comments were given by both to

eight individuals from the new resident group and to six individuals

from the initial 75,

O
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During the Spring 1970 semester arrangements were made for preenroll~

ments in the College for both the Summer 197C and Fall 1970 sessions.

Six of the 23 residents enrolled for the summer.

TABLE 16

INDIVIDUAL SCHOLASTIC PERFORMANCES OF TRE S1X TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS
(FROM SECOND EDUCATION GROUP OF 23) ATTENDING NASSAU
COMMUNITY COLLEGE - SUMMER 1970 SESSION**

COURSES TAKEN

RESIDENT 1D NO. TITLE NUMBER GRAD?Z *
3 Philosophy 1 1 WP
31 Music Appreciation 1 C+
79 Composition 1 1 F
81 Basic Painting A
Fundsmentals of Drawing 4 A
Three-dimensional Design B
Ceramics B+
83 Psychology 1 1 B+
84 Composition 1 WP
Ef{ective Speaking 2 wP
6 10

* Conplete explanation of grading system - refer to Appendix A

**  Two sassions

It 1s interesting to note that the student who completed the first

summer sessicn and earned a failing grade split from the House. One

student who withdrew (passing) liad withdrawn from the same course during

the Spring semester,

Three of the six students earned passing grades.

Fourteen residents preregistered in the Spring for the Fall 1970

semester (one of whom split during the summer), The courses in which these

students enrolled remained (Table 17) consistent with their interesc in

specific vocational areas as well as in exploratory and tiberal arts

programs,

" ERIC
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. TABLE 17

COUKSES FPREREGISTERED IN BY THE 14 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS
(FROM SECOND ENUCATION GROUP OF 23) AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE
FALL 1970 SEMESTER
COURSE YITLE

Print Making Effective Speaking
Intermediate Painting
Fashion and Costume Design Western Civilization 1
Composition I ' Music Appreciation
Creative Writing Piano
Introduction to Dezta Processing Psychology 1
Introduction to Computers Psychology I1
Computer Programming I .
Business Organization and Management * Developmental Reading
Salesmanship
Advertising and Sales Promotfon Acting 1
Principles of Retailing Acting 11

' Experimental Theatre 1 J

As of Aurust 1970, 14 of the 23 residents expressed their intention
of continuing education at Nassau. The nine remaining residents are
engaged in the following: two are working as aides in drug treatment
centers outside Nassau County; one holds a full-time job and is no longar
at the House; one split from the House during the summer; onmc is pregnant;
onc graduated from the College and ! - employed by the Nassau County Drug
Abuse and Addiction Commission; two are still in therapy; and one reverted
to drugs and is untraccable,

There is still fall registration available for those in therapy
but who have not expressed a further intcrest in education at this time.
There is also the possibility of other vocational training programs becoming
available in the future that may interest or meet the needs of these

particular resfdents. Contact with them will be maintained.

O
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TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS WHO ENROLLED FOR THE FIRST TIME AT NASSAU COMMUNITY
COLLEGE IN THE SUMMER 1970 SESSION-THE THIRD EDUCATIONAL GROUP
During the Spring 1970 semester, the investigatqrs and the QVR
counselor interviewed Topic House residents‘who had not been interviewed
previously, or had been interviewed but had not been involved in the
educationAl program, Table 18 lists profile data for the 13 resf‘dents who

enrolled for the Summer 1970 Session at Nassau Community College,

TABLLE 18

PROFILE DATA OF THE 13 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS
ENROLLED FOR THE FIRST TIME AT NASSAU COMMUNITY
COLLEGE-SUMMER 1970 SESSION

Number of

Variable Residents
AGE$ *

18«22 1 (5

23-27 (5)

Over 27 : (2)
SEX:

Male 1 (11)

Female (1)
VETERAN STATUS:

Veteran (2)

Nonveteran 1 (10)
MARITAL STATUS: ,

Single 1 (10)

Married (2)
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA:

General Equivalency (5)

Regular 1 (7)
OTIS 1.Q,

Mean 103

- Median 104,5

* () = new residents not part of initial 75,
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The vocational goals of the 13 residents az expresscd to the UVR
counseler and the investigators in April 1970 gre listed in Table 19,
Only one resident in this particular group was a member of the initial
group of 75, Therefore, there was no time lag between the investigators'

interview and that of the OVR counselor as reported for the two previous

educational groups,

TABLE 19

VOCATIONAL GOALS OF THE 13 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS
ENROLLED AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE
FOR_SUMMER 1970 SESSION

Number of

Goals Residents
Art 1
Business 4
Drug Addiction Treatment 5
Music 1
Scciology 1
Zoology 1

The range of fnterestgof these 13 was comparable to those of the
group that entered in the Spring 1970 semester, (refer to Table 12) but were
wider than those of the earliest group (refer to Table 2).

The first educational group (Scptember 1969) contained the largest
number of residents with goals in the drug addiction treatment area. As
later groups entered the educational program, their range of {nterest sccmed
to cxpénd with a decrease in this particular goal.

The courses for which the 13 summer students enrolled are listed

together with their grades in Table 20,

. 34
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TABLE 20

INDIVIDUAL SCHOLASTIC PERFORMANCE OF THE 13 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS
ATTENDING NASSAU COMMUNITY CCGLLEGE - SUMMER 1970 SESSION

Courses Taken
Resident ID No. Title Number Grade*
16 Music Appreication 2 C
Western Civilization 1 ) C+
87 Art Appreciation 2 NP
Composition 1 NP
88 Psychology 1 1 WP
89 Principles of Science 1 1 D
90 Child Development 2 C
Biology 1 B
92 Effective Speaking 2 B
Developmental Reading WP
93 Psychology 1 1 WP
94 Basic Painting 1 B
95 Psychology 1 1 A
96 Psychology 1 1 WP
97 Principles of Accounting 1 1 WP
98 Effective Speaking 1 A
109 Introduction to Data Processing 1 D
13 17 -

* Complete explanation of grading system - refer to Appendix A
1D # 1-75 = initial group at Topic House .
76- = new residents at Topic House

I

Only one of these summer students was from the initial group of /5.

He completed and passed both courses attempted. Seven of the twelve new
Topic Hou;e residents completed and pissed at least one of their summer
coursce, Two of these had attempted a two course load; one passed both,

" the other withdrew from one and pe<:ed the other. .

Comments from the instructors ari the investigators were not gathered

during thie session duc to the compact summer schedule.

S5ix of these 13 residents preenrolled for the Fall 1970 semecster.

Q -
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TABLE 21

COURSES PREREGISTERED IN BY THE S1X TOPIC HO. % RESIDENTS
(FROM THIRD EDUCATION GROUP OF 13)
AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE - FALL 1970 SEMESTER

Course Title

Advertising and Sales Promotion

Composition 1
Preparatory English

Concepts ot Mathematics
Developmental Reading

Effective Speaking

Introduction to Data Processing
Psychology 1

Sociology 1

Western Civilization 1

It should Ue pointed out that registration for.the Fall 1970 semester

is still possible for this group, and there is every likelihood that
' additional courses will be addeds The investigators and the CVR counselor
expect to work w;th a newly designated County Drug Commission counselor in

expediting further enrollments,

El{l\C 36
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TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS WHO ENROLLED FOR THE FIRST TIME AT
~ NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE IN THE FALL 1970 SEMESTER
THE FOURTH EDUCATIONAL GROUP

Prereyistration was held during the Spring for students planning to
start college work in thez Fall 1970 semester. All Topic House residents
vere once again screen~d. Ten residents who had not previously gone to
scinool preenrolled for the Fall. Three of this fourth educational group
were from the initial group of 75.

TABLE 22

PROF1LE DATA*OF THE TEN TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS ENROLLED FOR THE FIRST TIME
AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE - FALL 1970 SEMESTER

VARIABLE NUMBER OF RESIDENTS
AGE:

14-22 8

23-27 .. , ) 1

Over 27 . 1
SEX:

Male 6

Female 4

VETERAN STATUS:
VYeteran
Nonveteran 9

-

MARITAL STATUS:

Single 9

Married ] 1
H1GH SCHOOL DIPLOMA:

Gencral Equivalency Co 3

Regular 7

* 1Q's unavailable.

e
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The vocational goals of these ten are not too differcent than those of
the previous group (Table 23). . It should be remembered that this group has
only expressed the intention of pursuing a college education. This demon-
scration, by enroilment, is taking place several months prior to the actual -
event. - Change of plans and desires uéually occurs with any group of students,

but is to be anticipated especially with this unique group of potential students.

TABLE 23
VOCATIONAL GOALS OF THE TEN TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENIS
ENROLLED AT NASSAU COMMUNITY CCLLEGE FOR FALLT 1970 SEMESTER
GOALS ) NUMBER OF RESIDENTS |
Art 1
Business 1
Drug Addiction Treatman: 1
Saclal Work 2
Sociology 1
Theatre 1
Uncertain o 3

A listing of the courses in which interest was demonstrated are given

in Table 24,
TABLE 24

COURSES PREREGISTERED IN BY THE TEN TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS
(FROM FOURTH EDUCATION GROUP) AT NASSAYU COMMUNITY COLLEGE
FALL 1970 SEMESTFR

COURSE TITLE

Preparatory English
Effective Speaking
Developmental Reading
Psychology 1

Sociology i

Principlas of Accounting 1
Composition I

Salesmanship

Introduction to Theatre B

Since the data reported is concerned with prercgistration, the ten
residents should not be considered as the sum total of the fourth <duca-
tional group. Fell registratfon may produce an incrcase, decrease in

numter and possible alteration of the group's janiile,

34 -
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COMPARATIVE PROFILE DATA OF THE THREE GROUPS OF TORIC HOUSE

RESIDENTS WHO ENTERFD NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE AT DIFFERENS{ TIMESl

The data in Table 25 shows how the resident student groups compared
with each other. Group I had a iarger percent of people in the 23-27 year
old catcgory than either of Lhe other groups. This‘group also had the
highest percent of veterans and marriecd students, possibly due to the older
age factor.

A total of €3 residents from Topic House have participated in the
educational program by enrolling at Nassau Community Cotlege (Table 26).
Eleven of the first group of 17, 14 of the second group of 23, six of
the third group of 13, and ten residents new to the eduéational program
have enrolled for the Fall 1970 semester. Thirty-three residents from the
initial group of 75, plus one who‘no longer lives at the House, vere
participants. Twenty-three of these students have preenrolled for the
Fall term. |

Thirty-four individuals from the 53 who have actually attended class
have been successful (earned at least one paséing grade) in their educa-
tional endeavor. -

1t is too early in the program to measure other benefits that the
residents, scholastically successful or unsuccessful, have gained from

their involvement in the educational program.

Irall 1969, Spring 1970, Summer 1970

1 4.
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TABLE 25

COMPARATIVE PROFILE DATA OF THE THREE GROUPS OF TOPIC HOUSE
RESIDENTS WHO ENTERED NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE AT DIFFERE&IVTIMES x

GROUP 1 GROUP II GROUP III
[ENTERED FALL ENTERED SPRING| ENTERED SUMMEK | COMPOSITE
1969 1970 1970

YARIABLE (17 RESIDENTS) | (23 RESIDENTS) [ (13 RESIDENTS) | (53 RESIDENTS)
AGE: (Yrs)

18-22 7 4 14 (61) 6 (46) 27 (O

23-27 10 (59) 7 (30) 5 (38) 22 (42

27+ 0 2 (9) 2 Gig) 4 8
SEX:

Male 14 (82) 18 (78) 12 (92) 43 (83)

Female 3 (18) 5 _(22) i ( 8) 9 An
VETERAN

STATUS:

Yes 5 (30) 2 (9 2 15) 9 (17)

No 12 (70) 21 (91) 11 (85) 44 (83)
MARITAL

STATUS:

Single 7 (59) 21 (91) 11 (85) 39 (74
Married 10 _ (41 2 (9 2_(1s) 14 (26)
HIGH SCHOOL

DIPLOMA:

Gen. Equiv.] 5 (30) 8 (35) 5 (38) 18 (34)

Regular 12 (70) 15 (65) 8 (62) 35 (66)
OTIS 1Q **

Mean 106.,6 109 103 106. 2
| Median 109 108 104.5 107.1

*  Fall 1969, Spring 1970, Summer 1970
( ) Percent of particular group

*%

Actual scores




TABLE 26

COMPARATIVE ENROLLMENT, COMPLETION, AND ACRIEVEMENT DATA
OF THE GROUPS OF TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS WHO ENTERED NASSAU
COMMUNITY COLLEGE AT DIFFERENT TIMES**
FALL 1969 SPRING 1970 |SUMMER 1970 FALL 1970
# Residents # Residents |# Residents{ # Residents
TIME OF '
a 5] % a E *1 A g " a E *
ENTRANCE | Elal 3|8 al3l8al3| 8 q
3 & (7] o) Al vl &l & vl & [ )
= &l 21 2| &5(2/2/&8(2 2| 5| 2
[ (o] Ay td Ol a| | C| &1 O A
GROUP I 17 | 13 | 12
Entered Fall (15){ (11)] (10)
1969 12 615
(11)[ (5)] (&)
1 1 1
(1) 1)
11
(10) - -
23 15 |14
"IGROUP 11 (14)! ()] (6)
Entered Spring 6|43
1970 (21 (1) (1)
14
(9) - -
’ 13 8 8
GROUP III W]y
Entered Surmer 6
1970 0) - -
GROUP 1V 10
Enrolled for 3) - -
Fall 1970
Total Semester 17 35 20 41
Envollment (15 (25 (4) (22)

* Passed - earncd passing grade ip at least one course
( ) Number from {nitial group of 75 rcsidents

** Fa.l 1969, Spring 1970, Summer 1970

Q 41
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OPERATION OUTREACH: OUT~PATIENT GROUP

During the latter part of 1969, the inve;tigators interviewved ex-
addicts who were under treatment at the Drug Commission's out-patient group
center. Topic House coordinators working with out-patients were orientea
by the investigators concerning the program, It was E;It that the coordi-
nators could eliminate from consideration those who were neither serious

about nor prepared for educational involvement. Care was taken, however,

by the Director of Treatment to assure equitable and proper counseling of

out-~patients., They were to be apprised of the opportunities for training,

but they were to be accepted for interviews on a voluntary basis only.

TABLE 27

PROFILE DATA OF SI1X EX-DRUG ADDICTS IN NASSAU COUNTY'S OUT-PATIENT
CENTERS INTERVIEWED FOR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS, FALL 1969

VARIABLE NUMBER OF RESIDENTS

AGE;

18-22 : s

23-27 e 1

£ 9

SEX:

Male 5

Female 1

VETERAN STATUS:
Veteran 2
Nonveteran 4

MARITAL STATUS:

Single 5

Married . 1
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA:

Regular ' 5

General Equivalency 0

None 1
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The number of ou -patients to be involved in the educational program
was limited by agreement betweeﬁ the investigators and OVR, Interview
appointments were made with 18 pat: 'nts, of whom only eight appeared.

Six of these eight enrolled in the educaticnal program. Table 27 lists
profile data for the group, but 1Q scores were not available for listing.
The out;patient profile was very much like the groups described previously,

and it should be noted that almost all were in the 18~22 age>category.

TABLE 28

JoBS HELD BY SIX EX-DRUG ADDICTS TREATED AT NASSAU COUNTY'S
OUT~PATIENT GROUPS CENTER--NOVEMBER 1969 & PRIOR

TYPE OF JOB NUMBER OF QUT-PATIENTS

JOBS HELD AT NOVEMBER 1969:

» Salesperson &
Stock Clerk 1
Tire Mounter 1

JOBS* HELD PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 1969:

Floor Waxer
Forklift Driver
Laborer
Mailman M
Salesperson
Warchouseman
None

[ S =

... ¥ Multiple response possible

Table 28 shows the jobs held by the group at two dates: November 1969,
at the time of the interview, and prior to November 1969. Though the
prior-to-Novembc}'l969 pbsigiééslcovered a variety of arcas, the November
1969 jobs were concentrated in the selling ffeld. It should be pointed out

that despite a history of drug addiction, all six out-patients were employed

Q the time of f{ntevview,

ERIC ; .
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The vocational and profess;onal goals of the six people are listed in
Table 29 ., The range]of goals war considcrab;é, although the largest number
(3) who indicéted & preference in retailing reflecfed this goal in ﬁhe jobs
they held when interviewed.

TABLE 29

VOCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL GOALS OF S1X EX-ADDICTS IN NASSAU
COUNTY'S OUT~PATIENT GROUPS CENTER--FALL 1969

GOAL NUMBER OF OUT-PATIENTS
Electrician 1
Interior Decorator 1
Psychologist 1
Retailer 3
TOTAL 6

Five of the out-patients decided to enroll at Nassau Community College
for the Spring 1970 semester. Of the five, two had previously acéumulated
credits at Nassau Community and/or other colleges. Neither of them, however,
had been enrolled for the past ;ear. Table 30 shows the courses for which

the five out-patients registered and the grades they earned, Two of the

TABLE 30
INDIVIDUAL SCHOLASTIC PERFORMANCES OF THE FIVE TOPIC HOUSE
RESIDENTS (FROM THE OUT-~PATIENT GROUP) ENROLLED AT NASSAU
COMMUNITY COLLEGE--SPRING 1970 SFEMESTER
: COURSES TAKEN
RESIDENT ID NO,¥* TITLE NO. GRADEX*
500 Effective Speaking 1 WP
501 Marketing 1 1 NP
502 Algebra & Trigonometry 1 B+
503 Internediate Spanish 11 INC
Psychology 1 2 B
504 Socfology 1 2 NP
Harketing 1 NP
* 500 . = out-patient group

** Complete explanation of grading system - refer to Appendix A
Q )
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out-patients completed the semester and were successful in at least one
course. One of these five has prercgistered for the Fall 1970 séméster.
The sixth out-patient from this first experimental group enrolled at
The Rehabilitation Institute (TRI) for clerical evaluation and training.
Letters have been sent to these students as well as other qualified
out-patients, reminding th-m of the fall registration dates. As of this

writing, replies have not as yet reached this office.
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EDUCATION AT INSTITUTIONS OTHER THAN NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Of the 77 residents who were involved in sérr;e phase of the educational
program, eight attended institutions other than Nassa.u Community College.
Profile data for the group are listed in Table 31. Its composition was
much like the groups discussed previously, excep-t that a greater percent was

married (37), and it held a greater proportion of regular high school diplomas.

TABLE 31
PROFILE DATA* OF EIGHT EX~-ADDICTS IN THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
ENROLLED AT INSTITUTIONS OTHER THAN NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE
: JANUARY-JUNE 1970
NUMBER OF RESIDENTS

AGE:

18-22 5

23-27 2

Over 27 1
SEX:

Male 6

Female 2
VETERAN STATUS:

Yeteran 1

Nonveteran 7
MARITAL STATUS:

Single S

Marricd 3
H1GH SCHOOL DIPLOMA:

General Equivalency 0

Regular 7

None 1

* 1Q's unavailable

o 56

ERIC “

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



[E

Table 3. contains data relating to tl.c vocational goals of the eight
people, Therc was a greater variety f expressed vocational goals in this

group than in any of the groups that attended Nassau Community College.
i

]

TABLE 32

VOCATIONAL GOALS OF EIGHT EX-ADDICTS IN THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
ENROLLED AT INSTITUTIONS OTHER THAN NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE
NOVFMBER 1969

GOALS NUMBER OF RESIDENTS

Advertising
Busincss

Clerical

Dental Technician
Dra itics
Electronics
Social Worker
Uncertain

Pt et e e e e

O

Table 33 lists the institutions and courses in- which the eighc people .
enrolled. The course selections correlated closely with thei: expressed
vocational objectives. The table also showsthe results of their efforts.
Only onc of the four who attended college passed his courses, The
others withdrew from classes for a variety of reasons ranging from job
conflicts to marriage. One of the people who undertook an cvaluation
program at the rehabilitaticn institution completed it and was gainfully
employed in a related job. The person who enrolled at the private business
school completed the program and was working aé a related job, The dramatics

student intended to contfinue his studies.

5_’,
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PLANNING STUDY GROUP OF INITIAL 75 RESIDENTS

This chapter deals with the initial group of 75 residents involved
in the Phasc 1 planning study. Attention §s directed in this section to
school 1nvolveme$t, split ratus,.recidivism and reentry to the community,
Table 34 indicates what happencd to the residents as of August 1970. The
cétegories consist of educational involvement, completion of "concept,"
and splitting. Each category wae treated scparately.

Thirty-seven residents were involved 16 éome phase of the.educational
prcgram which began in September 1969, One student no longer resided at
the House, but contizued his association with the investigators, OVKR, and
the school. Twenty-eight other residents split or left Topic House befcre
completing their therapy. Approximatel§ 20 of these splits occurred between
the time thelinvestigat6rs first interviewed the residents (early 1969 and

the initintion of the educational program. The remaining nine persons com-

pleted the '"concept" and reentered the community.

TABLE 34

AUGUST 1970 STATUS OF THE INITIAl GROUP OF 75 TOPIC ROUSE RESIDENTS

] PLRCENT OF
CATEGORY NUMBER TOTAL GROUP
A. Involved in some phase of the educational
program 37* 49.3
B. Split ' 30* 37.4
C. Completed the "concept" - left the House -
no educational involvement 9 12.0
** Doceased 1 1.3
TOTAL 75 100%

* Duplication duc to 3 splittees being involved in the educational progran.
** Killed in auto accident.



EDUCATIONAL INYOLVEMENT *

\

The educational institutions attended by the residents are listed in
Table 35, Thirty-four attended Nassau Community Coliege. The remaining
three attended one of the following: a four-year college on Long Island;
a New York school for dramatics; or a vocaticnal rehabilitation institute,
Six of the 34 students who attended Nassau C.mmunity College had earned
their high school equivalency diploma at Topic House. The opportunity to
continue their education beyond the high school diploma cc1ld have served
as motivators to this group.

TABLE 35

EDUCATIONAL INSTITYTIONS ATTENDED BY THE GROUP
‘ OF 75 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS

INSTITUTION NUMBER PERCENT
&
Nassau Community College . 34 91
Fall Semester 1969 15
Spring Semester 1970 14
Summer Session 1970 . 1
Fall Semester 1970 3
Commuter Resident 1
4-Year College on Long lsland 1 3
A School for Dramatics 1 3
A Vocational Rehabilitation Institute
on Long Island 1 3
.. TOTAL 37 100

* Involvement = enrollment in a program.

G.‘ ’ 60
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TABLE 36

CONTINUATION* SCHOOL PATTERNS OF 34 STUDENTS ENROLLED AT NASSAU
COMMUNITY COLLEGE FRCM INITIAL GROUP OF 75 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS
AS OF AUGUST 1970

COMPLETED SEMESITiR]
NUMBER |Fall|Spring|Summcy

CATEGORY g ENROLLED] 1969] 1970 1970
A. Enrolled Fall 1969, Spring 1970, .
Summer 1970, Fall 1970 ) 1 0 1 1
B, Enrolled Fall 1969, Spring 1970,
Summer 1970 0 - - -
C. Enrolied Fall 1969, Spring 1970, Fall 1970 7 7 4 -
D. Enrolled Fall 1969, Spring 1970 3 2 0 -
E. Enrolled Fall 1969, Fall 1970 2 2 - -
F._ Enrolled Fall 1969_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ | (5} 2 __ 1 o |_ ~_]_-_
G. Enrolled Spring 1970, Summer 1970,
Fall 1970 3 - 1 1
H. Enrolled Spring 1970, Summer 1970 o.| . - -
1, Enrolled Spring 1970, Fall 1970 6 - ;) -
[J._ Enrolled Spring 1970_ _ _ _ _ _ ———— #141 SN RIS N T IS
K. Enrolled Summer 1970, Fall 1970 0 - - -
L. Enrolled Summer 1970 (1) 1 - - 1
+ Enrolled Fall 1970 (3) 3 - - -
N. Special student - no longer living
at House (131 1 1 1
TOTAL (34) '
* Continued to enroll at Nassau Community College
() = Number of residents in each of the four educational groups .

The continustion patterns bf those residents who enrolled at Nassau
Comnunity Col[ege are listed in Table 36 (unduplicated count). Twenty out
of a possible 31 residents have chosen to reenroll at Nassau Community
College for the Fall 1970 semester; ten from the f£irst edﬁcational group

and nine from the second group.

ERIC g
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&
The data in Table 37 indicates the regééns given by 11 of the 37
(34 at Nassau, 3 at other schools} students who arc not conlLinuing their

education at this time. Two of those who are working are employed by

therapeutic drug communities in other than Nassau County.

TABLE 37

REASONS FOR NOT CONTINUING SCHOOL AS OF AbGUST 1970
(INITIAL GROUP OF 75)

REASON NUMBER OF RESIDENTS
Working full-time
Job too demanding . 8
Expecting a child ' 1
Split 2
TOTAL 11

- When Phgse 1 (the planning study) began, seven of those residents sub-
sequently involved in the educational program were on the staff of the
Nassau County Drug Abuse and Addiction Commission. This group included
the coordinators, the éoordinator-trainees, and the director., As of the
Summer 1970, seven more residents had progressed to coordinstor or

coordinator-trainee status.
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SPLIT POPULATION

.

A total of 38 residents from the initfal group of 75 were never

involved in the educational program. Twenty-seven of these people split;

the majority of splits occurring prior to the September 1969 commencement

of the educational progranm.

Six members of this split group returned to Topic House before

June 1970. One of the split retivnees, who had split prior to September

1969, had c¢nrolled at Nassau Commuuity College for the summer session and

the Fall 1970 semester.

TABLE 38

STATUS OF "SPLIT POPULATION'" (OF INITIAL
GROUP OF 75 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS)

STATUS

KUMBER OF RESIDENTS

A. Reentered the therapeutic community
B. Back on drugs*

C. Jail

D. Married-working

E. Working

F. Unknown

C. Involved educational program - split after
Septcmber 1969 .

H. Involved educational program - split prior
September 1969

TOTAL

* lnfdrmation gathered from Topic House personnel

O
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As the data indicates, eight residents werc reported to have reverted
to drﬁgs; another nine persons could not be lucated, although attempts were
made to contact them by mail and phone. Crimes related to drug abusc wcere
rep~rted as the offenses for which three ex-residents vere jetled.

Only thrce of the split population were involved in the cducational
program at Nassau Community College. Onc was the split-returnee mcntioncd
previously; another had completed (and passed) the Fall 1969 seme;ter and
started the Spring 1970 semester before leaving therapy; the third had
attended the Spring semester for one month. '

Comparative high school data (Table 39) of the split population and the
initial group of 75 Topic House residepts indicated that a larger percent
of those in the split group had not earned a high school diplome. Almost

half of the split population had no diplome and was, therefore, ineligible

for enrollment at Nassau Community College.

i TABLE 39
COMPARATIVE HIGH SCHOOL DIPLLOMA ACHIEVEMENT OF SPLIT
POPULATION AND INITIAL GROUP OF 75 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS
. TYPE OF DIPLOMA
COMPLETED
AT LEAST
HIGH SCHOOL ONE COLLEGE
GROUPS NONE EQUIVALENCY REGULAR SEMESTER
Split Group - 30 13 (43) 7 (23) 10 (33) 1 (4)
Initial Group -~ 75 24 (32) 14 (19) 37 (49) 9 (12)

() = percent of particular group

64
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Little difference between the groups is indicated for possession of the
high school equivalency diploma. However, it ghould be noted that two of
the seven splittees had studied for and received their high school equiva-

lency diplomas while at Topic House.

CGMPLETED "'CONCEPT"
Before Phase I began, nine people referred to in Table 40 were close
to completing their therapy. By the time this pilot program started

{September 1969), these persons had reentered the community.

TABLE 40

JUNE 1970 STATUS OF EX-TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS WHO COMPLETED '"CONCEPT"
(OF INITIAL GROUP OF 75 RESIDENTS)
NOT INVOLVED IN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

NUMBER OF RESIDENTS

Working 7
Reverted to drugs
(Back at Topic House) 1
Unknown 1
TOTAL 9

Seven of the group were employed: one in drug addiction treatment; one
!

as an assistant photograpﬁer; and five as unskilled laborers, It should be

noted that only one of those who completed 'concept" had earned a regular
high school diploma ard his status is unknown. Eight of those who completed

"concept" were high school dropouts prior to their arrival at Topic House.

)

However. two had earned their high school equivalency diplomas during their

stay at Topic House.
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An sttempt was made during the Summer of 1970 to lcarp the status of

all 75 individuals of the initial group (Table 41). Approximately half of

,

‘the entirc group engaged in programs ranging from vocational tragping to

collegiate course work.

s

TABLE 43

i

SUMMER 1970 -STATUS OF THE INITIAL GROUP OF 75 TOPIC HOUSE RESIGENTS
THOSE INVOLVED IN THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM COMPARED W17H THOSE

NOT INVOLVED IN THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

NUMBER OF RESIDENTE
STATUS EDUCATIONAL - PROGRAM
Involved|Not " Involved
T
Total Number of Residents 37 38
. :‘)’#
Working full time 7 9
2N
Moy
Working and attending schoo; 25 LA
School full time 2 -
Split (3) {27)
Reentered therapy 1 .5
Back on drugs 2 8
Jail - 3
Married-working _ - 1
Working - 1
Unknown - 9 i
£r
Married - 1 d
Deceased - 1
| Residents in therapy only _ _ _ _ ___ | __=-_|._._-______]
TOPIC HOUSE PROGRAM
Completed Concept* 17 9
Completed Concept prior to
September 1969 9 1
- In therapy o 9 6

)

§
.

i

.

* Completed Concept = defined in this study as a period reachked in therapy
when an individual is allowed to hold a job off Topic Housc grounds.
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NEW GROUP OF RESIDENTS TO TOPIC HOUSE SINCE PHASE 1

The 1nveétigators have attempted in the previous section to describe

fn depth the status of thos2 involved in the initial contact group of 75

residents. This section will f{ocus on those ex~addicts who have entered

the residential therapeutic comnunity since the Spring of 1969,

A total of 81 néw people entered the community; 34 were involved in

the educational program (Table 42),

TABLE 42
NEW RESIDENTS INVOLVED IN EDUCATION PROGRAM ,J
TIME OF INVOLVEMENT INSTITUTION _ RggiDggTS
c September 1969 Semester Nassau Community College 2
\ Spring 1970 Semester Nassau Community College . 9
January-June i970 Other iastitutions 4
Summer 1970 Semester Nassau Community College 12
Fall 1970 Semester Nagsau Community College 7 ]
TOTAL 34

A complete description of the initfal group of 7?5 recidents vas given

in the Phase 1 publication mentioned earlier. This nnw group of residents

was at (or entered) Topic House when the educational program was inftiated

in September 1969.
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As with the initial group of 75, data has becn collected concerning all
81 individuals in this group. It is presented below so that thc reader may

compare the group involved in the educational program with those not involved.

TABLE 43

PROFILE DATA OF THE 81 NEW TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENT GROUF:
COMPOSITE AND EDUCATIONAL INVOLVEMENT

NUMBER CF RESIDENTS

VARIABLE COMPOSITE EDUCATIONAL PROGI(/'{
PROFILE Involved Not Inviiwved ]
Total Number of Residents 81 34 47
AGE: .
Under 18 4 0
18-22 37 19 -1
23-27 - 27 10 17
Over 27 13 5 {
SEX: ‘ .
Male 72 32 ¢
Female 9 2 7
VETERAN STATUS:
Veteran 4 4 0
Noniveteran 77 30 47
MARITAL STATUS:
Single 67 26 4]
Married 9 3 6
Other (Divorced, etc.) S S 0]
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA: -
Regular 40 21 19
General Equivalency 19 12 7
None 22 1 21
COLLEGE AT SOME TIME 6 4 2
3
;
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The most predominant age range of the educationally involved was from
18 to 22 years. The majority of those not 1nvoi;ed were over 22 years of age.

There was a great disparity between the two groups with regard to high
school diplomas. Only one of thase involved in the educational program had
not earned a diploma; 21 of the 47 not involved wére without either a Reg-
ular or General Equivalcncy Diploma.

A successful educational experience was achieved by 16 of the 25 new
residents who have attended scihool. Fifteen of the 21 whé under-
took courses at Nassau Commu?ity College and one of the four who enrolled in
other institutions earned passing grades.

At least 14 of the 25 reéidentg exposed to education have enroiled for
two or more semesters; another student completed his course work and was
graduated from Nassau Community.College in June.

Twelve of the 20 (21 minus graduate) who 1 1ve attempted courses at

Nassau a,e preenrolled for the Fall 197U semester.
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Of the new group of 81 residents, 25 who split were not involvgd in

the educational program (Table 44). A similar situation prevailed with

regard to jail. While no one in the educationally involved group was in

prison, threc of those not involved were incarcerated.

TABLE 44

SUMMER 1970 STATUS OF THE NEW GROUP OF 81 TOPIC HOUSE RLSIDENTS
THOSE INVOLVED IN THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM COMPAKED WITH THOSE
NOT INVOLVED 1IN THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

'STATUS

NUMBER OF RESIDENTS
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

14
B

Jor R,

invelved | Not Involved

Total Number of Residents 34 47

Working full time 19 5

Working and attending school 15

School full time -

]

Split (0) (25)
Reentered therapy - 5
Back on drugs - 2
Jail . 3
Married-working -
Working - -
Unknown - 15

Married ; - -

Deceased - -

| Residents tn therapy only _ ______ | 1w

TOPIC HOUSE PROGRAM
Completed Concept* 14 5

" Completed Concept prior to
September 1969 4 0]
In therapy 16 15
Completed Concept-returned additional
therapy : . 0 2

* Completed Concept = defiﬁed in this study as a period rcached in therapy
when an {ndividual is allowed to hold a job off Topic House grounds,

LI
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The reader is again cautioned that it 1s much too carly to draw
definite conclusions from the limited data gathered‘thus far. Th2 investi=-
gators are aware of the possibility that the educational component may not
be the agent producing the réduced split rate in the'grouP involved in the
education program. The same people attracted to edu;ation may have been
attracted to remaining in the Eherapy program, The reverse may also be true.

The value of keeping data regarding this new group of residents
separate from the initial group of 75 lies in the fact that each had the
spportunity to become involved with an educational or training program

from the onset of their therapy. A cereful look at the split rates of this

new group after another year wil! allow more valid inferences td”be dravn.

.
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

During t@e course of the project, certain needs became apparent as a
result of the vesidents' involvement with the educational program, The
investigators developed a group of speclal programs and events to meet
these needss They were:

A. Pep Sessions

The investigators met several times (pep sessfons) with those residents
attending Nassau Community College:. The initial meeting was held during
the first week of school and was designed to allay feals, answer questions,
discuss problems, issue directions, ;nd share experiences, Subsequent
sessfons took place through three~quarters of the semester,

The format of the sessions was informal, open-ended, and inquiring,

. The rgsidents were encouraged to talk about themselves and their reactions
to college classroom life, The investigators discussed faculty behavior
and expectatioﬁs. Slowly--but voluntarily--the quieter ones among the
residents joined the discussiond until the sessions became comfortable for
all,

B, The Tutofial Progranm

Cuntact with the residents attendihg school revealed that they had
several insecurities: poér ?eading comprehension for some, fnefficient
study habits for thers. and the lack of self-digcipline needed for proper
school work for most. A tutoring program was developed to serve as a
.éou;ce of additional strength and support to the‘Toplc House students.

The Dean of Students was contacted to determine if selected students
at Nassé& Community College could serve as tutors for the Topic House
>éroup. The Dean of Students thought the 1dea.appropriate ;nd
;suggested that the Elémentary Educgt}on Club be contActed. After several

o |
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.meetings with the club advisor and two of the club officers, an orientation
session was held for interested club hembers.. The nature of problems that
face the ex-drug ad+.ct were discussed, as well as the best way to work

for and with this type of student.

The young volunteers met with the Direetor and some of the Topic
House‘residents while visiting the facility. 1t was understood that if a
workable tutorial program were tc be develooed, confidence and rapport had
tc be established bztween tutors and pupils. Doubts and questions about
Topic House and its residents were answered; a better understending of the
therapeutic concept was developed. The residents, in turn, were comfort-
able with their new associates.

The organization of the tutorial program involved: setting up of
compatible time scheduiles for both the ;olunteer and the resident; listing
the subjects in which help was needed and available; designating places
and hethods cf-contact.

An outgroﬁph of the tutoring program was the development of pleasant
social relationships betseen the twokgroups- The college students continue
to artehd the Open House sessions at the therapeutic center.

All those who requested help were male residents, help sessions
averaged 1% hours in length, and the subject arveas included Math, Reading,
Salcsmanship, Marketlng, and Psychology.

C. LibraerOrientation
- In an attempt to acquaint the residents with the facilities and services
of the Nassao Communit;véollege Library. the investigators asked the
College s Librarian Specialist to conduct orientation sessions. This
was done on two different occasione,

<
1y
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fhe students were conducted o; a tour of the college, with most of
the time spent in the Library.

The residents toured the Library's faciiities and were tnformed of
fhebhrocedures to be followed by students when utilizing this service,

The relationship between instruction and library resources was emphasized.

Indexes, such as Reader's Guide to Periodicals and Literature, New York

Times, Education and Social Science, were explained, The students were
encouraged to peruse the volumes,

Opportunity was afforded the residents to observe the facilitieg of
the Channel 21 television statiqn on campus and the College's Audio Visual
Department, Equipment available fo; student use was demonstrated,

D. Hoy-to Writs a Temm Paper

In counseling the students, several complaints involved difficulty in
préparing course requirements; such as writing a term paper. Most of the
residents had never written a research paper and were at a logs as to what
procedupes to follow. The Associate Dean of Nassau Community College was
contaéteé; he agreed to conduct sessions on 'How to Write a Term Paper."

Two sessions were held dealing with such matters as: where things
afe to be found in the Library, what kinds of tools are applicable for

research, the art of note-taking, the use of footnotes, preparing bibli-

ographies, and details about how rescarch is done. In addition, the

~sessions dealt with the why's and wherefore's of research in general,

.

E. Feashion Show

_In preparation for the ex-addict's return to the community, the



residents were exposed to the importance that grooming plays in projecting
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on stage in view of thé audience,

The actual organization of the show \ook many hours of planning.

The fashion coordinator worked with the Topic House staff in order to en-
11st volunteers for the following committees: models, dressers, stage crew,
program, hostesses and ushers, publicity. The volunteers met frequently
with the fashion coordlnator and carried out the designated functions for
gach group.

A calender of events was used to help the commi;tees complete their
assignments on time. An organization chart was used to pinpoint responsi-
bility for eacn job.

Ex-addicts freqdently lack self-discipline and have a tendency not to
follow through with a task. It was neceesary, therefore, to spell out
every detail su that the participants would not forget. Every worker was
made aware that he was an important link in the prbduction chain. 1In order
to insure audience participation, a conteéé was held during the show.

The competition ’Onsisted of guessing the cost of the*godeled clothing.
Each guess was celled "Guesstiﬁate“ and the holdef of the "Guesstimate"
closesf to the actual selling priée was awarded a $5 gift certificate.
Prizes (ten in all) were also Aﬁarded to the winners of the publicity
poster contest, i

An afr of axcitement generated Topic House:the night of the fashion

show. Every resident had received a printed invitation and was dressed for

the cccasion. The professfonal decor used for the stage background added
to the festivity. It should bé‘noted that two display men from the store

workeﬁ most of the day with the Topic House stage crew to help set the mood,

A great deal of 1nterest in personal appearance was genarated. 1n ad-

dition, a seguwent of the business community became aware of the work at Topic

Houte. As a result, the residents have since received several donations of

merchandige. - N
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VISITS TO OTHER DRUG ADDICTION PROGRAMS

The investigators visited several drug therapeutic cenéers and one
drug commission to determine the extent to which they offeréa or partic-
ipated in educational programs. Personal views were solicited vesarding
their reactions to the current project, O0fficials interviewed included
agency heads, directors of treatment, directors and essistant directors
of therapautic centers, coordinators in therapeutic communitics, and a
director of research and evalu@tion.

A. Drug Therapeutic Center #1 = New York City

Observationz; .

1, No formal educational program, Training limited to prepsration
for high school equivalency diploma.,

2, Enthusiasm egéressed for a comprehensive educational effort along
the lines of the Topic House program,

3. Indicated a need for training coordinators in business practices
and personal characteristics.

4, Interested in a seminar for directors of drug therapeutic
communities,

B. Drug Therapeutic Center #2 - New York City

Observaticns:

1. E&ucalionalJprogram inclﬁded training for the high school
equivalency diploma, remedial reading, and remedial matﬁematics. Voluntary
teachers conducted the program,

2, VR counselor workea Qith the résident;; )

3, Helcomed‘training d;;atonr fof csordinators in the areas of

business practice and peresonal characteristics.
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€. Drug lTherapeutic Center #3 - New York, Upstate

Observations:

1, Part-time paid teachers conducted high schoo: equivalency diploma
classes, H »

2, Very interesfed in extending educaticonal opportunities to
residents, | ’

3, Anxious to train coordinators in business practices and personal
characteristics. &
D. Drug Therapeutic Center #4 - New York, Upstate

Observations:

1, Recently‘started center, No educetional program contemplated,
Interested in learning about how oné is developed,

2, Too early to identify training needs of coordinators.
E. Drug Abuse Commission - Illinois “

1, Proviilled two full-time teachers for high school equivalency
diploma classes, |

2, Coordinators required to take a 4-month training program. Areas
included job résponsibilitie; and human relatfons,

3. Hﬁrked with employeralin job placement program, GCoal was to
secure jobé for 200 ex-addicts, . e
4, S;pteAlaw changed(to allow bonding of ex-addicts By étate Lepart-

ment of Labor. : .

tes recorded as follows:

Loy S

. 5, Dropout ra

Detoxification program - SOZ
Methadone program - - = 8%
Therapeutic Comaunity - 35%

Pt Ty - . o
- Pl AR ;

P o v _ .7E; h

N



F. Rehabilitation Institute - Long Island, New York

In addition to the above visits, the inveﬁtigacqrs'studied the
facflities of .a rehabilitation institute on Long Island for possible
inclusion in the program, The vocational explorator§ areas includad
clerical training, data processing, machanics, elecéronics. appliance
maintenance, and printing. Vocational counseling was also available. Two
Topic House residents were eventually enrolled at this institution and

their progress is included in the report,
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COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS ABOUT THE PROJECT BY AGENCY
. PERSONNEL INVOLVED WITH THE PROGRAM

e

Personnel from the Nassau County Drug Abuse and Addiction Commissfon,
the New York State Eduz2ation Department, and Nassau Community College were

interviewsd for their comments and suggestions about the project. It was

important to have their views in preparation for a continuation of the

:

Topic House program and for the possible start of similar projects in other
pArts of the state. If a working model was to emerge from the current

project, it.should be tempered by the reactions of those closest to it.

The comments and suggestions were!

A+ Nassau Couﬁty Drug Abuse and Addiction Commission

l, The vocational training part of the program leaves something to be
desired. The middle class aspirations among the residents cause many of
them to opt for college careers without serious consideration of shorter-
range vocational training programe.

. 2, There has been excellent cooperation among the various pro-
fessioﬁals responsible for the project, however, 1tiappears that a full-
time counselor is advicable, '

3. Th= participation of the 1uvestig;‘.fa and the .VR counselor on
Topiec Hou;e prenises was healthy for the residents andlthe coordinators,
After a short adjustment period, the ex-addicts were able to relate
comfortably to the professionals,

4y The size of the resident group involved in the educational program

affects the extent to which the director of the therapeutic residence can

participate in it, He loses touch with program details and individuals as

N
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more residents hecome involved. Despite the delegation of authority, he
feels uneasy about the lack of direct control,

5, The educational program, far from displacing important 'concept"
activities, has provided new and ‘stimulating activities for the residents,

6, Those residents who became involved in yocational rehabilitation
programs ran into ego problems with regard to sharing experiences with
other physically and emotionally handicapped people, Ex-addicts are
loathe to classify themselves as handicapped,

7+ The prcgram has brought ex-addicts into contact with non-addict
populations, This has afforded the ex~addicts the oppertunity to
socialize and share tasks with those in the 'square" world, It has
enabled Topic House residents to view and participate in nonedcug aspects
of life; 4t helps them to formulate realistic reentry geals.

8, Residents who have withdrawn from the educational program feel
that their experiences in the project have helped them make more realistic
decisions about themselves, Some residents, having withdrawn from the
program, have expressed interest in returning to school,

9¢ In general, the impact of educational involvement on the
therapeutie cenmunity ia good.‘ however, it causes unrealistic under-
atandings for someiresidents because they feel that college attendance per

se can solve their emotional problema.

.

10. " The impact of the educational program on the resident administrative
coordinatora is not noticeable; the fact that several of them attended
Nassau Community College and subsequently withdrew is not necessarily
dameging since the decision to engage in or withdraw from the program was

optional. lt haa been auggested that all staff members be raquired to take

. <4 ..
courses, however, the inveatigatora recommendatirn is that coordinators
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should not be compelled at this time to particiﬁate in the éducationgl
program. )
il. As increAsing'numbers of ex-addict drug aides are needed in thera-
peutic centers, formal educational achievement should be required of them.
This shéuld be a prerequisite for employment at the nigher levels.
12. The Topic House ieadership‘aﬁticipates gradually relaxed discipline
in the Youse and rore‘educatiohal {nvolvement.
B. New York State Education Departm‘tt. Office of Vocatifonal Rehabili-
tatiﬁn (Bureau of Occupational Education kesearch concurring)
1. Thé‘prbject islanother fl1lustration of how inter-agency cooperation
can result {n posltive benefits to people.
2, Though the results cof the program to date are encouraging, it is
too soon to draw conclusioﬁs’about its iong—range effects. Vocational
. achiévement And recidivism must be assessed over a number of years.
3. OVR's daEinitién of ultimate success {s employment and adjustment
in the community at a level commensurate with one's skills and capacities
in a field of work which is appropriate and whicn provides opuortunxties to
advance to the extent of one's aspirational levels. Though the current
project is nowheré:negr achiercment by‘this dcfinition, tentative judgments

can be made regarding:

.. _a. holding power d. OVR contributions
i b, * split rates " e, inter-agency relationships
¢, feeling tone f. evaluation of ex-addicts in a
e ‘ ’ nondrug addict educational
atmosphere

4, The makeup of the residential bopulatioﬁ in the current program is

more favorable than in wany others with regard to cconomic and intellectual

-

status. Arceptance of college entrance was relatively casy for most of the

residents.
¥
o 5. It is not surprising that so many of the residents expressed a
Pz | n 72
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desire to work in drug treatment centers. Handicapped groups also
indicate a preference for working in their areas. |

6, Ex-addicts arc immature and require the discipline of training
programs, The current project séems to have contributed to their
emotional growth,

7. it is to bc expected that the residents will e¢nroll in educational
programs, drop out, and rc-enrull, This pattern is not unlike that of
other populations. Split rascs should not be closed quickly since the
splitees frequently return to therapy.

. 8, The current project lacks comprchensiveness in terms of éhe
variety of training programs. The ease with which Topic House residents
can enroll in courses, couplpd with the ancessible physical “location of
Nassau Commnunity College, sometimes forecloses consideration of other
institutions, Though this factor is limiting, it‘is not harmful. The
College, however, meets most needs of those with high scbool diplomas only,
Programs located in New York City present a serious obstacle, commutation,

9, OVR functions in many ways to scrvice its clients. The current
project involves only ore distinct method. OVR's association with other
Grug facilities would depend upon specific population types and on
available WR facilities, To replicate the present project would requige
a Z-yeuf college in close proximity to a drug addiction center, and eféher
a full-time counsclor or a combination of counselor and active college*
personnci, ‘The involvement of the investigators in the current program
hae seen of grecat help to OVR by relieving the counsclor of many
responsibilitiess A full-time counselor on premiscs could accomplish the
same th}ngs.

lb, Cities usually have sufficient farilities so tha% the proximity of

L}
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an educational institution to a drug center is not so important as it is

‘in a4 suburban or rural area, In rural a}eas decisions must be based upon
factors such as the services required,‘the location of those services, the
mobility of the ex-addict population, and the permis;iblc length of time away
from a therapeutic center,

11. OVR and the Nassau Coungy Drug Abusc and Addicticn Commission, in
the continuation of the present project, should apprisc cvx-addicts of the
educational program before they decide on therapy. 7This should be done in
Jail, out-patient groups, and during the intake process.

C, Nassau Community College

I+ The college is ready to do its part in the rehabilitation of ex-
addicts. 1Its programs, personnel, and facilities are available to this end.

2, The Bursar and Registrar offices were pleasced with the organized
manner in which the project's business was conducted,

?, A strqcturéd orieﬁtation session for participating faculty
membeé# would be helpfui.

4, A number of faculty members who have had Topic House residents in
class arc gratified by the ﬁﬁtual relationships that have been developed

among students, faculty, and resident studcnts.

o . _—
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SUMMARY OF THE PILOT PROGRAM'S OPERATIONS

This study was concerned with the involvement of ex-drug addicts in a

multi-faceted educational program. Sponsored by the New York State Education

Department's Burcau of Occupational Education Research and conducted jointly

by the New York State Education Department's Office of Vocational Rchabi-

litation, the Nassau County Lirup Abuse and Addiction Commission, and Nassau

Community College, the investjigatrrs have explored the cffects of an educa-

tional program on cx-addicts.

The program included:

1.

2,

ERIC
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Education at Nassau Community Collcege for:
a. matriculated students for the Associate in Scicnce
Degree, the Associate in Applied Science Degree,
and the Associate in Arts Degrece,
b, individual courses. Sequences of appropriate voca-
tional courses (long-term and short-term) leading
to fulfiliment of stated vocational goals.
c. rcmediation courses in mathematics, English, and rcading.
Fducation offcred at colleges other than Nassau Community
Collegc.
High School Equivalency Diploma study classcs.
Noncoullegiate courses (a limited number) in vocational
and technical skills.

Oricntation scminars for preparation of the residents for

cducational expericnces.

~Orientatfon scssions for teachers involved in the progran.

"Pep" sessions for participating residents that were designed

to maintain their intercst and motivation,

Spccial events, including a tutorial progcam, a fashion

show, library oricntations, and a tcim-papar orfentation.
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SUMMARY OF THE PILOT PROGRAM'S OUTCOMES

!
1. Attvition rates (split rates) in the Topic House therapeuti:

program scem to be reduced for thosce residents who were involved in the
educational program. It would appcar that the injcction of a comprehensive
educational program into drug rehabilitation programs may play a significant
role in the rctention of cxjaddicts in therapy.

2. Theldata indicated a noticeable coﬁtrast in work status betwecen
those involved in cducation and those not so involved. A larger proportion
of those involved in the educational program was working than was the
corresponding poﬁuiahion of those not involved.

- 3. Residents wﬁgﬂwere involved in the educational program participated
with nonaddict populations in a Qariety of ;ctivities. Many of them
functioned well in nonaddict socicty and expfcssud satisfaction with thcir
experiences.  This associaﬁion scemed to facilitate reentry into the
“straight" soclety.

4, A smaller number of those involved in the cducational program
{everted to drugs as comparéd to those who werc not involved in the educa-
tional progrém.

5. fhe data indicated a sharp contrast in the number who returned to
Jail. None of thqée involved 4n the educational program returned to jail.

6. Ex-addicts sufficicntly motivated can complete college courses
;ucgcssfully.' However, scveral yubrs' uXpericncu are required to tell
whether the éompletiop'rate can be sustained. '

7. Some recsidents are ready earlier than others for educational
in§olvement depending on their;stagé in therapy. 1In the initial stage,
ex-a&dicts need continuous reinforcement in order to maintain interest and

;onfidence in thefr studies and abilitics.
Qo :
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8. Educational involvement afforded the residents th: opportunity to
learn about career opportunities and to undertake specific cour;es leading
to expressed Qacations. As a re;ult of their educatjonal experiences and
Ebﬁﬁscling, gome of the ex-addicts were better prepared to formulate real-
fstic decisions about themselves and their vocational goals,

9, The educational progran added a new dimension to the ex-addicts!
therapy by encouraging them to explore ggcir talents and to strive toward
a vocational goal. The program provided residents with new and stimulating
activities which may have contribdtcd to their retention in therapy.

Since the drug addict's rehabiltitation is gencrally long range, con-
clusions and rccommendations based upon the findings in this study should
be considered tentative. It scems appropriate, however, that the recom-

mendations listed below should be considered for further exploration,

O

ERIC 77 :

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



[E

O

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1. 7The basic approaches outlined i{n this pilot projcct for the
involvement of cox-addicts in an educational program should be continucd.
Modifications gﬁ;uld be made, however, to assure tﬂu widening of training
opportunities so that a comprchensive vocational program may bc available
to residents at all levels of cducation. Though Nassau Community College
is an excellent vchicle for the satisfaction of cducational neceds, it is
not the only onc.availablc in Nassau County.

2. An unfoftunate time loss takes piace for residents who arc ready
for training but who must wait for the start of a new semester. Though the
non-addict population endufes the same inconvenience, the conseqdences can
be ﬁore severc for the ex-addicts. Colicges and drug commissions should
investigate the feasibility of rolling admissions part-time instructicnal
programs to accommodate pcople when they arce ready for training.

“ a. Exploratory coufsgs in‘business, l1iberal arts and tcchnical areas
could comprisc one angwer to rolling admissions. FExploratory courses would
be designed in cach of these areas to afford residents an opportunity to
become acquainted‘with ficlds of learning and to dctermine whether they
might like to pursue thesc arcas for futurc cmployment or for furthgr
education.

Short-tcfm exploratory courses arc .ot nomally included in college
curriculums, and would have to be designed for the residents., Classcs
éould be conducted by spccialisté in cach area at therapceutic centers 0
‘that all cligible residents, including thosc not pcrmiLLcd off the premiscs,

- . Al
could enroll. This might be considered an indepth oricntation scminar.‘

-

.
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b. Becausc thc importance of c¢x-addicts projecting thcmselveé
favorably in Job and social situations cannot be emphasized too strongly,
it is recommended that a course be offered whichxis designed to pro-
vide the residents an opportunity to improve their pefgonal characteristics
and social images.

c¢. The implementation of a course in "‘concept management! should be
conéidered. This course would'be designed for those residents who wang to
make the concept of Topic House (and similar instiFutions) their life's work.
The fundamcntal objective of such a course would be to help residents im-
prove their personal characteristics to make them more effective as coor-
dinators in drug abusc rchabilitation programs. The major ;reas would be
spcech, public relations, grooming, and personality development. Successful
cgmpletion of the course could helf those preparing for jobs in such insti-
tutions aS>Topic House and in school districts.

3. The interest cvidenced in drug addictioq trcatment as a career by
many ex-add;cts highlights the need for training programs in this area.

Coordinators and directo?s in drug therapeutic centers require training
in commuquations techniques and business procedures. Their performance in
drug thefapy programs reflects some educational and business impoverishment
suffered dpring tgeirlaadiction periods, Two-yegr colieges should study the
deQélopme&t of curriculums for drug aides. Lets-than-z-year certificate
progfgms shoqld also be invgstigated.

4. .In-service training should be ayailablelto professionals involved

in ;he ?ducatlonal pr;gram oﬁ ex-drug anicts.‘ Tegchcrs of cex-addicts can
probéyl; be more cffective with proper orientatl;n.~ it was found that the

teachers with whom the investigators had the most frequent contacts were the

¢ .t

ones who developed the closest relatfonships with their students.

o B .
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Discussion topics should include the nature of}the cx-addict, the thera-
pedtic concept, and the identification of some appropriatc tcaching
techniques that have bzen found successful with this unique group of students.

5. The availability of an educaﬁioﬁal program appears to motivatc
some residents towards continuation in therapy. Early awarcncss of the
program might stimulatc ex-addicts to remain ionger in the various intake
faciliLics. Information sessions should be held at the intake centers to
étimulate awarencss of the programs available and for the answering of
related questions.

6, Visits to the various therap;utic centers made the investigators
aware that there is little communication among drug therapeutic centers,
evén in proxiﬁate']ocations. The Absence of shared expe;icnces diminishes
the efforts of the centeré. Localities and, perhaps; the state should in-

stitute conferences and seminars for personnel connected with therapeu;ic

prograﬁs. Discussion items should include group techniques, administrative

proccdures. and community relationships. Emphasis should be placed on the

phasé; éf treatment §ract1ce& in common and uniquely.
j. It is reccmmended that a seminar program for professional personnei
in colleges (2-year and 4-year), therapeutic drug programs, and drug éom-
missions be conducted to establish interrclationships for the coordination
of educational programs and the exchange of fdeas.
8. Though there were minor inconveniences during inclement weather,
the favorable location of Topic House to Nassau Community Collcge removed
tpe burden of travel for the residents. Therape':itic centers which are not
located cloée to educationaf instftutfons must make provisions for residents'
gravel. Tﬁodgh the physiéal act 6f éetfing'to a school is only one cbmponent

of the total school experience, it can become a serious one for ex-addicts in
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therapy, Thelir generally low frustration levels shopld not be tested by
irritations connected with unreliable means of travel.

9. Those responsible for ;dministering educatjonal érograms for
residents of drug therapcutic centers should be alert.to the rieed for special
activities. A flexible approach to a program would allow for implementation
of worthwhile ventures.

10, A public relations program should be develeped to acquaint prosbec-
tive employers with the vocational potential of trained ex-drug addicts.,
The program shoula attempt to:

a. ’Break down cmployer resistence to hiring ex-addicts.,

b. Gauge the possible job market for ex-addicts,

c, Bring employers into the educaticnal program as advisors
and tcachers.

d. Encourdgc businessmen to contribute their resources to a
 vocational and educational program conducted for ex-addicts.

11, It is strongly recommended that drug commissions establish job
placement offices as part of theif reentry prvogram, The job placement
officer should work closely with those in the educational program (profes-
sionalé and ex-addicts), \

12. The invcs;igators believe that sufficient progress is recorded in
this report to justify the initiation of educational programs at other
therapeutic centers, From the data collected during the relatively bricef
cxistcnc; of the ﬁrcscnt study, it is obvious that the Integration of an
academic apd vocational training proéram with a therapeutic effort adds a
wholesome dimension to the center's activities,

13, The cduceﬁionnl component of a drug rehabilitation program should
be available to alllex-addlcts égrved, not merely to those in residential

centers. This would include the populations of out-patient groups, halfway

houses, community-based groups, and methadone centers.
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90-100%
85-89
80-84
75-79
70-74
65-69

60-64

NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE GRADING SYSTEM

APPENDIX A

Quality of
Grade Achievement
A Excellent
B+
B Very Good
C+
C Average
D+
D Minimum Passing
F Failure
WF Withdrawn Failure
Inc Incomplete (Automatic F
if work not completed
wvithin four weeks after the
beginning of new semester).
NP Withdrawn - No Penalty
we Withdrawn - Passing -
NG No Grade - Audit
S Satisfactory
) Unsatisfactory

93

83

Honor
Points

4
3.5
3
2,5
2

145
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SCORES ON THE PRINCETON COOPERATIVE ENGLISH AND MATHEMATICS TEST
OF 20 TOP1C HOUSE RESIDENTS (FROM SECOND EDUCATION GROUP OF 23)
WA0 ATTENDED NASSAU CCMMUNITY COLLEGE DURING THE SPRING 1970 SEMESTER
(MID~-PERCENTILR RANKINGS BASED ON NATIONAL NORMS)*
RANKINGS RANGE
READING:
Vocabulary 48 9-83
Level of Comprehension 47 9-91
Speed of Comprehension 39 5-93
TOTAL 40 13-92
ENGLISH:
Expressicn 59 11-88
Grammar : 40 .5-99
TOTAL 29 1.5-84
MATHEMATICS:
Arithmetic 82 21-99.9
Structure of Numeric System 26 2-99

* Raw scores obtained from test were converted (using purlished tables) to
scores which were plotted on percentile ycales according to national norms,
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